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NEW-HAMPSHIRE HOUSE OF REPRESENT ATIVES.

Proceedings of the House of Representatives of the Co-
lony of NEW-HAMPSHIRE, w/w convened at. EXETER,
as Delegates from the several Towns, Parzshes, and
places in said Colony, on the 21st day of DECEMBER,
A. D. 1175, and continued a Congress until the 5th day
of JAJ\'1JARY,A. D. 1776, and then (by leave of the ho-
nourable the Continental Congress) resolved themselves
into a House of Representatives or Assfimbly for tkfi Co-
lJJnyof NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

"In Congress, Friday, Nove!nb~r 3,1775.

"The Conrrress taking into consideration the Report of
the Committe~ on the New-Hampshire Instructions:

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Pro\'inciaJ
Convention of New-Hampshire to call a full and free Re-
presentation of the People;' and that the Representatives, if
they think it necessary, establish such a form of Go,:"ern-
ment as, in their judgment, will best produce the happmess
of the People, and most effectually secure peace and good
order in the Province during the continuance of the present
dispute between Great Britain and the Colonies.

" Extract from the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary.

"
By order of Congress:

"JOHN HANCOCK,President.
"A true copy. Attest:

"NOAH EMERY,Deputy Secretary."

In Congress, at Exeter, January 5, 1776.

Voted, That this Congress take up Civil Government for
this Colony, in manner and form following, viz:

We, the Members of the Congress of New- FI}lmpshire,
chosen and appointed by the free suffi'ages of the People of
said Colony, and authorized and empowered by them to
meet toO'ether and use such means and pursue such mea-
sures as ;'e should judge best for the publick good; and in
particular, to establish some form of Government, provided
that measure should be recommended by the Continental
Congress; and, a recommendation to that purpose having
been transmitted to us from the said Congress, have taken
into our serious consideration the unhappy circumstances
into which this Colony is involved, by means of many and
grievous and oppressive Acts of the British Government,
depriving us of our natural and constitutional rights and pri-
vileges; to enforce obedience to which Acts, a powerful
Fleet and Arn1Y have been sent into this country by the
Ministry of Great Britain, who have exercised a cruel and
wanton abuse of their power, in destroying the lives and
property of the Colonists in many places with fire and sword;
taking the ships and lading from many of the honest and in-
dustrious inhabitants of this Colony employed in commerce
agreeable to the laws and customs a long; time used here.

The sudden and abrupt departure of Ius Excellency John
Wentworth, Esq., our Governour, and several of the Coun-
cil, leaving lIS destitute of legislation; and no Executive
Courts being open to punish criminal offenders, whereby the
lives and propert3' of the honest people of this Colony are
liable to the macbinations and evil designs of wicked men:
Therefore, for the preservation of peace and good order, and
for the securities of the lives and property of tue inhabitants
of this Colony, we consider ourselves reduced to the neces-
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sity of establishing a form of Government, to continue du-
ring the present unhappy and unnatural contest with Great
Britain; protesting and declaring that we never sought to
throw aff our dependance upon Great Britain, but felt our-
selves happy under her protection, while we cauld enjoy aur
constitutional rights and privileges; and that we shall re-
joice if such a recanciliation between us and our Parent
State can he effi,cted as shall be approved by the Continen-
tal Congress, in whose prudence and wisdam we confide.

Accordingly, pursuant to the trust reposed in us, we do
resolve that this Congress assume the name, power, and au-
thority of a Hause af Representatives, or Assembly, for the
Colony of Nelc-IIampshire; and that said House then
proceed to choase twelve persons, being reputable freehold-
ers and inhabitants within this Calony, in the following man-
ner, viz: Five in the County of Rockingham, two in the
County of Strafford, two in the Caunty of Hillsborough,
two in the County of Cheshire, and one in the County of
Grafton, to be a distinct and separate branch of the Legis-
lature, by the name of a Council for this Calony; to con-
tinue as such until the third 1Vednesday in December next;
and seven of whom to be a quaIL1IDto do business.

That such Council appoiut their President; and, in his
absence, that the senior Counsellor preside.

That a Secretary be appointed by both branches, who
may be a Caunsellor, or otherwise, as they shall choose.

That no Act or Resolve shall be valid and put into. exe-
cution, unless agreecJ to and passed by both branches af the
Legislature.

That all publick officers far the said Colony, and each
County, for the current year, be appointed by the Council
and Assembly, except the several Clerks of the Executive

>

Courts, who shall be appointed by the Justices of the re-
spective Courts.

That an Bills, Resolves, or Notes, for raising, levying, or
conecting Money, originate in the House of Representatives.

That, at any session of the Co'uncil and Assembly, neither
branch shall acUoum for any longer time than from Satur-
day till the next Monday without consent of the other.

And be it further Resolved, That if the present unhappy
dispute with Great Britain should continue longer than this
present year, and the Continental Congress give no instruc-
tion or direction to the contrary, the Council be chosen by
the people, of each respective County, in such manner as
the Council and House af Representatives shall order.

That General and Field-Officers of the Militia, on any
vacancy, be appointed by the two Hauses; and all inferior
oflicers be chosen by the respective Companies.

That all Officers of the Army be appointed by.the two
Houses, except they shauld direct otherwise in the case of
any emergency.

That all Civil Officers for the Colany, and for each Coun-
ty, be appointed, and the time of their continuance in office
be determined, by the two Houses; except Cler~s of Courts,
and Caunty Treasurers, and Recorders of Deeds.

That a Treasurer and Recorder of Deeds for each Coun-
'*'ty be annually chosen by the people of each County, re-

spectively: the votes for such officers to be l'etumed to the
respective Courts of General Sessions of the Peace in the
County, there to be ascertained as the Council and Assem-
bly shall hereafter direct.

That Precepts, in the name of the Council and Assembly,
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signed by the President and Speaker of the House of Re-
presentatives, shall issue annually, at or before the first day
of November, for the choice of a Council and House of Re-
presentatives, to be returned by the third wednesday in De-
cemher then next ensuing, in such manner as the Council
and Assembly shall hereafter prescribe.

Upon reading the Petition of the Agents for the Town of
Newtown against Joseph Bartlett, Esq., (being present be-
fore the House,) Ordered, That the parties be heard thereon
before this House on the 18th day of January CUlTent,if the
Assembly be then sitting; and if not, tlu:1n on- the second
day of their sitting after that time.

Voted, That the Honourable ~Matthew Thornton, Esq., be
Speaker of this. House. .

Voted, That Ebenezer Thompson, Esq., be Clerk of this
House.

Voted, That Noah Emery, Esq., be Assistant Clerk of
this House.

Adjourned till to-molTow morning, nine o'clock.

.

Saturday,January 6, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment.
Voted, That the last Book of Records of the Court of Pro-

bate be returned to William Parker, Esq., in order for him
to complete the Records.

Voted, That the several Muster-Rolls of Captain Salter and
Captain Daniel be paid agreeable to the Return of the Com-
mittee for examining Muster-Rolls, stopping out such stop-
pages as are mentioned in their report thereon.

Voted, That the Matrosses under command of Captain
Salter and Captain Daniel be paid off monthly for the future.

Voted, That the Account of the Selectmen of Northamp-
ton, amounting to seven Pounds nineteen Shillings, (for
Blankets,) be paid.

Voted, That the Treasurer and Deacon Samuel Brooks
be a Committee to receive and payoff for all the Blankets
that may be collected in this Colony for the Continental
Army, and to make report thereof to this House.

..

Then the House proceeded to choose twelve Counsellors
for this Colony; and voted that the Hon. ft;[eshech Tt7care,
Esq., be first Counsellor for this Colony; the Hon. 1t1atthew
Thornton, Esq., second; . William Whipple, Esq., third;
Josiah Bartlett, Esq., fourth ~ Nathaniel Folsom, Esq.,
fifth, Counsellors for the County of Rockingham; Thomas
Westbrook Waldron, Esq., sixth; and Ebenezer Thompson,
Esq., seventh, for the County of Strafford; Wyseman Cla-
gett, Egq., eighth; and Jonathan Bl(1nchard, Esq., ninth, for
the County of Hillsborough; Samuel Ashley, Esq., tenth;
and Benjamin Giles, Esq., eleventh, for the County of
Cheshire; and John Hurd, Esq., twelfth, for the County of
Grafton, for the current year.

.

Voted, That Ebenezer Thompson, Esq., be Secretary for
this Colony for the cUlTentyear.

Then the honourable the Council and Secretary left the
House.

.

Whereupon the House voted that Ckment ]}[arch, Esq.,
be Chairman of this House pro tempore.

Voti:d, That Samud Cutts, Esq.,have an Order on the
Treasury for three hundred Pounds, to be by him account-
cd for.

Adjourned to Monday next, three o'clock, afternoon.

Monday, January 8,1776.

The House met according to adjournment; and the Chair-
man not being present,

Voted, That Philips White, Esq., be Chairman pro tem-
pore.

Voted, That this House proceed to the choice of a
Speaker, and that he be chosen by ballot.

And the Votes being counted, it appeared that Philips
White, Esq., was chosen Speaker of this House; who took
the chair accordingly.

. Votl:d, That Noah Emery, Esq., be Clerk of this House.
Voted, To choose a Committee of five Members of this

House to draw up Rules for the order of this House;
And that Captain Giddinge,Captain Long, Major Dow-

ning, John Dudley, Esq., and Colone1 Walker, be the
Committee for that purpose, to report as soon as may be.

Monday,January 8,1776, P. M.
Voted, That Precepts be sent out to the several Towns

and places in this Colony, whose Representath;es are ad-
vanced to the Council, to choose new Members to repre-
sent them in the Assembly.

The Clerk of this House being necessarily called out of
the House,

Voted, That Samuel Cutts, Esq., be Clerk pro tempore.

Voted, To choose two Monitors;
And that Israel Morey, Esq., and Dr. Levi Dearborn, be

Monitors of this House.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-molTow morfling.

Tuesday, January 9, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment.

The Committee appointed yesterday to draw up Rules
for the' order of the House, made report of twelve Rules,
following;

.

Which being distinctly read and considered,
Voted, That the. same be accepted, adopted, and made

Rules for the order of this House; and are as follows, viz:
First. That whosoever shall, by any misbehaviour in

speech or action, justly offend any of the Members of the
House, shall, for the first offence, be admonished; and for
the second, shall be fined as the House shall see meet.

Second. That no Member speak twice to any matter in
debate before the House until every Member have libert)' to
speaK once to the same matter, if he should see cause.

Third. That every :l\Iember direct his speech to the
Speaker, and not one to another; and when any Member
has a mind to speak to any matter in debate, he shall stand
up and ask leave.of the Speaker, and not speak without his
consent; and shall be silent at his command. But if the
Member speaking thinks such. command unseasonable, or
unreasonable, the Speaker shall take a vote of the House
thereon; to which such Member shall submit, on pain of
forfeiting such sum as the House shall detepnine,

Fourth. That, whenever it happens that there are as
many votes on one side of a question as on the other, with.
out the Speaker, then the Speaker shall make the casting
vote.

Fifth. That if the Speaker be absent, the House may
choose a Speaker pro tempore, that the business of the
House be calTied on without delay.

S1Jth. That if any Member, after being qualified and
entered, shall absent himself at any time, without leave,
from the House, he shall be liable to be fined at the discre.-
tion of the House.

Seventh. That if any Member of this House shall, by the
~ajor. part of t~e House, ?e thought unfit, and not qualified
for saId Flace, It shall be III the power of the House to dis-
miss such person, giving notice to the Town or Towns,
Parish or Parishes, where he belongs. to choose another to
fill up such vacancy.

Eighth. That every Bill, to be passed in this House, be
read three times; and that there be two adjournments of
this House before any Bill be passed into an Act.

Ninth. That the Speaker and thirty of the Members re-
turned, be a House to do business.

Tenth. That no Vote that is passed in the House shall
be reconsidered by a lesser number than were present when
passed.

Eleventh. That no Vote shall be valid unless passed by
a majority of the Members present. _

Twelfth. That no Member make any new motion until
that which is under consideration is determined or post-
poned.

Voted, That Colonel Morey be excused from. being a
Monitor to this House; and that Samuel Cutts, Esq., be
chosen and appointed in his room.

Voted, That Colonel Long, Colonel Morey, and John
Dudley, Esq., be a Committee of this House, to confer with
a Committee of the honourable Council, and report to this
House what business is necessary to be immediately entered
upon. .

General Folsom came down from the Board, and in-
formed the House that the honourable Council had appointed
a Committee \0 join the Committee of this House, to confer
and report what business shall be immediately entered upon;
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and the Committee 6f this House immediately
t~em accordingly.

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

attended

The House met according to adjournment.
Voted, That John Dudley, Esq., Colonel Walker, James

McClarey, Esq., Colonel Evans, and Captain Prentice, be
a Committee to draft an Act to confirm the Proceedings of
the late Congresses, e:JCceptingwhat relates to the Pay of
the Members of this House.

Voted, That Noah Emery and Samml Cutts, Esqs., and
Colonel David Gilman, be a Committee of this House, to
join a Committee of the honourable Council, to revise the
system of Laws lately in force in this Colony, and to report
what alterations, additions and amendments of them are
necessary to be made in our present circumstances, for the
guidance of the Executive Officers of Government.

The honourable Council joined to the above Committee
the Honourable Matthew. Thornton, Ebenezer Thompson,
and TfTysemanClagett, Esqs.

Voted, That Mr. Secretary Thompson and Colonel
Baker be desired, as soon as may be, to procure two books
for Records, the one for the honourable Council, and the
other for this House; and that the Treasurer be directed to
pay for them.

The House adjourned to to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Wednesday, January 10, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment.
The Clerk of the' House being necessarily called away,
Voted, That Timothy Walker, Jun., Esq., be Clerk pro

tempore.
Voted, That John Dudley, Esq., Captain Prentice, Mr.

Baldwin, and Mr. Chase, be a Committee to state the
vVages of the present House of Assembly and the honour-
able Council, and make report to this House as soon as
may be.

Voted, That the Clerk of this House apply to the Ho-
nourableJUeshech Tf1eare,Esq., Clerk of the late House of
Assembly of this Colony, for the Journals and Files of said
late Jlsse~bly.

~ Voted, Thqt Colonel .lJtlorey, Colonel Gerrish, Major
Bellows, and Captain Prentice, be a Committee to state the
quantity and quality of Fire-Jlrms necessary to be purchased
by this Colony, and make report to this House as soon as
may be.

Voted, ;That Colonel Nicholas Gilman, Esq., be, and
hereby is, appointed Treasurer and Receiver-General for
this Colony, for one year, from the twenty-first day of De-
cember last, and to continue after that time, until a new
appointment of the General Assembly,he giving bond, with
two sufficient sureties, in the sum of one hundred thousand
Pounds, to the Speaker of this House for the time being, in
behalf of the Colony, for the faithfuldischarge of his trust.

Sent up to the Board by Colonel Gilman and Captain
ft'Ioulton.

.

Voted, That the Town of Allen~town, being taxed the'
last year the sum of three Pounds six Shillings and one
Penny more than their proportion with other towns in tbis
Colony, the said town be abated that.sum.

Sent up by Colonel Gilman and Captain Moulton.
Voted, That the Honourable Meshech Weare, Esq., be

Chief JUf$ticeof the Superior Court of Judicature for this
Colony; that Matthew Thornton, Esq., be Second Jus-
tice, Leverett Hubbard, Esq., Third Justice, and Elisha
Paine,"Esq., Fourth Justice of said Court.

Sent up by Colonel Gilman and Captain Moulton.
Jldjourned to half after two o'clock, P. M.

The House met according to adjournment.
lIpon a motion made by Samuel Sherburne, Esq.,
Voted, That he wait upon the honourable Council, and

inquire whether they have received any publick Letters.
Mr. Blanchard came down from the Board, and inform-

ed the House that the honourable Council had received no
publick Letters but what they had communicated to the
House.

The House adjourned till to-morrow, nine o'clock, fore
noon.

Thursday, January 11, 1176.

Met according to adjournment.

Voted, That FVilliam Parker, Esq., one of the Pay-
masters to our Forces, have an Order on the Treasurer,
for three _hundred and thirty-five Pounds seven Shillings
and five Pence, to payoff the Rolls yet unpaid; ana that
the President of the Council give his warrant on the
Treasurer for the same accordingly.

Voted, That Theophilus Gilman and Chades Rundett
be added to the Committe.e for examining Accounts against
this Colony.

Jl Petition of sundry Members of.this House being Tead :
Voled, That it lay upon the table for consideration.

Adjourned to three o'clock, afternoon.

The House met according to adjournment.

Jl copy of an anonymous Letter was brought into the
House by one of the Members, and ordered to be read, (by
the Speaker;) whereupon the Clerk of the House read the
same, and it is as follows:

"Portsmouth, January 11, 1776.

" DEARSu;~: As the Committee chosen yesterday by
this town, are just a going to Exeter with a Petition and
Remonstrance to the Congress against their proceedings, I
thought I would just infonn you of it; for I think it gives
a silly cast to all their doings. I hope they will not com-
ply with their reqnest. The objection was first started in
the Committee at the work-house, the night before last, and
the town-meeting called yesterday; the meeting was very
thin-not above forty or fifty persons in it. Every one in
the meeting voted for it, though I believe they were actua-
ted by different motives. They have voted to send circu-
lar letters to all the towns, that they may remonstrate like-
wise. It was proposed, I think, by designing men, on pur-
pose to make a division in the Colony, and, I believe, will
go near to effect it, unless the wisdom of the Congress pre-
vents it. I am, &c., \ VERITAS."

Read a Petition from sundry Members of this House,
and also a Remonstrance or Petition of the Town of Ports-
rrwuth.

. The House examined several Gentlemen lately from
London, about the state of aftairs there concerning America.

Voted, That the Petition from the Town of Portsliwuth
lay for consideration.

Voted, That the Petition of fourteen Members of this
House be dismissed.

.

Voted, That Colonel Walker be added to the Commit-
tee for examining Muster-Rolls, in the place of Philips
White, Esq., our Speaker.

Voted, That .JQhnHurd, Esq., be Recorder of Deeds
and Conveyances, &c., for the County of Grafton.

Adjourned to to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Friday, Januari 12, 1776.

Met according to adjournment.
Voted, That Captain John George Turner's Company

of Jlrtillery be paid out of the Treasury the sum of one
hundred and fifty Pounds, towards their wages in the ser-
vice of this Colony, and that the President of the Council
give his warrant on the Treasurer for the same.

Adjourned till half-past two o'clock, P. M.

Met according to adjournment.
Voted, That Timothy Walker and William Parker,

Esqs., be a Committee to join with the Secretary, by leave
of the honourable Board, to prepare and correct the plan or
formof Government for this Colony, and fit it for the press.

Captain Long and Mr. Sherburne brought in the follow-
ing Dissent and Protest; which was read, and is as follows,
VIZ:

"
We, the subscribers, ~hosen by the People of several

Towns in the Colony of New-Hampshire, to represent them
in the Congress of said Colony, held at Exeter, on the 21st
day of December, 1775, beg leave to enter our dissent to,

>II:
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and protest against, the present p1an of taking up Govern-
ment, for the following reasons: First. That the vote of the'
Continental Congress countenancing the same, was obtain-
ed by the unwearied importunity (both within door and with-
out) of our Delegates there, as appears by their letter. Se-
.cond. That the said vote does not appear to have been unani-
mous, but we have reason to think very otherwise. Third.
Because the C010nies of New- York and Virginia-which
are ih similar circqmstances with us, are much larger, and
more opulent, and, we presume, much wiser, (to whom we
would pay all due deference,)-have not attempted any thing
of the kind, nor, as we can learn, ever desired it. Fourth.
Becausewe have no ground on which to pretend to make a
Council, as our neighbours of the Massachusetts, who act by
Charter never vacated 01).any legal trial. Fifth. Because
it appears assuming, for so small and inconsiderable a. Colo-
ny to take the lead ii1

C
a matter of so great importance.

Sdth. Becausp oUr constituents never expected us to make
a new form of Government, but only to set the Judicial and
Executive wheels in motion. Seventh. Because the Con-
gress, as such, could have done what was necessary-, and
their power could not be eJllarged by any act. of theIr own.
Eightb. Because the expense of the Colony IS greatly' aug-
mented thereby. Ninth. Because it ~ppears to us too much
like setting up an Independency on the mother country.

" NORTH HILL, Newington.

"LEVI DEARBORV, Newington.
"RICHARD DOW"ING, Portsmouth.
"SAMUEL SHERBURNE,Dover.
"STEPHEN EVANS, Portsmouth.

." PIERCE LONG, Rye.
"NATHAN Goss, Dover.
"OTIS BAKER, R~ensington.
"EZEKIEL WORTHEN, Stratham.
"BENJAMIN BARKER, Rochester.
"JAMES KKOWLES, Sandwich and

Moultonborough.
"DANIEL BEEDE, Lee.

"
HERCULES:MOONEY,Lee.

"Jam;Iary 10, 1776."

A Committee from the Town of Portsmouth brought
jnto the House a request from the Town of Portsmouth;
which was read, and is as follows, viz:

"
Colony of New-Hampshire.

. "At a Town-Meeting held at Portsmouth, this 12th day
of January, 1116, Voted unanimously, That Ammi B.
Cutter, Esq., George King, Esquire, and Captain George
Wentworth, be a Committee to write a Letter to the Con-
gress, requesting to be favoured with the original of an anony-
mous Letter read in Congress this day.

" The said Committee according1y returned with the f01-
lowing draft; which was voted to b~ forthwith sent to the
Congress, and is as follows: ,

"Portsmouth, January 12, 1776.

I' To the lIonourable Congress at EXETER:

" MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS: The Committee ap-
pointed to prefer the Petition of this Town, of the 10th in-
stant, having acquainted us that, after tlwy had preferred the
same and had retired, they were informed th~t a 1etter, sub-
scrib~d Veritas, was read before your Honours, purporting.
that it was voted at a very thin meeting, with other assertions
utterlv false, scandalous, and derogatory to tbe honour of the
town ~ it is our duty to acquaint your Honours, that there
were 'upwards of two hundred persons present, who unani-
mous1y vo~ed. therefor; a~d we. ~amestly requ~st that your
Honours wIn mdulge us wIth a sIght of the ongma11ettet, of
which that was a copy, in order that the author who has been
guilty of this scandalous falsehood, may receive the reward
of his just demerit."

"
A true copy. Attest:

"
JOHN :PENHALLOW, Town Clerk."

; The Petition of the principa1 Inhabitant., of Southam:p-
,ton relating to the Estates of Elijah Brown and Moses
Br~wn, praying that this House would make some effectua1
.act, or lay some bar, so that they may not squander away
their Estates without the knowledge of the town, &c., being
read,

,

. .
Ordered, That it lay for further consideration.
Tbe Committee to draw a p1an for providing Fire-Arms

for a' Colony stock, report as fonows, viz:

Thatfor every good" Fire-Arm manufilCturcd in this Co-
lony, made after the fonowing manner, viz: A barre1 thrr:c
feet nine inches 10ng, to carry an ounce ball, a good bayo-
net with blade eighteen inches long, iron ramrod, with a
spring to retain the same, the maker's ,name engraved on
the lock, which shall be delivered at Er:eter, to Nicholas
G17man, Esq., Receiver-General, on or before the 1st of
May next, the owner of such fire-arms receive three pounds
for each, of said Receiver-General, after having tried said
gun in the presence of the said Receiver-General with four
inches and a half of powder, wen wadded, at the owner's
own risk. And that there be appointed one good man, well
approved, in each County, to receive any fire-anns so made
in said County, On the same condition, (as before-mentioned.
for the Receiver-General to receive them,) and the persons
so appointed to receive the money br the number of guns
so delivered.

Which Report being read an,d considered, .
Voted, That the same. be received and established as a

resolve of this HO~lse. .

And, Voted, That Colonel Evans, for the County of
Strafford; Samuel Emerson, for the County of Grapon;
Major ,John Bellows, for the County of Cheshire; and
Deacon Nahum Baldwin, for the County of lIillsbor~llgh,
be Receivers of Fire-Arms, according to the aforesaid Re-
solve.

The Memorial and Remonstrance of the 'Freeholdcrs of
the Town of Portsitiouth, being brought into the House,
was read, and is as follows:

"Colony of New-Hampshire, Portsmouth, January 10", 1776.

" To the lIonourable body now sitting,at EXETER,in and
, for said Colony:

" The Memorial and Remonstrance of the Freeh01ders,
and other Inhabitants of the Town of Portsmouth, in legal
town-meeting convened, humbly shews:

." That your Memorialists are greatly alarmed by the
mformation of their Delegates, that they, together with
other Delegates of the several towns in said Colony, were
about to dissolve their existence as a Congress, and assume
that of a House of Representatives, and to proceed to an
election of twelve Counsenors, who are to act as anothcr
'branch of legis1ation, for the futlue government of this Co-
lony; which measure your Memorialists, with all' decency,
tenderness, and respect, beg leave to remo1Jstrate agaiJ1it,
for the following weighty reasons: ,

"First. As we are of opinion that the inhabitants of the
Colony do not generally approve of this measure, we coulcf
therefore have wished to have had the minds of the people
fully taken on such a momentous concernment, and to have
known the plan before it was, adopted and carried into exe-
cution, which is their inherent right.

"
Secondly. We humbly conceive that such a measure is

an open dec1aration of independency, which we can by no '

means countenance, until we shan knQW the sentiments of
the British nation in genera1. We have hitherto viewed
the controversy as with the Ministry and Parliament only;
and our enemies are styled the Ministerial Army and Navy,
and we have considered them as acting contrary to the
voice of the nation. 'We have just received certain advices
that our friends in Great Britain are at this time exerting
themse1ves, and uniting in their petitions for a redress of our
grievances, and, in all proba,bility, win make a powerful di-
version in our favour, and win finalIy prevail, if it is once
funy believed that we are not aimIng at independency. But
when they perceive we are setting up new forms of Govern-
ment, they will be exasperated against us; and, losing sight
of their former friendship and affection, win be filled with
resentment, and charge I1Swith duplicity.

"
Thirdly. We have the highest opinion of the upright dis-

position of the Congress, and that what they have done is in-
tended for the general good; but at the same time we must
beg 1eave to suggest our apprehensions that this measuro
will have a tendency to disunite us, which is a most alarm-
irw consideration, as being a circumstance which we are
w~ll informed our enemies greatly expect, and would. be re-
joiced to hear of. 'We would be cautious of proli~ity in
addressing your Honours, but must beg leave to repeat .that
the Ministry, among otber deceptions, have asserted that
the rebellious war (as they term it) now levied, is become
more general, and i., manifestly carried on for the purpose of
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establishing an independency. This our friends in Great
Britain utterly deny. While we are <rovernedby a Con-
gress, thcy have a right so to do,b because neccssity
compeI~ us t? ~he ~easure; but they ~ill certainly make a.very wIde dIstmctlon bctween necessity and what will be
called usurpation, the consequences of which deserve due
weight.

We therefore pray that the assumption of Government
may at least be suspended for the present, and that some

, regulation may be adopted for the preservation of propertv,
under such restrictions as the Congress in their wisdom sh~ll
think pl'oper. . And rour Memorialists as induty boun,dshall
ever pray. A true copy. Attest: .,

"JOHN PENHALLOW, Town Clerk."

Voted, .That ltIoses Nicholas, Esq.; be an Assistant to
the Clerk of this House.,

-

'Voted, That Samuel Cutts, Timothy Walker, and Da-
vid Gilman, Esqs., be a Committee of this House, to confer
with a Committee of the. honourable BOp.rd,about the ad-
journment of the Council and Assembly, and to make re-

. port at what time, and to what time, the honourable Board
. think best to adjourn. '

Adjourned for a quarter of an hour; then met according
to adjou~'nment.

.

"An Act for confinTIingand establishing the Votes, Re-
solves, 'and Proceedings Qf the several late Congresses of
the Colony of New-Ha?fps/tire, read the second time.

. Mr. Blanchard came from ,the C0t1ncil, and informed ~he
House that the honourable Board had appointed a Commit-
tee to confer with the Committee of this HO~lseabout ad-
Jourmng.

Voted, That Captain Pierce Long be paid out of the
Treasury the SUl'l1of one hundred P~JUnds,towards his ac-
count as Barrackmaster, to be by him accounted for, and
that the President of the Council give his warrant on the
Treasurer for the payment thereof..

Voted, That Samuel Cutts, Timothy Wafker, and Da-
'Vid G.ilman"Esqs., be a ,Comm\uee of this House, to join a
Committee of the, honourable Council, to draw up a Re-
comrr.lCndationof an I1!dianPreacher to the Indian Nations.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine,o'clock, A. M. '

. Saturday, January 13, 1776.

Met according to adjournment, and made a collection in
the House for the Rev. Mr. Joseph Johnsort, Qf five Pounds
two Shillings and six Pence: presented him by Mr. Cutts.

,

Voted, To choose a Committee to collect the evidence
of 10'1.sessus~ained in this Colony since the shutting LIp of
our Ports.

Voted, 'rhat John Giddinge, Esquire, flnd Captain John
Emery, be a Comml.ttee of this House, to join aCommittee
of the honourable COUl)cil, to collect the evidence. of losses
sustained ip. this Colony since the shutting up of our Ports.

Voted, That the Staff-Roll of Colonel Wingate, amount-
ing to seventy-three Pounds nip~teen ShiJIings and four
Pence, be allowed and paid out of the Treasury, and that
the President of the. Council give order on the Treasurer
for payment thereof.

Upon reading the Petition of the Town of DO'Qer,
Voted, That they be heard thereon on Thursday next if

this House be then sitting ; and if I\ot, then on the second
day of their next session.

The Petition from Greenland, and that from Portsmouth,
to be heard on the same day.

.

Voted, That Colonel Walker, Colonel ltIorey, Captain
Prenticlj, Captain Long, and Mr. Sherlmrne, be a Com-
mittee to draft a Letter in 'answer to the request of the
Committee of Portsmouth.

Adjourned to ]tIonday n~xt, three o'clock, afternoon.

M()nday, January 15, 1776.

Met according to adjoumment.

The Bill jDr confiJ)Iling and establishing the Votes, Re,-
solves, and Proceedipgs of the several late Congresses of
the Colony of New-Hampshire, having beenread a third time,

Voted, That it pass io be enacted.
_

'

_' "f

Voted, That Captain Abijah
.

Learned be allowed and. . .

paid out .of the Trea~UIY the sum 9f twenty-three ShilJings
and four Pence, (bemg so much short al10wance to him in
the late Pay-R.oU of the Congress,) and that the PresideI\t
of the Council give his warrant on the Treasurer for pay-
ment thereof.

Upon reading the Petition of the Selectmen of Newinfrton

. Voted, That they be heard thereon on Thursday ~ext:
If the Gene:r;.alAssembly be then sitting; and if not, theI\ on
the second day of the next session of the Assembly.

Voted, That the Members of the honourable Council
and the Members of this House, receive five Shillings pe;
day~or their attendance on the Ger:eral Assembly, Sun-
da~s mcluded, and .two Pence per ullle travel to and from
theIT homes, exceptmg such Members as live within fifteen
miles of the place where the General Assembly sits, who
shaH receive pay for their travel to and from their homes,
and have no ~ay for ~undays; and that each Member living
more than fifteen unles frpm Court shall receive pay for
their tr~ve~ on every adjournment of the Assembly for a
longer tllne than from Saturday till Monday, excepting the
travel ?n on~ late adjournment from Saturday til] Tuesday,
on whIch adjournment they are to receive pay for ,r;;unday
and ltlonday; and that they receive their pay at the end of
every Session, out of the puplick Treasury, on Pay-Rollto
be certified by the Secretary and Clerk of the House re-
spectively, and lodged with the Treasurer.

)

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

. ,', Tuesday, January 16, 1776.

Met according to adjournment.
.

Voted, That Colonel Evans, Captain Wait, and Captain
Prentice, be a Committee to examine into apd allow such
Muster-Rolls as may be laid before them, and report the~eon.

Voteq,. That Major James Hackett forthwith, repair to
Portsmouth and the Fortresses at Piscataqua Harbour, and
muster the .Artillerymen aTId Matrosses, and make return to
this House as s~on as may be. '

Voted, That.Mr. Speaker, Colonel DaV1~dGilman, Colo-
nel Walker, and Captain MQulton, be a Committee to in-
ql.\ire into the ~tructure and cost of a Powder-Mill, and
make a report to this House as. soon as may be. '

AdjournedtohaIf-past two o'clock, P. M.

The House met according t~ adjournment.

Voted, To choose a Committee of Safety, to consIst of
three Members of this House and. of .tl1eCouncil, to transact
the business of this Colony in the recess of th~~General As-
sembly. . . '.

Voted, To build a Galley at the charge of tins Colony,
to cruise on OUrSea-Coast, and to be used for the benefit of
defending our Arn1ies and"of annoying our enemics.

.

The Petition of the Tow!} of Rochester being read,
Voted, That the Petitioners be heard thereon on Thurs-

day next; if this House be then sitting; and' if not, then on
the second day of the next session of the Assembly.

Voted, That Philips White, Esq., Captain Josiah ltloul-
ton, and Captain Pierce Long, be a Committee of this
House, to join a Committee of the honourable Board, to act
as a Committee of Safety for this Colony in the recess of
the General Assembly; and that they have the same pow-
ers and authority as the late Committee of Safi,ty, appointed
by the late Congress, had.

Voted, That the Muster-Roll of Captain John Brewster,
amounting to £84 8s. Utd, be allowed and paid out of
the Treasury, and that the President of the Council <rive
his warrant on the Treasury for payment thereof.

. ,.;:>

Voted, That a Letter of recommendation and of direc-
tions be presented to the Rev. Mr. Joseph Johnson,to be
signed by the Speaker of this House and by the President
of the Council. .,

,Voted, That CaptaIn John Ben, Captain Hercules
Mooney, and Colonel Timothy Walker, be a Committee, to
join a Comn1ittee,of the honourable Board, to write and for-
ward a Letter to Geperal Sullivan, conccrhin<r Adam
Stuart, late of Londonderry, being a person suspected of
being inimical to this country.

.

Vot~d, Tha:tthe Account of Captain Jacob Tilton,
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amounting to ten Pounds seventeen Shillings and four
Pence, be allowed and paid out of the Treasury, and that
the President of the Council give his warrant on the Trea-
surer for payment thereof.

Voted, That Noah Emery, Esq., Captain Stephen Har-
riman; and Captain Prentice, be a Committee of this House,
to join a Committee of the honourable Council, to prepare
and bring in a Bill for establishing the Fees oCthe several
Officers in this Colony.

'

Vot'ed, That Samuel Outts,lsrael Morey, and John
Bellows, Esqs., be a CQmmittee of this House, to join a
Committee of the honourable Council, to consult about Fire-
Amis, apd to prepare a Letter in answer to a Letter from
his Excellency General Washington, reSpecting the same.
'Adjourned to to-morrowmorni~g,nine o'clock.

.

Wednesday, Janua.ry 17, 1776..
Met according to adjournment.

.

The Petition of a number of the Freeholders of the Parish.
-

. .

of Brentwood being read,
Voted, That the Petitioners be heard thereon to-morrow,

if they see cause. ,
Upon read~g an ignominious, scurrilous, and scan~alou.s

piece printed in the New-Hampshire Gazette and Hut on-
cal Chronick, (No. 1001,) of Tuesday, January 9, 1776,
directed or addressed to the Congress at Breter,

Voted, That Daniel Fowle, Esq., tlie supposed printer
of said Paper, be forthwith sent for and ordered to appear
before this House, and give an account of the author of said
piece; and further to ansWer for his printing said piece, so
much derogatory to the honour of this Assemqly, as well as
of the honourable Continental Congress, and injurious to the
calIse of liberty now contending for.

Vot/:d, That the Hon. John Wentworth, Esq., of Somers-
worth, be one of the Counsellors for the County of Strafford,
in the room of Thomas Westbrook Waldron, Esq., who WaS
chosen, but did not accept.

Voted, That the Billeting-Roll of Captain ltloses Leavitt,
amounting to eighty-seven Pounds twelve Shillings and nine
Pence, be allowed and paid out of the Treasury, and that
the President of the Council give his warrant on the Trea-
surer, or Paymaster, for the payment thereof.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Thursday, January 18,1776..Met according to adjournment.
Voted, That Colonel Baker, Colonel TFalker, and Co-

lonel Mo.!!, be a Committee o.fth4 ~oJJse, to join a Com-
mittee of the honourable Council, to walt on John Langdon,
Esq., at Hampton-Fa.lls, or wherever they may meet him,
and desire him to repa.ir to tl1isHouse as soon as he conve-
niently can. . .

A L()tter prepared by the Committee of both Houses, in
answer to one received from General Wash1'ngton,respect-
ing Fire-Arms, &c., being read,

Voted, That the same be tra,nscribed, and sent to his Ex-
cellency Gener~l Washington as soon as may be.

VQted, That Major Parker, Mr. Gibson, and Captain
Wait, be a COl1,)mittee,to join a Committee of the honourable
Council, to ta~e into consideration what method is best to be,
taken to obtain security forDebts in Civil Cases, and how
far the same shall be prosecuted and carried into execution
as to the recovery of such Debts.

Up~m reading the ,petition from Newtown, in behalf of
Second Parish:'

,

Voted, That John Dudky, Esq., Captain Prentice, Mr.
Bakh, Mr. Baldwin, Captain Wait, James Betton, Esq.,
and Major Bellows, be a Committee to examine into. the
matters bf the comp1aint,and make'report thereon as soon as
may be. . .

The said Committee made the following Report thereon,
VlZ:-

Upon considering the prayer of the within Petition, and
hearing the evidences on both sides,find that thliJwithin
named Joseph Bartktt, Esq., was not legally chosen by the
Town of Newtown to represent them in Congress on,May
17th, 1775.

'

Per order: NATHANIEL BALCH, Chairman.

The Petitions from the Towns of Portsmouth, Dover,
Newington, Rochester, Stratham, Northampton, Rye, New-
Market, Kensington, Greenland, and a part of Brentwood,
against taking up Government in the new form established
by this House, being read and considered, (by both Houses,
being come together in the Town-House,) and fully argued
by Mr. John Pickering, Counsel for the Petitioners;

The House adjourned till tb-morrow, nine o'clock, A. M.

Frid~y, Jan~ary 19, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment. .
Voted, To choose a Committee of five persons to consult

with some of the members of t4e Committee of Safety of
Portsmouth, and report to this House what they think best
to be done respecting removing the People from Gosport;
and tbat Dr. Levi Dearborn, Captain Wait; Colonel Evans,
John McClary, Esq., and Captain ]t[oulton, be the said
Committee.

Voted, That Colonel Morey, Colonel David Gilman, and
Colonel Evans, be a Committee of this House, to confer
with a Committee of the honourable Coun~il, aboutlaying our
plan of Government before the honourable the Continental
Congress, and taking their advice thereon, and to make re-
port to the House as soon as maybe.

The Committee appointed to consult abou,t removing the.
People from Gosport, made report to the House as follows,viz:

The Committee appointed for ihe' above-said business,
beg leave to report; That it is our opinion that the inhabit-
ants of Gosport, on the Isle-of-Shoals, remain there, until
further orders from this Hause; and that they be allowed to
purchase any necessaries of life, sufficient for their o,vn
£'lmilies,at Rye Harbour, or Little Boar's Head, in North-
ampton, on making pay for the same in c~h, or good fish.
Provision to be made by some two persons ncar said har-
bours for the apove. purpose, or by a Committee for that
purpose, in behalf of the. Colony; and that the said inhabit-
an.ts be forbid going to, or trading in, any other harbour or
harbours.. . ,

Which Report being read and considered,
Voted, That the Inhabitants of Gosport remain on that

Island till further ordersfi'om this House:.
Voted,. That Captain ]t[oses Barnett, of Londonderry,

be, and hereby is~empowered to take and certifY Deposi-
tions. for Adain Stuart, and against him, concerning the
complaint and infornlation of the Committee of Safety of
Londonderry. .

'

The honourable Board s3nt down the following Vot~ Qf
Council, viz:. . , '

"Colony of New.Hampshire, in Council, January 19,1776.

"Upon reading the Letters from his Exceliency General
Washington and General Sullivan, requesting Recruits from
the Continental Army, the Board are of opinion that the
requisition ought speedily to be attended to, and \Y;ould
therefore recomm.cnd a vote to. be passed for the raising
one regiment out of our Militia now in the servjce ; and that
a Committee of the honourable House be appointed to join
with a Committee of the Board, and fully authorized to
carry the same into execution.

" Voted, That the foregoing be sent to the honourable
House.

" Attest: _ E. THO'ilfPsON,Secretary."
General Washington's Letter is as follows:

'

"Cambridge, January 16,1776.

"Sm: The alanning and almost defenceless state of our
Jines,'occasioned by the slow progtess in raising recruits for
the new Army, and the departure of a great number of the
Militia, which had been called in for their support till the
15th instant, rendered it necessary for me to summon the
General Officers in Council, to determine on proper ,means
to be adopted for their preservation. For this purpose, they
met at Head-Quar!ers yesterdky and to-day, and finding
that it was with the utmost difficulty and persuasion that
such of the lattor as are now here have been prevailed upon
to continue till the last of the month, (after which thereis
not the remote;t probability of their stay-inga -moment,) they
have judged it expedient, and absolutely necessary, that
thirteen regiments should be fo~thwith.rais.ed,equal to those
of the new establishment, to be officered according to the
usual mode of their respective Governments, which are to

.
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repair to this camp ~y the last instant, if possible, to be in
readiness to act in such manner, till.the 1st 0,£April, as cir-
cumstances may require. Of this number, they apprehend
the Massachusetts should furnish seven, Connecticut four,
and your Government t)"o, being agreeable t9 the propor-
tion settled by Congress. , .

"In order that each regiment may consist of a proper
number of officers and men, I have encl9sed you a,list for
th.eirregulation, and of the Continental pay. I must earnestly
solicit your attention and regard to arms, ammunition, blan-
kets, kettles, and <?lothing,that they may come as well pro-
vided with these. necessari~s as possible, particularly the
first, as) from the amazing deficiency here, I shall not have
it in my power to supply them. G WASHlNGTON.

" Hon. ftfatthew Thornton, Esq."
Another Lett~r from his Excellency General Washington.

"Cambridge, January 21, 1'i'76.

.' I' S.R: In the hurry ormy lilSt despatches to you, of the
19th instant, I forgot to intimate that, for the encourage-
ment of the regiment destined for Canada, a month's ad-
vance pay will be :illowed officers and soldiers by me, in
behalf of the Co.ngress; at the same time, I think it but
right that you should be apprized of the intention of this
UovernmenttQ allow their regiment another inonth's pay, to
enable the men. to provide for so long and fatiguing a march,
and, in the mean time, leave something for their families to
subsist uportduring their absence. I have no doubt but that
this last adv:illlGewill be pleasing enough to Congres~, and
thctt the moner will be speedily refunded; but as I have no
authority tfIdlrect it, and would not appear, by any act of
mine, to put the three regiments for Canada upon a differ-
ent footing than those who have been raising for this Army,
I only give you a hint of the intention of this Government,
that, if you think proper, the regiment from your Colony
may be placed upon the-sqme footing, as I know all kind
of distinctions are considered by troops with an evil and
jealous eye. Such necessaries as are absolutely requisite for
the march of this regiment you will please have provided,
upon the. best terms you can, a~d regular accounts, with
vouchers thereof, kept, that payment may be made.

.

The
. importance of despatch will, I. am persuaded, appear in so
urgent a light to you, that I need add nothing on this head,
1Jut shall be glad to hear what progress ydu make in the
business.

. .

"
Being with the sincerest regard and esteem, sir, your

most obedient h~mble servant, G. WASHI~GTON."

The House adjourned to two o'clock, afternoon.
. . .

Met according to adjournment.

Voted, That the Account or'the Commjttee of Safety of
meter, amounting to seventy-nine Pounds thirtcen Shillings,
b~ all9wed. and paid out of the Treasury, and that tl:).ePre-
sident of the Council give his order on the Treasurer for
payment of the same.

The information and complaint of the Conimittc~ of
Safety of Londonderry, against Adam Stuart, being read
and considered in the Hous~,

Voted, That the parties be heard thereon on Tuesday
next, afternoon.

..

Voted, That there be im.Assistant Clerk of t11isHouse;
and that Noah,.Ji]mery, Esq., the pres~t Clerk, have Jiberty
to appoint said Assistant.'

Voted, That John Dudl~y, Esq., Samuel Dudley, Esq.,
Captain Prentice, Jairtes Betton, Esq., and :MajOl:Bellows,

. be a Committeeof this Hopse, to join a Committeeof the
honourable Council, to examine into ana report what Wages
or Pay each Committee-man, that have been. emplo~d by
the late Congresses; and by this House, ought to recei;e for
their. services, and to make report to this House thereOf.

The HOllse adjourned tiH to-mo.ITOWmorning, nine o'dack.. . .

S;lturday, January 20,1776.
. The House met IwcQrdingto adjournment.

Voted,' That Nicholas Gilman, Esq., Treasurer pf this
Colony, be desired to forward' the Blankets conecj~dfor the.
ContinimtalAnpy, to.Head-Quarters, as soon :tS may be,
with an account thereof to tbeQeneral, and to receive. the
money tor them, or a receipt &om the Conunissary-(.Te-
nera!. '

..

Voted, That the Muster-Roll of Captain James Merrill,
amounting to (our Pounds five Shillings and three Pence,
be allowedand paid out of the Treasury, and that the Pre-
sident give his order on the Treasurer for payment thereof.

Voted, That Colonel Walker, John McCWry, Esq., and
Samuel Sherburne, Esq., be a Committee of this House, to
join a Committee of the honourable Board, to make report
to this Ho~se wbat pay Dr. Hall Jacks()n ought to receive
for his past service::;to this Colony, and what establishment
he shall have in future..

'Voted,' That Captain Moulton, Colonel Davii Gilman,
and Major John Bel!JJws, be a Committee of this House,
to join a Committee .of tbe honourable Board, to consult
about appointing the Field-Officers of the Regiment this
day voted to be raised for the Continental ~I:ffiY,and for
further carrying the said vote into execution, and make re-
port to this House. .

Voted, To raise one Regiment of Soldiers forthwith, to
consist of eight Companies; each Company .to cc;msistof
one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants,
four Corporals, one Drummer, one Fifer, and seventy-six
Privates, all to be on the lines of the Continental Army by
the f4:stday of February next, and to continue in the ser~ce
unt\l the first day of April next, on the.establishment of the
Continental Army; and also to raise more men, S9 as to
make up another Regiment, of tbe same number, in case
General Sullivan shall fail of raising a full Regiment out of
our Militia now in the. service; and that a Committee of this
J-J:ousebe appointed to join with a Committee of the honour-
abl~ Board, and be fully authorized to carry this vote into
exec\ltion, saving to the Council and Assembly the right of
appointing the Field-Officers.

. Voted, That Joseph Wait, Esq., be Colonel of the Re-
giment, voted to be raised in this Colony for the Contimm-
tal. Anny; and that Henry Gerrish, Esq., be Lietitenant-
Colonel, and Isaac Butterfield, Esq., be Major, of said Re-
giment.

.

Voted, That the Regiment this day voted to 1;1eraised ill.
this Colony, to continue in the service !lntil the first day of
April ri,ext, and to be On.the lines of tlw Continental Arply
by tlle firstday of February next, on the establishment .of
the Continental Army, shall be, ,il1stead of that service,
inlisted for the serVice in the Northern A-fIIlY,commanded
by General Schuyler, now .in Canada, to continue. in 1;I1at
service until the first day of January next, unless sooner
discharged, ~nd to ~e on the same.establishmept with the
other officers am] soldierS in, the said Army; and that Co-
lonel Timothy Bedel command the. said Regiment as Co-
lonel; that Joseph wait, Esq., be Lieutenant-Colonel; and
Isaac Butterfi.eld, Esq., be Major, of such RegiTl1ent; and
that each officer and soldjer that sha}linlis~ in said service,
shall receive .two I1]onth;{advance pay upon .their being
mustered; and in case the said Major Butterfield shall be
by any means rendered incapable of proceeding in said $er-
vice, that a blank cQrnmissioiYbegiven to Colonel Bedel or
Colonel Wait, to appoint some other person to .be Major in
his stead, this vote notwithstanding.

Voted, That the Must~r-Rollof Captain Eliphal.et Da..
niel, amounting to thirty-one Pounds fourteen Shillings and
sixPence, be allowed and paid out of the Treasury, and
that the President of the Council give his order on the
Treasurer for payment thereof.

Adjourned to three o'clock, afternoon.

Met according to adjournment~ .
.

Voted, That Doctor Hall Jackson, Mr. Sherburne, and
Captain Long, bea Comrpittee to P

.

roc\lre Qne hunclNd and
fifty stand of Arms, now in Portsmoutn, belonging to the
MassachusfJtt~ Colony, and all the. Duffi.l!s [Qr }31anJwting,
that they c!ln procure at Portsrrwuth,and transport them to
Exeter, as soon as I'nhybe. ,. -'

Voted, That CQlc;melMorey be appointed to procure four
hundred Hatchets, and also Spow-Shoes, for the use of the
Regiment going to Canada, sufficient for their service. .

Voted, That Mr. Richard Ghampney De desired to pro-
cure and deliver to the Treasurer one hundn;d alld. twel1ty
good Tin K.ettles, a$ soon -asmay be, for the use of the Re~'
gimentgoingto Canaqa. ,.. " . .

Voted, That Colonel MQr~yarid Major Bellows he :Mus..
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tennasters of the Regiment going to 9anada, and also Pay-
masters of their advance "\Vages,when they are mustered at
COQs,orelsewhere.

Adjourned to Monday next, nin~ o'clock in the morning.

Mpnd",y, Jan\lary 22, 1776.

Met according to adjournment.

Voted, That whereas by a vote of Saturd~y rast, Colo-
nel lYlorey and Major Bellows were appointed l\'Iusteimas-
tel'S and Paymasters to the Regiment going to Gqnada, and
were dire,ted to pay their advance Wages when mustered at
(Aos, Or. elsewhere:" ' ,

It is now fiwther Voted, That the said Paymasters deli-
ver one half of said advance Pay to the Field-Offi,cers, to be
paid to ,theSoldiers upon their inlistment, and the other h:tlf
to be 'paid on, their passing muster.

, Voted, Thai Colonel David Gilman, James Betton, Esq.,
and Captain Pni-ntice, be a Committee of the honourable
Board concerning GeTleral Sullivan's appointing Officers
for a new Regiment,and his requisition to this Assembly
conce~~g said Regiment; and to make report to this House
as soon' as may be. , -
- Voted, That Coloriel Nicholas Gilman, 'Captain Josiah
Moulton, and Captain Ezekiel Worthen, be a Committee
of this House, to join a Committee of the honourable Board,
to hire or agree with a person or persons to build, for the
use of this Colony, a Row-Galley, agreeable to a plan or
draft presented to this House by Major Hackett.

Adjourned to half-past two o'clock, P. IVI.

Met according to arljo\,ITnment.

Voted, That,there be added to the Pay p(each of the
Members of the hono.urable Council, and of this House, one
Shilling per day fdr their attendance in Congress and on
this Assembly, for six months, from the first sitting of C(')n-
gress, on the twenty-first of December last.

Mr. ClJmnpney reported to the House that he had pro-
cured twenty-thr~'e six-quart Kettles at Portsmouth, and
that thiliy more v>illbe ready at Newburyport on Wednes-
day night next, and that, thirty more can be ready at New~
buryp(Jrtby Saturday night week. ' ,

'

, Voted, That Colonel Evans, John Dudley, Esq., and
IchaQQdRawlins; Esq., be a Committee of this House, to
join a Committee, of tlle honourable Board, to confer,upon
the expediency of choosing Delegates or a Delegate for this
Colony, w'represent us at the Grand Continental Congress
at Philadelphia, for the year ~nsuing. .-

, Voted, That Wysernan ClageU, Esq.; be Attorney-Ge-
neral for this Colony for tAe current year;

,Voted, That Colonel Timothy Walker, Esq., go to
Head.-Quacters as 1;oonas may 'be, and inqllire what number
of Troops arc inlisted there, belonging to this Colony, to be
in the servi~e till the first of April next, :md what Officers
they choose' to command them; and to make any further
inqu!ri'3sconcerning the state of oUr Troops there; alid to
makQ report thereof to this House, or to the Cornmittee of

, Safety, as soonaS'maybe. .

Adjourned to 'nine o'clOCk,to-morrow mOJ'I1ing~. I
,

.
.. T{1~sday, Ianuary 23~ 1776'.

Met according to adjournment.

Voted,
.
That Colonel' Walker, Captain Pr_entice,and

Colonel David Gilman, be .a Committee of this HOlise, to
join a Committee of the honourable Board" to confer to-
gether, and mqke report to this House, as soon as may be,
what may- he best to be ,done iri respect to the Regiment
noW rai;;il1g for the Continental Army, "andcommissioriing,
them.

VQted, That Major Downing, John Dudley, Egq., and
Colonel Morey, be a Committee of this HOljse, to confer
with a CC:Winittee of the hon'ourable Board, about nomina-
ting thre~ Delegates to represent this Colony at the Conti-
nental Congress at'Fhiladelphia.

...
' .

Voted; That C;lond.TiinpthyWalker, Captain'J~siah
Moulton, Captain Prentice, Mr. Jacob Abbott, Colonel
,Evans, and Colonel Morey, be a COrhmittee of this House,
to confer with a Committee of die. hQnourableCol,JDcil,
about the appointment of theCh;il Officers in *ls Colony.

The foliowing Vote of Council' w-;'$brought down from
the Board, viz:, . . -. ',,'

"In Council, January 23, ] 776: Whereas, by Jaw, all
persons appointed to OiIices in Towns or Parishes in this
Colony are required to. take an oath for the faithful discharge
of their duty therein; and as difficulties have, and often may
arise by re~son of no Magistrate attending Town OrParish
meetings, nor being appointed in some Towns or Parishes;
for rerr~edy whereof, it.is nbw Resolved, That the Mode-
rator of any such Town or Parish rneeting, which may be
held, in this Colony, be, and 1\ hereby, empowered to ad-
mi.nister the oath appointed by law to ilny Clerk of such
Town or Parish; and afterwards such. Clerk is herebY- em-
powered to administer' the oaths appointed bylaw to, all
other Town or Parish 0111cers.

"'Read, and sent down to the honour~ble House for COn-
-cUrrence. " ,IVI. W E:ARE,President."

In the HOi/,.lSeof Representatives, January 23, 1'1:76:
R,esQlve being read, Voted, That this House conc1,lf there-
with.' ~P, WaITE, Speaker.

~',
'

.

Voted, That Deacon Nahum Baldwin receive out.of the
Treasury thirty-five Pounds; to purchase Fire-Arms for tbis
Colony, and to be by him accounted for; and that the
President of the Council give order on the Treasurer for
paY1;nentthereof. ..

And Voted,.To send one of the l\f~mbers oCthis House,
(being of the Comq)ittee of Safijty) and one of the honour-
able Gouncil, whom they shall appoint, as aC.ommitt~e to
tfeilt with his Exceijency General Washington about 0111'-
cering the Regim~Pt no,v raising for the Continental Anny;
and that said Committe~ have full pmver to settle 'those
mah(~rs.with the General; and that Captain JosiahMoul-
ton be the Committee from this House.

.

, . ~.
'Voted, T.hat Mr. ~awlins, Mr. O~tts, and Colonel Da-

vid Gilnian, be a COl)1lpitteeof this 1-louse, to join a Com-
mittee of the hQnourable Board, 'if'! i11quiremtothe state of
the Treasury, and <\,Iso,to report what fuither sum of Bins
of Credit is pecessary to be ~mitted on the' faith or this Co-
lony for'DtIl:present exig~ncies, and in ,vhat, manner to be
emitted; and, also, to receive of the Treasurer all sucb Bills
as are on interest, nbw in the Treas11ry, and tQ.bring the
same to be b1)mt to ashes before the, General Court. ' .

Voted, That Captain John Ga(fe'b~, and is hereby, ap-
pointed to countersign the Bills of Credit now lying in the
Treasury not countersigned.

Voted, Tha.t Jo~n Dudley, Esq.; IchabQd Rawli'ns, Esq'.,'
Colonel David Gilman, Samuel Gntts, ,Esq., Samuel Sher-
burne, Esq., John ]}IcGlary, Esq., and lYlajor Tash, be a
Committee to eX3,wineinto the matters of 'complaint of the
Co,mmittee of Londonderry against Adam Stuart, who is
suspected of being iriimical to this country; 3,nd to make
report to this H6usc as soon as may be. '

,VQted, That Josiah Bart7ett, JQlm Lar/gdon, and Wil-
liamTf1Mpple, E5qs., be, and hereby are, appoirited Dele-
gates to represent ihis Colony if) the ContiQental ConQ'fess
at Philadelphia, (or the term. of one year .from this time ;
anyone of them (in the absence of the others) to have full
power to represent the Colony; and that not more than two
of them attend at Qne. time.

.
.

Voted, To c1100se.a Co~mittee,fo
.

confer with a Com-
minee of the honourable. Board, and make .:report to this
House in what manner, and in what name, such Writs,
Warrants, and' Precepts, as may be neces_sary to be issued
in case$ of Trespasses, Assaufts, and other Breaches of the
Peace, and also for. collecting of Ta.xcs, sgall be 'issued;
and that Dr. Levi Dearbo.Tn, Captain .iJTooney,and Captain
Galfe, be 'the COp1inittee Qf this Hous~ ror that purpose.

.

Voted, That the Report of the COlnmittee -appointed to
hear and. examine Into the matters, of CQlpplaint of the Com-
mittee .of Londonderry. agiii11stAdflm. Stuart, be received
and filed. .

And Ordered, That Capt~n Long, Mr. Ra:WZins,.and
M-\".Ji)mexsvn,write a Letter to the GeneralCourt at Water-
lown,ti;J advert~s(:):~11mn.,of the trial of said Stuart before a
Committee of this House, a-irdthat they have adjudged him
to be inimical to the cause of Ameficanliberty.

'

Upon the. application of Dani!;l JacksQn for liberty to
sairas a' Privati.)efagain~t ,ourenetnies, ,.. .

, .
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Voted, That lchabod Rawlins, and John McClary, Esqs.,
and Mr. Baker, be a Committee of this House, to join a
Committee of the honourable Board, to consult on that mat-
ter and commission him in such manner as th~y shall think
be;t, and lay the same before this House for their appro-
bation.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Wednesday, January 24, 1776.

Met according to adjournment.,
Voted, To direct our Delegates at the Continental Con-

gress to purchase and send here, on freight, one thousand
barrels of Flour, on account and risk of this Colony, at the
best and cheapest rate possible.

Voted, That Colonel Morey, Colonel Gerrish, and Dr.
Dearborn, be a Committee to view and buy twenty Fire-
Arms, procured for the 'use of this Colony by Mr. ~loses
Parsons.

Voted, That Dr.Joshua Brack~tt beJudge of the Court
of Admiralty for the Colony of New-Hampshire; and that
Samuel Penhallmv, Esq., be Register of said Court.

'Voted, That Colonel Walker and Samuel Sherburne,
Esq., be a Committee of this House, to join a Committee cl
the honourable Board, to consult and draw up such Rules
and ReQ"Ulationsfor the Court of Admiralty to be governed
by, as ~ay appear to b~ legal and necessary at this time,
and to make report to this House as soon as may be.,

Voted, To .choosea Committee of this House, to join a
Committee of the honourable Board, to draw up Instruc-
tions for the Committee voted to be sent to General Wash-
i~gton about officering the Regiment now raising for the
Continental Army; and that Colonel Walker and James
Betton, Esq., be the said Committee from this HOl~se.

Voted, That the draft for a Commission for Captain
Daniel Jaclcson;as master and commander of the Privateer
Enterprise, brought by Mr. Clagett into this House by
order of Council, is acceptable to the House, and that the
same be sealed up in a letter and sent to the Committee of
Safety of Portsmouth, who are to take bond of said Jack-
son for his faithful discharg~ of his trust, in case the same
measure is adopted by the Genera,l C.ourt of the ~fassachu-
setts-Bay; the hond to be for one thousand Pounds.

Acljourned to half-past two o'clock, P. M.

Bill of the constituents of each respective Member. Which
being read and considered,

Voted, That this House adhere to their former Vote.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morro~ morning.

Thursday, January 25, 1776.

Met accordil?g to adjournment.

Voted, That Jolm Dudley 'and James Betton, Esqs., be
a Committee of this House, to, confer with a Committee of
the honourable Board, concerning s'ettling the dispute be-
tween Colonel Hobart and Colonel Stark, and make report
thereon to this, House as soon as may be.

, Voted, That Colonel David Gilman and Captain Pren-
tice be added to the Committee of Safety, for the purpose
of fi!ting out the Regiment under command of Colonel
Bedel for Canada.

Voted, That the Committee of Safety proceed'to fit out
and send off to Canada the Regiment under command of
Colonel Bedel, the sitting of the General Assembly not-
w~~~~

,

Voted, That Colonel Walker, Mr. Gibson, and Captain
Bell, be a Committee of this House, to c911ferwith a Com-
mittee of the honourable Board, about an adjournment of
the Council and Hou~e, and to make report as soon as
may be. _

'

Voted, To send no answer to Colonel Hobart's message
by Mr. Gray. . ,

Voted, That Samuel Outts, Esq., Gommissary, receive
out of the Tr;.easury five hundred Pounds, to be by him ac-
counted for, and that the President of the Council give
order on the Treasurer for payment thereof.

Vdted, The Committee of Safi~ty of New-Afarket their
Account for Fire.Rafts, amounting to thirty-nine Pounds

'six Shillings and three Pence halt~penny, be allowed and
paid out of the Treasury, and that the President of the
Council give order on the Treasurer for payment thereof.

Voted, That John Dudley, Esq., Otis' Baker; Esq.,
Mr. Jacob Abbott, Captain Prentiee, and Mr. ETfJerson, be
a Commi.ttee to join with a Committee of the honourable
Board to nominate proper persons in the respective. Coun-
ties in the Colony to administer an Oath to the respective
Officers of each County in said Colony, and to nominate a
Committee in each County to receive Bonds of the Record-
ers of Deeds and Conveyances, Register of Probate, and
County Treasurer, in the respective Counties in this Colony;
also, to nominate a Committee in each County to Temm~
the Record of Deeds and Conveyances and of Probate to
the places where they are to be kept in the respective
Counties.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morTow moming.

Met according to adjournment.
Voted, That in case the Regiment now raising for the

Continental Army be raised at the lines or elsewhere, or
nearly filled up und~ the officers appointe? by G~neral
Sullivan, that the same officers stand accordmg to hL'?ap-
pointment. Otherwise that t~1CCommittee of tI~is Hous,e
nominate six persons as candidates-three of whICh to be
Field-Officers of said Regiment, viz: Colonel William
Stark, Major Thomas Tash, Major Dav~d Copp, Colon:l Met according to adjournment.
Jonathan Burnam, Colonel Henry Gernsh, and Captain

Voted, That ~Iatthew Morley, a prisoner here, receive
Henllles Mooney..

out of the Treasury t,welve Pounds, towards his subsistence,
Voted, That thy 'Sum o~ ~leven. hundred ~nd tw~nty- to be by him accomited for, and 'that the .President of the,'

eight Po~nds and fifteen Slllllmgs, III paper Bills, ~n mte- Council give order on the Treasurer for payment thereof.
rest, received out of th~ Treasury by the .Commlttee of

Voted, That John D]1dley, Esq., Major Barker, Cap-both Houses, be forthwith b~rnt to a.;hes m presence of
tain Prentice, Captain Worthen, John ~lcCla1'1J, Esq., and

both ":louses; a~d that the said CO?Imltt~e be) and hereby
JamR.s Betton, Esq., be a Committee, to join a Committee

are" discharged III full from the receIpt thereof.
of the honourable Council, about settling ihe Wages of both

Voted, That the balance of the Account of Amos East- Houses.
'

'

,

man, for Guns, amounting.to thirty-two Pounds sixtren Shil-
Voted, That Captain Long, Mfljor Downing, and Dea-lings, be. allowed and paid .out. of the Treasury, and that

con Knowles, be a Committee, to join a Committee of thethe President of the Co~nCIl give order on the Treasurer
honourable Council, to consider of the petitioning thefor payment thereof..
honourable the Continental Congress, with regard to the

Voted, That Captain Richard Emms, now a prisoner at settling one or mQre Battalions of Soldiers at Portsmouth,
Portsmonth, receive out of the T~easury fifteen Pounds, to- or any other part of this,Colony, for the defence thereof,
wardshi~ suhsiswnce, to be .by ~Im accounted for, and that npon the Continental charge and establishment.

,

'the President of the Council gIve order on the Treasurer Voted, That Philips White, Esq., and Noah Emery,for payment thereof.
. Esq., for the County of Rockingham; Colonel' Balcer and

The Vote of this House of Jan~tary 15, 1776, relating Ichabod Rollins, Esq., for the County of Strafford; Afat-
to the Pay of the Members of the honourable Council and thew Patten, Esq., and Moses Ni~l!Ols,Esq., for the County
of this House, b(~ingsent up to the honourable Board; and of Hillsborough; Th.omas Sparhawlc, Esq., and Benjamin.
beinO"sent down to this House, (by Mr. Giles,) concurred Bellows, Jun., Esq., for the Copnty of Cheshire; Samuel
with" this amendment, viz: That the money drawn out of Emerson, Esq., and Daniel Brainard, Esq.,for tbe County
the Treasury, by each M;emberof the House.of Represent- of Grafton, be, and hereby are, appointed Committees, in

'atives, for their attendance, shall be added to the next Tax conjunction with a Committee from the honourable Board,
FOURTHSERIES.- VOL. V. 2

Friday, January 26, 1776.
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in the respective Counties, to administer Oaths or Oath of
Office to the several persons chosen into office in the afore-
said Counties; also, to take Bonds of the respective Record-
ers of Deeds and- Conveyances and County Treasurers, in a
respectable sum, to Philips TVhite, Esq., Speaker of the
House of Representatives, or the Speaker for the time beihg,
faithfully and impartiaIly to execute their office. Also,'
to remove the Records of Deeds and of the Probate Offi-
ces, and those of th~ Secretary, and deliver them to the
persons no\v appointed to keep those offiCes; also,_ upon
the death or incapacity of any of the aforesaid officers,
where Records are kept, ,that they, in their respective
Counties, be empowered to take such Records and safely
keep them till the then next sittingof GeneralAssembly.
" Voted, That. Captain Prentice and Captain Hercules
Mooney be a Committee of this House, to join a Commit-
tee of the honourable Council, to prepare a form of an
Oath, or Oaths, to be taken by the several 0fficers of the
respective Comities in this ~olany. .

Voted, Tlpt Colonel Walker and Captain Long be a.
Committee of this lIouse, to join a Committee of the
honourable Council, to consult about the most convenient
method of obtaining Flour, from abroad. _

Voted, That Colonel -Gilman and Colonel Evans be a
Committee to procure seventy Axes, for the use of the
Regiment destined for Canad'!, on the best terms they can
get them.

, Upon reading the Vote of the honourable Council, that
the Pay due to the several Members of the General As-
sembly be drawn out of the Treasury at the end of the
Session, according to the Votes of the House; and the ques-
tion, Whether the same shall be replaced in the Treasury
by the constituents of each Member, as well as the future
waO"es,be put oft. until the second Wednesday of the sit\ing
.of the Gfmeral.Assemb~yafter this adjournment? .

Voted, Not to concur.

Voted, That Noah Emery, Esq., be allowed and paid
out of the Treasury six Shillings per day for each day's at-
tendance in the late Congress and in the House of Repre-
sentatives, for his service as Clerk ?f said Houses, over and
above his wages as a Member of the same.

Voted, That the Justices 9f the Peace through this
Colony, and of the several Counties within the same, be
directed to try no Actions in Civil Cases until further 01'-
ders of the General Assembly. That, after the first day of
4Pril next, the several Courts of General Sessions of the
Peace sit in the respective Coun.ties, at the'terms J1eretofore
appointed by law, and not before. That the Justices of
the Peace make use of the same Forms in the issuing their
process in Criminal Cases, as has been legal formerly.
That the several Courts of Sessions at their meeting take

,

up and determine_all matters that lay unfinished by the last
Court of General Sessions held in such County.

That the Superior Court of Judicature, &c., and the
several Inferior Courts of Common Ple,as, in their respective
Counties, be not opened till further orders of the General
Assembly.

That the Justices of the Pea_ce be guided by the laws of
.this Colony, in determining criminal matters, till otherwise
determined by the General Assembly. That the laws of this
Colony, printed in the late edition thereof, originaIly made
and passed by the legislative authority of this Colony, may
at pre~nt {until a more careful revision and amendment of.
them) be a guide to all E,.xecutiveofficers of this Co]ony,
and M considered :y3law, except an Act requiring persons to
take an oath-of allegiance, (in the first page;) all clauses

. respecting the Governour and Council sitting or acting as a
Court of Appeals; the clause allowing an appeal to the
King incase, &c.; the Act for fixing triennial Assemblies;

. and an Act laying an excise on Spirituous Liquors.
Resolved, Thaf th~re be emit.ted twenty thousand and

eight Pounds sixte~n Shillings, lawful money, upon the cre-
dit of this Colony, for the use' and service thereof, in Bills

.Iof the following denominations, viz: 3,176 bills of six Dol-
lars; 3,176 bills of five Dollars; 3,176 bills of four Dollars;
3,176 bills of three Dollars; 3,176 bills of two Dollars ;
3,176 bills of one Dollar. And that the same shall be re-
deemed by a tax, on the Polls and Estates of the inhabitants
of this Colony, in the following manner, viz: £5,000 by

the 26th day of :(anUaT1j, in the year of our Lord 1783;
£5,000 ,more by the 26th of January, 1784; £5,000 more
by the 26th of January, 1785; £5,008 16s. more by the
26th of January, 1786. And that the form of said Bills be
as follows, viz : . .

"Colony of NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

". .'. . Dollars. . . . Dollars.
"No. ( ) January 26, ]

776.

"The possessor of this bill shall be paid by the Trea-
surer of this Colony. . . . dollars,by the. . . . . . . ;_

which bill shall be received for the aforesaid.sum in all pay-
ments at the Treasury, arid al}other payments by order of
the Council and Assembly.

". . . . Dollars. . . . . Dolla,rs.

I
Committee."

That Josiah lIIoulton, Jun., Joseph Gilman, amI Philips
White, Esquires, or any two of them, be a Committee to
sign said Bills. .

. That Meshech Weare~ Esq. and Doctor Levi Dearborn
be a Committee to procure Paper and superintend the Press,
while the Money is printing, and deliver the same to the
Treasurer, and take his receipt therefor. .

..All which Bills, after their redemption, shall be burnt to
ashes in the presence of the Council and Assembly.

Adjoumed to nine o'clock, to-mQrrow mornin'g.

.
Saturday, January 2'1',17'7(;'

The. Hous~ met aCGording to adj~urnment.
VOted, That the honourable Council and House of Re-

presentatives shall be adjoumed from th~ day to the first
Wednesday in lIIarch next, to meet at the Town-House in
Exeter, at three of the clock, afternoon.

Voted, That Mr. Secretary Thompson shall receive three
Shillings per day, for ,sixteen days' attendance 'on the late
Congress as Secretary, over and above his wages as a Mem-
ber of said Congress, (out of the grarH made yesterday to
Noah Emery, as Clerk of sai'd Congress,) and ,that he re-
ceive six Shillings per tIay for his serVices as Secretary to
the C010ny, over and above hi~ wages as ~ Counsellor.

Voted, That Captain Ezek1:el Worthen be chief com-
mander of the forces at' and near Piscataqua Harbour, and
that he, with the,soldiers there, erect such Battery, on and
near Great-Island, as, shall be nec~ssary to prevent the
enem>:f~om landing. there; .and that he receive a Major's
commISSIon, and llavea Major's pay. -

'

Voted, That the Roll of Captain William Prescott,
amounting to one hundred and sevel1ry-one Pounds four-
teen Shillings five Pence half-penny, 1Je allowed and paid
out of the Treasury, and that the President of the Council
give order on the Treasurer for payment thereof.

Voted, That the Oath to be tak~n by the several Justices
of the Peace in this Colony sball' be the same as..that in
the last edition of the Law Book; and that all other officers
be sworn diligently, faithfully, al1d impartially, to, execute
the offices to which they are appointed.

Adjoumed one hour,' then met..
. ,

. Voted, That William Whipple, Esq., our Delegate to the
Continental Congress, have and receive, out of the Trea-
sury one hundred Pounds, to be by him accounted for, and
that the President of the Council give order on the Trea-
surer for payment thereof. ..

.

Voted, That the Receiver-General and Samuel Brooks
receive all the Blankets offered t9 them, from this day until
the firp~ day of the I\.ext sessionof this Assembly,and pay
for them out of the Treasury. . .

Voted, That the Committee of Safety be directed to
write to the Continental Congress, al)d lay the plan ,of Go-
vernment, taken up by this Colony, before them, and let
them know that a number of the Members of this House
dissented to and protested against the same, (supposing it
breathed too much of the ,spirit of independence,) and to
know the judgment of the Congress thereon.

,Voted, Th~t Captai~ Tu;rner be, and hereby is, discharged
fi'om the serVlCe of thIs Colony as Captain of a Cpmpany
of Artillery, and also of his said Company, and that Major
Ezekiel Worthen take the command of said Cpmpany.
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Voted, That the Committee of Safety receive o~t of the
Treasury nine Shillings per d,ay, for their past service, and
for every day of their sitting in future, in .the recess of the
GeneralCourt, they paying their expenses; and that they
be allowed the same travel as the Members of the General, ,

Gourt 'have.
Voted, That the following Petition be sent to the Conti-

nental Congress, viz :
To the Honourable CQngressof rhe UNITEDCOLONIESof

,

NORTH AMERICA.
"

Humbly showeth the Council and Assembly of the Colony
of NEW-Ruu>SHIRE:

That by reason of their vicinity to the Town of Boston,
and the enemy's ships-of-war often hovering round their coast
and harbour, they have been kept, for many months past,
in perpetual ahirm; have ,been at a very great expense in
preparing to de:fi~nd themselves,'~ at least thirty thousand
pounds, lawful money, in erecting batteries, mounting can-
non, and supporting soldiers, having had fourteen hundred
men unde:.; pay at one time, exclusive of two hundred ma-
tros~es to guard the metropolis, and expect, the ensuing
spring, to be under the 'necessity of raising a much larger
number; qnd as you have been pleased to' order a number
of battalions of men j:O be raised, to guard other Colonies,
and as this is by far the poorest Colony On the Continent,
according to the number of inhabitants, we most humbly
pray your ,Honours would order such a number of men to
be raised and stationed ,at Portsmouth, and, in case of any
emergency, to assist our neighbour Colonies, as you in, your
wisdom shall see fit.

The House adjourned to the first WedJtesday in March
n.ext, to meet then at the Town-Hol.lse in Exeterf at three
of the clock, afternoon.

.
'

'

4 List Qf the ~ftfembersreturne.d as Delegates from the
several Towns and places in the. Colony of NEw-HAMP-
SHIRE,tQ sit in Congress, began and held at EXETER,
on the twenty-first day of DECEMBER,A. D. 1775, and
cpntinued'as a Congress until the eighth day of J ANT,T-
ARY,1776, when the' (;ouncil separated frQm the House,
and then being, according to the plan of Governnwnt,
two distinct branches of the Legislature, formed into a
General Cmtri. '

NAMES OF REPRESENTATIVES.

PORTSM01JTtI: Samuel ,Cutts, Esq., Samuel Sherburne, Esq.,
Captain Pit:rce Long-3.

HAMPTON~ Captain Josiah Moulton-I.
NORTI!AMPTON: Dr. Levi Dearborn-I.
EXETER: ' John Giddinge, Esq., Noah Emery, Esq.-2.
LONPONDERJW:Jtlatthew Thorn,ton, Esq., (advanced to the

Council,) 1\11'.John Bell-2.
RYE: Nathan Goss-I. '
KINGSTONANDE.~sT-KINGSTON: Samuel Philbrook-I.
GREENLAND: Cler[!ent ]}Iarch, Esq.-C'

-

NEWINGTON: Richard Downing, Esq.-I.
STRATHAM: Benjamin Barker-I.
NEWMARKET: Thomas Tash, Esq.-'-l.
SmTTHAMPTONANp NEWTOWN: Philips White, Esq.'-I.
KENSINGTON: Captain Ezekiel Wortht;n--I.
PLASTOWAtm ATKINSON: Samnel"Kimball-I.
HAMPSTEAD: JQjmCalfe-I.'
SALEM;' CJ11eQDustin-I.
PELHA.M: James Gibson-I.
CHESTER: St;phen .itlorse, Captain Robert Wilson-2.
RAYMONDANDPOPLIN: John Dndley, Esq.-I.
BRE'('ITWOOD:, Sarnuel Dudley, Esq.-I.-
HAMPTONF aLs AND SEABROOK: Hon.]}Ieshech We art;,

Esq.-I. ,

DEERFIELD AND NORTHWOOD: Jert;miah Eastman-I.
CANTERBURY AND LOUDOUN: Thomas Clongh--I.
CHICHESTER, E'I>SOM, AND' ALLENSTOWN: John .itlcClary,

Esq.-I.
'

PEMJ;IROKE: David Gilman, Esq~-I.
WINDHAM: Jamt;s Betton, Esq.-I.
Bow ANDDUNBARTON: Captain Caleb Page-I.
CONCQRD: Ti;mothy Walker, Jun., Esq.-I.
EpPING: Nehemiah Wheeler-I.
NEwt!STLE: .Henry Prescott, Esq.-I.
DOVER: Stepltt;n :&vans,Esq., Otis Baker, Esq.-2.

D{)RJIAM: Ebenezer Thompson, Esq.-I. (Advanced to
the Council.)

LEE: Captain Hercules .itlooney-I.
SO~1ERSWORTH:Icha~od RQ]lins, Esq.-I.
ROCHESTER: Deacon JameSKnowles-I.
BARRINGTON: Captain Sam~l Hayes-l
GILMANTONANDBARNSTEAD: Joseph Badger, Esq.-I.
SANBORNTONA,NDMEREDqH: Ebenezer Smith, Esq.-I.
LEAVITTSTON, WAKEFIELD, AND 1\IIDDLETON: Mr. Na-'

thaniel Bakh--I.
C

MOULTONBOROUGH,T AMWOItTH,AND SANPWICH: Daniel
Ijeede, Esq.-I. ,-

AMIIERST: .itloses Nichols, Esq., Mr. Nahum Baldwjn-2.
DTJNSTABLE: Jonathan Lovewel', Esq~-I.

'HOLLIS: Stephen Ames-I.
WEARE i John Wl)Tth-I. (Advanhed to the Council.)
HOPKINTON: CaptaiT1 Stephen Harriman-I.
NEW-IpSWICH: ,WilHam Shattuck:'-I.

'

MASON AND RABY: Mr. Amos Dakin-I. (Advanced to
the Council.) .

'
,

LITCHFIELD 'AND NOTTt~GHAMWEST :'fVyseman Clagett,
Esq.-I. (Advanced to the CounciL)

.

BEDFORD: Jonathan Blanchard, Esq.-I.
DEERFIE

,

'LD AND GOFFSTOWN: Moses Kelley, Esq.-I.
BOSCAWEN AND SALISBURY: Henry Gerris~, Esq.-I.
TEMPLE AND PETERBOROUGH: Samuel Moore'-I.'
WILTON, LYNDSBOROUGH, MILE' STRIP, AND DUXBURY

FARM: Mr. Jacob Abbot-I.' '
HENNIKER, DEERING, lIILLSBOROUGIt, AND SOCIETY LAN~:

Captain Joseph Simonds-I.
KEENE: Major Timothy Ellis-I.
WALPOLE: MajQr John Bellows-J.

.

CHARLESTOWN; Mr. Elijah Grout-I.
CLAREI\IONT: Captain Joseph Wait-I.
DUJ;lLINANDMONADNOCKNo.5 : Eliphalet Stone-I.
PACKERSFIEI,D, LIMERIC, CAMI)EN, AND GILSUM: Rober,t

Pollock-I.
MARLOW,SURRY, ANDALSTEAD: Nathaniel Sartel Pre1'/.-

tice-I. " '

HINSDALE, ANP CHESTERFIELD: Archibald Robinson-I.
CORNISH, PLAINFIELD, PROTECTWORTH, AND GRANTHAM:

]}Ioses Chase, Esq.-I. ' ", \

UNITY, ACWORTH, LEI\IPSTER; SAVI~E;, CROYDEN,AND

NEWPORT: Benjamin Giles, Esq.-I. (Advanced to the'
Council. .

NEW-CHESTER, PLYMOUTH, COCKERMOU'rH, AND ALEXAN-

PRIA: Samuel Emerson, Esq.-I.
RUMNEY;, HOLDERNESS, CAMPTONfAND THORNTON: Daniel

Brainard, Esq.-I.
LYME, OUFORD, WARREN, DORCHESTER,WENTWORTH, AND

PIEUMONT: Israel ftlm'ey, ESCl'-I.
.

HAVERHILL, LYMAN, BATH~ GUNTHWAIT, LANDAFF, AND

MORHISTON: John Hurd; Esq.-I. (Ad~ance'Q. to 'the'. Council. '

APTHORP, LANCASTER, NO.RTHU~ERLANJ), STRATFORD,

COCKBPRN, COLBURN', CONwiy, SRELBUIWE, ANDTRE
.

TowNS ABOVE: Captain Abiiah Le.arn~d-I., ,

Proceedings of the honourable the House of Representa-
tives of the Colony oj NEW-HAMPSHIRE,begun and held
at the Town-House in EXETER,on WEDNESDAY,the sixth
day of MARCH,Anno Domini 1776, by adiournment.

':'I . )'
Wednesday,'March 6, 1776, P; M.

The House met according to adjournment.
A Petition 'of a number of the Inhabitants of Brentwood,

called Baptists) being read, - '

,

Voted, Thatit lay for consideration.
Adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

-
.

Thursday, March 7, 1776.,
Met according to adjournment. .

. Voted, To choose a ComlTIittee to make some ~ecess~
additional Rules for the order of this House; and that Jo-
nathan Lovewell, Esq., John Dudley, Esq., Joseph Badger,
Esq., Doctor Levi Dearborn, and John .itIt;Clary, Esq., be
a Cpwmittee forthat purpo~e.

.

Vo(ed, That the Selectmen of Mason be cited to' appear
before t.his House, on the ~9th day of .itlarch current, if this
House be then sitting; and if notl then on the second day

...
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of their sitting afterwards, to answer for their conduct in not
returning the Precept sent to them by the late Congress,
r_eguiring them to send a Memper, to represent the Towns of
,Mason and Raby in said COll/Vess.

Adjourned to three o'clocK7P. 1\'I.

Met according to adjournmen~.

Voted, That Deacon Amos Dakin have a seat as it Mem-
ber of this House until the matter of his choice be heard and
determined by this House. .

'Voted, That the Account of the Selectmen of Sandown,
for Blankets, amounting to nine Pounrl~, be allowed and,
paid out of the Treasury, and 'that the President of the
Council give order on the 1'reasurer for p~yment thereof.

.

Voted, That Samu~l Cutts, Esq., Jonathan Lovewell,
Esq., and John, Dudll!Y, Esq., be a Committee of this House,
to join a Committee of the hOllourablc Board, to confer
together, and make report to this House, what business is
most necessary to be entered upon immediately.

Which Committee made report as follows, viz :
The Committee appointed by both Houses, t(j report the

business necessary to be acted upon at this session, beg
lea ve to report as follows:

That the Superior Court be opened (as soon as may be)
for punishing criminals and trespassers.

That the Courts of General Sessions of the Peace for
the several Counties be in future opeped, and held as usual;
likewise the Inferior Courts for the trial of trespasses only.

That five hundred men, including officers, and those
under the command of Captains Salter and Daniels, be raised,
and be on the lines'at Portsmouth, by the first day of April
next; and t,he company of Artil]ery be raised, and to be
reckoned a part of said numbir: their wages to be the same
as those in tbe Colony service the last year. That ihere be
one gentleman appointed to act as a General officer, to com-
mand all the troops, in case of an alam1 or attack. That
proper measures b'e taken to complete the several Minute
Regiments. That no officer inlist any man for the service
of this Colony wbo hath not a good fif(~-arm. That pro-
vision be made for the five hundred men, and such of the
Militia as may be called in~ That the resolve giving and
confirming to the several Constables and Collectors the same
power and authority for collecting of Rates and Taxes they
formerly held by law, be prihted in handbills, and distribu-
ted. That proclamation be made of the fonn of Civil Go-
vemment lately established in 1his Colony, and the list of civil
officers, that all persons ]Ilay ~onform accordingly. That
in case of an alarm or attack when the Council and Assem-
bly, or Committee of Safety, are not sitting, the General
officer call in the Militia for the defence of this Colony.

That a Proclamationissuefor a generalh'lst.
.

'

MATTHEW THORNTON, Chairman.

Which Report being read and considered,

. Voted, That the same be rec~ived, accepted, and esta-
blished as a Resolve of this House.

Voted, That the balance of the Account of -Nicholas
Nicol7£, amounti;g to two Poupds five Shillings and eight
Pence; be ~llowed and paid out of the Treasury, and that
th~ President of the Council give order on the Treasurer
for payment thereof. '

Adjourned to half-past eight o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday, March S, 1776.

Met according to adjournment.
.

A Petition of Leonard Whiting, Benjamin 'Whiting,
Samnel Cnmmings, and Thomas Cum

.

mings, relative to their
being mml1)oned before the Committee of Safety of Hollis,
Dunstabk, ltlerrimack, and Litchfield, being read,

Voted and Ordered, That the Petitioners be heard there-
on, on the ~Oth day of JJfarch instant, if this House be then
sitting; ,and if not, then on the second day of their sitting
afterwarqs ; and that they cause Robert Fletcher, the Chair-
man of the Committee of Safety, or Correspondence, of Dun-
stabk, Hollis, Litchfield, and ltlerrimack, to be served with
a copy of the Petition and Order thereon, that the. said
Committee may appear and sl~ow cause, if any theyh;!ve,
why the prayer thereof should not be granted; ~nd the said
Committee are hereby- ordered to cease all further' proceed-
ings against the Petitioners until that time. - '

A Petition of Enoch B!!an against Benjamin Dow and
otlrers, being read and considered,

Voted anti Ordered, That Benjamin Doii! and Noah Dow, .
both of Gilmanton, and .John Glidden and David Glidden,
both of the Gore, so called, be cited to appear 'b~fore tnis
House, ODFriday, the 22d day of Md'rch instant, fo an-
swer for their contempt of the order of the Congress appoint-
ing a Committee of Safety of Gilmanton, ,to hear and try a
trespass, or trespasses, 'complained, pf by said Bean, to be
committed by said Dows and Gliddons upon lands in said
Bean's possession.

Voted, That Jonathan Lovewell, Esq., Joseph Badger,
Esq., Dr. Dearborn, Captain Nathaniel Sartel Prentice,'and
Mr. Ely'ah Grout, be a Committee of this House, to j9in a
Committee of the ho~ourable Board, to revise and correct
the Table of Fees for the several Ofllcers 'of thiS' ColoI)y,
and to make report to this House as soon as may be.

Voted, That ltloses Nichols, Esq., Colonel Walker, and
Mr. Baldwin, be a Committee of this House,to join a Com-
mittee of the honourable Board, to confer together, and
make a form of a Proclamation of the pqblick Officers ap-
pointed for this Colony, and of the openingoC the several
Courts of Justice, and also fOFa Publick Fast thrpughout this
Colony, and to make report thereon to this House as soon as
may be.

Adjoumed to half-past eight o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday, March 9, 1776.
M~t according to adjournment.
Voted, That Timothy TfaT[cer, David Gilman, and Ste-

phen Evans, ~squires, be a Committee of this House, to join
a Committee of the 'honourable Board, to hear, examine and
adjust A~ounts and Demands against this Colony, by w<\y
of petition or ptherwise, al1d to make report to this House
as soon as may be.

, VQted, To choose a Comrpittee of this House, to join a
Committee of the honourable Board, to confer and consult
about the best method of securing the Powder Vessels ex-
pected soon "on this coast, and to repOIt thereon to this
House as soon as may be; and that Captain Long, Mr.
Sherburne, and Ichabod Rawlins, Esq., be theComniittec
for that purpose. ., .

'. .
Which Committee, being joined by a Committee from the

Board, made the following Report, viz :
,

The Committee' appointed to devise ways and means
for the security of theexpecied Powder Vessels, berr leave
to make the following report :Tliat it is' advisable ~ send
a small vessel to all the Eastern ports, to give them intelU-
gence that two o~ the enemy's privateers are' hovering abqut
our harbour, which we have reason to apprehend are cruiz-
ing after our powder vcssets, now expected, <lnd beg them
to apprize the Captains tlH~reof, if they should go into their
ports. Likewise, that a Committee be appointed to look
out for a .suitable vessel' to fix as' a privatetr, to be_employed
to crnize after our enemies; -and to make an es.timatc of the
cost, and make retlJrn of th.eirdoings a~ ~oon as may'be.

, NATHANIEL FOLSO~, Chairman;

P oted, To choose a Committee to. look out for a proper
Vesscl of '\Var to guard our coast, and to make an estimate
of the cost and expense of such Vessel, and to confer with
the C.aptains of the Privateers now in Piscataqua fIarbolu:
about taking the Anned V e~sels now hovering on this co~st,
and also to despatch a small V esse1. (if they think nfCeS-
sary) to the Eastward, to acquaint the people there of the
said Armed Vessels,anq make report as' soon. as. may be;
and tbat Mr. Cutts, Captain Long, and Mr. 'Sherburne; be
the Committee for that purpose.

Adjourned to Monday next, at three o'clock, afternoon..
, , .

Monday, March 11, 1776, P. M.

Met' according to adjournment.
Voted, To choose a Committee of this House, tb ~join a

Committee of the l~onourable Board, to confer and consult
ab04t some method respecting opening the Civil Courts,
.
and what restrictions they shall be laid 'under; and' Colonel
David Gilman, Jonathan Lavewell, E~q., and Matthew Pat-
ten, Esq., be the Cpmmittee for dlat purpose.

Voted, To choose a .Qotnmittee of this House, to join a
Comm~ttee of the honourable Board, to write an ans~er to
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General rVashington's Letter, and desire him to return the
Powder lent him; and that., Captain Long and Colonel
Badger be tbe Committee for that purpose.

Voted, To raise' a Regiment consisting of seven hundred
and twenty-five men, including,officers; to be raised in any
part of this Colony, excepting from the Towns of Ports-
mouth, Rye, Northampton, Hampton, Greenland, Newing-
ton, and Stratlwm; to be on the lines at Piscataqua as
soon as possible; also, to raise one Company of Artillery,
consisting of forty-two men, exclusive of officers, to be on
the lines immediately, and continue in the service until the
last of December next, unless .soonerdischarged; and that
their pay beJhe same as the Provincials had tIle past year.

Voted; To mise three Companies; consisting of one hun-
dred. men each, including officers, out of each of the fol.;
lowing Regiments, vii: Portsm(Juth, Dover, and Hampton,
to be on the lines at Portsmouth immediately, with arms
and ammunition complete, and there to continue till further
orders, their pay to commence at the time of thpir march-
ing, and to be the same as the.Provincials had the past
,year; a!1d that Colonel Steven Evans be Cokmel of said
Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel losk'llea.Wentu;orthbe Lieu-
temmt-Col.onel, and Major Enoch Page b~ Major, of said
Regiment. ..

Adj.ourned tjll to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Tliesday, March 12,1776.

Met according to adjournment. .

Voted, Th.at Mr. John Smith be, apd hereby is, appoint-
ed to join with Dr. lo/7cholsand Mr. Baldwin, (in the room
of Colonel ,Walker,) as a Comlpittee, to join a Committee of
the hono~lrabl\~ Board, JO . confer together and make a form
of a Proclamation for a Publick Fast througHout this Co-
lony ; 'also, a Proclamation of the Publick Officers appoint-
ed for this Colony.,

The Council sent down the following Vote from the
Board:

.

"In Council, March 12, 1176: Voted, That a Regimept
of men, consisting of three hundred, be raised with all speed,
to be stationed at Or TIear P(Jrtsrr.wuth, and to be continued
in the service (uflless s'ooner discharged) until the last day
of December next; the persons appointed to inlist the men
to be so chosen as that the men may be as equally taken, as
possible, out of the Tow.ns in the Counties of Rockinghqm,
qtrafford, and Hillsborough; to be paid the same wages as
the Officers <;IndSoldiers 'in this. ColQny service received
last' year:'Al~o, that a Field-Artillery Company at Ports-
mQutk (of the same number as that which served last fall)
be raised imm~diately. That Lieutenant-Colonel l¥Cnt-
worth, Colonel Evans, Colonel MO'llelton,and Colonel Gil-
man, be directed to warn an the Militia upder their com-
mand to hold themselves in readiness to march at a minute's
'warning, properly equipped, and with five days' provision;
which Militia, in case of their going into actual service, are
to be paid as other Troops. '

. "That Sentries be fixed at Newcastle and Hampton,
who, on appearance of the enemy's Fleet, are to give the
most special notice.

. . "Also, that persons be agreed with to hold themselyes
in,readiness, on order from proper authority, to notify GeIje-
ral Washington, and alartnJhe country, in case of the el1e;..
my's appearan.ce. Likewise, that an express be sent off to
Cambridge, to gain intelligence of General Howe's move-
mentS',and request, a restoration of the Powder lent General
Washington.

. .

" Sent down for concurrence: .
. "E. THOMPSON,Secretary.'1

In the House of Representatives, March 12, 1776 : 'rhe
alJove Vote of Counctl being read,

Voted, That the same be, and hereby is, concQrred.
P. WH{TE, Speaker.

. T:Rted, That Colonel Walker\ Mr. Cutts, Ca~tain Wor-
then, Deacori Knowles, Captain Harriman, Dr. :Aichols,Co-
louel. Badger, aqd Major Tash, be a Committee of this
Rouse, to join it Committee of the honourable Board, to
consult about otn,cering and commissioning the Regiment
now to be raise~, and make report to this House as soon as;
maybe."'.

Upon reading a Petition of the majority of the Nprth-

Company of New~A1ark(d, for removing Lieutenant-Colonel
Folsom from his office, &c.,

Voted, That the Petitioners be heard thereon to-morrow
afternoon before this House, and that the Petitioners, at
their own cost, serve the said Lieutenant-Colonel Jeremiah
Folsom with a copy of the Petition and Order thereon, that
l'Ie may appear and show cause, if any he have, why the
prayer thereof should not be granted.

Upon reading a Petition of the Inhabitants of New-Mar-:
ket, praying that Lieutenant-ColoneI Folsom. may be dis-
missed from his office, &c.,.. .

Voted, That the Petitioners be heard thereon to-morrow,
at three o'clock, afternoon, before this House ; and that the
Petitioners, at ,their own cost, serve the said Lieutenant-
Colonel Jeremiah Folsom. with a copy of the Petition an«;l
Order thereon, that he may appear and sh9W cause, if any
he have, why the prayer thereof should not be granted.

, Voted, To choose a Committee of this House, to join a
Committee of the honourable Board, to confer together on
the expediency Qf sending a Committee tQ Coos, to exa-
mine abou.t the Troops raised for Canada', &c.; and that
Colonel Badger, Dr. Dearborn,. Captain Long, and Dr.
Nichols, be the Committee of this House for that purpose~

Vojed, That the ',Pay-Roll of Captain Stephen Clark,
amounting to seventy Pounds. four Shillings and seVen
PeJlce, be allowed and paid out of the Treasury; and th~t
the President of the COllUCiIgive order .on the Treasurerfor
payment thereof. . ., .

Voted, That the following Instructions 'be given to Colo-
nel Gerrish, viz:
To ColiJnelGERRISH:

.'
YQUare desired to proceed to Orford and deliver the

letters yol,l.are intrusted with to Colonels JtIorey and Bedel;
to inquire.into the reason of the long delay of Colonel Be-
del's Regiment from. marching, and endeavO~lr to cpllect
the sense of the people through that part of the country, as
well as those iJnmediately concemed in fitting them off,
what bas occasioned the delay; also,' to 6nd \vhat number
of men is inlisted;' what'numoer marched ; and what nllm-
ber soon to march, with the names of the officers ccrm-
mariding the parties march~d, and the companies they be-
long to, and make return of your doings,- as soon as may be,
to this Cot;!rt, or C.ommitt,ee of Safety,'1f the Court should
not. be sitting.

.

Adjourned to, eight o'clock, to-morrow. morning. ;,

W eJnesday, March J 3, 1776.

Met according to. adjournment. .
-.

Voted, To choose a Committee of twelve.Members of this
House, to join a Committee of the hOllo~rable Board, to
confer about officering'the Regiment now to pc raised and
commiss~onedfor the defence of this Colony; and that :Qr.
Dearborn, Major Tash, Mr: Sherburne, Colonel Gilman,
JamCcsBetton, Esq., John DudlCy, Esq., Colonel Evans,
Deacon Knowles, Colonel B(1dger, ,Dr. Nichols, Matthew
Patton, Esq., and Deacon. Amos Dakin, be the Committee
or this House for that purpose; and are to nominate to this,
House three persons for chief ColoJ1el;out of which one i~
to be appointed; and, also, thre~ persons, for a Major, out
of which one to be appointed ;' and to Il}.ake,report to this
House as,soonas may be. .

.
. . .

Voted, That Captain Nathaniel Sartel Prentice forth-
with repair to Cambridge, and carry the Letter '!lOWpre-
pared to General Washington, an~ request of him to teturn'
the Powder lent by this Colony for the q,optinental ~rmy.

Voted, That a Committe.ebe chosen; to Join a ,Commit-
tee of the honourable Boar:d,to confer upon the expediency
of making popper Coin, and make report to this House'
an.d tl!at Captain Pierce Long, Jonathan Lovewell, Esq.: -
and Deacon Nahum Baldwin, be Committee for the above-
mentioned purpose. '., ' ,

.

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to confer upon
the expediency of .making . Copp~r Coin, made repbI't as
follows, viz :

.

"

,'.. . .

That they,find it expedient to make Copper Coin for the'
benefit of making small change; and as the Continental and'
other. bills ar~so large, tQatlfilliam Moultop,be empowered
to ~ake ,so .maflyas' m,ay amount t? one .hundred 'pou~ds
~elght,!subJect, whel1.made, to th~ I1l,spec'tIonand dIrectIon
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of the Gener~l Assembly before circulation; also, we recom-
mend that one h\lndred and eight of said coppers be equal
to one Spanish-milled Dollar; that the said coin be of pure
copper, and equal in weight to English half-pence, and
bear such device thereon as the General Assembly may
approve. W YSEMANCLAGETT, Chairman.

Adjourned to half-past two o'clock, afternoon.

Met according to adjournment.

The Petition of the Inhabitants of New-Market against
LieutenaJ}.t-Colonel Jeremiah Folsom, being read,

Ordf;red, That the con~ideration thereof be postponed to
Friday next, ~fternoon. ,

'

"

Voted, That the Letters prepared to send to Colonel
Bedel and Colonel Morey be transcribed, and sent to
them, respectively, signed by the President of the Council.

Voted, That Colonel March have leave to go home.
Yotetj" ThatMajor Downing have leave to go home.
Voted, Th~t Mr. Speaker have leave to g? home.

'Adjoilrned rill ~ight o'clock" to-morrow morning.

Thursday, March 14, 1776.

Met according 10 adjournment.
,

Voted, Th'it th~ following persons be appointed to their
' respective ,officesin the Regiment now to be raised, for the

defence of this Colony, viz: Da~id Gz7man,Esq., Colonel;
Hercules Mooney,Esq., Major; Nathan Brown, of Poplin,
John Calfe, of Hampstead, Caleb Horrdsdon, of Dover,
and'Timothy (Jlements,of ,Hopkinton, Captains; William

' Cooper, of Sou:thampton, James Aiken, of Londonderry,
Abraham Perkins, of Smtbornton, and Nathan Fifield, of
Ware, Lieutenants; Ebenezer Perry, .of Wilton,,~[e~hech
Bell, of New-Castle,Thomas (lorden, of Raymond, and
1f'illiam Stillson, of SomersWfYrth,Ensigns.

Voted, Thai ColoneIHe'»ry Gerrishbe, and hereby is,
appointed to repair to Orford; and deliver the Letters pre-
pared by this Court to, Colonel Bedel al~dColonel Morey,
and t~ reWrnback and make report to thIs House, or to the
Committee of Safety, as soon as may be, agreeable to In-
structions to be :given him by the CpuI1cil and House of

, Representatives., ~ ,"

Also, Voted, That Colonel Walker, Mr. Lovewell, and
Mr. Brainard, be a Committee of this Hous{)" to join 'a
Committee of the honOl~rable Board, to prepare Instructions
for said Gerrish, and lay the same ,before this House as soon
as may be.

. ,

Whereas Aaron Quimby, Ebenezer Collins; and Daniel
Murray, have made complaint, to this House against Cap-
tain John ,?ar,ker; for \vrohgihg th.em in making up his
Muster-Roll, &c..

, ., Voted, To choose a Comillitte(3of this House, to join a
: 'CommIttee of the honourable Board, to hear the said par-

ties, examine the said Roll,all(;I make report to thIs Hous~
as soon' as may be ; and that John Dudley, Deacon Nahum
Baldwitt, and Colonel David Gilman, be a Committee of
this House for thaJ purpose., . ,,'

Voted, Thai a Committee be chosen, to join a Cbmmit-
tee of the honourable Board, 'to confer upon the expediency
of joining with the Massa:ch'll.settsColony in granting a,

Bounty unto the Privateers beh~mginK 10 this and the JJ;las-
sachusetts Colony, thatrhay take any of our enemy's Ships-
of-War' upon this coast; and that Captain Long, Mr. John
Be!!, ani) Major Tash, be-a Committee .for the above men-
tioned purpose, and mak-ea report to thIs House.

.Voted, That the Widow Mary Shannon draw the Wages
due, and for Clothing and Gun lost by her dead hu;;band,
George Shannon, at the battle of Bunker-Hill, the 19th of
Jun~ last; and incase there is an 3;dministrationupoTisaid
Shannon's Estate, Mr. Thomas Clqugh is to be accountable
for the Money.

' "

.
Adjou~ed' to half-pasnwo o'clock, P. 1\'1.. ,-
Met according to adjournment.

, Voted, That the ,Acco~nt of the Selectmen of Sandown
for ;Blankets, amouhting to nine Pqunds, be allowed and
paid. qut of: the. Treasury, and that the President' oj the
Council gi"e order pn the Treas~er for payment thereof.

". J ,

Voted, That Jereml~(J;hBryent, Esq., be allowed and
paid out of the Tr~asury forty Shillings for his services to
this Colony up to this time, and that the eleven men that
assisted him in~carrying down the Fire-Raft to Portsmouth,
be aIIowed and paid six Shillings each for their assistance,
amounting to three Pounds and six Shillings, and, that the
President of the Council give order 'on the Treasurer for
payment thereo£. ,

'Adjourned to five o'clock this afternoon, and attenqedthe
funeral of the Rev. Mr. Olllin; and then met according to
adjournment.

,

Voted, That Mr. Cutts; CoIOllOI'Evans, and c;aptain
Long, be a Committee of this House, to join a Committee
of the honourable Board, to copfer on the expediency of
commissioning the Officers of aJl Independent Company at
Portsmouth, and to mal\ereport to this House as soon as
may be. '..

Voted, ThatSamuel Dudley, Esq., Joines Betton, Esq.,
Mr. Sherburne, Mr. Knowles, and Major Mooney, be a
Committ~e of this Ho,use, to join a Committee of t~e honour-
able Board, to hear the matters of accusqtion laip against
Joseph Kimpall, Esq., and William Kimball, by the Com-
mitteeof Safety of Henniker, and 10make report to this House
as soon as,maybe.

,

Voted) That the Account of the Committee Pf Safety
of Somersworth, 'amounting to. twenty-nine Pounds ten
Shillings and one Penny half-penny, be allowed and paid
out of the Treasury, and that the President of the Coun-
cil give order on the Treasurer for payment thereo£

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to hear the
matters of accusation ,against Joseph Kimball, Esquire" and
William Kirtjball, by the Committee of Safety of Hennz7a;r,

made report as followS', viz : " ',',
That the complaint, so far as it relates to Josepli Kim-

ball, be dismissed, and that William Kimball be cited 10
appear and answer.

'

WYSEMAN."CLAGETT, Chairman,
Which Report being read, '

VQted, That the same be received and filed.
Adjourned to eight o'clock, to-morrow ~orniilg.

Friday, March 15, f776.

The House met according to adjournment.
, The Committee' appointed by both Houses, to hear the
complaint of Aaron Quimby, Ebenezer Collins, and Daniel
ltfuTray, against Captain John Parker, and to examineinto
said Parker's Roll, made report as follows, vjz: ,

First. That the stoppages on said roll are not well
vOlJched. Secondly. That Asa Petie, Jun., Stephen Lowell,
James Brown, and J.oshua Bedel, are made up in the roll,
and were never in the service. Thirdly. That Jo.hn /(en-
nedy was made up in the roll about two montl1sIt1Qrethan

,he was in the service. FOUl;thly.That it app~3,rs that
Ebenezer Collins served as a Sergeant, and made rip' iJl the
roll as a Corporal. . ,

NATHAN"tEL FOLSOM, Chai'lWi.an.

Which Report being read and considered,
,

Voted, That the same be received, accepted, a,nd filed,
and that the parties be further heard thereon, on the second
day of the next sitting bf this Assembly. ,

.
Voted, That the Rev. Dr. Haven have and recei~e out

of the Treasury twenty Pounds,' for his, good ,services
amongst our Soldiers at Piscataqua up to this time; 'and tpat
the Pre~ident of the C01J!lcilgive order on the Treasurer
for payment thereof.

, ,

VQted, That 8.-form of a Procla~ation' for a' P~blick'
Fast ~throughout this Colony, now read in this House, be
forthwith printed, and dispersed throughout this Colony.

Voted, That ¥t. Lovewell, Captain ]t[oulton, 'David
Gilman, Esg., John Dudley, Esq., and JamesBetton, Esq.,
be a Committee of this House, to join a Committee of..the
honol.lrable, ~oard, to examine iqto thema,tters' of dispute
between Colonel Samuel Hobart, Paymaster of the 'frOQps

,of this ,Colony, and CoJonel Jo,hn Stark and o~her$, and to
mak~ report 10 this House as soon afi may be. ,

, ' Voted, To choose aCommittee of three members of this
House, to cOhfer wid} a Committee f!,'Omthe honoura.bJe
~ard, about the appointment of Tobias Leigton for an
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Ensigh, in the room of William Stillson, and Ip~ke report ,as
soon as may be; and th"t Captain Worthe1!, Mr. John Bell,
and JolJ,nj}JcClary, Esq., be the Committee for that purpose.

Upon teading a"Petition of a number of the Inhabitants
of Netq-]tlarket, again.st Lieutenant-Colonel Jeremiah Fol-
som, (before the Council and House,) and the parties being
heard thereon, ,

The House' adjourned till to-:moITOWmorning, at eight
o'clock.

Saturday, Ma.rch 16, 1776.

Met according to adjournment.
The Hiuse resumed, theconsidera,tion of the Petition of

the Inhabitants of New-Market against Lieutenant-Colonel
FolsQm; 'and, after conference on' the same,

Voted" To choose a Committee Qf this House, to join a
Committee of the honourable Board, to -advise witJl the
said Lieutenant-Colonel Folsom and the £etitioners ; and to
propose tQ ,this Housea',methQd of reconciJi'ation between
,the Petitioners and said Folsom; and that Jonathan Love-
well, Esq., Matthew, Pfltten, Esq., and Captain Josiqh
:Moulton, be a Committee of this House for that purpose.

Voted, Tha.e the Officers and Soldi~rsfqrthe R,egiment
now to be raised for the defence of this C9lciny, upon their
beingmustered, receive each one month's advance Wages;
and that t}IiJrebe a Mustern1aster and Paymaster appointed
in each County where they are t9 be ,raised, to take the
money out of the Treasury and pay them. And that Xi-
cholas Gilman" Esq., Receiver-General, for the County of
Rockingham, Deacon Nahum Baldwin; for the County of
Hillsborough, and Colonel OtiS Parker, for the County of
Strafford, be Mustermasters and Paymasters to the said

",

Regiment; and that Captain Pierce Long, Captain Josiah
Moulton; and Colonel Timothy "Walker, be a Committee of
this House, to join a Committee of the hOIlQurableBoard, to
commission and fit out said Regime»t.

.
Sundry Petitions of the Officers and Soldiers of the Sixth

Regim~mtin this Colony, against,their Field-Officers, being
read, ,

, ,Voted, Th~~t the said Field..()fficers be cited to appear
before this House on the second Tuesday of the next ,ses-
sion of thrs ~ouse, that they may show cause, if any they
have, why the prayer of the said Petitioners may not be
granted. ,',

Voted, To choose a Co~mittee to cOl}fer with a Com-
mitwe from the h9n01,1ra'bleBoard, respecting the expediency
of purchasing a quantity of Firewood for the use of the
Fortresses at Pisc(1taqua Harbour, and mak~ report thereon;
and that John Dudley, Esq., Jonathan Lovewell, Esq., and
Samuel Outts,Esq., be the Committee for that purpose.

Vote~, That J,ames JJ1cl?l1Lerb~ ~ppointed Adjut~nt of
the, Regm1ent now to be raised (or tlie defence of tlus Go",:
lony.' ' ,

Adjourned to Monday next, three o'clock, afternopn.. , ,

,
Monaay, March 18, 1776~

~~t according to "adjournment.
.

.
.

.
_ Voted, That Captain Pierce Long have and receive out

qf the ,Treasury fifty-fol,lr Pounds, to payoff the Portledge
bill orthe Schooner Gorha1lJ, ROQert Parker, master, and
to be by him accounted (or; and that the President of the
COlincil give order for paymerit thereof. '

,

Voted,Th~t the Offi~ers ilnd Soldie~ 'of tbe Regiment
now to be raised for the defence of this Colony, have the
same Wages It,s,tbe T~ps employed in this Colony the hist
year had, and also two Dollars to each Non-Commission~d
Officer an~ Soldier, for finding themselves a Blanket.

Adjourned to eight o'clock, to-man-ow morning.

,

"

Tuesaay, 1darchl'9, 1776.
Met accordingto adjeurnment. ~ ',
.Voted, Th~_~Noah ~ery, Jun., be, and hereby is,ap-

pomted forthwith to .repalr to the Colony of lJ-fassachusetts-
Bay, and request of the Hop. Benjamin Greenlf;aj, Esq.,
at Newburyport, the Hop. Timothy Pickering, Esq., at Sa-
lem, or any other gentleman furnis'jIed therewith, to favour
this Col9ny with copies of the Acts QftheColony of Mas-

,sachusetts-Bay,lately,made, relative to the seizing and-con-
demning Vessels infesting our sea~oast~ ; also copies of th~, ,. J

".

Commis:sionsgiven to Judges and Registers of the Admi-
ralty.

.
' ,

Voted, Tl;at a Committee of five me~bers of this Hoqse
be chosen, to join a Comroittee of the honourable, Board,
to confer'together about the bourity 'and price of Saltpetre,
and all othe'r. matters relating thereto, and make report to
this House as' soon"as may be ; 'arid that Mr. Cutts, Mr.
Lovewell, Captain Prentice, Deacon Knowles, and Mr. Emer-
son"be the COl:nmitteeof this HO!1sefor that purpose. ,

. Which Committee bej~ joined by a Committee of the
honourable Board, made report: That three shillings and
six' pence, per pouna, be'the stated price o( Saltpetre; and
that 'the COl'mtiesheretofore promised, be paid in addition
thereto; these regulations to continue nO longer than the
time limited for the bounty: ,That a Committee be ap~
pointed, well ski~ed in chemistry, to receive all genuine
Saltpetre, and give the -owner a certificate of such recep-
tion, directed to the Treasurer of this Colony, who shall be
directed'to pay for the same agreeable' to the above price
and bounties. That a Committee be appointed to get a
Powder-Mill erected on the best terms they can, and as
soon as possible, within the limits of the Town of ~eter.

"

NATHANIEL FOLSOM, Chairman.,

Which Report being read, ,
,",

Voted, That the same be received and filed.
And Voted, Thai Dr. Josiah Gilman, of this town, be,

and ishereby, appointed to receive, examine; and store whit
Saltpetre may be brought in; arid his certificate shall em-,
power !he Receiver-General to pay therefor, agreeable to
the Resolve of the General Assembly.

Voted, Tha.t the Account _of Ezekiel WOrthen, Jun.,
amounting to seven Pounds ten Shillings and' six Pence,
be allowed and paid out of the Tr~asury, and tbat the Pre-
sidentof the Councilgiveorder of payment. '

Voted, That the A~count of the Committee of Strat-
ham, amounting to twelve Pounds ten Shillings, for Fire-
Rafts, beaUowed and paid out of the Treasury, and that
the President of the Cpuncil give order of payment.

Adjourned to half-past two o'clock, afternoon.

Met according to adjournment.

Voted, That the Account of Sam'/M;lMorrill, for board-
ing, nursing, and doctoring, amounting to two Pounds nine'"
teen Shillings and six PencE<, be allowed and paid out of
the Treasury, and that the President of the 'Council give
order of payment. .

The Petition of Dr. Hall Jackqon being 'read and con-
,

sidered,
,

-
'

,

Voted, 1;'hat Dr. Moses Nichols) Dr. Levi Df;arbom, and'
ColQnerDavitJ Gilman, ,be a Committee of this House, to '

join a Committe~ of the honourable Board, to examin~ into
the :subject-matter of the 'said Petition, and make report
thereon as ~oon as may be.

'

Tbe Committee of both ijouses, appointed to en_deavour.
a reconciliation between LieOtenant-Colonel Jeremiah Fo~
som'and the Newmai:k~tPetitioners, report: 'That as Colo-"
nelFolJom was.-not aple to attend th!}C~mmitte,~in person~
it is out of their power to \;Jffecta reconciliation, and, there-
fore advise, for the sake of the peace, union, and good order,
of that part of the regiment, he, the said Lieutenant-Colonel

_;Fo~om,resign his c'ommission. AU which is humbly sub-
mitted in the name, and per order of tbe Committee.

JONATHA.N BLANCHARI>, Chairman.

Which Report being read and considered, ,

Voted, That the same be r~ceived, and that the Secre-
tary send a copy of the same, and of this Vote, to the said
Lieutenant-Golonel Folsom, that he may give his answer
to this House as soon as may be. " "

.Resolved, That if any person or perSons, in any County
within this Colony, who have held 'of pretend. to hold any

. office or offices under tnI'.former Administration, and not
being confirmed by the present. Council and f\ssemblYJ
having in his or their cU$todyany Books, Records, Papers,
and Files, shall deliver up the same to any new officer or
officers, appointed in his or their )'Oom and stead by the
Council and Assembly; upon demand ; and upon refusa],
the Sheriff of the County, where such recusant dwells, is
hereby au\horized \lud required to denw.nd of him, or.them,
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such Books, Records, Papers, and Files; and upon non-com-
pliance, to commit such recusant or recusan~s to his County
Jail, there to remairi until further order of the General As-
sembly. A copy of the Vote of the sajdAssembly, attest-
ed, to be full evidence of the appointrpent of sl.lChnew offi-
cer or officers,'

,

The Committee appointed to lay Captain Eliphalet L(1dd
under proper restrictions, &c., made the followingReport, viz:

Provided this honourable Court think it advisable to give
Captain Ladd permission to prosecute a voyage to the Wi:st-
lndies,.in a private capacity, we are of opinion that it is
absolutely uecessary he should be laid under the following
restrictions, viz:

1st. That he shall exert
power, to procpre powder,
German steel. ~.

2d. That he shall, proceed to no' oth~r ports but those
that are foreign, beginning at "St. Lucia and ending at His-

paniola. .'
,

'" ,
3d. If he will agree to' comply with the first request, he

may be permitted to load on board such produce as is not
forbid by the Continental Corrgress, giving this Court, or a
Committee appointed by them, sufficiept bonds for his per-
forming the abovesaid voyage.

4ih. That he shall not be permitted to purchase, with
the nett proceeds of his' cargo, any of the produce of the
West-Indies, if powder, arms, saltpetre, sulphur~and steel)
can be had at any of the ports aforesaid; but if at the first,
second, or third Island, he cannot sell his cargo; and those
articlescand b.e had there, arid ~t. 'no other place, he must
proceed from the Island he may seIl"~!, after he has received
his cash, and purchase the same; he must leave no stone
unturned to' accomplish this end, and when performed, he
must proceed home here, and give the refusal of the same to
thiS Colony.

", PIERCE LONG,,

JOSEPH WAIT,
ICHABOD ROLLINS.

himself, to the utrnost of his
arms, saltpetre, sulphur, and

, Wednesd~y, March ~O, 17'76.
'

Met according to adjournment.
"

Voted, That John Dudley, Esq.; Timothy Walker, Esq.;
and, Captain Long, be a Committee of this House, to join
a'Committee of the hQnburable Board, to confer together on
the ac~ount,of Ezek~el Worthen, Jun's Wages, and make
report thereon as soon ,as may be.

Voted, 1;'hat Colonel David Gilman receive out of the
Treasury twelve Pounds, to be by hin1 accounted"for, and
that the President of the Council give' order of payment.

Voted, That Major Tash, Doctor Dearbory-t, and' Mr.
Jacob Abbot, be a Committee of this House, to join a Oom-
mittee of the honourable Board, respecting a Petition fi'om
lJ'[arlow,Stoddard, and C«mden, and make repl>rt thereon
as soon as may be.

Voted, That Mr. John Smith, of DU}:ham,be, and hereby
is, appointed to sign the Bills of Credit of this Colony, now
at the Treasury, in the room of Mr. Joseph Gilman, who
prays to be excused., .

Voted, That ,~ach CaptaiIi in the Regiment now to be
raised for the defence of t}1isColony, receive' out of the
Treasury forty-three Pounds four Shillings, for their Non-
Commissioned Od\cersand Soldiers' Blanket Money, and
that ~qch of said Captains give bond, with sUI-ety,t? the
Treasurer, to account for the sarpe, and that the PresIdent
of the Council give order for payment accordingly.

The Petition and Account of the Co~mitte~ of Corres-
pondence of the Town of Kittery, praying to be paid for
two pair of Fire':Rafts, &c., read and considered. .

Voted, That thf(prayer of said Petition be not granted,
but dismissed. .

'

Adjourned tohalf-past'two o'clock, afternoon.

Met according to adjournm~nt., ,

Voted, That Doctor Hall Jackson receive out of the
Treasury, for his services, 1l-ndthe setvices of Cl.em£:nt'Jack-

Which Report being read and considered,
so1J, Esq., qnd .Mr. 'Clement lJ'Iarch) Jun., to, ane} for the

Voted, That the same be received; and that Captain Troops ,stationed at Portsmouth and Piscataqua Harbour
Long, .Mr. Rollins, and .Mr. Cutts, be a Committee of this'

to this time" seven Pounds ten Shillings, per month, for fiv~
House, to, join a Committee of the honourable Board, to months past, amounting in the whole to the sum of thirty
take proper security of Captain Eliphalet Ladd, for his pro- Pounds ten ShiJlings, and that the President of the Coun-
ceeding on the voyage mentioned in the above Report, cil give order of paym~nt ,accordingly. .

,under the several restrictions therein mentioned.
'Upon hearing an,d considering the Petition of LeDnard

By the Council and Assembly. U'hiting, BenjaminTflhiting,SamudCummings, and TIt071W$
A PROCLAMATION. Oummings, all of H,ollis, against the C?mmittee of ~afety for

Whereas the Congress of this tolonyhave, agreeable to the Towns of !Iollzs: Dunstable, Merrzmack,and Lztchfie,ld,
a recommendation from the' honourable Continental Con- -ason file, whICh bemg r.:eaQand agreed by counsel, before
gress, r<:sol-vedand form~d themselves upon q 'form of Go- bod\. Houses, in the Tow!1-House.in~eter,
vernment, by a Council and House of Representativ~s, -,:;oted,,,That the filrther consideration the~C?f be

tos!-
which plan has been published and dispersed through the poned u~tJl the second Tuesday ,of the next slttlpg,o this
Colony) and is to be in force during the present dispute House, m order that the full eV1denceof both partIes may
with Great Britain, unless otherwise aavised by the Conti- be procured and brought m. ,

,
'nental Congress; conformableto which said plan of Go- Resolved,That if anyperson,orpersons,in eitherCounty
vernment, the Council and Assem1;Jlyhave chosen and ap- within this Colony, who have held, or preten~1to hold, any
pointed the proper officers for the' administration of justice office, or offices, under the fQrmerAdministration, or any
in the several Courrtie~,who are to be sworn to the faithful other authority whatever, and not being confirmed by the
discharge of their several tmsts. . It is therefore expected present Council or Assembly, still retain in his, or their, cus-
'that no person or persons claim or exercise any civil autho- tody any Books, Records, Papers, and Files, should refuse to
rity but such as are Or may be appointed as aforesaid, on deliver up the same on demand t~the new officer, or officers,
the penalty of being deemed'inimical to their country. Pro- appointed in his, or their, stead by the Council and Assem-
vided, nevertheless, and this PfQ.Cla<lnationis intended, NQt ~bly, upon such refu§al the Sheriff of the COU!)tywhere
to interfere with the power of the nec~ssary Committees of ..

such delinquent dwells, is hereby authorized and required to
Safety, chosen"in the severaf Town;> through the Colony, demand of him, onhem, stIch Books, Records, Papers, and
by virtue an.d iq consequence of any recommendation or Files; and upon non-compliance with said Sheriff's demand
Resolves of the Continental Congress; whereof all persons he, the said Sheriff, shaH take the said delinquentbefore eithe:
concerned are to take due notice, and govern themselves of the Justices of the County, who, upon examination of the
aCcordingly. And at the same time it is earnestly reCQm- matter, un]ess tM said offender shall give sufficient reasops

.mended, that in this. distressing day of publick calamity, for his non-compliance, shall have fun power to commit
when our enemies are watching all opportunities to ensnare him, the offender, to the County Jail, there to r~malh till he'
and divide us, every one would ~triye to prevent, and, if comply with this direction, and pay cost of corpmitment, or
possible, to quell all appearance of; party spirit, and to cul- until further order or-the G,.eneral Assembly; ,a copy of the
tiv-ate and promote p-eace, union, and good oider"and by VQte of the said General i\ssembly, attested, to be full evi-
Jill means .in their power to discourage profanity, imrno.:. dence of the appointment of such officer, or officerS". .
rality, and injustice.

,

' "

Adjournedto eight o'clock, to-morrowmorning.GODsave the People. _' ,
Voted, That this Proclamation be tfansc:;ribed,printed,

. Thu.rsday, March 21, 177~.and publis,heij throughout this Colony. Met according to ~djoumment.

Adjourned: till t~-morrow m()f~ing~eight o'clock. - ~ Voted, That Mf. Samuel Hutchins, of Po;tsmouth, be
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Lieutenant of the Artillery Company there, in the room and Ezekiel Worthen, amounting to twenty Pounds seventeen
stead of John ~JJf.arden,lately appointed by this House, who Shillings, be allowed and paid out of the Treas~ry, and that
is otherwise engaged. the President of the Council give' order on the Treasurer

Voted, That the Account of Abel Webster and Samuel for payment.
Dearborn, for transporting Indians, amounting to three Voted, To choose a Committee of this House, to join a
Pounds eighteen Shillings, be allowed imd paid out of the Committee, of the honourable Board, to confer together uPon
Treasury, and that the President of the Council give order a Petition of sundry Committees of Safety and Correspond~
of payment accordingly. ence, concerning the, prices of Goods, and the necessaries

Voted To choose a C@mmitteeof three Members of this of life, &c., being raised to exorbitant prices, since the Con:-
House, ;0 join a Committee of the honourable Board, to ,tinental Association, and to make repo~ tHereon to this
agree with some suitable person to build a Powder-Mill inHouse as s~on as may be,; and that Captam Barnet~,. Dea-
this Colony, and that Major Philbrick, Major Barker, and cO,n13aldwzn, and Captam If'Ioulton, be the Committee of
'Samuel Dudley, Esq" be a CommitteeoL this House for this House for that purpose.

.
that purpose. Voted, That the stated price of Saltpetre in this Colony

,

Yoted, That Major James Hackett" be appointed Mus- be three ~hillings and six PencI: per P?und, exclusjve of
term,aster of the Troops now raised, and to be raised, for the tbe bounties heretofore ,voted.' until the eighth. day of June

defence of this Colony.
'

, ~ext. r:r:hatDoct?r Joszah Gz~man,of Ee~ter, be, and hereby
TT t d TI I P R' 11 f C t ' D ' l 1': fi IS, appomted to mspect, receive, and store, whatever Salt-
/"0 e . lat t 1e ay- 0 0 ap am anze, tOr ve ,
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Voted, That Colonel David Gilman receive out of the Th H ' d ' II :"
T '

,
,1': I P d r. Sh ' lI' 1': C t '

e ouse adjOurne tl to-morrow mon;llng, Clght 0 clpck.
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Ckmerits, to payoff his Non-Commissioned Officers and
Soldiers, and that he take s~urity of said Clements to ac-
count for the <6ame, and that the President of the Council,
give order of payment accordingly, ,.

Voted, That ~rajor ft-'Iooney receive out of the Treasury
one tnonth's advance Pay, and that the President of the
Council give order ,of payment accordingly.

Voted, That George Jerry Osborne be Lieutenant of the
J\Tatross Company commanded by Captain Salter, in the
room and stead 0.£Thomas Pickering, who has resigned,

Voted, That the Pay-Ron of Captain Eliplwlet Daniel,
amounting to one hundred and fifty-four Pounds twelve Sh.il-
lings, be allowed and paid out of the Treasury, and that the
President of the Coupcil give order for payment thereof.

Voted, That the Pay-Roll of Captain Titus Salter,
amounting to one hundred and nine,ty-four POlJnds sixteen
Shillings and nine Pence, be alh,}wed and paid out of the
Treasury, and that the President of the Council give order
of payment acC'prdingly. '

Voted, That Sam/1R,lSherburne, Esq., be commissioned
as Captain of an Independent Company of Cadets at Ports-
mouth, and that he rank as Colonel; that he have three
Subaltern Officers for said Company under him, to be com- '
l'pissioned by the Council and Assembly: the Company
not to exceed ft)fty-eight Rank and File; ,that they be under
the direction :and command of the General Officer of the
Colony, and not to be obliged to march, or do duty, more
thlln ten miles out of th~ Town of PortsmolJth, and that the
Lieutenant of said Company rank as Lieutenant-Colonel; the
Second Lieutenant as Major, and the Ensign as Captain,

Adjourned to half-past two o'clOck, aftern~'on. '

Friday, March 22,,1776.

The House met according to adjournment. ' -

The Committee appoInted by both Houses, to confer
about Instructions for the Commissary who shan deliver out
Provisions to the Troops at Portsmouth, made report as foJ- '
lows, viz : -

First. That a Commissary be appointed constantly to
attend every aHowance day, upon the Troops at 'or near'
Portsmouth, .

Second. That the Commissary proceed to deliver out
Provisions, .agreeable to the Return of the Quartel'lTI,aster,

'every allowance day.
Thirdly. That the Commissary deliver one gill of rum,

per day, to each man going upon fatigue, and)lOt Qtherwise:
the number to be a~certained by the Adjutant,

Fourthly. That an agent Victualler be appointed to pro-
vide aU the necessaries for the Army. "

'N ATHANIEILF,OLSOM, Chairman.

" "Voted, That Captain Prenti'7x and DeacpnBaldwin be a
Committee of this House, to join a Committee of the honour-
able Board, to regulate and settle the Table of Fees for the
several Officers in this Colony, and lay the same before this
House the next session.

Voted, That John Dudley, Samuel Sherburne, Richard
Downing, EZiJah Grout, and James Gibson, Esquires, be a
Committee, to join a Committee of the honourable Bonrd,
in 'order to nominate and rec01:nmel)d a number 'of persons
for the Committee of Safety, to act in the recess of the Gene-
ral Court, and the powers proper to give them. ,

Voted, That the Quartermaster at Portsmouth be, and
hereby is directed, forthwith to 'transport to Eeeter, under a '

proper guard, three thousand -pounds weight of the Powder
,
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ATRANI£L OLSOM, nazrman. TToted To choose a Committee of three Members of this,

'-Votedl That the balaJ.?-ceof the Account of Captaill House, to join a Committee of the honourable Board, to ,
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confer together 'Opon the Accounts of the late Committee
of Safety, and make, repott to this House as soon as may
be; and that CliPtain Prenlice, Doctor Nichols, and Dea-
con Knowles, be a Committee for that' purpose.

Voted, That the Account of ~Ieshech Weare, Esq., for
his time and expenses going to Cambridge, amounting to
four Pounds twelve Shillings, be allowed ana paid out of
the Treasl,lry, and that the Treasurer pay him tpe same ac- ~ Saturday, March 23, 1776.

cordingly. .' ~{et according to adjournment" ,

. Voted, That Samw?l Cutts, Esq., be, and hereby is, ap-~ Voted, That the expenses of the late Committee of Safety
pointed Commissary and Victualler to our Troops at Pi~- of this Colony be paid out of the Treasury; and that they
cataqua, for the current year, and that he deliver out ,no receive out of the Treasury five Shillings per day each for
more than single Rations to any of the Officers of our wages, and that the President give order for payment there-
Troops; and that he deliver to each man one gill of Rum" of. ,

.

per d1\Y,when going on fatigue, and not otherwise: the ,number ,Voted, That the balance of the Account o( Nathaniel
to be. ~scertained by the Adjutant; and that he delIver out Folsom, Esq., amounting to two Pounds eight Shillings and
ProVIsions agreeable to the Return of the <;1uartermaster, six Pence, be allowed and paid out of the Treasury, and that'
ev.ery allowance day; and !hat he render his Accounts to the President of the Council' give order of payment.
thl~ H~use, or to the Committee of Safcty,~t every three, .Voted, To choos~ a Committee to agree with Colonel
months end.

. Toppan, for the purchase of seven, Cannon, belonging to
Adjourned to half-past two o'clock, P. M. him, now at" our Batteries .at Piscataqua Harbour; not to
, '. . exceed twenty Pounds for each Cannon; .and that Mr.Met accordmg to adjournment. .

Sherburne and Colonel Evans be the Committee for that
Voted, That Jonn JJlcCk1ry, Es~., Doctor De'arborn, purpose, to make report to the~Comli1ittee.of Safety.

and Captain Moulton, be a Committee of this HO!1se,to Voted, That Deacon 'Williams have and receive, out of
j:Jin a C0!llmittee of t!1ehonourable Board, t?,~onfer upOI1 the Treasury, twenty~fotu Shitlings in full, for the use of his
the expediency of sendmg SOInepart of the Militia to Ports- House and firincrfor the several Committees of this House
mouth and Newcastle, immediat~ly, for the defence of Pis- to tbi~ .lime, a~d that the President of' the Council giv~
cataqua Harbour, and places adjacent. order of payment. '

,Voted, That the ba~ance of the Acc,ount of, the Corp.- Voted, That the several Officers, appointed by thfs House,
mlttee ~f purhaflJ, for Fire-Rafts, amountmg to SIX,Pounds proceed in their respective business immediately after'their
one Shlllmg and, three Pence, ?e allowed and pmd,out.of taking their respective 'oaths of office, (without having com-
the Treasury, and that the PreSl,dent of the CounCIl give missions;) not to interfere with a former Vote of this J{ouse
orqer of payment thereof accordmgly. for opening the several Courts to try I;;ri:ninalcases and

Voted, That the Hon. Meshech HTeare,E:;q., Ebenezer trespass only. ,

7!h0mpson,Esq." ~nd Na~haniel Fols?m, Esq., of the Coun- Voted, That Colonel Tirrwthy Walker' be. added to the
cII, the Hon. Phtbps T¥lute, Esq., Pterce Long, John Dud- Committee for examihinO'Accounts &c.
11!Y,Josiall,Moulton, Stephen Evans, and Robert WilsQn, 77 t d ' TI t th C

. ,0
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and also to COnvene the Council and Assembly upon any Vot~d, That the Invent~rIes of Rateables, Estates, and
emergency, in the time of ~lCir recess. That any five of Polls, m ,and through~ut thIS ~olony for the current year,
them be a quorum to do business; that they render an ac- be ta~en III the ,month of Aprtl next, and the several,n\tes

count of their doiPgs to this House the first week of .their a,t which the ,said Estates are to be set, to be hereafter con-
next session; and 'that they have eight shillings per day for sldered by this Court. ,

.

their attendance on the business, paying their own ex- Voted, That Captain Long, our Barrackmaster, be ~rder-
renses. . ed to build Barracks, ,or hire Houses, on Gre,at-Island, to'

. The Petition of Rebecca Felton, concerning the Will of lodgeour Soldiersin"as he shall findmost convel1~ent.
her late husband, William Felton, being read, Voted, That Mr. Elijah Grout have, and receive, out of

Voted, That the Petitione~.?e hear~ thereon, on the tht: Treasury, tw:ent~-fivePounds, to be br him account<td
second Thursday of the next slttmg of tlus Assembly. for, and that the PresIdent of the Council give order of pay-

Voted, To choose a Committee o.fthree Members of this ment. , "
. "

."

..

"..,

House, to join a Committee of the honourable Board, to Voted, That Captain Prentice, Colonel Evans, Mr.'Pat-
(!onfer together upon the Accounts of the late Committee of ten.,and Mr. Grout, be a Committee of this House, to join
Safety, and report to this House as soon as may be; and that a Committee of ,the honourable Board, to confer together
Captain Prentice, Dr. Nichols, and Deacon Knowles, be about the Pay-Roll of the. Members of this House, and to
the Committee for that purpose. make report to this House as sOOnas may be. .

Which Committee, being joined by a Committee of the, Which Committee,being joined by a Committee from the
honourable Board; made report as follows, viz: . honourable Bo,!rd, made report: That it is their opinion

That they ate of opjnion that the expenses of the said that each Member receive their payout of the Treasury, in
Coillmittee of Safety be paid out of tl~e public~ .money, the same manner, and on the same.cohd\tions, ~hey did the
and recommend that eac]1 of them be paid five sllll~mgsper last session, and that the Secretary 'and Clerks im"meciiate1y
diem waires. WYSEMAN'CLAGETT,Chatrman. make out the rolls for the same.

{

,~Wher:asthere are sundry Towns in the Colony, settled
'

-:-

NATHANIEL FOLSOM, Chairma:';.

the;;e few y~ars, both within the lines of what is ca~led lIIa- ~'. ,Therefore, Votfd, That the pay of the several Members
son's Patent, and under grants, from the Crown, WhICh hav. the Council and of.this House, for this ses,sion, be ,drawn
not the benefit of IncorporatIOn, and thereby unable to..,'\')ut of the Treasury in the same manner, and on the same
choose proper Officers to assess and collect the Colony conditions, as for the last session; and that the Secretary and
Taxes,' the Clerk of the House immediately make out the Rolls for

It is hereby Resolved,. That, upon applic~tion of three tlle same, and certify them to tbe, Trea.."urer.
.of.t?e, Freeholde~ o~ said Town to the ?elecrmen of the Then the House adjourned to the first Wednesday in
:adJ<m)lngTown, (If mco:porated,) otherwise to the Select- June next, ,tl,e fifth day of said month, then ,to meet at the
,!Ilelilhi"the,nearest Town lllcorpo~ted, they (the Se!ectmen) Court-House in Exeter, at three of the clock, afternoon.
are authorIzed, and hereby requIred, t? undertake and act Attest: ' NOAH EMERY,
for sucb T?wn, and to take Invento~es of Estates, make Ckrk House of Representatives.
nates, and Issue Warrants, to sl!chor eIther of the Free,hold- ,

.~rs of said TDwn as they may think suitable persons; to

levy, collect, and receive tne said Rates and Taxes, (the
charge of the Selectmen's time in said business to be in-
cluded arid paid by the Town so taxed,) which Tax shall
be transmitted to the Receiver-General, according to his
warrant. '

The House adjourned to to-morrow morning, eight o'clock.
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PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAl, LEE.

. Philadelphia, March 1, 1776.

DEAR SIR: After a wann contest, occasioned by the
high estimation the Members of Congress have of your
worth and abilities, (every one wishing to have you where
he had. most at. stake,) the Congress have at length deter-
mined to supersede the orders given you to proceed to Ca-
nada, and have this day COmeto a resolution t~Jatyou shall
take the command of iheContinental Forces in t11eSouthern
Departme\1t; which' comprehends Virginia, North- Caro-
lina, South- Carolina, and Georgia.

The Congress have also appointed six new Brigadier-
Generals, viz : John Armstrong, William Thompson, An-
drew Lewis, .Jamesft'Ioore,Lord Stirling, and'Robert Howe,
Esquires, four of whQm are to command under you, in the
Southern Department, and two in the Middle. .By tpis
conveyance, I nave forwarded the commission for his Lord-
ship. As soon as your health, and the necessary orders
you may think proper to give for putting New- York in a
state of defence, will permit, I have "it in charge to direct
'that you repair. to the Department put under Y0l,lr imme-

.

diate corrimand..
In expe.ctationof se,eingy~u soon in this place on your

way, I need Jiot add, but, that I am, with every sentiment
of regard and esteem, sir, your most obedient servant,.. .

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To the Rori. Major-General Lee, at New- York.

.PRESIDENT OF, CONGRESS TO LORp STIRLING.

Philadelphia, March 1, 1776.

, My LORD: I do myself the honour of enclosing to you
. a ct>mmission of Brigadier-General in the Continental Anny.

. Fropl the high opinion the Co.ngress. entertain of your .zeal
and attachment to the Amer1can cause, they flatter them-
selves ,you .will do everything in 'y~ur power to di~charge

. your duty to your country on thIs Important occasIOn. I
have it in charge from Congress to direct that you continue
at New- York until further orqers.

.

I have the honoul' to.be, my Lord, your Lordship's most
obedient and very hl,lmble servant,

.
'

JOHN HANCO~K,President.

The Right Hon. Lord Stirling, at. New- YQrk.

JAi'iES DUANE TO LORD STIRLING.,
Philadelphia, March], 17711.

DEARSIR: I iJ-mafraid you'\vill suspect I h~ve been un-
mindful of your request, when last here,. and of your inte-
rest; but I beg you will be 8.ssured,that inattention to my
friends is on.e of the vices ,of which J feel myself inca-
pable." . ;

The first opportunity I have embraced to solicit your pro-
motion, in which I was so happy as to be supported by my
friends. Your Lordship is accordingly appointed a Briga-
dier-General for the Middle Department, comprehending
N'ew- YOl'k, Ne1»-,Je,rsey,Pennsylvania, the Lower Coun-
ties, and Maryland; the Colonies to Jhe southward, the four
Eastern Provinc~s, and Canada, form the other three De-
partments. '

.

It is nOl.Vdetennined that General Lee shall command in
tb,e Southern Department,. where an immediate attack is
expected. The debates of this day-did him singu~arh?nour,
and evinced the confidence the Congress place III hIs zeal.
and abilities. He was given up ~o the Southern Colonies,
as the most exposed, with great reluctance. General &huy-
ler, with Brigadier-General Thompson and yourself, are des-, tiQed for the. Middle Department.. The Commander-in-
Chief for Canada remains. to be filled up, and i~ a subject
of some perple.xity as w~ll as of very great importance. It
was the anxiQuswish and earnest advice of our much la-
me~ted friend, Montgomery, that he should be succeeded by
GeQeral Lee; but the situatioti of Qur affan:shas prevented
it. GeneraJ &huyler's very pr~carious'state of health, and
the danger towhich his .native Provinc~ is exposed, will, we
suppose, make the disposition-respecting him very agree-
able. .

. Present my respectful compliments to him and to Gene-
ral Lee, and believe'me to be, with' great regard, your Lord-
ship 's most obedient servant, J DAMES VANE.

"

To Lord Stirling.
.

EASTON, NORTHAMPTON COUNTY, (PEN~Sn,VANIA) COM

MiTTEE.'
,

. In Committee, Easton, March 1,1776.

"
We, tbe subscribers, inhabitants of Chest'[/,ut-Hill and

Hamilton Townships, in the County of Kortham:pton, being
conscious of ourmisdemeanour and accumulated guilt, a5
well in entering into a writtenagreement and unlawful com-
bination, to, bid defiance to the laws of ,our country and to
resist th,e ,authority of the civil Magistrates, as also in wick-
edly and maliciously defaming arid slandering the honourablE}
CQntinental Congress: We therefore acknowledge ours~lve5
highly culpable, and ask pardon of our offended co!.mtry-
men, promising in the. most solemn m~nner, as a token of
our sincere repentance, to yield and deliver up into the
hands and custody of the Committee-men of the said re-
spective Townships, withiriten days from this date, all our
arms, to be by them kept and detained. until, both .hy our
\vords and actions, it shall evidently appear that we merit
the favour and confid'ence of our fellow-citizens. ..

"JOHANNEs Z'IGLIN, SEN.,
'~,JOHANNE.s ZiGLIN, JUN.,

"THOMAS JAMES,

"JACOB HIPGE,

"
Enw ARD EVANS."

Resolved, That the above be publish,ed ill the English
and German Newspapers. .

Extract from the Minutes:
nOBERT TRAILL, Clerk.

,

'
;

,

PaJLADELPHI.,. COMMITTEE.

"
In Committee, 1rfarch 1, 17'76.

Henry Junc7cen, of this city, having voluntarily sent to .

this Committee the following L~tter, which is voted a,proper
ackJ10wledgment of his own, ..
. Ordered, That the same 1;Iepublished in all the Newspa-
pers, English and German, in and near this city. . .

'. .' T. MATLACK,.Secretary pro tem. . .

"GENTLEllfEN: Whereas I have been charged; before
you, of being inimical to the nobJestruggle for liberty in
general, as well as to t4e AssociatioI) in particular. And
whereas there may have words dropped in conversation,
which may be construed as tending to discourage those
which otherwis'e would have associated, the which was

. never my intention to do. And whereas I value liberty as
dear. as life, and am sensible that 1 shall reap a proportion-
able benefit in the success of this our noble struggle for the
same, my interest and that of the publick being insepa~ahly
connected.

.

" And whereas I am sorry for any uDguarded word or
expression which may bave dropped from my rpouth, and
wbich may convey even the most distant sense of being
inimicably disposed to this our noble struggle; being also
deeply concerned for the displeasure.~f ~he public~ i)l gene-
ral, as well as my respected fellow.:.cltIzensIn partIcular, for
whom 'I have nothing but love and good-will at heart, and
with whom J .wish ,to live in peace, harmony, and frierid-
ship. Th6refore, to appease their minds, and to con'vince
the publick in general that this my declaration is sincere,
and that! am not insensible to the duty of my country, I
do hereby, of ~y own ffee will and accord, and without
any persuasion, threat, ot compulsion whatever, ask their
pardon for any offence by me. to them, or any of them,
given. :My future conduct will and shall prove that I am
eqwilly with them engaged in the same good cause, and that
I am detero;iiIled,as 1. always have been, to stand or faU
with. them in this our noble struggle for liberty..

.

. "HENRY JUNCKEN.

" To the Gentlemen of the Committee of Inspection."

....

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Pro:
vince of NEW-YORK.'. .'

The Petition of JOSIAHROBERSON,JOHA~
.

ES TACK, &-c.;
of MARBLETowN,tn the County of ULSTER,and Pro-
vinceof NEw-YORK,humblyshoweth: .

.

That whereas the Township ofMm:bletown fonnedy con-'
tained a sufficient number of men for three distinct Compa-
nies of. ;Militia,which, although .increased sil1ce that time,
have, by. the Committee of said Town, for local <;ouve:",

.. .
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niences, only divided into two Beats or Districts, and now
fonns two Companies, of upwards of one hundred men
each. And JYhereascertain dissatisfactions have arisen,
about the choice of a Captain in die Southwest District of
said Township, which. we humbly conceive may have an
evil tendency to disunite the good people of this town, if
some suitable remedy be not applied in time.

And whereas it is judgea that the most effectual method
for removing dissatisfaction fmm amongst us would be to
raise a Company of Grenadiers, under the command of
Charles T¥. Broadhead, Captain, Jacob Delamater, First
Lieutenant, It)pses 1}L Ca1Jtine, Second Lieutenapt, ,and
Jacob Chambers, Ensign. '

We therefore (having obtained the previous approbation
of the Com~anding Officer of this Regiment, together with
the Committee, and the Officers of the Militia of s~id Town-
ship) ~umbly pray, that we may be embodied into a Com-
pany of Grenadiers, in said Regiment, and that the said
Charles W. Broadhead, Jacob Delarnater, Moses M:' Can~
tine, and Jacob Qhambers, may be commissioned as above-
mentioned. And your Petitioners shall ever pray.

Jac:ob J. Freer, John Roosa, Levi Pawling, Jun.,
Benoni Mulks, Martinus Oosterhout. John McKenry,

.

Cornelius Tack, Harrna's Oosterhout, Johan. Van Leuven,
Tbos. Schoonmaker, J. A. Van Wagener, David Hetkim,
John Sluyter,

'

Peter Van Wagene'r, Daniel J\.fowers,
Johannes G. Rosa, Johannes Krom; Petrus Mowers;
Dirck Chambers,\'IIilliamKrom, William Love.
James Mekemson, JacobRapelya, .

Edward Deval,
John Raplegh, John Van Dernerken, Alder! Roosa,
William Cantine, WHhelmus Roosa; William Hardy,
Solomon Vandemerk, I~ues Broqhead,' John CaD~ine, JUn.,,
Thomas Chambers, Mindert Newkirk, Robeit Has, .
Arie Tack, Peter P. Ovsterhout, Abraham Saler,
Isaac R\Jbison, John DavIs, Daniel Schoonmaker,
John Cusnehan, James .Robison, Samuel Dodge.
Joseph Chambers, Samuel Brodhead,

.i}farbletown, ~Warch, 1776.
"

WILLIAM BARKER TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

Amenia, Dutchess ,County, March 1,1776.

SIR: I have received orders un.der your hand; to inlist
men il1'the Continental service, as a Captain, and am very
SOlTYthe privates are not allowed as much pay as our near
neighbours in Con;nectwut, who are all<?wed fiftycthree shil~
lings and fOl,lr pence for a bounty, and fifty-three shillings
and four pence, per month, which discourages ourmen from
inlisting ,'in our Pmvince; but a bigger discojlra~e1pent, I
take it to be, that there is no time prescribed for their inlist-

ment. Also, one place, the qrders say, they (the soldiers)
to finq their own, arms, and .in another place, arms al!q.
aCC01.ltrements for t~e men, &c., to be provided at the pub-
lick expense; and no mention is made of any advance pay,
whicli appears to me that it win be absolutely necessary
that they should have one month's pay before they march,
in order to furnish themselves. Hnder thQse discourage-
ments, I finq it very dull raising men. If, therefore, sir, you
can, by a line by the bearer, give me any furthqr directions
in these matters, you will greatly oblige, sir, your most obe':' '
dient humble servant, ' w BILLI.M ARKEn.

To the Hon.. Nathaniel Woodhull, President of the Con-
gress at .lVew-York.

GOVEAAOUR TRUMBULL TO' GENERAL SCHtJ¥LER.

Lebanon, March 1, 1776.

SIR: I rec.eivedthe 24th your favour of the 19th of last
month per Bennett. Captain Troop's company, raised
hereabouts for the Colony battalion, half of it marched two
days ago. They escorted eight hundred weight of powder
in casks, to prevent embezzlement. The residue will fol-
low the 11th. I hear' some other of the companies moved
forward this week, and \vill be followed soon. I expect
t~ey wiII need the arms and accoutrements you gave encou-
ragemeIlt to supply them. Your direction t6 the Paymas-
ter-General, to make an estimate of what is still due, and
to pay it to the gentlemen of our Pay-Table to 'pay off the
men, is' a salutarym~asure,which will' answer very good
purposes to prev~nt c0fI.lp~aints. Our Treasurer's c~estis
dry. To haye It replemshed from yours as speedily as
possible, will be very agreeable. I have noticed Lieute-
nant-Colonel JJ[ott of the mistake r~ative to biJleting allow-
ance made him, and Ol.\rPay-Table are informed of it, and.

"

will govern themselves accordingly. Mr. Lee, of Charles-
town, moved to me for an allowance for his service at
Skenesbo'(ou,rrh, after the taking of Ticond,eroga. I in-
formed him iTl,ata compl(~teaccount must be r~ade oU,t,be-
fore anything could be done here, and. that 1.would write to
you uponit;-since'which, Captain Lusk, who was at the
first: taking of Ticonderoga, and places adjacent, and in
servICeafterwards at St. John's, came to me to ask a settle-
ment and payment to those who were employed in that first
service.. I told him, that in my opinion, the Congress in-
tended that whole affair should be at Continental expense.
And as several Colonies were conc'erned in it, and had ad-
vanced money to several persons thereon, so it could not be
done without a perfect account made up 6f the whole ser-
vices, provisions, &c., and the advancement (,mehColony
had made; that for that end I would write to the honour-
able Continental Gongress to appoint a Committee, to meet
at some convenient time and place, with power to c.all on
all concerned ther~in for their accounts, to liquidate the same,
and to make their report thereon, and thereby justice ob-
tained for those brave men who undertook ahd so happily
effectedthat work.

'

.

'This gave present satisfactiort to him, and may do the
same for Mr. Lee. If you judge this method expedient,
your application to Congress will greatly facilitate their com-
pliance with my request thereon.

I am, with' brreat regard and' esteem, sir, your most obe~
client humble servant, . J T

.
ONATHAN RUMBULL.

To the Hon. Major-General &huyler. '

JOliN STEVENSON TO M':-RYLAND COUNCIL OF SA'FETY.,
' Mardi 2, 1776.

Dr. Stevenson begs leave to' present a mem~rial to the.
honourable tht:)Council of Safety, now sitting, to acquaint
them, that, some time ago, he had engaged a quantity of
gunpowder from Mr. John Craig, merchant, which the
Committee of Bqltimore Town took for the publick ser'vice,
and being at presenJgreatIy distressed for a small supply of
powder to carry on his c~pper-works, reqt!ests that he may
be supplied with such a:quantity as they shall think proper,
and he will with pleasure repay any charge in replacing the,
same.

JOliN STEVEKSON.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety, now sitting at
Bciltirrwre.

, ,

C. BEATTY TO MA'RYL~D COUNCIL QF SAriTY.

. F~edericktowJ,1,M,arch 2, 1776,'

, GENTLE~IE~: Endo.sed YO~Iha\e-di.e pet!tio~ of one of
the compames III the Thlrtl- Tlmd BattalIOn, praymg that you
wi11 commission the gentlemen therein .mentioned. The
company seel\lS to be well satisfied to be commanded by
them, and J .am of opinion they will make good officers, there-
fore, hope yuu will apPrQveof them. Captain lJla7itz, who
was appointed Quartermaster of o.urtroops by the last Con-
vention, has declined serving in that capacity; therefore,
I hope you will have the commi$sionsforhim and the other
officers of his company, made out and sent up with the
others, by tlle first safe hand, and you wil1oblige, gentle-
men, your very humble servant,

,,'

C B. EATTY.,

To the Council of Safety of :ftfaryla;nd.

N.D. Mr. Lewis Rush, who was appointed Quarter-
m~s~er t? the Thirty~Third.nattalion, has ,accepted of a com-
mission ill the Pennsylvanw Troops, therefore has declined
serving as a.Quartermaster in s1j.id battalion. In order to
have the vacancy filled up, I consulted wiih tbe rest of the
Field-Officers of said battalion, an'd we unanimously aITreed.
to rec

,

omrnend Mr. Williqzn Ritchie as a man .well c~lcu-
lated to fill up the "place. 1f he should meet with your ap:'
probation, we pray that, a commissIon may issue, and be
transmitted with the above. C. 'B.

,
-, ,

To the Counet7of Safety of MARYLA~"D:
The Petition of sundry of the Freeholders and Inhabit-

,ants of Frederick ~ounty, who compose the company to
Jwhich Colonel Chqr.les Beatty wa$ formerly elected Cap-
tain, ,and Coloqel Baker JQhnson First Lieutenant, the. - '- ~
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the greatest military force they can muster, and despatching
them to butcher us with the utmost expedition; Lord North,
and the Parliament, to amuse the natipn, and distract and

-divide the Colonies, by every-'hypocritical art in their pow-
er. Thus the two plans go hanc;\-in-hand; the one to dii1.de;
the ethel"to conquer. Was it not precisely so last year? Is
it not so now? All ye 'timid, irresolute; terrified, and qouble-,
faced 'Whigs, who have, by one means or other, crept into
authority, open your mouths wide, and bawl stoutly against,.
every vigorous me.asure until the Commissi~ners arrive.
They will bring' pockets well-lined \vith English GuinfJal3;,
Patents for Plans, Pensions, and Titles in abundance, will
attend them. Your palms will be first greased. You are

, the only m'enwho can. complete the Parliamentary prans
ON SENDINGCOMMJSSIO:,ERSTO TREAT WITH THE CON- for raising an American Revenue! C011]monSense says

GRESS. this winter is worth an age. Rejoice that it is' now past.
The man who would penetrate all the de~igns, and tho- Do all in your power to- pass the spring in activity, and.

roughly acquaint himself with tbe several manceuvres of the. matters rimy yet go, to your minds. Lord' North's motion
British Government, ought carefully to attend to two ob- ,last winter did much for you; the Commissioners, equally
jects. The Prime Minister is always considered as th~ improved, will probably crown. your'wishes. I shall thank
central wheel of all Government movements; and the' eyes God, and heartily rejoice, if your ibfluence reach not the
of every,one are fixed upon him, and' his motions alone at- Councils and proceedings of the"Congress."
tended to. But in the present case, where he is confessedly Depend upon it, my Countrymen, "Divide etimpera" is'
ostensible, the affair is quite otherwise; and he who wishes the instruction of every Commissioner, and his orders will
to 'distinguish between the measures which proceed from be delay, divide, distract, as much as possible, until the
the real Minister, and will pe prosecuted, and those ,vhich forces are all arrived, and they be in a condition to enforce
the ostensible is directed to hold out, (as barrels to a whale,) their plan. Theil they will inform you that they have re-
ma)', perhaps, find the' tme clue to guide through the laby- ceived orders by which they are'co,mmanded to break off
rinth in the foliowing'obseJvations. ' , the treaty. T(x>many have already lost sight of the King,

Great Britain has steadily and. ip.variably pursued one and our real enemies, and are so fascinated with the prOS"-
course of conduct towards these Colonies for the last twelve pect of Commissioners, that I begin to, dread the snare, aid
years; and yet politicians have constantly charged her,with cannot help crying out to you, Oh, foolish Americar!.$!
fickleness, and a want of a regular plan. He who discerns Who has bewitched you, that you should put any cop(i-
the tme cause.of this inconsistent consistency, can point out pence in men wl1Qspill your blood with as little ceremony
its nature, end, and use, and SJlOWthat this ficklenessdemon- .and, reluctance as a butcher would that of an ox! Is this
strates; the firmeJt steadfastness, sees into the bottom of th~_. all you know of the Ring and his Ministers? -,

present British 'policy, and comprehends aU her measures. I know there is not a Tory 'now on the Continent but
This knowledge I wish every member of the honourable, hopes these Commissioners will effect their purpos!3,and are
Continf,mtal Congress possessed of, with virtue and spirit preparing to~give them every possible assistance, and very
sufficient to withstand all their effortsto d~stroyour liberties. few Whigs who have not their fears on the occasion. Every
.As soon ,as the Parliament is called, the King gives cer- thinking ,man on both sides of the question mnst, and does

tain intimations of his designs, and applies for the approba- believe, that their sale errand is to cajole and deceive, and
tio~ 'and support of the Commons. Here we have a small that large promises, lies, bribery, ,and comlption, are 'the
opening of the designs of th~ Cabinet, no mpre being cOm- meail~ they will use. I beseech you to lend all your spirit'
municated than is absolQtely necessary for obtaining a ge- and vigour tothe Congress on the occasion. Depend upon
neral concurrence and vote of' aids from Parli:pnent. This it they will want it. Pray them, to take one decisive step;
being once obtained by way of Address, a new'plan opens, to sena orders to the Commander-in-Chief in- each Provin~e
1Il1dthat spirit, which was roused by this, discovery of the to arrest said Commissioners, in the name oftbe Thirteen
real designs of the Government, is laid asleep as quickly as United Colonies, a~ soon as they set fooi on shore, and send
possible, and th~ real Minister now retiring behind the cur- them, under strong guards, to the Congress, with the strict-
tain, t~eostensible one succeeds to his place. You may est injunction that they be; permitte~ to speak with ilp man,
therefore observe, that, is soon 'as' the hands of the secret besicies the guards and their servants, until they arrive in
Cabinet are, let Joose by Loyal Addresses, things take a new Philadelphia; and that, as soon as tIrey arrive, a deputation
turn in P..rliament ll1,lmediately; and the PrimE1 Minister, as from Congress wait upon them, and ask them this one plain
if totally forsaking the high ground he had lat<jly taken pos- question, Have youautllority to order home your fleets and
session of, begins to open neW plans, of a very different na- armies immediately? _ If they ansWer in the negative, then
ture frorb that held Qut in"the Speech from the Throne, and to break off all further conference, and send thel).1 off that
recommend<j~ in the Address.es of both Houses of ParFa- instant to the enemy's head-quarters, with this'inf9rmation,
ment. The King and his ca~al go to work 'with all the that we scorn as I11pclito treat with a dagg~r at our breasts,
secrecy and vIgour they are masters of, and Lord Nor:th as we disregard tl1eirforces. If they answer in the affirmative,
assumes his, new character, 'which is that of the Deceiver then to assure them that, as soon as the intelli.gence of their
of Amt;:riclt and'Amuser of the ;Nation., And he has hither- fleets and armies' safe arrival in Great, Britfliit, shall have
to phiyed his part so w~JI, t,llat all has gone on to their reached America, the conference shall'be opened, and not'
mind. He Jast year rendered them invisible, even to their" before; that they, in the mean~, time, shall be kept iti safe.
own party, and had like to lose. all by it, so that he was custody, treated like gentlemen, but not permitted to COl--
forced to take off the mask, and partly discover himself, respond or converse with' the inhabitants before the treaty
befQJ'ehe, could, carry' matters in the House. Anyone is completed. Every hour spent in conference with Com-
who remembers his motion, will feel the force of w.qat is missioners before this takes placf:),is an hour lost to Ame-
here relatecr; and he who rec-ollectsthat s~id motion arrived rica, and two gained to Great Britain; besides the immense
but a few weeks before the ord~r for seizing Messieurs damages which wiIl arise from the powers of deceit and
Hancl)ckand Adams, which opened the present scene of corruption, English gold, Government proiJises; pensions,
the war, must perceive that he acted in the capacity I have titles, and every art which malice, cunning, and religious
as~i~ned him. Eve? ,theY,whoentertain t?e mo~t i~?iffcrent l~ypo?risyca.n'inve~t o~?se, w:ill b~'playe~ off against our
opmlon of the AdmImstrat~on,were, by this motlOn;Omduced liberties. These, .JudJt~louslyapplied, wIll convert such
to believE),for a time, that they meant to give up the mat- amQng the great as have not virtue and integrity to with-
ter. He~. n(Jw pla~n~ the same ~a~e, over a~ainJ Pro- stand their force! and y~uwill be sol? wit~out pQcketing a
pesals, for a reconcIlIatIOn,CommIssIoners, and what not, penny of the pnce,' Witholit pocketmg dId I say? - Nay,
are np:wheld, Qut, as the motion was last year, and fSlr the yourselves must pay it. Hard lot, indeed! But if you
same purposes. ' ,,0 have not virtutJ and spirit sufficient to support the Congress

,The two parties nOWdivide, each gbing'to his own pro- in executing these measures for your security, you deserve
per bUl'iness: the King, and ,his ~ecret Cabinet, to arraying it. I condude, by exh9rting you ,to keep on the watch; .

removal of whom to theIr present appointments have occa-
sioned vJlcancies, we, therefore, to render the company
complete, and that it may exercise in battalion, as direoted

. by the resolves of the Convention, have gone into a choice
of officers to fill th~ vacancies above-mentiQned, and have
appointed Mr. JoJ,jiaAdlu'f!! Captain, John Furguson First
Lieutenant, Christia(t weaver Second Lieutenant, < and
Tho1[!as Bea,tty. EnsigP. If those gentlemen meet' with
your apprQbation, of which we have but little doubt, we
hope that commissions may issue,' an.d be transmit~ed to
Colonel Charles Beatty by the first oppo.rtunity.

Signed per order:, UT R
-

f17,~ n JL,LIAM ITCHIE, v~erk.
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lose not sight of the King and the Army, by looking at the. Delegates could have been furnished with an estimate of
Prime Minister, Pafliament, and Commissioners.Qne bold the Colonial expenses they might have improved them to
stroke will ~ectually defeat the machinfltiO]1sof the latter,. advantage. But you may be assuJ.:edwe, shall do,thebest
and then the former will stand alone and unsupported; and we can wjthout them. But I beg the aGcountmay be sent

'a second vigorous exertion will crush their evil designs forward as soon as possible, or, if the accounts cannot be
against your liberties. Remember, these Commissioners are got ready, let me be furnished with an e,.stimateboth of the
the wooden horse which is to take those by stratagem whom ,Continental and Provincial charges.. '.
twelve years' hostility could not reduce. Act, then, like I was much surprised to find there was no instructions.
Laocoon; strike the dagger into his breast, apd never per- among the papers given me by Captain Long; not a word
mit yotlr credulity or inactivity to giv(j the perjured Sinon about purchasing the flour which was so much talked of,
a)1,opportunity of making a worn-'Out,deluded, or corrupted when I was Jast with the Committee. If an):"thingof that
Whig the altar on which to offer up your dear-bought privi- sort is to be done, I should be glai to be advised of it as
leges." CASSANDRA. soon as possib1e, for no doubt the risk increases with the

, P. S. I shall be told thiswouldbe treatingthe Commis- a.dvancement.oft?e season. The Congresshave appointed
sioneBStOQcavalierly. To this ~ answer, Men coming on SIX more ang~dIer-Genernls, f01,lr for, the Southern, and

such an errand, cannot be treated tOQmuch so. Let any two fo~ the MIddle Department. It IS probable Genernl
one show the least mark of a desiQ1lin Administration to Lee WIll haye th~ comIIJand of the Southern Army. I
relinquish their claims, and'l will tre~t them with the utmost' have nothing new that I can communi:ate; when I have
ceremony and respect. I \vill publish an ancient testimQny you may be assured I shall be very paI1Icu~ar,an~ I hope I
in their own favour, if it can' be but considered ;is doing shall hear fro~ you often.. All the Dele~ates, except from
them honour. For thoullh I trust I shall never prostitute a l!ew-Hamp~hzre, are, furnished.weekly "':Ith all ,the transac-
pure and holy religion to'Pay my court to men, though they ~ tlons ?f the~r respect,~veColomes" and really wIsl,lto be on

be Kings yet I will do any riD"htthinD"for those who corne ,a tootmg with them m t4at respect. I shall Wnte to you

on so g~d an errand.
b 0 again shortly. I?- tbe meantime give me leave t? assure,

you that I am, with great ,resp~t, your most obedient and
faithful servant, .w 't v

"
,ILLIAM t HIPJ'LJ:.

To, th~ H(mo.urab~e Colonel Weare.' '
PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL. AmfSTRONG., ., ,

Philailelphia, March 2, 1716.
,

SIR: The Congress, from a sense of your merit and zeal
in the American cause, have been induced to appoint you a
Erigadier-Genernl in the' Continental Arn1Y, I do myself
the honour of enclosing your commission; apd shall only
add, that I have it in charge from Congress to direct that
you'repair as soon as possible to Sou'th- Carolina,. there to
take the command of the Continental Troops till further
orders.

"

,

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

'Jolm Arm$trong, Esq., Brigadier-General.
N. ,B. A lctter of the salI!e form was, at the same time,

sent to General Thompson, directing him to repair to New-
York to join the Continental Troops, under, the command

~ofGenernl Lee.
'

,

COLONEl. JOSIAH BAR'fLETT TO NEW-H,AMPSnIR:E COMMIT-

TE.E OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, March ~; 1'{16..

SIR: Yours of the 13thultimo, per Colonel Whipple, I
received the 28th, and am 'glad to be, informed of the spirit-
ed behaviour of our Colony in raising a regiment for Cana-
da without waiting for the order of Congress. .

The several matters relative to our Colony affairs' flre,
according to order, laid before CortD"ress:'As soon as a
determination is had, I hope to be' th~ bear~r of them my-
self to you.

'

,

, I am, v~ry sorry for the unhappy difficulties in our Cola-
~ies, at a time ,;"hen "':8 have nothing to expect fi'om our
mveternte enemies but war and ,bloodshed, notwithstand-
ing their hypocritical preten~es of treating alid reconc.ilia-
tion to amuse us. ,I prny God we may nQt be taken in the

'snare." ",
I am your most obedient servant,

,

,

JOSIAH BARTLETT.

To the Honournble Meshech Weare, Esq. ,

"

P. S. I should have wrote more lirgely but the post
this 'minute is setting off. J. 13.

GENERAL ARMSTRONG TO :(>RESID£NT OF CONGR:ESS.

J>hyade1phia, March 2, 1776.

SIR : Your favour of this day, coverinD"the commission of
a. :f!rigadier-General of that vene~?le b~dy where you pre-
side, does me great honour. The Importimce of the station
in which they are ple~ed to place me, as well as the trust
and confid.ebce implied in the appointment, filIs'me with
coricern. COl1scious as lam of my small deD"reeof milita- ,

.
,

' k I d d ' bl ,"', EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A G:ENTLEMAN IN LONDONry nowe ge, an senSI e, very sensible, of the declme of .

,

" 1776 'I h d .
h ",. DATED NEW-YORK MARCH ~nature, a no ng t to expect an appoIntment of this sort . ' , -,

"

and beg leave~ to assure the CongTess that I accept th; . An affair has lat~ly been discovered, here :vhich ~as

com.missionfrom a sense of duty to this much-injured coun- given no small .uneasmess to th~ Congress. Some manceu-
try, and sh\lll, by'diyineaid, endeavour to execute it to the vres of Governour 7!Y0nc~nvInce,d, that As~embly that he.
best of my ability. - Permit me, sir, '0 request you may was perfectly acquamted with thClrproceedmgs, and thel

,

please to return my grateful thanks to'that august body for ~ere ,at a loss to guess &om what quar!er he could get his
this mark of their confidence, and to assure them of my mtelhgence., ~t length a doubt arose III tbe breast of ~r.
readiness to comply with their future commands to the ut- ,Duane (a prmcIpal ~Iember.of the Congress) that his valet,
most of my power. ,,:ho ,had formerly lIved with Goven;our. Tryon, had, at

I have t~e honour to be, sir, your most obedient humble mght, wh,eI?he went to b~d, taken hi;! mm~tes out of hi!t
servant ,~ pocket, whIch he had copied, and sent to his late master.

.' "

,
. JOHN ARMSTRONG., He iDformed t11eCongress o( his suspicion, and, it was

To the Honourable John H(1ncock. . agreed that he shopfd put, as usual, some minutes in his
pocket, but they should be fictitious ones, in order, if possi-

,ble, to ascertain ,his servant's' ?ishonesty before he was ap-
prehended. This was accordmgly done; the servant, as it
IS supposed, copied andserit them to the Govemour; who
sool1 found that the servant either had imposed on hi~, or
was hi~self imposed on, and therefore gave him notice to
take care of himself: he fled immediately on this to Gover-
nour T,ryon, who sent hiw o,ver toEngland in the 'last ship
that sailed fi'omhence.* '

"PHILADELPRU, January 9th :..At breakfast I :was visited by Paul
Pooh's housekeeper, who informed that their .boy, Heal, hail heard hi$
sister Rosanna Thompson, who liveil at 'I~ichard Bache'i, say that
James Brattle, se:rvant-man to JameB'Duane, 1;me of the Hew.York-
Delegates, ~as employed by Govern~ur Try'm to collect anilJ!enil him
all the news he could find, on bOlll'd th,e .IJ..ia, for which he -shoulil be

COLONEL WHIPPLE TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITT£E OF

SAFETY.

Philadelphia, March 21 1776.
.
SIR; I arrived here the 28th ultimo. The roads were

'liD extremely bad it, Wq.S ilJIpossible for me to get' here
sooner. The papers which Captain Long gave me, sealed
up and directed to the President, I delivered on my arri-
val. They: were yesterday Fe!ld in Congress, tilld referred
to a Committee. .

My t~llea.gue talks of leaving me in about a fortnight j

by that tIme I hope I shall be able to forward the determi-
,nation of CQngress on the petition for a battalion. If your
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To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Pro-
vince of NEW-YORK.

The Memorial of sundry :JtIerchants and iJther InhabitanTs
cf the Pity of NEW- YORK, humbly setteth forth:

We, the subscribers, beg leave humbly to represent to this
honourable Congress, that we have observed for a considecr-
able time past Robert Robinson and Michael Price, of thi~
city, merchants, suffering great hardships, under the cenS\lre
of the Committee; and conceiving their cas~ to be singu...
lady hard, and being persua~ed that they will in futur.e
earnestly endeavour to avoid giviug any just cause of offence,
we humbly pray that this honourable Congress will be
pleased to take their case into consideraflon, aqd grant them
sii:::h relief as in your wisdom may seem meet. _

Anthony Lispenard, for Thomas Jones, Richard Sharpe,
Leonard Lispenard, William M. Pagan, John 1\'Ioore, '

Anth9ny Lispenard,for Abraham Lott, Abr. n. Bancker,
self, - Van Zandts & Ketel- R,ichard Yates,

John Jones,
'

tas, Smith Ramadge,
Cornelius Ray, Alexander Robertson, Oliver Templeton,
Richard Ray, Jr.,' Robert Gault, G. W. Beekman,
John Ramsay,

,

Francis Lewis, Jr.,' Samuel Clossey,
Cornelius P. Low, William ,Walton, Hugh Gaine,
Sa!lluel Baird, Wynandt ,Ket~ltas, James 1:!eagrov~.

COLONEL BUDD TO JOHN McKESSON.

Mamaroneck, March 2, 1776.
,

SIR:' Some time past I had a small boat taken 'from me.
I am infQrmed she is gone tQ the Asia man-of~war. I
should take it as a particular favour if you would get a
permit for the beal'fr, Mr. William Grey, to go on board in
search of her, as he is acquainted with her.

'I am, sir, your humble servant, G B,ILBERT UDD.
To Joh.n Mc.fesson, Esq.

,THOMAS ,MOFFA.T to NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

, 11!00ming-Grove,March 2, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed you have a retutn for several officers in
the Miljtia and Minute departments, occasioned by vacan-
cies on account of the advancement of some, and others
refusing to qualify:' 'rhe Committee desire you would en-
deavour to get the commissions made out for tpem, and sent
up as soon as possible; and, also, that you would get a coin-
mission made out for Vincent Helms, Ensign, in the com-
pany of Captain Samuel Raymond, in the Minute depart~,
ment, a return whereof has been made, but no commission
com~. '

I am, ,with respect, sir, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant.. ;By order of the Committee:

~

.THOMAS ~OFFAT, Clerk.

. . .
JAMES ROSEKRANS TO NEW~YORK CONGRESS., ,

'
, FiBhkiIl, March 2, 1776.

GJ;:NTLEiIEN: In. compliance to my order'!., in making re-
port from' time to time of my progress in inlisting men and-
raising a company to be empToyed as part of the American.
Continental Army, I hereby inform the honourable Congress
that Ilastettening met my Lieutenants, Lee and Lawrence,
and Ensign~Balding, and find that we have in~isted sixty-five
men, and I do expect, without' any doubt, to be ready to
have my full company ,mustered the week after next. And

weJl rewarded; and also be preferred to Borne post. In cO'lsequence of
,

which, he had written to him, and in particular the day our fleet sailed,
with their number, &c. On this information, I called upon some of our
Coml)1ittee at the Coffee-Hou~e. 'JosePh Dean went witlt me; but
could gain n9thing. We returned. Then John Bayard went with me
to JosePh Reed's: he not at h~R1e; then'ce to see him at the Committee
of Safety; not there; thence t() the Court-House; found him. After
taking his ad~ce, went to H(!ll's printing-office; took Eichal'd Baehe
home with us; called his mail!; examined her. . She seemed confou.nd-
ed, but, on the whole, denied it. From th.enee to the Coffee-House,
where, consulting Major Cox:, he joined us, two. We went to the State-
House; caJled out Mr. Duane i informe~ him; he seemed confounded;

, requ~sted US th atterid him to his house. We did. Ife called his' mati ;
examine,d him; took him up stairs anf made search, all to no purpose.
We then went, too\ him withu~ to Paul F:ooks's; exn,mined the boy,
who persisted, We brought the boy bacil: to _Mr. Duane's lodgings;
sent for the young woman, whQ, upon seeing her brother, confessed that
what hI) had said was. ~rue. James was called and interrogated, bufall
to no purpose. Then Major Cox and Mr, Duane took h>m up stairs
again, and while they were employed in that business, he slipped down
Btairs, out through t!Ie yard. and they have seen no more of him. Ma-
jor Bayard and myself waited for them in the parlour. Thus he es-
caped.-C. Jl-Iar8hall.

. -,
"

whereas I furthermake not the least doubt but that I shall
be ready to be called upon ,sooner than any other CaptaiQ
in this County by odds; I therefore pray that I may be
considered as oldest Captain in the regiment to which I
am to belong. '

,

I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant, ,

JAMES ROSEKRANS.

To tfw Honourablt1 Provincial Congress at New- York., ..
- "... .

&,

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO KINGSTON (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE.
,.

Allany, March 2,1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your favour of the 29th February, by
Captain Hasbrouck, he has jIst now'delivered me. As I ha.d

'never heard from him since he left this, fdid not know if h~,.
had recruited,?\ int~nded to lecruit pis co~pa,ny;I ,there-
for~ could not JOIn hIm to Colbn~1 Van Schmck s~egIment,
which were'the only troops that I was empowered by Can..;
gress to raise. J;Ie will, however, con!inue in "the se,rvice'if
he chooses, and it be agreeable to you, in ,one of the four
regiments to be raised in, and' for the immediate defence of
this Colony; and you have nothing more todo than to send
his name to the Provincial Congress.

I am, gentlemen, respectfully, your obedient, humble ser-
t ."van ,

PHILIP ScauThEIl.

To William ETlsworth, Esq., Chairman of tlie Committee
of Kingston. '

~

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGREsS.

:[Read March 8, 1776,]
,

.
'

LebarlOn, March 2, 1776.

SIR: :Mr. Lee, of Casqeton, moved to ,me for a~ allow~
ance to be made him, and those employed under him, fqr
their service at the iron works, and other business, at Skenes-
borough, after the first taking 01'Ticonderoga l.mtil they
were dismisse~. Als9, Captain Thomas Lusk, one of the
first adventurers in the reduction of Ticonderoga and places
adjacent, moved' for a settlement and payment t'o those who
undertook and were employed in that service'.'

,

I gave them my opinion, that the honourable General Con-
gress intend that affair, and transactions thereon, should bea'
CQntinental expense; that inhabitants belonging to .divers
Colonies were concerned, that each Colony had advanced
money, and that it is needft,\l a full account should be
prepared of the services, provis.ions; and advancements, to,
be examined and liquidated by some suitable persons thereto
appointed. TherefQre this serves to move the honourable
Con'gress, that a Committee be appointed, fully authorized
and empowered to calion all concerned therein, for their
accounts of services and disbursements, a{ld to appoipt and
notify some convenient time and place to hear) examine,
an~ liquidate the same, and.make rep.ortthereof, that justice
may be done, and those brave men ,who undertook and So
happily effected that worK, generously rewarded. ;'

I am, with great truth and regard, s~r, y<?urmost obedient,
humble servant, J ... T'ONA~HA,N RUMBULL.

To' the Honourable Presider1t Hancock.

JlfANIFESTO S~NT ON SHORE AT NEW-PROVIDENCE.

To the Gentlemen, Freemen, and Inhabitants of the !alani! of
NEW-PROYIDENC:E:

'

The reasons. for my landing an arrrwd force on the.
Island is, in. order to take possession of the powder and
warlike stores belonging to the Crown ; imd if I am not
opposed in putting my design in exc;cution, the persons and
property of the 'inhabitants shall be safe; neither shall they
be suffered to'be hurt, in case they make no resistanc~.

Given under my hand on bO\lrdthe Ship Alfred, March
3, 1776. - "

,

ESECK HOfKI~S, com

l
nd

.

er-in-Chief.

PERMISSION TQ CAPTAIN H SON.

By the Hon.' ESECK HOPKINS, Esq., Commander-in-ChieJ
of the Continental Fleet, and, at present, off the BAHAMA.
Islands. -,

Whereas I have this day received a Petition &om Joseph
Hinson, setting forth that tbe Brig Ch.ristina,under h~ co~-
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niand, fi'om St. Thomas, bound to the JVfississippi,belong-
ing to the subjects of his D.anish Majesty, was obliged to
put into this port in a leaky condition, and praying leave to
sell,his cargo, to enable him tQ repair his said vessel: and
whereas it is the intention of the United ColoniGSof North

. America that all good offices should be done to the sub-
jects qf foreign States, I do, by virtue of the authority in me
vested by the Delegates of th,esaid United Colonie~ in Co~-
gress assembled, 'give leave, and empower him, th~ said
Joseph Hinson, t~ sell all the saia. cargo, in order to defray
his expensesin this port. '

Given under my band, at the Fort of Nassau, March 7,
1776.. ESECK HOP~INS, Commander-in-Chief.

SIn : You are hereby directed, upon receipt of this, to
deliver to Captain Hinson all the goods in the, King';;
Stores which "belong to him,01his owners, and for so doing
this shall be your sufficiemauthority.

"

,

Given under my hand at Fort Nassau, ft'Iarch 7, 1776.

" '

ESECK HOPKINS, Commander-in-Chief.

To Mr. Gardner,Keeper of the King's Stores. '
, ,

ORDERS GIVEN TO THE, SEVERAL CAPTAIN,S AT SAILING FROM

NEW-PROVIDENCE. .
SII~: You are to keep company with the ship I am in,

if possible; but, shollld
r

ou separate by accident, you are
then to make th~ ,best 0 your way to Block-Island Chan~
nel,and there to cruize in thirty fathom water (south fi'Qm
Blf)ck-hlind) six days, in order to join the Fleet.

If they do 'not join you in that tim~l you may cruize in
such places as you think \vill most annoy the enemy, or go
into port, as you think fit; and' acquaiut' me by the first
opportunity, so that you may receive further ordE;rs. ..

,
' ESECK HOPKINS, Commander-in- Chief.. ,

Ship Alfred, March 18, 1776~
,

"

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, TO A.
GENTLEMAN IN PHILADELPIIIA, DATED MA1!CH 3, 1776. '

As the following Resolutions will, I am persuaded, give
you the greatest satisfaction: I JJa\:e sent you a copy of them,
that, rather than our enemies should possess our mercnant
shipping and our capital town, we unanimously resolved
that all shall perish in a noble conflagration, lighted byour-
selves.

'

"
Savannah, in G

.

'eorg
.

ia; March 2, 1776, },
' " In the Council of Safety.

"For the safety of this Province, apd the good 9f the
United Colonies, it is,

"

'

"Unanimously Resolved, That the houses in the Town of
Savannah, and the hamlets thereto belonging, together with
the shippIn" now in our port, the property of, or appertain-
inrr to, the &iends of America, who have associated and ap-
pe~red, or, who shall appear in the present alarm' to defepd
the same, and alstJ thf) hOl,lsesof widows and orphans, and
none others, be forthwi~h appraised.

"Rcsolved, That it shall be considered as a defection
from the cauSe of America, and a desertion of property, in
such pers-ons who have, and shall leave the Town of Sa-
vannah, or the hamlets thereuDto helonging, during. the
present alarm;, and such

~

persons shall .be precluded from
any support or countenance towards obtaining an indemni-
fication.

"Resolved, That it be incumbent upon, 111efriends of
A1Mrica in this Province, to defend the Metropolis, as long
as the same shall be tenable.

"Resolved, That, rather than the same shall be held and
pccupied by our enemies, or the shipping in the port of Sa-
vannah taken and' employed by them, that the same shall
be burnt and destroyed.

'

c,:.Rt~solved, That orders shall be issued to the command-
ing qfficer, directing him t<;>have the foregoing Resolutions
'put into execut_:o," Extract fro Minutes:,

'EDWARD LANGlV()RTHY,Secretary."

-"
.JOHN HANSON, :ruN., TO,MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SA'F:E:'rY.

__ Fredericktown, March 3, 1776.

,GENTLEMEN: Yours of the ~d February came to' hand a
,

"

few days ago, enclosing a, resolve of. the Congress, ~espcct-
ing the collection of gold and _silver in this Province, to-
g~her with your appointment of myself and others to col-
lect the same in' this' County. Ani sorry to acquaint you
that it isnot in my power to render the publick. any service in
that way, on the terms proposed, no one being willing to
part with their gold and silver without receiving the paper
immediately in exchange. Any orders your Honours may
at any time think proper to jntrust me with, shall always be
complied with, as far as may be jn the power of, gentlemen,
your most humble servant, .

'

,
JOHN HANSON, JUN.

To the Honourable the Council of Saf(~tyof ft'Iaryland..
COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE TO SILAS DEANE.

Philadelphia, March 3, 1776.

On your arrival in France, you will for some time be en-
gaged in the business of providing goods for. the Indian
trade. This will give good countenance to YOl-lrappearing
in the character of 'a merchant, which we wish you con-
tinually to .retain among the F1'ench, in general, itbeing pro-
bable that the Court' of France may not like it should be
knQwn publickly that any agent from the Colonies is III that
country. 'When you come to Paris, by delivering Dr.
Franklin's le!ters to Monsieur Le Roy, at the Louvre, and
Mons. Dubourg, you will be introduced to .a set of acquaint-
ance, all friends to the Americans. 'By' conversing wIth
them, yo\), will have a good opportunity of acquiring Pari-
sian French, and you wal find in Mons. Dubourg a man
pruqent,faithful, secret, intelligent in affairs, and capable
of giving you very sage advice.

, It 1s scarce necessary to pretend any other business' at
Paris than the gratifying .of that curiosity.which draws
numbers thither' yearly, mere]y to see so famous a cIty.
With the assistance of Mons. Dubourg, w~ol,lnderstands .
English, YOlrwill be able to make immediate application to
Mons. De Vergennes, Mintstre des Affaircs Etrangeres,
either personally or by letter, if Mon::;.1JUbourgadopts that
method, acquainting him that you are in France upon busi-
ness of the America,n Congress, in the chaI<),cterof a mer-
chant, having something to communicate' to him that may
be mutually beneficial to France and the' North Americcrn
Colonies; that you request an audience of him, and that he
~ould be pleased to appoint the time and place. At this
-audience, If agreed to, it 'may be well to show him, first,
your letter of credence, and then acgu'aint hiil1 that the _
Congress, finding that in the common course of commerce
it was not' practicable to furnish \).16Continent of America
with the quantity 0{ arms and ammunitjon necessary for its
defence, (the Ministry of Great Britain having been ex-
tremely industrious to prevent it,) you had beel1 despatched
by their authority, to apply to some European Power for a
supply. That France had been pitched on for the first ap-
plication, from an opinion that if we should, as there is a
great appearance we shall, come to a total -separation from
Great Britain, Francf<would be looked upon as the power
whose friendship it wopld be fittest for_us to obtain and cul-
tivate. That the commercial advantages Britqin had en-
joyed with the Colonie~, had contributed greatly to her late
wealth arid importance. :That it is likely great part of our
commerce will naturally fall to the share of France; espe-
cially if she favours us in this application, as that will be a
means of gaining and secuJjng the friendship of the Colo-
pies; and that as our trade :wa,,?rapidly increasing with our
increase.j.>fpeople, and in a greater proportion, her. part of
it will be extremely valuable. That the supply we at pre-
sent want is clothing and arms, for twenty-five thousand
men, with a suitable qilal1tityof ammunition, aud one hun-
dred field-pieces. That we mean .to pay for 'the' same by

,

remittances to France, or through Spain, Portilgal, or the
Fn;nch Islands, as soon as ourriavigation can be protected
by ourselves or friends; and that we, beside~, want great
quantities of Jinens and woollens, with other articles for the
Indian. trade, which you ~re now actually purcha~ing, and
for whICh you ask no credit: a,nd that the whole, If France
should grant the other supplies, would make a cargo which
it might be well to secure by'aconvoy of two or three ships-
of-war.

'If you should find Mons. De Vergennes reserved, and
not inclined to enter into free conversation with you, it may
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be well to shorten your visit; request him to consider \vhat
y()u have proposed; acquaint him with your place of lodg-

in!; that you may yet stay some, time at Paris; and that
knowing DO}\' precious his time i~, you do not presume to
ask another audience; but th(1t if be should have any con)-
Il'Iands' for you, you will, u'por! the le(1st notlc,e; immediately
wait upon hiin. , '

If at a future conferen.ce he should 'be .more free, and you
find a dis~sition to favour the Colonies, it n),ay be proper
to acquaint him, that they must necessarily

.

be anxious to
know the disposition of France on certain points, which,
with his permission, you would mention-such as whether,

'if the Colonies should be forced to form themselves into
an independent ~tate, 'France would probably acknowledge
them as ijJch, receive their Ambassadors, enter into any
treaty or aTliance with them for commerce or. defence; or
both?, If so, on what principal conditions? Intimating that
you shall speedily have :,tn opportunity of sending to Ame-
rica, if you do not immediately return, and that he max,be
assllred of yow Jidelity and secrecy i~ transmitting carefully
anything he would wish conveyed to the Congress on that
subject. ,

<

In subsequent conversations, you may, as you find it con-
venient, enlarge on those topicks that have been the sub-
jects of our conf{,)fences with you; to which-you ma,y occa-
sionally add the well-lmown substantial ansWers we usually
give to the several calumnies thrown out against us.

H these supplies, on the credit of the Congress, sholjld

b~ r~fused, you ar~ then, to en?eavour the qbtaining a per-
mISSIon of pJ.irchasmg those artIcles, or as much of the[11 as
you c,an fiud credit fo,r. , ,

, Y CJI.l,will keep a daily journal, of 3,11your1llateria] tran,s-
actions, ,and particularly of what passes in your conver-
s,ation with great personages; and you will, by every safe

'opportunity, furnjsh us with such informatibn as may be
Important. .

"When your business in Prance admits of it ,it !liay be
well to go into Flolla.nd, and visit our agent there; Mons.
Dumas, conferring with him on subjects that may promote
our interest, and on thern'eans of communication.

< You will endeavour, to procure a meeting with Mr. Ban-
croft, by writing a letter to him, imdcr co~er to Mr. Grif-
fiths, at Tllmham-Green, near London, and desiring him to
come over to you, in France or lIo1land, on the score of ola
acquaintance. From him you may obtain a good deal of
information of what is now gQing forward in England, and
settle a mod~ of con'tinuinD' a, correspondence. It may be
well to remit him a sma11 bill to defray his expenses in
coming to Y0U, ana avoid all politi<:;il matterS'in your letter
to him. You will also endeavour to correspomi 'with Mr.
Arthur Lee, Agent of the' Colonies,inLQndon. You will
endeavour to obtain acqUhintance with Mr. Garnier, late
Charge des Affm:relJ de France en Angkterre, if now in
France~r, if returnee! JOEngland, a correspondence with
him' as. a person, extremely intelligent and friendly to our
cause, From him you may learn many particulars, occa-
sionally, that will be useful t9 us.

" "

,

',
'B£NJAJ\UN FRANKLIN,

,BENJAMIN 'flAnRIsoN,

J OHNDicKINSON,
ROBEnTMoRRIS,
JOHN JAY.

JOSEI'H ltEEn TO GENERAL WAS'fIINGTON.

Philadelphia, Match 3, 17'76.
, My DEAR GENERAL: I have not been f<J.v~uredwith ~Iiy

thiJlg'from you since my two last; but that never mak~s any
diffi"rence in my writing, as your claims ,of friendship and
gratitude upon me are superior to aU othqr,

,

,The Congress have made an appointment of Generals, as
by the enclosed pa'per. Armstrong is ordered to South-Ca-
rolina, Thompson to New- York; the others keep their pre-
sent situations.. Generall-ee's destination is cl,Iangedto f/ir-
ginia, from ~ndoubted 'authority that it will be a principal
sC,epeof actIon. The Congress have acceded to the pro-,
position respecting myself: S0 that unless ."jOmenew event,
l!?fQreseen an~l'very important, should ,happen, I shall be
with you this SUmmer. I must' beg your indulgence till I
can g

.

et. my family i
.

nto so
.

m.econveni.t situ~tion, and settle
my affall's. .Ip the mean tUlleI Glmforwardmg your camp

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. V.
.

4

equipage, which I have extended, in many small particu-
lars, beyond your order.

'. .4mold is to be intrusted with the affairs of Canada,
1Yooster haVing either resigned or been superseded, I know
not w!lich. Melchior is come fi'om Quebeck in twelve days,
where lIe' left our little, army, now strengthened to fifteen
hundred men, ingood spirits, and still pleasing themselves
with the hopes of being masters of the town. I have not
yet .,een him, so that I can give -you no further particulars ;
but I understand they are like tb want battering-cannon and
mortars. No an-jva~s of powder or arms since my last, or
any account of our fleet, though, from their present cruising
ground, we hope they will fa]ljn with Lord Cornwallis and
the transports.

"

Notwithstanding the act of Parliament for 'scizing our
property, and a thousand other proofs of a bitter and irre-
concilab]e spirit, there js a strange reluctance in ,the mil)ds
ofmjlny to cut the knot whIch tie~ us f.o Great Britain;
particularly in this ~olony 'and to th~ sO,uthward. Thougli
no man of ~ndersta!lding expects any good from the Com-
missioners, yet tl

.

ley' are for \Vai
.

ting to hear. their proposals
before they declare off. However, yesterday Iwas informed
letters had been sent to Fmnce, to know what encourage-
ment we might expect from that" quarter. .

Our coost is yet clear. It is a golden opportunity to'
make provision for the war, which l hope will not pe lost.
H the other Provinces had. done anything like this, in the
ma~i]]g of arms this winter, we should have been tolerably
provided. '~e shall, by the. 1st of April, have made four
tl10usandstand since last October; every part dO~le h~re.
Weare -<;asting cannon, and there is more saltpetre made
than in all the. Provinces put together. Six powder-mills
are er~cting in diffi"rentparts. The two near this city de-:-

'liver two thousand Jive hundred potlnds p'er week, and are
now in very good order. Many, many attempts have been
made io get a bounty for the New-England Troops, but with-
out effect. The Congress are resolved that you shall abim-
don the lines, and give up'their country t& be ravaged, if
they will not defend it upon the sanle telIDSas those irilis.ted'
here; such as march to Canada only excepted.

The Assembly have, it under consiqeration to raise two
thousand men for the defence of this Province, but I doubt'
its taking; perhaps there may be half the number. ,I am
told we can casi]y raise two or three more battalions, if we
had arms,&c., for .them. I do not think I, shall bring any
person with me Whe))I coroe. Mr. Webb haslonghadan
inc]inatiQnto be in your fa:mi]y. If the p.ostsho\lld be agree-
able to him, and he is'agreeabl~ to you, I believe I should
prefer him to any other. ,

The post is just going, so that I have only time to add,
that I am, my dear sir, yours most affectionately",

. ,
,

',-
JOSEPH REED..,

I
'To General TVashington.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHJNGTON.,
.,.

" ..

"
~ New-York, March 3, 1776.

l\h DEARGENBRAL:My destination is altered. Instead
of going to. Canada, I am ~pointed to command to the
southward. There has been a great"promotion of Bri"a- ,
dier-.Generals: Armstron!;,Tlwmp~on, Lewi~, lWoore,Stir-
lingranq Howe; are th~ SI;'(. .four are to serve under, my
orders, VIZ: Armstrong, Lewzs, M.oore, and HOWl}. As I
am the only General Officer, QIl the Continent, who can
speak and think in French, I 'confess I think it would have
b{)enmore pruMnt to+llave sent me to Canada; but I shall
obey \Yith alacrity, and hope, with success. Grijfin has re-
signed, as he flatters'himselfhe can do better il) thecol}1m~- ,
cialline. I have, in his room, appointe'done of the sons of
LeWis ]}Iorris, to whom I was under a sort of eno.a'D'ement;'
Lord Stirling will take the command until the°a~val of
Schuyler. His Lordship is active and discr{)et.

'

In mylast, I gave you my plan of defence for this city and
envirops; but fromwant of men; shan be obliged to leave it
ina poor con<,l.ition. A regiment of Associators are, I am
to]q, ordered fromPhiladelphia. I have likewise sent for a
battalion from the Jerseys ; but, on the other hand, Wm'd's

'

and. Waterbury's Regiments will, fsuppose, accordiflg to
tl)CIr laJlpable custo!ll, leave the place the moment their

"timeis ~xpirerl, which is 'the 12th of this month.
I heartily pray-that you may give Mr. Howe a handsome.

"
. ~ .
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obliged to depend entirely upon chandeliers, fascines, and
screwed hay, for our redqubts. It is expcc~ed that this
work will bring on an action between the King's Troops ~d
ours. _ . . ~

General Lee's expedition ~to NeU'-York \vas founded
upon indubitable evidence oT General Clin(on's being all

,the point of sailing. No place was so likely for his desti-
nation as New- York, and no place where a more cl1pital
blQWcould be given to the interests of Amerita. Com-
mon prudence, therefore, dictated the necessity of prevem-
ing an evilwhich might have proved irremediable, had it
happened.

.
But I confess to you honestly, I had no idea of

running the Contineptto the expense which was incurred,
or that such a body of troops would go fi'Om Connecticut as
did, or be' raised upon the terms tMy were. ¥ ou must
know,..my good sir, that C~ptain Scars wa;;; here, with some
other gentlemen of Connecticut, when the intelligence. of
Clinton's embarkation (at least the embarkation of the
troops) came to hand. The situation of (hese lines would
not afford a detachment. NeU'- York could not be depend-
ed upon; and of the tmops in Jersey, \ve had no certain
informatiQn, either as to thejr numbers or destination: 'What
then was to 'be done? Why, Scars and these {:jther gentle-
men aSsltred me, that if the n~cessity of the case was sig-
nified by me, and General Lee shopld be sent, one thousand
volunteers, requiring no pay, but supplied with provisiops
o~ly, would march immediately: to NeUJ-York, and defend
the place till Congress could determinn what should be done,
and that a line from me to Governour Trumbull w obtain
his s<lnction, would facilitate "the measures. This I accord-
ingly wrote in precise terms,interiding that these voluntcer",
and. such of the Jersey Regiments as coul<i he speedily aO'-
sembled, should be thro\vn into the city for its defence" ard
for disarnlingthe Tories upon Long-Island, who,I under-
stood, had become extremely insolent and daring; when
behold, inst~a{l of volunteers, consisting of gentlemen with-
out pay, the Governour directed men to be voluntarily
inliste,d for. ~his service, upon Continental pay and allem--
ance. This, you wi11obsECtve,,was contrary. to my expect-
ation and plan; yet, as I thought it.a matter, of the lafi,t
importance to secure the communication of the North-River,

-I did not deem it expedient to countermand the raisili~ of
the Connecticut Regiments on account of the pay. If I
have done wrong, those Members of Congress who tlJink
the matter ought to have' been left to them, must consider
my proceedings as an error of judgment, and that a measure
is not always to be judged hy the event.

.It is moreover worthy of consideration; that in cases 01
extreme necessity like ,dtepresent) nothing hut aecision can
ensure success j' and certllin I am, thatCb'nton had some-
thing mor!3 in view by peepinginto New- York,- than to
gratify his curiosity, or make,a friendly visitto his fi1en~Mr.
Tryon. However, I am nbt fond of stretching my powers ;
and if the Congres~ will say, "Thus far, and no farther,
you shall go," I will promise not to o:ffi)ndwhilst I coptim)e
in their service. ,

I observe \~hat you say in respect to my wagon. -

I
wanted nothing more than a light traveJling-wagon, sueh as
those of New-Jersey, with a secur~ cover, which might be
under lock and key-the hil1gesbeing on one side, thr:Jock
on the other. I have no copy of the memorqndum of the

~ articleswhich I desired you to provide for me, but think
,

one dozen and a halLof camp-stools, a folding table, plates
and'qishes, were a.mong them. .

"\Vhat I mea!)t, therefore, was, that the bed of the wagon
GENERALWAslIINGTONTO JctSEJ'H: REED.

should be constfllctcd iI\ slich a manner as to stow these
_

.

.Cambridge,March 3, 1776.. thi;gs to the best advantage: If you cannot get the-m.with
DEAR SIR: Your favours of the 28th of January, and you, I shall despair of providing them here, as .workmen arc

1st and 8th of February, are come to hand. For the scarce, and most exorbitantly high in their charges.' Whal
agreeable accounts contaiped in One of them, of your pro- I should aim, at is, when th~ wagon and things are ready,
gress in the' manufacture of powder, and prospect of getting (which ought to be very soon, as, I do not know how soon
arms, I am obliged to you, as thxre is son:e consolation in we may beat a march,) to buy a pair of clever horses of -

knowing that these useful articles will supply the wants of the sam,e colo\1r, hire a careful driver, and let the' whole
some part of the Continental Troops, although I feel too co~e off at once, and then they'will b.e ready for ir'nnle-
sensibly the mortification of having tbem withheld fmm me, diate service. .
Congress not even thinking, it necessary to take the le<\5t I have 'no doubt that the TreaSurY, by application to Mr.
notice of ~y applica.t~on for the.se thin¥s.

.
..

"
l!ancock,- will direct payment t/1ere.of, without any kind of

I hope m a few llIghts to b~ III Feadmcss t9 take post on difficulty, as Congress must be sensible' that I cann.9t take
Dorch.epterPmnt, as Wy are usmg every means in ourpOwer

~
the fidd without equipage, and after I have onc"egot into a

to provide materials for this purpose ; the gmund being so tent, I shall not soon ~it it. . I a%&c.,
hard fmzen yet, t~at we cannqt intrench, 1}.ndtherefore, are GEOR(.E JV ASHINGTON.

salute on his leaving Boston. I affinot YRtinformed who is
to take the command in 'Canada. No time, I am sure, is to
be lost. As I am ordered away immediately, I must con~
si~n the aftairs of New- York to Lord Stirling. I think he
wIll acquit himself well. .

,

I have nothing material to tmuble you with at present,
further than to assure you that I am, and ever shall be, dear
General) yours most sincerely,

C L
.

, . HARLES EE.

To General Washington. '

. ,

LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESs.

X ew- York, M<!rch 3, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have this evening the honour of receiving
your letter of the 1st instant, enclosing a commission tome
of Brigadier-General in the CoritineI?t,al Army.. . .

This instance of the good opinion which the Congress
entertain of my zeal and attachment to, the American cause,
does me high honour, and I receive it from my country with

'that gratitude arid satisfaction which will excite me to do. everythingin my power to deserve it. I wish I had more
knowledge and experience, and was better qtlalified to exe-
cute'the arduous task I arp now appointed to. But the
Congress may rest assured that, in every situation, I will
endeavour to do the best Ican; and execute their commands

~

as f<J.r as it is poss~ble.'

"

,
~

I must beg leave to mention that the first battalion of
J.,"'ew-.Jersey Troops have not yet received their medicine-.
chest, altho\lcrh I have several til)1es wrote? to the Commit'-
tee appointed for that purpose at Philaaelphia.. That
regiment is still deficient in many articles, which are men-
tioned in the letters I transmitted to you OR the 19th of
February, and which will more fully appear by the retums
I shall send rou by the next post. I shall continue to pay,

the JuUest attentipI1 to thf!t battalion, until I receive further
orderfi'Om'Congress. _

.

1 have the honour, to be, your most obedient and most
humble servant ," '

S'. TIRLING.

To the Iionourable John lIaru:ock.
. ., .

, ... . .. '.
COLONEL' ST.\RI( AN;o 'oTHERS TO GENER~i. W.\SHINGTON.

Winter-Hill, March 3, 1776.

. SIR; We, the subscribers, hereby certify, that Captain
Daniel Rogers,has been ~mployea as a Deputy Engineer
under General Sullivan, of the works erccted on Winter.
a,~4 Ploughed Hiils, sin~e tbe 16th Clay of lnly last, ~n a

_ promi~e C?frea~onable satisfac~ion for his services. Weha:e,
from tIme to ti~ne observed hIs conduct, and always see lnm

"

alert and active in fonyatdipg the works, and found him
.extremely serviceable in the department he acted in, arid,'
.would recommend, hiJj1 to your Excellency for what wages
your Eicellency may thin~ necessary for his past services.

,

JOHN STARK, Colon~}.

JOHN NIxoN~Colonel.
. ENOCIJ POOR, Colonel.
THOMAS POOR, Lieutenant- Colonel.
ISRAEl. GILMAN, Lieutenant-polonel.
THQ1.fAS N {XON, Lieutenant- Colrmel.
JOHN MOOR, Major.
ANDREW COLI3UItN, ~Major,

To His Excellency General Washington.
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CO.LTNGIL OF SAFE;rY OF GEORGIA TO THE PROVINGI~L CON-

GRESS OF SOUTH-CAROLINA. .

In the Cou(lcil of Safety, Savannah, March 4, 1776.

The intimate connection betw'een this and your Provir';"c~,
ih a particular manner renders it necessary to acquaint you
with the occurrences in the fonner, since the date of our last,
to which, and the despatches preceding, we refer you.

Our dispositions, in the evening of the 2d, were such as
app~ared to ollr officers the most likely to prevent the la'nd-
ing of our enemy; and so as, if iheyshould make their
lilnding good, either above or below the town, to prevent
their getting in;, however" n?twithstanding our vigilance,
they, by collusion ,,<jth the masters and others on board the
merchant shipping, which hawled near the shore of l~utch-
inson's Island. in the night time, got on board these ships,
about four o'clock yester~ay IlKJrnirig, to the' number, as far
as we are competent to judge from the observations we made
and the intelligence'we received, of between two and three
hundred, where they effected to conceal themselves.. .

We had our fears respecting these shipping, and therefore
kept a good watch upon them; but it was impossible for
sentinels on this shore to descry them in Qoarding from the
other, the vessels 1J.eingbetwixt.

Captain RiGe, who commanded a, boat of observation,
was Sent on board the shipping aboPt nine o'clock, to order
the rigging on shore, and was, without any noise or the
smallest knowledge of lI.S, k'idnapped. This we did not

,

know, till abqut half an hour afterwards: - two sailors, under
.pretence of coming on shore for clothes, gave Information of

. the troops being on board th~ shipping, and' of Rtce's being
. taken. About three hundred men were then immediately

mar<:hed to YCtmacraw, opposite the shipping, with ttlree
tOur-pounders, and threw' up a breastwork. The al1lled
Schooner llinchinbrook, 'of -guns, with a number of men
OR board, which, with others, went up the Back river in

. the afternoon of"tlte day preceding, about this time set sail
down the SOllth river, with intent, no doubt, of c'overing
the landing of the t~'oops from' on board the merchant ship-
ping; but being continually fired at' by t,vo companies of
riflemen, who were placed in ambuscade, she ,vas obliged to
come v,ery slow, and often came too, and returned a very
smart fire, at every place where the riflemen fired from, until
the tide was spent, and she cpuld not get down. DUlino'

, the course of their firing, only one QCour men "got wounde(~
and that slightly, in the thigh; but on board, several were
seen to fall.

.

Iri town we had exhibited a still mor~ interesting scene;
we found the officers and men clamorous about. the capture
and detention of Rice; and two gentlemen, Lieutenant Da-. niel Roberts, of the St. John's Rangers, and Mr. Raymand
Dfimere, of St. Andrew' s Par~sh, ~olicite'd and were permitted
to go on board, to demand a surrender of Rice and his people.
They accordingly divested themselves of their arms, and were
rowed by a Ilegro on board a vessel, in which were Captain
Barclay, the CQmmodore, and Major Grant; and these offi:'
cers, contrary to all the principles which cement society
and govern mankind, immediately ,arrested our deputies,
and yet detain them as prisoners. We waited with anxious
expectation for near half an hour, when we demanded our
deputies, (by the he1p of a trumpet,) without getting any
other but Insulting answers; whereupon we fired two four-
pound.ers directly into them; and then they informed us,
that they wo~ld s~nd an ans'.ver in writing; which they "pre- .
sently after did, signed by Lieutenant Roberts and Mr. De-
mere, purporting that, if we would send two of the persons
in whom the people most confided, they would treat with
tbem.

'Captain &I'even, of the St. John's Rangers, and Captain
Baker, of the St. John"s Riflemen, chaO'rined, no doubt
(the form6r particularly, on account of hi~ Lieutenant,) bi
the detention of our deputies, took about a dozen of rifle-

. men in a boat, llnd rowed directly under the stern of Cap.- .

tain Inglis, in whpsevessel w~e a great part of the soldiery, GEORGE STRICK£R TO MARYLANDCOUNCIL.OF SAF~TY. .

and, in peremptory tel1ll~, demanded the deputies; and were' . '
,

"
Fredericktown,March4, i 776.

a~swered, after one shot from yaptain Baker, by a dischar~e GENTLEMEN: The. JIlan who had the blankets for sale i~
dIrectly ,down up~n. them, of ne~r two hundred sh~t, both this town c.ould not stay to k~ow your answer to my letter.
from SWivels and small-anus, which was kept up while the y I have therefore taken them as I knew of none elsew h
;vere in reach; the Captains and men in the boat, not, one. to be had. I l~;pe you will ~xcuse I11Y,c.ond?ctinsodoi~i~
Ill, the smallest degree confuse~, ?r eyen, perhaps, dlsap- as well as the hperty I have taken to give 111man order on
I!Dlnted by the attack, fired the,lr]Ifles, .mos!, of them three the Paymaster for the money.

. Th~ blan~eis wer:e already
times, and, ,as they say, not wIthout execution; and won- engaged, but he let me have them to <;>bhgethe Province.

'*'
. (

derful to tell, pot a man of them killed; one man only re-
~eived a slug in the flGshy part of his shoulder, which was
Immediately cut out, without the smallest inct)llvenience or
danger. The spectators all declared, as we nmv do, that
such a Providential deliverance has not yet been known.

This unmaply attack upon a few men, in an open boat,
ptoduced a' general fire from our field-pieces and intrench-
ments, and as smart a return £I'om two four-pounders and
several swivels from the shipping, which lasted from about
twelve o'clock to four; and although they often fired lan-
gridge,which continually whistled about our m.en not a
single man was even touched; but we have nO doubt a
].1umber of the enemy met with a worse fate, as they were
seeIT£I'equentlyto fall.

.

Abo. four o'clock we called a council, arid detel1llined
to have the vessels immediately burnt, and issued orders to
Colonel McIntosh accordingly; whereupon; the Inverness,
late Cap'tain ltlcGillivray, loaded with rice and deer-s),ins,
was set on fire and cut loose, to the amount of fifteen thou-
sand pO\1nds sterling. Upon this the soldiers, in. the mast
laughable confusion, got. ashore in the marSh, while opr
rifle~llen, ~nd field-pjec~s ~vith .grape-shot, we~e incessaptly
gallIng them. The sluppIng were now also III confilsion j
sOII?egot up tbe river, under cover oLtIle armed schooner,
wln!e, others caught the flame;. and, as night appmached,
exhIbIted a scene, as they passed and repassed with the tide,
,vhi~h, in any, other but tl:e present times, would be truly
hornble, but IS, now a subject. only of gra~lation and ap-
plause.

"

. ,= ,

"The ships of Captains Inglis and .Wardel ~either got up
the liver, or on fire. They were ordered on shore, and now
are prisoners of Capt~in Screven, in the country, and their
vessels brought close 111to 'a wharf. They were pernlitted
to write to Captain Barclay in ~he' even.in" to infol1ll him
of ~llCir situation, and to request an excha;~e of prisoners,

.

whIch the latter peremptorily refllsed. _ .
We have thus given you a particular detail of things, as

~hey ~eally happened, to ,prevent t~e belief of any erroneous
111telhge~ce, ~nd from whICh you wIll be competent to judge
of' our sItuatIon.

.

Colonel ltlcIntosh laid before the Board a, resolution of
your Congress, to aid us, accompanied 'by a letter from Mr.
Lowndes'; and we are very glad that you have deterrnined '

t? afford us filrther assisfance. We wish it may arrive in
tIme.

By order of the Council of Safety:, ..
WILLIAM EWEN, President.

To the Honourable the Congress, or Co~ncil of Safety. for
South~Carolina.. '

,

AQUILA HALL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Harford. 'rown, in Committee, March 4, 1776.

GEI\"TLE~IEN: As the CQnventioh of this Provincc'has.
ordered to disband the comjilnies of Miimte-men, and that
the G?mmittees of the Cou~iies pay otf the said companies,
for wh;lch purpose money wIll be wantmg, as well as to com-
.ply with some contracts for arms that this Committee has
agree9 for, a~d for which long since' the money was request-
ed, b?t the am?unt has never yet, been had for the enabling
of thIS CommIttee to comply wIth the, above, we would

hope your Honours will furnish thisCominittee with 'four
hundre~ pounds, by Mr. Thomas Hall, for the purpose
aforesaId. Accounts of which, and for the faithfully laYing
out the same., shall be rendered to the next Convention of
thisProvince. ' . . .

.
Signed by order of the Committee:

AQGILAHALL, qhairman of Committee.
.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ltlaryland.
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The amount of money I have given an order for is eighty-
nine pounds fourteen shillings, for seventy-eight ,blankets.

I am, gentlemen, with due res.pect, your obliged humble'
servant,

GEORGE STRICKER.

To the Honourable the Coull(~il QfSafety of Maryland.

CALvtRTCOUNTY COMMITTEE TO ;MARYLAND COUNCIL OF

SAFETY.

II) COffimitte,e of Observation, Calvert County, Mareh4, 1'776.

This Cammittee, agreeable ta, the reqQest ~f the han,aur-
able Council of Safety, inform theh~ Hanours, that at DrlH/n-
Point, (near the mouth of Patuxent,) there are two dwe11-
iug-houses, with fire-places ta each, and a store-htllse, and
very near thereta a school-hause, on the river side, which
the proprietors are ready and wi11ing shauld be used by Cap-
tain Beall's men; a!!!l this Cammittee offer it as their opi-
nion, that that is the most proper place for the troops to be
'stationed at in this Caunty. Signed by 'Order:,

E. JOHNSON, Clerk pro tem.

1''0 the 'Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jemfer, Esq.

PENNSYLVANIA COM;MITTEE OF SAFETY TO DR: FRANKLIN.

In Committee of Safety, Phi(~delphia, M!\reh 4, 1776.
, Sm.: In order to carry into execution the resolve 'Of
Con'rrress, for the manufacturing of fifty tons of saltpetre
into bpowder,'the Cammittee of Safety have purchased a
seat far erecting a powder-mill, which they intend to build
in such manner as to manufacture ahout four tons. per
week; and they are of opinian it wi11be necessary to build
a magazine for the secure keeping 'Of the powder, as ,it is
made. at a suitable dista!ce from the mill. This being a
proper season-for erecting the same, those gentlemen, who
have the superintendence of the mi11s, will he able at the
same time to over.;;ee the building the magazine.
- The Committeerequestyou wi11 please to take the api.;.
nion of the Congress relative to the erecting such maga-

, zme.
By o~der of the Committee. .

I am, sir, your most humble servant"
GEORGERoss, Clzairman,

To Docta)." Frankli;n.

SAMUEL TUCKER TO LORn STIRLING.

New-Brunswick, March 4, 1776.

My LORD: Your letter 'Of the 1st current I received
this m?rning; at1d;tLs our Congress had adjourned. last
evening, I convened as many members 'Of our Cammlttee
'OfSafety as were in this city, who unanimously advised the
sendinrr your letter to the Continental Congress, wbich I
sha1l f;r-wa,rd by the first gaod opportuniJy.

We have passed an ordin~e for raising two Arti11ery
Campanies, ta consist of sixt~ur men each, 'Officers inclu-
'ded: one to remain in East, tbe other in West-Je1:sey; to
be inlisted for twelve months, unless sooner discharged; to
act occasionally in canjunctian with our :M'ilitia; and have
ordered six field-pieces for each division to be immediately
purchased, with a1l the necessary equipments) &cc.

Bf!rgen: County have agreed to accept .payment for !he
seventy-mne stand of arms taken by Captam Meeker, whIch
they have valued at faur pounds ten shil1ings for each stand,
and which our Congress h:we agreed shall be paid.. I most
sincerely wish your Lordship a11manner of success iri your
arduous employments; and have the honour ta be your most
obedient, ~llimble servant,

.
' SAlIfUEL TUCKER.

To Lord Stirling.

. P.S. Ship Blue-JItlountain- Valley is con'demned by Con-.
'

,

gress.

In Congress, New-Jersey, March 2,1776.

The90ngress proceeded to the deternrination of the
prize-ship Blue-Mountain- Va.lley, now lying at Elizabeth-
town Point, lat.ely seized by Lord Stirling, with a detach-
ment of the Continental Forces and ,Militia; and it appear-. ing, by the testimony of credible witnessesupol1 their oaths,
th:j.t,the s~id Ship, John H. Dempster; master, sailed from
'London some time last fall, laden with stores, shipped by

order of the Right Honourable the r ,ords Cammissioners
of his Majesty's Treasury, bound to the Part of Bosion, or -
any other Port in America, the said cargo, by the bill of
lading, dated ,the ,:30th day of ,lvovember, 1775, to be deliller-

~d unta .the Comm~nder-in-Chief 'Of his ~/I<~esty's Forc~s
m. Amenca, 'Orta, hIS order; and the honourable the ContI-
nental Congress ,having, previous to the taking of the said
Ship, resolved that a11Transport Vessels in the same ser-
vi?e, havin~?n board a~~ Troaps, Arms, Ammunition,Clo-
tiling, ProvIsIOns, or Mlhtary or Naval Stores, of whatever
kind soever, and a11vessels, to whomsoever belonging, that
sha11 be emplayed in carrying Provisions, or othernecessa-
rjes, ta the British Army or Ai'mies, or Navy, that now Or
sha1l hereafter be within any 'Ofthe United Cqlonies, 'Orany
Goods, "Vares, 'OrMerchandise, for the use, of such Fleet 'Or
Arnry, shall be liable to seizure,' and, with iheir cargoes,
shall he confiscated: ,

It is, therefore, Resolved, That the said Ship Blue-1tfoun-
tain- Va.lley, with such of her cargo as was shipped by order
'Ofthe said Lords Cammissioners of his Majesty's Treasury,
directed, as by s'aid bil1 of lading; to be delivered at the Part
of Boston, 'Or elsewhere, unto the COII)mander-in~Chief 'Of
his Majesty's Farces"in America, 'Or to his order, 'shal1 be"
and th~ same is heryby, confiscated to the. use of the cap-
tors, pursuant to the general directions for distribution re-
solved an by the said honaul'able Continental Congress.

Resolved, That the said Ship!lnd Cargo be disposed of
by any two agents or' persons, to be chosen, the ohe by
Lord Stirling,' and ihe ather by the Committee 'OfEliza-
bethtown.

Resolved, That all the neceSsary expense and charge
which have arisen by guarding and securing said Prize, and
supporting the, Seamen, be first dedl,lcted Gut 'Of the nett

'
proceeds of such sales. ",'

Resolved, That the amount 'Of the sales of the said Ship
and Cargo (the expense and charge otguarding and securing
ihe saple, and supporting the seamen, 'being first deducted
and paid thereout) be divided among the captors, as well
as those of. the Militia sent Ollt by the Committee 'OfEliza-
bethtown, as such o[the Continental Forces as were em-
ployed in that service under Lord Stirling; that the said
distribution be made ar.nong the officers, privates, anata the
vessels employed in the said 'capture, in such manner as is
usua11y distrilmted in the neighbouring Coloni~s, agreeable
to the resohltians of the Continental Congress.

Resolved, That all SQchGoods, Wares, and Merchandises,
'on baard said Ship, belonging to tJ1e Captajn,~Mates, imd
Seamen, as their, or either of their awn private pfoperty, be
reserved far the proprietors thereof, and ddivered to them'
free of all ,CQst:md deductians.
. Resolved, That the Captain and Seamen belonging to said
Ship when seized, be suffered to go to any pl.ace they may
thipk proper, his Majesty's Fleet or Army only excepted.

And this Congress recommend to the captors pf said Ship
to make some gratuity to each 'Of the Seamen iakenon
board, to enable them to travel to some ather parts in pur-
suit of business.

A true copy: W. PATERSON, Secretary.

ROBERT OGDEN TO LOV-D' STIRUNG.
, Elizabethtown, March 4, 1776,

. l\fy LORD: I heartily congratulateyau on yaur appoint-
ment ta be Brigadier-General, and which 'will give every
friend to his cauntry great pleasure' to se'e that posts 'Ofso
much importance are filled by gentlemen of the first abili-
ties, and so strongly attached to the comr:nancause; sin-
cerely wish all Qfficers,fi-omthe highest to the lowest, may
be advanced aecarding to their abilities, merit, and valour ; .
and none but such be employed in the service. _ .

There are many fire-anns lost, or; at least, at present
missing, that were lent (by the inhabitants .of the town) to,
furnish Captain Meeker, and the parties under him, to as-
sist yaur Lordship in taking, the Ship Bluc-]}/olintain- Valley.
He has been applied to far the am1S, but says he knows
nothing about them, who had them, nor where to be found.
His ignorance and high temper makes it difficult t6 treat
with him; perhaps, though, fire in his constitution may he
serviceable an a forlorn hape. It would be very kind if
your Lordship' wauld give orders to inquire whether there
are any sparE! arnrs in the battalion, t~at do not belong
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to the men. Perhaps some, if not aU, ma. be found and fe-
turned.' ,

I am sony to intrude so much upon your LordshIp's time,
but will take it as a particular favour if you c?uld look oyer
those papers sent from Thomas Bartow, Esq. s, office; sIgn
them, and send either to him or me. It has cost me twenty
odd pounds for resurveying, and should be glad to have them
recordej, let the event happen as it may with respect to
these troublesome times; and I cannot flatter myself that
your Lordship will have m?re leisure a Ii1ont~1or two hence
than at present, .! . ,

I am, with great esteem, your Lordship's most obedient
and humble servant, ,

ROBERT OGDEN.

~o the Earl of Stirling.

GENERAL LEE TO THE PRESIDENT OF NEW-YORK tON-

GRESS.
. New-York,March4,1776.

SIR : The letters I received last night f{om the Com-
mander-in-Chief and General Greene, were, unfortunately,
thrown into the fire; but, according to my best recollection;
the reasons' given by the General for surniising, or rather
concluding, that it was the intention of the enemy to eV<i-
cuate Boston, were these: That .they had withdrawn thyir
mortars and heavy cannon from Bunker's FEiU and Charles-
town; t~at their transports were hauled into the wharves;
that some people, who had left the town lat.ell', decI~r~d
that the offiqers' baggage was sent on board; m short, It IS!
from every circumstance, concluded by those who are be-
f9re the place, and thos.e who have lately l~ft the place,
that they are soon to abandon Boston; and that, conse-
quently, they will ,attempt to.establish themselves here.
May I, sir, take the liberty to express my uneasiness on a
subject which is more .properly a matter of consideration for
the Congress. The liberation of the notorious enemies of
liberty and their country, on giving bonds fm' their good
beha.viour,'appears to me, in our present situation, extremely
ill imagined., It is so far fi'om a security, that it is rather
adding virus to their malignancy.. The first b?dy of troo~s
that arrive will cancel these bonds. Some vIgorous, decI-
sive mode must be now ndopted, of discovering on whom
you may depend, on whom' not. The crisis will ,admit of
nQ procrastiI1tJ.tion. I eannot, therefore, help wishing, for

- the common safety, and the honour of this Province in par-
ticular, that some test may be immediately offered, that we
may be enabled to distini,ruish Qur. friends from (Jur foes.
The latter must not, and capnot, be suffered to remain
within yout walls, to co-operate ~vith those without in
working your destrudion.

.
_

,. .

-. .
lam. sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient

.
servant,

CHARLES LEE.

To Colonel Woodhun, President of the Provincial Con-
gress.

COLONEL GRAHAM TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

Horne's Hook, March 3, 1776.

SIR: The Quartermaster of our regiment having declined.
serving oany longer in that station, the Field-Officers have
agr~d to recommend Mr. James Cock as a person properly. qualified for the office. If the honourable Congress should
approve of him, I beg that his commission may be made
out as speedily as, possible, that so necessary an office may
not be vacant.

I am, sir, your most.J>bedient servant,
, . LE'ifts GRAHAM,Lieufenant-Colonel.

To Brigadier-General' Wbodhun.

NEW-YORKCONGRESSTO COLONEL GRAHAM.
, In.Provin~ial Congress, New-York, March 4, J77(;.

SIR: 'Your leftefrelative to a Quartermasier for your
rcO'iment was read. The Congress are of opinivn that the
C~lonels.df the different regiments sliollld appoint their own
Qllartermasters, and give them a warrant. They recom-
mend this mode to. Colonel Drake as often as occasion may
require it. I am directed to inform you of this.

! remain, sir, Y011I'very numble servant,
'

ROBERT BENSON, Secretary.
To. Colonel Lewis Graham,

'.

..
COr.ON:EL SWAR'I;WOqT TO !'fEW-YORK CON~RESS. .

New-York,March 4,1776.'
GENTLEMEN: I was just now infooned that !_i~utenant

Lee, of Captain Rosekran's company of the Provll1cIals, had
sent in a letter to your honourable Board, setting forth that'
he made clair,n to part ofCa ptain Clark' ~con;pany o!Minute-
men, in my regiment. The true state IS thIS, that IS to say:
Capta:n Clark raised' the' greatest part of a c?\Tlpany of
Minule-men, agreeable to the rules and regulatIons of the
Congress; after which time, Lieutenant Lee tried to. inlist
~ome of tf1e company, without being lawfully alltl](~rized" as
will appenr by your minutes; for Captain Clade had. C?DW
here with his company before Lieutenant Lee had receIved
his warrant for recruiting; so, consequently, what he had
done before was void. And when Minute~men and Militia
'are called into active s~vice, as we are at present, they are
to be under the same rules and regulations equal to the Con-.
tin ental Troops, and, consequently, no more liable to have
their men inlisted out of their regiment than any other. All
I ask is an equal rIght with the rest o£theregiments, agree-
able to ,lhe 1111esof Congress. - . .'

A recruiting Lieutenant of Captain Barnu..m's company
is returned, with seventeen men, to join the cQmpany. . I
ex~ect daily !he otherS ~oreturn, with tbeir recruits,; to join
theIr compames. And If my men should thus be hable to
be taken -away, it will discourage the recruiting ?~ce.rs- i}l
the Minute service; but, however, when my regIment IS
discharged, am very willing they should enter ipto the Pro-
vincial service; but not till then, :\S they are at present of
utility in carrying on ~he fortifications. '._ ,_

I am, gentlemen, wIth respec~, your most obedIent, hum-
ble servant'JA~oBUs SWARTWOUT,Colo~el.

To die Honourable Provincial Congress of New-York.
.

COLONEL HAY TO NEW-YORK cOffGR~ss..
- ~.

~~verstraw, March 4, '1776.

SIR: I foundit impossibleto g~t the regimentof Minute-
men completed out of my regiment, to go 'under the pre-
sent officers. I was, therefore, obliged to promise them t,hat
they should have an opportunity of choosing their, own offi-
cers, from Captains dQ'!Vllwards. As soon as they had that
promise~they cheerfully turned out. I must, therefore, re- .
quest that the Committee of Safety will give commissions
to persolls that are cho.sen by the Minute-men that are nOW
goinO'doyvnto New- York. If the officers who are chosen
by their privates get their commissions, I am positive. that I
Callget the Minute Regiment completed in_a s!lOrttirr)e.

I am, sir, with great respect; your most obedient, humble
servap.t, .A. HAWKESr'lAY.
To. the New- York Congress.

N. B. Excuse this incorrect scrawl, as the men are now
on their march, and I have no~ time to Ipake a fair,copy.

-. ,

To the I-Iono;rable Repre~eniatil,es' of the Province ojNE'w-
YORK, in Provincial Congress assembled.

The Petition of DAVID SHADD1<;L;of the City,of NEW-
YORK; Coachma.ker, humbly showeth:.

Tfi~t your Petitioner; being well affected to the cause of
his country, has pn all opcasions!]xerted himself, whepever
called on, to the utmost oHis power aqd abilities.

_That on SlLnday, the 18th day of FebrUary last, while
he W3$ assistinO' in removing the Cannon from tbe Battery,
he had the misfortune to have his hand anda1'11l crushed in
a terrible manner, so that he has ever since-been incapable
of earning anything for the support. of his. wife and family;
and, wh,at adds now to his unhappmess, IS, that he has no.
prospect of getting better for some weeks.

That your Petitioner, for want of work these few months
past, is so far reduced in his circumstances, as not to be able
to support the increasing expenses which this accident h~
laid him under, without having recourse to the benevolence
of the charitable and well-disposed.:

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly hopesthat, as henow
suffers in the cause of his country, this honO\ira~Ie Congress
will take bis case into their considerati~m, and grant him,
such relief as they in their wisdom shall think proper.

.
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Our natural ~ituation gives us many' advantages, and the'
worJhy men'in tJ!ts country do not want spirit. Dunmore
to the Nortp, and ~Mar(in to the South, have given us fnJI
employment for ~ome time past, and have already made the
whole PrQvince soldiers. It is altdgether out of my po\ver to
describe.the ardonr that at this very hour prevails in this Pro-
vince; almost every mall, at an hour's warning, is ready to
turn out in his country's c,ause. Colonel Moore i~ by theNEW-YORKCONGRESSTO THE SEVERALCOLONELSOF TRE
Council, ordered to disarm all the Highlanders and Regula-MINUTE-MEN AND MILITIA OF THE COLONY.
tors, a,udto takeall the ringleaders into custody, to send

In ProvincialCongress,New.York, March4, 1776~ them to .Halifax Jail, and to possess himselfof their estates,
, Sill: This accompanies the resal ve of Congress requesting and to make the return of his proceedings to the Yrovincial

you to hold your regiment in readiness to march at a mo- Congress, to be held at Halifax on the 2d of April next;
ment's warning. \Ve are apprehensive that the Ministerial which, it is hoped, will amount to sometbin<:rhandsomo.
Army at Boston may attempt to land in this Colony in a His Excellency Brigadier-General 'Donald XlcDonald J
short time. Your zeal for the pubTIckcause, we trust, will had the honour of seeing at Newbem. He is far advanced

' stim1.!lateyou, and the officers under your command, to use in life, being in the sixty-fifth year of his age. By this tim",
all possible diligence to comply with this resolution. . We he is a close prisoner in Halifax Jail, as the Council expressly
have only to add that no time should be lost in ,executing o1;dered him there.

'

,

this or<;ler,and that you forthwith retum to this Congress, The Committee of Safety of Virginia offered our Coun-
or the Committee of Safety, the present state of your regi- cil assistance, much to their honour; and I Verily believe
ment, as to the number Df men, arms, accoutrements, and .south-Carolina would have offered every relief, had there
a'mmunition; and.if the Minute-Regiments do not compose been any necessity for it; but we bad men, enough-to settle
one-fourth part of the Militia'of your County, you are here- the account currenfwith the Ipsurgents.Colonels J}loorc,
byordered.to cause the Minute Regiments to be completed, Martin, Caswell, Polk, TIJackston, Lillington, and Long,
agreeable to the rules and orders of this Congress, of the have great merit. Anyone of these gentlemen, in this
20tlI of Decembt,;rlast. . country, would be an over-match for a Howe, a,Burgoyne,

or a Clinton. Their knowledge of the country, and neces-
sary modes of attack, would frustrate any attempt Tallen
uPQn by the chara,ctel,'Slast mentioned. The whole Pro-
vince, in general, consider Re~larsin tl1ewoods as an easy
conquest, and I am fiml1yot their opinion. How small
must Governour J}lartin feel himself, after promising Go-
vernment two thousand men, not to have it io his power to
,supply the Ministry with a single man; and after having,
with ostentatious parade, brought up a sloop-of-wnr and
three armed vessels witbin half a mile of -"Vilmington,for
the purppse of receiving the Regulators and Highlanders
from lVegroe-Head Point, to ~neak off with two vessels,at
a time; after hearing-of the defeat of his emissaries; but
.nothing can equal his quixDtism,but that of the Ministry,
his masters. .

.

In Colonel ]}loore's letter, you will observe he mentions
a Captain ]}lacleod killed; this man was Adjutant-General
of the HighlandRegulatingArmy. .

Our troops under Colonel IIowe are ordered i11t<;l'this
Province immediately. Felix Kenan is a prisoner of ours;
that infamous fellow is by this time a prisoner in Halifax
Jail. James Fiepbum ,was S~cretary' to his Excellency
Brigadier-GeneralMcDQnald. , The great ColoneJ Cotton,
we hope, by this time, is a prisonfjrin Halifa:r;Jail.

After the Insurgents gave way, there neVer was such a
scouting hardly ever known before. We expect next Fri-;
day to hear of the number of r.ngleaders taken.

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, "hall eyer pray,
&c.

New.Y or!{, March 4, 1776.

I do hereby- certify that the foregoing account of the hurt
David Shaddel received on the 18th ultimo, is true.

,. .

JOHN CH:ARLTON.

NEW-YORK CONGRESS TO CONGRESS OF NEW-JERSEY.

In Prqvincial Co'ngrcsa, New.Y ork, March 4, ] 776..
GENTLEMEN: From the intelligence .iust received from

General Wf!shington, there is reason to believe that the
Ministerial Troops at Boston, are about leaving t1lat city;
and as it is probable they will ,attempt a footho19 in some
of th~ Middle United Colonies, we think it expedient that
the :Militia and Minute Regiments in the ColoJ!ies'should be
ordered to hold themselves in' readiness to march on the
fil's.t'jtlarm.We have given the 'ue('~essary orders jn our
own Colony for this purpose, and beg you would issue the
like orders in your Colony.

Weare, gentlemen,your humbleservants.
,

To the Honourable the Provi}lcial Congress, at New-Jersey.

.

WILLIAM ELLSWORTH TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.
,

.

Kingston, March4, 1776.
. ,

GENTLEMEN:. We, the Committee of Safety and Obser~
vation of the Town of Kingston, on the 29th day of Febru-
ary last past, wrote a letter to General Schuyler, at the re-
quest of Captain Elias lIasbrouck, and therein acquainted
the General of the.intention and inclination of Captain Has-
brouck to be continued in the service, and also the desire 0(,
this Committee to continue him; and the answer this Com-
mittee received is enclosed in this letter. And as it is agree-

,

able to the Committee that the Captain should be continued
in the service, (and you will see that in the General's letter
there is no mention made of subaltem officers,) we therefore
thougbt Iii to raise the 'company with expedition, at the re-
quest' of Captain Hasbrouck, and tQ recommend these per-
sons, to wit: jliloses Yeoman for Second Lieutemint, and
Petrus W. ]}leyer for Ensign; and if these persons meet
the approbation of the honourable Provincial Congress, we
pray that their warrantE! be sent up immediately. Respect-
ing the First Lieutenant, the Captain proposes to have him
recommended from the Committee under whose District he
lives. ',. ,.

We respectfillly remain your most obedienthumQle ser-
vants.. .

Byoraer of the Committee:
WILLIAM ELLSWORTHl Chairman.

To the President of the Provincial Congress in the City of
M.~~ '

.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL
.

, ,

,OF 'NOR:rH--CAR~LINA, DATED NEWBERN, MARCH 5, 1776.

Governour ~JJ1artinha~ been too ~uc-cessful in exciting an
insurrection oithe banditti among the Higlilanders andRe-'
gulators. We refer youy to a copy of Colond. Caswell's
letter, and other enclosed papers, for the particular account
of them. 'Ve have given ordeI'S that t~le persons and pro-
perties of the ringleaders should be secured, and that all who
were in arms, or aiding and abetting, should be disarmed,
and every other effectl.lal measure pursued to prevent their
giving Governour Mar.tin any aid !it case of the arrival, of
his expected reinforcements. 'Ve have everything to hope
from the vigilance, skill, and activity of the officers, and t],o
bravery, spirited; and patrioiick behaviour of the troops on
this occasion. A noble ardom appellred in every part of
the country , through all ra~lks of people; inson;lUch that, iiI
less than a fortnight, nine thousand fOlf( hundred men and
upwards were embodied, and on their march against the

,
,. . "enemy; more might have been raised, had they been,neces-

EXTRACTOF A LETTER :0 AGENTLEMA:,INPHlLmELPHlA, sary. We hear that the men-of.:war, ate on their waf ~orDATED NORTH-CAROLINA,MARCH4, 1776.
Wilmington; the inh~bitants have removed all their valu-

I now, my worthy friend, most sincerely and heartily' able effects, apprehending that the Govemour will prevail
con !!fatuIate you on the success of the Ame1'ica1J;arms, in on the officers of the men-of-war to act the same tragedy
this "Province,; and be assured that, let General Clinton there which Lord Dunmore b~elyplaycd at N01folk, to his
land when. he pleases, we are Jeady for him at all points. ~

immortal infamy. .
,

'0', '

.
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We have 'ordered that die Provincial Congress should
meet at Halifax the seconil of next month. - -,

'We have appointed Committees to confer with Virginia
and South-Carolina, on the most proper mode of defence
to be adopted by these Colonies the ensuing campaign. -

.. We understand General Clinton is arrived in Virginia
with the transports and troops from Boston, b!lt have not
yet any advice of the arrival of those expected from Gregt
Britain., ,

- -

,

One Mr. Achison, Midshipman of the Syren, with three
sailors, were drove over Ocracock Bar in distress, who ,were
taken prisoners and brought to Newbern; the Midshipman
and Qne sailor are sent to llalifax as prisoners, the other
two discharged in this town. It appears the Syren had
takcn a "essel of ours on the coast, and those men were
conducting the prize to Boston, when 'they were forced
over the bar.

EXTRACT OF -A LETTER FROM BRIGADIER-GENERAL JA)IES

)IOORE, IN THE CONTINENTAL SERVICE, TO THE HON. COR-

NELIUS HARNETT, ESQ,., PRESIDENT OF THE PROVINCIA,L,
'COUNCIL, NORTH-CAROLINA, DATED WILM.I:S-GTON, MARCH

Q, 1776. ,

On the earliest intelligence that the TQl1es. were collect-
ing and embodying at Cross- Creek, which r received On the
9th of February, I proceeded to take possession of Rockfish-
Bridge, within seven miles of CrO$s~Cree7c,which I con-
sidered as an importal}t post. This I effected on -the 15th,
with my own regiment, five piecei't qf artillery, and a part of
the BZadeJ~ Mi]itia; but 'as our numbers' were by no means
equal to, that of the Tories, I thought it most advisable to
intrench and'fortify, that, pass, and wait for af(~inforcement.
By, the 19th, I was joined by Colonel Lillington, with one
hundred and fifty of the Wilmington Minute-men, Colonel
](r,;non,with tWI) hundred of thQ Duplin Militia, and Colonel
Ashe, with about one hundred of the Volunteer Independent
Rangers-making our' numbers, then, in the w)lOle, about
'eleven hundred; and from the best information I was able
t~ procure, the Tory Army, under the command of General
McDonald, amounted to about fourteen or fifteen hundred.

On the. 20th, they marclJed within four miles of us, and
sent in, by'a flag of tJ.'Uce,tlie Governour's Proclamation,
a manifesto, and letter fi'oni the 'General, copies of which,
together with another letter,_ and my ~nswers, you have en-
closed. I then waited only untilColoncl Martin and Colonel

,

Thackston, who, I had certain intelligence, were on their
march, should get near fmough to cut off their retreat, amI
detennined to avail myself of tlle first favourable opportu-
nity of attackiJig them. However, contrary to my expect-
ations, r learned, on. the gIst', that' they ha4, the llJght
bef<)re and that morning, crossed the JVorth-west Rive/", at
Campbelltown, with their whole army, sunk and destroyed
all t1)e boats, and, taken their route the most ,direct way to

_ Negro-Head I!Qint. I then despatChed an express' to
Colonel Caswell, who was on his' march, to join us, with'
abouf eight hundred men, and, directed him to return and
take possession of Corbert's Ferry, over Black River, and,
by every means in his power, to obstruct, harass, and dis-
tress them in their march; at the same time I directed
Colonel ]}[artin and Colonel' Thackston to take possession
of Cross-Creek, in order to' prevent their return that way.
Colonel Lillington and ColonelAshe I ordered, by a forced,
m~rch, to endeavour; if pDssible, to reinforce Colonel Cas-
well; but if that could not be effected, to take possession of
]}loore's Creek Bridge, whilst I proceeded hack with the
remainder of OUr ",rmy, to cross the North-west at Eliza-
bethtown, so as either to meet them on their way to Cor-
bert's Ferry, 01' fan in their fear and surround them there.

On the '23d, I crossed the river at Eliza]Jethtown, where
I was compelled to wait for jI.sripp1y of provisions untj] the
Q4th, at night, having learned that Colonel Casu;ell was al-
most entirely without.. Just when I was prepared to march,
I received an express frorp Colonel Caswell, inforniing that"
the Tories had raised a flat which had been sunk in Black
River, about five miles above him, and, by erecting a bridge,
had passed it ~ith their whole army.

I then detenTIlned, a~ the last exijedient, to proceed im-'
, mediately, in boats, down the North-west'River to Dolli-

son's Landing, about sixty. miles from them, and to take pos-,
session of Moore's Creek Bridge, about ten miles from them;
at the same time acquainting Cplonel Cas']JJellof myinten-

.

..
-

. ~

tions, and recommending to him to retreat to lIfoore's ,Creek
Bridge; if possible; but if not, to follow on in'their rear.

The next day, by four o'clock, we arrived at Dollison's
Landing; but as we could not possibly march that night,
for want of horses for the artillery, I despatched an express
to ]}[oore's Creek Bridge, to learn the situation of affairs
there, and was' informed that Colonel Lill1:ngton, who had
the day before taken his stand at the bridge, was that after-
noon reinforced by Colonel Caswell, and that they had raised
a small breastwork, and destroyed a part of the bridge.

'

The nfJxt Inoming, (the 27th,) at ,break of day, an alar.m-
gun was fired; immediately after which, scarce aUowirig oUr
people a moment to prepare, the Tory Army, with Captain
JJIcCloud at. their head, made their attack on' Colonel Cas-
well and Colonel Lillington; and finding a small intrenC"h-
ment next the _bridge, on our side, empty, con?luded that
our people had abandoned their post, and in the most furioufi
manner advanced within thirty paces of our breastwork and
artillery, where they met a very: proper reception. Captain
J~lcClo1J,d and Captain Campbell feU within a few paces of
the breastwork, the former of whom received upwards of
t.wenty balls tprough his body; <Lndin a'very few minutes
their whole army was put to the flight, and most shame-
fully: abandoned their General,' who was .l}..ext day taken
prIsoner. _

The loss of tbe enemy in this action, fNm the best ac-
counts we have been able to learn, is ah04t thirty killed
Qnd wounded; but as nl,1mbers of them must have fallen
into the creek, besides many more that were carried off, I -
suppose their loss may be estimated at about fifty. We
had only two wounded, one of which died this day.

Thus, sir, I have the pleasure .to inform you, has most
happily ternlinated a very dangerous insurrection, and will,
I trust, put an effectual check to toryism in this country.

The situation of afr1.irs, in this phice, made it necessary .
forme to return here, which; at the special request 'of the
Commitiee, I did last nightJ with my regiment. The larg~
requisitions made by the men-of-war, who now lie just be-
low the town, gave the inhabitants reason tp apprehend
,everything that could be sutfei-ed from theit disappointe,d
vengeance. However, the C9mmittee have most spiritedly
determined rather t~ sutler the worst of Euman evils' than
afford them any supplies 'at all; and I have no donbt we
shall be able_to prevent them froni doing 'any great -injury.

In order to lessen, as much as possible, die expense in':'
Clmer! by this .e1\.pedit.iolT,I some time ago directed Colonel
]}[artin to disband all tIle troops under his cqm\TIand except
one thousand, including the RegularS, and with,th9se seCl,re
the persons and estates of the Insurgents, subject to YOUJ'
further orders, and then to proceed to this place, unless
otherwise directed. However, as I do not think the serviGe,
just .~ow, requires such a number of men in arms, I shall
immediately direct him to disband all except the Regulars,
and- with those to remain' in and about Cross- Creek, until'
furtper orders.

"
.

COLONEL CASWELL'TO NOJtTH-CAROLINA CONGRESS.

Camp at Long-Creek; February 29; i 776'-

SI.!t': I have the'pleasure to acquaint you that
-
w~ had'

an engagement with the Tories, at Widow ]}IQore's Creek
'Bridge, on the Q7th current. Our an-ny was' about one

, thousand strong, consisting of the Newbern Battalion of Mi-
nute-men; the Militia from Craven, Johnsto1},Dobbs, and.
WaTee, and a detachinent of the TfiZmington Battalion of
Minute-men, which we found encamped at Moore's Creek
tlicnight before the battle, under the command of Colonel
Lillington. The TQries, by' common report, \yas three
thousand; but General McDonald, whom we have a prison-
er, says there were abol,1t fifttWn Or sixteep hundred. He'
was unwell that day, and not in t?e ba~tl~., Qaptain JJfac-
kod, who seeme~ to be the prmcipal commander, with
Captain John Campbell, are among the slain.

The numoer J{illed and mortally wounded, from the best
accounts I was able to collect, w:as about tpirty;most of
them were shotQn passing the bridge.: Several had.fallen
into the water, same of whom, I am pretty certain, had not
risen yesterday' evening ",hell fleet fhe camp. Such prison-
ers as wf? have !pade, say there were m least fifty of their".. ..' ..,
men ml$slJ1g. . .

The Tories were totally put to the rout, andwilI, certainly
disperse. Colonel ]}[oorearrived at our camp a few hours .



63 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., MARCH, 1776..
after the enQ'aO'ement was over. His troo ps came. up that0> .0
evening, and are now en~amped on the ground where the
battle was fOIIght. And Colonel Martin is at or near Cross-
Creek, with a large body of men. Those, I presume, will

be sufficient effectually to put a stop to any attempt to etn-
body again.. I therefore, with Colonel ltloore's conse!)t, am
returning to Newbern, with the troops {lnder my command,
where I hope to receive your orders to dismjss them. There
J intendcarryil1g the General. If the Councjl should rise
before my arrival,' be pleased to give order in what manner
he shall be disposed of. Our officers and men behaved
with th(~spirit and intrepidity becoming freemen, contending
for their dearest privileges. ,RICHARD CASWELL.

To the Hon. Cornelius Harnett, President of the Provincial
Congress of North-Carolina.

List of ~ijle~Gl1ns (tnd other articles already taken from
,the lIighlanders and Regulators, viz: .

Fifteen hundred RiIlEl-Guns, all of them excellent pieces;
twoMcdj~ine Chests, immediately from England, one of
theni valued at three hundred Pounds Sterling; one box,
containIng half-Johanneses and ]fJnglish Guinea.s, discovere-a

, by a negro secreted in a stable at Cross-Creek; thirteen
Wagons, with complete set'J of Horses; ,eight hundred and
~fty common Soldiers, taken pris?ners, disarmed, and dis-

- charged. '
.

We have flying parties out, taking the ringleaders and
an. suspected persons, and disarming the common soldiers
throughout the whole back country~ .

.
List of Pnsoners taken by Colonel LONG, and now in

, HALH'AX Jail.
. Colonel Jolin Piles) Major Thomas Collins, Captain Da-

vid Jackson, Captain Enoch Bradley, Captain John Piles,
Captain ThomCfs,Bradford, Captain Wi:zliam Bradford,
:Lieutenant Stephen Parker, Lieutenant Donald ltlcDonald,
(wounded 'through the,.thigh,) ~sign ,John

.

. pawning, and.
Doctor R)Joersor-York; also, III Halifax JaIl, four of the
name of Fields,'one of the name of Turner, and three of
the name of Bell, with a Midshipman and Quarter-Gunner,
of the Scorpion man-of-war. .

.

List of Prisoners taken by Colonel MAHTIN)and sent to
. HALIFAX Jail.

'<:019ne1 ]{ingsborough' t:IcDo.n~ld, Colonel Hugh JUc-
Donald, Colonel Thoma,s Rutherford, Colonel II ector

. McNeil, Colo~l Alex'ander McDonald} Captain ~Morrison,
,Captain Mackenzie, Captain Thomas Weir, Captain Leg-
gate, Captain Solomon Cross, Captain Person, Captain
It[cCoy, Captain Muse, of the Light-Horse, Captain JJ)hn
ltFulkeson, Captain Neil McCarter, Adjutant Fraser, Lieu-
tenants Colin It/clever, Joshua Hewes, Duncan Cameron,
Donald Muse, Donald Cameron-and sundry other Lieu-
terirmts and Ensigns, whose names I 'have not yet an ac-
count of-Kenneth ltlcDonaldl Aid-lle:'Camp; James Hep-
burn, Secretary; Parson Battie, Chaplairr; Aaron Verdy,
,Wagonm'aster;

.
Doctor ltlorris~n; Commissary. c.Healso

. to?k abqu
.

t three hund~e~ and fifty Guns and Shot-Bags,
w~th abo\lt ope hundred and fifty Swords and Dirks.

. . . .',

. /.:f
. DONALD ,Mc!>ONALD, Es<i., LATELY' CREATED BRIGADIER-

,
G£NER;AL lli' THE -TORY ARMY By GO'VERNOUR M~RTIN,

TO' B'dIGA})lER~(;E~ERAL ~MOQRE. ", "

,

..
.

.
B:e;'d~Quart~~s,F~bruary 19, i 776.',

SIR: I herewith scnd the bearer; Donald Morrison, by
adv~ce of the.Comllli,ssioners appointed by his 'Excellency
Josiah ,~Iarttn, and III behal. of the A:rny' now under my
command, to propose temis to you as fnendsand country-
men. I InllSt suppose you unacquainted with the Gover-
nour's Proclamation, commanding all his Majesty's loyal
subjects to repair to the- King's royal standard, else r should
have imagined you would, ere this, have joined the King's
Army, now engaged in his Majesty's service.' I have

'therefore thought it proper to in,timate to you, that, in case
you do not; by twelve o'clock to-mol'l'Ow, join the Royal
'standard, I must consider you as enemies, and take the
,~ecess'itry' steps for the suppor~, onegal authority.

I b~g leave t9 remind you of his Majesty's speech to his
Parliament, wherein he offerS to receive the misled with
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tenderness and mercy, from motives of humauity. I again
beg of you to accept the proferred clemency. I make no
doubt, but you will show the gentleman sent on this message
ev.ery possible civility; and you may depend, in return, that
all your officers and men which may fall into our hands,
shall be treated with an equal degree of respect.

.

I have the honour to be, in behalf of the Army, sir, your
most obedient humble servant,

DONALD McDoNALD.,
.

To the Commanding Officer at Rockfish.
P. S. His Excellency's Proclamation is herewith enclosed.

BRIGADIER-GENERAL MOORE'S ANSWER.
.

Camp at Rockfish, February 19, 1776.

SIR : Yours of this day I. have rece,ived; in ansWer to
which I must, inform you, that the ~erms which you arc
pleased to ,say, in behalf of the Army under your cQmmand,
are offered to us as friends and cOlintrymen, are such <l,S
neither my duty or inclinations will permit me to accept,
and which' I must presum~ you top much of an officer to
expect of ,me. You were very right when you supposed
me unacquainted with the Governour's Proclamation; hut
as the terms therei)) proposed are such as I hold incompati.
ble with the fceedom of Americans, it can be no rule of
conduct fQr me. I;fowever, should I not hear further fmm
yOt) before twelve o/clock ffi-morro\v, hy which time I shall
have an QPportunity of consultiqg my officers here, and
perhaps Colonel ~Jtlartin, who is in the neighhourhood of
Cross-Creek,' you may expect a more particular ansWer;

ml,)an time' you roay be assured' thftt the fi~elings of humanity
will induce me to show that civility to such of your people
as may fall into our han9s, as I am desirous should be
ohserved towards those of ours, who may be unfortunate
~nough to fall into yours: '

I am, sir; your most obedient and very humble servant,
JAMES MOORE.

BRIGADIER-GENERAL MOORE TO 1!RIOADIER-GE;NERA..L

McDONALP.

.Camp nt. Rockfi~h, February 20, 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to my promise ,of yesterday, I have Con.~
sulted ,the officers under my comniand, respecting YOllr
letter, and am happy in' finding themunanllYious in opinion
with me. \Ve consider ourselves' engaged in a' cause the
most glorious and horiourablein .the world, the defence of
the liberties of mankind, in support of which we are deter-
mined to hazard everything dear and vahmble; and in ten-
derness to the delu,ded people under your command, permit
me, sir, through you, to inform them, befQre it is too late, of
the dangerous, and destructive precipice on which they
stand, and to remind them of the, ungrateful return the1 are
about to make for their favourable reception in this country.
If this is not sufficient to recall '~hem to 'the duty which
they owe to themselves and their posterity, inform them
that they are engageq. in a ca~se in. which thyy Cannot
succeed, as not only the whole. force of this Gouotry, but
that of our. neighbouring ProVinces, is e~erting and now
actually in IilOtion to'suppress them, and wJli~h must end
in their utter destruction. Desirous, however, of avoiding
the eflUsion of hum\ln blQ9d, I hav.e thought proper to send
you a copy of the Test recommended by the Contiveptal
Copgress, which, if they, will yet. subscribe <lnd lay down
their arms, by tweh'e, o'clock to-morrow, we are willing t9
receive them as friends and countrymen. Should this 'oft(Jr
be rejected, I shall' consider them as enemies to theconsti-
tutiorialliberties of America, and treat them accordingly.

I cannot conclude without reminding you, sir, of tb~ oath
wIJich you and some of your officers took at IV~wbern, on
your arrival to this C01,1ntry,which I imagine you will find
diffic,ult to reconcile to yout pte~ent c<?l1duct. I. have no
doubt that the bearer, CaptaihJames '~1'a7;ker, will be
treated with proper civility and respect in your camp.

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servO:nt,
.

,

J. MOQRE.

BRIGADIER-GENERAL McDONALD TO BRiGADIER-GENERAL

MOORE.
'.

.)

He:'\d-Quart~rs, February 20, 1776.

SIR: I received your favQur,by' Captain James Walker, .

and observed you declared sentim'ei!ts of revolt, hostility,
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and rebel1ion to the King1 and to what I understand to be
the Constitution of this country. If I am mistaken, future
consequences must determine; but while I continue in my
present sentiments1 I shall consider myself embarked in a
cause which must1 in its consequences, extricate this country
from anarchy and licentiousness. I cannot conceive that
the Scots Emigrants, to whom I imagine 'you al1ude, can be
under greater obligations to this country than to that King
under whose gracious and merciful Government they alone
could have been enabledto visitthjsWestern region: and 1
trust, sir, it is in the womb of time to say, that they are not
that deluded and ungratefUl people which you would repre-
sent them to be. As a soldier in his Majesty's service, I
must inform you, if ypu are yet to learn, that it is my duty
to conquor, if I cannot reclaim al1 those who may be hardy
enough to take up arms, against the best of masters, as, of
Kings.

I have the honour to be, in behalf of the Army under
my command, sir, your most obedient servant,

DONALD McDoNALD.
To James ltfopre, Esq.

Gunpowder, for the use ,of the Coptinental Troops in the
service of this Colony. ,

The Council adjourned til1 to-morrow morning1 nine
o'clock.

Saturday, March 2, 1776.
The Council met according to adjournment. ,

William Bourk, charged with being inimical to the
liberties of America, was brought before this Council 1

wl~en Mr. John Strange appeared as a witness, who, first
bemg S'Y0rn,deposeth and saith, that last night he heard
the said ,!illiqm Bourk express himself in the fol1owing
manner, VIZ:

'

..
"That we should al1 be 'subdued by the month of May,

by the King's Troops. That General Gage deserved to be
damned; he had not let the Guards out to Bunker's Hill,
and jt would have settled the dispute at that time. That
there was forty-seven thousand Troops expected soon to
America, and it would be in vain to pretend to defend our-
selves against ~hem." Al1 which the said William Bourk

,

acknowledged, and fltrther said, " he wished the time would
happen this instant; but was sure the Americans would be
subdued by the month of August."

,

Resolved, That the said William Bourk be sent to the
Town of IIalifax, and committed 'to 'close Jail, there to
remain til1 further orders. '

Ordered, That Colonel JolJ,n Bryan attend to the exe-
cution of the above Resolve.

Resolved, That no Pork1 Beef, Flour, Bacon, Rice, or
Peas, be exported from any part of this Province, after \his
day, without first obtaining leave from the Provincial Con-
gress, excepting for returns for Salt, Arms, or Ammunition,
actual1y imported into this Colony.' , -

'

Resolved, That all the good and merchantable Flour and
Pork now for sale in this Province, be imme,diately pur-
chased for the use of the publick, and that the fol1owin!T
persons be appointed to perfonn this service: Mr. Jame~
COOT,for the District of Netv.bern; Mr. John Webb, foi,the
District of Hal~fax; Mr. Franci,~Brice, fo\,the District of

adjourned until to-morrow mornmg, mne Wilmington; Mr. Memucan Hunt, for the Distri~t of Ilills-
borough; l\Ir. Adam Alexander, for the District of Salis-

,

M
bury; and 'Mr.Robert Smith, for the District of Edenton.

Friday, arch 1, 1776.
' '
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FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. v. 5

NORTH-,CAROLINA PROVINCIAL' COUNCIL.

Journal of the Proceedings of the Provin~ial Council of
NORTH-CA:!WLINA,/teld at NEWBERN, on the 28th day
of FEBRUARY,Anno Domini 1776. .

N ORTH~CAROLINA:
Pursuant to a Resolve of the last Provincial Council,

held at the Court-House, in the County of Johnston, the
said Council was to have been heldthe17th day of ltlarch
next, at the place aforesaid; but Mr. President finding it
necessary, required a meeting sooner than that period, and
summoned the Members thcreof to meet at the Town of
Newbern, on the 27th day of thi5 instant, February, 1776.
And a sufficient number of Members not appearing until
the 28th following, when, lVIr. President, AbllC1; Nash,
Jarnes COOl',Willie JonesJVightstill Avery, John Kinchen,
and Thomas Person, Esqs., appeared, and took their seats
in Council.

The Council
0' clock.
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Resolved, That David Baron be a1lowed the sum of
twenty Pounds, Proclamation Money, for so much advanced
by him to pay for work done on the Guns, Carnages, and
for Horse-hire, and other services to further the expedition
against the Insurgents, as appears by the .1Vcwbern District
Committee; that either of the Treasurers pay him the same,
and be a1lowed in their accounts 'with the publick.

Resolved, That Colonel TVilliam Willia!ns, with the
Martin and Bertie Troops under his command, do return
to their respective Counties with the same, first sending off
to Colone! James, under a sufficient guard, such Ammuni-
tion as he now has in his possession.

This Council, in the warmest terms,- return the gentlemen
Officers and Soldiers fr'om the Counties of ~Iartin and Ber-
tie, their th,anks for their readiness and spirited conduct in
marchi~g against the enemies of their country.

The Council adjourne~ ti1l to-morrow morning, nine
0' clock.

Sunday, March 3, 1776.

The Council met according to adjournment.

Resolved, That the Publick Treasurers, or either of ~em,
be empowered to t;lraw on the Continental Treasury for any
sum not exceeding twenty-five thousand Do1lars, towards
defraying the expense of the Troops on the Continental
establishment in this Province.

Resolved, That an the Publick Records, of what nature
soever, in the custody of the Secretary, be immediately re-
moved from the Secretary's Office, and that an the Papers
appertaining to the Court of Chancery, or any other person,
be immediately removed, and kept in some secure place, by
Mr. Christophe}' Neale, who is hereby required to see this
necessary order carried into execution; an,d in case of neees-
sity, to ca1l on the Colonel of the Militia for sufficIent force
for that purpose. .'

Re,wlved, That it be recommended to the several Com-
mittees in this Province, to remove the Publick Records of
their respective Counties, and secure the same in the hands of
some trusty person, wherever the same are now in the hands
of persons suspected to be inimical to the American rights.

Re.~olved, That the neXt Congress shan be held at the
Town of Halifax,'in the County of Halifax, the 2d day
of April next, and that the .Printer .to this Province give
notice of the same, by printing and dispersing a number of
Handbi1ls, and inserting this Resolutionirl his pub lick
Gazette.

The Council adjourned tin to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

.

. Monday, March 4, 1776.

The Council met according to adjournment.

'Whereas, by sundry Resolutions of the Continental Con-
gress, the Proyincial Council is 'Iuthorized to permit ex-
portation from this Province, under certain restrictions, in
order to procure in return Salt, Arms, and Ammunition.
And whereas, persons wiJJing to adventure, may, from the
difficulty of making application, lose the opportunity of so
doing:

Resolved, That Archibald Maclaine, Richard Quince,
Sen., and Henry Toomer, for the District of Wilmhlgton;
James Davis, Alexander Gaston, and Christopher Neale,
for the District of Newbern; and John Smith, Andri;w Lytle,
and Samuel Dickinson, for the District of Edenton, be ap-
pointed Commissioners to carry the said Resolution into
execution iri their respective Districts, under the Rules, Re-
gulations, and Instructions, formed <\nd laid down by this
Council. '

.

Instructions for the Commissioners, viz :
That no Pork, Beef, Flour, Bacon, Rice, or Peas, be

exported, except in return for Salt, Arms, or Ammunition,
. actua1ly imported into this Province. .

That before any person be permitted to export any com-
modity whatever, he enter into Bond, with good and suf-
ficient secUJ;ity, in the sum of twenty-five hundred DoHars,
that he wiI! comply with the Resolutions of the Continental
Congress respecting the importation of Salt, Arms, or Am-
munition, and also take the fonowing Oath:

" You swear that you wiJI not land the cargo shipped in
the , in any part of the world prohibited by the

General Congress, and that you wiB not export in said Ves-
sel more Staves and Naval Stores than is contained in the
Manifest exhibited, and that you wiJI, to the utmost of your
power, invest the proceeds of said cargo in Salt, Arms, and
Ammunition,or either of them."

.
.

Resolved, That the Freeholders of Currituck County
may choose one Delegate in the room and stead of Mr.
Joshua Campbell, deceased.

Resolved, That it be recommended to Colonel Tlwmas
Polk and Major John Pfifer to recruit sevcn hundred and
fifty men, to be formed into a Regiment, upon the Conti-
nental establishment, at the next Provincial Congress.

Resolved, That Cplone!JohnBryan, of CravenCounty,
'take into his possession of the Effects of Cap~ain James
Green, and John Owens, his security, sufficient to satisfy
a Bond entered into with the Committee of Newbern, and
retain the same in his hands, subject to the control of the
Congress~

Resolved, That Colonel Isaac Gregory, Messrs.Abner
Harrison and Peter Dauge, 9l any two of them, do im-
mediately take into their posse~on an the Estate of Rqbert
Gilmour, of what Mture or kirid soever, now in the hands
of Thomas IIumphries, and others, in the Counties of Cur-
rituck, Pasquotank, apd Perquimans, and secure the same
in the best manner they can, until fl1rt}lerorders.

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay
into the hands of Mr. President, sixty Pounds, Proclama-
tion Money, to pay Expresses, and be a!lowed in their ac-
counts with the publick. .

. Ordered, That Henry Young be appointed First Major
of the Regiment of Militia for the County of New-Hano-
ver, and that John Dubois be appointedSecondMajor and
Adjutant in the same ReE,riment.

Resolved, That' the Comnlittee of the Town of Salis-
bury be a!lowed the sum of five Pounds ten ShiJIings for
Express, and for conveying a Tory Captain to South-Caro-
lina, being for money advanced; that the Treasurers, or
either of them, pay the same, and be a!lowed in their ac-
counts with the pubEck.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Council be given to
Colonel James ]}Ioore,and an the brave Officers and .So]-
diers of every denomination, for their late very important
services rendered their country, in effectuaHy suppressing
the late daring and dangerous insurrection of the High-
lande!.:sand Regulators; and that this Resolve be published
in the North- Carolina Gazette.

Resolved, That Colone! Robert Howe is justly entitled
to the most honourable testimony of the approbation of this
Council, for his important services .while in the Colpny of
Virginia, rendered to the common calise of American liber-
ty; and that the President transmit the wannest thanks of
this 13oard, in the funest and most honourable terms, to
Colonel Howe, and a!l the brave Officers and Soldiers un-
der his command, for their spirited conduct, having acquit-
ted themselves greatly to their honour and the good of their
country.

The Council adjoumed tiJI to-morrow moming, nine
o'clock.

Tuesday, March 5, J776.

The Council met according to adjournment.
Resolved, That ColonelJohn Bryan dismissthe Militia

now in arms in the Town of Newbern, as there appears to
be no immediate occasion for their service, and that he as-
sure them they wiJI be paid for the time they have attended.

Resolved, That the Colonels of the several Regiments
of Militia in this Province, do immediately ca!l a Genera!
Muster of their respective Regiments, and cause every Of-
~cer and Soldier t.h~reof to appear at such muster complete
II) Arms, AmmumtlOn, and Accoutrements, and certify the
same to the next Provincial Congress, to be lield at Hali-
fax on the 2d day of April next, the number of effective
Men in each respective Regiment, that are able to turn oUt
in the service of their country on any emergency, the num-
ber of Arms fit for service, and the quantity of Ammuni-
tion in each Re,giment.

Resolved, That a!l personswhoshan be disarmedby the'
Town. and County Committees, and other suspected per-
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sons who have not taken up anns against this Colony, shall
be required to take the following Oath, on pain of imprison-
ment, viz :

"I do solemnly and sincerely swear on the Holy Evan-
gelist of Almighty God, that during the present unhappy'
cOJ;1testbetween Great Britain and America, I will not,
under any pretence whatever, oppose, or take up anns to
opPQse, the measures of the Continental or Provincial Con-
gress, or any Troops raised by, or acting under, the authority
of either; nor will I directly, or indirectly, either personally
or _hy letter, counsel, advise, or give intelligence to any of
his Majesty's Governours, Generals, Officers, Soldiers, or
others, employed by land or sea, to carry into execution and
enforce obedience to the several acts of the British Legisla-
ture, deemec\ oppressive to these Colonies. I will not, by
example, opinion, advice, or persuasion, endeavour to pre-
judice the people, or any oLthem, in favour of Parliamen-
tary measures, or against those recommended by the General
and Provincia] Congresses, until it shall please God tQ
restore peace and good understanding to the contending,
power~." ,

Resolved, That eitner of the. Publick Treasurers draw
on the Continental Treasury for two hundred and twenty-
five Dollars, in favour of Samuel Johnston, Thomas Jones,
and Thomas Person, Esqs., for their expenses to Virginia
on the publick service, and be allowed in their accounts with
the pub]ick.

It appearing to this Council, that Lott Strange, master,
and John Strange, owner, of the Sloop Kingfisher, have
been guilty of importing certain British F;uropean Goods,
contrary to the Continental Association,

Resolved, That the said LO,tt Strange and John Strange
enter into Bond in the SUIT)of five hundred Pounds, to the
Committee of Perquimans County, for their future good
behaviour, and that they depart the Port with their said
Vessel in ballast, within one month from this day; and
'when the said Lott Strange and John Strange shall have
given such Bond, then the said Comrnittee. is hereby directed
'to deliver up the said Sloop Kingfisher, with her tackle,
apparel, and furniture, and other property belonging to the
said Lott and John Strange.

Resolved, That Colonel Richard Caswell ~end, under a
sufficientguard, Brigadier-General D~nald ft:IcDonald,taken
at the battle of 11lIoote'sCreek Bndge, to the Town of
Halifax, and there to have hirri committed a close prisoner
in tbe Jail of the said Town, until further orders. ,

Farquard Campbell was br~mght before this Council by
Lie\ltenant-Colonel Henry Rhodes, under a warrant from
Colonel ft:loore; and no sufficient proof appearing against

. the said Farquard Campbell, ,

Resolved, That he be allowed to depart at this time, and
appear at the 'Provincial Congress the 2d day of April
n9L

'

The said Farquard Campbell then personally promised'
and undertook to appear at the time and place aforesaid, to
answer s11ehmatters and things as he should be then and
there charged with.

Resolved, That Captain Robert Rowan b~ empowered,
to summon and enforce the attendance of such persons at
the next Provincial Congress, to be held at Halifax, on the
2d day of April next, as he shall think to be material.wit-
nesses against Farquard 'Campbell, of Cumberland County,
respecting a charge against the said Farquard Campbell, of
some conduct inimical tQ the cause of America and this
Province, in the late insurrection of the High]anders and
Regulators. , '

CORNELIDS HARNETT, Presid~nt.

JAMES ~REEN, Jun., Gkrk., By order:

us with the thoughts of a separation, by raisIng a distrust in
the Congress, and fears of an unsettled and imperfect re-
publick, or, at the same time, by lulling us into a state of
security, and flattering us with an expectation of an accomo-
dation. That the Ministry (whatever Lord North may be
supposed to mean by something he said to that effect) do
not wish to see us restored to the situation we were in ] 763,
must be evident from their not embracing the offers, of the
Congress to accept of those tenns; for if they desired it-
if they preferred peace to war, and were willing to put a
stop to the effusion of the blood of tneir fellow-subjeets,
they would have eagerly embraced the petition of the Con-
gress, and made it the basis of an honourable negotiation,
which must speedily hav~ brought about a happy and last-
ing reconciliation. But the King, who had early imbibed
principles of despotism, and who has found means to make
himself absolute, even in England, by means of a venal
Parliament and a servile army of sycophants, and who has
lately tasted th~ sweets (it was but a taste) of an absolute
mOI)arch, in his Kingdom of Quebeck, was detcnnined not
to adirrlt it as a basis of a negoti:vion~ scorning to treat with
Rebels; and declaring, ITom his throne, that we meant but
to deceive and" lull.bim into a security, by professions of
attachment apd ]oyalty, whilst we were preparing for war."
And from the King's speech, the wOJld would suppose that
we had so far got the start of him, in our preparations, that
he was obliged to call in foreign troops to his assistance.
His Majesty, does, it is true, most graciously say, "It may
not be amiss to empower certain persons to pardQn such
offenders as shall repent apd turn ITom their evil ways."
But he says nothing like what his tools here ha.ve said; nor
can there be the least foundation for the report, which was
lately so industriQusly propagated, viz: That several of the
obnoxious acts were repealed, aod that Coml)1issioners were
on their way to Thiladelphia,~to treat with the Congress.
'Whoever will read t,he vote of the House of Commons, on
Lord NQrth's motion, of November 28th, and the resolve of
the Irish House of Commons, on Friday, the 21st of No-
vember, and will also consider the great preparqtions F;ng-
land is making for a war, the arrival <?fmen-of-war witli
transports here, and knows that Lord DltnmOre is actu-
ally intrenching at Tucker's Mills, that he is daily recruit-
ing his anny of slaves, that there has lately been a dan.;.
gerous commotion in North- Carolina, and that the English
commander at Detroit has instigated some Indians to make
an attack on our frontiers, who have actually scalped seve-
ral people-I say, whoever knows and c~>osiders these
things, must see that the story of Commissioners, repeal, and
accomroodation, was intended but to lull us into security, or
to insult and mock us. It is therefore high time to look to
ourselves; and if we cannot enjoy the privileges of Eng'lish7
men, when connected with them, let us instantly break off'
those fetters of affection which have hitherto bound us to
them; and if JPngland calls in foreign assistance, letus [01- -

low the wisdom of her example, and do so likewise.

TALBOT COUNTYCOMMIT';l'EE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL Q,f
SAFETY.

In Committee, Talbot County, M\lrch 5, 17~

GENTLEMEN: In answer t? a letter from you, requesting
our sentiments of a place the most proper for the Indepen-
dent. Company, appointed by the Convention, to he sta-
tioned in this County, we beg leave to propose Oxford,
which, in ou)' opinion, is the mast convenient for that pur-
pose.

' "

We are, withm1Jch respect, gentlemen, your most obe-
dient servants.

By order of the Committee: ,
,

.' NICIJOJ_ASTJioM~s, Chairman.

To the Honourable ,the. Council of Safety of j}Iaryland.WilJiamsburgh, Virginia, March 5, 1776.

The Tories and tools of AdqriQistration are constantly
crying out that the Congress is aiming at independence, and

'preter:dnow t.hat they would wish to see America put into
GEORGE PLATER TO MARYLAND,COUNCILOF SAFETY.

the situation it was in the year 1763. I say pretend, now, .

,Sotterly, March 5,1776.

because now they find it impossible to bring America to the GEI:ITLE.MEN:In obedience to the order of the Congress,
abject state of slavery they were willing to reduce her, and transmitted by you, I have CQllected W!!at gold I could in
have no hopes of succeeding in tlleir scheme of despotism, St.1IJary's CountY,:ind DOWsend it by Colonel Fitzhugh,
unless they can take advantage of our 'love of the .British amountin!T to two hlindred and twenty-four pounds one shi]-
Constitution, and attachment to Great Britain, by alanning ling and dIree pence, as uoted below. You will be pleased,

'
'*'
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to give him an order on the Treasurer for the paper money
to that amount.
One hundred and six guineas,
Twenty-three half-guineas,
Five half-johanneses,
OI:1etwo-pistole piece, -
'One half-pistole,

- £185 IDs. Od.
20 2 6
15 0 0

2 '15 0
]3 9

£224 Is. 3d.
I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient

humble servant,
GEORGE PLATER.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.
.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY'TO COLONEL JOHN HALL.

{No. 29.] Annapolis,March 0, 1776.

SIR: \Ve hear that a forty-four-gun man-of-war and two
sloops are on their way up the bay. The city is but weak,
and we judge it necessary to have all the men drawn to
town we can, for its defence. We ~hould be glad you \vill
give directions to an the companies and men in your batta-
lion, that can be got ready, to repair, as soon as possible, to
town. We should be glad to see you as early in the morn'-
ing as you can.

, We are, &c.
To Colouel John Hall.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFt'rY TO COLONELS DORSEY AND
WEEMS.

[~o. 30.] Annapolis,March 5, 1776.-Eight o'clocka~night.

SIR: The Council of Safety have this moment received,
by express, an account that a ..large ship-of-war and two
tenders were, this-afternoon, considerably above the mouth
of Patuxent, and it is supposed tliey are now off Annapo-
lis. Whether they entered into our river or to Baltimore,
IS not known. But be their destination to either place, it is
absolutely necessary to hav.e your battalion in readiness to
march at an hour's warning.

We are, &c. '

TO THE APOLOGIST.

, Philadelphia, March 5, 1776:

SIR: Every fresh opportunity of ddimdi~g injured inno~
cence must afford an uncommon de!,Tfeeof pleasure to so
generous a mind as that of the Apologist. GIve me leave,
sir, to lay before you anotber part of the conduct of our As-
sembly, on which, to exercise your benevolence. I have
long lamented their great inattention' to the rights at their
constituents; but, lest I shou4l be esteemed a carper, or de-
girous of hurting their influence or utility, I kept it to myself
until your appearance. B,ut as the principles on which you
form your apology are ne\v to me, I mal,e no doubt but you
will be able to remoVe any unea!>inessat what I think an
usurpation of our rights, or an ignorance of our rank in
society.

",The whole period I mean to lay before you commenced
~ith the summer of the year 1774', and will end with the
day on which they shall relinquish the usurped and illegal
cllims; and I charge all upon our present Assembly-not
because they began or will end the usurpation, but becallse
they continue it, while it i$ fully in their power to remove it
forever.

'

I hold it as a firm principle in my politicks, that the pow-
ers of legislation.,can only be conferred by the society at
large, and that freemen never intrust their representatives
with tire right of transferring it. I also hold it equalfy firm,
that the right of instructing lies with the constituents, and
them only; that the representatives are bound to re21lrdthem
as the dictates of their masters, and not l~ft at liberty to com-
ply with or reject them, as they may tl]ink proper. These
are my data, and on tlrese I found what I offer for your con-
sideration. "

In the summer of the year 1774, Committees were fairly
chosen throughout the Province, and directed by their con-
stituents to meet il! Conv~ntion, and ~here fix upon a mode
to have the ProV1nce faIrly and fully represented in Con-
gress. They met accordillgly;and finally aQTCedtllat three
out of their own bj>dy, arid four out of th~ House of As-
sembly,should be Delegat~s fa! the frovince. They further

agreed to leave the final nomination of the whole to the
House, and only to re~ommend the three out of their own
body, by name, little suspecting that the House would e.ver
set up claIms inconsistent with the desires of their constltu-,

'ents. The Convention accordingly recommended three out
of their own body, at the same time requesting that four ?ut
of the House should be added to them, the whole to receIve
their nomination from the House; but the Assembly not
only rejected the .three recommended by tlie C?nvention,
but refused to admIt the members of the Convention to hear
their debates 011the occasion; and publickly declare!}, that
the request of their constituents wa: inconsistent. with t~eir
privilerres, and that they could not, In duty to theIr constItu-
ents, c~mply with their desires. This principle, then a,:owed
and since acted upon, is, in my opinion, more destructIve of
liberty than any claim of Gr~at Britain; .for if Teprese~ta-
tives chosen by our.;;elves and clothed wIth our authol1ty,
are, in consequence, to hold rights inconsistent with ours,
farewell to liberty.

They refused to nominate the men of our choice, purely
because they were our choice; for the very next year, when
we ceased to hold them out as our choice, they nominated
them, though, in so doing, they were obliged to contradict
evelf principle on which they founded their former TefHsa!.
They thereby convinced us. that ~hey me.ant to h?ld prero-
gatives which would be as m~on~)stent wIth our mterest ~s

, they were alien tQ the, ConstItutIon. I confess to you, SII",
th~t the free.men tacitly betrayed their own cause in P?l'ln~t-
ting them to do so. But this by-the-bye. I hope It WIll
not interfere with your apology.

Finding we were fairly'asleep, and not to be waked by
this conduct, they have adopted their last plan as best
ans.wering their purposes; for by it they can have such a
representation in Congress, and CommIttee of Safety, as
they choos~, and all PQ\vel"will finally be stolen ou~ of the
hands of the people. Y Oll, sir, I doubt not, a,re satIsfied of
this. If you are not, only converse an hour wIth any mem-
ber of our Committee of Inspection, and he will tell you
how much authority is left in their hands, though the only
bQdy legally chosen on the prese~t occasion. ~ok around
you, and you will see Delegates In C<?ngress, and members
in our Committee of Safety, whom the free choice of the
people WQuid not admit in our Committee of Inspeetiqn,
not to say into the House of Assem~ly. Thus .the rig~]t of
election is fairly lost, and we may no longer complam of
attempts to tax us without our consent; for if matters con-
tinue in their present ehannel, we shall not only be taxed
without, but ao'ail1st our consent.

If my mem~ry ,serves me, a worthy member of the then
Assembly, on the ,18th of June, 1774, pointed out to the
freemen of this' city, in the clearest and strongest terms, the
danger of committing the choice of Delegates to the As-
sembly. But the eloquence of another prevailed; and to

.please one man, We then relinquished a .~ght which w!Il
never be exercised to aLII' advantage untIl we rj:)sume It.,
Our Assembly has as good a right 'to elect a King for us as
to appoin,t otIe mall to represent us in Congress or Commit-
tee of Safety, especially such as is not of their own body.
I win boldly affin1J, that they cannot retain that privilege
but at the expense of Olll"liberties. You have apologized,
I acknowledge, for the' kind of instructions given to the!r
Delegates in Congress; buty-ou. have passed over :V~1atIS
infinitely more- importaJlt-the nght they had to Instruct
them at all.

'You are 'a pretty good hand at framing apologies, and I
assure you I siart matters which m;ry st;md in need of tl1em,
purely for the good of my Gountry, and from a desire to
establish Our liberties. You will do me the favour, there-
fore, to offer a proper salve for such proceedings, as

~ ca~-
110t think they were bound by their, oaths to behave m this
manner. But if yo~ See these 'matters i~ the light I do, I
trust you will join' me in recommending to the House to
adopt some plan, at th~ present sitting, whereby every per-
son, who is to be oljr representative in any pu\>lick body,
may be annually elected, as the members of the House arc,
by the freemen at large, and thereby be brought under their
control, as they ought, W be, but at present are not. This
measure would be such ,an apology as would effectually re-
move, a.ll suspicion, of danger or dangerous designs. If not,
a Convention ought to do it. To leave it undone is, in
effect, to give up our lil;Jerties. TJlE CENSOR.
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late Convention. These being provided for, we doubt not
the Province would sustain its part in the present unhappy,
yet noble contest, with dignity to itself, and safety to the
whole. And we' rely that the united representation of the
Deputies -of the Province on that occasion convened, or
such other means as their wisdom might have proposed,
would have been effectua,l to give full relief.

But, gentlemen, we have further to inform yot;! that, after
having passed the vote for holding a Convention, the Com-
mittee had the pleasure of a conference wjth several of the
members of the House; and they fomi.d, with great satis-
faction, that those gentlemen indulged themselves in the
hopes that a full and equal representation would b." obtain-
ed, in consequence of petitions now before the hbnourable
House, from several of the Counties, and that the other
matters wQuld be alteJ;lded to. The Committee, therefore,
have ordered us, their Committee of COIT~spondence, not
to forward, for the present, their letters for calling the Con-
vention; and have instructed us to C{)mmunicate to you the
foregoing information; and, also, that they have prepared
petitions, to be signed by the inhabitants of this city, con-
curring in the :prayer for a more equal representation, the
event of which we wait.

..

_ By order of the Committee, and in their behalf, we. are,
gentlemen, your friends, &c.

THE COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE.

PHILADELPHIA COM~nTTEE TO THI; SEVERAL COUNTY <;OM-

MITTEES OF PENNSYLVANIA.

Philadelphia, March 5, 1776.

The Committee for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia
have always been attentive to the important duty enjoined
upon them by the resolution of the late Provincial Convention,
to call another Convention when they may judge it neces-
sary. But though many circumstances have occul'I'ed which
seemed to invite a general conference, yet the Committee
have been \villing to hope that security against every im-
pending evil would have been procuriJd, without subjecting
the Province to the trouble and expense, at this un,comfort-
able season of the year, of appointing Deputies, and attend-
ing in Convention. They would have been happy could
they have found their expectation so fully answered as the
exigence of the times required. On a re\;ew of the pro-
ceedings of the late sessions of Assembly, from a prospect
of the very vigorous me9,sures resolved updn by the British
Administration, which the latest accounts assure us may
every day be expected to take place; alarmed at the appear-
ance of intrigue, by the appointment of Commissioners (as
it is given out) to treat with the Colonies, though we have
reason to believe they are invested only with an insulting
power to pardon, (perhaps to corrupt and divide,) the Com-
mittee judged they could not acquit themselves to their own
consciences, to you, and to the American interest, had they'
not given the Province an immedia'te opportunity of a con..
ference, in which they might speak the unrestrained lan-
guage of detennined freemen, and act with that vigour which
has ever been the characieristick of Pennsylvania, when free
from the influence of partial counsels. The Committee
were' of opinion, at a late meeting, that a Provincial Con-
vention ought to be called. ,

Among other subjects, whi~h they proposed for consi-
deration, they had the following in view:

As the opposition given to the present measures arises
chiefly from the members representing the three interior
Counties, who constitute a majority of the House, though
two of them are inferior to several other of the Counties
which have not half their number of members, the p~oceed-
ings of the Assembly might more properly be said to be the
prQceedings of those three Counties than of the Province in
general; to concert means therefore of effecting a more full
and equal Representation, the Committee thought an object
worttIy your immediate attention; conducive to 'the strength
and 'dignity of the House of Assembly; and essentiaUy ne-
cessary to the safety of this Province in particular, and the
United Coloqjes in general.

As the present unequal Representatiem is the ground of,
every other complaint, the Committee had this principally
iri view. There are others which are attended with imme-
diate danger, and, we thought, required immediate remedy.
To name them will be sufficient:

GENERALLEE TO PRESIDENT OJ: CONGRESS.

Our Military Association labours under the imperfections [Read and debated,March9,1776.] .
and injustice of the" Rules and Articles," though almost a New-York,March 5,1776. ,

year has been employed in framing and correcting them. SIR: I received your commands on Sunday evening; and
The providing of Arms, &c., has been first intrusted, and should have answered them immediately, but waited fa).'the

since continued, (notwithstanding remonstrances,) to persons result of an application I had madp t6 Waterbury's and Ward',
\vho have in some instances so (ar peglected the duty as Regiments, requesting them to remain here until they can be
that they ~~ve it yet almost to begin..

" . replaced by a certain n\lmber of ~roo'ps&om Philadelphia
The.l\ifIlltaty measures of the ProVInce are under the dJ: and the Jerseys. They have unammously consented to stay

- rection of a Committee of Safety, many of the. members not till the 25th of this month, which is a fortnight longer
having the authority of the people, notwithstanding a power than the term they were inlisted for. ,BefOre the expira-
of>so great importance ought not to be intrusted to others tion of this time, I am in hopes that some measures will be
thap. theirimmediate Representatives. tak~n by the Congress; for throwing into the city, its envi-

The appointment of gentlemen as Delegates from this rons,. and Long-Island, a force sufficient to dispute the
Province in Congress, who are not of the Assembly, and ground with any number of troops we have reason to ex-
the instructions given to them, by which they are bound to pect; not that I would imply that those two Connecticut
disclose every, even military movement, and arc prevented Regiments remaining here would be able to prevent the
from the free exercise of their judgments as the necessity of landing and .lodging themselves in, the island; of even five
the times may require,'appear unsafe, as well as dishonoul'- , battalions of the gnemy, should they choose to attempt it,
able; to have a direct tendency to countenance the illiberal but these two regiments wi11 enable us at least to lay the
insinuations of our enemies; to create jealousies and divi- foundationoL the necessary works. I have ordered are-
sions among ourselves; and to mislead the neighbourmg Co- giment from the Jerseys, who will be here, I hope, in a few
lonies into a false opinion of the sense of this Province. days. I shall not, sir, trouble you with a detail of our in-

These, gentlemen, are the objects the Committee had intended works, as I shall have the honour of paying my re-
view to ~ecommend to your attenti<;m: They.also wish,ed to speets in p~r~on to. the <;ongress in a very few days, for on
confer wIth you on the means of gIVIng the aId of the back Thursday It IS my mtel;ltlOn to set olit.
Counties to the exposed parts of this Province on the navi- I am in very little pain about the execution of what we
gable waters, should they be actually invaded, and their have concerted, as it is committed to the hands of Lord
trade suspended, agreeable to your virtuous resolution at the Stirling, who shows much intelligence and activity. As

Pl{ILADELPHIA COMMITTEE.

Committee-Chamber, March 5, 1776.

Whereas some persons in this City, whose affluence ought
to set them above the temptation of taking an advantage of
the distresses oetheir fellow-citi7;ens, have, within a few day",
engrossed great quantities of Salt, 'R\1m, CGcoa, Coffee, Pep-
per, Sugar, and Molasses, in order to sell them again at exor-
bitant prices, ard thus add to the calamities of our country,'
while it is struggling under the oppressions of a bloody and
vindictive Ministry. .'

"

Resolved, therefore, That thiS Committee will most stea-
dily oppose such base and cruel practices, and expose the
authors of them, of whatever ran¥. and degree in life. For
which purpose the District Committees are requested to
make immediate inquiry into the grounds of this complaint,
and report to this Committee, to-morrow evening, the names
of those persons whom they find, or have good reason to
suspect,. of such practices, in order that justice may be done
to our suffering country, and those persons meet with the
infamy and treatment they deserve.

By order of the c;.ommittee of Inspection, &c.
. PETER Z. LLOYD, Secretary.
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this place wi]] probably be the scene of a good deal of ac-
tion, it would be prudent to add something to their present
stock of ammunition. I find by their returns, that there is
in the whole Colony, (that sent up to Fort Constitution in-
cluded,) five tons and a half.

The numerous body of professed Tories in Long' and
Staten Islands, with not a few within the wa]]s of the city,
is a most alarming consideration. The measure adopted by
the Provincial Congress, of obliging themto give bonds as a
security for their good behaviour, can answer no purpose
b~t that of rendering them more bit~er and virulent. The
first regiments of our gracious Sovereign's cut-throats which
arrive here will indubitably cancel these bonds. I am we]]
assured,

.

indeed, that. these bonds are made a publick joke. of
already by t~e worthy gentlemen who gave them. In short,
the friends to liberty are, to a man, convinced that the Tories
will take arms when encouraged by the appearance of any
Royal troops. The delicacy of our situation, and the danger-
ous crisis of affairs, have therefore determined me to take a
decisive step, which alone, according to my judgment, can
secure us. I have offered a test, drawn up in such terms
that, refusal or consent to take it, must ,be a criterion by
which we may be able to distinguish those whose swords
are whetted to plunge into the vitals of their country, and
whose (if not drawn in defence of the common rights) may
be expected to remain quietly in their scabbards. The first
I have directed to be seized without further ceremony; and

~ should think myself highly criminal in omitting so salutary
a step, before it is' too late. Perhaps I judge wrong; if I do,
I must myself take the shame of being reputed weak, rash,
an~_precipitate. The intelligence I have received from Ge-
neral Washington wi]], at all events, justify in "sOmemeasure
my dispensing with forms.' ...
.

I am, sir; with the greatest respect, your most obedient,
humble servant,

.

C
.

LHAlILES EE.

To the Honourable J()hn Hancock, Esq., President of the
Continental Congress.

GENERAL LEE TO COLONEL ISAAC SEARS.

New'YQrk, March 5, 1776.

SIR: As I have received intelligence from the Command-
er-in-Chief that there is the greatest reason to expect very
soon at thffi place a considerable army of the enemy, it ap-
pears to me that I should be in the highest degree culpable,
that I should be responsible to God, my own conscIence,
and to the Continent of America; in suffering" at so danger-
ous a crisis, a knot of professed foes to liberty and their
country to remain any longer within our own bosom, eith~r
to tUI!) openly against us in arms, (in conjunction with the
enemy,) or covertly to furnish them with inte]]igence, and
carryon a correspondence, to the ruin of their country. I
must desjre that you wi]] offer the enclosed Test to the peo-
ple of whom I send you a list. Tneir refusal might be
considered an avowal of their hostile intentions. You are
therefore to secure their persons, and, without loss of time,
to send them up, as irreclaimable enemies to their country,
to close custody in Connecticut. Richard Flukit is to have
no conditions offered to him, but to be secured without
ceremony. I am, sir, yours;

CHARLES LEE, Major-General.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Sears, Deputy Adjutant-General.

COLONEL NICOLL TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.
,

Fort Constitution, March 5, 1776,

- GE!>'"TLEMEN:This garrison is greatly in want of many
articles at present, especially sallee, beef, soap, candles,
drmk, and fuel; I)either' have we had any &esh provisions
for two months past, the want of which is a great discour-
agement to the men, as they work daily. We are also in
want of pots, tramels, bowls, and dishes, for the barracks, as
there are none here but what the Commissioners claim, and
say they must have, to carry to PooploQP's Kill. There
must be a sufficient quantity of those necessaries provided
and sent here shortly, or the garrison will be in a bad Situa-
tion when the Commissioners call for theirs. I should not
have troubled you with these matters,but have wrote to Mr.
Livingston, according to your directions, formally on that
llead,and received for answer, that Mr. Phelps, who was

appointed to provide for this garrison, would be here in a
short time, and make the necessary provision; but he has
not attended yet, neither do I know when he will.

Enclosed you have an account delivered to me by the
Commissioners, for powder, ball, and cartridge-paper, by
them delivered to Captain Raymond, previous to my taking
the command here; none of which he returned. You can
deal with him, for them, as you think proper. Several of the
l\linute-men now in garrison are destitute of guns; neithe~
are they able to procure them, by reasol). of their scarcity,
and there is a numberof good arms in store, but the Com-
missioners are not willing to let them go without orders, as
they were directed to keep them safe in their custody. I
think it would be prudent to let the men have arms and
accoutrements, so' as to be properly equipped, in order that
they may be disciplined to the use of them, provided the
commanding officer of any sucn deficient company will give
his receipt for them, and engage to return them, when he is
discharged from this garrison, as good as he received them.

r shall be able in a few days to make a return of the state
of my regiment, having despatched the necessary orders for
that purpose. It is absoh,tely necessary that a baker should
be fixed here upon some certain principle, there having been
no provision made by the Commissary for that purpose.
While CapJain Raymond commanded, he gave flour to a
baker, who returned an equal weight of bread, and allqwed
him soldier's pay, with all necessary attendance; which I
think is too much wages, amounting to ten or twelve pounds
per month. I have partly agreed with the same man, who
is a good baker, and now out of the service, for four pounds
per month, but he requires to have 1}iswood, and people to
attend upon him, and I do not know what to do about closing
the bargain. Would be glad of some instructions in the
premises, or that a baker may be otherwise appointed.

'I am, genilemyn, your "most obedient and very humble
servant ,

ISAAC NICOLL.

To the Honourable Provincial Congress for the Colony of
New- York.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.-

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,
March 5, 1776, Present: , .

His Honour the Governour, Jabez Huntington, Jedediah
Elderkin, Joshua lf1est, Nathaniel Wale;, Jun., and B.
Huntington, Esquires. '

Voted, An order of one hundred and fiflY Pounds, on
the Pay-Table, infavo)lr of Captain Uriah Haydon. (Or-
der given of this date.) ,

An order was given to Colonel Sears to forward three
tons of Iron to Captain Benjamin Williams, or Captain
Hayden, at SaybTQok.

An order was this day given to JQnathqn Fitch, Esq., to
furnish Provisions for the Brig Defence for a cruise of nine
~b. '

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,
iJ'larch 14, 1776, Present;

,

His Honour the Governour, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Hun-
tingtoTi" William fVilliams, Jedediah Elderkin, Joshua
West, Nathaniel Waks, Jun., and Benjamin Huntington,
Esquires.

.

Voted, That Mr. JQhn JJfcCleave, of New-Haven, 'bf~
and he is hereby, appointed Second Lieutenant of the Brig

. Defence, instead of Lieutenant HQpki'm, resigned.
VQted, That Captain Joseph Thompson be, and he is

h~reby, appointed as a Lieutenant, to inlist thirty Men to
carry on and finish the Works begun at Blac'k-&ck, in
New-Haven, and to serve as troops under command of said
Thompson at said Works, or where tbey shall be ordered in'
defenc~ ?f this Colony, until further orders. Said Lieute-
nant Thompson to appoint two Sergeants to assist him in
said service.

.
. .

Whereas, the Treasurer ,of thiB Colony is doubtful con-
cerning his duty to receive, the Continental Bills into the
Treasury in discharge of publick Taxes, laid by Act of the
General Assembly, to be paid in Bills of Credit of this
Colony, or silver or gold; and thereon he hath ma~e appl..
cation to the Governour and his Committee, appointed to
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assist him in the recess of the General Assembly, for their
advice. . And, whereas, it is necessary to support the union
of the Colonies, and the free circulation and credit of Conti-
nental Bills, that they be lE!y,eived in all payments. There-
upon it is,

Resolved, (By the Governour and his Council aforesaid,)
:That it is their clear and unanimous opinion, that the Trea-
surer take and receive the Continental Bills, so called, in all
payments in the Treasury, and that he notify the same in
the publiek newspapers, that the Constables and Collectors
of Taxes in this Colony may conform themselves accord-
ingly.. .

Voted unanimously.

Orders made for Captain Edward Mott to repair with
his Company to his station at Groton, and advise the Gover-
nour, from tiij1e to time, of his situation and proceed-
ings, &c. .

Voted, That Etiphalet Dyer and William Williams,
.Esqs., be appointed a Committee to repair to Philadelphia,
and apply to Continental-Congress for a remittance of Con-
tinental Bills due this Colony, and bring forward the sum re-
ceived. To inform of the situation and circumstances of our
two Regiment~ sent to _ZVew-York, and receive directions
concerning them. To ask the loan of Cannon fi"9m New-
York; and also desire the Colonels of the two Connectici,[t
Reo-iments to remain there until further instructions. Ando .
to confer wIth our Delegates and others, on the matters
relative to the state of the United Colonies, and the things
needful for our defence and security, and to follow such
instructions as are given them; and make report accord-
ingly.'

-.

Voled, That Jabez Huntington and Benjamin Hun-
tington, Esqs., be appoinfed a Committee to take the best
advice they think proper concerning the mode of rigging
the Row-Galley now building by Captain Lester, and
order said Galley to be rigged accordingly.

And dismissed till next Tuesday.

At a meeting of the Governour and ~ouncil of Safety,
A-farch 18, 17'76, Present:

His Honour the Governour, Elip~alet Dyer, Jabez Hun-
. tington, William Williams,Nathaniel Wales,Jedediah EI-
rJerkin,Joshua West, and Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

Called by special order of the Govel\lour. on receiving
advice from General Washington, that the Troops ',:ere with-
drawing from Boston, and bound, as he supposes, to New-
York, and entreating that two thousand men from the
frontiers of this Colony may be forthwith thrown into New-
York, till he can march his Army th.ere.

Samuel Brya~t and Zebulon White were present, who
had been sent for near Middleborough, &c., as Cannon
Founder and Moulder, &c. The first demands two Dol-
lars, and the other one and one-third Dollar per day, and to
be supported. And having great necessity of them, and
they affirming that they have had, and are offered the same
near home, it is, therefore, and on that ground, agreed to
allow them that pay and ~upport. But it is agreed and
understood, that if said Bryant does not succeed, he is to
have no other allowance than his support. And they are
desired and sent forward to Salisbury for the purpose of
pursuing the business,of making Cannon, &c.

It is Votecl, That Colonel Joshua Porter be, and he is
hereby, appointed chief Provider and Overseer of the works
at the Furnace in Salisbury, and to do whatever shall be
needful and proper to promote the publick service at that
place, observing such orders as shaH be given to him frdm
time to time by his Ronour the Governour and this Council,
or the Gen~ral A,s~emblyof this QoJony, and keep proper
accounts, to be rendered when required. (And this sent
in a Letter to said Porter by sa,idworkmen.)

Ia con'sequence of a Letter from General Washington to
his Honour, of the 14th instant, informing that the enemy
have embarked their Tro9ps, and are now ma,kinga shame-
ful retreat from Boston, and destined, in all probability, to
New- York, a place, as he says, of infinite importance,
both to them and us, and that much depends upon the
priority of possession; and therefore entreating us imme-
diately to throw two tho.usandJpen into that City, ITomthe

frontiers of this Colony, to maintain the place till he can
arrive there with the Army under his command.

It is, on consideration, Voted and Resolved, as the
unanimQJJsopinion of this' Board, That the emergency of
the present case is fully within the meaning and provisiQn
of the law of this Colony providing for the relief and
succour of any towns or places attacked by the enemYl or
in danger thereof. And that the present is a very impor-
tant case, and may in its consequences determine the fate
of America. And that therefore his HonoW the Gover-
nour be adyised, and he is advised, to give immediate
orders to the Colonels or present commanding Officers of
the Fourth, Ninth, Sixteenth, Second, Seventh, Tenth, and
Twenty-Third Regiments of Militia, forthwith to assemble,
their respective Regiments in whole or in parts, as, they
shall judge most proper, and unless a suitable proportion, as
hereafter mentioned, shall freely and forthwith voluntari1y,
(as is hoped they will,) offer themselves, that they imme-
diately detach the following numbers of able-bodied men
ITom their respective Regiments, viz: From the Fourth
Regiment, three hundred and sixty; ITomthe Ninth, three

.
hundred a,nd sixty, and &om the Sixteenth, one hundred
and eighty men, inclusive of OffLcers,or very nearly, and
not exceeding those numbers, to be formed into one Regi-
ment or Battalion, ,to consist of ten Companies of ninety
men each, including Officers, and to be under the command
of Colonel G. &llick Silliman, Lieutenant-Colonel John
Mead, and Major John Chandler, and under such Captains
and other Officers in the present Militia, or that have been
lately in service, as the Field-Officers in the several Regi-
ments from which they may be taken or drafted shall ap-
point or agree to. And tha..t from the Second Regiment,
two hundred and seventy; from the Seventh, three hundred
an1 sixty; from the Tenth, one hundred and eighty, and
from the Twenty-Third, ninety men, including Officers,
or very nearly, but not exceeding that number, to be formed
into one Regiment or BattaJion, to consist of ten Compa-
nies of. ninety mell each, including Officers, arid to be
under the command of Colonel ~Matthew Talcott, Lieute-
nant-Colonel Jabez Thompson, and Major Silvanus Graves,
and such Captains and other Officers as aforesaid, as the
Field-Officers 'in the several Regiments from which,they
may be taken or drafted, shall appoint or agree to; and
that said Regiments forthwith march, or repair by land or
water to New- York, to be under the command of the
Commander-in-Chief there, to assist in s~curing and main-
taining that place until General rVashington can arrive there
with the Army under. his c0I!1mand,and they be properly
dismissed, whieh may be soon expected. And while in
service they to be entitled to tl)e Same wages, &c., as the
other Troops in the New-England Colonies are entitled to.

Jonathan Fitch, Esq., and Captain Samuel Squire, are
appointed to make proper provision for the march and
transportation of the Troops now ordered to New- York, by
land or water, as shall be found best, and for their subsist-
ence on their march or passage, if need be, keeping clear
accounts to be laid before Congress.

'

Tuesday, March 19, 1776.

Met again by adjournment from yesterday.
Present; the same as yesterday, except Mr. Wales, ill

with the gout; and P. M:, added, his Honour ,the Deputy-
Governour.

.

Mr. Babcock, of New-Haven, came in, &c., and moved
sundry things; among others, put in ~ Memorial praying
1ibertyto erect a Powder-Mill, in behalf of Jeremiah Atwa-
ter, Isaac Doolittle, David Austin, and himself, and pro-
mising immediately to set about and finish it for the purpose
of manufacturing Gunpowder. And on consideration is
granted to be erected at New-Haven, with condition and
expectation that the matter be pursued and perfected with
all possible despatch. . .'

,.

(Copy of substance gave Mr. Doolittle, May 2, 1776.)
And the time very busHy spent in preparing Orders, Let-

ters, &c.,. to
.
the Colonels of the seven Regiments before

mentioned, ITom whom men were yesterday directed to
be drafted for the New- York expedition, &c.; and many
prepal1ltions to set forward that affair, till about four
o'dock, P. M.
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Militia Regiments lately ordered, and concert proper mea-
sures relative to both; and to consult the two Colonels
named in the circumstances of their respective Regiments;
to direct and o~der them, if need be, to continue in the ser..

.

vice till advice can be received from the Continental Con-
gress, and conform themselves to such orders as shall be
received; otherwise to order them as emergency do require,
as well as the two 1\iilitia Battalions; and report to the Go-
vernour and Council accordingly.

Voted, That Eliphalet Dyer and William Williams, Es-
quires, be a Committee to' repair to Philadelphia, to apply
to the honourable Continental Congress for a remIttance of
Continental Bills for this Colony; to give their receipts, and
forward and deliver to the Treasurer of the Colony the sum
received on its behalf; to urge the necessity and expediency
of such a supply; to inform of the state and number of the
Continental Battalions in Continental senrice, and especially
of those lately sent to New- York; also, to show the num-
ber and circumstances, and ask, directions concerning the.
Prisoners of various denominations in tbis Colony, and make
report to the Governour and Council accordingly.

Voted, That Eliphalet Dyer and William Williams, Es-
quires, be a Committee to repair to Philadelphia, to confer
with our Delegates, and others, relative to the present state
of the United Colonies; on the things needful for our de-
fence and safety; on the subject and on the manner of treat-
ment of the Commissioners sent from Great Britain; and
to inform what they find relative to and necessary for the
safety. and security of New- York, and places adjacent; and
make report to the Governour and Council ac~ordingly.

Voted, ThatEJiphalet Dyer and TVilliam Williams, Es-
quires, be directea to purchase, at .J.Vew-York or Phila-
delphia, sufficient quantity of Rigging for the Colony Ship
now building, or procure Hemp sufficient to make the same,
as shall appear most advantageous for t11isColony, and for-
ward the same, if in Hemp, to Mr. James Tilley, at New-
London-if in Rigging, to Captain Uriah Hayden, at Say-
brook-and give as early advice as possible of their pro
ceedings thereon.

Voted, That Eb'phalet Dyer and TFilliam Williams" Es-
quires, make use of so much of the Colony's Money, that
ihey shall receive at Philadelphia, as to pay for the Rig-
ging or Hemp which they are ordered to purchase for the
Colony Ship; and, a18o, pay what is due'to CoJonel Isaac

£6 16"0 Sears, for sundries he purchased for this Colony; take re-
.

2 r:: ceipts for what they pay, and lodge the same with the Pay-;) 0 Table, and take their order on the Treasurer, to answer so
far as they pay, in lieu of lodging the money.

7 1 0 ,Voted, That Mr. David Trumbull, as soon as possible

14 2 0 he can, fQrwardwhat Colony Arms he has in hands to Mr.
Joshua Huntington, in Norwich, to be by him forwarded'

£30 4 0 to New-London, to Captain John Ely, now stationed there
in the Colony service, and take a proper receipt accord-
ingly; and, a]s6, that Colonel Williams, in like manner, de-
liver fiye Colony Arms now in his hands.

Voted, That Colonel Huntington is desired to procure
four Hand-Carts to be made, for the use of the Colony
Works at New-London.

'
Voted, That John Mills is appointed Lieutenant of the

Troops employed for defence at the Fortifications at F,air-
field.'

,

Voted, That Samuel Smedley is appointed Lieutenant of
Marines on board the Brig Defence, belonging to this Ca-
lony.

Voted, That the number of Men lately ordered for
Guards, and building Battery at New-Haven, be augment-
ed; that, instead of thirty, there be allowed fifty; that Cap-
tain Joseph Thompson, in the former v,ote appointed a
Lieutenant, b(Ja Captain of said fifty Men, with liberty of
one Lieutenant for said Company, to be nominated and
appointed by Colonels Dyer and Williams on their way to
Philadelphia next week.

Voted, That tl;1eGuns, Barrels, and Gun-Locks, lately
imported intp ]Yew-Haven hy Cdlone\ Sears, be purchased
(if suitable, and ,to be reasonably had) for the use of thn
Colony; and that Colonel Dyer and Colonel Williams,
going that way, be desired to inquire, and make the pur-
chase if they think advisable.

.

.

Those thinO'swere despatched by Mr. Lane, of Killing-
worth, with ;rders to carry and send and deliver to whom
directed, &c.

The ~[itter of Colonel Dyer and Colonel Williams, the
expediency oOheir going to Philadelph£a, &e., taken up,
and aITaindiscoursed largely: The Deputy-Governour not
preser:! before, heartily approves it, and all present remain
of the same opinion, &c. Colonel Doolittle objects, &c.,
and I am not willing, &c. And considered and advised
that the Governour will please to propose proper instruc-
tions, &c:,and lay them before the ne;<.tmeeting, &c.

Mr, Waters, one of the Engineers, came in, and dis-
coursed about the matter of the Fortifications at New~Lon-
don, &c., and urges to be excused from that sen,jce, from
an apprehension that Colonel it/ott and he should not agree,
&c., &c.; but are not willing to release him, but advise that
he go down directly, and assist in the best manner, &e.,
&c.

Adjourned till Friday next.

At a 'meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,
Friday, It/arch 22, 1776, by adjournment from Tuesday;
Present:

His Honour the Governour, Hon. Deputy-Governour
Griswold, Jabez Huntington, Esq., William Williams, Je-
dediah Elderkin, Joshua West, and Benjamin Huntington,
Esquires.

A I;etter from Colonel Talcott, who is ordered to New-
York, &c., showing his insuperable difficultic'Srespecting
Guns, and want of marching money, &c. .

Voted, That Mr. HQsmer furnish Colonel Talcptt, for the
use of his Regiment, with such number of Guns, ap.d Bayo-
nets, which he had procured for the Col?ny, as sh~1l be
found indispensably necessary for them, bemg bound HI an
expeditiqp to ~ew'- Y(Jrk, to assist in defending that place
until Gep.eral Wa$hington can aHive, &c.; and a Letter sent
him, enclosing the above, &c., informing that Colonel Fitch
is ordered. to provide for the march or passage, and if money
is necessary, to advance or borrow, as there is none in th~
Treasury, &c,.

Allowed an Account of Sims Edgerton, Jail-keeper at
Norwich, for keeping Dr. Church.

From 24th November to 22d it/arch, is seven-,
teen ~veeks, at eight Shillings,. - - - -

Seven and a half loads of Wood, at six Shil-
linD's, - - - - .

Guar~!ing the Jail forty-seven days, at three
Shillings, - - - -

Providing, paying, and finding two Sentries,
forty-seven' nights, at six Shillings, - - -

Allowed an Account of Sethlt/iner, for building a Yard
and Pickets about Norwich Jail, to secure Dr. 'Church, ac-
cording'to.th"e order of Congress, &c., amounting to nine-
teen Pounds thirteen Shillings and ten Pence. (An Order
given for both.)

Voted, That his Honour the Governour be desired to,~i.,
rect the Sheriff of New-London County, not to suffer Dr.
Church to go abroad, nor out of close prison, more than
once in each week, and that with the Sheriff's own personal
attendance, until further orders.

'Voted, That El£phalet Dyer and William 1f'ill£ams,Es-
quires, be a Committee fully authorized and empowered to
move the Convention of the Colony of New- York, or, in
their absence, the Corpmittee or Council of Safety, for the
loan of such a number and size of <::;annonas they can
spare without detriment; to' urge the necessity of such. a
measure, and. to secure the return of the value thereof m
behalf of this Colony; when obtained, forthwith to forward

.
them, and make' report to" the Governour and CO'\Jncil of
Safety accordingly.

.

Voted, That Eliphalet Dyer and William Williams, Es-
quires, be a Committee to confer with the

.

Commander-i/).-

Chief at New- York, concerning the necessity of the two
Connecticut Battalions, under command of Colonels T¥ater-

:hury and Ward" continuing in service, and also of the two
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At, a meeting, &c., Saturday, ]j[arcl~ 23,1776, Present: CALVERT COUNTY(MARYLAND)COMMITT)j:E.
His Honour the Governour, Honourable Deputy-Gover- At Mr, Thol\1as Clever]y Dare's, on the Cljffs, "(

nour, Colonel Jabez Hun/ington, William Williams, Jede- Calvert County, March 6, 1776. 5
diah Elderkin; and Benjamin Huntington, Esquires. , Whereas a Man-of-War, supposed to be of twenty guns,

Voted That Ca ptain Theop hilus Stanton of S
.

tonin
.

rrton or upward
.

s, and two Tenders--one a Sloop, the other a ',
.'

,
b'

"

.be and he is appointed Captain of the Row-Galley build- Schooner-both arined vessels, have anchored off thIs shore
ing at Norwich. yesterday afternoor:, (the Ma~"'Or-Wa:r ab~ut six, miles ,off,

Voted That the Men raised inlisted and stationed on the Tenders close m shore, w\thm one 11111e,)wIth desIgn,
the Sea-Coasts of this' Colony fo; defenc~, through the en- . as !S suspected,

~

thilt is inimical to this neighbourhood, ,
suing season, who shall find ,and equip themselves with good. .hi.vrng taken a !Vew-England V es~,el yester?ar noon at the
and sufficient Fire-Anmi and Accoutrements caminO" them ~uth of the Rnrer. The CommIttee consIstmg of the fol-
to be appraised, shap be a11,ow?4three Shilli;gs for the use lowing 'gentI.emen, viz: Colonel Benjamin Mackall, Major
of each Gun' and If lost SpOIled or damaO"edin the ser- James llTilkmson, Messrs. SamuclHance, Edward Re y-,

"
,

"

b -.
' Gvice, by inevitable Providence, the owner to be paid the nolds, Walter S,m~th, Kenzy Joh~s, Dr. James raJf, Dr.

value of such loss or damage sustained.
.

E. {ohnson, and Mr. James He~ghe. Mr. Hance m the
Voted That his Honour be desired to direct the Com- ChaIr; E. Johnson, Clerk.

mittee of the Lead-Mine at Middletown, ~s soon as m~y Resol~ed, That at this time of imminen! danger the Colo-
be, to forward one ton of said Leas! to Mr. Nathaniel nel of thIs C:0untybe empowered, an~ ,h.eIShe~eby empow-
ShQw, of New-LQndon, for the ?se of the Colony, as the ered, to ~ta~lOnany number of the .MilItIa of tIns COl-mtyas
Governour shall order. ", he shall thmk proper, not exceedmg onehundred men, to,

Voted, 'TIJat Elijah Backus, Esq., be e~ployed and de-, watch the motions of th.e said Vessel.s,and.to repel any force
~ sired, as soon ,as may be, to work ana manufacture two ITomthem ; a~cl to empower the comJ?andmg officer,or offi-

Ship-Anchors, of twelve hundred weight each, for the use cers, o~ the s~Id ~uard t~ ,contract Wolthany person or per~
of the Colony.

".
sons to supply wIth provlsJ.onsth7 saId guard. .

Voted, That the Row-Galley building at New-Haven Or~l}red, That the Clerk do m~ormthe honourable the
be caITed the Whiting. .And sundry Letters prepared, ~oQnc1l of Safe~yof these p,roc(;)edmgs,by post or express,
Copies, &c. And dismissed. dlrc?tly, for thClrordersherem. .,

.S1gned by order: E. JOHNSON,Clerk pro tern.
To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas.Jenifer) Esq.

. ,
At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety,

at Norwich, ~[arch 27, 1776, Present:
. ,

Bis' Honour the Governour, his Honour the Deputy-
Governour, Jabez Huntington, Jedediah Ef.derkin, and
Benjamin Hunt1:ngton, Esquires..

Ordered Mr. James Tilley to purchase what Rope-
Yarns he cOlild of Mr. Evan Jtlqlbone, and what Yarns
will be needful to furnish the Colony Ship with Cordage
for Rigging, and manufacture the same'at the cheapest rate
that he can.

. ,

.
C. DL:GAN TOM,A.RVL.AND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, March 6, 1776.

GENTLEME;N: Your favour is now before m,e, desiring
my baking the remainder of your flour as quick as possible,
which I a~1);:qot able to do, on account of the low price you
have allowed~, This last three n10nths we have sunk con~'
sid(;)rable money in baking for you, owing to the great ad-
vance in the price of wood, wages;'provisions,&c. ; that \ve
have been obliged to make an entjre stop of baking your
flour in my hands, which,wearesoTI:J for. At the time I
began to bake for you, wood was boii.ght from eight shillings
to ten shillings per cord, and most ow.

.

1er articles in propor-
tion. We have been obliged all this winter to give from
twenty shillings to thirty shil1ings' for wood, and much such
prices for everything else. However, the bearer, l\Ir. Hol-
lingsworth, can infol'l}1you better than I can of the rise. of
almost every necessary oflife, and the.impossibility of baking
now for you at three shillings per hundred. I imagine 'we
have got baked, of your flour, about one' thousand barrels,
and have yet on hand about fO\lr or five hundred ba.rrels,
yet unbaked, which I wish was baked, as it is growing very
bad., .

,. .

I have a brig lying in Boston, New-England, that will
carry about tweJve hundred barrels of flour; a fine,vessel,
and well found; have a good man as master for her,
that can be much depended on as to conduct and attach-
ment to our cause. .

1 would propose either selling her, or
chartering to you; which, if we could agree, would have
her ordered round immeriiately; and, as she is a small ve,s-
sel, and counted a very fast sailer, do 't)1inkwe could get
her ro?nd with con,siderablesafety; for, if the King's ships
were 1\1our bay, of which she could hear at the Capes,
must then go intQ ChincQteaguc,Sinepuxeni, or some other
inlet there. .

.

You will please take tbis into your consideration, and
give me. an a'nSWerin two or three days, when I expect to
be with you in Annapolis tor that purpose;' as, -also, to see
what is to be done with the, r~~stof your flour in my hands.
And am, gentlemen, your most obedient, hmnble servant,

,

. Cem3D. DeGAN. .

To. the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

FOURTH SER1ES.-VOL. v.

, ,
JOSHUA BEALL TO MARYLAND COT]:Ij'CIL OF SAFETY. '

March 6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I have agreed with William Thomas to act
as Adjutant to the Twenty-Fifth Battalion of Militia. If a
cOlnniissionis to be filled up for him, please to enclose it to,'
me. I have not yet heard that any persons are commis..;
sioned as Majors to this battalion. Captain Andrew Beall,
it seems, ha~ applied for one, and, Jam told" is so sure of
getting a Majority; that he has quit the command of his
company as Captain. "Ye bave had great confusion about
the appointment of Field-Oilicers already. I ordered a:
meeting of officers yesterday, many of whorn attended, and
find, by them, that Andrew Beall would be a person very'
disagreeable, both to themsClves and companies. Some of
the officers declare they will not be ~bmriuinqed by him,
and seemed desirous that I should recommend gentlemen,
for l\L~ors. This might be giving offence to many, as I at

'

this time do not know who would be, mo.st proper persons
for that post, I can only give it as my-opinion, that Tho-
mas Williams and Richard lIall, who were the choice of,
the majority of the officers heretofore, would be the most
likely to give satisfaction.to the officers and men in general.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, bumble servant,
. . . JOSHUA BEALL:

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ]jlaryland.

ROBERT TAYLOR 'I'O.JOHN HALL.

SIR: As the Council of Safety seem to be at a loss who
to. appoint as Majors to ourbattaJion, I shall take the liberty
of recommending two gentlemen to your notice, viz: Cap-
tain Thomas Snowden and Lieutenant. Walter Bowie; they
'are both very worthy, aud lam sure will give general satis-
faction. It is said our Quatter;master, Mr. Wootton, will
,be advanced ;if he should) Mr. J.'.frlagruder would he'
exceeding proud to succeed him jn that ~usiness. I have
nothing to add) only that I am, sir, your most humble ser.:.
vant '

,,
ROBERT TAYLOR.

To John Hall, Esq
-'

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFEr£' TO COMMJTT£ESJN ~RE-
DERICK COUNTY;"

.

[No. 31.] Annapolis,March 6, 1776. .
GENTLEMEN: Yq,u heretofore rei~eived ITOIYlthe Council

qf Safety an order to collect ~1J' the~ publicka.'rms in your
District, and return a state there<?f. 'The publick service, ,
now requires thai they should be sent do\vnto .;1nnapolis
as soon 'as possible. We, therefore, request you 'to send
whateverpublickarms may be in your custody, or power,

6
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J'R~SIDE.NT OF C01'j"GRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.,
Philadelpbia, March 6, 1776.

SIR: Since my last, I have had the honour of recei~
,your letters of the 24th and 30th of January, 9th, 14th,
'18th, 21st, and 26th of February, which Wf:re communi-
cated to Congress. On the settlements and adjustments of
accounts, the Congress have not yet come to any determi-
nation; nor have they yet had, time to contrive expedients
(or remedying the inconveniences mentioned in that of the
9th" which.is referred to, and will be taken up, in a Com-
mittee of the Whole. '

The Congress highly approve your care and attention in
,stopping Lord Drummon4's letter, and entirely concur with

: you in sentiment with regard to his Lordship's officious and
unwarrantable r,eaI. '

The situation of the Middle and Southern Colonies hath
engaged the attention of Congress'. ' These are di~ided into
two departmerits: the Middle, comprehending New- York,
New-Jersey, Penn$ylvania,'Delaware, and Maryland, under
the command of a Major-Gel!eral and two Brigadier-Gene-,

rals; the SQuthern, comprehending Virgim:a, North and
South-Carolina, and, Georiia,under the command of a

. Major-General and fQur Brigadier-Generals. As there is
reason to think that, the force of our enemies will be directed Philade1phia,March 6, 1776.
against the Colonies in the SQuthern Department, Major- DEAR SIR: An express goes off in 'a few hours for the
General Lee is appointed to that command. The Briga- camp, and affords just'time to hint a few things, which I
dier-Generals are, John Arm$trong, William Thompson, An- beg you will commynicate to the hon.ourable House.,
drew Lewis, James Moore, Esq., Lord Stirling, and Ro- It is of great importance that yo~r Militia should be well
bert Howe, Esq. Of these gentlemen, GeneralArrnstrong arrheq and equipped; and powder .is essentially necessary.
is directed to repair to South-Carolina; General Lewis and Without it, what will be the distresses of the s~a-coast
GeneraLHowe to Vi']!inia; General ~Moore to North- Caro- frontiers, and how can they defend themselves? I have
lina; and General 'l'hompson and Lord Stirling to New- heard of my vessel i,n the service of the Colpny, arid am
York. And that our affairs in Canada may be uuder the apprehensive of her being detained at St. Antonio, ih Spain.
direction. of an .able officer, and General Schuyler's health I saw a letter from the masttjr to the cpmmander of a ship
not 'permitting him to go thither, or, if he could, as his pre':' arrived in. this place, and find that Captain Johnson was
sence is so necessary in New- Y01'k, the Congress have waiting for his crew, which had been despatched from Bil-
promoted Brigadier-General Thomas ,to the rank.of a Major- boa by Messrs. Guad

* * ten days before, and o~ght to ha,'e
General, and directed him to repair to Canada, and take the, arrived in two' or three days at most. He was very uneasy,
command9f the Contin~ntal Forces in that quarter. I have and intended to get aniJthercrew if his own did not arrive
accord.inglr en~losed him his COI?mis~ion, and am ~~ desire so~m; arid.I have sin~e heard a rumbur that the vessel is de-

. you will gn,e him orders to repaIr, with aU -expedition, to tamed, which there IS reasori to (ear. She had on bpard
his post. To enable him to execute the purposes Congress fouf, hundred and, thirty barrels of powder, or, in other
have in view in Canada, they have ordered twelve battering- words, twenty-one tons and a half; and, should ~he arrive,
cannon to be sent from New- York, and have forwarded kIl; will deaf for the Colony seven thousand five hundred
tons 'of Pbwder. Of this article, we have lately received pounds lawful" estimating the powder at five shi11ings per
several supplies, ani:! have some time ago ordered five tons pound, which.is low.' But this is 11 trifling consideration
and a half to be sent to you; which, if you have not already comparcd with other advantages. Five tpns were, ordercd
received, will, I hope, soon reach you. The Congress have to Cqmbridge about a week since from the Jerseys; since
also ordered len tons more of powder to be sent to you, which, tweI)ty-seven tons and a half hav,e arrived here, with
which will set out to-morrow or next day. Besides this, about five tons of saltpetre, and three hundred stand of arnlS.

'

in the beginning of Jast month they ordered ten tons of Ten tons of this powder is also ordered to the camp at Cam-
saltpetre to be sent,to Mr. '¥isner's. powder-mi11, in the Co~ 5ri~f5e; bu~ this ~ill not equip your Militia., Pray let a
fony of New- York; and on the 12th of the same month, petItIon be ImmedIately preferred for the return of the pow-
ten tons to Mr. Livingston's mi11, in the same Colony, and del' which we have lent the Continent, and I apprehend it
ten tons to the CouueiI of JJfassach.use,tts, with ,a desire to Ciln be obtained-I mean the powder collec,ted fium the
have it manufactured into, gunpowder with an possible ex- towns in the Massaclmsetts. Mr. Hunt can fl,lrnish a list of
pedition, a\1d sent to you for the use of the Army under your the most of them. I would beg one thing filfther, that you

_ command. Besides this, I have the pleasure to inform you - wi11not suffer any of your stocks of ammunition to he car-
that the powder-mills in this' Colony are employed, and ried out of the Colony, or into the camp, without pressing
mpre mills are building, which will lie employed; so that l necessity, or the desire of Congress. News is just arrived
have strong hopes we shall soon have a plentiful supply of of five tons mdte powder imported into North- Carolina, and
that necessary article. each Colony looks out for itself, as the times require it.

With regard to arms, r am afraid we shall, for a time, be The Congres~ have this day preferred General Thomas,
under some difficulty. The importation is how more pre- and made him a Major-General. He is ordered.to proceed,
carious and dangerous. To remedy this, a Committee is w,thout delay, to Canada ; and General Lee is to go to the
appointed to contract {<;Irthe making arms; and, as there Ssmthcrn Colonies.

'

isa great number of gunsmiths in this and tbe neighbouringW e are obliged tp the honourable House for the Journals
Colonie's, I.flatter myself we shall soQ.I1be able to provide and Acts of Assembly lately sent here, and hope that the
ourselv~s witho1,lt ris}{ or danger. But we must, like other other Journals will beJorwarded 'when ready, and that one
States engaged in the like gloriou,s struggle) contend with or more perSons will be appointed to transmit weekly the
difliculties. By perseverapce, 'and the blessing of God, I ,doings of the Assembly, as great, advantages will result to
trust, if we continue to deserve freedom~ we shall be en-

\

the Colony ITom. thiS: step. ,The file of letters, merno-
.abled to or-ercome them. To thai Being, in whose hands is Jandum, and day-books of tbe Committee of Supplies, are

to u~ in Annapolis, by Captain Stricker's Company, or
under a guard; and whatever expense may be' incurred
shall be fully reimbursed.

We are, &c.
To the .committees of Observation for the several Districts

of Frederick County.

theJate of nations, I recommend you and the Anny under
your command.

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of esteem,
sir, your most obedient, humble servant,,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To His Excellency General Washington.

P. S. The enclosed letter I request the, favout' you will
please order to be delivered to Mr. Ou,*hing.

PRESIDENT OF CO~GRESS TO MAJOR-GENERAL THOMAS.

, Philadelphia, March 6, 1776.

SIR; The situation Qf Canada; being, at this junc.ture, an
object of the greatest importance' to the welfare of the Uni-
ted Colonies, the Congress have been anxious to fix upon
some General Officer, whose military ski]], courage, arid
capaCity, will probably insure success, to the enterprise. In
Major-General ThQmas they flatt!"r tlwmselves they will uot
be disappointed. Accordingly, I do myself the honour to,
enclose your commission; and shall only add, that Congress
have the firmest reliance on your exerting yourself to tIte
utmost.

I beg leave to refe~ you to General Washingtonfor the
necessary iQstructions on yonr expedition; and ~am, sir, your
most obedient, humble' servant, " . '

JOHN HANCOCK,President.
To Major-General Thomas.

ELBRIDGE GERJtY TO JAMES WARREN.
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much wanted in adjusting the Colony accounts. I under-
stand they are left with Deacon Cheever.

I cannot help 'inculcating the necessity of attending. to
powder, and carefully preserving it; for; should ihe enemy
remove, and the Army tollow them', our Colony may be
destitute of this article; and what a situation will it tben be
in? One thing further I will beg leave to hint: the As-
sembly, some time since, passed a resolve relative to fire~
arms; and I cannot learn that any great number have been
yet manufactured. Is it not necessary to inquire into the
cause of it, and appoint a Committee to contract wi~h
ind'ividuals, who manufacture for a certain number in a
convenient time? The Southern Coloni{)s'give a higher
encouragement than we have offered; and it may be of
great importance to follow tI~eir example. This the As-
sembly will decide.

Pray give my best respects to Major Hawley, Colonel
Orne, Messrs. Sullivan, Cooper, Freeman, and all our other,
ffiends, believing me to be sincerdy, sir, your friend and
very humble servant, E GLBRIDGE, ERRY.
To the Honour~ble Jqmes Warren.

P. S. Pray forWard the enclost:)d ktters.

PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE..
,

.
-

Committee-Chamber, March 6, 1776.

The several District Committees having returned their
Reports, relating to the engrassin<' Salt, Rum, Suga~, Spice,
Pepper, Molass,~s, Cocoa, and Coffee, it clearly appears that
the scarcity of those articles is artificial, and that sev{)ra1 per-
sons, whQse name.;; are returned to 'this Committee, but from
tenderness to their families are not published, have formed
a cruel design to add' to the distresses of their suffering fel-
low-citizens and coun,try, by collecting great quantities of
and exact;ingexorbitant prices for the above articles; a con~
duct at. any time shameful, but at a period of publick cala-
mity mpst bar):Jarous and oppressive, more especially on the
poorand middlingranksof life.* ,

Resolved, thfrefore, That this Committee are bound, in
duty and justic<~ to the inhabitants of this City and Pro-
vince, to give an immediate check to such base and merce-
nary practices; and for that purpose have fixed the under-
mentioned prices as just, reasonable, and generous, respect
being had to t~e publickas well as the seller of such goods;
and if any person~ shall be so lost to virwe, honour, and
the publick good; as to demand greater prices for the above
articles, now imported, than are hereinafter limited, or shall

.

.. PHTLADELt>HTA,~lfarch 7, 17'76.-1 was yesterJay greatly disturbed
by an incident v.:hich fcll out in this city. A gent]emanwas brought
before the Comn!,ittee of Inspectivn, for refusing to take a ,;vIm'yland
Con'-'en.tion Bin: The Committee, on hearing the maUer, were oLliged
to dismiss the complaint as wjthout their Comrnissiqp. Every good dti-
zen must be distre~sed with the contemplation of grievances they cannot
find means to redress. Certainly these several Colqnial currencies are
of this sort. The great intercourse "we aYe obliged 'to have with each
otlier, from 'Georgia to Cana_da, renders these currencies very trouble-
some, I may indec(1 say Jistressing; and, notwithstanding the expense
ofstdking a bank, sufficientt" sink every penny of these emissions, I
must beg leave to propose itto the consideration of the honourable Co"!-
tiF)ent.al Congress, whether this grievance does not absolutely demand
this sole, adequate, and effectual r!JdrcSi! 1 . A sufficient nl)mber of. biBs
might be struck in philCldeZphia, even of the lowest value judged neces-
sary, and sent in sheets to each Colony, where Committees, of their re-
spective Conventions or Assel11h]ies, would sign each for themselves.
Their ~espective proportions can be as easily settled by Congress as any
other general charge; "nd shou]d an overplus remain'to some, after sink-
ing all the bilIsiliey have emitted, they wqulo have so much in bank for
future emergencies, To'this plan, if the establishment of a Mint were

'adJed,where the plate"with wl)ich many.families abo-und, conld he fitted
for a reaJy exchange with foreigners, for commodities of which the most
opulent will soon .he in want, I flatter myself the salutary consequences
would soon hecqrne sensible to everyone. I shaH trouble my readers
with no argumen~s to enforce tbese measures, as. the inconveniences on
the one hand, and the advantages on the other, are too obvious to need
them. - '

Though the Committee of In,spection, cannot he jlccused, of entire in-
attehtion to the pUDlick safety, in the late villainous attempt made to
injure us by a set of monopolists, I cannot think the sore has ,yet been
prohed to the bO,ttom. A gentleman, soma time since frol11 Great Bri-
tain, informed me that, on a like occasion, the reg!'ated commoJities were
forcibly taken from the monopolizers, andput into the hands of gentle-
men of ~haracter, wno sold them at a reasonable price to aU men alike,
ano returnerl the' money to the owners '; and, hy ihat means, tliat !\bomi-
nable practice has never siIlce exi~ted in that part of the country, the
people being resolute to recur to the ~emedy as often- as the disease ap-
pearn.'

. ','
"Resist -beginnings,late i~physick uRed,
When, by delay., the llIaare deep infu.ed" ,

. LUKE, THE PIiYSICU:$'.

..
'

refuse to sell such articles under £'llse pretences of exporta-'
tion, pre-engagement) or otherwise, in order to avail them-
selves of the scarcity of such goods, and enhance the price,
this Committee do declare that they will expose such per-
sons, by name, to pub lick view, as sordid vulturcs, who are
preying on the vitals of their country in a time of general
distress.

.

,
The Committee, therefore, do request ah perSons, of

whom demands are made above the prices limited, or who
shall be refused to purchase as above, immediately to make
their case known to some of the Committee, when such
offender, being' convicted before a general meeting of the
Committee, will soon experience what are, th!) feelings anf!
resentment of an injured and insulted people.

Common West-India Rum, four Shillings and six P,ence
per hogshead, or greater quantity.

Molasses, two S4illings per hogshead. . .. .

Country Rum~two Shillings and six Pence per hogshead.
Coffee, ~lxven Pence by the bag or bale.,
Cocoa, five Pounds per hundred.

..

Chocolate, sixteen Pence per pound.
Pepper, five Shillings, per pound, by the ,bag orbale.
Loaf Sugar, single, fourteen Pence per pound.

'

Lump Sugar, one Shilling.
..

ltluscovado Sugar, first, si]\:ty-five Shillings per hcindred,
.

alld other qualities in proportion., ..
Salt, J;.isbon, four Shillings per single bushel, 01"greater

quantity: ,
.

Liverpool Blown Salt, five ShiIljngs per single bushel, Qr
greater quantity.

. ..

.Jamaica Spirits, <i common quality, five Shillings and
six:Pence per gallon. ,

The prices of goods, hereafter imported; will be put on
a proper footing by the Committee; accor'ding to the,cir-
cumstances of such importation.

I

' .
~ __

Ordered to be published by the Gommittee of Inspec-
tion and Observation for the City and Liberties of Phila~
delphia. ' J. B. SMITH,Secretary.

TO l\JESSRS. HALL AND SELLERS.

PhilaJelphia, March 6, 1776.

After pr~mising, that in the following- Essay you are by
no m~ans to e::cpect a fonnal answer to the piece signed Ra-
tionalis, I wO\Jld inform you, that in a company, \vhere the
importarit doctrine of Independency was pretty thoroughly
agitated a few evenings ago, I gathered the plan of the
moderate man to be for bearing arms and repelling the force
that might be sent against America, till Gre-at Britain would
grow weary of the enterprise, and be willing to. make up
with us on equitable terms. This he urged to. be neces-
sary, for the reasons commonly produced to mairitam that
position;' as our descent from Britain,

.'

our connectionby
blood, interest, language, laws, constitutions, religion, com-
merce, &c., with its inhabitantS; our need of the nj:ltional
protection, if attacked by any foreign power, and the lulaby
of our having been a very happy and flourishing people
during our dependance upon the Pareht State.

.

To all this was answered, that. there' wer!:!certain times
when minor States, as well as persOI)S,became capable to
judge and act for themselves; that the obligations for parent-
al care and prot!)ctiOlicould never extend 'so far as, to en-
title the former to oppress th!:!latter in demands of an inde-
finite consideration for s\Jch a favour; and finally, that unh-Jss
the minor State should at some certain time be allowed to
have power to debate, arid settle thequaniu~ due for pro- '

tection, and choose, whether it comply with such certain
terms, or give up the pratec,tion offe~ed, they were by no
means on an equal footmg wIth natural persons, who, at a
moderatery early age, were at full,liberty' tol.eave their pa-
rents, and do the best they were able for the_mselves. Ame-
rica; it was observed, was not sent out II-Colony at th~ - ,

charge of Great Britain, and, for all th~ protection afforded
her, might \vell be esteemed an orphan inste,ad of a child;
and with all (he Clamour raised on that head, with inientio{1
to lull the people into a subrriission to the most ruinous eXaC- '
tions, were a fair account stated" it would be found that the
balance in favour of Ameru:a would' amaze all mankind!
It was further observed, that th~ efforts used. to persuade -.

the A,mericans they are in a state of perpetual non-age and
...
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dependan~e discovers something very difrerent from mater- All Europe must allO\v., that while America was in the
nal affi~ction or common justice. If minors labour for pa- greatest good humour with her o}d mother, a schem~ was
rents, they are also supposed to be provided for in all things laid to keep up a large standing army in her capital towns,
by them, and to become lords of all they possess at certain and to tax her at pleastire for the support of it. They see
periods. Here the. parallel fails respecting States, each of that, fron1 time to time, the most fraudulent and .violent
which is presumed immortal. It remaining" thei'efore, tha~ measures have been taken to support their entirely un pre-
the Arnerican States are neither the Provinces, Colonies, cedented claim, till at last; drained of their national troops,
nor children oCGreat Britaitt, any more than of Holland, they have applied for assistance to. other nations.. By the
Ireland, or Gerrnany, a~d that fi'om thpir very settlement law of nations we were discharged from our allegianc~ the
Britain meaned rather to milk than suckle them; the pre- moment the army was posted among us without our consent,
tended right to control their manufactures, and commerce, or a single farthing taken from us in like manner:; either of
to sell them the lands at a heavy purchase, and subject to these being fundan~ental subversiQns of the Cpnstitution. -It
an enslaving quit-rent, which were i(l great part gained by remaIns entirely with ourselves to have ample justice done
their own blood and treasure, is founded in presumption of to us. We have nothing to do but declare off, and appeal
superior force rather than soliq reaSOn. Luxury (and the to the droit des gens. A very respectable power has given
searCh of WIlYSand means to support it) is arrived to such as unequivocal proofs' as 'cali be wished of her disposition
a pitch in Britain, that the junto, who have usurped a to right us. Even the body of the people manifest the
tyrannick power, want Provinces to drain off wealth, as warmest desire to form a friendly alliance; witness the assi:-
their patterns, the debauched Romans, had. Many are auous respect shown to a private g'entleman, whom they
found so base:as to be willing their countrymen should be- only suspected to be a Delegate from tbeCongress: And
come tributary to S4ch vultures, if they might have a small on the other hand, what does all the hurry of appointing
pittance for gathering the tax: yea, even on condition it were ~ommissioners,and no one knows ~hat, on the otner side
demanded at the point of the bayonet. Here is the true the British channel, indicate ?)3esides the discoveries of ,

foundation of the claim of Great Britain, and here is the Cassandra, I wi]] venture to affi~m, that our ambitious mas-
undeniable cau'se of the support this claim finds in America! ter at leJlgth begins to fear In good eamest, that the string
What th~n are the honest, industrious, and independent &ee- drawn too light wj]} break, and leave all his, Colonies to make
men of America to do in this case? My guide I have so new bargains for themselves. Obstinate and mulish as he
long followed tells us, declare independence immediately! is, he cannot Tonger persuade himself that two such potent
Issue a !TIanifesto, containing a full view of our rights, our commtlnities 'as France a.nd North :;.lmerica will neglect
grievances, and the unwearied applications we have made such a fort\Jnate opportunity to pay themselves the procli-

,

for their redr~~s? Apply to the State. of whose readiness gious sums he h,as damaged them in a few past years. Ay,
and power to assist us we have iIndoubted assurance. A say some moderate men; that is oijr'fi~ar, that France will
neglect to improve .the openings given us for that purpose be for iwading Canada or the FlQridas, and thus we shall
may insprre those statesmen with resentn}ent, and incite forever be involved in war. Nothing, I confess, is more pro-
them to accept overtures from our enemies, and then we 'bable, if Fran~e can have nothing to expect from us in an

, may indeed become' Provinces! If we can withstand the amicable and C'ommercialway; but e contra, if we cast off
tyrant of Britain without allies, we can, incontestibly, bet- her ancient enemy, there still remains Islands, :vhich, fi'om
tel;:withstand him with an a]]y that has ever commanded a present appearances, she has some eye upon. From wha1
very complaisant behaviour from him. :rhis a]]y can wish has happened in the ]t;[editerranea,n,it seems she is Iiowno

, for nothing more than such share,of our commerce as will way skittish aboutaffi'onting Oceana on her own clement.
be convenient to both parties; and as that must be rather a I cannot express my contempt of those wretches who
gain than a loss to ~ls,we mu~t be stupid beyond conception say, let us by all means defend ourselves against the vi,olencc
todeIay the measure. England has long protected Por..tu- of J\(h;ninistt'ation,tiUwe bring them to reasonable terms, and
gal, for a much less lucrative trade than we would carryon then unite again, as we sha]] ever stand in great need of the
with France. Men must be very blind who cannot see the protection of GrcatBritain.. I verily bc;lievea party among
fan-ness, the openness, and safety of this obvious road to us feels rnuch need of foreign protection;' but a people who
honour, wealth, freedom, and internal happiness. By how' can maKe the proudest tyrant in Europe talk of Hanove-
niany wa):s does Divine Providence invite us to eman~ipate rians, IIessians, Russians, Scotch-Dutchmen, and half an
ourselves from a state which, rerhained in, would be the Eastem world, even while they are in the veryinfimcy of
ruin, of our posterity as certainly as they became human preparation for defence, need not keep such a puling and
beings: Let prejudiced mortals dream, what they may, and whining aoout protection.

"

.
,

confOtlnd tlle ignorant with their jargon, freedom and depen- 1 must again exclaim, I cannot have patience with STIch
dancy are opposite and irniconcileahle terms; and depen- inconsist~rit mortals, 11Sdissl.\ade us from accepting assistance
dancyon It. power over which we have no influence nor from a power who has at Present no possible ~Iaimupon
control, is slavery, or I am yet ignorant of the term. The us, nor Gan ever demand more,than we voluntarily and ex-
petty tyrants of every country always Wish to have tbe peo- , pressly stipulate; and that when we are in 3,ctual war with

pIe dependant on such a power; for, under colour of autho- it power, by themselves called themost formidable in Europe,
rity from' 'that power~they 'can carry on tbeir oppressions, and yet press us to fight that power alorie, and bring bel' to
vexations, and ,depredations; and when they are expostu- terms, that we may enjoy ner protection-if such do not
lated with on the occasion, they are sorry indeed they are wish to have us reduceq, rather than PrQtected by the arms
put upon so d~sagreeable a service, but what can they do? of Great Britain, I am a novice in politicks.

'

Such are their express 'orders! I am 'Yidely mistaken if One word concerning these august Commissioners we
nine-tenths of the clamour raised against American inde- hear so much of every day. Those Americans who flatter
pendency do not arise from that quarter. They tell you, themselves their mission bodes any advantage to the coun-

" they had ratl1er be governed by the mild and wise laws of try in general, will find themselves as much dec(?ived as
Great Britain, than the decrees of an Arnt:;ricanmob." they have'hitherto b,een by any similardeclaratiori~ The
The truth is, neither they, nor their principals, wish to be tme state of the case is,simply this: Their efforts to s1)bduc
governedby any laws, that will effectuaJly secure the liberty us to theirabsolufe command, h~ve soundcd through every
and property of the people from their ravenous clutches. court in Christendom, yea, in all quarters of the wor~d, and
If the people, by any !TIeans,obtain an adequate share in they cannot keep themselves from doubting of their success.

. tl1e legisI:iture of this country, they know their visions of Now aJormidable arn1ament is to come, and with them the
golden mO\lntains, and n1illions of acres of tenanted soil, Commissioners, to receive submission, and grant pardons on
will, all vanish, and thems~lves remain in the despised rank. the most hpmilating terms they can reduce us to; that they
of their honest and contented neighbours. I am apt to think, may let Europe know their great pow-er in reducing their

, , howev~r, that both principals and accomplices for once rebellious subjects to a sense of their duty. .They are cer-
overshot themselves, and carried the matter too far for a safe tain their time is short ; they therefore aim.to put as good a
and honourable-retreat,. CiI;cumstances have strangely co- face upon the matter as possible, but at any rate to put an
operated to open scenes which no human foresight coulsl

.

end to it for the present, still retaining so/much acknow- ,
have viewed in their full latitude. Am] what is there now ledged power as will sink us into slavery, whenever they
wantin"gto complete the triumph of the&iends of human' find a properopportunl,tyto exerciseit. ' "nature, but a little fortitude, patience, and perseverence. Finally, by the most unconstitutional, cruel, and unjust
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NEWARK (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE TO 'PRESIDENT OF
CONGRESS.

~

"

l'jewark, 'New.Jersey, MI\!,"~h6,1776. R. HARPUR TO JO:HN JAY., ,

~IR: The resolv~ of Congress, of the 20t11'February, ... '.
Fishkill,March.6, 1776.

.
which Mr. LivinU'stondid me the favour of forwa,rdinO' to SIR: ,Captam Godwzn mformmg me that LIeutenant

me, I laid befor~ the Committee of this town the first°op_ Peter Rosa., a S~con~ . Lieutena~t in C:aptaiJ} Belknap's

portunity after I 'received it. ,

Com~any, IS,on condItIOn.of ~emg admitted mto th~new

The respectful deferenc,e which the Comp'iittee ~es to estabhshment,capable of mlistmg the greater part, If not

Congress would have led them to have immediately sent all, of the said co~pany,. of whie?, requirin~ ~yapprobation,

the two prisoners to Phil{ulelphia; but it appearing by the I. cannot refuse It, ~onslstent w~th .my opmlOn of ~he pub-
said resolutimi of Congress, that it was founded on the mi~- lick go?d. The sal~ compa?y bemg w~ll ,fledged already,

information, that the prisoners were not employed in the, makes It. a very deslra?le obJ~ct to retam t~eI?; ~nd Mr.

business for which t];Iey had liberty to stay, the Committeec;;ftosa bemg well ac.quamted y;:th them, puts. It ~n'hIS power
were of opinion that Congress would approve of their de-

"""fo.~omplete. Captam Godwm s Company III a few. ~ays,

laying to send them to Philadelphia; until the Congress w?lCh he wIl.l un~ertake to do on the terms of ~ece.lVlnga
should be truly informed oftbe state and particular circum- LIeutenancy III smd. company; where, there bem,g now a

stancesof this matter. vacancy, I shouldwIshhe was placed.
'

~

Upon inquiry, the C~minjttee found th;t Brown, one of I am, sir, your most obedi~nt servant,'

,

the prisoners, was a brass-founder, and though he understood ' R. HARPUR.
the brass-mounting for muskets, knew nothing of making ToJohn Jay, Esq., present.
gun-lock,s; tl:lathe apd Thompson, the other prisoner, had, P. S. If you concur in opinion with 'me, pleasc' to sig-
since Mr. Alling, their employer, had Ihad~ his shop con- nify the same in writing,amJ we shall hand it to the C~)In-
venient for the business, been engaged each in their severaln~~ttee of Arrangement at Esopus. Mr. Sacket writes me
occupations. That Alling, in consequence of the leave from King-street, that on the 1st instant, our Militia ,below
obtained trom Congress, had contracted to supply upwards had sC,oured Frog's Neck, took off about one hundred and
of twp hundred gun-locks for the use of the United Colo- fifty homed-cattle, and a large number of horses; that ~hey
nies, which contract was in part executed, b0t he would be had p~ssed by one Qfthe eIJemy's ships, within mu.sket-shot
very unable to fulfil his contracts, If 'Thompson should be of her, without receiving the least interruption.
taken ITom him. That though the prisoners at first, fi'Ofna ',Sir, yours as before,

,

dread of punishment in case they hereafter joined their regi-
ment,

.
seemed to choose to be employed about r~pairing'

anris only, yet they have since married here, and thinking
themselve's settled In this country, Thompson exerts bimself
in the gun-lock bvsiness, and Brown is making the mount-
ing, &c. Tbis circnmstance of their m.m:rying here also
makes them very unwilling to remove, trom the connection
they ndwhave in conseqnence thereof, with the inhabitants
of this place. '

If the Congress shall, after b~ing informed of these cir-, ,

ctimstances, dir,ectboth, oreither of these men, to be sent to
Philadelphia, the Conmittee will, on receiVing such direc- Mr. Harpur.

tions, obey them without hesitation.
.

I ani, sir, your most obedient serva,nt,
By order, of the' Commit~ee : _ ,

LJ;:wI,s OGDEN, Chairman.

To tbe HOIlour~bleJohn Hancock, Esq.

measures, they have driven uS,tp arms; we have emitted
millions on the credit .of the United Colonies1 those millions
must be sunk by the power which issued them, or a fund of
the like kind can never again be established.in America.
Had our enemies no other object in view than the discredit
of the Continental currency, It would be sufficient to engage
them to send a good number of, emissaries, on any pretence
which might give them opportunity to effect it. One de-

,

posite we have in our hands, which will solidly fund all the
money we \vill need during' the contest, which m,ust inevit- ,

ably be given up by ,the most favourable negotiation we
can possibly flatter ourselves to expect. Surely a declara-
tion of confiscation on one side, will warrant rpprisal on the
other. This is not only just in point of the present ques-
tion, but absolutely necessary to keep the power of the
Crown witl~n any possible limits, which cannot be while
it is possessed of millions of acres of land, which it may
dispose of at pleasure.

. ,

.All parties agre'p we mjlst one 'time separate from BI'itain.
Set us back to 'sixty-three, and we will be as lucky as a
farmer who should ,haye all his houses, fences, &c., de7

'stroyed, and the fields and meadows, cleared in that time,
grown up again. ' "CANDIDUS.

NEWBURGH CmIMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

"

Newburgh, March 6, 1776.
, GENTLEME~:Captain ]tlias Hasbro~(£khaving laid be-
fore us General Schuyler's letter to the Committee of I{ings-
to.n,and a copy of a letter from the Committee of Kingston
to your honourable House, both purporting his f\l.ising a
company for one of. tbe regiments to Qeraised in tbis Cglo-
ny, and in the letter fi:omthe said Committee ,of Kingston,

it appearsthat the personto be appointedfor the said Has-, '
brouck's First Lieutenant, is,to be recommended py the Com:-
mittee of the Precinct in which the ,said Lieutenant may
reside. And Corneliw; Has,brou£k, son of Colonel Has-
brou£k, of this Precint, being a person nominated by the
said Captain Hasbrouck, we having taken into considera,-
tion the qualification of the aforesaid Lieutenant, and peing
perfectly acquainted with him, do hereby recommend him
as a very worthy fit person. Therefore, pray you will fa-
vour hirii with a warrant as First Lieutenant to said Cap-
tain Hasbrou£k. '

And are, very respectfully, gentlemen, your most hum-
ble servants. .

By order of the CO\1lmittee: ,

ABEL BEI,KNAP, Chairman.

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of New- York.

, I hereby certify that I am perfectly well acquainted with
Cornelius Hal1.brouck,above-mentioned, and can with pro-

priety recommend ,him as a \}'orthy-person for a commis-
sion of First Lieutenant QfCaptain Hasbrouck's .company.

, ,THO~AS PALMER.

To the President of the Provincial Congress now convened'
in the City of New.-York.

R. H.

JOHN JAY TO R. HARPUR.

DEAR SJR: 1',am well content that the gentleman you
recommend should have the vacant Lieutenancy, provided
his appointment will not do injustice to persons better enti-
tled to it by former services; but of this, my being so long
detained from the CQmmittee of Arrangement, prevents

,

my being a proper judge. ,

'

I am, dear sir, your obedient servant"
'JOHN JW.

, ,

THOMAS PALMER, to GENERiL LEE.
.

Newburgh,Ulst~; County, -['
, Abov~ the Highlanqs, March 6, 177.6.5

SIR': We this day arrived safe up the river (with the three
vessel~ contai?ing. the cannon! shot, &c.) at Newoorgh-
Landtng, whIch IS sev:enty mIles from New-York. Ou):
pas~;Ige has been attended with much difficulti and danger,

, ,on account of c()ld head-W'inds, and the river exceedingly
full of ice. The vessels are now in s,afe harbour on ~he
west shore; but on,the }anding opposite, on the east'~hote,
the only place where thecaJ;lllon l1J.ust be landed! the flats
are yet shut up with ice; but ~conc~ive ,it practicable to

cut a channel through to shore, which we shall attempt inI-
mediately; the carriages for the transporting the cannon are

" '
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GENERAL SCHUYLER TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read March 15, 1776.]

Albany, March 6,1776.

SIR: Instead of one hundred and twenty sleds to convey
the cannon and provision from Fort George, Ticonderoga,
&c., to Canada, with the utmost efforts only seventy-six
could be proGured; the great scarcity of forage, and danger
of going at this. ;1dvauced Season,deters them~ The winter
here is entirely qroken up, and I believe Hudson's River
will be dear of ice in a few days. It may be best, there-
fore, that the remainder of the troops from New-Jersey aud
Pennsyh,ania should embark at New-Windsor, or still lower
down, if craft can be procured. JOHN LANGDONTO NEW-HAMPSHIREASSEMBLY

Only one company of Colonel Burrers. Regim.ent is Portsmouth, March 6, 1;76.
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mand. Weare greatly distressed for money for the current servant,
JOHN LANGDON.

expenses?f the d~y., 'To the Honourable the Speaker, and Gentlemen of the
1 am, SIr, most respectfully, your most obedient humble As&embly for the Colony of ~New-Hampshire.

servant,
PHILIP SCHUYLER.

To the Honourable John IIan(:ock, Esq.

compler€id, and the horses ready to procee~ as soon as
the cannon can be landed. The bearer, Captain Brown,
has been very Useful and alert with his men, in bringing
the vessels thus far safe,; and as we can be supplied at this
port with sufficient assistance for the further procedure with
the cannon, I thought it prudent, with Captain Brown's
advice, to dismiss him with his men.

I am, sir, with due respect) your most humble servant to
command T P

, ,
HOMAS ALMER.

To Charles Lee, Esq., &c., &c.

-

COLONEL HUNTINGTON ,TO GOVERNOUIl TRli'NBULL,

Roxbury Camp, March 6, 1776.

, HONOUREDSIR:: I have t\Voof your much este-emed'fa-
vours since I wrote you last. ' You will have had before this
the circmnstances of Ollr ~aking possession of Dorchester.
We hoped our enemies would meet us there, but, as the
weather was, it cOldd noi be. If we are not able to draw
tlIem mil of their fastnesse.s,l do not see what we can do to.
get rid of them. Our pffepsive efforts, I imagine, affect
them put little. We have heen frowned upon in the loss
Qf several of our largest mortars, the fine one taken by
Manly; among the rest. I hflve all along expected some
remarkable interposition or Divine Providence in our fa-
vour, that our ,dependance on all human means might ap-
pear vain, ,We bave now such works on Dorchester Hills,
as 'W'i!l put the bravery al)d att of our ~nemies to a Severe

,trial, if they take them from us. Perhaps an attempt will
, be made to dI<).wtlIem out Chelsea side. Since our fortifi-

cations are i~crease4, the necessity is increased of subduing

or ddving away the enemy, as it will require so great' a
number of men, and constant, vigilance to maintain all
the posts we now possess, which are all nearly alike im-
portant.

"

'I heartily mourn the loss of that eminently learned and
pious divine, Doctor Williams. You mustbe greatly affected
at his death. No measure c.an be, !Dade of the friendship of
so aged and valuable a man. I never knew what it was to
sorrow, till my best earthly fr~end was takep from me. I
devoutly wish that my improvement ih goodness, love, and
friendship to her parents and relations may bear some pro-
portion to those qualities which shone ip my lovely com-
panion. That we may be prepared for the period of our
continuance here, we must, for the enjoyment of our ascend
ed Saviour, and in the highest degree, partake of the so-
ciety of our departed ones.

I have not time to write to my ~dear SOl),but shall not
neglect him long. If my life is spared, I will not fail to
give you particulars of any occurrencewoith communica-
tion. In mean time; I remain, ,with tenders of love and
duty to you, mother, son, &c., yours most affectionately,

, JEDED.{.AH HUNTINGT'ON.

To Governour Trumbull.

.,

THOMAS CONTEE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

, Uppqr Marlborough, March 7, 1776,

GENTLEMEN:I beg leave to enclose you some accountg
from gentlemen whose wagons and carts were employed in
bringing the records to this place. The reason the gentle-
men give me for their accounts being so high, the wagons,
&c., were dctained two days waitingJor the records. ,If
you approve of the accounts, be pleased to order the amount,
to be paid Mr. Richard Hall.

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obedient
servant,

THOMAS COJ'~'rEE.

To the Honpurable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

, J'HILIP THOMAS TO, J:lIARYLAND COUNCIL OF 'SAt':ETY..

Middle District of Frederick County, March 7, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:.'By tbe retllrn of the Committee of the Mi-
litia Companies in this District, you will observe that I was
chose!! Captain of a company, which I believe WaS one-of
the first raised in' the' Province, and placed in the Fourth
Battalion; but my commission' has never COl11eto liand;
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are a gaad many vacancies in the Eighth Battalian. As
saan as they C1"\nbe callected tagether, a list will be laid
befare yau, in arder that they may be filled up; indeed,
did I know how to. do. it properly, I wauld do. it naw, as I
do. nat knaw, haw saan we maybe called aut to. actian, yaur
aavice to. the Cammittee afEaltimore Caunty af the 5th
instant being laid before me last night, with the Brigadier's
arder to. hald aurselves in readiness. The men are undis-
ciplined; they, therefare more e;pecially require 'to. be full
afficered; but, as we ,may want time to. do. that, I am de-
termined to. l,lJarch with what we have, and have wrate cir-
cular letters to. my Captains to. hald themselves and campa-
nies in readiness to. march an the first natice.

I wrate yesterday to. Mr. Garrett abaut the bayonets, and
shall cammunicate his' answer as saan as received. In con-
versatian with ane af the afficers af my battalian, he in-
forms me, Mr. Purviance has made a requisitian af the
guns which were in the hands af the Minute Campany in
tbis Cc:mnty; that twenty-eight had been sent, the ather
two. have been carried afr by two. af the Minute Campany
\\;ha have inlisted in the ...regular service, and statianed at
Baltimore; he cauld nat recallect their names.

I, am, gentlemen, yaur most humbie servant, ,.

BENJAM~ RUMSEY.

To. the Hanaurable-- tlw CounGil af Safety af Maryland.

and, to. save yaur Hanaurs the trauble of making ane aut, it
is necessary to. infarm yau that I decline serving in the
abave capacity, which I am induced to. do. far these rea-
sans, VIZ :' '

I had the hanaur to. cammand ane af thealdest campa~
nies in the Pravince, aqd was recammended by the Cam-
mittee tathe Canvention, as a praper persan to. be appainted
Calanel af the Faurth Battalian. They -being the repre-
sentatives of the peaple, and a respectable bady af men, I
was impressed with a grateful sense af the favaur canferre,d
an me; the mar~ sa, as it was unsalicited. But their recam-
mendatian, fi)r reasans which I am in some measure at a
lass to. suggest, did nat meet with the approbatian af the
Conventian; and a Lieutenant af a yaunger campany, in
anather battalian, who. was nat recammended by the Com-
mittee to. any affice, was appainted/whase experience was
nat canspicuous, and whase assiduity in promating the gaad
af the cause we are justly engaged in, did nat e4ceed my
awn. The First Lieutenant af ITIYcampany was promated
to. the appaintment af First Majar in the same batta.lian, by
which means, was I to. accept af the cammissian, I shauld
be under the commanq af ane who. was farmerly an inferiar
officer in a yaunger campany, and of anather who. was an
officer under me. '

These reasans,I hape, will appear satisfactary to. yaur
Hanaurs, and justify my resignatian, especially as I find it
impracticable far me, with hanaur under'these circumstances,
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I am, gentlemen, yaur very abedient servant,
,

' PHILIP THaMAs.

To. the lIanaurable the Cauncil af Safety af ltlaryumd.

JENIFER .ANp HoaE TO. ,,~IA~YLAND COUNCIL aF SAFETY.
,

Port Toba~co, March 7, 1776.

GE~LEME~; Captain Conway.arrived appasite the mauth

aUNCIL ETY
af Port Tobacco Creek abaut tW6a'cl9ck this marning, and
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GENTLEMEN: I ~ave received a letter from L1C~tenant.- to. praceed up the Eastern branch of this river,till,his vessel

Calanel Henr,y Hollwgsworth" af th~ He~d:Jj- Elk, m CectZ was fast agraund, and then to.deliver the pawder to.the Cam-
Caunty, relative to. the guns, m which he mfarn1s me that mittee of Bladensbnro-h if I amnat there withaut lass af
Mr. JQhnson h;J.d acquainted him that I had samecreden- time.

b , ,

~ials ar ~rders 'from the Caunc,il af Saf~ty to.him relative to. The letter fram Mr. Harrison wauld have sent by express
the makmg of arms, and praymg th~t, If I had, to. ~espatch instantly, but Colonel weare informs me he is pushing
them forward by the first appartuiUt~, as he had gn,'en the far Annapolis, and I concluded it wauld be as saan at Imnd
matter?ut; t~at th~ warkmen w.e~edispersed, and must be by hinl. "

c~llected agam, whICh, ,he ,was wlllmg to. do., Ot~ta~ a hearty Mr. IIarrison writes me that Mr. WicoJf, af Martinico,
wish to. farw,ar~ the service. I have wr?te hll11, m ~eturn, has cansigned same m~dicinc to. Jen~fi:r Sf Hooe far sale.

_ that th.e Cauncil ~ad (lelayed ~a answer his letter unyl they I have nQt received any directians from him abaut them, nar
shau~d beascertamed of gettmg lacks; that th~ dlffic~lty even an invaice. It seems his brathers at Philadelphia
was ,m some m:asure remaved, by t!le expect~tlan of Im- _ are to. furnish dire,ctians ,abaut them; and if I find they are
partm& a quantity af th:m, and I dl~ nat, daubt but the such as the Pravmce will, want, I shall delay the sale till I
<:aunCII ,:,auld answer 11\Sletter an theu gettmg to Annapo- advise yau thereaf. I imagine Conway will be af BZadens-
its; that It wauld be necessary he shauld have a p~ttern, as burgh by this evening; and same time to-marraw I sh:;Ill be
all the guns must ~e m8;d: af ane bare, or caliber, and there to rec,eive your orders respecting the furtlier desti-
kmoth; but,that, an mspectlan af my memarandums, I had nation af the vessel
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'
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TO THE PEoPLE OF pE.NNSYLVANIA.

In my last directed to you, I pointed out the consequences
of an Independency, so far as it respects the States of Eu-
rope. The reasons on which I founded our safety from
foreign invasions, I think, win scarcely be denied, or if they
should, will not be easily confuted. ,

I hear but little said on that head at present. Perhaps
it ceases to be a scarecrow, and is therefore taken I\own;
but as it will never do for the enemies of our libertIes to'
give up the point, it is only to hang up a more teri'ifick in its
stead. Intestine confusions, continual wars with each other,
Republicks, and Presbyterian Governments, compose the
buO"bearof the day, and. the very pame of them frightens
pe~pl~ more than the whole' force'of Great Britain,. My
present design is to remove this dreadful chimera from your
Imaginations, and to show you that nothing but a reluctance
in,you to independency"can ewr be the caus,e of any such
evils, and I earnestly crave your attention to the subject,
and entreat you to weigh my reasons impartially.

In the first place, then, it neyerwas, nor can it ever be,
the interest of any civil society, to exalt any set of religious
tenets above all others, or to unite the Church and, State.
Most of the wars which deluged d1e world in blood fQrcen-
turies together, arose from this false policy. The priesthood
of any sect in religion, with sorrow I repeat it, can easily
be made the tools 'Of tyranny and arbitrary power. To
crowned heads they are useful; but where no such ,exist,
there establishments of the kind are truly a nuisance. We. have no establishment in, this Province, and consequently
littll;ldistinction of sects, all men living in good neighbour-
hoodwith one another, howeverdifferentin religioussenti- '

ments. The States-General, even in the days of fiery per-
secution, soon found the :necessityof e$~ct1Jallyexcluding
religionfi'om iriterfering in Statl~ aft'1,irs; and in our days,
when that edge is totally destroyed, and mankind have
learned to think more l~b~raIly,none can suspect anything
of the kind, but those who labour incessantly to de:;erve it.
And yet they have been hitherto disappointed, and I hope
ever shall. I know the present Contmental Congress, or ,

any other assembly of m~n of sentiment and education in
America, would as soop agree to su~ject the United Colo-
nies to the King pf ,Caffraria, or to the Ser of 'Rome, as to
anyone sect of religion now existing in the world. Doubt-
less, every sect will be permitted to enjoy its complete pri-
vileges within itself. But for anyone to be allied to the
State is absurd to imagine. Depend on it, they who hold
it up to terrify you, believe no such thing. They cannot,
unless they have taken leave of their senses. In the next
place, war is nQt, nor can it ever be, our elelI!ent. Tra(~e
and agriculture are the' tru,e sources of wealth and happi-
ness to a society. The majority of no nation ever gained
anything by:war, except when in .d~fenceof t~eir privileges.
And even in that case, the retammg them IS the utmost
they can expect. An ambitious monarch, who prefers self-
exaltation to the blood of his subjects, may be for war, be-

of Observation for Prince George's cause, as the war is carried on ~t the expense of the people,
and 'be alone reaps the rewards of victory, he has' a chance
to be a gainer t?ereby. His subjects cannot, for they must
npt only fight hIsbattles,Dut pay all the expense of the war.
I set it dO\vn, therefore, that the representatives of a free
people, if free from the influence of royalty, can never be
for war, except when the rights of the society are invaded.
Besides, the Colonies are at present nearly on an equality

. with respect to warlike knowledge, and will be completely
sobefQrd the present war is at an end. There will there-
Jorebe DO temptation on that score, and all the regular
troops, as lo?g as such are needful,. will be in' the pay

, of the COn!lnen't,andean pever be, employed by aile
MARYL~D C01;NCILOF SAFETYTO COLONELTHQMASDOR- Colony agamst' another. DIsband them at the end of

SEY. the war, anQ settle them on plantations, or a$sist them
ill setting lip their t~.d~s, and let y?ur sti'ength co~sist in
a well-regulated MIlItia, and you wIll have aQne with war
forever.

'

For freemen to prefer the chance of war to 'peace, liberty,
trade, and agriculture;is as unnatural as to prefer wounds,
bruises, poverty, and death, to health, riches, and aU the
pleasures and enjoyments of life. To' see ,a s,9Cietf of
farmers, tradesmen, and merchants, quit their peaceful em-
ployments, and Take war upon one another, would be a
phenomenon whIch the world has not yet beheld, and I

MARYLANDCOUNCIL' OF SAFETY TO VIRGINIA comUTTFjE OF
SAFETY.

[No. 32.] Annapolis, March 7, 1776.

GEJII7LE)fEN: In consequence of a letter from two of our
Delegates, (a copy of which' we send you enclosed,) we
Ilave' given Mr. Alexander Ross a permit to pass to your
Board; and as his business is ,to be settled in your Colony,

.
we leave the' propriety of granting him a further passport
to your determination.

Weare, &c.

To the Committee of Safety of Virginia.

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY 'TO BALTIMORE CmThltTTEt:.

[No. 32.] Annapolis,Marcil 7, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: The man-of-war, or"'what particular 'force

we know not, and her sloop or schooncrtenders,'ar~ now, we
are certainly informed, up as high as South Bwer. We
are not certain that they mayput into this river; tlley have
in tow a provision vcs£,el they seized in the bay. If tl1ere
be any vessels lqcated in youi' river, we would have you
fall ou"'the best expedients you can to secure them. Ap-
prize Captain Nichols~n, or: tbe C

.

o~m~nding officer .of the
ship Defence, of the lIitellIgen~e dIrectly. You wIll ac-
quaint Us as soon as you can w~th any measu~es you may
think necessary for your defence, that may be in our power,
and we will forward them with all expedition.

We are, &c. ,

To the C~mmittee of Observation for Baltimore County.

. M.A:J1YLANp COUNCIL OF sAF:E:TY TO COLoNEL WILLIAM
S~IALLWOOD.

[No. 33.] Annapolis,March 7, 1776.
SIR: A ship-of-war and two tenders ha,:,e just ho:'e in

sight. We 'request, therefore, that. you will Immediately
repair to this city, and ord~r. Captam Storm to march up
with his company as expedItIously as he.can. ~he Cap-
tain will call at Upper Marlborough on hIS \vay luther, and
receive such publick arms as may be collected there by the
ComJ1littee of Observation for Prince George's County.

We are, &c._

To Coimlel William Smallwood.,

MARYLAND COtJNCILOF SAFETY TO :PlUNCE GEORGE'S COUN-
'

,

TY COMMIT'rEE.

[No. 34.]
. ,

' Annapolis, March7, 1776.
GENTI.E)fEN: We, request you will immediately collect

all the publick arms in your County, an? deliver them. to
Captain Stqne, or his mder. The servIce of the pubhck
J'equires the utmost e~pedition in this m.easure.

'Veare, &c.
To the Committee

County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF sAFEn,: TO BALTThIORE COMMITTEE.

[No. 35.] , Annap,0lis, March 7, '1?76.

GENTLEMEN: The man-of-war with her tenders have
passed by this harbour, and are stand,ing up the bay, we
presm11e for your town.

Yours, &c.

To the- Comniitteeof Observati~n for Bctltinwre County.

[No: 36.J Annapolis,March 7, 1771).
SIR,: The man-of-war alld' tenders are gone past the

mouth of th~ Severn, and are bound, as we believe, up the
bay to Baltimore Town. Y 0)1 are therefore' to march
immediately to BaltiTlwre Town with your battalion, and
endeavour to repel any hostile attempts that may be made.
ShOl.]ld any powder or lead be, wanted, you may be sup-
plied from Major Gtlither~s.' .

We are, &c.
'

, -

To Colone.! TJ~~as Do'(sIiY.'
.

, ,
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will venture to say never ,will. God has 'placed us at the
greatest distance possible fiDm external oppressors, and he
has placed our intere?t ,as far from internal ones.

Some men have an uncommon talent at making men
forget' what is before them, and calling off their attelJtion
from certainty to speculatiQn ; from truths supported by facts',
to' chimerical suppositions; and from what really exists, to
what never Can exist; and they can make many believe
thcone so firmly, that it is scarcely in the power of self-
evidence to oVercome their credullty. Hence it is that so
many shudder at the. thoughts of what shall happen to us

. after we are fairly let loose from Great Brita,in, and are
fri"htcned almost out of their senses on account of the di"i-
sio"'nswhich will t!I~n disturb our i~ten1al repose.

I have heaw it alleged by able politicians, that the rea-
son which induced the Crown to give so many differept Con-
stitutions to the several Colonie~was, that it might make
a union of them impracticable. Be this as it may, it is cer-
tain that a union of our Legislatures in any opposition to the
Crown, was impracticable. It was not, nor is it now, in
bur power to get any Governour on the Continent, except
t\\O, to give his assent to :tny bill for the purpose; and ac-
cording to the Constitutio'ft of the Colonies, no act of our
Assemblies can be deemed law without such assent. This
shows the' e"il ofa negative on the voice of the people.
Now, though a constitutional uniOl,1of the Colonies by their

,
Legislatures was impracticable,~and though the Ministry
and their Tory friends exerted their utmost influence to pre-
vent any kind of union, and to bre~k it afterwards; yet it
took place,. and still continues, contrary to every expecta-
tion and endeavour of internal and external enemies. All
Colony distinctions are now at an el}d; and cursed will he
be who endeavours to revive them. Can any he so stupid
as to helieve that they who remain united without law,
without authority, and without restraint, merely because
they kndw it to be their interest, will break that union when
it shall be established under a Continental Legislature, and
s\,!pported by publick authority,? The same interest and
wisdom which Jomed us against such odds, will certainly
keep us together when aided by constitution and law. The
arts of peace ever form the tfl!e bp.sis,of human felicity; and
while we remain free, that mutual intercourse which adds
wealth to every social enjoyment, will be' constantly pre-
ferred to the wild schemes of mad ambition, which p1Jrch~se
a few days' gratification to one, at the price of the lasting

, misery of thousands. ,

To imagine, therefor~, that our remaining united uritil
we had obliged 'Great Britain to acknowledge us an inde-
pendent people, would be the cause of future wars among
the, Colonies, is as absurd and irrational as to imagine that har-
mony could produce discord.. On the contrary, every cause
of quarrel would forever subside. All the unlocated tallds
in America 'would be taken under the care of the Cantin en- ,

tal Legislature, and settled upon one general plan; which
would prevent a t110usand contentions, which must remain
while they are in the gift of tbe Crown. L.ands will then
be equally open to rill.' America will be ,the couJ)try, and
all of us as much one people as the inhabitants of anyone
Colony are at present. Let proper care be taken hy the
people at large, at the time of forming the Continental Con-
stitution, to fix such an equal plan of representation on prin-
ciples which wIll continue It so, as will make the general"
good the geJ)eral interest, and to secure that motion to power
and authority which is necessary to preserve it fi'om cor-
ruption by a constant rotation, and war will be unknown in
America.

.
.

I have shown in a fODner number, directed to the people
of North A.mr;rica, the impossibility of a reunion with
Great Britm:n, Qn the principles of the year] 763, if. we
mean to preserve o~r liberties. To be effectually sec!1red
from future mischiefs .and machinations in case of a reQnion,
there must not be one. Crown~Officer, either civil or mili-
tary, left on the Cpntinent; nor a British ship-of-war per-
mitted to enter our harbours. From them our present dis-
tresses sprang, and by them they will be continued. And
while any such is pem1itted to remain among us, we keep
our enemy in our bosom,

.

and the robber ill our house.. Be.
our doors ever so' strongly bolted, it will add nothing to our
security. Nothing buta division among the Colonies, when
it shall be finally deba,ted in Congress, whether we shall be
independent or not, can be the cause of future wars to
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America. This is the single point on which our future hap-
piness or misery will finally turn. .

It is easy talking of a reunion, and permanent security to
our liberties; and publick orators may say it is very plain.
I am no Member .0J Congress, no CQl11mittee~man, nor in
the secrets of either; but I will throw out some hints to
both, which it might not be amiss to consider. Our wel-
fare will greatly depend on the weight they have jn the
minds of those who are intrusted with, our publick affairs.

He betrays an uncommon degree of ignorance of human
nature ,vho thinks that a cordial reunion can take place be~
tween Great Bl~tain and anyone of the Utlited Colmiies.
Slaves have Deen lqlO\Vnto prefer servitude to freedom, but
this has always. happened where their masters used tbem
exceedingly well. The moment ill eusage and a disregard
of their interest take place, the' happiness of such a depend~
ance and connection is gone forever. Our connection can
no longer exist on fanner principles. These principles did
not, nor could not protect us. They once ex~sted; and
what good did they do us? Did they save us' from our pre-
sent troubles?

.

r say, therefore, if a reunion takes place, it
must be on the principles of. unliniited dominion on the one'
hand, and absolute stlbrn.issionoh the other. . They will
sobnIJr treat with you as iI)dependent States, than grant you
all that is necessary to secure your privileges while you,
acknowledge subjection. But granting they should be
willing to pant ,absolute security, (which they never wi!l,)
the ColOlm:s wluch have suffered least n13.Yreunite on these
terms; others, I am Gonfident, neither can nor will, until
they are deprived of that foresight which distinguishes them
from the lamb which licks the hand of the butcher. . To
imagine what three of the S~uthern, "and four of the North-
ern Colonies can ever reunite on any other principle than
that of absolute conquest, is folly in the extreme..

Blood Qnce shed puts a final period to all other accom-
modations; and the exciting a slave to .cut the (hroat of his
master produces a similar effect. A spirit once kindled by
blood, can never be cooled but by the same, or a total ex-
tinction of its fire. And God is so. far from desiring or
expecting a friendly reunion and connection in such cases,
that he has cqntinually declared the contrary in every dis-
pensation since the murder of Abel, by constantly repeat-'
irw, "tha.t he who sheddeth man's blood, by man shall ~lis
blood be shed." I therefore ,repeat it, that a reunion of
most of the Colonies is now become impossible. Can any
of the New-England Colonies ever be cordially united to
Great BriteIin? Can they ever approach their sea-coasts'
without viewing with horrotlr and indignation'the ravages of
her fleets and armies? Can Virginia, the Carolinas, or :
even New- York, ever be content with Gov~rnours appoint-
ed by the Crown? The day they can contentedly submit
to such appointments, or such reunion, the spirit 'of freedom
will forsake these Colonies. Frt<e,rn~n will. nev~r grow on
such a soil. When thi~takes place, Great Britain may
convert her African into an American Company of Slave-
traders, and send her ships to carry her white negroes to the
West-Indies to work her sugar plantations. I have a better
opini0n Qf them than to think them ripe for such a meta-
morphosis. I therefore conclude they will fiO'ht for inde-
pendency, and they will obtain it. On. this'" account, an
attempt of any of the. Colonies to be reunited to Great
Britain, would be a, very unwise and unhappy measure.
A war twice fought always cost~ less blood and treasure
than once effi~ctually gone through. There are some who,
knowing tbat a Republick weU regulated is ever unfavour-
able to that ambitiQn which aims to be aggrandized at the
publick expense, will make strenuops opposition to indepen-
9.yncy; and they would willingly disup1te the Colonies
rathyr'than join in asserting it. To suCh'I would throw
out some' cl1utionary observations. ..

,

1st. A divi.sion,of the. Colonies will
.
not prevent the in-

dependence of those ,which stand out. .
2dly. The Provin<;es which subm,it will return to trade

and agriculture, and consequently lose the use of am1S
while they that stan'd out will ,be. expert warriors. '

3dly. The Continent will b.e divided into two distinct
Empires or Republicks-a Northern and a Southern. For,
~s:~ureyourselves, Vi.:rginiawin neVer submit, and the Cd-
rolinqs (if not Marylanrl) will join her.

'

. 4thl,y.. While there. is land to settle, aner two Empir~s on
the Coi1tment, war wIll be the consequence.

7'
, .
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5thly. When Great Britain is so far reduced as to de-
clare them independent, who will protect the submitting
ColQnies fi'Omthe resentment of incensed warriors, whom
they deserted? Such Colonies will finally be divided be-
tween the two powers. +

Th~ man who traces these hints fairly, be he who he
may, if he means not to sell his right to America, will be a
strenuous advocate for independency, and a united Conti-
'nental Legislature: S P

,

ALlJS OPULI.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL OGDEN..

Philadelphia, March 7, 1776.

SIR: The Congress, in consideration of your merit, and
~he services you have done your country, have, thought
proper to appoint you Lieutenant-Colonel in the first bat-
talion of Jersey Troops. Ida myself the honor .to enclose
your cpmmission ; and am, sir, you!, very humble servant,

. JOHN HANC,oCK,President.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Ogden, New-Jersey.

PRESIDENT OF CQNGRESS TO COLONEL WINI)S.

Philadelphia, March,7, 1176.

SIR: The promotion of my Lord Stirling to the rank of
Brigadier-General in the Continental Army having occa-
sioned a 'vacancy, the Congress, in consideration of your
merit. and attachment -to the American cause, have ap-
pointed you to succeed him.

I do myself the honour.to enclose your commission; and
am, sir, your humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To Colonel William Winds, New- York.
..

'

PRESIDEJII'T OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL' SCHUYLER.

Philadelphia, March 7, 1776.

SIR: Since my last I have had the honour to receive
your several letters of. the 10th, 13th, 15th, ~Oth, ~lst,
~3d, ~6th, and 27th February, which were immediately
cqmmunicated to Congress., ,

. I have the pleasure to inform y~u that the .Congrflis
hlghly~pprove the orders you have gIven to Colonel War-
ner. They have directed a quantity of steel to be 12ur-
chased, and forwarded to you by the Delegates, of New-
Jersey, and have' ordered an account to be made out and
sent to you of the money paid to the Pennsylvania Troops

'who have marched to Canada. Your other letters, are
under consideration ; as soon as the Congress come to a
determination thereon, I shall do myself the honour to
transmit to you.

,

1 am extremely sorry to find. you recover health so
'slowly. I hope that your attention to publick affairs will

not mal~e you neglect the care necessary for perfecting
your recovery. The Congress have the most anxious con-
cern for you, kpowing the important services you can ren-
der to your country at this critical conjuncture.

'

As there is reason to apprehend that our enemies intend
to direct their operations in the ensuing campaign against
the Middle and Southern Colonies, the Congress have
th_ought proper, in order to prepare for their defence, to
divide those Colonies irito two departments: one to com-

'prehend New~ York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware
Governments, and Maryland, under the command of a
Major-General and two Brigadier-Generals; and the other,

'the Colonies to the SopthwaJ;'d, under the command of a
Major-General and four Brigadier-Generals. The Briga-
dier-Gene;rals are- John Armstrong, William Thompson,
Andrew Lewis, James Moore, Esgs., the Honourable
William Earl of Stirling, and Robert Howe, Esq. Gene-
ral Armstrong they have direc.ted to repair to South-
Carolina; General Lewis and' General Howe to Virginia;
General 'Moore to North- Carolina, and General Thompson
and Lord Stirling to New- York. With regard to Canada,
the Congress have superseded the orders formerly given to
Gen,eral,Lee, and directed him to take the command in the
Southern Department, and have promoted Brigadier-Gene-

,1'31 Thomas to the rank of a Major-General, and ordered
him to repair to the Provin,ce of Canada, and take the com-
mand of the Coptinental Forces there. But still they rely

greatly on your efforts for pe~fecting the work so conspicu-
ously begun, and so well conducted under your orders last
campaIgn.

The supplies of provisions, military stores, &c., for the
Army in Canada, must be procured in these Colonje~, and
sent across the Lakes. On these supplies being regularly
sent will depend, not only the success, IJut tlle existence of
the Army in Canada., For this reason I am directed to in-
fonn you it is the desire of Congress you should, for the' '

present, or until you receive further orders, fix your Head-
Quarters at Albany; there, without l>eing exposed to the
fatigues of the camp, until yOUI'health is perfectly restored,
you will be in a situation to direct the proper arrangements
for supplying the Army in Canada, and to superintend tlle
operatio~s n~cessary for tl~e defenc~. o~ ~w- York and
Hudson s Rwer (thesecunty of whIch ISa matter of the
last importance,) and aJsq.the aft"1irsof the whole Middle
Department. The Generals tmder you will receive and
execute your orders, and in case of necessity you will be
re'ildy to bring down to their aid the whole force of the
Colony. 1 would just observe that it is the desire or the
Congress that the ,soldiers be employed, in erectingimd
throwing up the necessary work! for defence, both in New-
York and on Hudson's River., ,

The Commissioners will set out this week; they will ,call
on you on their way to Canqda; and I ,expect they will be
invested with f0.11powers, not only to settle the affairs of
that Province, but to adjust those matters that have given
you uneasmess.

With sincere and hearty wishes for your health and pros-
perity, I have the honour to be, with great esteem,. sir,
your most obedient servant,

, JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To the Hon. Major-General &huyler, at Albany.

PRESIDENT OF CON(7RESS TO COLONEL HAND.

Philadelphia, March 7,1776.

SIR: The pro~otion of Colonel Thompson 'to the rank
of Brigadier-General in the Continental Army having occa-
sioneda vacancy in the battalion of riflcmen;in considera-
tion of your merit and attachment to the American cause,
the Congress have appointed you to succeed him.

.1 do myself the honour to enclose your commission; and
am, sir, your most obediept and humble servant,

.

JOHN HANCOC.\{, President.

Colonel Edward Hand, Cambridge.

JOSEPH REED TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, March 7, 1776.,

My DEAR GENERAL: I have now the pleasure oC-in-
forming you that a vessel, long expected from 'France and
Holland, arrived a few days ago ,vith twenty-five tons of
powder, three hundred stand of excellent arn1S, and fiftec:o.
hundred weight of saltpetre. .We ,are hourly ip expecta-
tion of further anivals, but we must. now soon expect some
ships-of-war in our rixer, which, 1 fear, will cut off all
further enterprises of the like nature.

I have been in doubt some time ,vhether 1 ought to men-
tion to you a continuance of one Qf your principal officers
in a private trade, with which I remember you were mt,Irh
dissatisfied last fall; you can be <Itno loss to know who I.
mean. But thc.concern and uneasiness 'yap then expressed
induce me to think .it my duty to mention it, t4at if it is
carried on- without your privity you may tak!:) such mea-
sures to check it as may best ans,ver the purpose, and least
affect the gentleman concerneti in his interest and reputa-
tioI;I. It is no secret in this town ,that persons are con-
stantly employed in purchasing up goods here which do'
not all go to the publick store, as the paities concerned
have boasted of their great profits, amounting, in SOj11e
cases, to ~wo hundred per cent. Persons who come from.
the camp seem' to be well acquainted with th~ mode in
whicb it i;; carried 'On, and are not sparing of their remarks.
1 dare say, on a little inquiry, you will know whether some
stores. in Cambridge are not canied on lindeI' ostensible
names, and from thence you will judge whether the reports
we have here ilre ~ell founded. This inquiry may be made
without its appearing' tb be suggested by anyone, as it is
intended only for private use. And I sho~tld b\'J very
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RICHMOND COL"NTY COMMI,TTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGR]i:S~.
Richmond County, March 7,1776.

GI;1\"'TLE:lIEN:Ag~eeably to your request of Februar~ 21st,
we here send you the proceedings of the trials 'of Richard
Conner, Esq., Isaac Decker, ~linah Burger, and A~raham
H(lrris, peing retUrned from their confinement at Elizabeth~
town. The Committee being thi~ day assembled, proCc~d-
ed to the trial of Isaac JJeckcr, relative to acompJaint against
him for having carried provision on board the transport, and
opposing choosing of Delegates; speaking against the Con-
tinental and Provincial. Congresses, and their proceedings;
and for having carried Cortlan~t Skinnfd .on board the man-
of-war' '

,

Sa:Zuel Dehart, on~ of the evidence mentioned in the
acc.usation against said Isaac Decker, being examined on
oath to each particular complaint, declared that the said
Isaac Decker was nQt guilty of either of the above co~-
plaints, to his knowledge. '

,

Joshua Alercereau, being the other evidence ment,ioned in
the charge against Isaac Deckl~r, did appear, but would not
give his evidence when called for. ,

The Committee, has, therefore, referred the matter till
Friday the 15th March, for fmther examination.

N. B. Mr. Isaac Decker owns that he sent Mr. Cortlandt
Minner on board the ship Duchess of G~rdon with his barge.
And at tbe last elec;tion for Delegates, it appears, by the list
of votes, that he voted for Dep,uti

.

es to be sent to represent
this County in Provincial Congress, and has signed tbe Ge-
neral' Association.' .

rhe Committee then proceeded to, the trial of ~fin({l~
Burger; and after having examined the evidence against
said Ninah Burger, the Committee took intp' consiaeration

PROVINCIALCONGRESS,TONEW-YORK,DELEGATESIN CON- the charge and complaint alleged against hiin. ,'On exaipi-
TINENTALCONGRESS. nation, it appeared to the, Committee 10 be groundJess and
[ReadMarch 11, 1776.]

.
without foundation; and, therefore,dischargedsaid'.Minah

,
'

In Provi)}cialCongress,March 7, 1776. BUrff'er from said complaint.

GENTLEMEN:The late Provincial Congress ha,,;ng re- The Committee then proceeded to the trial of Abraham
ceived inforination, on the 3d of August last, that Captain Harris, relative to a ~omplaint against him, for drinking
Patrick Sinclair was appointed Lieutemi.nt-Governour and damnationt~Independency, and for having said he inlisted
Superintendent at ltIu:hilimacki!wck, being a person of grea.t thirty men in Egg-Harbour fix King and country.
influence \vith the Indians,andthM he was then in this city Seth Johnson, one of the cyidence to the above charge,
on his way to thftt post, and thinking that it was imprudent being examined o~ oath, declared, that he was at the house
to permit any gentleman under the influence of the British of Isaac Decker, when Abraha'/{t Hqrris told him that he

, :Minisiry to go into the interior part of the country to ex- had inlisted thirty men at the forks of Egg-Harbour for,
ercise those offices,who might }?rejudicethe Indians against ,King and country, by order of a gentleman in New-York;
the United Colonies, ordered hIm to be taken i,ntoc!lstody, further the deponent says, the next day saId Harris told
and sent him on his parole.to Suffolk County, on Nassau him he was not in earnest; and, further says not.
island, where he has since continued to demean himself David Crane, the other evidence to theaboye charge.
un~xceptionably. He has lately applied by letter (a copy of being examined on oath, declared, that he was at the house
which 'you have enclosed) to this Congress for leave to re- oflsaac Dccker, and the deponent saw said Abraham llar-
turn to Europe. As we do not choose to take a step of this ris with a bowl in hi$ haJ.ld,and drink' da~ma.tion to all Inde-
kil).dwithout the advice of your;honourablebody, we beg pe,ndel1cy;and heard saidHary say that he had inlisted '

-
*

"

happy if it should turn out to be a mistake or misrepresent-
ation. ',

t was mistaken in my last with respect to Wooster's
coming ho~e. I understandhe is to remainat Montreal,
and Arnold to have command. before Quebeck. ,

We haveas;counts from Virginia that Clinton, was
arrived at Hampton, but seemed to be waiting for his re-
inforcements. ,Not~ing further new, therefore, from that
quarter. We have not hea,rd a syllable from our fleet for
a considerable time} but expect intelligence every hour.

Upon the arrival of the Aft ofParliamel1t authorizing
the ships-of-war to sei7;eall American vessels, and condemn
them as lai'Rll prize; application was made to Congress by'
several persons for letters of marque and reprisal; but they
could not feel bold enough; though many of the most
timid, and ,those who have hankered so m\lch after recon-

, ciliation, seeing so little pf a spirit of that kind in Gi'cat
Britain, have come off very much from these sentiments,
the result of qld prejudic;esand new fears.

I have taken a house in the country, to which I propose
soon to send my family, and am preparing what isneces-
sary for the summer; but an affair of great importance ill
the Assembly will dt;tain me some time, though I hope not
long.) 'We wait impatiently to hear from you, in conse-
quence of the last accounts, as if there was a probability of
a movement from B9ston. I expect' your tents to be
finished this week. The other matters will also be got
ready with all possible expedition. '

Adieu, my dear General. Should there be any action or
enterprise, .God grant it may be a glorious one to you,' and
a happy one for our CO)llltry.; ,

Yours, most obediently and affectionately,
JOSEPH REED.-

ESSEX COUNTY (NE,.-JERSEY) COI\IMITTEE TO PRESIDENT

'OF, CONGRES~.

[Rpad .March 13, 1H6.]

, Newark, March 7, 1776.

SIR: ram desired by the Committee of the County of
Essex, to inf,)rm you that We are)11 great want of powder,
alld to beg that the honourable, the Con,tinental Qongress
would direct that we may be suppJied. We look upon this
County nOw to be the frontier of this ,Province; and in case
of a.qinva~ion at New-York, we would gladly hold_our-

selves in readiness to march at a minute's warning to their
relief; but at present it is impossible, some iQmpanies of our
Militia not having any powder at all, and none anything
like a sufficiency. There is a great and. general uneasiness
among the p(:Jople on this account. They have cheerfulIy
given their money agreeable to the ten tho\lsand pound ordi-
nance of O\lr Proyincial Congress, in hopes of getting pow-
der for their defence,. and now are much chagrined at, the
di~appointment. We' pray, therefore, the COl1gresS}vould
immediately take this matter, into serious consideration, and
grant such relief as they in their wisdom shan think best.

I am, sir, with due respect, your most obedient and hum-
b1e servant' W B ' C'1.', ILLIAM URNET, nmrman.
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

you will lay the state of this gentleman before Congress,
and let u's have their directions thereon.' We beg leave to
suggest tha.t l\Tr. Sinclair was not laid under restraint as an
enemy to the country-no information was received of his
entertaining sentiments unfriendly to the United Colonie.s,
but t9 the contrary; and that he had invariably treated our
Indian traders with the greatest humanity and politeness.
For these reasons, and from the consideration that he was
not looked upon as a prisoner of war, we wish the favour
he asks may be granted.

Weare, with esteem, gentlem~n, your very humble ser-
vants. By order: N W P

.dATHANIEL. OODHGLL, rest ent.

To the New- York Delegat~s in Continental Congress.

Huntington, February 29, 1776.

SIR: It being the practice of all nations to allow the sub-
jects of the respective States at variance to retire, I trouble
the Congress with this application, for being permitted to go
to Europe, in the first vessel from New- York. ,

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
, P ATRICII: SINCLAIR.

To the President of the Congress, New- York.
.

'The aforegoing is a tru'e copy of the original, exaniined
and compared by me, ROBEJ;tT BENSON, -

Secretary to New- York Provincial Congress.
" 1",

' '
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men at Egg-Harbour for King and country, and lhat they
were not far off; and further says not.

N. B. Said Harris is taken by the Sheriff, and now con..
fined in Richmond Jail, on account of a debt. The Com-
mittee knows not by what means to bring him to trial; would
be glad of advice.

.

The Committee then proceeded to the trial of Richard
Conner, Esq.; but no evidence appearing against him, it was
referred till Friday, the 15th instaPl.

For more particulars relative to the foregoipg trials, and
others, reference to the Journal of the Committee may be
had. ,

Weare, gentlemen, yom: very hum,ble servants,
By order of the Committee:

CHRISTIAN JACOBSON, Ch,airman.

To the Provincial Congress of New- York.

To the Honourable tlw Provincial Congress for the Colony
of NEW-Y ORK, in Congress convened.

The _Memorial of ABRAHAMLOTT, Treasurer oj the said
Colony, humbly showeth: ,

That by a 1m';"of the Legislature of this Colony, passed
the 16th day ofFe~ruary, in the year 1'771, one hundred
and twenty thousand Pounds, in bills of credit, ",ere ordered
to be, and were accordingly emitted, and put out on loan;
that the interest money arising therefrom should yearly 'be
paid to the respective Loan-Officers, on the third Tuesday in
April; and that one-tenth"'part of the principal sum should
be paid in. on the' third Tuesday of April, in this present
year 1776, 'and so on, one-tenth part annually, until the
whole principal is paid off; which respective tenths are, by
the said law, ordered to be annually sunk.

That the Memorialist has.been informed by some of the
Loan-Officers, they apprehend it will be impracticable, at
this time, for the borrowers, of the money to proclire New-
York currency to payoff the interest, an.d one-tenth of the
principal,sum bouowed, as none of that money now passes;
and are totally at a loss how to act, whether to receive any
'money now current, or whether to insist on payment in the
currenc~T the law directs.,

'Th~ }femorialist, therefore, in behalf of the Loan-Offi-
cers, as well as of himself, humoly requests the honourable
Congress wiII be pleased to give it as their opinion, whether
the Loan-Officers, and consequently hil11self, shall receive
any money that now passes'. c\)rr_ent in this Colony, or
whether payment must be insisted on in the money required
by the said law. .

And the Memorialist) a~ in duty bound, shall ever pray,
&c.

Treasury Office, New"Yoik, March 7, 1776,

,

'GEN}:RAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read March 21, 1776.-Referred to Mr:'Wythe, Mr. Hamson, and Mr.
K Adams.]

A1bany, March 7,1776.,

'8m:. Since my last of yesterday, I have re~eived are., .
t\lm of our force at Qltebeck, from which I have extracted
the en(:losed. I am, also, honoured with two letters from
General WashingtolJ, of the 25th and 27th ultimo. He en-
treats me to purchase arms' in this quarter for his Army. .It
would give me great happiness if we could' comply with his
request; but withall the pains taken, we have not hitherto
been, able to procure a sufficiency for the troops that will
pass through, and go from .hence to Canada. 'Govemour
'frumbull, by whom 1 am also hononred with a letter 'of the
1st instant, says: "I expect they (Colonel Bljrrell's Regi-
ment) will need the arms add accoutrements you gave en--
couragement _tosupply them with." I will continue to pur-
chase whatever can be ,procured,.even at the high price. we
are obliged to give; but begin to be very apprehen~ve that

.

a suffic5entnumbercannot be procured,nor can we get any
from N'ew- York. ( .

, The heavy cannon from New- York are at Poughkeepsie,.
and preparations were makingfor transporting them by land,
which would occasion a:vast and neecliess expense, as they
could not be sent from d}is place, if they were now here,
nor from Fort G:eorge, until the lakes open. One of the
Committee who had them in charge called upon me this
day for my advice; which was, to' leave them on board of
the vessels, and to come uTi the river as the ice should give

way. There is a prospect thatthe river will be navigable
in a very few days.

Governour Trumbull has desired me to mention to Con-
gress the necessity of appointing persons to liquidate the
accounts of. the taking. of Ti{.:onderoga,&c. It is reaDy
very necessary that it should be done. Pe~haps the Com-
mittee of this city

.
might be thought competent to it.

I should be happy if I could, witl} any propl'il9ty,rencler
myself at New- York immediately; but mitil all is in a pro-
per train for the Northern service, which cannot be until the
lakes are open, I judge it would be prejudicial to the service
for me to leave this, although'J: stand in great need of relaxa-
tion, as the frequent lettmg of blood, which is thought l1e~
c~ssary for my disorder, wC;J.kens1TI~'much; but I am never-
theless much better than I have latterly been, and hope a
change of air will perfectly restore me.

I have just received accounts from the posts above that
the sleigh-men refused to carry the heaviest cannon I order-
ed fromFort George,&c. '

The expense of ferriage, and the transportation by land
from hence to Fort George, runs so am,azingly high, that I
propose to have the provisions carried partly by water;
which will not only make some abatement in the _expcnse
of transportation, but lessen the charge we are at in main-

, taining the roads '

The bearer is Colonel Dongan ; to his services, I have
'been if\formed, 'he are much indebted. His influence with
th~ Canadians, a?d the assistance' given by him duri~g the
selge of St. John s, have been frequently mentioned to .me.

I am, sir, most sincerely, your obedient, humble servant,
. PHILIP SCHTJU,ER.

To the Honourable John Haru:ock, Esq.,&c., &c.

A Return of the Forces of the UNITEDCOLONIESin Camp
before QFEBECK,}it for duty, FEBRUARY18, 1776.

A ~eturn of the Officer's, non-commissione'dOfficers, and
Privates, of the above Corps, who are either on com-

. mand, sick in Camp or Hospital, prisoners with the
enemy, deserted, dead, or on furlough in some of tlw.
UNITED COLONIES.
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ISAAC SJ;:ARS TO GENERAL LEE.

Jamaica, March 7; 1776.

SIR: It is a duty that I owe to my commander to ac-
quaint him of my proceedings in executing the order he
gave me. Yesterday afternoon I arrived at Newtown, and
tendered the .oath to four of the greater Tories, which they
swallowed as hard as if ii was' a four-pound shot that they
were trying to get down. On this day, at eleven o'clock, I
came here, when I sent out scouting parties, and have been
able to catch but five Tories, and they of the first rank,
who swallowed the oalh. The houses are so scattered,
it is impossible to catch many without horses to ride after
them; but I shall exert myself to catch the greatest part of
the ringleaders, and believe I shall effect it, but not in less
than five days from this time. I '.can asSUre your Honour
that there are a set of villains in this County, and believe
the better half of them are waiting for support, and intend
io take up arms against us; and it is my opinion that noth-
ing else will do but removing the ringleaders to a place of
security. .

From your most obedient, humbleservan.t,
- ISAAC SE'ARS.

To .General Lee.

GENERAL WASHWGTON 1'0 .JOSEPH REED.

Cambridge, March 7, 1776.

DEARSIR : Your favour ,of the 18th ultiillp came to my
hands by post last night, and gives me much pleasure, as I
am led tQ hope I shall see you in my family again. The
temlS upon which you come will be perfectly agreeable to
me; and I should think you neither candid nor &iendly if
your communications on

.

this subject had notbecl1 free,
unreserved, and divested of that false modesty which too
often prevents the elpcidation of points import~mt to be
blown. Mr. Baylor seeming to have an inclination to go
into the Artillery, and Colonel Knox being desirous of it, I
have appointed Mr. Moylan and Mr. Palfrey my Aids-de-
camp; so that I shall) if you come, have a good many wri-
ters about me. ..".

I think my countrymen made a capital mistake when
they took Henry out of the Senate to place him in the
field; and pity it is that he docs not see this, and remove

, every difficulty by a voluntary resignation. I am of opinion
, that Colon~l Armstrong, if he retains his health, spirits, and
vigour,would be as fit a person as any they could send to
Virginia, as pe is senior officer to any now there, and I
should think could give' no offence; but to place Colonel
Thompson there;~n the first command, would throw every-,

thinO"into the utmost confusion; for it was by mere chance
tbat '<he becam~ a Coloriel upon this expedition, and by
greater chance that he became first Colonel in this Army.
To take him, then, from another Colony, place him over
the heads of several gentlemen under or with whom he has
served in a subordinate character, wquld never answer any
other purposes than that of introducing endless cpnfusion.
Such a thing s~rely carmot be in contemplation; and,
knowing the mischiefs it would produce, surely Colonel
-Thompson would have more sense, and a, greater regard for
the cause he is engaged in, than to accept orit, unless some
uncommon abilities or exertions had given bim a superior
claim. He must know th.at nothing. more than being a
Captain of Horse 'in the year 1759 (I think it was) did_
very extraordinarily give him the start he now has, when

.
,

the rank was settled here. At the same time, he must
know another f:lCt,that several,officers now in the Virginia
service are much his superiors in point of rank, and will
not, I am sure, serve under him. He stands first Colonel
here, and may, I presume, put in a very good and proper

.claim to the first brigade that falls vacant; but I hope more
. regard will be paid to the service than to send him to Vir-
ginia:' '

. The bringing. of Colonel Arm~trong into this Army as ,

Major-General, however great his merit, would introduce
mueh confusion. Thomas, if no more, would surely quit,
and I believe him to be a good man. If Thomas supplies
the place of Lee, there will bea vacancy for either Arm-
strong or Thornpson; for I )1ave heard of no other valiant
son of New-England waiting' promotion since the advance-
ment of Frye, who has not done, and I doubt will not dp,
much service to the c~use.

I am sorry to hea~ of your ill-fated fleet. We had it, I
suppose bec,ause we wished it, that Hopkins had taken
Clinton and his transports. How glo~ous w0!11dthis have
been! We have the proverb on our side, however, tbat "a
bad beginning will end well." This applies to land and
sea service~; The account given of the business of the
Commissioners from Engla.nd seems to be of apiece with
Lord North's conciliatory motion last year, built upon the
same foundation; and,. if true that tney are to be divided
among the Colonies to offer terms of pardon, it is as insult-
ing as that motion, and only designed, after stopping all
intercourse with us, to set us up to view in Great Brita'in
as a people that will not hearken to any propositions' of ,
peace.

.

Was there ever anything more absurd than to re-
peal the very acts wh.ich have introdl1ced all this confusion
nnd bloodshed, and at the same time enact a law to restrain
all intercourse with the Colonies for opposing them? The
drift and design are obvious; but is it possible that any sen-
sible nation upon earth can be imposed upon by such a
cobweb scheme, or' gauze covering? But enough.

March 9th.-Colonel Bull'fl estillwaiting to see a little
further into the event of things gives me an opportunity of
adding, that, from a gentleman out. of Boston, confinued by
a paper from the Selectmen there, we havcundouoted in-
formation of General Howe's preparing 'ivith great precipi-
tancy to embark his troops; for what place, we know not-,-
Halifax; it is said. The Selectmen, being under dreadful
apprehensions for tl1etown; applied to Genetal Rl)bertson tQ
apply to General Howe, who,'through General Robe?tson,

.

has iriformed them, that it is l1pthis intention to destroy the
town, unless his M~~esty'sTroops should be molested during
their embarkation, or at their depart.nre. This paper seems
so much uncler covert, unauthenticated, and addressed to
nobody, that I sent word to the Selectmen that I could
take no notice of it; but I shall go on with my prepara-
tions as intended. The gentlemen above~mentioned, out of
Boston, say, that they seem to be in great consternation
there; that one of our shot from Lamb's Dam disabled six.
mel} in their beds; and that the Admiral, upon discovering'
our works next morning, informed the General that, unless
we,were dispossessed of them, he could not keep the King's'
ships in the harbour, and that three thousand men, COIT}-
manded by Lord Percy, were- actually embarked for that
purpose. Of the .issue of it you have been informed be
fore. I am, &c.

.

GEORGE 'VASHINGTON;

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF. CONGRESS

. [Read March 15, 1776.J

Cambridge, March 7, 1776.

SIR: On the ~6th ultimo I h~d the honour of addr;~ssing
you, and then mentioned that we were making preparations
for taking: possession of Dorchester-!lci!Jhts. I now be,g
leave to mform you, that a Councll ot General Officers
having determined a previous bombardment and cannonade
expedient and proper, in order to harass the enemy, and di-
vert their attention from that quarter, on Saturday, Sunday,
and Monday nights last, we carried them on £1'OIJ,1our posts at
Cobble-Hill, Lechrnere's Point, and Lamb's Darn. Whether
they did the enemy any cOl1S\derable, and' what injury, I
bave not yet heard, but have the pleasure to acquaint you
that they gTeat1y facilitated our schemes, and would. have,
been attended with success equal to our most sanguine ex-
pectations, had it not been for the unlucky bursting of two
thirteen and three ten-inch mortars, among which was the
brass one taken in the orclnapce brig. -To wha't calise to
attribute this misfortune, I know not; whether to any defec't
in them, or to ~heinexperience of the bombardiers.

.

..'

. But to return. <?n ltlonday evening, as soon as our firing
commenced, a consIderable detachment of our men, under the
command of Brigadier-General Thomas., crossed' the neck,
and took possession of the two hills, without the least inter-
ruption or annoyance from the. enemy; -and, by their great'
activity and industry, before the inoming. advanced the
works so far as to be secure against their shot. They are
now going on with such expedition that, in a little time, I .

hope they will be complete, and .enable our troops (:Ita-
tioned there to make a vIgorous and obstinate stand. .

During the whole cannonade, which was incessant the
last two nights, we were fortunate' enough to lose but two.
men: Ol).ea Lieutenant, by a cannon ball's taking off his
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thigh; the other a l)rivate, by the explosion of a shell, 'tennine wi~hprecision. 'The plan Was thought to be wdl'
w.hich also slightly wounded four or five more. _ digested, and, as far as I could judge, from the cheerfulness

Our taking possession of Dorchester-Heights is only pre- and alacrity which distinguished the officers and men who
paratory to taking post on Nuke-Hill, and the point oppo- were to engage in the enterprise, I had reasons to ,hope for
site the south e!ld of Boston. ,It was absolutely necessary a favourable and happy issue.

'

that they should be previously fortified,in order to cover and The :Militia,which were ordered in from the adjacent
command them. As soon as the works on the fonner are towns, brought with them three days' prQvision. They were
finished and complete, measures will be immediately adopted only called upon to act under the idea of an attack being
for securing the latter, and making them as strong and de- immediately made, and were all discharged this afternoon.
fensible as we can. Their contiguity to the enemy will I beg leave to rel1,1indCongress, that, three Major-Gene-
make them of much importance and of great service to us. rals are essential and necessary for this Army; and that, by

As mortars are essential and indispensably necessary for General Lee's being called from hence to the command in
carrying on our operations, arid for the prosecution of our Canada, the left division is without one. I hope they will
plans, I have ap}?liedto two fU!1!ac~s,to .have some thirteen- fill up the v~cancy by th~ appointnlent of. a~other: Gene-
Inch ones cast with all expedition ilnagmable; and am en- ral Thomas ISthe first Bngai:her, stands faITm pomt of re-
couraged to hope, from the accounts I have had, th3,t they putation, and is esteemed a brave and' good officer. If he
will be able to do it. When they are done, and a proper is promoted, ther,e will be a vacancy in the Brigadier-Gene-
supply of powder obtained, I flatter myself, from the posts rals, which it will be neceSS'aryto supply by the appoint-
we have just taken and are about to take, that it will be i,n ment of SOme other gentleman that sha11be agreeable to
our power to force the l\finisteri1.l1,Troops to an,attack, or to Congress. But justice require'Sme to mention that William
dispose o~ them in some way that wil~ be of advantage to !h0"!l1;son, Esq., of the Rifle Regimi"ht, is tbe first Colo~el
us. I thmk from these posts they will be so galled and m,tlus department, anq, as far as I have had an opportunity
annoyed, that they must either give us battle or quit their of judging, is a good officer and a man, of courage. .

'Wbat
present possessions. I am resolved that nothing on my part I have said of these two .g,entlemen, I conceived to be my
shall be wanting, to effect the one or the other.' duty, at the same time acknowledging that whatever pro-

It having been the general opinion that the enemy would motions are made will he satiSh'lctoryto me.
attempt to' dislodge our people from the hills, and fOJcetheir ltlarch 9.-YesterClay evening a Captain Irvine, who os-
works as soon as they' were discovered, which probably might 'caped from Boston the night before, with six of his crew,
have brought on a general engagement, it was .thought ad-, came to Head-Quarters, and gave the followingintelligence:
visable that the honourable Council should be applied to, That ollJ',bombardment and cannonade caused a good deal
to order in the Militia from the neighbouring 'and adjacent of surprise and alann in town, as many of the soldiery said
towns. I wrote them on the subject, which they most they never heard or thought we had mortars or shells; that
readily complied with; and, in justice to the Militia, I can- several of the officers acknowledged tney were well and
not b~t infonn you that they came in at the appointed time, properly direc;ted; that they made much ,distress and con-,
and manifested the greatest alertness and dete~mined reso- fusion. That the cannons~ot, for the greatest part, went
lution to have acted like men engaged in the cause of free- through the houses; and he was told that one took off die
dom.

.
legs and, anTISof six men lying in the barracks on the Neck.

When the enemy first discovered our works in the morn- That a soldier, who came from the lines there on Tuesday
ing, they seeIl}ed' to be in great confusi~m,and, from their morning, infonned him that twenty men had been wOlmd,'d
movements, to have intended an attack. It is much to be the night before. It was reported that others were also
wished that it. had been made., The event, I think, must hurt, anq one of the light-horse torn to pieces by the ex-
have been f0;tunate, and nothing less than success.and yic- plo'sionof a shell. Tb~s was afte;wa,ds cOlltradic~ed. T!mt
tory on our side, as our officers and men appeared ImpatIent eady on Tuesday mornmg, Admiral Shuldham, dlscQvenng
for the appeal, and to have possessed the most animated the works our people were throwing up on Dorchester-
sentiments and determined resolution. lleights, immediately sent an express to Generalllowe, to

On Tuesday evening, a considerable number of their infonn him, and that, it was necessarylhey should he at-
troops' em

,

barked on board of their transports, and fell down tacke
,

d.n:na
,

dis~od~ed rrom thenc:, or he would be under ~he
~o the Castle, where part of them landed before dark. One necessIty of wlthdrawmg the ships from the harbour wlud)
or two of th,e vessels got aground, and were fired at by our were under his command. That preparations Were directly
people with' a field-piece, but without any damage. _ What made for that purpose, as it was said; and from twelve to
was the design of this embarkation and landing, I have not t\VOo'clock, 'about three thousand men embarked on board
been abJe to learn. It would seem as if they meant an at- the transports, which fell down to the Castle, with a d(~sign
tack; for it is most probable that, if they make Qne on of landing on that part of Dorchester next to it, ~nd attack-
our works at Dorchester, at this time, they will first go to ing t/le works on the Heights at 'five Q'clock next morning.
the Castle, and come from thence. If such was their de- That Lord Percy was appointed to command. That it was
sign, a violent storm that night, and which lasted ti.n eight generally believed the attempt would have been made, had
o'clock the next day, rendered tbe execution of itimpracti- it not been for the violent storm which happened thai night,
cable. It carried one or two of their vessels ashore, which as I have mentioned before. That he heard several of the
have since got off. '

, ,

privates and Olie' or two sergeants say, as they were en)-.

In case the Ministerial Troops haa made an attempt to dis- barking, that it ,,~ouldbe another Bunker~I1ill affair.
lodge our men from Dorchester-Hills, and the number de- He further infonTIs,that the Army is preparing to leave
tached upon the occasion had been' so great as to have Boston, and that they will do it in a day or two. That the
afforded "a probability of a successful attack being made .transports, necessary for their embarkation, :were getting
upon Boston, on a signal given from.Roxbury for that pur- .

ready with ,the utmost expedition. That there 'had been
pose, agreeable to a settled and cOPGerted plan, four thou- great movements and confusion among the troops the night
sand ehose~ men;who werepeld in readiness, were to have apd day preceding his coming out, 'in hurrying down their
embarked aUhe mouth of Cambridge Riuer, in two divisions: ca:nnon,artillery, and other stores, to the wharves, with the
the first undetthe command of Brigadier-General Sullivan; utmost preciPitation, and were putting them on board the
the second under Brigadier-General Greene-the whole to ships "in such has'te that no account or memorandum was
have been commanded by Major-General Putnam. The taken of them. That most of the cannon were removed
first division wastQ land at the Powder-House, and gain from their works, and embarked and embarking. That he
possession of Beacon-Hill and Mount fVlwredom; the se- heard a woman say, which he took 'to be an officer's wi['~,

,condat Barton's Point, or a little south of it, and, after that she' had seen men go under the ground, at the lines on
secur.ii1gthat post, to join the other division, and force the the Neck, without returning. That the ship he comnpnd-
enemy's gates and works 'at the Neck, for letting in the ed was taken up, places fitted and fitting for officers to lodge,
Roxbury Troops. Three floating batteries were to have pre- and several shot" shells, and cannon, already on board.
ceded and gone in front of the other boats, and kept up a That the Tories were to have the liberty of going where
he~vyfire on that part of the town where our men were to they please, if they can get seamen to man the vessels, of
land. How far our views would have su..cceeded',had an which there was a great scarcity; that on that account
epportunity,offered for attempting the execution, is impos- many vessels could not be carried away, and WQuldbe
$ible for me ,to say. Nothing less than experiment could de- burnt. That many of the inhabitants apprehended the town



109 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., MARCH, 1776. 110

would be ,destroyed; and that it was generallY,thought their
destinationis Halifax. .

The account given by Captain Irvine, as to the em-
barkation, qnd their being about to leave the town, I believe
true. There are other circutnstances cOIToborating; and it
seems fully confirmed by a paper signed by four of the Se-
lectmen of the town, a copy of which I ha.ve the honour to
enclose you, which was brought out yesterday evening by a
flag, and delivered to Colonel Learned by Major Bassct, of
the Tenth Regiment, who desired it might be delivered me
as soon as possible. I advised with such of the. General
Officers upon the occasion as I could immediately assemble;
and we determined it right (as it was not addressed to me or
anyone else, nor authenticated by the signature of General
Howe, or any otfler ac~ obliging him to a performance of
the promise mentioned on his part) that I should give it nO
answer; at the same time that aleneI' should be returned,
as going from Colonel Learned, signifying his having laid it
bE)foreme, with the reasons assigned (or not answering it.
A copy of this is sent.

To-night rshall have a battery thrown up on Nuke-Hill,
(Dorchester-Point,) with a design of acting as circumstances
may require, it being judged advisable to prosecute our plans
of fortification as we intended before. this information from
the Selectmen came. It being agreed, On all hands, that
there is no possibility of stopping them, in case they de-
termine to go, I shall order look-outs to be kept upon all the
headlands, to discover their movements and COllrse,and
moreover direct Commodore Manly, and his little squadron,
to dog them, as well for the same purpose as for picking up
any of their vessels that may chance to departtheir convoy.
From their loading with such precipitancy, it is presumable
they will not be in the best condition for sea.

If the Ministerial Troops evacuate tf1e town, and leave it
standing, I have thoughts of taking measures for fortifying
the entrance into the harbour, if it shall b~ thought proper,
and the situation of affairs will admit of it.

Notwithstanding the report from Boston that Halifax is
the place of their destination, I have no doubt but that they
are going to the southward of this, and I apprehend to New-
York. Many reasons lead to this opinion. It is in some
measure corroborated by their sending an express-ship there,. which, on Wednesday week, got on shore, and bilo-ed at
Cape Cod. The despatches, if written, were destroyed
when she was boarded. She had a parcel of coal, and
about four thousand cannon-shot, six carriage-guns, a swivel
or two, and three barrels of powdE)r.

I shall hold the Riflemen, and other parts of our troops,
in readiness to march at a moment's warning, and govern
my ,movements by the events that, happen, or such orders,
as I may receivefrom Congress, which I beg may be ample, B t JI{ h 8 1776
and forwarded with all possible eXpedition. ,

. . os on, ,~rc, ,

On the 6th instant, a ship bound from London, with stores As hIs Ez;:cellency General H01}Je IS determmed to leave

for the Ministerial Army, consisting of coal, porter, and. the town ":Ith t~e tro?PS unde~ Ius comma~d, a nu~ber of

krout, fell in with our armed v:essels, (four of them in com-" theo ,r~spectable mhabltants be~ng very anxIOus for Its pre-

pany,) and was carried into Portsmouth. She had had a se~vatlOn and safety, have, applIed to General Ro?crtsoh for

long passage, and of course brought no papers of a late this purpo~e, who, at thclr request, h.as commumcated the

date. The only letters of importance or the least interest- s~me to his Excell~ncy ~eneral How~, who. has assured

ino- that were found I have enclosed him that h~ has no mtentlon of de~troymg the town, unless

'''1 beg leave tOln~ntion to Congres's that money is much the troo~s under his .command are molested during d.leir

wanted. The Militia from these Governments, engaged till embark~tlon, Qr at !helr departure, by the armed force wlth-

tl:ie first of April, are 'then to be' paid;_ and if we march out, whl~h declaratIon .he g~ve General Robertson lea,:e,to

from hence, the expense will be veJ;'yconsiderable, must be commumcate to the mhabltants. If such
~

an OppOSition,

defrayed, and cannot pe accomplished without it. The ne- should take. place, we have the g:eatest reas?n to expect
cessity of making the earliest remittance, for these purposes, the town ~Ill be .exposed to eutlre destructl~n., As, our

is too obviousforme to add more.' "
. fears are qUIetedwIth regard to ,General Howe s mtentlOns,

When I wrote that part of this letter which is antecedent we b~g w,e may have s?m~ assurances that so drea?ful a.
to this date, I fully expected it _would have gone before calamity ,may not be brought on by any measures wI~hout.

now by Colonel Bull, not deeming it of sufficient impor- As a testimony .of the truth ?f the ab~ve, we have sIgned

tance to. send a special messe~er; but he defened his re- our names, to thISpaper, camed out by Messrs. Thomas and

turn from time to time, and never set off till to-day. These Jonathan Am~ry, and ~eter ,Johonnot; who ha,;e, at the

reasons I hope will excuse the delay, and. be received a,s a e3.,\1lestentreatl,e~of the mhabltants, throu~h the.LlCutenant,.

proper apology for not transmitting it sooner. Governour, solIcited a flag of truce for thIs purpose.

~ ~ haye the hop-our to he, with great respect, sir, your JOHN SCOLLAY,
most humble servant, : , GEORGE W ,A~HINGTON. .. TIMOTHY NEWELL, .

To the President of Cono-ress.' THOMAS MARSHALL,
. 0

SAMUEL AUSTIN.

..

.To His Excellnwy GENER4-LW,\SHINGTON, Commander-in-
. Chief of the Army of the United Colonies:
In obedience to y~ur Exc~llency's orders, wehiwe con-. ..

sidered the matters refened to us, and beg leave to recom-
mend the following Signals to be gIven from Roxbury, in
case of any movement of the enemy to distress our people
at Dorchester-Hill.

'Signal in case the enemy begin to embark: a flag on
Roxbury Meeting-House. If they actually land at Dor-
chester, two flags, one over the other. In case the number'
of the enemy exceed two thousand men, a flag at the east,
and another at the west end of that Meeting-House. In
case a reinforcement in addition to "the two thousand are
seen .embarking, a flag on the east, a flag on the west, and
a flag in the middle of that Meeting-House. In case the
enemy begin to retreat, three flags, one above i:he other.
In case the enemY,carry the wor~s, the flags are to be
struck. ' .

, We further beg leave to recommend to your Excellency,
that should it appear from the signals at Roxbu1"1J, or in any
other way, that an attack may be made upon Boston with
good probability of success, we recommend that four thou-
sand men embark at the mouth of ()qmbridge River-two
thousand of them to be furnishtfd fl.om Cambridge, and two

. thousand from Prospect and Winter Hills; one. thousand
from each of those Hills. The two thousand from Cam-
bridge to be commanded by Brigadier-General Sullivan;
and the other two thou§and by Brigadier-General Greene.
The whole to be commanded by Major-General Putnam.

Sign'al for the embarkation: a pendant hoisted on Pros-
pect-Hill.

.

The first division, under Brigadier-General Sullivan, to
lap-d at the Powder-House. 'fh\J ~ecohd division, under
Brigadier-General Greene, to land at Bartonls Point, or
rather to the south of it. Those who land at the. Powder-
House, to gain possession of Be(1con-HilZ"and' ~lount-
Whoredom. Those who land at Barton's Point, to gain'
possession of Copp's Hill, and after securing that post, pro-
ceed to join the other division, and force the enemy's works
and gates at the Neck, by which means the Troops fi'om
Roxbury may be let in to assist in the reduction of the town.

The two divisiQns to consist of eight RegimGnts, of five
hundred men each, the men to be chosen, the arms to be
well examined, and the officers to be the best, most re~o-
lute, and expenenced. '

,

The three floating-batteries here to go in &ont of the
other boats, and keep up a heavy fire brl that part of the
town where the landings are to be made. .

. .
ISRAEL PUTNAM,

JOHN SULLIVAN, ,

NATHANIEL GREENE,

HORATIO GATES.

. 1toxbury, March 9, 1776.

SIR: Agreeflbly to a promise made to you at the lines
yesterday, I waited upon his Excellency General Washing-
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ton, and presented to him the paper (handed to me by J:"ou)
from the Selectmen of Boston. Tlle answer I received

. from him was to this effect: "
That as it was an unau-

thenticated paper, without an address, an~ not ?b,l,igato;y
upon General Howe, he would take no notice of It.

I am, with esteem and respect, gentlemen, your most
obedient servant, EBENEZER LEARNED.

To :Messrs. Amorys and Johonnot.

.
GENERAL ORDERS.

Heau-Quarters, Cambridge, February 27,1776.

(Parole, Rancock.) (Countersign,.Adams.),

As the season is now fast approaching when every man
must expect to be drawn into the field of action, it is highly
necessary that he should prepare his mind, as welJ as every-
thing necessary, for it. It is a noble cause we are engaged
in-it is the cause of virtue and mankind. Every temporal
advantage and comfort to us and our. posterity depends
upon the vigour of our exertions; in short, freedom or
slavery must be the result of o:ur conduct; there can, there- .

fore, be no greater inducement to J'l)en to behave well. But
it may not be. amiss for the troops to ~now? .that if any man

in action shall presume to skulk, hide himself, or retreat
from the enemy, without the orders of his commanding offi-
cer, he will be instantly shot down, as an example of cow-
ardice--cowards having too frequently disconcerted the best
formed troops by their dastardly behaviour. '

Next to the favours of Divine Providence, nothing is
more essentially necessary to give this Army the victory of
all its enemies, than ex.actness of discipline, alertness when
on duty; and cleanliness in their arInS and persons. Unless
the arms are kept clean, and in good firing order; it is im-
possible to vanquish the ~neJ?Y; and <;leanliness of the per-
son gives health and soldlerhke appearance. That no con-
fusion may ensue when the troops are called to action, the
General has orden~d all the posts and guards of the lines
and redoubts t() be so fixed and regulated, as every officer
and soldier may know. his place and his duty; and to con-
firm the order and discipline, the General orders, that the

. officers and men who are to mount guard do parade every
JIlor1'1ing at eight o'clock, upon their regimental parades,
wh'ere they are to be reviewed by the Ad,jutant in the pre-
sence of a Field-Officer, who is to see that their anns, am-
munition, and accoutrements, care complete, and the men
dressed in a soldierIike manner. The Adjutant is then to
march them to the parade of the Brigade, and deliver them
ove1: to the :Major of Brigade, who is very minutely to in-
spect the whole, and then m,arch them to the grand parade,

.

where the Brigadier, with the Field-Office.rs of the day,
will attend, to see all the guards paraded and march to their
several destinations. With the Brigadier will constantly
mount his :Major-of-Brigade, who is always to make up the
guards upon the. grand parade, and report all extraordina-
ries to his Brigadier-General. The Brigadier of the day
will give his orders to the Field-Officers of the day, at what
time he would have them to go the visiting and grand
rounds, and half an hour before day, order all the guards, to
be under arms, and properly posted, visit the O).1tposts,see
that the guards .are properly placed, and that everything is
in good order for defence, in case of an .attack.

.
All officers

commanding guards are to report to the Brigadier of the
day, who is. to report to the Commander-in-Chief. The
guards to be made up on the grand parade are, Lechmere-
Point, Cobble-Hin, Ploughed-Hin, White-House, main
guard ou Prospect-Hill, the South, North, and Middle Re-
doubts, Lechmere's Point Bridge, and the main guard for
Cambridge and fVinter-Hill. All other guards are to be
sent from lhe Brigade parades, (the quarter-guards of the
Regiments excepted,) who are paraded on their ~egimental
parades.,

Hcad-Quarter~, CambriUge, February 28, 1716.
(Parole, Harrison) (Countersign, Lynch.)

The commanding Geperal at Roxbury will, as soon as
possible, establish a detail of duty at that post, as similar to
that in yesterday's orders as the circumstances of his com-
mand will admit; which, when fixed, is to be trC).nsmitted
to the Commander-in-Chief for his inspe"ctionand approba-
tion.

The Brigadiers-General to take especial tare that all.tll.c
Regiments belonging to their respective Brigades know theIr
alarm posts, that they may instantly repair to them in case
~~m. .

As the guards are most of them increased, the sentries
are to be increased in proportion.

A communication must be made and kept up between
post ~nd post, that the rounds and patrols inay pass con-
veniently in the night. .

.

As the roads are so ~~xtremely dirty, and the ground so
unsettled, his Excellency orders the guards, until further
orders, to be paraded in the .same manner, and upon the
same parade, as they were this morning.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, February 29, 1776.
(Parole, Franklin) (CQunt~s~gn~ Carroll.)

The commanding officers of Brigades are to order all the
spears in the several posts and redoubts to be examined,
cleaned,' and collected in the proper places, and make a re-
turn of the .numberfit for service in eaqh Brigade, and
where deposited.

Ensign Andre.w Brown, of the Seventh Regiment of
Foot, tried at a late General Court~:Martial, whereof Colond
Phinney wa~ President, for "insulting and challenging his
commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel J}foulton." The
court were of opinion that the prisoner was not guilty of
the whole of the char~e, but only of insulting Colond
~Moulton; therefore, adjudge him publickly to ask' pardon
of Lieutenant-Colonel Jf;loulton for the affiont.

The General approves the sentence, and orders the exc-
cution of it to be as soon as possible, and the prisoner then
to be released from his. arrest.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 1,1776.

(parole, Arnold.) (Countersign, Chace.)

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, March 2, 1776.
(Parole, ~1'eilson,.) (UJuntcrsign, Adams.)

Upon any alarm, Colonel Patterson's Regiment is im-
mediately to repair to Lechmcre's, leaving one Captain,
two Subalterns, two Sergeants, and fifty rank and file, in the.
work leading ~o the bridge.

Colonel Bond's Regiment is instantly to march to Cob-
ble-Hill, and Colonel Sargent's Regiment to the North,
:Middle, and South Redoubts. This is to be considered as a
standing order, until countenm~nded~

Generals Heath's, Sullivan's, Greene's, and Frye's Bri-
gades are, in rotation, to march a Regiment an hour before
day, every morning, into the works on Lechmere's Point
aDd Cobble-Hill, five CompanIes of wpich to go to the
former, and three to the .latter ; they are to remain in the
works until sun-rise.

The Field-Officersfi)f the guards at Lechmere's Point,
Cobbk-Hill, andPloughed-lIill, are to consist of Lieut'~-
nant-Colonels and :Majors; a~ those for the day are Colonels.
. The commanding officers of Regiments who have ne-

glected to see their men supplied with fascines, are imme-
diatel y to order. every non-commissioned officer and soldic'!'
'to provide one good fascine, which is to be put under a sen-
try of the quarter-guard of the Regiment.

Hcad-Quarters, Cambridge, March 3, 1776.
(Parole,. . . . . . .) (Colintersign,. . . . . . .)

No officer or soldier, under any pretence, is to be absent
from his post, without leave in writing from his Brigadier-
General, who is not to grant liberty Qf running bacbvards
and forwards from hence to Roxbwj;, but in very especial
ca,ses.

'
., .

As it is not unlikely but a contest may soon be brought
on betw~en the Ministerial Troops and this Army, the Ge-
neral flitters himself that every officer and soldier will en-
deavour to give such distinguished proofs of his cond\lct mli
good behavwur as becorriesmen fighting for everything that
is dear and valuable to freemen, remePlbering at the same
time what disgraceful punishment will attend a contrary
behaviour. . Every man's conduct will be marked, and re-
warded or ptmished accordingly, aQ-d cowardice in a most

.
exemplary manner. The Colonels,or commandingofficers
of Regiments, are to see that their several Regiments are
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properly told off, and the supernumerary officers so posted
as to keep the men to their duty, . Particular care is to be
take~ to prevent their firing at too great a distance, as one
fire well aimed does more execution than a dozen at long-
shot.

All wood-cutting parties, &c.~ are to join their respective
Regiments until further orders. The Quartermaster-Gene,.
ral may draw the carbines out of the Commissary's stores,
and put them into the hands of the carpenters, or such
others as he shall think will use them to the best advantage,
taking.care to return them when called far. All arms in
store fit for use, may be delivered out to the Adjutant-Ge-
neral's order. -

The Brigadiers are t'o see that the anns in their several
Brigades are disposed of to the best advantage, placing them
in the hands only of such men as are fittest for duty; and
that tlw spears are used as occasion shall require, to supply
the defect of arms.

As it has been suggested to the General that many of
the town's people, &c., influenced by a zeal for the cause of
their country, are inclined to throw aid in .case the Army
should be calkd to action, the General d~sires that they
will (to prevent any kind of confusion OJ;"disorder) join dif-
ferent Companies in the several Regiments, as they shall
choose, or form themselves into a di;;tinct corps, under offi-
cers of their. own choosing, and put themselves under the
immediate command of SOme Brigadier, that they may not
be .considered or act as an independent Company.

Two Companies of Colonel Thompson's Rifle Regiment
are to. march. to-morrow evening to Roxbury, .with their
1,Jlankets, arms, and three days' provisions ready dressed.
The officer commanding the party will r~ceive his orders
from the Adjutant-General. . .

Colonel Hutchinson's and Colonel French's Regiments
are to march to Roxbury by sU\1riseon Tuesday morning,
with their blankets, arn1S,and three days' provisions ready
dressed.

II

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 4, 1776.
(Parole, Hooper.) (Countersign, AII~n.)

rhe flag on Prospect-Hill, and that at the Laboratory
on Cambridge-. Common, are ordered to be hoisted only upon
a general alarm; of this the whole Army is to take particu-
lar'notice, and immediately lipon those colours being dis-
played, every officer and soldier must repair to his alarm
post. This is to remain a standing order until the Com-
mander-in-Chief shall please to direct otherwise.

The several Surgeons of the Hospitals at Cambridge,
and every Regimental Surgeon. in the left and centre divi-
sions of the Army, are directed ta meet at five Q'clock this
evening, at Brown's Tavern, in Cambridge, to takedirec-
tions from tbe Director-General of the Hospital relative to
the immediate disposition of their sick, and in what manner
they and their Mates are to be posted.

The College to be forthwith appropriated to the reception
of the Regimental sick, and such as may be wounded; that
suitable barracks .atProspect-Hill, or any other part of the
camp which the Director-General of the Hospital shall ad-
vise, be got in immediate readiness for the J;"eception of at
least one hundred wounded, in -case of \1eed; and such a
number of men as he may think sufficient be ordered to
assist' in carrying wounded men to the Hospital. Hand-
barrows and other proper means to be provided for th()ir re-
moval.

.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 5, 1776.

(Parole, Dorchester.) (Countersign, Thomas.)

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 6, 1776.

(Parole, Lecltm~r!.) (CtJuntersign,Putnam.)

Stephen Moylan and William Palfrey, Esqs., are ap-
pointed Aids-de-camp to. his Exc;ellency the Commander-

in-Chief. .They are to bl;)obeyed as such.
Thursday, the 7th instant, being set apart by the hor}Our-

able the Legislature of tbis Province, as a day of fasting,
prayer, and humiliation, "to implore the Lord and Qiver of
all victory to. pardon. our manif01d sins and wickednesses,
and that it would please him to bless' 'the Co:ntinental arms
with his divin~ favour and protection;" all officers and
soldiers ar~ strictly enjoined to pay all due reverance and

FOURTH s'lmIEs.- VOL. V.

attention on that day to the sacred duties due to the Lord
of hosts for his mercies already received, and for those bless-
ings which our holiness and uprightness of life can alone
encourage us to hope through his mercy to obtain.

The Brigadiers-General Heath and Frye to se:nd for
their respective Colonels immediately, and with them ap-
point the officers and soldiGrs from each of their Brigades,
to be selected fi)r the command under the Brigadiers-Gene-
ral Sullivan and Greene; to direct .that they be the best
and most approved soldiers.; tl~at their arms, ammunition,
and accoutrements are c'omplete, 'and in proper order, and
the whole to be ready to turn out uppn the .shortest notice.
General Heath to report the names of the Colonels' and
Field-Officers who are appointed for this service, fa his Ex-
cellency as soon as possibte. .

lIead-Quarters, Cambridge, March 7, 1776.

(Parole, Chedworth.) (Countersign, Gerry.)

Head-Quartere, Cambridge, March, 8, 1776.
(Parole, Henry.) (Countersign, Lloyd.)

The General Court-Martial, of which Colonel Phinney
was President, to assemble 'to-morrow morning, at eleven
o'clock, at Pomeroy's Tavern, in Cambridge.

His Excellency the General returns. h\s thanks to the
Militia of the surrounding districts for their spirited and alert
march to Roxbullj last Saturday and Sunday, and for the
noble ardour they discovered in defence of the cause of
liberty and ~heir country. .

Retu~ of Powder, C~rtridges, Flints, and Buckshot, in .
ltlagazines at WISTER-HILL and PROSPECT-HILL.

-i1
::I

>Q

'-o

1,000 ~one.
950 2,000

1,95.0
I

2,000TotaL 182

In ~~Iagazine at PROSPECT-HILL.

Paper cannon-cartr!dges, 24-pounde~, 52 ~Filled.
Paper cannon-cartndges, .3-pounders, .30 5'
Port-fires, 15
Canister SI,lOt,9-pounders, 26
Canister shot? 24-pounders, - .27
Flannel canpon-cartridges, 24-pounders, 18

Errors excepted.
EZEKIEL CHEEVER, Commissary of Artillerv.-

C~mbridge, March I, 1776. ,
..

Return of Powder at 'WINTER-Hu..L,PROSPECT-HILL,and
in Ordnance Store.

Magazine on Winter-Hill,
.

MagazIne on Prospect-Hill,
In Store, -..

i273
4"

61
4"

40

Barrels, . 174
Errors. excepted.

.EZEKIEL CHEEVER, Commissary of Artillery.
Cambridge, March 4, 1776.

Report of the number ;)j'Shot 'and ~7telu;fired into BOSTO~,
on the night of the 4th of MARCH,1776.

Lamb's Dam.' 5 13-inch shells; 6 'IO-inch shells-11.
42 24-pound shot; 38 18-pound shot-80.

Lechmere's. Point.' .32 24-pound shot; 14 18-pound
shot-46. 2 -IO-inch shells.

Cobble-Hill.' 18 18-pound shot.
Total, 14;4-shot; 13 shells.

BE~RY KNox, Cownel Regiment Artillery.
8
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Report of the several Returns made by the different Regimental Surgeons, of their Instruments and Bandages, Lint,
Rags, Medif;ines, 8;c., agreeable to the General Orders of FEBRUAR}'25, 1776, to this day.

N. B. I have lost the Return of Colol)eJ Hitchcoc~'s Regimem. All the Instruments are private property. Some have made no return.
", JOHN MORGAN.

On the above, I would remark, that many of the Surgeons have paid no attention to lhe General Orders, by negJecting to bring in their Re-
turns; that, in general, they are but miserabJy supplied with Instruments, Bandages, Lint, Rags, &c., and much worse Wilh Mecticines; some. having none at aU, or next to none.

.

A Return of the Sllrgeons and Jtlates of Brigadier-Gene-
ral SULLIVAN'SBrigade, examined agreeable to Orders,
Sfc. .
Isaac Spafford, Surgeon, of Colonel Nixon's, approved.
Caleb G. Adams, Surgeon, of Colonel Poor's, approved,

but means to quit his place.
o Mr. Green, of

"

, Mr. Goss, of Stark's, both sick;
therefore, not yet examined.

Mr. Parker and Nathaniel Breed, Mates, approved.
Nathaniel Burnap, Mate, not qualified.

One Mate declines examination; but his name is not
come to hand. JOHN MORGAN..

I have' not yet had leisure to make out a list of Instru-
ments, Bandages, and Medicines, necessary for each Regi-
ment, but shall at first leisure. I have given directions in
what manner the Hospital Surgeons are to assist the Regi-
mental Surgeons at Roxbury, and would beg a rew minutes'
conference with his Excellency General TVashington all the
same subject in respect to Cambridge.

]}farch 3, 1776. JOHN MORGAN.

General Return of the Army of the UJSITED COLONIES, commanded by His Excellency GEORGE 'VASHIKGTON,Esq.,
Genera,l and Commandcr-in-Chief; Head-Quarters at CAMBRIDGE,MARCH 2,1716.

HORATIO GATES, Adjutant-General.
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General Return of the Regiments of :/tlilitia of the Province of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,in the service of the UNITED'
COLO]\UES; Head- Quarters at CAMBRIDGE, MARCH 3, 1776.

Return of tlw Regiment of Artillery in the service of the
UNITED COLONIES, commanded by HENRY KNOX, Esq.,
MARCH 3, 1776.

One Cadet, exclusive of the above.
One desertE~dsince last Return.

HORATIO GATES, AdJutant-General.

COLONEL MOREY TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.

HORA;rIO GATES, AdJutant-General.

&c., as soon as may be. I am ordered to provide two
horses and a sleigh to carry the medicines to Canadq. I
am further toinfo.nn you that it is impossible ever to march
the company without some advance pay, clothing, &c. I
wish, gentlemen, I was master of words sufficient to de-
scribe the wants of the men to fix themselves for a long and
tedious march, and to leave a small matter for the support df
their families, while absent. I fully expect I shall want
about two thousand dollars more before the regiment can be
completed, for guns, &c. Lieutenants Grant and Thurbur
marched off last week with a party of forty-four men, be-
longing to Captains Grant a..ndEverett's companies. About
forty more march to-morrow, and about as many now.
None yet from Captain OSl(ood's COl)1pany. All this way
to march next week. I sl~all be obliged to send down for
more money before the whole can complete their march,
unless you thin.k to send me a sum of money by some safe.
hand. I can assure you that no man has yet waited, onfJ
hour for any business on my part, and I am fully detennined'
they shall not. I have been careR!1 to keep everything on
my part ready. Nothing shall be wanting that is in my
power to provide. All the guns that were brought I
have got appraised, and what guns I have purchased, by
them that are good judges of guns, &c. Money answers all
things: if that be wanting, the voyage must of consequence
fuU. *

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant. .

ISRAEl. MOREY.

To the Hon. ]}leshech Weare, Esquire, Chairman 'of the
Committee of Safety o[~w-.Hampshire.

P. S. Since I began the letter, Colonel Bedel came to
Orford, and has wrote you on the atrair, &c. Major James
Richardson, or Colonel Williarn Simpson', will wait upon
you with this express, and wait your orders. You wiII
please to take notice .that th~ footing of Doctor Crane's
bill for medicines last year is, - £ 19 2s. 1d.
This year," - - - - - 63 15 8
Doctor Aubury's bill for medicine, - - - 8 10 0
A case of capital instruments will cost fifty

,

dollars at H~nover, - - 15 0 0
Doctor Barker s account, 14 8 6
SleiD'hand two horses,' - - - . 24 0 0
Cash t!lken by Captain Town, 16 0 0
One hundred guns will cost about, - - 300 0 0
To be advanced to Colonel Bedel, - 300 0 0

Orford, March 7. 1776.

GE1Io~EME~: I am to inform you that many difficulties
have arisen since I left you, about raising tl~is regiment of
Colonel Bedel's-too many to mention at present. I shall
only say that many independeut companies have inlisted,
which has occasioned the long delay of the companies, both
here and Colonel Wait's party. Some recruiting officers
from Colonel Warner's party haveinlisted a considerable
number of fine men; they had the money to pay down forty
shillings bounty, only for about three months' service, which
was mllch easier than to get men for one year. I am alsQ
to infon:n you that Captain Town, who told you and Colo-
nel Bedel that he had his men all ready, has wholly failed,
and taken sixteen pounds, (that is, two months' advance
pay to himself,) as the HonourableJonathan Blanchard
will infonn, &c.

Great difficulty on account of the want of guns, of which I
have been obliged to buy many; and more must be bought,
or .they will be obliged to go witl)Qut, which I should think
would.by no means do, althQugh there were some few guus
there las~ (all. By what I can learn, they will be taken up
before our men can getto Canada. There.is a'.regiment of
Canadians raising in Canada. I find with the money I £760 16 3
can buy about one hundred very good guns, which will cost .

,.' '.
nigh, a thousand dollars.

' I have likewiseto inform you that You will observe that I have.not had any money advanced
1 have purchased, by Colonel Bedel: s order, about seventy' on account of the 'above.. . You will likewise remember that
pounds' worth of medicines for the regiment. I have like- the Qommittee of Safety are empowered to do what is need-
wise. a ,bill of Doctor Crane's for medicine, that DQCtor ful on account of forwarding' this regiment. And further, be
Barker had fc)fColonel Bedel's Regiment last year, about glad of your opinion of Doctor Crane's hilI, &c., as I ani
twenty poun$Is,to pay; all which I shall lay before you,' not a judge of such a:ffalrs. I. M.

,.
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LltCHLAN MCINTOSH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Savannah, in Georgia, March 8, 1776,

SIR: I did myself the honour to write to-your. Excel-
lency the 16th ult., which, for want of conveyance, lies here
still, as our Continental post is not well regulated this length
yet. It is hardly worth troubling you with any report of

?~r battalion, as I have heard from very f()Wof our recruit-
mg officers, and we have only between twenty and thirty
men of them in town; but the transactions here since that
time may deserve some notice. The men-of-war at Tybee,
though still giving out they had no hostile intentions against
this Colony, were encouraging our slaves to desert to them,
pilfering our Sea-Islands for provisions, and our Governour
broke h!s parole of honour, and Went privately in the ni"ht
with his family aboard the Scarborough; Captain Barcl~y,
which gave us every reason to expect they meant to land
at or near the town, destroy it, and carry off about twenty
s,ail of shippin,g lying in the river, having, among other ar-
ticles, near three thousand tierces of rice on board.

Between three and four hundred of our own Militia, and one
hundred from SQuth- Carolina,were all that could be got to
defend an open, straggling, defenceless, and deserted tOWIJ,
with numberless avenues leading to it, and those men under
no control or command whatsoever; and, to add to the an-
archy and confusion we were in, our Council of Safety had
not met for some time, having differed about the meaning of
a ,r~sol'\Teof the Continental Congress respecting the ships
saJlmg the 1st of 1Jlarch. In ~his desperate state of afthirs,
I ventured to take the command of the l\'ljlitia, lest the Co-
lony should be tamely given up, though, I must acknow-
ledge, with some reluctance; and, after examining very par-
ticularly, ,as I was unacql1ainteq, arot!nd the town, I placed
guards everywhere the enemy could land, and m;nbushes in
the diffi~rent roads leading to it, which made the duty very
severe, and reduced our number in town greatly. In the
mean time, the Chcrokee, the two transports, the armed
vessels and boats, came up the river within two and a half
miles of town"near where we sunk a hulk in the channel of
the river, and opposite to Brewton'$ plantation, where I
placed a detachment of one hundred and fifty men, under
cOl'nmand of Colonel Bullock, expecting theywould attempt
to land there. The enemy were parading with their boats
for several days 'within gunshot of our sentinels, who, thtm"h
they were ordered nut to tire unless they were fired up~n
first, or they attempted to land, gave tllPm several shot,
but were not returned.

Our, C~uncil of Safety were got together, and resolved
the slllPpmg should not sail, and ordered they should be
unrigged. The evening of the 2d of ]}larch, one of the
transport sl~ips, (the Schooner Hinc~inbrook,) and S~oop ~'t.
John, of eight or ten guns each, \.:i;.lthsome boats, sailed in
our sight up the North River, back of lIutchinson's Island,
lying opposite to the Town of Savannah, but so £'lr off that
a little battery we had below the town, ,,:hich played upon
them, could do no damage to them.

.
Expecting the enemy

intended coming round Hutchinson's Island, and down the
south side of it, to make their la"nding good at Yamacraw,
(a vill~ge three or four hundred yards above the town,) I
had three four-pounders carried there, a little battery erected
in haste, and threw up intrenchments, and withdrew part of
the guard at Brewton,'s, without weakening too much, or
withdrawing any of our ambushes on, that side, lest it might
be a feint to deceive us. About the middle of the same
night (as we were afterwards infonned) the Commodore,
Barclay, and Majors Grant and Maitland, with about three
hundred men, as it was said, landed on the back of I-Iut-
chin$on's k/pnd, with some h9witzers and fi.ld-pieces, and,
with the assistan,ce and contrivance of all our own seafanng
people, and many from ,the town, crossed the Island and
hid themselves aboard of our merchant ships, which were
previously hauled close to the Island, a little above our bat-
tery at Yamacraw, for that purpose. Early on Sunday,
the 3d, the two armcd vessels, intending to cover the ene-
my's landing, had come round the Island, and, coming
down on the" south side, were attacked by parties of riflers
ordered"for that purpose, and kept smartly engaged OJ!both
sides most 9f the day, until they lost the tide and. got
aground; while two sailQrs, (Americans,) at the risk of their
lives, stole ashor~ and in"formed me the enemy were hid on
board our merchantmen, and had taken Joseph Rice prison-
er, who was employed to unrig them that morning. To

confirm this intelligence; Messrs. Demerc and Robert$ were
ordered to go only alongside the vessels, and, without arms,
to demand our fellow-citizen, Mr. Rice; but, to our aston-
ishment, they were also forced on b9ard and kept, which
convinced us our information was true; and immediately
our little battery of three guns began to play upon them,
which they returned, and was continued very smartly with
ball, langrage, and small-arms, from both sides for several,
hours. Our men were inflamed, particularly at our own
people who had treacherously joined the enemy against
us, and w~e eager to board them ; but we had neither
boats, sailors, or arms, proper for the attempt, and the oars
of the" few boats we had were previously stolen 'a\vay.
The general cry then was, to set all the shipping on fire; in
attempting of which, many of our people showed great reso-
lution and bravery; but~ unfortunately, the first ship set
fire to, (valued at twenty thousand pounds sterling,) was so
large that she grounded before she got up to the others.
Afterwards a sloop was fired, which burned two others,
while the rest were cutting away, amidst the shot of our
rifles and langrage, and slipping higher up the river, out of
our reach, with the last of the flood. In the mean time,
many of the soldiers hastily landed on the Island, in great
confusion, running in the marsh in a laughable manner, for
fear of 01)1'rifles, though £'11'past their re"aeh, until they got
aboard a tire of ships higher up the river, and out of the
reach of our guns, near the arn1ed vessels. In this manner
ten sail of our vessels went along with the enemy round the
upper end of the Island (a channel neverknowJl before)
with sixteen hundred barrels of rice, with the utmost anxiety
and fear. .

After being' foiled in their scheme upon the town, the
Commodore" and IVTajorseagerly and repeatedly solicited a
cessation of hostilities, for which they promised immediately
to repair to Tybee, and not molest us again; which was at
length granted them with seeming difiJculty, though the
truth was, we had no means of ann.oying them by water.
The rest of the shipping we hauled close to the wharves,
confine? some of their Captains for acting against Os, with
our Cluef-Justice and some Counsellors, until they released
our fcllow-citizens, Demere, Roberts, and Rice, and send
them up from Tybce, where our enemies are all now gone.
Whether they intend to try us again or not, I am not able
to inform your Excelleney. In this, I think, they rather
lost, than gained any reputation, and have done us great
honour, by being the second Province on the Continent
;vhich they, attacked, and were shamefully f~i]ed. We had,
III all our dIfr;~rent engagements, but two white men and one
Indian wounded slightly. They must have many both kilbl
and wounded, though they acknowledge but six. Several
were seen to fall.

'

I have the honour to be, your Excellency's most obedient'
and most humble servant, -

LACHLAN McINTOSH.
To' His Excellency GeQrge Washington, Esquire, Captain-

General andCommander~in-Chief of all the Continental
Forces in America.

,',

P, S. The ships-of-war have taken all the .rice (sixt.cen
hundred barrels) out of the merchantmen that so treacher-
ously went down with them, and put it aboard their two
transport ships, without paying a farthing for it. They
claim one-eighth for" wresting them out of the hands of the
Rebels," as the CommodOl'e's certificate expresses it; but I

, doubt they will keep the other seven-eighths also.
L. Md.

Wi]]jamsburgh, Virginia, March 8, 1776,
.

Yesteyday thirty-two Me~bers of the Assembly met 4t
the qapltol, pursuant to adJournment; which not being a
suffiCICnt number to proceed on business, and no Repre-
sentative of the King appearing, they thought proper farther
to adjourn to the first Thur$day in Mag next, when that
honourable body will meet, as well as the General Conven-
tion, for the discussIon of sundry important matters tendinO'

~o the safety and well~being of the Colony, and of Amc7"ic~
m general.

'
At this time the saltpetre works at Warwick, Petersburgh,

and Blanrlford, produce full two hundred weight per da,)' ;
and two other works now erecting on James-River will m-
crease the quantity to upwards of three hunared and fifty
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weight per day. A powder~mi1l is also erecting, which,
when completed, will amply supply this Colony with that
necessary article.

AMELIA COUNTY (VIRGINIA) CO~IMITTEE.

At a Committee held for Amelia County, J1'larch8, 1776:
This Committee, taking into consideration the distressed
situation of many of the Inhabitants of the lower Counties,
who have been reduced to the real wflnt of every necessary
of life by the cruel hand of oppression, think it their indis-
pensable duty to repeat their offers of friendship ahd assist-
ance to as many of the friends to American liberty as may
think proper to come and reside among us; and for our- '

selves, and for our constituents, we do .assure:).ll such that
we will contribute everything in our power to make their
residence agreeable.

Resolved, That these Proceedings be published in the
Virginia Gazette.

Jom, BOOKER, JUN., Clerk.

Williamsburgh, Virginia, March 8, 1776,

In this enlightened age, whoever shall go about to im-
pose shadows on mankind for substances, and names for
things, must be something else tha11 modest, and have other
views than those of fairness and honesty. The present
Ministry, notorious as they have rendered, them;;elves for
their attachment to thos~ arbitrary principles in Govern-
ment, in oppbsition to which our ~lorious ancestors fou,ght,
bled, and died, and by whose spint and wisdom the liberty
we enjoy has been rescued from fonner British tyrants; these
Ministers, after repeatedly rejecting, with disdain, the mOot
modest and pressing applications from every Assembly on
the Continent for redress of intolerable grievances; after
havinO' vainly endeavoured, by force of anns, to enslave
North America ; exp~ct now to effect, by fraud and division,
what their acts and their anns hav,e failed to accomplish.
J3ut let us, my countrymen, be on our guard against their
delusive arts; let us continue to purspe that manly, sensible,
and united conduct, which has hitherto baffled OUI;insi-
dious enemies, and which, persevered in, must finallyac-
complish the political salvation of America. The Ministry
say they will not treat with the General Congress, because
they are an illegal body. If that great luminary of law,
Lord Coke, be right when he says, in the first part of his
Institutes, "nothing that is contrary to reason is lawful," the
converse of the proposition must also be true, that nothing
can be unlawful that is reasonable. The' appointment of a
General Congress beipg founded on reason, cannot, there-
fore, be illegal; and this we shall find estaQlished, as well
by the principles of just reasoning, as by the practice of our
ancestors. It is agreed, by the best writers, that the end
of Government is the security of property and personal li-
berty; that Kings and Governours being appointed by the
people for these purposes, if they forfeit their trust by at-
tempting the ruin both of property and publick liberty, the
Government is at' an end, and power reverts to the people
who gave it. The illustrious Locke, and the glorious Revo-
lution, incontestably established these principles; and the
Government of England is now agreed ,.to be founded on
resi~tance to arbitrary sway. Let us apply this doctrine to
,North America, and we shall find that, for a series of twelve
years, ,the property and liberty of every person here has
been invaded by a variety of acts of Parliament, and pro-
ceedings of Government, for tflxing us without our consent;
for depriving us of trial by jury, in cases of both life and
property; for transporting us to England to be tried for
supposed offences committed here ;,£01' greatly extending
the limits of one of the Provip.ces, and establishing an arbi-
trary Government therein; and, finally) by attempting to
e~force these destructive .meas-qres, py the sword', contrary

, to the plainest principles of the Constitution, of justice" of
compact, and the usage of an hundred and sixty years, or
the first settlement of North 4meri:cg by Englishmen; and
in utter neglect and contempt of repeated modest petitions
from every House of Assembly on this Continent. So
atrocious an :J,buse of powe~, aiming at the ruin of more
than three millions of people now existing, and the many
more millions that are involved in future generations, justi-
fied the people of North ..(1merica,upon the best established

maxims of the Constitution, in the adoption of such mea-
sures as were fitted to insure .the publick safety, and secure
the end of all Government. A Congress was therefore ap-
pointed, consisting of Delegates from the Representatives of
the people in every Colony, that, by a union of their coun-
cils and strength, the cornmon safety might be eftectually
obtained. Those who deny this proceeding to be legal, do
plainly: deny th~ legality of the Revolution, ~nd that title
by whIch the Kmg of England now holds hIs crown;

,

for
when the people of England were abused by similar exer-
tions of despotick power, they assembled, by their Repre-
sentatives, in 1688, not in Parliament, but in Convention,
(or Congress, if you will,) and detennined to banish the
tyrarit Stuart fi'om the throne, and place thereon our glo-
rious deliverer, King William, in ,succession to wh,;mi the
present King now sways the sceptre of that country.

Thus you see, my countrymen, the appointment of a ,

CongresS is founded in reason, self-preservation, and the
practice of England ; but the present' Tory Ministry, and
their secret directors, object to r11is proceeding, not only be-
cause it is agreeable to the purest principles of liberty and
the Revolution-both which -they detest-but because the
Congress, by their wise, spirited councils and COllduct, have
effectually baffled the Cabin'et scheme for enslaving 'Ame-
rica. When Lord' North proposed his clumsy plan of ac-
commodation last winter, he declared, in the House of
Commons, his design to conquer by dividing us; and, after
an opcn declaration of his purpose, the Governours were
directed to propose it to, the different Assemblies. But
America disdained the vulgar artifice, and referred him to
that body (the Gimeral Congress) in which the Councils
of ATI1.{:ricawere centred', and which had already conducted
the general business to general satisfaction. It must be evi-
dent to every thinking man, that if thirteen different treaties
are set up, hopes, rewards, terrors, and all the infinite ma-
chinery of undue inflllence, may, and will be practised in
negotiation, to set the. diffi.,rent Colonies at variance, al1~
thus, by division, to conquer ,aQd ruin America. It is very
rema~k!lble, that the only two Colonies (Nelv- York an,d
New-Jersey) that caught at ,j10Ministerial bait of separate
Assembly application, ,after the rising of Congress 'in 1774,
had their. petitibnsmosi contemptuously rejected; thus de-
servedly meeting that fate which will constantly attend
departure from a wise, firm, and united conduct. These
instances, together with the pI'esent proceed!ng of Adminis-
tration, prove incontestably that they mean to disunite us,
and nothing else. The General Congress, in their declara-
tion of last summer, 1110stsolemnly declare: "For the pro-

,tection of our property, acquired solely by the honest in-
dustry of our forefathers and ourselves, against violence
actually offered, we have taken up arms. 'We shall lay
them down when hostilities shall cease o~ the part of the
aggressors, and all danger of. their being renewed shall be
removed, and not before." If the Ministry mean peace, why
do they not accept this offer, and recall their fleets ,and
armies? Yet you find they are increasing both in every
part of North America. l\fore ships-oC-war and soldiers
come, and ate coming! '\Ve IT\ust, therefore, give up every
claim to policy or prudence, ,if we doubt a moment of their
design to push the war again~t us, under the fal\acious guise
of a treaty. 'If they had the smallest pretensions to sin-
cerity or decency, would they ofter a brave and free peo-
ple terms of accommodation at th!) points of bayonet&?
Would they, after cruelly injuring and abusing us beyond
the example' of former times, insultingly commission per-
sons to rec~ive our submissions and, repentance for defend-
ing rights which Gorl, reason, and compact had given us?
Would they content thel1lselves with repe<tling t,vo or three
acts only of those numerous statutes with,which they have
afflict'ed QS,still retaining the principle with the acts for tax~
irig us without our consent? No, my countrymyn, believe
me; and observe what the great patriot, Lord Chatham,
thought, when' h.e proposed to mark si.nceqty by a removal

. of fleets ~nd anmes from, North Amenca, and by the repeal
of all the obnoxious ~cts. Until you Seethis done, there
wilJ be no sincerity in the proffered treaty. The design is
ev:idently to divide, in the first place; and, in the second, to
gain time-for levying ::md iransportingarmies for our subju~ ,
gation; whilst, under the delusive prospect of accommoda-
tion, their forces now here are suffered to remain unmolested,
to be inltred to the climate, an9 the timely, vigorous efforts

.
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of America delayed and frustrated. When, therefore, they
offer to treat with Assemblies separately, refer them to the
General Congress; and, in the mean time, press the war
with manly vigour and perseverance so long as hostile armies
remain in your country; and hostile they must be if they
remain at all. Common sense, common safety, honour, and
the interest of the present and future generations, all loudly
call on you thus to act; for if the Ministry are in earnest
for restoring peace and doing justice, the united voice of
America, in Congress, will most certainly and cordially
embrace the'Offer.

SOMERS.

ALEXANDER WICKHAM TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Annapolis Guard.House, March 8, 1776.

'GEKTLEMEN: I am confined (as I understand) by your
order. Should be glad to know what charge against me, as
I am ready to answer. I have business of some conse-
quence to do at ltlarlborough; therefore, if coqvenient to
you, would take my trial this afternoon. I apprehend that
in all criminal cases the"culprit is so far indulged as to have
a copy of the charge against him, and his accusers fa.ce to
face. .

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your very humble
servant.,

ALEXANDER 1YICKHAM.
To the Honourable Members of t.he Council of Safety 0("

Maryland. "

JQHK~A. THOMAS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Leonardtown, March 8, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: On Tuesday last, in the :rfternQon, I re-
ceived advice that three arnled vessels were iri, and near,
the Patuxent; that one of them had taken a vessel laden
with flour, bound to Casco-Bay. On the above notice (as
soon as it was possible) we marched down to the mout.h of
the Patuxent; but before we could do anything we were
obliged to borrow aU the arms ITom one company of the
Militia, and those but very indifferent-indeed, so bad that it
would be cruel to set men to work with them. The com-
pany from whom I borrowed the arms are at this mOment
in the greatest want of them, as we have certain intelli-
gence oCa man-of-w]u (a large armed sloop) being at this
time riding- in fotomack. The Militia are, through this
County, in a most defenceless state; and my company, if
possible, in a much worse one. I have therefore sent Mr.
Steward up to you Tequesting to have the arms allotted for
us. If you have iherr1 not, Mr. Steward says he can pur-
chase them. Besides the arms, we want more ammunition;
and it is impossible to do anything without them. This
County being so particularly circumstanced, I entreat you
to allow Mr. Steward to look out for amlS for us. Under
the exigency of affairs I submit it; whether it would not be
better to fonn my c('mpany into two,and make them sixty-
eight non-commissioned officers and privates, with the pro-
per commissioned offlcer~. If you should approve of this
arrangement, I would take the liberty to recommend to
your notice two young gentlemen who have entered cadets
into my company, and who will fill (in my bpinion) very
well the stations of Third Lieutenants. I have stationed
balf my company at the mouth of Patuxent, and half (as
soon as quarters can be got) will be stationed at the mouth
of Potomack; this will put it out of the power of Mr. Ford
to provide for them. I have therefore contracted for a con"
siderable guantityof pork and bread, which will serve the

, men On Patnxent a month or more; and :'V£r.Neal goes off
directly to the mouth of Potomack to get provisions and quar-
ters for the troops there: As the exigency of affairs would not
permit me to consult you, I have, in every step that I have
yet t~ken, consulted the principal gentlemen of the place,
who have unanimously agreed to" the steps that I have
taken; but if they are judged by you to be improper, I beg
to beimmediateIy advised, and you may rely that every
order from you shall be strictly complied with. I mentioned
in my last the necessity of having a horse for expresses
and any other uses; I now see the. necessity more than
ever. The hiring of horses is attended with great delay, and
frequently not to be got; I therefore request that you will
let me purchase one. I know the publickwill be advan-
taged by it. . I also mentioned to you the necessity of
having two drummers and fifers. Indeed, little can be done

without them. I beg you will allow Mr. Steward to get
them at any rate. If purchased, they are the servants of the
publick, and their wages (if they live) will soon pay for
thein, though times are such that I hope you will not stand
for trifles. Cartridge paper is indispensably necessary: I
beg we may have some. Permit me to press you to con-
sider the naked situation of the County, and to request that
Mr. ,Steward rimy be allowed to look out for arms, &c.
The money you ordered me is all expended, and the peo-
ple not yet supplied,'or near it, with clothes and blankets.
I beg you will send me a sum of money immediately:
the purchase of provisions, clothes, &c., exclusive of the
money already received, will take at least between two and
three hundred pounds. I hope I may not be stinted, for I
have but little cash of my own; indeed, what I had has
beep. expended in the service, and the publick is now con-
siderably in my debt." The ,men are allowed rum and mo-
lasses, neither of which articles can be got here. I wish
some method could be fallen upon to get us some. If you
think proper to fonn two companies, I hope the gentlemen
pow in my company will not be overlooked; they wen
deserve your notice, and the two YOU~$ gentlemen cadets;
their names are Robert Chesley and .Henry C'arbery. For
any particulars, Mr. Steward will wait on you, to give you
any necessary information.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant,
J ORN A. THOMAS.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ltlaryland..
CHARLES CARROLL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Bahimore Town, March 8, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: On t,alking with the gentlemen of the Com
mittee of Observation for this town, I find they will be
much in want of provisions for the men now here, as the
Commissary is nQt to be found. They have, I, think, made
a reasonable agreement to have the men supplied with vic-
tuals, ready dressed, at one shiIl,ing per head. At .their
desire I sent the enclosed letter ,to Colonel Thomas Dorsey.
My reason for sending it to him was his having had orders
to hoM h~s men in readiness from the Council; I supposed,
therefore, they :would be preparcd to march. They have
here. about three thousand pounds of powder; if more should
be wanting I shall give them an order for some on Captain
Gaither, as I recollect he has the keeping of some belong-
ing to the Province. There wal an immediate want of a
Surgeon for the ship Defence; neither the Surgeon we had
thought of or his mate being here, I therefore directed Dr.
TYiesenthall to appoint Mr. Coulter, or some other~ and to
get all the lint, bandage; &c., he could, for tlle payment of
which he should have an order. '

Brigadier Buchanan finds himself much distressed for
want of ~ield-Officers. As there is an immediate necessity
for them, he would be glad if blank commissions, ready
signed, could be sent up for one battalion.. Think of it,
and if it can be done, we will pitch on proper persons here.
They are in want of lead-about fift.eenhundred pounds will
do. They will be glad if you will despatch a cart with it
to IIammond's Ferry. They would be glad you could
spare the large rifles. .

I am, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient ser-
w~ C C. ' ltARLES ARROLL.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Mar1jland.

CHARL~S CAR~OLL TO COLONEL THOMAS DORSEY.

Baltimore Town, March 8, 1776.

SIR: I left the Council of Safety yesterday in the aftpr-
noon, after the man-of-war and her tenders had passed the
mouth of our river. If any place is in danger of an imme-
diate attack, I think it will be the town of Baltimore; and,
On talking with their Committee of Observation, I find they
have men enough, but they are very.badly armed; I think,
therefore, it will be proper that you march your battalion,
or all the companies of men in it that have serviceable
arms, with all expedition to this town, unless you have
express directions from the Council of Safety to go with
your battalion to some other place. They will confihri this
order of mine. I am, &c.

C CHARLES ARROLL.

To Colonel. Thomas Dorsey.



125 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., MARCH, 1776. 126

MARYLAND COUNC:tL OF SAFETY TO CALVERT COUNTY
, COMMITTE'E.
[No. 37:] Annapolis,Mar~h8,1776.

GENTLEMEN: We approve very highly your conduct,
and the spirited behaviour of the Militia.' The man-of-
war and tenders aJ,'epast this harbour, and, we appre1lCnd,
are bound to Baltimore; but as there. is no determining
precisely their destinatioJ1, and ;lS possibly they may return
more speedily than we imagine, and attempt -a landing in
your County, we recommend it to you to keep up a con-
stant guard to watch yourcoas!. We thank you for your
i':lformation relative' to a place for the station of the troops
for YOt~rCounty, and request you wil1 immediately provide
the houses at Dr1f,m-Point, or so many ~f them as may be
necessary, for the said troops, as we have ordered their
station there.

We are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Caluert County.

TO THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA.-LETTER I.
My DEAR COUNTRYMEN:The wisdom of some nations

has been great1y commended, because they never enacted
any new law, nor suffered any innovation in their ancient
Constitutions, without first proposing the matter to the peo-
ple, and, giving them a fuU opportunity to express their ap-
probation or dislik~. It is true, we have never come up to
the perfection of tEis rule; yet in the former pappy days, of
the Province, it was a good and salutary custom among us,
freely to discuss and examine .all pub lick affilirs, in conver-
sation as well as writing, when occasion required. And
although since the commencement of our present troubles,
thjs rule CQl,lldnot always be observed, yet ,every unneces-
sary deviation from it has but added to the affiiction of many
real friends of America.

-.
'Grievous as-the least restraint upon the press must always

be to a people entit1ed to freedom, it must be the mor~. so,
when it is not only unwarranted by those to whom they have
committed th~: care of their liberties, but cannot be warrant-
ed by them, consistent with liberty itself. Nevertheless we
readily submitted to it, while any colourable pretext could
be offered for requiring such a submission. Nay, we have
done more-we have too quiet1y yielded to a few who have
been claiming one power after another, tiU at length, en-
couraged by their success, and prostituting the cry of pub-
lick necessity to cloak an ambition which needs as much to
be checked in the lowest,as the highest, they have now the
astonishing boldness to aim at a total destruction. of our
charter Constitution, and seizing into their own .hands our
whole domestick police, wit~ Legislative as well as Execu-
tive authority.

To prepare the way for effecting this most ruinous de-
sign, the majesty of the people of Pennsylvania has b1.\Cn
grievously wounded in the persons of their legal Repre-
sentatives, by repeated attempts to intimidate them in the
discharge of the great trust committed to them by the voice
of their country, and the most scurrilo,us misrepresentation
of patriotick exertions, which have not beep exceeded by
any other body upon the Continent~

Since the press is at length become so free that such
publications arc thought tolerable on one side, it cannot but
be judged reasonable that it should be equally free on the
other side also, especially where charges arc to be answer-
ed and innocence defended. At all risks I am determined
to make the experiment, and to offer one appeal to the re-
mainder of our ancient virtue. Nor need any persons be
alarmed; foJ,'an indecent or, angry expression shall not dis-
honour my pen, nor yet a . single sentiment, which is not
calculated to cement aU parties in the Province, upon safe
and popular grounds, more firmly than ev~r,.in executing
the resolves of Congress, and maintaining American liberty.
So far as our Committees confiny themselves to the pur-
poses of their appointment, which are merely executive; so
far as they are exerting themselves to effect what is well
expressed in the Evening Post of last Thursday, to have
been their original design, viz: "a faithful execution of the
Association entered into 'by the Gontinental Congress, re-
lieving and assisting those who may suffer by the suspen-
sion of trade; promoting reconciliation uponconstitlltional
principles 'between Great Britqin and her Colonies; the
encouraging the manufactory of such articles as are neces-

,

-

sary for our existence, clothing, defence; the preventing
manufacturers or venders of goods and merchandise from
selling the same at unusual or extravagant profit ;" and
holding up transgressors of every rank to publick censure,
without fear or affection-so far, I say, they ought to have
the thanks of their' co~ntry, for generously bestowing their
time and attention to its service, and ought to be supported
by all good men. In this view they deserve the greatest
commendation for their late vigorous endeavours to rescue
their injured fellow-citizens from the avaricious gripe of en-
grossers and fprestallers.

But if, instead of being confined to such purposes as
t[1ese, any individuals of our Committt~es, who, I trust, wiII
never amount to a majority, should, by the bait bf power
thrown out to them by designing men of this or any other.
Province, be led our of .tpeir line, to interfere in matters
foreign to their appointment, I am persuaded, that when
they seriously consider what may be offered on this head,
they will perceive that sl1ch a conduct (as it never can be
submitted to by the people of this Province) would give a
more effectual stab to our domestick harmony, and to the
publick cause, than all the efforts of all the disaffected per-
sons in America can give.

In carrying on our great controversy with England, Penn-
sylvania has no need either to make the least sacrifice of its
Constitution, nor yet to yield in zeal to the foremost of the
Colonies. It has been our singular happiness from the be-
'ginning, that we have been able to grant, and have actuaIIy
granted, as large sums for the COmmon service as. any of
our neighbours, in proportion _to our numbers; and that
these grants,have beenrhade in a way to which the people
were accustomed" and to which they have given their sanc-
tion, by re-electing the same men, since the contest with
England had advanced into open ,val'; thereby pledging
themselves to submit to whatevpr mode may be adopted by
hlture- Assembliys for sinking the immense sums with which
the Province is charged, as well as signifying the fullest ap-
probation of the measures which have been concerted for

. our defence.
This great privilege which we enjoy, of giv]ng our free

unbiased voice 3pnually in the choice of an Assembly,
who, from that moment, by charter, become a constitutional
body, vested with the authority of the people, and can meet
when they please, and sit as long as they judge necessary-.-
this privilege, I say, and the ease and quiet witb which
01)1'publick business has been transacted during the present
contest, have been the envy and admiration of our neigh-
bours, who, enjoying no such perfection in thei1' civil Gon-
stitutions, have been driven into the measure of Conven-
tions, and forced to hazard the emission of money, and
other acts of state, under disadvantages which need nbt be
meQtioned here, as we are yet happily free from them.
'Would any wise people, enjoying such a Constitution, ever
think of destroying it with their own hands? Or does any
other Colony; whose Assemblies can exercise their aut~
rity, ever think of committing the conduct of affairs to Con':
ventions ?' -

But suppose our Assembly really chargeable with ;my
other culpable neglect of duty, with what face could those
of our present Committee, who are so loud in their clamollrs
against them, pretend to step into their seats? 'Were they
chosen for t}1at purpose?" No! They were considered as
chosen for the purposes already mentioned; and although
they consist of a hundred members, they had not two hun-
dred votes. Few people gave themselves. apy concern about
the election, being "vell satisfied trat any number of respect-
able citizens who would take the trouble of a Committee of
Inspection, should be thankful1y indulged with the office.
But would this have been \he case, had it been imagined
that any among them would ever aspire at the powers
vested in an Assembly, fairly and constitutionally elected,
to represent two or three hundred thousand people? For,
whatever may be pretended about the necessity of a Con-
vention, it is certain, that if such a body were to meet, and
could succe'ed in assuming the powers of Government, they
must aU at length be vested, for the sake, of ,executiori, in
the hands of a few men, who consider themselves as leaders
in the city of Philadelphia; and the Province in general'
have but little to say in the matter.

.

These are very serious and alarming considerations to
many; and, therefore, after discussing a certain point of
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~qual importance in my second letter, I will proceed in the
succeeding ones to inquire into the justice of such com-
plaints as have been made against the Assembly. In some
instances, probably, these complaints may appear to be well
founded. 'Where they are so, I shall be ready to confess
it; and as perfection is not to be expected in the first hasty
essays of any publick bodies, providing for new and unpre-
cedented cases, I doubt not' they will readily make such
amendments as may appear necessary to themselves, or be
suggested by reasonable men. In some instances, I ~hall
show that they deserve publick Jhanks, for refusing to com-
ply with some requisitions formerly made; and that others
are now made, which they cannot assent to, without a mani-
fest violation of our Constitution; such as blending the
military and civil power, and giving Field-Officers, who may
hold their places for life, the power of determining appeals,
and discharging assessments, which is now saJely lodged iI1
the constitutional way, with Commissioners chose.n by the
people.

C ATO.

I~HABITANTS OF WESTMORELAND (PENNSYLVANIA) TO PRE-
. SIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read Mars:h 12, 1776.-0rdered to lie on the table.]

. Westmoreland, March8, 1776.
SIR: The inhabitants of this town being sensible of the

blessii1gs of liberty, and desirous of taking a share in de-
fence thereof, by risking their lives and fortunes in the
service of the honourable Continental Congress; it seems
they could think of no better way of testifying their at-
tachment to the common cause than by meeting together
this day, and mILking choice of us as their officers; desiring,
at the same time, we should apply immediately to the ho-
nourable Continental Congress for commissions, that we may
be in readiness to march if your Honours call for us, at the
shortest notice. If your Honours pleaqe to honour us with
commissions, as the people were pleased to choose us their
officers, we will use our utmost skill and ability, in conjunc-
tion with tbe other troops in the Continental service, to sub~ -

due the' enemies of American liberty.W e have; therefore,
despatched Mr. FVilliam Stewart, with copies of the instru-
ment to which we have subscribed, and boi.md ourselves by,
with a list of the names of those who made choice oJ us,
and by whom the honourable' Congress will 'please to send
such commissions, and instructions how to draw sustenance,
mon~y, clothes, arid arms aDd ammunition for the 111en.

'Ve are, sir, with due regard to truth, your Honours'
obliged humble servants,

LAZARUS ST~WART.

TIMOTHY S1\IlTJ;I,

DETHICK HE'VIT,

PHINEAS PEIRCE.

To th~ HonourableJohn Hancock, Esq.
.

..
We certify that a company of men met togetherin Ki'ng-

slon District, in the Town of Westmoreland, OJ!Susquehan-
nah River, and il} the Colony of Connecticut, and there
chose Lieutenant Lazarus Stewart their Captain, Messrs.
Timothy Smith, First Lieutenant, Dethick Hewit, Secol).d
Lieutenant, and Phineqs Peirce, Ensign; and they have
obliged themselves by an instru.ment in writing, to which'
they have signed their names, wid, tbe men who chose
them ofJicers,' to march at the shortest ~otice, to any part
that your Honours or honourable ASf\embly of the Colony
of Connecticut, to which they belong, may direct, to defend
the ~iberties and privileges of America; and do think them
suitable persons to officiate in that station in which they
have been chosen, and do accordingly recommend them to
your Honours.

'

Given under our-hands, this 8th day of ~farch, 1776.
NATHAN DENISON,

JOHN JAMESON,

WILLIAM STEW ART.

To the Honourable Continental Congress, at Philadelphia.

'Vestmoreland, March 6, 1776.

Whereas the inhabitants of this to\vn have oflate been
invaded by a large number of Tori~s,which, by the bless-
ing of OQd, we have repulsed, but, notwithstanding, are

threatened withanoth,er invasion; and as we are also a
frontier town, and lia,ble to ,be attacked by the Indians,
if a war should commence between them and us,_we do
think that it is, our duty to. be in readiness at an hour's
warning, if im invasion should happen, to engage our enemies,
invaders, or intruders; and we, the undersigners, do &eely
and with cheerfulness en'gage in: the common cause as sol-
diers in the defence of liberty, under the direction of the
honourable Continental Congress, or Colony to whkh we
belong; and do freely and of ourselves inlist to go with Ti~
mothy Smith and Lie~ltenant Lazarus Stewart, as officers
over us; and we will su.bmlt ours~lve'i to be ruled, governed,
and ordered by them, as officers, when they shall receive
commissions for that p'urpose, either fi'om our Governour, or
the honourable Continental Congress; and we receive such
bounties and moneys, clothes, &c., as shall be allowed to

'

us as soldiers.
.

Lazarus Stewart, James York, Eiisha Saterly,
Tiinothy Smith, Ol,e,fiah Gore, Jr., William Kellogg, Jr.,
Dethick Hewit, Oliver Hammon, Isaiah Walker,'
Phineas Peirce, Josiah Kellogg, . Leb~us Hammon,
Joh'n Tubbs, Caleb Atherton, Benjamin Cole,
James Smith, Isaiah Pasee,

.
Elijah Brown,

Constant Matterson, Nathan Cary, Azer Curtis;
Elijah Matterson, P';leg Cook, Francis Hopkins, Jr.,
Hemar Swift, Israel Inman, Nathan Brauley,
Elijah Walker, James Hopkins, Daniel Lawre~ce,
Robert Dorrance,Stepi)en Burrell, Daniel FrOJ.nklin,
Ezekiel Hambleton, Richard Inman, Thomas Haath,
Jed. Stephens, Jr., Ebenezer Hebberd, John Murphy,
Kathaniel Church, Sarn.uelEnsign,

'
Stephen Whiten,

Gideon Chnrch, Mason Fitchalden, Thomas Park,
Constant Searls, Jr., Oliver Bennet, Elisha 'Fish,
Samuel Tubhs, William Weich, Abraham Humerston,
Benjamin Jenkins, Silas Gore, William Davison,
Thomas Billdwin, Asaph Whittlesey, Esbon Hatch,
Rufus Ba]Jwin, David Durell, Edward Lester,
William Jac.kways, Asci Mash, John Cary,
Thomas Hill, Justice Gaylard, Jr., Tole Kelly.

A DIALOGUE BETWEE.N THE GHO,5T 0.,. GENF.RAL' MONT-
GOMF.RY AND A m;LEG,\TE, IN A WOOD NE1\.R PHIL.-\.-

DELPHIA. .
"

,

DELEGATE.We1come to this retreat, my good friend. If
I mistake not, I see th~ ghost of the brave General ltlollt-
gomeT1J. .

Oeneral MONTGOMERY.J am glad to see you. I still
love liberty and America; and the contemplatjon of the fu-

'ttlre greatness 'of this Continent now forms a large share of
my present happiness. I am sent here upon an- important
errand, to warn you against listening to terms of accommo-
dation from the Court of Britain.

DELEGATE. I shall ,be happy in receiving instruction
fr?m you in the present trying exigency of our publick af-
faIrs; but suppose the terms you speak of should be just and
honourable.

Oen. MONTGOMERY.How caT! you f'xpect these, after
the King has proclaimed you Rebels from the Throne, and
a~ter. both ~ouses of Parlj;LI~ent have resolved ,to support
lum m carrymg on a war agmnst you? No; I see no offi..rs
from Oreal Britain, but pf pardon. The, very word is an
insult upon our canse. To whom is pardon offered? To
virtuous freemen. For what? For flying to arms in de-
fence of the rigflts of humanity. And fi'Om whom do these
offers come? From a Royal crimi,naJ. You have furnished
me with a new r~ason for triumphing in my death; for I
had rather have It said that I died by his ven<reance than
that I lived by hismercy. ' "',

DELEGATE. But yo\! think nothing of tbe destructive-
ness of war; how many eities must be reduced to ,ashes,
a~d ho~ many familie~ must be ruined, and how many
wIdows and orphans must be made, should the present war
be continued any longer with Grea,t Britain.

Oen. MONTGOMERY,I think of nothinir 'but the destruc-
tive consequences of slavery. The cala~ities of war are
transitory, and confined in their effects; but the calamities
of slavery 'are extensive, and lasting in their operations. I
love mankind as well as you, and I would never, restrain a
tear when my love of justice has obliged me to shed the
blood of a fellow creature, It is my humanity that makes
me urge you against a reconciliation with Oreat Britain'
for if this takes place; nothing can prevent the America~
Colonies fi'oI,TI)Jeing t~e s?at of war, ~s often as the King
o~ Oreat l}rztmn ren,ews Ius. quarrels wIth any of his Colo.
mes, or wIth any of the bellIgerent powers of Europe.
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.

DELEGATE. I tremble at the doctrine you have advanced.
I see you are for the independence of the Colonies on Great
Britain.

Gen. MONTGOMERY.I am for permanent liberty, peace,
and security to the American Colonies.

DELEGATE. These can only be maintained by placing the
Colonies in the situation they were in in the year 1763.

Gen. MONTGOMERY.Arid is no satisfaction to be made
to the Colonies for the blood and treasure they have ex-
pended in resisting the arms of Great Britain 7 .Who can
soften the prejudices of the King, the Parliament, and the
nation, each of whom will be averse to maintain a peace
with you in proportion to the advantage you have gained
over them? Who shall make restitution to the widows, the
mothers, and the children of the men who were slain by
their arms? Can no hand wield the sceptre of Govern-
ment in America, except that which has been stained with
the blood of yourcopntrymen ? For my part, if I thought
this Continent would ever acknowledge the sovereignty of
the Crown of Britain again, I should forever lament the
day in which I offered up my life for its salvation.

DELEGATE. You should distinguish between the King
and his Ministers.

Gen. MONTGOMERY.I live In a world where all political
superstition is done away. The King is the author of aH the
measures carried on against the Americans. The influence
of bad Ministers is no better apology for these measures,
than the influence of bad company is for a murderer, who

. expiates his crimes under a gallows. You all complain of
the corruption of the Parliament, and of the venality of the
nation; and yet you forget that the Crown is the source of
them both. You shun the streams, and yet you are willing
to sit down at the very fountain of corruption alld venality.

DELEGATE. Our distance and charters will protect us
from the influence of the Crown.

Gen. MONTGmIERY. Your distance will only render your
danger more inmlinent, and your ruin more irretrievable.
Charters are no restraints against the lusts of power. The
only" reason why you hav"e escaped so long, is, because the
treasure of the nation has been employed for these fifty years
in buying up the virtue of Britain and Ireland. Hereafter,
the seduction of the Representati\'es of the people of Ame-
rica will be the only aim of the Administration, should you
continue to be connected with them.

DELEGATE. But I foresee many evils from the independ-
enc~ of the Colonies. Our trade will be ruined, from the
want of a Navy to protect it. Each Colony w;n put in
its claim for superiority, and we shall have domestick wars
without. end. . -

. -.

Gen. MONTGOMERY.As I know that Di\-ine Providence
intends this country to be the asylum of persecuted virtue
from every quarter of the globe, so I think your trade will
be the vehicle that will convey it tq you. Heaven has
furnished you with greater resources for a Navy than any
nation. in the world. Nothing but an ignorance of your
strength could have led you to sacrifice your trade for the
protection of a foreign navy. A freedom from the restraints
of the acts .of navigation, I foresee, will produce such im-
mense additions to the wealth of this country, that posterity
will wonder that ever you thought your present trade worth
its protection. As to the supposed contentions between sis-
ter Colonies, they have no foundatioll in truth; but, sup-
posing they have, will delaying the independence of the
Colonies fifty years prevent them? No; the weakness of
the Colonies, \vhich at first produced their union, will always
preserve' it, till it shall be their interest to be separated.
Had the Colony of JJ1assachusetts Bay been possessed of
the military resDurces which it will probably have fifty
years hence, would she have held out the signal of dis-
tress to her sister Colonies, upon the news of the Boston'
Port Bill? No; she would have wiihstood all"the power of
Britain, and afterwards the neutral Coloties might. have
shared the fate of the Colony of Ca'flada. More<;>ver,had
the connection with Great Britain been continued fifty
years longer, the progress of British laws, customs, and
manners, (now totally corrupted,) would have been such,
that the Colonies would have been prepared to welcome
slavery; but had it been otherwise, they must have asserted
their independence with arms. This is nearly done already.
If will be cruel to bequeath another contest to your posterity.

FOUR1'H SERIES.- VOL. v.

DELEGATE. But I dread all innovations in Governments.
They are very dangerous things.

Gen. MONTGOMERY.The Revolution which gave tem-
porary stability to the liberties of Britain, was an inno-
vation in Government, and yet no ill consequences have
arisen from it. Innovations are dangerous only as they
shake the prejudices of a people; but there are now, I be-
lieve, but few prejudices to be £{mnd in this country in fa-
vour of the old connection with Great Britain. I except
those men only, who are under the influence of their pas-
sions and offices.

DELEGATE. But is it not most natural for us to wish for
a corinection with a people who speak the same language
with us, and possess the same laws, religion, and forms of
Government, with ourselves?

.

Gen. MONTGm.1ERY.The immortal ltlontesquieu says,
that nations should form alliances with those nations only
which are as unlike to themselves as possible in religion,
laws, and manners, if .they mean to pre~erve their own con-
stitution. Your dependance upon the Crown is no advan-
tage, but rather an injury to the people of Britain, as it
increases the power and influence of the King. The peo-
ple are benefited only by your trade, and this they may
have after you are independent of the Crow-no . Should
you be disposed to forgive the King and the nation for at-
tempting to enslave you, they will never forgive you for
having batRed them in the attempt.

DELEGATE. But we have many friends in both Houses
of Parliament.

pen. MQNTGOMERY.You mean the Ministry have many
enemies in Parliament which connect the cause of America
with their clamours at the. door of Administration. Lord
Chatham's Conciliatory BiU would have ruined you more
effectually than Lord Nor'th's motion. The Marquis of
Rockingham was the author of the Declaratory Bill; Mr.
Wilkes has added infamy t9 the weakness J)f your cause;
and the Duke of Grafton and Lord Littleton have rendered
the minority junto, if possible, more contemptible than
ever.

DELEGATE. But if we become independent, we shall be-
coine a Commonwealth.

Gen. MONTGOMERY.I maintain that it is your interest to
be independEmt of Great Britain; but I do not recommend
any new form of Government to you. I should think it
strange that a people who have virtue enough to defend
themselves against the most pov,;erftll nation in the world,
should want wisdom to contrive a perfect and free form of
Government. You have been kept in subjection to the
Crown of Britain by a miracle. Your liberties have hitherto
been suspended by a thread. Your connection with. Great
Britain is unnatural and unnecessary. All the wheels of
Government should move within itself. 1 would only beg'
leave to observe to you, that monarchy and aristocracy ha.ve
in all ages been the vehicles of slavery.

DELEGATE. Our Governments will want force and au-
thority, if we become independent of Great Britain.

Gen. MONTGOMERY.I beg leave to contradict that asser-
tion. No Royal edicts, or acts of Assembly, have ever been
more faithfully obeyed than the resolves of the Congress. I
admire the virtue of the C010nies; and did not some of
them still hang upon the haggard breasts of qreat Britr:in,
I should think the time now come iIi which they had virtue
enough to be happy under any form of Government. Re-
member, that it is in a Commonwealth only that you can
expect to find every man a patI:iot or a hero. Aristides,
FJpaminondas, Pericles, &ipio, Camillus, imd a thousand
illustrious Gredan and Roman heroes, would never have
astonished the world with their names, had they lived under
royal Governments. .

DELEGATE. Will not a declaration of independence less-
en the number of our friends, and iJ.lcrease the rage of our
enemies, in Britain 7

Gen. MONTG0MJ!:RY.Your friends (as you call them) are-
too few to divide, and too interested to help you; and as
for your enemies, they have done their worst. They have
called upon Russians, Hanoverians, Hessians, Canadians,
Savages, and Negroes, to assist them in burning your towns,
desolating your country, and in butchering your wives and
children. You have nothing further to fear from them..
Go, then, and awaken the Congress to a sense of their im-

. .
9
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portance; you have no time to lose. \ France waits for
nothing but a declaration of your independence, to revenge
the injuries they sustained from Britain in the last war.
But I forbear to reason any further with you. The decree
has final1y gone forth: Britain and Araerica are distinct
empires. Your country teems with patriots, heroes, and legis-
lators, who are impatient to burst forth into light and impor-
tance. Hereafter, your achievements shall no more swell
the pages of British history. God did not excite the at-
tention of all Europe--of the whole wodd-nay, of angels
themselves, to the present controversy, for nothing.. The
inhabitants of Heaven long to see the ark finished, in which
all the liberty and true religion of the wodd are to be de-
posited. The day in which the Colonies declare their inde-
pendence, will be a jubilee to Hampden, Sidney, Russell,
Warren, Gardiner, JUacpherson, and the other heroes who
have offered themselves as sacrifices upon the altar of liberty.
It was no small mortification to me, when I fell upon the
Plains of Abraham, to reflect that I did not expire, like the
brave General Wolfe, in the arms of victory. But I now
.no longer envy him his glory. I would rather die in at-
tempting to obtain pem1anent freedom for a handful of
people, than survive a conquest which would serve only to
extend the empire of despotism. A band of heroes now
beckon to me: I can only add, that America is the theatre
where human nature will soon receive its greatest military,
civil, and literary honours.

.

Friday, March 8,1776.

LORD STIRLING TO COLONEL WARD.

Head-Quarters, New-York, March 8, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I write this letter' to you in the utmost con-
fidence of secrecy, and therefore no man but your~elf is to
see it. It is absolutely necessary .to prevent the present
communication between the Ship Phenix, which lays off
the west end of Long-Island, below the Narrow.s, and the
people of that part of Long-Island; but more especial1y to
take or destroy a certain Frank James, a pilot, who now
assists Captain Parker, commander of the Phenix, in d~-
coying and taking vesseb of great importance to the cause
we are engaged in. There are some other pilots serving
him in the same way, whose names I am not infor111edof,
but are well known to the bearer'J Mr. Christopher Duyc-
kiru:k, who, with three or four other guides, will attend you
for the purpose hereinafter mentioned.

I must desire you will pick out of your regiment two of the
most alert officers, and two parties of about twenty men each,
to be supplied with twenty rounds of ammunition, and three
days' provision, and order them to proceed with the guides,
to the place they will show them, to conceal themselves
as much as possible from the people of the country, and to
take such stations as are most proper for effecting the pur-

o

poses above-mentioned; and to. take and secure or destroy
those pilots, or any persons belonging to the IWm-of-war.
It will be best that the two parties march from your quar-
ters to-morrow evening, a little before moon-rising, so that
they may arrive at their station before daylight; and it ,vili
be absolutely necessary that the officers of each party con-
sult with, and put the utmost confidence in, the guides
assigned them. When the parties have taken their stations,
they, if possible, should prevent any boats from leaving the
shore, without firing, or by any means alanning the !pen-of-
war or the country ; and the shortest way of effecting this
will be, for single men about daylight to examine the shore,
and with their hatchets to cut a hole or two in thc bottom
'of all the small boats they find there, and to remove to
sorne secret place their oars, paddles, or sails. .Y ou will
see the necessity of this matter being conducted with con-
duct, secrecy, and alertness, and I doubt not you will
choose your men accordingly.

I am your most humble servant,

To Colonel ~ard, Lon/f-Island.
STIRLING.

I.ORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CO~GRESS.

[Read March II, 1776.]

in my last; also, copies of three letters I wrote to the Con-
vention of New-Jersey, at the request of General Lee; but
as that Convention broke l!P last Saturday, before they
could possibly have received either of the .letters, and as
they have now no Committee of Safety sitting, I have little
hopes of any attention being paid to those letters, unles3
Congress would request Mr. Tucker, the President, to call
a meeting of the Committee of Safety, and to keep sitting
while the publick safety so necessarily requires it.

General Lee left this place yesterday evening, and I sup-
pose will be at Philadelphia before this reaches you. The
arduous task which has devQlved on me, is almost too much
for me, with the little assistance I have; yet the Congres3
may be assured I shall do everything in my power to carry
on the service.

The two regiments here from Connecticut will not be
prevailed upon to stay longer than the 25th instant. When
they are gone, there will not be above five hundred men fit
for service. Five thousand will be too few, I am afraid,
properly to defend this place. The Third Battalion of
New-Jersey Troops, I am told, is near complete. I shall
direct Colonel Dayton, to hold them in readiness to march
to this place as soon as I know this is their destination.

1tlarch 9.-It was yesterday confidently reported that
a large fleet was seen on the coast, coming into Sandy-
Hook; but I have now reason to believe there is no truth
in it.

I am your most humble servant,
STIRLING.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

N ew- York, March 2, 1776.

DEAR SiR: Every hour furnishes new reasons to con-
vince us that all intercourse between the inhabitants of this
Continent and the men-of-war of Great Britain should
immediately cease. This has induced Geperal Lee to di-
rect me to infonn you that he thinks it will be of great im-
portance to thepublick cause that all communication should
be cut off between any part of the Province of New-Jersey
and Staten-Island, on the one part, and the men-of-war
which now are, or hereafter may be, within Sandy-Hook,
or any ship or vessel that has any connection with them, on
the other part; and, in order the better to effect this for the
present, he thinks it will be hi~hly necessary that about
four hundred Minute-men from J\ew-Jersey be stationed on
Staten-Island, near the watering place; who, besides the
above purposes, should keep a constant vigilant lookout
towards the sea, and inform the General of every arrival of
ships, or motion of the men-of-war that may happen. This
part of the service would be much facilitated if Ii few light-
horse were employed to bring the intelligence by the way
of Bergen Point and Paulus IIook. This party on Staten-
lslrrn.dwould also effectually guard the Kill~, and also the
interior country, which is now open to the insult of a
single barge. One company would be useful at and near
Paulus Hook; one or two at Amboy; and two or three, or
four, in 1tlqnmouth County, to guard the coast from Shrews-
bury Inlet to the mouth of Raritan, in which' should. be
included a party of light-horse on the Highlands of Never-
sink.

The objects all these parties should most particularly have
in view, are, to prevent any intercourse of the kind between
the ships-oC-war and the shore; to prevent the former from
receiving wood, water, provision, or any refreshment what-
ever; and to give the General intelligence of every motion
of the eneII1Y, or appearance of ships at sea. If vessels
laden with provisions are indiscriminately permitted to leave
New-Jersey~ they will, by the extraordinary price given by
the command~rs of the men-of-war and Governour Tryon,
be allured. to give them every refreshment they can want;
yet it may be necessary that this place be supplied with
provision from New~Jersey. It will, therefore, be requisite
that the Congress of New-Jersey do commit the manage-
ment of this matter to vigilant men whom they can depend
upon.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
STIRLING.

. New-York, March 8, 1776. To Samuel Tucker, Esq., President of the Congress, of
SIR: I now send you the two returns I mentioned to you New-Jersey, at New-Brunswick.
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New-York, March 3,1776.

DEAR SIR: From intelligence which General Lee has
received this evening ITom the eastward, it is highly pro~.
bable that the whole or a very great part of the Ministerial
Army at Boston are already embarkE:d, and on their wa' to
this place. I am, therefore, commanded by General Lee
to inform you it is his opinion that the whole (or such part
as is ready) of the Third Battalion raised in New-Jersey for
the Continental service do, as soon as possible, by compa-
nies, as soon as they can be completed, armed and accou-
tred, march to this place on the first intimation. Care will
be taken to have boats ready to bring them over from
Paulus Hook to the Hoboken femes.

The General also desires me to repeat to you, that it
may be of the highest importance that the arrangement of
guards on Staten-Island, and the several places mentioned
in my letter to you of yesterday, should immediately take
place.

I must take this opportunity of informing you that the
first Battalion of New-Jersey Troops is now deficient of at
least two hundr,ed stand of arms, whic~ I should before have
urged stronger for had it not been that I knew the difficul-
ties your Congress were under in equipping and despatching
Colonel Maxwell's Regiment to the northward. If we had
been supplied with money for this purpose, we might, by
purchase, have picked up in New-Jersey and in this place
a sufficiency to complete them; but I never yet have had
the command of a single dollar which has been allotted for

. that service. With money, we might still supply the regi-
ment with many; and if Colonel Lowrey, who, I hope, is on
his way to this place, does not supply money for this pur-
pose, and for blankets, L hope the Congress of New-Jersey
will pay attention to it. If Colonel Lowrey should fall in
your way, I m~st beg the favour Qf you to let him know
there is the highest necessity of his being here immediately.

Give me leave to add, that it is my opinion that it will,
at this time, be highly necessary for the Congress of .:-Vew-
.Jersey to continue sitting, or that they have a Committee
of Safety to sit daily, until publick affairs are more certainly
arranged, and that their deliberations and detenninations
never were more necessary than at this juncture.

I am your most obedient, humble servant,
STIRLING.

To Samuel TIu:ker, Esq., President of the Congress of
New-Jersey;

New-York, March 5,1776.

DEAR SIR: The critical situation that this part of the
Continent is in obliges us to think: of every circumstance
that can tend to secure us against the machinations of Ollr
enemies. I have nO doubt the Congress of New-Jersey
will, see. the necessity of sending four or five hundred men
to Stq,ten-Island immediately, and of stationing some men
at Amboy and the other plac~s mentioned in my letter to
you of the 2d instant. Another step seems absolutely
necessary, which is, to prevent the disaffected, or what we
very properly distin~ish by the name of Tories, from
assisting our enemies III doing us mischief, either in joining
with them or giving them intelligence. General Lee has
thought it expedient that the enclosed test be offered to all
suspected persons in . this Province; and to remove all such
as will not subscribe to it; and intends to have it immedi-
ately carried into execution. The Congress of this Province
cannot carry this measure into execution on Staten-Island
without marching a body of men through New-Jersey, and
many other inconveniences. The commanding officer of
the troops I have proposed should be sent to Staten-Island
should, there£::Jre, be instructed to carry this measure into
execution, and to secure all the live stock of suspected per-
sons in such manner as will secure it ITom falling into the
hands of the. enemy .The like should be proposed in every
part of'New-Jersey exposed to an intercourse with the ship-
ping; and General Lee orders me to inform you that it is
his strenuous desire that the Congress of New-Jersey will
carry the measure immediately into execution.

[ am, sir, your most obedient, humble. servant,

STIRLING.

To Samuel TIu:ker, Esq., President of the Congress of
New-Jersey. .

General Morning Report of the First Regiment of NEW
JERSEYTroops, commanded by the Earl of STIRLING.

NEW-YORK, MARCH 3, 1776.
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Return of Arms, Accoutrements, Camp and Barracle Fur-
niture, &-,c.,now in possession oj, and wanting to complete
the Right Honourable the Earl oj STIRLING'SRegiment.
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Barrack Furniture wanting for Officers.

Wanting to complete the Regiment, according to the above
.

Return;
~69 Firelocks (70 received sjnce,) 334 Bayonets (100

received since,) 351'Cross Belts, 345 Cartouch Boxes,
68S Tomahawks, 72 Axel', 578 Knapsacks, 683 Can-
teens, 67 Camp Kettles, ~18 Hats, 183 Frocks, ~22
pairs of StQckings (148 received since,) ~5 pairs of Shoes,
139 Beds, ~~8 Bolsters, ~(j6 Blankets.

To complete Barracks jor 688 Men.
13 Tables, 18 Benches, 151 Bedsteads, 68 Dishes, 58!)

Trenchers, 395 Spoons,S Pots, 19 Candlesticks, 'ti Pails,
31 pajrs of Shovels and Tongs, 22 pairs of Andirons.

STIRLiNG,Colonel.
New.York, February 22, 1776.

MALCQLM MoRRISON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

New-York, March 8, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Whereas the gentlemen of the Provincial
Congress have been pleased to appoint me first Major in
Colonel Swartwout's Regiment, and, as my situation and
business' is such that it is not in my power to serve without
doing jnjustjce to myself and creditors, havjng a considera-
ble interest in my hands to settl~, and having a large family
to take care of, without any person to assist me in sett]ing
my aff:~irs; and whereas Major Henry Ludinton, appojnted
in the militia, js prevajled upon to accept of the commis
sion sent to me; if agreeable to you, I do resign the same
in his favour. He can be recommended by Colonel Swart-
wout, or the Committee of Dutchess County; and I hope
that you will be pleased to appoint him in my stead, he
being a person that has served jn the last war, and well ac-
quainted in the military service; and, gentlemen, your com-
pliance will greatly oblige YOlir very humble servant,

MALCOLlIi MORRISON.

To the Delegates of Dutchess County in_Provincial Con-
gress. ...

N. B. Mr. Ludinton waits for an answer: GeBtlemen,
enclosed you have the commission.

HENDRICK GARRISON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

Richmond County, March 8, 1776.

SIR: The insufferable abuse received before the Com-
mittee of Safety in the County of Richmond, when called
on to evidence agajnst the inimical conduct of some indi-
viduals in that County against our just struggles, causes me
to lay before your honourable House a true state of my
grievances, begging their advice and assistance for redress,
as I think myself jn the present situation 'unsafe in my per-
son and property. -

On Thursday, the 7th of JJfarch, 1776, being summoned
before the Committee, present at that time Christian Jacob-
son, Chairman, John Polyon, Jo

.

hn Ketdtas, Henry Perine,
David Latournette, Corneliu.sDisasway, Peter JJ[ersereau,
]J;[osesDupuy, Lambert Merrell, John Tysen, Joseph
Christopher, and George Barnes. While under examina-
tion, Cornelius Jtlartino, Richard Connor, and John Bur-
bank, were suffered by the Commitiee to abuse your 'com-
plainant, viz: By calling him an informer, cut-throat,' di'rty
rascal, dirty dog, liar, &c.; threatening what they would do.
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if they had him out of doors, which you~ complainant can
prove by creditable evidence. Your complainant, there-
fore, begs jour hOJ;lOurableHouse to take the above under
consideration.

I am, with respect, your most obedient {jumble servant,
HENDRICK GARRISON.

To the President of tbe Provincial Congress of New- York.

THmIASllELKNAP, JUN., TO GENE)lAL LEE.
New-Windsor, March 8, 1776.

PLEASE YOU)l EXCELLENCY; The Convention of the
County of Ulster was pleased to recommend me, the sub-
scriber, to the Provincial Congress in New- York, to raise a
company of Riflemen at Wyoma and the back Mountains,
referring the matter to their better judgment, and if your
Excellency wants such a company of men in the Conti-
n~ntal Army, it is the pe~ition of your humble servant, that
his Excellency would please to make it known to the said
Congress as soon as his Excellency shall think proper,
there being now a considerable number of bright Riflemen
waiting to know whether the honourable Congress will
send a warrant to inlist them or not.

His Excellency's taking the aforesaid matter into his
consideration will oblige his most obedient humble servant
at command ,

THOMAS BELKNAP, JFN.

To His Excellency General Lee, Chief Commander of the
,

Army at New- York, or the next commanding Officer.,

This is referred to the Congress as worthy their conside-
ration, whether Mr. Belknap may not be employed in one
of the New- York Regiments. STIRLING.

March 13, ]7'i'6.

LORD STIRLING TO ABRAHAM YATES.
. New-York, March 8, ]776.

SIR: I now send you copy of part of the orders wbich I
propose delivering out this evening, in consequence of what
passed between the, Committee and myself this morning.

I am your [Ilost humble servant, STIRLING.
To Abraham Yates, Esq.

COLOXEL HASBROUCK TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

Kingston, March S, 1776.

SIR: I have received. the commissions for the Fi!.M-
Officers of the Northern Regiment in Ulster County, which
we hereby return again to the honourable Congress. The
reasons we all give, you w-ill find by another letter of the
same date signed by us. The reasons are, first; 1Ve know
of no Northern Regiment in .UlsterCounty, by that name.
Second, by the subaltern officers their commissions are of
a prior date than ours, and say they' are officers of a com-
pany of foot in the First Regiment; and somc, of the first,
second, &e., company of militia of foot in [TzsterCounty,
and under no command of any Colonel. If we should ac- ,

cept of the commissions sent us, we should be officers, and
have no men to command. And even if the commissions
which were sent uS did say that we should command the
First Regiment in Ulster County, we should still be the
youngest regiment in Ulster County, by the date of our
commissions; for the others are dated in October last, and
ours the 20th of February last. If we are to be ar-
.1anged according to the dates of the commissions, then,
consequently,. we are the youngest regiment. There can
be no propriety, in that case, in any degree; because aH the
other regimen.ts are descended from the first. The whole
County was under the command of one set of Field-Offi-
cers until the year 1756, and it was then divided into two
regiments. .Our. regiment was called the First Regiment,
and the other the Second; !lind both regiments are now
again divided into two regiments, a,nd this regiment to be
the last regIment in said County. I cannot see for what
reason it is done: it must be best known to you, gentlemen.
If we should accept of the commissions sent by you to us,
if the commissicms even mentioned the First Regiment in
TJlster County, and having a junior date, as it has, every

subaltern officer and soldier.we have under our command
would be dissatisfied; because they will judge they arc
wronged in their ranks; tOr the First Regiment in Ulster
County is of as old a st:;mdingas any in the Province, or
near it. I am sorry that the regiment I have had the
honour to command these twenty years, as Lieutenant-Co-
lonel, is now so unsettled, and has not proper persons
commissioned to command them, if their service should be
required. But where the fault lies, let them answer for it.
I know that Messrs. Dumond and Tappan, two of our late
Delegates from Ulster County, have been very officious to
procure or obtain commissions for several persons; and
Messrs. TFynkoop, Cantine, and Palmer, for others, to
serve their purposes. But this is not the time to be the
occasion to breed discord amongst us-so brave a people as
this' part of the County of Ulster is esteemed, for to main- ..

tain, defend, and support American liberty. It is now the
time to cultivate union and harn10ny among ourselves-to
0p'p~seand ,withstand the measures of a ~espotick tyr.annical
J\iJmstry. I understand that George Cbnton, Esq., IScom-
missionated for Brigadier-General of the two brigades of
Ulster and Orange Count.ies. How he comes to be pro-
moted to so high a rank I must leave that with you, (1
know he never was a corporal or sergeant in the Militia,)
and how it was brought about to supersede so many brave
officers in their ranks in the regiments. I very well know
that he never was returp.ed by a Cqunty Committee for a
Brigadier. If our Delegates have done it, they must answer
for it. I doubt very much if it had been left to a County
Committee if he would have been returned for a Brigadier-
General. And why is not the choice of a Brigadier-General
to be made by the County Committee as,well as the Field-
Officers of the First Regiment in Ulster County? Doth it
not appear strange that the neighbouring County of Dutchess
hath appointed (as I am informed by one of the Delegates)
Lieutenant-Colonel Ten Broeck forBri<Tadier-Generalfor the
brigade of said County, he being the cldest Lieutenant-Co-
lonel of that County, and was promoted in his rank; and
in Ulster County to pass by Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel,
Major, and Captains, and put iri George ClintQn, Esq., who
was, or hath never been, in the Militia, as is observed above?

I wrote to the honourable Congress the 6th of October
last past, that I would accept of a commission if it was of-
fere.dto me from the Congress at this critical juncture; that
I was ~eady for defending American liberty; Qut that 1
would, not b~ superseded in my rank. I wrote the same
again the 15th December last past to the same purport by
Mr: Cantine., Since George Clinton, Esq., hath the su-
preme command over the two brigades, and is to command
me, if I accept of the commission, as well as all the other
Colonels of the several regiments; so, consequently, I am
superseded, and, therefore, I will accept of no commission
to be commanded by any person who \>:asheretofore of an
inferior rank with me. And what gentleman of honour
will accept of a commission from Congress if he is or may
be superseded in h]s rank? He cannot expect promotion.
If it enters but into the caprice of any of the Delegates of
the County to promote a friend of his, of an inferior rank,
above a Colonel, Major, or Captain, it may be done. If
the honourable Congress judges it reasonable, for the rea-
sons by me ahove given, will alter the date of the commis-
sions you seAt up to us, and, instead of Northern Regiment,
call it the First Regiment. If you think proper send up
commissions for those gentlemen recommended by the
County Committee, and leave out ~y name if I must be
commanded hy Mr. Clinton, or any other superior of an
inferior rank with me. ..

T!1e gentlemen named by the County Com{nittee, J(J-
hannes, Snyder, Colonel, instead of.my name, and Jonathan
Elmendorf, Lieutenant~Colonel; Adriance Wynkoop, First
Major;'. . . . . , Second M,~or; Abraham A. Hasbrouck,
AdJutant; John Van Dusen, Quartermaster. Send up the
commissions as speedily as possible, that the regiment may
be under a proper command.

I am, gentlemen, with great esteem,
servant to comilland,

your most humble

J. HASBROUCK.

To Colonel Woodhull, President of the. Provincial Con-
gress, hdd and cpnvened at New- York, ~nd all the
Members tI!'ereof.
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To the President of the Honourable Congress of the Colony
ofNEw-Y ORK,in Congress now convened at NEW-YORK;'

A Memorial of the present disorderly situation of the First
Regiment of ULSTER County.

GENTLEMEN; The First Regiment in Ulster County, as
it has always been esteemed, has been for a long time kept
in suspense by some misconduct or other, by whom, unknown
to us, in appointing Field-Officers. We have seen some time
last fall the commissions for the subaltern officers in the
First Regiment in said County, bearing date in October
last, and in some of the Captains' commissions, a blank left
for a Colonel's name, others no blank left for a Colonel ; on~
in particular, neither belongs to a recriment nor Colonel.
These commissionswere brought up by"':Mr.Egbert Dumond
and Tappan, our late Delegates, and no commissions for
Field-9fficers of the Militia. Some time in January last,
Mr. Dtrck Wynkoop, Jun., and Cantine, two of our presenf
Delegates, came home and, brought commissions for Field-
Officers of a Minute Regiment ; but as yet no cmnmissions
for Field-OfD.cersbf the 'Militia. Here the cart was before
the horse ; for the Minute are to be rais~d out of the recri-
ment of Militia, and no Militia (ormed for want 'of Field-

'Officers. Now lately commissions\vere sent up to the Chair-
man of the County Committee, for Field-Officers of a regi-
ment called the Northern Regiment, in []lster Comity. The
said commissions directed to A. Hasbrouck, First Colonel;
J~hannes. Snyder, .Second Colonel; Jonathan Elmendorf,
~Irst MaJOr; Adnan Wynkoop, Second Major, &c.; bear-
mg dates the 20th day of February, 1776. How inconsis-
tent! The subaltern commissions are of a prior date than
the Field-Officers', even if they did-belong to one and the
same regiment. But another inconsistency; the subalterns,
sDmebelong to the First Regiment, others to nobody, and
the Field-Officers are appointed for the Northern Recriment.
Gentlemen, weare satisfied the anangemeilt for Field-Offi-
Cel:Swas returned in Congress some time last summer for the
First Re&iment in said ((ounty, an!.lthe very persOns,(except
Mr. Adrwn Wynkoop, who the County Committee appoint-
ed to fill the yacancy of Colonel Hardenburgh declined,)
were returned m Congress, who are now commissioned for
the Northern Regirrient. Gentlemen, for the truth hereof
we refer to the journals 'of your honourable House. G~n~
demen, we appeal to your honourable Board; we presume
there is a great error in the proceedings relative to the fonn-
ing and c?m'pleti~g the First Regiment in Ulster County.
Whether' It IS.owmg to the C?ngress or our Delegates, we
cannot determme. But we will affinn, that neither we nor
the greater part of the subalterns, are the cause of it, ":Weare
~sbamed t~~t ma!ters are carried on so im;gularly, especially
II1these crrtlcal times, when necessity requires -to have the
Militia in readiness, and well disciplined.

Gentlemen, this is the ,Stateof the pre~ent situation of the
Fi,rst Regimen~ i~ said County. Now, if we should accept
of. ~h.esecomn;ll~slons,we have no regiment at all; for the
MIlrtl~t~at was I?ten?ed we should command, the Captains'
comn;nSSlons,as ISs3,ldbefore, belong to the Firs~ Recriment
in sa!d County; and certainly there must be such, ~ the
first III the County, and, in consequence, it would be a
piece of ignorance in us to accept of a commission, and
nobody to command. .We presUme the honourable Con.;.
gress are advised by such as have not the present cause at
heart, who.would r~ther-see disorder than good order and
general UllIon.'

,

Weare informed'it is r~sblved by the Congress that offi-
cers should go in rank by succession. If that be the case
how is it possible that Colonel' Hasbrouck should. not b~
the First Colonel, in said County, and in the First R~cri-
mE)nt, instead of Colonel of a Recriment never heard ~f
nor ever was? And if w~ should be dealt with agreeabl~
to. the resolve, and equal with our neighbouring County,
without doubt Colonel llasbrouck should De raised to a
~i$her station; for he is the oldest Colonel' next to C010nel
liardenburgh, in the County of Ulster, and older than any
in the adjacent County;

G~ntlemen, we conceive if the commrssionsnow sent IIp
for FJelcl-Offi~ersfor a Northern Regiment cannot be alter-
ed, a~d a pnor or ap.~yen date given with commissions of
the FI~ld-Officers?fthe, otger re&"imentsin our Comity, and
the rank of the .Flrst Regiment III Ulster CQunty; Witbout
"that, what we 10 general claim our right, for all the other

regiments ih the County are descended from us; we see no
prospect of getting the Militia in our part of the County
tinder order. So, gentlemen, we shall rest the matter with
your superior wisdom. Do as you think proper, gentlemen.
We enclose herewith the commissions to you, and expect
you will rectify the errors. And remain your humbleser-
vants, JONATHANHASBROUCK,

JOHAN~'"ES SNYDER,
JONATHAN ELMENDORF,
ADRIAN WYNKOOP.

Kingston, March B, 1776.

COLbNEL BEDELTlf 'NEW-ItAMPSH1RE COMMITTEE OF

sAFETY.
Orford, March B, 1776.

GENTLElIIEN; I have mustered my men, but do not hear
of Captain Osgood:s. ~art of three companie.sare marched,
and the recruitin~ officers, 'o/ith what money was advanced
th.em, cannot wet! make 04t unless they can be pmvided
wIth some on account. I have also been at a griJat ex-
pense on accounf of the Indians, who have been very sick;
two of them are dead, and 'sent to Dartmouth ColleO"eto be
buried, a'nd the rest marched off yesterday in gool' spirits.
If you could advance.:me three hundred pounds I believe
it might b? suffici~nt to help' the officers, and the expense
of ~heIndwns, which runs high, and not yet paid; also, am
obhged to purchase medicines, which are very dear; also,
horses to carty the same, and baggage, which takes off
~oney very fast. I shall proceed to Quebeck as fast as pos-
sibly 1 can send off my men. The proposal made by vou
to th~ In.dians, in regard to !TIakingthem a present, WqS'for-
got; If It cO\lldbe sent should be glad. I shall be waiting
the return of the express at Orford, where I shaH.march
from; should be 'glad it micrht be directed for me there.
Y?U .will .alsoJeceive the' ~pinion of Colonel Jtlorey at
tlns time, III regard to the advancement desired. Gentle-
men, I am gratefully obliged to you for all fonner favours,
and shalJstudytd merit the continuance of them, alrin my
power.

' '

I am, gentI~men; with the utmost regard and esteem,
your mOstobedlent,humble servant,

" '

,

' TIlIlOTHY BEDEL.
To the Honourable Me,sTwch Weare, Esq.

P. S. There must also'be purchased o~e hundred fire-
locks at the least, otherwise Jhe men cannot go.

;

--
DEPOSI'J;ION OF PJ;:TER. SIMON:~""'

WILMINGTQN DIs.TI:HCT, NORTH~CAROLINA;

Peter Simpn,of Rhodf-Island, maketh oath on the Holy
Evangelist of Al~igl~tJ; God, that he was on boar~ of a ves-
selbound fromDomz1uca to Ocracock,and tltken offHat-
teras' by the. Sloop General Gage, George Siibbks master,
andjJrought.lllto Cape-Ffar, about the 25th of Ffbnwry.
That, Captam Collet was on board the said sloop when this
depopent ,,:as taken, and was very communicative with him,
showmg his paperS and instructions, and infonning what
route he was to take, &c. Th:;tt the said Coll&tsaid he
expeCted to findGeneral Clinton herewith fifteen or sixteen
hundred men, and that the General was to be reinforced in
April with nine. thousand. After thi~ junction they were
!O,march to Cross-Creek, by wa:y ofWaggamaw; and there
Jom General McDonald. That there. was only a sufficient
number of men for a garrison to be left at Boston, 1,lndthat
twenty-five t~otlsand .m~n were to be landed inthe.J~rseys,
between PhIladelphta 'and ;New.-fW7(, in flat-bottomed
boats, and that if tll~y could not. PQssess New- York, they
were to destroy It. ,That the said CoTletdeclared that he
wo~ld kill, ma~, woma~, and child, reserving 'all tl;e young
la?les for his pflyate pleasures. That the night b!;)forelast
this deponent, w!th ~everal other persOns, made their escape,
and came up to Wilmington; and further saith not.

,
.

PETER SIMON.

Sworn ~o befQr~ r(le, the 9th of March, 1776.
WILLIAM PURVIANCE,
JO!lN COOKE, Secretary.

DEPQSITJON OF WILLIAM RADDON.

NEW-HANOVER COUNTY':

William Ruldon, of the' City of Philad~lphia, mariner,
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at the mouth of Patuxent River, and the rest will go to the
lower part of the County, on Potomack, as soon as provi-
sion can be made for the)n, which is here extremely difficult
to,be _done. If I may be allowed, I will immediately go to
the Eastern Shore, and get a quantity of pork and hogs-
lard. I suppose fifty barrels of pork would be sufficient for,
my company until the fall, provided I could get a seine
for each division of the company, and every mess furnished
with a frying-pan. My company being stationed in a fish
country, a great saving to the publick might be made by
furnishing the men with materials for catching and dressing
cllem. '

If you think proper that I should look out for provision,
be pleased to inform me by return of Mr. Steward, and
give me leave to draw on the Treasury for the purchase
mOney.

I hope it is now in your power to furnish us with more
ammunition, and the arms allotted for my company. 'When
we get the arms, be pleased also to supply me with a quan-
tity of cartridge-paper. The men are in great want of hats
and breeches. Be pleased to fOlward them to me as soon
as possible. This County being in so very defenceless a si-
tuation obliges me to press you for the supply of arms, and
I hope will sufficiently plead my excuse for so repeatedly
pressing you for them. If you should employ Mr. Steward
i,~ any way, so that his return 'here wiII be impeded, be
pleased to fall upon some method of advising me as soon as

Winiam Raddon, within named, further deposeth and possible; a letter sent by Colonel ~Pitzhugh will quickly
saith, that on or about t~le 27th of Febrl.(,ary,this deponent come to hand.
being then on board the Falcon sloop~Qf-war,Captain Lind- I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
sey, and Lieutenant wright, who commands an armed sloop, J. A. THOMAS.
declared that they had intended that night to go up to the T h H bl h C '1 f S fi f Mi l d
town ofBrunsw.ick, with about an hundred sailors, to set the'

0 t e ,onoura e t e OunCl 0 a e~ '0 aryan.

town on fire,in front, station their men onJhe back of the P. S. I am ill great want of rum for the men; if it be
town, ,and destroy man, woman, and chifa, that escaped possibr~, send me SOme.

: :

ttom the flames; but the reasonthey cijdnot put theirdesign _

'in execution was, that the sloop command~d by Lieutenant, ':CAPr~IN HASLET1,'TO JlIAI!YLANDCOUNCILOF SAFETY:.
1Vright got aground when she wdn1 Duli tp t{xami)]e'what

.
Caroli~e County-~CboptankBridge,1\iarch-9,1776.

vessel the sloop General Gage was, and that afterwards MAY IT PLEASE YOUR IJONOURS,' GENTLEMENOF THE
Lindsey told T¥right that t11einhabitants had left the town, COUNCIL OF SAFETY: Y ouwi]] see by,the enclosed that
and therefore it was of no use to,bum it. -' ,a vacancy has happened in my company, and for what

'WILLIAMRADDON. reason. I would beg leave to request the favour of you to

Sworn to before me, the 5th of ~larch, 1776. remove Mr. Christopkr Driver from being Ensign to be,

JOHN COOJ(E, Secretary. First Lieutenant, and .~fr. ,Rob~rt Postlewait. to be Ensign,
for said company; all which I hope will turn out for good
to the commoncaus-e. '

I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant,
WILLIAM HASLETT.

To tbe Hono~rable the Preside~t of the Council of Safety
of Maryland.

maketh oath on the Holy Evangelist~ pf Almighty God,
that he sailed ttom Philadelphia, the 11 th' of February last,
as master of the Sloop Joseph, bound for South- CarfJlina or
Georgia. That on the 13thfoIIowing, 'he was taken by the
Sloop General Gage, on, })pard of which was Captain Col-
'kt, and brought into Cape-Fear. '('hat Lieutenqnt Pit-
cairn informed this .deponent, that every transport vessel
that was to come from f:ngland was to bring one or more
flat-bottomed boats., Tl;1at this deponent has seen the de-
position of Peter Simon) made this day, and wa,5 informed
by Captain Collet of tl1eseyeral circumstances therein men-
tioned. That Lieutenant Osborne, of the Raven sloop-of-
war, informed this deponent, that there were to be sixty sail
of armed vessels, of different sizes, stationed on the coast,
and twenty sail of twenty-gun ships and -sloops-of-war were
to be on the coast from England in ,April ; and that bomb-
ketches were to be brought out, to throw bombs into those
places where ships-of-war could not go up, and were particu-

'larly intended against Philadelphia, because the Congress
sits there; and that he made his escape with Mr. Simon and
others. W ILLIAM RADDON.

Sworn to before me, the 5th of JJfarch, 1776.

WILLIAM PURVIANCE.
JOHN COOKE, Secretary.

-
VIRGINIA COM:\IITTEEOF

<
SAFET~ TO MARYLAND COUNCIL

OF SAFETY.
, Wi[[iamsburgh, March 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The great length of the PQtomack River,
from its mouth to Alexandria, where men-of-wln' can go,
and the probability of some attempts beirtgmade by the
enemyin that quarter, make it prudent, ilL our opinion, to
erect beacons or sif,rnals for comi-nunrcatillg'intelligence of
their approach up the river, in a more speEidy manner than
can be done by land. We have, therefore, "appoiuted Colo-
nel ~Iercer, of the Third, and Colom~l Peachey, of the Fifth

,Regiment, to examine the river, a!ld to fix'.the different posts
and mode of continuing these sigl1als; bUJ as we are aware
that the course of the river 'wiII mqke it necessary that many
of them should 1;>eset in your Pr'ovince, we hope you will
approve the measure, and' name Commissioner~ on your part
to co-operate with the above-named gentlemen in effecting
it. ,~

'
i

'
.

We hear of no more naval arrivals, and tjIe former are quiet
as to depredations on shore and up the liver, cDnfining them-
selves to seizures in the bay, when they have an opportu-
nity. We have had no intelligence of General Clinton
since he went out. '

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants.
For the Committee of Safety of Virgirtia:,

EDMUND PENDLETON, President.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ~M.aryland.

J. A. 'THOMA'S TO MARYLA~D COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

St. Mary's douniy, March 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Since my last, I have contracted for a num-
ber,of gun-locks, which will be sent up by the post. In my
last I mentioned my having stationed a part of my cOmpany

CHARLES. CARRQLl, TO D:ANIEL OF. ST: THOJ\1ASJENIFER.

Mount Clare, March 9, 1776.

My DEAR J\ilAJOR; I wrote to the Council yesterday
moroing, which I ilOpe they have received. Since that"
yours of yesterday evening came to hand, at three o'clock
this morning;' I immediately despatched it to the Committee
of Baltimor'e 'f9\Vn. Mr. Purviance tells me he wrote you
an answer.' ,',

We got t~e~hip Defence into.the river this morning; and
she has rctakrn Mr. Hudson's ship, which now lies in the
river a little )Jelowher, under no great apprehension I fancy,
of the Otter.

'

"Ve had intelligence this afternoon that Squir", Had run
on ground 0)1the BQdkin-Point; I hope it may be true. If
it sll()uld,prove so, we inay perhaps add one more ship to
our stock. Weare geUing a tender ready, that will moui1t
eight or tell carriage-guns, t4ree-pounders. She, with the
Defence, wiII, I think, be a match for the Otter and her
companiolls. I am positive Nicholson and his ship's com-
pany think SD-'-aset pffiner or more spirited feIIO\vsI really
never saW.' And if we can, as I hope we shall, get the
tender ready by to-morrow,morrling, they will ptlsh for an
engagement, and I really am ri:ot'in much doubt Of suc-
cess. ,

'

,

'

I cannot conceive that' the Council of Safety c:ln be
prejudiced in the opinions of thegentlen;enof Baltimore,
by any insi'puations against theif conduct by Mr. Ruben,
or any other person. I have not heard them say a single
word against the Government ,sending Mr. Eddis on board
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the Otter, thouO"h I confess I wish S0I110other person had
been pitched upon; on the contrary, I believe they think
the delay occasioned by that step was advantageous to them;
I am sure I think it was very much so. I really find my-
self extremely fatigued with this constant hurry of business;
indeed, I am almost ready to sink under it; however, Iwill
Imsh for Annapolis, if possible. The honest things are
settled here.

I am, sincerely, dear Major, your affectionate, humble
servant,

CHARLES CARROLL.

To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq.

JOHN CHEW TO CAPTAIN RICHARD CHEW.

March 9, 1776.

DEAR BROTHER: I f!.mat my mother's now, moving her
furniture. Tliere is a man-of-war at the mouth of the river,
and two tenders. I hope you will let me know by a line
how the case is with you.

.
My mother has sent a boy with

six blankets. .

From your affectionate brother,

To Captain Richard Chew.

JOHN CHEW.

_ ..SAMUEL BIRKHEAD TO CAPTAIN RICHARD CHEW.

March 9, 1776.

DEAR SIR: As we are informed by a 'man froJ)l Mr.
Stewart, this morning) that the man-of-war is gone to Bal-
timore, your friends here desire that you will return as soon
as possIble, if you can get off. We never have stood in
so much danger as at this time, for we expect the man-of-
war and her tenders that are below, to be on us every mi-
nute, and nobody to stand by us. Mr. Stewart has got all
f1is company along the swamp; so we see no reason why we
should not have ours too; and we pray and beg that you'
will return wiih all speed.

By the request of all your
friend,

To Captain Richard Chew.

P. S. All the families on the bay are movmg away.
We expect to be cut off every hour. S. B.

neighbours, from your ready

SAMCEL BIRKHEAD.

Return of the Thirty'-First Battalion, under the command
of Colonel JOHNWEEMS,now at LONDONTown, viz:.

Captain Thomas Watkins's Company, as per muster-roll, .77
Now present, 12 officers, 70 privates, guns 60.

Captain William Brogden's Company, per muster-roll, 80
Now present, 12 officers, 49 privates, guns 4L

Captain Edward Tillard's Company, per muster-roll,
Now present, 12 officers, 38 privates, guns 36.

Captain Abraham Simmons's Company, per muster-roll, 65
Now present, 9 officers, 39 privates, guns 30.

Captain John Deale's Company, per muster-roll,
Now present, II officer~,34 privates, guns 28.

Captain Richard Chew's Company, per muster-roll, - 54
Now present, 12 officers, 26 privates, guns 30.

Captain Richard Weems's Company, per muster-roll, 45
Now present, 8 officers, 28 privates, guns 21.

Field Officers,
. 4

Commissioned and non-commis!';ionedOfficers, 76.
Privates present, - - 284
Muskets, _ 246

,-

Signed per order:
SAMUEL HARRISON, Clerk.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ~Iaryland.
March 9, 1776.

MARYLAND COUJ'lCIL OF SAFETY TO BALTIJ\IORE COMMITTEE.
[N o. 38.] AnnapoJis, March 9, 1776-10 o'clock.

GENTLEMEN: We received your letter just now, and are
glad to h~ar the Ship Defence bas got her guns, and that
some of the powder and arms We expected had :;Irrived at
J:he head of Elk. We doubt not your doing everything for
tbe . best, in ordering them doWD. Our Commissary is not
in town.W e request you wiH appoint one pro tempore,
and take care that. nothing may be wanted in the provision
way that may be thought necessary; and to put you in

cash, have sent you, hy Captain Hyde, one thougand pounds,
currency.

.
Our information, before your letter came to hand, was,

that the ship anchored short of the mouth of Patapsco, but
that the tenders went forward. 'Ve have some cornpanies
out to guard the shore on this side of Patapsco, and alon~
the mouth of ltIagoty R1~ver. As yet we have received no
intelligence this morning we can depend upon from that
quarter. We doubt not your exerting yourselves, on this
occasion, for the publick sBrvice and your own preservation.
Mr. Carroll is on the spot, and will order powder and lead
from Major Gaither's, should ;1I1Ybe wanted. We yesterday
ordered Colonel Thomas Dorsey to march with the Elk-
Ridge Battalion, and are making all necessary disposition:;
to prevent their landing, in case they should retum to An-
napolis.

We are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL Olj' SAFETY TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL
CHAJ\ffiERLAINE.

[No. 39.] Annapolis,March 9,1776.

SIR: A ship-of-,var and two tenders went past this har-
bour yesterday afternoon, on their way, we imagine, to Bal-
timore Town. We applize you of this,. that you may im-
mediately order your battalion to hold themselves in readi-
ness to march at a mpment's warning. You will make the
best preparation in your power; and as the communication
may be cut off between the two shores, which may prevent
our giving particular instructions, and as some efforts may
be made to land among you, with a view of getting provi-
sions, we desire you will order and direct theIn, as exigencies
may require, and endeavour to repel any.hostile attempts
which may be made within your district. ]\Ir. Thoma.~
Smythe is noW at Chestertown, and we reque,;t you will ad-
vise with him occasionally.

We are, &c.

To Brigadier-General Clwmberlaine.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO ALEXAJ'lDRIA COMMITTEE.
[No. 42.] Annapolis, March 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: A ship-of-war (which we take to be the
Liverpool)

.

and two tenders passed by the city up the bay
yesterday afternoon, and came to anchor off the mouth of
Patapsco, whence, we concJude, they are destined to Bal-
timore Town. They took a New-England schooner out of
Patuxent on Tuesday, as tl1CYcame up, and two or three
other small vessels yesterday. tVe expect every moment

73 to be informed fi'olDBaltimore, by express, of their move-
ments, which we will communicate to you ; but as, pro:'
bably, they are gone there with a view to take what vessels
they can meet with, and particularly our Ship Defince, and

- 65 on their return may pay you a visit, we think proper to
apprize you of their proceedings by this opportunity, that
you may make the best preparation in your power for their
reception,if they should venture up Potomack.

We are, &c.
To the Committee of Alexandria.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. TO VIRGINIA COMMITTEE
OF SAFETY.

[No. 43.] Annapolis,March 9, 1776.

GEl'<'TLEMEN:At eight o'cJock on Tucsday night our two
Pilot-boats returned to this place with intelligence that a
man-of-war and two tenders were pushing up the bay; that,
in the mouth of Patuxent River, they made prize ora Ncw-
England vessel, and that we might hourly expect them off
our harbour. tVe immediately despatched expresses to Bal-
timore Town, and other parts of the Province, with orders
for the militia to hold themselves in readiness to march.
The high wind all day 01).Wednesday prevented these ann-
ed vessels proceeding up the bay. Yestel'day, half-past
three, P.

M" they hove in sight, and pushed fast up the bay,
having taken several small vessels on their way. The ship,
which we imagine to be the Liverpool, came to an anchor
last night off the mouth of Patapsco River; the telid(~I:g
kept under sail. Early this morning the ship weighed, and,
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we presume, proceeded up P atapsco to take or destroy our
Ship Defence, and a large ship loaded with wheat and flour,
by permission of the Congress. Whether the Ship Defence,
with a battery hastily thrown up, will be sufficient to defeat
this hostile attempt, we cannot say; but we are confiden.t
if a landing is attempted, either at Baltimore Town, or this
place, that the enemy will be defeated.

We are, &c.

To the Committee of Safety of J7irginia.
P. S. Nine o'clock, P. M. We have this moment re-

ceived certain intelligence that the man-of-war is the Otter
Sloop, with two tenders, one of six carriage:-guns, and the
other with swivels only; that they have taken the ship
loaded with wheat and flour, which unluckily happened to
be aground <:\t the mouth of Patapsco; and that they are
proceeding up the river to take or destroy the Ship Defence.
Fresh provisions also, we believe, is their object.

We are, &c.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CHARLES CARROLL,
ESQ.UIRE. .

[No. 45.] Annapolis,March 9, 1716.
SIR: We enclose you an order for Captain Stricker's

CompailY to march down to Baltimore Town, instead of
coming to Annapolis, if you think it necessary. When the
man-of-war leaves Baltimore Town, and comes down this
way, you will be pleased to order them to AnnapoHs.
Nothing new has happened since writing you last night.
Stricker has already been ordered here; your express may,
be directed to meet him.

Weare, &c.

To Charles Carroll, Esquire.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN GEORGE
STR(CKER.

[No. 46.] Annapolis,March9,1716.
SIR: If you should receive instructions, either from

Charles Carroll, Esq., or the Committee of Observation of
Baltimore County, to march to Baltimore Town, you are,
with the titmost expedition, to proceed to that place, we
having empowere(l them to order you there, if they should
think it necessary. As soon as the ship-of-war sails from
thence, you are to proceed immediately to Annapolis.
Such baggage as may be necessary for you at Baltimore
Town, you will carry with you; but the residue, with the
spare artns, you will order to proceed directly here, under
a guard. .

We are, &c.
To Captain George Stricker.

THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN., TO MARYI,AND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, March 9, 1"176.

GENTLEMEN: Captain Tibbett has this moment arrived.
The vessel he went out in. is sold, and he is in an arnled
vessel. He has only about two thousand pounds of powder,
about six tO[1Sof lead, duck, osnaburghs, &c" The vessel
is on her way to the city. "\Ve shall send forward the ef-
fects, as well as the powder borrowed from our Province
by Virginia, which is ordered, out of a very scanty stock,
to be returned.

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your most obedient
servant T J J

'
HOMAS OIINSON, UN.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ]}[aryland.

del' for our Province. .We have despatched the powder to
Christiana-Bridge, as wagons are not to be had here, an~
have wrote to difierept gentlemen at the bridge and head of
Elk, to assist in forwarding the powder to Baltimore Town.

"\Ve are, gentlemen, your very affectionate friends and
servants, THOMAS JOHNSON,

R. ALEXANDER.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ~lUaryland.

Philadelphia, Ma~ch 9, 1776.

It is the opinion of many people among us~hat the Con-
gress should not declare the Colonies independent of Great
Britain, without a previous recess to consult their constitu-
ents about that important question. But the complicated
and increasing business of the Congress will not admit of
such a recess. Would it not be proper, therefore, for their
constituents to declare ~heir sentiments upon that head as
SOQnas possible? This may be done by thl; various Com-
mittees and Conventions on the Continent. Their votes or
resolves should determine the question in the Congress. It
was in this manner the Continent first declared their deter-
mination to resist by force the power of the British Par-
liament. The first Congress was nothing but the echo of
Committees and Conventions. In the present important
question concerning independence, the Congress shoulq, as
in the former ease, only echo back the sentiments of the
people. This cap. only be done through the medium of
Committees and Conve~tions. The sooner, therefore, they
are convened for that purpose, the better. .

A LOVER OF ORDER.

SAMUEL TUCKER TO LORD STIRLING.

Trenton, March 9, 1'/16.

My LORD: Since writing the enclosed, I rec.eived yol1r
favour of the 5th current. I have also received a letter.
from our Delegates, returning your letters of the 1st and 3d
current, requestjng me to lay them before the Committee of
Safety, notwithstanding they must know that our Provincial
Congress sent a letter by one of their Me!llbers to the Con-
tinental Congress, offering t6 raise two battalions more, or
one, if they thought it most proper. Their answer was the
following resolve, which I copied in my memorandums:
. "March l.-Application being made by the Convention

of New-Jersey for two more battalions and two companies
of Artillery, to be raised in that Colony, and the same
being referred to a Committee, on the reports of <the said
Cornmittee, the Congress did not agree to the raising any
more battalions in that Colony.

"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary."

The above resolve was received and read in our Con-
vention the 2d instant, and two companies of Artillerymen
only ordered to be raised at the expense of this Colony.=;;_
What Mr. Livingston and our other Delegates can expect. _'
by referring your requisition' back, I cannot say. Neither
can I with any propriety convene the Committee, (who have
already advised the sending your letters to the Continental
Congress, of which I advised them,) as the members live
seventy miles apart. I should be happy to be serviceable
to the publick in general, or your Lordship in particular.

The Congress passed a law to regulate the conduct of all
persons that may be suspected; to be carried into effect by
the several Committees.

. I have the honour to be,with due respect, your assured
fnend and humble servant,

.
S T

.

AMUEL UCKER.

P. S. If any employment should offer for Major Phil-
lips, he will be useful to you. The enclosed is his writwg.

S. T.MARYLAND DELEGATES TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, Saturday Evening, March 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Immediately on receipt of a letter from
Mr. Purbiance, by express, advising us of a man-(,)f-war

JOHN HATHORNTO NEW-YORKCONGRESS.

being in yoVI' bay, we applied to Congress for one ton of Goshen,Precinct,Orapge County, March 9, 1116.

powder, which was readily granted. The Delegates of MAY IT PJ,EASEYOURHONOUR: Whereas, some vacan-
Virginia had sent off one ton in a wagon. This without cies subsist in several companies of the Militia in the reO"i-
solicitation they offered us, and w~ accepted, and have sent ments of Goshen, Florida, and Warwick, whereof retu~s
their order to the wagoner to p:oceed to Baltimore. .We have been made to fie by the members of the Committee
had an otder for one thousand eight hundred a~d seventy- who were appointed to preside at the eleetion of persons to.
five pounds, due Maryland from Congress, and tlllS day Cap- supply those vacancies in the respective companies' of.
.tain Tibbett arrived from Statia with about one ton of pow- which are the following: '

FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. v. 10
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In Captain Thompson's Company, in Goshen Regiment,
returned to fill the plac~ of Coe Gale and Daniel Everett,
who are removed into the Minute Company, vjz: William
Thompson, Second Lieutenant, and Phineas Case, Ensign.

John Hopper, who was appointed Second Lieutenant in
Captain Dolson's Company in Florida and Warwick Re-
giment, refuses to accept his commission. Returned in his
place, Matthew Dolson, Jun., Second Lieutenant; and John
Tebons, Ensign, in the room of "ft-Iatthew Dolson, being ad-
vanced. .

I also inform your Honour, that a mistake appears in the
commission j)r the First Lieutenant of Captain Dolson's
Company. The commission is come for Henry BartolJ,
which should have been" for Peter BartolJ, he being the
person elected in the Company.

I pray that your Honour may issue the commissions
agreeable to the above return.

I am your most obedient very humble servant, .
.

JOHN HATHORN,
Chairman of the Committee of GOSHENPrecinct.

To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President of the Honoura-
ble Provincial Congress of the Colony of New- York.
N. B. Have added another return that has this moment

come to hand, of the appointing "ft-IartinusDecker Second
Lieutenant in Captain Cartwright's Company in Goshen
Re,giment, in the place of Johannes Decker, he being ap-
pointed Major. J. H.

'i

.
GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Albany, March 9,1776.

SIR,: I am honoured with 'your favour of the 1st instant.
I wish the Paymaster-General had it in his power to com-
ply with my intentions of sending money to your Colony;
but he has very little left in chest. An equal scarcity pre-
vails in Canada; but there its consequences are more to
be dreaded. The Canadians will not by any means take
our paper money, and General Woo,ster is greatly distressed
for specie. I have, with much difficulty, and by giving my
own security, procured and sent to him about five thousand
three hundred dollars; but vastly more was already due for
the necessary contingencies of the Arn1Y, Cannot your
Colony, my gooq sir, assist us with some gold or silver? If
but a little, it will still be of great service. I have begged
Congress to appoint a Committee to liquidate the accounts,
occasioned by the taking of Ticonderoga. The people un-
justlY.9lame me that they have not got their money. On
the 6tn of August, when I had been but nineteen days at

_ Ticonderoga, I pointed out to Congress the necessity of
paying the people, and observed that" many were most
truly necessitous." The river and roads above are almost
impassablel which I fear will cause a considerable detention
of the troops here. General Washington, I find, is in
great distress for arms. I fear I shall not have half enough,
after Colonel Burrell's Corps is supplied, to arm Colonel
Van Schaick's Regiment. 'Ve have a variety of difficul-'
ties 'to surmount; but perseverance, I hope, will bear us
through. And may Heaven grant, that when Qur posterity
may relate to each other the pain of the struggle, they may
feel and reflect on the blessings of the event.

I am, 'sir, with great esteem and regard, your most obe-
dient humble servant, P SHII.IP CHUYLER.

To Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHIXGTON.

Albany, March 9, 1776.

l\h DEAR GENERAL: I am honoured w1th your letters
of .the 25th and 27th ultimo, which werc delivered me on
the 7th by Mr. Brmnett. I feel in the most sensible manner
the disagreeable situation you are in for want of arnlS. It
adds to the pain this information gives me, that we are
here.in a similar situation, and unable to assist you. The
New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and "ft-lassachusetts
Troops, arrive here more or less without arms, or what may
be deemed next to none. I have people in every quarter
picking up the few that are to be had, at a most immoderate
price, and after all IshaII not be able to procure above half
a sl.l;fficiency for Colonel Van Schaick's Regiment, which

is raisingto go into Canada.
. None are to be had at New-

York; and how to arm the fi)l\r regiments raising in this
Colony, no mortal knows. Of a thousand stand the New-
York Convention contracted for, six only have been de-
livered, and they do not expect more than thirty of the
whole. I have sent to Schenectady, to Mr. Duncan; but
I much doubt if he has any.

Twelve heavy cannon are on their way from N(;w- York,
and have got as far as Poughkeepsie, where they wait the
opening of the river. But what will General Lee do with
them in Canada, without either powder or baII for them.
And I shall be in a similar situation at New- York, to which
I am ordered by Congress, with the additional mortification
of having men without arms.

I wish to be at Neu'. York as soon as possible,' if it
was only on [bcount of receiving better medical assistance.
But what is to become of the Army in Canada, if I leave
this bcfore everything is put into such a train as that it may
be properly supplied? They are now so short of provi-
sions (although, if common care had been taken, there
would have, been a sufficicncy to June) that I have been
obligcd to send between three hundred and four hundred
barrels of pork in sleds, at the vast expense ,of seven and a
half dollars per barrel.

Two Companies of Colonel Burrell's Regimimt only
have arrived hcre; one of them has gone on, and about half
the Pennsylvania and Jersey Troops, all greatly deficient of
their fuII complements. The troops that served last cam-,
paign in Canada are chiefly coming away, so that we shall
not by any means have that respectable army which was
intended by CongTess. .

I enclose your Excellency a return of the troops which
were with General Arnold on the 2~d ultimo. This is the
first return I have ever received from that quarter.

ltlarch IO.-My messenger is returned from Schenecta-
dy; but no arms are to be had there.

The ice still continues in Hudson's River, but is not
passable with horses and carriages. By the time it will be
navigable, and the waters which are out subsided, the ice
in the lakes wiII be too weak to venture troops on ;

.

hence
I fear that no more men can get into Canada until the be-
ginning of April.

I have tbis moment received a letter from General Woos-
ter, of the 1st instant. He says not a word relative to
Quebeck; complains of want of specie, and, indeed) not
without reason, as he is greatly distressed, the Canadians
absolutely refusing to take our paper money. And I have,
with much difficulty, been ablc to procure only about two,
thousand one hundred pounds here, on my own security,
which I sent him on the 28th ultimo. But five times that
sum, and more, was already due fOf the necessary contin-
gencies of the Army.

I enclose you copies of some papers, which will show
how Colonel Allen was used.

The difiiculty of procuring specie is such, that I fear the
most fatal consequences from the want of it in Canada.
This induces me to venture a question : Would it be im-
proper to ask General Howe for the subsistence of the pri-
soners in our possessioh ? If he should consent that they
might draw 1)n his military chest for it; the bilIs might <lll
go in favour of an agent of Congress, and hence) we should
have a very considerable supply.

We have many difficulties, my dear General, to encoun-
tel'; but I have the. strongest presentiment that we shaII
struggle through, and rise superior to our enemies. May
God bless alld protect you. .

I am, most sincerely and respec,tfulIy,your Excellency's
most humble servant,

,

PHILIP SCHVYLER.

To His Excellency General Washington.
P. S. Since writing the above, I am honoured with yours

of the 1st ultimo, by Lewis, the Caughnawaga Indian, to..
gether with a letter from Colonel Wade, advising me that
some part of his regiment had marched on the 24th Febru-
ary, and desiring that provisions might ,be sent to Onion,-
River. I am extremely apprehcDsive that I shall not be
able to procure sleds to go there. .I shall, however, imm~-
diately serid an express to Ticonderoga, and if horses can-
not be proc,ured, I wiII order the soldiers that are there to
draw it by hand.

.
P. S.
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Affidavits of , VILLIAM BRADLEY, LEVI SOL01\IONS,and
JAMES MOJ.tRISON,concerning Colonel ALLEN'S treat-
ment.

.

I, the subscriber, being of lawful age, do testify and say,
that a gentleman known by the name of Colonel Allen
was brought on board the Gaspee man-of-war, then lying
before the Town of Montreal, some time in the month of

. September, 1775, and, pursuant to the orders of Captain
Ryall, who then commanded said ship, I put a pair of irons
on said Allen's legs, ~hich he wore for seven or eight days,
during which he wa~ kept by the Boatswain's cabin. Af-
terwards, the irons were taken off his legs in the morning,
and handcuffs were put on his hands, which was the prac-
tice for some considerable time. Then only one leg was
ironed in the night, and handcuffs in the day. Further
saith not.

W ILLIA~ BRADLEY,

:Midshipman on board the Gaspee.

Sworn before me, at Head-Quarters.in Montreal, this
14th day of February, 1776.

DAVID WOOSTER, Brigadier-General.

The above is a true copy of the original Deposition.
RICHARD V ARICK,

Secretary to Major-General Schuyler.

I, the subscriber, being of lawful age, do testify and say,
that on or ahoJIt the 24th of September, 1775, being on
board the Gaspee man-of-war, I saw Colonel Allen with a
pair of irons on his legs, and a sentry standing before him
with a pistol in his hand.

Dated at :lIfontreal,February 14, 1776.
LEVI SOLOMONS.

Sworn before me, Montreal, February 14, 1776.

DAVID WOOSTER, Brigadier-General.

I, the subscriber, being of lawful age, do testify and say,
that some time in the month of October, 1775, being on
board the Gaspee man-of-war, I s.awColonel Allen (as he
was called) with a pair of handcuffs on his hands; and fur-
ther saith not.

Dated at Montreal, this 14th of February, 17'7'6.
.

JA1\1ES MORRISON.

Sworn befc:,reme, Montreal, Fefm?ary 14, 1776.

DAVID WOOSTER, Brigadier-General.

The above are true copies of the original Depositions.
. , RICIJARD V ARICK,

Secretary to Major-General Schuyler.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO JOHN ADA1\is AND GEORGE

WYTHE.
Lebanon, .March 9, 1776.

GEN1'LEMEN: I received your letter of' the 18th of Oc-
tober l~s.t, as,king for an account o~ hostilities committed by
the Mmlstenal Troops and Navy III this Colony, since the
first of last JJlarch. I embrace the earliest tillle after re-
ceivi~g the accounts, papers, and documents, officially au-
th~ntIcated, to enclose and furnish you with the materials
requested.

. I am, with great truth and regard, gentlemen, your obe-
dIent humble servant,

JONATHAN TRUMBULL.

To the Hon. John Adams and George Wythe, Esquires.-

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO JOHN ADAMS ANp GE()RGE

WYTHE.
Lebanon, March 25, 1776.

.
.GENTLEMEN:.1?wo. accounts of loss by hostilities com-

mItted by the Mml~tenal Navy, which came t() hand since
my last, are 'enclosed. I do ,most sincerely congratulate you
on General Washington's success, and on the shameful re-
treat of our enemies from Boston, which demand our humble
admiration and praise of the Su}?reme Director of all events
for his marvellous interposition for our help. Tyranny and

oppression have a natural tendency to move the Colonists to
a separation from Great Britain, Nothing else could in-
duce them to an event so distant from their thoughts or de-
signs. Burning and destroying. our towns, robbing our
property, trampling on and profaning places dedicated to
divine worship and service, and cruel treatment of the'
persons so unhappy as to fall into their hands, are injuries
of the first magnitude. The prisoners in our custody meet
generous entertainment. Is it not time the law of retalia-
tion should take place? Every subtile art, as well as anns,
are used against us. May God prevent their operations,
and turn their counsels to foolishness; preserve and increase
the union of his American people; grant them wisdom, and
guide their publick councils.

I am, with great esteem and regard, gentlemen, your
JTlostobedient humble servant,

JONATHAN' TRUMBULL.

To the Hon.John Adams and George Wythe, Esquires.

Invoice of Sundries sh.ippedper Captain HOWLAND,on ac-
count and risk of JEREMIAHCLEMENT.'

Six barrels coffee, VlZ:
No. 1. 205 tr. 21
No.2. 19S 25
No.3. 193 21
No.4. 171 19
No.5. 196 25

963 111
111

852 nett-at lId. - - - -£39 01 0

No.6. 171 ~146 8d '

;2.5 5 nett-at.. -
Six barrels, at Is. 9d. ~ - - .-
Cartageonboard,at Is. - - - - - - -
Onetonpigiron,- - - ,.
Cartage,- - - -' - - - - - - -
Paid Robert Montgomery, for one piece linen,

(twenty-fiveyards,)at 6s.7d. - - - -
Two and a half per cent. commissions on twen-

ty pounds five shillings and seven pence,

4 174

0106
o 01 0

12 00 0
o 02 0

8 04 7

o 10 Ii

£65 06 6i
Dated Ncw.Yor!;:, 1st Month, 19th, 1776.

The above is a true copy: JACOB WATSON.

The above is a true invoice of goods shipped by Jacob
IVatson, on board the Schooner called' the James, John
Howland master, which goods were seized by Captains
Parker and Vandeput, of his Majesty's Ships Phenix arid
4sia, and are entirely lost by me, the subscriber, as appears
by the invoice and letter received from said Watson. .

JEREMIAH CLEMENT.

NEW-LoNDON COUNTY, ~
NORWICH, JJla;rch 9, 1776. 5ss.

Personally appeared Mr. Jeremiah Clement, and gave
solemn oath to the truth of the above certificate.

Coram HENRYHUNTINGTON,Justice of Peace.

This may certify, that I, the subscriber, WaS present in
New- York when the within-mentioned Schooner James,
commanded by Captain John lIowland, was taken by the
barges from the men-of-war Phenix and Asia, and am know-
ing to the truth that the same was taken, and have already
given oath to said capture. L HEVI U~INGTON.

Invoice of Iron purchased. of Mr. DANIEL PJI(ENIX, in
N EW-YORK, by WILLIAM HUJlBAJ!.D,viz:

January, 1776.-Niilety-four bars of Bloom-
ery iron, is 31cwt. 2qr. 91b.-at 25s. - £39 9 51

Sixty-five bars of refined iron, is 19cwt. 2qr.
131b.-at27s.- - - - - - - - - 26 9 7!

Carting the same on board Captain Howland, 00 5 0

New- York currency £66 4 1
-,-----
""" '-~
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£500 0 0

5 9 0
6 0 0

6 0 0
4 0 0
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I, the subscriber, certify and say, the above is a true ac-
count of the cost of one hundred and fifty-nine bars of iron,
shipped by me on board the Schooner James, John Ho'/»-

, land master, which iron was seized by the barges belonging
to his Majesty's Ships Asia and Phenix:, commanded by
Captains Parker and Vandeput, and the amount of said iron
is a total loss to me. WILT.lAMHUBBARD.

Norwich, MaTch 9, 177,6.

NEW-LoNDON COUNTY, l
NORWICH, ~[arch 9, 1776. 5ss.

Personally appeared Captain William Hubbard, and
made solemn oath to the truth of the above certificate.
Coram

CHRIST. LEFFINGWELL, Justice of Peace.

To the lIon. JONATHANTRUl\rnULL,Esq.,Governourofthe
Colony of CONNECTICUT:

Whereas I, the subscriber, was, by the General Assem-
bly, holden at New-Haven in December last, appointed and
directed to procure a just and well authenticated account of
the hostilities committed by the Ministerial Troops or Navy,
whereby any damage has been done to the propeity of any
person or persons in the County of Hartford, in said Colo-
ny, since ~[arch last, together with the proper evidence of
the facts related, the. number of the vessels, either inward
or outward bound, which have been seized by them since,
that period, and, as near as maybe, their value, with their
cargoes on board when taken, and to make return thereof to
your Honour: I now beg leave to report that, in obedience
to said appointment and direction, I have made diligent in-
quiry after the damages done by the hostilitiesof said Troops
and Navy, to the property of any person or persons in said
County; and, upon such inquiry, do find that a large brigan-
tine, called the Polly, the property of MessieurS Matthew
Talcott, Esq., of Middleto.wn, ~nd Captain {eremiah Wads-
worth, of Hartford, both In saId County, "{lth a very valu-
able cargo, the property of said owners and sundry other
persons in said County, was, on the 520th day of September
last, taken in a hostile manner by his Majesty's ship the
Nautilus, commanded by Captain John Collins, and carried
into Boston, and there sold and disposed of to the use of the
captors. That the mariners that were taken in said brigan-
tine (except the master, Giles Sage, of said Middletown,
and one of the seamen, Eleazer Treadwell, of Haddam, in
said County, who found means to effect their escape) are
yet detained in captivity, and have suffered very severe
treatment, and that some of them have been compelled to
fight against their country.

The value of said brigantine, with her furniture and ap-
purtenances, as near as can by found, will appear /Tom the
annexed affidavit of Captain George Starr, of said ~fiddle-
town, and said Giles Sage, the master, (who was taken pri-
soner in her,) and the particulars of her cargo. The persons
to whom it belonged, and the value of each particular, will
likewise appear from the annexed account, supported by the
affidavit of said Giles Sage and Eleazer Treadwell; and the
capture, with the subsequent proceedings of the captors, are
stated and proved by the following depositions of Giles Sage
and Eleazer Treadwell aforesaid.

I beg leave to add, that I do not find that any other
damage hath been done by any acts of hostility to the pro-
pertyof any person or persons in said County, except in
the capture and confiscation of said brigantine as aforesaid.

All which is humbly submitted by your Honour's most
obedient and most humble servant,

TITUS HOSMER.

An Account of the Brigantine POLLY, Vessel and Cargo,
GILES SAGE Master, taken by his ~[ajesty's Ship the
NAUTILUS,commanded by Captain JOHN COLLiNS, on the
520th of SEPTEMBE:Rlast, and carried into BOSTON,and
converted to the use of the Mini.sterial Army and Navy
there; inwhich is contained the value of said Brigantine,
the .particular artides of which her Cargo consisted, with
the 'f(.amesof the persons to whom each article in par-
ticular did belong; as follows, to wit:

The property of MATTHEW TALCOTT, Esq., and Captain

.

JEREMIAH WADSWORTH, Merchants:

The Brigantine Polly, one hundred and ten

The Property of RICHARD ALsoP, Esq.

Nine bolts of duck, No.1. at 80s. per bolt, £36
Seven do. do. No.3. at 75s. per bolt, 526
Twenty bags of cotton-wool, containing

52,52141bs.at 52s.6d. per lb. - - - -
Eight hogsheads best Muscovado sugar,

containing 9,8852lbs. weight; is 88cwt.
261bs.at 60s. - - -

Two puncheons Jamaica rum-B P. No.
38, 39, containing 52527gallons; at 4s.

tons burden, with appurtenances, valued
at - - - -

One bolt of osnaburghs, 109 yards, at Is.
per yard, - - - - - - - - -

Two barrels of pork, at 60s. per barrel, -
Two barrels of mess beef, at 60s. per bar-

rel, - - - -
Oneboltofcanvass, No.1. - -
One hogshead of sugar, B P. No.1.

containing- - - -- - 1565
One hogshead of sugar, B P. No. 52.

containing- - - - - 1400
52965

is 526cwt.1qr.525lb.,at 55s. - - -
One ream post paper, at 252s. per ream,
Twenty-nine puncheons .Jamaica rum, No.

1 to 529-B P, cont,aining 31529 gallons,
at4s. - - - - - - - - - -

Twelve bags of ginger, containing 8520Ibs.
at 50s. per cwt. - - - - - - -

One pocket of cotton-wool, containing 58
lbs., at 52s.6d. per lb. - - - - - -

The Property of TITUS HOSMER.

Two hogsheads' of best ~luscovado sugar,'
containing 521cwt. 141b., at 60s. per cwt.

One cask of Jamaica rum, containing [ol'ty-
fourgallons,at 4s. -- - - - -

Three dozen plates, French ware, at 12s.
per dozen, - - - - -

752 16
5 10

5
o

6525 16 o

520 o o

7 5 o

£1252 16 05
-----------

o
5

o
o

527615 o

5264 13 10

45 8 o

£649 1 10

£63 15

8 16

o

o

1 16

£74

o

7 o
---

The Property of ELTSIJ~o\.BItEWSTER.

Fifty pounds of indigo, at 152s.per lb. £30
One piece of checked linen, twenty-seven

yards, at 3s. per yard, - - - - -

TAe Property of SAMUEL RUS~ELL.
'

Two puncheons JamaiG~ rum-B P. No.
30, 31, containing 5225gallons, at 4s. -

o o

4 1 o

£34 1, 0

£45 o o--.-"-'_.-

The Property of lHessrs. WADSWORTHand BARNARD.

Two puncheonsJamaicarum, No. 36,37,
,

containing 5226gallons, at 4s. per gal., - . £45 4

The Property of RETURN l\:IEIGs.

One puncheon Jamaica nun-B P. No. 40
containing106gallons,at 4s. - - - ~

The Property of STEPHEN RANNY.

Two puncheons Jamaica rum-B P. No.
32, 33, containing52526gallons, at 4s. -

Two tierces best ~IUscovado sugar--3 R.
No.1, 52,containing 521cwt. 52qr. 15Ibs.,
at 60s.percwt., - - - -

The Property of JEREMIAH'w ETMORE.
One puncheon Jamaica rum-B P. No.

41, containing 109 gallons, at 4s.

o
--

£521 4 o
--

£45 4 o

65 6

£1l0 10

3

3

£21. 16 0
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To Josiah Lee, three months' wa.ges, at .
50s.permonth, - - - -

To Eleazer Treadwell, three months' wages,
at 50s.permonth,- - - - - -

==--= To Jabez Perkins, three months' wages, at
50s.permonth, - - - .-

To John Pike, two months' wages, at 50s.
£ 117 12 0

.
per month, - - - - - - - - -

-- To John Hall, three months' wages, at 35s.
The Property of ROGER BULKLY. per month, - - - - - - - - -

Thirty-nine pounds of indigo, at 12s. per
To Noadiah Bailey, three months' wages,

Pound, _ £23 8 0 at 35s.permonth, - - - -.. - - -
=-~ To JeremiahFullerton,three months'wa-

ges, at 45s. per month,

Three barrels of mess beef, at 60s. per bar-
rel, - - - - - - - - - . £9 o 0

£30 16 o

The Property of Messrs. ALLEN and SAGE.
One hundred and ninety.:six pounds of in-

digo,at 12s.perpound)- - - - -

1
o
o COLONY OF CONNECTICUT, HARTFORD COUNTY, ss.

Be it remembered, that on this 4th day of l1farch, in the
£204 9 1 year of our Lord one thousand seven bundred and seventy-

six, personally came and appeared before me, Titus Hos-
mer, Esq., one of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace for
said County, Captains Gr;orgeStarr and Giles Sage, both
of Middletown, in said County, and being duly sworn to de-

£68 13 9 clare th~ truth, upon their oaths depose and say: and first,
~

-- the said George Starr saith, That in ~lay last, at ;;aid Mid-
The Property of BENJAMINHENSHAW. dletown, he carefully examined the Brigantine Polly, bur-

Two tierces best Muscovado sugar-B H. den 'about one hundred and ten tons, then owned by
N 1 2 t 2" t 3 4lb Messrs. :Matthew Talcott, Es q. and J

.

eremiah Wadsworth,o. , , eon aining. .~cw. qr. .,
at 60s., _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -

_ £68 7 2 with her appurtenances, being upon a treaty for the pur-
chase of the same; and that he then judged her to be worth
five hundred and fifty pounds, lawful money; and that he
verily believes that, at the time she is said to have been
taken (on the 20th of September last) by the Nautilus man-

£65 15 9 of-war, making proper allowance for her wear and tear On
her voyage between said months of May and September, she
was well worth five hundred pounds, lawful money; and
further he saith not.

£3 0 0 And the said Giles Sage, upon his oath, deposeth and
saith: That, some time in .the month of May last, he was

48
. appointed, by said Takott and T¥adsworth, master Qf their
o 0 said Brigantine, the Polly; and on the 12th day of June

.
£ ~ 1

last sailed in lieI' from the port of New-London, with a cargo
v 0 0 of horses, provisions, and lumber, shipped partly by said

owners, and partly by sundry other persons, for Kingston,
iii the Island of Jamaica, in the west-Indies, where he ar-
rived on the 6th day of July last; that he continued at

£ 195 12 0 Kingston from.that time till the 20th day of August follow-
ing, and in that tilne sold the cargo of said brigantine, and

40 4 0 laid out the nett proceeds ill the purchase of the produce of
said Island, and other merchandise, and laded the same on
board said brigantine, cleare~ her out at the Custom-house

79 0 0 for New- York, and on said 20th day of August sailedfrom
Kingston for New- York. The deponent further saith, that,

o on his passage from Kingston to New- York, on the 20th
o day of September last, being in soundings, and not far from
o land, about southwest fromLong-Island, standing in for
o New- York, we fell in with his Majesty's Ship Nautilus,
o commanded by Captain John Colltns, who. immediately
o fired three guns at .us to bring us to, and hoisted out her

pinnace, and sent her with a number of armed men on
£334 11 0 board the brigantine, took said brigantine into his posses-
== sion, and took this deponent and all his mariners, the mate

The Property of SAMUELl)ENNY. excepted, outof said brigantine,and put a prize-masterand
One puncheon Jamaica rum-S D. No. seamen on board in their stead, and then stood away for

1, containing 115 gallons,at 4s. per gal- Newport, Rhode-Is7alJd,with said brigantine in company.
lon, _ _ - - - - - - - - - £23 0 0 This deponentalsosaith,that he judgedsaidbrigantine

and her appurtenances, at the time she w;as taken as afore-

PERKINS. said, to be well worth five hundred pounds, lawful money;

£6 0 0
and that her cargo consisted of the several articles particu-

1 5 0
larly enumerated and set down in the foregoing account On
this sheet of paper; that the same were the property of the

£7 5 0
s~veral persons therei~ mentioned, and that, to_the best of
his knowledge and behef, the same would have bee.n worth
the prices thereto set and affixed, amounting, in the whole,
to twenty-five hundred and thirty-four pounds nineteen
shillincrs and two pence, lawful money, had he been per-
mittel'to carry 'them into tre port for ~:p.ich said brigantine

£ 7 10 0 was destined.
.

The Property of NATHANSAGE.
Three tierces best Jtluscovado sucrar-N S.

No.1, 2, 3, containing 33cwt 27Ibs., at
60~ -- - - - - - - - - -

One Negro man slave,
Ninety-one pounds indigo, at 12s. per lb.,

The Property of NATHANIELELLS.
Two tierces best Muscovado sugar-N E.

No.1, 2, containing 22cwt. 3qr. 15Ib.,
at60s.,- - - - - - - - - -

T1~eProperty of OZIASWILLCOX.
Two tierces best Muscovado sugar-O W.

No.1, 2, containing 21cwt. 3qr. fOlb.,
at 60s., - - - - - - - -

TheJ'roperty of JOSIAHLEE.
Two barrels of limes, at 30s. per barrel, -
Two puncheons Jamaica rum-I L. No..

I, 2, containing 240 gallons, at _4s. per
gallon, - - - - - - - - -

The Property of GILES SAGE.

Three nundred and twenty-six pounds of
indigo, at 12s. per pound,

One hogshead best Muscovado. sugar, con-
taining 13cwt. lqr. 16lb., at 60s., - -

Three puncheons Jamm:carum-B P. No.
34, 35-G S. No.1 containing 395

.'
gallons, at 4s. per gallon, - - ,. - -

Sixteeen gallons Jamaica rum, in a cask
with T. Hosmer's rum, at 8s. per gal., -

Eighty poundsof ginger,at 50s. per cwt.,
'rwo barrels of limes, at 30s. per barrel, -
One piece of fine Irish linen,
One gun, at 51s., one spy-glass, at 30s., - .
One pound of nutmegs, - -

The Property of JOHN HALL and J ABEi

Four barrels of limes, at 30s. p.erbarrel, -
One case of razors, (John Hall's,)

£ 100 "9

50 0
54 0

Total loss on vessel and cargo,

6 15

£52 5
£3,034 19

o

o
2

3 4
2 0
3 0
6 0
4 1
1 10

Wages from JUNE 20th to SEPTEMBER 20th, 1775, due to
. the'Masterand Seamen,lost by said capture,to wit:

To Giles Sage, three months'wages, at
50s. per month,
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This depanent further says, that at Ne1cport the mate,
Josiah Lee, was, by .order .of Captain Collins, taken out of
said brigantine, and confined. in irons on board the Nautilus,
and cantinued loaded with irons eleven weeks afterw!].rds,
and then was put on board his Majesty's ship the Boyne,
and sent to England. The pretence for this severe usage
was an information from a mariner put on board the bri-
gantine, that two other of said mariners had solicited him to
join with them to rescue said brigantine; and likewise told
him that said Lee wauld join with them; which charge the

. accused seamen denied, and declared said Lee nevel; did
say anything to. them upan the subject; and said Lee like-
wise denied that he had any knowledge of a design to rescue
said brigantine, or that he had ever said anything upon the
subject to any person whatsoever.

The depanent further says, that, after the arrival of said
brigantine in the harbour of Boston, she was libelled before
Nathaniel Hatch, Esquire, Deputy Judge of the Admira1ty,
and, after a lang time, condemned; but for what cause this
d.eponent is ignarant: it was, indeed, ,given aut that same
catton-woal he had on board was not shipped £greeably ta
the provisions .of the act of navigatian; but .of this the de-
ponent was ignarant, he having cleared out said brigantine
in Jamaica as he had usually done on fc:mner voyages, when
no exceptian had been taken either in the 1Vest-Indies, .or
here in the Custom-hauses on the Cantinent.

The deponent further says, that he continued and was
detained jn Boston till abaut the 10th day of December last,
when, upon being infarmed by Captain Collins that he had
orders fram the Admiral ta put him on board the Preston,
then bound far England, as soan as the s~les of the brigan-
tine and her cargo were clased, he found means ta make his
escape to Dorchester-Point, and from thence returned
home. .

Finally, this depanent says, tliat the crew .ofsaid brigan-
tine, when taken, consisted of Josiah Lee, mate; Eleazer
Treadwell, Jabez Perkins, John p'ike, John Hall, Noa-
diah Bailey, Jeremiah Fullerton, and .this deponent; of
which, said Eleazer Treadwell and this depanent have made
their escape, and the rest are yet detained in captivity; and
further this deponent saith not.

GEORGE STARR,

GILES SAGE.

Swam the day and year above written, bqfare me,
TITUS Has~ER, Justice of Peace.

CaLaNY ,OF C.om.""ECTICUT, HARTFaRD CaUNTY, ~s.

Be it remembered, that, upan this 2d day .of1Uarch, in the
year .of our Lord .one thousand seven hundied and seventy-
six, personally came and appeared before me, Titus Hos-
mer, Esquire, one .ofhis Majesty's Justices of the Peace for
said Caunty, Eleazer Treadwell, .of Ha(ldam, in said Caun-
ty, mariner, who, being duly sworn, upon his oath deposeth
and saith: That, on the 28th day of May last, he shipped
himself as a mariner an baard the Brig Polly,. Giles Sage
master, owned by Colonel Matthew Talcott and Captain
Jeremiah Wadsworth, upon a vDyage from lJliddletown, in
said County, to the Island .of Jamaica, in the 1Vest-Indies,
and from thence back again to Ncw- York and j}Iiddletown,
and soan after sailed in saiq brigantine fram the. port of
New-London, and arrived at Kingston, in Jamaica; and,
having lain there some time, he sailed again in said brigan-
tine from Kin!r~ton for New- York; and that, in his pas-
sage to New-.r ork, on or about the 20th day of September
last, they fell. in with his Majesty's ship the Nau.tilus, being
near the land, which immediately fired three guns 3,tus, and
then sent her pinnace, with armed men, and took possession
of said brigantine, and taok the master and all the people
that belonged ta the brigantine, except the mate, and carried
them on board ihe Nautil/lS, and put a prize-master and
mariners on board said brigantine, and then stood away for
Newport, in Rhode-Island, with said brigantine in com-
pany.

Thisdepanent further saith, that the crew of said bri..
gantine, at the time she was taken, consisted of the follow-
ing persons, to wit: Giles Sage, master; Josiah Lee, mate;
and Jabez Perkins, John Pike, John Hall, NoadiahBailey,
Jeremiah Fullerton, and this deponent, mariners.

This deponent also. saith, that the cargo of said briO'an-
tin;e, at the' time she was taken as aforesaid, as far a~ he

kn9Ws and can remember, oonsisted .of the following ~rticles,
viz: a large qUalltity of Jamaica rum and sugar, beef, pork,
oShaburghs, duck, writing-paper, ginger, (ottan-wool, check-
ed linen, a large quantity of indigo, a negro, a gun, a spy-
glass, which this deponent knows to have been an board,
but has. not

.
any means in his pawer to ascertain the quan-

tity or quality of the same.
This depOIient further says, that the mate, Josiah Lee,

at Newport, in Rhode-Island, was brought on board tIm
Nautilus, and confined there, and laid in irons, upan pre-
tence that he had conspired with two of the seamen' of the
Nautilus, on board the brigaritine, to rise and rescue the
brigantine, and run away with her, although he steadily dc-
nied the charge, and the informer was.not reputed a person
of good character by the crew of the Naut17us, and it was
not pretended that he made any attempt to rescue the bri-
gantine, or had done anyone thing tending that way; the
loading hi~ with irons, this deponent thought to be very
severe treatment, as there was na danger fram 1iim on board
the Naut17us; notwithstanding, his irons were kept upon him
till this deponeut made his escape. in October last. .

The deponent further says, that soon afterwards the
Nauti~us sailed with said :brigantine from Newport for Bos-
ton; and on her passage, near Beverly, ran aground, and
was there attacked by people from the shore, when the de-
ponent, and the other seamen taken out of the said brigan-
tine, were ordered to the guns on board the Nf!:utilus, and
compelled to fire them upon the tawn, and the people on
shore.

This deponent further says, that he was detained on
baard the Nautilus till tawards the end of October, when
he had liberty to go on shore in Boston, when he took an
opportunity in the evening ta make his escape in a boat to
Dorchester-Point, and from thence returned home, leaving
the rest of the crew .of said brigantine on board the Nauti-
lus, and said brigant~ne in the harbaur of Boston; and fur-
ther this deponent saith not.

ELEAZER TREADWELL.,
Sworn by said Eleazer Treadwell. the day and year

above written, before me, -. ", TITUS HasMER, Justice of Peace.

The follawing is an accQunt of the loss.sustained by twa
Ministerial Cruiser:;.on the 6th day of September, 1775;
(the one belonging to the Rose, James 1Vallace,command-
er, the other to the Glasrrow, lIowe commander;) by
Lemuel Brooks's Sloop Mptune, laden with Sugar' and
Salt, bound to New- York, belonging to John Brovks, of
Stamford. in Connecti,eui,one-eighth part; Josiah Hub-
ble, one-eighth part; Jonath(1n Boothe, one-eighth part;
Benjamin Brooks, om~-fourth part; Lemuel Brook;,

. three-eighths. As the honaurable Cantin ental Congress
have advertised for said losses to be brought in ta the.
Committee appointed for that purpose, the follawingis a
true account, attested by the master, mate, and ,.one of
the mariners:

Slo~p ,NEPTUNE,burdfn ninety-five tons, forty-four feet.
Two years and six months old, full rigged, £600 0 0
One thousand six hQndred and forty-one

bushels salt, at 2s. 6d.,
.

- 205 Q 6
Forty-three thousand one hundred and eighty-

two pounds sugar, as per invaice, at 45s.
Fourteen barrels limes, at 20s.
Three chests of clothes, bedding, quadrants,

boaks, and cabin furniture, estimated

971 11 9
14 00

60 o 0

£1,850 14 3
---~

LEMUEL BROOKS,
ELEAZER SCOTT,
GEORGE' RAYMOND.

FAIRFIELD CauNTY, ?
NORWALK,December 13, A. D. 1775. Sss.

Then personally appeared Lemuel Brooks, master;
Eleaz.er Scott, mate; and George Raymond, mariner; they
and each of them made solemn .oath to the truth of the'
foregoing accaunt.

Sworn before me,
JOSEPH PLATT, JustZce of Peace.
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Invoice of Sugars sh1pped at ST, MARTINS,on board ?loop
NEPTUNE, LEMUEL BROOKS Jt[aster, on proper rlsk of
JOHN BROOKS, Esq. Sf Co., AUGUST, 177.5.

.

1 220 22
2 285 28
3 345 34
4 910 91
.5 1,000 100
6' ,975 97
7 1,090 109
8 995 99
9 250 25

10 265 26
11 330 33
12 240 24.
13 260 26
14 250 25
15 1,485 148
16 1,530 153
17 1,600 160
19 910 91
20 . 995 99
21 1,040 104
22 920 92
23 1,000 100
24 900 90
25 975 97
26 1,000 100
27 250 25
28 240 24
29 245 24
30 190 19

'31 280 28
32 260 26

--
33 255

I

25
34 305 I 30
35 275 27
36 285 28
37 240 24
38 265 26
39 295 29
40 255 25
4] 252 25
42 254 25
43 880 88 '

44 993 99
45 310 31
46 275 27
47 240 24
48 245 24
49

.
230 23

50 1,190 119
5] 1,280 128
52 540 54
53 290 29
54 99.5 99
56 237 23
57 1,03.5 103
58 945 94 ,
.59 585 58
60 245 24
6] 955 95
62 950 95
63 884 88
64 940 94

65 835 83
66 930 93
67 245 24
68 250 25
69 260 26
70 265 26
7] 240 24
72 255 25
73 205 20
74 245 24
75 1,005 100
76 1,045 104
77 225 22
78 305 30
79 280 28

.
80 945 94
81 225 22
82 305 30
83 280 28
84 25.5 2.5
85 240 '24
86 24524
87 290 29
88 280 28
89 260 26
90 28.5 28
91 240 24
92 265 26
93 27.5 27
94 940 94

J

F A1,.RFIELDCOUNTY,ss. "

:'f"

. . .

Theil" personally appea.red LemiiefBrooks, m~~ter of th\)
Sloop Nept1tne; 1!.7~azer.Scott, mate; an.d George Raymond,
mariner; and made solemn oath to the truth of the foregoing
account, or invoice.

.

Sworn before me :
JOSE~H PLATT, Justice of Peace.

N Qrwalk, December 13, A. D, 1775.

PROVINCE OF N OVA-SCOTIA,HALIFAX, ss:

To all whom it may concern, by this publick instrument
of protest be it known and made manifest, Thilt on the twe~-
tieth day of September, one thousand seven hundred and
seventy-five, before me, James Brenton, Notary and Tabel-
lion Pub1ick, by Royal authority, admitted and sworn, and
now dwdling at Haliff!-x aforesaid, personally came Le-
muel Brooks, late master of the Sloop J.Veptune, of, and be-
longing to, Conn-ecticut, and made this his protest, in manner
and form following, viz:

. .

That, sOme time in th\) month of May last, he sailed in
said sloop from New-Haven, in the Colony of Connecticut,
bound to St. Martins, where he arrived and took on board
a lar;!ing of sugars and of salt, from Saltertudas; th~\J on'
the sixth of August last he sailed in said sloop from St,
Martins with said cargo, bound to New- York; that on th\)
sixth of September, b(Jing off Montauk-Point, on Long-
Island, which bore from north about four leagues distance,
he was boarded by two sloops, or tenders, belonging to his
Majesty's Ships Rose, James Wallis, Esq., commander, and
Gl~sgow, Captain Howe, commander, who took out his mate,
and ail his hands, which they removed on board the ten-
del'S; and ,the next day carried the said sloop into Newport,
Rhode-Island, where this protestor was ordered on board
th\) Rose, and examined in regard to his cargo, of which he
gave a full account. That this protestor requested leave of
Captain Wallis that he might be permitted to go on shore,
which was absolutely refused him, and he was, thereupon,
ordered on board his own sloop, where he was detained a
prisoner until the eleventh, following, when he was forcibly
taken out and put on board a schooner which had been
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seized, and was ordered to Boston; that, on the 12th of
September, being in Boston Bay, in said schooner, the pro-
testor was ordered and taken on board his Majesty's Sloop
IIunter, Captain McKenzie, then bound to Halifax, where
this prote~tor arrived on the, tw:ntieth insta?t, and w~s soon
after' his arrival allowed his lIberty by said CaptaIn Mc-
Kenzie and came on shore at Halifax, where the protestor
now is; of all which the said Lemuel Brooks, the saig pro-
testor, hath desired me to make a publick act.

Wherefore I the said Notary, at the request aforesaid,, ,
' dhave, and' do hereby, solemnly protest against the Sal

James Wallis and Howe, Captains of said Ships Rose and
Glasgow, and all concerned in the seizing, taking, and de-

. taining the said Sloop Neptune and her cargo, and for all
unlawflll restraint of the liberty of said protestor, and for
all costs, damages, and expenses, that have or may accrue
for and by reason thereof.

Thus done and protested at llalifax a:foresaid, the day
and year first above-mentioned, the said protestor making
solemn oath, to the truth of the premises.

J. BRE~ON, Notary Publick.
LEMUEL BROOKS, [L. s.]

FAIRFIELD COUNTY, NORWALK, (. .
December13, A. D. 1775. 5"

ss,

The above and foregoing is a true copy of the original
Protest made by Lemuel Brooks, ma~ter of the Sloop Nep-
tune, before James Brenton, Notary Publick.

Compared by me.
Test: JOSEPH PLATT, Justice of Peace.

Stonington, March, 1716.

SIR: BeinO' appointed by the honourable General As-
sembly of th~ Colony of Connecticut, holden at NeU!-Ha~
ven, (by special order of you.r Honour,) on tEe 14,th cif De-
ce.mber, 177.5, to procure a Just and well authenticated ac-
count of the hostilities committed by the Ministerial Troops
or Navy, whereby any damage has been done to the pro-
perty of any.person or persons in 'this Colony since Jtlarclt
last, together with the proper evidence of the fac!S related,
the number and value of the vessels, whet}1er Inward or
outward bound, which have be~n seized by them since that
period, and, as near as may be, their value, with their car-

. goes on board when taken; and make return thereof to your
Honour; beg leave to report,' that Mr. Nathaniel Shaw,
of New-London; merchant, has lost a vessel and cargo,
outward bound, estimated at One thousand two hundred and
fifty-seven pounds fifteen shillings and five pence; and that
Messrs. William Coit, Jabez Perkins, Joseph 'Williams,
and Levi Huntington, of Norwich, in a vessel boimd from
J.lew- York to New-London, have lost goods to the value of
three hundred and seventy-six pounds' four shillings ana six
and' t11reedourths, penc~; and that the damage done the
buildings and goods by the attack from Captain James
1Vallace, at Stolu'ngton, Long-Point, amounts to thirty-
three pounds lawful money; to which, if I may add the
expense of one .thousand of the Minute and Militi~n:en
which attended the, alarm, two days each, at one slnllIng
and fOl,lr pence per day, and travel, one with another, at
one shilling and four pence, and one shilling and six pence
per day for board of \)ach man, we shall find it to be three
hundred and fifty-three pounds two shillings and six pence;
which believe to be less than the real expense amounted to ;
exclusive of twelve pounds four shillings and six pence,
allowed by the General Assembly to Jonathan Weaver,
Jun. for his support and expenses for doctors while con-
fined with the wounds he received from the enemy at said
attack; torrether with account of damage sustained by Mr.
Brown, of' Fisher's Island, in the Province Qf New- YQrk,
which then. amOlmted to seven hundred and five pounds
thirteen shillinrrs and ,one pence, lawful money; accounts of
all which, with affidavits thereto, I enclose; and am, with
great respect, your Honour's mosi obedient humble servant,

NATHANIEL MINOR.
To Governour Trumbull.

Account of Stock taken from JJ;lr.BENJA~IJN BROWN, oj
, FISHER'S ISLAND, in the Province of NEW-YORK, by

Captain JAMESWALLACE, of the Sltip RosE, and other
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ships-oi-war and transports under his command, on the
7th and 8th of AUGUST,A. D. 1775, viz:

1,100 sheep, at (is. sterling per head, - - £330 0 0
30 head of cattle at scale prices, 102 15 0

£432 15

Reduced to lawful money is,

AUGUST19, 1775.-Expense of removing said BROWN'S
stock from FISHER'SISLAND,by advice of NEW-LoNDON
County Committee of Correspond~nceand Safety, viz:

Boating of 28 COWS,at 3s. p()r head, £4 4 0
Do. 8 two year-old cattle, at 2s. 6d. 1 0 0
Do. 30 yearling cattle, at 2s. - 3 0 0
Do. 562 sheep, at 2d. - 4 13 8

Account of expense and damage said BROWN sustained by
keeping his stock on the main, and in not improving the
Island, viz:

Keeping 28 cows from the 1st of November,
1775, (when they ceased to' pay their'
keeping,) to the 31st of January, 1776, at
Is. 6d. per week, being 13 weeks earh, is, £27

To keeping 62 sheep from 19th of August,
1775, to January 31, 1776, being 231
weeks each, at Id. per week, the rest be-
ing sold at fetching off, - .

To keeping 28 yearling cattle 23t weeks
each, at 7d. per week, -

To damage sustained by not improving the 28
cows on the Island, loss of feed, and what
they suffered by being cm-ried off, at 20s.,

To damage by loss of feed, and in not being
permitted to keep 500 sheep on the Island,
being th~ usual quantity for increase, &c.,
Is. per head, - - - - -

18 15

28 o

o

£105 13

NEW~LoNDON COUNTY, l
STONINGTQN, January 31, 1776. S ss.

Personally appeared Mr. John Brown, of Fisher's Island,
of lawful age, and (being duly sworn,) testifieth and saith:
That he lived with his father, Mr. Benjamin Brou"lt, the
year past; and that, in the morning of the 7th of August
last, Captain Wallace, of the Ship Rose, and some other
ships.-of-war and transports under his command, came to
anchor at the west end of said Island; soon after which,
Captain Wallace, with a number of armed' men, came on
shore, and applied to his father for a number of fat cattle
and sheep; that Captain Wallace said, if he would let them
have them at such price as this deponent aUfI one Colonel
Willard should agree for, all was wen; but if that did not
suit the deponent and his father, he, Wallace, said he would
have them notwithstanding; and commanded them imme-
*diately to have said stock brought up and yarded; upon
which this deponent, with others, (knowing themselves and
the stock of said Island to be in the power of said Wallace,)
went after the cattle a~d sheep, and brought them up and
yarded them; that thIS deponent and Colonel TVillard
valued the eleven hundred sheep and thirty c.attle at fQur
hundred and thirty-two pounds fifteen shillings sterling;
that ~he sheep were put on board the transports the 7th of
August, and the cqttle the day fono~ving ; and that he ex-
pected Cap!ain Wallace would pay his father for said stock,
and that thIS deponent went on board the Spy transport
with the account, to receive the money thereon; that when
on board, the Captain of the Spy (R. Evans) gave him an
order on his Excellency General Gage for the amount of
said cattle and sheep; and that he received no other consi-
deration whatever, and that no part of said order hath ever
been paid. And this depon.ent further testifieth, that the
within accoun~ of expense for .removing the sheep, cows,
&c., to the mam, and ~he keepmg them, ,is a true and just
apcount" an,d that he thmks the damaf7e hIs filther sustained
by: the removing the stoc~ fr~m said Islan~ (not being per-
mItted to return them agam) IS as great as It IS here estima-

160

ted at, and that his father's damage is daily increasing, both
by the expense of keeping the stock and in his not being
permitted to feed and improve the Island as usual.

JOHN BROWN.

o
Sworn before me,

fATHANIEL MINOR, Justice of Peace.

Invoice of Cargo and Expenses shipped on board the Sloop
BLACK JOKE, JOHN ::YlACKIBBINltlaster, for JAMAICA,on
account and risk of NATHANIEL SHAW, Jun., owner of
said Vessel and Cargo, and consigned to said master.

Seven thousand two hundred pipe-staves, at
.

80s.
. . --

Three thousand hoops, at 60s.
One hundred apd thirteen packs shaken cask,

at 4s. -- - - - - - - - -
Four thousand five hundred and twenty

bunches onidbs, at 2~d. - ~ - -
Three barrels pork, at 66s.; seven barrels beef,

at 45s.
Four tierces bread, at 40s.; fifty-five water

casks, at 9s. - - - - -
Fourteen shoats, weight 757Ibs., at 2d. -
Five hundred bushels oats and rye, - - -
Eight tons hay, at 60s:
Thirty-six horses, amounting to -
Expense of loading, erecting awning, one

n~onth's pay in advance, &c., amounting
to--- ----

8

Commission on ditto, at 5 per cent.
The value of the Sloop, - - - - - -

. Lawful rooney, -
Errors excepted:

.

£3 4 0
3 '17 0
6 10 0
2 14 0
1100
3 12 0
o 10 0
1 4 0
0100
o 12 0
o 6 0
140
o 3 0
o 12 0

3 14 0
o 10 0
2 8 0

£33- 0 0
---

£28 16
9 0

o
o

£~~ Appraisal of damage done at STONINGTON,LONG-POINT,
in CONNECTICUT,by Captain WALLACE,of the Ship
RosE, and Tenders under his command, on the 30th of
AUGUST,A. D. 1775, is as follows, viz:

Mr. Joseph Denison, 2d, house, shop, and
goods,

Mr. James Rhodf5S,house, - - - -
Mr. John Denison, 4th, house and goods,
Mr. Isaac Sheffield, house and goods, - -
Mr. John Rathbun, house, shop, and goods,

£ 12 17 8 Mr. John Browf/" Jun., house, store, and goods,
Mr. Oliver Hillard, house and barn,
Mr. Gilbert Fanning, house,
Mr. John Denison, 5th, house and goods,- -
Mr. John ltlinor, house and goods,
TheSchool-house, - - - -
Mr..Nathaniel Grandal, house and store, - -
Mr. SamuelBebe,house,

.

- - - -
6 0 Mr. ThomasHiccox,house,- - - - - -'

MajorOliv/;r Smith, house, ware-house, shop,
andgoods,- - - - - - - - - -

Captain Thomas Robins.on, house and store,
6 0 5 Mr. James Trip, goods, - - - - -

.

NEW-LoNDONCOUNTY, l
o STO~INGTON, February 5, 1776. S ss.

Personally appeared Mr. Samuel Satterlee, house-car-
penter and joiner, and made solemn oath, That, baving care-
fully inspected the damage done the buildings and goods, at

o Long-Point, by Captain James Wallace, of the Ship Rose,
and tenders under his command, on the 30th of August last,

1 and having considered the same, find it agreeable to the
above .account.

Sworn before me,
. NATHANIELMU~OR, Justice of Peace.

22 12 o

47 81

24 15 o

32 15
6 6

45 0
24 0

432 0

o
2
o
o
o

97 4o

769 6
38 9

450. 0

2
3
o

£1,257 15 5

,NATHANIEL SHAW, JUN.

------

NEW-LoNDON COUNTY, ~
N~w-LoNDON, January 1776. Sss.

Personally appeared Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, of New-Lon-
don, merchapt, and made solemn oath that the above sloop,
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called the Black Joke, John Mackibben master, with cargo
as above, sailed from New-Lortdon on the 29th of August
last, bound for Jamaica, on the deponent's own account and
risk; and that said sloop was afterwards taken in his sight,
near Fisher's L~land, by Captain Wallace, of the Ship Rose;
and that this deponent hath since received a letter from his
said master at Boston, advising him of said sloop and cargo's
being carried in there, and sold at publick sale; and that
said master was not permitted to have any part thereof.

Sworn before me,
NATHANIELMINOR, Justice of Peace.

Invoice of sundry articles of Merchandise, the property of
WIL,LIAM COIT, JABEZ PERKINS, JOSEPH WILLIAMS,
and LEVI HUNTINGTON, shipped by said LEVI HUNTING-
TON, on board the Schooner JAMES, JOHN HOWLAND
Master, in NEw-YoI&, the 17th of JANUARY, 1776, to
be transported to NEw-LoNDON; which goods were seized
by Captains PARKER and V ANDEPUT, of his lYlajesty's
Ships PHEKIX and ASIA, then stationed at NEw-YORK;
vzz:

Two pieces green plush, 34 yards, at 5s.
One piece black do., 16! yards, at 4s. 6d.
One piece ma.rbledo., 14 yards, at 5s. 4d.
One piece blue shalloon, - - - - - -
Two dozen snuff-boxes, at 3s.
One double groce of double-gilt buttons,
One do. do. hard metal buttons, at 16s.
Three bags basket buttons, at 5s.
Quarter of a pound Scotch thread, at 24s.
Two dozen plated knee buckles, at 18s.
One groSe coat bindings, - - - - ~
One piece ratteenet, - - - - - -
One piece serge denim, 15 yards, at 7s.
One piece blue durant, - - -
Three pieccs worsted stuff, at 72s. - -
Onepiecelawn,' - - - - -
One piece broadcloth, 18 yards, at 15s.
One dozen women's blue worsted hose,
Six dozen pewter tablespoons, at 3s. 6d.
A cask to pack in, - -
Part of a cask of pewter, amounting to
Seven and a half yards kersey, at 8s. -
Thirteeh and a half yards Bath coating, 16s.
Thirteen and a half yards brown shalloon, at

2s.6d.
Nineteen and a half yards broadcloth, at 14s.
One hundred and four yards osnaburghs, at

Is.6d. - - - -
Twenty-five yards white flannel, at 3s. lOd.
A casktopackin,- - - - -
Thirty-five and three-qJ1arters yards broad-

cloth,at8s.6d.- - - - - -
Seven and three-quarters yards snqff-colored

broadcloth, at 7$. -Sd.
.

Twenty-nine and a half yards yellow flan-
nd,at 3s. 3d.

Thirty-one yards blue flannel, at 3s. 6d.
Three pieces cambrick, - - - - -
One piece Irish carnlet,
One piece silk do.; 36 yards, at 4s. -.
A cask to pack in, - - - - - - - -
Two pieces durant, - - . - - -
Three pieces shalloon, at 65s.
Twenty-five pieces Irish camlet, at 52s.
One bag of buttons, - '- -, -
Twenty-nine and one-quarter yards of rat-

teenet,at4s. - - - -
One piece of black everlasting, 16 yards, at

38.9d. - - - - - - - - -
One piece of spotted bandanas, - - - -
Five bags of buttons, - -
Three groce quality, at 16s. - -
One quarter grace narrow ditto,
Two ounces Scotch thread,
Onepieceribbon,- - - - - -
One piece blue broadcloth, 15 yards, at 9s.
Two pieces brown broadcloth, 33f yards, at

lIs. - - -. - -
A cask to pack in, - - - - - -
One piece brown ratteenet,

FOURTHSERIES.- VOL. V.

£8 10
3 14
3 14
3 15
o 6
210
1 12
o 15
o 6
1 16
010
5 15
5 5
3 15

10 16
4 0

13 10
2 14
1 1
o 4

31 1
;2 18

10 16

1 13
13 13

7 16 0
4 15 10
040

15

2 19
,

4 15 1O!
586
8 13 6
2 18 0
740
040
7 13 0
9 15 0
540
o 18 0

517

300
2 16 0
1 8 0
280
026
o 9 7!
060
6 19 6

18 11
o 4
5 12

310

Half pound scarf twist,
One pound silk and hair, - -
Two dozen tobacco boxes, at 15s.
Three pieces black ribbon, at 25s.
One double groce white metal buttons,. -
Eight yards black catgut, at 3s. -
One dozen black ribbed hose,
Twenty pounds pepper, at 5s.
A bag for pepper, - _.~ - -
Two bladders (15 pounds) 2 ounce Scotch

snuff,at 2s.6d. - - - - -
Four dozen brass handles, at 15s.
Two dozen escutcheons, at 7s. 6d. - -
A tierce of earthernware, - - - -
Eight blue and white mugs, - - - -
Two dozenbrown mugs, at 1Os.- - -
Onedozenpintmugs, - - - -
One dozen blue and white mugs,
Two dozen wine-glasses, at 6s. -
Two dozentumblers,at7s. - - -
Six p01mdsred sanders, at Is. 6d.

o Onedozencourt-plaster,- -
3 Two pounds gunpowder, at 7s. - -
8 Half pound cloves, at 28s. - ,-
o Twenty-eightpoundscopperas,at 4d. - -
o Eleven yards broadcloth, at 14s. - - -
o Four-pounds ~olored thread, at 7s.
o One pair flatirons, - - - - - -
o Two blue and white handkerchiefs, at 58. -
o Eight dozen ivorycombs,- -
o Two and a half bags of buttons,-
o One pound and two ounces scarf twist,
o Four dozen brass handles, and two dozen es-
o cutcheons, - - - - - -
o One dozen chest locks, . - -
o Two dozen till locks, - -
o One dozen marking irons, - - - - - -
o Five choppingknives,at 2s. -
o Twocandlesticks,at Is. 6d. - - - - -
o One dozen ink pots,
o One dozen penknives,- - - - - - -
0t' One pound brass'tacks,
o Half dozen inkpowder,
o Fifty poundspewter,at 19d.- -

Seven pieces Dutch lace, - -
9 One dozen chest hinges, - -
o Half dozencurrycombs, - -

Onedozencutto-knives,- - -- -
Two horse~whips, at 7s. Id. - - - - -
One muff and tippet, - - - - - -
One dozen Kilmarnock caps, - -
Two barrels Geneva, two ditto brandy, and

one barrel anise-seed, as per bill, -
One barrel butter biscuits, aD;dcask for ditto,

- - - -

5

16fl

£1 8 0
200
1 10 0
3 15 0
o 12 0
1 4 0
500
500
022

1 17 10
300
o 15 0
018
080
1 0 0
050
060
o 12 0
o 14 0
090
o 10 0
o 14 0
0'14 0
094
7 14 0
180
040
o 10 0
640
1 19 6
330

..,

300
1 8 0
o 14 0
o 10 6
o 10 0
030
030
o 12 0
076
o 4 !3
3 19 2
269
o 13 0
076
o 10 0
o 14 2
200
o 12 0

36 11
1 11

3
2

loves, at 28s. - ,-

---
NEW-LoNDON COUNTY, ~

NORWICH, March 7, 1776. 5ss.

PeJ:SonaIly appeared Mr. Levi Huntington, of Norwich,
one of the owners of the goods in the foregoing Invoice,
and gave solemn oath that the said Invoice is a just and true
account of the goods taken from them, on board the Schooner
Jamesl in January last; and that they have lost the same.

Before, ,

BEKJA~IIN HUNTINGTON,Justice of Peace.

o
Account of sundry losses sustaine,d by SAMUEL l\hLLER,

THQ)!AS MORRIS, and FRANCIS CODDING.TON,viz:

Sloop St. John, Gilbert Harrison, taken by
the Scarborough, valued by Captain Berk-
ley's account; sterling, - - £3,000 0 0

Sloop Betsey, William Vaughan, master, th~ew
overboard, when chased by the &ven, five
hundred pounds powder, and sundry other
go'ods, 'amounting to - - - .' - -,'..

Sloop. . . . . . . taken in St. Mary' 8,having one
3 hundred barrels of rice on board, and carried
o to St. Augustine, by Capt. Grant, worth -
o Sloop Neptune, Captain Morris, taken by ditto,

11

200 0 0

550 0 0,
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on this coast, worth, as per bill enclosed,
£947 4s.; sloop valued at £356, - £1,303 4 0

Brigantine Nancy, Job Pray, burnt by order
of Captain Ellis, of the Schooner Hinchin-
brook, ~having five thousand staves on
board, total worth,

Bricrantine Sawney, Capt. Woodhouse, taken
o"utwardboundoffSt. Croix. - - ~ -

Brigantine Tartar, Captain D~an, chartered,
taking off St. Croix, having a cargo from
GeQrgia, prime cost, - - - -

425 0 0

875 0 0

274 0 0

£6,627 4 0

Captain THOMAS MORRIS, Sloop NEPTGNE, bought oj
W ILLL'>.)!KELLY & Co.

Fifteen kecrs gunpowder, containing 1,500
pounds,"- - - - - - - - -. - £ 1,5000 0

Two thousand two hundred and fifty pounds
lead,at 15 p. p.lb. - .; - -

Seventy-five stands sman-arms, at 66,
Seven hogsheads molasses, containing 810

gallons, at 15, - - - - - - - -
Eight empty hogsheads, for do., at QO,
Ten barrels sugar, containing 2,575 pounds,

at 37 10 - - - -
Five barrel; coffee, containing 1,028 pounds,

.

at 10, - - -

256 2 0
825 0 0

101 2 0
26 5 2

162 4 0

85 5 2

£3,157 2 4
-Cape Nicola Mole, April 2. 1776.

I, Samuel Perkins, of New-I~aven, in the County of
New-Haven, in the Colony of Coonecticut, in New-FJng-
land, depose and say: That on the second day of August
last I sailed from said New-Haven on board the Sloop Polly,
(of which I was then m~ster,) owned by Michael Todd
and John ]}[cCleave, of SaIdNew-Haven, bound on a voy-
acreto Martinico, in the riVest-Indies. The cargo on board
of said sloop consisted of twenty~one oxen, three horses,
twenty-six thousand three hundred and a half hoops and
staves, two thousand bunches of onions, with a quantity of
hay, corn, oats, poultry, provisions, and a number of small
articles which I cannot now recollect; that, on the third day
of said A/!gust, being off southwest from Block-~fs]and, I
was fired upon by the Kingfisher sloop-of-war, command-
ed by Captain ]}[ontagu,.and in a few minutes boarded by
the Kingfisher's boat, loaded with armed men, ~vhoin a few
minutes forced me and my crew into the boat, and carried
us on board the Kingfisher. After they had taken posses-
sion of my sloop, they towed her into Boston] where we
arrived the seventh of said August. Tho cattle and other
articles on board were taken possession of, and sold by
order of Admiral Graves. After they had stripped the
sloop of her s_ails,anchor, and other rigging, they set her
up at vendue, and I suppose sold her, as they absolutely
refused delivering her up to me, alleging that I was on a
voyage to get powder; which was, in fact, the ease; my
getting powder being made by the Govemour of Connecti-
cut the condition of his dispensing with the embargo on the
exportation of cattle.

1,-Samuel Perkins, further depose and sflY,that the ac~
count made out, and attested to under oath, by :Messrs.
Todd and John ]}IcCleave, on the 15th instant, before
Samuel Bishop, Jun., Esq., is an account of. the cargo
which was taken as aforesaid by said Kingfisher sloop-of-
war. And further this deponent saith not.

SAMUEL PERKINS.
New-Haven, December 27,1775._

NEW-IhvEN, December 27, 1775:
Personally appeared Samuel Perkins, the above depo-

nent, and made solemn oath to the truth of the foregoing
Deposition.

'

Before SAMUELBISHOP', JUN., Justice oj Peace.

An Account oJSloop POLLY'S Cargo, SAMUEL PERKINS
Master, and value oj said Vessel, taken the 3d oj Au-
GUST, 1775, on her passage to the WEST-INDIES Jor
Powder, by permission of his Honour the Governour,

and carried to BOSTON by the KINGFISHER Sloop-oj-
War, JA~1ESMONTAGUGommantJer, owned by MICHAEL
TODD and JOHN MCCLEAVE, oj NEW-HAVEN.

Sloopvaluedat, - - - - - - £460 0
Twenty-oneoxen, - - ~ - - 129 18
Three hOlses, - - - - - - 43 10
Twenty-six thousand three hundred and

two quarters hoops and staves, at 45s.
perthousand,- - - - - -

Two thousand bunches onions,
With hay, corn, oats, provisions, &c.,

o
o
o

59
29

145

5
3
2

9
4
2

£806 19 3
------

NEW-HAVEN COmiTY, ?
NEW-HAVEN, December 27, A. D 1775, S ss.

Personally appeared Messrs. ~7\t~ael Todd and John ~JJfc-
Cleave, and made solem~ oath that they were OWl1ersof the
aforesaid sloop, and that the same was taken in lIlanner _

above-mentioned, and having the above cargo on board,
being estimated by their best judgment in manner above
said.

Before SAMUEL DISHO:r, 'JUN., Justice of Peace.

WeUfleet, January 26, 177f.i.

SIR: Being informed that you are one of the Committee
appointed by the honourable the Continental Congress to
receive an estimate of all losses, sfizures, &c., by the King's
Troops or Navy, &c., we take this opportunity of informing
you of our misfortune, and have enclosed you a well authen-
ticated account ther:eof; and are, with the greatest respect,
sir, YOUI'humble sElirants,

..

HEZEKIAH DOANE & Co.

To the Honourable John Adams, Esq.

I, Elisha Doane, Jun., Master of the Schooner Hannah,
burden about ninety-five tons, belonging to Hez'elciah Doane,
Esq., Sf Co., do testify and say, that, returning from a
whaling voyage in' s!lid schooner off the back of Gape~
Cod, on the seventh day of September last,~ was boarded
and taken by the ma,n-of:'war the Savage, commanded by
Captain Bromage, ang carried into Boston, contrary to my
inclination, and there' detained until I had an opportunity
of making my escape, and left my vessel there in the hands
of the ene.my, and have not seen or heard from her since;
which schoone'r, with her appurtenances, (exclusive of wha.-
ling craft,) was worth at that time, according to the best of
my judgment, four hundred pounds, lawful money.

'

ELISHA DOANE, JUN.

EASTHA~I,January 26, 1776:

The above-named Elisha Doane, Jun, personally ap-
peared before me, one of his Majesty's Justices of Peace
in the County of Barnstable, and made oath to. the above-
written Depo.sition. '

JOHN ATWOOD, Justice oj Peace.

1, Elisha ]}lays, of lawful age, do testify and say, that, on
the seventh day of September last, returning from a whaling
voyage in Schooner Hannah, owned by I-Ieze7ciaJ! Doane,
Esq., and commanded by Elisha Doane, Jun., .off Cape-
Cod, discovering a man-of:'war, myself, with several others,
took the boat, and went on shore. After that, I ~aw the
man-of-war's boat board said schooner, and saw said schoo-
ner stand away for Boston. .And further saith not.

'.

ELISHA MAYs.

EASTHAM,January 26, 1776:

The above-named Elisha IIJays personally appeared be-
fore me, one of his Majesty:'s Justices of Peace for the
County of Barnstable, and, after being duly cautioned,
made oath to the above-written Deposition.

JOHN, ATWOOD, Justice oj Peace.

I, Simon Newcomb, of lawful age, do testify and say,
that, as I was going from Wellfleet to Salem in a small
schooner, burden about twenty-five tons, loaded with
oysters, on ihe twenty-fifth day of July last, off Race-P01:nt,
we were boarded and taken by a boat from a man-of-war,
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(the Falkland.. commanded by Captain Lindsey,) and .was
carried into Boston, and there sold; and I myself detamed
on board a man-of-war for some time, and finally dismissed.
And do further testify and say, that, according to the best
of my judgment, said schooner, with her appurtenances, was
worth at that time, (including her cargo,) fifty six pounds
thirteen shillin(fs and four pence, lawful money, and be-
1001"ed to Mr.Zolteth Smith and others; and since I was
tak~n, the man that was my partner is deceased. And fur-
ther saith not.

SIMON NEWCOMB.
Eastham, January 26,1776.

BARNSTABLE, ss. '
.

'The above-named Simon Newcomb personnlly appeared
before me, one of his Majesty's Justices of Peace, and, after
being duly cautioned, made oath to the above-written De-.. ) . t

positIOn.
JOHN ATWOOD, Justice of Peace.

New-Haven, 8, 1775.

GENTLEMEN: The Q2d December last I wrote you, in-
fanning you of the loss ,we sustained on Noddle's Island;
since which, I have been down to Boston, and find the
Island much more damaged than I could have conceived
of. Besides the buildings, &c., I mentioned, (the amount
was £ 1,5QO,) they destroyed, cut, and burnt, &c., under-
written, vjz:

Q5 large 19,cust trees., ,
QQOfeet planed and pairited fencf1, and with large gates

before the wansibn-house, red cedar posts.
500 f~ef board fence round the cow-yard.
170 feet board fence round the garden, red cedar posts,

almost new. .

13 fruit trees in the garden.
100 or more spruce spars, poles for fences.
45 lengths post ~nd rails fence, 5. rails ea~h.
78 lengths 3-ratls fence, underpmned wIth stone; waJl

good.
Q pumps entirely destroyed.
1 pump mueh damaged.
Q34 feet open board fence r9und the sheep-yard.
A ,bridge burnt, and a wharf, where the store was burnt,

much' burnt.
1 horse-stable, omitted in my last, worth about twenty

pounqs sterling ; (Mr. Williams says thirty pounds
sterling; but I believe twenty is enough.)

GENTLEMEN:Yau may, if you please, make an addition
to the sum of £ 1,520 of £ 100 sterling, for above loss and
damages. And whereas we expect to be paid for those
damages done by the Provincial Troops on the Island, we
should be glad that, if it is in your power at present, you
would please to give us part to begin to rebuild with now.
The troops have left Boston. The longer delayed, the
greater the' damage; and conclude with wishing you grace
and wisdom, health and happiness, here and hereafter.

From your obedient, humble servant,
THos. GREENOUGH.

To Messrs. Deane, Adams, and Wythe, Esquires.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR T:kmmULL.

Head-Quarters, CatIibrlJgc, March 9, 1776.
.

SIR: The important post of Dorchester-Hill, which has
long been the object of our particular attention, and which,
for various weighty reasons, I had hitherto delayed taking
possession of, I have ~he pleasure to inform you is now so
well secured, that I flatter myself it will not be in the
power of the enemy to dispossess us. A detachment of
twenty-five hundred men, under th.e command of Brigadier-
General1Ytomlls, on ~[onday evenmglast began the works
there, which they have ctlrried of). ever since, without the
least molestation from the enemy. For two or three nights
previous to this, I thought it necessary to draw off their
attention from the grand object, and accordingly ordered a
\brisk cannonade and bombardment of the town, which, as
I hav4::.been since infonned, had the desired effect; for they
had DOsuspicion of our real. design till Tuesday morning,
when they discovered our troops in possession of the hi1l.

A Captain of a transport, who made his escape from Bos-
ton the night before last, informs me that three thousand
men, under thE: command Q[ Lord Per£:y; were ordered to

dispossess us; . but the weather being very t~~pestuous, ?r
perhaps for some better reason, the expedItIOn. was laid
aside. He also informs me that they were makmg every
necessary prepar8tion to evacuate the town. They have,
indeed, been observed, for several days past, to be very
busily employed in removing their cannon and ammunition;
and yesterday, in the afternoon, the Captain's intelligence
was confirmed by a flag of truce, sent out with a message
from the Selectmen of the town, a copy of which I have
the honour to encl0,5e you. It seems very evident that they
can no longer keep possession of the town, and are deter-
mined to take post or attack in some other quarter. Where
that may be is"at present altogether uncertain; but I thought
it my duty to give you theearlif'st information of this im-
portant movement, that you might take proper m~asure~ for
the security of your Colony. I have ordered thOlr motIons
to be very nanowly watched; and if anything material
should occur, you may rely on my giving you speedy
notice.

I have also the pleasure to acquaint you that Captain
~fanly and others have taken another transport-ship, laden
with coals, porter, &c., for the use of the Ministerial Troops
at Boston. She brings papers to the 2d of Decembe:r, but.
they afford no material news. An anned transport IS also
stranded on the beach of Cape- Cod. The most of her
cargo (consisting principally of a few military stores) has
been secured by the inhabitants; the master, two midship-
men, and a number of seamen, made prisoners. She was
bound from Boston to New- York.

I hav~ the honour to be, with great respect, sir, your
most obedient humble servant,

GEORGE W ASffiNGTON.

To His Honour Governour Trumbull.
[Letters of the same import with the above were sent to

his Honour Governour Cooke, and to the President of the
Assembly of New-Hampshire.]

COLONEL UOYLA'N TO THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE

AMERICAN FORCES STATIONED AT NEW-YORK.

Cambridge, March 9, 1776.

SIR: I have it in command from his Excellency General
Washington to inform you that, in con~equence of his de-
tennination to possess himself of the Heights at Dorchester,
a cannonade and bombardmellt was begun on'Saturday
night last, on the, town of Boston, continued on S,m.day
night, and on Monday night A vast number of shot and
shells were thrown into that town, under the cover of which
the intended purpose was effected. On the en,emy's per-
ceiving, next morning, that we had taken post, they were
all hurry and bustle, embarking their troops, as was expect-
ed, and wished to attack us; but the violent storm which
carpe oh that day prevented them, and disappointed us, who
were prepared to give them a wann reception.

The possession of these Heights are preparatory to our
forming a fort upon Nuke-Hill, which commands the south
of Boston, and to which their shipping will be much ex-
posed. This they seenl to be well aware of, and are now
making every preparation for moVing off. Captain Irwin
escaped from them the night before last, and assures us that
this is their intention. It is corroborated by a message from
the Selectmen in that town to his Excellency, a copy of
",'hich you have enclosed.

These infonnations wi1l not prevent the General from
proceeding in his advances to the town; so that, if they do
not move off, he is determined to force them to a battle, by
making that town so hot that they will have but little rest
therein.

His Excellency has good reasons to imagine that New-
York will be the place of their destination. He therefore
desires that you will exert yourself to the utmost in pre-
paring for their reception. He has ordered the anned'ves-
sels to be in readiness to attend their motions, and give him
the earliest intelligence of the course they steer; by which
intelligence his motions will be governed. If they steer
west, you may expect a Inrgereinforcement from this camp,
and in all probability the main body will soon follow.

You will please to communicate this to the Provincial"
C?ngress in Con.vention, :vhp, .the Gpvernour doubts not,
wJlI co-operate wIth you m usmg every endeavour to pre-
vent their forming a lodgment before his Excellency can,., .
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come or send to your assistance. The fate of America de-
pends upon this campaign, and the success of this campaign
will a good deal depend upon your exerting yourselves with
vigour upon this occasion. I am, &c.

STEPHENMOYLAN,Aid-de- Camp.
To the Commanding Officer of the Ameru:an" Forces at

New- York.

STEPHEN MOYLAN TO NEW-HAMPSIURE COIDIITTEE OF

SAFETY.
Cambridge, March 9, 1776,.

SIR: I have it in command from his Excellency General
Washington to inform you that, in consequenl!e of his deter~
mination to possess himself of the Heights at Dorchester, a
cannonade and bombardment was begun on Satwoday night
last on the town of Boston, continued on Sunday night
and on lVIonday night. A vast number of shot and shells
were thrown into that town, under the cover of which the
intended purpose was effected. On the enemy's perceiving,
next moming, that we had taken post, they were all hurry
and bustle, embarking their troops, as was expected, and
wished to attack us: but the violent storm which came ori
that day prevented 'them, and 'disappointed us, who were
prepared to give them a warm reception.

The possession of these Heights are preparatory to our
forming a fort upon Nuke-Hill, which commands the south
of Boston, and to which their shipping will be much eX-
posed. Thisthey Seem to be well aware of, and are now
making every preparation for moving off. Captain Irwin,
of Salem, who escaped from town the night before last,
assures us that this is their intention. It is corroborated by
a message from the Selectmen in that town to his Excel-
lency, a copy of which you have enclosed.

These informations will not prevent the General from
proceeding in his advances to the town; so that, if they do'-
not move off, he is detem1ined to force them to a battle, by
making that town so hot that they will have but little rest
therein.

"

His Excellency has good reason to imagine that New-
York will be the place of their destination; but lest that
should not be the case, it behooves every place where a
fleet can lie, to be upon their guard. The General there-
fore recommends the utmost vigilance may be observed by
the good people of your Province; and if they should make
an attempt to land therein, he doubts not that ()very opposi-
tion will be given thereto, and an express sent off imme-
diately, that he may come or send to your assistance.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient ser-
vant,

STEPHEN :MOYLAN,Aid.de-Camp.

To the New-Hampshire Committee of Safety.

STATEMENT OF JOHN RODGERS, OF BOSTON.

After several fruitless attempts to leave the town, I be-
came bound to General Gage (by liberating certain prison-
ers *) not to leave it; in consequence of which I entered
into trade. About the 1st of January, 1776, came" a per-
mit, at ten o'clock at nigltt, ordering me to leave the town
by ten o'clock the next day. The connections I was then
in rendered it almost impossible to obey the summons.

I then petitioned General Howe to postpone the permit a
few days, but met with nothing but insults fium.Major Ur-
quhart and others, Aid-de-Camps to the Genera!. I then
concealed myself fOt.two days, until the vessel sailed on
which I was ordered on board. In which time the Provost
broke open my house, apd plundered it in part, leaving it
open for the soldiers to complete what he began; telling the
neighbours he had orders, from Head-Quarters so to do.

On which I wrote a I~tter to the following pllrport :
"GE:S-TJ:.EMEN:I shall esteem it a great favour if you

will pem]it me to have ten minutes' conversation with you.
I f1~ttermyself I shall set my conduct in a more favourable
light than 1 think it appears in at present to you, if I may
form a judgment fron~ the' treatment I received from the
Provosf.

'

"I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant,
~ "JOHN RODGERS.

"To Major James Urquhart and Captain Balfour."

"

.Mr. John Gill, 'Printer; !\fr. William Starr; Ilnd Peter Edes, son
of Mr. Ede8, Printer.

The answer was:

" Weare surprised you keep yourself concealed. You
may immediately go about and settle your accounts. No
man shall hurt the hair of your head; nor,has the Provost
any order to trouble you."

On which I went out, but in less than four hours was
insulted and committed to jail by order of Major Urquhart,
as the Provost informed me; and in less than one hour
after my confinement, my house was again broken open and
plundered. After being confined seven days, was taken
out by a file of soldiers, and put on board a vessel, not being
allowed to go to my house for a second coat, waistcoat, or
shirt.

Thus, my countrymen, every sub-villain acts his part,
and procures his plunder on a smaller scale, as General
Gage did on a larger: one violating his honour to a whole
town, the other to an individual. J ROHN ODGERS.

MIDDLESEX, "\VATERTOWN, 1tlarch 9, 1776, ss.
Personally appeared before me John Rogers, and made

oath to the truth of the above Narrative by him subscribed.
HENRY GARDNER, JUI/tice of Peace.

STATEMENT OF PETER EDES, OF JJOSTON.

"Vaterfown, March 13, 17'76.

,Mr. Rogers having publishcd a narrative of the treat-
ment he met w"ithin.Boston frolDGeneral IIowe and his
banditti, be pleased also to insert an account of the humane
procedure towards me by General Gage al\d his creatures,
which will discover the principles those abandoned wretches
who have commissionsund!:)rthe present Ministry, act upon.

On Monday, the 19th of June last, about nine o'clock,
A. lVL,being in Edes Sf Gilfs office, in Boston, three men
belonging to the ships-of-war appeared round it; and having
been previously informed of their pressing every person into
the service who happened to fall in their way, I ran out of
the shop by means of a ,back door, which conducted into
the lane that led to my father's hous'e. Thither I repaired;
but the bloodhounds were immediately informed of my
retreat, and speedily followed me, and the dwelling was
almost instantaneously surrounded by sailors, and three offi-
cers. I soon was made a prisoner, and had the misfortune
to find myself in the hands of the most unfeeling and worth-
less set of men; one of whom, upon first discovering me,
cried out, "I have found the damned rebeL" I supposed
from this, that they thought they had found my father; at
least, that they meant to, sCcilugeme for his political trans-
gressions against them. The fellow hqd a cutlass drawn in
his hand, and puIled me to the officers, one of whom was
Captain Lindsey, of the Liverpool sloop-of-war, and who
is son-in-law to Mr. Ralph Inman, late of Cambridge, now
refugeein Boston. He asked mewhere J\'lr.Edes was. I
answered, he was out of town. He replied (God bless his
Christian soul) that I was a damn('d liar, and tbat I had
better tell him.' He repeated the question. I answered as
before. He asked my nllme. I told him Edes. He asked
if I was Mr. Edes, the Printer's son. I told him I was.
Upon which, he ordered me with him, observing that he
was commanded so to do. I said it was very well, and fol-
lowed him, guarded by Qther villains; and determined, since
I had got into the lion's paws, to humour every motion,
lest I should be crushed in the contest. After we had got
to,NeVJ-Boston, he asked what my father had been writing
to m~. I replied nothing. He then asked what I had
been writing to him. I answered nothing. He said I
was right in saying so; but that he would be damned if he
would believe m~. "\Veafterwards proceeded towards the
Admiral's; and pass,ingby my father's house, Lindsey dis-
cove~ed Mr. Starr with a firelock, upon which he ordered
us to stop, for there was a trooper with a 'firelock. He was
soon brought where I was, and both placed in the centre of
a circle formed of six Jack-tars, whose long residence on
board the ships-of-war had made them as hardened and in-
human as the Algerine galley-slaves, who were commanded
like so many draught horses, to go on. Being a little ani-
mated, I said, Captain Lindsey, I should be much obliged
to you, if you would carry me to the General's, and see
whether he will release me, or to know what he will do
with me. He retorted, with all the sea-bred supercilious-
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ness of a little Neptune, "I was not to go where I pleased,' and said (what the world is ready to say of him) I was a
but that I should go where he pleased to carry me; and, (for damned rascal, and ought to have been hanged long ago.
he thinks no mo~ of sending a man pell-mell to hell with P. E.
curses and damnings, almost every word he speaks, than I
did of praying to God to be relieved from such wretches'
hands,) damn me, if I asked him another question, he would
knock me down, by God." He then sent us to the Admi-
ral's, with an officer and a few sailors.

When we were before his bruteship, he askcd me rgy
name. I replied Edes. He said I looked like a dirty vil-
lain, and ordered his officer to carry us to the' Provost, with
orders for him to hang us immediately. But looking round,
he saw a sailor with a firelock; upon which he asked the
officer if it was found with us. Beinrr informed that it was,
he ordered the officer to carry us to General Gage, and he
would know what to do with us. I then thought. we were
left to a fine judge, indeed. When we came before his
Excellency, Harry Rooke (one of his Aids-de-Camp) asked
me how many more firelocks I had in the house. I replied,
five or six more, for aught I knew; for I was ignorant of
that one being there. He told me, by way of cordial, that
I would wish I had given it up. Another officer called a
Sergeant of the Horse, and ordered him to draw his. cutlass,
and carry us back to the Admiral's, but ob~erved to him,
if we oftered~ to run, (and made a sign, though not a won-
(jer, by drawing his hand across his throat.) We set off,
but soon an officer overtook us, and gave orders to stop. A
Sergeant commanded us to lay on the ground about a quar-
ter of ;In hour, when another officer came, and acquainted
us that we must go to the General's, which we did, and tar-
ried about half an hour ; after which, they called a Corpo-
ral, gave him a billet, and ordered a file of men to take us
to the Provost, where we remained till the 3d of Oc(ober;
and to £'lll into the hands of a more worthless, infamous
fellow, do not wish my enemies. :

The 17th, 18th, and 19th days of Jnne, we-were,car-
tied before a Court of Inquiry. The two first days) no
questions were proposed to either of us. The third, Major
UrquJutrt, (son-in-law to the late Secretary Flucker,) asked
me when I was taken up, my crime, and by whose orders.
After answering him, he .rdered us back to jail; and du-
ring the time of our confinement there, three-quarters of it
was iin a close pris'on. The treatment to us, as well as
those taken at Bunker's Ifill, was of the most extreme,
kind. Cruelty and inhumanity is exercised to no prisoners-
of-war in any Enropean country, or by any people, but
that of Bngli:1hmen to their brethren. The allowance of

. provisions from the execrable Gage, was bread and water
for sixty days, and that dealt to us' with the hand next to
want; and we were deprived of candlelight seventeen
nights. I have heard those prisoners mentioned ask for
bread, and the Provost replied, (Heaven bless him, if it be
agreeable to etemal purpose,) "damn them, let them eat
the heads of the nails;" a speech which scarce ever escaped
the lips of an unfeeling barbarian against the Christians.
And at another time, a prisoner, who, from his wounds, and
the mangled operations of the Surgeon who attended him,
(but whether from ignorance or party rage, I cannot say,)
just approaching the ascent to eternity, had a religious book
lent him to peruse in that serious hour, at which timeHar-
ry Rooke, one of the Aids-de-diable, observed it, wrested it
from him, a»d said" it was damned religion had ruined the
country." Thus they expect no peace themselves in death,
and they even 'preve»t such of us as happen to fall into
their hands, of it likewise. " But for all these things, wilt
thou not judge them, 0 Lord!" P E. ETER DES.

N. B. One excessive,hot day, the Sergeant of the guard
(having more humanity than the Provost) gave us the liber-
ty of the yard. The Provost came home, and seeing us
there, asked the Sergeant the reason of it. He told him
we were suffi~ringfor want of air, and he had let us out.
Upon which he replied, ",Damn them, let them die and rot;
you have no authority to let them out ;" and he immediately
confined him with a Corporal. Several officers came one
day, and asked how many there were i» the room. \Ve
told them. Upon which, one of them said, "I wish, in-
stead of four,there were four hundred, and I had the hang-
ing of them all." A proper officer for such bloodthirsty
villains. At another time, Ben Hallowell (one of the in-

. famous Commissioners) came into the room where I was,

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN NORTH-

CAROLINA TO HIS FRIEND IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED

MARCH 10, 1776.

I have it in -my power to give you a few lines by the ex-
press. Yesterday afternoon we received a letter from Colo-
nel Cqswell, giving an account, in a full marmer, of a battlc
between his troops, Colonel Lillington's, (of Cape-Fear,)
and the Highlanders and Regulators, about twenty miles
above Tf'ilmington, at ltloore's Creek Bridge, which is be-
tween the Northwest and Northeast Rivers. The Insur-
gents had made many attempts to escape the vigilance of
our troops, and get down to Governour Martin. Colonel
Caswell was after them maJlY days; at length they made an
attempt to cross at this pass, about the break of day, on
Tu.esday, the 27th of last month.

Colonel Caswell had very wisely ordered the planks to
be takeJl off the bridge, so that in passing it they met with
many difficulties, and a very heavy firing came on. Our
troops reserved their fire till within a small distance, which
did great execution. Many passed the bridge. General
McLeod and Captain Campbell were instantly shot dead.
ltfcLeod had nine bullets and twenty-four swan-shot through
him and into his body. Twenty-eight more are killed and
mortally wound~d, and between twenty and thirty prisoners,
amongst them Ins Excellency General Donald j'tlcDonald,
who is on his way to us, and is expected here to-morrow.
We had only two men wounded--<me of them mortally.
The Insurgents retreated with the greatest precipitation,
leaving behind them some wagons, &c. They cut the
horses out of the wagons, and mounted three upon a horse.
Many of them fell into the creek, and were drowned.
Tom Rutherford ran like a lusty fellow. He and Felix Ke-
nan, 9f lJuplin County, were in arms against us. They
by this time are our prisoners, as is Lieutenant-Colonel Cot-
ton, who ran' the first fire. The b<!-ttle lasted only three
minutes. The Colonels Caswell and Lillir$ton had under
their command one thousand men. The Highlanders and
Regulators sixtee» hundred. The account is certain as to
the ,numb~r of the Insurgents; for Colonel Caswell had it
from General McDonald himself. Colonel itloore sent off
expresses to the main Army, consisting of between five and
six hundred men, under the Colonels Martin, Polk, Thack-
ston, and Long, in and about Cross-Creek, to secure the
whole of 'the Highlanders and Regulators. Not a man of
them has a probability of making his escape. .

Governour jtlartin has threatened the destruction of Wil-
mington, if they do not supply him with provisions. The
town has spiritedly refused to supply him with a single
mouthful, notwithsta»ding the Cruiser and three anned ves-
sels lay opposite it; and they have told the Governour he
may do as he pleases, as they are determined to resist to the
last.

They have a good battery there, and four hundred chosen
men, under the comrr,mnd of a brave njshman, (Colonel
TVilliam p,1lr'Viance,) who is determined to see it out with
them. The women and children are sent out of towl1. The
Tories are all secured in Tflilmington Jail, to the number of
twenty-five. Captain Parry, of the Cruiser, has meanly
begged a few quarters of beef, which the town has refused
him. And the vessels dare 110t begin the attack, though
we daily expect to hear of an engagement, as they are
starving.

It was humorous. enQugh in the inhabitants of Wilming-
ton, when the Goveruour haughtily demanded one thOl~sand
barrels of flour, after answer;ing him fully on that head, that
they went immediately into' the insurrection. And what a
hopeful situation he had reduced his friends to, that were
surrounded by large, spirited, and powerful armies, who
were determined to rn.ake short work with them.

The J;.'egroes at Cape-Fear were never known to behave
so well a~ they have lately. .

Yesterday, two prisoners (a Midshipman and a cOl'nmon
seaman) were sent out of this town' to Halifax.

We have now in arms, to the southward of this fown,
nine thousand four hundred men. Generl;ll Clinton, we ex-
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.by the return of this messenger, I shall receive your orders,
as well with respect to my conduct in keeping the whole or
a part of the battalion on duty, as likewi~ with respect to
the disposition of the powder, as it may not be altogether
safe to keep the powder near the navigable waters. If
there should not be an immediate call for it, I think Snow-
den's Iron- 'Vor7cswould be a proper place to lodge it, as it
will be nearly convenient to Annapolis, Baltimore, and this
place.

1 am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
JOSEPH BEALL.

peet to hear every moment is landed at Cape-Fear, with
the troops under his command. As soon as we learned he
had sailed fi'om Virginia, sent off an express instantly to
our commanding officer there, to be ready for him. The
Governour of South-Carolina is at Cape-~ar. Clinton,
J}fartin, and Lord William Campbell, are to settle the plan
of operations as to the subjugating this Province, South-
Carolina, and Geort;ia. To-morrow, we send off two
gentlemen to South-Carolina. I do expect, the moment
Clinton lands, this Province, Virginia, and South. Carolina,
will march an army of twenty thousand men against him.
You never knew the like in your life as to true patriotism.
Not a man of any influence is left in the back country, nor
on Cape-Fear. All, to a man, turned out upon the first
alarm, in defence of their country.

JOHN HARRISON', JUN., TO MARYLA1I<l) COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Fredericktown, March 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Agreeable to your order, we have sent by
the bearer, Lawrence Brengle, all the muskets we have
that is in order, being eighty-four; and also fifteen huqdred
gun-flints. Mr. Brengle will lay ,before you an account for
wagonage ; what we have will be paid.

I am, gentlemen, in behalf of the Committee, your most
humble servant,

JOHN HARRISON,JrN., Chairman.
To the Honourable th~ Co~ncil of Saiety of Maryland.

CHARLES CARROLL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore Town, March 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Yours of last ni~ht gave me no small satis-
faction; but we have, since receIving it, heard that a large
ship and some small vessels are discovered from North-
Point working up the bay. Whatever they may turn out
to be, we shall here propose to receive them, as there are
a great number of men in town. Colonel Dorsey has been
directed to march back his battalion to Elk-River, but will
keep them together at Elk-Ridge Landing till he hears from
you by express whether they are wanted at Annapolis.
Pray despatch your orders to him directly. I understand'
from you that y?u are at Annapolis sufficiently prepared to
oppose the landmg of any men from the Otter, or her ten-
ders.

The Committee of Baltimore County had likewise, be-
fore receiving yom letter, ~irected their Light~lnfimtry Com-
pany to march to your assIstance. It is now countermand-
ed; but they will most readily send you, on notice any
assistance in their power. As no orders have been s~nt to
Captain Stricker to come to this town, I suppose he will
continue his march to Annapolis. I am sorry to acquaint
you that there is some probability that the powder and arms
we expected from Philadelphia are seized by one of the
t(Ilders. In the great hurry and confusion, in order to fur-
nish some of the Militia, many of the cartridge-boxes were
delivered out to them, which perhaps may not be got again.
We must not mind these small losses. It is the general sen-
timent of the. people here that Captain Squire should not
be supplied with provisions; and I hope he will not be per-
mitted to seize the New-England sloop.

I am, respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient ser:'
vant,

CHARLES CARROLL.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety.

<JOSEPH, BEALL TO MARYLAI\OD COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

BIadensburgh, March 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:On the receipt of your letter of the 8th
instant, I had ordered my battalion to rendezvous about
half-wl!Ybetween this and Queen-Anne. But as we yes-
terday evening and this mOl1lingreceived at this place fifty-
one who]e and one broken barrel and twenty kegs of gun-
powder, and tw~lve muskets, I have altered the place of
rendezv6us to thIs town. , As, by your orders, I am to hold
myself in readinf\ss to march at a moment's warning, I shall
keep them, ~r~ch p.artsof them as can be tolerably arm-
ed, on duty tIll;! recC)Veyour furth~r orders thereon: I hope,

To the Council of Safety.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN JAMES
HINDMAN.

[No. 40.] Annapolis.March 10, 1776.

SIR: Your request, with regard to, Mr. Frazer, hath been
complied with; he has got his commission made out. We
have some linen and cloth, but, we doubt, not enough fat
the battalion and Independent companies; therefore get for
yourself, if YOll can; if not, we will endeavour to supply
you. Hats we will procure at Baltimore Town; blankets
and guns you may get for yourself at reasonable prices.
Our arms are very slow in coming :/fom the northward, and
few have been made. The <man-of-war and her tenders
are gone past this town towards Baltimore. Y <?umust be
on your guard, and spirit up your company to attend their
motions, in case they should attempt landing. We think
you ought not to go to Philadelphia until ihis alarm is
over.

'
'

We are,&c. ./

To Captain James Hindman.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL JOS:Ef17A,
. BEALL.

[No. 41.] Annapolis, March 10, 177Y;.

SIR: A n~an-of-war and two tenders passed this h"arbour
yesterday aftern~o~, and we imagiJiie a:e destinc~{.t0 B?lti-
more. But as It IS'altogether un~rtam what toelr desIgns
are, and as we wish to put the Province in the best state of
defence our circumstances will admit of, we request you will
immediately meet your battalion, and hold them in readiness
to march at a moment's warrling,upon the further orders of
the Council.

1Ve are, &c.

To Colonel Joshua Beall.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DORCHESTER COUNTY
COMMYI'TEE.

[No. 48.] Annapolis,March 10, t776.

GENTLEMEN: We have received your letter, recommend-
ing the Town of Cambridge as the most convenient and
proper place for the Independent Company of your County
to be stationed at; and, as we approve of that place, we
have order~d Captain Woolford to station his company
tllere. '

'W f\ are, &c.
To tne Committee of Observation for Dorche$ter County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN JOHN GUNBY.

[No. 49.] Annapolis,March 10, 1776.
SIR: We approve ~f your conduct in providing houses,

bedding, fuel, and utensils for your company, and enclose
an order on the Treasurer of the Eastr;Tn Shore, in your fa-
vour, for one h\lndred and fifty pounds, to disburse the ex-
penses you have incurred in these matters, and subsisting
your recruits. If that is not sufficient, you shall be pro-
vided with a further sum.

'

1Ve are not yet supplied with arms, and therefore can-
not now furnish you; but will as soon as we are able. By
the enclosed you will observe your compal!Y is to be sta-
tioned at Princess Anne, agreeable to the recommendation
of the Committee of Observation' .of your County, for which
we thank them.

We are, &c.
To Captain him Gunby.
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MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CHARLES CARROLL.
[No. 50.] Annapolis, March 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Half-past three o'clock this afternoon the
Otter, with her tenders, hove in sight. Half-past five a
flag was sent with a letter to the Governour, a copy of
which, with his answer, you have enclosed. We informed
you .last night that very little provision would ['ill to their
share. This we confirm. Weare well prepared to repel
any attempt they may' make to land. You will now have
no occasion for Stricker's Company; therefore, if you have
ordered him to Baltimore Town, countermand it. The
President and :Mr. Tilghman conferred with two officers
that came on shore to attend the flag. They confessed one
of their tenders was in great danger of being taken; but
that Captain Squire bore away to prevent gTeat effusion of
blood: but we conceive that he will loiter about till he is
reinforced. \Ve perceive a small vessel mal~ing down the
bay, and not unlikely with intelligence to the Kingfisher,
who, the flag said, might be expected to relieve the Otter.
Therefore you will be pleased to provide against the worst.
We cannot sufficiently commend those .brave sons of liberty
who this day stood forth so gallantly in defence of their
country. Be assured we shall afford them every assistance
in our power; and are, yours, &c.

To Charles Carroll, Esq. and the Committee of Observa:-
tion for Baltimore County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GOVERNOUR EDEN.

[No. 51.] . ' ,',
AnDapoIis, March 10,1776-

SIR: Your Excell'Emcy will be pleased to inform Captain
Squire, that the time has been when Wy should have
thought it an honour, and would with pleasure have sup-
plied any of his Majesty's ships with provision; and arc still
not destitute of a hope that a time may yet come when we
may tmjoy that satisfaction. _

We have always considered Captain Squire as a man of
bumanity and a gentleman; and as such, cannot account for
the burning of a vessel in full view of the people of this city,
as if meant to add insult to misfortune already too severely
felt by the people of this Province, who were always ,attach-
ed to his Majesty and his family, and who cap not be repro-
bated for defending themselves against any invasion of their
native and chartered rights. Weare willing to believe, ,and
shall be glad of being confirmed thercin, that this step ~as
not in' consequence of any order from him.
, 'Weare much obliged to your Excellency for the pains
you have taken to preserve the peace of this Province, 'and
that you will stilL exert your endeavours for the restoration
of those happy days that we enjoyed under a constitutional
dependance on the mother country.

We are, &c.

To !:Iis Excellency Robert Eden, Esquire.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CHARLES CARROLL.
[No. 52.] Annapolis,March 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:
.
We' are much hurried. The hostile fl~et

have'sailed down the bay, and we are confident they will
return in two or three days; ther~fore prepare for your de-
fence. We ordered part of Colonel weems's Battalion at
twelve o'clock last night to guard west-River; and at twelve
o'clock to-day, which was the time the,Otter was weighing
~nchor, ordered the remainder of that battalion to l)asten
down along the bay side, towards the mouth of Patuxent,
and to show themselves ready to oppose any attempt at
landing; and if they should land without a flag, to fight it
out to the last with them. .

The one thousand pounds you mention sball be ~ent by
the first opportunity. We have a great deal to say to you,
qnd shall be glad to see you to-morrow, or next day. We
are all worn to the stumps.

Yours, &c;

To . Charles Carroll, Esq. and the Committee of Observa-
tion for Baltimore County.

LQRD STIRLING TO COLONEL DAYTON.

New-York, March 10,1776.

use your utmost endeavoursSIR: You are instantly to

to put the Third Regiment of New-Jersey Troops in the
Continental service into the best condition for marching
you possibly can, and as well armed and accoutred as the
time will admit of. There wjll be a necessity of their
moving out of the Province of New-Jersey on Tuesday at
farthest.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,

To Colonel Dayton, Elizabethtown.
STIRLING.

LORD STIRLING TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.
New-York, March 10, 1776.

My DEAR GENERAL: General Lee communicated to me
your letter of the 29th February. Since the date of which,
Congress have made a new arrangement of the commands
in America, of which you will doubtless be infom1ed 'before
this reaches you. However, lest by any accident that
should nQt be the case, I shall just recapitulate what our
fi-iend Duane writes mB on tbe subject. General Lee is to
command in the Southern Department, comprehending Vir-
ginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia. The. Middle Depart-
ment, (comprehending New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylva-
nia, the Lower Counties, and ltlaryland,) is under the com-
mand of yourself, with ThQmpsQn and myself, Brigadier-Ge-
nerals. The ,ZVew-England Colonies compose the Eastern
Department; and Canada the Northern. Who is to com-
mand in the latter was not yet determined. In conse-
quence of this arrangement, General Lee set out from this
place on Thursday evening for Philadelphia, and has Jeft
me in a situation not a little perplexing, especially to a
young beginner, as I now may call myself, after twenty
years retirement from the busy scenes of life. It will re-
quire at least eight thousand men to put this place and
Long-Island in any posture of defence by t~ month of
May., \Ve have not :tbove eighteen hundred j of these,
about one thousand Connecticut Troops will leave us on
the 25t4 of this month j of the remainder, three hundred
are Minute-men, from Dutchess County, without arms; so
that we shall then be reduced to about five hundred. I have
indeed ordered Colonel Dayton to get the Third Battalion
of New-Jersey Troops in readiness to march as soon as
possible. But before I order him to march to this place, I
must wait to know his destination from yourself or Con-
gress. The battalions raising in this Province I know not
the state of, but I believe they are backward in their re-
crl,liting, especially those in this quarter. Their Field-Of-
ficers are no.t yet appointed.

I most sincerely wish you. wery here, for when Briga-
dier-General Thompson arrives, he will be equally at a loss
what to do until we have your particular orders. How-
ever, as I have General Lee's ideas about the fortifYing this
place, I shall pursue the plan as far as possible until I re-
ceive further orders.

A copy of your letter to General Lee is sent tei the Con-
vention of this Province, in order that they may co-operate
with you in the preparations for the campaign in Canada.
It is high time the General who is to command in that de-
partment was on his way to it. -

By General Lee's directions I have engaged in New-
Jersey two.companies of carpenters, each consisting of one
Captain, one Lieutenant, and twenty-five men, designed for
Canada ;* but as I observe you have fifty ready to go at a

.You are hereby authorized and empowered to raise and inlist a Com-
panyof Artificers in the service of the United Colonies, which company
is to consist of ty.'enty-five men, all of whol1l are to be good abl!J house-
carpenters, ship-carpenters, boat-huilders, or wheel-wrights; whom 'you
are to command. as their Captain and foreman. They are to have the
pay and allowance and are to be equipped as specified in the suhjoined
artictes. They are to enter into pay frQrn the day they arrive at Ne-iV-.
York:, 'and are marched and reviewed by order of the General, with an
allowance of three days for arriving at that place.

You and they are to follow such orders or instructions' aR you shall
receive from myself or the commanding General in the Province of
New-York: or in Cp,nada. .

Given under my hand and ~eal, this fourth day of JJf~lrch, 1'/76.
.. STIRLING.

To Caleb Bruen, Esquire. "

..

Jlrticles and conditions on -which a Company of .Jlrtificers i8. to be,
raised in th(: ser'Vit:e of the United Colonies by C.nED BDUEN,as
Captain thereof. .

The company is to consist of one Captain, who is to be paid at the
rate of one dollar per day; one Lieutenant, at three~quarters of a dollar
per day; and twenty-five good able house-carpe!'ters, ship-carpenters,
boat-builders, or wheel-wrights, at half a dollar per day. They are to
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moment's warning I shall detain them at this place till fur-
ther orders. They can, in the mean time, be very well em-
ployed at this place in building platforms and barriers.

March 11.-Last night three gentlemen landed here
from on board a packet from England. The advice they
bring over is, that seven regiments of Foot, amounting to
about f()ur thousand men, were ready to sail from Cork about
the 6th of January, bound to the Southern Colonies; that
Great Britain had engaged four thousand Hanoverians
and six thousand Hessians for the American war, and were
in treaty for tep thousand Russians; that the French Am-
bassador had declared to the English Ministry that while
the quarrel between Great Britain and her Colonies was
carried on with their own forces, the King, his master,
would not meddle with it; but that if any foreign aid was
introduced, he would no longer be an idle spectator. They
then had not heard in England that the French had any
troops in their WCst-India Islands. I think this looks well
for us.

I have the honour to be your most humble servant,
STIRLING.

To General Schuyler.

I,ORD STIRLING TO PRESIDEr.""T OF CONGRESS.

[Head March 15, 1776.]

New-York, Sunday Evening, 10 o'clock, March 10, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have just 'had with me three gentlemen
who have landed here this evening from on board a packet
boat, arrived at Sandy-Hook from England in nine weeks.
Two of them you are doubtless acquainted with, Mr. "Wil-
liam Temple and Mr. Dennie, of Cambridge; the other is
a :Mr. Rickson, who has letters to several Members of Con-
gress, and other gentlemen at Philadelphia. They are to
set out for ~hiladelphia to-morrow morning, and will give
you the particulars of the news .they are possessed of.
What I can gather fi'om them is, that seven regiments, con-
si3ting of about four thousand men, commanded by Lord
Cornwallis, were to sail from Cork about the 10th of Ja-
nuary for the Southern Provinces, to be joined and com-
manded by General Clinton; and that no other British
.Troops were destined to this Continent; that four thousand
IIanoverians and six thousand He.ssians were enO"ao-edto
come out, and in treaty for ten thousand Russians; th~t the
French Ambassador on this had declared that his Court did
not \vant to interfere between Great Britain and the Colo-
nies while she made use of her own force, but that if foreign
troops were employed they could not be idle spectators.
The gentlemen also say, that when they left London it
was not known that any French Troops were embarked for,
or arrived at, the Tflest-India Islands. They say that the
mail is an immensely large one, and, I suspect, well stored
with materials preparatory to the arrival of the Commission-
ers, who are reduced in number to twenty, and were to em-
bark about the middle of January. Their commissions and
iJ13tructions were not to be completed till after the second
meeting of Parliament This mail I shall have my eye on,
and endeavour to prevent any of its contents being dis-
persed without passing through my hands.

The Eastern post is arrived this evening, but has. not
brought a lett~r from any place farther eastward than New-
London. Mysterious. But I d\lre say all right.

General Lee has doubtless informed the Congress of our
situation here. Our whole number is about one thousand
seven hundred effectives; of these, about one thousand (the
Connecticut Troops) will leave us on the twenty-fifth of

find themselves in a sufficiency of carpenters, ship-wrights, and w~ecl-
wrights' tools. They are also to provide themselves with a good lirelock,
bayonet, cartouch-box, and proper belts and blankets, and sufficient
elothing, all at their own expense; and, when occasion requires it, are to
act the pllrt of soldiers in either attack or defence, as wdl as artificers.
They are, while in the service, to receive the full allowance of provision
and rum allowed to the other artificers in the Continental Army, and to
be allowed necessary transportation for their baggage. They are to be.
at "Yew-York as soon as pos~ible, and to enter into pay from the time of
being mustered and received there, with an allowance of three days for
their arrival at that place. They are then to obey the general orders,
either in the Provinces of .IYew-York, .New-Jersey, or Canada. When
discharged they are to be allowed a reasonable time to reach their h()mes,
which is 1.0be fixed as at Jl/e;uark in .lv'ew-Jersey.

In witness whereof eljeh man is to sign these articles, dated the fourth
day of March, 1776.

CUEB BnUEN.
~

I do agree to raise another Company of Artificers of the same num-
ber, end 011 tbe like terms with the above,

10SEPH LINSLEY.
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this month; of the remainder, about three hundred are
JVew-York Minute-men, without anns. It will, therefore,
be highly necessary to order several regiments to this place
as soon as possible. It will employ six thousand men for
at least two months to complete the works necessary at this
place, its environs, and Long-Island. The four regiments
raising in this Province, I believe, are very backward in
their recruiting. We scarce hear of them. No Field-Of-
ficers yet fixed. Nor have I heard of a single company
mustered; and, consequently, none of them have joined the
Army.

I am, sir, with the highest regard
humble servant,

To the Honourable John Hancock.

and esteem, you most

STIRLING.

BE~JAMIN SMITH TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Edgartown, March 10,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have only time to infOlm your Honours
that, on the seventh instant, I, with a detachment of my
company, with some gentlemep of this town, in number all
about forty, with a small vessel, employed for the purpose,
engaged and took the Ship lIarriet, 1fCymse Orrok, mas-
ter, storeship, from London, bound for Boston, laden with
coal, porter, and potatoes; and have sent the mate, (the
Captain being wounded in the engagement,) with fourteen
mariners, by Lieutenant Shaw, and have directed him to
deliver them to the honourable Council. I am endeavour-
ing to secme the property, by getting the ship to the main;
which, having perfected, shall give ijnmediate attendance
for further direction in the matter; and, in the interim, re-
main your Honours' most obedient humble servant,.

BENJAMIN SMITH.

To the Hono!lrable Gentlemen of the Council for the Colo-
ny of the Massachusetts-Bay, Watertown.

BERIAH NORTON TO MASSACHUSETTS COTJNCIL.

Edgartown, March 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: These are to inform your Honours that,
about five o'clock in the morning of the 6th of ]}larch in-
stant, the Sloop Frands, William Furniwill, Prizemaster,
wa.s shipwrecked on -the south side of the Island of ftfar-
tha's Vineyard. Said sloop was taken by the Ship Phenix,
of the British Navy, about the 15th of December last, as
said prizemaster says, and was the property of rJ1illiam
Lowther, Esq., merchant in New- York, and bound for
Boston, by the way of Newport. The sailors being taken
in~o custody, and also the vessel and cargo, the Captain
forthwith made information to me. I went to the wreck,
and' appointed Major Dagget to take an inventory of her
cargo; which is as followeth: about fifty hogsheads of to-
bacco, one hundred and ninety barrels of turpentine, three
and a half thousands of staves, twenty-f(mr half hides, &c.,
and the men ordered under guard of the sea-coast men.
The next morning there was information in town that there
was a transport ship at anchor near Nantucket-Shoab;. I
was not in town myself till the afternoon, when I found
there was about. thirty-seven men gone off to engage the
ship, with a small sloop. About twenty-three of our men
were those of the sea-coast, under Captain Benjamin Smith,
the rest were of the Militia. 'rhey engaged her, and, af-
ter a smart skirmish, the Captain of the ship being shot
through the thigh, struck to our Yankee Sloop, and are
brought into Old- Town harbour. The Captain is in a fair
way of recovery. Her cargo is about one hundred cha]-
drons of coal, one hundred butts of porter, thirty hogsheads
sourkrout, potatoes, and sundry other. articles. The officers
and seamen are ordered to Head-Quarters by the sea-
coast Captain, under the care of Second Lieutenant James
Shaw.

I shall not enlarge any further on this. subject, as I ex-
pect to be at Court within fifteen days. I would just
remind your Honours that the resolve for removing the re--
straint to our trade hath not been published, to my know-
ledge; and, as we bave suffered by it already, I must hum-
bly beg your Honours to have it published as soon as possi-
ble, several persons having been obliged to unload their
vessels that were bound here, on that account. I have only
to say that the two gentlemen, (the prizemaster abovesaid,
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and Mr. James Christie, passenger an baard the ship,) have
behaved themselves with hanaur while in this tawn.

Fram yaur Hanaur's mast abedient and very humble sel'-
vant,

,

BERIAH N aRTaN.

To. the Hanaurable James Otis, Esq., President af the
hanaurable Council at Watertown.
N. B. These certify yaur Hanours tbat Captain Rich-

ard TVhetten,a worthy gentleman, lately appainted Captain
of the First Campany af Militia in this reginient, had the
cammand, in taking the ship, as master. Benjamin Smith,
within named, as Captain. But I expect to.be dawn saan.

y aur humble servant, B NERIAH aRTaN.

EXTRACT aF A LETTER FRaM CAMBRIDGE TO. A GENTLE~

MAN IN PHILADELPHIA, DATED MARCH 10, 1776.
We were last night disappainted in an attempt made to.

possess aurselves af Nuke Hill. We were taa much
elated with the advantages lately gained, and, I must think,
imprudently laid aut the graund in the open day, and in
the face af the enemy. They taak the alarm, and, as saon
as it was dark, began a very heavy cannanade, which was
kept op an bath sides, without intermissian, until sunrise.
As the fiI;e af the enemy was principally directed to. the
spat we intended to. intrench upon, aur peaple were abliged
to be drawn off after losing three 0.1'fonr men. ,

As we are so near the town"every shot frbm aur batteries
must 'take effect. The tumbling I could distinctly hear
aman<rst the hauses; same af which this marning exhibit
the d~eadful havack made by our last night's wark. If the
enemy remain much longer, 1_am af opinian we shall leave
very little far Mr. Howe to. reek his vengeance an in that
devated c,ity.

,There is less appearance this day af their embarkatian
than has been far same days past.

'
Their sick and waunded,

their heavy baggage, and chief part af their heavy artilJery,
are, by every accaunt we get, already an baard; so. that I
believe we shall saan draw near to. yau, as lVeu'- York will
prabably be their destinatitm. If' that shauld be the <;ase,
yaur gallant assaciates will have an appartunity af shawing
their spi'rit. Weare likely to have a warm night af it. If
anything material happens, and I am left in the land af the
living, yau shall soon hear it.

.

By His Excellency WILLIAM HOWE, Major-General, o/c.,
o/c., $rc.

As linen and waallen gaads are articles much wanted by
the Rebels, and wauld aid and assist them in their rebellian,
the Cammander-in-Chief expects that all gaad subjects will
use their utmast endeavaurs to. have all such m'ticles can-
veyed from this place. Any who have nat appartunity to.
canvey their gaads under their awn care, may deliver them
on board the ,Minerva, at Hubbard's 1iVharJ, to. Crean
Brush, Esq.,* marked with their names; who. will' give a
.. The follQwing dmft of a Lette,' ,vas founc( mM!lg the Pallers of

CnEAN Bnus!I, who ,vas tak:en in Ms ,.flight f1'om BOS,TON to HALI-
, FAX, and is published, that the good peoPle of these, Colonie" may
Bee the un7oearie,d attempts of our imPlacable enemies to e!lslave
them.
S;R: The movemeni of the troops from Boston to C"anada is the only

measure which assures success in the reduction of America to due oue-
dience, which, I trust,sir, you will remember to, have becl,l an ouserva-
tion of mine to you in February, 1765. From the frontiers of that,
Province, the troops can, with great facility, possess the interior fertile
country, which forms the great object of Rebel resources, and, by throw-
ing the disaffccted inhabitants in' crowds upon an already exhausted and
almost barren sea-coast, and keeping them confined there, they must be

'reduced by famine without a blow, provided a proper fleet is stationed on
the coast of the Atlantick:, to harass them on that, quart,er, and prevent
foreign succours. The rivers, lakes, and streams connected with, 'and
contiguous to, the lliver St. La.orence, must be the channels through
which this desirable object is to be accomplished-the Rive)' Kenl1e-
bet;k:, Vihose source is near that of the River Clwudiere, emptying into
the St. Law1'ence Rive,' a few miles above Quebeck:; the Sago Rivl!1',
which separa~s the Province of .New-Hampshire from the Province of
Jl-faine; the River '~lferrimllck:, rising about la,titude 43°; the River
Connecticut, whose source is in about latitude 46°, near'the Lake De
St. F,'anqois, in the River St. Lawrence; 1flldson's, SlIsqueha1l11ah,
Delaware, and Ohio Rivers, with the lakes forming those rivers and
streams issuing into them. Far on the banks of these lakes, rivers, and
streams, arc th~ fertile Jands; and the whole settlements in the interior
parts are chiefiy formed on them. . You will be pl~ased, sir, to excusc'

the liberty I have already taken, and mdulge me untIl I have before you
the Il/ethod I would pursue in taking possession of any capital river;
which, ifit furnishes a hint which may facilitate the operations on any
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certificate af the delivery, and will ablige h~mself to return
them to. the awners, all ,unavaidable accidents excepted.

If, after this natice, any persan secretes 0.1'keeps in his
possessian such articles, he will be treated as a favaurer af
Rebels.

Boston, March 10, 1776.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CHARLESTaWN, SDUTH-CARD-

LINA, DATED MARCH 11, 1776.

The Good Intent, Captain William Baker, of twenty-
three guns, and two. hundred and forty men, fitted allt at
this place, fellin, an the 18th instant, abaut twenty leagues
&om hence, with six transports, and one af the King's
slaaps-af-war Df fourteen guns; when, after a staut resist-
ance, the s1aDpwas Dbliged to. sheer off. Faur af the latter
were taken by Captain Baker, al1d were brought in here
this marning; they have an baard pravisians, clathing,
ammunitian, &c. The, two. ather vessels, with the slaop,
are suppased to. be gane to. Boston.

TI{DMAS DQRSEY TO. MARYLAND COUNCIL DF SAFETY.

Elk-Ridge Landing, March 11, 1776.

GENTLEMF.N: I received yaurs of yesterday by express,
and, agreeable to. arder, shall dismiss my battalian af Militia,
who. were in readiness at this place to. march to. any part af
the Province thai yaur Hanaurs 0.1'the General shauld re-
quest.

It gives me the greatest satisfactian that my canduct, as
well as the Dther gentlemen, afficers, and Militia, under my
cammand, meets with yaur apprabatian.

I have the hanaur to. be, gentlemen, YDur mast abedient
seryant, THaMAs DDRSEY.

To. the Hanaurable the Cauncil of Safety af Maryland.

EJ',K-RIDGE COM~nTTEE TO. J\IARYLA~D CDUNCIL DF SAFETY,

In Committee, March 11, 1776.

The Cammittee bf ObserVatian in the neighbaurhaad af
Elk-Ridge, reflecting on the necessity af having the sum
af abaut two. hundred pounds ladged in their hands to. de-
fray the expenses af the Elk-R1:dge Battalian, in case the
e~igencies af the Province shall, a~ any time, require their
marching to. a distance to. repel a has tile invasian by the
British farces, beg that yau will send them the said sum
af two. hundred paunds by Mr. Samuel Godman, and the
Cammittee af Elk-Ridge will be responsible far the same.
The Cammittee have already advanced abDut fifty pounds
far the suppart afthe Elk-Ridge Battalian, after being called
Dn to. go. to. Baltimore Tawn.

Signed by arder: THD~IAS DaRSEY, Chairman.

To. the Hanaurable the Cauncil af Safety.af ~Iaryland.

JDSEPH GALLDW AY TO. MARYLAND CDUNCIL DF SAFETY'.

March 11,1776, Seven o'clock, P. M.

GENTLEMEN: By the arder af Calanci Weems, I am to.
inform yau that the alarm given by Captain Chew is withaut
the least faundatian. The slaop-af-war and het'tenders are at
least fifteen qIiles belaw Fishing-Cre~k. Captain Chew dis-
charged his campany at twelve o'clock last night, after being

other, I should esteem myself very happy. The plan I would lay down
relates only to the River Connecticut-an object of the greatest conse-
quencc, as it forms the granary of Massachusetts-Bay and COlmeeti.
cnt. And I request you may believe, that what I advance is not founded
on mere speculative knowledge, founded on maps, but from the actual
experience of many years traversing that river, from its mouth to latitude
45°, where I had an opportunity of thoroughly inspecting its falls. On
supposition, therefore, that the body of Regulars on this expedition con-
sists of one thousand five hundred men, the like number of Canadians,
and' one hundred Indians, with arms and ammunition, and six smaU
field-pieces, the whole to proceed together from Quebeck: to Lak'e De St.
Franqoi8, with about one hundred and fifty horses, or more, if possible,
and birch canoes sufficient to ea,rry such provisions and light baggage as
may be necess~ry, the distance from the Lake De St. FJ'anr;ois to the
source of Connecticnt River may be about six days' march; and in this
the whole difficulty consists. However, the Canadi,ans, who are good
axe-men, covered hy an advanced I?arty, and Indian guides, mi~ht cut
out such fallen timber as may lay across the path, and fill up such ~ulleys
with logs and carth as would otherwise obstruct the march of the artil. -
lery. Immediately on entering the settled townships on Connecticut
River, a printed paper, to the purport or 'effect .following, might b.l)dis-
tributed. ,[Here the letter ends.]

,
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very much tired\vith their march from South-River, and down
again. They are now under anns a little below Fishing-
Creek, and will continue so till they are gone below Pa-
tuxent.

Captain ]}1akall's Company are ten miles below, and
the alarm is all through Calvert that they are on their way.
down.' They weighed about twelve o'clock, and came to
again about four in the afternoon, as the wind was directly
ahead. 0

I am, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant,
JOSEPH GALLOWAY.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

MARYTJANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN CON-
GRESS.

[No. 53.] Annapolis,March 11, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: We received intelligence by our pilot-boats

on Tuesday evening, that a ship-of-war and two tenders
were under sail, on their way up the bay; and immcdiately
issued our orders for their reception, which were observed
with amazing expedition and punctuality. vVe are much
indebted to th~ spirited, active, and good conduct of the re-
gular officers and troops. The Militia {J1ovedwith astonish-
ing despatcb; and as soon as the vessels hove in sight, our
coast was lined with men. At Baltimore, the celerity of their
movements exceeded description, and had very nearly proved
more advantageous than they reaJly have, for it was expect-
ed by the vessels, (the Otter of sixteen guns, a tender of six
guns, and the other with swivels only,) that the ship Defence
was altogether unprepared; which led them to conceive theIJ)~
selves in a state of security, which had like to have been
attended with consequences very !;Iisagreeable to them.

The residue of our guns for the ship arrived on.ly on Wed-
nesday night, and on Thursday morning were mounted. On
Friday night she was towed a little way down the river, and
manned with a parcel of buckskin heroes, and other brave
fellows. Several small vessels were crowded with men to
assist in case of an engagement; "which would have been
dreadful, as we understand Captain Nicholson intended to
grapple at once. She got under way very early in the
morning, resolved to retake Hudson's ship, and engage the
Otter, (which was four or five miles below,) if she ip'oved to
her relief. Hudson's vessel was guarded by the tenders.
The morning was thick and hazy, and the Defence got nearer
to them before she was discovered than was agreeable to
them. They were much alanned, (not having any idea our
ship was in readiness to venture out,) and pushed off with
the \,Itmost expedition, 'leaving the ship and four or five small
vessels, which had fallen into their hands. The tenders
would probably have been taken, if the Otter, receiving a
single gun, had not sent off men to douhle man their oars.
The Defence stretched backward and forward

0

below her
prizes, and at leng,th, seeing the Otter get under way; came to

_ close by Hudson's vessel, and prepared for battle, expecting
she was coming up to her; but, to the amazement of our
brave eountrymen, she bore away and anchored in the after-
noon off Annapolis. Nicholson continuer! his station, think-
ing it imprudent to risk an action, as he had such a valuable
prize under his care.

In the evening a flag was sent in. The gentlemen behaved
very politely, and on some subjects were £I'ee and commu-
nicative. They know everything which is transacted here
and to the northward. The flag brought a letter to the Go-
vernour, from Captain Squire, commander of the Otter,
desiring provision for the sloop, and that a tender might be
permitted, unmolested, to take a New-England sloop, loaded
with bread and flour, which we had sent up the Severn. The
Governour laid that letter before us. We refused a supply of
provisions, and took no notice of that part of the letter
which rdated to the New-England vessel, thinking it rather
an insult; but ordered a guard of about fifty men to be im-
mediately put over her.
oWe received two other flags in the morning~ne of them
for our answer, and the other with prisoners; who'say they
wefl~. treated 'Yith the greatest humanity and tenderness.
The Otter and her tenders, with some prize vessels, sailed
down the bay yesterday. But we expect they will return
again soon, reinforced; as, £:om what we can collect, they
are bent upon taking or destroying the Defence. Five thou-
.sand seven hundred and eighty-two pounds of powder is

anived in the Potomack, and safely landed at Bladensburgh.
You shall have a full state of facts relative to our late in-
teresting situation, by the next post. This we give you in a
hurry.

We are, &c.
To the Deputies for Maryland in Congress.

TO THE PEOPLE OF NORTH-AMERICA ON THE DIFFERENT

KINDS OF GOVERNMENT.

I beg leave to lay before you such objects as, if properly
attended to, will enable you to secure that to your offspring,
for which you at present contend, and put it out of the
power of any set of men, however cunning and ambitious,
to rise into power and importance at your' expense. The
subject which I propose to discuss, however ill qualified, is
of very great consequence to America; it being impossible
to make the best of our present advantages, unless old pre-
judices are effectually removed.

I wish it to be examined with care, and received.with
impartiality; as truth is my object, and the happiness of
mankind, without regard to sect, party, province, or dis-
trict, the end of my labour.

Pure Monarchy is that~ form of Government which is
framed for the exaltation of the Prince a10ne, and his inte-
rest and grandeur are of primary consideration; the people
are only of consequence so far as their welfare is involved
in his.. The grand monarch is the only being known to the
Constitution; who, like the Divinity, (pardon the compari-
son,) derives every power iiom himself; from whom the
other members of the community derive every privilege
they possess, and On whose will they depend for their con-
tinuance. Aristocracy divides all the privileges of the State
among the grandees of tbe nation; and constituting them the
sole legislators and executots, lodges all power in their
hands; Oligarchy distributes the powers of Government
into a few hands, who are generally the leaders of so many
factions, which exist in the State. In all these forms the'
people are but of small, if of any consideration; and t)19
farther they diverge from f>ure Monarchy, the more intolera-
ble they become. Popular Government-sometimes tCI1l1Cd
Democracy, Republick, or Commonwealth-is the plan of
civil society wherein tb.e community at large takes the care
of its own welfare, and manages its concerns by representa-
tives elected by the people. out of their own body.

Seeing the happiness of. the people is the true end of
Government; and it appearing by the definition, that the
popular form is the only one which has this for its object; it
may be wort11 inquiring into the causes which have prevent-
ed its success in the world. In this inquiry it would ill be-
come us to sit down contented with the accounts "given by
Royal ambassadors, or men of ambition, who can never
arrive to the height they aspire to in a Republick. With
such men, it is impossible for a Commonwealth to confer
happiness on its members. .Were they honestly to invC'sti-
gate the subject, perhaps they would alter their opinions.
The necessity of mutual defence first gave rise to social
connections, which were, consequently, of the military kind.
Thus very great distinctions between the members of the
same community were incorporated into the very Constitu.-
tion of the State, and fonned an insuperable obstaCle to a
perfect Republick. Every nation which has hitherto at-
tempted to set up a Republick, entered on the measure too
late. They were the convulsed remains of some Govern-
ment erected up~m milita];y 'princ!ples; and finding it harn to
content those w]th the snriple fights of freemen who were
once possessed of all power, they too easily gave way to
claims of a superior nature, whereby. they admitted an In-
terest separate and distinct from, and inconsistent with the
g~neral welfare of the people. This interest. forever cla;hing
wIth that of the commumty, produced contInual confusions
until the people, wearied out with tlIe struggle; gave up t(,
the aristocratical party, or. blindly following some popular
leader, in confidence of hIs attachment to their interest
gave all pow:er into his hands, which generally ended i~
tyranny. 0

The inexperience of mankind was another caus.e of the
decay of popular Governments. Being unacquainted with
legislative representation, established on the principles of a
free, uninfluenced, and general election, they met in lar(1"e
and, consequently, tumultuous assemblies. This gave amti~
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tious and designing men, to whom such a fonn of Govern- entered against Kings, when the Jews demanded one, shows
ment is always un favourable, great opportunities of breeding in what estimation they are held by the, Divinity. Point me
disturbance, and creating fitctions, which generally terminate out ,the King that does not verify the description, and I will
in its dissolution. Besides this manner of conduCting pub- begin to suspect the divinity of the Bible. Wicked Kings
lick affilirs, not suiting extensive dominion, the privileges of and Govern{JUrs make up the history of tbe Old Testament,
the society were continually confined to the precincts of the and the chief part of the labour of the Prophets was to
capital; and as soon as their territories extended beyond keep them within bounds. It is thought to be vastly in

'these bounds, slavery took place; which, inducing the ne- favour of Kings, that we are commanded, to pray for them;
cessity of standingannies, laid a foundation for overtuming but if the nature or design of prayer were attended to, it
itself. The feuds and animosities attendant on this mode of would certainly make against them. If the wickedest of
managing publick affairs, gave great opportHnitics to those men stand most in need Qf prayers, it is no wonder that so
whose ambitious designs were incompatible with the good many clergymen are continually sending up petitions for
of the society, to bring it into dislike and contempt. Fux Kings; b\1t it is certainly much against them that all these
from trying to remedy any defects in the systtjm, or to put prayers do them so little good.
an end to factions and disturbances, they used, their utmost Mankind never suffered so ll1uch <turing the existence 01
abilities and cunning to heigpten the old, or excite new; a Republick as they have suffered in the short reigns of
until the minds of the people were so torn to pieces and many Kings. A Harry VIII. did more mischief to his
wom out by feuds and confusions, that they were ready to subjects than any Republick ever did to its members, not-
submit to anything which could relieve them from their un- withstanding they were so illy constituted. But the true
happy situatioI).. T.J.1e,nartfully charging the troubles them- principles of republicanism are at present so well under-
selves had oceasioned to the fault of the Constitution, they stood, and the mode of conducting such a Government so
easily obtained such a: change in its form as was more favour- simple and easy, and America so fit for its reception; that a,
able to their designs.

'

dozen of wise heads and honest hearts \l1ight, in one day,
Political writers, either mistaking the true causes of the un- form a plan for the pnitedColonies which would as muc;h

easinesses which are found in ,mcient popular Governments, ex~el anyone now existing, as the British Constitution
or willing to make court to Princes, have greatly contributed does that of Caffraria. .

to bring the Republican forms of Government into discre- When I seriously consider this, and take a survey of tl1e
...

dit. This has been carried to such a length with many, state of civil Government throughout the world, the modes
that the mentioning a Democracy constantly excites in them wbereby they acquired their present fonns, and the causes
the idea of anarchy; and few, except such as have emanci- which gave rise to them, I cannot help cherishing a secret
pated tq.emselves from the shackles of political bigotry and hope that God has destined America to form)he last and
prejudi~-e, can talk of it with patience, and hearken to any- best plan that can possibly exist; and that he \vill gradually
thing clIered in its defence. . carry those who have long been under the galEng yoke of

One dr all of the foregoing causes have, to one time or tyranny in every other quarter of the globe, into the bosom
other, contributed to the destruction of Republicks ; but' of all of perfect liberty and fi'eedom in America. Were the great
others, the first has done most. Where two or more separate men of the present day, and a}l those who choose to inter-
interests exist in a Government, there contention will rcmain fere in publiek affairs, only to set before them the Godlike
until one beeomes master. A nation must consist of all pleasure of conferring the most lasting and complete state
Kings, aJJ noliles, or all simple freemen, to prevent such con- of happiness human nature is c::tpable of, in a state of civil
fusions, and preserve its privileges. Every attentive.reader society, on millions yet unborn, and the etcrnal reward
of history must perceive this. The histOlY of the Ruman which must attend the doing SQmuch good; I cannot help
Commonwealth, abating for its foreign wars, is little else but thinking but contracted views, partial interest, and party
a relation of feuds, factions, and animosities, occasioned by factions, would sink under, and yield to considerations of so
the existence of a rank of l!-0bles, whose inter~st was un- greatly superior a nature.
connected with the plebeians. They fonned schemes, and Few opportunities have ever been offered to mankind of

'adopted plans, to balance the powers, and reconcile the in- framing an entire Constitution of 'Government, upon equi-
terests of these two ranks. But all to no purpose; tyranny table principles. All modem authors on this subject agree,
at last destroyed them both. The irreconcilableness of that .mankind are entitled to freedo\ll by birth, and that they
these two interests did more to prevent the formation of a 'are independent of, and on a level with, each 'other when
Republiek in Great Britain, than al! the ambition of a they ~nter into society" , This being ,the case, it is evident
Cromwell; and, if I mistaKe not, Ludlow, in his Memoirs, that where great distinctions exist iri a community before its "i-
charges its failure t? thi~ cause alop.e. Wher,e ,no King)s, Constitution is formed, its ~1ell!bers d? not e~ter on, equally
that body ~ust enJoy hIS power, or be anmhilate?: ther advantageous terms ,; and It wIll be dIfficult, If not nnpossi..
must and wIn hang together. To a man of reflectIon, tlns ble to frame an eq~lJtable plan. Rome had her Patres, and
will readily appear, and fully explain the reasons why a Patres Consctipti, before she attempted it; and the conse-
Parliament that d~throned a King" voted a House of L?rds quenc: ,,:as, an eternal,clashing of inte~est, which kept their
useless. They wIll be an everlasqng plague to the sOcIety ConstItutIOn so fIuctuatmg, that they never could be said to
which has not a King; for they wiJI always be aIming at have anything pennanent, but their hatred to Kings; and
kingly authority. And where there is a King, their dignity this was the only stahle principle which preserved the Cotn-
and consequence wiII flow £i'om him, and they will be his monwealth as long as it lasted. '

tools, if he makes no attack on their peculiar privileges.. 'Whenev~r any rank in society is invested with more than
Two or more distinct -interests can never exist in society, an equal share of the privileges and powers of that society,

without finally destroying the liberties of the 'people. The it must be at the expense of tre other ranks. .Men na-
best plans will fail in accomplishing this, until mankind shall turally on a ,level, ought to remain so by the constlt~tion
have learned to do to others as they would be done unto. of the society, if they will secure the liberty and welfare of
The whole wis~om of the Brit~sh. natio,n, at a t~me when the cQmmunity, and every civil and necessary disiinc,tion,
its virtue and wlSdom w.as at the hIghest, exerted Its utmost as that of legislator and magistrate; and the other' civil
efforts to form a perfect' plan of political freedom, and to officers should be so settled as never to remain loner in one
prese:ve and sec;ure the rights of the t~ree distinct classes, family, othe,:"i~e it, will end in the enslaving o(that' people.
of Kmg, Lord;;" and Commons; and It was thought they All natural dlstmctlons-such as weak and strong, wise and
had effected it; but later experience has proved the con- foolish; and every accidental or adventitious one-such as
trary. The c;rown of Great Britain is now as absolute in learned or unlearned, rich and poor; may safely exist in the
the .legislature as the Crown o~ France, and were it not for communitl, w~th~)l\t,i~terr~pting its p~ace and felicity; but
the Habeas Corpus Act, and Tnal by Jury, the consequences every famIly (!lstmctlon Wl11ch a socIety creates, will finally
of offending it would be fuJI as fatal. prove destl'l1ctive to that society. Princes of the blood

Kings and nobles, are artificial beings, for whose emolu- Princes of the empire, and Peer;; of the realm, everhav~
ment civil society was never intended; and notwithstanding been, are now, and ever will be, the convenient and neces-
they have had the good fortune .to escape general censure sary tools of Royal tyrants, scattered. up and down the com-
from the world, yet I will boldly affirm that nine-tenths of munity, for tb,e more ready qccomplishing his wiH who created
all the publiek calamities which ever befell mankind, were tbem. All political distinctions ought to be the gIft of the
brought on by their means. The protest which the Almighty free people at large, and continually torey-ert to them at tl1e

*

,.

j
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end of the political year, to be renewed or otherwise, as
they shall think proper.

Almost every civil Constitution now existing in the world
is partly the spurious offspring of some former very defective
one. Perhaps America is the only country in the world
wholly free from all political impediments, at the very time
they are under the necessity of framing a civil Constitution.
Having no rank abovethat of freemen, she has but one in-
terest to consult, and that interest, (blessed be GQd for it,) is
the true and only interest of men as members of society.

SALUS POPULI.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

, , Philadelphia, March 11, 1776.

SIR: Since my last, I have had the honour of receiving
your I,etter of the 9th of February. The Congress have
not yet come to any resolutions on your former letters.

The design of this is only to desire you to send Captain
Mm'(J'an CQnnQr, of the Rifle Battalion, to Phl:ladelphia,
the Congress having occasion to employ him in the Southern
Department.

The Congress having promoted Edward lIand, Esq., to
be Colonel of the Rifle Battalion, in the room of Colonel
ThQmpsQn, whom they advanced to the rank of Brigadier-
General; and James Chambers, Esquire, to be Lieutenant-
Colonel of the same; I have forwardl;)d their commissions
accordingly.

I have the honour to be, with much esteem, sir, your most
obedient servant J H '

p .
d' OHN ANCOCK, reszent.

To His Excellency General WashingtQn.

GENERAL LEE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Philadelphia, March 11, 1776.

SIR: I beg leave to inform the Congress of my arrival,
in consequence of their orders; and shall be happy if you
will instruct me when, and in what manner I am to pay my
respects to them, ilJ. order to receive their .further com-
mands. '

.
"

'

I am, sir, with the great~st respeCt; your most obedient,
humble servant, C LHARLES EE.

Esq., President of theTo the Honourable JQJm ]lanCQck,
Continental Congress.

nENJA1IllN FRANKLIN TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Philadelphia, March 1], 1776.

SIR: The Congress have appointed three Commissioners
to go t() Canada, of which number I have the honour to be
one. We purpose setting out one day this week. I take
the Jiberty of mentioning this, as possibly a little previous
notice may enable you more easily to make any preparation
you shall judge necessary to facilitate and expedite our
journey, which I am sure you will be kindly disposed to do
for us.

A friend with us will make our company four, besides
our servants. We shall either go in carriages directly to ,

Albany, or by water, if the river is open, fromNew- YQrk.
Hoping soon for the pleasure of seeing you, I now only

add that I am, with the sincerest respect and esteem, sir,
&c., B F

-
. nANKLIN.

To General Schuyler. , '

,
'P. S. The bearer, M La Jennesse, has been considered

by the Congress as a friend to the American cause, and he
is r,ecbmmended to your protection on his return to Ca-
nada. B. F.

LORD STIRLING TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Ne~-York, March 11,1776.

My DEAR GENE'ltAL: General Lee left this place on
Thursday evening last for Philadelphia, in his way for Vir-
ginia, where he is to command.'

.
This has thrown a heavy

load on my shoqlders, and, very unexpectedly; but I am
like SOOIlto be relieved from it, as I hear Brigadier-General
Thompson is to be here in a day or two.

~he sudden departure of the post prevents my saying
anything at present telative to the situation of this place;

,

and will only inform you that, last night, three gentlemen
landed here from on board a packet, nine weeks out from Fal-
m01.{th. They say that seven regiments of Foot, amount-
ing to about four thousand men, were j2mbarked and ready
to sail from Cork about the 6th of January, bound to the
Southern Colonies. That Great Britain had engaged four
thousand Hanoveri(tns and six thousand Hessians, for the
American sen-ice, and were in treaty for ten thousand Rus-
sians. That the Fnnch Ambassador at Lvndon had de-
clared to the English Ministry, that' his master did not mea.n
to meddle witll the quarrel between Great Britain and her
Colonies, while it was carried on with, its own force; but
that he could not be anidle spectator if any foreign aid was
made use of. (It was not then known in London, that the
French had any troops in the West-Ind1:a Islands.) That it
was not likely any more British Troops would be sent out,
for they had them 'not to spare.

If these things should ,be true, I am in hopes we shall
have an easy summer's work to secure the whole Continent.
The Commissioners, whose number i6 redue()d to twenty,
were to embark about the middle of January. It was said
that they were to endeavour to treat with the Assemblies of
Colonies separately, if possible; and even to retail out cor-
ruption to single towns or families; but if this could not
succeed, they were .to swallow the bitter pill, and treat with
Congress.

Adieu, my dear General; the post waits. But yet, pre-
s;mt my best regards to Mrs. Washington, Mr. and Mrs.
Custis, Palfrey, &c.; and am, with the highest esteem and
regard, your most humble servant,

STIRLING.
To General-Washington.

ABRAHAM LIvINGSTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

New-York, March ll, J776.

GENTLEMEN:Havi~g been informed that Mr. Curtenius
has applied to, Congress for further proposals being made
by both him and me, on a supposition that I had not attend-
ed to the tenor of the advertisement, I think it necessary
to aClij,uaintyou what motives induced rne to form that part
of my offer whieh proposes that all expense of transporta-
tion be paid by the publiek. I requested the favour of .Mr.
LoU to ask the Congress some questions that I thought ab-
solutely necessary, which I delivered to him in writinO'. One
of the questions was, ,,'Where are the troops to be stat~ned ?"
The answer delivered to me, also in writing, \vas, "Wherever
the General pleases." I could not, therefore, as a person
possessed of the least degree of prudence, attempt to make
any other proposals on that head than I did, at least within
the bounds of moderation.

I am pretty well assured that Mr. Curtenius knew from
Congress that the troops were to be stationed in New- York
King's County, and the Highlands. I therefore cannot huf
thipk th[lt the' Congress will readily consider my proposals
the most reasonable, as the expense of transportation to
those places cannot possibly exceed one half-penny per
ration. I have the answers to the qucstiolJ.sto Mr. Loft
ready to produce to tbe Congress should they think proper
to see them.' .

I th?nk the Congress for their kindness in appointing me
.Commlssmy of Provisions. 'When I engaged in that busi-
ness, I understood that, while I remained i,noffice, I was to
transact all affairs in that departmj2nt; and as I have lately
understood that some other person has been employed to
furpi~hwhat properly carne within the line of my duty, and
nothmg left for me to trqnsact but such business as, in all
probability, many would refuse, I ,findit will answerno pur-
pose to continue in that office. I thereforeapprize the Con-
gress that I do decline serving as Commissary. And lest
th~ publick se~v!ceshould be impeded by my resignation, I
wIll serve proVIsIOnas usual, to supply the troops, this week,
and shall be ready to deliver the provision, &c., to whoever
the Congress shall please to app.oint.

I have ordered my accounts to' be made out and am
ready for an immediate settlement. I cannot conciude with-
out declaring to Congress that the post I now resign was
not at all solicited by me, and sincerely wish the appoint-
ment of a person who will give more satisfaction.

I am, with,respect, your very humble servant,
ABRAHA..'I1 LIVINGSTON.

To the' New- York Congress.
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GENERAL GREENE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Pros/?eot.HilJ, March 11, 1776.

SiR: Major Cudworth, lately discharged from Colonel
TVhetcomb's Regiment, has arrived, to join Colonel Bond's.
He is agreeable to the Field-Officers, and satisfactory to the
Captains and subalterns. The Major is a good, prudent
officer, and left the former regiment only because there was
not proper .order and discipline maintained in it. I esteem
him worthy the appointment; and if your Excellency's sen-
timents correspond with mine, should be glad he mir,ht re-
ceive an appointment to fill the vacancy in Colonel Bond's
Regiment.

I am, with profound respect, your Excellency's most obe-
dient humble servant, N GATHANIEL REENE.

To General Washington.

TALBOT COUNTY CmfMITTEE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF

SAFETY.

In Committee, Talbot County, March 12, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:It appearing to this Committee that it was
the intention of the last Convention that non-enrollers
should, previous to the 1st of this month, be informed of
the alternative given them; and the proceedings of that
Convention not being come to their hands until the 3d in-
stant, (on which day they, by advertisement, gave publick
notice of the rule,) they conceive it would be extremely
rigorous, and contrary to the sense, though agreeable to the
letter of the resolve of Convention, to proceed immediately
to levy fines on and compel the delivery of the arms of
such non-enrollers. They therefore pray your advice in the
premises with all convenient speed. .

Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient servants.
By order:

JAMES LLOYD CHA~mERLAINJj:,Chairman.

'1'0 the Honqurable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

JOHN McLURE AND JOHN E. HOWARll TO MARYLAND COUN-

CIL OF SAF~~Y' .
Baltirp.ore, March 12, 1776. .

GENTLElImN: Being appointed by the Committee of Bal-
'timon; County tQ procure wagons to bring. the arms from
Philadelphia to your city, we nOW send you eight boxes of
arms, and ten reams of cartridge-paper. We have an order
for a ton of lead, which please to return by them.

'Ve are, most respectfully; gentlemen, your obliged and
obedient sen'ants, J 1\'1 IOHN lV C JURE,

JOHN E. HOWARll.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ~Maryland.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO TALBOT COUNTY COM-
MITTEE.

[No. 47.] Annapolis,March 12,1776.
GENTLEMEN: Alexander Wickham was apprehended and

brought before us yesterday, in cons~quence of a letter from
Mr. Samuel...'{harpe to Messrs. Wallace and Davidson, set-
ting forth that the sai.d Wickham was a person inimical to
the liberties of this country, and was suspectea of being' on
his way to Lord Dunmore. As the trial of Wickham before
our Board would, at this time, interfere with business of
gre,at importance to the Province, and as the witnesses on
boih sides reside on the Eastern Shore, we have thought
proper to send him, under the custody of Lieutenant Fra-
zer, to your Committee, in order that you may try and de-
termine the truth of the offence laid to his charge. You
will therefore proceed to make the proper inquiry into this
matter, and conduct yourselves therein as you shall judge
most conducive to the publick good.

We are, &c.

~Q the ~oJ]llnittee of Talbot County:

MARYLAND cm,;"NCIL OF SAFETY TO BALTIMORE CO:\IMITTEE.

[No. 54.] Annapolis, March 12, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have impatiently expected information
from your town of tbe arrival of the gunpowder and arms
&oflltPhiladelphia; and having no regular intelligence from

YOUJ do not know they are safe, although we hear they are

.

arrived. We request, if they are, you will secure the pow-
der in the best manner, and immediately send down the
a~ms in wagons, with what catlouch-boxes, belts, and gun-
slmgs can be spared, under a guard to this city.

We are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAINS IIENRY AND
KENT. .

[No. 55.] Annapolis,March 12, 1.776.

GENTLEMEN; We have received your favour of the 28th
February, communicating the agreeable information that our
letter of tlle 14th had given much satisfaction to you and
your respective co~panies, and also that you had anived at
your station, after a long and fatiguing march, in good health
and spirits; and are sorry it is not in our power t9 make pro-
vision for those gentlemen who, at your request, attended
you in the character of physicians; however, we assure you
we will represent the matter to the next Convention, and
do not doubt they will take it into consideration, and com-
pensate them for their trouble, and the services they may
re.nder. We will supply you, by the first safe opportunity,
with what money we apprehend may be sufficient to defi'ay
the expenses of your march up, and furnish you with the
Continental Regulations relative to wages and rations, as
soon as we can procure them.

The assurances you give us, that you will endeavour to
render all the satisfaction you can to the inhabitants of
Northampton County, are very agreeable, as we are fully
confident you will act cOfr!~spondently to your profession,
which will redound much to the honour of your Province,
and reflect deserved encomiums on yourselves.

We are, &c.

To Captains Henry and Kent.

Baltimore, March 12, 1'778.

To the Publick irt general, and the Ladies' in particular.

OUf repose, which we have hitherto enjoyed in a pre-
ference to our neighbouring Colonies, is at last disturbed;
and we are now called forth to Qurdefence. The alacrity
with which our brave countrymen assemble, and the deter-
mination to fight visible in every countenance, demonstrate
that, if the enemy s~ould be hardy enough to encounter.
them, we have reason'to expect some wounds. The neces-
sity of taking all imaginable care of those who may happen
to be wounded in the country's cause, urges us to address
our humane Ladies, to lend us their kind assistance in fur-
nishing us with linen. rags and ?ld sheeting, [or bandages,
&~., &c.,. to be delivered to either Dr. Weuenthall, Dr.
Boyd, Dr. Craddock, or any member of the Committee.

It is recommended to all the Printers in this' Province to
publish the above.

EXTRA~T OF A LETTEg FROM PHILADELPHIA TO. A GEN-

TLEMAN IN ENGLAND, DATED MARCH 12, 1776.
No doubt you feel anxious for your country, and will be

pleased to hear how matters sland on this side of the water.
I shall, therefore, begin to the northward, with Quebock..
The whole Province, except the city, submitted to the
Continental Arms, under 'the brave General Jl;Ionta-omery,
before the 1st of December; and, notwithstanding th~ severe
climate, he marched with his men to join Colonel Arnold
at Qu€beck, before which he lay till near the last; when
tl1e time of many of his soldiers being expired, he resolved
on an att~ck, in .which he fell, as you will see by the
papers. Smce.whICh, oui' people have kept up the blockade
of the town with about five hundred men. The hardship
those men have gone through is hardly credible and too
long for this letter. When the news of Jl;lontgo~ery's fall
an.d.defeat rea~hed the other Colonies, it did not damp their
spmts, but raised them. The Congress voted more reO'i-
ments, which were immediately raised; and in two months
from this defeat, two thousand new-raised troops joined Ge-
neral Arnold before Quebeck; and by the middle or latter
end of Jl;Iarch, that army will amount to fiv~ or six thousand
~en, when Qu£beck will be again a~tempted. Basion is sti1'l
III the hapds of Howe; but weJlre III }rt)urly expectation of
hearing of their flight, as General Washington WaS to begin
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to cannonade it last week. We have two thotJsand men
before it, and plenty of stores, which have arrived here this
winter, the want of which has hitherto prevented our doing
anything. The frequent threats of Ministerialists, and the
late am,val of Clinton at New- York, have put that Province
in a warlike posture. The women, children, and most of
their valuable effects, are removed into the country; the town
possessed and fortified by batteries and breastworks, and five
thousand men who are constantly at work; so that in a
short time it will be very strong. There are also fifteen or
twenty thousand men ready to go to their assistance on a
very short notice; so that every hour afteUhe first twenty-
four of any alarm will produce hundreds of well-armed men.

Rhode-Island is pestered by Wallace and his ships, who
hardly ever lands but he loses more or less of his men. He
carries on the war in a very piratical manner. Every now
and then he lands to steal sheep, &c., at which time, if he
can, he burns houses, and murders the helpless, not daring
to wait; and as soon as he sees any of our armed men
coming, he flies.

Pennsylvania is still unattacked, but preparing for the
wprst. Our river is defended by che.valkr-de-frise sunk in
the channel, (on which no less than three vessels have been
sunk by carelessness of pilots;) a very large and strong
chain; a battery; a twenty-gun ship; a large floating-bat-
tery, to carry twenty eighteen-pounders; and thirteeQ row-
galleys, with an eighteen-pounder in their bows, and fifty
men properly provided, for in each; three battalions of
Regulars; TInd from thirty to forty thousand l\{ilitia.

Nothing has happened in Virginia since the entire de-
struction of Norfolk; but they are there, as well as in
North and South- Carolina, preparing for the most vigorous
defence, and, by the month of April, will have thirty or
forty thousand men ready to take the field, all which will
act jointly or separately, as exigencies may require.
Amongst these are a great number of riflemen. But where
are your resources? say you. Money we have sufficient.
By our industry abroad, we have got safely landed in dif-
ferent parts of this Continent (notwithstanding the low arts
of the Ministry, and all their men-of-war) upw'ards of one
hundred tons of powder, one hundred and fifty tons of salt-
p8tre, and a large quantity of snmll-arms, which will supply
us for the first part of the campaign. For the other, we
expect to be under no obligations to any State on earth for
the stores, &c. ,

At ,New- York we have a founder, who has already cast
fourteen or fifteen excellent brass field-pieces. 'We have a
foundry for iron ordnance, from twenty-four-pounders to
swivels. As to iron shot, we have plenty, and, on a pinch,
could supply the whole world; and as for small-arms, we are
not at the least loss, except for the locks, in which bra11ch
there will soon be a great number of hands employed. The
means made use of to introduce the manufacture, of salt-
petre have met with the desired success; so that the women
make it in many parts of the country. From the various
accounts, we shall, by midsummer, have thirty or forty
tons, or more, of our own manufacture. In one manufac-
tory, they make fifty hundred weight per week. At New-
bury, in New-England, they make at least one hundred
pounds per day; in short, it is now as easy to make salt-
petre as it is to make soft-soap.* As to brimstone and
lead, the bowels of our country produce more than sufficient
for a war of one thousand years.

In a short time we shall have at least thirty ships-of-war,
from thirty-eight guns downwards, besiat~s (if the Ministry
carryon their piratical war) a great number of privateers.
WJlen you return, you will be surprised to see what the
Mother of Invention has done for us. I really believe, if
we are harassed for one year more, we shall not want any-
thing from Europe.

The Ministry have often unjustly accused us of looking
after independency; but what they pretend to "

dread, their
measures will, in a short time, bring forth." "Commow
Sense," which I herewith send you, is read by all ranks;
and, as many as read, so many bepome converted; though,
'perhaps, the" hour before were most violent against the least
idea of independence." This summer's campaign will, I

. .For every old woman in America could make soft-soap fprmerly'
and as casily now as the Americans can at prcsent make saltpetre, find
brimstone, or, in fact, stand up for the essential liberties of England and
its once hallow.ed dominions.

.

make no doubt, set" us free from the shackles of education ;"
and the King of Britain, instead 9f being the idol of Ame-
ricans, will be of little more importance here than to frighten
little children.

You will see by the papers that Qur people have opened
their batteries on Boston,

"
which is destined to the flames."

I wish I could convey to you a small idea of the ardour
which inflames our young men, who turn out with more
alacrity, on the least a1ann, than they would to a ball.

I am yours, &c.

TO THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA.-LETTER II.

As I propose to take my subjects as they ri~e out of the
times, I shall leave to my next letter the further defence of
our Assembly, to give room for a matter of very great im-
portance, .agreeable to what was hinted in the conclusion of
my first letter.

The account which we have already received of Com-
missioners being appointed in England, and ready to em-
bark for America, in order to negotiate a settlement of the
present uuhappy differences, has engaged the attention, and
exercised the speculations of many among us. The powers
with which they are to be invested, the manner in which
they are to be received, how they are to be treated with, or
whether they are to be treated with at all, have been can-
vassed agreeably to' the diffi~rent views or judgments of
individuals.

Among others, a wTiter under the name of Cassandra,
, in the Pennsylv(tnia Evening Post of last Saturday week,

has held forth sentiments which rconcpive highly disgrace-
ful to America, and pernicious to society in general. He
pretends to have satisfied himself (but upon what grounds
I know not) that the sole view of the Administration in this
commission is, to amuse an~ deceive-to bribe and corrupt
us. :And because he supposes aU of us so very corruptible,
he proposes, by way of prevention, to seize the Commission-
ers upo~ their first setting foot on shore, and bring them
immediately, under a strong guard, to the Congress. I
have too good an opinion of the virtue and good sense of
my countrymen, to think they will pay any other regard to
this advice than to consider the author as an enthusiast or
madman.

The contest in which we are engaged is founded on the
most nob1e and virtuous principles which can animate the
mind of man. 'Weare contending, at the risk of our lives
and fortunes, against an arbitrary Ministry for the rights of
Englishmen. The eyes of all Europe are upon us, and
every generous bosom in which the pulse of libl:'rty yet beats,
sympathises with us, and is interested in our success. Our
cause, therefore, being the cause of virtue, it will be expect-
ed that all our steps should be guided by it, and that, where
the stock is TSOfair, the fruit will be proportionabl'y perfect.
Let us not disappoint these sanguine expectations by the
smallest deviation from those liberal and enlarged sentiments
which should mark the coriduct of freemen; and, when the
faithful historick page shall record the events of this glorious
struggle, may not .asingle line in the bright annals be
stained by the recital of a disgraceful action, nor future
Americans have cause to blush for the failings of their
ancestors. . J

I trust that there is not such another t!arbarian among
us as Cassandra. I am sure there are none such among
our savage neighbours. To what is it that he would per-
suade us? To receive with, contempt, and treat with in-
sult, men commissioned to negotiate with us about matters
of the highest concern to America, and at least professing
peace-persons clothed with the character of Ambassadors,
which has been u.niformly esteemed sacred by every nation
and in every age! '

Can a precedent be produced in any country, or at any
period, which could be proposed for Otfr imitation, or give
countenance to such a proceeding? Let this writer turn
over the volumes which establish the principles of the Law
of Nations. Let him search the history of every State,
both ancient and modern, civilized and uncivilized. He
will find none so fierce and rude as not to reverence the
rights of Ambassador~, and consider ;my insult of their per-
sons as the grossest outrage that could be committed. Nay,
let him inquire among the. pumerous tribes of lndia1Jl that
surround our frontiers for s.ome example to countenance.

.
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him in his proposal. These untutored savages would startle
at the question, and wonder that there could be a person so
ignorant as not to know that publick messengers, with the
calumet in their hands, are entitled to audience, respect, and
hospitality. And shall Americans, glorying in their attach-
ment to the rights of humanity, be the first to violate obli-
gations which have been thus universally held sacred? No!
Let us never give that advantage to those who have been
striving to excite the indignation of manlvnd against us as
faithless people, ferocious, barbarous, and uninfluenced by
those humane sentiments and finer feelings which, in mOQern
times, have, in some measure"softened the horrors of war.
We know that such a charge is as malicious as it is ground-
less. Instances enough might be produced to refute it,
since this contest was carried on by arms; and I trust no
future ones will be found which might have a tendency to
support it.

As we have long professed an ardent desire for peace,
let us meet those who bring the terms, with that virtuous
confidence which is inseparable from an upright conduct.
Let us hear their proposals with patience, and consider them
with can dour; remembering how deeply the happiness of
millions may be concerned in the issue. If what they offer
be such as freemen ought to accept, my voice shall be for
an immediate reconciliation, as I know of no object so
worthy of a patriot as the healing our wounds, and the
restoring of peace, if it has for its basiS' an effectual security
for the liberties of America. If, on the con~rary, the terms
which may be oftered should be such as we cannot accept,
we have only to say so, and the negotiation will be at
an end.

But this writer is greatly concerned for our virtue, lest
we should be cajoled, deceived, and corrupted. I confess
these fears appear to me so groundless, that I suspect their
reality. Is it possible, in good earnest, to entertain so ill
an opinion of those who have staked their lives and fortunes
on this contest, as to believe that they will suffer themselves
to be flattered out of their liberties, or induced to sell their
birthright for a 'mess of pottage? -

When I consider that this treaty is to be managed, on
the part of America, by men delegated for their integrity
and abiliti()s by the voice of their country, I feel myself
quite easy on that score. If the scheme of the Ministry be
to try the arts of corruption where their arms cannot prevail,
there are other and less suspicious ways of carrying it into
execution than by Commission~rsin the face of America,
where they will have the eyes of all fixed upon them, and
their conduct diligently watched aHd severely scrutinized.

Upon the whole, it appears that this writer is more an
enemy to the business on which the Commissioners are to
be sent, than really apprehensive for our virtue. He seems.
to have drank deep of the cup of Independence; to be inimi-
cal to whatever carries the appearance of peace; and too
ready. to sacrifice the happiness of a great Continent to his
favourite plan. Among such writers, I pretend not to class
myself; for I am bold to declare, and hope yet to make it
evident to every honest man, that the true interest of Ame-
rica lies in r'~conciliation with Great Britain upon consti-
tutional principles; and I can truly say, I wish it upon nO
other terms.

Why the many publications in favour of Independency
(with which our presses have lately groaned) have passed
hitherto unnoticed, I am not able to determine. But there
are certainly times when publick affairs become so interest-
ing, that every man becomes a debtor to the community for
his opinions, either in speaking or writing. Perhaps it was
thought best, where an appeal, was pretended to be ma_de
to th~ common sense of this country, to leave the people~
a while to the free exercise of that good understanding which
they are known to possess. Those who made the a~peal
have little calise to triumph 'in its success. ,Of this they
seem sensible; and, like true quacks, are constantly pester-
ing us with their additional doses, till the stomachs of their
patients begin wholly to revolt. If little notice has yet been
taken of the publications concerning Independence, it is
neither owing to the popularity of the doctrine, the unan-
swerable nature of the arguments, nor the fear of opposing
them, as the vanity of the authors would suggest. I am
confident that nine~tenths' of the people of Pennsylvania
yet abhor the doctrIne.

If we look back to the origin of the present controversy,
it will appear that some among us at least have been con-
stantly enlarging their views, and stretching them beyond
their first bounds, till at length they have wholly changed
their ground. From the claim of Parliament to tax us,'
sprung the first resistance on our part. Befme that unjust
claim was set on foot, not an individual, not one of all the
profound legislators with which this country abounds, ever
held out the idea of Independence. We considered our
connection with Great Britain as our chief. happiness-w()
flourished, and grew rich and popIlIQus., to a degree not to
be para11elled in history. Let us then act the part of skill-
ful physicians, and wisely adapt the remedy to the evil.

Possibly some men may have harboured the idea of Inde-
pendence from the beginning of this controversy. Indeed,
it was strongly suspected there were individuals whose views
tended that way; but as the scheme was not sufficiently
ripened, it was reckoned slanderous, inimical to Ameri{;a,
and what not, to intimate the least suspicion of this kind. .

Nor have many weeks yet elapsed since the first open
proposition for. Independence was published to the world,
By what men of consequence this scheme is supported, or
whether by any, may possibly be the subject of futurei~-
quiry. Certainly it has no countenance &om the Congress,
to whose sentiments we look up with reverence. On the
contrary, it is directly repugnant to every declaration of that
respectable body. It would be needless to quote particular
passages in proof of this, as they are to be met with in
almost every page of their proceedings. I wiII ref~r to a
few only, viz : their Resolves, March 5, 1775 ; thcir Declara-
tion, July 6 ; their Address to the King, July 8 ; their Letter
to the Lord Mayor of London; and more especially their
Declaration for a Fast, June 12, in which, with the deepest
marks of sincerity, they call upon 1\11America to join with them
III addressing the great Governour of the world, "humbly
beseeching him to avert the desolating judgments with which
we are threatened; to bless our rightful Sovereign," &c.;

"
that America may soon behold a gracious interposition of

Heaven fur the redress of her many grievances, the restora-
tion of her invaded rights, and reconciliation with the parent
State, on tenns constitutional and honou{able to both." Will
anyone be so hardy as to say, that either the appointment
or observation of this solemn day was a mere mockery of
Heaven and earth, or even that any American joined in it,
who was not sincere? I trust not. But if multiplying
authorities were of any use, I might add the sentiments of
our own Representatives in Assembly, expressed in the In7
structions to their Delegates; the sentiments of Maryland in
similar Instructions; the Resolves of New-Jersey and New-
Hampshire; nor shall the much injured Province of _Massa-
chusetts-Bay be left out of the cata,logue, whose Provincial'
Congress, while yet bleeding with the wOl1,ndsreceived at
Lexington, thus addressed the inhabitants of Great Br'itain:
"These are marks of Ministerial vengeance against this
Colony, but they have not yet detached us from our Royal
Sovereign," &c., "trusting that, in a constitutional connection
with the mother country, we shall sOon be a free and happy
people." These were the sentiments of the Colony of the
:Massachusetts, signed by that great martyr to liberty, Doc-
tor Warren, and soon after sealed with his blood.

The sentiments of sundry other Colonies might be shown
to have corresponded with these; but this letter has already
reached its full length. I shall take some future opportu-
nity to examine the arguments which have been offered to
induce a change of these sentiments; and, upon the whole,
I doubt n9t to make it appear that Independence is not ihe
cause in which America is now engaged, and is only the
idol of those who wish to subvert all order among us, and
rise on the ruins of their country. CA'rO.

ALEXANDER McDONALD, AND OTHERS, TO JONATHAN SER~
GEANT.

Princeton, New-Jersey, March 12,1'(76,

SIR: We take the liberty of addressing ourseh:es to you"
as a gentleman to whom we are all, il) some .measure,
known. '\Ve labourunder some embalTassments, which we
wish, through you, to have laid before the Congress; nQt
doubting but they will take the same into consideration,. and
grant such relief as may remove our apprebensions; which
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have been such of late as to make it absolutely necessary,
in our opinion, to know what we have to depend upon.

W"e are all of us from the UTest-lndia Islands, where, and
in Great Britain, the chief part of our properties are vested.
We came here for various reasons; but without the least
idea of taking, or being forced to take, any part in the pre-
sent unhappy dispute between Great Britain and these
Colonies.

It has been our constant wish and endeavours to avoid
giving offence to any persons whatever; nevertheless, we
have lately been summoned before the Township Commit-
tee, to sign the Association, or give our reasons for decli-
ning it. The latter we readily complied with, alleging
that we conceived the Congress could not mean the Asso-
ciation to extend to persons in our circumstances; the
greatest part of whose properties, lying in other countries,
could receive no manner of protection from the Association;
but, on the contrary, might be exposed to forfeiture, if we
did sign it, or take any part in the matter. The Commit-
tee seemed satisfied, but said they had no power to excuse
us; and therefore bound us over to appear before the Coun-
ty Committee, by whom we might, perhaps, be referred
oyer to the Provincial Convention. We have no doubt but
that either of those bodies would admit the reasonableness
of our excuse; yet such attendance is not only troublesotne
and. vexatious in itself, but it impresses the minds of the
people with unfriendly ideas of our principles; insomuch,
that a servant of one of us, being sent to buy some necessa-
ries for the family, was refused what he wanted, because,
said the person, "your master is a Tory." Now, as the
minds of the people are getting daily more and more infla-
med, it is not improbable that tI'1ey may, in time, refuse to
supply us with all the necessaries oflife, or even deprive us
of what we have, under the notion of our being enemies to
the liberties of America.

1Ve therefore pray the Congress would take our case into
consideration, and publish such resolves as mllY express the
line of conduct expected to be observed to, and from us, and
all peaceable West-l11dians now residing,on the Continent of
Amerlca. 'Ve should have saved the Congress and our-
selves the trouble Qf this application, by following the ex-
ample of many others, (our fi.-iends lately from the TVest-
Indies,) by withdrawing ourselves from the Continent; but
the connexions we have formed in this country has endear-
"ed it to us, and made' us very unwilling to tear the tender
partners of our hearts from their families and friends, unless
forced to it by dire necessity-the denial of safi~ty and pro-
tection.

Should the Congress deem it improper to comply with
our wishes in this matter, we then request they will allow.
us a reasonable time to settle our afIilirs, hire a vessel to
carry us off, and grant us a safe pass from their ships-of-
war and privateers.

1Ve are, sir, your most humble servants,
ALEXANDER McDoNALD,
GEORGE GILLESPIE,
J. ,,y. SANDERS.

To Jonathan Sergeant, Esquire, one of the Delegates in
Continental Congress.

CAPTAIN MACPJIERSON TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS.

[Read March 13, 1776.]

Philadelphia, March] 2, 1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: The regard I bear to the
liberty of my country prompts me to wish for an employ-
ment, under your direction, in a department in which I have
acquired some knowledge by experience-I mean the naval
serVIce.

I beg leave to observe, that the command of a fleet has
always been promised me by Messrs. Hopkins, Randolph,
and J. Rutledge. Indeed, withoutsuch a command, I could
not possibly act in the way I proposed to those gentlemen;
which way was approved of by them. Nor was it disap-
proved of, after the alteration I made, by any but Colonel
Gridlt:y, whom I do not think infallible.

I tbink my inventions may be of service to this country.
The fi)wer that know them, the less probability of our ene-
mies' knowing them. But if the honourable Congress choose
that a greater number of gentlemen of their body should

have an opportunity of judging of them, I will discover the
whole to as many as the honourable Congress is pleased to
appoint; providcd the gentlemen appointed come under the
same obligation of secrecy that those gentleman already in
the secret have done.

I beg leave to assure you, gentlemen, tha,t a desire of re-
venging the death of my dear boy, who fell by the side of
the gallant General ]}lontgomery, has a less share in prompt-
ing me to this aptJlication to you, than a desire of defend-
ing and transmitting the liberties of this country unimpaired
to posterity.

If your honourable body shall think fit to appoint me to
the command of any part of the American Navy, when
such an officer is thought necessary; my every nerve shall
be exerted to an honourable and successful discharge of my
office.

"1Vith real esteem, I am, honourable gentlemen, your most
devoted, most obedient humble servant,

JOH~ MACPHERSON.

To the Honourable Continental C~ngress.

NEW-YORK CONGRESS T9 JOHN HANCqCK.
[Read March 15, 1776.]

In Provincial Congress, New-York, March ]2, ] 776.

SIR: As we are informed, fi'om undoubted authority, that
Captain Parker, of his Majesty's Ship Phenic"r, is now fit-
ting out a Bermuda Brig, of eight or ten carriage-guns, and
small schooner to carry four carriage-guns and forty men, and
a brigantine of eight or ten carriage-gims, for the purpose of
intercepting vessels between the Capes of Delaware and
Sandy-Hook; and as we have already given orders for the
immediate fitting out of an armed vessel for the protec-
tion of our trade, we thin1\ it necessary to acquaint you
that such a one from Philadelphia will also be necessary,
to be immediately ready to meet ours for this purpose; and
that she be of such a draft of water as that she may run
into Barnegat and Egg-Harbour. It is also necessary to
be immediately informed by you what your Marine Com-
mittee regulations are respecting the wages, &c., of officers
and men, that we may regulate ourselves accordingly.

We are, sir, your very hllmbleservant,
By order: NATHANIEL WOODHULL,President.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, President of
the Continental CongreS§.

SAJ\ffiEI. GALE (OF CmIBERI.AND COUNTY, NEW~YORK) TO

JOHN J'iI"KESSON.

"

Fairfield, March 12,1776.

SIR: The receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, by
Mr. Sturges, gave me a good deal of pleasure. I imagined
that the paragraph in which you expressed your cheerful
willingness to be bound to Mr. Burr for my 1aithfulness as
a prisoner, would have led him to have given me a condi-
tional enlargement. Mr. Burr took advice on it, but it did
not produce the effect which I expected; so I still remain in
the disagreeable apaltment.

It gives me some satisfaction to find that your Congress
had no hand in my being taken or brought off; and I cannot
but thank them for their proceedings on my last letter. I
conceive them still more entitled to my hearty thanks, when
I reflect that they proceeded in my behalf, knowing, at the
same time, that I was one of those who aid not hold Con-
gresses in very high esteem-a reflection, I must myn, that
mJlkes me view them throl,lgh a m<1refavourable medium
than heretofore.

But while I thus freely confess that I have not held any
asselpblies in high veneration, except sllch ~s were called
by regular writ, I can, with e'qual truth, say, that whoever
construes the disliked expressions in my letter to Colonel
Bellows,to relate to others than those of the County of'
Cumberland, gives it a construction which was not thought
of by me when I wrote it. I am not of opinion that you,
or many of your body, hold their proceedings in a much
better light than myself; nor can I suppose that anyone
can think me blameable in forbidding a delivery of the re-
cords to any but myself, or deputy.

The duty (mentioned in my letter) under which I should
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be laid by such a delivery, was, as I took it, or else, as I mi's-'
took it; en,Joined on me, in the most solemn manner, by
oaths which the law required to be repeated, sworn to, and
subscribed. However, I could not have. exercised such
duty without, at the same time, using all the means for
averting every calamity that could thereby be produced;
and even then, the exercise of it would (as I hinted in the
letter) give me much pam-far more, I find, than roy per-
secutors labour under, though they were not compelled there-
to by any duty.

For my own part, I do nOt recollect any order of Congress
forbidding people's speaking or writing on any side or sub-
ject, nor any penalties being ordered to be inflicted therefor.
It is true such may have been made without my knowing itJ(
or they may have slipped my memory. Should that be the.
case, I would trouble you to inform me of the particulars of
them.

Had I ever undertaken on the side of the Congress, and
had betrayed my trust, I should have considered my present
fate as merited. Or, on the other hand, if I had been em-
ployed in what is by some called" Tory Plots," my present
fate might have been.considered as a means of preventing
their being effected. But neither of these is even pretend-
ed to be the case.' The letter for which I am persecuted,
was written to a gentlemen wbom I knew to be of oppo-
site sentiments to myself. Yet the openness and integrity
of my oWn heart forbade me to suspect evil from the hands
of one who ha.d, only a few months before, expressed a re-
gard for my person.

Had there been an order of the Congress for my being ta-
ken and brought ,off by the military, or haclthere been a pre-
vious declaration for a general use of the la,w martial, I should
then hav~ beep somewhat, though far less, sm;prised at my GENERAL SCHUYLERTO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
presen~ situatIon than I now am; but,~as neither. of .the~e [Rcad March 25 1776.]
was the Case, I must frankly acknowledge my entire mabl- ' . _

lity to reconcile it with the principles of liberty, however Albany, March 12, 1776.

easy the solution of such a probkm may be .to those who SIR: Y csterday, the Sub-Committee of this City and
have acquired a profundity in politicks. COQnty delivered m,e two papers, of which the enclosed

I am pretty mlleh of opinion that my imprisonment must (Nos. 1 and 2) areeopies. No.3 is a copy of my letter to
be owing to some whose zeal carries them bE'yond the line, Sir John Johnson.on the occasion. Shou1d I find, on fur-
and prompts them to an enmity with the persons of men. therinquiry, that the charges against him are supported, I
Soft and generous treatment has often converted the erro- propose despatching a messenger to the Six Nations, to
lieous; but the history of mankind will furnish few, if any, advise them of his condl\ct, and of my intentions not tosuf-
instances of good effects being wrought oy persecution; and fer him to remain in Tryon County. I could wish to have
if I may judge of myself by the general natm:e of mankind the opinion of Congress before I take this step with Sii
in all ages, a cO~1tinued persecution may be but too likely to John, and wiJl defer it until then, if it Can be done with
excite a spirit of revenge in that breast in which it hath not safety to our cause. . ,
hitherto found any harbour. . , We shall be able toprocurea sufficiencyof Indian goods

It is quite probable, as you observe in your letter, "that in' Canada, if the traders,. are. not permitted to go from
ill-treatment and abuse, unmerited in my office, might have thence.' The more I reflect on the consequences of per-
tended to confirm me in my mode of thinkiog." I look on mitting them to go, the more I am convinced they ought
my present fate to be a continuation of the same" ill-tl'eat- not. The Indians that wiJl suffer lJIost by the restraint,
ment," and im:tigated by some of the same persons; and I will be the more remote ones; and we may inform them
am far from being the only one who suspects that some of that tl:ICYowe their misfortune (as they really do) to our
them have yet' more hidden designs in view. Sbould you enemies; imd they may probably second our operations, by
discover anything of that kind, I make no doubt but you, attacking Detroit, or at least by coming down to that place
and every other good man, would endeavour effectua1Jy to in such numbers as to destroy great part of the 'provisions
baffle it. But how it could be. effected at this distance is for the subsistence of the garrison, and that of Niagara.
not easy (0 see; and before it, could b,eknown at New- By a letter from Lieutenant~Colonel Wade, of the Q9th
¥Qrk, it mig,ht be past remedy; which is one reason for my. ultimo, which I received on the lIth instant, I find that part
wanting to be at New- York with as much expedition as of the New-Hampshire Regiment was marched on the 24th
may be. . _. T ultimo. Immediately on the receipt of Colonel Wade's.You may, perhaps, imagine these apprehensions to be letter, I despatched an express to Ticonderoga, with direc-
entirely groundless; but give roe leave to assure you that tion.sfor forwarding provisions to Onion-River, where I am
I can fll1!yconvince you, (and will do it.on oath, if you still apprehensive the men will arrive, and suffer, before the pro-
doubt it,) fromcircu.mstances which are known by few, if visions.' I am sorry that I had not more early intelligence
any, in New- York, evcn of those who tbink with me on the of their marching.
matter, that there is sufficient reason for such apprehensions. The fat cattlc in the westefIl parts of ft'lassachusetts and
However, whether I return to New- York or not, may Connecticut are all engaged for the Army at Cambridge; so
the Alroighty's will be done! I flatter myself that that that my intentions to supply the Army in Canada by the
nobleness of heart which ,characterizes the freeborn Bri- way of Onion-River, cannot be carried into execution.
ton, that spirit in which malice or revenge hath neverreign- The ice has not yet left Hudson-River at this place, but
ed, added to a conscience serene and clear, will enable me is now only passable with great danger. Carriages are so
to pass through the various mazes and labyrinths of perse- very difficult to be got (on actoUlit of the scarciiy of forage'
cution, torture, or death, with aU the patience and resigna- and extreme deepness of the roads) to forward on the
tion of a martyr. And should the apprehensions which I troops, that I fear the whole will not be able to.cross the
have mentioned grow into realities, I shall say, with Ba- lakes on the ice.
laam, "Let me die the. death of the righteous, and let my I ~:j.re not yet purchase any working cattle to send to
last end be like his." . Ticonderoga, l1St.he little hay I have been able to procure

Permit me to request that you would remember my best will not suffice.to feed them, until th,ey can get grass. I
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compliments to all my acquaintance, and to those of your
members (whether known orunkn6wn) who voted for an
in.quiry into my affair.

And give me leave to subscribe rpyself, with the best
wishes of happiness to yourself, and all mankind, (my per:"
secutors not excepted,) sir, your most obedient servant,

.' S. GALE.
To Mr.ft;IcKesson.

.

'

P. S. I should be glad to hear from you shortly, as I
shall otherwise sue out. a ha'beascorpus from the Supreme
Court of this Colony, to know by what legal authority I am
detained here.

. S. G.

"COLONEL LEr.--r TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

Orangetown;March 1~, 1776.

SIRs: Agreeable to your order, I have desired the offi-
cers qnder my cOn;Imand to hold their respective companies
iIi readiness, at a mdffient's warning, and now enclose to
you a return of the regiment under my command. The
fOLlrtq man are in readiness, ahd are retllrned to the Major
of Minute-men out of my regIment.

I am,. with reSpect, sirs; your most obedieht servant,
ABR,AHAM LE:TI.

To the Honourable Provincial Congress or'the Colony of
New- York, or the Committee of Sa.fety at New- York.

N. B. The reason of your finding only two companies of
Militia in the return, is owing to one .company turned out
for Minute-men. A. L.
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shall, therefore, as soon as the heavy cannon come up, and
Lake George opens, send the working-oxen from my farm
at Saratoga, with forage to convey the cannon and stores
across the Carrying-place, and replace them out of those
that must be bought for the spring and summer's work at
Ti£onderoga.

I should be glad to know what allowal)ce Congress has
made to the officers who are prisoners. I have advanced
money to many of them, to enable them to pay for their
quarters, as I did not choose any longer to discharge the
bills that were brought in, they being so enormously high.
When I get the. directions of Congress, I shall -ascertain
what may be due from them to the publick, or from the pub-
lick to them.

I find that the gentlemen of the Pay-Table of the Colo-
ny of Connecticut, and I, have differently construed the
resolutions of Congre~s of the 19th of January last. They
pay four dollars as a bounty to a soldier, although he does

. not furnish himself with any kind of arms. I have allowed
no bounty at all to ~uch of ~olonel Van Schaick's Regi-
ment as came without arms, and have only advanced a
month's pay to enable them to purchase clothing. Be so
good as to _transmit me the opinion of Congress on this
matter as soon as possible.

I am, sir, with the sincerest esteem and respect, your
most obedient hum.ble servant,

PHILIP SCm;YL£R,

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., &c., &c.

DEPOSITION OF ASA. CHADWICK.

Congress Town, March 6, 1776.[No. 1.]

TRYON COUNTY, ss :

Personally appeared before me, John .Collins, Esq., one
of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace for said County, Asa
Chadwick, of lawful age, sOl,lndin mind and memory, and,
being duly sworn on the Holy Evangels of Almighty God,
deposeth and saith: That on the 4th day of ~Iarch, instant,
he, the deponent, was at Johnson-Hall, at JohnstQ1.Qnjncom:-
pany with Sir John Johnson, Baronet, who said he was sorry
that he, the deponent, had such a bad neighbour. The de-
ponent 3$ked who. The said Sir Jphn replied, Esquire
Collin$, who, I am informed, is raising a company in that
settlement, which will be the worse for you all; for I have
sent to the Indians, and have received for answer, that they,
the said Indians, will be down within ~ix weeks, and that
they will fall Onthe back settlements, and will scalp a great
IPany people, and you will see the blood running on the
ground. And he, the said Sir John, said this would come
to pass within six weeks, otherwise he, the deponent, might
call him a liar. And the said Sir John further informed
me \hat he hadlately received letters from a gentleman _In
Canada, who i,nforn1edhim. that the Indians are coming
do\vn in the spring from that country, to cut us off. Fur-
ther saith not the deponent.

JOHN COLLINS, Justice.

EXTRACT FRO~I THE MINUTES OF THE ALBANY COMMITTEE.

[No.2.J Albany Committee-Chamber, Marcb 11, 1776.

An Affidavit was laid befQre this Board, of one Asa
Chadwick, taken before John Collins, one of the Justices
of the Peace of the County of Tryon, s~tting forth, among
other things, the discourse Sir John Johnson had with the
deponent, discovering thereby that he had invited the In-
dians to act hostilely against the friends of thi$ country:
Thereupon, .

Resolved, That, as Sir John lives out of this County,
and is at present uJ1dE:jrparole to General Schuykr, the
said Affidavit be laid before the General, for him to act there-
upon as he shall see convenien~.

Extract from the Minutes.
MATTHEW V ISCHER, Secretary.

[No.3.] Alb3ny,March 12,1776;

SIR: The -Sub-Committee of this City and County have
put into lIlY hands two papers, of which the enclosed are
copies. .. . .

The charges cOJ1tainedin the deposition of Chadwick

.
q.gainst you are not only of an extremely criminal nature,
but, if true, such a conduct is utterly inconsistent with your
written and verba! declarations, and a breach of the honorary
engagements you lay under, than which nothing ought to
be more sacred.

UnwiJIing, however, to be charged with an unbecoming
precipitation in the measures that J11aybe necessary for me
to adopt on the occasion, I shall' defer taking any until I
can have an opportunity of a more minute inquiry; and
that it may not labour under the odious epithet of an ex
parte one, I must beg of you to be present when it is made,
which will be-on Monday, the 18th instant, at ten o'clock
in the morning, at the house of the widow Vernon, in this
city. In an affair in which your character as a gentleman
and a man of honour is so nearly concerned, I cannot make
the least doubt of your compliance with this Tegues~.
Should you decline coming down; you may easily judge of
the inference that will be drawn.

.

I am, &c.,

To Sir John Johnson, Baronet.
PHILIP SCHUYLER.

WINTHROP SARGENT TO GE:t'"ERAL WASHINGT9:t'".

Gloucester, March 12,1776.

SIR: This is to acquaint your Excellency that, last Sun-
day, Commodore ltlanly, with _Wate7"s,Tu£ker, and Ayres,
took a ship from London, James Watts commander. The
contents of her cargo you have. enclosed, with two letters
for General Howe. They had the misfortune, it being a
very dark, thick night, to run ashore upon the rocks, about
three miles from the harbq\lr Qf GlouCester. She is bilged,
and most of the cargo ",-ill be lost. Cornrnodore Manly
damaged his vesselTverymqph; lost his bowsprit, but is re-
fitted.. I shall do all in my power tp SaVewhat I can of the
cargo. I should be glad to know what I shaU.d.owith the
Captain and sailors, as thl~yhave no ship to keep on board.

I remain your Excellency's very humble servant,
. WINTHROP SARGENT.

To His Excellency General Washington.

J\lESHECH ~ARE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Exeter; March 12, 1776.

SIR : We are favoured with your Excellency's advices
by Mr. ]}loylan's letter of the 9th instant, and acknow-
ledge ourselves extremely obliged by this early intelligence
of your spirited and interesting operations against the Town
of Boston, to which we heartily wish the utmost success
you can possibly expect~ We do also gratefully acknow-
ledge the goodness of your intentions, that, upon the first
discovery and nQtice given, if any of the troops from
Boston, on leaving the place, might appear on tl1e coast to
attempt a landing, you would come or send immediately to
our assistance. .

Our Assembly have very readily determined upon the
most effectual measures in our power for the defence of the
sea-coast, and, in particular, Piscataqua Harbour. But
we must beg leave to remind your Excellency of a mat-
ter of the utrnost consequence to us: out magazine of pow-
der being ve1'Y low, (not exceeding twelve barrels,) we
are uncTer the necessity of asking the return of the supply
of powder made by this Colony last summer for the Con-
tinental service; and that you would please to order us the
like quantity, or what can possibly be spared for our use.
The supplies we have sent for to the West-Indies, &c.,
and been some time expecting, are not yet arrived.

In behalf of tlw CQ\;mcif and Assembly, I am, very re-
spectfully, your Excellency's most humble servant,

.
.' MESHECH WEARE,

President of the Council, Colony ofNew-lIampshire.

To His Excellency General Washington.

ADDRESS _OF THE MAYOR, ETC., OF THE CITI OF, CORK,

. INIREI.AND.

To the King's most Excellent Majesty:
We,yonr Maje~ty's dutiful and. loyal subjects, the Mayor,

SheriftS, CommQll Council, :Merchants, Traders, and princi-
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Of pal Inhabitants o(Jhe City of Cork, humbly approach your
Royal presence, to declare our abhorrence of the unnatural
rebellion now C1lrrying on in North Ameru;a by many of
your Majesty's deluded subjects.

We were in hopes your Majesty's paternal admonitions,
and the re~training laws made by your Majesty and your
Parliament, would have brought these infatuated people
to a sense of their duty without shedding of blood; but we
are sorry to find that your Majesty's clemency hath made
them more daring in their lawless attempts; and that, under
the cloak of liberty, they have exercised every species of
licentiousness; not only making offensive war against your
Majesty, but plundering the property of your Majesty's
peaceable subjects, who are resident amongst them, and
driving them from their habitations.

As your M[~jesty, thus circumstanced, is. obliged to make
use of the power of your Empire to reduce, by force of
arins, this dangerous rebellion, we, on our part, do most.
cheerfully engage, with our lives and fortunes, to stand by
and support your Majesty's person and Government, as well
against these insurgents, as against all other enemies what-
soever.

Given under the common seal of the :;aid City of Cork,
the thirteenth day of ltlarch, 1176. '

COMMITTEE OF CHES'tERTOWN (MARYI,AND) TO COUNCIL

OF SAFETY.

Chestertown, March 13, 1776.

SIR: It appears, from the best information that can be
obtained, that a return of the ship-of-war, with reinforce-
ments, may soon be expected, and their b]1siness being
avowedly to get fresh provisions, they wiII probably make
the attempt on the most defenceless Shore. On the last
alarm, a very considerable spirit was manifested by cvery
company in the County; but spirited as they are, their
l'esista.l1ce must' be very ineffectual without the proper
n1cans. .

Most of the small number of good arms in the County
are supplied to the. Minute Company now under duty in V£r-
ginia; and, on an examination into the arms at present in
the County, scarcely any company of Militia have above
thirty guns of any kind, and most of these are unfit for any
service. The two companies of this town cannot produce
above twenty good arms. In this truly defenceless state of
this County, and we believe of this Shore in general, the
Committee for Kent County humbly submit it to the con~
sideration of your Board, whether it will not be advisable
for you to order the arms imported by Captain Tippett to
this place, for the use of Captain Veazey's and the other
Independent Companies on this Shore, and to order back. our
Minute Companies from Virginia. The Committee having
delivered out, to the orders of the Convention and of your
Board, most of the publick powder under their care, and the
whole being but a very small quantity for the use of .this
Shore, think a supply of that article necessary. The Com-
mittee presume you will hardly think it advisable to trust
the arms and ammunitjon on the water after tbe late alarm,
ap.d as they can conveniently have such part as you may
think proper to order here brought by land without any
trouble to your Board, they would only wish to have an
order for the delivery in Philadelphia. The Committee
beg leave' further to represent to you as their opinion that,
as the Brigadier-General for this district is very distant, and
as no Field-Officers are yet appointed for the two battalioris
of this County, in case of an attack some temporary power
ought to be ve~ted 19 direct the operation of the several
companies. They submit it to your wisdom to determine
whether this temporary power might not be lodged by you
in their boay, who, you may -depend, will exercise it for .the
good of the country in generaltothe I,I.tmost.9f tb.eir power
and abilities. Captain Veazey has now got all his compa-
ny collected here, and no provision has been made for
them by the Commissary. The Committee think it their
duty to mention this cirCllmstance, that you may give the
necessary orders therein. In the mean time the Committee
will co-operate with .Captain Veazey, and do everything
in their power to supply the men with provisions.

Signed per order.

.. W. HALL, Clerk of CQmmittee.

CAPTAIN FAUNTLEROY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY..
Ms,rch 13, 1776.

Enclosed is a commission of Mr. John Hynson. He
has resigned, as his removal out of the neighbourhood has
made it inconvenient to .attend as Ensign, and the company
have elected James Black, Sen., in his room, as Ensign of
the said company of Militia.

~

I am, gentlemen, your.most obedient humble serv:ant,
JOHN F~UNTLEROY.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ltlaryland.

If you do not choose to gratify the company in their
choice, Richard Koone, son of 1Jlilliam, Ensign, is, in the
Captain's judgment and mine, a more suitable man for the
place. RICHARD MASON.

To the Council of Safety of ltlaryland.

MareK 4, 1776.

SIR.: 1 must give up my commission, as I have moved
out of the neighbourhood, and hope you wjllexcuse me, as
nothing but the inconvenience of attending obliges me to
give up the commission. I send up the commission by
your boy, and hope this will excuse .me from attending, by
you and the.company; and I am extremely obliged to them
all for their good will, and acknowledge myself indebted a
handsome treat to the company, which shall be performed
the first opportunity. So conclude your most obedient
humble servant, J H. OHN YNSON.

To Captain JoAn Fauntleroy.

BALTIMORE COM~nTTEE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

In Committee, Baltimore, March 13, 1776.

GE~'TLE;lIEN: I am directed to inform you that Messrs.
John Sm£th, Benjam£n N£cholson, Captains Nicholson,
Boucher, and myself, have this day examined the state of
the batteries already made and making at Whetstone and
Fell's Point, and have reported the same to the Committee.'
They are induced

.

to beli~ve and hope that there is every
.

rational prospect of securing the town of Baltimore, incase
the Otter returns with any other frigate that can come up
this river. And as the Ship Defence may be so stationed
as to sllpport the batteries and boom at Whetstone, it will be
of the greatest importance, for the preservation of both the
town and shIp, that she should not be ordered out of this
harbour. The attention of 0\,11'workmen being entirely en-
'gaged since last week on the batteries at.Fell's Point, the
boomis, of consequence, less forwal'd than it otherwi$e would
have been. But to avoid every possible hazard of its being
too late, it is agreed (with the advice of Captain Nichol-
son) to sink all the vessels !Jow collected at WhetstOn£<-
Point ; which will serve the purpose, until the boom, now
executing, is completed. 'Ve have got the vessels all valued
and ballasted, and persons are appointed to begin sinking
them to-morrow.

The battery at Whetstone will.be ready to mount several
guns in a few days ; even now it can be used on emergency.
At FelPs Point, the breastworks, fit for nineteen or twenty
cal1I1on, will be nearly completed to-morrow. General E1J;-
chanan has ordered away the Militia of Harford this day.
Ourworthf friends of York County have raised a select
company of riflemen, commanded by Mr. Joseph Donald-
son, to be held in readiness to march to our assistance on
any -emergency' The Committee beg leave to subinit to
your consider.ation, whether, as you have 110artillery at An-
napolis, it WQ\lld not be advisable to station Captain Ful-
ford's company of MatrOsses in this place; that gentleman's
knowledge as a gunner may be of much service to us.
EitheJ; one, or two wagon loads of powder, sent us by our
Delegates on the first alarm, are arrived in town this even-
ing. We shall calculate on a:nother visit from th.~ vessels
of waf, and use every means in 0\11'power to be prepared
for it. '

I am, with great respect, gentlemen, your most humble.
servant S ' p J C'l.".'. , .AMPEL U:RYIANCE,UN., nazrman.

To the Honoura.,blethe Council IIf Safety of'Maryland.

""
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MAJ1YLAN"DCOUN"CIL OF SAF)i;TY TO HARFORD COUNTY
COJ\IMITTEE.

[1'10.56.] Al)napolis, March 13, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have received your favour of the 1'Oth
instant, and send you the four hundred pounds. 'Ve think
it proper that an account of the disbursements should be
rendered to the Council of Safety, and not to the next Con-
vention, as you apprehend; and, therefore, request you will
furnish us with it as soon as you can make it convenient.

iVe are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Harford County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO VIRGINIA COUMITTEE.

OF SAFETY.

[1'10.57.] Annapolis, March 13, 1776.

GENTLEUEN: Enclosed you have a narrative, which will
fullyinfonn you of the transactions of the Otter sloop-of-
war, and her tenders, which have lately paid us a short visit.*
They are much chagrined, we believe, at their losing a large
vessel belonging to Mr. Hudson, that was' loaded with pro-
vision, by orgel' of the Congress, and had been made a prize
of bl!t a day or two before, and at their disappointment in
accomplishing their design of taking the Ship Defence, which,
by an accounts, they made sure Qf effecting, and was their
grand object. J l!st before they weighed anchor,. a flag came
on shore with some prisoners, who said they had been treat-
ed with great humanity; and, in return, it was thought pro-
per to compliment the officer with two quarters of beef. As
soon as they can get a reinforcement, which we imagine
they are gone after, we expect to have another and more
impQrtant visit, and are making the best preparations in our
power. We are, &c.

To the Committee of Safety of Virginia.

RICHAltP HENRY LEE TO GE~'-ERAL WASHINGTON.

Philade]phia, March 13, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I was in Virginia (from whence I am but
just returned) when your favour of the 26th December came
here; and now I have but a moment, before this gentleman
goes off! to thank you for it, and to cover a letter from your

. A"NAPOLIS, ~l[arc" 14.-The publick will expect some account of
the alarm occasioned by the man-of-war and hcr tenders. The f\.)!owing
is the most perfect we can give at present. On Tuesday, the 5th of
~farc", about seven in the evening, we received information that a
man-of-war a,nd two tenders we,,!. coming up the bay, and had taken a
.;Yew-England schooner lying at the mOtltl) of PatuJ.'ent. The wind
blew hard at ::;. W., and thc general expectation wasthat they would
be at this place in a few hours. The necessary d ispositjons were made to
receive thew in case they thought proper to land; and expresses were
despatched to Baltimore Town, and othcr parts of the Province, to com-
municate the intelligence. Between twelve and one on Tue8day night
the wind shifted, and came on a violent gale at N. W., amI so continued
aJI day on Wednesday;. during which time we had not any certain infor-
mation where the vessels were. On Thur8day, there was a light breeze
up the hay. About two o'clock the vessel. hove in sight, and at half past.
three came opposite this city, with some prizes, and stood up the bay.
Off the mouth of this harbour they burnt a shallop loadeel with oats, and
in the evening anchored near the mouth of Patap8co. On Friday night
we reeei ved intel1igenee tha.t th~ vesse]s were the Otter sloop-of-war and
two tenders; an.d the general opinion was eOl)firmed, that they were going
to Baltimore, to take or destroy the Ship IJefmce. On Saturday we
expected to hear of an engagement, and the rather, as at J)alti1J!ore the
ceJ"rity of their movements exceeded expectation. The Defence being
got ready on F1'iday night, was towed down the river, manned with a
number of brave fell<;>ws,aJI of whom were "~merican8 in their hearts, and
most of them by birth: several smaJI vessels attended, crQwded with men
to assist in case of an 'engagement, which, in all probabi1ity, would have
been a bloody one. Captain JV'ichoI801J got under way early on Satul'-
day morning, resolved to retake Hud8on'8 ship, (a large vessel the Otte/'
had made prize of, loaded with wheat and flour,) and to engage the Ottel',
if she moved to assist the tenders which guarded the prize. The morning
was thick and hazy, and .the IJefcnce got nearer to them than was ex-
pected before they di3covered her, bearing down upon them. Those on
board the tenders appeared much alarmed, and pushed off with precipi-
tation; and, on a signa! given, more hanils were sept by the Ottel' to assist
in rowing them off; which was effected with difficulty. Three or fom
small prize vesse]s were abanJoned, be_ides /(ud8on'8 ship. The IJefence
having manned the prize, and seeing the Otter get under way, clued up
her courses and prepared for battle, expecting her to come up; but the
Otter having lail) about two hours, as if wanting Captain Nic/wl8on to
come down, at ]ength bore away, and, in the afternoon, came to anchor
off this port. Captain JVicllol8on continued his station some Hme jand,
baving performed this gallant action, returned with the prizes to. Balti-
more. On Sunday morning the. Otter sloop and her tenders made sail,
and went down the hay, having restored several prisoners taken in 11vessel
il1 the mO\1th of patap8co. The Regulars, Militja, .andthe peop!~ in
general, behaved with the greatest spirit and alacrilY. .

brother, with the proceedings and ordinances of our last
Convention. .

General Clinton had left Virginia before I did, and was
gone to one (but which we do not know) of the Carolinas.
General Lee is now here, on his way to the southward,
where he is to take the direction of our and the Carolina
Troops. I shall write you fully in a post or two. In the
mpan time, beg my compliments to your lady, and Mr. and
Mrs. Custis. .

I am, dear sir, your most affectionate friend,
RICHARD HENRY LEE.

To General1tashington.

WILLIAM HOOPER TO SAUUEL JOHNSTON.

Phi]ade]phia, March 13, 1776.

l\{y DEAR FRIEND: Ihad a sight of your last to Mr.
Hewes. I am glad to find that you .are in the land of the
living. Life was never more called transitory than in the;
present uncertain state of things. He makes a very wild
wager who bets upon existence for six months to come.

I am happy to hear that my family are well; 'Y0uhl to
God I was with them. The commotions in Canada arc
alam1ing. I wish the a.ccounts we have of the success of
thE;)fi'iends of Government against them, may be true. I
hope you wiJl not be lulled by their promises into a delusive
security. The little regard they have had to their past
promises, is.a bad earnest for their future punctuality.

We are kept in most surprising ignorance of the present
state of North-CarQlina.'Vhe]l we leave the Province,
our friends seem to consign us to oblivion; and give us the
important trust of defending their liberties, without affording
us such intelligence of their situation as is absolutely neces-
sary to put it in our power to do it effectually. We anxious-
ly wait the. return of Cheer, the express.

Twenty Commissioners have sailed from England, to treat
with Assemblies, Counties, Townships, in America-in the
la~t instance, with the C?ntinental Congre~, when they have
tned every other expedwnt unsuccessfulfy. Amherst and
Lord Howe are of the number.' The King wOltld not, for
a long time, consent to treat with the Congress, but was at
last prevailed upon. They are to contend for much, and be
content with little. Their crced is Divide et impera. Heaven
grant that America may have virtue to resist their lures. I
most earnestly wish peace and reconciliation upon tenns
honourable to America.. Heaven forbid that I shQuld sub-
mit to any other.

The enclosed will give you the state of the Army In and
out of Boston. IIowe is leaving it with his troops, and we
suppose is bound to New- York. Pray make my best re-
spects to your lady and family, and all my good 1r-iends ncar
)'ou. I am yours affectionately, 'HT I Tn ILLJAU :lOOPER.

To Samuel Johnston, Esq., Edenton, North-Carolina.
N. B. What I say of the Commissioners, I have only on

report; take it for so much.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL .1'0 WILLIAM HOOPER.

Cambridge, March 6, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I mentioned to General TYashington the let-
ter mentioned in the memorandum you left with me. He bids
me say, he sent it into Boston the next day after it came to
his hand, and has never heard anything from it since.

You know an attack was intended by us on Boston, when
you were here. Last Saturday night our people began a
cannonade and bombardment on the town, from Cobble-Hill,
Lec!Lmere's Point, and Lamb's Dam. Sunday night it was
continued by us, and wannly resented by the enemy. They
sent us shot and shells, five to..one. The first night we burst
one thirteen-inch and two ten-inch iron mortars; and on
Sunday night, with the third charge, tl~e brass thirteen:'inch
likewise burst.

We have been extremely unlucky in this way. On JJlon-
day night our people went upon Dorchester Neck, on the
second large height back of Nook's Point. They had a
strong party, more than three hundred teams, to carryon
all necessaries fol' t1reir works. They marched on by seven
o'clock in the evening; and when the march began, a sig-
nal was made, and ,the cannonade and bombardment were
renewed with redoubled vigor. .This proved a diversion to
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th~ enemy from Dorchester HillS ; and we imagine they
never discovered our party there till eight o'clock in the
morning, by which time they were well covered. We ex-
pected an attack yestQfday,at twelve o'clock, and were pre-
pared for it~our Hoating-batteries, boats, &c., all ready
to c;my four thousand men into the town, if they had made
a vigorous sally against our Dorchester party; but we were
disappointed.

Last night we had a most.violent gale of wind at south,
by which the enemy's ships have suffered much, (the par-
ticulars not known,) and this day the weather is fresh. It
has not been, in thejr power to attack us. By to-morrow,
we shan be so well prepared for them at Dorchester, that
they may come if they please. If they do not, we shall
soon move fOf\vardupon Nook's Point; and then, if we can
get powder, we shall endeavour to warm their den. .

We have not had a ..deserteror prisoner, nor an inhabi-
tant escaped from town, to give us any information from
thence. I dare say we have done great mischief among
them. I was onLechmere's Point on Saturday night. The
thirteen-inch mortar was directed !it the Province-House,
and the shells went very near it, I believe.

We have had two men killed: one on Lec.hmere's Point,
by the burSting of a shell; the other at Roxbury, by a can-
non-bal1. No more killed. Colonel j"'fason, of the Train,
slig11tIy wounded by the burstin~ of a mortar; and a few
oth§)rs; nonebadly.

The Mili(ia, and owners of teams in this neighbourhood,
have behaved admirably OIJ this occasion. A fine spirit
prevails in general. I wish I could say the like spirit, and
activity, andHability,were universal. .

I am extremely sorry to hear of the "dimgerorMr~ynch.
I revere his character, and most si~cerely wish his recovery.

Colonel Dyer" writes me that he saw you, and that you
were gone on rejoicing. 1 hope ere this yoU are safe in
Philadelphia, which I. shall be glad to be ascertained of. from yourself.

~

I am, with respeCt and esteem, dear fu, your most hum-
ble servant , . JOSEPH TRUMBULL.

To t'be Hon. Ulilliam Hooper, :Esq., in Continental Con-
gress, Philadelphia.

P. S. Colonel Mijfiin is pretty well recovered, and sends
his compliments, in which Mrs. ftlF1jflinlikewise joins him.

Philad~]phia, March 13, 1776.

Americans! Remember the Stamp Act) by which im-
mense sums w~re to be yearly extorted from you.

Rememher the Declaratory Act, by which a power was
assumed of binding you, in all cases whatsoever, withou't
your consent.

Remembe.r the broken promise of the Ministry,* never
agiin to attempt a tax on America.

Remember t~e Duty Act.
RemBmbcr the massacrc of Boston, by British soldiers.
Remember the ruin of that once flourishing city, by their

means.
Remember. the massacre at Lexington.
Remember th~ burning of Charlestown.
Remember General Gage's infamous.breach of faith with

the people of Boston.
Remember the qmnonading, bombarding, and burning of

Falmouth. '
Remember the shrieks and cnes of .the women and chil-

dren.
Remember the cannonading of Stonington and Bristol.
Remember the burning of Jamestown, Rhode-Island.
Rememh!Jr the frequent insults of Newport.
Remember the broken Charters.
Remember thy cannonade of Hampton.
Remember the Act for screening and encouraging your

murderers. '
Remember the cannonade of New- York.
Remember the alteripg your established Jury Laws.
Remember the hiring foreign Troops against you.
Remember the rejecting of Lord Chatham's, Mr. Flart-

ley's, and Mr.Burk,e'.s plans of concilj~tion. _
Remembe.rthe rejecting all your numerous humble Pe-

titions..In Lord nif[sborough's Circular Letter.

Rememb~r the
\ contE;mptwith which they spokeof you

in both Hotlses.
Remember the cowardly endeavour to prevent foreign

nations supplying you with arms and ammunition, when they
themselves knew they intended coming to cut your throat'!..

Remmpber their hiring Savages to murder your farm~rs,
with their families.

Remember the bribing Negro slaves to assassinate their
masters.

.

Remember the burning of Norfolk. *
Remember their Qbligingyou to pay treble duties, when

you came to trade with the countries you had helped them
to conquer. t

Remember their depriving you of all trade in the fisheries
you had, equally with them, spent your blood and treasl)re
to acquire. -

Remember their (,Jldrestrictions on your woollen manu-
factures; your hat-making; your iron and steel forges and
furnaces.

.

Remember their arhi~rary Admiralty Courts.
Remember the inhuman treatment of the brave Colonel

Allen, and the irons he was sent in to England.
Remember the long, habitual, base venality of British

Parliaments. '.
Remember the corrupt, putrefied state of that nation, and

the virtuous, sound, healthy state of your own young con-
stitution.

.

Remember the tyranny of ft'fezentius, who bound living
men faceto face wjth qead ones, and the effect of it.t

Remember the obduracy and unforgiving spirit of the
tyrant, evident in the treatment of his own brothers.

Remember that an honourable death is preferable to an
ignominious life; and never forget what you owe to your-
selves, your families, and your posterity.

LORD STIRLING TO THE COMMITTEES OF ESSEX, ETC.,
NEW-JERSEY.

New-York, March 13, 1776.

By intelligence received from General Washington, the
King's Arm)'" at Boston is actually embarked, and there is
the highest reason to believe that they are destined for t~is
place. I must, therefore, request that the County of Essex
\vill immediately assemble their Militia, and pick out three
or four hundred of their best men, and send them here to
assist in fortifying and defending this place.

Be pleased to forward the enclosed to the Committee. of
Morris County.

lam your most humble servant, STIRLING.

(To Chairmen of the Committees of the Counties of Essex,
ftlIiddlesex, Morris, Somerset, Sussex, and 1I1~nterdon.)

-

LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read March 15,1776.]

New-York, March 13, 1776.~Two o'clock, P. M.

.

DEAR SIR : The express, which will deliver this to you,
a few minutes ago brought me despatches from General
Washington, containing the very important intelligence
which will be communicated to you. I have laid these let-
ters before the Congress of this Province, and have request-
ed them to appoint a Committee instantly to confer,with me
on the steps necessary to be taken f6.rthe defence of t~is
city and Long-lSland. I propose to employ all the inha-
bitants, and every person in town, immediately, in assisting
at the works; to call in.. three or four hundred mcn from
each of tbeGounties of this Province and New-Jersey ; to
order the, Third Battalion of New-Jersey Troops, and six
companies of the Second Battalion of ~ennsylvaniq, to stop
bmi till Iurther orders, which will nQt much retard th~ir
march to Tan(uJa, as they can go from hence to Albarty
by water. I shall do everything els!'Jthat I can think of
for the safety ~f this place..

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
To the President of Congress.

STIRLING.

. . This, and aU thebefore-mentionecl, were open, defenceless towns,

which, by the laws of war, should always be spared.

t An Act of Parlia1JlCli.t, 14. George 3J, laying a duty of three pence
per gallon ()!I all spirits imported into Canada from BI"ilp,in; and nine
pence if from any of the North J1merica.n Colonies.

*
The corruption of ~he one poisoned the other.
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Return of an the Troops at NEw-YORK,under the com-
mand of Brigadier-General the Earl of STIRLING,March
13, 1776.
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LIEUTENAJI."T-COLONEL ALLEN TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read March 15, 1'/76.]

New-York, March 13, 1776.

SIR: I have the honour to acquaintfou that, on my arrival
here, I waited on Lord Stirling, to request his assistance in
procuring sloops to convey the troops fromDobbs's Ferry to
Albany. This business beiPg effected, I was this day pre-
paring to set off for Albany, when I received the following
orders from Lord Stirling:

"New-York, March 13, 1776.

"SIR: You are hereby ordered to direct all the compa-
nies of the Second Battalion of the Pennsylvania Troops,
of which you are Lieutenant-Colonel, which are not yet
embarked for Albany, to proceed immediately to this city,
where quarters shall be provided for them. You are to re-
main at this place till further orders.

"STIRLING,Brigadier-General.

"To Lieutenant-Colon!J1 Allen, of the Second Regiment,
Pennsylvania."
Agreeably to the above, I have despatched a messenger,

with orders to the different companies, as they arrive at
Hackensack, immediately to march to this place, where I
shall anxiously expect to be honoured with your orders.

This unexpected delay, at so critical a season of the year,
has given me much uneasiness; but my business is to obey
orders, and not to judge of the propriety of them.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, sir, your
most obedient, humble servant, W AM. LLEN.
To the Honourable John Hancock.

N .]3. Your despatches for General Schuyler are to be
forwarded to-morrow morning by Lord Stirling.

.

PETER T. CU:ijTENIUS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

New-York, March 13, 1776.

'GENTLETtfEN:Agreeably to your request, we have made -
a second calculation, and will engage to furnish all the iroops
that shall be quartered in this city, King's County, and Fort
Constitution, for one year, from the 1st day of April"f1ext,
at eleven pence per ration per day, provided the Congress will
furnish us, at their expense, with suffieient stores at each
place, and advance us a sufficient sum to lay in a stock of
provisions. The ration to consist of the following kinds and
quantities of provisions, 'viz: One pound of beef, or thrcc-
quarters of a pound pork, or one pound of salt fish, per day
per man; one pound of flour or bread, per day; t}lreepints
of pease or beans per week, or vegetables equivalent; one
pint of milk per day, or at the rate of one-s~venty-second
part of a dollar, or an equivalent in beef, pork, or butter;
one quart of spruce beer or cider, per man per day, or nine
gallons of molasses per one hundred men per week; half a
pint of rice, or one pint of Indian meal, per man per week;
three pounds of candles, to one hundred men per w~k ;
twenty-four pounds of soft, or eight pounds of hard soap,
for one hundred men per week.

As to wood and straw, it is impossible t6 reduce them into
rations; therefore, will engage to furnish them the year round,
at twenty shillings per cord, and straw at three pence per
bunch, exclusive of the carting, provided it is at your risk,
after we have delivered it to the Barrackmaster, whose re-
ceipt "hall be our voucher. This will be a proper check on
us, that we do not charge too much; and, also, a cheqk on
him, that he does not give credit for too little. If all the
wood was to be delivered at the barracks, and there issued
out, we could make a ca1culation; but, after it is there, it
must be carted to the diJferent houses in the town, where
the soldiers are quartered, in loads, three-quarters, and half
loads; therefore, it would be best that the Barrackmaster
pay the cartage, and render you an account of it.

Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,
CURTENIUS & ETTING.

.

.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read March 22, 1776.]

Cambridge, March 13,1776.

. SIR: In my letter of the 7th and 9th instant, which I
had the honour of addressing you, I mentioned the intelli-
gence I. had received respecting the embarkation of the
troops from Boston, and fully expected before this that the



., .
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town would have beeIl~ntirely evacuated. Although I have for its defence, and that I hav~ m.entioned, on that event's
been deceived, and was rather premature in the opinion I happening, I shall immediately repair to New- York, with
had then formed, I have little reason to doubt but the e1'ent the remainder of the Army not now detached, leaving only
will take place in a very short time, [is other accounts which such a number of men here as circumstances may seem ,to
have come to hand since, the sailing of a great number of require. What I partly allude to is, that (as it will take a
transports from the harbour to Nantasket-Road, and many considerable time for the remov,al of such a body of men,
circumstances corresponding therewith, seem to confirm and and the divisions must precede each pther in such order as
render it unquestionable. Whether the town will be de- to allow intermediate time sufficient for them to be covered
5troyed, is a matter ormuch uncertainty; but it would seem, and provided for, and many things done previous to the
from the destruction they are making of sundry pieces of

'
march of the whole, for securing and forwarding such neces-

furniture, of many of their wagons, carts, &c., which they saries as cannot be immediately carried, and others which
, cannot take with them, as it is said, that it will not; for if it may be proper to keep here,) directions might be re-
they intended it, the whole might be involved in one general ceived from Congress respecting the same, and a~ many
ruin. fl9lding it of the last importance in the present con- men ordered to remain for that and other purposes as they
test that we should secure New- York, and prevent the may judge proper. I could wish to have their commands
enemy from possessing it, and conjecturing they have views lipon'the subject, and in time, as I may be under some de-
of that sort, and their embarkation to be for that purpose, I gree of embar~ssment as to their views.
judged it necessary, under the situatiort of things here, to Congress having been pleased tq appoint Colonel Thomp-
call a Council of General Officers, to consult of such mea- son a Brigadier-General, there is a vacancy for a Colonel
sures as might be expedient to be taken at this interesting in the regiment he commanded, to which I would beg leave
conjuncture of affairs: a copy of the proceedings I have to recommend the Lielltenant-Colonel, Hand. I shall al~o
the honour to enclose you. take the liberty of recommending Captain H'I1O"hStevenson,

Agreeable to the opinion of the cQuncil, I shall det::tch of the Virginia Riflemen, to succeed Colonef'Hand, to be
the ,Rifle Regiment ,to-m0l'!"0w, under the c~mman~d of Bri- appoin~ed in his pla?e as

.

~ieutenant-C
.

olo?el, (ther~ being
gadlcr-GeneraJ Sulhvan, with orders to repair to .New- York no MaJor to the regiment smce the promotIon of MajOrltfa-
with all possibleexpedition, and which will be succeeded the gaw to be Lieutenant-Colonel of one of the Pl;nnsylvania
day after by the other fivein one Brigade; they being all that Battalions, and who is gone from hene.) He is, in my
it was thought advisable to send from hence till the enemy opinion, the fittest person in this Army for it, as well as the
shall have quitted the town. Immediately upon their de- oldest Captain in the service, having distinguished himself
parture, I shall send forward Major-General putnam, and at the head of a Rifle Company all the last war, and highly
followmyself with the remainder of the Army, as soon as I merited the approbation of his superior officers.
have it in my power, leaving here such a number of men Colonel Mijfiin informed me to day of his ha,,;ng received
as circumstances may seem to require. As the badness of tent clothes from Mr. Barrell, of Philadelphia, to the amount
the roads at this season will greatly retard the march of our of seven thousand five hundred pounds, Pennsylvania cur-
men, I have, by ad1;ce of the Geperal Officers,written to Go- rency, and applied for a warrant for payment of it; but as
vernour Trumbull by this express to use his utmost exertions our fund is low, and many necessary demands aO'ainst it,
for throwing a reinforcement of two thousand men into New- which must be, satisfied, and our calls for money°are, and
York, from the western parts of Connecticut; and to the will be exceedingly great, I could not grant it, thinking it
commanding officer there, to apply to the ProviJ;lcial Con- might be convenient for payment to be made in Philadd-
vention or Comm,itte~ of Safety of New-Jersey, for a thou- phia, by your order, on the Treasury there.
sand more, for the same purpose, to oppose the enemy, and I have the honour to be, with much respect, sir, your
prevent their getting possession, in case they arrive before most humble servant, G W 'h fi h h f I' h h '

EORGE ASHINGTON.
.

t e troops rom encecan get t. ere, 0 w 11C t ere IS a To the President of Congress.
.

probability, unless they are impeded by contrary winds.
This measure, though it may be attended with considerable
expense, I flatter myself will meet with the approbation of
Congress.

Past experience, and the lines in Boston and on Boston
Neck, point out the propriety, and suggest the necessity, of
keeping our enemies from gaining possession, and making a
lodgment. Should their destination be further southward,
or for ~Halifax, (as reported in Boston,) for the purpose of
going into Canada, the march of our troops to New- York
will place them nearer the scene of action, arid more con-
venient for affording succors.

'We have not taken post on Nuke-Hill and fortified it, as
mentioned that we should in my last. On hearing that the
enemy were about to retreat and leave the town, it was
thought imprudent and unadvisable to force them with too
much precipitation, that we might gain a little time, and pre-
pare for a march. To-morrow evening we shall take posses-
sion, unless they are gone.

As New- York is of such importance, prudence and policy
require that every precaution that can be d~vised ,should
be adopted t'Ofrustrate the designs wjJ.ich the enemy have
of possessing it. To this end, I have ordered vessels to be
provided, ::tnd held ready at Norwich, for the embarkation
and transportation of our troops thither. This I have
done with a view not only of greatly expediting their arri-
val, (as it will save several days marching,) but, also, that
they may be fresh, and fit for intrenching and throwing up
works of defence, as sOQnas they get there, if they do
not meet the enemy to contend with; for neither of which
would they be in a proper condition, after a long and fatigu-
ing march in bad roads. If Wallace,with his ships, should
be apprized of the measure, ~nd attempt to prevent it by
stopping up the harbour of New-London, they can but pur-
sue their march by land..

You will please to observe that it is the opinion of the
General ,Officers, if the enemy abandon the town, that it
will be unnecessary to employ or keep any part of this Army

At a Council of General Officers, held at General Ward's
Quarters, RoxbuT'lj, MQrch 13, 1776, Present;

His Excellency General Washington; Major-Generals
Ward and Putnam; Brigadier-Generals Thomas, Sullivan,
Heath, Greene, Spencer, and Gates.

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief informed the
Council that, from the appearance of the Ministerial Fleet.
and Army, the intelligence he had receiyed from sundry
persons who had escaped from Boston, a,nd from frequent
observations, he had reason to believe that thl;) troops were
about to evacuate the town; andthat, in all probability, they
were destined for New-York, and would a.ttempt to possess
themselves of that city;. by which mean~ they would com-
mand the navigation of Hudson's Riv.er, o}?ena commut]i~
cation with Canada, al1dcut off all intercol\rse between the
Southern and Northel,11Colonies.

His Excellency then dema,nded, the oEinion of Council,
whether, under the present circumstances~ (i. e. before the
town was wholly evacuated,) it would be advisable tQ
march any part of the Continental Army now before Bos,:,
ton, to New-York. .

The Council were of opinion that it will be proper that
five Re~l1lents, with the Rifle Ba,tt;1lion,should be detached
immediately to Neu;- York. The Rifle Battalion to march
to-morrow, and the oJhers to follow a,sspeedily as possible.
That his Excellency be advised to write to the Govemour
of Connecticut, to desire he would immediately send two
thO)1sandof the Militi.aof his Government, toJVew- York;
and that op.ethousand be requested ITomthe Convention or
Commhtee o( Safety of Ne..uJ,:,Jersey,in Qrder to reinforce
the troar's alre::tdystation~d there, until the detachmentfrom
this Army shall arrive..

His Excellepcy likewise demanded the opinion of Coun-
cil whether, if the Ministerial Troops should totally aban-
don the town ofBoston,)twQuld he necessary to contin1;le
any part of the Continental Army for its defence.
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Resolved, That if the Ministerial Troops should totally
Head-Quarters,C@"Ipridge,March 12, 1776.

abandon the town of Boston, it will be unnecessary to em-
(Pdrol.,Niagara.)

"

(~ou~(ersign, Thomp.on.)

ploy any part of this Army fur the defence and security of An abstract of ~he pay o~ the commIssIoned officeff? of

the same as the Militia of the Provipce will be adequate each of the estabhshed RegIments, for January, to be de-

thereto. '
- -

. - livered, as soon as possible, to the Adjutant-General, signed
- The opinion of Council was also demanded by his Ex- by the Co~onel, or officer commanding each Regimen~.

cellency, whether, if the Ministerial Troops should ,continue The pirector-Ge.ner~l and Surgeo?sof the Hospital to

in the harbour of Bo'ston, it would be advisable to fortify
proceed m the examm.atlOn'of the RegI~ental Surgeons and

Nuke-Hill, in Dorchester.
Mates; who are reqUired to attendJenbat purpose at such

Resolved, That if the lVIinisterial'froops should continue - ti~e an~ place a? may be appointed, of :vhi~h t~ey w.ill re-

in this harbour to-morrow, it would be advisable to fortify
ceive !llnely notICe. When the exammatl~n. IS filllshed,

Nuke-Ifill the next night, at all events. report IS to be madeof the same, that commlSSjons.may be
made out for those who are approved of as duly qualified.

The Colonels, in making out the pay .!A~tracts for their
officers for January, are to be careful to see, ill.at each officer
is charged only from the day of his bein<rappointcd.

The General Court-Martial, of whicl1 Colonel Phirmey
was Presidcnt, is clli;solved.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 9, L776.

(Parole, Mor,.,...) (Countersign, Allen.)

The General earnestly expects every officer and soldier
pf ~his,Army will showihe utmost alertness, as well upon
dutJ,as off duty'; as, by that means, not only the utmost
power, but the utmost arti5ce of the enemy win be defi~ated.
Th~ Regiments which have not drawn their clothing Jrom
the Quartermas{er-General, are commanded to do it imme-
diately.

"

The Regiment and Companies of Riflemen are to hold
themselves in readiness to march at anhour's,}Varnipg. The
whole Army to prepare to be ready to march when com-
manded.

Head-Quinters, Cambridge, March 10, 1776.
(Parole, Tilg1.man.) (Coun'ersign, Mercer)

There was a mistake in the Orders of the 6th 'instant:
General Heath being ordered for the command therein men-
tioned, instead of General Greene, who is appointed for that
command. -

Helld-Quarters, Cambridge, March iI, 1776.

(Parole, Niagara.) (Collnter~jgn, Thompson.)

That there may not be the least pretext for delay, (as the
General is determined to march the ,whg]e, or any part of
this Army, the instant occasion shall require,) his Excel-
lency desires, that not a moment's time may be lost in prepa-
ring for the march. The Colonels will pay particular att~n-
tion to the clothing of their men. To prevent any unne-
cesSary preparations, the General infonns the officers and
soldiers, that it is his desire and expectation that they en-
cumber themselve;; with as little baggage as possible, as,
apart fi'om the enormQus expense to the Continent, teams
cannot be procured for superfluous articles; it will be well
if sufficient can be found to answer all, requisite services.
The nature of the service we are engaged in is such as re-
quires Light Troops,ready at all times, and upon all occa-
sions, for forced marches; the less baggage, therefore,
Qffiqers and men are encumbered with, the better.

The recruiting service is to be continued; but the recruits,
:!nd all the men upon furlough, are to join their respective
Regiments immediately.

The General being desirous of selecting a particular
number of men as a Guard for him_self aw! baggage, the
Colonel, or commanding officer, of each of the established
Regiments, (the Artillery and Riflexnen, excepted,) will. fur-
nish him with four, that the number wanted may be chosen
but of them. His Excellency depends upon the Colonels
for good men-ijuch as they can recOJ;nmend for their so-
briety, honesty, and good behaviour. J:Ie wishes them to'
be from five. feet eight inches high to five feet ten_ iXlChes,
handsomely and well made; and as there is notb-ing in his
eyes more desirable tpan cleanliness in a, soldier, 'he desires
that particular attention may be made in the choice. of sud}
men as are ,neat and spruce. They are all to be at Head-
Quarters to-morrow, precisely at twelve, at noon, when the
number wanted will b,e fi.xed upon. The General. neither
wa~ts men with uniform$ or arms; nor does he desire any
man. to be sent to him tbatis not perfectly willing and de-
sirous of being of this Guard. -They should be drill~ men.

The General desires that those Colonels who have not
furnished the arrangement of their officers, ~iil do:it forth-
with, under the inspection of the Brigadiers, who are to cer-
tify the same. He also requires the Brigadrers to see thai the
ret!llTISare made, that the commissiol1l>may isstIe. : .

Hcad-Quarters, Cambridge, March 13, 1776.

(Parole, Fuirftlz.) (Countersign, Kent,)

A. General CQ\1ft-Martial to sit to-morf.pw morning, at teh
o'clock. All evidences and persons concerned, to a~tend
the Coult.

.

The Rifle Regiment, under the command of Lie\ltenallt-
Colopel Ha'f/,d, and the three Rifle Companies under the
command of Captain Stephenson, are tobe ready to march
to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock. A copy of their route,
with' {heir orders, will be deliver£\d to Lieutenant.,Colonel
Hand and Captain StephensDn this afternoon.

As the Ministerial Troops in Bostorz, both .from informa-
tion and appeamnce, are preparing to evacuate that. town,
the General expressly orders th;:lt neither offlc(Jr 01:,soldier
presume to go into Boston, without leave. fi'om the General-
in-Chief at Cambridge, or the Commanding-General at Rox-
bury. As the enemy, with a malicious assiduity, have
spread the infection of the small-pox through all parts of the
town, nothing but the utmost. caution on our part can pre-
vent that fatal disease from spreading through the Army and
country, to the infinite detriment of both.. His ExceJlel1cy
expressly commands every officer to pay the eJi.act~t obe-
dience to this order.

If, upon the retreat of the enemy, any -person whatsoever
is detected in pillaging, he may be assured the severt;)st pu-
nishment will be his lot,. The unhappy inhabitants of tha,t.
distressed town have already suffered too heavily from the
iron hand of oppression! Their countrymen, surely, will
not be base enough to add to their misfortunes.

After Orders. His Excellenpy the Commander-in-Chief,
orders that the Rifle Batta]ion, with Stark's, Webb's, Patter-
son's, Greaton's, and Bond's. Regiments, be immediately
relieved from duty, and hold themselv~s in readiness to
march on Friday morp.ing next, except the Rifle Battalion,
which marches to-morrow.

NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFE'1'Y TO COLONEL

BEDEL.

March 13, 1776.

SIR: We received your letter, dated at Orford, the 8th
instant; and, as the Court was sitiipg, tOQk the contents
under consideration ; an~ are very sorry the inlistlng and
marching of the men are so, mvch sknver than we were
made to, expect. As to the expenses of the Indians, we
are told General Washington undertook, and settled with
you, about that matter. Ar;1yparticular Colonies l11a~ing any
considerable present to them; we think needless, as the Con-
tinental Congress have appointed Commissioners to transact
those affairs; and what is given by them, we must pay our
}2roportion of. As your Regiment this year is raiseq for the
Continental service, andbnmediately uilder "their direction,
we cannot think it necessary to carry anything with you for
stores more than will las~ you to Can(lda, as we are well
assUl:ed 'by the Continental C.ongress every requisite will
be sent, there to supply the Army; and' are informed they
are alT gone forward some time. The wages are to be paid
off there. monihly,~~ich .

we trust will ~u'ppl~the.,officers
and. soldIers' ,neceS5Itle~. We expect you will, march as
soon as pos.sible, to take care of the men gone forward; and

.



we wish you all the prosperity and
cause you are engaged in can merit.

We are, &c.

To Colonel Bedel.

success the noble
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE COPPER COIN.

In the House of Representatives of New.Hampshire;'(
March 13, 1776. 5

Voted, That a Committee De chosen, to join a Committee
from the honourable Board, to confer upon the expediency
of making Copper Coin, and make a report to this House.

Voted, That Captain Pierce Long, Jonathan Lovell,
Esquire, and Deacon Nathan Balden, be the Committee
for the above-mentioned purpose.

Sent up for i~oncurrence.
P. WHITE, Speaker.

In Council, wdem die.-Read, and Mr. Clagett and Mr'.
Giles added on the part of the Board.

E. THO~IPSON,Secretary.

The Committee humbly report that they find it expedient
to make Copper Coin for the benefit of small change. And
as the Continental and other bills are so large, that Wil-
liam ltlvulton be empowered to make so many as may
amount to one hundred. pounds weight, subject, when
made, to the ilispection and direction of the General As-
sembly befcu-e circulation; also, we recommend that one
nundred and ei"ht of said Coppers be equal to one Spanish
.milled Dollar; °that the said Copper Coin be of pure cop-
per, and equal in weight to English half-pence, and bear

'such device thereon as the General Assembly may ap-
prove.

WYSEMANCLAGETT, Chairman.

ROYAI. HIGHLAND EMIGRANTS.
Edinburgh, March 14, 1776.

An officer of the regiment of Royal Highland Emigrants, ,

who is just come from Boston, to carryover arms and.
clothing for that regiment, informs us that, before he left
Boston, in the beginning of February, the,number of men
raised for that regiment exceeded eight hundred; besides
which~ there were recruiting officers in certain parts of Ame-
r.;ica,inlisting men; so that there is little doubt of the regi-
ment being now complete. Thus has this regiment been
raised under every disadvantage, in an enemy's country,
the seat of war, and attended with great trouble, risk, and
expense to Colonelltlaclean and the other officers.

The following, we hear, are the gentlemen (mostly from
half-pay) who are to command the twenty companies of
which the regiment consists: Lieutenant-Colonel, Allan
Maclean; Majors, John Smith, Donald ltlacdonald; Cap-
tains, William Dunbar, Alexander Macdonald, John, Nairn,
Norman lUacleod, Colin Campbell, Allan Macdonald, Alex-
ander Campbell, Duncan Campbell, Murdoch Jlfaclean,
Alexander Fraser, Malcolm Fraser, ltlaclean, Ro-
nald Mackinnon, Donald Macleod, Grant, Allan
ltlacdonald, Donald It[acdonald.

JOSEPH SIM TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Prince George's County, March 14, 1776.

.GENTLEMEN:I find I was mistaken in my information to
you respecting the Nottingham Company; indeed, the cir-
cumstances had escaped my memory. The choice of offi-
cers that had been made was well known to be disagree-
able to the company in general, and many had declared if
those gentlemen were promoted they would not c~ntinue
in the company. It was therefore thought best to give the
people a new election; which was the sole reason why there
was no appointment in Convention. On the ~econd ,meet-
inO"of the company for the purpose of choosmg their offi-
ce~, the gentlemen I mentioned to you, and which I was
desired to do by them, were named; however, since receiv-,
in" your letter enclosing Captain Bowie's commission,
th~y have had, and lately, a full meeting of the. company;
and, in order to reconcile and satisfy all parties, they have
a"reed and that with the consent of Messrs. Dorsett and
lioye, '(and of which I am particularly requested' to inform
Y01i,) that Mr. Robert Bowie be appointed FirstLieutenan,t,
Mr: William N. Dorsett Second LJeutenant, and Mr. Tho-

FOURTH SRRIES.- VOL. V.

mas HoyeEnsign. This, I am well assured, will give ge-
neral content. But if Mr. Bowie should not be appointed
First Lieutenant to this company, I am satisfied they wiII
be in the utmost confusion; and as. it is entirely agreeable to
Messrs. Dorsett and lloye, who desire nothing more than
their first appointments, I shall hope to receive their re-
spective commissions by the return of this post.

I am, gentlemen, with great regard, your most obedient
servant,

J~SEPH SIM.

To the Honourable the Gouncil of Safety of Maryland.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DAr."IEL BOWLEY.

[No. 58.] Annapolis, March 14, 1776.

SIR: We have given the bearer hereof (Mr. Tt'illiam
Houston) an order on Captain Tibbett for two thousand
pounds powder and all the small-arms, with the accoutre-
ments thereto belonging, that have been imported for this
Province, in the Brig Wild Duck, which we desire you will
have complied with; and any assi~tance Mr. lIouston may
want you will please to give him. In a few days you will
have our full directions respecting the other goods imported
for the Province in the said brig. In the mean time we
would have you purchase, for aC,count of the Province, all
the private adventures of powder imported in the said ves-
sel, at such price as 'our D~legates in Congress may advise,
whom we desire you will consult thereon;' and send the
same to Baltimore Town, in the safest and most expedi-
tious manner you can.

We are, &c.
, To Mr. Daniel Bowley, Philadelphia.

TIBERruS TO CATO.

Philadelphia, March 14, 1776.

Cato, if the designs which you, in yonr first letter, have
laid to the charge of Committees are conceived or adopted
by them, they are indeed very dangerous bodies of men,
and you have done nobly in exposing them. But, sir, you
ought to go further, and support the charge by facts, other-
wise the accusation will not gain much credit upon the
word of an anonymous author. What are the facts upon
which the following charges stand? viz:

. That a few have ,been aiming to destroy our Charter
Constitution, and seize the Executive, as well as Legislative
authority of the Province. In what instance, and by whom,
has an attempt been made to intimidate our legal Repre-
sentatives, or their patriotick exertions been misrepresented,
and treated scurrilously? Upon what ground do you rest
your charge against Committees of design to step into the
seats of the Assembly? And wherefore have you inti-
mated that baits of power have been thrown out by.,the
people of this or some other Province, to lead individuals
out of the line of their duty? '

For these things you are ans\verable to the publiek; and
if you have ground for the charge, speak out, and speak
boldly-do not be affrighted; the danger of speaking truth
is not so great as you seem to fear. Use yourself to it, and
you will soon be convinced, by experience, that there is
little risk in it-the danger lies wholly in the uttering of
falsehoods.

As to the account you give of the "election of the Com-
mittee, it is evident you are mistaken; for wickedness
itself, with a single grain of common sense mixed with it,
would not ha~e misstated the fact where it is' well known,
as you have done. It could have answered no purpose.
And, as you may have occasion to mention these things
again, give me leave, sir, to remind you that, on the 18th
of June, 1774, a Committee was appointed by the publick
voice for the purpose of taking into consideration the gene-
ral state of pub lick affairs, and sat, with the Committees of
the Counties, in General Convention; where the whole state
of our publick affairs, (so far as related to the present contrQ-
versy,) was considered and determined upon. The Conven-
tion recommended the continuation of Committees through-
out the Province; and authorized the Committee of Phila-
delphia to call another Convention when they should judge
it necessary. In consequence of this recommendation, an
election was advertised b1 the Committee first chosen, to.

14
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be held on the 12th of November. Hereupon, a question
arose on the mode of election-whether it should be by
publick voice, poll, or ballot. And it was determined at a
publick meeting, called for that purpose, that it should be
by ballot. Two tickets were, by the then two parties,
made out, printed, and handed to the publick for their ex-
amination and amendment. At the day of election five
hundred and seventeen voters, besides the voters from the
District of Southwark, gave ill their votes; aud, upon count-
ing them off, there appeared to be four hundred and ninety-
nine for one ticket, with very few exceptions to anyone
name; and eighteen only for the other ticket-a majority
so dear and so evident, that there could not be a doubt how
the election would go; which rendered it unnecessary for
the voters to turn out so generally as they oth(~rwise would
have done. As the conduct of the Committee then chosen
had the approbation of all the friends to the present opposi-
tion to the wicked measures of Great Britain, at the two
following elections few alterations were made, and the per-
sons proposed were so generally approved, it would have
been unnecessary to have voted at all, but for the formalit;'
and name of the thing. You are also greatly mistaken in
the number of voters for the present Committee, and I
would set you right herein, if it were at all material in the
case. But if you know. anything of our elections, you
must know that the circumstance bf having but a few voters
is common in our elections, even fo.r Assemblymen and
Burgesses, where there is little or no change proposed, or
where the new candidate has the voice of the people gene-
rally in his favour. You are undoubtedly right in your ob-
servation, that attempts of unjustly acquiring power should
be equally restrained in the lowest as in the highest; and the
observation points out the necessity there is for the middle
class of men constantly to watch both these orders, and
rigorously to exert themselves in the defence of liberty; for
upon their conduct will for ever depend the liberty of man-
kind.

But if your other charges and insinuations are as unjust
. and groundless as the insinuations respecting the Commit-

tee, whatever declarations of regard to order, Government,
Charter rights, and liberty, which you may make; and
whether your complexion be black, brown, or fair, your
condl18t and sentiments will resemble a modern (more than
an ancient) Cato, who will consent to live a slave rather
than to die free. TIBERIUS.

PLAIN HINTS.

New-York, March 14,1776.

Nothing can be more surprising than the great chain of
events which have taken place in the American Colonies
within the small compass of a few years. Possibly no
instances occur in the history of mankind in which the uni-
ve~al opinion has been more frequently opposed. It is no
wonder, then, that we now: find ourselves at a loss where
to fix. That the King can do no wrong; that the interests
of Great Britain and the Colonies were the same-recipro-
cal and inseparable; that she could not injure 'us without
injuring herself, and therefore we were safe; that she was
a tender parent, in whom we might confide implicitly; that
she was the grand support of freedom and the Protestant
religion; that the King was imposed upon by his Ministers;
that a change in Administration would rectify evils com-
plained of; that the abilities and weight. of our friends in
Parliament would prevent extremities;

.

that our friends
throughout the nation would return a beneI' Parliament
than the last; that the act declari!lg their right to tax us in
all cases whatever would not be carried into execution, but
remain a harmless letter; that the several repeals and seem-
ing alterations in their plan of conduct proved a relinquish-

_ ment of any evil intentions; that the power of Britain was
such as we could not oppose through one single campaign;
that our Provincial Troops could not face the regularity
and discipline of British forces; that we have no resources
to carryon a war; that jealousies and opposition of interests
would ever prevent a junction of the Colonies ;-these, and
a thousand other opinions in succession, have taken full
possession of us; and, after a little while, we have found
ourselves obliged to relinquish them. They were the grafts
which might be expected to grow fi:OIl}that attachment to,

and veneration for, the idea we had been taught to form of
the wisdom, justice, and tenderness of Britain. It has also
been supposed that we are so connected with, and depend-
ant ~:m, Great Britain, that repeated injuries, committed
with an avowed intent to do them, and more; and that
plundering, murder, executions, and conflagrations.,--in short,
that. all the havock of halters, fire, sword, and famine--can-
not destroy the debt of gratitude and justice we owe to that
State,. Or make it our interest to dissolve the connection.

Let us examine this matter. Possibly the facts on which
this opinion is founded may bear the inquiry not much bet-
ter than the facts referred to above.

It is said we are indebted to Great Britain for the settle-
ments of the Colonies. The truth is, when they were dis-
covered, it was the effect of accident, concurring )Vith the
disposition of the hardy adventurer. The settlement was
made by persons who had no great reaSO!l to be obliged to
Kiag or Parliament-t~ley were persecuted at home, and
retired from mankind to. a wilderness. There they suffered
much, and risked all. If they obtained grants from the
King, it could be only of securIty from further oppressions
of his hane!' More he could pot grant. Even this Was, for
a while, refused. The land was inhabited by natives to
whom God had given the property and dominiQn. or
these natives the property was bought by the settlers, who
cleared the country, cultivated the soil, and grew and pros-
pered in the arts and in Government, without any expense
to the King or Parliament of Britain. It is said we arc
indebted to Great Britain for protection from our foes. It
should be said, we have to charge Britain with all the foes
and wars we ever had. In the infancy of the Colonies,
they were thought of little value, not worth contending for,
The very settling of them has been treated with ne'glect and
contempt. Then they were in no danger. When their
consequence afterwards became more apparent, (and, in-
deed, from their first origin to the present time, they have
been so much advanced in population, wealth, and every
advantage, as to be under no apprehensiQns from any of
their neighbours; and had they, at any intermediate period,
extended their trade generally to all parts of Europe, it is
possible that the interest of every part in our commcrGC
might have prevented anyone power from oppressillg or
injuring us;) even Britain herself would have found it hl4'
interest to protect our peace and trade. But our forefathers
were fond of the pageantry of a King, and attached to the
country that gave them birth. They chose the King of
England to be their supreme head" and flattered themselves
that, though they were persecuted at home, yet, that he
would leave to them peace, liberty, and safety, in the wi]-
derness. Thus we have been involved in every British
war. Even a dispute in lIanover was sufficient to deluge
Am£rica in b]ood; and, till the year 1756, no war had any
particular. reference, in its principles, to Ame.rican interests.
Nor ought we to be charged with even that. However,
the Parliament of Britain has done us the justice to ac-
knowledge we then overdid our proportion, and they have
refunded accordingly. In all instances, our coasts have, by
them, been left unguarded, and our frontiers defenceless.
When France and Spm'n scoured our shores because we
were connected with Britt;lin, we have been left without a
single ship-of-war. When we trafficked with the Indians
back for their land, or for peace, or repelled their incur-
sions, it was at our own expense, though, in many cases,
they were set on us by the foes of Britain. Sha.ll any
commercial advantages which we have enjoyed be urged as
a ground of gratitude or retribution? Let the most zealous
advocate for continual dependance on Britain poi!lt out a
single instance of preference given by that Court to the
American trade if .he can; and while he hunts the filsty
records in vain for any such, let him not turn over, unno-
ticed, the numberless acts passed to restrict our free com-
merce, to clog with impositions and duties, to discourage
manufactures and employments for .our poor, and to give
advantages, at our cost, to the lordly West-Indians. In a
few words, the Colonies have paid more to Britain, in a
course of trade, (by giving a greater price for goods of infi~-
rior value,. &c., than if they had gone to other European
markets,) than any claims the British partisan can feign.

It is said that, under this connection and dependaI\Cl',
we have grown and thriven. That we have thriven ama-



~I3 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., MARCH, 1776. .214

the passage through the Sound, but to secure a free, open,
and easy communication to our own troops, between the
continent of New- York and Long-Island. As the city of
New- York is almost environed by navigable waters, it is,
undoubtedly very difficult to fortify it against a powerful sea
armament; but still I am of opinion that, although troops
cannot easily be prevented landing under the guns of their
shipping, they may be prevented lodging themselves in it,
or converting it into a great place of arms, as they have
done Boston.

.

The East-River, I am almost persuaded, may be secured
in such a manner that their ships will scarcely venture into
it, or at least they cannot keep their stations when in. A
battery for this purpose is planned, and in some forward-
ness, at the foot of the Jews' Burying-Ground. To protect
this battery from the near approach of ships, (which, when
close, are always supposed to be an overmatch for batteries
level with the water, and in a low situation,) guns in barbet,
placed on the heights of the Jews' Burying-Ground, when
in con'espondence with a battery I have ordered on an op-
posite commanding knoll in Long-Island, will certainly be
sufficient. These two fires will likewise be crossed by a
third, of a very considerable range, from a work in the
front of our intrenched camp on Long-Island; which work
is likewise answered by a battery sunk in a cellar on the
opposite wharf. Such is our plan with respect to the East~
River.

Having attentively examined the fort and great batteries
under it, and considered whether they could be of any pos-
sible use to us, I am of opinion that, as ships of great bur-
den can approach so near the latter, it will be dangerous, if
not impracticable, to support them. The fort cannot, for
the same reason, be defended. But although it is not pos-
sible, in our hands, to render it a fortification of offence
against the enemy, it might, in their possession, be convert-
ed into a citadel, to keep the town in subjection. These
considerations have induced me to throw down the North-
east and North-west Bastions, with the communicating cur-
tain; so that, being entirely open behind, and a command-
ing traverse thrown aeross the Broadway, with three guns
mounted, it is impossible for the enemy to lodge themselves
in and repair the fort.

The North-River is so extremely wide and deep that it
is in vain to think of any means to prevent the men-of-war
commanding the navigation of it; but it does not appear
to me that they have it in their power to annoy dangerously
the town, much less to destroy it. It is true an accidental
shell may do great mischief; but the effects of their cannon
are not, I think, much to be apprehended, for there is a most
fortunate ridge or eminence, which not only serves as a
screen of protection fc)r the to\vn, but on which any number
of batteries may be erected, to keep the ships at a dis-
tance.

I must observe, once for all, that New- York, ii'om its cir-
cumstances, can with difficulty be made a regular tenable
fortification; but it may be made a most advantageous field
M battle-so advantageous, indeed, that if our people be-
have with common spirit, and the comm.anders are men of _

discretion, it must cost the enemy many thousands of men
to get possession of it. The streets must b~ traversed and
barricaded, so as to prevent their coming on our flanks; and
three redoubts thrown up on the three eminences: Judge
Jones's, Bayard's IHll, and either Lispenard's or IIalder-
man's house, on Hudson's River.! But these measures are
not to be confined to the town. The whole Island is to be
redoubted in certain regular steps, if I may so express it,
quite to King's Bridge. These redoubts, redans, or fliches,
are easily thrown up, and are no expense.

The leading roads from Hudson's River, whence the ene-
my can alone approach, must be obstructed to artillery.
King's Bridge must be strongly fortified, to preserve the

REPORT OF THE COIDnTTEE APpon,'TED TO CONFERWITH communication, free ilnd open with Connecticut, on which
GENERALLEE. Province you can alone depend for succors of men; for

[Brought in March 14, 1776.] the breadth and depth of the }.{orth-River renders the com-

The command of the passage of the Sound must be ours. munication with Jersey too precarious.
This, I imagine, is already effected by the works thrown up The possession and security of Lo"}/S-Island is certainly
at Horn's Hook; but as a further security, batteries and a of still greater importance than New- r ode. I have accord-
redoubt must be erected on the oth(']r side, either on MOrL- ingly marked out a camp, fortified by a chain of redoubts,
tresor's Island, or on the continent of Long-Island, aE the mutually supporting each other, and which, also correspond-
Engineer and succeeding General shall determine. These ing with the batteries 01) the New- Yor~ side, will prevent
additiona.l works are not solely meant to shut up to the enemy the enemy's entering or remaining in the East-River. This

*

zingly, is true. The present state of these Colonies is the
admiration of all who have. given attention to the progress
of mankind, of arts and sciences. But was it because OUi
trade was restricted? Was it because we have never, as
men, had the full improvement of our lands and property
in our power? 'Vas it because, as societies or Governments,
we had not the full and complete powers of legislation
among ourselves? Let this account be fairly stated. Let
us only make an experiment of an open trade for half the
time we have shackled ourselves with confinement to, as it
were, one port. Let us try what improvcments we may
be drawn into by a general correspondence with the whole
world-with people who will require from us every diffi'rent
article our lands, our different climates, can produce; and
from whom may be had directly, at first hand, every requi-
site for us. Let us have access to the lowest and best mar-
ket for every commodity. Let this be the case but for half
the time the Colonies have already existed, and the doubts,
and struggles too, concerning independence, will be at an
end. Let all those people who are now groaning under
oppression and poverty in Europe know that America has
become an asylum for the injured, and is capable of giving
encouragement to the industrious and skilful in every art
and b\Isiness of life; and perhaps the most sanguine ex-
pectations would fall vastly short of the multitude of honest,
active, and ingenjous citizens who would, in a few years,
flock into this country. America has been hitherto little
known abroad. Even our brethren in Britain (whom we
left but a few years ago, and with whom we have a constant
intercourse) know bu't little of us and our situation. The
other parts of Europe must have been inconceivably less
acquainted with it. ,The case is now greatly altered. Our
late transactions have attracted the attention even of the
common people of most of the European States. The
10\'ers of liberty abroad have their eyes turned towards us.
Even to the hl:'ad of the Rhine, it is said, they applaud our
virtuous efforts, and wish us success. The fruits of our
success they \vill wish, with us, to enjoy. A fi'ee and ge-
neral intercourse will throw the doors of information and
opportunity open. Possibly it might not totally d8populate
the Old World, but, without doubt, it would multiply the
millions nO\v in this new one. Let it be granted we have
grown under the connection and dependance contended for:
are we, theref()re, involved in a debt even of gratitude? Be
it so. What obligations, then, is Britain under to us? Our
connection with them has been acknowledged to be of the
utmost consequence to their trade-to. their well-being.
This is the language of their best writers On commerce, and
of almost every act of Parliament in which, America is men-
tioned. Bef()re they had Colonies, what was their fleet?
How great was their dependance on other nations for the
most necessary articles to carryon a war, even for their
own defence, and for their manuf,1ctories ? It has been said
by themselves that on~ person in America supported four
in Britain. Allow one in Britain to be supported by every
person in America, and so striking an instance cannot be
named in which we have received benefits from her. It is
not necessary to depreciate the advantages derived from the
connection; let it be only understood that they have been
reciprocal, and, at least, equal on the part of Britain. This
destroys the idea of any debt or any duty. As of inferiors,
if a religious submission to this connection has rendered our
growth and prosperity less flourishing than they would have
been in a general connection, it can only be compared to
the situation of a tree in a little earth between two rocks,
which, tllOugh it looks fair, and grows to a certain size, yet,
had it been able to spread its roots, and imbiby the nourish-
ment of an extended soil, might soon become the largest
tree in the forest.
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camp is intended to contain four or five thousand men.
Upon the whole, for the defence of Long-Island and New~
York, eight thousand, at least, regular troops, will be neces- .
sary.

With respect to the fort on Hudson's River, in the High-
lands, I must refer the Congress to the report of Captain
Smith, who was sent up to examine, and who is extremely
capable to judge and advise.

J have now, in a military capacity, to the best of my
recollection, mentioned every circumstance relative to the
defence and security of New- York and Long-Island. But
I think it my duty to observe that all these measures will be
totally fruitless unless some precautions are taken with re-
spect to the professed enemies of American liberty, nested
in the very spots where they can do the greatest mischief-
Queen's County and State}"!-Island. The bonds they have
given are too ridiculous to be mentioned. The Association
they have signed they consider as forced upon them; and,
consequently, null. When our troops are obliged to remain
inactive from want of arms; when, from this deficiency, the
Canada expedition is at a stand, and New- York and Long-
Island left open to the invasions of the enemy, is it not a
most dangerous neglect and omission, or rather unaccount-
able infatuation, to suffer considerable bodies of avowed foes
to be possessed of arms for your destmction? What possi-
ble advantage can result from such a false delicacy? I would
therefore humbly propose that the inhabitants of Staten-Island
should, without loss of time, be disarmed, and ~heir arms de-
livered to SOmeregiment already raised, but unfurnished with
muskets.

I do not imagine that.the disarming the Tories will inca-
pacitate them from acting against us, as they can easily be
supplied by the ships. I should, therefore, think it pm dent
to secure their children as hostages. If a measure of this
kind (hard as it may appear) is not adopted, the children's
children of America may see the fatal omission.

PRESID;ENT OF CONGRESS TO COLONELS SHEA, MAGAW,

IRVINE, AND DAYTON.

Philade]phia, March 14, 1776.

Sm: The state of New- York requiring an immediate re-
inforcement, I have it in command from Congress to direct'
you immediately to march your battalion to New- York,
and put yourself under the commanding officer of the Con-
tinental Troops there. For expediting your march, you Qre
to send forward one or two companies at a time, and let
the rest follow at the distance of one day's march.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,.
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

(To Colonel John Shea, of the Third. Battalion of Penn-
sylvania Troops, Philadelphia; Colonel Robert ]}[agaw,
of the Fifth Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops, p'hiladel-
ph1:a; Colonel William Irvine, of the Sixth Battalion of
Pennsylvania Troops, Carlisle; C<,>lonelElias Dayton, of
the Third Battalion of New-Jersey Troops, Elizabeth-
town.)

LEWIS OGDEN TO LORD STIRLING.

Newark, March 14, 1776.

M¥ LORD: On receipt of your lettcr last evening, the
Committee of this town immediately gave orders for making
a detachment Qf one hundred and fifty men from the Se-
cond Regiment of Militia, of this County, to be marched
to N{~w- York, for the service requested by you. We also
sent a deputation .from our Board to the Committee at Eli-
zabethtown, to inform them what we had done, and request
that they would furnish one bundred and fifty men; they
have agreed to do it. Our men will be ready to march to-
morrow, or next morning at the farthest. We have written
by this conveyance, to the New- York Provincial Congress
for information whether quarters, provisions, and' pay, are
provided; and as soon as we get their answer that such pro-
vision is ready, our men will march.

I am, ].11yLord, your Lordship's most obedient servant.
By order of the Committee; .

LEWIS OGDEN, Chairman.

To the Right Honourable William Earl of Stirling, Briga-
dier-General of the Continental Troops at New- York.

STEPHEN CRANE TO LORD STIRLTNG.

Elizabethtown, March 14, 1776.

My LO:D : Your Lordship's letter of yesterday is be
fore us; in answer to which, we beg leave to observe, that
this Committee have no riO"ht to send a detachment of our
Militia out of the Provinbe. Besides, had we this right,
your Lordship ~nows the defenceless state of this Colony.
The armin<t ih-e two battalions in the Continental service
hath drain~d us of our best arms; and. in case a descent
should be made on New- York, we should be liable to con-
tinual incursions of the enemy.

I am, my Lord, your most obedient humble servant.
By order of the Committee;

STEPHEN CR.:\NE, Chairman.

To Lord Stirling.

COLONEL DAYTON 'rO LORD STIRLING,

Elizabethtown, March 14, 1176.

My LORD; Your letter of the 10th instant I received
yesterday, and shall continue to use my utmost endeavours
to put my regiment into the b

.

est condition for marching as
soon as possible. The companies of Captains Bloomfield,
Dickison, and £otter, have passed muster; the other com-
panies (at least some of them) I have, are nearly full. The
scarcity of arms in this Province (a difficulty of which
your Lordship is well aware) will much retard the equip-
ping of this regiment. The Militia are now more than
ever unwilling to part with their arms, and few of the sol-
diers, I fear, are supplied. Major Barber and myself, when
at Ph.iladelphia, informed the Congress,. by a memorial, of
this difficulty, and prayed for a small supply of arms, which
at that time had arrived there; but did not succeed. I in-
tend to make a second application, in which I hope to be
successful.

I beg leave to assure your Lordship of every .exertiQn in
my power to equip the regiment in the most speedy man-
ner, as also to congratulate your Lordship on your late pro-
motion-a promotioll which, I doubt not, gives universal
satisfaction, but especially, my Lord, to your Lordship's
most obedient humble servant, E DLIAS AYTON.

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling, New- York.

DAVID MATTHEWS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

New-York, March 14,1776.

SIR; I enclose you a letter from Mr. .FrancisDalihwood,
Secretary to the Post-Office, directed to.me, requesting that
I would procure a permit for him, John Antill, and IIenry
Bull, to go on board the Swallow packet. If the Con-
gress think proper to grant such a permit, and will be pleased
to send it to me, I will deliver it to Mr. Dashwood.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
DAVID MATTHEWS.

To Colonel Woodhull.

General Post-Office, New-York, March 14, 1776.

SIR; I received the enclosed from Mr. Foxcroft yester-
day evening, and request you will be pleased to procure us
some means of getting on board, that the inhabitants may
have their letters, which they otherwise cannot.

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant,
FRANCIS DASJIWOOD, Secretary.

To David ]}latthews, Mayor of the City of New- York.

N. B. Clerks belonging to the office: John Antill, Esq.,
and Mr. Henry Bull. F. D.

On board the Swallow Packet-Boat, March 13, 1776.

SIR: On receipt of this, I desire you will immediately
come on board, with the Clerks of the Office, to assist in
sorting and taking an account of the letters, in order for
their immediate delivery.
.

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant,
JOHN FOXCROFT.

To Francis Dashwood, Esq.
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LORD STIRLING TO .PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New-York, March 14, ]776.

DEA,R"SIR: In consequence of a message I sent yester-
day afternoon to the Convention of this Province a Com-

o. . ,
mlttee was appOInted to confer with me on the necessary
meas~res f?r the defence of this city, the result of which is
contame? m the enclosed papers. From every circum-
stao.ce, It appears probable that General Washino'ton will
not have occasion for more powder than what he ~as pos-
sessed of when the express left him, and the six tons which
pa~sed through this place last week, and some small parcels
arnved at Eastern ports; The quantity of powder at this
place does not: exceed three tons.

These considerations, and the probability of a visit from
the, en'emy> have induced me to stop'seven tons of powder
wInch

0
amved here yesterday evening, under the care of

George Tndor, on its way to CambridO'e. This measure
is the occasion of my sending this expr~ss, in order that, if
I have done wro~g;, it may be rectified as soon as possible,
and another provIsIon of powder be made for this place.
However, no! ~uch time will be lost by this measure; for
the powder IS m a most shameful condition-the casks
many of them, have their heads stove in, and the staves all
racked asunder. One half of it would be lost before it
could proceed fifty miles in its present state. I have~order-
ed the whole of it to be put in good, dry, tight casks. I
now. also send a copy of the orders I have issl1edsince I
receIved General Washington's letter, which will best show
th~ steps ,taken for the defence of this place. I intended
thl~ mornmg to have b,egun the fortifications on Bayard's
HlU and at the f:Iospltal; but the storm at present pre-
vents our proceedmg. As soon as the weather pel111its,
those works, and barricading the streets, will employ us.

I am, most respectfully, your most obedient humble ser-
vant, STIRLING.

Regulations agreed to for the defence of the City of NEw-
YORK, between Lord STIRLING, General of the Conti-
nental Troops, and a Committee of the Provincial Con-
gress of the' Colony of Nj;W-Y ORK.

Lor~ Stirlin{Jhas already ord~red Colonel Dayton, with
the Thl:dReglment of New-Jersey Troops, and also six
?ompa~nes of the Second Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops,
Immedla!ely to pro~ed to this,city. He has also written to
the ChaIrman of the Committees of six Counties in New-
Jersey, to send at least three hundred picked men, well a~-
coutred, from each; and has informed the President of the
New-Jersey Congress of the intelligence received fromGe-
nc~aI TVashington, concerning the embarkation of the Minis-
term~ Troops at Boston, and req~~sted him to give us all
poss.lble as,slstance, on .the supposItion that those t,roops are
dest~ned hither. He has also ordered all the artillery to be
put m the best order possible.

THINGS TO BE ~oNE.-lst. That all the inhabitants
c,apable of ,fat:i~ue be immediately employed on the fortifica-
tions of thIs City, as well as all the Negro men in the City
and County of New- York. '

2dly. To this end, that the commanding officer of each
corps draw out his respective corps, and parade on the com-
mon at nine o'clock to-morrow morning, without arms, but
provided with as many intrenching tools as they are possess-
ed of, and that they take care to have all the Negro men
in their respective districts turned out, provided in the SaITIe
manner.

3.dly. Lord Stirling infows the Committee of the arri-
val ;)fa quantity of powder in this city, and that. another
quantity of powder is soon expected, both directed by the
Continental Congress for the service of the Army at Cam-
bridge. It is agreed that the forwarding the said powder
be deferred till further ord~rs, of the Continental Congress;
and that an express be immediately despatched to them by
Lord Stirling on the subject.

4thly. It is agreed that it be recommendet,l to the Pro-
vincial Congress to issue an order to the General Commit-

t~e. of New-.Yor~, to make immediate report of all the pro-
VISIOnsand Iron Ill, town, and to prevent the exportation of
either of those articles from the City and County of New-
York, till further orders. _

5thly. The Provincial Congress immediately authorize
Dr. John Jones and Dr. Treat to purchase all the neces-

sary Hospital medicines, and medicinal stores, and appara-
tus, in this city, which they shall think necessary, and make
report of their doings without delay, and possess themselves
of all the Hospital stores in the possession of Mr. Commis-
sary Curtenius.

. .

6thly. The Provincial ConO'ress to issue immediate orders
to the Committee of King's County, to order the inhabi-
tants of that County to give assistance in fatiO'ue to Colonel
lYard, by turning out for the service at lea~t one half of
their male, inhabitants, Negroes included, every day, to work
at ~he fortifications in that County, and to take with them
their spades, pick-axes, and hoes, and to begin work on Fri-
day next.

7th!y. That a guard of six of the Troop of Horse of
the said County, under such persons as shall from time to
time be appointed by the Provincial Congress, shall be con-
stantly posted at some convenient height, near the west
end of ~assau- Island, to reconnoitre the entrance of any
e~1em'y mto. Sa1!'dY-l!ook, or appearing on the coast, and
gIve Immediate mtellJO'ence to the ConO'ress or commandin g

'"
b ,

~fficer of .the Continental Troops at this place, as occasion
may reqUIre. .

8thlr. That the Provincial Congress issue an order to the
CommIttee for Cow-Neck and Great-Neck, for a like num-
ber of horsemen from Queen's County, to keep a look-out
at Thomas Cornwalfs, at Rockaway, for the same purposes.

9thly. That orders issue to the Colonels of the reO'imentS. 0
.. b

m range, on the South side of the mountains, to draft
out of th~ir ~egiments one hundred men, to be immediately
sent to this City, awed and accoutred in the best manner
possible.

.

1Othly. That the like orders issue to the Colonels of West-
chester, for two hundred men, for the like purposes.

11thly. That the like orders issue to the Colonels of
Dutchess, for two hundred men, for the like purposes.

Head-Quarters, March 15, 1776.

, Ordered; That the Commissary of Artillery Stores do
dIrect cartridges to be filled, to complete ten rounds for-all
heavy cannOI) fit for service, and twenty rounds for the field
artillery., That all the case-shot that can be got for the
several sIzes be collected, and a return thereof be made.

Tha! Captain Badleni do direct as many of the cannon
as possibly ca~ be completed, to -be furnished with every
necessary servIce. .

Mr. Anth~ny Grfffiths is appointed to direct the Labora-
tory, and he IS to employ as many of the most expert per-
sons he can procure, as he thinks necessary to carryon
that department.

Ordered, That all the boats be suffered to pass and re-
pass as usual.

.

,The Town-Major, to-morrow morning, IS to remove the
pl1.soners, Vernon O. Craig, at the lower Barracks, and
Gldney, Purley, Van Hazen, and White, from the upper
Barracks',to close confinement in the city Jail, and to place
fou: sentl1~s around the prison from the upper Barracks for
theIr security.

. The Brigade Major of the New-England Troops is to
mcrease the guards at the upper Barracks in proportion, to
answer the above purpose.

~Il orders from the Head-Quarters are, by the TOWQ-
MaJOr, to be communicated to the Chief En.,.ineer and com-
manding officer of Artillery. An orderly'" man from the
Artillery is to attend each of them.

All Fiel?-Officers are to attend the parade; and whatever
party consists of two hundred 'men, are to be inspected and
attended to by a Field-Officer; who is requested to see the.
men of his party are kept alel't at their- duty, and to exe-
cute the work designed, which will be communicated
through the Chief Engineer. _

.

New-York, March 13, 1776.

SIR: You are hereby ordered to'direct all the companies
of the Second Battalion of the Pennsylvania Troops of
which you are Lieutenant-Colonel, which are not yet ~rn-
barked for Albarty, to proceed immediately to this city
where quarters shall be provided for them. You are to r~
main at this place till further orders.

. STIRLING, Brigadier-General.

To Lieutenant-Colonel AUert, of the Second Regiment of
Pennsylvania Troops. .
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ORDERS.

The commanding officer of every corps of the troops in
this Gity,hywhatever denomination they are distinguished,
are to parade to-morrow morning at nine o'clock, in the
common, without fire-arnls, but with all the shovels, spades,
pick-axes, and hoes, they can provide themselves with.
All the male Negroes in town are to parade at the same
time and place.

It is intended_ to employ one-half of the inhabitants every
other day, changing, at the works for the defence of this
city; and the whole of the slaves every day, until this place
is put in a proper posture of defence. The Town Major is
immediately to disperse these orders.

Four cannon, of thirty-twD-pounders, two of eighteen-
pounders, and two of twelve-pounders, are, to-morrow
morning ~ sabn as possible, to he sent over to Long-Island
for the defence of the works there, to be placed as the
Chief Engineer (Colonel Smith) will direct.

Four cannon, of thirty-two-pounders, TObe placed at the
batter)T at Coentie's Wharf.

FOIir cannon, of twelve-pounders, to the battery near
Trinity- Church.

Four cannon, of thirty-two pounders, at the battery at
the ship-yards.

The two hrass field-pieces at Il0rn's 11007.: are to be
sent to this town.

The streets art. to be barricaded.
Bayard's Hill is to he fortified.
The Hospital is also to be fortified. Both these in the

manner concerted hy the General with the Chief Engi-
neer.

The Chief Engineer is to attend the parade to-morrow
morning, \md distribute the men for .fatigue as he judges
most proper for these purposes, without fillther order.
They are to be distributed in the same manner every day.

Lieutenant-Colonel Winds is appointed Colonel of the
First Regiment of the New-Jersey Troops in the Conti-
nenta~ s€T.vice, and is to be oheyed accordingly.

It ]S highly necessary for the preservation and safety of
this city that the utmost good order he observed. The
troops are positively to be in their quarters according to the
former order at tattoo-heating. r:t::heinhabitants of this city
are desired at night to preserve the utmost quietness and
good order in their walks through the city, lest the guards
should mistake any other behaviour for an alarm. The
alarm-posts in this city are to he as follows: The four com-
panies of the First Regiment of j'Vew-Je,rsey in the lower
Barracks, are to assemhle under cover of the parapet in
their front; the four companics of the same ren-iment, in
quarters, arc to assemble in Dock-Street, hetween °the \vhite
Guard-house, near tlw Exchange, and the lower Barracks;
Colonel TVaterbury's are to parade in the common, in the
front of the Artillery. All the other troops in town are to
assemble in the front of Trinity- Church, and there to wait
for fu~ther order. The Artillery are to parade within the
works in the front of Bridewell. As it is found that a
number of people who, out of curiosity, come to look at
tlle works carrying on, it is very inconvenient, and impedes
the service. ,It is hoped they will suspend their curiosity;
rand the sentfles.are to be ordered that none but commis-
'sioned officers, and others who have real business, be suf-
fered to go within the lines of the works.

[Morning Orders.]

Head-Quarters, New-York, March, 14, 1776.

The badness of the weather induces the General to sus-
pend all labour ahroad for;this day. If the weather is fa-
vourable, they are to turn out to-morrow morninn-. In the
mean time ,the Militia officers are to give their different
corps full notice thereof.

Half-after ten o~clock.-As there is an appearance of
clear weather, the whole. are to parade at one o'clock, and
proceed to the works designed them.

As the Provincial Congress have directed the Commit-
tee ~f King:s Coun~y to o,rder the inhabitants of that County
to gIVe asslstan~e. III fatigue to Colonel ~Yard, by turning
out for the service at -least one-half of their white male in-
habitants, and the ~hol: of their male Negroes every day,
to. work at the. fortificatIOn,s on Long-Island, and to bring
with mem their spades, pJ(:k-a~es, and hoes, and to hegin'

to work on Friday morning next; Colonel Ward is desired
to take charge and direetion of said inhaQitants, and to em-
ploy them in the. hest manner he can in e~ecuting-the works
laid out and to be laid outhy the Chief Engineer.

Ordered that two' of the upper middle roo'ms of the New
Bridewell be allotted for the Laboratory, under the dirc:c-
tion of Mr. Anthony Grijfiths; and that he receive the
powder, from time to time, as he shall want it, for filling all
the cartridges ordered from Mr. Norwood, the Provincial
Commissary of the stores. Colonel Smith's orders for any-
thing in his department as Chief Engineer, and Captain Bad-
lem's orders in his department, as commanding officer of the
Artillery, for necessaries in each, are to be complied with
by the Storekeepers and Commissaries in the Provincial as
well as Continental service.

The carpenters in the Militia, not yet employed in the
publick works, arc directed to parade by themselves on the
right of their respective regiments, that they may be distri-
buted at tbe several barricades.

All the commissioned officers willini!" to take the direction
of building a barricade, are desired toonJeet Colonel Smith,
the Chief Engineer, at the City-Hall to-morrow mOI11ing,
at seven o'clock, and he will mark out tbeir work for them.

Mr. Curtenius is to furnish spikes, and to deliver them,
and tools accordingly, to the direction of the Chief En-
gmeer.

As James Gilliland is, by the Provincia.l Congress, pro-
moted to a commission in the Artillery, Hugh Walsh is ap-
pointed to take care of the working tools in his room..

Mr. Gr{ffiths, Director of the Laboratory, is, as soon a:;
possible, to get one hundred thousand cartridges made up,
and put in boxes of one thousand each, to be ready to de-
liver to the regiments as occasion may require.

Head-Quarters, Mar.ch l~, 1776.

The guards and parties of fatigue are to-morrow th,~
same as Qrdered for this day.

The Barrackmaster is to provide quarters for four compa-
nies, con'sisting of three hundred men, from Essex County,
in New-Jersey, commandedhy Lieutenant-Colonel TJ'l/rd,
which are expected in th~ clfy to-morrow. The Quarter-
master (Mr. Samuel Hays) is to apply to Mr. Abraham
Livingston, the Continental Cpmmissary of Provisions, for
provisions for thern.

H~ad.Quarters, March t 6, 1776.

As Colonel Drake's Regiment of Minute-men consists of
one hundred and eleven private men present, and yet have
no less than four Field-Officers, two Captains, and thirteen
other commissioned officers, arid twenty-non commissioned
officers, it is unreasonable to put the Continent to the
enormous expense of maintaining so many. officers for tqe
use of so few men; it is therefore ordered that one Field-
Officer, two Captains, four Lieutenants, two Ensil:,TJ1s,tlw
Adjutant, and Quarterm~ster, eight Sergeants, eight Corpo-
rals, or two Drums or F'Jfes, and no other officer, do remain
with that small part of the regiment; the other officers are
to return to their County, in order to complete their corps.
Colonel Swartwout and Lieutenant-Colonel lIumphreys
are to observe the same rule in proportion to their numbers,
and they are all of them to send into Head-Quarters returns
of their respective corps present.

For assembling the pai.ties of fatigue the drums and fifes
are to beat the Pioneer's March, and no other march what-
ever. .

All the troops, as they arrive in town from the a'r()llt
parts of the Province, or from lVew-Jersey or Pennsylvania,
are tobe reviewed hy Colonel ScaTs, and a return to he
made of them agreeable to one delivered for that purpose;

, and, according to which, they are to receive prdvision from
the Deputy Commissary-General of Provisions. The Town
1\Iajor and Barrackmaster arc to attend and see them fur-
nished with necessaries.

The commanding officer of every corps is requested to
pay high attention to the cleanliness of their men, particu-
larly in their quarters, which should be cleansed out at least
twjce \l week; and are by no means to suffer heaps of filth
fa accumulate, especially in cellars, which, as the war111
weather comes oni may be the cause of the most dre\ldflll
diseases.
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.. Head-Quarters,March 16, 1776.

The guards and fatigue to-morrow the same as yesterday.
Captain Pearson's Company, from ]>lcUJark, is to take

their part of service, both in guards and fatigue.
There is to be no conversation or communication suttered

between the prisoners under guard in the city Jail, or in a~y
other close connnement, and any person whatever, without
leave from the commanding officers.

Head-Quarters, March 17, 1776.

Ordered, that a Captain, two subalterns, and fifty men be
picked out of Colonel Winds's Regiment, who are daily to
attend at the Laboratory and on the Commissary of Stores
at the Bridewell.,

Colonel Waterbnry's Regiment to supply a sPrgeant and
ten men to attend Mr. Commissary Hnghes to Turtle-Bay.
Colonel Smith's servant is to attend.

Such corps in town as have good Armourers or Cutlers,
are desired to let them work with sl,lch Mastel~-Cutlers in
town !l-Swill be recommended by the Provincial Committee
of Safety. The regulation of this matter is particularly
referred to Colonel McDougall.

Lieuten.ant-Colonel Allen is desired to direct the com-
panies of the Second .Battalion of Pennsylvam:ans to pro-
ceed to Albany, according to the orders they formerly re-
ceived f!'l5mCongress. The guards and fatigue as usual.

New.York, March 17, 1776.

SIR: You have doubtless received all the intelligence
which I have .from General Washington, rclati"e to the
motions of the. Ministerial Troops at Boston, and the situa-
tion of our troops which surround it. That General Howe
intends to II}ove this way with his Anny, I think is highly
probable. :Many little manreuvres of Governour Tryon
and the men.-of-war near this place lately, seem to }:onfirm
it. I am taking every step in my power to be prepared for
their reception, by fortifying every advantageous ground
near this city and on Lona--Island. B~t whatever may be
\he designs of General iiowe, it appears from all intelli-
gence received, that the Ministry are determined to make
an effort to gain possession of this city; and I have there-
fore the orders of Congress, by all possible means to pro-
vide for the safety of it. I have also their direction to
apply to the neighbouring Colonies for. such part of their
Militia or Provincial Troops as may be necessary, until the
Continental Troops, destined for this service, do arrive
here. The two regiments fil)m Connecti.cut now here and
at Long-Island, deserve the thanks of the publick for their
good brder, industry, and alertness; and I sincerely wish
they could be prevailed on .to stay while their services are
necessary, as it would save time and pay to a prodigious
amount, in' the Continental service. But I understand
many of them an~ farmers of property, who have families at
home" and want to be there to mark out the ,,;;ork of their
farms for the ensuing season. However, I wIll, with the
Colonels TVaterbury and Ward, endeavour to prevail with
as many of them as possible to stay until they are relieved
by others from your Colony, of which returns shall be sent to
you as soon as possible. In the mean time I think it is highly
necessary (and, I doubt not the least, your Excellency will
carry it jnto execution) that recruits be raised to complete
those two regiments to at least six hundred privates each;
and that another regiment of the like strength be raised in
your Colony if possible, on condition of serving the cam-
paign, or as long as the service requires, and to be armed,
accoutred, and clothed, as well as time will permit, and
to march to this place as soon as possible.

I shall only add, that with the highest esteem and regard,
I am your most obedient humble servant, S. TIRLING.

To the Honourable Joseph Trumbull, Esquire, Commat\der-
in-Chief of the Province of Connecticnt.

COLONEL WINDS TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS

, New-York, March 14, 1776.

SIR: I yesterday received yours of the 7th, enclosing a
commission to me as Colonel of the First Battalion of New-
Jersey Continental Forces. . I beg you will return my
thanks to your honourable Honse for the confidence they

have placed in me, and assure them, as far as my abilities
will admit my services shall never be wanting.

I think it my duty to acquaint you, that although neither
I nor the regiment have the least personal objection to Mr.,
Ogden, who, I am infonned, is appointed my Lieutenant-
Colonel; yet a universal uneasiness has taken place with
every officer in the regiment at his appointment, as they
look upon themselves as slighted and injured by it.

I[ I. might make use of the freedom, I would ask it as a
particular favour to myself and the regiment, that this young
gentleman's merit might be rewarded in some other way;
as I ~m fearful myself and my regim~nt will otherwise be
less serviceable to the general cause than I could wish.

I am, sir, with great respect, your most humble sery-ant,
W ILLIA~1 WINDS.

To the Honourable John Hanc~ck, Esquire, President of'
the Continental Congress, at Philadelphia.

'

ALBANY COM3ITTTEE TO,NE~-YORK CONGRESS.

Albany, March 14,,1776.

SIR: I am directed by the Committee of the. City an.d
County of Albany to transmit you the enclosed resolves.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
MATTHEW VISCHER.

"
Albany CQmmittce-Chamber, March 1, 1776.

"Resolved, That 1\11'.Thomas Williams, Jun., be recom-
mended to the honourable Provincial Congress for Quarter-
master to the regiment to be raised in th~ Counties of Al-
bany, Tryon, and Charlotte. .

" Also, Resolved, That 111'.Peter A. Fonda be recorn-
mended for Adjutant to said regiment.

"Extracts from the Minutes:
"MATTHEW V ISCHER,Secretary."

LORD STIRU~G TO CAPTAIN WARNER.

New-York, March 14, 1776'.

SIR: You are hereby authorized and required to take the
person of James Boyd into your custody and bring him to
this place, and have him be(ore the Provincial Congress, or
Committee of Saf,ety, with the evidence you have against
him. S B . d. G 1

'
TIRLING, nga zer- enera.

To Captain John Warner.

ABRAHA:ll LIVINGSTON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.
'. New-York, March 14, 1771>.

SIR: Ha"~ng received a deputation from Walter Living-
ston, Esquire, to act as Assistant Deputy Commissary o.f
Stores and Provisions within certain limits, I think it ne-
cessary to acquaint the Congress thereof, and that I mean
to act in that station until an 9rder is produced from the
Continental Co.ngre$s to the contrary. All the troops in
the Co.ntinental pay, be they from what place they may, fall
within the limits of my appointment.

I remain, with much respect, your humble servant,
ABRAHAM LIVINGSTON,

To the presid~nt of the Provincial Congress of the Colony
of New-York.

ABRAHAM LIVINGSTON'S PROPo.SALS FOR SUPPLYING THE

ARMY IN THE COLONY OF NEW-YORK.

New-York, March 14, 1776.

The subscriber is willing to contract for the furnishing
good and wholesome provisions, soap, and candles, airee-
able to the rates allo.wed by the Continental Congress, at
ten and a half pence per ration, and to give security for the
performance of the contract; to furnish,fire-wood at twenty
shillings per cord, and straw at thirty shillings per hundred
sheafs.

The provi$ions to be delivered in New- York. The ex-
pense of transportation, if it should so happen that the com-
munication by water be cut off, to be bQflIe by the publick.
The Congress to. advance the sum of £ . . . .

. ABRAHAM LIVINGSTON.

To the President of the Provincial Congress, New- York.
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL LEE.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 14, 1776.

DEAR SIR: J am indebted to you for your three several
favours, which I should have acknowledged sooner, had not
the great hurry and bustle we have been in for several days
past prevented. You have doubtless heard, before this
time, of our being in possession of Dorchester Hill which
important business was executed in one niglit, with~ut' any
loss. The enemy were thrown into the utmostconsterna-
tion when they perceived, the next mornino-, what had been
effected the preceding night, and made p;eparations fo dis-
lodge us. Three thousand men, under the cOJ}lmand' of
Lord Percy; were dra~ted jor this service; but a very heavy
s~orm of wmd and ram ~mstrated their design-in ,my opi-
man the most fortunate circumstance for them and"unfortu~
n~te for us, that could have happened, as '~e had every-
thmg so well prepared for their reception, that I am confi-
dent we s?ould have given a very good account. of them.
.' I was Just ab~ut to congratulate you on your appointment
to the command m Canada, when I received the 'account that
your destination was altered. As a Virrrinian, I must rejoice
at the change ; b~t as a~ American, I think you would have
done more essential serVlce to the common cause in Canada
For, besides the adva~tage O!. speak}ng a~d thinking i~
French, an officer who IS acquamted wrth their manners and
customs, an? has tr~velled in their country, must certainly
take the strongesthold of their affectionand confidence.

'

You mention nothing of the guard that went with you
fi'?m hence. ~r.l!alfrey te11s me you intend to take them

GENERALWASHINGTONTO THE OFFICER CmI:\1ANDINGAT With you. As It WIll create great confusion in the regimen-

NEW-YORK. tal accounts, and, they can be of n? great ;ervic~ to you, I

Head-Quarters,Cambridge,March 14, 1776. must b?g you WIll, ~et them rema,m at .L\cw- York, where

SIR;' I have stronger reasons, since I last wrote you, to
they will be soon .lo~ned by their respective regiments. I

confirm me in my opinion that the Army under General
am. much pleased with your plans for the defence and se-

BOlDe is on its departure. All their movements pronounce
curIty of New- York., W~at you may leave unfinished, I

it; but, lest it should be a feint, I must continue on my
shal~ order the commandmg officer to comp~ete as soon as

guard, and not weaken my lines too much, until I have a - p~sslble. L~st the enemy should meet wIth favourablc

certainty of th.eir departure, It is given out that they are
wmds

~~
thmr passage, and get there be~~re ou]: A~my, I

bound to llalifax; but I am of opinion that Ncw- York is h~ve" I'Itten to Governour Trumbull, desumg him Imme-

the. place?f their ~e~tination. It is the object worthy
rhately to forward two thousand men, and ~Iave.also request-

thClr'attention; and It IS the place that we must use every
ed one thousand from .the Jerseys. This, with the force

endeavour to keep from them; for, should they get that
already there, I ,hope wtll ~)e a~le to keep the lVril1isterial

town and the command of the North River, they can stop
~rmy at bar untIl I can ~rrIve wIth the mam body. I most

the intercourse between the Northern and Southern Colo-
~mcerely WIS'hfor yo~r mcrease of health! and every bless-

!lies, upon w~ich d~pends the safety of America. My feel-
mg, and a~, dear Sir, ,your most affectIOnate friend and

mgs .upon this subject are so strong, that I would not wis}!
humble senant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.
to gIVe the enemy a chance of succeeding at your place. "To Major-General Lee.
I shall, ~herefor~, despatc~ a regiment and some independent
cOI"?pa~Jeso! riflemen tIus day; and to-morrow, or as soon
as It convemently can be done, five more recriments will set
out from this camp. I cannot part with "'more while the
enemy remains in sight; but I have written to Govemout
,!rumbull to send you two thousand men as soon as he pos-
sl~ly can. ,~~ you can get one thous.and from New-Jersey,
with the Mlhtla of the country called Ill; (if not repugnant to
the Congress,) I think you can make a sufficient stand until
I can, with the main body of this Army, join you, which
you~~y depend upon will be as soon as possible after I
can, wIth any degree of certainty, tell their route. The
plan of defence formed by General Lee is, from what little
I know of the place, a very judicious one. I hope. nay I
dare say, it is carry,ing into execution with spirit ~nd in-
dustry., You may Judge from the enemy keeping so long
~OSs~ssIon of the town ?f BostO'l';, against. an Army supe-
flor III numbers, and a~rmated with the noble spirit of li-
berty-I say you may Judge by that how much casier it i~
to keep. an ~nemy from forming a lodgment in a place than
it will be to dispossess them when they get themselvds for-
tified. As I have in my last told you that the fate of this

JACOB BU!PER TO JOHN McKESSON..
New-York, March 14, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: I am very sorry that I am so trouble-
some to you; but my inclination is so bent on going into the
Army, that if you will be so kind as to recommend me to
the gentlemen of the Concrress for a Captain's or Lieute-
n~nt's commissiol), I will take it as a particular favour, and
will do my best endeavours to serve in defence of my coun-
try.. The reason of my troubling you is, because I know
that a gentleman like you can do a great deal to~ards get-
ting a commission for me. I dare to say that I can get a
company in a little while; and remain your humble servant,,

JACOB BAMPER.

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress, held for the
Province ofNEw-Y ORK;

The Petition of WILLIAMGANDELL,of the City of NEW-
YORK,Mal'iner, humbly showeth :

That your Petitioner was born in,and still is an inhabi-
tant of the City of New- York, and has followedthe sea, both
as master and mate, out of this port for some time last past.

That your Petitioner is well affected to the cause of his
country, and is out of employ on account of the distressed
times; and seeing no probable way of getting into business
again to maintain his wife and children until matters are
accommodated; -and your Petitioner understanding that
there is a vacancy for a Lieutenant in one or more of the

, A!tilJeryCompanies raised in ihis City, as also Masters and
Lieutenants in the vessels on the Lakes, and likewise in
those that are building up the North-River, he offers him-
self as a proper person to fill up either of the said vacancies.

Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that this ho-
nourable House will take his case into their most serious con-
sideration, and grant him a commission in either of the
above-mentioned vacancies, as they in their wisdom shall
think most proper. And your Petitioner, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray, &c.

New-York, March 14,1776.

campaign (of course the Jate of America) dcpeifds upon
you and the Army under your command, should the enemy
attempt your quarter, I will dwell no more thereon' thouo-h
the vast .i,?portance of the subject would make an 'apolo~y
for repetitions needless.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient humble
servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To the Officer commanding the American Forces at New
York.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO 1IlESHECH WEARE.'

Cambridge, March 1( 1776,

SIR: Your favour of the 12th instant'! ju.;t now received,
and beg leave to assure you that the approbation which
your honour~ble Council ~re pleas,ed to express of my con-
duct respectmg the operatIons agamst the town of Boston
afford me the highest satisfaction. , '

,I ~m exceedinglyS?ITYthat it is not in my power, at
tl1lStime, to comply WIth your requisition for powder, and
to make a return of what was generously lent for the Conti-
nental use. The low state of stock of that article will not
allow me to spare the smallest quantity; but, hoping that I
may get a further supply before long to enable me to do it
I shall be much obliged if you will favour me with an ac~
count of w~at you have f~mishe~, th~t it may be replaced
as sOOI1as cucumstances will admit' of It.

I am, sir, with much respect, your most humble servant
- .,

"

,GEORGE; W ASHtNGTON.

To the Honourable Meshech Weare, President of the Coun-
cil of N ew-Hampshire.' - -
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GENERAL SULLIVAN TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COmUTTEE OF
SAFJ;TY.

Winter-HilI, March 14, 1776.

GENTLE~1EK: I enclose you a list of the regiment under
Colonel Waldron, with the arrangement of the offiCE;TS,and
desire you to fimvard the commissions as soon as possible.
I have the satisfaction to inform you that Colonel Waldron's
was the first complete regiment on the spot; and is by far the
largest and best that came from either Colony. His Excel-
lency consented to keep the nine companies, rather than
,break them. They are allowed, by all who do duty with
them, to be excellent officers and soldiers-always willing to
do their duty with the utmost cheerfulness. They are quiet,
peaceable, and obedient; and though much fault was found
with my proceedings in selecting the officers, I must now
take the liberty of boasting of my judgment in the choice,
and can call the whole brigade to witness in my favour.

I hope, gentlemen, the cruel and ungenerous reflections
upon my conduct, thrown out by some persons among you,
did not proceed from that envipus disposition, which too
often proves the destruction oran infant State stru<rglinu for
freedom. I sincerely wish that those zealots, wh~ tho~ght
I had taken too much upon myself, had exerted themselves
to fill up the Canada Regiment with as many good men as
T have got in this, and not have left us to lament the want
of assistance to our distressed friends in Canada, and to
view with concern a regiment not half completed, which
ought to have marched three weeks ago. I am now ordered
to march for New- York in a few days: those persons will
then have no more fear of the destruction of their liberties
from a person who has spent more money, undergone more
fatigue, and oftener risked his life, than any other person in
your Province; and all this to secure that freedom which
those gentlemen would persuade the world I am endeavour-
ing to destroy. Gentlemen, I wish your Colony all possi-
ble happiness, and would do everything in the power of
man to secure its freedom, and even feel a:disposition to serve
those few inv~terate foes of mine that yet remain among
you, and convmce them that no person would do more in
the cause of freedom than your most obedient servant,

"
JOHN SULLIVAN.

To the Honourable Committee of Safety.

CAPTAIN SALTER TO NEW-H~MPSHIRE ASSJ::MBLY.

Fort Washington, March 14, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Agreeably to your instructions, I have
posted a guard on Fort-Point, at N-ew-Castle, with orders
frequently to go up to the top of the Light-house, and dili-
gently to observe if any ships appear sailing towards this
pQ.l't; and, on discovery of the same, to make me acquaint-
ed, that I may transmit the information, without loss of
time, to your Honours or the G,eneral.

I had, previous to your instructions, consulted with Cap-
tain Eliphalet Daniels, and agreed with each o-ther the pro-
per signals in caS'e of the approach of the enemy; and on
the same account each fort has erected a flag-staff, and
proper signals to be given, which will alarm both town :;1nd
country in case of any surprise; but shall, gentlemen, send
yeiu up the speediest despatch, should any enemy appear.
Our signals fix an alarm will first be by firing a four-poun-
der from Captain Daniels's fort towards the town, and then
to be answered by me.

I am, with every degree of respect, gentlemen, your most
humble servant, T SITUS ALTER.

TO THE PEOPLE OF VIRGINIA.

Much has beep said concerning the independence of the
Colonie&; and some people have been made to believe that
such a state is not desirable, and that we should w ish for

. no more liberty than we enjoyed in 1763. But let any
man consider ilIat, at that time, we were restrained from
making nails and hats, and might, with 'equal justice, have
been hindered from building houses, or making stockings;
that we were cruelly and wantonly restricted in our trade-
in some instances, as it were, merely to show that we were
the slaves of Britain. Although the English cannot make
wine, raise silk, grow olives, citrons, oranges, or lemon~, yet
.
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we were forced to bu,Ythese articles of thel;n o'nly, and were
not suffered to purchase them of the French, the Spaniards,
or Italians; and although all Ew'ope, to the northward of
Cape Fimsterre, had been starving for want of grain, and
we had it in our power to supply their wants, yet we
were not permitted to do it. Our tobacco trade was wholly
engrossed by English merchants; they alone had the privi-
lege of selling this invaluable artic:le of our commerce to the
Dutch, French, Spaniards, Portuguese, and to the different
States up the Mediterranean. The King nominated all
officers, civil and military; had the power of repeali»g all
our laws, however necessary to our security and happiness;
and the present King has wantonly and cruelly exerted that
po.wer in repealing an .act of our Assembly, for obliging
shIps to perform quarantme; and another for preventing the
further importation of slaves, by laying heavy duties on such
as should be imported. The King, by his instructions to
his Governours, could dissolve our assemblies at pleasure,
without assigning any reason for so doing, as he has fre-
quently done. He had a right to keep any number of
troops or ships in Oj1rColonies; which right he will never
g:ive up. He could build forts 'On our frontiers, and gar-
\'Ison them as he pleased. This was our situation in 1763;
and yet some people are weak enough to wish to be
left as we were then, as they express it.. But, good God!
were we not abject slaves? "Ve wanted but the name.
Indeed, we were treated with some small respect; and it
was not till 1763 that we were openly insuhed and treated
as slaves. The English have certainly looked upon us \is
slaves, or they w0\11d have carried on the war in a manner
more becoming the character of their nation. They seem
to think-as the masters of slaves in the West-Indies do-'
(ha.t no me~hod is unjustifiab.le by which Jhey can suppress
an msurrectlon ; nor any pUl11shment too severe to be inflict-
ed on revolted slaves. Our masters ip.Britain, though they
made us labour and toil for their emolument, yet did not
attempt to take from us the little We had been permitted to
earn for ourselves. In this respect, they were as indulgent
to us as we are to our poor slaves; but this they evidently
looked upon as an instance of their indulgence, Inoderation,
and forbearance; for they have declared in both Houses of
Parliament (and the Royal sanction has been given to the
declaration) that they had, have, and of right ought to have
a power to make laws to bind us iil all cases whatsoever ~

that is, that they are our Kings, Lords, and Masters. Well;
then, may Lord North and General Burgoyne say, that
they ask no more than that America should. be in the situa-
tion she was in 1763. The truth is, the Ministry do not
wish that we were more enslaved now than we were then'
but they earnestly wish we would be as passive. Since thii
is the case, and we have not only been lonu OPIJressed and

f I '

0'
,

o ate, grievously so, but have also been attacked by sea
and land; our towns and private houses plundered and
burnt; our property snatched from us; our cOlmtrymen
dragged from their very beds to piratical boats, and hurried
on board men-of-war; our negroes taken from our plantations,
and manl encouraged to leave their masters, and take up
arms agamst them-several hundreds of whom are now in
arms against lis-and when we know that all of these have
been invited to do so; when we know that an act of Parlia-
ment was passed to encourage the Canadians to attack liS,
and that a skilful and artful General was sent amonust themo
to lead them on upon us; and when we know what pains
have been taken to prevail on the Indians to ravaue our
frontiers, (for no one is a stranger to General Carleton's,
Dunmore's, and Connolly's plots,)-I say, since we know
these things, who that is not a slave indeed-who that has
any feelings, or the least spirit, is there amonost us that
would hesitate a moment to declare he will no lonuer sub-
mit to stich hard restrictions on 4is trade;' that he~ill not'
suffer himself and his posterity to be so cruelly insulted and
oppressed; and that he will be revenged of his inhuman
plunderers and butchers? Who, when he finds it necessary
to carryon the war we have entered into-a most just' and
holy war, and in which Heaven has peculiarly favoured lIS-
who, I say, can hesitate a momeqt to make use of all the
assistance he can procure to prosecute it with vigour? And
can the war be carried on with any prospect of success
without a trade, by which not only specie may be procured
for the payment Qf the troops, and defraying all other ex-

15
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penses, but for the sinking of a load of paper money, which,
in time, without an exchange for specie, must become of no
value? A trade is absolutely necessary to procure clothes,
blankets,-" nails, and even arms and ammunition, and as
necessary t6 enable the planter and farmer to payoff their
proportion of the,taxes which must, in a few years, be col-
lected ; as well as to enable them to pay their mutual debts,
and maintain their tlmilieS'. Foreigners ought, therefore, to
be immediately invited to trade with us; but this they can-
not openly do without engaging in the war against Britain;
andjt is not worth their while to incur the expense which
must attend a war, unless they can be certain that they shall
always enjoy the benefit of the trade for which they enter
jnto the war. If they were once assured of this, there is no
doubt we should enjoy, not only the benefit of a free and
full trade, but should engage in our quarrel powerful allies-
allies who are not only able to revenge us of our enemies,
but who would do it with pleasure, to gratify their own re-
venge. England deserves this at our hands: she who, by
our assistance, was raised to the highest pitch of glory to
which any nation ever arose, has spurned at us; has levied
a cruel war against us, calling in to her assistance fiussians,
HanoveJ"ians, Canadians, Indians, and Negro slaves. I say,
she deserves that we should declare ourselves independent
of her, and call in to our assistance the French and Span-
iards; and if we do this, we shall soon be amply revenged
on her for her ingratitude and cruelty, and shall completely
humble her pride, and exalt ourselves to a state of emi..
nence and glory, and become the envy and admiration of
mankind,

If our trade should be opened to France, Spain, and the
Mediterranean, we should not only find a better market for
our tobacco and grain of all sorts than we have ever yet met
with, but we should readily procure all the necessaries we
may want; and the trade would introduce numbers of useful
manufacturers and various artists. But, as it has been ob-
served above, this trade cannot be procured without decla-
ring ourselves in,dependent States; nor the war prosecuted
effectually without a trade, or, !ndeed, without a maritime
ally. W!iat friend to his c01.mtry, or even to his family,
would scruple a moment to declare for independence? If
a powerful fleet and army should suddenly inva(le our coun-
try, and get possession of the lower parts of it, wasting it
with fire and sword, and should totally put a stop to our
trade, and, at the same time, should supply their armies from
hence with provisions of every sort, and enable them to make
a complete conquest of some other Colony, we should then
wish we had called in the assistance of the French and
Spanish fleets; or if, whilst we are most dutifully whining
after our mother country, France should choose not to wait
any longer for offers from the Congress, but should agree
with En!(lmid to share the plunder of America, what sbould
we say for ourselves? But, God be praised, France has
waited with patience; and it is not yet too late to ask assist-
ance of her; and ~he seems prepared to give it; and, if she
does, England must desist from her cruel plan of enslaving
the Colonies, and will think herself happy to come in for a
share of their extensive trade. So shall peace and harmony
be restored to these distracted countries, which will become
great and flourishing in commerce, arts, and sciences, and
will flourish as long as they enjoy freedom, and practise
virtue. A Ax ,UERICAN.

March 15, 1776.

G. MASON AND JOHN DALTON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF

SAFETY.

Fairfax County, Virginia, March 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Being employed, by the Committee of
Safety for this Colony, to fit out three armed cruisers and
two row-galleys, for the protection of Potomack River, we
have, inconsequence thereof, bought three sloops, the largest
of which (called the A111Rrican Congress) will mount four-
teen carriage-guns, six and four-pounde~, and be manned
with about ninety men. Weare now raising the company
of Marines, which will be completed in a few days. She
has most of her guns mounted. The shot are now casting
ata furnace in the, neighbourhood; and if we had powder,
s"i}ewould be very soon fit for action. 'Ve wrote to our
Delegates at the Congress, to purchase for us, in Philadelr

phia, twenty barrels of powder, and forward it to us by
'land, to ;;erve until we could get a larger supply; which
they promised to do, so sQOnas it could be procured there;
but none has yet come to hand, and we are very uneasy
lest some of the enemy's cutters should come up this river,
to destroy our vessels befiJre they are, in a posture of de-
fence. As this equipment will be as benefiCial to the in-
habitants on the north side of the Potorn,ack as tQ those on
this side, we doubt not the disposition of your Board to pro-
mote it ; and, under these circumst~nces, we take the liberty
to apply to you for the loan of ten barrels of the powder
lately imported for your Province in Captain Conway's ves-
sel, now in the Eastern Branch of the Po tomack, whieh
shall be replaced out of the, first powder we receive from
the northward, or elsewhere. If ten barrels cannot be
spared, even five or six barrels would be very serviceable,
and might answer our purpose until the supply we expect
from Philadelphia arrives.

We beg the favour of an immediate answer, and hope
that the urgency and importance of the business wiIl excuse
the trouble we have taken the liberty to give you.

Weare, with much respect, gentlemen, your most obe-
dient servants,

,

G 1\,[. nASON,

JOHN DALTON.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Jtlaryland.

BENJAJlllN MACKALL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL.oF SAFETy.

Calvert County, March 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: 1 left the mouth of Patuxent on Wednesday,
where I saw Captain Thomas, who requested me (as he had
no materials then to write with) to inform the Council of
Safety that he thought a Virginia Pilot-Boat, which was
stopped by our guard some days ago, would be very useful
either for conveying the troops fi'om Calvert to St. ltlary's,
or taking any small tenders which might come in our river;
that the owner was very desirous of selling her ; and that
he would take a reasonable price, sooner than return to Vir-
ginia, as he was apprehensive of being taken. If you should
be of opinion that such a vessel wiIl be of any advantage to
the Province, hope you wiIl inform me or Captain Thomas
by the first opportunity. '

The Committee of Observation of this County met on
JtIonda!{ last, in consequence of your last letter, and em-
powered me to appoint a number, not exceeding one hun-
dred'men, to watch our coast; and as the man-of-war and
tenders then lay at anchor off the cliffs, T thought it neces-
sary to station a guard of seventy-eight men, exclusive of
officers, to prevent their landing. Those men continued
under arms till Wednesday, when I discharged all but two
Lieutenants and twenty-five privates, who are now stationed
at Drum Point, there to remain until Captain Beall's Com-
pany of Regulars comes down. The man-of-war and ten-
ders passed the mouth of Paturent on Tuesday evening.

I am, with great respect, gentlemen, your most obedient
servant, B M 4 hENJAMIN ~ ACKALL, t.
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Jtfaryland.

-
.rAMES MURRAY TO MARYLAJI.'D COUNCIL OF SAFE'I'Y.

Cambridge, March 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: From the sudden alarm which the sloop-
of-war and her tenders have this week occasioned, it was
thought necessary to order the Militia of this County. on
duty, to guard the fi'ontier on the bay shor:e, &c., wluch
they cheerfully complied with; but previous thereto, were
under the necessity of making application for anns and am-
munition. We were in hopes that, when it Came to the test,
we should find manyof them prepared with private pro-
perty in ammunition; but in tbis we find we were deceived.
There remained with us a barrel of powder and some ball,
sent from Newtown last fall by the Council of Safety, which
we have distributed, though it appears to be very iI)diffe-
rent, and not such as we think men ought to hazard their
lives with. This has gone but a small way in supplying
the companies.
. The people grow exceedingly clamorous.'W e have been
under a necessity of distributing what little we have of pri-
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the Captains on whose undoubted care dependance might
be had; but I fear there are some others whose prudence on
such occasions may be doubtful. This causes me to think
of its being under the direction of the Committee of Obser-
vation in each neighbourhood where it is lodged, as the
most proper method.

The people had begun to be somewhat dispirited, on
aceount of want of arms and ammunition, especially the
latter. There is an obvious change since the arrival of this
powder, (the article most wanted,) from the expectation of
their being furnished therewith. This being done, I make
no doubt the inhabitants in these parts will prove as spirited
as in any part of the Province.

They are on a sudden more active in getting their fire-
arms in order, on this prospect of getting powder. .We are
busy easting bullets and buckshot, of which I believe we
can make out fifteen or sixteen hundred pounds. We are
also tolerably well off for gun-flints, the Committee having,
last summer, purchased all the lead and flints they could
lay their hands on. 1 am in hopes we can manage to have
better than half of oUf people provided with fire-locks; but
several of them can only be used for want of better. I
wish we coulq be happy enough to be better filmished; but
we must do the best we can. I know the gentlemen of the
Council of Safety, and with a real pleasure can say I have
a confidence in them, and that they will do the best in this,
as well as every other part of their duty.

.
I freely express

these sentiments to the people. Your candour will not think
there is any flattery in this declaration-there is really none.
But I think it not at all improper to express myself freely,
and shall do so more from yonI' last letter: The information
you there mention to have received from this County, I think
must have a very slight foundation. Should the Council
think it convenient to allot a pound of powder per man for
the numbers in the several Potomack Companies, I believe
it would have a great and good effect on the spirits of the
people. As the companies on the Patuxent lie less exposed,
there may not be thought so great an allO\vance necessary
as on Potomack, where we must expect any attack on these
parts most likely to be.

I would wish to be understood as to my sentiments of the
powder being lodged under the direction of the Committees
of Piscataway and Bladensburgh, not to mean jointly; but
that a part be lodged with each place, under the direetion
of those of the Committee of Observation in each neigh-
bourhood, that. no obstruction to the use, when required,
may take place. But after taking the freedom to trouble
you with so much, I submit the whole to the determination
of the Council.

Please offi~r.my best compliments to the worthy members
of your able Council, and be assured (to you and them) I
am, with real esteem, dear sir, yopr obedient hUl1}ble ser-
vant ,

JON-i\.THAN BEALL.

To the Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq.

I hope to hear of your recovery from your late lameness.
Several gentlemen, deserving attention in this County, have
asked my mentioning them to the Council, as desirous of
acting as officers in any other regular force that may be
raised in this Province, either Continental or Provincial.
The names follow, viz:

Luke ~Jtlarbury, John Addison, Hezekiah Wheeler, Tho-
mas Dent, John Beanes, William Duvall, Walter Cox,
John Burgess. The three first are Captains in the Militia,
and hope to have not a town commis.sion. As above, &c.

vate property; but the whole put together would scarce
make three rounds apiece for the companies. To what
lengths they may go, if not supplied, we cannot say; but
fear when they fino that, upon repeated applications, they
are not supplied with tbe means of defence, they may de-
spond, and tamely submit to ~such ravages as these barba-
rians may think proper to commit. From the late conduct
of the men of our County, we have not tbe least doubt of
their spirit and firmness, and are fully satisfied they will
make a bold and resolute stand in defence of the liberties
of their country, if properly furnished with arms. and am-
munition. "

Weare daily in expectation of another visit from the
enemy, and have therefQre thought it our indispensable duty
to lay the weak and defenceless state of our County be-
fore you; not doubting but that, on your being thus truly
informed of our situation, you will immediately order us
such a supply of arms and ammunition as may be neces-
sary for~tht<defence of the County; 'as without it, we shall
be under the dreadful n"ecessity of submitting to such depre-
dations as our enemies may think proper to commit.

It is currently reported and believed here, that the arms
and ammunition for this Province are arrived at Philadel-
phia; and if this report is true, and we cannot, in our dis-
tressed situation, be more expeditiously supplied, we would
undertake, by your directions, to send a wagon or two to
Philadelphia for arms and ammunition, if you think proper
to give an order for the delivery of them to us.

Captain Woolford has now upwards of eighty men of
his company inlisted. They are a daily expense to the
Province, and, in their present situation, of no real service,
there being .but one man of the whole that has .~ gun.

'Ve beg leave to report to you, that Mr. Thomas Ennalls,
nominated as the Supervisor of our Saltpetre .Works, bas re-
fused to act. 'Ve have advertised for another, and as soon
as the vaeancy is filled, shall inforn1 you.

Weare, gentlemen, with regard and esteem, your obedi-
ent humble servants.

Signed by order of the Committee of Observation:
JAMES MURRAY.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

P. S. We have given Captain Woolford an order on
Captain Robinson for the Province arms, wbich he received
from the Committee of Observation of Kent County; and
we hope soon to be able to completely arm his and the
other Independent Companies stationed on your Shore.

Upon the late alarm, some powder was given into the
hands of the Militia Qn this side the bay; and we fear it
will be difficult to collect the greatest part of it again, and
tbat too much of what remains witb the people \vill be lost
to the publick. We recommend it to you, therefore, to de-
liver to tbe Captains on the water side as much as you
may conceive will he sufficient, (taking their receipts,) with
orders not to distribute it among their respective companies
until there is a real necessity; and to keep the residue
in some convenient part of your County, where, upon
any emergency, the other companies may be readily sup-
plied. .

JONATHAN DEALL TO MARYLAr-""D COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Prince George's County, March 15, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Permit me to trouble you with these lines, on
the arrival of gunpowder in Potomack, for the publick use,
and to inform you of the great desire and expectation of the
people that a part of it will be allotted to the use of this
County, (particularly the Potomack part of it,) where the
people much wish to be provided, as well as may be, from
the apprehension of an armed force soon proceeding up the
river to Alexandria, which, you know, lies about opposite
to the centre of this County, on the Potomack side. We
have five companies On this river in the Piscataway Dis-
trict, and four or five in that of Bladensburgh.

The wisdom of the Council of Safety will direct the
quantity, and how to be ordered iI) tbe disposition; but I
will take leave to submit, whether it may not be thought
best to have it lodged under the direction of the Committee
of Observation at Bladensburgh and Piscataway, presuming
it will not be thought proper to deliver it into the hands of
the people, for obvious reasons. I think there are some _of

M. GIST TO MARYLAND COuNCIL OF. SAFETY.

BaltiD:Jore, March 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Having sundry accounts open against me
for iron pots, ammunition-chests, making hunting-shirts, re-
pairing houses for barracks,. guard-house, &c., &c., the
amount of which Icannot as yet ascertain, I have to re-
quest your order on the Treasurer for one hundred and fifty
pounds, to discharge the above bills, which shall be ac-
counted for by, gentlemen, your most obedient humble ser-
vant, M. GIST.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

N. B. The bearer, Lieutenant Winder, waits upon you
for the qrder M. G.

...
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WILLIA:\f LUX TO DA~IEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER:

llaltimore, March 15, 1776.

DEARSIR: Captain Nicholson is very desirous of having
.

twenty Riflemen among his Marines, and has sent to Fre-
derick, where he is likely to succeed. Of course he will
want the rifles. They will cost six pounds apiece. Please
to consult your Council, and let me know immediately, as
Captain 'Brown has an offer of ten very fine ones, and the
others can be got at Frederick.

I congratulate you on the arrival of the brig Wild Duck.
I suppose you will want our part of the cargo. Mr. Bowley
is gone. to Philadelphia. As soon as I hear from ,him, I
will wait on you, unless you come to Baltimore, which I
believe is safest.

I am, honourable sir, you~ obedient and faithful servant,
WILLIAM Lux.

To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq.

MARYL~ND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN NICHOLSON.

[No. 59.] AnnapoJis, March 15, 1776.

SIR: The spirited and prudent conduct which you mani-
fested in repelling the late hostile attack on the persons and
properties of your fellow-citizens, and defeating the designs
and attempts of our invaders, give us real satisfaction, and
entitle you to our thanks. We, therefore, with pleasure re-
turn them to you, and desire you will also communicate
them to the volunteers that accompanied you, and the offi-
cers and men under your command, as our acknowledg-
ments are likewise due to their gallantry.

.

Weare, &c.

To Captain James Nicholson, Commander of the Ship De-
fence.

MARYL'AND COUNCIL OF S,AFETY TO DELEGATES IN CON-
GRESS.

[No. 60.] Annapolis, March 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have requested Mr. Bowley to pur-
chase, on account of this Province, the private adventures
df powder imported in the Wild Duck, Captain Tibbett,
lately arrived in Delaware, at such price as you may advise.
,"Ve therefore desire your assistance in that matter; and are,
gentlemen,

Yours, &c.

To the Deputies of Maryland in Congress.

PRESIDEr.--r OF CONGRESS TO NEW-JERSEY COMMIttEE OF

SAFETY.

PhilaJelphia, March 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: From the intelligence lately received both
from Boston and England, there is but too much reason to
believe our implacable enemies are determined to bend
their iDrce against New-York, and endeavour_ to possess
themselves of that important post.

The Congress have therefore thought proper to order
Colonel Dayton's Battalion thither, and rely that you will
exert your most strenuous endeavours in arming and for-
wardipg them. But lest the enemy should come before
our troops are prepared to receive them, or in case they
should come with a superior force, the Congress have em-
powered the Continental commander to call in the aid of the
Militia of that and the neighbouring Colonies, agreeable to
the enclosed resolve; and I am directed to request you to
hold your Militia in readiness to march in such numbers,
and at such times, as he may desire.

The alertness and zeal you have hitherto shown, render
it unnecessary to use any argnments to enforce this request.
I trust, by the blessing of God, our united and spirited ex-
ertions will batHe the designs of our enemies; and, notwith-
standing all their attempts, secti¥e and preserve the liberties
of our country.

I am, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient, hum-
ble servant J H

.
.' OHN ANCOCK, Preszdent.

To the Honourable the Convention or Committee 01Safety
of New-Jersey.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO NEW-YORK COIDIITTEE OF

SAFETY.

Philade]p~a, March 15,1776.

GENTLEMEN: As it is now apparent that our enemies
mean tQ prosecute this cruel and unjust war with unrelent-
ing fury, and as every intelligence assures us thatthey mean
to bend their force against your Colony, I would not do you
the injustice to suppose there will be any occasion to use
arguments to stimulate you to exert your most strenuous
endeavours to expedite the raising and arming the battalions
ordered to be raised in your Colony for its defence.

Enclosed I send you the commisSions for the Field-Offi~ers.
If any of them are provided for in Canada, they are to con-
tinue there, and others will be elected in their room. Such of
them as are in Canada, and unprovided for, have orders imme-
diately to repair to their respective regiments. Lest our ene-
mies should come upon you before tlle Continental Troops
can be in readiness to receive them, or in case they should
come with superior force, the Congress have tbought proper
to empower the Continental commander at New- York to
call to his assistance the Militia of your Colony, and that of
Connecticut and New-Jersey, agreeable to the enclosed re-
solve. And I have it in command to request you to hold
your Militia in readiness to march in such nllmbers, and at
such time, as he may desire.

The Congress have ordered five tons of powder for the
use of the troops employed in your defence" which will be
forwarded with the utmost expedition. '

The Colonel of the Third Battalion is not appointed, for
reasons that wiII be mentioned by your Delegates, to whQse
letter I beg leave to refer you. .

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your very humble
servant .,

JOHN HANcoCJ(, Preszdent.

To the Honourable the Convention of New- York.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO LORD STIRLING.

Philadelphia, March 15, 1776.

I had the honour of receiving )'our letters of
13th, which were immediately laid before

~h LORD:

the 12th and
Congress.

Whatever may be the designs of General Howe, it ap-
pears, from all the intelligence received, more than probable
that the Ministry will make an effort to gain possession of
New- York. It is therefore the desire of Congress by all
possible means to provide for the defence of that place.
They have the satisfaction to find, by the report of a Com-
mittee appointed to confer with General Lee on that sub-
ject, that though the City of New- York cannot easily be
made defensible against an attack by sea, yet it may be
made an advantageous ~eld of battle, and that, by works
thrown up in proper places, the enemy may be prevented
from gaining possession of it, and making it a place of arms.
It is therefore the desire of Congress that you would exert
the utmost diligence in erecting the works and perfecting the
defences agreeable to the plan he left you.

.

By the enclosed resolves, you will perceive the Congress
have voted eight thousand men for the defence of the Colo-
ny of New- York. Three battalions and a company of Rifle-
men from Pennsylvania, and. one battalion f~om New-Jer-
sey, are ordered to join you with ,all expedition. Colonel
Irvine's Battalion and the Rifle Company are said to be
completely arnIed. The rest are not so well provided as.
could be wished; but by the resolve for taking the aims
out of the hands of the disaffected and non-Associators, it
is hoped they may be soon supplied. As the tempest ap-
proaches, and threatens to burst upon them, I flatter myself
the Convention of New- York will strain every nerve in
speedily raising and arming the four battalions ordered to
be raised there for the defence of their Colony.

Until these battalions can be got ready, the Congress
approve your calling some Militia to your aid; and I am di-
rected to request the Governour of Connect1:cut,and the Con-
ventions of New- York and New-Jersey, to hold their Mili-
tia in readiness to march in such. numbers, and at such ti.mes,
as may be desired by the commander of the forces at New-
York. This large power, I have no doubt, will be exer-
cised with the greatest discretion as the exigence of aff.1.irs
may require. The Congress have a just sense of the im-
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portance of defending New- York; but as they conceive this
may be done by the means pointed out, they would not have
the measures interrupted which are taken for accomplishing
th~ir views in Canada. I have it, therefore, in command,
to direct you to order the troops destined for Canada to pro-
ceed on their march agreeably to their former orders.

I have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lordship's most
obedient humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, Pre~ident.

To the Right Honourable Lord Stirlin!!, at New- York.

Tbe . enclosed letter for Governour Trumbull, I beg the
favour you wi!l immediately for!Ward to him by a fresh ex-
press, and return to me the man I send to you as soon as
your despatches are ready.

.

P!tESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBUI.L.'

Philadelphia, March 15, 1776.

"

SIR: The intelligence received from sundry quarters puts
It beyond a doubt tpat tllfJ Ministry have their eyes upon
New- York, and mean by their troops to make a diversion
there. Whether this will be done by GenerallIowe, or by
forces coming from Britain, is uncertain. But as that is a
place of great importance, the Congress are anxious to de-
vise means for its defence. For this purpose, they ha,'e
ordered a number of battalions to be raised; but for want
of the !3upplies expected from abroad, those that are raised
are very deficient in arms.

"

Measures, however, are taking
to procure arms for them. In another way. In the mean
time, (lest an attack should be made before our forces are
prepared to receive them, or in case the enemy should come
with a superior force,) the Congress have thoug~t itjJrudent
to empower the Continental commander at New~ York to
call in the aid of the Militia from that and the neighbouring
Colonies. And I have. it in command, to request you,
agreeably to the enclosed resolve, to hold your Militia in
readiness to. march ih such rmmbers, and at such times, as
he may des1fl~.

The importance of the service, and the distinrruished zpal. b

you, Sir, and the good people of your CQlony, have dis-
covered in this glorious struggle, give the strongest assu-
rance that you will comply with this request, and exert your
utmost efforts to repel our hostile invaders, and prevent them
from g<\ining possession of a post from which they may so
much annoy these Colonies.

I have tbe honour to be, with every sentiment of esteem,
honourable sir, your very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To the Honourable Governour Trumbull, at Lebanon, Con-
necticut.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO LORD STIRLING.
PhiladeJphia, March 15,1776.

~

M~ LORI~:I had the honour of writing to you this
mornmg. Smce the express set off, I have received your
letter of the 14th, which was immediately communicated to
Congress. In consequence of which, I have it in com-
mand to direct you to send forward the powder destined
for Cambridge, unless you have received express advice
from Genera:! Washington that the enemy's fleet and army
have quitted Boston, and sailed wt of that harbour.

The five tons of powder which I mentioned in my letter
of this mQrning, to be intended for the troops under your
command, \vill be sent forward with all possible despatch.

I have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lordship's obe-
dient humble servant,

J OIJN HANCOCK, President.

To Lord Stirling, at New- York.

JOSEPH !tEED TO GEN,ERAL WASHJNGTON.

Philade]phia, March 15, 1776.

1\fy DEARGENERAL: This morning your exprC$S arrived,
with an account of the interestinO" events which have taken
place since this month began. tbeg leave to congratulate
you on appearances so favourable to the interests of our
country, and your own character; not that, in my opinion,
it was the least clouded by your inactivity, as the causes

were well known; but it is certain tpat enterprise and suc-
cess give a brilliance and lustre, which cannot be uPilccept-
able to a good mind. 'Ve shall be very aI,lxious for further
accounts, as these have left you at a critical period of sus-
pense, when we are led to expect some very important
change may soon happen.

I shall be careful of your confidential account of your
Council of 'Val'. I wish the event may prove me mistaken,
but I am strongly possessed with an idea that some membe~
of your Council never will cOncur in' any measurQ which
leads to danger; and I think you will make less and 1ess use
of them in that way every day you are with them.

Thomas; I presume you know, is made a Major-Genera], -
and ordered tQ Canada, where old 1f'ooster was throwing
everything into confusion, and a superior officer was neces-
sary to keep the peace. I de) not much like their thus
taking awar the I?en on whom you may most trust; but
your camp IS considered as a school, and I fear the service
will require all their separated attention and ability. I wrote
you beR>re, that General Lee was ordered to Virginia, Armr
strong to South- Carolina, and Thompson to New- York.

We have everything to fear from the southward: a cursed
spirit of disaffecti~n has ~ppe"ared in the back parts of North
and SOl1tfr-Cm"obna, which, If not subdued before the forces
an'iye from En~land, will prove a most formidable piece of
busll1ess, especially when connected with the hosts of Ne-
gro:s in the lower part of the country. Instead of painting
their strength and power of resistance in ostentatious terms
as is the fashion of some folks, the gentlemen of that coun~
try acknowledge their weakness, and dread the consequences.
I am really concerned for old Armstrong; I think the c1i-
in ate will destroy him.

You have had much reason to think the Congress neglect
3:0ur ca.mp in the article of ammunition; but I hope by the
time this reaches you, ten tons of our last importation will
be in your camp. The vessel brought but three hundred
stand of arms, but they are the best yet imported.

'If Howe should leave Boston, we expect he will make
for New- York; and, at all events, we look upon that as one
of the scenes of the summer business: in the former case, I
find it supposed you will move southward. By General Lee's
account, no dep~ndallce is.to be put on their professions, and
the late de!e~atlOn (ran; Congress came back with a very
slender Opll110n of their conduct, which is timid and trim-
ming to the greatest degree. I ani glad you have informed
me how the matter stood with the Cop,necticu~ men. I had
no .doubt but ~he .step you. too~ was founded upon necessity,
which .would Jllstlfy the dlrectll1g troops to be raised; but I
found It gave an alarm to some folks, and I believe I hinted
it in a former letter; but Your state must and I doubt not

.
has.

'"
",

given penec~ satisfact~on. I h.ave.thought it a duty I owe
you to r~entlon any.thmg of this kll~doccurring, as your dis-
tance might otherwise prevent a sUItableeXplanation.

Most of.yo~r camp equipage will be completed this week,
or the begmnmg of next. .

I shall obey your commands with
respect to the wagon and horses. There will be no diffi-
culty about the money, should the Treasurer here have any
scruples, as I shall advance it, and we can settle that when
we meet. I had ordered the tables, and scveral other
things which appeared to me to be necessary, though not in
your order. I hope, when you see them, tlrey will prove
agreeable. I have consulted economy as much as I thouO"ht
consistent with your rank and station. Most of oUr \vorkn~en
are SUC? strangers to these things that they are very slow
and tedious. Two of the tents are finished, and the other just
con~pleted. I am never happier than ~hen I am on your
busll1ess, so that you may depend upon It that I shall spare
no pains to have them done in the best manner and for-
warded with the greatest expedition. '

The destruction of the mortars, is very extraordinary; there
certainly must be some want of skill in the management of
them.

I suppose old Putt was to command the detachrnent in-
tended for Boston, on the 5th instant, as I do not know any
officer but himself who could have been depended on for
so hazardous a service. Should Howe decamp, I cannot
say I should much regret that day's passing over so quietly
as, if the troops had behaved well, there would have been ~
great loss; and, if ill, would have ruined your whole plan.

We have some accounts from Virginia, that Colonel
lIenry has resigned in disgust at npt being made a General
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Officer; but it rather gives satisfaction than otherwise, as his
abilities seem better calculated for the Senate than the field.
"\Ve have no very late accounts from thence. A man-of-war
and some tenders lately went up to Baltimore, and gave them
an alarm which drove all their women, children, and valu-
able effe~ts, out of town; but we have heard nothing since.

Poor Frye! Heaven and earth was moved to get him
in-he was everything that was grea.t and wonderful; now,
I suppose we shall hear no more of ?iI?'

Not a syllable yet from our fleet-It IS fourwe~ks t?-mor-
row si~e they left our Cap,es. Should they fall In.w~t~ th,e
twelve men-of-war conveymg the transports to Vlrgznw, It
is all over with them; and we think there is very great dan-
ger of it. My next must certainly give some intelligence.

Now for our own news. The packet arrived last week
at New- York, and in her came passenger lVIr.Robert Tem-
ple, (owner of the late beautiful fan~ below .our lines.) He
came to town last night. . The report IS,that, m papers under
his buttons, he has brought a letter from Arthur Lee, ad-
vising that the Commissioners were coming out instructed to
settle the disputer: to get from us as much as they can; but,
if peace cannot be had on their tenns, t? make it o~ ours.
I mention it to you as a report; for to me It seems so mcon-
sistent with all that we have seen and heard, that I do not
believe a word of it. I shall get more certain intelligence
soon of his business; and it shall make a part of my next letter.
We every moment expect to hear of these gentry's arrival;
they are, if possible, to treat with the Assemb]ies, but if
that cannot be obtained, then with Congress. A little time
will show what we are to expect from this new project.
For my part, I can see nothing to be hop~d From it" but it
has laid fast hold of some here, and made ItS ImpressIOn on
the Congress. It is said the Virginians are so alarmed with
the idea of independence, that they have sent Mr. Braxton
on purpose to turn the vote of that Colony, if any question
on that subject should come before Congress. To tell you
the truth, my dear sir, I am infinitely more afi'aid of these
Commissioners than their Genera]s and Armies. If their pro-
positions are plausible, and behaviour artful, I am appre-
hensive they will divide us: there is so much suspicion in
ConO"ress, and so much party on this su~ject, that very little
mor: fuel is required to kindle the flame. It is high time
for the Colonies to begin a gradual change of Delegates;
private pique, prejudice, and suspicion, will make its way into
the breasts of even good men, sitting long in such a. coun-
ci] as ours; and whenever that is the case, their deliberations
will be disturbed, and the publick interest of course suffer.

We have made a very great change in the councils of
this Province, and I hope a favourable one for the common
cause, having introduced seventeen new members at once
into the House of Assembly. The increase of representation
is in those parts of the Province where the spirit of liberty
most prevails, and, of consequence, our measures will partake
of it.

We have had a vessel load of linens, on account of Con-
gress, arrived within these few days past; but I do not hear a
word of tents. What our Anny is expected to do without
them, I cannot conceive.

Lord Stirling has stopped some of our troops bound to
Canada, as it is not possible to keep the Connecticut people

beyond their own time. General Lee, with great difficulty,
induced some of them to prolong their stay two weeks,
which I believe was more than could be done with you.

Mr. Deane, of Connecticut, is gone to Europe; his errand
may be guessed, though little is said about it. The French.
vessels begin to find their way to our ports, two or three
having come in this spring; but their cargoes are chietfy Ttest-
India goods; a ]ittle, very ]ittle powder, merely as a cover.

Since writing the above, I have conversed with some gen-
.tlem~nwho have seen Mr. Temple. I find he only brings
two letters, written by Doctor Lee to himself, and that his in-
fonnation of the powers of the Commissioners is not bui] t on
any certain a.uthority, but rather his own conjectl}res. He
says the MiDist~y. are resolved on peace if to be had: they
are willing to treat with Congress, ~ut the King would not hear
of it. The difficulty of recruiting is very great inFJngland,
Scotland, and Illland-scarce a man more to be had on any
terms. I send you a morning paper, containing the current
news. My respectful compliments, with Mrs. Reed's, to Mrs.
Washington; and am, dear sir, most sincerely and affec-

tionately, yours. JOSEPH REED.

JOHN SMITH * TO THE CONGRESS.

March 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I am once more obliged to apply for an
en]arO"ement, on some terms, or an alleviation of this,rigid
confi~ement. An application before this from me, I am
told, has not been laid before you. Mr. Dewees gave it to
John Haru;ock, Esq., last month. I was hopeful that gen..
tleman would have laid it before the Congress, and flatter
myself he will still do me that favour. Pain fill as my pre.-
sent situation is, complaining is equally so ; and as you must
now be sufficiently acquainted with every circumstance of
it I would choose to avoid repetitions. An imprisonment
like this cannot be intt)l)deq merely as a confinement; it is
much more-it is a punishment, by its long continuan~e, of
the severE;st kind, and greatly aggravated by want of health,
air and exercise. If meant as such, I would be exceedingly
gldd to know the crime alleged for the cause of it, as punish-
ing a person without infc)nning him for what, is very ,inad~-
quate to its intention. In this light I cannot but ~ew It,
being deprived of the smal1 liberties allowed to all pnsoners
whatever, even common soldiers. Mr. Cameron and I are
now the only persons suffering ih this cruel manner. ,'What
should render us so partif~ularly and personally obnoxIous, J
for my own part, am greatly at a loss to guess;. but I, am
now hopeful that the gentlemen of the Congress wIll consIder
this distressing situation, and, for the present, grant me the
same indulgence as the other prisoners have. On these
terms I will engage in the meantime not to corr~spond,
unless with the approbation of some of the CommIttee, or
in such manner as may be prescribed to, gentlemen, your
obedient and very humble servant,

J. S)HTH.
To the Gentlemen of the Congress.

-
NEWARK (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE.

Committee-Chamber , Newark, M"rch 15, 1776,
The Committee; taking into consideration a Petition from

a respectable number of inhabitants of this Township, and
persuaded of the expediency of preventing undue advan..
tages being taken by reason of the scarcity of sundry articles,
in consequence of the present contest with Great Britain,
have resolved to regulate the prices of West-India product,
to be sold in this Township, as [ol1ows,to wit:

West-India Rum, 6s. 3d., :New-York currency, per gallon,
or smaller quantity.

Jamaica Spirits, 7s. 9d. per ditto.
Mo]asses, - - 3s. '2d. per ditto.
Country Rum, - 4s. Od.per ditto.
Coffee, - - Is. 3d. per lb. or smallerquantity.
Chocolate, - - '2s.Od.per ditto.
Loaf-sugar, - 1s. 6d. per ditto, by the loaf.
Lump-sugar, - 1s. 4d. per ditto, by ditto.
Muscovado do. 4s. 9d. per ditto.
Salt, - 5s. Od. per bushel.
Pepper, - 6s. Od. per pound.

III adjusting which, the Committee, being of opinion that
the prices here must, of necessity, be governed by those
fixed at New- York, have considered the late restrictions by
the Committee there, as a proper basis; and have allowed
such additions thereto, for the retailers here, as are reason-.
able for their loss in gauging, waste, smal1 drafts, &c.,
freight, cartage, and a compensation for buying and selling.
And it is hereby recommended to all venders and retailers
of the above articles, that they neither demand nor receive
therefor any greater prices than are ascertained by the above
regulations, during the coo.tinl1anceof the above-mentioned
restrictions in J.Vew-York.

And it is ResQlved, and hereby Declared, That, on proof
being made to this Committee of any person having, after
the publication hereof, contravened, or in anywise acted in
defiance of the said recommendation, the delinquent shall
be exposed by name to publick view, and. as an enemy to

" "Determined never to acknowledge or submit to the authority of the
Congress, unless by compulsion, I was much at a loss in what manner,
or for what purpose to address them; and I concluded only to request,
that they would either render my confinement supportable, or order me
to irnmediaie execution, which I infinitely preferrcd to my present situa-
tion of being destroyed by inches. This I transmitted to them by the

jailer, written with a pencil upon the back of a common playing
card."~J. F. D. SlUTS.
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his country. Not only all persons will be prohibited having
any dealing or intercourse with him, but neither his person
!Jor estate will receive protection from this Committee.

Published by order of the Committee:
LEWIS OGDEN, Chairman. .
ISAACHEDDEN, Secretary pro tem.

E~SEX COUN?,V (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE TO LQRD STIRLING.

Newark Cowmittec-Chamber, March 15, 1776.

My LORD: With Captain Josiah Pierson, tpe bearer,
comes the fi1'Stcompany of the Militia of this County that
is ready to march. We have divided the three hundred
men agreed to be sent to your assistance into four com-
panies; The other three companies, we expect, will mareh
to-morrow, so as to be in New-York to-morrow evening.
We have agreed to send only one Field-Officer with this
detachment, who is Lieutenaot-Colonel JlVard. 'We hope
you will not only be pleased with the appearance, but also
with ihe conduct of this detachment.

Agreeably to the request of the New- York Provincial
Congress, to send a Quartermaster, we have appointed Mr.
Samuel Hayes to that post. He has been an Adjutant for
some time past of the battalion in this town.

.

By order:
'VILI,IAM BURNET,

Chairman of the County Committee.
To Lord Stirling.

My LORD: Since writing the above letter, and just as
we were despatching it, we received a copy of a letter
sent to your Lordship by the Chairman of the Elizabeth-
town Committee, and also a letter from their Clerk, from
which we are afraid no men will come from Elizabethtown,
which was to send one hundred and fifty-the half of the
number proposed. However, ~e shall endeavour to prevail
with them to furnish their quoTa, and hope we shaH suc-
ceed.

LORD STIRLING TO COLONEL DAYTON.

New-York, March 15,1776.

SIR: I wrote to you some days since to get your reai-
ment in order for marching as soon as possible. You :re
now hereby required to march the regiment to this place
by compames, as soon as you can arm and accoutre them,
making the companies complete with arms and accoutre-
ments, one out of the other, and then immediately to de-
spatch them. STIRLING.

To ~olonel Dayton, commanding the Third Regiment of
New-Jersey Troops in the Continental service at Eliza-
bethtown.

LORD STIRLING TO GENERAL WAS:gINGTON.

New-York, March 15,1776.

l\h DEAll GENERAL: On JlVednesday last I received Mr.
.Moylan's letter of the 9th, and immediately sent forward to
Philadelphia the express who brought it. J communicated
the intelligence to the Provincial Convention then sitting. We
have eve: since been taking every ~1easure in our power to
secure thIs place and Long-Island, III such a manner as will
prevent the enemy from making any lodgment in either of
them.. The Convention has very cheerfully and spiritedly
come mto every measure I proposed to them, as you will see
by the enclosed paper, which will best iuform you of the
steps we have taken. Three hundred and seventy half-
barrels of powder arrived here yesterday from Philadelphia
for your camp; but the casks are in sucn a shattered con-
dition, that one half of it would be lost before it could pro-
ceed one hundred miles farther. I have therefore ordered
the whole of it to be started into good strona tiaht casks
which wil.l be. done by Monday ne~t, by which ti~e I hop~
to have dIrectIOns from Congress mther to send it forward
or detain it in this place. You will, by the same enclosed
paper, see the state of that article in this place.

March 17.,-1 have this evening received despatches from
the Congress, by which I find they have resolved that cight
thousand men beTo~dered for the defence of this Colony.
But as I know the Incomplete state most of the reaiments
ordered for this service are nOWin, I am sure that ~ot one
half of them will be here and fit for service these fOJ,lr~r

five weeks. I have, therefore, been obliged to call in some
l\Iilitia (perhaps two thousand may come) to act in the
mean time as fatigue in carrying on the works. I mention
this circumstance, that, in case the Ministerial Troops do ac-
tually leave Boston, it may not be supposed that the troops
voted, are or can be here in any probable time to oppose
them. We have in the whole, here at present, but about
two thousand men, exclusive of the Militia of the city, which
mayamoupt to about.as many more. The latter have very
cheerfully turned out on hltigue for the last three days, and
we are 'all. hands employed in fortifying such posts as were
thought most proper by General Lee and myself, after seve-
ral times viewing the whole ground on Long-Island, as well
as on this.

.

I am, your most obedient humble servant,
STIRLING.

To His Excellency General Washington.
-

. ~

FREDERICKSBURGH (WES'TCHESTER COUNTY, NEW-YORK,)

COM.MITTEE.

Frcdcricksburgh Committee, March 1);, 1776.

Whereas Isaac Bates hath been represented to this Com-
mittee as being unfriendly to our country; we have had him
under examination, and find him guilty of said charge. We
therefore refer him to the honourable County Committee
for further examination.

.

Fredcricksburgh, March 15, t 776.

Isaac Bates, upon being taken up as a deserter, by an ad-
vertisement from Elijah Oakley, Lieutenant under Captain
Comfort Ludinton, of Colonel JacQbusSwartwout's Regi-
ment of Minute-men, ple~ds and says, that said Lieute-
nant Oakley did release him.

In support of which plea he produced the evidences,
whose depositions are as follows:

I, Abraham Birdsal, of lawful age, being sworn before
the Chairman of the Committee, do testify and say: that
on the 5th of this instant, ])larch, being at the house of
Cornelius Fuller, I heard Elijah Oakley say he would give
any man two shillings who \vould set his name to such a
paper. Whereupon Isaac Bates said he would set pis name
to it; and the said Oakley said he would give him fourshil-
lings if he would; and finally said, as he could not make
change, he would give him a six-shilling bill, lawful money-;
and, as Bates took the pen, Oakley says, If you do write
your name there, yon shall go; and Bates says, I mean to
go; and wrote on the bottom, of the paper, as I supposed,
his name; but I understood by others (for I cannot read
writing) that he wrote, "Elijah Oakley may kiss my -
-, Isaac Bates;" at which Oakkywas mad, and swore
he should go. 'Vhereupon Bates says, "Why, you are not
mad, are you? I was only in a joke." "Joke, or no joke,"
said Oakley, "you shall go." But aftenvards I saw Bates
giv: Oakley the bill again, and saw Oakley tear off a piece,
willch I suppose was what Bates had written; and I under-
stood by Oakley that he had disdlarged him. 'Vhereupon
I said to Bates, " Since Oakley is so fair with you, you ought
to treat him;" and he immediately called for a grog, al)d
did treat him.

I, John Chase, of lawful age, being sworn before the
Chairman of the Committee, do testify to the whole of the
foregoing deposition; and further, that when Oaklt:y took
the bill, he said he would see if it was the same bill which
he gave Bates, and went to the lIght and said, "Yes, it is the
sa!lle bill which I gave you." .~'Now," said I to Mr. Oak-
ley, " you and Isaac are clear, are you not?" " Yes," said
Mr. Oakley, "we are clear; it was only a joke."

We do suspect the above-mentioned Elijah Oakley of
being unfriendly to the country, from his conduct in inlisting
Isaac Bates, who was known to be a professed Tory, and
taking him out of our haI)ds when we were about to deal
with him, and then discharged him ; but, at the Sal11etime,
positively affirmed to us that lJTwould make,him go ; and
finally did advertise him, when he Ijever kept out of his
way. .

By order of the Committe~ of Fredericksburgh..
DAVID SMITH, .Chairman.

:March 16, 1776.
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ISAAC NICOLL TO NEW-YOIlK CONGRESS.

Fort CQnstitQtion, March 15,' 1776.

GENTLEMEN: This garrison is greatly in want of many
articles at present, especially sauce, beef, soap, candles,
drink, and fuel; neither have we had any fresh provision for
two months past; the want of which necessaries discourage
the men very much, as they work daiJy. Weare aJso in
want of pots, trammels, bowls, and dishes, for the Barracks,
as there are none here but what the Commissiopers claim,
and say they must have to carry t9 Pooploap's Kill. There
must be a sufficient quantity of those necessaries provided
and spnt here shortly, or the garrison will be in a bad situa-
tion when the Commissioners call for theirs. I should not
lmve troubled you with these matters, but bave wrote to
Mr. Livingston, according to your former directions, on this
head, and received for answer that Mr. Phelps (appointed to
provide for the fortr.css) would be here in a short time, and
make the necessary provision; but he has not attended yet,
neither do I know when he wiII.

Enclosed you have an account delivered to me by the
Commissioners for powder, baJl, and cartridge paper, by them
delivered to Captain Raymond previous to my taking the
command here; none of which he returned. You can deal
with him for them as you think proper. Severa] of the
Minute-men now in garrison are destitute of guns; neither
are they able to procure them by reason of their scarcity.
There are a number of good arms in the store, but ~he
Commissioners are not wiJling to let them go without orders,
as they were directed to keep them safe in their custody. ,I
think it would be proper to let the men have arms and ac-
coutrements, in order that they may be disciplined to the
use of them, provided the commanding officer of any such
deficient company win give his receii)t for them, and ~n-
gage to return them, when he is discharged fi'om this gar-
rison, as good as he received them. -

It is absolu1elynecessary that a baker be fixed here upon
some certain principle, made by the Commissary. While
Captain Raymond commanded, he gave the flour to a ba-
ker, who returned an equal weight of bread; and a!Jowed
him soldier's pay, with all attendance that he required;
which I think is too much, amounting, I suppose, to ten
or twelve pounds per rnonth. I have partly agreed "fith the
same man (who is a good baker, and now out of town) for
four pounds per month; but he requires to have his wood
and people to attend upon him, and I do not know what to
do about closing tbe bargain. I would be glad of some in-
8t111ctionsin the premises, or that a baker may be otherwise
appointed.

As there is no Commissary attending here, and as I think
it absolutely necessary that one should attend, if none of
those alreadyappoinied can be ordered here, I would re-
comm,md Captain Thomas JJIojfit to that office as a proper
person. I expect to be able to make a return of the state
of my regiment, having issued the necessary orders for that
purpose.

I am, gentlemen, your most
.servant,

obedient and very humble

ISAAC NICOLL.

To Colonel Nathaniel 1f7oodlmll, President of the Provin-
cial Congress.

-
LEVI PAWLING TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

Miubletown, March 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Yours ofthe 16th ultimo came safe to hand,
and, with astonishment, we perused the contents; the more
so, as we have been informed that, in cases similar to that
of ours, you have been very careful that officers should not
he superseded. Permit us, gentlemen, to ask whether the
resolve, respecting the filling up of vacancies, cannot bear
these three different constructions, viz: virtual, natural,
and literal. If either of the two former, then we think we
have c,ommitted no error in what we have done. If we have,
we have done it with no j!J design; for we assure you that
we have nothiIlg more at h,eart than the maintaining of
peace and good order a~ng us, and that the worthy and
deserving should be promoted, and not superseded; the
consequence of which is re~.entment, division, and discord,
which we think ought to be prevented, if possible.

We, in obedience to the directions from your honourable
body, called the company of the Southwest District together

on the 6th instant, and in a friendly manner advised them
to promote the subalterns who had served under their late
Captain. The company proceeded, and Mr. John lIas-
brmu:k was chosen by a majority of votes. The subalterns
thereupon withdrew, and deferred declaring their intention
till the 9th instant, when they delivered at our table the
enclosed address and dedaration, containing a formal resig-
nation, with the reason thereof; which, in compliance with
their request,. we have the honour of transmitting to your
honourable Board. Upon wJ1ich we called the company
together again on the 12th instant, and acquainted them of
the vacancies; when they proceeded and chose Jacobus
Roosa First. Liutenant, .Jacobus Brown Hasbrouck Second
Lieutcnal.lt, and :joseph lIasbrouck, Jun., Ensign; which
we expect, together with the above elected Captain, your
Honours with commission.

\Ve beg leave to assure you that the Southwest District
is in a most unhappy condition, and the only means \ve can
think of at present to assuage the spirit of discord in said
District is, to grant the. prayers of those who have !>igned
the enclosed petition.

In the mean time we remain, with due respect, your Ho.
nours' obedient humble servant.

By order of the Committee:.
LEVI PAWLING, Chairman.

To the Honourable Provincial Congress of the Province of
New-York.

COLOKEL PORTER TO JAMES WARREN.

Hadley, March 15, ]776.

HONOURED SIR: When I last left you, I was in hopes
that by this time I should have .been able to write to you
from Quebeck; but the backwardness of some towns to en-.
courage their men to enga&.e, and the zeal of individuals to
hinder any from inlisting m the service, has hitherto 'pre-
vented my march. I should 10 injustice to my country
and to Colonel IIowe, of Belchertown, if I did not give him
tbe credit of being foremost in the latter class, and of being
the instrument (with his son, whom be has constantly em-
ployed in the service) of hindming at least four towns from
turning out a single man. One full company marched from
J.Vorthampton on the 3d instant; another company (though
nOt full) marched the day before yesterday; a third is to
march on ]}Ionday next. The others, I expect, will follow
within a week from that time, though I doubt whether they
will be any of them quite full. One great difficulty in
completing the regiment has been the want of fire-arms.
Most of those who are now willing to engage have been
in the service the summer past, and were obliged to leave
their guns in the Army, and have not yet received their
pay for them, and have not been able to purchase others
for want of it.

The Commhtee that have been sent by the Court have
purchased all the guns amongst us that are worth taking;
so that those who have not yet inlisted must be obliged to
go with guns which a man would not be wi1Iing to venture
his life with, unless the General will consent to have the
guns which have been purchased here sold to. the soldiers.
The expense of purchasing a gun,&c., (which almost
everyone has to do who inlists,) has made the soldiers insist
upon some encouragement being given them by the towns;
alIeging that the four pounds they were to receive would
hardly purchase the arms that they were obliged by the
inlistment to furnish themselves with. Most of the towns
where they have raised the men have given ten dollars per'
man for their quota; others have decIine~ .giving anything,
and of consequence no rnen can be obtamed.

To remedy these inconveniences, I have sent into other
Counties. The same difficulties are there, and they do not
view themselves under any obligations to exert themselves
to remove them, because they are not particularly called
upon by the Court. I have been unwilling to apply for
leave to recruit from those now in the Army at Cambridrre
and Roxbury, because of the i~portant movements tl~tt
were daily expected, and have now been made, and to
which I wish all possible success. I have sent over the
line, into Ncw- York Government, (where a number of Nf;UJ-
England people have settled, who refuse going with the
Yotk officers, and have 'applied to me to join my regiment,)
for a number to fill up the companies. What 'success I
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TO THE HONOURA13LE THE COUNCIL OF SAFETY OF THE

PROVINCE OF MARYLAND.
£1,398 8 f"Ve hereby certify, that an enrolment of a company 0

100 0
Militia, bearing date the 30th of November, 1775, to which

1,398 8
is annexed a certificate of the officers chosen for the same,

312 16
bearing date the 16th of December, 1775, was lately re-

__ turned to us. We further certify, that the said enrolment
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Corporals, ,and one Drummer, and fifty-seven Pnvates.
We therefore pray, with the approbation of your Board,
that commissions may issue thereon.

Signed per order of Committee of Observation:.
JAMES MURRAY, Chairman.

Cambridge, Dorchester County, March 16, ] 776.

shan have I know not. I intend to call upon them in a
few days myself, to know what has been, or can be done.

In the recess of the Court I \\-Tote to Colonel ltIijflin for
some more money to defray the expense of marching the
regiment to Canada, supposing that I should march myself
before I could have opportunity to apply to the General
Court. The person I sent the letter by was not careful to
deliver it in season, soas to have a return by the way that
I expected, and I have. not yet received my answer. I am
obliged, therefore, to send the bearer of this with an appli-
cation to the honourable Assembly for a further sum of mo-
ney. I received, by order of Court, of the Treasurer one
hundred pounds, to purchaseaxes, kettles, &c., and to de-
fray the travelling expenses; which sum is far short of what
will be necessary. I am also to pay the officers one
mon..th's advance wages, for which no provision has been
made. As there is a Sl)m of money now in the Treasury,
(sent by the honourable Continental Congress to defray the
expenge of raising this regiment,) more than what has been
paid out to me, I would request that the whole, or such
part as the Court pleases, of the remainder might be sellt
to me for the above purpose; for which sum I will be ac-
countable. The sum seni by the honourable Continental
Congress (if I remcmber right) was £3,750.
I received, by order of January 21st, - - -
By order of .January 22, for which I left an

order on Colouel MijJlin, - - - - - -
Received of MajorHawley on yourbehalf, -
Received of Major Hawley to pay for blankets,

So that there now remains in ,the 'J'reasury, af-
ter the blankets are paid for, and that order
of the £ 100 was taken back, and what re-
ceived fi'om you repaid, - £428 19

£3,750
--'-------

I would also just mention, that no provision has been
made for the payment of the travelling expenses before
they arrive to the Continental stores, which the soldiers
will expect to receive, either before they march or immedi-
ately upon their arrival at Canada. Whatever sum the
Court shall order to be sent, the bearer, (Elisha Dickin-
son,) who is an honest, careful man, wiJI bring to me, fQr
whose receipt I will be accountable., I purpose to set out
on Friday next myself, and go forward 'with all expedition.
I shall take it as a favour of you; sir, that you will despatch
the bearer as quick as possible, as he wi1l have little time
enough to return in before I set out. I should have wrote
to ~ome others of the Court, alpo, if I could get time. All
I Can get is whilst others are asleep. It is now past two in
the morning, and I have to write to the Genera] and to
Colonel MijJlin before the bearer calls upon me, which he
is to do by daybreak. Major Rawley is to set out on
:Monday next to attend Court. He will be able to inform
you of some extraordinary proceedings at Ber7csltire, &e.,
which I have not leisure to infonu you of by this convey-
MC~ .

You will please, sir, to present my sincere respects to
such of my worthy friends at Watertown as may inquire
after me.

'

.
Your Honours, &c., &c.,

ELISHA PORTER.

To the Honourable James Warren, Esq., at Watertown.

WI:(.LIA,M ENNALLS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Dorchester County, March 16, 1776.

GENTLEME:S: Yours of the 2d of February, enclosing a
resolve .of the Continental Congress for collecting gold
and silver in this Province, together with your appointment
of Mr. James Murray, Mr. Henry Steel, and myself, to
collect the Same in this.County, came to my hands, which
I irrimediately communicated to those gen.tlewen. Since

FOURTHSERIES.- VOL. V.

which we have made applications toall the principal men
of the County of whom we .apprehended there was any
chance of getting gold or silver; and I am sorry to i.nfonu
you the scarcity of specie is such that we are only able to
procure (including our own small stock) about five hundred
and twenty pounds; which sum we can immediately get, if
your Honours are pleased to send us an order on the Trea-
surer of the Eastern Shore for so much paper money to
pay in exchange for it; and will be pleased also to direct
the same Trea,surer to receive the gold and' silver of us,. as
we apprehend there may be a considerable risk in sending
it to the Treasurer of the 1Vestern Shore at. this time.
This account would have been sooner transmitted to you
had not the late alarm of the sloop-of-war and tenders in a
manner stopped the communication between this and An-
napolis.

I am, with great
servant,

regard, gentlemen, your most obedient

"V
ILLIAj)1 ENNALLS.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of MarylMd.

o

TO THE HONOURABLE THE COUNCIL OF SAFETY OF THE

PROVINCE OF MARYLAND.

We hereby 'certify, that an enrolment of a CGmpany of
Militia, bearing date the 1] th day of February, 1776, with
a certificate of officers for the same, was lately returned to us.
'We further certify, that the first enrolment was agreeable
to the resolves of the Convention, held at Annapolis 1he
26th of July last; and that.!t appears the following gentle-
men are elected officers, viz: Timothy McNemara, Cap-
tain; John Steward 1~lcNemara, First Lieutenant; Charles
Johnson, Second Lieutenant; John Carwa'Tlc,Ensign. That
the said company are called Friends to America; and that
there are to the same four Sergeants, four Corporals, one
Drummer, and sixty-eight Privates. We therefore pray, with
the approbation of your Board, that commissions may issue
thereon. '

Signed per order of the Committ~e of Observation:
JAMES ¥UR;RAY, Chairman.

Cambridge, Dorchester County, March 16, 1776.

BALTIMORECO~11\nTTEE TO MARYLAND corNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, March 16, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: This Committee, on the first alarm of Cap-
tain Squire's being coming up to this town, met, and took
into their serious consideration the _unprepared state thereof
to repel an attack; .and, therefore, thought it necessary to..
throw up two breastworks at FelPs Point, as well to pre;.. -

serve the town as to cover the Ship Defena, which was then
without the chief part of her guns. The acco\.mt of the
expense, as sOQnas it can be liquidated, will be laid before
you; and, as the necessity was urgent, we hope you will
readily support us. 'Ve also undertook to fit out a schoo-
ner, as a tender, Md to support the operations of Captain
Nicholson, and have proceeded some lengths in equipping

16
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her; and we beg to know from y~u whether it is your in-
tention that we shall proceed to fil1lsh and complete her for
the service of the Province, or whether you would desist
from prosecuting the matter any further. We judge the
purchase of the vessel and her outfit may amount to two
thousand pounds; and we are of opinion she wm be very
useful in scouring the coast from the incursions of the ten~
ders as she will mount ten guns, and carry seventy to one
hundred men. She is in such forwardness as to sail imme-
diately on getting her men. One of th.e breastwork~ (which
was mostly calculated to cover the shIp) mounts SIX guns,
llnd the other ten, and they were partieularly request~d to
be done by Captain Nicholson. Our fort at Tf'hetston~ is
ready to mount eight guns, and we shall use every exertIOn
to expedite it.

,"Ve are, with due respect, gentlemen, your most obedient
servants, WILLIAM Lux,

Deputy Chairman.
THOMAS HARRISON,
JOHN SMITH,
WILLIAM BUCHANAN,
JOHN BOYD,
JOHN MERRYMAN, JUN.,
JOHN STERETT.

To the Honourable Council of Safety of :MaryZand.

By the Committee of BALTrMOJl-ECounty:
Mr. Hercules CQurtney, as agent for Captain William

Stone, has in his possession eleven cannon of the following
sizes, according to the b~st information we can obtain, viz :
Two of twelve pounds, six of nine pounds, and three of
four ~)Ounds;all of which will be wanted for the defence of
Balttmore Town, if they are found good. This Commit-
tee directed carriages to be made to suit these guns, and on .
the late alarm removed and mounted them at Ff;ll's PoinJ.,
where they now remain, ready to be proved by such person
as the honourable Council of Safety may appoint.

WILLIAMLux:,
Deputy Chairman.

JOHN SMITH,

JOHN BoYD,

JOHN l\'IBRRYMAN, JUN.,

JOHN MOAI,E,

WILLIAM BUCHANAN,

THOMAS HARRISON,

JAMES CALHOUN.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.
March 15, 17'76.

BALTIMORE COIDUTTEE TO MARVLAND coUN't:IL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, March (6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: As the powder and the lead belonging to
the publick was placed in different stores, and on the late
alarm the mode of delivering it out was very troublesome
and uncertain, besides being liable to much waste, this Com-
mittee thought it necessary to direct the whole to be re-
moved into one house, for the greater ease of having a
guard placed on it; and that it might be delivered properly,
and an account kept regularly, they appointed Mr. Gerard
Hopkins as a Commissary of Military Stores; and as such
an officer m1:lst be appointed, we beg leave to solicit your
confirmation of Mr. Hopkins, as he is capable and desirous
to officiate. It became more necessary to make this ap~
pointment at the time, as the powder £I'om Philadelphia
was coming in, and several other matters for the service of
Militia wanting, the whole of which can be executed by
him.

'Ve are, gentlemen, your most humble servants,,

WILLIAM Lux,
Deputy Chairman.

WILLIAM BUCHANAN,

JOHN BOYD,

JOHN SMITH,

THOMAS HARRISON,

JOHN MERRYMAN, JUN.,

JOHN STERETT.

Tt> the Hono:urabl.e the CoUncil of Safety of ~IaTyland.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFE,TY TO THE BRIGADIERS-
GENERAL, SEVERALLY.

[No.6!.] Annapolis,March 16, 1776.

SIR: As our thanks are due to yourself and those gene.
rous men who, with alacrity and ardour, stepped forth on
the late alarm, to the assistance and protection of their
neighbours and fellow-citizens, we request yon will accept
of them, and present them likewise to those Battalions and
Companies, of your District, that appeared on that occasion.

We are, &~. ,

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO CAPTAIN CAMPBELL.

Philadelphia, MarcD 16, 1776.

SIR: It having been represented to Congress that Mrs.
Campbell has arrived in this city, and so much indisposed as
not to be able to pursue her design of visitingyou at Reading,
and beinO' desirous of seeing you, I am directed by the
Congress°to inform yo'.1that you have their permission to
repair to this city, and remain with l)'Irs. Campbell during
the continuance of her illness, and until she is able to at~
tend you on a journey to Reading.

I am, sir, yours, &c.
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To Captain Campbell.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO READING (PENNSYLVANIA)

COMMITTEE.

Philadelphia, Man:h 16, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I take the freedom to enclose a letter for
Captain John Nelson, of the company of Riflemen, who
was to call on you for seven hundred dollars, transmitted
you some time ago. If he has not yet reached you, I beg
you to keep the enclosed, and deliver it to him on his arrival
with you. But if he has passed you, I am earnestly to desire
you to take a fresh express, and send the letter with all ex-
pedition, that it may reach him as early as possible, it bein,;
of consequence. -

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To the Honourable Committee of Inspection of Reading,
Pennsylvania.

P. S. The express I send to you is bound to Carlisle.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO CAPTAIN NELSON.

Philadelphia, March 16, 1776.

SIR: Upon receipt of this, you are immediately to repair,
with the company of Riflemen under your command, with
all possible expedition to New- York, and put yourself under
the orders of the officer commanding the Continental forces
in that department~

By order of Congress:
JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To Captain John Nelson, of a Rifle Company, at Reading,
or on his march.

'

l1'IATTHEW TILGHMAN TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, March 16,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I enclose you a resolution of Congress,*'
wbich I am directed to fin:ward to you, and, as I recollect"
was ordered not to be made publick.

"I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
MATTHEW TILGHMAN.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ~IaTyiand.

-IN CONGRESS, March 14., 1776: Resolved, That it be r~commended
to the several Assemblies, Conventions. and Committees ,or Councils of
Safety, of the United Oplonies, immediately to cause aH persons to be
.d,isarmed, within their respective Colpnies, who are notoriously disaffect.,
ed to the cause of .!Jmerica, or who have not associated, and shaH refuse
to associate, to defend by arms these United Colonies against the hostile
attempts of the British Fleets ahd Armies; and to apply the Arm~ taken.
from such persons, in each respective C010ny, in the first place to the
arming the Continental Troops raised in said Colony; in the next, to
the arming such Troops as are raised hy the Colony for its own defence;
and' thc residuc to be applied to the arming the Associators. That the
Anns, when taken, be appraised by indifferent persons; and such as afe
applied to the arming the Continental Troops be paid for by the Con-
gress, and the residue by the respective. Assemblies, Conventions, or
Councils, or Committees of Safety.

.
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ROBERT TREAT PAINE TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE ASSEMBLY.
, Philade]phia, March 16, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Congress taking into consideration the
urgent importance to the safety, freedom, and wealth of the
United Colonies, that the manufacture of s~ltpetre and gun-
powder should be established in all of them, in addition to
their former resolves on that subject have passed those
herewith enclosed, and appointed the Committee therein
mentioned.

In pursuance of this trust, the Committee transmit you
the resolves; and being deeply impressed with their im-
portance to our common cause, think themselves in duty
bound to urge upon you the immediate and vigorousexecu-
tion of them.

The erecting publick works, as mentioned in th~ re-
solves, will be the first step to promote that useful busmess.
If prosecuted with skill and diligence, it will answer the
making ~altpetre in larg(( quantities, and will also afford the
best method for suitable persons to learn the process, and
from thence be sent abroad, to teach those who hav.i;Jnot
opportunity of learning from those publick work~; for it ~s
thought an object of the greatest concern that pnvate famI-
lies should be induced to make it. The inconsiderable ex-
pense attending the making it in families, where the method
is once understood, and the quantity that each family IT\ay
make, should remove all objections to their putting it in im-
mediate practice. ,

When we consider the great con'sumption of saltpetre-
used as medicine, in preserving meat, and in gunpowder,
even in times afpeace-it should seem a sufficient induce-
ment to private Jamilies to learn and practise this art; but
most of all when so large quantities are wanted for our
necessary defence, and when it will in a great measure sup-
ply the want of salt, which the rage of our enemies may
render scarce, it should not be reasonably supposed that any
true Arrwrican will neglect it.

As there can be no doubt but that every Colony may
produce saltpetre enough, at least, for their own consump-
tion, it is necessary that powder-mills be erected, and skIl-
ful persons provided to manufacture gunpowder, and proper
regulations established for preventing their eXplosion.

It is supposed that sulphur may be found in many Colo-
nies; and as it is necessary that it should be collected,
trials may be made, at places supposed to contain it, at no
great expense.

It must afford great pleasure to find that some Colonies
have already, in a measure, anticipated the design of these
resolves; &om the good effects of which it is clearly evinced
that we can never want the most abundant supply of am-
munition, £I'om our own m!lnufacture, but through inatten-
tion and neglect.

We doubt not you will consider these proceedings as de-
si<rned to promote the best welfare of the Colonies, and
th"at yQ.llwill, as soon as may be, and' from time to time, in-
form the Congress of the state of these manufactures in
your Colony; of the quantity of saltpetre already made; the
preparation fOI"and prospects of encouraging it ; what quan-
tity of gunpowder is already made, and the state of your
powder-mills; and, also, what discoyeries are made of sul-
phur mines, and the progress in working them.

We suppose you already have the most approved methods
of making saltpetre among you; but the laying together suit-
able composts, either in fences or beds, in order to collect
nitrous matter, seems necessary to be immediately attended
to, as the earth from under old buildings may soon be ex-
hausted.

We hope this effort of the C!;mgress will have the desired
effect; without which we have reason to fear it will, ere
long, be said of us, that we are become slaves because we
are not industl"iousenough to be &ee.

By order of said Committee, I subscribe myself, with
great respect, your Honours' most humble servapt,

ROBERT TREAT PAINE.

To the Honourable the Council and House of Representa-
tives of the Colony of New-Hampshire.

Philadelphia, March 16, 1776.

The following gentlemen are appointed Field-Officers in
the three Battalions which are to be raised for the defence of
this PfQvince, viz:

.

.
'Musket Battalion: John Cadwallader, Esq., Colonel;

Cakb Perry, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel; J«mes Potts, Esq.,
Major.. '.,

Sam'URl,Mles, Esq., Colonel of the two RIfle Battaho~s ;
John Piper, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel of the First,. and
Ennion Tf'illiam$,Es.q., Major; Daniel Broadhead, Esq.;
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Second, and John Paton, Esq.,
Major.

RECANTATION OF JOHN WEBB.

Philadelphia, March 16, 1776.

Whereas I, the subscriber, have unadvisedly been guilty
of tearing out and trampling upon the names of the Field-
Officers of the Fourth BattaJion of this County, signed to
the Association, in contempt of the resolves of the Assem-
bly and of this Committee; and as such conduct may set
a bad example to others, unless' speedily retracted, I do
therefore, in this publick manner, acknowledge my fault,
beg pardon of the Officers of the said Battalion for the in-
sult shewn them, and promise, for the future, to support
the Association as far as is in my power.

"

Witness my hand: JOHNWEBB.
Published by order of the Committee:

COLLINSON READ, Secretary.

MORRIS COUNTY (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE TO LORD STIR-
,

LING.

Morristown, March 16, 1776..

My LORD: When I left your Excellencylast Friday,
I did expect that the men you requested from the County
of Morris wou1d immediately be sent; but when I returned
to Morris the men were ready, but the Colonels of the
Regiments thought they had not authority to march the
men out of the Province without orders from the General of
the Militia. They had three hundred men ready to march,.
and do hold them in readiness to march, at an hour's warn-
ing, for two weeks, if necessity requires it, arid they have
authority so to do; and when I found the men were not
likely to go to assist New- York, I immediately called the
Committee to consult them, and they do not approve of
sending men, for several reasons, which are-':'first, if men
are wanted so much at New- York, why are so many of the
soldiers strolling about the country (as they say) on furlough?
and, secondly, why is not the Third Battalion of Provin-
cial soldiers of this Province called, or as many Companies
as are full? as all those are under pay, and ought to be in
service, and the Militia. left at home on their farms, where
they. are wanted; and, likewise, that, if the troops do come
from Boston, they are more likely to come to Amboy than
New- York. Be pleased to remember Courtlandt Skinner's
letter. ,

I am, sir, your Excellency's most humble servant,
By order: ALEXANDERCARMICHAEL,

Chairman of the County Committee.
To the Right Honourable William Earl of Stirling.

..

WILLIAM BURNET TO LORD STIRLING.

Newark, March 16,1776.

l\h LORD: I am not a little disappointe,dat the conduct
of the Elizabeth Township Committee, as I understand they
wrote you word they should not send any men to your
assistance, when we had given you hopes we should send
three hundred. The confusion is owing to' your writing to
the Township, and not the County Committee. The
Township Committee of Newark received your letter, but
\vere polite enough to ask my advice and assistance, as
Chairman of the County Committee; and we unal1imously
agreed to send you one hundred and fifty men from this
town, expectinO' the Elizabeth Township Committee would
send at least on~ hundted and fifty men. We sent two of our
members to Elizabethtown with this intelligence, and to
agree upon the Field-Officers that should take the command.
They agreed to raise one hundred and fifty men, and send
them under the command of Lieutena:nt-Colone), Ww'd, of
this town, and sent us wor.d accordin&ly. In consequence
of this, we proceeded to raIse our portIon of men, and gave
orders that they should be ready to march'yesterday, or to-
day at farthest; but somehow, unaccountably, our Colonel

....
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has deferred it until Jtfonday, when there is no doubt he
will come in. If this had been under the management of
the County Committee, th,erewould not bave been. a disap-
pointment, as they preside over the whole. I hope you will
find the men able and willing, and the officers capable of
filling their several places. Colonel Ward I think a modest
man, at least, and willing to do his duty as far as he knows,
and to be tallaht what he is ignorant of.

I am, my Lord, in great haste, but with much esteem,
your Lordship's most humble and obedicnt servant,

W. BURNET.

To the Right Honourable WIlliamEarl of Stirling.

LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDE!'..,. OF CONGRESS.

New-York, March 16, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Since writing to you by express on Thursday
last, I have not received any further intelligence from the
eastward. The inhabitants of this city and King's County
(on Long-Islanil) have very checrfully tumed out to work
on the 'fortifications. ,'Everythin& is going on as well as the
badness of the weather will pem1lt. Two companies of the
Militia of Newark, in New-Jersey, are coming in tbis morn-
ing, and I bope they will soon be followed by others. I
have not yet heard from Colonel Dayton, although I have
written twice to him. . The five companies of Colonel Sin-
clair's Regiment will be ve~ little detained by coming to
this place, as they will now be able to go by water all the
way to Albany, and they must, at any rate, be too late to
pass the lakes on the ice, and too early in tbe year to cross
by water.

lIlarch 17, ten o'clock, P. M.-I bave this evening re-
ceived your letter of the 15th by express. One company
of Colonel Sinclair's arrived this day at Hoboken, opposite
to this city. They will embark to-morrow for Albany. The
others will, as they arrive, embark at Dobbs's feny for the
same place. I have forwarded the packet for Governour
Trumbull, with a letter to him, of which the enclosed is a
copy.

The four regiments raising in this Colony are still very
incomplete.. It wiII, I fear, be some time before the batta-
lions in the Continental service from Pennsylvania and
New-Jersey do anive, and have therefore called in some
Militia £I'om New-Jersey and tbis Province, to serve in the
mean time. They will be dismissed as soon as the otbers
arnve.

The Convention of this Province adjoumed yesterday
evening sl:ne die. They have left a Committee of Safcty to
sit every day, with wbom I have no doubt I sball go on
with in the utmost confidence and harmony. I am to meet
them to-morrow morning, in order to concert many mea-
sures left unfinished by the Convention. The inhabitan.ts of
this city have these two days tumed out with great cheer-
fulness, and go on with t11eworks very wcll at Bayard's Hill,
the Hospital, and two new batteries fronting Hudson's River.
All the other works on tbis Island go on briskly. The
work first begun on Long-Island, opposite to this city, is
almost completed, and the cannon carried over. The grand
citadel there will be marked out to-monow, and will be
begun by .the inhabitants of King's County and Colonel
Ward's Regiment. It will be impossible to give you a de-
tail of every particular, while I hav:e so many things on hand.
I shall, therefore, take the liberty of enclosing you copies of
any consequential papers that may occur, and of the daily
orders as they are issued; and shall, in my letter, remark
such things of consequence only as are not contained in
thein.

I have received no further intelligence from Gene~al
Washington; but, by accounts from that quarter on ltlonday
last, it appears that the Ministerial Troops were proceed-
ing in their embarkation. On.e letter says that five thousand
of them were actually embarked; another account says that
twenty-odd ships were sailed out of the harbour, perhaps
with stores.; for I cannot believe they will divide their real
force in the presence of our AnTIY. Hmvever, if they do
not intenupt us in ten or twelve days more, I hope we shall
be in a situation to prevent their making a lodgmE'nt, unless
it be at the west end of Long-Island, near the l\'arrows,
about which I am very anxious, but defer dOIng anything
there until the other works are complete, and more troops

arrive. Bergen Neck may be so Improved as to preserve
the communication with Jer$ey, a]1dall the country west of
this pJace, in spite of them. The people of New-Jersey arc
very uneasy about the defenceless situation of Elizabethtown
and Amboy. A descent may easily be made at the latter,
and .is worthy of attention. The former might be secured
by a small work on Bergen Neck, near the Kills, and a
small fort and proper battery at or 'near Elizabethtown
Point. The powder designed for Cambridge will all be
shifted by to-morrow evening, and ready to proceed by
Tuesday, jf that be the detennination of the Congress.

By some prisoners taken into custody, therc is great rea-
son to believe that Governour Tryon has his emissaries in
several parts of the Province, engaging men to serve both
by land and water.' One tells that he is engaged, with
fifty otbers, under a certain Vernon, who was to fit out an
armed sloop to cruise in the rivers. A sloop was actually
purchased lately by Vernon, and we have ber along the
wharf. I have refened SOmeothers to the Committee of
Safejy to be examined; and, I doubt not, we shall find out
and -defeat their machinations. .

I am, with great respect, your most
servant,

To the Honourable John lIancock.

obedient, humble

STIRLING.

COLONEL McDOL'GALL TO LORD STIRLING.

New-York, March 16,1776.

My LORD: Captain Warner, of the Militia, informs me
that he knows where there are a number of muskets anc1
pistols belonging to the Crown, secreted in the hands of
some creatures of Govemment in the city, which he can
secure if he had orders. I therefore judge it i1ecessary to
give you tbis intelligence, that you may take such measures
for securing those arms as you sball judge proper. Warna
says it must be done to-night, as there is danger of their
being removed. You may trust him with the executiOII.
My orderly will wait your directions.

I am, my Lord, your very humble servant,
ALEXANDER McDOUGALL.

To Lord Stiding.

MAYOR OF NEW-YORK TO HUGH GAINE.

New-York, March 16, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed I send you a copy of a letter I received
from Govemour Tryon, enclosing 'an Address to the Inhabi-
tants of this Colony, which addre~s he ha;:; desired me to
get published. I have, therefore, sent you a copy of the
letter and address,

. in order [m: your inserting them in yom
Gazette, if you tbink proPCl'.

I am, sir, your humble servant, .
D M. AVID _ ATTHEWS.

.-
Ship Dutchess-or.Gordon, North-River, March 16, 1776.

SIR: I desire you will lay before the gentlemen of the
.Corporation the enclosedexbortation to the inhabitants of
this Colony, and that you will communicate the same to
the publick, and also have it inserted in the several Ga-
zettes published in tbe city of New- York.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
"V ILLIAM TRYON.

To David ltlatthews, Esq., Mayor of the City of Ne'lc-
- York.

Ship Dutchess.or-Gordon, North-River, March 16,1776.

To the Inhabitants of (he Colony of N EW-YORK:

. Notwithstanding prejudice, delusion, and faction, have
hitherto among too many usurped the seat of reason and
reflection, and every exhortation I have offered'to the inha-
bitants ofJhis Province (in whQse affection I have- been
taught to be happy) has been reviled and treated with
neglect; yet, as my wishes for their prosperity, amf feelings
for their calamities, cannot easily be suppressed, even towards
the disobedient,l eamlot but repeat my endeavours torecall
t110se who have revolte;1 from their allegiance to a sense 'itheir duty, and to comfort those who have been the objects
of oppress'iofifor their zealous attachment to our.happy Con-
stitution, and their steady obedience to the sovereirnty of
the British Empire.

0
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It is in the clemency and authority of Great Britain only,
under God, that we can lookJor happiness, peace, and pro-
tection; and I have it in command from the King to en-
courage, by every means in my power, the expectations in
his Majesty's well-disposed subjects in this Government, of
every assistance and protection that the state of Great Britain
will enable his Majesty to afford them, and to cherish every
appearance of a disposition on their part to withstand the
tyranny and misrule which accompany the acts of those
who have but too well hitherto succeeded in the total sub-. -
version of legal Government. Under such assurances,
therefore, I exhort all the friends to good order and our
justly admired Constitution, still to preserve that constancy
of mind; which is inherent in breasts of virtuQus and lo~l
citizetls; and I trust a: very few months will relieve them
from their present oppressed, injured, and insulted condi-
tion.

England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, have united to
place. their whole strength, power, and confidence in his
Majesty's hands. The numerous addresses from all parts
of the King's dominions in Europe speak the loyalty and
zeal with which his subjects there engage to support his
Majesty in asserting and maintaining the just sovereignty of
the British. Empire over all its members.

The British State moves not by sudden and violent
sallies, nor wantonly oppresses-she has ICliity for her basis,
and is distinguished for moderation and forbearance; but
when her just iridignatioJ;l is roused, the experience of other
nations can testify her weight and force. It cannot be suffi-
ciently lamented, that the conduct of this country has called
for so severe a rod: may a timely and dutiful submission
avert its stroke.

I have the. satisfaction to inforn1 you that a door is still
open to such honest but'deluded people as will avail them-
selves of the justice and benevolence which the supreme
legislature has held out to them of being restored to the
King's grace and peace; and that proper steps have been
taken for passing a commission for that purpose, under the
great seal of Great Britain, in conformity to a provision in
a late act of Parliament; the Commissioners thereby to be
appointed, having also power to inquire into the state and
condition of the Colonies, for effecting a restoration of the

Publick tranc [uillity. W T
"

ON. , ILLIAM R, .

CHRISTIAN JACOBSON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

Richmond County, March 15, 1776.

MR. PRESIDENT..SIR: In consequence of a late resolve
of the Provincial Congress, we have this day met, in order
to nominate persons qualified to act as Field-Officers in our
Militia Companies, viz: Captain Abraham Janes, First Co-
lonel; Captain Cornelius Van Wagener, Second Colonel;
Cornelius Curson, First Major; Jaeob Mercereau, Second
Major; Harmanus Garrison, Quartermaster; Nicholas Stil-
well, Adjut<!nt. .

The above persons we return to. you for approbation and
commissions. We have divided our County into four dis-
tricts, and hope to return to you in a short time the names

. of the Captains and Subalterns, &c.
Weare, gentlemen, respectfully, your very humble ser-

vants.
By order of the Committee:

. CHRISTIAN JACOBSON,Chairman.
To the President :jlld Members of the Provincial Congress

in New- York.

JECAMIAH ALLEN TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

March 16, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:At the request of Colonel Drake, I beg
leav~ to acquaint you I have no)\' eighty-two guns unspiked,
and within three weeks from this date doubt not but I shall
be ~ble to complete the whole. Though, gentlemen, I beg
to observe, the assistance I expected to have from the
Bar.tley guards I could not obtain, they declaring their agree-
ment with Mr. }3artley was, to guard the guns from seven
o'cloqk i~ the evening to gjx in the moming, for which they.
rec.eived ten shillings per week per man, and to find them-
selves. Tlie guards consistof six men. Bein.g thus disap-
pointed, I was obliged to give one of his guards thirty-six
shillings per week, al'ld others at thai rate, occasionally to.

assist in the fires, which are generally composed of two or
three cords of wood, in which the .guns are to be raised, and
tended both night and day, in order to soften the spikes.

My brother, who left. the cannon last Thur~day, informed
me the assistance of guards was asked, in moving the guns,
from Mr. Williams; and also denied, and-countenanced by
Mr. Bartlcy._ - _

.

Therefore, gentlemen, beg leave to offer my service once
more to guard the guns, (which I am willing to do at one
half of what Mr. Bartley gets,) while I am unspiking the
cannon, and as much longer as you shall think fit. As there
is a number of cannon not spiked, but loaded and stopped
with stones and other rubbish, at the same time mean to
employ such men for guards as will clear the guns, and fit
them for service; conscious, under such circumstance, the
business will not want assistance, nor unworthy men receive
your f..wour.

From your obedient and humble servant,
JECAMIAH ALLEN. .

To the Honourable Provincial Congress for the City ant
County of New- York.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO LORD STIRLING.

Albany, March 16, 1776.

My D.EARLORD: lJjulspn's River. is n()w clear of ice,
and the lake~ are become impassable for the passage of
troops; I am, therefore, under the necessity of detai[1ing
them here until the lakes can be passed by water. Batteaus
and everything are prepared to convey the troops and stores.

Be so good as to let me have a return of the troops under
your command, that' I may be enabled properly to dispose
of the regiment raising in this quarter.

Eight tOns of powder arrived yesterday from Philadel-
phia. The cannon and shot from New- York are"ppt yet
come up. The moment the troops, cannon, and powder,
are embarked at Lake George, I propose joining YOLl. My
health is much re-established, and I have great hopes that I
shall not soon experience a relapse. Mr.lIarner has my leave
to call on you at New- York, in his way with his wife to
New-Jersey.

My dear Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, Iu;tmble
servant,

PHILIP SCHUYLER.

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling, Brigadier-'
General, &c.

ALBANY (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE.

Committee-Chamber, March 16, 1.776.

ResolJved, That no persall or persons be permitted to
move into, or settle within this City and County, unless he
or they bring a certificate from theCormnittee of the County,
Town, Manor, City, or District, where such person or per-
sons respectively resided, that he or they had,prior to the
date of this resolve,. si~ned the Association recommeI!-ded
by Congress, or a sI!lular one adopted by the CommIttee
where he or they resided, and had, in all things, behaved in
a manner becoming friends to Americ(ln freedom.

A tru~ copy from the MiI1utes: . .

MATTHEW VISSCHER, Secretary.

COLONEL J. VARNUJlr TO MAJOR HARRISON. .

Prospect-Hill, March 16, 1776.

SIR: I send you, by my clerk; the 'Continental Articles,
signed by a number of my offic;ers. Cartain Lane has n~t
si<Tned. The reason, he receIved encouragement ITomIns
E~cellency but a very few days before he went recruiting.
He is gone a very considerable distance eastward, and is
not returned. Reed was sent recruiting some time since,
and is sick in the country. Atkinson is the persall whom
Captain Lane recommended to his Excellency for an En:"
gjgn. Atkinson says Lane told him he was to be a Second
Lieutenant. How that is I know not; but Captain Lane
had no authority for' such assurance; neither was there at
that time a vacancy among the Second Lieutenants. So
Atkinson refuses to sign the articles.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,

To lVIajorHarrison..
J. V,\.RNl;TM.
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N.EW.YQRK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS.

Die Lunm, A. M., February 12, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to the adjournment of the
:l2d of December last.

Present: Brigadier-General 1Voodhull,President.
FOR NEw-YoRK Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Ray, Mr. Helme,

Captain Rutgers, Mr. Brasher, :Mr. Sands, Colonel Mc-
Dougall, Mr. Scott, Mr. Cor(landt.

FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel Rensselaer, Mr.
Oothoudt.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Wick-
ham, Mr. Treadwell.

FOR DeTcHEss~Colonel Ten Broeck, Mr. Livingston,
Colonel Graham.

FOR KINa's.-Mr. Vanderbilt.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Berring, Mr. Allison.
FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Mr. Dewitt.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. fl'Ioore,Mr. Wills.
fOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding, Colonel G. Drake,

lVlr. Tfard, Dr. Graham.
]VIr.William Wills, from Tryon County, produced a Cer-

tificate fi'om the Committee of said County, dated the 25th
of November last, whereby it appears that Mr. Isaac Paris,
having, for sufficient reasons, resigned his seat as Deputy for
said County, Mr. William Will$, of Harpersfield, was duly
f~lected to represent said County in the room of said Isaac
Paris.

Ordered, That Mr. Wills take his seat.
Messrs. Matthew Rhea, Andries Lefever, and Andries

Dewitt, Deputies for Ulster County; Tfl"lliamAllison, for
Orange County; Henry Oothoudt, for Albany County;
Colonel Petrm Ten Broeck and Morris Graham, for
Dutchess County, not having appeared in Conrrress before,
the Credentials of those Counties were"respecti;ely read.

Ordered, That those gentlemen take their seats.

P.M., February 12, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: General Woodhull, President.

FOR NEw-YoRK.-Colonel ltlcDougall, Colonel Brasher,
Mr. ~ott, Mr. Sands, Mr. Van Cortlandt, Mr. Ray,
Captam Rutgers.

FOR ALBA~"'Y.-Mr.Gansevoort, Colonel Rensselaer, Mr.
Oothoudt.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Wick-
ham,Mr. L' Bomw;dieu.

"

FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel P. Ten Broeck, Mr. G. Livirig-
ston, Major R. G. Livingston, Colonel Graham.

FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Mr. Dewitt.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding, Colonel G. Drake,

Mr. Ward, Dr. Graham, Colonel Joseph Drake.
.

FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Herring, Mr. Allison.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Vanderbilt. '
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. ltloore, Mr. Wills.

A Letter from the Honourable John Hancock President. . .
. ,

of the Contmental Congress, dated the 12th January, re-
ceived by the Committee of Safety, and before entered on
their Minutes, :l4thday of January last, was read.

Resolves of Continental Congress of the 8th January
last, as formerly received and entered by the Committee of
Safety, were read.

A Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, President,
of the 20th of January last, entered on the Minutes of the
Committee of Safety on the 24th day of January last p~t,
was read.

The sundry Resolutions of the Continental Congress of
the 8th, 9th, and 10th of January last, relating to the
raising of Troops for Continental servid, were also read.

,

'

The Letters of the Committee of Safety of the 11th and
17th of January last, to General Schuyler, were read.

The Letter of General Schuyler to the Committee of
Safety of the 25th January, was read.

A Letter from Gen. Schuyler, dated the 6th FebruarlJ,in-
stant, was read and filed, and is in the words following,to wit.

"Albany, February 6, J776.

"
SIR: The Continental Congress having ordered one re-

giment to be raised in tbis Province to go into Canada, I re-
quested of that respecta.ble body to know if the companies

that I ordered to be raised for garrisoning Crown-Point, Ti-
conderoga, Fort George, &c., were to be considered as part
of them. You will probably receive directions on this head;
and that no delay may be made in the arrangement of the
officers to the regiment, I do myself the honour to enclose
you the names of such as I gave recrUiting orders to. If
Major Gansevoort should be provided for, or Colonel Yates
promoted, and if Captain Curtis had the majority given
him, I believe it would tend to fill up the regiment witl1
milch expedition, as lJ,ehas great influence in the part of the
country where he resiaes, which is about Canaan.

" I am, sir, your most humble servant,,
"PHILIP SCHUYLER.

"To the President of the New- York Congress."
A Return, or List of persons 'who have had Wa,rrants

from General Schuyler, 'and therein enclosed, was also read
ancJ.filed,and is in the words following, to wit:

"A Return of the Names of persons to whom Inlisting
Orden! have been delivered by Major-General PHILIP
SCHUYLER.

i 775. Nov. 16, To Captain Eleazer Ourtis, an old Cap-
tain in Colonel Hinman's Regiment, now
with his Company at Fort George. '

16, To Captain Daniel Milk.
.

27, To Captain Joseph McCracken.
30, To Captain Elias Hasbrouck.
30, To Captain Andrew Billings.

First Lieutenants.
1775. Nov. 27, To Lieutenant Martin.

" 27, To Lieutenant Barnes.

" 28, To Lieutenant Anthony Welph.
1776. Jan'y 8, To Mr. Ebenezer Hill.

" 27, To Lieutenant G~arl~s Graham.
Second Lieutenants.

1775. Nov. 24, To Sergeant Cook.
Dec. .2, To Mr. Van Ves'hten.

1776. Jan'y 8, To Mr. James ClCfrk.

" 8, To. Mr. William Moulton.
Ensigns. '

1776. Jan'y 8, To Mr. Luther Bissell."
A Letter from Elihu' Marvin, Esq., Chairman of the

Committee of Orano-I!,County, dated Oxford, February 9,
1776, was read and filed,and is in the words following,to wit:

"Oxford, February 9, 1776.

" GENTLEMEN:In consequence of your letter of the 26th
ultimo, I convened our CountyCommitiee on Tuesday, the
6th instant, and laid the matter before them relative to the
raising of men for the defence of this Colony. The same
being taken into consideration, the Committee are unani-
mously of opinion that there can be three companies raised
in this County, viz. two'on the north, and one on the south
side of. the Mountains; and have nominated the following
persons' for :bfficers to raise the two companies on the north
side, to wit: In Goshen Regiment, Daniel Denton, Cap'-
tain; Baltlwzer Dehart, First Lieutenant; George II.
Jackson, Second Lieutenant, and Samuel Carpenter, En-
sign. In Cornwall Regiment, Seth Marvin, Captain;
James Little, First Lieutenant;' Nathan Strong, Second
Lieutenant, and Stephen llalsey, Ensign. But, at the same
time, the Committee think it win be out of their power to
arm any considerable part I)f the men they raise, on account
of the quantity they furnished last year, nQne of which have
been returned, and must therefore leave that matter with the
Congress. They are also of opinion that it would be of
bad consequenQe to nominate more than one. set of officers
to each company, and have therefore declined it.

The Ensign of Captain Raymond's Company having
moved ou.!of this County, the company have regularly elected
VirU.:ent Helme to that office,for whoma commissionis re-
quested to be made out, and sent up as soon as possible~

If the Congress could furnish each recruiting Captain
with the terms upon which men are to inlist, with regard to
time, pay, and clothing, the Committee are of opinion that
it would tend to facilitate the raising the companies now to
be filled. I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant,

"ELIHu MARVIN,Chairman.

"To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman of the Commit-
tee of Safety now sitting in New- York, or, in his absence
to the Chairman pro tempore." "

"
"
"
"



NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONiRESS, F.UARY, 1776.
~

Mr. &ott then moved, and was seconded, in the words for their appearance whenever required. The Petitioners,
following, to wit: - therefore, humbly pray that this honourable body will give

MR. PRESIDEN'r: I move that a Committee be appoint- them such relief in the premises a~ to them shaH seeru meet.
ed immediately, to take into Gonsideration those matters And the Petitioners shall ever pray, &c.
which the Continental Congress have recommended for exe- "John Willett, _Daniel Kissam,

cutkm to this Con"gress, or the Committee of Safety, in rela- "Benj, While,head, John Shoals,
tion Lo the ensuing campaign' and that to this end they "T~o~as

Snllth, S~muelHallett,

h -
.~ r . '

, ,
r' "WIlham Weynman, G,lbert Van Wyck,

ave power to send 101'all the papers WhICh have relerenCf;:J "Nat'hanieIMoore John Townsend
to that su?ject, wJ1ether in the hands of ,this Con&ress or "NEw-YoRK, Feb,'ua:'y 12, 1776."

,

tbe CommIttee of Safety; and that the saId Committee to A i': d' h
.
d P " d h f 1\'£

b ' d 1': h 1':'

. Iter rea m<Tt e Sal etltlon an prayer t ereo r.
e appomte lor t e purposeJ:llOresald, do make report upon C' tt d " d d d th t tl th ' f b

h
. jI<" ,DCO move an was secon e a Ie Prayer ereo I'

eac respectIve branch of tne subject to be commItted to d'
, - .

their consideration with all Pbssible speed.
granLe

'. "
.

Th b "

,

I d
Debates arose upon the said motIOn, and the questIon,

e same emg unammous y agree to,
'."

, ,

O. d d Th t 1\1 TT b . t 1\
'
1 G 'lb t L

.. t bemg put thereon, It was camed m the IlegatIve by a great.
r ere, a r..CIO ar , r. ~ er wmgs on, '"t

and Mr. Gansevoort, be a Committee for that purpose, and
maJofI Y'. . ,

that they make report with all convenient speed.
. Mr. Vanderbdtrequesteda permItto completethe ladmg

A Me b t d tl t th l'
.

h' I R b t
of the Brig Dejiana, John Waldron, master. Thereupon

.m er sugges e la. e Ime 'm w IC1. 0 er an~rder was made in the' oreIs followin to wit:
Boyd was to have completed hIs contract for AfIllS IS nearly' , . w .g,

ex )I' red th t h h t d I' d 1". 1\'1 k t
Mr. John Vanderbilt IS herebv PermItted to com plete the

I , a . e as as ye e Ivere a very lew 1>us 'e -, .; J

b rrels & bl t h ' t t
ladmg of the Bngantme Defiance, whereof John T¥aldron

a , c., agreea e 0 IScan rac . . t
Ordered, That a Letter be writ.ten to the said Robert

IS mas er.

Boyd, directing him to send down all the Gun-barrels he
has made, and desiring him to inform the Congress when
pe can complete his contract.

'

Watkeys, the Gunsmith, was sent for, and charged to finish
the Gun-barrels now in his custody. He says he can finish
them in seven days. He is charged to finish them in ten
days; at all events.

A draft of a Letter to Robert Boyd, on the subject of
Arms, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, New-York, February 12, 1776.

SIR: It is now a considerable time since we have had
anY-intelligence from you respecti_ng the completing the
contract made with you by the last Congress. 'rhe season
is near when we shall want allthe arms that can be pro-
cured. We therefore desire that you advise us, without de-
lay, how many barrels, and bayonets, and steel ramrods,
you have made, and to send down steel ramrods for the bar-
rels sent down last autumn. And as the time in which the
arms were to be made is now expired, we wish to be ad-
vised whether you mean to go on in making arms upon the
strength of that contract; arid if you do, to inform us what
number you can complete before the 1st day of April.

Weare, sir, your very humble servants.
By order.

To Mr. Robert Boyd, New- Windsor.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted.

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher,
and John Van Cortlandt, Esq., be a Committee to wait on
M~r-General Lee, and' inform him that the Provincial
Congress is now formed; tbat if he has anything relative
to tbe publick ser:vice or safety to propose, tbey are ready
to take the same into consideration; and that they are ready
to give him any necessary aid in the publick service.

A Petition of John Willett, and fourteen other persons,
inhabitants of Queen's County, now prisoners under a guard
in the City of New- York, was read and filed, and is in the
words following, to wit:

"
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress oj the Colo-
ny oj NEw-YORK, convened in the City oj NEW-YORK,
the Petition oj the subscribers, inhabitants oj QUEEN'S
County, on NASSAU-ISLAND,humbly slwweth.-
"That your Petitioners have been obliged to attend the

bonourable the Continental Congress at Philadelphia, in
obedience to an order fi'om that body, as verbally delivered
by Colonel Heard. That they hqve been at great expense
in their journey to and from Philadelphia, and are now con-
fined in this city at their own expense, and denied the plea-
sure of visiting their families. That when they left their
several homes to attend the hQnourable the Continental
Congress, tbey were admitted to go and returJ to this Con-
gress on parole of honour. That they are ready and wil-
ling to pledge their honours to observe such orders as this
.honourable body shall direct, respecting their appearance,
provided tbey are admitted to go at large; or, if bail sbould
be required, they are ready and willing to give such reason-
able security as to this honourable body shaH seem xnept,
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John Polhemus,
Charles Hicks,
Samuel Martin,
David Brooks,
Joseph French.

Die Martis, A. M., February 13, 1776,

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-Genera! Woodhull, President.

FOR NEw-YoRK.-Colonel McDougall, Mr. Sands, Mr.
Ray, Colonel Brasher, Captain .Rutgers, Mr. Roosevelt,
Mr. Beekman, Mr. Scott. _ _

FOR ALBANY.-Colonel Rensselaer, Mr. Oothoudt, Mr.
Gansevoort.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General ,Woodhull, Mr. L' Hommedieu,
Mr. Hobart, Mr. Wickham. .

FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel P.Ten Broeck, Major Living':'
ston, Mr. G. Livingston, Colonel M. Gralwm.

FOR lhsTE~.-M;r. LeJever, Mr. Dewitt, Mr. Rhea.
FOR ORANGE.-~Ir. Herring, Mr. Allison.
FOR WEsTcHEsTER.-Colonel Joseph Drake, Colonel G.

Drake, Dr. Graham, Mr. TYard. ,-

FOR TRYON.-Mi-. Moore, Mr. Wills.
FOR Kqw's.-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Leffertse.

A certified extract of ttle Proceedings of the Committee
of Ulster County, dated New-Paltz, Jan'l(,ary 19, 1776,
and signed by J. Bruyn, Chairman, whereby the said Com-
mittee do recommend for Field-Officers in the Northern
Regiment of said County, Mr. Abraham Hasbrouck, for
Colonel; Joharmes Snyder, I.;ieutenant-Colonel; Jonathan
ElmendorJ and Adrian Wynkoop, Majors; Abraham A.
Hasbrouck, Adjutant, and John VanlJ.uesen, Jun., fOf
Quartermaster, was read and filed. ,

Ordered, That Commissions be issued for the above
Officers immediately.

A Letter from-Scl,cryn T. Bruyn, dated Ulster County,
Bruynswick, February 15, 1776, was read and filed, and
is in the words following, to wit: '

"Ulster County, Bruynswick, February 5,1776.

" GENTLEMEN:I herewith return to your Honours a
commission which was handed to me, to be Adjutant of the
Regiment of Minute-men of the sQuthernpart of the County
of Ulster, of which Thomas Palmer, Esq., is the Colonel,
whereof I must acquaint your Honours I cannot, in justice
to myself, accept, as I was informed, some time last fall I

. was recommended to your House (by tWo of the Deputies
of this County then in Congress) to be First Major of a
Regiment of Minute-men, of which Geqrge Clintqn, Esq,
was to be Colqnel; which was resolyed on, and entered in
your Minutes; which proceedings were communicqt~dto me,
and I accepted, to serve my cQ\lJ1try in that capacity;
which was made publick at sundry meetings of officers,and
particularly at ameeting of the Field-Office~ of this County
for the choosing or nominating a Brigadier~General, where
I was desired to meet, and accordingly did, and gave my
vote as a Major. And now, to b.e tossed Qut, and put into
a lower commission, I cannot ac;cept thereof, without de-
grading myself to the IQwest degrf)e. However, I stil1 can
serve the country as a private, and not be dependant for my
living on a commission.

" I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,
"SEVERYN T. BRUYN.

"To the Honoura.ble the Provincia~ Congress of New- York."
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Ordered, Thatthe Letter fi:omS. T.Bruyn be referred their scats in Congres~bel,requested.to give their attend-
to the ~Iel1)bers of Ulster County, and that they make te- ance. ,

port voth a.IlcQnvenient speed. 'Mr. Mayor of the City of New- York attending, was re-
A Letter from the Committee of l~Iarbletown, dated quested to come into Congress. He informed the C~ngre~;s

January 29, signed by Levi Pawlin.g, Chair~l1an,wa~ re~d that the passage to his ExcelJency Govel11ourTryon ~Slup
and filed, and is in the words folJowmg, to WIt: is impeded by sentinels; that his Majesty's Councl~, 'and

some of the Magistrates of this City, may hav~ occasIOn to
,

"
Marbletown,January 2,9,1776. . .

E 11 Tl {'Walt on hIs xce ency. 1ere1Ore, .
"

GENTLEMEN: 'Ve, the Committee of the township of Ordered, That the Hon. Cadwallader Colden, Esq., LlCl~-
llTarbletown, are under the disagreeable necessity of trou- tenant-Govel11our, and the Hon. Daniel Horsmanden, Oll-
bling your honourable body; though, as it is the first of the ver De Lancey,

.
Charles wa

~
r Apthorpe, TVilli~m Smith,

kind, we expect to be excused. Hugh Wallace, 7¥illiam Axt , and John lIarns CrugeT,
"

The, matter we have to lay before your honourable Esquires, of his, Majesty's ouncil for this Colony i
"

the
Board is, that, in compliance to a resolve passed by the Worshipful Whitehead Ilicks, Esq., Mayor of the CIty of
honourable Provincial Congress the 2~d of August last, New- York, and Samuel Bayard, Jun., Esq., Deputy Sec-
there was an election for choosing of officers in the com- retary and Deputy Clerk of the Council, or anyof I~is state,d
pany of the southwest district of said town, and :h~ foIlo.w- Clerks, who may by his order attend the CouncIl of this
ing persons were chosen by ~ very great I1JaJ0j'Jty, VIZ: Colony, and each and every of them, be permitted to go
Cornelius E. Wynkoop, Captam; .Charles TY. 1j1rodhead, on board of his Excellency's Ship, until the further order
First Lieutenant; Moses ftiL Cantme, Second LIeutenant; or direction of this Concrress or the Committee of Sa6.ty,
and Jacob Chambers Ensign; which your honourable Board and that a copy hereof, 'delivered to the officer of the 1'01'1-
has been pleased to com~ission. T~wse gentle~en ?ffi- Guard, be a sufficient pass for each and every of the afore-
ciated each in their respectIve ranks wIth great satIsfactIOn, said publick officers, withoUt any other pass or copy hereof
as far as we know, until it pleased your honourable body to in the custody of either of those gentlemen; and
promote Captain TYynkoop to be a Major in Colonel De- Ordered, That the copy hereof delivered to th~ officer
witt's Regiment of Minute-men;. after which, the~e was of the Port-Guard, be delivered over to each successIve offt-
a day appointed, agreeably to saId .resolve, for fillmg up cer of the Port-Guard.
the vacancy by the cQmpany's chOIce, when John Has-

A Letter from Samuel Bayard, Jun., Esq., Dep~ty Sec-brouck, a person not belonging to the company, nor' even
retaryof this Colony, was again read. He therem men-to the regiment, set up, or intended to set up, for Cap-
tions his inclination to have it in his power to use any re-tain of said company; which caused a great deal of con-
creation, on his engagement not to quit the Re?ords.. An,dfusion'.

"
,

Mr. John McKesson informed Congress that Ins Majesty s' "We therefore pray that we may be informed, as soon as Council is to sit to-morrow, and that the attendance ofpossible, whether it is the opinion of your ho~oura.blebody
Samuel Bayard, Jun., Esq., as Clerk of the Council, maythat a Captain should be chosen, or that the FIrst LlCutenant

TI {'

d h h b 1
..

k be necessary: lereloro,should be promoted, an t e ot er su a terns flse m ran,
Ordered, That Samuel Bayard, Jun., Esq., the, Dep.~tyand then an Ensign to be chosen; which we think is the

Secretary of this Colony, be permitted to come to the Citymost natural construction to be laid on the resisted resolve.
of New- York, or to depart fi'pm the house of ,ZVicholasBay-And if a procedure of that kind cannot take pl~ce, }~our
ard, Esq., at any time he shall think proper, on his leav:i~gHonours may be assured that Mr. Brodhead wJll resIgn,
one of his stated Clerks there; during his absence, on everyand then a new election must ensue, and in course more
such occasion. ,

troubles of that kind ensue. But, at the same time, we
I

.
h h d'

. On re quest of Mr. Gansevoort, C
, olonel Rensselaer. aJ1dare willing to comp y Wit suc ~rectlons as we may re-

ceive from your honourable body. Major R. G. Livingston are added to the Committee ap-

" 'Ve are, gentlemen, your Honours' very humble ser- pointed yesterday, to take into consideration the matters
which the Continental Congress have recommended for.

va~~~3y order of the Committee: execution to this Congress or the Committee of Safety.
"LEVI PAWLING, Chairman. Colonel Joseph Drake applied for some blank Commis-

"To the Hono~rableProvincialCongress in iVew-York." sionsfor Officersof Militia in TVestchesterCounty. ,

Ordered, That the Secretaries send to the Committee of
The Petition of John Hasbrou£k and others, dated at TVestchest~r County, by Colonel Joseph Drake, such blank

lYlarbletown, January 30, 1776, was read and filed. Commissions, signed by the President of this Congress, as
Ordered, That the Letter from the Committee of ,Mar- they have here in the Congress Chamber.

bletown,as also the Petition of John Hasbrouck and others, Thereupon, three blank Commissions (which are aIr: t!m
be referred to the Members of Orange and Dutchess, and Secretaries haa here) were delivered to Colonel Joseph
that they make report with all convenient speed. Drake, to be delivered to the Chairman of the Committee

Colonel McDou,ff'all, from the Committee appointed to of 1Vestchester County, to be filled up.
,wait on General Lee, reported, that they had waited on A Letter from Isaac Thompson, Chairman of the Gom-

General Lee,and delivered him the Congress's message of mittee of Islip, in Suffolk County, bearing date the 9th iT;J-
yesterday, and that the Gene~al was pleased to answer, that stant, was read and filed, and is in the words foIlowing, to
he thanked the Congress for their politeness, and would wit:
avail himself of the tender of their services as circumstances
shall make it necessary.

As the foIlowing gentlem!:)n (being among the number of
Deputies chosen to represent the City and County of New-
YQrk, in this Congress) have no't taken their seats, to wit:
Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Benjamin Kissam, John
ftilorton, GabrielW. Ludlow, baae Sears, Corru:lius Clop-
per, and ~eo.dorus Van Wyck. . .

" And as I~ IS necessary for the pubhck serVIce that the
representation ,of the City and County of New- York be
complete, it is therefore

Ordered, That the General Committee of the City and
County of New- York be directed to cause, by election of
the inhabitants entitled to vote, a Return to be made of
seven Deputies, to serve in this Congress with the other
Deputies of the said City and County, in the room of the
above-mentioned persons, who have not taken their seats,
and that the said Return be made on or before the 20th
instant.

Orderea, further, That such Members who have taken

"Islip, in Sufl'oJk County, Fcbruary' 9, A. D. 1776.

"
SIR: There neverhas been a Militia Company formed

in this Precinct; but they that bore arms in the east part of
this Precinct have been in the Smithtown Company, and
those of the west part of this Precinct have been under a
Huntington Captain; which has been disagreeable to the'
greatest part of the people of this Precinct, and it has been
the cause of uneasiness amongst us. We informed Colonel
Potter of what we were going to do, before we proceeded
to form a company. The Colonel said the company would
not be so large as he should choose; but if it would unite
the people, and if they did' proceed to choose their officers,
&c., that he would order the names of those of the east part
of this Precinct to be taken out of the list at Smithtown.

"
The way thus being laid open, the people of this Pre-

cinct assembled together, and in our presence proceeded to
the choice of their officers. They unanimously chose Be,.
najah Strong for their Captain, Jeremiah Terry for their
First Lieutenant, Samu.el Oakley for their Second Lienten.,
ant, and Annen Mobrey for their Ensign. . .
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"The above-named persons have signed the Association.
We desire that commissions may be granted to the above-
named persons, as we believe it will tend very much to
unite the people in this Precinct.

"Signed by order of the Committee of Islip:
"ISAAC ':(HOMPSON, Chairman.

" To the Presid'ent of the Provincial Congress at New- York.

"P. S. There are about thirty-six or thirty-seven that
would belong to this company. I. T."

The Congress took the same into consideration; and
thereupon

Ordered, That the Inhabitants of Islip be fonned into a
Militia Company, agreeable to their request, and that Com-
missions issue to the following gentlemen, to wit: Benajah
Stro.ng, Captain; Jeremiah Terry, First Lieu,tenant; Samuel
Oakley, Second Lieutenant; and Annen Mobrey, Ensign,
agreeably to the election of the Company, and the Return
of the Committee.

A Letter from the Committee of Tryon County, bearing
date the 11th o( January last, and requesting the loan of
five hundred Pounds for their County, payable to Mr. John
Moore, one of their Deputies, was read and filed, and is in
the words following, to wit:

"'I'ry"n County Committee-Chamber, January 11, 1776.

"
HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: We took into mature con-

sideration tIle defraying of our Committee expenses for seve-
ral services of scouting parties, guards, and other necessary
duties, performed upon orders of our Board since the 27th
August, 1774, to this day; and as it is to be feared that if
in case we should levy such wanting money in a tax from
our constituents, our Association would be hurt or entirely
broken; therefore it is resolved by our Board, that such sum
of money as is wanted for that purpose might be drawn
out of the Provincial Treasury in New- York, and the same
charged to thi;; Board until a future time. In order of
which we apply to you, with-the humble request for your
kind assistance in granting such reasonable desire; and rely-
ing thereon, we do hereby appoint and authorizc our Dele-
gate, Mr. John ltIoore, to receive out of the fund above-
mentioned the sum of five hundred pounds, to the use of
defraying such necessary payments already due on account
and charge of our Board, as aforesaid.

"
Your favourable compliance will in particular oblige,

who arC esteemfully, honourable gentlemen, your obedient
humble servants. '

"By order of the Committee:
"ISAAC PARIS, Chairman.

" Attest: "JOHN EISENLORD, Clerk.

"To the Honourable the Congress of New- York."

The Congress took the same into consideration; and, alter
some time spent therein,

Ordered, That the same be deferred for further considera-
tion on the arrival of the Accounts of the Tryon County
Committee, which are speedily expected.

A Letter fi'om David Pye, Esq., Chairman of a Com-
mittee on the south side of the Mountains-, in Orange County,
recommending sundry gentlemen for officers in the Troops
to_be raised in this Colony, was read and filed, and is in the
words following, to wit:

"In County Committee, south side of the Mountains, "(

in the County of Orange, February 1Q, 1776. 5

"In pursuance of a resolution of the Continental Con-
gress, and a recommendation of the Committee of Safety
of New- York, now before us, we do recommend the under-
named persons for officers for two companies, to be raised
in this part of the said County, upon probability that they
will be completed, viz:

"Amos Hutchings, C~ptain; Pattan Jt;lckson,First Lieu-
tenant; Robl:rt Wood, Second Lieutenant; George John-
Ion, Ensign ; nominated for officers for one company, for
the Continental service.

"Arie King, Captain; William Sicher, First Lieutenant;
John D. Coe, Second Lieutenant; Peter Obknus, Ensign;
nominated for officers for one company, for the Continental
servIce.

" GE~TLEME~: The above nominations, if accepted by
the Congress, the persons concerned' request to know when
they must commence, and what clothing is to be allowed,
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and what will be allowed for sufficient arms which may
amount to one-third the number of men.

"Weare, gentlemen,your humbleservant8~ .

"Per order: DAVID PYE, Deputy Chairman.

"
To the President of dle Provincial Congress, New- York.

"P. S. The bearer hereof, Amos Hutchings, will wait
your answer hereunto. Pray use the utmost despatch."

A Letter from John Tv. Watkins, offering his services to
his country, and requesting a Commission, was read and
filed.,

Ordered, That the two last mentioned Letters be referred
to the Committee appointed to take into consideration the
matters rec,ommended from Contine!ltal Congress to be car-
ried into execution. '

Mr. Isrlac JJIarschalk, from the gentlemen requested by
the Committee of Safety, delivered in a List of empty or
uninhabited Houses in this City.

Die Martis, 3 ho. P.M., February 13, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Ray, Mr. Sands, Captain Rutgers,

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Scott, Mr. Van Cortlandt, Mr. Beek-
man.

FOR ALBA)','Y.-Mr. Oothoudt, Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel
Rensselaer.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull,' Mr. . L' Hommedieu,
Mr. Wickham, Mr. Hobart. '

.,

FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Mr. Dewitt.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Leffertse.

.

FOR'V ESTCHESTER.-Dr.Graham, Colonel Gilbert Drr,t"!ce,
Mr. Ward, Colonel Lewis Graham.

FOR DUTCRESS.-ColonelltIorris Gralwm, Colonel Ten
Broeck, Mr. Gilbert Livingston.

FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Allison, Mr. Herring.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. ~JJloore,Mr; Wills.

Mr. Scott informed the Congress that Dr. Middleton in-
formed him that Governour Tryon is indisposed, and that it
is necessary that Dr. ltIiddleton, as his physician, should go
on board.

Thereupon, a Permit was given to Dr. JJliddleton, in the
words following, to wit:

To the Officer of the Port-Guard:
Dr. Middleton is hereby pennitted to go on board of his

Excellency's Ship the Dutchess of Gordon.
By order.

Dr. John Tflilliams, of Charlotte County, appeared in
Congress, and produced his Credentials; which were read
and filed, and are in the words and figures following, to
wit:

"At a geneml meeting, held in White Creek, January
25, 1776, it Was unanimously agreed, that Dr. John Wil-
liams and Mr. Akxander CamplJ,.ellshould represent the
County of Charlotte in Provincial Congress till the second
Tuesday in ]~lay next.

" By order of this meeting:
"ALEXANDtR WEBSTER, Gkrk."

A Letter from Egbert Benson, Esq., Chairman of the
Committee of Dutchess Coupty, bearing date the 8th .in-
stant, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to
wit:

"Dutchess County Committee, February 8, 1776.

"
GENTLEMEN: In compliance with a letter from the Com-

mittee of Safety, of the 26th ultimo, this Committee proceed-
ed to deliberate on every part of your directions respecting
the four regiments to be raised, and in Continental pay, for
the defence of this Colony, and are of opinion that, not-
withstanding here are. now in this. County six recruiting offi-

. cers in the service of the Continent, viz: Captains Billings,
Rosekrqns, and Graham; find Lieutenants Burten and Doty,
and Ensign Johnson, we

.

shall be able to complete. three
companies. Accordingly we have, with the utmost caution
and circumspecti(!)n, recommended the following gentlemen
in the different Precincts as proper officers for this most
essential service, viz: ,

"William Barker, Captain; Jolm Lloyd, First Lieute-
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nant; NathanielMeade, Second Lieutenant; John pl!-nder-
son, Ensign. .

"Abraham Swartwout, Captain; Jop,nDurling, First Lieu-
tenant; Eli Ptarson, Second Lieutenant; George Brooks,
Ensign. . l .

"Nathan Pearce, Jun., Captain; Joshua Barnum, First
Lieutenant; Josiah Crosby, Second Lieutenant; Tho'f{las
Ostrander, Ensign.

"At the same time we could wish to have compEed more
particularly with the tepour of your directions respec,ting the
advice of our Deputies, which we would most readily. have
done had we had the opportunity of procuring their attend-
ance.

"The latter part of your respectable favour directs us to
nominate two gentlemen for each office, that y~u may have
an opportunity of choosing the one you shall thmk best qua-
lified.

.

In this particular instance, we beg leave to obs~rve
that the inconveniences to us appear insurmountable, and
therefore have thought proper to desist from the'mode.

"
We remain your very humble servants.

"
By order of the Committee:

"EGBERT BENSON, Chairman.

"To the Provincial Congress of the Colony of New- York."
Orde~ed, That the said Letter be refi)rred to the Com-

mittee to whom the other Letters recommending Officers
are referred.

Colonel JtfcDougall and Colonel Brnsher, who, by order
of the Congress, had gone to wait on General Lee, to re-
quest a change in the mode of his order to the Officer of
the Port-Guard, returned, and reported that General Lee
had given a new order to the Officer of the Port-Guard
with respect to persons permitted to go on board his Excel-
lency's Ship the Dute~ess of Gordo~. .

The said Order bemg read, was III the words folIowmg,
to wit:

"NeW-YQrk, February 13,1776.

"
SIR : You will give orders to the Sentinels post~d on

the wharves to pernlit all persons who have leave or hberty
from the Provincial Congress, or the Committee of Safety,
to pass on board the ship where Mr. Tryon resides.

.
;

"CHARLES LEE, Major-General.
"To the ComumndingOfficer of the Port-Guard."

Ordered, That Major-General Lee's said Order, and a
certified copy oCthe Permit or Order of this Congress of this
morning, that his Majesty's Council of this Colony, the
Mayor of this City, and the Dep.uty Secretaries of the Co-
lony, be permitted to go on board his Excellency's Ship, be
delivered to the Officer of the Port-Guard by one of the
Secretaries. .

Some Accounts forbilleting a part of Major-General Lee's
Guards were produced and read. Thereupon,

Ordered, That all Accounts contracted by Major-Gene-
ral Lee for the Continental service, be audited for payment
by Colonel McDougall; and, being so audited, that they
be paid by Colonel Peter T. Curteniu$,until a proper person
is appointed forthat purpose by the Continental Congress.

Die Mercurii,10 ho. A. M.,February 14, 1776.
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.~Mr. Beekman, Mr. Sands, Captain Rut-

gers, :Mr. Helme, Colonel JlcDougall, Mr. Roosevelt,
Colonel Brasher. _

.

FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Abraham Yates, Colonel Nicoll, Mr.
Oothoudt, Colonel Rensselaer, Mr. Gansevoort.

FOR SUFFoLK.'--':'Gencra!Woodhull, Mr. Wickham, Mr.
L' Hommedieu, Mr. Hobart.

FOR ULSTER.-"'-Mr.Lefever, Mr. Dewitt, Mr. Rhea.
FOR KING's :...Mr.Covenhoven,Mr. Leffertse.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Herring, Mr. Allison;
Fo~ DUTcHEss.-Colonel M. Graham, Major R. G. Li-

v.i1il!.~ton,Colonel P. TenBroeck, Mr. G. Livingston.
FoE. WESTcHtsTER.-Colonel L. 'Graham,Mr. Ward, Co.-

lonel G. Drake, Dr. Graha'tn. .

FOR TRYON.;-M...r. Moore, Mr. Wills.
FOR CHARLOTTE."-Dr. Williams.

The Congress, considering that the Writs for electing
Repre.sentatives in. th~ Colony are feturnable this day, and

that the General Assembly may have occasioJ:lto meet in
the Chamber,

Ordered, Tha~ Messrs. Roosevelt and Abraham Yates
request of the Mayor of this City the use of the Common-
Council Room for the Congress.

Messrs. Murray, Sansom Sf Co., sent in a request by Mr.
Robert Murray, for leave to send Provisions, and certain
other articles in their request mentioned, on board of the
Ship DutcltessofG01'don.

The Congress consented that part of the said Provisions
be sent on board, together with the other articles. There-
upon,

Ordered, That Messrs. Murray, Sansom Sf Co., be per.
mitted to put on board of the Ship Dutchess of Gordon, .five
barrels Pork, five barrels Beef, one box Candles, one cOilof
three-inch Rope, some Blocks, one bolt of Canvass No.1,
and two cords of Firewood, for the use of said Ship and her
crew.

A Letter fromAbraham Godwin, dated yesterday, offer-
ing his service to his country as a Captain, and alleging that
he had inlisted the best part of his Company, was read and
filed.

Ordered, That it be referred with the other Letters on
that subject.

The Petition of John De Tflint,of Orange Town, in t~
County of Orange,* praying leave to export ~rovisions to
the Island of St. Tltomas, in the Danish Wes(-lndies, was
read and filed.

Ordered, That the said Petition be rejected.
A Petition of Guert Spt. De Wint, Esquire, was read.

He thereby requests leave to export a large quantity of Pro-
visions and Lumber for the use of his Estate in th~ Island of
St. Thomas, in the Danish West-Indies; likewise leave to
export his H{}UseholdFurniture, Horses and Carriages, and
his family, and' a generous supply of all the good things of
this country, for the. use of himself a1Jdfamily at sea.

Ordered, That that partof the Petition of Guert Spt. De
Wint, Esq., which relates to removal of his Family, Horses,
Carriages, and Household Furniture, and a necessary sup-
ply of Provisions only for their use at sea, be refe~red to the
General Committee of the City and County of New-York;
and that all the other parts of the said P~~titlOnbe rejected.

A Letter from Major-General Lee, submitting to the
Congress the case of Jean Baptiste De Gas, and the esta-
blishment of a Company of Artificers, &c., was read and
filed, and is in the words following, to wit:

"New-York, February 14,1176.

. " SIR: Enclosed I take the liberty of sending the case of
Jean Baptiste De Gas, a Canadian, submiuing to the con-
sideration of the Provincial Congress whether it would not
be proper to furnisl; him with a necessary sum of money to
enable him to proceed to Mr. Hancock, to whom he has
been recommended.

"Sir, as, in all probability, a considerable body of troops
will be stationed in thi~ city and its environs during the
present contest, I would take the liberty to propose to the
Congress the establishment of a Corps of Artificers. Such
an establishment is not only necessary for the different mi:-
litary works, but I apprehend it will answer very materially
in point of economy.

"There is another circumstance I must beg leave to
. To the Hono'lrable Provincial Congre~s oj the PI'ovince oj NEW-

Yom!:, no,. a8,.embled at NEw-YoR~: .

The humble Petition oj JOIIXDE WIN'l', oj ORANGETown, and Coun-
ty of ORANGE, sho-weth: .

That YQur Petitioner has long resided in this Province, and has nQW
a large and numerous family about him. That your Petitioner bas a
Plantation in the Island of St. Thomas, in the Danish West-Indies,
which has been the entire support Qf himself and numerous family, who
cannot subsist without the in<;Qme.of said estate. And whereas, thwugh
the prohibition Qf exporting lumber, his sa.i~ estate must sink t~is ye8;r's
crop, now standing on the fields; your PetItIOner therefore prays y.our In-
dulgence or permission tQ ship, for the sole use of said estate, ten thou-
sand staves and five thQusand hoops.

.

That your Petitior,cr has on said Plantation Qnc.huI1dred and sixty
Negroes, whose supPQrt entirely depends Qn provisions fwm .I1merica,
and, by that means, the support of himself and numemus family depc!lcI
Qnthe same. . Your Petitioner therefQre praysC your indulgence to shIp,
for th.e use Qf said Negroes, fifty casks Qfwhile flour, fifty cask$ Qf rye
flQur, twenty-five tierccs of bread, and ten barrels of PQrk. And you~
Petitioner shall fQreverpray. JQHX D. WINT.

February 14, 1776.
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mention: it is, sir, to appoint some person as Commissary,
to receive, take care of, and be responsible for the various
sorts of military stores now in our hands.

"lam, sir, your most obedient servant,
"CHARLES LEE.

" To the President of the Provincial Congress of the Colony
of New- Y01.k."

"New.Yorl(, February 13, 1776.

"General TVooster employed Jean Baptiste De Gas the
4th of Janugry, as conductor and interpreter of the prison-
ers who were sent from ltlontreal to Albany. In conse-
quence, he conducted them to Albany. General Wooster
advanced him no money; but ~eceived from Lieutenant
Cook, at Ticonderoga, twenty':two shillings, New; York
money; that this is the only money he has received; that
as Generalltlontgomery had promised to recommend him to
the Congress for a commission in a regiment of Canadians
to be raised for the Continental service, and as General
Wooster assured him he had written in his favour to Mr.
Hancock, he thought both his interest and his duty obli~ed
~im ~o proceed to Philadelphia, in order to make applIca-
tIOn, m person, to the gentlemen of the Congress for their
favour and. protection; but at Pougl!keepsie he fell sick,
where, havmg no money, he was obliged to sell part of his
clothes to pay his Doctor, and the expenses of his living."

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh'Livingston, Esq., as
Treasurer. of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, pay to
Jean Baptiste De Gas, (recommended by General Lee,) who
appears to have been employed by General Tflooster as
Conductor and Interpreter to the Prisoners from lJ'Iontreal
to Albany, and for which he has not been fully satisfied, the
sum of twenty Dollars, to assist him on his journey from
this City to Philadelphia. ."

Ordered, That Colonel JMcDougall and Mr. Sands be a
Committee to take into consideration that part of Major-
General Lee's Letter to this Congress relative to the esta-
blishment of a Corps of Artificers, and the appointment of a
Commissary to receive, take care of, and be responsible for
the various ~orts of Military Stores now in the General's
hands; and that they report with all convenient speed.

A Letter from Messrs. William Bedlow and Jonathan
Lawrence, Commissioners in the Highlands, bearinO' date
the 12th instant, was read and filed, and is in the words fol-
lowing, to wit:

vice, and be a great saving. Yet I fear, unless the men
ha,:e some l!ttle extra allowance, they will rather enter upon
theIr dlJty with reluctance; and am the more induced to
think ~o'. as the soldiers who have beep employed by the
CommIssIoners hat"e had an allowance of one shillinO' per
day each. I shall be glad, therefore, to be informed whether
the men are to expect such, or any allowance, being, at
any rate, determined to exert myself in forwarding the bu-
siness by every means in my power. Enclosed you have a
return of the Minute-men now stationed here.*

"~nd am, gentlemen, with profound respect, your most
obedIent servant, I N"SAAC ICOLL.

"
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Colony
of New- York."

.

Ordered, That Mr. Scott and Mr. L' Hommedieu be a
Commit~ee to ta~e the. said Letters, and the subject-matter
thereof, mto consIderatIOn, and to prepare" answers thereto,
and to report thereon with all convenient speed.

J~seph Ootcn Bogert informed the Congress that the
Sentmels of the Port-Guard have prevented him from sup-
plying to His Ex?ellency the Governour, and t~l~people
on board of the ShIp Dutchess of Gordon the ordInary sup-
plies of fi'esh Provisions. . '

Ther~upon Ordered, That -!oseph O. Bogert, butcher,
be pen~l1tted to ~upply the ShIp Dutchess of Gordon with
a sufficIent quantIty of fresh Provisions; and that the sail'[
Joseph O. Bogert do furnish Captain William lJ'Iercier with
an account, from day to day, of the quantity of Provisions
so supplied by him; and that a certified copy of this Order
be given to_the said Joseph O. Bogert.

The Congress was informed that the Barrackmaster is
in want of Beds, or crocus or canvass to make Beds, for the
Troops hourly expected; and that materials fit for that pur-
pose are not to be purchased.

Therefore Ordcred, That Colonel Curtenius deliver to the
Barrackmaster as many of the coarsest Sheets ashe shall
apply for, to cover s~raw Beds for the Troops expected;
and that Mr. Curtemlls take the Barrackmaster's receipt
for the same. C C ..

John Van Cortlandt, Esq., Mr. Roosevelt, and Captain
Rutgers, are appointed a Committee to examine th'e Lists of
empty HO\lses in this city, made by sundry citizens at the
-request of the Committee of Safety, and returned to this
Congress, and to ascertain such as they may think most
proper for the use of the Troops. ."Fort Constitution, February 12, 1776.

" SIR: As we have now weather to finish the Battery
recommended in a letter fro.m the Committee of Safety of
23d January last, we were desirous of setting about it, by
employing the Minute-men in garrison here. Colonel Nicoll
informs us the men seem unwilling, unless allowed some
s~allcompensation. We have agreed to allow them one
shilling per day when at work. If it is not with your ap-
probation, shall desist from giving them anything.

"
We beg leave to remark, on the order of the Commit-

tee in the above-mentioned letter, that, to make the breast-
work of said Battery twenty feet thick, we must make the
stone-work of the waIf equal to support such a breastwork'
which will be as expensive, and take as much time as ha~
already accrued on it. If it.be agreeable, we c.an.make the
breastwork with three pieces of timber thick, twelve by
twelve on the outer face, and two the inside, takil1O'in the
whole width of the crown of the wall, except six in~hes for
the sleepers of the platform to rest on, and to fill the space
between the timber with earth, well rammed down. Y ollr
answer from the Committee of Safety will oblige, sir, YOllr
humble servants,

"
UT Bn ILLIAM EDLOW.

"JONATHAN LAWRENCE.
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for tbe Colony of ~Ye'W.

. T. ..
. Yurk.-A Return of the Troops now on present duty at F07>tCon.

"
To pzerre T an Cortlandt, EsqUIre, ChaIrman of the Com- ~titution.
mittee .of Safety, New- York." Captain Samuel Ra!/mond, Lieutenant David Reynold~,Lieutenant

A Letter from Colouel JsaacNicoll, Commanding Officer
Richard Langdon, Deputy Quartermaster_John Ri./fmnan, Ensign

t th F "fi
.

" h H " 11 d d d fil d
Vmcent Helm~, four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drummer one Fifer

a e ort! catIons m t e Igl an s, was rea an e, fifty-eightPrivates. '
,

and is in the words following, to wit: Captain ['ete,"Hill, Lieutenant Jame~ Latta, Lieutenant ~Yathaniel

"Fort Constitution Februa ry 12 1776
~Hilligc:n, four Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drummer, one Fifer, fifty., ,. fivePnvateli.

"
GENTLEMEN: The CommISsioners for carrying on the Captain. . . . . ., Lieutenant Jalne~ Butler, Lieutenant William

works at this garrison have applied to me to order out Barke,', Ensign Wil!iam f!arpenter, .two Sergeants, three Corporals,

workmen-parties out of the men under my command here-
one Drumnrer,"?ne FIfer, thlTty.tI,voPrIVates.

.

for that purpose. I am heartily disposed to comply with
I herebycerlif~the aboveto be a true ~eturl) of the 'froops now on

h
.

b
.

d
. .

11 h . bl' k
present duty. Given under my hand, at Fort Con~titution Feb,'uary

t elf request, emg assure It WI promote t e pu 1C ser- 13,1776. 'ISAAC 'NICOLL.

""

Die Mercurii, 3 ho. P. M., February 14, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General TYoodhull, President.
FOR NEw-Y ORK.-l\'�r. Scott, Mr. Beckman, Colonel Bra-

sher, Colonel ~McDougall, Mr. Roosevelt, Captain Rut-
"gers, Mr. Cortlandt.

FOR ALBANY.-Mr.. Abraham Yates, Jun., Colonel Nicoll,
Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel Rensselaer, Mr. Oothoudt.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General W()odhull, Mr. L' Hommcdieu, Mr.
Wickham, Mr. Hobart.

.

FOR DUTcHES"S.-Colonel M. Graham, Colonel 'Po Ten
. Broeck, Mr. G. Livingston, Major R. G. Livinrrston.

FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Herring, Mr. Allison.
b

FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Dewitt, Mr. Lefever, Mr. Rhea.
FOR WESTCRESTER.-Mr. Ward, Colonel L. Graham,

Dr. Graham, Colonel G. Drake.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore, Mr. Wills.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Covc.nhoven, Mr. Vanderbilt.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Dr. Williams.
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The Congress were informed by a Member that, amongst
other Stores lately removed and put into the care of Colo-
nel Peter Curtenius, there is a chest of excellent Lint for
wounds, which ought to be carefully preserved, on account
of the difficulty of obtaining that article; and that some
Linen for bandages is also necessary.

Therefore Ordered, That Dr. John Jones and Dr. Treat
be requested to take the charge and care of all the said Lint,
and so much of the Medicines and Sheets now in the pos-
session of Colonel Curtenius <lS they may think necessary

, for dressing of wounds, tQ be preserved for the use of such
Hospital. and Troops as shall hereafter be directed by the
Provincial Congress, or Committee of Safety of this Co- .
lony.

And Ordered, That Colonel P. T. C~lrteniu~ deliver the
said Lint, Medicines, and Sheets, to those gentlemen when
it may be convenient for them to receive the same. ,

A Letter from the Congress of New-Jersey, dated at
New-Brunswick, on the 12th instant, was read and filed,
and is in the words following, to wit:

"In Provincial Congress, Brunswick, February 12, 1776.

"S This Congress, sincerely' desirous of rende11ng
every ~ble assistance to. promote the common cause of
America, have most cheerfulIy' complied' with the request of
your Committee of Safety, as sig!1ified to us by your letter
Qf the 10th instant; and Colonel Heard, with a detachment
Itf seven hundred men under his command, is now under
orders to march immediately to Staten-Island, to secure it
from depredators.

"It will always be a pleasure to this Congress to co-ope-
rate with your Colony in any measures which concern the
common interest; and we hope, as soon as this particular
service is completed, that Colonel Heard will have permis-
sion to return with the troops under his command.

" I am, your most obedient humble servant,r

"
By order: SAMUEL TUCKER, President.

"
To the Honourable Pierre Van Cortlandt."

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony at Conti-
nental Congress, dated 11th February, was read and filed,
and is in the words following, to wit:

"
Philadelphia, February II, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN: Agreeably to your instructions, we have
represented to CO'1gress the case of the inhabitants of Rich-
mond Cdunty. As our Convention might be embarrassed,
while it seemed doubtfill to you whether they ought, wjth-
out the intervention of Congress, to decide on the propriety
of admitting the Deputies elected for that County, it became
our duty to press for a speedy decision on this subject. It
was readily agreed that the Convention ought to be the sole
judges of their own Members; and on this principle the
resolution, which we have the honour to enclose, was
grounded. We have obtained a warrant on the Continental
Treasury for twelve thousand dollars, to strengthen your
hands in raising, within our Colony, the four battalions in-
tended for its immediate protection and defence. The first
opportunity which presents itself to you, or us, shall be em-
braced to forward the money. ,

,

"The great difficulties w'ith which our Convention was,
on a similar occasion, pressed the last year, will, we hope,
be avoided by this expedient, and for which we were the
more solicitous, from our ignorance whether the state of our
Provincial finances would admit of your performing this
essential service to advantage without such aid.

"Some time since we were favoured with an order of
our Convention authorizing us to draw on the Provincial
Treasurer for the allowance they were pleased to provide
for their Delegates. To such of us as have continued here
since the last recess of Congress, it would be convenient,
and prevent the risk and difficulty of double-carriage, should
we be directed to deduct out of the money which will pass
through our hands, agreeably to the above-mentioned war-
rant, our respective balances. In that case, the residue shall
be accompanie'd by our receipt to the Provincial Treasurer
as his vQucher. '

"
We expect soon to have the honour of writing to you

again on other subjects of your despatches, on some of
which we think it probable you may have consulted the
Deputies of Congress, whp arrived this day from your
city.

" Weare, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obe.,
dient, humble servants, )

"JAMES DUANE,
"JOHN ALsoP,

"
W lLI.IAM FLOYD,

"FRANCIS LEWIS.

"To the Honourable the Committee of Safety, New- York."
The case of Richmond County, and Resolve of Conti..

nental Congress thereon, were read and filed, and are in the
words following, to wit :'"

"In Congress, February 8, 1776.

"The Inhabitants of Richmond County, in the Colony
of New- York, having refused to sepd Deputies to represent
them in Provincial Cony}ntion, and otherwise manifested
their~nmity and oppositrnn to the system and measures
adopted for preserving the liberties of America; and, as It
just punishment for their inimical conduct, the Inhabitants
of that Colony, having been prohibited by the Convention
from all intercourse and dealings with the Inhabitants of
the said County; and this Congress being informed by the
Committee of Safety of that Colony that the Freeholders
of the said County did afterwards, without any opposition,
elect Deputies to'represent them in Provincial Convention,
but, as the proceedings against them had been submitted to
the consideration of Congress, it was apprehended Deputies
could not be received until the sense of Congress thereupon
should be communicated:

"Resolved, That it be referred to the said Provincial
Conventio~, to take such measures respecting the admission
of the Deputies and revoking the interdict on the Inhabi-
tants of the said County, as they shall judge most expedient:
provided, that the said Deputies, and majOl' part of the In-
habitants of said County, shall subscribe the Association
entered into by that Colony.

"
Extract £i'om the Minutes:

"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary."
Ordered, That the Secretaries transmit a copy of the

Resolve of Continen~al Congress on the case of Richmond
County to the Deputies lately elected by the people of that
County.

Resolves of Continental Congress of the 5th instant, re-
lating to Batteaumen and the Regiment for the service of
Canada, enclosed in a Letterfrorn the Delegates of this Colo-
ny, were read and filed, and are in the words following, to wit:

"
In Congress, FeQruary 5, 1776.

"Resolved, That the Resolution of Congress of the 8th
of last month, for sending s!lndry Shipwrights from the
cities of New- YOTk and Philadelphia to build Batteaus at
TicondeTOga, be superseded; and that General Schuyler be
desired to employ any such Artificers as he shall think pro-
per in that business.

"That General Schuyler be desired to issue warrants for
comp'leting the Regiment directed to be rai$ed in New-
York for the service of Canada; and that it be recom-
mended to the Convention of that Colony to appoint such
officers thereof as General Schuyler hath nominated.

"
That General Schuyler be desired to employ such Bat-

teaumen as are in or near Alb~ny, instead of those it. was
recommended to the Convention of New- York to procure.

"
Extract .1i'O)11the Minutes:

" "CHARL'ES THOMSON, Secretary."

Ordered, That th!') Secretaries transmit a copy thereof
to l\iajor-General Schuyler with all possible despatch.

Ordered, That Mr. Lzspenard be permitted to supply,
and put on board of the Ship Dutchess of Gordon, Beer for
the use of said Ship.

A Letter fi'om Major-Genera1 Lee, respecting a report of
a Fleet' at the Hook, was Tead and filed, and is in the words
following, to wit:

"February 14, two o'clock P. M., 1776:

" SIR: I would humbly propose to the Congress not to
,

lose a single instant in despatching a whale-boat to the Hook"
.

to recoimoitre the tIeet, whether they are friends or enemies :;
for should tlleY be the latter, and intend a visit to this place"
we should make an awkward figure, unless we are prepared
for their reception.

~

" I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
"CHARLESLEE.

"To the President of the' Provincial Congress of the Colo..
ny of ;New-York."
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A copy of an Answer, which had been immediately re-
turned to the General by tpe President and Colonel Mc-
DougaTt, informing that proper care has already been taken
on that subject, was read and approved of by the Con-
gress.

Die Jovis, A. M., February 15,1776.
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Beckman, Mr. Roosevelt, Captain

Rutgers, Mr. ,!)ands, Colonel :lt1cDougall, Col. Brasher,
Mr. T. Smith, Mr. Scott.

FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Oothoudt, Mr. Yates, Colonel Nicoll,
Mr. GanseiJOort, Colonel Rensselaer.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. 'Wickham, Mr.
Hobart, Mr. L' HommcdieuJi."

FOR DUTcHEss.-ColonellVL Graham, Mr. G. Livingston,
Major R. G. Livingston, Colonel Ten Broeck.

FOR KING's.-Mr. Coven/lOven.
FOR OItANGE.-Mr. Herring, Colonel Allison.
FaIt ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Mr. Dewitt, Mr.

1Visner.
FOR 'V ESTcHESTE,It.-Colonel G. Drake, Colonel L. Gra-

ham, Doctor Graham, Stephen Ward.
FOR TRyoN.--Mr. ftfoore, Mr. Wills.
Folt CHARLOTTE.-Doctor 1Villiams.

A draft of a Letter to several persons in Queen's County,
was read and approved of, and is in the words following:

" SIR: By an orderof the ContinentalCongrcss,Colonel
Heard has apprebended the following persons, to wit: Jo-
seph French, Esq., William ff!eyman, Daniel KI:ssam, Esq.,
Samuel Clowes, Esq., John Townsend, ,fohn Polhemus,
John Shoals, Charles Hicks, Thomas Smith, Esq., Captain
B. Whitehead, Nathaniel Moore, John W~llet, Gabriel G.
Ludlow, George Weeks, Samuel Hallet, Gilbert Van FVyck,
Samuel ~""lartin,and David Brooks, inhabitants of your Coun-
ty, who are now in our custody. They were considered by
the Congress as inimical to the liberties of America, and were
ordered to be continued in our custody until an inquilY
should be made by this Convention into their condl,lct, and
a report ther~of made to the Congress. Wherefi)re, we de-
sire you would immediately collect what evidence you can
against those persons, respecting their denying or refusing to
obey the directions of the Conti'nental or this Congress;
what part they have taken in procuring powder from the
Asia man-of-w'ar, and distributing the same; their taking
up arms against the country; or any other act they may
have done inimical to the liberties of the United Colonies;
and transmit the same to us in writing, together with the
nameii, of the principal witnesses to prove the same, with
aU possible speed."

Ordered, That copies of the foregoing Letter be en-
grossed, and transl)1itted to such of the Inhabitants of Queen's
County as are most likely to execute the service required
therein.

,Mr. ~~Iooremoved in the words following, to wit:

l\1R. PRESJDENT: I move for the loan of four hundred
Pounds, out of the Treasury of this Congress, to defray
accounts charged against the Committee of Tryon County
for expresses, services of Minute-men on alarms, and other
necessary expenses; the sum so lent to be secured by the
bQnd of Isaac Paris, Esq., T;VilliamWills, and mY,3elf,to Pe-
ter v B. Livingston, Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress,
and cha{ged to the account of Tryon County.

Whereupon, it w~ Resolved and Ordered, First: That
the Treasurer of this Congress pay to Messrs. Isaac Paris,
Williarn]Vills, and John ]J;Ioore, the SQm.of four hundred
Pounds, New-York money, and that he take their joint and
several obligations for the same, in his own name, payable
on demand.

Second. Resolved, That the Obligors do, with all con-
venient speed, produce to this Congress an account of the
Moneys expended by the Committee of Thjon County, with
the proper vQuchers; and that they shall have credit ()n the
said obligation for such expenditures as shall hereafter be
adjudged by this Congress to be a proper charge against
this Colony.

'.

And it is fu:rther Resolved, That the said Obligors apply
to tbe Commissioners for Indian Affairs for the pa~1llentof

suchexpend~tures as' have been made by the Committee ill
their department, and pay the same to the Treasurer of this
Congress, in discharge of the ~aid obligation, with ,all con-
venient speed.

Colonel Brasher brought into Congress a request from
Hugh and Alexander TVallace, Esqs., requesting a permit to
put on board the Ship Dutchess of Gordon one and a half
pipe of Wine, for the use of his Excelhmcy GovernourTryon.

Thereupon, Orderrd, That a permission be made out for
those gentlemen, or their agent, to put the said "Vine on
board for his Excellency's use; and that one of the Sccn~~
taries do attest the sarne.

A Letter from Thomas Palmer, Esq., enclosing an Agree-
ment, and the names of a number of men who havy agreed
to inEst under Mr. William ]J;Iartin, as their Captain,. in the
Troops to be raiscd for the defence of this Colony; as, also,
an extract ot the Proceedings of the Committee of New-
M~r~borough, .applx>ving of, ~nd. re~mq1~:mding the' said
Wlllzam ]J;lartm, as a Captalll III the saId Troops to be
raised; was read.

Orden:d, That the said Letter, with the Papers enclosed,
be referred to the Committee appointed to take intoconsi-
deration the Resolutions of the Continental Congress. relative
to the raising the Troops for the defence of this Cotouy.

A Letter, signed by Captain Samuel Jones and several
others, dated at Goshen, February 9, 1776, ,vas read; and
they thereby request that this Congress will favour the
County of Orange with part of the Field-Officers for the
Troops intended to be raised in 'this Ccilony; and tgey re-
commend Mr. Israel Wells as one of the Majors. -

Ordered, That the foregoing Letter be referred to the
Committee appointed to consider of the ~esolutions of the
Continental Congress, relative to the raislllg the Troops far
the defence of this Colony.

Whereas a large body of Troops are daily expected from
th~ ne!ghbou~ing Coullt~e~ a~? Colonies, for the d~fence. of
tlns City agamst the MIDJstenal Army and Navy, III whICh
case it will be necessary (as the BalTacks are already filled
with those already arrived) to provide proper Houses for
their reception:

It is, therefore, Resolved and Ordered, That the General
Committee for the City and County of New- York be re-
quested forthwith to cause a Return to be made to them of
all the empty Houses in this city;imd that they, pr a Sub-
Committee of their body, select a sufficient number of the
said Houses for the accommodation of the Troops that shall
from time to time arrive; that, in the choice of the said
Houses, such be taken as may be least liable to be injured by
the Troops; that the said Committee, or their Sub-Commit-
tee, be earefill to take a survey of the condition of the said
Houses at the time they shall. be taken possession of,. and
at the time such Houses shall be left by the said Troops;
to the end that proper satisfilCtian may be made to the pro-
prietors for any injury the said Houses may receive by rea-

.son of quartering Troops therein:
And it 1'Sfurther Ordered, That the Barrackmaster for

the time being be subject to, and under the direction of the
said Committee, or their Sub-Committee; and that the Chair
man of the said Committee be requested to cause the said
General Committee to be convened immediatelv, that this
Order may be executed. '

.
Ordered, That a certified copy of the foregoing Order

be sent to the Chairman of the General Committee of the
City and County of New- York:

Whereas a number of the Troops commanded to this
City by Major-General Lee, are arrived from Westchester
County; and there is not any Barrack room, or proper
lodgment for them, wherein to put them under cover; and
whereas others of the said Troops commanded to this City
from WestchestfT and Dutchess Counties, are hourly expect-
ed, and Lodgings must also be provided for tire whole of
those Troops; and whereas, from' the nece~sity of the case,
the Congress must direct those Troops already arrived, and
~uch as shall arrive, to be put into the empty Houses in this
City:

Therefore, Ordered, That John Van Cortlandt, Esq.,
Mr. Isaac Roosevelt, Captain Rutgers, and Colonel Mc-
Dougall, be a Committee to place all the before-mentioned
Troops under cover; that the said Committee, or anyone or
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more of them, be fully authorized to open and enter into
any uninhabited Houses in this City, which they shall think
proper Jor that purpose; that they, or either of them, be em-
powered, where necessary, to take any goods or effects out
of any such House or Houses as they may think proper to
have used for placing Soldiers, and have the same safely
stored; that the said Committee be authorized to take to
their assistance any Freeholders or Inhabitants of the said
City they shall think proper; and that the BaJTackmaster
of the C

,

ity of New- York
,

for the time being, subject to the
directions of the Committee before named, be, and hereby
is, authorized to place Troops in all such Houses as the
said Committee, or anyone or more of them shall direct.

, Die Jovis, P. M., February 15, 1776.

Tbe Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
, Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
l<'ORNEW-YORK.-Mr. &ott: Co19uelBrasher, Mr, Sands,

Mr. Beekman, Mr.' T. Srrnth, Colone] McDougall.
FOR ALBANY.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Abmham Yates,

Colonel Rensselaer, Colonel P. R. Livingston, Mr.
Oothoudt, Mr. Gansevoort.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. L' Hommedieu,
Mr. 'fVickham, Mr. Hobar(.

FOR ULSTER.-:Mr.Wisner, Jun., Mr. Lefever, Mr. Rhea,
Mr. Dewitt.

FOR OJl,ANGE-ColonelAllison, Mr. Herring, Colonel Hay.
FOR TRYON.-Mr. Moore, Mr. Wills.
FOR DUTcHEss.--Colonel it!. Graham, Colonel P. Ten

Broeck, Mr. (f: Livingston, Mr. Everson, MajorR. G.
Livingston.

FOR WESTCHESTER.-Doctor Gmham, Colonel G. Drake,
Mr. Ward, Colonel L. Graham.

FOR KINa's.-Mr. Covenhoven.
FOR CHARLoTTE.-Doctor Williams.

A Letter from Colonel Curtenius was read and filed. He
therein mentions, that the Quartermaster of Colonel Drake's
Regiment, had applied to him for Provisions; that he had
none in store; that his other engagements in the publick
business will not admit of his attending to that matter; and
requesting the Congress to appoint a person pro tem., until
a Deputy Commissary arrives here.

Lieuf$nant-Colonel Lewis Graham, of Colonel Drake's
Regiment, now in Congress, offered to procure Provisions for
the said Regiment, until the Quartermaster can provide for
dlcm:

Thereupon, Ordered, That Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis
Graham be enabled, and he is hereby empowered and re-
quested, to purchase Provisions forColonel Drake's Regi-
ment for the present, and to direct the Quartennaster to take
care of and distribute the same, agreeably to Continental
aJlowance; and that he bring in an account for the same.

The Committe-e appointed to consider of the Resolves
of Congress relating to the ensuing Campaign, delivered in
their Report in the words [onowing, to wit:

Your Cpmmittee beg leave to report the fonowing Re-
solves:

1st. That, for the more expeditiously completing the in-
listment of the four Battaliops to be raised for the defence
of this Colony, it is necessary that a proportionable number
of men be allotted to each County. '

2d. That a sufficient number of officers be appointed in
each County to command the men to be raised in the same.

3d. That, in the appointment of such officers, those who
have served their much injured country in the last cam-
paign ought to have the preference.

4th. That, when, there are not a sufficient number of old
officers who choose to serve in anyone County, the defi-
ciencyought to'be made up out of those who are recom-
mended by the respective County Committees.

5th. That a letter be written to the several County Com-
mittees, enclosing the third and fourth of these resolves, to-
gether with blank warrants for the officers to be appointed
in each respective County.

6th. That two gentlemen be held up by this body, to
the Continental Congress, to fill each place as Field-Offi-
cers in the four Battalions to be raised in this Colony, and
that such Field-Officers ag have not been in actual service,
be chosen from the several Counties where the men are
rkised, in as equal proportions ~~ay be. '

.

7th. That the Colonel of e~ich Regiment appoint the
Adjutant and Quartermaster. ,

$th. That the Chaplains, Surgeons, and Surgeons' Mates,
be appointed by this Congress.'

All which is humbly submitted.
The said Report being read, was ordered to be read a S8'-

cond time; and, being again read, paragraph bY'paragraph,
The Congress agrees with their Committee III their said

Report.
Mr. Covenhoven dissents.
A Letter from Robert R. tivingst01i, Esq., WaS read and

filed, ~nd is in the words following, to wit:
,

.. Claremont, February 3, 1776.

"SIR: I had the honour of your ietter; with your polite
condolence on the deatlU4f my father, and am extremely'
obliged by your favourabl~ention of him. As his lifewa~
a continued endeavour 'todeserve the good~opinion of his
country, so the most grateful offering to his memory is the
commendation of tree and good men.

"The sentiments you are pleased to express of me, re-
quire my most grateful acknowledgments,' and will, I hope,
animate me to merit your approbation-a reward adequate
to the worthiest actions.

"My brother John has finished the powder-mill, and will
be obliged to you for procuring him the necessary mat~rials,
to render it as useful as I wish it to be.

"I am, sir, yours and the Committee's most obedient
servant, "RoBE:RT R. LIVINGSTON.

"To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairn1an of the Com-
mittee of Safety, New- York."

.

Mr. L' Hommedieu, from the Committee appointed to
draw an answer to the Letter of the Commissioners at the
Fortifications in the High]ands, accordingly reported a draft,
which was read.

Ordered, That the consideration of the said Draft be
postponed till to-morrow, and that, in the mean time, Mr.
Thomas Grenell be requested to attend this Congress to-
morrm";, to give information relating to the bread!h orthe
foundation of the parapet ot the Battery now erecting, and
such other information as may be necessary.

A Petition of nine Soldiers of Captain Johnso1}'sCom~
pany,* praying that their Under Clothes might I)ot be de-
ducted out of their Pay, and they be' allowed their expenses
returning from Albany, was read and filed.

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be deferred
until Colonel itlcDougall shan receive an answer to a
Letter he wrote to General &huyler on that subject.

Colonel McDougall, from the Committee appointed yes-
terday to report on Major-General Lee's Letter, rel;tling to
the appointment of a Commissary for the Continental Ar-
tillery Stores, "and the appointment of a Company of Arti-
ficers, delivered in their Report; which was read, and is in
the words following, to wit:

.

The Committee appointed to consider of, and report on,
the subjects recommended to Congress by General Lee's
Letter of the 14th instant, do report:

That a Commissary is necessary to take the charge of
the Continental Stores in this city and the neighbourhood i
and that they recommend Mr. Hugh Hughes for that
office; and that a letter should be written to the Continen-
tal Congress informing them of this appointment, and re-
questing them to determine what pay he shan have.

"To the Honow'able the Provincial Congress of NKw-YoR'\t. The
humble Petition of us, retUl'ned fl'om the .Vorthward, under the
command of Captain JOIINSON, showell"
Tbat your Petitioners hllving been a campaign, in this inclement sea.

son, as long as they were required, to the Northward, and were willing
to continue or re-enter in the service; but understand now, since our re.
turn to this city, not only that the said Captain John.yon intends lDaking
a large deduction of our wages (which we presume 'dear]y e!trned) for
our clothing, (which we conceived to be given as abounty,) but also of
stopping-our pay from the 27th of JanuaI'Y, then inJJlbany; since which
we have been at great cost and time to come down, and, arc now On ex.
penses, though not proper1y discharged. Wherefore your Petitioners
pray this honourable Board to tak~ their case into consideration, and
give <\u-ections to said Captain Johnson for the payment of our arrears,
without deduction, and for our subsistence and pay till discharged;
which wi1l give resolution and activity to your ptjtitioners to persevere
in the defence of the liberties of .~merica, until the same be permanently
established. And your Petitioners -I1all e"er pray. ,

Theady Leady, Thomas Riel,)', Jam,es Ryon,
John Wiley, James Magaw, Paul 8wigar,
Mick Kelly, Joqn Ricks, Alexander O'Dear.
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That a Company of Artificers is also necessary to ?e
immediately 'irnboilied,because the WQrksto be erected wIll
require the assistarice of Carpenters and Blacksmiths with-
out delay; and unless this company is imbodied, the Gene-
ral will be obliged to employ a number of tradesmen, at
daily wages; which will incur a greater expense to the pub-
lick than would be created by the company aboye-men-
tioned. Tha,t they are of opinion that the company should
consist of about sixty men, officers included; that one Cap-
tain and two assistants wiJJ be necessary. That the Cap-
tain of this company should be a Carpenter, and have the
pay of a Captain of a marching Regiment; that one of the

. assistants should be a Blacksmith, the other a Carpenter;
that the assistants should have a Lieute"Qant's pay in the
marching Regiments; that they are informed the privates
of the Companies of Artificers at the camp near Cambridge
have ten dollars per month,and that the privates of this
company should have the same pay. That, from the in-
fonllation they have received from the officers of the train
with the General, the Captain of Artificers has three rati<)lls,
the assistants two, and the privates one. That they rli!-
commend Mr. Anthony Post as a fit person to be the Cap-
tain of the Company of Artificers. ' ,

All which is humbly submitted to the Congress.
The said ReporLbeing read, was ordered to be read a

second time; and, being again read, paragraph by para-
graph, and amended, was agreed to.

Mr. &ott informed the Congress that David Matthews,
Esq., is appointed Mayor of this City, and that it is neces-
sary that several Magistrates be present before the Gover-
nour, to see him qualified. Thereupon a Pass WaS given to
Mr. ft'Iatthews in the words following, to wit:

Ordered, That. David :Matthews, Esq., one of the Ma-
gistrates, as also all the other Magistrates of this City, be,
and they are hereby, permitted to go on board of the Ship
Dutchess of Gordon on publick business with his Excel-
lency Governour Tryon.

A Petition of John Tflillett, and fourteen other persons,*
praying to be relieved from their present confinement, was
read. .

Debates arose thereon. Thereupon the question was put,
whether the same should be taken into consideration im~
mediately, and carried by a majority; but, being late, the
same is deferred. till to-morrow.

Die Veneris,A. M. February 16, 1776.
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEW-Y oR.K.-Mr. Beekman, Mr: Sands, Colonel Mc-

Dougall, Mr. Van Zandt, Captain RutO"ers.
FOR ALBAN~.--Mr. A. Yates, Colonel Nicoli, Mr. Oothoudt,

Colonel Rensselaer, Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel P. R. Li-
vingston.

..

FOR. SUJi'Ji'oLK.-General WQOdhull, Mr. TVickham, Mr.
Hobart, Mr. L' Hommedieu.

FOR DUTcHEss.-Major Livingston, Colonel Ten Broeck.
Mr. Everson, Mr. G. Livingston, Colonel.M. Graham.

FORORANGE.-Mr.lIerring, Colonel Allison, Mr. Cooper,
Colonel Hay.

FOR TRYOIif.--Mr.~Ioore.
FOR ULSTER~-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Dewitt, Mr. Lefever.
FOR WESTCIJESTER.-Mr. Paulding, Colonel G. Drake,

Dr. Grahafn,Mr. Ward.
. .

FOR KING's."-Mr. Covenhoven.
FOR CHARLo'rTE.-Dr. Williams.

. To the Hol101lrahle tM. Provincial Congress for. the Colony of N IIW-
YonK, c01l"ve1led in the City 0/ ]SEw-Y(lIiK.

Whereasyo1]r Petitioners, on the 12th inst;mt, presented a Fetition to
this hon()l)rable bl)dy, praying to be admitted to return to their-respective
families, upon pamle of hon()ur, but have been .m unhappy as not to
.have peart! anything relative t() tbat matter, as yet, and are still in close
confinement, t<J the great prejudice ()rtbemselves and families'; they
therefore humbly entreat this honourable body to take their case into
consid.crati()n, and grant them such relief as to this honourable House
may ~eem meet. AndY01]r Petitioners will ever pray.

.

.J()bnWiJlett,. . Daniel Kissam, John Polhcmus,
BenjaminWhitehcaJ, J()hn Shoals, Charles Hicks
TbQrnas Smith, Samuel Hallett, Samuel Marti~
'William Waynman, Gilbert Van Wyck, David Brooks, '
Nathaniel Moore, John 'fQwnsf!nd, Joseph French.

Crn aii'. NEW~Y OR~, FebruaI'y 15,1776.
.,.

Colonel JJfcDougall infonned the Congress that he un-
derstood that the floors were laid in the Hospital latyly .
e.recte'd ill .this City; that the Troops already arrived, and
those-flxpected to arrive, would stand in need of Quarters.

Th.ereupon, Ordered, That Colonel Swartwout be af)-"
thorized to demand the Keys of the Hospital lately erected
in the City, and open the same; that he examine the rooms
and apartments, and if he thinks them proper for quartering
Troops in, that he be authorized tomake use of the same
for his Regiment of Minute-men. .

A Letter from Andries Onderdonck, Chairman of the
Committee of lIaverstraw Precinct, dated January 30,1776,
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to ~it:

"In C()mmittec, Haverstraw Precinct, January 30, 1776.

" GENTLEMEN:Enclosed is' a list of the names of the
Field-Officers nominated for the Battalion in this precinct,
and the return of the Cttptains and officers chosen by the
respective companies, except one Lieutenant and the offi-
cers of one company, which is not yet settled, the late Cap-
tain being advanced. You wiJI be pleased to send blank
commissions for those that may be chosen.

." It is now a long time since the nomination and choice,
and have long expected the commissions by return of
7'homas Olltwater, Chairman of the Joint Committees of

.

this precinct and Orangetown, and have not known, many
days, that no returns had been made on our account.

" Weare, gentlemen, your very humble' servants,
"ANDRIES ONDERDONCK,Deputy Chairman.

"To the President of the Provincial Congress, NeUJ.-York."

A List of the Field and other Officers of the Militia in
Have~straw Precinct W;iSalso read and filed.

Ordered, That Commissions be made out for the Fi.dd
and other Officers of the Militia in the Precinct of Haver-
straw.

Mr. Rapalye, clerk to Henry White, Esq., delivered in
an account of fresh Provisions supplied to his Majesty's
Ships for some time past, and requested pennission to sup-
ply his Majesty's Ships as usual:

.

Thereupon, Ordered, That lIenry White, Esq., by his
agent, be permitted to supply his Majesty's Ship Asia with
twelve hundred weight, and the Phenix with sevt)n hun-
dred weight, of fresh Provisions, a!ld vegetables equivalent.

It being represented to. Congress that the Troops daily
arriving in tbisCity are without any person, appointed as a
Commissary, to provide them with Provisions; and Mr..Cur-
tenius, bya letter yesterday, has infonned the Congress that
his other employments for the publick will not admit of his
undertaking that business; and Mr. Abraham Livingston
being recommended as a proper person for that purpose,

Ordered, That Mr.. Abraham Livingston be, and he is
hereby, appointed Commissary, to supply the Troops from
westchester and Dutchess Counties, now arrived and daily
coming into this City, until further order, or the arrival of a
Deputy from T'ValterLivi1igston, Esq., Deputy Commissary-
General. .

Ordered, That Messrs. Van Zandt, Roosevelt, and Her-
ring, be a Comll)ittee to settle with John Holt for his ser-
vices'in Printing, and to ascertaintbe sum due to him.

A Petition of Henry Remsen, John Broome, and thirteen
other persons, was-read. They thereby set forth the great
loss one 01'more members of a Committee sustained in the
year 177 , for preserving the then Non-Importation Agree-
ment, and pray relief. The accounts of the costs and
damages suffered, and the state and pleadings of the court,
both in a court of law and before the Governour and As-
sembly of Rhoae-Island, were also delivered in.

.

Ordered, That Mr. &ott, Mr.'Thomas Smith, a,nd Mr.
L' Hommedieu, be a Committee to take apd examine the s~id
Peiition and Papers, with power to send for persons and
papers, and to report thereon with all convenient speed.

...

A draft of a Letter to the Commissioners.at tIle Fortifi-.
cations in the HighlaIlds, was read and approved, and is. in
the words following, to wit:

In Pmvincial Congress, New-York, February 16,1776.

G.ENTLE~N: In answer to your letter of the 12th in-
stant, we are' to inform you that we cannot anow the Mi-
nute-men extra wages while on working parties, as the.
example would greatly impede tbe publick service. There



2i 1 NEW.YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, FEBRUARY, 1776. 272 .

are m-any Minute Regiments now in this city, who are
employed in working parties, without any expectation of
wages other than the Continental pay; for should we ad-
mit extra wages in one instance, it would be expeGted in-every case. ,As to the breastwork of the Battery, it is
agreeable to us you, make the same as you propose, con-
cluding it will answer the purpose, and be attended with
much less expense than the former method we recom-
mended.

1Ve are, gentlemen, your very humble servants.
By order.

To Messrs. Bedlow and Lawrence, Commissioners at the
Fortifications in the Highlands.
Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed

by the President, and transmitted.

A Petition of Elizabeth Atherton was read. She there-
by prays for the discharge of her husband, John Atherton,
the 'pilot. .

Ordered, That the facts on which the said John Ather-
ton stands eommitted, as far forth as they appear on the
Minutes of the Committee of Safety, be, with the Petition,
handed to the Committee of the City of New- York, that
they may try and deterniine 'on the case of said Atherton.

Ordered, That the. Committee of the City of New- York
be requested to meet every other day for the despatch of
business, and to attend with vigilance to the publick busi-
ness.

Ordered, That Colonel Brasher, Mr. Scott, Mr. FVick-
harn, Colonel Hay, Colon!;)]Gilbert Drake, Colonel Petrus
Ten Broeck, lVIr. Rhea, Colonel Nicoll, Mr. Moore, ]VIr.
Vanderbilt, and Dr. WilliarM, be a Co:rnmittee to settle the
quota or number of men and officers, under the rank of
Field-Officers, to be raised in the different Counties in this
Colony, to constitute the four Regiments ordered to be
raised thereil1 for th\.) ContiI)ental service and defenee of
tJ1is Colony, and that the said Committee report with all
convenient speed.

Mr. Herring, from the Committee appointed to take into
consideration the Letter from the Commit~ee of ltIarbletown,
and the applieation of the Company of Militia there, de-
livered in their Report, and the draft of a Letter to the
Committee; which 'fere respectively read and approved of,
and are.in the wQrds following, to wit:

Your Committee report: That it is their opinion that the
Committee of the Township of Marbletown, in Ulster Coun-
ty, have put a wrong construction upon the resolution of
Congress alluded to in their letter, and that, in consequence
thereof, they have erred in refusing the company of the
Southwest District of said town an opportunity of filling
up, by anelection, the vacancy occasioned by the promo-
tion of their late Captain. That all the Committee of said
Township can properly do towards the promotion of the
subaltern officers of said company is, to advise the company
to do it by an election; but in case the company elect any
other person, it is the duty of the Committee to return his
name,)n order to his being commissioned; provided he shall
have signed the Association, and belong to the Beat or Dis~
trict of said company.

Your Committee further report: That they conceive it
necessary that an: answer be immediately given to the Com-
mittee of said township upon their letter; and for that pur-
pose propose the following Letter: .

In Provincial Congress, New-York, February 16,1776.

GEN'TLEMEIif:Yours of the 29tb ultimo is come to hand.
In answer to the _request therein made, we inform you that
the words of the.resolution you ,allude to will not admit of
the cQnstruction you are inclined to put thereon. You are,
with all convenient speed, to call the company of the South-

'.west District of YQlJr township together, and give them an
opportunity to choose a new., Captain. At the same time
you .are not only at liberty, but We think it your duty, to
advise the' company, in afriendly'manner, to promote the
subaltern officers, or such of them as YO\lshall think to merit
it; but if they will not be advised, you are to suffer them
to elect any other; but you are not to return the name of
anyone to be commissionedIor thJlt company, unless he be-
longs to the Beat or District of said company, and has signed
-tbe Association.

All which is humbly submitted.

Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed,
and signed by the President, and transmitted.

A Letter trom General Lee,bearing date this day, on the
subject of shufting up the P0I1, was read and Ji\ed, and is
in the words follow'ing,to wit:

"N ew::V ork, February 16, 1776.

"SIR: I have received intelligencethat Mr. 'J)yon has
been guilty of most grossly abusing the indulgence shown
to him; that he has inveigled some of the gunsmiths on
board his ship; and that he is endeavouring to seduce as
many ashe can, with the view, undoubtedly, of distressing;

. us in the article of arms.' I could wish (as it has been
thought proper tQJi1rnish this gentleman with provisions and
other necesS1lrie~of life) that he should be obliged to give
some security that he will not intrigue, cabal, or machinate
mischief of any kind to the Continent or Province. This
business of the gunsmiths is the reason that I have, pro tern..
pore, interdicted all commupication with the Governour's
ship-a measure which I hope will be approved by the
Congress. ,

" I am, sir, your most obedient servant,

" CHARLES LEE.

"To the'Honourable the Congress of New- York."

Colonel Livingston informed the Congress that the pre.-
sent Militia Laws of this Congress .are materially defective;
particularly that the officers are not enabled to fip.e their
men for disobedience or non-appearance, if they are sum-
moned, as a regiment, more than twice a year.'

,

Ordered, That Genera.! Ten Broeck, Colonel Livingston,
and Colonel ~Morris Graham, be a. Committee to revise the
Militia Laws, and report thereon with all convenient speed.

Ordered, That Abraharn Lott, Esq., Treasurer of thi:,
Colony, send to this Congress a particular account of the
Pl'Ovisionshe has supplied to the Ship Asia, an~ other of
his Majesty's Ships in this Port, since the order for that
purpose first made by the late Provincial Congress of this
Colony. . ,.' '..

Mr. Herring obtained leave of absence, the County of
Orange now having three other Deputies attending this
Congress.

Dr. William Dusenberry delivered in a Petition, request-
ing to be appointed Sprgeon to a Regiment.

. .

Die Veneris,3 ho. P. M., February 16, 1776.
The Congress met pursuant to adjoumm,ent.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Beekman, Captain Rutgers, Mr.

Van Za~dt, Mr. Roosevelt. ,

FOR ALBANY.-Colonel Philip R. Livi1w~ton, Mr. Abra-
ham Yates, Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel J1cnssclaer, Colo-
nel Nicoll, General Ten Broeck.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr.£' Hommedie1.l,Mr.
Hobart, Mr. fVickham. ,

FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. fVisncr, Mr. Dewitt, MI'.
Lifever.

...

FOR ~RYoN.-Mr. Moore.
FOE DCTcHEss.-Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Colonel Jtlorn.,~

Graham, Colonel Ten Broec7c, Mr. Everson, Major Ii'.
G. Livingston.

FOR WEsTcHEsTER.-Colonel Gilbert Drake, Mr.'Paul-
ding, Mr. Ward, Dr. Graham. .

FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison, Mr. Guy-
per.

FOR CHARLOTTE.-Dr. Williams.
FOR :KING's.-Mr. Vanderbilt.

Ordered, That Colonel Rensselaer and Colonel Gilbe1't
Drake.be added to the Committee, appointed this mom-
ing, to revise the Militia Laws, and report thereon; and
that Mr. Ward supply the place of Mr. Drake, in the Com-
mittee to proportion the officers and men tQ be raised in
each County. ,

A Letter from Colonel Samuel Drake, of the Westchestfr
Regiment of Minute-men, on service in the City of jYew-
York, was read and filed, and'is in the words following, to
wit:

"New-Yprk, February 16, 1776.

"
SIR: I have been informed that ,Cl;)lonel Waterbury has

in charge aimmb£!r of guns, taken&om the Tories in west-
T
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NeV)-York, are held of and firmly bound unto. . .
in the sum of five hundred Pounds, lawful money of New-
York; for the payment whereof we bind ourselves, our
heirs, executors, and administrators, jointly and severally,
firmly by these presents. Sealed with our seals; dated this
. . day of . . . . . ., in the year of our Lord 1776.

The condition of this Obligation is such, that if the above
bounden. . . . . . . shall well and truly appearbefore
this present or any future Provincial Congress or Commit-
tee of Safety of this Colony, within six days after he shall
have be~n summoned, or "'lthin six days after a notification
for that purpose shall have been left at his last place of
abode, and then and there abide by and observe all such
orders and directions as shall be then and there enjoined
him; and in the mean time, if he shall behave himself
peaceably, and make no opposition to the measures of the
Continental Congress of the United Colonies, or of the
Provincial Congress of this Colony of New- York, nor insti-
gate others so to do, then this obligation to be void; but on
failure of any or either of the flbove conditions, to be and
remain in full force.

Sealed. and delivered in the presence of . . . . . . . . .
Ordered, That the said Draft be delivered to the said

John Willett and others; that they be informed they may
prepare copies thereof; and that when they have given
such Bonds, respectively, with security, they will be .per-
mitted to go at large.

Ordered, That one of the Secretaries be authorized to go
down to the said John Willett, and the other persons under
guard witl} him, and receive from them their respective
Bonds, duly executed with sufficient securities; and that, on
their delivering such Bonds with sufficient securities, and
discharging the pay and expenses of the guard, the said
Secretary do give them certificates of their being permitted
to go at large; and that they be thereupon permitted to go
at large.

che§ter County; and as many of the men in my regiment,
from the suddenness of the call and their poverty, are des-
titute of arms, I beg you will be pleased to give orders that
my'men be supplied with such of those arms as are fit for
servIce.

"From, sir, your most obedient servant,
"SAMUEL DRAKE,

Colonel of Minute.Regiment in Westchester County.

"To Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, Presipent of the Pro-
vincial Congress."

Ordered, That Dr. Graham and Mr. TfTard be a Com-
mittee to inquire how many Arms Colonel Waterbury has
taken; where and by whose orders; to whom each particu-
lar Fire-lock belongs, and where they now are; and to re-
port thereon to this Congress.

A Letter from. . . . . . . . . , Chairmanof a Con1-
mittee in Westchester County, relating to Captain James Va-
rian, of one of the Companies of Minute-men, in Colonel
Drake's Regiment, was+r~ad.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Captain James Varian, with
the men under his command, continue on duty, and receive
Continental pay equal with the other officers and men in the
regiment to which he belongs, until the dispute of his elec-
tion be settled, or the further order of this Congress.

A Letter from Joseph Frend, Esq., was read. He avers
that he can say, with a clear conscience, that he has not
transgressed against the Association since he signed it, and
prays to be released from confinement.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Joseph French, Esq., be per-
mitted to come to the Provincial Congress, now sitting in
the Assembly-Chamber, in the City-Hall of the City of
New- York, and without any guard.

.

To the Officer of the Guard, having the care of sundry In-
habitants of Queen's County, sent here prisoners, under
the care of Colonel Heard.

Joseph FTl'nch, Esq., came into Congress, and there vo- Dil;!Sabbati,A. M., February 17, 1776.
luntarily gave his promise to attend on the Provincial Con- The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
gress or Committee of Safety wben thereunto requested;
and he signed an engagement to that purpose, which is filed,

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.

and is in the words following, to wit;
FOR N EW-Y oRK.-Mr. Sands, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Beek-

man, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Van Zandt.
.

"In Provincial Congress,New-York,February 16,1776. FOR ALBANY.-:V[r. A. Yates, General Ten Broeck, J\fr.
"I, Joseph French, Esq., of Queen's County, in custody Gansevoort, Colonel Nicoll, Colonel P. R. Livingston.

of this Congress by order of the Continental Congress, do FOR SUFFoLK.-General IVoodhull, Mr. L' Hommedieu,
give m

. Y word of honour that I will appear before the Pro- M H b t M u, l. h. r. 0 ar, r. rrTicfi' am.
vincial Congress or Committee of Safety of this Colony, FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. G. Liliingston, Colonel ltL Gra-
when I shall be thereunto summoned." ham, Colonel P. Ten Broeck.

. Joseph Fr/mch, Esq., having given this Congress satis- FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Lefever, Mr. Dewl~tt, Mr. Wisner, lVIr.
factory assurance that he will appear before this Congress Rhea.
or the Committee of Safety, when thereunto re!1I1ired, FOR 'WESTCHESTER.-Mr. IVard, Colonel G. Drake, Dr.

Ordered, That he be pernlitted to go at large. Graham, Mr. PauldinO".
Thereupon, a Passport was given to Mr. French, in the FOR ORA"GE.-ColoneI1Iay, Colonel Allison, Mr. Cooper.

words following, to wit: FOR TRYON.-Mr. ltloore.

Joseph Fn:nch, Esq., having given this Congress satis- FOR CHARLOTTE.-Dr. Williams.

factory assurance that he will appear before this Congress Mr. Ward, from the Committee appointed to inquire of
or the Committee of Safety, when thereunto required, Colonel IVaterbury respecting the" Arms he has seized, re-

Ordered, That he be penni~ted t9 go at large. ported, that Colonel Waterbury infonned them that he dis-

The Congress took into consideration the Petition of armed several persons in Westchester County who are inimi-

John Willett and others, Inhabitants of Queen's County, cal to the measures pursued by the Colonies; that he
now under guard in this City. disarmed those persons by order of Major-General Lee.

Thereupon, on motion made, Resolved, That the said The said Committee delivered in an account of said Arms

John Willett, Benjamin Whitehead, Thomas Smith, Tflil- in the words following, to wit;
liam 1t'Cy~an, Nathaniel ~~loore, Daniel Kissam, John An Inventory of Guns and other warlike implements

Shoals, Samuel Hallett, Gilbert Van Wyck, John Town- ta;ken from the Tories in Westchester: Thirty Guns, two

send, John Polhemus, Charles Hicks, Sar/iuel Martin, and piir Holsters, nine Cutlasses, and three Pistols.

David Brooks, be released from their confinement, upon Mr. Ward further informed that they had nQt learned
their giving sufficient security for their appearance, when from what particular persons, by name, any of the said
required, before this or any future Congress or Committee Arms were seized or taken; and that Colonel TVaterbury
of Safety of this Colony; and, also, that they will in the is ready to deliver them as he shall be directed, on gettinO' a
meap. time deport themselves peaceably, and make no op- receipt for them.

0

position to the measures of tbis or the Continental Congress, Mr. Hobart and Mr. Beekman reported that they, ac-
nor instigate others thereunto; and on their paying all ex- cording to order, had w~ited upon M.ajor-General Lee, to
penses occasioned by their confinement. know the source of his information that Governour Tryon was

Thereupon, a draft of an Obligation, to be given with se- procuring Gunsmiths from this City on board. of his ship;
curity by the said John Willett, and the other prisoners above- that General Lee having given them the particulars of his
mentioned, was read and approved of, and is in the words information, they had pursued the inquiry to every person
following, to wit: of whom any information could reasonably be expected, and

Know all men by the~ presents: That we, . . . . . ., found that it arose from the circumstance of two journey-
of Queen's County, on~f!ssau-lsland, in the Province of men Gunsmiths having some time ago left the City-the

FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v. 18
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one in the last Packet for England, the other now said to
be in some part of the Jerseys.

Colonel Livingston, from the Committee appointed to
revise the Militia Laws of this Congress, delivered in their
Report, which was read and filed, and is in the words fol-
lowing, to wit:

Your Committee having taken under their consideration
the Rules and Orders for Regulating the -;\filitia of this Co-
lony, published by this Congress the 22d August, 1115,
and the Appendix thereto, published the 20th Decerrtber,
1775, beg leave to report:

That the following clause be added under the third Re-
solve, viz., after the word" Officers,"-" But in case any
Company, when met, should refuse to elect Officers, agree-
able to the above Resolution, that then, and in that case,
the Field-Officers of the Regiment or Regiments in that
District or Pr~cinct, together with the Committee of said
District or Precinct, are hereby directed to recommend such
persons for Officers for such Companies so refusing to elect
as they, or the majority of them, shall think capable."

That the words, "or recommended," he added in the
above Resolve, after the word" chosen."

That the second clause of the Appendix be added to the
sixth Resolve of the Rules and Orders.

That after the sixth clause in the Rules and Orders, the
sev~nth of the Appendix be added at the word" and."

That after the seventh clause in the Rules and Orders,
the fifth in the Appendix be added. .

That after the ninth clause in the Rules and Orders, the
eicrhth in the Appendix be added.

"That the followincr be added to the tenth in the Rules and
"

.

Orders, after the words" forfeit the sum of forty Shillings,"

-" to be levied on the goods and chattels of the offender,
by warrant from the Captain, .directed to a Sergeant of his
Company; and for want of the goods and chattels, to take
the body of the offender, and him !feep in safe custody until
such fine, together with the charges, be paid, or for the
space of one calendar month."

That the ninth clause of the Appendix be incorporated
into the twelfth of the Rules and Orders.

That the additional clause, at number eight; in the Rules
and Orders, be left out, and the following substituted in the
room of it, viz :

"The moneys arising by the fines in any Company to be
applied by the Captains (who are to keep regular accounts
of the same, and annually to render said accounts, signed
by them, unto the Commanding Officer, after paying for
drum, colours,. and fife) towards purchasing Arms, Ammu-
nition, and Accoutrements for such persons in such Com-
pany as are unable to furnish themselves; and the moneys
arisincr by the fines of the Field-Officers, to be equally divi-
ded b~tween the several Companies for the above-mentioned
use.'"

.

In addition to the exceptions in the thirteenth clause of
the Rules and Orders, viz :

"All Commissioned Officers that have served in the
Continental service, Members of the General Assembly, a
Founder and three hands to each Furnace, and two men to
each Forge, and the people called Quakers, upon their pro-
ducing a certificate from the Meeting."

That the tenth clause of the Appendix be incorporated
into the fourteenth of the Rules and Orders.

That the twenty-first clause of the Ru]es and Orders, at
the word" against," the words" disaffected persons" be
put in. .

Thai in the eleventh clause of the Appendix, after the
word" Officer," the words, "of Minute-men or Militia," be
added.

That the following new clauses be added, to wit:

" That the Committee in every District, or Precinct, are
hereby empowered to call in to their aid, when they shall
think it necessary, any Company or Companies of Minute-
men or Militia, in their respective Districts, or Precincts,
who shall obey the order of their Chairman as fully and as ef-
fectually as if. the same came from the Commanding Officer,
subject to sueh penalties for neglect, or refusa] of obeying
their orders, as are provided for refusal and neglect of obey-
ing the orders of such Comma,nding Offic(~r."

"
That the Field-Officers and Committees in each District

and Precinct have power, and are hereby requested to call

out the Regiment or Regiments in such District or Pre-
cinct, as often as they shall see fit for the good of the ser-
vice, and all persons refusing to attend, being duly warned,
or, attending, shall refuse to obey the orders of the Com-
manding Officer and Chairman, shall, for each offence, for-
feit the sum of twenty Shillings, to be levied and recovered
as is directed in the tenth clause of the Ru]es and Orders."

That th~n the fourth clause of tbe Appendix be added.'

All which is humbly submitted to the consideration of
the Board by your Committee.

Ordered, That the said Report be taken into considera-
tion on Twosday next; and, in the mean time, that the
same lay on the table for the perusal of the Members.

Colonel Lasher being sent for, attended. He was re-
quested to make out an account of tbe pay and subsistence
of tbe several guards, who have been on duty, guarding the
Prisoners from Queen's County, and was requested to at-
tend and receive the money from the Prisoners before they
are discharged. I

The Congress finding their more urgent busil).ess frequent-
ly interrupted and their time consumed in applications of a
Military nature, which might more easily be despatched by
a Committee for that purpose, and, at the same time, less
impede other publick business: therefore, .

Resolved, That Colonel P. TenBroeck, Mr. Roosevelt,
Mr. Yates, and Mr. Hobart, ge a Committee of War, to
whom the Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Troops
in this City may apply for such advice, direction, or assist-
ance as he may, from time to time, have occasion for from
this Congress; and that they, with all convenient speed,
take effectual measures, in concert with Major-Genenil Lee,
to prevent persons having the permission of this Congress
or the Committee of Safety to go on board any ship in this
harbour, from being obstl1lcted by the Port-Guard.

. Ordered, That General Ten Broeck, Mr. Scott, Mr.
Gansevoort, and Mr. Gilbt:rt Livingston, be a Committee to
prepare a draft of Instructions for the said Committee of
War; and that they report with all convenient speed.

Messrs. William Wilcox, Nicholas Fish, Captain John
Roosevelt, and Lieutenant Diron, of the First Batta]ion,
waited on Congress, as by authority from the said Battalion,
to offer to the Congress their service, to be taken into pay
as Minute-men in this City. Those gentlemen asked sun-
dry questions of the Congress; to all which they received
answers, and withdrew.

. Congress was informed, by a Member, that Micajah Ful-
ler, First Lieutenant, and Deliverance Brown, Third Lieu-
tenant, in Captain Steenrod's Company, in Colonel Drake's
Regiment, have had the misfortune to lose their Commis-
sions, and request the favour of new Commissions.

Ordered, That new Commissions be made for those gen-
tlemen. .

A draft of an answer to the Letter received from Colonel
Heard yesterday, was read and approved of, and is in the
words following, to wit:

In Provincial Congrefis, N ew- York, February 17, 1776.

Sm: The Congress hereby acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 16th instant; and, in answer thereto, inform
you that, as the danger which was suspected of depreda-
tions being made on Staten-Lland is now removed, they
sincerely thank you for the services you have, with so much
alacrity, devoted to your country, and therefore dismiss you
£r'om that duty.

Please to sepd us, by the first convenient opportunity,
such information as you have had respecting any person or
persons who have supplied the barges with live-stock, and
of the threats you intimate as thrown out by others.

W.e are, most respectfuJ]y, &c.
To Colonel Heard.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted by Captain Barron, of
CI)]onel Heard's Regiment.

On motion of Mr. Hobart,
Resolved, That the Committee appointed yesterday to

settle the quota of Men and Officers to be raised ih the re-
spective Counties of this Colony, to complete the four Bat-
talions to be raised in this Colony, be dissolved, and a new
Committee for that purpose be aIiointed. And,
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Ordered, That Colonel Brasher, Mr. Sands, Mr. Wick-
ham, Colonel Hay, Mr. Pauldincr, Mr. Rhea, Colonel Ni-
coll, Mr. Moore, Colonel Ten Broeck, Dr. Williams, and
Mr. Vanderbilt, be a Committee to settle and report the
quota, or number of Men and Officers, under the rank of
Field-Officers, to' be raised in the different Counties in this
Colony, to constitute the four Regiments ordered to be
raised therein for the Continental service and defence of this
Colony; and that they report with all possible despatch.

. A Return fi'omElihu Marvin, Esquire, ChaimJan of the
Committee of Orange County, bearing date at Oxford on
the 15th instant, returning the names of proper persons for
Officers in that County, was read and filed, and is in the
words following, to wit:

"
In County Committee, Oxford, February 15, 1776.

"
GE1\"TLEMEN:When this Committee made report to

your honourable Board of the number of men they con-
ceived this County would be able to raise for the defence of
the Colony, agreeable to the resolves of the honourable
Continental Congress for that purpose provided, it was a
received opinion amongst them that the men were to be in-
listed for not more than one year certain; and a Continental
Member then present favoured the opinion. But Mr. Seth
Marvin, whom they nominated and returned for Captain of
one of the' companies, informs that there was no certain
period of inlistillent, but that they were to continue in the
service during the pleasure of Congress, and, therefore, de-
clined taking his permit until he had taken the further
advice of this Committee. The Committee would, there-
fore, beg leave to inform your honourable Board that they
think it very unlikely that tl?fY will be able to raise the
number of men they proposed, upon such principles; and if
they can, they;..are very sure that none but the lower class
of mankind' will inlist, and these they conceive not to be the
men to be depended upon; whereas, on the other hand, if
men were to be inlisted for one year only, they are very
certain that there would be many volunteers out of good
fainilies-men. that might be depended on, and would fight
upon principle, if they were brought to a trial.

"
The Committee also conceive that a certain period is

necessary to inlist men upon; and if it was two or three
years, that it would be better than during the pleasure of
Congress. They would be glad, therefore, some certain
time might be fixed on ; but if that cannot be done, the offi-
cers are willing now to take the permits and make trial, but
fear the consequence.

" Mr. Nathan Strong, one of the officers nominated under
Mr. Seth ltlarvin, wil! receive the pennits for that com-
pany.

"
I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant.

"
By order of the Committee:

"
ELIHU MARVIN, Chairman.

"To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Safety, New- York."

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee appoint-
ed to settle the quota of Men and Officers to be raised in
the different Counties in this Colony.

Die Solis, 10 ho. A. M., February 18, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr.Roosevelt, Mr. Thomas Smith, Cap-

tain Rutgers, Mr. Sands, Colonel ltlcDougall.
FOR ALBANY.-General Ten Broeck, Colonel Nicoll, Mr.

Gansevoort, Mr. Yates.
FOR SUFFoLK.~Gen. Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. L' Hom-

medieu, Captain Tf'ickham.
FOR ULSTER..-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Dewitt, Mr. Lefever.
FOR DUTcJIEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck, Mr. G. Living-

ston, Colonel M Graham.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Doctor Graham, Mr. Paulding.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR TRYON.--Mr. Moore.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Doctor Tf'illiams.

Colonel Hay, from the Committee appointed to ?ppor-
tion the different quotas of Men and Officers under the
rank Qf Field..Officers, to be raised in the different Counties
of this Colony, to form the four Regiments ordered to be
raised in this Colopy, delivered in their Report; which was

.

read; and the same being read a second time, and filed, is
in the words fonowing, to wit: .

Your Committee, appointed to levy the quotas of men
to be raised in the different Counties of this Colony for the
service of the United Colonies, report, that it is their opi-
nion that the number of men that can be raised in each
County \s as fonows : New- York, eight companies; Albany,
five companies; Tryon, two companies; Charlottr:" one com-
pany; Dutchess, four companies; Westchester, two compa-.
nies; Suffolk, three companies; Queen's, one company;
King's and Richmond, one company; Orange, two compa-
nies; mter, three companies-thirty-two companies.

All which is humbly submitted by your Committee.
A.. HAWKES HAY, Chairman.

The Congress agreed with their Committee in their said
Report.

Colonel McDougall informed the Congress that General
Lee has information that the Regiment from Philadelphia
was to march on FTiday last; that they may be expected
this evening or to-morrow; that they will be posted on Nas-
sau-Island, from the Wallaboght to Gewanus; that quar~ers
must be immediately provided for them in that part of ~as-
sau-lsland, apd a Commissary provided'to furnish them
with Provisions, if they are not already provided with a
Commissary and a milita:rychest. The Congress are there:-
forf1of opinion, that the Deputies of King's County ought
immediately to attend the Congress, and fix on proper per-
sons, well acquainted with the inhabitants where the Troops
are to be posted.

A draft of a Letter to the Deputies of King's County
was read and approved of, and is in the words fonowing, to
w~: .

In Provincial Congress, New-York, February 18, 1176.

GENTLEMEN: A matter is now under the consideration.
of the Congress of the utmost importance to yourl County
in particular, as well as to the Colony in general. You are
therefore earnestly requested to atteQd the Congress imme-
diately, as the business will admit of nQ delay. If any in-
convenience should happen to your constituents by your
neglect, they wiII know to whose account to charge it. We
expect your attendance at ~hree o'clock tljis afternoon.

By order of Congress.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and,transmitted.

A Letter from Mr. Joseph Hallett to Colonel JJfcDougall
was read and flied, and is in the words fonowing, to wit:

_ "Newark, February 16, 1776.

" DEA~ SIR: I did not receive your favour of the 9th
instant until yesterday. I have applied to Mr. Ogden, one
of the owners of the furnace in this town. He tens me if
he can be supplied with coal from the ship at Elizabeth-
town, he will engage to deliver two tons a week, until he
has supplied you with any quantity, not less than ten
tons, at forty pounds per ton, if coal is to be had at four
pounds per chaldron. If the coal shol,lldcost five pounds,
then he must have forty-one pounds per ton. This is a very
extraordinary'price for grape-shot, but I fear you will not be
able to get them for less mqney before the blast furnaces
begin to work, which, I am told, wilLnot be until lUay. I
think it would serve the general cause, if the coal in the
ship at Elizabethtown should be sold".only to such persons
as are employed in making anchors, cannOD, shot, or such
other articles for the publick use, as cannot be made with
charcoal. __The nail-makers, I am informed, are endeavour-
ing to purchase th~ coal. If they get it the publick win
sufter, and will not be able to cast your cannon or shot. In
order to prevent this, I should think the Congress of New-
York should write to the Congress of this Province, show-
ing the necessity of putting the COi!:linto such hands as
would best serve the general cause. You may depend I
shan not be absent from the city of New- York any longer
than the situation of my family makes it absolutely neces-
sary.

"I am, sir, your very hUij)bleservant,
"JOSEPH HALLETT.

"To Colonel Alexander McDougall, New- York."

The Congress, considering the great necessity of hating
Grape-Shot, and being informed by a Member that there is
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The Members from King's County were infonlled of the
message from General Lee, of this day, that one Regiment
is on their march from Philadelphia, and may be expected
immediately; and that the said Regiment is to be posted on
Nassa'lk-Island from Tfallabo!!ht to Gewanus. The Members
of King's have leave of abs~nce to call together the Com-
mittee of Brooklyn, and f:lcilitate the procuring Lodg:ments
for those Troops, in such 'manner as may be least mcon-
venient to the inhabitants.

And Ordered, That the said Committee of Brooklyn
Township do immediately assemble and provide Lodg-
ments or Quarters for the said Regiment without delay,
which they will do in such manner as to be least incon-
venient to the inhabitants of Brooklyn Township.

And Ordered, further, That~ the' said Committee inform
this Cono-ress to-morrow morning of the particuhtr places. of
the Quarters or Lodgments they shall have provided for those
Troops.

Mr. Van Zandt requested a Permit to finish lading the
Ship Rosamond. Thereupon a Certificate was given to him
in the words following, to wit:

'

Mr. Jacobus Van Zandt was formerly ordered by this
Congress to lade a vessel with wheat, &c. He is hereby
permitted to lade the Ship Rosamond accordingJy, with
wheat and flour, &e. ,

To be shown to Messrs. Robert Ray and Evert Bancker,
and to be delivered to Captain William ltlercier.
Mr. Hobar:t, according to order, reported a draft of a

Letter to the County Committee, in each respective Coun-
ty in this Colony where Troops areto be raised; .whidl was
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, New-York, February IS, 1776.

SIR: The Congress having determined thft your County
shall have the opportunity of raising. . . . . . . companies in the
four regiments to be raised by order of the Continental Con-
gress for the defence of this Colony, have resolved that bJank
warrants for the officers of the same shall be sent to your
Committee. You will observe by the enclosea resolves, that
you are restrained in the appointments to give the IJrcfimmce
to such 'persons as have served their country in the Jast cam-
paign; but it is not by any means the design of Congress,
that men who have misbehaved themselves should be any
further empJoyed. It is expected that the people will rea-
dily inlist in these regiments, as they are raised for the eX-
press purpose of defending thjs Colony; and unless we raise
them from among ourseh'es, in all probabiJity they will be
sent from other Colonies, which will be to our ever1astin~'
disgrace. We have' great confidence in your zeal for th~
common cause, and trust that you will exert yoursel ves that
these levies be completed with all possible despatch.

"\Ve are, sir, your very humble ser-vallts.
By order. .

P. S. It is expected that each man furnish himself with a
go~d gun and bayonet, tomahawk, knapsack, or haversae;k,
and two bills; but those who are not able to furnish them-
selves with these arms and accoutrements~ will be supplied
at the p~bJick expense; for the.payinent of which, small stop-
pages wIll by made out of theIr monthly pay, till the whole
are paid for; then they are to remain the property of the
men.

Ordered, That sundry copies be engrossed, and si"1led
by the President; and one of these Letters directed t; the
County Committee, in each County where Troops are to be
raised; and the said !-<etters be transmitted, together with
blank Warrants and Instructions for raising the men.

Mr. Hobart, from the Committee of War, who 'were di-
rected t~is mornin'g to confer. with '~eneral I~ee, verbally
reported III substance: That, III obedlCnce to the order of
Congress, they had conferred with the General, and exa-
mined the Plans of the City and Harbour with him and his
Engineer, and some other officers; that the General informed
them that he has given orders to take a survey of the ves-
sels now in port;. that this evening the depth and breadth
of the ch1\nnel at the most proper places are to be sounded
and taken,; that General LfJe thinks it of great importance
to obstruct the navigation of the East-River ao-ainst Jine-
of-battle Ships, and seems to have it much at heart; that
GeneralLee, on being asked how the west side of the town
could be protected, allowed that a ship might come to the

only a trifling parcel in the Colony; and that althou&h t~e
price mentioned is at least ?ouble :vhat the sa~e artIcle IS
offered to be delivered for IIIAprzl next, yet It would be
imprudent to wait that delay: .

Therefore, Ordered, That Mr. Joseph Hallett be, and he
is hereby empowered to contrac~ with Mr. Ogden, on be~lalf
of this ConQTess, for such quantIty of Grape-Shot as MaJor-
Gep.eraI L:e, or the Comman,der-in-Chief of the Continen-
tal Army at New-York for the time being, shall direct.

The Concrress were informed by a Member, that as the
Ships-of-W:r are removed out of the East-River, Major-
General Lee thinks thi~ is a favourable time and opportu-
nity to st0l. the Channel of the East-River, between the
City and Autten-Island, so as not to admit line-of-battle Ships,
if it is practicable; which, if it can be done, may save at
least the east part of the City; that General Lee desires the
advice of this Congress in the premises:,

Thereupon, Ordered, That the Comm,itt~eof War attend
on General Lee, and confer with him on the practicability
of stopping the Channel in the East-River; and that tl:ie
said Committee of War report thereon to this C~mgrass at
four o'clock this afternoon.

The lVIembers present were charged from the Chair to
keep secret the subject-matter of ihe last order, and every
ar!Tument, matter, and thing mentioned, relating to stopping
up" the Channel; and the severallVIembers engaged on their
honours respectively to keep the same secret.

A Letter from Colonel Swartwout was read and filed,
and is in the words following, to wit:

"N~w-York, February IS, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN: 'Whereas Captain Billings, from Pough-
keepsie, has marched, with what men he had inlisted forthe
Continental service, without any orders, I conceive; at his
arrival iv town made appJication to me to join my regi-
ment, as he was entirely destitute ,vhere to go, I admitted
him, for the present, to join till I could have your sen~iments
thereon. It is essential to know immediately, as I must
make a return to the General of my regiment, and of the
effective arms, and have them completed to twenty rounds
per man.

"I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
"JACOBus SWARTWOUT, Colonel.

"
To the Honourable Provincial Congress."

Thereupon a draft of an Answer to Colonel Swartwout was
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

lIt Provincial Congress, N ew- York, February I S, 1776.

SIR : Your letter was read, and immediately taken' into
consideration. The Congress are of opinion that Captain
Billings, witl; his company, cannot be permitted to join
your regiment of Minute-men; but that he ought imme-
diately to return, and wait the orders of General Schuyler.

Weare, sir, your very humble servants.
By order.

To Colonel Swartwout.

Colonel ~McDougall informed the Congress that a ton of
Gunpowder is anived from Philadelphia, and stored in Qne
of the Magazines, in part payment for the several quan-
tities of Gunpowder advanced and lent by this Colony at
sundry times to the Continental service.

Die Solis, P. M., February IS, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General TYoodhull, President.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. &ott, ColonelBraslwr, Mr. Smith,

Mr. Sands, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Van Zandt.
FOR ALBANy.-)fr. Yates, lVIr.Ganse1foort, Colonel Kicoll,

General Ten Broeck.
FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Wick-

ham, Mr. L'Homrnedieu. '

FORULSTER.-Mr. Dewiit, lVIr. Lefever, Mr. Rhea, lVIr.
Wisner, Jun.

FOR KING's.-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Leffertse.
.FoR DUTcHEss.-Colonel M. Graham, Co!. Ten Broeck,

Mr. G. Livingston. .

FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Doctor Graham, ~fr. Paulding.
FOR ORANGE.,-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. ltloore.

_FoR CHARLOTTE.-Doctor Williqms.
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west of the City, and annoy the City, but seemed to think
Fortifications might be erected in the City which would
greatly protect that side of it; that General Lee is of opinion
that, if the Asia should depart the Harbour and Bay, the
most proper place to obstruct the navigation is farther down,
or between the banks; that Captain Smith, the Engineer,
said that the Fortifications to be erected near Hellgate will
command the East-River down to, or below, Blackwell's
Island. '

lVIr.Hobart reported further, that, on the whole, nothing
certain as to the practicability of obstructing the navigation
of the East-River was yet determined on.

lVIr. Hobart further informed Congress, that they had
some conversation with Gcneral Lee on the subject of pre-
venting persons having permissions from this Congress or
the Committee of Safety to go on board of any Ship in
this Harbour, froQ1being obstructed by the Port-Guard; and
that they had intimated to the General that perhaps it might
be proper to place a proper person near the sentries, to give
information and directions concerning such persons as may
have such pennission5 as above-mentioned.

The Congress then went into the consideration of that
matter.

And thereupon Agreed unanimously, That it is impracti-
cable, at present, totally to cut off all communication of the
Inhabitants of this Colony with the Ships-of- W ar now, in
this Port, and with the Ship on which His Excellency Go-
vernour Tryon resides.

An.d whereas, though it is, in the opinion of this Congress,
impracticable, at present, totally to cut off all communica-
tion of the Inhabitants of this Colony with the Ships-of- War
now in this Port, and the Ship on board of which His Ex-
cellency Governour Tryon resides, "Yet it appears necessary
to confine such communications to certain particular objects,
to the end that the publick service may not be injured by a
free and unlimited intercourse between them and this Colony.

It is therefore Ordered, That all communication between
the said Ships-of- W ar and all the Inhabitrtnts be, and is
hereby, prohibited, except upon special pennits, to be' ob-
tained from this Congress, or the CommiJ:tee of Safety; and,
also, except for supplying them (the said Ships-of-'War, re-

. spectively) with necessary ProvisIOns, £l'om time to timp-, for
the use and consumption of their respective crews only,
under the following restrictions and regulations, to wit:
That no Provisions shall be supplied for their use and con-
sumption by any other persons than thcir respective agent-
victuallers in this City, upon, permits to be obtained by
them, respectively, from time t6 time, for the purpose, from
this Congress, or the Committee of Safety; which Provisions
shall not, in any case, be put on board any Boat, for such
supply as aforesaid, 'at any other place than the Ferry
stairs, near the Exchange in this City, and that in the pre-
sence of a Port-lVIaster, to be appointed by this Congress,
or the Committee of Safety, who shall carefully inspect the
same, and compare the Provisions with the permit, and
keep an exact and particular account of the same, to be
reported by him to this Congress, or the Committee of
Safety, from time to time, when called for. .

Ordered further, That Elias Nixcn be, and IH)is hereby,
appointed Port-Mast,er for and during the pleasure of this
Congress, with an allowance at, and after the rate of, eigh-
teen and one-third Donars per month, for so long a time as
he shall continue in the said service.

Ordered further, That all communication between the
said Inhabitants and the said Ship of His Excellency the
Governour be, and is hereby, prohibited, exceat with respect
to his Honour the Lieutenant~Govemour, the- :l\Iembers of
his lVIajesty's Council, the Surveyor-General, the Deputy
Secretary of this Colony and his necessary Clerks, and such
other persons as 'shall, from time to time, have particular
Permits, for the purpose from this Congress, or the Com-
mittee of Safety; and

~except, also, such intercourse as mai
be necessary for supplying the Govemour with the necessary
Provisions for himself and his family; which supplies shall,
from time to time, be sent £l'om the said Ferry stair~, and
no other place, and that in the presence, and under the in-
spection, of the said Port-Master, who shall keep exact and
particular'accQunts of the same, to be reported as aforesaid;
and except, also, .that the b~ewers supply the said three
Ships with Beer as usual till further order of this Congress,
0.1'the Committee of Safety.

Colonel 'McDougall infonned Congress that Theophil'/Y!
.

llardenbrook is possessed of Beds and Coins for the Can-
non in this City, which were made and procured by the
Government of this Colony; that the said Theophilus Har-
denbrook has refused to deliver the said Beds and Coins to
General Lee, or his order, for the use of the Continental
Army now here.'

Ordered, That lVIr. Theophilus Hardenbrook deliver to
General Lee, or his order, all the Beds and Coins for Can-
non, and all other implements or necessaries for Cannon,
belonging to this Colony, and naw in his custody or care;
and that he give infonTIation to General Lee, or such other
person as he shall order or appoint, of any Beds, Coins,
Implements, or other necessaries for Cannon, belonging to.
this Colony, not in his custody, as he knows of, or can give
infonnation.

And Ordered further, That Theophilus Hardenbrook
deliver up the said Beds and Coins, and other implements
or necessaries, and give such infi:>rmation as above-mention-
ed, upon aath if required.

Die Lunm,A. M.,February 19, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General TVoodhull, President.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Smith, Mr, Sands, lVIr. Scott, Mr.

Beekman, Colonel Brasher, Colonel McDougall.
FOR ALBA-r,"Y.-Gencral Ten Broeck, Colonel Nicoll, Mr.

A. Yates, lVIr. Gansevoort.
FOR SPFF.oLK.-General TVoodhull, lVIr.L' Hommedieu, lVIr.

Wickham, lVIr. Hobart.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel IIay, Colonel Allison.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck, Mr. G. Living-

ston, Colonel Humphreys, Colonel ~L Graham.
FOR ULsTER.-lVIr. Wwner, Mr. Rhea, lVIr. Lefever, Mr.

Dewitt.
'FOR KiNG's.-Mr. Covenhopen, Mr. Vanderbilt.

FOR 'WEsTcHEsTER.-Dr. Graham, 'Mr. Paulding.
FOR TRyaN.-Mr. ~loore.
FaR CH:mLoTTE.-Dr. Tflilliams.

The Members for King's County represcnted that the
Committee of King's County have waited on General Lee;
that he infOimed them that four hundred Men, properly
placed in King's County, \vill answer his purposes at pre-
sent; that the said Committee are of opinion that they may
have great difficulty in finding empty House~, or proper
places; for so many Troaps, in any other way than by billet-
ing some of them in families, which they are ready to do if
they have ihe order of this Congress for the purpose.

Therefore Ordered, That the Committee of the Town-
ship of Brooklyn be authorized, and a~e hereby authorized,
to provide proper Lodgments or Quarters for such Conti~,
nental Troops, 0.1'any ather Troops in Continental pay, as
General Lee shall order or think necessary to. place there;
and if the said Committee cannot otherwise canveniently
provide proper Lodgments or Quarters for such Troops;
that they be, and are hereby, aut40rized to billet su~h
Troops in families, in such manner as they shall think
proper.

Mr. Covenlwven informed the Congress that a person on
board of the Ship Asia is indebted to John Carpenter; that
the said John Carpenter requests a permission to go on
board the sai~ Ship to obtain a Bill of. Sale for a Slave, or
some other security far his said debt.

lVIr. Covenhoven therefore moved that a Permit be given
to the said John Carpenter, or his son, (John Carpenter,
Jun.,) to go On board of the said Ship Asia, to. obtain secu-
rity for his said debt.

,Debates arose on the said mption; and the question
being put thereon, it was carried in tl.le affirmative, in man-
ner follawing, to wit:

For the jJ.ffirmative.
2 King's.
2 Orange.
3 Albany.
2 Charlotte.
2 Ul~ter.-Mr. Rhea dissenting. 6 votes.

For tl.e Negative.

2 Dutchess.
2 Suffolk.,

2 Tryon.

11 votes.

New- York and Westchester) having some Members out
on duty, had not a quorum present in Congress.

Therefore Ordered, That ~h. John Carpenter, or his
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son, (John Carpenter, Jun.,) be pennitted to go on board of
Hi~ Majesty's Ship Asia, to obtain a Bi1\ of Sale for a Slave,
or other security, from a person on board who is indebted
to him.

Mr. 'McKesson informed the Congress that Mr. Samuel
Landon has, at sundry times, attended at the door, to re-
quest a pennission to go on board of the Ship Asia, to
recover a Servant of his who is gone on board.

Ordered, That Mr. Samuel Landon be pennitted to go
on board of his Majesty's Ship Asia, in order to recover his
Servant, who is said to be gone o~ .board of that Ship.

A Letter from Benjamin Franklin, on behalf of the Com-
mittee of Philadelphia, dated the 13th instant, was read and
filed, and is in the words fo1\owing,to wit:

"
Philadelphia, February 13, 1776.

"GEIIt'TLEMEN:The bearer, John Grace, has the care of
a ton of Gunpowder, sent by the Congress to the Commit-
tee of Safety at New- York. If he should need any advice
or assistance on the way; you will be so good, on his appli-
cation, to' afford it to him. ,

.

" I am, gentlemen, in behalf of the Committee here, with
much respect, your most obedient, humble servant,

"BEN.1AJlIIN FRANKLIN.

"To the Gentlemen of the Committees of Trenton, Bruns-
wick, and New- York." ._

Colonel ~IcDou!Jall informed the Congress that the said
ton of Gunpowder IS safely lodged in the Powder-House at
New- York.

A Letter from Adrian Bancker and Richard Lawrence,
Esquires, the Deputies el~cted for Richmond County, was
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit;

"Richmond County, February 17, 1776.

"
SIR: Yesterday evening we were favoured with yours,

dated the 14th instant, enclosing the resolves of the Con,.
tinental Congress - relative to the County of Richmortd,
whereby it is stipulated that the Deputies, and major part
of the inhabitants, shall first subscribe to the Association
entered into by the Colony, before a representation of this
County can be accepted in the Provincial Congress. Where-
fore we take this early opportunity to inform you that the
Association has been subscribed by us, and about seven-
eighths of the inhabitants, long since; which we sha1\ be
ready to lay before the Congress when ca1\ed on.

"
ColonellIeard' s coming on the Island with a large body

of men;to call the people to account for their inimical con-
duct towards the n~solves of Congress, at this time, when
many of them are coming into' the measures, and the gene-
ral cause gaining ground daily, we fear will be rather a hurt
than otherwise.

"
Weare of opinion that It wi1\ be for the' good of the

common cause to stop the proceedings of the Jersey forces,
in order to quiet the minds of the people. We would
not be understQod to dictate. measures to that respectable
body, (the Congress,) to whose better judgment we willingly
slibmit.

"
Weare, with respect, sir, your most humble servants,

"
Signed per order.

"ADRIAN BANCKER,
." RICHARD LAWRENCE.

'f To Robert Benson, Esq., Secretary, New- York:

" SIR: Please to lay the above before the Congress the
first convenient opportunity."

A draft of an Answer from the Secretaries (by order of
Congress) to Adrian Bancker and Richard Lawrence,
Esquires, was read and approved, and is in the words fol-
lowing, to wit:

III Provincial Congress, New-York, February 19, 1776,

GENTLEMEN: Your favour of the 17th instant was this
day received ~nd read in Congress. Weare qirected to
request your immediate attendance, and that you bring with
you such proofs of a ,majority of the inhabitalits of your
County having subscribed the General. Association as'will
enable you to take your seats, pursuant to the resolution of
tIle Continental Congress.

'

It was apprehended that General Clinton, on his depar-
ture, would .attempt a l~?ding on Staten.-Island? for the pur-
pose of makmg depredatIOns, and carrymg off the stock for

the use of the Ministerial Army and Navy. To prevent
any attempt of this kind, our Congress requested of the
Provincial Congress of New-Jersey to send Colonel Heard,
with his regiment, on the Island; and, lest he might not get
there in time, the like request was afterwards sent' to the
Committee of Elizabethtown. The inhabitants of Rich-
mond County may rest assured that those troops from J'tI~ew.,
Jersey were intended for no other purpose whatever; and
on Saturday last orders were sent for their dismission.

Weare, gentlemen, most respectfully, your very hum- .

ble servants.
By order.

To Messrs. Bancker and Lawrence, Deputies forRichmond
County. ,

Ordered, That the Secretaries subscribe and despatch
the same.

Colonel McDougall infonned the Congress that Genera]
Washington had, by Letters, requested a quantity of Shells
and Shot, and desired they might be forwarded; that he
had procured Captain Proby to take those stores, at a time,
when the weather was bad, and some risk in the convey-
anc~; that thirty-five Pounds is due to Jacob Proby for
that service. '.

Ordered, That Peter V.B. Livir$~ton, Esq., as Trea-
surer of this Congress, pay to Jacob .l'roby the sum of thir-
ty-five Pounds for transporting sundry Ordnance Stores from
Turtle-Bay to New-London, by order of General Wash-
ington, and that Mr. Lil1ings.ton take Captain Proby's re-
ceipt for the same.

Colonel McDougall infonned the Congress that Major-
General Lee had ordered Captain Silleck, in an anned
vessel, of Connecticut, down here with Provisions; that the
said vessel is without Gunpowder, and that General Lee
requests that a hundred weight of Gunpo\vder may be deli-
vered to Captain Silleck, for the use of said vessel.

Thereupon an order was given for his use in the words
following, to wit: ;.

At the request of Major-General Lee, communicated by
Colonel McDougall,.

Ordered, That Mr. Norwood, Commissary of Stores for
this Colony, deliver to Captain Silleck one hundred weight
of Gunpowder, for the US?of an anne.d Tender (belonging
to the Colony of Connectzcut) under h)s command.

A Return from the Committee of Haverstraw, signed by
John Coleman, their Clerk, certifying that, at a meeting of
the Company of Militia, at Kakaiit, in the presence, and
under the inspection of, Jacob Cole and Jonah Halsted,
Esqs., and Jacob Derondc 'and Thomas Halsted, of the
Committee, the following Officers were ejected, to wit:
l.leynard Quackenboss, Captain; Gar-ret Eckerson, First
Lieutenant; Jacob Teneyck, Second Lieutenant, and Ro-
ger Osborn, Ensign.

.
,

Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gentlemen
accordingly.

A Letter and Embargo, from the Committees of South-
ampton, Easthampton'9-nd Slielter-Island, was read and
filed, and is in. the words fonowing, towit:

"The Committees of Southampton, Easthampton, and
Shelter-Island, convened at Sag-Harbour, the 8th instant,
humbly beg leave to address the honourable the Provincial
Congress with the following Memorial: '

" GENTLEMEN:In the strongest confidence of yo~r be-
nevolent purpose of raising and stationing an anned force,
with suffieien.tammunition, which, with our Minute-men and
Militia, may, at all events, with Heaven's blessing, deliver
and defend us from British attacks and Ministerial ven-
geance: we have, in our low capacity, but in high spirits,
presumed, to the utmost of our power, t6 embargo; strictly
prohibiting the sale and exportation of all 'provisions, on
any pretence 'whatever, until the Ist day of March ensu-
ing, or until w~ have, the sense of the Provincial Congress
thereon. !' ,

'

" Now, gentlemen, if your honourable House can cond~
scend to our politicks, and think with us, that it will best
promote our great, our common canse, to retain the provi-
sions which are now amongst us, rather than to pennit them
to be sold and exported, and, consequently, our Army sup-
ported with provisions purchased, and, perhaps, with great
difficulty imported, (when, as is menaced,) our unnatural
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enemies shall inv~st us by land and sea i-we say, if you
can adopt our sentiments, by all that is dear to true, zealous
sons of liberty, we beg you will not compel us to flee be-
fore our enemy, but detach to our defence such ample num-
ber of troops, sufficient, in conjunction with our own, to
answer this important purpose, and in your wisdom con-
tin~le, and confirm the above-mentioned embargo.

"
By order of the Committee:

"MALTBY GELSTON, Chairman.

"P. S. The desire of this part of the County is, that
some method be fallen upon to establish a post from New-
York to the' east end of this Island, that we may be fa-
voured with the earliest intelligence."

Ordered, That Mr. L'lIommedieu call on Mr. lIazard,
the Postmaster, and endeavour to ascertain what Revenue
will arise from a Post-rider on Nassau-Island, and what
will be the expense to the publick of such Post-rider.

3d ho. P. M. Die Lunre, Fcbruary 19, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Beekman, Colonel ~McDougall,

Mr. Sands, Mr. Roosevelt,Mr. Scott. .

FOR ALB,ANY.--General Ten Broeck, Colonel Nicoll, Abra-
ham Yates, .lull., Mr. Gansevoort.

FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broecle, Mr. G. Living-
ston, Major R. G. Livingston.

FOR ORANGE.-,Colonel Ffay, Colonel Allison.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Mr. Dewitt.
FOR \VEsTcHEsTER.-Dr. Graham, Mr. Paulding, Major.

LockwQod.
FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. lIobart, Mr.

L'lIQmmedieu, Mr. TVicleham.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Dr. Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. ~Moore.

ColonellIay having received advice that one of his chil-
dren is so indisposed that his life is despaired of, obtained,
on that account, leave of absence.

The Petition of T-villiam Cocle and Thomas Cock, of
Oyster-Bay, in Queen's County, was read and filed, and is
in the words following, to wit:

"To the Honourable Provincial Congress of NEW-YORK.
The Petition of WILLIAM and THoMAs COCK, of
OYSTER-BAY, in QUEEN'S County, humbly showeth:
"That we, YQur Petitioners, are inhabitants of said

County, and that ,at the last election of Deputies for the
Provincial Congress, we opposed the election of Deputies
for said County; since which we are convinced of our error,
an.d think it was absolutely necessary that there should be
a representation of said County in the Provincial Congress;
and that your Petitioners did not oppose the choice of said
Deputies from any desire or inclination of injuring this
country, but was owing entirely to error of judgment; and
that your Petitioners are ready to obey all orders and re-
commendations of the Continental and the Provincial Con-
gress. Your Petitioners, therefore, desire that your honour-
able body wiII take our case into consideration, and grant
us such relief in the present case as to you shall seem
meet.

- " \VILLIUI COCK.

"THmIAs COCK.
"New.York, FE,bruary 19~ 1776."

On hearing the said Petition read, and upon due consi-
deration thereof, and 'considering that any former Resolves
of this Congress against the Delinquents of Queen's County
were only intended to convince them of their error, and
bring them to a just sense of their duty to the puhlick:

Ordered, That the said Petitioners be restored to the
state and condition in which they were before the passing
of these Resolves, during their respective good behaviours.

Ordered, That the Petitioners have their Petition and
this Order published in the Newspapers.

A Return of Field-Officers for the First Regiment ip
Charlotte County, signed by their Clerk, was read and
filed, and is in the words following, .to wit:

"At a general meeting of the County Committee of
Charlotte, January 25, 171p: It was. unanimously agreed
that Dr. John Williams be reCOJ:nmendedto the :Provincial
Congress in New- York for Colonel of the First Batta-

lion of Militia for this County; Mr. Alexander Campbell, of
Argyle Township, for Lieutenant-Colonel; Messrs~ Timo-
thy Bewell, of Fort Miller, and Alexander Webster, of
Black-Creek, for Majors; Mr. Jonathan Baker, of Black-
Creek, for Adjutant, and Mr. Samuel Fuller, of Skenesbo-
rough, Quartermaster.

.

"A true eopy from the Minutes:
"ALEXANDJj:R WEBSTER, Clerk.

" Precinct of Granville: Joseph Ingles, Captain; Gideon
Squire, First Lieutenant; . . . . . . . . . SecondLieute-
nant.

"Black- Creek Precinct: John Hamilton, Captain; George
lHcKn£ght, First Lieutenant; James TVilson,Second Lieu-
tenant.

"Blank Commissions for a Captain in Argylc Town-
ship."

,

Ordered, Tluit Commissions issue for those gentlemen
agreeably to the Return.

Ordered, That the v-omination and recommencW-ionto
the Continental Congress of gentlemen proper to beField-
Officers of the four Battalions to be raised in this Colony,
be taken into consideration on Thursday next.

A Certificate of John CMld and Peter Tappen, two of
the Committee of Poughkeepsie, was read and filed.

They thereby certify, that John Tappen was duly elected
Ensign in Captain John Schencle's associated Company of
Militia of Foot, of Poughkeepsie Precinct, in Dutchess
Coqnty, in the place of JJiatthcw Van Kcuren, who has
resigned.

Ordered, That a Commission issue for John Tappen
accordingly.

Mr. Sands infonned Congress that, in their recess, four
other members of the Committee of Safety and himself
had advised and directed a boatman, from Queen's County,
to sell three-fourth parts of the wood in his boat; that
quantity being the property of Whigs, and to. carry back
the other fourth part, as being the property of a Tory.
That Christopher Duyckincle had taken Mr. Sand$'s watch
and detained it, on pretence that he had a right to have
seized the said one-fourth part of the said wopd, which he
alleges was of the value of forty shillings and six pence.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Chr£!5topherDuyckinck
immediately attend the Proyincial Congress, now sitting in
the Assembly Chamber in .the City-Hall of the City of
New-York. , .

Mr. Christopher Duyc7cinck attended. He agreed with
Mr. Sands in all the material facts stated to the Congress,
and endeavoured to justify his conduct on the fourth and
fifth Resolves of this Congress against the Delinquents in
Queen3}t£ounty. After some considerable time spent in
this brismess, Mr. Dnyckintk alleged that he was not fully
prepared to answer the subject, as the message of the
House was unexpected.

Therefore, Ordered, That the furthe,!' consideration of
this matter be postponed till Friday next, at eleyen o'clock,
and that Mr. Duyckinck attend again at that time.

Die Martis, 10 ho. A. M. February 20, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Beekman, Colonel McDougall,

Mr. Sands, Mr. Thomas JSmith, ~[r. Rooseyelt, Colonel
Brasher, Mr. Scott, Mr. Van Zandt, (who immediately
departed on business.)

FOR ALBANy.-,-Geneml Ten Broeck, Colonel Nicoll, l\-Ir.
Yates, Mr. Gansevoort. -

FOR SUFFoLK.-Ge11cral Woodhull, Mr. Hobart,' Mr.
Wickham, Mr. L' Hommedieu.

.

FOR DUTcHEss.-:-Mr. G. L£vingston, lVIajor R. G. Li-
vinf1'ston, Colonel P. Ten Braecle, Mr. Schenck.

FOR WEsTCHEsTER.-Mr.-Thomas;Major LockIPQod,Mr.
Pa,ulding.

FOR TRioN.-Mr. Moore.
FOR CHARLo'r'fE.-Dr. TVilliams. .
FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr.' Dewitt, Mr. Lefever.
For ORANGE.-Colonel Allison,only.

_ A Letter from Major-General Lee, of this day, wa>;read
and fil-ed,and is in the words followipg, to wit:
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"New-York, February20, 1776. blished in Camp to. allaw all Fatigue-men a gill af Rum

"SIR: I am just infarmed that the Asia and Phenix each; and recammended to. the Cangress to. make the same
have seized several pravisian vessels fram the Jerseys. - I allawance.
must submit it to. the Cangress whether the campact is not 'The Cangress toak the same into. cansideratian.
to. be cansidered as braken, and whether it is nat aur duty to Thereupan, Ordered, That. the respective Cammissaries
withhald aU further supplies. Far my awn part, the mea- af Pravisians appainted by this Can gress, issue ane giU ()f
sure af suffering aurselves to. be plundered, and at the same Rum per day far each man an fatigue, to. the respecti.-c
time feeding aur plunderelp, appears a degree af lawness af Quartermasters af such Traaps naw in -this City as arc
spirit which reflects dishanour, and must encaurage the enemy nat atherwise provided far.
still to. take greater liberties. A Letter from Lard Stirling, bearing date this same day,

"I am, sir, yanr mast abedient servant, requesting the laan af Maney, was read and filed, and is in

"
CHARLES LEE. the wards fallawing, to. wit:

"To. Calonel Woodhull, President af.the Provincial Con- "New-York, February 20,1776.
gress."

,

- "SIR: When I arrived in this tawn with my regiment, I
A draft af an Answer to. Majar-General Lee was read and expected to. have faund a Cantin ental Cammissary af Pro-

appraved af, and is in the wards fallawing, to. wit: visians here, who. wauld have furnished them provisians and
In Provincial Congress,New-York,February 20,1716. fire-waad, and ather necessaries. But as no. such afficer is

SIR: Y aur favaur af thIs marning has been cansidered here, I ordered my Quartermaster to. provide pravisians

hy C~ress, and they are af apinian that it is tatally im- agreeably to. the ratians alJawed hy Cangress. This he has

passim to. prevent the Asia and Phenix fram supplying hitherto. dane with his aWn maney; but as that is already
themselves with pravisians. They have received infarma- exhausted, I am, under the necessity af asking the favaur of

tian that the seizing af the vessels fram the Jerseys is acca- the Cangress af this Pravince to. advance him; as a laan,

sianed by the supplies fram the Agents in tawn heing stap- as much maney as will be necessary far this purpase, till

ped, and are apprehensive, if it be cantinued, that the tawn anather provisian he made by the Cantinental Congress, to.

will be reduc~ to. the utmast distress. whom I have written to. regulate 'this matter as soan as pas-

While the'yiavigatian af Hudson's River is abstructed by sible.
the ice, auI' principal dependance far earn, provisian, fuel, " I am, sir, yaur mast humble servant,
and hay, is fram Connecticut and the Jerseys. An embar- , "STIRLIKG.

_go.prevents the supplies fram the ane, and if we pravake "To. the Preside,nt of the Cangress af the Pravince af New-
the Caprains af the ships-af-war, hy way af retaliatian, to. York."

,

prevent them fram the ather, the inhabitapts will nat anly -

A L r. C 1 1S t t d d h.
d 'd

o c o .
11 b

0 . r. etter Iram a ane war wou ate t IS ay en-
be estltute, but auI' OlTlmlssary WI e mcapacltated Iram lOR t f h C

.
fl' R' "-

procuring the necessary supplies far the Army naw in tawn. c asmg e urns a suc ampames a I~S
0

eglment as are

Y °U I t 'd th t tl hO f. h 't present an duty, was read and filed, and IS m the wards fol-
.a~ WI pease. a cans! er a 0 .1e s Ips~a -war ave I lawin to. wit:

.

JI1their pawer to. seize all the pravlslans that they may find
g,

aflaat, by which means they wi~l have an appartunity af
supplying the enemy at Boston.

By arder:

To. l\lajar-General Lee.

Order(',d, 'That a capy thereaf be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted. '

Anather Letter from Majar-General Lee was read and
filed, and is in the wards fallawing, to. wit:

-"New-York, February 19,1776. '

'~SJR: As it is est~blished in camp to. allaw all fatigue-
men a gill af rum each, I take the liberty to. recammend to.
the Cangress to.make the same allawance.

" I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your mast abedient
servant, ',,, CHARLE.i.J..EE.
"To Calanel Woodhull, Presidept of the Pravi~ Con-

grcss."
The cansideratian thereaf is pastpaned till the afternaan.
Mr. John Murray salicited a Permit to. go.an baard af the

Dutchess of Gordon to.settle same accaunts.
Ordered, That Mr. John 'ftfurray be, and he is hereby,

permitted to.go.an baard of the Ship Dutchess of Gordon,
on baard af which Gavernaur Tryon resides.

To. Mr. Elias Nixon, Part-Master.

Die Martis, 3 ho. P. M., February 20, 1776.

The Cangress met pursuant to. adjaurnment.
Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.

FaR NEw-Y aRK..,-l\Ir. Scott, Mr. Sands, Mr. Van Cort-
landt, Colanel Brasher, Cplanel McDougall.

FaR ALBANy.-Gcneral Ten Broeck, Calonel Nicoll, Mr.
Yates, Mr. Gansevoort. ,

FOR SUFFaL~.-General Woodhull, Mr. L' Hommedieu,
Mr. Wickham, Mr. Hobart. .

FaR ULS'!'ER.-l\'Ir. Rhea, Mr. Dewitt, Mr. Lefever.
FOR DUTqHEss.-Mr. G. ~ivingston, Calanel TenBroeck,

Mr. Schenck.
. .,

FaR WEsTCHESTER.~Calanel L. Graham, lVIajar Lock-
wood, Mr. Thomas.

FaR ORANGE.-Mr. Allison.
FaR CHARLoTTE.-Dr. Williams.
FaR TRyaN...,-Mr. Moore.
. Major-General Lee, by his Letter af the 19th, received
and read this marnin'g, in~orn;1CdCongress that it is esta-

"N ew- York, February 20; 1776.

"GENTLEMEN; By the within enclased returns, yau will ,

see that thase Capta,ins in tawn of my regiment have small
campanies, but at tbe same ti!J1e nigh a full set afafficers.
I expect the following Captains in haurly, to. wit: Captain
Woodford, fi'am Pawling's Precinct; Captain Ludinton,
from. . . . . . Precinct; Captain Glearck, fram Beek-
man's Precinct; Captain Durling, fram R~mbout Precinct.
Shauld it be the same case with the last-mentianed campa-
nies to. have so.Jew men, and afficers caniplete, it will be
necessary for your hanourable Board to. fall an sal11e plan,
either by sending to. the severalCalancls of Militia af aur
Caunty to. draft a sufficient number af men to. fill the within
mentianed campanies, 0.1'by reducing the officers to. a pr.o-
per numher. If yau shauld judge the latter to. be best,
probably it wauld suit many af the afficers to. return to. their
families, as itans\vers no gaad purpase to. have so many
afficers and so. fqw: men, but, an the contrary, creates great
cost, as it is nat~ral to. expect where troaps are kept there
will be disarders attendinp- them. As we have no. Doctor
far said regiment, I shauld be glad that Dr. Tappen might
be appainted for that purpase, as we have an over plenty
af afficers. I have no. ather view in writinfT the farefToinfT,
I

0 .0 . b b

t mn to. acquamt yau wIth the state af the regiment.'

"I am, gentlemen, yaur very humble servant,
"JAcaBus SW.\RTWOnT,Colonel.

" To. the H~naurable Provincial Cangress at New- York.",

'
.

The Returns af three Campanies af Calanel Swartwout's
Regiment, wert) ,read and filed, and are in the wards fallaw-
ing, to. wit;'

,
'

Jacobus Swartwout, Calan,el; . . -. .
"nant-Calan,el;. . . . . . . . i . Major.

Lieute-

----
2 34 .. o.
I 27 - 1
1 1810..

- --- --~---,-
4 79 10 1
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Ordered, That the said Letters and Returns be referred
to and committed to the Committee of War:*

A draft of an Answ~r to Lord Stirling was read and ap-
proved, and is in the words' following, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, N ew- York, February 20, 1776.

My LORD: It gives this Congress pain to be obliged to
declare their inability to supply your Quartermaster with
the loan of money for subsisting the troops under your com-
mand until the Continental Congress shall regulate that
matter. The CQntine~al 'drafts on our Treasury for large
advancements properly within our department, exhausts'. it
as fast as its supplies come in, and we find ourselves under
an absolute necessity of looking narrowly into' the applica-
tion of our issues, lest our Treasury should be deficient to
answer the proper calls on it. We doubt not that the Con-
tinental Congress will, at your request, make speedy provi-
sion for the subsis,tenceof your battalion.

Permit. us to hint, that we think a provision in the in-
terim will more properly be made by the New-:Jersey Con-
gress, now sitting so near this city; and to assure you
that we are, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient hum-
ble servants.

By order of Congress.

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling.
Ordered,

.
That the said Letter be engrossed, and signed

by the President, and transmitted. .
A Letter from General Washington of the 10th in-

stant, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to
wit:

"Cambridge, February 10, 1776.

" SIR: Being in the greatest want of arms at this alarm-
ing and important crisis, for the Army under my command,
and without the most distant prospect or hope of getting
more from these Governments than what I already have, 1
beg leave to solicit the favours of your Committee of Safety
in this instanl~e,and earnestly request that they will use
their exertions to get and send to 111e,in the most expeditious
manner, all that they can possibly procure. I imagine that
there are several belonging to the Colony, and have been
informed of many Tories being disarmed, and, therefore,
expect that it will be in their power to obtain a considerable
supply. Whatever' quant.ityis sent me, I will take on the
Continental account, and make payment for, with the ex-
penses incident to their transportation. T

"This apptication being founded in necessity, and arising
. from the exigenq of our affairs, I mak~ no doubt wil~meet
your most ready and early attention, and that nothing will
be wantingor your part to give me the mostspeedyrelief.

.

"I am, sir, your most humble servant, .
. "GEORGE WASHINGTON.

" To Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire.

"P. S. I wish to have only such arms as
0

are good and
serviceable, and shall be glad to have bayonets with them.

. "G. W."
A ilraft of an Answer to General T¥ashington was read

and approved, and is in the words following, to wit:
In Provincial Congress,New-York, Febru~ry20, 1776.

Sut: The Congress have just now received your letter
of the 10th instant, directed to the Cluiirman of our Com-
mittee of Sa£~ty. They are extremely sorry they have it
not in their 'Power to supply you with the articles you men-
tion, as the Army raiseJ here last summer has entirely
drained them of the anns belonging to the Colony, which
have never been' r~turned; and the more, as they are, by
order of Congress; now levying five new regiments ;.one
for the defence of Canada, and four for defending this Co-
lony, arid preveqting depredations on Long-Island, which
they suppose will chiefly be dfstitute, and obliged to be
supplied by them; an~ with respec;t to the arms taken from

..11 List of the ,lIfen in one of the Companies 0/ Colonel Swartwout's
Regiment.-James Varian, Samuel Crawford, Isaac Oakly, Josepn Tod,
Oliver Killick, James Sanderson, WiI.fu1m Thomson, John Drake, Micah
Townson, Daniel Horton, Gide()n Arden, EZf'kiel Dayton, John Baker,

. Jeded~ah Owens, John McDQnald, Seth Winchell, Andrew Fack, David
Johnson,. Gilbert Hort()n, James Urundige, Matthew Carryhea~ Philip
Heustis, James F.,.rrel, Robert Graham, Stephen Shelly, James Vincet,
Robert Hutchings, Benjamin Boyer, Jacob M,orril, Valentine Rider, Sam-
uel Townsend, Jonathan Allabee, William Brown, Jun., James Hops,
Charles Roe. Abraham Morris,J"ohn Moreland, Uriah Travis, John Roe,
Jesse :Burrel. ,

.'

.
.

FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. v.

the Tories in this Colony, they inform you are neither in
their possession or a't tlieir disposal. Hence, you.will per-
ceive that they cannot give you'any relief, which they would
most cheerfully do were it in their power. ..

Weare, sir, your most humble servants. By order.
To General Washington.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted.

..

Peter T. Curtenins delivered in an Inventory of the Hos-
pital and other Stores ta~en out of the lower Barracks, by
order of this Congress, which was read and filed, and is il,1
the words ~ollowing,to wit: .

"Inventory of sundry Stores, talcen ont of the lower Bar-,
racks by order of the Provincial Congress, viz:

"Six thousand seVen hundred and thirty-six Osnaburgh
Sheets, new; 300 Osnaburgh Sheets"old; 140 white Sheets,
qew; 20 white Sheets, old; 92 check Sheets, new"; 1

.

empty MediCine Chest; 1 chlst with Lint; 3 boxes with
Tow; 370 Pillow-cases, Osnaburghs, new; 1.20 bolster-
cases, Osnaburgh, new; 725 wooden Bowls; 556 wooden
Trenchers; 1,700 wooden Spoons; 1 large' copper Ketde;
22 earthen Chamber-pots; 160 old moth-eaten Blankets--
most of them fit for nothing but making cartridges for the
field-pieces; 4 Camp Colours; 125 boxes Candles, d!jliver-
edme by Mr. Norwood-they weigh, upon an average,
about forty-five pounds each, which is six thousand six hun-
dred and twenty-five pounds.

~'T~ken this 19th ofFeblW.lry, 1776.
"PETER T. CUR'fENJUS,Commissary."

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius preserve those Stores,
or such of them as are now in his custody, with particular
care, for the use of an Hospital; and that he cianot part with,
or deliver out, any of those Stores, by any order whatever, ,

unles's by an order of the Committee of Safety of this Co-
lony, and that only for the use of an Hospital, or by the
order of the Provincial Congress of this Colony; [

'.

The Members from .the City and County of Albany in-
formed the Congress that sundry mistakes.o were made,
through haste, by the County Committee and Field-Officers,
in arranging the Regiments of Militia in that CO\Jnty, where-
by many Companies were very inconveniently placed under
Field-Officers at a ~istance from them; and, in other in-
stan?es, Companies out of one vic.ini~ placed in different
Regiments. That 'a more convement arrangement of the
Militia of that County is now made; but, to carry it into
execution, it wiIJ be. necessary to have some of the commis-
sions altered, and new comini<;sions issued in other instances:
of all which alterations, amendments, and arrangements they'
have now produced a complete form, or list. _

Ordered, That all the amendments and .alterations ,be
made, and such new Commissions issued as will be neces-
sary to complete the arrangement of the Militia' of the
County of Albany.

.

A Letter from William Smith, Esquire, Chainnan of the
Committee of Suffolk County, dated the ~4th of January
last, and which was received by the Committee of Safety,
was read. They thereby recommend as Field-Officers fQ}.'
their Regiment of :Minute-men, to wit: Josiah Smith, Co-
lonel; John H.ulbert, Lieutenant-Colonel; Isaac Reeve,
First Major ; Jonathan Balcer, Second Major; Isaac Over-
ton, Adjutant; and Ebenezer Davton, Quartermaster.

Ordered, That Commissions Issue to those gentlemen
accordingly. . ,

A Return' fi'omLewis McDonald, Ja.mesRaymond, Peter
Flemming,. and Marcus Mosenell, Committee-men of Harri-
son's Precinct, in Westfhester County, with a Certificate of
William ]yIiller,Deputy Chairman, were read. They return
the Officers elected in a Company of Minute-men in Colonel
Drake's Regiment, to wit: Hezelciah Gray, Captain; Cor-
nelius Clark, First Lieutenant; James Milkr, Second Lieu"-
tenant; and Isaac Titus, Ensign. .

.

Ordered, That Commissions be immediately issued for
those gentlemen. And they were issued accordingly.

.

On motionof Lieutenant-ColonelGraham,
Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea-

surer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, pay to
Samuel Drake, Esq., Colonel of the Regiment of Minute-
men from Westchester ,County, now in Continental service

19
-
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by order of Major-General Lee, the sum of 'one hundred
Pounds, on account of the pay of his Regiment. ,

A Letter from Major Robert Rogers was read and filed.
He thereby prays that this Congress will be pleased to give
him a permission to go ,on board the Ship Dutchess of Gor-
don, on private business with Governour Tryon.

A Letter of the 9th instant, from Zephaniah Platt,
Chairman of the Committee of PoughkeepslC, was read and
filed, and is in the words fonawing, to wit:

'. "Poughkeepsie, February 9, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN: Enclosed you have a letter to Congress,
in answer to one from the Committee of Safety of the 26th
ultimo, informing that four regiments are to be raised for
the defenye of the ColQny, and desiring to know what num-
her of men can be speedily raised and armed in the County.
For the reasonS mentioned in our letter, you will observe
that we have resolved that only three companies can be
completed; however, we cQPceive that if it was stipulated
that these troops are to remain within the Colony, we would
furnish a gf(~aternumber of men, as many would, in such
case, enter into the service who would otherwise be deterred
through fear ot being sent upon distant disagreeable service.
For this reason we \"ould wish you would, if yoil convenient-
ly can, acquaint us with the pariicular destination of those
regiments, al,ld how far we may venture to engage with
officers and men that they shall not be obliged to march out
of the, Colony.

"
Weare directed to inform you that the~Committee re-

commend Mr. Robert Freeman for the commission of Second
Major in Colonel Sutherland: s Regiment, vacant by the
resignation 'of Mr. Cantolin. You will please to procure
and transmit us his commission as soon as possible.

"
We remain your very humble servants.

"By order of the Committee of Correspondence:.
"ZEPHANIAH PLATT, Chairman.

Ordered, That a Commission be issued to Mr. R()bert
Freeman, as Second Major, and transmitted with all con-
venient speed.

Die Mercurii, 10 ho. A. M., February 21, 1776.
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR N EW-Y oRK.~Mr. Sands, Mr. Smith, Mr. J. Van Cort-
_ landt, l\'fr. Roose~lt, Mr. Be<:kman, Captain Rutgers.
FOR ALBA]\;"Y.~General Ten Broeck, Colonel Nicoll, Mr.

Gansevoort, Mr. Yates.
FOR SUFFoLK.~General Woodhull, Mr. Wickham, Mr.

L' Hommedieu, Mr. Hobart.
FOR rLSTER.~Mr. Deuitt, Mr. Lefiver, Mr. Rhea.
FOR DUTCHEss.~Mr: G. Livingston, l\Iajor R. G. Li-

vino-ston, Colonel P.Ten Broeck.
'FOR WESTCHESTER.~Major LQclCwood, Mr. Thomas, Mr.

P auWing...
..

FOR TRYON.--':"'Mr.Moore.
FOR CHARLOTTE.~Dr. Williams.. .

The Committee of the City ofNew-" York, in pursuanc,e
of ihe order of this Congress of the 13th instant, returned,
that they had caused an election to be held at the City-Hall
on the 20th instant, for seven Deputies to serve in this Pro-
vincial Congress, with the other Deputies of this City and
County of Ncw- York. That thereupon Messrs. Adrian
Rutge1's, Abrahqm P. Lott, Isaac Stoutenburgh, Evert
Bancker, Thomas Randall, Samuel Prince, and William
Denning, were duly elected.

..
'.

Ordered, That the said Return be filed, and that those
gentlemep, be requested to take their seats immediately.

Mr. Hobart, from the Committeeof 'War, to whom wa~
committed the Letter from Colonel Swartwout, and the Re-
turns of his Regiment made yesterday, delivered in their
Report, which was read and 6.led, and is in the words fol-
lowing, to wit: :.,'

. ' ,

The Committee .of War having taken into consideration
Colonel Swartwout's Letter of the ~Oth instant, with the
Returns of the several Companies of his Regiment now on
duty in this C,ity, and finding that there is by much too
great a proportIon of officers for the men already here, and
that it will probably be the same Cjlse with the companies
now on their march to join the regiment, are of opinion that

, Colonel Swartwout be directed to appoint a proper number

of officers to the severnl companies, according to the Regu-
lations for the Militia, and that he order the sllpernumefary
officers to return, with all possibl\) despat,ch, to the Comity,
in orQer to complete their companies.

Secondly. That where any officer of a Minute Company
shall be unable, or refuse, to engage in this service, he be
directed to supply their place by officers of the same rank
from the Militia.

Thirdly. That the men be inlisted to continue in the ser-
vice till the 1st .d<lYof May next, unless sooner discharged.

Mr. Thomas Smith moved, and- was seconded, for the
following' amendment,. to wit:

That the third Resolve be obliterated. .

Debates arose on the said niotion, and the question being
put thereon, it Was carried in the' affirmative, in the maimer
following, to wit:

For the .JjJirmative.

2 Westche8ter.
4 New-York.
2 ~Charlotte.
2 Suffolk.
3 Albany.

For the ,]'vegalive.
2 Dutchc8$.-Mr G Li'vi"g"
2 Tryon. [ston dissenting.
2 Ulster.-Mr. De,vitt dis-

Isenting.
6 votes.

13 vote8.

Resolved, therefore, That the said thira direction in the
said Rep()rt be obliterated.

The first and second directions in the said Report being
read a second time, the Congress agrees with their Commit-
tee thereon.

Mr. Van Zandt suggested to the Congress that it is
absolutely ne~essary that Andrew Elliott, Esq., Collector of
this Colony, have permission to go on board of his Excel-
lency's Ship, as occasion may require, in order to let the
trading vessels of this ColQny be despatched, tl1C GOvernour
having refused to sign any papers from the Custom-house
unless the Collector is present.'

.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Andrew Elliott, Esq., Collec-
tor of the Port of New- York, be, and he is hereby, permit~
ted to go on board' of his Excellericy Governour Tryon's
Ship at any time at his pleasure, until the further pleasure
of this C~mgress,Or of the Committee of Safety. .

Colonel Peter T. Cuttenius requested to know to whom
be shall deli,:er the last-made Intrenching Tools.

Ordered, That Mr. P. T. Curtenius inquire if Mr. Hugh
Hughes has obtained.il. commissi()nas a Continental Com-
missary of Artillery Stores; and if he has such Continental
commission, that tben he, deliver the said Intrenching Tools
to Mr. Hughes; otherwise, that he deliver them to. Mr.
Richard Norwood. .

It being suggested to the Congress that his Excellency
Governour Tryon is indisposed,and that Dr. ~Middletonis
his physician,

.

.

Ordered, Thatpoctor JIIliddletonbe permitted to go on
board of the Ship in which his Excellency resides, at any
time, until the further order of this Congress, or of the Com-
mittee of Safety.

.

Mr. Abraham Livingston, who was lately appointed a
Commissary for a consiqerable number of Troops, coming
into this City, attended, and WaSadmitted into Congress.
He informed the Congress, that he has purchased and con-
tracted for Provisions to the amount of twenty-one hundred
Pounds.

,

Therefore, Ordered, That P. V. B. Livz'ntston; Esq.,
as Tre.asurer, of the Provincial Congress of this Colony;
advance to A~raham Livingston, Esq., as Commissary for
sundry Continental Troops now in this city, the sum of
twenty-one hundred 'Pounds, on account; and take a receipt
for the same.

'

.

Mr. L' Hommedieu reported that ff1.lliam Richie had'
contracted with Beriah Norton, a Colonel and Comm~ssary
of some Provincial Troops stationed at Marlin's Vineyard,
to furnish forty barrels of Por\<:and 'forty barrels of Beef,
with some other articles. , That he has 9btaiued a permit
from the sub-Committee of Jhe City of New- York, to pur-
chase th9se articles and charter' a vessel. That he haS
bought tl~eProvisions in Westchester County, and, by reason
of a resolve and order of the Comniittee of Safety, of the
lQth instant; prohibiting exportation from thence out of the
Colony, he cannot get the Provisions from thence. .

Ordered, That Mr. William Richie be vermitted by the
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forty barrels of Pork apd forty barrels of beef, and no more,
out of Westchester County, the resolution of the Commit-
tee of Safety of this Colony on the 10th instant to the con-
trary notwiths~nding.

Adjourned.

Di,e Mercurii, P. M., Febru!lry 21, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.

FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Beekman, Mr. Rut <rers, Mr.
Prince, ]\fl'. Bancker, Captain Rutgers, Colonel ~fc-
Dougall, Colonel Lott, Mr. Sands, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr.
Smith, Mr. Vlln Zandt. .

FOR ALBANY.-,-GeneralTen Broeck, Mr. A. Yates, Mr.
Gansevoort, Colonel Nie,oll. '

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr.
L' Hommed'ieu, Mr. T¥ickham.

FORULsTER.--Mr. Dewitt, Mr. Lefever, Mr. Rhea, Colo-
nel Palmer. ,,'

FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. G. Livingston, Colonel Ten Broeck,
Colonel Humphreys, 'J\'fr. Schenck.

FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison.
FoI,t WESTCHESTER.-~:Ir. Paulding, Major Lockwood,

Mr. Thomas.
FOR KING's.'--Mr. Covenhoven, Mr. Vanderbilt.
FOR TRYON.-Mr. .L7J1oore.
FOR CHARLOTTE;-Colonel 'Williams.

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Elizabethtown,
relating to persons taken from Staten-Island and confined
there, was read and approved, and is in the words following,
to wit;

.

In Provincial Congress, New-York, February 21, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:"Complaint has been made to us that Isaac
Decker, Abraham Harris, and ltlinne Burger, inhabitants
of Richmond County, are confined in jail under the direc-
tion of your Committee, in the Borough of Elizabeth, and
that Richard Conner, Esq., is boun'd under a penalty to
appear before your Committee. "\-Veknow not by whose
direction~ tl;ey were apprehended. By the regulations of
the ProvlD,cIaI Congress of this Colony, all persons charged
with any canduct inimical to the United Colonies, or trans-
gressing any resolves, rules, or regulations of the Continen-
tal or Provincial Congress, are, in the first instance, to be
tried by tlw County Committee of the County in which
such delinquents reside. We, therefore, earnestly request
that the several persons above named, with all charges and
proofs you have or may know of against them respectively,
may be returned to the County Committee. of Richmond
County, to be put upon their trial.

,Weare; respectfully, gentlemen, your very humble ser-
vants.

To tlle Chair~~n and Members of tbe Committ~9 of Eli-
zabetht%n. '

...

Ordered, That the same be engrossed, and. transmitted.
A draft of. a Letter' to the Committee of Richmond

County on the same subj~ct, was read and approved, and-is
in the words following, to wit:

In Provincia,! Congress,New-York, February 21,1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have, by a letter of this date, requested
the Committee of Elizabethtown to return to the County
Committee- of your County, Ric/i,ard Conner, Esq., Isaac.
Decker, Abraham Harris, and ltlinne Burger, inhabitants
of your County, to be respectively put upon their trials, and
return to you any charges and proofS against them that they
have or may know of against them, or either of them, with
respect to any conduct inimical to the United Colonies,
or the having transgressed any reso~ves, rules, or regulations,
of the Continental or Provincial Congress, or either of
them.

We request you to put those persons on their trials, and
if they, or either of them, should De found to have trans-
gressed in any m,anner, we doubt not you will do strict and
impartial justice, and make report to this Congress of your

. proceedings in the premises.'
.

Weare, gentlemen, your very humble servants.
By order.-

.

To the Chairman of the Committee of RichmQnd County.
Ordered, That the same be engrossed, and transmitted.

A Letter from General Schuyler, at Albany, dated Fe-
bruary 15, 1776, on the s1)bject of the Canada Regiment
~obe rais.ed,was read a,ndi-ed, and is in the words follow-
mg, to WIt; - ,

"Albany, February 15, 1776.

" GENTLEMEN: 1 have the honour to acknowledge your
favour of the :31st ultimo, which was delivered me on the
12th by Messrs. Jadwin Sf Giles, together with twelve
thousand five hundred dollars, for which I have given them
a receipt.

"

"If I do riot misapprehend the resolution of Congress'
for levying troops for the Canada service, the raising of
Colonel Van Schaick's Regiment is recommended to you,
as well as the providing them with the necessaries to enable
them to take the field. I have neither arms, blankets, or
clothing. These ought to be immediately procured.

" I enclose you a copy of my letter to the Gelwral Com-
mittee of this County, which sits to-day. By that you
will see what I propose to do. .The nomination of such
officers as may be wanted, I must leave to that body, which,
as it is composed of gentlemen from every part of the Coun-
ty, is more able to judge of those who are likely to raise
the men than I can be. . ~

"My nephew, Peter Schuylfr, a young gentleman of
about thirty years of age, wishes to be. employed in some
of the regiments to be raised in this Colony, as a Field-
Officer. I should be happy, provided he can be recom.
mended, without injuring others that may have a better
claim, or giving umbrage. .

"I am, gentlemen, with much respect and esteem, your
most obedient humble servant, _

"PHILIP SCHUYLER.

"To the Committee of Safety, _Ne,w-York."

A copy of a Letter from General Schuyler on the same
subject to the Committee of Albany, was read and filed,
and is in the words following, to wit:

"
Albany, February 1,1, 1776.

" GENTLEI'>IEN:On the 12th instant I was honoured with
a letter from the Committee of Safety of this Coiony, dated
the 31st ultiino; extracts of which I enclose you, together
with copies of sundry resolutions of the 110nourableConti-
nental Con.e:ress.

" You wIll perceive by the resolutions of Congress, that'
the raising of Colonel Van Schaick's regiment was a ser-
vice intended for the Provincial Congress or Committee of
Safety: But since they have sent me the money, and that
the delay which must necessarily be occasioned by refusing
my int~rven1:ion,may be yery prejudicial to the service at
this advanced season, I will readily, with your assistance,
undertake the business, proviqed you judge it practicable to
complete the regiment in this quarter. If not" I would
only issue warrants to such officers as served in that corps
last campaign, and are willing to re-engage, wllich, together
with such other officers (of which I enclose"a list) to whom
warrants were issued for raising troops, without designing
them particularly for any regiment, (and three of which have
already inlisted near three companies,) will, I apprehend,
nearly complete the number of officers; a list of which I
would transmit to the Colony Congress, that they may be
sufficiently'informed to appoint the remainder.

"Colonel Van Schaick has my orders to inform himself
which of his officers on this side of Canada will re-engage.
Those in Canada will be provided for there.

"I am, gentlemen, with respect and esteem, your most
obedient humble servant,

" P SHILIP CHUYLER.

"To the Committee of the City and County of Albany."

A Letter from Colonel Curtenim was read amI filed, and
is in the words following,_ to wit: - -

"February 21, 1776.

"
G.E;NTLEMEN:Mr. Halsted, Quartermaster of the Jer

sey Regiment, has applied to m-e for'three hundred and forty-
four wooden bowls, twelve pair of sheets for the Hospital,
anlithree hundred and forty-four woode.n_spoons; also, a
few old blankets for the sick.,. I should teglad to have a
written order to deliver them.

" I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
: . - ." P. T.. CURTENIUS.

"To the Provincial Congress, New- York."
..
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Thereupon, Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius deliV:erto
the Quartermaster' of the Jersey Regiment twenty-four
Bowls, twenty-four wooden,SIiPns, twelve pair of Sheets,
and a tew old Blankets, for tile sale and only use of the
sick in the HospitaJ; and that he take a receipt for the
same for that purpose.

Order~d, That Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Beckman, Mr.
Sands, and Captain Denning, be a Committee to examine
and state all the accounts, disbursements, and payments.made by the Treasurer of this Congress; that they make
particular distinction between Continental and Provincial
charges; that they be authorized to call to their assist-
ance Mr. Gerard Bancker and Colonel Curtenius when
necessary, and to employ at the expense of this Con-
gress, one or more such Crerks as they shall think neces-
sary ;., and that they report their proceedings with all possi-
ble despatch. '

.
Orde,red,That Mr. Evert Baru;ker be Auditor of Ac-

COllnts,in the stead of Mr. John Ray.
Mr. Zachariah Sickles having a parcel of Bags at Nui-

ten-ISland, it is suggested that he cannot go there for them.
without a pass ff2m this Congress. .

Ordered, That Mr. Zachariah Sickles be permitted to
go over to Nutten-IlJland in any boat that he may think
proper.

Colonel Palmer attending as a Member from Ulster,
whereby that County will have a quorum without Mr. De-
witt,

. .

(kdered, That he have leave of absence.
A RetUrn signed by Thomas Thomas and William Mi~

ler, of Westchester County, was read and filed. They
thereby certify, that at a meeting of the Troop of West-
chester County, held at the h.ouseof Wilsey Dusenbury, in
,Harri.~on Precinct, the following gentlemen were elected
officers, .to wit: Samuel Tredwell, Captain; Thaddeus'
Avery, Lieutenant, chosen unanimously; and that Abra-
ham Hatfield was chosen Cornet, and Uytendall Allaire

. Quartermaster, each chosen by a majority.
Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gentlemen.

A Return signed by Abraham P. Lott and Peter T.
Curieni'us,two of the Committee of the City and County
of New- York, dated the 1st of February, 1716, Qf three
officers being duly_elected for a Company in Beat No. - ,
in the City of New- York, to wit: baac JohWlon, First
Lieutenant; John Lyner" Second Lieutenant; and George
Quedon, Ensign:

Ordered, That Commissions issue to those gentlemen.
And they were)ssued accordingly.
A Return of Officers of a Company of Minute-men at

Saratoga, in the County of Albany, signed by Ebenezer
Marvin, Chairman of the Coml)1ittee, and dated the 12th
instant, was read and filed. They thercby return' the fol-
lowing persons for officers of the saidCompany, vii: Alex-
ander Baldwin, Captain; Samuel Bacon, First Lieutenant;
Walter Hewitt, Second Lieutenant; and Elias Palmer,
Ensign. .

Ordered, That Commissions issue to those gentlemen.

Colonel Mcl)Qugall's motion of yesterday, for the 'emis-
sion of the further sum of fifty-five thousand Pounds, Pro-
vincial currency, for the exigencies of this Colony, and to
be sunk at different periods, and which, by consent, without
being entered, was postponed to this day, was resumed~

Thereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Gilbert
Livingston, Mr. Gansevoort, Thomas Smith, Esq., 'and
Colonel Lott, be a Committee to report a plan for the emis-
sion of fifty-five thousand Pounds.

Die Jovis, A. M., February 22, 1776.
The Congres~, met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw~Y oRK.-Colonel Lott, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Beck-

man, Mr. Smith, Captain Rutgers, Major Stoutenburgh,
Mr. Baru;ker, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Prince, Mr. Van Zandt)
Mr. Sand$.

.; ,
,

FOR ALBANY.'-Colonel NicQll, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Abra-
ham Yates; General Ten Broeck.

FOR Su:r:r9i.K.-G~neral Woodh'f.tll, Mr.Wzckham, Mr.
Hobart, Mr. V Hommedieu.

FOR ORANGE.-C()lonel Allison) l\1r. Herring. .

FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Dewitt, Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colo-
nef Palmer.

FOR DUTcHEss.-Major Livingston, ,Mr..Gilbert Living-
ston, Colonel Ten Broeck, Mr. &henck.

~
,

FOR WESTCHESTER.'--'-Mr. Thomas, Major Lockwood, Mr.
P auldinp'

FOR KING s.-Mr. Covenhoven, Mr. Van Brunt.
FOR TRYON.-Mr. Moore.
FOR CHARLoTTE.-Colonel Williams.

\'
, . ...

The Ord~r of the Day, for recommending to the Continen-
tal Congress Field-Officers for the 'four Battalions to be raised
in this Colony, beingreaiI, the saffie was p9stponed till the
afternoon. . +

'

,

A dl'iJ.ftof a Letter to' the Delegates of this' Colony at the
Continental Congress, was re~d and approved of, and is in
the words following, to wit: .

IIIPr,ovinciJl\ Congress, New:-York, February 22,1776.

GENTLEMEN: Weare now to acknowledge the receipt of
yours of the 11th instant, covering the resolution of Con..
gress relat:ve to the inhabitants of Richmond County; ~ndt
notifying,us of yoUr having obtained a warrant in oUr favour"
on the Continental Treasurer, for twelve thousand dollars"
which will in some measure enable us to raise the four bat..
talions intenc;led for the immediate protection an.d defenc~~
of this Colony. ,

It is agreeable to us that you deduct, out of the money'
made payable by that warrant, what may be due to you as
Delegates, agreeable to the resolution of this Congress; and'
w~ beg you to transmit the residue, with a state of your ren
spective accounts and receipts, to oUr Treasurer, as his
voucher.,

We are, gentlemen, with esteem, your' most ohedient
servants.

By order.
To the New- York Delegates i~ Continental Congress.

Order.ed, That a copy thereof be engrossed" and signed
by the President, and transmitted.

John Hastier, Mate of the Ship Sally, whereof Captain
Bagley was late Master, has requested permission to go on
board of the said Ship Sally, to obtain his Clothing, Bed,.
ding, and other necessaries from 9n board, as she is to pro-
ceed to Boston. ' .

Ordered, That the said John Hastierbe permitted to go
on board of the Ship 'Sally, for the purposes aforesaid.

A Memorial. of Captain Daniel Grfffin, Captai'n John
Johnson, and thIrteen other Officers, waSread and filed,ahd
is in the wordsfollowing,to wit: .

" To the Honourable Provincial Congress of the Colony of
Nn:- YOItK,now sitting in thisCity.

.

" The Memorial of several of the Officers in the serm:Ceof
the United Colonies, by appointment of this Colony, for
the duty of the year 1775, in the Northern Army, show-
eth: '

" That your Memorialists having been called upon early
in the present contest, have willingly obeyed the summons,
cheerfully entered upon any cominand' or du~y assigned
them, in full expectation of being on the same footing with
the other Continental Troops raised for the general defence;
and whereas, by good authqrity, we are infori;nedthat the
allowance given the Eastern Army for officers' suhsistence,
is much more than tha~received byyouf MemoriIJ.lists;they
humbly request that the Commissaries may be ordered to pa:r
us the difference of i:ations,having some of us received but
one ration, and others no provisions since we entered the
service; whereas the Captains in the Eastern Army have,
from the 1st of July last, received threE', and the subalterns
two; whereby discontents are arising, to the prejudice of tha't
service where hartnony is essential for executing the purpose

.
intended.

"That your Memorialists being informed an additional
number of troops ar~ to be raised in this Colony for the
Continental service, beg leave to remind this honourable
House of the. services rendered the publick by them, and
other officers in ~he late year, hoping that the appointments
may be such as will not supersede any officer who served
with approbation and merit the late campaign, not doubtiniT
but thi5 House will pay a proper attention:in the same. W~



297 NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CO~GRESS, FEBRUARY, 1776. 298

mean not to dictate; but, from' a tender co~cern for the cha-
racter and honour of our absent brethren, we are constrained
to offer our sentiments ther{X)n,lest, for want of informa-
tion, an unintended wound may be given to that delicacy
which inspires the breasts of soldieI:S,and, in a great mea-
sure, urg~s them t6 noble deeds, and carrie,s them through
the fatigues and dangers of the field; and we must add, that
a soldier without a due sense of honpur, will not only be
very unhappy'in the corps he may Serve,in,but surely cannot
be entrusted with the defence of the honour or interests of
the publick. ' " '

,

" Your Memorialists, relying on the candour of this House,
~eg leave to sign in behalf of our absent brethrep; praying,
as oUf_dutyis, for the preservation of our invaluable rights
and privileges, and for those who have direction of publick
business for that end.

. "DANIEL GRIFFIN,

"
JOHN JOIINSON,

"JOHN HULBERT,

"
JOHN GRENELL,

"
ANDF.EW BILLINGS,

,JACOBUS WYNKOOP,

N ATHANIEL_W OODW ARD,

BENJ'AMIN LEDYARD,

ELIAS HASBROUCK,

JACOBUS ROSEKRANS,

Captains.
JAMES M. HUGHES.
ABRAHAM RIKER,

Lieutenants.

"BENJAMIN MARVIN,

"
WILLIAM BROWNE,

, "THOMAS LEFOY,

"New-YOlk, Febru!lry 21,1776."
,

',

The Congress are of opil).ionthat the first part of the
Memorial would be a proper subject of application to Major-
General Schuyler and Walter Livingston, Esq., but not to
this Concrress; and that the latter part of the Memorial is
already :nswered by a Resolve of this Congress of the 15th
instan t.
, Anthony Post, Captain of, a Company of Artificers, de-

livered an e~,til,nateof the Tools ,necessary for each Car-
penter in his Company; 'and alleges that it will save publick
money to direct the Carpenters, to furnish their. own Tools,
and tOlnci:easetheir Wages from ten to thirteen Dollars per
month:

'

Ordered, That Mr. Prince, Mr. Rhea, and Mr. Palmer,
or any two of them, be a Committee to consider of,.and re-
port thereon, with all convenient speed.

A Letter from John Hancock, dated Phiwdelphia, 20th
of February, 1776; also, Resolutions of the Continental
Congress of February 15th and 17th, 1776, were received
and read, apd are as,follow: t

'"Pbiladelphia, February 20, 1776.

"
GENTLEMEN: I have thehonQur to enclose you several

resolutions of Congress, by which you will perceive their
determination as to the wprks Qn 'ftfartelaer's Rock, that no
addition be made, but that those already effected there be

,supported and garrisoned. You will please to order the
execution of the works recOl).1mended by Congress in the
enclosed resolves, to which beg leave to .refer you.

"The Congress' have directed General ,Lee to repair to
Canada, to conduct the military operations in that quarter;
and as battering-cannon are much wanted there, they have
'ordered him to request you to supply him with some suit-
able pieces and mortars, if possible, with shells, balls, &c.
I make" no 'doubt, but your zeal will readily lead you to
afford the General your aid in these instances, and also in
assisting to forward every necessary with all despatch. I
must refer you to the resolutions, and have only time to re-
quest your particular attention to them., .

"I am, with esteem, 'gentlemen, your most obedient ser-
vant,

" JOHNHANCOCK,President.
H To the Honourable Convention, New- York.

!
j

. ~

"P. S. "General Schuyler is to repair to New- York, and
take the command; I shall send the commission by next
opportunity."

The Resolves of the Con!i,nental Congress of tbe 15th
instant, were read and filed, and are in the words following,
towit: .

"In Congress, February 15, 1776.

" Resolved, That no further Works. be erecl,ed, on Mart~-
laer's Rock, but, that those already erected there, be sup-
ported and. garrisoned. . .JE .

"That a Fascine Battery, to mount heavy Cannon, not
exceeding eighteen in number, to be thrown up on the Ora-

vel Hill, eastward of MartelaR"s Rock, marked in the draft
LL, so as'to c'orimiimdthe west Point, the reach down the
River from the 1:f'estPoint, and part of the reach up the
River; and that a. convenient, road. be opened from this
Battery to the Barracks on ltlartl;laer's Rock.

"That a Redouht'of Earth ,and Fascinesbe bu.ilton the
eminence on the east side of the River, opposite to the
west Point marked in the draft A, to mount thirty Guns.

. " That it be recommended to the Convention or Commit-
tee of Safety of New- York, to forward the Battery at Poop-
lopen's Kill; and that the said Battery be made of earth
and fascines, and to mount a number of Guns, not exceed-
ing forty.

"
.'

"That such of. the Con~inental Troops as are or may be
stationed at the aforesaid places, be employed in erecting
these Works and Batteries, under the direction of the En-
gineer."

. ,"
,

"February 17, 1'776.

"That it be recommended to the Convention or Com-
mittee of Safety of New- York, to supply General Lee with.
a quantity of suitable Cannon, not exceeding twelve, and
one or more Mortars, if to be had, with Balls, Shells, and
other necessaries, for the siege or assault of Quebeck; and
that they assist him in forwarding the same with all possl-
sible expedhion. '. "That it be recommended to the Convention of New-
York, 'that such of the Officers who served faithfully in
Canada the last campaign, as are willing to continue there,.
be preferred, in the new levies of the Colony of New- York,
to others.

" Resolved, 'That the suni~of thirty-five thousand Dollars
be advancedto the Convel\tionor COlpmiW~eof Safety of
New- York, for the support of the TroOps employed in the
defence of that Colony, the said Convention Or Con1miJ,tee
of Safety to be accountab1e for the expenditure thereof; and
that 'an Order be diawn on the Treasurers for the above.sum,
in favour of the Delegates of that Colony, who' are dil'ected
to forward the same.

"That it be recommended to the Conventio"nor Commit-
tee of Safety of New- York, to contract with proper persons
for supplying the said Troops with the Rations allowed by
Congress, and with Fuel and other' necessaries, 01\the most
reasonable terms in their power. '

" Extract from the Minu.tes;
"CHARLES THOMSO~, Secretary~

~ "By orderof CQngress:
"

JOHN HANCOCK, President."
-

'

,

Resolve of the Continental Congress, of thE;)15th of F~-
bruary, instant, was' also read and filed, and is in the words
following, to wit: r'

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Convention
or Committee of Safety of New- York, to prosecute the dis-
covery of the Lead-Mines at Ncw- Ca1Jafln;and that a copy
of a Report of Joseph Hopkins to the General Assembly of
Connecticnt, respecting this Mine, be sent to them.

" Extract from the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.

Ordered to be transmitted:
"JoHN HANCOCK,President."

The copy of the Report of Joseph Hopkins, referred to
in the abov~ Resolve, and enclosed, by President lJancock,
is as follows:

"To the Honourable the (Jeneral Assembly convened at
NEW-HAVEN,on the 14th DECEMBER,1775.:

"Whereas Captain Samuel FQrbes and the subscriber
wer~appointed by-your Honours, at your session in Octo-
ber last, a Committee to examine and explore a Lead-Mine
at New-Canaan, in th'e Province of New-York, and to're-
port, &c, ' _.' .

"I, the said subscriber, ask leave to report: That on the
7th of November last, on my journey to said-:New-Canaan,
I expected said Captam Forbes to join me; but he being ill,
and unable to.assist in said business, advised me to proceed;

.

with which advice I complied, and repaired to N~w- Canaan,
where I found the ~aid Mine, the 'Vein of ore in whichap-
pears, to be about fifty or sixty rods in. length, lying north
a.nd south, in a ledge of rockS or lime~stone, mixed with
white flint; at the south end of which the ground' falls abo~i

"twenty-six feet, below which the water can be drawn offby

,f
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fllevel; which vein I found h.ad been opened about one rod
in length and three or four feet deep; wl1ere I employed a
skilful miner to blast the rock, but found no continued ad-
herent vein, but found the ore in bodies in different shapes,
about three or four inches in diameter, lying about three or four
feet distant. The sa)d miner also opened the vein in several
places/where it had n<;Jtbefore been tried; and it appeared
to be in the same manner. I also smelted eight ounces of
said ore, and found, wben it was well refined; it weighed
five QunceS",~andwas very malleable and good. AU which
is submitted by your Honours' most obedient and very hum-
ble servant J H

'

,
"OSEPH OPKINS.

"N. B. The Mine aforesaid lies in a tract of land caUed
the King's District, where the fee has never been granted or
patented to any person, and the inhabitants claim to hold by
possession only; and I employed the Driner aforementioned,
witb others, to labour in said Mine seven days; about balf of
which time was spent in opening the vein, and by the other
half of the labour was raised one hundred weight of the
ore Yo urs as above,

J H
. .

" QSEPH OPKINS.

"A true copy: CHARLES THOMSON."

The Congress took into consideration the said Resolves
of CO!lgre~s of the 15th instant; and Colonel McDougall
informed the Congress tbat Major-Gen~ral Lee, in pursuance
of the Resolution of Congress for supplying large Ordnance
for the' service in Canada, requests the fonowing, Ordnance,
to wit: Two 24-pounders, six 18-pounders, four 32-pounders;
and that these Cannon may be forwarded to Canada with all
possible expedition: '

Ordered, That Colonel Niloll, Colonel Palmer, and Mr~
G. Livingston, be a Committee to forward those Cannon,
in such manner as they shall think most expeditious; that
the said Committee, or such of them as shall proceed with
those Cannon, be recommend«;Jd, and are hereby recom-
mended to the assistance of every Committee in this Colo-
ny for any assistance they may want; and the several Com-

, mittees within this Colony are hereby requested and directed
to furnish to those gentlemen, or either of them, who may
proceed with those Cannon, Teams of Horses and Oxen,
Carts, 'Wheels, and Carriages, and every other aid they
may reqUIre.

-

And the better to enable the gentlemen named aboye as
a Committee to carry the matters above-mentioned into exe-
cution :

"

.

. Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as
'Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this .Colony, ad-
vance to Colonel Franci$ Nicoll and Colonel Thomas Pal-
mer the sum of six hundred Pounds, on account, for that
servICe.

And on reading that part of the Resolutions of the Con-
tinental Congress of the 15th instant, respe.cting the Forti-
fications built, and to be built in the Highlands:

..

Re$olved and Ordered, That Thomas Palmer, Esq., be,
and he is hereby appointed an additional Commissioner to
superintend the bui]ding of the said Fortifications; that he
De furnished witli a copy of the said Resolutions, and apply
to General Lee for an Engineer to _assist' in that business;
and that he immediately repair with the said Engineer to
the Highlands. And it' is earnestly recommended to the
Committee to use their utmost endeavours to carry the Re-
solutions of the Continental Congress into immediate exe-
cution. '

The President, fi'om the chair, enjoined secrecy on all the
Members upon their honour, not to mention the sending any
Cannon or Stores to the Northward.

On reading the Resolutions for making Contracts for sup-
plying the Troops with the Rations allowed by Congress, and
Fuel, and Qther necessaries, on the most reasonable terms:

Ordered, That Colonel Lott and Major Stoutenburgh
be a Committee for that purpose. .

Colo~el MtDIJugall informed' the Congress that Major-
General Lee had found it I}ecessaryto retain a number of
CartniBJ).by the day, to attend every morning, and go to
work in onf) or more companies, as they shQuldbe direcied ;
and that they were retained at ten Shillings per day for
each Cartman, with his Horse and Cart, the Cartmen main'-
taining themselves 3J1dtheir Horses; whereby a considerable
<;xpensein 'cartage will be saved. That General Lee con~

-

, ~

ceives it would tend to forward busii1ess with much more
despatch, and to have more labour done in a given time, if
an industrious, watchful, and active Overseer or Wagon-
master was appointed to call the roll of those Cartmen at
proper hours, to see that they attend in due season, work
faithfully, and cart proper loads; . and that General Lee re-
quests that a proper person may be appointed to ihat qffice
by this Congress.

And Mr. John Targer being thQught a proper person for
this business:

Agreed and Ordered, That he be appoi~ted', and he is
hereby appointed, Overseer and Wagon master, for the pur-
poses above-mentioned, of all such Cartmen as are or shall
be so employed by Major-General Lee, or the commanding
Officer of the Continental Troops in this City for the time
being; and that such Cmtmenbe under his direction; and
that Mr. Targer return the names and conduct of any ~ch
as do not work faithfully and d<:>tpeir duty. .

, And Resolved,That Mr. John Targer shall have a Lieu-
tenant's pay while continued in. this service.

P. M. Die Jovis, February 22, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Prpsent: Brigadier-General Woodhull, Presiden.t.

FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Major Stoutenbllrgh" Mr. Smith, Mr.
Banc7cer, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Sands, Mr. Princ(;1Mr.
Van Zandt, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Van Cortlandt.

FoJt ALBANY.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Gansevoort, Co-
lonel Nu:oll,Mr. Abraham Yates:

'

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Wl)odhu1l,Mr. Strong, Mr. Wick-
ham, Mr. L' Hommedieu, Mr. Hobart.

.

FOR ULsTER.-,-Mr. Dewitt, Mr. Rhea, Colonel Palmer,
Mr. Lefever.

FOR ORA;'GE.-Colonel Allison, Mr. Herring. ,
FOR DCTCHEss.-lVfajor Livingston, Colonel Ten Broeck,

Mr. G. Livingston.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Covenhoven, Mr. VanBrunt.
FOR "\VESTCHESTER.-Major Lockwood, Mr. Paulding,

MI'. Thomas. ,
.

FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.. ,
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel PVilliams.

A Return made by Colonel Samuel Prake and Lieute-
nant-Colonel Lewis Graham, was read and filed, and is in
the words following, to wit :

,

"
Horne's Hook, February 22, 1776.

"SIR: Mr. Storm, who was appointed First Major in our
Regiment, has- resigned, and we beg leave to recommend
Mr. Samuel Lyon, who ,is now SeQoml Major, 'to be First
Major; and Mr. Ebenezer.Slason, t11eCaptain of the Firsi
Company, to be Second Major.

"If the Congress should think proper to grant the commis-
sions,we beg they may be issued as speedily as is convenient.

" Weare, sir, your very humble servants, ,

" SAMUJ,L DRAKE, Colonel.

"LEWIS GRAHAM,Lieutenant- Cownel.
.
"To Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, President of the Pro-

vincial Congress, New- York."
Ordered, That a Commission issue for Samuel Lyon, Esq.,

as First Major, and Ebenezer Slason as Second Major, in
Colonel Samuel Drake's Regiment. _

Messrs. Prince and Ray, from the Committee appointed
this morning to report on the Proposal of Anthony I:ost,
Captain of a Company, of Artificers, delivered in their Re-
port; which was read and filed, and is in the words follow-
ing, to wit:

Your Committee appointed to consider and report on the
Proposal made by the Captain of Artifieers, with respect to
the furnishing the Company with Tools, report" that they
are of opinion that the list of Tools exhibited by Mr. Post
is sufficient for two men at least; that it is there opinion
that)t will be a saving to the publick to allow the sum of
ten shillings per month for the use 9f their own Tools.

SAMUEL PRINCE,

.MATT{lEW RHEA.

. Tbe Congress agrees with their Committee in their said
Report. - , _

"

And OrdeT£.d, That the said Report stan.d confirnlCd..
The OrdiP of the Day being' again. read, the Congress

proceeded thereon. After some time spent, and some pro-
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gress therein, General Ten Broeck moved, and was. se-
conded, that as this Congress is !Jot properly infQl'med what
promotions have taken place in Canada, without which we
may greatly err and do injustice to, or neglect gentlemen of
cha.racter and merit who have served during the last cam-
paign,. that the further. consideration t.hereof be postponed
for the .present, and that a Letter be wi1tten to the Delegates
of this Colony at Continental Congress, and another Letter
to Genera~ &7/'uyler, requesting to know what gentlemen
are provided for.

.

Th~reupon, a draft of a Le-tter to the Delegates of this
Colony at the Continental Congress was read and approved,
and is in the words [ollowing, to wit:

In Provincial Cong~e.s, N ew- York, February 22, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: This Congress, earnestly solicitous to do
the strictest justice to those worthy gentlemen who so rea-
dily turned out in the service of their country tbe last cam-
paign, and being entirely uncertain what prolll0tions have
been made by the Continental Congress, or any acting under
their orders,' aI?ong the officers who servedjn the troops
raised by thi~ Colony, take the liberty to enclose to you the
rank-roll of opr four regiments, requesting that you, by the
first post, will inform us what promotions have been made,
that we may be in a capacity to nominate to the Con<rress
two. gentlemen for each Field-Officer of the four battalions
ordered to be raiseq by this Colony. You will easily per-
ceive that, unless..we are furnisheq with such account, we
may neglect some gentlemen whose services may b~ oC the
utmost importance to their country.

.

Weare, gentlemen, with the greatest esteem, your very
humble'servants. By order. .

To the New":York Delegates in Continental Congress.
A draft of a Letter to 1\fajor-qeneral &huykr was read

and approved, and is in the words following, to wit:

. In Provincial Congress,New-York, February 22, 1776.
SIR; W e ar~ ordered by' the Continental Congress to

provide for the officers who served, in Ganada the last cam-
paign; and understanding that some of those officers have
been provided for by that honourable body, we should take
it as a favour that you would ipform us who those persons
are, that we may be enabled to make a proper arrangement
of the officers to command the regiments we are to raise.

Weare sorry to inform you, in answer. to your letter of
the 15th instant, that we are unable to supply Colonel Van
Scltaick's Regiment with any arms, blankets, or clothing,
having by no means a sufficiency for the equipment of those
troops we are to raise. We highly approve of your appli-
catiOn t9 the Committ.ee of Albany for the nominat.ion of
officers for Colonel, Van Schaick's Regiment; at the same
time shall give you every assistanee in our power. We con-
cluded that there was a large number of arnlS lodged at Al-
bany, as but few of our soldiers have. brought back their
arms, many of which belonged to this city; and we expect-
ed to have them to put into the hands of the troops to be
J?iscd in this Colony, imd should be glad to know what is
become of those arms. .. .

.As soon as we can procure the necessary information of
the officers provided for in Canada, we shall nominate the
Field-Officers for the regirp.ents we raise, when the nomina-
tion of the young gentleman you mention will be taken
under consideration.

'Ve are, sir, with the greatest esteem, your very hum-
ble servants. By order.

To Major-General &huyler.

Ordered, That copies of th~se Letters, respectively, be
engrossed, and signed by the Presid!ft, and trGmsmitted.

A Return of the Officers of Captain Smith's Company,
in Colonel Vqn, Ness's Regiment, was read and filed, and is
in the words following, to wit:
.

"These are to certify that the following persons were
duly elected offic~rsin a Minute Company in Charlotte Pre-
cinct, Dutchess County, in Colonel Van Ness's Regiment,
viz: ]tIelancton Smith, Captain; Isaac Bloom, First Lieu-
tenant; William Mead, Second Lieutenant; and William
Tremper, Ensigtr.-

. .

" JACOBUS

.

' SWARTWOUT,

~

C
.
ttP T ommt ee-

" ETJ;R APPEN,. - men"~EUBEN HOPKI~S, ..
"February 22, 1776.'"

.

Ordered, That Commissions issue for ]tlelancton Smith,
as Captain; Isaac Bloom, First Lieutenant; William ]tIead,
Second Lieutenant; and William 'Ihmper, Ensign.

The Barrackmaster of this City, attending at the door,
was admitted. He ipformed the Congress that he has not
any covers for Straw Beds, having delivered out Straw.
Beds to all Troops indiscriminately, as they have arrived~

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius, as Commissary of the
Provineial Congress of this Colony, purchase immediately
as much Crocus, or any other coarse Cloth fit for covering-
Straw Bed$, as will make five hundred Beds; and that he
have the same made, or deliver the QIoth to the Barrack-
master, to have them made; 'and that the Barrackmaster
deliver out those Beds to the Troops of this Colony Qnly.

And Ordered, That the Barrackma~ter tak~ receipts for
those Beds, and all other Barrack stores delivered out by
him; and that he bring in to this Congress an account of
all the Barrack stores Or utensils which he .has purchased,
and of all stores which he has delivered out.

ALetter from Majo~-G~~eral Lee was read an,d fiJed,
and is in the words following, to wit:

.
"

New-York, February 22, ]776.

"SIR: As the carpenters must be constantly employed
in various works for the publick service, 1 take the liberty
to desire the Congress will furnish, or order to be furnished,
about three thousa,nd feet of boards, to construct a shed,
which may enable them to work in all kinds of weather.
A considerable quantity of oak timber is likewise requisite
for platforms and other works,-five hundred loads will not
be an oyer quantity. The regiments here from Connect~
can turn .ont many carpenters, who consent to work upon
much more reasonable terms than the artificers of the city.
It would, I imagine, be worth while to provide, if possible,
a sufficient number of tools.. When the present work is
done, these tools cannot be considered as an idle purchase;
they will always be useful.

"
I am, sir, yoUI' most obedient servant,

"CHARLES LEE.

"
To Colonel 1fToodhull, President of the Congre~."

"
. . ,

Ordered, That General Lee be informed that he may di-
rect his Engineer to furnish a bill of Scantling, of the Boards
and Timber mentioned in his said Letter, and that this Con-
gress' will direct the same to be procurE)d; and that the
COUl.mitteeof 'Var .wait on General Lee, and confer with
him on .the other part of his Letter, and report thereon to
this Congress to-morrow.

. .

Mr. Hobart informed the Congress that there are several
Soldiers, of the different corps, now here, who ought to be
put into an Rospita1. .

Ordered, that Dr. Treat be requested to take the trouble
to procure some proper place in the suburbs for their recep-
tion, and infornl this Congress, or some of the Members
thereQf. . .

Colonel Humphreys informed the Congress that the Mi-
n.ute-men. of his ReglmenJ in particular,. a,?d the greater.
part of those of the other Dutchess and Wtstchester Regi- .

ments,' inlisted in full confidence. that t,heirpay would be
fifty-three shillings and four pence per month-the Conti-
nental pay of last year; that though many of them were
lately inlisted, yet they knew not of the change of the Con-
tinental pay at the time of their inlistment; that tEey have,
since the publication of the present Continental establish.,.
ment, been. very uneasy ; anJi that if their pay is reduced
to forty shillings per month, many of them will return: from
the service.

Ordered...That Thomas Smith draw a Letter on that sub-
ject, statjn~r case to the Delegates of this Congress,
and request'1I'lgIhffmto procure the pay of last year's esta-
blishmentfor those Troops. .

A Letter from Colonel Samyel Drake, requesting' that Dr.
Benjamin Miler might be (Jxamined, and, if found properly
qualified, be appointed Surgeon to his Regiment, was read
and fil~d, and is in the words following, to wit:,

. "lJorne's lfooK, February 20, 1776.

" SIR: Dr. Benjamin ftfiller, at ofy request, has marched
and is now with my regiment as Surgeon,' He has already
taken care of some that are sick:. Would be much obliged
to the honourable COJlgress'to have him examined; and, if
[ound properly qualified, appointed Surgeon of my regi-
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ment. As Dr. Miller is acquainted with a considerable part
of the men under my comma,nd, I' suppose he would .be
more agreeable to the soldiers than most others.

H I am, sir, YOl1r.most humble servant,
"SAMUEL DRAKE, Colonel.

I' To' Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, President of the Provin-
cial. Congress, New- York."
Ordered, That the said Ber~iamin Miller be examined by

Dr. John Jones and Dr. Treat, and obtain from them such
'certificate of his qualifications as Surgeon to a Regiment, as
those gentlemen may on such examination find that he merits.

Mr. Robert Benson, one of the Secretaries, informed the
Congress tb~t,' by order of the Committee of Safety, he ha.d
attended the removing the Records from the Secretary's
Office, and had been obliged to employ ten Cartmen for
that purpose, who charged him four Shillings each for that
servIce..

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as
Treasurer of this Congress, pay to Mr. Robert Benson forty
Shillings, to pay the said Cartmen.

Die Veneris, A. M., February 23, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to aajournment.
.

Present: Brigadier-General WOQdhull,President.
FOR NEW-YORK.-Colonel McDougall, Colonel Lott, Mr.

Sands, Mr. Prince, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr.
Smith, Captain Rutgers, Mr. A. Rut!!ers, Mr. Scott.

FOR ALBANY :.aeneral Ten Broeck, J\lr. Gansevoort, Mr.
Yates, Colonel Nicoll.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Strong, Mr. Ho-
bart, Mr. L' Hommedieu, Captain Wickham.

FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer.
FOR WJ;sTCl!EsTER.-Major Lockwood, Mr. Thomas, Mr..

Paulding.
.'

.

FOR DUTcHEss.-=-Colonei Ten Broeck, Mr. G. Livingston,
Major R. G. Livingston.

FOR KTNG's._Mr: Covenhoven,'Mr. Van Brunt.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr.lt'Ioore.

.

.
F ORC HARLOTTE.-Colonel Williams.

"FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, Mr. Herring.
William Lowther, Esq., informed part of this Congress

that he has been informed that his Sloop and Cargo, in cus-
tody of Captain Parker, will probably be sent to Boston;
and that if he could be permitted to go down to the Phe-
nix, it might be of use to his interest. . .

Ordered, That Wi.lliam Lowther, Esq., be permitted to
go on board of his Majesty's Ship Phenix, and his own Ves-
sel, now under the, comm'and of Captain Parker.

To Mr. Elias Nixen,Port-Master. ..
Ordered, That Mr. Lispenard's Servant be pEmnitted to

go on board of the Governour's Ship; with five bags of Buck-
'wheat.

: To ¥r. Elias Nixen, Port~Master.
, Ordered, That Robert McIntosh, Master of the Schooner

Sally, be permitted to go on board of his Majesty's Ship
Asia.

To Mr. Elias Nixen, Port-Master.
Ordered, That William Kempe have permission to go on

board of Governour Tryon's Ship; to Cortlandt Skinner,
Esq., with a Letter, and a draft of it Chaiter for Newark
Academy.

To Mr. Elias Nixen, Port-Master.
Colonel McDougall recommended Mr. Alexander Ha-

milton for Captain of aCompany of Artillery; Mr. James
.f}Ioorefor Captain-Lieutenant; andilifkE,son, (who
W;lSin service lastye;ir,and who was latelmminted by

'. t.he Committee of Safety) for First Lieutenant;' ~

Ordered, That the appointment bf those Officers be taken
into consideration to-morrow morning.

A Certifi(;ate of the election of the Officers of a Minute
Company in Easthampton \vas-~i:ead. It thereby appear,s,
and is certitied, that Ezekiel Mulford was chosen Captain,,
.fohn Miller, First Lie~enant, and Nathaniel Himd, Second
Lieutenant, of tbe Company of Minute-men ill Easthamp-
ton, ill Suffolk Comity, in the Regiment whereof JO$iah
Smith, Esq., ~s Colonel. ,

'

.'

Ordered, That Commissions issue to those gentlemen.,
-

AI{d they were immediately issued accordingly.
.

A Lettet from Colonel Pet~r 'I'. Curtenius" Commissary
of this Congress, dated yesterday, was read and filed, and
is in the words following, to wit; ,

"
N ew-York, February 22, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN,:I have taken the liberty to enclose an
estimate of what articles are wanting to complete the four
battalions which .aren'ow raising for the defence of this
Province. If your Honours think proper to employ me in
the purchase Df them, should esteem ii a favour to receive
your orders early, that I may h,ave it in my power to get
them made in time. '

"I have let' the Barrackmast~rhave, since his appoint-"
ment, five hundred and seventy-four pounds, to purcbase
wood and other necessaries; and he tells me he will want
two or three hundred pounds more in it few days. :MustI
let him have it before he renders me an account? Y0111"
orders how I must ~ct, and .how often in the year he Inu:;t
render an account, will be agreeable to, gentlemen, your
most obedient servant,

, ,

"
p .

T C '

ETER . URTENTUS.
"To the New- York Provincia] Congress."

As short Accounts are most easily exa~ined, and pre~eIlt
trouble, .

.ordered, That the Barrackmaster deliver in his Accounts,
that they may be settled and examined before more money
is advanced; and that fi)r the future the, Barrackrnaster de-
liver in his Accouhtsweekly. '

The Estimate enclosed in the Letter'of ColonelCurt~;-
nius, of sundries wanted for four Battalions, to be raised in
the Province of New- York, was read.

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be referred to
the Committee of War.

Ordered, That' Mr. NOfwIJod, the Military Pro\rincial
Commissary, wait 011Colonel Waterbury, and receive from
him the Armslately taken from sundry disaffected persons
in Westchester County; that Mr. Norwoo.d have ;ill those
Arms particularly examined and described, and have ,hem
appraised by two persons who are proper judges of their
value, and a duplicate of SUell appraisement and descrip-
tion retumed to this Congress with all conv!:)nient speed.

.

The Congress were informed that Cornelius Atherton has
a part of the Arms he contracted for with 'Colonel.McDou-
gall and Mr. Curtenius, on behalf of this Congress, ready to
be proved, and that he cannot prove them for want of Gl\fI-
powder. ',',.

Ordered,That Colonel. . .. . . . deliveror cause to
be delivered to Cornelius Atherton, or for his use, one quar-
ter-cask of Gunpowder, fOf

. the proving of the sa~d Mus-
kets; the said Cornelim Atherton to discount, the price of
said Gunpowder out of the price of the said Arms.

Ezra L' Hommedieu, Esq., having occasion for the sum,
of three hundred and seventy Pounds, to, apply to pulilick
uses, at his risk, which have been men.tipned to Congress,

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livi1'!gston, Esq., as Trea-
surer of the Provincial Congress of this 'Colony, advance
to Ezra L' Hommedieu, Esq., the sum of three handred and
seventy Pounds, and take his note or obligation, payable
within six weeks, for the same. .

Die Veneris, 5ho. P. M., February 23, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-:General Woodhull, President.

FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Abraham Yates, Jun.,
Colonel Nicoll, (on busines,) General Ten Broeck.

'

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr.
L' Hommedieu, Mr..Wu:kham, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Strong.

FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmej",
(on business.)

FOR WESTCHESTER.-Major Lockwood, Mr. Thomas, Mr.
Paulding. '-

FOROllANGE.-Mr.'Ht;rring, Colonel Allison.' .
FOR DUTIJ.HEss:-Mr. G: Livingston, Major R. G. Li'-

'lJingsto'fl"Colonel Te~ Broeck. ,

FOR KING's.-Mr. CQverthovf;n,'Mr. Van Brunt. ,
FOR RTcHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR TRYON.-Mr. fttloore.'

"FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel Williams.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Major. William Williams.,-, '.
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salt Provisions, one cask of Bread, one barrel of Flour,
Qne quarter Qf fresh Beef, a few gallQns QfRum,and a
few pDunds Df CbQcolaty; and,

Ordered, That SmnuCl, Franklin be permitted to' gO'an
baard af his Majesty's Ship Phenix, to' speak with Captain
Parleer relative to the said Ship.

The' Deputies far the City and CQUl)ty af New- York
delivered in a List ar Arrangement af Officers for the Regi-
ment to' be raised in New- York; which was read and ap-
praved O'f. ,

,j,
"

A Letter from David Pye, Esq., Deputy Chail.JTIanQf
the CO'rl1mittee of Orange CauQty, to' the Cangress, and
twO' 'Letters from E. W Kiers-ane to' JesseWo()dhull,
Es-q., and the ather to' Thomas l...'Wnith,Esq.-were read.

They thereby state their difficulties arising fram the fal- -

10'wing matter, to' wit: That their Caunty Cammittee had
recommended afficers fi)r twp campanies, to' be raised O'n
the sallth side of the MO'untains, in Orange Caunty; that
each af thase afficers had been at expense in prepiuing far
the service, and engaging men far a campany; that anly Qne

"

cQmpany being allatted by CQngress to' be raised in that,
part Qf the County, each set af afficers claimed the prefe-
rence, and that, to' rid themselves af jealausies, and creating
divisians, they had returned the warrants, and submitted to'
Cangress to' ~letermine an9 fill up the warrants.

Cangress determined that the said warrants be filled up in
manner follawing, to' wit: Far Amos lIntchin,s, Captain.

An Accaunt af Bernard Rvmans, far ma~ey cla.imed by
him a's due to' him from this Cangress, was read.

A Resalve af Cantinental Cangress was read and filed,
and is in the wards follawing, to' wit: ,

'In Cong,.ess, February 13, 1776~

"Resolved,' That it be reca~mended to' the Canvention
af New- York to' pay Mr. B. Romans LIp to' the 9th day O'f ,
this rnonth. CHARLEs~THaMsoN, Secretary." ,

The cansideratian thereaf is deferred until B. Romans is
called in, and interrogated as to' the reasons af, his So'lang'
absence fram the Fartificatians at different times. ,

The Congress was iriformed by a Member that his Ex-
cellency the Gavernour has sent to the Mayor to request

D '
S bb 11

,
10 h A M F b 24 1"'76

his attendance.!e ,a a 0.", e ruary , ,.
0 d d TI I '

HT
'-' h M b ' d

T' '

, . r ere, lat lIS vv orSlllp t e ayar eperml1te to'
JIC Cangrc~s m:t pursuant tara9Jol1fllment..

gO'an baard his E;ccellency Gavernaur Tryon's Ship.
Present: BrIgadIer-General noodhull, PresIdent. 1\'1 L '

] T ,
' d: d I ' I ' C Id

F"
, N- , Y , M C' d 1\1 ~' h C' I ' I lI,r H r. ,~ wmme tel~ requeste t1at t,ns, angrBss wau

OR 'EW-, ORK.-c r. oan s, 1 r. omtt, a ape :J,c-
" d " I ." f h, bD ' ll 1\1 V. Z ,

d ]\1 E B ' k 1\1 R '

came to' a etermmatlan as to' t 1L proprIety a tl~e em argoOIl,Ua, r. an .",an t r
' anc er i r oose- I ' d P '

,

b I C " f T '
i:;),'

.", ' "
"

',. ,
'

, . aI an roVIslons y t Ie ammlttees a ,some awns IIIvelt, Captam Rntgers, Captam ,Denmng, Mr. Jlut!J;r,~.
Suffolk CauIlty; and Mr. L' Hommedieu propased andFOR ALBANy.-General TenJ3roecle, Mr. Abrahamlates, moved for an arder in tqe words fallawingwhich was'

Mr. GanSC1Joort,Calanel NIcoll. ,
"

d t ,'t, -' ." ,

F!)R SUFFaLI~.-=-General Wood~ijn, Mr. Hobart, Mr. reaTheoC;n~ress appraving of the Cammittees of ~uth-
L'Hommedleu Mr. Gel$ton. E ''''h d S '1. 1 T l ' d I ' I

.
d'

,
"

. ampton, ast ampton, an ne ter-.lsan, Iavmg al an
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. lIemus', Mr. Clowes, Calanel Allison.

embar<Taan Provisians in thase Tpwns till the,lst of Mardi
FOR ULsTER.,-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Calanel !,?lmer.

Ordered That it be recommended to' the Cammittee dfFaR DCTcHEss.-Calonel Ten Brotck, Mr. G. LWlnf'ston.
C' tfi

'lk C ' . I ' " '. ' d E'
,

,

F W
'

M Tit ,M' L' k d M o~ 0 aunt) ,at t 1I:)lrnext meetmg, to' contmue ~al "m-op l%.STCHESTER.-. r. vmas, ajar oc UJoo
"

,r. barga in thase Tawns, and in the several Tow!ls in Suffolk

' F '

,a

R
u ,mg.

1\ 1 Ad ' B k
County, in such manner as they shall direct, until the fur-o ,OR ICH)roND.-H' r. nan anc er.
I

-,
d f I ,' C d h h ' d' bT ,' 1\ 1 1\"

,r t ler or er a , t JlS angress; an t at t elr procee mgs e
FOR RYON.--lt" r. lr.LOQre '. d I

. C' .
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. transmltte to t ns angress WIt a convement spee .
OR U1HBERLAND.-" aJor 1'1'. I'l'lzams.

'
,

FaR CH,.\.RLOTTE.-Colanel J. William,~.
'

f?rder?d, Tha~ Calo~el Palmer he consIdered as pres?nt,
.,

'

0

"

whIle he IS attendmg wIth the Cannan, (to' the farwardmg. Samuel Franklln mf~rmed Cangress that the ShIp Sa~ly
whereafhe is appainted with Calan~1 Nicoll) and nO'lan<Ter.

ISto' be sent to Boston 111a few days, aqd requests permls-
'

, . .' _ <:>

sian from this Conrrress to send John Hastier in the said Ordered, That Calanel Nzcoll be cansldered as present
ship to' Boston, in order to' ~Iake applicatian to' the Admiral unt!1 he m,ay arrive at Albany~ and not after that time,
far her discharge, and, in the interim, to' take care of the untIl he &rflves here and takes hIs seat.

,

'

said ship. Mr. Franklin further requests that the said The Cangress took intO'cansideration the Resolves and
John lIastier may be permitted to take with him for his recammendatian af the hanaurable the Cantlnental Can-
subsistence; ane barrel of salt praVisions,one cask Qf bread, gress to' prasecute the discavery of the Lead-Mine at Ncw-
Qne barrel af flaur, ape quarter af fresh beef, a f()wgallans Canaan, in this Calony. They sent for Joltn McDonald,
of rum.ar spirits, and a few pounds of chacalate; and that the Miner, a,sa praper persan to'pursue such discavery; and
he, Mr., Franklin, be permitted to' go an baard of his Ma- he has undertaken and engaged in that service an the fal-
jesty's Ship Pheni.x to speak with Captain Parleer relative lawing terms and canditions, to' wit: To proceed to ,New-
'to the said Ship Sally. , . ,,' , Canaan with all possible despatch, and there examine intj)

Ordercd, That John Hastier be, and he is hereby, per- and prosecute the discavery af the said Lead-Mine; to' re-
mitted to' go' on baard of the Ship Sally, belonging to' Sa~ ceive for his pay and subsistence !wenfydallars per manth
muel Franklin, am) lately seized by Captain Parker; and, whi]ein that serYlce, he to' bear his Qwnexpense, and to be
further, that the said John Hastier be permitted to' go pas- furnished with necessary taals, &c., and for that purpase to
senger in the said Ship to Boston, and take with him, far have a letter to' the Cammittee of King's Distric~t, request-
his subsistence, the fallQwil1gstares, to' wit: On~, barrel of ing them to furnish him with iools.

"

'

,

'

FOURTH SE:RIES.-VOL. v. ' 20'"

, A Letter fram rVilliam,Leary~ Town-Major, on the sub-
ject af his great duty and small. means, was read and filed,
and is the wards fallawing, to ,\'it :

"New-York, February 23, 1776.

" SIR: As I have a lang time acted as Tawn-Majar, J
'naw must take the liberty, and beg you will inform the
Cangress, that it is out Qf my po\\'er to' sup part myself in
that character withaut some compensatian far it. I have
quitted an business for the office, and now suppart myself
Qn my means, which, God knaws, is very little. I must beg
yall will excuse this freedam which I have taken with yau.

"
I remain a well wisher to tIre present cause; and am

yaur very humble servant,
"WILLIAM LEARY, Town-Major.

"TO' the President of the Provincial Cangress."

As the Tawn-Major is an afficer af this City, and the
City Members are absent in a Committee, fixing an proper
persans to' recammend, far Officers in 'the battalion to' be
raised in this' City,

,

Ordered, That the,cansideratian thereof be deferred far
the present, and resumed when the Members for New- York
are present. ,

A Return af the Officers af a Campany af Minute-men"
in Southampton, in Suffolk Caunty, and signed by Thomas
Cooper and S. llalsey, the Chairman, and anather member
of the Cammittee, was 'real;! and filed. 1;'hey return that
the fallawing gentlemen wereunanimapsly chosen in their
presence, agreeably to' the Rules af Congress, to' wit:
Z.ephaniahRogers, Captain; Nathanie? Howell, Jun., First
LIeutenant; frlattlu;w Sayer, Secand LIeutenant.

'

Anather Return af Officers pf another Campany af Mi-
Ilute-men, in Southampton, signed hy frfaltZ,yGelston, Chair-
man, was read and filed. The Officers thereby retm'ned,
are, ,Va,vid Pierson, Captain; John Foster, Jun., First
Lieutenant; Abraham Rose, Second Lieutenant, and Ed-
ward Toppin,[!,',Ensign.

Ordered, That 'Cammissions issue for the above-named
gentlemen. .

And they were issued accardingly.

,
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The said John McDonald having occasion for a sroan
supply of cash to defray his expenses on his intended
Journey:

Thereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Peter V. B.Livingston,
Esq., as Treasurer of tlw Provincial Congress of this Colo-
ny, advance to John McDonald, the Miner, (who,in obe-
dience to a certi~ed copy of a recommendation of the Con-
tinental Congress to this Provincial Congress, dated the
15th instant, is sent to prosecute the discovery of the Lead":
Minel'at New- Canaan,) the sUlnof twelve DoBars, on ac-
count, apd take ,his receipt for tbe same.

A draft of a L({tter to tbe Committee of King's District,

~ tbe County of -,,!-lbany,w.as read and approved, and is
m the words foBowmg, to Wit:

.

In Provincial COl1gTess, New-York, February 24,1776.

GENTLEl\1EN: The Congress have appointed John Mc-
Donald to explore the Lead-Mine at New- Canaan, He is
toapply to you for any assistance he may- wanUo procure,
(tools and other necessaries for the purpose,) wl

.

lich they
desire you will furnish. He is allowed twenty dollars per
'mollth for hi~ pay and subsistence. You will please to in-
form llS what time he is employed in the service.

Weare, gentl~men, your very obedient servants. ,

By order.

To the Chairman and Members of the Committee 01 King's
District,A~bany County.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed
by the President, and transmitted by the said John It-IcDo-
nald; and that a certifieQ copy of the Report of J. Hop-
kins to the Continental Congress, and of their Resolve
thereon, be delivered by the Secretaries to the said John
ltlcDonald. l'

Die Lunre; to ho. A. M., Fcbr\lary 26,1716.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General WOQdhull, President.
FOR NEW-Y oRK.-Colonell)'lcDougall, Captain Rutgers,

Mr. Beekman, Mr. Sands, Mr. Denning, Mr. Smith,
Mr. Roosevelt.

FOR AL~ANy.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Gansevoort, Mr.
A. Yates, Colonel Nicoll, (oD,serVice.)

Fa!!. SUFJ;'OLK."'-Generai Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Ge/-
ston. " '

FOR KING's.-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Leffertse.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, l\-Jr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.)
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck, l\-~r. G. Livil1g-

ston, Major Schenck.
FOR CU1\Q!ERLAND.-(::olonel Willi(1m Williams.
FOI;l WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Ward. ,
FOR ORAJ:<GE.-ColonelAllis(Jn, Col. Hay, Mr. Herring.
FOR CHA'RLOTTE.-Colon,el John Williams. '
FOR TRyoN.,-Mr. Moore.

,.,

Mr. Hobart reported that Dr. Treat had informed him
that be has taken every measure to find some proper place
tor an Hospital; that he cannot discover any place that can
be obtained other than the tWQ following, to wit: Mr. De.-
lancey's House, in the Out Ward, and three Houses in and
near ]tlaiden~Lane, near Mr. TValton's Brewery.

The Congress are of opinion, unanimously, that the
place mentioned in ~Iaiden-Lane is very improper, and
will, by no means, an~wer the purpose; and that, from

, every inquiry they hav;e been able to make, or information
received, Mr. Delancey's House, in the Bowery, is the most
proper. But as the Congress would choose to haye the use
of the said House with' the consent of, and by agreement
with, John Delancey, the agent of the owner,

Ordered, That Mr. Denning and Mr. Abraham Yates be
a Committee to appJy to John Delancey for the use of the said
House, and rpakereport;thereol1with all convenient speed.

It was suggested to Congress that there may be great
danger in using the present' Hospital stores until they are
carefully Wa.'Jhed and cleansed; and as nO Superintendent
of an Hospital is yet appointed,

: Ordered, That Dr. Treat be re'quested, for the present,
to procure such proper persons as he may think fit to trust,
and give the necessary directions for washing such stores
as he may think necessary. '

Colonel McDougall'informed the Congress that some

w<?rks will be necessary to be erec,ted on some' ground on
the bank south)Vest of Trinity-Church. That three smal]
Houses there (one of them tenanted) will necessarily be
taken down; that it will be necessary to have this matter
kept secret, otherwise the erection of the wor~ may be
frustrated; and submitted to tht} Congress whether three
Members of this Congress, who are judges of buildings,
should not be directed to, view and estimate the value pf
those three Houses.--

>
~ ~ .

Ordered, That Mr. Roosevelt, Captain Rutge.rs, and
Mr. Beckman, be a Committee to view and examine the
said three HOJlses, and ascertain thelr value respectively,
and report thereon with all convenient speed.

And the Members were strictly charged from the Chair
to keep this matter with the greatest secrecy.

A Return from Colonel Jacobus Swartwout for Officer>
for a Company of Militia in Rombout Precinct, 'was read
and'filed. It thereby appears that the following Officers were
chosen, agreeable to the Rules of Congress, to wit: Evert J'

'Vyn7coop Swart, Captain; Robert Brett, First Liel1te-
napt; Isaac Van Wyck, Second Lieutenant; and Abraharn
Shultz, Ensign.

'

Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gent.lemen.
Colonel Swartwout also enclosed a List of Officers cho-

sen by their several Companies in his Regiment of MinJlte-
men, agreeable to "the Resolution of Congress, for whom 110
requested Commissions as soon as possible, to wit: For
John Dorlon, C

.

aptain; Henry, 'fVykoff Jirst Lieptenant;
Robert IIill, Second Lieutenant; and '1 'homas Ostrander,
Ensign.

In another Company: James TYeeks, Captain; HugA
Connor, First Lieutenant; James Cooper, Second Lieu!e-
nant; and Theodorus Brett, Ensign.'

,

In another Company: Comfort Luddin/iton, Captain;
EliJah Oakley, First Lielltenant; Jolm Bready, Second
Lieutenant; and Asa Berry, Ensign.

"

AU which Rewrns were dated this day.

Ordered, That Commissions issue forall those gentlemen,
agreeably to their respective Ranks returned.

.

Colonel Hay produced a Return of Officers for a Com-
pany of MimJte-men in the southern part of Orange Coun-
ty, sIgned by Johannes Is. Blauvelt, Chairman; whereby it
'appears 'that, on the 16th December, the foUowingnamed
gentlemen were elected Officers of that Company, to wir:
Benjamin Coe, Captairi; Abraham Onderdonc7c,First Lieu-
tenant; Paulus ~I. Vandervoort, Second Lit'utenant; and
Daniel Coe, Jun., Ensign; and that they were chosen with~
out opposition, in the presence of John Smith and RynilT ,

Quackenboss, two ~f the Committee, as Inspectors. .

Ordered, That G9mmissions issue for thpse gentlemen.

John Voorhies, of Brl!:nswick, who attended the Congress
at their reqUf)st, to be" exanlined, S,ays: That, on, Friday
morning, the 23d instant, he was eorning to New- York with
his Sloop Brnn,~wick, loaded with Bread and Flour, and
five firkins of Butter; that he was brought to by Captain
Vandeput, in the Ship Asia, who demand~d of him wbat

'his cargo consisted of; that Captain Vandeput ordered tIw
hatches of the Sleop to" be opened, and took out forty-two
tierces of Bread, five firkins of Butter, and thirty harrels of
Flour; for the payment whereof; he gave this ex~minaJlt
an order on Abraham .tott, Esq., and then put fourteen
or fifteen men on board the Sloop, and brought her along-
side of the Ship Dutchess of Gord(m; that, he was them
ordered by Governour Tryon to get his tackles ready; toat
Governour Tryon directed all the Flour tQ he taken out of
the Sloop and put on board of the Dutchess; that one hun-
dred and forty-nine barrels were taken out of the Sloop by
Governour Tryon's order and put on board of the Dutchess;
that tWo barrels of thE! finest Flour were set by for tlw
Ship's use, and the rest stowed in the hold; that Governour
Tryon asked for his Account; that he (this examinant)
asked nineteen shillings per hundred for his Flour, as he
had been informed that was the market price; that Govern-
our Tryon would pay him only eighteen shillings per hun-
dred, and offered to pay hi~ that price, or permit 4im'to go
to New-York and get a~c~rtlfi~ate that the price was higher;
that Governour Tr,yon paid hIm for only one hundred and
forty-seven barrels of Flour, though he kept aIi-account of ,

theweigp.ts a~d numbers, and is very confident that one



309 NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS~ FEBRUARY, 1776. 310,

J:1undred and forty~nine barrels were put on board. That (wooden ones preferable to, tin, if the disproportion of prices
Captain Vandqmt's Barge stopped the Vessel of Thompson is not too great;) 1$6 Canteens for Offi<;ers; 458 Camp,
from Brunswick; that they detained him some time, and :({ettles, (two-thirds of this 11umber ought to be Iron Pots;)
then sent him back again; that Captain Vand~pnt told him, 1,566 Cartouch Boxes, (1,122 bi?ing bought by Mr. Smith;)
seemingly in a low voice, and when he was alone, that he 1,566 Gun Slings ;2,008 Knapsacks; 2,752 Tomahawks;
might inform his countrymen that, if they ~ent up Provisions 32 Drums and Slings; 32 Drum Cases; 32 Fifes; 700
fit for shipping, he would stop it; but that he would not stop Bill-Hooks, in addition to the 300 in store, will probably be
loose or unpacked Provisions, such as Butter, Eggs, or sufficient; 12 Field-Officers' Tents, to hav~ walls, booths,
Pork in quarters, for the use of the City; but that he cOl,lld and flies complete; 32 Square or Horsemen'~ Tents, for
not let anything pass which was in barrels; that he (the Captains; 32 ditto for 64 Lieutenants; 16 ditto for ;32 En-
examinant) saw a considerable quantity of Beef and l\fut- signs; 4 Adjutants' Tents; 4 Quartermasters' Tents; <1-
ton, inquartc;rs and pieces, hanging between decks in the Chaplains' Tents; 4 Surgeons' Tents; 108 Tent Bags;
Ship Asia.' 10S Valices; 458 Soldiers' Tents, allowing 6 men to each

A Letter from ,Colonel Swartwout was read and filed, Tent; 2,688 Muskets Cbmplete. The Officers' Tents ought
and is in the words following, to wit: '

all to have flies. ,

"New-York, february 26,,1716, The foregoing Report, being read and considered, was
unanimously aD"recd to.. '

" GENTL"EMEN:Bc pleased to let me have six hundred Ordered, That the Secretaries prepare a copy of all of
and twenty-four pounds for the use of my regiment, in the artiCles in the said Report mentioned as necessary to be
order to enable them to provide tbemselves with blankets provided, aqd deliver the same to Colonel Ourtenius, the
a.qd other necessaries.

' C .
h ' d

.
'ommlssary, w O]S Irected to cause those articles to be

"JAcOBt1'S SWARTWODT,Colonel. provided with all possible despatch.
"To the Hon~ural?le Provincial Congress, New- York." Colonel WiJliam Tflilliams,one of the Deputies from Cum-

The Congress was inform~d by two of th" Dutchess berland <??~nty, de~vered in a ,List, C?rtifi~ate, and Retuni
County Members that Colonel Swartwout haa told them of the Mlhtm Officers of the F]rst Re(J"jrneritof Cumberland
that. four hundred Pounds will be sufficient for the present. County, £i'omthe rank of Major down~vard. 'The said Re-

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq" as Trea- t,-!rnis dated the 6th February, 1776, and'signed by Ben-
surer of the Prpvincial Congress of this Colony, advance to jami'fl1Carpenter; Chairman of the County Committee, and
Colonel Jacobus Swartwout, of Dutchess_County, the sum is in the .words f0110wing,to wit:
of four hundred Pounds, on account of the pay of his Re- .C ' S ~ '. -,

,

d I ' h T ' k h ' '{' I "
omjplttee of alety for the County of Cumberland, }glment; an t Jat t e reasurer ta 'e ISreceIpt lor t Ie same, .

"
Guilford,February 6, 1776,

on account ., ..
" '

." In compliance to your order to.us directed, dated Jamb-
_ A Let~er fro-m Robert Ogden, Cha~rman of the Comm~t- aI"!Ithe 4th, and good instruetions for order and peace, t()-

tee of Eh7a?ethtown, dated the, 22d IJls~ant, was read and gether with the regulations of the Militia, and by order of
filed, and IS III the words, follm:-mg, to Wit: this Committee,. we .here send you the list of al~ the, officers

"
ElIzabethtown,Febrvnry 22, 1776. that are returned at this time; and they are as follows, to

"
GENTLEMEN: I this moment received yours, dated' In wit: '

'"Congress, February 21, 1776,' and signed by the Presi- "At a legal meeting, the town of Guilford chose Mr.
dent. Had there been a necessity, I would immediately Stephen Shepardson Captain, David St01vel First Lieute-
have convened the Comriiittcc; to consid~r the requ:st?f nant, Ti~ot~y Root Second Lieutenant, and Dillington
your letter, The persons mentIoned now III durance III tlns Johnson EnsIgn.

"town were confined by Colonel Heard, notat our instance, "At a legal meeting, the town of Brattleborough chose
and without our knowledge. It is said Colonel Heard re- John Sergeant Captain, Oliver, Cook First Lieutenant, Ti-
ceived his a\lthority for so doing from yours, or thc Conti- mothy Church Second Lieutenant, and 'John Ale,wnder En-
nental Congress. Our Committee are also ignorant of the sign.
crimes of which these persons are accused, and for which" At a legal meeting, the town ~Putney chose Abijah
intprisonec1, Being convinced of the strict propriety of your ~Ioores Captain, Daniel Jewet FirstLie\ltenant, Ephraim
reglllatiQns respecting delinquents, this Committee have not Clay Second Lieutemint, and Ephraim Pierce Ensign.
been, nor will they- be, guilty of the least violation of them; " At a' legal meeting, the town of Pnlham chose Jon([.~:
and'therefore c.onclude with assuring the honourable Con- than Knight Captain, Josiah Boyden First Lieutenant, Da':'
vention tbat we ..mean not to concern ourselves with these niel Kartheen. Secon,d Lielltenant, and Shepherd Gates, En-
melI, or their conduct. sign. .

"I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your very. " At a legal meeting, the town of Westminster cho~eJohn
humble servant,

" R
"

0 C'1. ,
'

Avrell Captain, Jabez Deny First Lieutenant, Azariah
OBERT GDEN, nazrman. Wi

. h S ' d L ' d u~ lZ' C " k E '
, rzg t econ leutenant, an rn lOm roo, ns]gn.

" To t~e Honourable the Con[i1'essof New- York,"
" At a legal meeting, the tOWl1of lIalifax chose David

Ordcrrcd, That the consideratio'n thereof be deferred till Ric.h Captain, Benjamin Henry First Lieutenant, Robert
one or more :Members from Richmond County arrive.., Patterson, So.condLieutenant, and Edward Harris Ensign.

:(\Ir. Adrian Bancker produced a Certificate, dated the" And IS s]gned:, .
' :

30th of January last, and signed by 9hristian Jacobson". "BENJAMINCARPENTER,Chairman.
George Bame.~, John ,Poillon, Dav~d Latourette, lIcnry "To the Honourable the'Provincial Congress, and the dele-
Perine, Moses Depuy, and Pet~r ~Mersereau,of the Com- gated powers thereof." . ,'.

mit'tee o~ .Richmond County, where~y it appears th~t, at a The said Committee mention that the rest of the Towns
Copventlofi o~ the Free!lo1ders of sa.]d C~unty, for t?e pur- have not made returns to th~m,' and request that :Major T¥il-
P?se, o( choosmg Depu~les.to represent sald, County III ¥ro- liam Tflilliams may be entrusted with blank Commissions to
vlllclal Congr~ss,,-1dnanBanckef and Rtchard Lawren~e , fill up for officers in the scattered Towns in the wilderness.
were, ,by a ma.Jonty of v:otes,duly elected to r,epresent saId Ordered, That Commissions issue for th~se gentlemen,
CO'pnty, and to serve to the second Tuesday III ]tIay next, accordinD" to said Return "

,

with full powers to them, or anyone of them" to represent
A M '" . 1 f, T h

.
C

.
b

.
d h 0 4 ' h .

'd C" '" c '

. ,
h C

.
f S l'

emOrla 0 Josep rane, eanng ate t e
'"

t IIIsal oupty HI ,ongress, or Ill.t e omI)uttee 0 aJety.
t '

"
{' th h ' '.' h 1 ' d,

'. s ant, settmg, 101' IS services III t east campaIgn, an
The Committee of War, to whom was referred the EstJ- praying the care of an Artillery Company was read and

mate of Peter T. Olkrteniusof the ;23d ins!ant, delivered in filed. ~
'

tl1Cir'~ep~rt of the Articlesnecessary to .be p;ovided by ~he Ordered, That the consideration thereof he postponed
CommIssary for the !,roops to be raIsed III this Colony, v]z: until the appointment of Artillery Officers is resumed.

'2,432 Frocks for Pnvates; 128 Frocks for Sergeants; 128
"

'

Frocks for Corporals; 32 ]frocks/or Drummers; 3Q Frocks
for Fifers-:-2,7 52 Frocks to '.be purcha.sed, if to be had at
the' price limited by.Congress ; 2,752 Felt Hats; 2,752 pairs
of Yam Stockings; 2,752 pairs of Shoes; 2,752 Blan~ets,
if to, be had; 156 Blankets for Officers; 2,752 Canteens,

'"

Die Lun:B! 4 hI). P. M., February 26,1776.

The Congress met purstlant to adjournment.

.Present: Brigadier-General Woodhl~ll, Pr~ident. ' .
FOR NEW; YoRK.-Colonel ¥cDo:ugall, Mr. Vcm Zandt,
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Die Martis, 10 ho. A. M:, February 27, 1776.

'The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present:. Brigadier-General "ffoodhul', President.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.~olonel Lott, Mr. Denning, Mr. Sands,

Mr. Beekman, Mr. Prince, Mr. 'Pan Cortlandt,
.

Cap-

Mr. Sands, Mr. Denning, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Bcek- tain Rutgers, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Smith..
man, Mr. Roosevelt, Colonel Lott, 1\11'.Smith. Mr. Roosevelt, Colonel ]}IcDougdU. ,,'

FOR ALBANY.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Abralwm Yates, FOR ALBANy.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. A. Yates, Mr.
Mr. Gansevoort, Cololl.elNicoll (on service.) Gan,~cvoort,Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Gel- FOR ULSTER.-Mr., Rhw, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Pcdmer,
stQrt. , (on service.)

. '

FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck, Mr. G. Living- FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. 1Yard, Colonel Joseph Drake,
ston, Major R. G. Livingston. Dr. Graham.

. '
,

FOIl. ULSTER ,..Mr.Rhea, Mr. Lrfever, Colonel Palmer, FOR SUFF'oLK.-General TYoodlmll,Mr.llobatt, Mr. Gel-
(on service.) ston.

FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, Colono) Hay, Mr. Her- FOR DUTcHEss.-Coloncl Ten Broec7c,Major R. G. Li-
rinlY, Mr. Clowes. vingston, Mr. Schenck.

FOR ~VESTCHESTER.-Mr. Ward, Dr. Graltam. FOR ORANGE.-Mr. llerring, Colonel Hay, Colonel Alli-
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John TTi'illiam$: son, Mr. Clowes. _

'.FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel Tflilliam Williams. FOR KIN:G's.-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Leifertsl:.
FOR TRYON.-Mr. ]}foore. FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. A. Bancker.
FOR EICHI\IOND.-~fr. Ad1ian Bancker. FOR TRyoN.-Mr: ftfoore:
FOR 1{ING's.-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Leifertse. FOR CHARLOTTE.~Colonel John TTi'illiams.

The Congress were informed that General Lee is anxious A Letter from Joseph Robinson, of Jamaica, in Queen's'
to have a Store-house, or Magazine, for Military Stores, and County, dated Febmary 'Z1, 1776, was read and filed: He
that the service must soon'suffer if the Bridewell, o~ some declines mentioning the names of persons to be evidences
o,ther proper Magazine, is not obtained. , against the persons of th~~irCounty who were apprehended

Ordered, That Colonel ]}lcDougalZemploy proper work- by order, of the Continental Con,oTess,and have given in
men, procure necessary materials, and..bave proper. floors securities... Informs 'that almost ev~ry person in that Coun-
and shutters for the windows made, and that building fitted ty can be a witness, and that he wiII attend on summons.
for a Magazine, or Store-hollse.

'. A Letter from James Duane, Esq., oI)e of the Delegates
Mr. Pettit, the DoorKeeper, informed the Congress that, of this Colony at Congress, dated the 25th instant, was read

jn obedience to their order, he bad summoned Cltristopher and filed, and is in -the words followinrr,to wit: .

Duyckinck; that ~he said Christopher Duyckinc7c called,
"

Philadclp~ia,February 25, 1776.
,,:itnesses, and d.esired hi~n to tell the, Congress that he de- "GENTLEMEN: I have this nioment receiver! your favour
med the, authontr of this Congress; that he would not at- of the 'Z2d instant. The post did not get inti]] near seven
tend untIl Mr. Sands was expelled the House;, that J\-~r. o'clock in the evening, and will be despatched back so sOOn
Sands wa~ an usurper and a coward, and that he would not that I can have no opportunity, in the interim, of conferring
attend untIl he was brought by a file of musketeers.

.
with my brethren, and one of the sub.i-ect~is too important

Mr. llobartmoved, and w~ssec?nded,that a, L:tter be , to a,dmitof deIar; I therefore beg leave to give you my
wrote to General Lee, requestmg hIm to take Chnstopher sentIments upon It. Ifanythinrr further occurs on a consult-
Duyckinckintocustody., . . ation, it will be transmitted th~~next conveyance.

By cOnsent, the same waspostponcd tIll to-morrow" General Schuyler some time since proposed to Con~
morning. .

gress that our Second, or Albimy, Battalion slJOuld be re-
Mr. Smith, in pursuance of an Order of last Th.ursday cruited fa: the service Qf Canada, and recpmmendcd the

morning, brought in a draft of a Letter relating to the Pay former FIeld-Oilicers. Of this, Congress approved, and
of the Minute-men, which was read and approved; and is .twelve thous-and five hundred pounds were forwarded to yon
in the words following, to wit: ' for the deipatcI? of that business. ';rhe General, ,in a sub-

GENTLEMEN: The Continental Congress fomlerIy direct- seqt~ent letter, mfomwd CQngress that the money ~v.assent

e~ us to r~ise Minutefompan~es in this Colo?y, and esta- to hH~, nnd seems to be u.neasy that the cm:e o~ r~lsmg th.e

bhshecl theIr pay, when called into actual serVIce, to be the battalIon should be st~pClad~le~ to tl:e othel bl1ld~ns of Ius

same with the pay of the Continental Troops:. At the time eomma,nd.
~e l~entlOns hIs, mtentlons or applYJ?g to the

we were ordered to, form these Companies, the 'pay of a Comrmttee 0 Al ~ny for assIstance on that occasIOn; but

private was fifty-three shillings and four pence per month what rrogre~s has sll1ce been made WG,d~ ~ot lea,rn. I

and the men were raised on assurance that they were t~ ".The Con~Tess have a,ls? declared theIr mtentlon of pro-

receIve this pay; and although some of the privates .have m6tmg Captam Henry ~1V1ngs~on, (\\ho came express from

been inlisted siDce the 19th of Jannary, when the new es- General ]}Iontgomery vdtb th: news of tl~e surrender, of

tablishm.ent was' formed which reduced the pay to forty
]}[ontreal,) when a? 01?portul1lty should offer; but notIllng

shillings per month, yet the officers, not kno)Ving of this ha:'yet beef ~oneln Ills. favour. . ,
reduction, inlisted their p)'jvates on assurance that they were . ~ r~so lItlon has. sl~ee pa;;sed for ra~smg four batta-
to receive the pay of the old establishment. These Com- . hons J~ J,\ew- York 40r ItS.nnmedmte protectIon a?d defence"

panies are now called into actual ser\'ice, and are in this of winch you, haverecen:ed a copy. It was followed by

city. They express great uneasiness at being reduced to another, t\lat, m~he appol!1tment of, these officers, SLlC~1a~

the pay of forty shillings per month, when they were pro- beh,aved well dunn~ the l~st c~mpalgn sho~ld be provided

mised fifty-three shillings and four pence.. We are appre- f~r,.~ copy of whIch h~s,hkewlsebeen forwarded for Y9ur
hensive that the service will suffer by this uneasiness ;' and direction!.

. " (".' ~..
_

as it is not in our power to remove the difficulty, we should. "As A ew- york was thought t.obe !n a cntJca! state, and no
be glad to take the sense of the Continental Congress, apd recomnlendatlon had appeared Iron: our ~ommlt~ee of Safety

beg you would transmit it to us as S0011as possible, It may of th.8 officers for ,the fou~ battalIons, It occasIOned much

be proper to inform you that tbe officers arp content with the surpnse aJ~d uneasmess, a~d the only apology I was able

pay provided by the first establishment diough less than the t? make, VI~., t?~ expect~tlo

.

n ~f a m

.

ee!mg .of the CODven-

last establishment. - - tlon, and the utlhty.ofthClra?vlce, (whIch, m~eed, depend-

We ~re, sirs, your very humble serva'nt~. ' ed on ~y own cO~.Jecture,) d!d not prove satls£'lc!ory. It

Border.' was saldt~at, whIle e~erythmg was done for New- York
-

y

"
at the publIck expense that cquld be wished or asked, they

To the New- YQrk Delegates In Contmental Congress. neglected their own defence, &c. This produced a resolu-
Ordered, That a'copy thereof be engrossed, and signed tion that an inquiry sho~ld be made into your progress with

by the President, and transmitted. respect to those b~ttahons. Thesecircumstanc~s, (if"my
memory has notJmled,) are all that havel1appened on this
subject, and which wiU suffice t9 convince you that there
is .no obstruction in the way of Y~JUr'nominating 'the 'Field-
Officers, agreeable to tbe recommendation of Congress.
You will doubtless see the propriety of despatch, both on
account of your security and your reputation-both of which
no man can have more sinc~rely at heart than myself.
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"
.Apprehensive that you might be distressed to maintain

the Army now in Otlr capital, f1:om the lowness of your
finances, we thought ft advisable to obtain a warrant in your
favourJor thirty-five thousand dollars; which Mr. Lewis re-
ceived, and will deliver you.

"I should do great injustice. to Congress, if I did not
assure you that they are disppsed to do everything which

o can be reasonably required for your protection. .
, "I have the honour to be, wit,h the greatest regard, gen-
tlemen, your most obedient and very humble servant,,

"JA~IES DUANE.

" To the Honourable the Convention of New-York';'o
A Letter fro~ Major-General Lee, dated this clay, re-

o questing ,Money, was read and file~, and is in the words
following,

0

to wit:
0

'

"New-Y 9rk, Fehruary 27, 1776.

"SIR: As we have here no Continental Paymaster, I am
under theJlecessity of addressing myself to the Provincial
Congress to assist me in this article.' I have a considerable

. party to be subsisted, and are now to be furnished with ne-
cessaries; two thousand dollars at kast are requisite. You
will much oblige me, therefore, sir, in endcavouring to pro-
cure this sum. 1f you could make it twenty-five hundred
dollars, it would be more convenient to, sir, your most obe-
dient, "CHARLES LEE.

o

" To Colonel Wood/wit, President of the Provincial Con-
gress, J.Vew-York." iIi'

The Congr,;ss- agreed to give Major-General Lee an 01'-
'del' on the Treasurer for twenty-five hundred Dollars. And
an order for that purpose was drawn and approved of, in the
words following, to wit:

Major-General Lee, by his Letter of this day, having re-.
quested of this Congress to advance him the sum of tWe'nty:-

,five hundred Dollars for the subsistence of his party:
Thereupon, Ordf}~ed, That Peter Van B. LivinO'ston,

Esquire, as Treasurer of this Congress, ad,vance to Major-
General Lee twenty-five hundred Dollars, on Continental
account.

'

,

' '

A draft or' a Letter tQ Major-General Lee was read and
approved of, and is in the words, following, to wit:

SIR: Your lett!:'r of this morning was received and read.
,The requisition therein containt~ was im)11ediatcly taken
into consideration, and the Congress, ever ready to do all in
their.power to promote the publick servi~e, agreed to ad-
vance you twenty.five hundred dollars. An order on our
Treasurer for that sum, I have the honour to enclose YOtf.

"Ve~rc, most respectfully, sir, your very humble servants.
, By order.

To Major-Oeneral Lee. 0

Lieutenant-Colonel Ritzema, uy request, attended the
Congress. Being asked what has been don~ by Congress re-
lative to the t\'/o Jlegiments Qrdered to be formed out Qf the
Troops in Canada, Mr. Ritzema says, that there are about
mnl' hundred IIlen in Canada; that they are the remnants of

'all corps which have beep. there, and cannot usefufIy be
formed into one Qr tWQ Regiments; 'that the Congress
have surpersededthcir former order to form two battalions
out of those Troops; that l\ir. Walker has informed him
that GenCl-al n'OQster had attempted to carry the Drder into
execution, and has failed; that he looks upon the of/ker:;
in Canada as unprovided for, and that they look upon them-
selves so ; that a Committee of the Continental Congress told
him that the officers were to be provided for in the new
levies in their respective Colonies from \vhence they pro-
ceeded in the service; that on the 15th November, Gene-
ral ~Montgomery new-aiTanged the Army, and Mr. Ritzema
read a copy of the General's declaration to the Troops, and
thc terms, of new inlistments; that .the General by parole
appointe~ the Field-Ofl!ce!s. That there remains in the
whole about fifteen, hundred stand of arms-about five
hundred beI~nged to' this Colony; ,that about one hundred
and fifty he leli in, three boxes in, his rooms in Jtlontrca.l;
that the New-England Troops c'arried off with them about
fifteenhuildred muskets, taken at St. John's; and that Co-
lonel Warner's party carried off all their arms. Lientenant-
Colonel Ritzema then gave a particular account of all the
pfficers from this CQlony now in Canada:

"

Mr. Sands informed Congress that Mr..John Murray had
a Sloop, with Pig-Mettle, seized by Captain. Vandeput, and

reque-stspermission to go on b~ard of the Ship Du[che.~so.f
Gordon and the Ship Asia, to endeavour toregain his pro-
perty.

Ordered, That Mr. John !I{.urraybe permittcd to go on
hoard of the Dutchess of Gardon and his lVIajesty's Ship
Asia. '

To Mr. Elias Nixen, Port-Master.
Mr. Nicholas 1..0.10requests a permit to ship Flaxseed

and Lumber on hoard of the Ship Polly, Captain Thomas
Kennedy Master, to be exported to Cork, in Ireland, in re-
turns for stores imported.

Ordered, That Mr.. Law be pern1itted to load Flaxseed,
Md Lumber OlJboard of the Sbip Po.lly, Captain Thomas
Kennedy Master, to the amount of ~ight hundred and ninety-
six Pounds nine Pence.

Die Lunro, 4 ho. P. M., February 27, 1776.

'I'll<' Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General Woo.dhull, President, (say

Ten Broeck.)
FOR NE,v~YoRK.~Colonel Lott, Mr. Prince, Mr. Beek-

man, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Roo.sevelt, Captain Denning,
Mr. Van Zandt. ' '

,

FOR ALUANy.-General Ten Broeck, Colonel Nico.ll, Mr.'
A. Yates, Mr. Gansevo.ort.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woo.dhull,Mr. Hobart, Mr. GCl-
ston.

FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, Mr. Herring, Colonel Alli~
san, Mr. Clowes. .

FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Dewitt, Mr. Lefever, Colonel ,Palmer,
(on duty.)

", ,

FOR DUTcH:Ess.-Colonel P. Ten Bro.eck, Mr.' Schenck.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. TfTard, Colonel Joseph Drake,

Doctor Graham.
FOR KING's.-Mr. LtdJertse, Mr. Vanderbilt.

.

FORRICmwND.~Mr. Adrian Bancker. '.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. ]}[oore.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John Tllilliams.
FOR CmmERLAND.-Colonel T¥illiam Willic17ltS.'

Mr. Roosevelt., from the Committ()e appointed to report
a plan' for the emission of fifty-five thousand Poullds, in
Provincial. Paper Bills of different denominations, of Dollars'
and Sbilliligs, delivered in the R,iport of the said Commit-
tee; which was read, and orden~ to remain for further con-
sideration. '

Jabez Fredfricks and Jdco'6 Andrews, inhabitants of
jl1assachusetts-Bay, being at the do~f', sent in Certificates' of
Colonel llowe and Colonel P. Henry, that they have been
taken prisoners by Lord Dunmore and escaped, and recom-
mending them for assistance to returri to their places of
abode. They also sent in a Pass from Major-General Lee;
and requested assistance., '0 "

Ordered, That Peter Van B. livingston, Esq., as Trea-
Sl1rer of this Congress, pay to Jabcz Fredericks and Jacob
Andrews, inhabitants or Massachusetts-Bay, who have been
taken prisoners hy Lord Dunmore, and made their escape;
the sum' of forty ShilIipgs, to assist them on their journey to
their respective places of abode.

Captain Ru.tgers informed the Congress that Christopher
Duyckinck is at the door, and desires admittance.

Ordered, That he be admitted.
Christo.pher Duyckinclc admitted, says, that with reluc-

tance be disobeyed the summons of this Congress yesterday'
evening;' and repeated a long account of the controversy
bet\vein Mr. Sands and himself. Chri~topher Duyckinck
was desired to withdraw.

The Congress took the case of the insult offered to this
Congress into consideration, and came to a determination in
the words following, to Wit:

'

This Congress is of opinion that Christopher Duyckinck
is guilty ofa contempt of this Congress, in the message he
sent by their Doorkeeper, for 'which he ought, to ask tl,le
pardon of this Congress, and recei"e a repriIWandfrom the
Chair. And although this Congress, would not interfere in
the trial of private proI?erty, or in de,manding satisfaction for
a private injury, yet they are or opinion that the said Chris-
topher Duyckinck has acted very wrong in taking and de-
tainirig from Mr. Sands his watch; and do r~comll1enll it
to him to return the same to him withQ!,ltdelay.
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Christopher D'Uyckinck being called in, tIre first part of
tbe opinion of Congress was read to him; and he asked
pardon of tbe Congress for the contempt of which he wa~r
gQi1ty. .

The second part of the opinion and recommendation were
then read to the said Christopher Duyckl~nck; whereupon
he requested a copy of the entry. A copy whereof was cer-
tified and delivered to him.

The C:ongress then proceeded to consider of, and deter-
roine on proper persons to be recommended to the C~mtinen-
tal Congress for Field-Officers of the fom: Regiments now
raising in this Colony, agreeable to She Resolutions of the
Continental Congress; and after some time spent, and pro-
gress made therein, the further consideration thereof is post-
poned till to-morrow.

Die Mercurii, 10 ho. A. M., February 28, 1776.

~The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General TYoodhull, President.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.~Colonel McDougall, Colonel Lott, Mr.

Beekman, Mr. Prince, Captain Rutgers, Mr. R,oosevelt,

>

Captain Dennin!{., Mr., Smith, 1\11'.A. Rutgers, Mr. Van
Cortlandt, Mr. "ran Zandt.

FOR ALBANY.-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel Ni-
coll, (on service,) General Ten Broeck.

FOR SUFFoLK.-G-eneral Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Gel-
ston.

FOR ORANGE.-,-Mr.Clowes, Mr. Herring, Colonel Alli-
son, Colonelllay.

FO~,lksTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,
(on service.)

FOR DUTcHEss.-Qolonel Ten Broeck, Major R. G.Li-
vingston, Major &henck.

FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Ward, Colonel Joseph Drak~,
Doctor Graham, Lieutenant-Colonel L. Graham.

FOR Kuw's.-::-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Le.fJertse.
FOR RICmmND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. itloore.
FOR CIJARLOTTE.-Colonel John Williams.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-ColonelWilliam tVilliums.

~
,

- - -

, ,

A Letter from James Lent, Chairman of the Orungetown
Committee, was read and filed. He thereby returns Abra-
ham David Blauvelt, Second Major of the Orange town
Regiment of Militia; and requesting a blank CQn'lmission
for an Ensign to~be cho;3enin Johannes Jacobus Blauvelt's
Company.

Ordered, That the Commission issue for the said Abra-
hamDavid Blauvelt as Major; and that the blank Commis-,

sion for in Ensign be sent.

Colonel Jo-seph Drake infonned Congress tbat Stephen
Sneden, who was chosen Captain or a Company of Militia
in East- Chester District, had refused to accept the Com-
mission, by which means -new Commissions were necessary
for the whole Company; and requested that blank Com-,
missions may be sent for that purpose. The Congress
agrees to his reqliest.

And Ordered, That blank Commissions be delivered to
Colonel Drake for that Company.

~,

,

A Letter from Robert Hempstead, Chainnan of the Com-
mittee at Southold, in Suffolk County, dated the 23d in-
stant, WaS read and filed. They thereby return certain
persons elc"etedofficers; but the Return, being not properly
fonnal :

Ordered, That four blank Commissions for the purpose
be endosed to the Chaimmn.

'
.

A Reference fi"(}mthe Committee of the City of New-
York was read and fired, and is iil the word~ follo\ving, to
wit:

"Com!Ilitte~-ChalI\ber, Ne}V-Y"ork, F~bruary 27,1776.

" The sub-Committee, appointed by the General Commit-
tee to make inquiry what quantity of salt remained in this
city, reported that there are twenty thousand seven hundred

, bushels for sale.

"
Qrdered, That the propriety of retaining a sufficient

quantity in this City and Pr~ovince for the use of its inhabi-
tants,' be immediately referred to the consideration of the
Provincial Congress.. . -1

"By order of the Commitiee; ~

,-

.
"JoHN BROO~1E,Deputy Chairman."

Ordered, That the said Reference be reserved for fur-
ther consideration.

, . . .

Ordered, That Mr. "White, byhis agent, be pennitted to
supply his Majesty's Ship Phenix with eight hundred and
fifty pounds of fresh Beef, and some Turnips; and his 1\1\1-
jesty's Ship Asia with thirteen hundf(~d pounds of fresh
Beef, and Greens, and some ~Candles; also, one barrel of
corned Beef for~his Excellency Governour Tryon.

The Members for King's County informed the Congress
that the Inhabitants of Brooklyn are desirous' to know
whether they shall have any recompense for the trouble of
having Soldiers placed in their Houses.

The Congress is of opinion that some allowance oughi to
.

be made to those Inhabitants.
'And Ordered, That the :Members from King's County

be a Committee to inquire into ihe circumstances of the
quartering those Troops ; ,the trbuble to the Inhabitants;
and what rewards will be adequate and sufficientij and re-
port with all convenient speed.

Mr. Yates and Mr. Dcnninl(, the Committee appointed
to apply to, and treat with, John' Delance~ for the use of
the House of James Delancey for an Hospital, infonned the
Congress that Mr. John Delancey is attending at the door,
and requests to be heard. Mr. John Delancey was adinit-
ted and heard. He was informed that Congress intended
to make compensationior the House he occopies, if neces-
sity cause it to be taken for an Hospital;~ that he shall have
the earliest information when that necessity is known; and
that, if an,.othe1'House suitable for that purpose can be ob-
tained, that House will probably be spared.

Mr. Delancey withdrew.
Ordered, That Mr. Yates and Mr. Denning b6 a Com-

mittee to inquire for) and examine and procure, one or more
~

proper House or Houses for an Hospital, and to treat with
the Owners or Inhabitants thereof, and agree for the same.

The' Congress then proceeded to maRe further progress
in nominating proper -persons to be recommended to the
Continental Congress as Field-Officers for the Regiments
raising in this Coloi1Y; and finished their arrangement there-
of; which, will be inserted in the Minutes of this afternoon;
and General Ten Broeck and' Mr. Thomas Smith are ap-
pointed a Committee, to prepare an.d Teport a draft of a
Letter to the Continental Congress, arid anot/wf to the De-
legates of this Cdlony, to accC!mpany the sad:.e. ..

~ .
4 hQ. P. AI., Di~ Mercurii, February 28', J776.

The Congress met pursua,I1t to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, Pre;ident.
FOR. NEW-Y oRK.-Colonel ]}[cDougall, Mr. Roosevelt,

:Mr. Prince, 1\I:r. Rutgers, Colonel Lott, Mr. Heckman,
1\11'.Smith, Captain' Ruta-ers.

FOIL ALBANY.-General %n Broeek, Mr. Abraham Yates,
1\11'.Gansevoort, Colonel Nicoll, (on duty.)

, .
FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Colonel Joseph Drake, Mr. Ward,

ColonelL. . Graham,Dr. Graham..
Fon ULSTER--Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.)
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. L~ffertse.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, Colonel Hay.
FOR RICHMoND.-1\Ir. Adrian Bancker.

~

~

FOR CHARLoTTE.-Colonel John Williams.
FOR CUlUBERLAND.-Colonel William. Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. IJ1loore:

The Officers proposed fOrArtillery Companies in this Co-
lony having, by direction from this Congress, been desired
to attend and be examined by Captain Smitlt, the Engineer~
Colono! ]}IcDougall delivered in a Certificate, which WaS
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit:

- ,
"February 26, j 776.

-" Agreeable to desire of Colonel JJlcDougall, we have
examined Mr. James Moore, and think him fit for 'a Captain-
Lieutenant of Artillery. . ~,

" WILL lAM S~nTH, Chief Engineer;

"S. BADLAM,Captain of Artillery."
The said Certificate being saiisf~ctoryto ihis'Congress:
Ordered, That Mr. James :Moore be appointed, 'and he
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is hereby appointed, Captain-Lieutenaht of a Company of
Artillery in this Colony. .

.

Colonel. Samuel Drake, of the Minute Regiment from
the County of Westchester, attending at the door, was ad-
mitted. He informed the Congress that four months, the
time for which many of his men had inlisted, was fully ex-
pired, and that they demanded their pay; that, if he is ena-
bled to pay them, many of them may probably inlist anew.
As Colonel Drake has not a Muster-Roll of his Regiment
with him, the Cpngress agreed to advance him three hun-
dred Pounds, on account.

Thereupon Ordered, That Peter V.B. Liviligston, Esq.,
as.Treasurer of the ProvipciaI.Congress of this Colony, ad-
vance lo Colonel Samuel Drake the sum of three hundred
Pounds, on account of the pay of his Regiment of Minute-
men, and take Colonel Drake's receipt for the same. .

Colonel Lott informed the Congress that, by order of the
Committee of Safety,he had purchased a large quantity of
Bread; that the. Bakers of whom he purchasc~l desire that
it :may be removed; and that he is in advance for the pur-
chase of said Bread; and requestqd some money on account.

Ordered, That Colonel Loti procure a Store, and have
the said Bread stored therein; and the Congress approves

. of the Stores of Mr. V. Ranst, on Cowfoot-llill, for that
purpose. .

And Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as
Tl:easurer of this Congrcss, advance to Colonel A. Dott
the sum of five hundred Pounds, on account, ih part of the
price of the Bread purchased by order of the Committee of
Safety, and take a receipt tOr the same.

MI:. Smith, according to order, reported a draft of a Let-
ter to the Continental Congress, to covel; the list of gen-
tlemen. rt'!commended for Field-Officers of the four Battalions
raising in this Colony; which was f(~ad and approved, and
is jo. the words following, tow-it:

In Provincial Congress, N cw-Y ork, February 28, 1776.

SIR: In obedience to the resolution of Congress, we ha ve
now the honour to transmit a list of gentlemen nominated
by us as. Field~Officers for the four battalions ordered to be
raised for the defence of this Colony.

In this nomination we have endeavour~d to pay duy
attention to the merits of those officers who served in the
last canipaign, and are willing to continue in the service.
To these we have addecJa number of gentlemen who now
tender their setvices to Uleir country. As ~oonas the Field-
Officers are fixed by Congress, we beg their commissions
may be forwarded. The other officers are appointed, and
are recruiting in different parts of this Colony.

It may not be improper to mention that some of the Cap-
tainsand subalterns who served in our regiments Jast year
are now in. Cana.da. Those gentler~en ~e have not been
able to provide for in the four battIJ.lions now raising, as we.
were uncertaip when. they would return, or whetlwr they
were not provided for in the Canada Regiments. W e w~re
apprehensive, if we provided. for them in our battalions, it
might impede the raising th,etroops,and thereby injure the
service. In justice to th(IJse gentlemen, we thought it our
duty to mention this, and to enc!osc a list of their naIIles;
al1d dou,bt not but that. their services will beduly considered
by Congress, f.!nd that proper provision will be made for
them, if they arc not already provided for.

W e.hiLVe'the honour to be, sir, your most obedient ser-
vants. By order.

.

To the Honourable john Hancock, Esq~, .Pr.esident of the
Continental 90ngress.

. The gentlemen nominated out of which to elect Field-
Officers for the four Regiments to be raised for the defence
of this Colony,l1re those that follow, viz:..

For Colone1s.-Alexander McDougall, James Clinton,
Rudol:ph"usRitzema, Peter Yates, Corneli'lfSD. Wynkoop,
Philip Cortlandt; John Lasher, Seth Warner.

For Lieutel}ao.t-Colonels :Herman Zcdtwitz, Peter
Ganse'voort, Jun., IJarnabas Tuthill, Henry G. living-
ston, Peter p. Schuyler, J()hn Hathorn, Egbert Dumont,
Governeur Morris.-.

For .'MajorS.-Frederick vdn l¥eisenfek, 'Joh;" Fisher,
Daniel GrifJjn, Henry B. Livingston, Marinus Willett,

.Co.rrielius t/ an Dyck, John Nit;okon, Joseph Benedict,
A draft of it Letter to the Delegates .of this Colony, on

the subject of the appointment of Officers, was read and ap-
proved, and is in the words following, to wit:

.

In Provincial Congress, New-York, February 28,1776.

GENTLEl\IEN: We have, by this conveyance, transmitted
to Congress a list of the Field-Officers nominated by us for
the four battaliQns intended to be raised in t~is Colony; and
in order to show that we have paid a proper attention to
those gentlemen who served in the last campaign, we have
enclosed a state of the former regiments raised in this Colo,:"
ny, that you may produce it in case it should be called for
by the Continental Congress.

.

We are, with esteem, gentlemen, yours, &c., &c..
By order.

To the New- York Delegates in Contipental Congress.
Ordered, That copies of the said two Letters be engross-

ed, and signed by the President, and transmitted.'*'
A Letter from Major-General Sehuyler, dated the 21st

instant, requesting Arms, Clothirlg, Blar~kets, Pitch, Tur-
pentine, and Oakum, was read and filed, and is in the words'
following, to wit:

"
Albany, February 21, 1776.

" SIR: Mr. lJlcKesson's letter, by your order,- enclosing
the resolutions of Congress of the 5th instant, I yesterday
received.

..A Letter was also writteq to Mr. l)uane, one of the Delegates, it}.
answer to the fifth paragraph of his Letter to the Provincial Congress,
dated Febl'llary 25:-

IN PnovrxcTAL CONGnESs', New-:rork... February 28, 1716.
SIR: ShouJd anything that follows enable you to answer any matters

objected \{) the care or conduct of. the present Representatives of thi.«
Colony, it will apologise for my giving the trouble of this narrative.

On the 15th of.Janlla,-y, the resolutions of Congress, that .the troop~
in Canada should he formed into a rcgiment,."nd 'to 'raise a regiment fol'
the service in Canada, with the gentleinen of .,Ubany for Field.Officel'8,
eame to hand. On the next day a copy was fQrwarded to Gener~t
Schllyle,-. Some time after, the Committee of Safety were informed thai:
General Schuylel' had a prior copy of ,that resolve, and had issued wat-
rants. Sundry resolutions of Congress, passed at different times, from the
8th to .the 20th of .January, inclusive, among whicl) is the direcuQn for
raising four regiment.,-came to hand .on the 23d, in the evening; and
copies were ih:.t night prepared, ana next morning despatchc(] to General
Sdwylel'. The C,,)TImiHee of Safety, few in number, could not t1x on
proper persons for officers in ead; County, nor determine the numbers
the respective Counties would I'robahly raise, and was uncertain. To
wai.t the meeting of the COl1Vention, would cauee great delay. Therefore,
as fast as they coula be preparea, letters were despatchea to the County'
Committees, airecting them, with the advice of the County Deputie.s;
where it could be obtained, to recommend proper officers, and report the
number of men who could he raisea for the service in their respective
.Counties; and on the .27th the terms of pay, &c., instructions fUTinlisl'
ing, and warrants for the officers, were priilted and ready.

Un the 3tst ofJanlla'-y the'twelve thousand. five hundred dollars passed
into the Colony Treasury. The Committee, having had the information
.above-mentioned as t,) General 801myle,''. warrants, and for many rel>-
sons, (exclusive of economy,) being of opinion thatthe regiment wou]~
be trlost cosily raised in the northern parts of the Colony, on the 6th of
j<""e.bl'lIarydespatehed the money for. that regiment 10 General 8clmyli!7'.
.On the 12th of Febl'71al'y, a letter was received from the General, (!rited on
the 6th, mentioning the companies he had ordered to he raised for g~r-
risoning C,'o7un-Point, Ticandel'aga, For't Gem~l(e, &c., and that. tIw
Committee would proDably receive in.<tructions from Congress that they 1[
should form part of that regiment ; and 800n after, the resolve of Con-
gress of the 5th Feb,'uai~y, directing the Genera] to complete the ap-
pointments in that regiment, came to hand. Froln this state of facts, sir,
yon will sce that only three weeks elapsed from the first. nQtice received
by the Committee about Colonel Van 8chaiek:'. Hegiment until it was
taken out of their hands.. 'I'hey would willingly undertake any duty to
relieve General Schilyle1>; but, few in number, at a great distance, in the
midst of winter, withQut any member froin ..Ubany, or the northern parts
of the Colony, (in which alone aregiment for those geritlemen could be
raised,) they ha,d nothing in their power.

. The 8cas9n of the year; the distance, and dIe assembling County
Committees, required time for anfiwers. On the 15th of FebrTIQ1'Y, the
Convention heing assemhled, amongst other thing., resolved that asu.ffi-

.cient number of officers. should be appointed in each County to command
the men to be raised in the same; and that,)n the appointment of such
officers, those who served their much-injured country in the last cam.
paign ought to have the prefcrencc.

The Convention C'on8idered the returns of those whieh had Ibade re_
0'

_
.

,
.

turns; apportioned the four regiments; and issued warrants ,to the offi-
cers, or de.patched them, with the said resolves; to the Couhty Commit-
tees. On the 22d instant was received the resolution of Congre_s of the
15th, that such of the officers who served faithfully in Canada the la,st
campaign as are willing to continue there, be preferred in the new levies
of thy Colony of New-York to othe\"f'. ...

The resolution for forming two regiments of the tTOOpSin Canada
(however difficult to be executed) remained in full force, and not super-
seded : and this occasioned the letter of.the 22d from the Provinci':i:1 Qon-
gress, to kMw who Qf them were pr9vidcd' for before they appoin~d
Field-Olfic.ers.- -, ., .

Colonel .JWcDougall on the spot in a constant tour of duty, and Lien-
tenant-Colonel Cortlandt, in We.tchester, ready when required, allowed
the more time to determine. I I1xpeet the officers will, in s.ome placl!S,
recruit f83t; and, sh9uld a few of them fai!, some gentlembB have olfc'nld
full-companies, for whom there are at present no vacancy. .
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"Measures are taken to complete Colonel Van Schaick's.
Regiment, and I hope, with the assistance which the Com-
mittee of this City and COU\lty affords me, that it will b(J
speedily accomplished. But I am distressed in the highest
degree for arms, clothing, blankets, and every other necessa-
ry. I must therefore entreat that those things may be sent
up the soonest possible, together with one hundred barrels
of pitch, ten of turpentine, and t\VO tons of oakum. I wish
these things to be put on board of a vessc1, and ~sent up as
soon as possible. I suppose t11eriver will soon he open.

"
Captain Horton, of the Fourth Regiment, is willing to

continue in the service; so is Captain Henry B. Living-
ston. I wish the latter could be promoted, out of respect
to his £')mily as well as his own merit.

"
I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant,

"PHILIP SCHUYLER.

"To the President of the New- YOrk Congress."

Thereupon, Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius purchase
immediately, viz. : One hundred barrels of Pitch, ten barrels
of Turpentine, and two tons of Oakum, and have them put
on board of the first Sloop for Albany, directed to TValter
Livingston, Esq., or his Deputy.

A Letter from Robert Boyd, dated at New- TVindsor,the
23d instant, was read and filed. He therein informs that

_ he has got the best Gunsmith Shop in the Colonies; that
he finds it difficult to get workmen; that he will deliver
Arms for the publick moneyhe received; and that he is in-
clined to think he shall not proceed further on his old con-
tract.

A Petition_of Azor Betts was read and .filed. A Certi-
ficate, or endorsement thereon, signed by William EZlsUJorth,
Chairman of the Committee of Kingston, was also read
and filed. The said Azor Betts begs leave to return to a
sense of his duty to his country, and reqnests forgiveness
and protection. The said certificate mentions that he had
offered to sign a recantation, and make oath for his future
good behaviour.

Die Jovis, 10 ho.A.. M., February 29, 1776.

The Congress niet pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General TVoodhull, Presid~nt.
FOR N EW-Y ORI(.-Colonel Lott, Mr. Prince, Mr. Rut-

~'ers, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Denning, Mr. J. Van Cort-
landt.

.

FOR ALBANy.-Gencral Ten Brocek, Mr. Yates, Mr.
Ganscvoort, Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)

FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,
, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.~General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston.
FOR DUTcHEss.__Colonel P. Ten Broeck, Major R. G.
. Livingston, Major Schenck. ,

.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison.

. FORWESTCHESTER.-Mr. Ward, Dr. Graham.
FOR RICHMQND., Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Covenhoven.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. lfloore.

'

'

FOR CHARLoTTE.-Colonel John: Williams.
FOR Gc~mERLAND.-Colonel W. Williams.

A Return of Officers to fill up several vacancies occasion-
ed by promotions in the Florida and Warwick Regiments,
subscribed by John Ilatho17l.,Chairman, dated at Goshen,
the 28th instant, was read and filed.
, They thereby return for Officers in the late Captain Hen-
ry Wisner's Company: Abraham Dolson. for Captain;
Henry' Bartolf, First Lieutenant; John Hopper, Second
Lieutenant; and Matthias DoTson, Ensign. .

- - In Captain NathanieiElmore's Company: John Sayre,
First Lieutenant; John Kennedy, Second Lieutenant.

And in the late Captain Charles Beardsley's Company:
John fttlinthvrn, Captain; Nathaniel Ketchum, First Lieu-
tenant; George Vance, Second Lieutenant; and John Be-
nedict, Ensign.

Ordfred. That. Commissions issue for those gentlemen.
Colonel John Williams applied for blank Commissions

for three Companies of Minute-men in CharlQtteCounty,
to be transmitted to the County Committee of Charlotte

, County.
Ordered, That the Commissions for three Com parries,

signed and attested, and otherwise blank, 'be delivered to

Colonel John Williams, to be transmitted 'to the s<;LidCounty
Committee.

Francis Lewis, Esq., fi"()mthe ,Continental Congress,
came into Congress, and informed them that a quantity of
Gunpowder at Brunswick is to be fOlwarded to General
Washington. That he had given order to have it forward-
ed to Paulus-Hook.

Mr. Kin!(, who came with the Powder, came into Con-
gress. Mr~ Lewis and Mr. King informed that there was
great difficulty in obtaining Wagons, and that Mr. Dennis
was of opinion that it might be safely sent by water to
Brown's ~Perr!l'

This Congress is of opjniifn that Mr. King should return
and get the Powder forwarded, and that this Congress should
not give any order about the Powder in Jersey, until it ar-
rives at Paulus-Rook.

Ordered, That MI'. John Van Cortlandt and Mr. Prince'
be a Committee to procure Wagons to carry the said Pow-
der forward. '.

The Members were charged from the Chair to keep this
matter about the Gunpowder secret.

Die Jovis, 4 ho. P. M., Fe,bruary 29, '1776.

The Congress met pursuant to ~djournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Colonel Lott,lVIr, Smith, Mr. Van

Cortlandt, Mr. Hallett, Mr. p,'ince, Mr. Rutgers, Cap-
tain Rutgers, Colonel'lUcDougall.

.

FOR ALBANY.--,General, Ten Broeck, Mr. Abralwm Yates,
Colonel Ni{:oll1(on service.)

,

FOR SUFFoLK.-General rVoodhul', Mr. Gelston.
FOR RICHMoND.~Mr. A. Bancker.
FOR VLsTF.R.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Pal'llle~,

, (on service.)
.

FOR DUTcHEss.-Cofonel Ten Broeck, Major Schenck.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR 'V ESTCHESTER.-Mr. Ward, Dr. Graham, Colonel

Drake.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. lfloore.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John Williams.. . .

FOR CmmERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.

Niles Christian left England the 2d or 3d of November,
eleven weeks ago; was chief Mate of the Ship Harriet,
sailed this day for Boston; that no other v~sel sailed with
thGm; no Troops left FJno.z(11ldwhen he sailed. That some
transpor.1swere gone to Ireland, and sixty or seventy trans-
ports w~re at Deptford, to go to Ireland. That they had
eighty hogs on board, (thirty are now alive,) one hundred
and forty bushels of potatoes, one hundred and four chal-
drons of coal, and a quantity of porter and a parCel of
onions. That the Troops from Ireland are to' go to Bos-
ton. That General Gage was arrived, and was blamed
for leaving Boston. That the people of Lo1tdon are in ge-
neral in favour of Amenca. That in Ireland they have

, pressed recruits ; that he did not hear of any r~cruiting
,

in FJngland, Trade dun; the American 'ships laid up. Did
npt hear of any Commissioners coming over.

.

That he \vas
bred at Charlestown, lflassachusetts. That the Pilots fi'e-
quently came on shore ,for fowls. That their ship has not
received any supply of provisions or flour, except a few

, fowls. That the Captain's order was not to any particular
port, but to any place where the Am1Y is.

The said Niles Christian' requested a pass to go to Cam-
bridge.'

.

Thereupon, a Passport was given to him in the words fol-
lowing;

'.

The bearer hereof, Niles Christ1:an, late Mate of the
transport Ship Jiarriet, who has esyaped fium the said ship,
and whose former stated place of residence was at ChaT/fs~
town, 1tlassachusetts-Bay, is hereby permitted' top'ass to
Cambridge, in Massachusdt~;Bay.'

)
.

Joseph Booth, attending at the door, sBntin a Certificate,
dated 26th ~nstan!, from the Committee of C?!'I'cspondeQce for
Newtown, III Fazrfield CQunty, certified by Caleb Baldwin,
Clerk of the said Committee, which was read. It is there~
by certified that Joseph Boo.th, the bearer, had lately served
his country as a faith/ill friend and soldier in the Northern
Army, under the command of General Schuyler.. That hI!
had suffered by the stoppage of his cattle at Bedford, on -
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being enfiladed. . To the southward, at the distance of
about seventeen hundred yards, is laid Qut a fort' on a very
commanding height, which will command the ;northern and
western passage, of which drafts will be sent up. ,These
forts are recommended to be built of :;;odsand fascines,
which nature has plenti[uIly supplied at Pooplopen's Kill.
At For.t Constitution is a sa,lt-marsh meadow, which will
supply sods necessary to build forts at that spot. That
these works may be erected without Masons or Carpenters,
the platforms excepted.

The Town-Major at the door, was ~dmitted. He in--
formed Congress that Rynier Van Hoosen was taken, and
is in custody. -

Ordel'ed, That he be reported to General Lee.
The Report of the Committee for the emission of fifty-

five thousand Pounds, according to the Order of the Day,
was taken into consideration, and read and amended. And,
being again read, paragraph by paragraph, and many amend-
ments,made and unanimously agreed to, it was ordered to
be taken into further consideration to-morrow.

The 'Congress are informed that Captain Smith, the En-
gineer, would with pleasure, if commanded, tarry on duty
in this Colony.

Ordered, That Mr. Scott and Mr. Hobart be a Commit-
tee to wait on General Lee, and to request that Captain
Smith, the Engineer, may be ordered to remain on duty for
some time in this Colony.

A Resolution of the Pro~incial Congress of New-Jerse"y,-
made the 28th day of February, repealing their late em-
bargo on Provisions frqm that Colony to this City, was'read
and filed, and is,in the words [ollowing, to wit:

"In Provincial Congress, February 28, 1776.

" Whereas the late Resolution of this Congress, prohibit-
ing the export of Provisions and Produce from this Colony
to New- York, was founded on information t}Jat the Ships-
of-War in New- York made captures of vessels SQ laden;'
and whereas the Congress are fuIly satisfied that the rea-
son of making said prohibition no longer subsists:

" It 1S therefore Resolved unanimously, That the Resolu-
tion of this Congress, made the 21st day of this instant,
Febrnary, prohibiting the export of Provisions and Produce

DieMercurli,A.M.,March1, 17'76. from this Colony to the City of New-York, be, and is here-
Th C 'd '

by repealed.e ongress met pursuant to a Journment. .

" A
.

fi h l\f ', . T . _ true copy rom t e ,mutes:
Present: Bngadler-General Tfoodhull, PresIdent. . " WILLIAMPATERSON,Secretary.

FOR NEW-YoItK.-Mr. Roosevelt, Colonel Lott, MaJor" C £ h
.. I H R "StoutenbuTU'lt,Captain RIttgers, Mr. Priru:e, Mr. Hal-

opy rom t e ongma : . EJlfSEN.

lett, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. :SCott,Mr. Denning. A Letter from Colonel Henry Remsen, dated at Newark,
FORALBAI\"Y.-Mr.A. Yates, Mr. Gansevoort, General Ten 29th February, informing of part of the COluinental Pow-

Broeck. del' intended for Cambr1~dgebeing arrived at Newark, was
FOR SUFFOLK.--General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Ho- read. .,'

bart., ,
, The Committee of this Congress appointed to prepare

FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palm';/;, Wagons here to carry it to Cambridge, reported that Wa-
(on service.) gons stand ready to receive it as fast as it arrives here.

FOR DUTcHEss.-Col. P. Ten Sroeck, Major R. G. Li- Ordered, That. Colonel Remsen's Letter be committed
vinU'ston,Mr. Gilbert Livinf1'ston, Major Schenck. to Mr. Joseph Hallett, one of the Members of this Con-

FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Tlard, Colonel Joseph Drake, gress. That he be authorized, and is hereby authorized, to
Dr. Graham. ',. take such methods, and give such directions for the forward-

FOR ORANGE.-C010nel Hay, Colonel Allison. ing thereof to this City, as he shall think proper or most
FOR KING's.-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Le.ff'ertse. safe, and without any further information to be given to

..
FOR RICHMOND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker. this Congress, until he has the same safe in this City.
FOR TRyoN ,.J\'Ir. JJ'loore..

' ' A Letter from Colonel Ourtenius, on the subject of a
FOR CHARLOTTE.--:-Colone\ Johrt: ~llzams.. demand of the Hospital stores in his custody, and sundry
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel Wzlbam Willzams. other matters, were read and filed, and is in the words fol-

Captain Smith,' the Engineer, came to Congress, and was lowing, to wit;..
"admitted. He reported that, by order of General Lee, he. .'" ~ebruary 24, 1776.

had been up to the Highlands, and surveyed the ground at "GENTLEMEN: Agreeable to your orders, I desired Mr.
Pooplopen's Kill. That the ground is staked out. That 'he Hughes to show me by what authority he demanded the
will send a draft of the fortification intended to lie erected stores taken out of the lower Barracks; upon which he.
to the Commissioners, as soon as ppssible. That he thinks showed me a recommend~tion in his favour from the Con-
the fort may be built at an easy expense~ as wood and fas- gress of this Province to the Continental Congress; which
cines are handy; as to embrasures, and the number of can- I thought was not a sufficient authority for me to deliver up-
non requisite,-he would send up a draft for that purpose. the stores. Since which he has been at my house, and told
T4at a fort is laid O\.l,tabout five hundred yard:;;to the east- me that, if I Fould not deliver them to him, the General
ward of Fort Constitution, on a commanding situation, com- would send a file of soldiers to take them. I should be
manding the"passage up and down the river, and scours the glad to know how to act, the General being impatient to
West-Point. Between that and the line which is now laid have an answer.
out ~t Constitutio~ Fort, is ,11very commanding height, on "Enclosed are thr~e.accounts for rations due to Captains
which ough~ to be placed a Redoubt, to prevent the works Hulbert, Griffin, Grenell, and th~ir officers, amounting to

FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v. ~l

the way to New- York market; that he is the owner of
the said cattle, and that the said Committee take pleasure
in recommending him as a friend to his country. ,

The Congress took the same into consideration, and came
to the following determination, to wit:

Whereas a large supply of fresh Provisions will ~e re~
quired for the ContinentalArmy in and near the CIty o(
New- York: .

R~solved and Ordered, That no obstruction whatsoever
be crivento any person or persons in passing and repassing
th;ucrh any of the CQunties in this Colony with fat Cattle,
Sheep, Hogs, or any kind of Provisions, for t,lle purpose of
supplying the Inhabitants of the said City 0' New- York, Or
the Continental Army in and near the said City, unless such
person or persons shall have been adjudged to be, or held
up as inimical to this country.

A Certificate was also given to the said Joseph Booth, in
the words following, to wit:

Ordered, That the hearer hereof, Joseph Booth, be per-
mitted to pass with his drove of Cattle to the City of New-
York.

George Cook sent into Congress a Certificate, or Receipt,
which was read and filed, and is in the words following, to
wit:

"Recei'\red, New- York, February 28, i 776, of Mr.
George Cook, fifty Pouches and fifty Bayonet Belts; to
the best of, my judgment, in good order. T

"
RICHARD N OItWOOD,

" Commissary of Colony Stores."

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea-
surer of this Concrress, pay to George Cook the sum of thirty-
five Pounds, forOthe said Pouches and Bayonet Belts.

t

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on
the subject of a further emission of Paper Money, was post-
poned until to-morrow morning.

The case of the Prisoners confined in the Guard-House
for beirrg concerned or instrumental in spiking up the Can-
non near King's Bridge, with the evidence against them,

. is appointed to be heard and taken into consideration to-
morrow afternoon.
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one hundred and seventy-nine pounds and seven shillings;
which sum they demand of me. Please to let me know
whether I must pay them. The rations are rather charged
under than over the mark. Lieutenant IYlarvin also deli-
vered me a Doctor's bill, amounting to thirty-two shillings,
which was. for medicines administered to him while he lay
at the east end of Long-Island, where there was no Regi-
mental Surgeon. I have purchased three thousand bushels
of salt, out of the Ship Lady Gage, to go np to Albany.
Should be glad to have the advice of Congress how to get
it out of the Kills.

"Please return the accounts by the Secretary.
"I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

"PETER T. CGRTENIUS."

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to Major-General Lee was
prepared by one of the .secretaries, and approved of, and
is in the words folJowing, to wit;

In Provincial Congr~ss, New-York, Fcbruary 24, 1776.

SIR; Weare informed by a letter from Colonel Curte-
nius, our Commissary, that Mr. IIughes has demanded of
him (by your command, as he says) certain Hospital stores
in his custody by our order, for the use of a General Hos-
pital. ' .

'Ve beg leave to inform you, sir, that those stores were
taken into the care and direction of the Congress of this
Colony the last summer, by order of the honourable the
Continental. Congress. Since that time they have been
under continual guard by our directions, and that of one
company at least every night, and the keys thereof in the
custody of our Commissary.

Necessity obliged us, though with reluctance, lately to
apply some part of those stores to cover straw beds for the
troops. With pleasure we lately ordered out a small part
of them for the use of a few indisposed troops.

Should those stores be applied to any other use than
that to which they have been devoted, give us leave to say,
that it is scarcely in tfie power of the Continent to supply
an Hospital. .

To you, sir, we need not mention the consequences.
Add to this, sir, we look upon ourselves responsibl~ for
them to the Continental Congress, and that by their own
order in the premises; and under this apprehension we have
hitherto acted.

Weare, respectfully, sir, your very humble servants.
By order.

To Major-General Lee.

Mr. Tiflilliam Williams, one of the Deputies from Oumber-
land County, delivered in a Letter or Return of Field-Offi-
cers, recommended by the County Committee of Cumber-
land County, dated the 1st day of February last, signed
Benjamin Carpenter, Chairman; which was read and filed.*

Thereupon, Ordered, That Commissions issue to tI;:1C

.CU)[BERLANn COUNTY, \VE5TMINSTER, February I, 1776.

MAY IT PLE.'SE YOUR HONOJ:TR: We havp, with peculiar pleasure,
received the letter from the Chairman of the .honourable Committee of
Safety for the Province of New-York, recommending peace, harmony,
and unanimity through the County, in nominating the Field-Officers for
the Lower Regiment in said County.. At a pretty full meeting of the
Committee of Safety for this County, after mature consultation and de-
liberation upon the matter, we have (with submission to the honourable
Congress) nominated sundry gentlemen to be commis,ioned as Field-
Officers in the Lower Regiment. And that. Mojor Hunt's character
should not be lessenc.d in the view of the honourahle Congress, we
must inforin you that the said lfunt entirely refl.lscs to accept a commis-
sion in the lower df)partment.

. We hope the dissensions and animosities which have heretofore been
so prevalent in the County will, in a great mensu{,C, for. the future,
subside.

With .grateful acknowledgments, we'return you our most sinccre
thanks for the favourable notice you nave hitherto expressed towards us,
and should be extremely gl(ld for the like future favours. Our nomina-
tion for Field-Officers for the Lower Regiment is as follows: Major
fVilliam Williams, First Colonel; Benjamin Carpenter, Esq., Second
Colonel; .00i'Ver L07!el, Esq., First Major; .!lb,j'ah L07!eJoy, Second
Major; Samuel ~Hinor, Jun., Adjutant; Samuel Fletcher, Quarter-
Jjnster.

:{Ionoured sir, .by forwarding commissions to the ahove gentlemen as
speedily as possible, we think it will give pretty general satisfaction to
the CQunty. And, wishing the Colony of ~Vew-YOl'" all imaginable
peace, harmony, and concord, we subscribe ourselves, with the greatest
respect, your most obedient humble servants, &c.

By order of the County Committee: .
BENJAMIN CARPENTER, Chairman.

,"0 the Honourable President of the Provincial Congress for the Colony
of New-York. To be communicated t9 said Coggress.

. .

gentlemen recommended by the County Committee for Of-
ficers of the lowel: Regiment of Oumberland County, as
follows, to ;it: To William Williams, Esq., as Colonel;
to Benjamin Carpenter, Esq., as Lieutenant-Colonel; to
Oliver Lovel, ;Esq., as First Major; to Abijah Lovejoy,
Esq., as Second Major;' to Samuel Minor, Jun., Gentle-
man, as Adjutant, and to Samuel Fletcher, Gentleman, as
Quartermaster of said Regil1}ent.

A Letter from the Committee of Cumberland County,
signed by Benjamin Carpenter, their Chairman, dated the
2d day of February last, delivered to the President by Ma-
jor William Williams, was read and filed, and is in the
words following, to wit:

"Cumberland County, Westminster, February 2, 1776.

"SIR; As this is an infa)}t County, (though heartily dis~
posed in the cause of ..tJmerican liberty,) we are at present
unable to furnish our Delegate with the cash which, ppr-
haps, may be absolutely necessary to supply his present
necessities. The County is about raising a tax, which is
already voted by the County Committee, and we are deter-
mined to raise said tax as quick as we possibly can; there-
fore should be exceeding glad, under our present necessi-
ties, that our Delegate (Major William 1¥illiams) might
receIve out of the Provincial Treasury the sUpl of forty
pounds, Ne'/P- York currency.,

"~e hope soon to be able to remit said sum of forty
pounds to the honourable Provincial Congress, at New-
York. The Congress ~omplying with our request will
much oblige your most obedient servants, &c.

"By order of the Committee of Safety for Cumberland
County:

"
B C Ch

.
ICNJAMIN

.
ARPENTER, mrman.

"To the Honourable the President of the Provincial Con-
gress for the Colony of New-York."

The Congress took the said Letter into consideration;
and thereupon,

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., the
Treasurer of this Congress, advance on loan .to Major Wil-
liam Williams, on the credit of Cumberland County Com-
mittee in general, and of Benjamin Carpenter (the Chair-
man of the said Committee) in particular, ana Major Wil-
liam Williams therein .namep, the sum of forty Pounds, to
be repaid in such .m~nner as this Qr some future Provincial

. Congress or Committee of Safety shall direct; and that in
the mean time, until such payment be'made or discounted
by some order of Congress or Committee of Safety, the
said Benjamin Carpenter and William Williams jointly, and
each of them separately, be considered as indebted to the
said Peter Van Brugh L1:vingston, Esq., l]is executors or
administrators, in the sum of forty Pounds, New- York
money, for so much money lent, to be repaid on demand;
and in default of such payment or discount by order of
Gongress or of Committee of Safety, to 1e recovered hy
the said Peter Van Brugh Livingston, his e:xecutors or ad-
ministrators, by suit at law or otherwise, with all costs and
disbursements.

And Ordered furtlwr, That the said original Letter be
made a part of the draft of the_ Minutes of this Congress;
and that the. Secretaries del\ver certified copies'of the said
Letter and this entry, to be filed with the said Treasurer as .L

his voucher for the said sum of forty Pounds.

A Return of the Otricers of a Company of l\1inute-mcn,
in Beekman Pre{;inct, dated 23d February last, and signed
by James Van1enbnrgh and Ebenezer Cary, two of the
Committee, was read and filed. They thereby return the

following gentlemen as duly and unanimously elected by
ihe. Company, to wit: Willia7(t Clade, Captain; Benjamin
Noron, First Lieutenant; IYlartin Cornell, Second Lieute-
nant, and Nathaniel Cary, Ensign.

.

Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gentlemen
accordingly.

.

4to ho. P. M,., March 1, 177€:.

The Congress met pl.lrsuant to adjournment.
Present; Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.

FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Colonel McDougal], Major Stouttn-
burgh, Colonel Lott, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Prince, Mr. &ott,
Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Van Cortlandt.
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FOR ALBANY.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Abraham Yates,
Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)

"OR SUFFoLK.-General fffoodhull, Mr. Gelston, Mr. 110-
barto

FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck?Mr. G. Livingston,
Major R. G. Livingston, Major Schenck.

FOR ORA!WE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR U\.STER.--Mr: Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.) .

'

FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. A. Bancker.
FOltWESTCHESTER.-Mr. Ward, Dr. Graham, Colonel

Drake.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Leffertse, Mr. Vanderbilt.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John Williams.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel TYilliam "Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.

.

The Memorial of Dr. Benjamin Curtis,* requesting to be
appointed Surgeon to a Regiment, was read and filed; and
the Certificate of Dr. John Jones and Dr. Bard, therein re-
cited, was also read and highly approved of.

Ordered, That the said Benjamin Curtis be, and he is
hereby, appointed a Surgeon for one of the Regiments now
raising in this Colony; and that in the mean time he take
the care of such indisposed Troops of any of the said four
Re"iments as are or may be in the City of New- York, until
further order, or until he shall be appointed to attend or
take the care of one Regiment in particular.

A Return of Officers of the Militia Company in Colonel
Drake's Regiment, whereof Ebenezer Slason (now pro-
ruoted to be a Major) was late Captain, dated this day, and
subscribed by Samuel Drake and Lewis Graha11l, was read
and filed.

The following Officers are thereby returned: Henry Sla-
son is thereby returned for Captain, Ebenezer Schofield to
be First Lieutenant, Daniel 1faterbury to be Second Lieu-
tenant, and David Purdy to be Ensign.

Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gentlemen
accordingly.

Mr. Leffertse informed the Congress that the Militia of
King's County have elected their officers; that to-morrow
wiII be a time of general meeting of tlJe officers; and 'that,
if Commissions could be delivered to him, the Committee of
King's County could, to-morrow, fill up Commissions fot
such officers as are willing to accept, and bring in the re-
turns without delay.

..
Thereupon, Ordered, That twenty-eight Commissions

for seven Companies be given to Judge Leffertse.
A Letter from William Bedlow, Jonathan Lawrence, and

Thomas Palmer, at the Fortifications in the HighlandS\ was
read and filed, ~mdis in the words following, to wit:

"Fort Constitution, February 29, 177p..
"

GENTLEMEN: We have received the order of the Con-
tinental Congress by Messrs. Palmer and Livingston, accom-
panied with Colonel Smith the Engineer, who has planned
the fortifications agrefiJable to the said or{ler, and much to
our satisfaction; and you may be assured that nothing shall
be wanting on our part to prosecute the same. 'But in order
to give the troops .stationed liere (and who are expected to
perfim11 the labourers' work) better spirits, we beg leave you
would enable us to give them such further allowance of pro-
visions to each labourer as we may see necessary, their pre-
sent allowance being really too small for labouring men.

-To the Honourable the Repre8entative8 of the Colony of NEW-YORK,
. in Provincial Cont'entiona88embled.

The .iJIemorial and Petition of BENJAMIN CURTIS, of the City of
NEW-YORK, lmmblu 8!wwet":

Tbat your Memorialist bas siudied physick and surgery in a reguJar
way; and that, having an inclination to serve his country in the capacity
or a Surgeon in the Army, he has suhmitted to an examination 'by Doc-
tors Jone8 and Bard, from whom he has reclJived a certificate in the fol-
lowing wQrds : -

"
This is to certify that we, tlte suhscrihers, have carefully and strictly

examined Mr. Benjamin Curti8, respecting his knowledge in physick
and surgery, and that we find him well acquainted with the principJes of
his profession, and very properly quaJified to act as Surgeon of It Regi-
ment. ;

"
In testimony of which, we have with 'pleasure given .him this certifi-

cate. Dated in New-York, the 29th day of 1'ebruary, 1776,"
That havi.ng sucb testimonials of his ability in his profession, he flat-

ters himself he shall be favoured with the attention of the Convention;
and therefore your Petitioner prays ihat he ma,}' be appointed Surgeon
to a Re~ment. And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray,
&c. BENa~UN CURTIS.

NEW-YORK, March 1, 1776.
.

"
We would also beg leave t.o represent to you, that, as

the works now laid out are extensive and at seven miles
distance from each other, four Commissioners (two at Poop-
lopen's Kill and two at this post) will be necessary, they
acting jointly at all the works. And if your honourable
House should be of the same sentiment, that we may have
one more added to our present number, we would pre-
sume to recommend Mr. GiTbert Livingston as a gentleman
from whose abilities the publick service would be benefited
up here.

" 'Ve are, gentlemen, with
vants,

respect, your humble ser-
"WILLIAM BED~OW,

"JONATHAN LAWRENCE,

"THOMAS PALMER.

" To the Honourable Provincial Congress for New- York."

Messrs. Scott and 1Iobart returned from Major-General
Lee, and reported that he consents that Captain Smith, the
Engineer, shall remain in this Colony for some time; that
General Lee has not an immediate occasion for the wagons
mentioned this moming; and that he thanks Congress for
the offer of cash to furnish necessaries, and will call on them
if he shall have occasion.

The Congress th~n took into consideration the Resolu-
tions of the Continental Congress of the 15th of February,
relating to the Fortification~ in the Highlands, and the Let-
ter from,the Commissioners of the 29th February last; and,
after a considerable time spent therein, the Congress came
to the following determination, to wit:

'Ordered, That the Commissioners for building the Forti-
fications in the Highlands be, and they are hereby, autho-'
rized to employ VesseIs for quartering the Troops to build
the Fort at Pooplopen's Kill, until Barracks are built; and,
also, that they be authorized to call in as many of the Mi-
nute-men of ColoneL Palmer's Regiment as can be em-
ployed there; and in case they cannot get a sufficient num-
ber of MinQte-men, to ord~r as many of the Continent!!l
Troops, raised in the Counties of Orange, Ul$ter, TVCst-
chester, and Dutchess, to that post, as will be necessary to
expedite the said works.

Ordered, further, That such Continental Troops as may
be called and employed at the said works, be continued
there until the further ordcr of the Continental or this Con-.
gress, the Committee of Safety, or the commanding Officer
of the Continental Troops in this Department.

And on considering the Letter from the said Commis-
sioners at the F.ortifications in the Highlands: ,

Resolved and Ordered, That Gilbert Livingston, Esq.,
be, and he is hereby, appointed' an additional Commissioner
to superintend the building of the said Fortifiations in the
Highlands. -

MI'. Hobart moved, and was seconded by Mr. Yates, that
a Committ"ee be appointed to draw and report a Plan of an
Election for a new Prm~ncial Congress.

Ordered, That Mr. Scott,I\lr. Hobart, and Mr. Yates,
be a Committee for that purpose.

Elias Nixen, the Port-Master, at the door, was admitted.
He informed th'e Congress that the Officer of the Port-Guard
had seized and taken two servants of Governour Tryon, who
came ashore, in a boat, with a quantity of linen to be
washed. That he had informed the Officer of the Guard
that it was not contrary to the directions of this Congress
for persons to come on shore from Govemour Tryon's Ship;
that the Officer persisting that it was agreeable to his orders
from the General, he prevailed on him to send up to the
General. The Officer said the General ordered that they
should not be discharged; and that the said two se.:vants
were sent to the Guard-House,arid in custody.

The Port-Master further informs that his office is become
useless; that the Guards h'ave fired at several boats this
day; that the General told him last night that no Provi-
sions should go to the Governour until the occasion of his
having stopped a large quantity of Flour was cleare.i"up,
and that h~ has seen the Governour's two servants pUt1nto
the Guard-House.

A. M. Die Sabbati, Marc,h 2, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.

FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. VanZandt, Mr. Smith, Mr. Evert
..
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Bancker. Mr. Prince, Mr. Roosevelt, }fr. If'illiam Den-
ning, Mr. A. Rutgers, Mr. &oft, (twelve o'clock,) Mr.
Cortlandt, Major Stoutenbu1]{h, Colonel Loft.

FOR ALBANY.-General Ten lJroeck, Colonel Nicoll, (on
servic~,) Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Gansevoort.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Ho-
bart.

FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.)
FOR DnTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck, Major &henck,

Mr. G. Livingston.
FOR ,VEsTcHEsTER.-Mr. Ward, Doctor Graham, Colonel

Cortlandt.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Leffertse.
FOR RrcHMoND.-Mr. Bancker.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel JolJn Williams.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.

.A :!\f.emorial of Robert Robinson and J111~chqelPrice, set-
ting forth the particular hardships of their case, was read
and filed. They therein set forth that, having been held up
to their country for their conduct in a breach of a Resolu-
tion of the Continental Congress, they have been for a long
time excluded from all business; that they are sincerely
penitent for their offence; that they are willing in this dis-
tressed season of the year to give fifty pounds for the use of
the poor, and pray to be restored to their former standing.

A }femorial of sundry respectable Merchants, and other
inhabitants, on behalf of the said Robinson and Price, was
also read and filed.

Ordered, That the' said Memorials pe referred to Colonel
Lott, Mr. Gansevoort, and Mr. Adrian Rutgers, as a Com-
mittee to report thereon, and that they report with all con-
venient speed.

. Two Orders from General Lee to the Barrackmaster, for
ten Beds, for the use of some sick Soldiers in Colonel Ward's
Regiment, and for twenty Iron Kettles, for Ward's Regi-
ment, were read and filed. *

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius deliver to Mr. Garret
Roorback, the Barre.ckmaster, ten Covers for Straw Beds
for the use of some sick Soldiers in TVard's Regiment, and
at the special request of Major-General Lee.

Ordered, further, That the Barrackmaster furnish to
Colonel Ward, or the Quartermaster of his Regiment, twen-
ty Iron Pots or Kettles, and take a receipt from Colonel
T¥ard, or his Quartermaster. for the same, as delivered by
order of Major-General Lee, on Continental account.

The Members of King's County, who were appointed a
Committee for that purpose, delivered in their Report; which
was read and filed, and is in the .words following, to wit:

Your Committee to inspect with regard to Billeting of
Troops in King's County, do report: That the inhabitants
of King's County cannot keep officers at less the.n seven
shillings per week for a room, and the following neces-
saries, allowing two officers tD a room; and privates at
one shilling and four pence: The officers and men to be
supplied with the following articles, to wit: cribs, bed-cases,
bolsters, pots, trammels, tongs and shovels, andirons, axes,
candlesticks, benches, buckets, fire\vood, candles, straw,
house-room. .

<ORE.m-QUARTERS, February 29, 1776.-Sm: You are to supply Co-
lonel Ward'. Regiment with a dozen beds and twenty kettles.

: CHARLES LEE, .JIc(ajol~General.

To the Commissary of Stores, or the Barrackmaster.

HEAD-Qu.mTERs, March 1, 1776.-SIR : You will much oblige me in
furnishing the regiment of Wm'd with ten beus, which are absolutely
necessary for the sick. To say the truth, it is scandalous that so many
applications should bc made in vain for such a trifle as ten b<>ds. I must,
therefore, once more desire thr.t they may be furn.ished without delay.

I am, sir, yours, CHARLES LEE, Major-General.

To Mr. Roorbaclc, Barrackmaster.
'f' _

NEW-YORK, March 1; 1776.-SIR: As my appointment to the office
of Barrackmaster extends only to the City and County of New-York, I
have it not in my power to comply with your ExceHeney's requisition in
regard to the supply of troops in another County, unless a special order
be obtained for that purpose from the Congress.

I am, respectfully, your ExceHency's most humble servant,
GARRET ROORIIACK, Barrqckma8ter.

To His Excellency Major-General Lee.

The Congress are of opinion that the allowance reported
is moderate and reasonable, and agrees with their Commit-
tee in their said Report.

ii:

An Order from Mr. Jonathan Lawrence, one of the Com-
missioners at the Fortitieations in the Highlands, was read,
and is in the words following, to wit: ..

"Fort Constitution, February 2E1.1776.

"GEl';'TLEMEN:Please to pay unto Mr. John Vanderbilt,
or order, fifty pounds, it being part of my pay as Commis-
sioner of Fortifications, and for which l1is receipt will be
acknowledged by, gentlemen, your humble servant,

"JONATHAN LAWRENCE.

"To the Honourable PrQvincial Congress of New- York.Y'

Ordered, That Pete'r Van B. Livinrrston, Esq., as Trea-
surer of this Congress, pay to Mr. John Vanderbilt, or his
order, the sum of fifty Pounds, on account of the pay due
to Mr. Jonathan Lawrence, as one of the Commissioners
employed in erecting the Fortifications in the Highland:"
arid take his receipt for the same.

Colonel McDougall informed the Congress that Captain
James Smith has the care and charge of the Sloop or Ves-
sel which Captain Rutgers and himself were directed by
this Congress to purchase and arm; that Captain Smith has
had sundry disbursements in that matter; and also that
Wages are due to the Men and Mariners employed in and
about the said Sloop; that Captain Smith has occasion till'
about fifty Pounds on aecount.

Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., as Trea-
surer of thB Provjpcial Congress of this Colony, advance
to Captain James Smith the sum of fifty Pounds, on ac-
count of Wages for the. Seamen, Mariners, and Mmines,
belonging' to the Sloop Schuyler, now under his command,
and the expenses and disbursements of the said James Smit.h,
for and on account of the said armed Sloop and her arms
and appurt~nances.

A Letter from the Committee of Richmond County was
read and filed, They inform that Isaac Decker and ltI£nne
Burger are returned to Richmond County, from the Jail of
the Borough of Elizabeth; and that, on the 28th February,
the day of the date of the postscript of the said Letter, they
bad received from Colonel Thomas the charges against the
said Decker, Burger, and Richard Conner. .

Information having been given to tJlis Congress, by seve-
ral Members, that the Sentries placed near the wharves fre-
quently fired at Boats and Sloops, with the inhabitants of this
and the neighbouring Colonies, as they are going out and
'comi'hg into the docks and slips, whereby the persons on
board are in danger of losing their lives. That the masters
of some of tho~e very Boats or Sloops had obtained pas~es
before they attempted to go out.

.

Information was also given to this Congress yesterday
evening, and by some :l\fembers this day, that all communi-
cation with, and the supplies of necessary provision to, the
Shi ps-oPV ,\1'and Governour Tryon's Ship in the harbour or
in the bays near this City, is interdicted; and Mr. Roose-
velt informed the Congress that Colonel Waterbury has lately
declared that the other United Colonies ought to crush this
Colony of New- York; and that Mr. Isaac Sears had spo-
ken of this Congress and the General Committee of the
City of New-York 'in the most harsh, disrespectful, and
abusive terms, many of which were mentioned by Mr.
Roosevelt : ~

On motion by Mr. Gansevoort,
Ordered, That Mr. Scott, Mr. Hobart, and Mr. Ganse-

voort be a Committee to wait on Major-GEmeral Lee, with-
out delay, and request of him the reason of his interdicting
the communication between this City and the Ships-of-W'ar
and Governour Ttyon's Ship, iny;or near the harbour of this
City, contrmy to the Resolves ot this Congress; and also,
to request the occasion of the firing, by the Spldiery of this
City, on the inhabitants of this Colony that are cominO' to,
and going out of the City.

0 .

And Ordered, That Mr. Smith, Colonel Loft, and l\lr.
Roosevelt, be a Committee to inquire into, and take exami-
nations, on oath, relative to the Soldiers' firing on the. in-
habitants in boats; and also as to the declarations of Colonel
Waterb1try and Mr. Isaac Sears, inimical to thisCol<!ny and

jts inhabitants.
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Die Sabbati, 4 ho. P. M., March2,1776.

The Congress met pursuant to aqjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. VanZandt, Mr. E. Bancker, Mr.

Denning, Mr. Scott, Mr. Smith, Mr. Rallett (a verr
short time.)

FOR ALBANY.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Yates, Mr.
Gansevoort.

FOR SUFFOI.K.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Ho-
bart. '.

FOR ORANGE.:-Co\onel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.)
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck, Mr. G. Living-

ston, Major Schenck, Colonel Humphreys.
FOR RIcHMoND.-Mr. A. Bancker.
FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Colonel Van Cortlandt only.
FOR CHARLoTTE.-Colonel John Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.

N. B. King's and Cumberland are entirely absent.
Colonelllumphreys informed the Congress that many of

the Minute-men of his Regiment are in want of shoes, and
other small necessaries; and he requests a sum of money
on account £)r his Regiment. Colonel Humphreys was in-
formtjd that many of his men are not properly accoutred,
according to the resolutions of Congress, and that some of
them are not even anned; that a sum of money shall be
advanced to him, on condition that the said money, or so
much thereof as may \Ie necessary for that purpose, shall be
laid out to equip his men with arms and accoutrements.,

Ordered, therefore, That Pder Van Brugh Livingston,
Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress, advance to Colonel
Humphreys the sum of three hundred Pounds, on account
of the pay of his Regiment now employed at New- York in
the Continental service, and take Colonel Humphreys's re-
ceipt for the same; and this money is advanced ~oColonel
Humphreys expressly. on the condition above-mentioned.

The C~mmittee who attended on ~hjor-General Lee,
returned, and made a Parole Report; and they were re-
quested to deliver their Report in writing at the next meet-
ing' of Congress.

Die Solis, 9 ho. A. M., March 3, 1775.

Many Members met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.

FOR NEW-YORK.-Mr. Smith, Mr. Hallett, Mr. Roosevelt.
FOR ALBA:to."Y.-GeneralTen Broeck, Mr. A. Yates, Mr.

GarusevQort.

FOR SUFFOJ.K.-General Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Gel-
ston.

FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck only.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR ,"VEsTcHEsTER.-Colonl Van Cortlandt.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. A. Baw::ker.
FOR CHARLoTTE.-Colonel John If'illiams.

For want of a sufficient number of Members to fonn a
Congress, according to the standing custom, (which is to
have a majority of Counties represented,) no business could
be done; and the Members agreed to meet again at six
o'clock.

Die Solis, 6 ho. P. M., March 3, 1776.

Many of the Members met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR N EW-Y oRK.-Colonel Lott, Mr. Smith, Captain Den-

ning, Mr. Prince.
. FOR ALBANy.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. A. Yates, Mr.

Gansevoort, Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)
FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston.
FOR DUTCIIESS.-Colonel Ten Broeck, Mr. G. Living-

ston. .
FOR ORANGE :.-Colo~el Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR ULsTER-:-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.)
FOR RlcHMoND..-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.

For want qf a sufficient number of Members, no business
can be done; and, therefore, adjourned to ten o'clock t6-
mo.rrow mornmg.

Die I,unm, A. M., March 4, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.

FOR NEW-YoRK.-Mr.Van Zandt, Mr. Smith, Mr. Den-
~ ning, Mr. Hallett, Mr. E. Baw::ker, Major Stoutenburgh,

Colonel Lott, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Beek-
man, Mr. Prince.

FOR ALBANY.-General Ten, Broeck, Mr. A. Yates, Mr.
Gansevoort, Col9pel Nicoll, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoj:.K.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston, Mr. .Ho-
barto

FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.)
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck, Mr. G. Living-

ston.
FOR RlcHMoND.-Mr. A. Banchr.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.

.

FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Colonel Van Cortlandt, Colonel L.
Graham.

FOR TRYON.-Mr. Moore.
FOR CHARLoTTE.-Colonel John 1f'illiams.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-ColonelWilliam 1f'illiams.

A Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis Graham, dated
yesterday, was read and filed. He thereby informs that the
Quartermaster of Colonel Drake's Regiment declines ser-
ving any longer, and recommending Mr. James Cock as a
proper person.

The Congress are of opinion that the Colonels of the dif-
ferent Regiments of Minute-men should appoint their own
Quartermasters, and give them warrants accordinD'ly; and
that this method should be recommended to Colonel Drake,
as occasion may require it; and order that Mr. Benson, by
letter, inform Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis Graham of the
opinionof this Corigress. .

A Letter from Major-General Schuyler, dated the 21st
February, on behalf of Mr. Paine, informing that he seems
active and lively, and had been some time employed during
some part of last campaign in the Artillery service; and that,
if there is a vacancy, it might do well to employ him, was
read and filed.

A Letter from Major-General Schuyler of the 27th Fe-
bruary was read and filed. He therein says that Captain
1f'ilktt, during,the last campaign, has acted with remarkable
attention and propriety, and that he is, therefore, entitled to
the attention of his country.

.

A Letter £i'omMajor-General Schuyler, also bearing date
the 27th February, was read and filed, and is in the word,s
following,to wit: .

"
Albany, February- 27, 177,6.

" SIR: Last evening I had the honour to receive your
letter of the 22d instant. J wish it was in my power to in-
form you what officers from this Colony are provided for in
Canada. I have never been able to get a return from
thence since the order of Congress for raising two battalions
there; but as one of these battalions, I suppose, will be
officered by the officers from this Colony, you may make
a probable guess of who will not be employed there from
!!heenclosed list, on which they stand in the order of their
rank in the Army. I have also enclosed a list of such offi-
cers as served last campaign, and are now part of Colonel
Van Schaick's Regiment. Captains Billings and Has-
brouck, and Lieutenant Whelp had warrants for raising men;
but as I have never heard from them since they left this, I
took no notice of them in the arrangement of this regiment.
I ~m extremely sorry that you cannot supply it with arms;
I shall not know how to furnish them.

" The arms of the New- York Troops were ordered to be
returned into the publick stores. Such as were so, have
since been Issued to (,Jthertroops; bu't many were lost and
carried off by deserters. I shall, at a more leisure hour,
s~d you an account of what were received at Ticonderoga
and Fort George. I do not suppose. an account was kept'
of those that were delivered in Canada.

" You will please to order up six hundred fathoms of tax-
red rope, for painters for batteaus, &c., and two fishing-
nets, and rope for four.

"I shall probably send irito' Canada some companies of
Colonel Van &haick's Regiment before I can hear from
you. Those officers I will give commissions to, as I have
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some blank ones by me. I \','ish you to send up the blank
commissions for the remainder, as I do not know which of
the officers nominated will accept.

" I am, sir, with the greatest esteem, your most obedient
humble servant,

"PHILIP SCHUYLER.
~

"To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President, &c.

"P. S. I have added Lieutenant-Colonel Yates and Ma-
jor Gansevoort to the enclosed list, as they are at least
equally entitled to ;1chance of prefemJent with !lny of the
other Field-Officers, although they are reappointed to Colonel
Van Schaick's Regiment."

The List of Officers therein enclosed was also read and.
fi!ed, and is in the following figures and words, to wit:

"A List of Officers of the four Regiments raised in NEW-
YORKin 1775, (now in CANADA,)as they rank FEBRT;-
ARY28, 1776:

"
Field-Officers.

"Colonel James Clinton, Major Herman Zedtwitz,
"I,ieut. Co!. P. Yates, at Albany, Major Peter Gansevoort, Jun.,
"Lieut. Col. John Nicholson, Major Lewis Dubois.

"
Captains.

"Captain F. V. Weisenfels, Captain Jacobus S. Bruyn,
"Captain John Visscher, Captain Eli8ha Benedict,

".Captain Harend. Ten Eyck, Captain John Graham,
.. Captain William Goforth, Captain Robert Juhnson,
"Captain Gershom Mott, Captain David Palmer.

"
First Lieutenants.

"First Lieut. Benjamin Evans, First I,ieut. Benjamin Pelton,(,
First Lieut. William GiUeylen, First Lieut. Thomas Dewitt,

.. First Lieut. Samuel Sac.ket, First Lieut. Jonathan Pearey,

.. First Lieut. Derick Hansen, First I~ieut. William McCune,

.. First Lieut, E. Van Bunschoten, First Lieut. Digby Odium,

.. First Lieut. Aaron Austin, Fir't Lieut. C. J. Jansen,

.. First Lieut. Samuel T. Pell, First I,ieut. Matthias Clark,

"
First Lieut. John Copp, First Lieut. Philip D. Revier.

"Second Lieutenants.
"Second Lieut. Richard Platt, Second Lieut. Alhc~t Pawling,
.. Second Lieut. Joseph Fitch, Second Lieut. G. Van Waggenen,
"Second Lieut. James Gregg, Second Lieut. Alexander Brink,
"Second I,ieut. John G. Lansing, Second Lieut. N. Van Rensselaer,
"Second Lieut. R. S. Mc.Dougall, Second I~ieut. William Martin,

"
Second I,ieut. John Houston, Second Lieut. Wm. Matthewmlln,

"Second Lieut. Isaac Van Wert, Second Lieut. Tsaac Hubbell,
"Second Lieut. Daniel. Gano, Second Heut. .lames Dow,

"
Second Lieut. Roswell Beebee, Second Lieut. George Nicb.olson,

"Second Lieut. Timothy Hughes, now Town-Major at Montreal."

" A List of the Officcrs of the four N EW-YORK Battalions,
raised in 1775, who have accepted Commissions in Colo-
nel V AN SCHAICK'S Regiment, viz: .

"
Captain Daniel MiJJs,

"Captain Joseph McCracken,
"First Lieut. Andrew Fink,

"
First I,ieut. Charles Graham,

First Lieut. Moses Martin,
Second LielJt. Guy Young,
Second Lieut. John Barnes."

On having read General Schuyler's Letter,
Ordered, That Peter T. Curtenius, as Commissary, pur-

chase, on Continental account, six hundred fathoms of Tar-
red Rope, for Painters for Batteaus, &1;., and two good
Fishing-Nets, and Ropes for four Fishing-Nets, pursuant to
a request of Major-General Schuyler, by his Letter to this
Congress of the 27th ultimo, an(that he forward the same
to Albany by the first conveyance, pursuant to the Genel-
ral's request.

A draft of an Answer to General Schuyler's several Let-
ters above-mentioned, was read and filed, and is in the words
following, to wit:

In Provincial Congr:ss, New-York, March. 4, 1776.

.sIR: We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
yours of the 21st and Q7th ultimo, with a list of such offi-
cers as have served in the last campaign. We fear, from
a want of proper information, and the necessity We are
under of immediately completing the four regiments ordered
to be raised for the defence of this Colony, some gentlemen
now absent may be neglected, whose merits ought to be cot-
sidered. In our copfused state, we shall endeavour to do
justice to individuals, as far as is consistent with the pub-
lick service. In this arrangement, Mr. Paine's merit will
be considered.

In the appointment of the Captains to our four battalions,
w.e have, through mistake, omitted Captain Wynkoop, whose
services, during the last summer, justly merit the attention
of the publick. We could wish, sir) it was in your power

to provide for him on the lake, as we are informed he is
well qualified for service in that department; but ifit should
not be in your power to provide for him, we b.eg to have
the earliest notice, that we may appoint him to the first va-
caney.

We have ordered six hundred fathoms of tarred rope, two.
fishing nets, and ropes for four, to be sent to Mr. Commis-
sary Livingston, at Albany, to whom we have also ordered
the quantity of pitch and tar you formerly wrote for to be
sent. YOllwill receive by this conveyance blank commis-
sions for Colonel Van Schaick's Regiment.

Weare, sir, witb esteem, your obedient humble servants.
By order of Congress.

To Major General Schuyler.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted by Monsieur De Gas, to-
gether with sixty blank Continental Commissions.

And the same were all transmitted accordingly.
A Letter from Colonel James Holmes to Captain Jacobus

Wynkoop, dated at Ticonderoga, on the 7tl1day of Decem-
ber last, was read and filed.

~

Pursuant to a Resolution of the Provincial Congress of
the 3d of November last, he therein directs Captain fVyn-
koop to make an immediate stoppage ih the pay of Thomas
Hampton, James Davenport, and lIenry 1Ylay, late deserters
from Captain Wynkoop's Company, in Colonel Holmes's
Regiment, to reimburse t]1e sum of thirteen Pounds eight
ShiJlings and seven Pence, expended and paid by the Pro-
vincial Congress for apprehending the said deserters.

Captain fVyn7coop, at the door, informs a Member that
he has stopped the said sum out of the pay of the said de-
serters, and has the money ready to pay to this Congress,
or their order.

Ordered, That Captain Jacobus Wynkoop pay to Pejer
Van Bl-ugh Livingston, Esq., Treasurer of this Congress,
the sum of thirteen Pounds eight Shillings and seven Pence,
now in his hands, stopped out of the pay of Thomas Hamp-
ton, James Davenport, and Henry JJlay, three deserters
from his Company, in the Regiment late Colonel Holmc$'ff,
to replace the money advanced and paid out of the said
Treasury for the apprehending and sending back of the said
deserters to their Regiment; and that Captain TVynkoop, on
behalf of Colonel Holmes,- take a receipt of the Deputy
Treasurer for that sum.

Francis Lewis, Esq., having informed this Congress that
he has brought from Ph1?adelphia the separate sums for
which the Delegates of this Colony had obtained warrants
from the Continent:tl Congress, and requested tlW direction
of this Congress as to the said money:

Thereupon, Ordered, That Francis Lewis, Esq., pay to
Peter V. B. Livingston, Esq., Treasurer of the Provincial
Congress of this Colony, the sum of twelve thousand Dol-
lars, and the further sum of thirty-five thousand Dollars,
amounting together to the sum of forty-seven thousand Dol~
lars, obtained on two warrants from the Continental Con-
gress. That Mr. Lewis deliver such receipts, or audited ac-
counts, as he may have taken for any part of that money
to the said Treasurer as cash, and that he take the Treasu-
rer or Deputy Treasurer's receipt for the same.

Mr. Hobart, from the Committee appointed on Saturday
last to call on Gt"neral Lee to know the reason of the firing
by the Troops on persons coming to or going out of this
City, and the reason of the interruptions given to the persons
having Passports from this Congress, delivered in their Re-
port, in the words following, to wit:

" The purport of the Conversation between General LEE
and the Committee.

"General Lee says that he inhibited the communication
with the ships-of-war and the Dutchess of Gordon, because
he was informed that Governour Tryon had seized a quan-
tity of flour coming to this market, which he considered as
a breach of the compact, which, though not perhaps ex-
pressly made, yet was undoubtedly impli(;d, that while we
continued to supply them with provisions, they would not
obstruct auy coming to this market. That he wished the
Congress would write to Governour Tryon, and demand an
explanation of his conduct. That if they should prefer the
mode, he would write himself. That if, upon settling the
matter, the Congress should incline to continue the daily
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supplies of provisions, he would give the necessary orders
to the port guard, provided that no person from the shore
should be allowed to go on board the said ships, nor any
person to come on shore from the same, as he could not per-
mit a personal communication to be any longer kept up.
And as to the firing on the boats, he assured the Commit-
tee that it was entirely owing to a misconstruction of his
general orders. That if Congress, or any individual, would
draw up a set of instructions for the direction of the port
guard that shall effectually prevent such inconvenience for
the future, he would readily sign it."

A part of a Letter from Mr. T1lilliam Bedlow, one of
the Commissioners at the Fortifications in the Highlands, to
Mr. John Berrien, was read.

Mr. Bedlow thereby informs that they are in want of
cash to pay wages and discharge SOme of the debts of last
year, and to purchase necessaries; and requesting the sum
of five hundred Pounds, to be expended for the use of the
said Fortifications on Continental account.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter V. B. Livingston,
Esq., the Treasurer of this Congress, deliver to Mr. John
Br:rrien, as Commissary to the Commissioners for erecting
Fortifications in the Highlands, and one of the said Commis-
sioners, the sum of five hundred Pounds, on Continental
account, towards the expense of erecting the said Fortifica-
tions, and that the Treasurer take Mr. Berrien's receipt for
the same.

Nicholas Bayard, Esq., this morning attending, was ad-
mitted. He informed the Congress that a Grenadier Com-
panyof Colonel Lasher's Regiment had been the guard of
the Records of this Colony since they have been at his
house; that he has been informed it is to"be changed, and
their place supplied by another Company; that the said
Grenadier Company have behaved so prudently, that it
would oblige him to have them continued.

The Congress took the same into consideration, and
Thereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Smith, Colonel Lott,

and Mr. Roosevelt, be a Committee to speak to Colonel
Lasher, and with him determine on what guard will be pro-
per and necessary for a guard to the said Records at Mr.
Bayard's. .

Colonel McDougall informed the Congress that it was
necessary to have arms for the men of the diffi)rent Com-
panies now inlisting in this City, that they may have arms
if called to service, and that they may become inured to
the use of arms.

01'dered, That Richard Norwood, Commissary of this
Colony's Stores, deliver to Colonel ltlcDougall, or his order,
such Arms and Accoutrements fro. time to time, in store, as
he shall direct for the Troops, ana take the receipts of such
Captains to whom such Anns and Accoutrements are or
shall be delivered.

.Mr. Prince, one of the :Membersappointed to forward
the Continental Powder to Cambridge, informed this Con-
gress that the wagoners here employed in the Continental
service, going to Cambridge with the Continental Powder,
said they cou]d not proceed without some money to defray
their expenses. That he had advanced to the three wa-
goners who went off with loaded wagons this morning
twel)ty Pounds on account, in part of their pay; that the
other three wagoners who are to set off this afternoon, ex-
pect to receive the like sum in advance.

Therefore, Ordered, That Peter V. E. Livingst01f,Esq.
advance to Mr. Samuel Princ~ the sum of forty Pounds on
account, in part of the hire of the wagoners carrying Con-
tinental Gunpowder to Cambridge, and that the Treasurer
take Mr. Prince's receipt for' the same, and charge it to
Continental account.

.

The Congress were informed by Colonel ft-IcDougall that
General Lee has received Letters from General TVashington
and General Greerte, in substance giving information that
General Howe is removing their spare and heavy can.non
and hO\vitzers from Bunker's Hill on board of transports;
that the traJ,lsports are drawn up' to the wharves; and that
the officers' baggage are taken on board of the trans-
ports; and that it is probable that the Ministerial Troops
will soon leave Boston. Colonel ltlcDougall is requested
to obtain extracts in writing from Major-General Lee, of
such parts of the said Letters as may be necessary to be cO,n-

sidered by Congress; and that Mr. Sm£th, Colonel LoU,
Mr. Hobart, and Colonel Van Cortlandt, be a Committee
to take such extracts into consideration, and report thereon
to this Congress what they shall think necessary to be done,
and that they report with all convenient speed.

Die Lun"" 3 ho. P. M., March 4, 1776.
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Van

Zandt, Mr. Hallett, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Beckman, Mr.
Stoutenburgh, Colonel Loft, Mr. Smith, Mr. Prince, Cap-
tain Denning, Colonel McDougall.

FOR ALBANy.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Yates, Colonel
Nicoll; (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston, Mr. 110-
barto

FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. A. Bancker.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.)
FOR WEsTcHEsTER.-Colonel G. Drake, Major Lock-

wood.
FOR DeTcHEss.-Colonel M. Graham, Colonel P. Ten

Broeck, Mr. G. Livingston.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR CHARLoTTE.-Colonel John Williams.

The Report of the Committee to consider of and report
a plan for a further emission of Paper Currency, was taken
into further consideration, and read; and, being again read
paragraph by paragraph, was in many instances altered and
amended, and, those amendments agreed to, it was ordered
to remain for further consideration until to-morrow morning.

Mr. Yates reported that Captain Denning and himself,
with the assistance of Dr. Treat, had viewed the hOlIse on
Freshwater-Hill, where John .Fowler lately dwelt, with
two bams adjoining; that Dr. Treat highly approved of
the said house and barns for an Hospital; that they had con-
tracted for the said house and bams, &c., for the rent of
seventy Pounds fl;om the 1st day of ltlay next; the said
rent 'to be paid quarterly to the present tenants; or their
order.

This Congress hereby approves of and ratifies the said
contract, and assumes the same as the contract of this Con-
gress.

A Letter from Major-General Lee, bearing date this day"
was read apd filed, and is in the words following, to wit:

"
March 4, 1776.

"
SIR: The letters I received last night from the Com-

mander-in-Chief and General Greene, were unfortunately
thrown into the fire. But, according to my best recollec-
tion, the -rea,sons given by the Generals for surmising, or
rather concluding that it was the intention of the ~nemy to
evacuate Boston, were these. That they had withdrawn
their mortars and heavy cannon from Bunker's Hill and
Charlestown; that their transports were hauled into the
wharves; that some people who had left the town lately,
declared that the officers' baggage was sent on board; in
short, it is from every circumstance concluded, by those who
are before the place, and those who have lately left the
place, that they are soon to abandon Boston, and that, con-
sequently, they will attempt to establish themselves here.

"May I, sir, take the liberty to express my uneasiness
on a subject which is lpore properly a matter of considera-
tion for the Congress--the liberation of the notorio,us ene-
mies to liberty and their country, on giving bonds for their
good behaviour, appears to me, in our present situation, ex-
tremely ill imagined. It is so far from a security, that it is
rather adding virus to their malignancy. The first body of
troops that arrives will cancel those bonds. Some vigorous,
decisive )llode must now be adopted, of discovering on whom
you may depend, on whom not. The crisis will admit of
no procrastination. I cannot, therefore, help wishing, for
the common safety and the honour of this Province in par-
ticular, that some test may be immediately offered, that we
may be enabled to distinguish our friends from our foes.
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The latter must not, and cannot, be suffered to remain within
your walls, to co-operate with those without, in working
your destruction.

" I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient
servant,

"CHARLES LEE.

"
To Colonel Woodhull, President of the Provincial Con-
gress."

.

Mr. Hobart, from the Committee appointed to consider
of the intelligence received from Major-General Lee by his
Letters above-mentioned, delivered in their Report, which was
read; and the same being read a second time, paragraph by
paragraph, and amended, was approved of, and unanimous-
ly agreed t(},in the words following, to wit:

.

Your C.ommittee beg leave to report the following Re-
solves :

1st. That a Magazine of Provisions and Military Stores
be established in the County of l¥Cstchester.

2d. That the Deputies of Westchester County purchase
and deposite in different Stores in that County tw.elve hun-
dred barrels of good salted Pork, wherever it is to be bought,
and that the said salted Pork be repacked and pickled by a
sworn packer of New- York; and that the Deputies of Al-
bany County purchase eighteen hundred and fifty bushels
of good Peas, and send them to the Deputies of Westches-
ter County, to be by them stored in the same manner.

3d. That a Letter be written to the proprietors of the
Powder-Mills in this Colony, requesting them to use all pos-
sible diligence in mal}ufilCturing that article, arid to inform
the Congress what quantity they have now on hand, what
stock of materials they have by them, and what quantity
they can supply weekly.

4th. That Circular Letters be written to the several
Colonels of the Minute-men and Militia in this Colony,
from the County of Albany to the soutbward, ordering them
to hold their respective Regiments in readiness to march
with their Arms, Accoutrements, Blankets, and five days'
Provision, on the first notice of an invasion.

5th. That Colonel Lasher and Colonel Heyer, and the
Colonels of the different Regiments of Militia in the City
and County of New- York, be ordered to examine into the
state of their respective Regiments, with respect to the
number of Men, Arms, Accoutrements, and Ammunition,
'and report thereon forthwith.

6th. That a Letter be written to the Commite~s of
Southampton and Easthampton, in Suffolk County, request-
ing them to station men at the most convenient places in
that County, to give the earliest notice of the arrival of a
Fleet upon the coast; and that upon the first appearance
of a Fleet, they despatch an express immediately to this
Congress, or the Committee of Safety of this Colony, with
an account of the number and size of the Ships, and the
course they steer.

7th. That the Light-House at Sandy-Hook be disman-
tled, the Lantern rendered useless, and all the Oil and Lamps
taken and carried to some place of safety at a proper dis-
tance.

8th. That-(postponed.) "
9th. That a Letter be wrltten to the Provincial Congress

of New-Jersey, transmitting them a copy of the Extracts of
Letters to General Lee, and requesting them to order their
Minute-men and Militia to hold themselves is readiness to
march on the first notice of an invasion.

Resolved, That the Congress does agree with their Com-
mittee in the said Report.

But as some of the Resolves therein reported are very
important,

Ordered, That the said Report be reassumed and read
to-morrow morning when the House is full; and a charge of
secrecy as to the Light-House was given from the Chair.

A draft of a Circular Letter to the several Colonels of
the Minute-men and Militia of this Colony, was read and
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

"In Provincial Congress, New-York, March 4, 1776.

SIR: This accompanies the resolve of CongI;ess, re-
questing. you to hold your regiment in readiness to march
at a moment's warning. Weare apprehensive that the
Ministerial Army in Boston may attempt to land in this
Colony in a short time: Y pur zeal for the publick cause,

we trust, will stimulate you and the officers under your
command to use all possible diligence to comply with this
resolution. We have .only to add, that no time sbould be
lost in executing this order, and that you forthwith return
to this Congress, or the Committee of Safety, the present
state of your regiment, as to number of men, arms, accou-
trements, and ammunition; and that, if the Minute Regi-
ments do not compose one-fourth part of the Militia of your
County, you are hereby ordered to cause the Minute Regi-
ments to be completed agreeable to the rules and orders of
this Congress of the 20th December last.

.

Weare, sir, with esteem, your very humble servants.
By order:

NATHANIEL WOODHULL, Pres{deni.

Ordered, That the Secretaries get one hundred copies
of the said Letter neatly printed, with a copy of the fourth
Resolution, above reported, which was unanimously agreed
to, printed at the foot of each Letter, and to have them
ready by to-morrow m0l11ing at the meeting of this Con-
gress.

A draft of a Letter to the owners of the two Powder-
Mills in this Colony, was read and, approved of, and is in
the words following, to wit: '

,

In pf(;wincial Congress, N ew-York; March 4, 1776.'

SIR: The Provincial Congress requests that you will
immediately inform them what quantity of Gunpowder you
have on hand, what stock of materials you are furnished
with, and how much powder you can manufacture per
week.

I am, sir, your humble servant.
By order.

Ordered, That one copy thereof be engrossed and
signed by' the President, and directed and sent to Henry
Wisner, Jun., Esq., and another copy thereof directed to
John R. Livingston, Esq., owners of the Powder-Mills in
this Colony.

'

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Easthampton
and to the Committee of Southampton, was read and ap-
proved of, and ig in the words following, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, New-York, March 4,1776.

SIR: This covers a resolution of Congress directing the
Committees of East and Southampton to station suita hIe
persons on the mQst proper places {or observing the ap-
proach of a fleet.

From some intelligence we have receiveq there is reason
to expect that the British Army are about to leave Boston;
and as it is probable that they may attempt to take posses-
sion of this Colony, weweretore entreat you to use all pos-
sible despatch to carry tliis resolve into execution.

Weare your humble servants.
By order of Congress.

To John Chatfield, Esq., Easthampton; to Thomas Co~per,
Esq., Southampton.

Ordered, That two copies thereof be engrossed and
signed by the President, and transmitted--on~ to John
Chatfield, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of Easthamfr"
ton, and the other to Thomas Cooper, Esq., Chairman of
the Committee of Southampton-and that a certified copy
of the sixth Resolve, reported by. the Committee on the
news received by General Lee, be enclosed in each of said
Lett*s.

Colonel ~McDougall infQrmed the Congress that the Co-
lony Artillery Company are much in want of clothing;
that Peter T. Curtenius has coarse blue cloth fit for the
purpose of making coats for the company; that he is willing
to spare the cloth for that purpose, if this Congress gives
an order to him for that purpose, that he may charge it in
his accounts; and that the price of the said clothing may
be retained out of the pay of the men, respectively, who
shall receive the same. '.

Ordered, That Peter T. Curteni~s deliver to Captain-
Lieutenant James .Moore a sufficient quantity of the said
Coarse Blue Cloth to make a Coat for each of ~is men;

And Ordered, That Captain-Lieutenant James Moore,
or the Paymaster of the said Company for the time being,
take care to deduct the expense of the said Coats ftlrnished
to each of the said lllen out of his Pay.
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. Die Martis, 10 ho. A. M., March 5,17'16.
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

. Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-Y'ORK.-Mr. Smith, Mr. Randall, Mr. Rut-

gers, Mr. E. Bancker, Mr. Prince, Colonel Loft. Major
Stoutenburgh, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Beekman, Captain
Denning, Mr. Hallett, Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall.

FOR ALBANy.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Yates,'Mr. Gan-
sevoort, Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Ho-
bart.

FOR KINa';;.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR' ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.)
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel M Graham, Colonel Ten

Broeck, Mr. G. Livingston.
FOR WEsTcHEsTER.-Colonel G. Drake, Major Lock-

wood, Colonel Van Cortlandt.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR ORANGE., Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR TRYON.-1Vfr. .Moore.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John WilliamS.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William William.~.

A Letter from Colonel Gilbert Budd, directed to Mr.
McKesson, one of the Secretaries, was read. He therein
requests perOiission for the b~arer to go on board of the
Ship Asia, to obtain a boat which has been privately taken
from him, and is supposed to be at the said ship. As Ma-
jor-General Lee has cut off an communication withsaicl
ship, and through his conduct and orders the passports of
this C;o?gress are of no avail, the Congress refused to give
permIssIon.

. A Letter from Captain William Barker, of Amenia Pre-
cint, in .Dutchess CQunty, was read and filed. He therein
states his difficulties about raising a Company in the Conti-
nentaJ service, and in understanding the Continental terms
of inlistment.. On the face of each of said Bills shall be impressed the

Orde~ed, That the saId Lew;-r be referred to the Me~- Arms of the City. of New- York, together with SJ1cbother
bers from Dutchess County to gIve an answer to CaptaIn device as the Committee appointed for that purpose shall
Barker.. direct. And the said Bills shall b~ in foml following:

The Congress took into consideration the application" This Bill ihall pass current in all payments in this
made by Mr. Gilbert Livingston, one of the Members, Colony for Spanish milled Dollars, or the value thereof in
yesterday, on behalf of Lieutenant Lee, with respect to gold or sih-er, according to the Resolution of the Provin-
some Minute-men, now in Colonel Sivartwout's Regiment, cial Congress of New- ~ork, on the 5th day of ltlarch,
which he claims to have inlisted for the Continental service 1776."
before they inlisied in Captain Clark's Company of Mi- E:J;:ceptingthose of the d~nomination of two-thirds of a
nllte-men. Dollar, which shall be in the form following:

A LE'tter .received from Colonel Swartwout yesterday" This Bil1 shall pass current in all payments in this
was read and filed. He therein alleges that those Minute- Colony for five Shilhngs and four Pence, being equal to
men were inlisted in Captain Clark's Company before Mr. two-tIiirds of a Spanish milled Dollar, or the value thereof
Lee had any warrant, and that, therefore, his regiment has in gold or silvt:r, according to the Resolution of the Pro-
the preference to their service; but that h~ is cheerfully vincial Congress of New- York, on the 5th day of ~Iarch,
willing that they enter into the Continental service when 1776." .

his regimentis discharged. .. And also, excepting those of one-third of a Dollar,
Thereupon, Ordered, That the- Recruiting Officers for whiGh shall be in form following:

the Continental service, who are employed in that busi- "Thi;; Bill shall pass current in all payments in this
ness by virtue of warrants from this Congress, be allowed to Colony for two Shillings and. eight Pence, being equal to
inlist men from any of the Regiments of Minute-roen in one-third of a Spanish milled Dollar, or the value thereof
this Col~ny; but, however, under the following restrictions in gold or silver, according to the Resolution of the Pro-
with respect to the Minute Regiments now in actual service vincial Congress of New- York, on the 5th day of M«rch,
in this City and its environs: That no man shall be allow- 1776." .'
ed to leave the Minute service tilIthe time of their inlist- Also, excepting those of one-fourth of a Dollar, which
ment as Minute-men is expired, or they are discharged from shall be in form following: ._
the present service, or until the commanding Officer of the" This Bill shall pass current in all payments '""in this
Continental service at this post shall think it necessary for Colony for two Shillings, being equal to one-fourth of 'a
thepubIick. scrvic~ that they should joi!l their respective ~panish mill~d Dollar, or the, value thereof ~n ,gold or
RegIments li;ltowluch they shal1have mhsted. sIlver, accordmg to the ResolutIOn of the Provlllcml Con-

The Report of the Comrilittee on General Lee's Letter, gress QfNew- y'odc, on the 5th day of ~a~ch, 1776." ,

relative to the Ministerial Army preparing to leave Boston, Also, exceptI.ng those of. the denomm~tlon of one-sIxth

as entered on th~ Minutes of yesterday afternoon, was again of
~

Do~lar, :whlch shall be III form,faIlowmg: . . .
read. The Congress approves thereof, and an-ain an-rees TIm BIll sh~ll. pass current m all ~ayments In th15

with their Committee therein and confirms the ~ame
0 Colony for one ShIllIng and four Pence, bemg equal to one-

Ordered That the Com~ittee who broun-ht in the said sixth of a Spanish milled Dollar, or the value thereof in

Report on 'General Lee's Letter and Mr.oRandall bea gold or silver, according to the Resolution of the Provincial

Committee to carry the seventh of said Resolutions of that Congress of N~w- Yor~, on the 5~h day Qf March, 1776:"

Committee. into execution Also, exceptIng those of one-eIghth of a Dollar, whICh
. _.' . . .. shall be in fQrmfollowing:A charge was gIven from the ChaIr to keep the matter" This bill shall

P
.
'ass current II). all Paymei'lts in this

of the seventh Resolve secret. 1 r. Sl ' I
.

b
. .. '_ . .. Co any lor. one IIhng, emg equal to one-eIghth of. a

The Congress then resumed the consideration of tIle plan Spanish mjJ]ed Dollar, or the value thereof in gold or silver,
FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. V. 2~ .

for a further emission of Bills to the amount of fifty-five
thousand Pounds; and the same being read by paragraphs,
amended and agreed to, is in the words fol1O\"ing, to wit:

Whereas it is probable that a further emission of Bill~
of Credit of this Colony, not exceeding fifty-five thousand
Pounds, will soon be necessary to discharge the debts in-
curred by this Colony, and to defray the expenses which
may arise in making prbvision for the further safety and de-
fence thereof; it is their opinion that an emission to the
above-mentioned amount be prepared for signing, upon the
following plan, to wit: That one hund~ed and thirty-seven
thousand five hundred Dollars be struck, amounting to the
said sum of fifty-five thousand Pounds, New- York currency,
to be StInk in manner following, to wit:

$45,833t, being! thereof, on or before 1st ltfarch, 1779,
45,833;}, being! thereof, on or before 1st ltlarch, 1780,
45,833 k, being t thereof, on or before 1st ltlnrch, 1781.

$137,500.
Resolved, That Bills of Credit, to the said amount of

one hundred and thirty-seven thousand and five hundred
Dollars, be immediately printed, of the following denomina-
tions, to wit: .

2,350 Bills of 10 Dollars, is -$23,500
2,350 Bills of 5 Dollars, is 11,750
2,350 Bills of 3 Dollars, is - - 7,050
2,850 Bills of 2 Dollars, is - - 4,700

80,000 Bills of 1 Dollar, is - - 30,000
80,000 Bills of ~. Dollar, is 20,000
80,000 Bills of t Dollar, is 15,000
30,000 Bills of t Dollar, is 10,000
30,OQO Bills of t Dollar, is 7,500
30,000 Bills of i Dollar, is 5,000
24,000 Bills of t Dollar, is 3,000

--
$137,500
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according to the Resolution of the Provincial Congress of
New- York, on the 5th day of March, 1776."

Which Bills, under the value of two Dollars, amounting'
',to thirty-six thousand two hundred Pounds, shall be num-
'hered by . . . . . . . . and signed by any two of them,
(the said signers,) respectively; to be delivered by them to
Mr. Isaac Roosevelt, to be by him delivered to the Treasurer
of this Congress, or the Committ:e of Safety, as soon as
finished.

And all the Bills of a higher denomination than one Dol-
lar, being the further sum of eighteen thousand eight hun-
dred Pounds, be delivered unsigned into this Congress, to
remain subject to the future disposal of this Con~ress, or of
the Committee of Safety, if they shall be authorized by
this Congress to dispose thereof.

Colonel ~IcDougall dissents to the above clause.

Resolved, secondly, That the said Signers, or any two of
them, are hereby directed and requested, upon the delivery
of the said Bills to them by the Printer of the same, to
cause to be administered to him by the President of this
Congress, or the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, the
follov.ring Oath: ,

"I, A. B., do solemnly swear, that from the time the
letters were set and fit to be put in the press for printing the
Bills of Credit now by me delivered to you, until the Bills
were printed, and the letters afterwards distributed into the
boxes, I went at no time Qut of the room in which the said
letters were, without locking them up, so that they could
not be come at without violence or a false key, or other art
unknown to me ; and therefore, to the best of my knowledge,
no copies were printed off but in my presence; and that all
the blotters and other papers whatsoever, impressed by the
said letters whilst set for printing the said Bills, to the best
of my knowledge, are here delivered to you, together with
the stamps; and in all things relating to this aftair I have
demeaned myself honestly amI faithfully, to the best of my
knowledge and understanding, so help me God."

Resolved, thirdly, That such person as Mr. Isaac Roose-
velt shall agree with, shall engage so many Stamp's for the
said Bills, with such Devices, and so many Stamps for the
Anns of the. City of New- York, as he shall direct; which
Engraver shall take the following Oath, to wit:

"I, A. B., do solemnly swear, that I have not engraved
more plates than I delivered to Mr. Isaac Roosevelt, as direct-
ed by the Provincial Congress of New- York, of the like kind
or in imitation of the same; neither have I kept a copy or
copies, draft or drafts of the said plates; neither will I en-
grave more of the like kind without the order of the Pro-
vincial Congress, or the House of Assembly of the Colony
of New- York; and shall deliver them to the said Mr. Isaac
Roosevelt, who shall deliver them unto Samuel Lowden,
Printer, or such other Printer as shall be directed by this
Congress or the Committee of Safety, and take his receipt
for the same." .~. '. . ,

And when the said Samuel Lowdon, 0.1"suchother Prin tel'
as shall be employed, has completed and finished the printing
the quap.tity and sorts of bills hereby directed to be struck, he
shall redeliver the said stamps to the said Mr. Isaac Roose-
velt, which shall be sealed with the several seals of the said
Isaac Roosevelt, and the President of the Provincial Con-
gress, or the Chairman of the Committee of Safety of this
Colony, and deposited in the office of the Secretary of this
Congress, until the further order of this or some future Con-
gress ~f this £;olony. The receipt of the said Isaac Roose-
velt to the said Sarn11£lLowdon, or such other Printer, shall
be a sufficient voucher for su~h delivery.

- Resolved, That this Congress unanimouslyagreeswith
their Committee in their said Report, and confirms the
same.

Die Martis, 4. ho. P. M. March 5,1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-YPRK.-Mr. Scott, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Hallett,

. Mr. Smith, Colonel Lott, Mr. Randall, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr.
Beckman, Mr. Van Cortlandt, Colonel ~fcDougall.

FOR ALBANY.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. A. Yates, Mr.
Gansevoort, Colonel Nicoll, (on service.) .

FOR SUF;FOLK.-Generai Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Gel-
stQU.

FOR WESTCHESTER.-Colonel G. Drake, Major LocK-
wood, Colonel Van Cortlandt.

FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,
(on service.)

FOR DUTcHEss.-Col. Ten Broeck, Col. M. Graham.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Covenhoven, Mr. Polhemus.
FOR RlcmIOND.-Mr. A. Bancker.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, C~lonel Allison.
FOR CHARLoTTE.-Colonel John Williams.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-ColoneI1f'illiam Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.

Mr. Smith, from the Committee appointed to confer with
Colonel Lasher. on the' mode best to be pursued for con-
tinuing the Guard to the Publick Records of this Colony:.
reported, that Colonel Lasher be ordered to provide 8.
Guard of forty-eight men out of his Battalion, to protect the
Records of this Colony; that that Guard be relieved from
time to time by detachments from his Battalion or Rei,ri..
ment, so as to give the different Companies in the Battalion

. their proper proportion of duty; and that twelve men of
such detachment be the proper Guard for twenty-four hours.

Resolved, That this Congress does agree with their said
Committee in the foregoiDg Report.

The Congress took into consideration the state of the
Militia in Queen's County, and determined that it would be
requisite to have the £I'iends to the liberties of their country
there, and particularly those Companies already formed, pro..
perly regimented:

Thereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Hobart draw and report
a draft of a Letter to Colollel Blackwell, and such other
persons in that County as may be thought necessary.

Colonel David ltEu.7ford, of the Second Regiment in
Suffolk County, pursuant to the Regulati0l!-s of the Pro..
vincial Congress of this Colony, returned to Brigadier-Ge..
neral 1Voodhull. a, statement of his Regiment; which was
read and filed. He thereby returns his Regiment to consist
of nine Companies, and the following number of Officers
and men, to wit: One Colonel; one Lieutenant-Colonel;
two Majors, to wit: First and Second Majors; nine Cap..
tains; eighteen Lieutenants; nine Ensigns; one Adjutant;
one Quartermaster; one Sergeant-Major; one Drum-Major;
thirty-six Sergeants; nine Drummers; nine Fifers, and six
hundred and seventy Privates. And in the said Return all
the Officers, down to the Sergeants, (Lieutenants and En..
signs excepted,) are particularly named.

An application from the Committee of King's County,
signed by Englebert Lott, pro tern:. Clerk, was rea,d and
filed. They thereby set forth that they had agreed to allow
their Deputies six Sbillings per day, each, for every day of
their attendance; and request that they may be paid out of
the Provincial Treasury, and charged as money advanced to
the Committee of King's County, which they will ,hereafter
satisfy.

Debates aros.e thereon, and the said application was £Ie..
ferred for the present.

Colonel Peter Ten Broeck, from the Committee of War,
according to order, reported a draft of Instructions for the
Barrackmaster; which was read and filed, and is in the
words following; to wit:

Instructions for the Barrackmaster.

The Committee appointed to consider of, and draft a set
of Instructions for the Barrackmaster, reported the follow..
ing, viz :

That the Field-Officers of each corps in this Colony be
supplied with one room. The Captains, with the Subaherns
of each Company, together with the Quartermaster and
Adjutant, to be entitled to a room between each two.

The Officers' rooms of the said corps to be furnished each
with one pair-andirons, one pair tongs, one table, two chairs,
and one candlestick.

For every room for Non-Commissioned Officers and Sol-
diers of the said corps, each room to contain twenty men,
ten cribs, ten bed-cases, and ten bolsters, to be filled with
straw every three months, two iron pots, two trammels, one
pair tongs, one wood axe, one iron candlestick, Qne table,
two benches, and one bucket.

And with fire-wood, as foll~)\vs, viz:. .
For every room for Officers, Non-Commissiooed Officers

and Privates, from the 1st day of October to the 1st of
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April, three-eighths of a cord of wood per week for each
room so occupied as aforesaid; and for five weeks pre-
ceding the 1st October, and five weeks after the 1st April,
three-sixteenths of a cord of wood per week; and for the
remaining sixteen weeks, one-eighth of a cord per week.

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius supply the Barrack.
master with cases for Straw Beds for the Companies of
Militia as they arrive in this City, to be employed in the
service; and that the Barrackmaster supply the said Militia
with Barrack necessaries. .

This Report being again read, paragraph by paragraph, the
Congress agrees with their CQmmittee in the said Report.

A Letter, with two long postscripts thereto, from Samuel
Gale, Esq., Clerk of Cumberland County, dated at Fair-

field, 29th February, directed to Mr. John ~[cKesson, (;>ne
of the Secretaries, and sent by Mr. Sturges, the Deputy
Sheriff and Jailer, to be laid before this Congress, and the
bearer to wait for an answer, was read. The Congress were
informed by one of the Secretaries, and by what is therein
S\3tforth, that the said Samu€l Gale was lately seized in this
City at his own house in the night, and conveyed to a
Guard-House at the upper Barracks, where the Troops from
Connecticut are quartered; that from thence he was soon
after conveyed to Fairfield Jail, in Connecticut, where he is
now in close confinement in a common Jail, and in very un-
comfortable circumstances. The Congress being further in-
formed, by djffi~rent persons, that this was without any trial.or
adjudication of any Congress or Committee, or other judges
whatever, conceive that it is a wanton act of military power,
inconsistent with that liberty for which the Colonists are con-
tending, and highly culpable in those who procured and
those who ordered said Samuel Gale to be seized and car-
ried away.

Thomas Sm);th, Esq., delivered in the Affidavit of Joseph
Cheesman,~as to some inimical expressions of Colonel Wa-
terbury against this City, which is in the words following,
to wit:

"City of NEW-YORK, ss.
"Joseph Cheesman, of the City of New- York, Shopkeeper,

being duly sworn, deposeth and s;lith, that this day being on
board of a boat in Peck's Slip, he heard Colonel Waterbury
SilY, that he had for spme time thought that things would
not go well, unless the City of New-York was crushed
down, and that it must be done by their people before things
would go well; and further this deponent saith not. c

"JosEPH CHEESMAN.
"Sworn this 2d of _"March,1776, before me,

.

"ABRAHAMBRASHER, Justice of Peace."
Mr; Smith also delivered in the Affidavit of John Somer-

indyck, stating the violent acts of some of the soldiers,
and the impudent conduct of some officers therein men-
tioned; and, aJso, the Affidavits of Isaac Bell, Josiah Le
Contre, Elias Nixen, and John Jones, setting forth different
i~stances of the Tr09ps stationed in this City firing at the
boats, and the people on board, in coming to and going
from the wharves and markets in this City; which were read
and filed. ,

Mr. Smith li1rther informed the Congress, that Mr. John
Richards had ~ld him that a number of shot were dis-
charged, about eleven or twelve o'clock this morning, at a
New-Jersey sloop or boat, when departing homeward fium
this City. .

Ordered, That Abraham Yates and Thomas Smith, Es-
quires, be a Committee to make inquiry as to the reasons of
the treatment of Samuel Gale, Esq., and to prepare a draft
of a Letter to Major-General Lee on that subject; and, also,
on the subject of the Troops firing on the people in boats,
passing and repassing to,apd from thewbarves and markets
m this City.

A Letter from Mr. John Foster to Mr. John ~IcKesson,*
. SouTnA~PToN,February 28, 1776.'-::"Sm:I have engaged tow-

cloth near to the amount of the sum I received for that purpose, but
have been obliged to give him from two shillings and two pence to two
shillings and three pence per yard, as it could not be bought under;
and shall forward the same as soon as I can get it together, which will
be by the next boat I expect. I should be obliged to you to let me know
the sense of the Congress, whether they would have me purchase any
more at that price or not. If there be any prospect of trade to any part,
I must beg you will give me the earliest intelligence you can, which will
be esteemed a particular favour done.

Your humbLe servant;

To John McKesson, Esq.

Jail:!! FOSTER.

one of the Secretaries, dated Southampton, on the 28th day
of February, was read. He thereby informs that he could
not purchase Tow~C]oth at less than two shillings and two
pence and two shillings apd three pence per yard; that he
had purchased at that rate tothe amount of the money ad-
vanced to him by the Committee of Safety; and request-
ing to know whether he should go on to purchase more at
the same rates..

,

Ordered, That Mr. McKesson write to Mr. Foster, and
inform him that he will please to continue to purchase for
this Congress Tow-Cloth at the prices mentioned in his
Letter, and to forward the same by safe conveyances to Mr.
Curtenius.

Die Mercurii, 10 ho. A. M., March 6, 1776.
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General TVoodhull, President.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Colonel Lott, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Beek-

man, Mr. lIallett, Mr. Smith, Mr. Randell, Mr. Van
Zandt, ColonellUcDougall.

FOR ALEANY.-Mr. A. Yates, Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel
Nicoll, (on service,) General Ten Broeck.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Ho-
bart.

FOR ORANGE.-ColoneII-Iay, Colonel Allison.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.) ,

FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broec7c, Colonel j}Iorris
Graham, Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Major Schenck.

FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. A. Bancker.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-lVIajor Lockwood, Colonel Cortlandt,

Mr. Thomas, Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel Joseph
Drake.

FOR KING's.-Mr. Covenhoven, Mr. Polhemus.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. ~Ioore.
FOR CUlIIBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John Williams.

A Member ,in behalf of Abraham Livingston, asked leave
to take up the floor in the Powder-House, for the purpose of
taking out the earth to make Saltpetre.

Agreed, That Mr. Livingston have leave when all the
Powder is out. '

.

Mr. Nicholas Low attended, and informed the Commit-
tee that a Vessel was arrived with about fifteen hundred
pounds of Gunpowder, c~nsigned to him for sale.

Ordered, That Mr. Hallett and Mr. Randall be a Com-
mittee to agree wiih Mr. Low about the price of said Pow-
der, and purchase the same in behalf of this Congress. .

A Petition of John Pell, praying leave to export some
Salt to New-Jersey. Rejected unanimously.

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius furnish a suitable num-
ber of wooden Bowls and Sp09ns to the four Regiments
raising in this Colony.

Ordered, That Mr. Livingston and Mr. Berrien call on
the Engineer, and get his directions relative to the Cannon.
o\,dered to Canada.

A draft of a Letter to Genera] Lee was read and ap-
proved, and is in the words following, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, New-York, March 6, 1776.

SIR: We have now under consideration the case of Mr.
Samuel Gale, who was lately apprehended in this~ty by a
military guard, and conveyed lo Fairfield, in the Colony of
Connecticut, where he now is in close cpnfinement. Weare
wholly ignorant of the nature of the charge brought aO"ainst
him, or: the cause of his commitment, and should be glad to
be informed thereof, that proper steps may be taken either
for his discharge or punishment.

It may pot be improper to remind you,' sir, that the right
of apprehending, trying, and punishing citizens who violate
the resolutions of Congress, or act inimical to the liberties
of America, is, by the Continental Congress, delegated to
the Provincial Conventions in the respective Colonies. This
right we think it our duty to insist upon as essential to the
security of our constituents. We hold ourselves ready to
co-operate with you in every measure that may be thought
necessary to promote the common cause of the Continent, .

and to frustrate the arbitrary designs of a wicked Ministry; .

at the same time it becomes us, as faithful guardians of the
*
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people, to protBct the liberty and property of our constitu-
ents as much as possible in our present unhappy situation.
Weare sensible of the many difficuJties you have to strug-
gle with while commanding an undisciplined soldiery; but
we flatter ourselves their irregularities win be checked upon
proper information. This consideration, sir, induces us. to
inform you that the Port-Guards continue to 'fire upon the
boats coming to and going from this city, for the purpose of
supplying the inhabitants with provisions and other nec.es-
saries. If this practice is continued, we are apprehensive
it will greatly distress the inhabitants, render it .in~possible to
.provide for the troops, and prevent our Commissary from
supplying the magazine we are now establjshi~g for ~he
Continental Army. We therefore entreat you, Sir, to give
such orders to the Port-Guards as will prevent such incon-
veniences for the futnre.

Weare, with esteem, your obedient servants.
By order.

To Major-General Lee.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, signed by
the President, and transmitted.

Mr. Hallett and Mr. Randall reported that Mr. LolO de-
manded thirty Pounds per hundred weight for his Powder,
with permission to export produce at the rate of forty Pounds
for each hundred weight.

The Congress directed Mr. Hallett and Mr. Randall to
purchase the Gunpowder as cheap as they can agree; but
if Mr. Low should insist op thirty Pounds for the pur-
chase money, that he be allowed to export produce only to
the same amount.' .

A Letter from General Lee was received and read, and
is in the wordsfollowing,to wit: '. .

. ,"New-York, March 5,1776.

"
SIR: It is absolutely necessary that Colonel T¥ard

should be supplied with the necessary brush for fascines,
wood for pickets, and other timber, to complete the works
I have directed on Long-Island. It is my wish these ma-
terials should be supplied in the most easy way to the in-
habitants, and that the utmost justice be done them. It is
impossible for me to attend to the regulation of this matter,
and therefore must desire the Congress of New- York will
take proper measures to conduct this matter, which I doubt
not will forward the service.

"
CHARLES LEE, JJfajor-General.

f' To the President of the Congress of New- York."

, Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to the Committee of King's
County was read and approved, and is in the words follow-
ing, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, New-York, March 6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: General Lee having informed us that Colo-
nel Ward will want wood and timber to enable him to carry
on the fortifications now erecting in your County, we recOm-
mend to you to assist in furnishing him with these articles;
for which the proprietors of the lands £I'om whence those
articles may be taken may rest assured they will receive
the like satisfaction as will be allowed to the proprietors of
lands in the City and County of New- York, who have fur-
nished those articles for the fortifications erecting in and
near this City. The known zeal of the inhabitants of King's
County, to promote the publick cause, we doubt not will
stilllulateJhem to promote this necessary work.

'Ve are, gentlemen, your very humble servants.
By order.

To the Chairman and Members of the Committee of King's
County.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted immediately.

The Congress then proceeded to hear the examinations
of the persons concerned in spiking the Cannon beyond
King's Bridge, and which were take/l in the Committee of
Safety, fully read.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Colonel Waterbury be re-
quested to send down William Lownsberry and the other
persons. confined in the upper Banacks, for making Spikes
and spiking up the Cannon beyond King's Brid<re, in We$t-
chester County, to this Congress, at the City-Hall, at fi.ve
JJ'clock this afternoon, under a proper guard.

The Congress adjourned to four o'clock, P. M.

Die Mercurii, 4 ho. P. 1\1., March 6, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: General Woodhull, President.

FOR NEw-YoRIL-Mr. Cortlandt, Mr. Beekman, Captain
Dennin~, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Van Zandt, Colonel.itlc-
Dougall, M[~jorStoutenburgh.

FOR ALBANy.-Mr. Gansevoort, Mr. Yates, General Ten
Broec7c,Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Ho-
bart. _

FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Colonel Joseph Drake, 1\1a.1orLpck-
wood, Colonel Gilbert Drake, Mr. Thomas, Colonel Cort-
landt.

FOR OJlANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.)
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Covenhoven.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeclc, Colonel Graham,

Major Schenck.
FOR RICInIOND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William TY~lliams.
FOR CHARLoTTE.-ColoneI John Williams.
FOR TRYON.-Mr. ltloore.

Mr. Benson (one of the Secretaries) infoDned Congress
that he had waited on General Lee with the regulations'
for supplying the Ships-of-War and the Governour's Ship
with Pr(n~sions; that General Lee was pleased to-give, for
answer: "That he was to resign the command here to Lord
Stirlin~ this night; but that if he were to continue, he would
not co'nsent .to supply them with any Provisions, as they
were at open war with us; that he_ hoped Lord Stirling
would be of the same opinion; that his instructions from
the Continental Congress were, to use every means in his
power for the defence of the City." ~.

A draft of a Letter to Edward W. Kiers was read and
-approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

_ In Provincial Congres., the glorioU3 6th March, 1776.

Weare informed by Colonel Hay that you have in your
possession a quantity of gunpow"der, which you refuse to sell
to such of the inhabitants of your place that would wantorlly
sport it away. We hiuhly approve of your conduct; but.
as we now are in expe~tatio/l that the Ministerial Troops at
Boston will soon abandon that town, and attempt to land ill
this city. we request that you will sell to Colonel Hay's
Regiment one-half pound of powder to every man when they
are ready to march, and return to the Colonel the names of
such persons as you have supplied.

Weare, sir, yours, &c.

To Edward. William Kias, Esq., Merchant, IIaverstraw,
Orange County.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted.

T¥illiam Lownsberry, and the other Prisoners, pursuant to
the order of this morning, were respectively brought to the
bar, and examined. The examinations are as follows, to
wit:

Tf'illiam Lownsberry says: That the first mover, or mo..
vers, of spiking the Cannon, were Joshua Gidney and &r..
rell; that they had seventy or eighty spikes made, a.nd went
dow:n, and found so many Cannon, that it \Vas not w0:th
while; that he had no copversation with any person on ~llIp"
board on that subject; that he does not know who spiked
up the lar(Te parcel of Guns. Asked what business he had
to the ho~se of a gentleman of fortune in his County the
day before the Canno)1 was spiked; answered, thjlt he went
to Colonel Phillips's the day before, to know whether he
would set up- again as a Representative; that he. set off fro!11
home with an intention to spike the Guns, or disarm them;
that the following persons were with him, viz: Josh:ua Gid..
ney, William Haines, Josiah Burrell, Thomas Hames, and
James Haines, Jun.; that they took sledges to knock the
arms off; that his reason for disabling the Cannon was, t~at,
as the New-England people had done several acts winch
he thou(Tht harsh, he wanted to prevent the Guns being used
on any Fortifications that might be built near King's Bridge,
as they wO\lld then be between ~wo fires; that he never wa:,
promised any re\vard for that busmess; that he engaged only
with Joshua Gidney; that Joshua Gidney engaged the other
persons; that he was in bed when the other persons escaped;
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that Burrell spoke to him two days before about spiking the
Guns, and that he told him he did not think any person
would make the spikes; that one of the company took one
sledge out of Benjamin Flandereau's shop; that another was
got when they were at John Gidney's; that the company
had greatcoats and caps on, except himself, who had not a
cap on.

Isaac Gidney says: That Lownsberry came to him and
asked him to make one hundred and odd hatchel teeth, out
of old files; that he told him that files were very unhandy
to work; that Lown$berry brought him small steel, and he
made him one hundred and four large hatchel teeth, as Mr.
Lownsberry ordered him, and, by his orders, hardened them;
that Joshua Gidney took them from his shop; that Joshua
Gidney lives within forty rods of him, and Lown$berry one
half mile out of the country road; that he never made any
other hatchel teeth so large; that they were not filed;
tha't, when asked why they were made so large, they told
him it was no matter; that he heard of no agreement be-
tween Lowngberry and Gidney; that he made about sixty
hatchel teeth for Burrell, the week before, of a smaller size
than Lowns~erry's; that Burren does not raise any flax.

Joseph Yurdy: That he did not know, when he made
the teeth, what use they were for; that Gidney told him
they were for hatchel teeth; that he does not know how
many he made; that he assisted one spell in the evening,
and one spell in the afternoon; that some time after the
Guns were spiked, he asked Gidney if those teeth were not
for spiking the Guns, and he said, no ; that he thought them
short for haJ;chel teeth; that he asked for whom he was ma-
king them~nd that Purdy did not inform him; that what
he assisted to make were made out of small bars of sted ;
that he does not know who spiked any of the Cannon, except
what he has heard since he has been in confinement; that
one Duyckinck came into the guard-house, and told IIaines
he had spiked up the Cannon; that Thomas Efaines, or
Joshua Gidney, told him that James Haines, Jun., spiked
up all the Cannon.

Cornelius .McCartney says: He lives in Phinips's ~Manor,
'in Yonkers Township; that he usually keeps school; that
he does not know who spiked up the Cannon .at Valentine's;
that on TVednesday night, the 17th of January, he was at
Joseph Oakley's, and kept a night school there; that he
had some diJterence at a ratHe, and his scholars took his
part, and some of the company, out of spite, informed
against him, that he had been concerned in spiking the Can-
non; but that it was not true; that the dispute he had with
th6se people was about Whigancl Tory; that he was the
person called a Tory. On naming the families for whom
he !,aught school,

Cornelius McCartney was discharged.

Ordered, That William Lownsberry and the other Pri-
soners be remanded to their place of confinement, and kept,
respectively, in the same state of confinement as they were
heretofore kept, until further order.

Colonel ~II1cDougall's motion, for authorizing the County
. and District Committees to' purchase Blankets for the Troops
to be raised in this Colony, was taken into consideration. It
being thought expedient that the purchasing Arms should be
added to the Resolution:

Ordered, That the same be committed to Mr. Ho~art,
and that he report a draft of a ResolUtion (authorizing the
Committees to purchase Arms as well as Bla.nkets) with all
convenient speed.

A Letter from Stephen Ward, Esq., was read, and is in
the words following, to wit:

"March 5, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN: I hereby acquaint you that I have taken
an account from Captain Varian what the expense of guard-
ing the guns at Valentine's and Tflilliams's will be this week,
viz: One Captain, dne_Lieutenant, two Sergeants, one Cor-
poral, and fourteen Privates: six of the above men board ,at
ten shillings per week; and the others draw provisions from
the Commissary, with a guard-room and fire-wood, at three
pQunds per week, besides items-making, in the whole, about
twenty-six pounds; and last week it was considerably more.
And as Mr. David Barclay (who waits on you with this
letter) is willing to undertake to guard them with six men
beside himself, for half that expense, I take the liberty to
recommend him as a faithful man; and should you think

that .guard sufficient, and he appointed to that service, Cap-
tain Varian might be sent to the Fortification now erecting
at Hell-gate. All which I submit to YOUI'superior judg-
ment; and remain, gentlemen, your assured friend and hum-
ble servant,

"
S ' VTEPHEN t ARD.

-" P. S. If MI'. Barclay should be appointed to guard the
guns, he expects the fifty which are at Williams's to be
moved to the others near Valentine's. Mr. Tf'zlliams will
move them at two shillings each."

Ordered, That Colonel Joseph Drake and -:tVlr.Thomas ~
be a Committee to take the aforegoing Letter of Mr. Ward
into consideration, and report thereon with all speed.

Colonel Drake and Mr. Thomas delivered in their Re-
port; which, being read, is in the words following, to wit:

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the
Letter from Stephen T¥ard concerning the expenses of
guarding the cannon at Valentine's, do report-

1st. That it is unnecessary to continue the expensive
guard which hath been stationed to guard those cannon for
the time past. '

2d. That when the said cannon are all collected together
at Valentine's, then seven men would be sufficient to guard
said cannon.

3d. That we think David Barclay, who was recom-
mended by lVlr. Ward, is a suitable person to have the care
of said guard, and that thirteen pounds pel' week is not too
much for the whole expense.

Resolved and Qrdered, That David Barclay be, and he
is hereby, appointed to have the care and charge of the said
Guard, and that he be allowed thirteen Pounds pel' week
for the whole expense attending said Guard.

In Provincial Congress, New-York, March 6;1776.

GENTLEMEN: The bearer, Major William Malcom, is
going (by order of this Congress) to execute a commission
of very great importance to the publick service. The se-
crecy with which it is necessary this business should be con-
ducted renders it altogether improper for him to carry the
requisite assistance Ii'om hence. He will, therefore, call
upon you for such assistance as he may want, which we beg
you will afford him.

And we are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants.
By order. .

To the Committee of Inspection and Observation in New-
Jersey.

"New-York, March 6,1776.

"Sm: The Provincial Congress of this CQlony having
appointed us a Committee to concert measures for carrying
into execution their resolves of the 5th instant, for the dis-
mantling the Light-House at Sandy-Hook; we, reposing
especial trust and confidence in your abilties and zeal in the
common cause, have made choice of you for the execution
of that importent enterprise. We enclose you a certified
copy of the resolve for the purpose, and desire you will
conform as nearly as may be to the strict letter thereof.
You will please to call upon the Committee of 1Jfiddletown,
or such other place in New-Jersey as you shall judge most
propel', for the assistance you shall think necessary.

"Upon your arrival at Sandy-Hook, you will endeavour
to take the glass out of the lantern, and save it if possible;
but if you find this impracticable, you will break all the
glass. You' will also endeavour to pump the oil out of the
cisterns into casks, and bring it off; but if you should be
obstructed by the enemy, or not be able to procure casks,
you will pump it out on the ground. . In short, you will
use your best discretion to render tne Light-HousH entireJy'
useless.

"Weare, sir, your humble servants,

"
PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT,

"
ABRAHAM P. LOTT,

"
JOHN SLOSS HOBART.

"To Major ~Ialcom."

Die Jovis, 10 ho. A. M., Mareh 7, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brio-adier-GeneraI Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-YOR~.':-Mr. Smith, Mr. Beelcman, MI'. Evert

Bancker, MI'. Rutgers, Mr. Sands, MI'. Randall, Colo-
nel Lott, Mr. Van Zandt, ColoneI1J!cDougall.



/

347 NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, MARCH, 1776. 348

.

FOR AI.BANY.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Gansevoort, Colo-
nel Nicoll, (on service,) Mr. Abraham Yates.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Ho-
bart.

FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,
(on service.) .

FOR DUTcHE&S.-Colonel Ten Broeck, Colonel lUorrzs
Graham, Mr. Gilbert Livingston, Major &henck.

FOR ORAN"GE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR 'V ESTCHESTER.-Mr. Thomas, Colonel Gilbert Drake,

Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt, Major Lockwood, Colonel
Joseph Drake.

FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR RlcHMmn>.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR CUI\JBERLA.ND.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR CHARLoTTE.-Colonel John Trilliams.
FOR TIlYON.-Mr. Moore.

Colonel John Williams moved, and was seconded by Colo-
nel William William$, in the words following, viz:

" I move that one hundred weight of G unpowder and three
hundred weight of Lead be sent to Charlotte County, to be
given'in charge of the County Committee, and to be dis-
tributed to the Minute-men or Militia, when a case of emer-
gency shall require it."

_ Ordered, That the consideration thereof be deferred for
the present.

Mr. Van Zandt, seconded by:Mr. Sands, moved in the
words following, viz:

" I move that a Letter be wrote to the Continental Con-
gress, giving them a true account of the situation of this
City and Colony, occasioned by the stoppage of Provisions
to the Ships-of-War by order of General Lee."

The same being considered and unanimously agreed to,
Ordered, That Mr. Smith, Mr. Van Zandt, and Mr.

Gansevoort, be a Committee to prepare and report a draft
of such Letter with all convenient speed.

Mr. Jacobus Van Zandt informed the Congress that the
money he has already received towards lading the Ship Ro-
samond on Provincial account, is insufficient for the purpose;
and that he wants the sum of one hundred and sixty-seven
Pounds nineteen Shillings to complete the lading of the said
Ship. .

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Lit'ingston, Esq., as
Treasurer of this Congress, ad"ance to 1\-Ir.Jacobus Van
Zandt the sum of one hundred and sixty-seven Pounds
nineteen'Shillings, to complete the lading of the Ship Rosa-
mond, Wright Southgate Master; and that the said Trea-
surer take Mr. Van Zandt's receipt for the same.

Samuel Benson (a person employed to bring Salt from
Staten-Island:) being at the door, was admitted. He says
that Thomas Vernon, the Hatter, has threatened that he will
take his ears off, and that he will do it for him in four or
~d~ .

Ordered, That Samuel Benson apply for redress to the
Committee of the City.

A Letter from Major-General Lee was read and filed, and
is in the words following, to wit:

"N ew. York, March 6, ] 776.

" SIR: I have just received an uncertified paper, the
purport of which seems to imply that the men-of-war and
Governour Tryon are to be supplied as formerly with pro-
visions. Subsequently to this order of the Provincial Con-
gress, the Continental Congress had instmcted me to put
the city in thc best state of defence possible. I am so un-
fortunate as not to be able to discover how fU111ishingthe
enemy with the necessaries of life can contribute to this end.
It certainly must open the means of their receiving every
sort of intelligence which ought to be withheld fi'om them;
for I cannot myself conceive that the oath of the Port-3ias-
tel' should bind his boat's crew. It. is tme they are to be
restrained from going on board; but I defy human cunning
to prevent, when they are. once alongside, the conveyance
of a letter. I must entreat, sir, that the Congress will not
suppose that I am aiming at an authority superior to theirs
in thus giving my opinion, and raising objections to any-
thing they have resolved. I respect them as the true repre-
sentatives of the people and proper legislature of the Pro-
,;jnce; but, sir, the informatioJl I have received from Cam-
.bridge, and the orders I have received from the Continental

Congress, will justify me in most humbly entreating the
Congress not to enjoin me to assent, so -much against my
conscience, to any intercourse of any kind with Mr. Tryon,
who must be considered as a most dangerous enemy.

"There is one thing further I would submit to the wis-
dom of the Congress: Whether it will be prudent to suffer
a single man, in our present circumstances, to remain in the
city, who will not enter into an engagement to take up a1111S
in defence of the common rights? I took the liberty to ad-
dress a letter to you, hinting a measure somewhat related to
this scheme, but was not honoured with an answer.

"I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient
servant,

"CHARLES LEE.

" To the President of the Provincial Congress at New- York.

"P. S. I have this instant received your favour relating
to Mr. Gale, who was apprehended and conveyed into Con-
necticut. I agree, sir, entirely with you, that the apprehen-
sion, trial, and punishment of citizens, is not my'province,
but of the Provincial Congress. But, irregular as it was, I
had the assurance of many respectable men that he was a
most dangerous man, and ought not to be suffer~d to remain
on Long-Island, where an enemy is perhaps more dancrer-
ous than in any other spot of America. However, their
assurances and my opinion form no eXCllse; and I heartily
repent that. I did not refer him to you, his proper judges.

"I must now inform you, sir, that, in consequence of the
last instructions from the Continental Congress, to put this
city and its environs in a state of defence, I have ordered
Colonel Ward, as a previous measure, to secure the whole
body of professed Tories in Long-Island. lVh!'b the ene-
my is at our door, faITHsmust be dispensed with. My duty
to you, to the Continental, Congress, and to my own cOn-
science, have dictated the necessity of the measure. If I
have done wrong, (and I confess the irregularity,) I must
submit myself to the shame of being reputed foolish, rash,
and precipitate. I must undergo the censure of the pub-
lick; but I shall have the consciousness in my own breast,
that the most pure motives of serving the publick cause, un-
contaminated by pique or resentment to individuals, have
urged me to the step.

"There is nO\v a ruffian under &uard, one John Gregg,
who attempted to murder the sentmels on their posts the
other night. I beg to know your pleasure on the subject.
As to the affair of the sentries firing on. the boats, I never
heard till this moment that they had repeated a misde-
meanour so contrary to the orders they had received. I can
only say that I am very sorry that my orders have been so
little respected, and that if I can find out the culprits, they
shall be severely punished.

"I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedjent
and humble servant, C. L."

Colonel11lcDougall, who brought in the Letter from Ma-
jor-General Lee, informed the Congress that he had some
conversation with Lord Stirling, on the subject of keeping
up a uniformity and preventing any interfering in the orders
given by this Congress and the Commander of the Troops
stationed here; and that his Lordship was ready and de-
sirous, as soon as Major-General Lee was departed, to con-
fer frequently with a Committee of this Congress for that
purpose.

Ordered, That Mr. Smith, Mr. Yates, Mr. Van Zandt,
Colonel McDougall, Mr. Hobart, Colonel Van Cortlandt,
Mr. Gansevoort, and General Ten Broeck be a Committee
to confer with Lord Stirling on the subject of a communi-
cation between the Ships and the shore, the firing of the
Sentries on the Boats passing and repassing, and the sub-
ject of apprehending and sending into confinement. in this
and another Colony, sundry Inhabitants of this City and
Colony, without the knowledge of, or application to any
Committee or this Congress.

The Congress took into filrther <;onsideration the scar-
city of Salt in this Colony, and the freqtlent exportations
thereof into the neighbouring Colonies; and came ~o the fol-
lowing determination,. to wit: .

In Provincial Congress, New-YOTk, March 7, 1776.

-
This Congress, taking into consIderation the inconveni-

ences that may arise. to the inhabitants of tl1is Colony from
the want of a sufficIent supply of Salt, and being informed
that this necessary article is daityexported in great quanti-
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ties from this Colony to the neighbouring Colonies, which,
if not prevented, may prove very prejudicial to this Colony,
have, therefore, thought it highly expedient for the present
to prohibit, and they do hereby prohibit, the exportation of
Salt from this Colony to any port or place out of the same,
until the further order of this Congress or the Committee of
Safety. And it is

Resolved and Ordered, That Captain William lJIlercier
be empowered to take the most effectual and necessary
steps to prevent the exportation of Salt out of the City and
County of New- York, contrary to the above prohibition;
and that a copy of this prohibition be sent to the different
County Committees in this Colony, who are hereby required
to carry the same ioto execution -within their respective
Counties; and that if any person shall violate this prohibi-
tion, having been previously acquainted therewith, the name
of such offender shall be transmitted forthwith to this Con-
gress or the Committee of Safety, that proper steps may be
taken with such offender.

Ordered, That the Secretaries prepare a certified copy of
this entiy, and deliver the same to Captain U'illiam ."'[er-
ciu; and the Members from the different Counties, now at
Congress, make copies thereof for their respective County
Committees.

A Return of MilitiaOfficersfrom- CornwallPrecinct, in
Orange County, bearing date the 2d day of lJIlarch instant,
and signed by Thomas Mojfat, Clerk of Cornwall Precin-Ft
Committee, was read and filed.

,The fullowing Officers are thereby returned duly elected,
VIZ:

"John McManus, Second Lieutenant, and Thomas Lam-
me'reau.i,Ensign, in Captain Francis Smith's Company of
Militia. -

"Gilbert Weeks, Ensign in Captain Christopher Van
Duerson's Company of Militia.

" William Bradley, Ensign in Captam Thomas ftfojfat's
Minute-men." -

The said Return being agreeable to the Rules and Regu-
lations of this Congress,

Ordered, That Commissions-issue for those gentlemen
according to the said Return.

Die Jovis,4 ho., P. M.,March 7, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Bri(Tadier-General fVoodhull, President.
FOR N EW-Y o:K.-Colonel Lott, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr.

Randall, Mr. [rince, Mr. Evert Banckel, Mr. Van
Cortlandt, Captain Rutgers, Captain Denning, Colonel
McDougall.

FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Abraham Yates, Mr. Gansevoort, Co-
10nelNicoll, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-General tVoodhull, Mr. Gelston, :Mr. 110-
barto

FOR ORANGE.-Colonel11ay, Colonel Allison.
FOR ULsTER.--Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.) .

FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel P. Ten Broeck, Colonel lJIloses
Graham, Major Schenck.

FaIt WESTCHESTER.-Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel Jo-
seph Drake, Major Lockwood, Colonel Cortlandt, Mr.
Thomas.

FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR CUMBERL,AND.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.

The Conrrress was informed by Captain RIttgers, one of
the Member~, and by 1\'1r.Benson, one of the Secretaries,
that Captain John Johnson, as they are well informed, had
caned Alexander Lesslie, even in the Assembly and Con-
gress Chamber, and had then sent him a prisoner to the
Barracks, where he is now confined.

Ordered, That the Dooorkeeper order Captain Johnson
to attend here immediately.

Captain Johnson says: That Colonel Ritzema informed
him that three Counties in Virginia had joined Lord Dun-
more, and said Alexander Lesslie was hisa.uthor. That he
told Colonel Ritzema he would cane the man who said so,
unless he named the author. . That he saw Lesslie, who
said Samuel Burling was his author. That Burling being

out of town, he met I..esslie again, and spoke to him again
on the subject. That Lesslic said it was no secret; that it
WaS mentioned several times in his shop yesterday after-
noon; and that he refused to name the persons who had
mentioned it. That, therefore, he beat him with a cane.
That Lesslie then abused him, and that he came here to
complain, and met Lesslie here, who again had some words
with him; and that he again caned him here in -this room,
and sent him to the Guard-House.

Mr. John Van Cortlandt moved, and was seconded by
Colonel Tl'illiam Williams, that the warrant to raise a Com-
pany of the Troops of this Colony in Continental service,
lately given to John Johnson, be taken from him, and that,
as far forth as in the power of this Congress, he be dismiss-
ed the Continental service, and all employments under this
Congress. .

The previous question being about to be moved on Mr.
Van Cortlandt's motion, he agreed to let it remain unde-
termined for the present.

Mr. Gansevoort moved, and was seconded, in the \vords
following:

.

- .

I move that Mr. Lesslie be immediately liberated, and
ordered to appear before this Congress.

The same being agreed to by a very great majority of the
Members, without debate, the following Order was agreed
to and issued, and sent by the Doorkeeper, viz:

Ordered, That the Officer of the Guard having Alex-
ander Lesslie, the Peruke-maker, in custody, do imme-
diately liberate the said Alexander Lesslie; and the said
Alexander Lesslie is hereby ordered immediately to appear
before the Provincial Congress, now sitting in the Assembly
Chamber, in the City-RaIl.

This Congress being informed that Thomas Vernon is in-
imical to the liberties of America, and ought not to be per-
mitted to go at large; and being informed by some of the
Members of the Committee of Safety, and by one of the
Secretaries, that the said Thomas Vernon was some weeks
ago committed to the Guard-House, by order of the Com:"
mittee of Safety, and has not since been discharged by any
order of this Congress or the Committee of Safety, from
whence it is most probable that he must have escaped from
confinement,

Ordered, That the said Thomas. Vernon be immediately
apprehended and committed to custody in the Guard-House,
and there confined until the further order of this Conrrress
or the Committee of Safety; and that ColonellJIcDOl':gall
cause this order to be duly executed.

Garret Roorback, the Barrackmaster, attending .at the
door, was called in. He delivered in his Accounts, and
informed the Congress that a considerable balance was due
to him, and that he wanted money to procure Wood and
other necessaries.

-

Ordered, That his Accounts be delivered to the Auditors.
Alexander Lesslie being broughtin, heard, and examined,

says: That this morning, opposite Mrs. Curtenius's door,
Captain Johnson came to him and asked who was his au-
thor for the report he had spread? That he answered, Sam-
uel Burling; and Captain Johnson left him. That in the
afternoon, in the Broadway, Captain Johnson asked him if
he had found out the author of the report concerning Lord
Dunmore's landing, which had been told to him by a person
in the afternoon preceding. That he answered no; that it
was a stranger, whom he did not know, who was shaved in
his shop. Upon which, Captain Johnson answered, " You,
damned rascal, you and Samuel Burling deserve to be
caned; and had I him here, I would cane him immediately;
and if you, you scoundrel, do not get along ab0111your bu-
siness, I will cane you;" and, at that instant, drove a cane
in his face, and then 'struck several blows with the cane at
his head, which he received on his arms by defending his'
head. That he (the examinant) then went to pick up a
paving-stone to knock him down with it, in his own defence;
that, before he could get the stone up, Johnson closed in
with him, on which he took Johnson's stick from him; that
immediately thereon, Johnson drew his hanger; on which
he made a blow at .Johnsonwith the stick, and missedhim,
and lost the stick out of his hand, and Johnson then pursued
him with his hanger, and he fled from him; and finding an
axe in the street, he took it up to defend himself with; and
Colonel Ritzema came up and spoke to Johnson.
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That soon after, returning from Hall's Tavern to his own
house, -he saw Johnson, and several officers with him, com-
ing out of his (this examinant's) house; upon which he ran
immediately to this Chamber, to lay his case before this Con-
gress, and found the Congress was not yet assembled. That
Johnson pursued him to this Chamber, and into the Cham-
ber, and beat him with his stick until this examinant took
the stick from him. That Johnson then beat him with his
fists, and struck him many blows on his arms, attempting to
strike him on the head, and also struck him a blow in the
eye, and bit his hand. That Johnson then ordered two
other officers to take hold of him (this examinant) and carry
him to the Guard-House; that one of them seized him by
the collar, and forced him out of the room, and that they
forcibly took him to the Guard-House. That William A.
Forbes was one of'the officers, and went to the Guard-
House with him. That the other officer told this examinant
that Captain Johnson was his superior officer, and that he
was obliged to obey him. That they took him to the upper
Barrack Guard-room.

The examinant furtHer says, that, yesterday morning,
Samuel Burling came into his shop, and mentioned, as a
report or news, that Lord Dunmore had landed in Virginia
with some troops, and that a number of Virginians had
joined him. That he (the examinant) soon after went to
dress Colonel Ritzema; and, being by him asked what new;;,
mentioned what Samuel Burling related. That this is the
matter for which Captain Johnson called on him for his
author. '

Sampson Dyckman says he was talking to Captain John-
son; that Johnson called to Lesslie, and asked if he had
found that man; that Lesslie said no, but he could find
him; and he gave substantially the same aCCOUIJtwhich
~4lexander Lesslie has given. And he further says, that
when Johnson was beating him in the Assembly Chamber,
he took Johnson off, and separated them. That Capt,ain
Johnson desired him to take Lesslie to the Guard-House,
and that he refused.

,Alexander Lesslie and Sa7llps~n Dyckman ordered to
withdraw.

The ConO"ress then went into the consideration of the
cQnduct of Captain John Johnson; and the whole examina-
tions of the parties, and the above men:lOrandum of the evi-
dence of Sampson Dyckman, were severally read. ,

Mr. Van Cortlandt then moved his motion for dismissing
Captain Johnson from service, as before entered on the
:Minutcs of this afternoon, be now read and taken into con-
sideration. '

And the same being again read, is in the words following:
"I move that the warrant to raise a Company of the

Troops of this Colony in Continental service, lately given
~ to John Johnson, be taken from him, and that, as far forth

as in the power of this Congress, he be dismissed the Con-
tinental service, and aU employments under this Congress."

Debates arose thereon; and after some time spent there-
in, and the question being put thereon, it was carried in the
negative, in the manner following, to wit:

For the Negati7!e.

2 Westchester,
2 Dutchess.
2 Suffolk.
2 Ulster.
2 Orange.
2 Charlotte.
2 Tryon.
2 Richmond.

For the ~~.fli>'mative.

3 Albany.-Mr. Gan8e~'OOI.t dis-
senting.

4 New-York.-Colonel .71fcDon-
gall, Col. Lott, Mr. Bancker,
Mr. Prince dissenting.

2 King's.
2 Cumberland.

11 votes.
16 votes.

Ordered, therefore, That the said motion be rejected.
1\11'.Gansevoort then moved, and was seconded, in the

words following, to wit:
"I move that Captain John Johnson be ordered to the bar

of this Congress; and that he make proper concessions for
the insult offered to this Congress, by usurping a power
which is vested in this Congress; that he be charged to be-
have himself peaceably towards Alexander Lesslie, whom
he has grossly injured; that he receive a severe reprimand
from the Chair; and that he be told if he should be guilty
of the like behaviour in future, this Congress will cause him
to be displaced."

The same being read a second time and agreed to,
Resolved, That Captain John Johnson be ordered to the

bar of thi;:;Congress j and that he make proper concessions
for the insult offi;~redto this Congress, by usurping a power
which is vested in this Congress; that he be charged to be-,
have himself peaceably, toward Alexander Lesslie, whom
he has grossly injured; that he receive a severe reprimand
from the Chair; and that he be ,told if he should be guilty
of tl~e like behaviour in filture, that this Congress will caus~'
him to be displaced.

Mr. Hobart, according to order, reported a draft of a
Letter to the Delegates of this Colony at Continental Con-.
gress, requesting pennission for Patrick Sinclair to go to
Britain; which was read and approved, and is in the words
following, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, New-York, March '(,1776.

GENTLT<;MEN:The late Provincial Congress having re..
ceived information, on the 3d of August last, that Captain
Patrick Sinclair was appointed Lieutenant-Governour and
Superintendent at Missilimacana, being a person of great
influence with the Indians, and that he was then in this city
on his way to that post, and thinking it would be imprudent
to permit any gentleman under the influence of the British
Ministry to go into the interior of the cou.ntry to exercise
those offices who might prejudice the Indians against the
United Colonies, ordered him to be taken into cU.j,.tody,and
sent him, on his parole, to Suffolk County, on Nassau..
Island, where he has since continued to demean himself
v:.eryunexceptionably. He has lately applied, by letter, (a
copy of which you have enclosed,) to this Congress for
leave to return to Europe. As we do not choose to take a
step of this kind without the advice of your honourable
body, we beg you will lay the state of this gentleman's case
before Congress, and let us have their directions thereon.
'\Ve beg leave to suggest that 1\11'.Sinclair was not laid
under restraint as an enemy to the country. No infomur-
tion was received pf his entertaining sentiments unfriendly
to the United Colonies, but to the contrary; and that he
had invariably treated our Indian traders with the greatest
humanity and politeness. For these reasons, and from the
consideration that he was not looked upon' as a prisoner of
war, we wish the favour he asks may be granted.

And are, your humble servants. By order.

To the New- York Delegates in Continental Congress.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted. '

1\11'.lIobart, according to order, also reported a draft of
a Letter to Colonel Blackwell, and sundry other gentlemen,
of Queen's County, on the subject of forming the friends to
liberty in their County into a 1\Iilitia, and of choosing and
appointing Committees; which was read and approved, and
is in the words following, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, New-York, March 7, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Congress being of opinion that it is
absolutely necessary that the inhabitants of your County,
who have signed the Association, and are friendly to the
liberties of their country, should be fanned into military
companies and regimented, and be in a capacity of defend-
ing themselves if attacked; and, being informed that they
have appointed a County Committee and likewise that
Committees are chosen in several Districts in your Coun-
ty, request that they carry the resolves of Congress for
regulating the :Militia into execution, and recommend suit-
able men for the Field-Officers.

The very great importance of the rights for which we are
contending, added to the consideration of th; present critical
situation of our publick affairs, and the great probability that
the enemy will endeavour to get possession of this Colony
in the coqrse of the spring, renders it totally unnecessanJ
for us to urge any arguments with you on the subject. We
doubt not you will exert yourselves to have these matter:>
settled with all possible despatCh in your County.

'\Ve remain your humble servants. By order.

To Colonel Blackwell.

Die Veneris, A. M. March 8, 1776.
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FO:R NEw.,Yo:RK.-)\fr, Van Zandt, 1\11'. Randall, 1\11'.

Prince, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Rutgers, Captain Denning,
1\11'.EJvert Bancker, 1\11'.Sands, Colonel McDougall.
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FOR ALBAr.""Y.--GeneralTen Broeck, Mr. Abraham Yates,
Mr. G~nsevoort, Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)

Fan SUFFoLK.-General T¥oodhull, Mr, Gelston, Mr. Ho-
bart.

Fan WF;STCHESTER.-ColonelGilbertDrake, Major Lock-
tVood, Mr. Thomas. .

.

Fan ULsT'EE.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,
(on service.)

FaIt DUTcHEss.~Colonel Ten Broeck, Colonel ])f. Gra-
ham, Mr. Gilbert Livinf{:ton, (on service,

.

) Major &hencle.
Fan OnANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancleer.
Fan KING's.-Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Vanderbilt.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John Williams.
Fan CUMBERLA.ND.-Colol1el TVilliam Williams.
FOR TRyoN;.-Mr.ltloore.

Ordered, That Mr. Randall and Colon'cl Ten Broeck
be added to the Committee to confer 'with Lord Stirling
on the subject of a communication with the Ships-of- 'V ar,
&c.; and that Mr. I.Jobart and Mr. Gansevoort be excused
from attending the said Committee.

A Letter from Captain Joseph Smith, setting forth his
distress, and offering his service to his country, particularly
in any Marine Department, if there is or should be a va-
cancy, was read and filed.

*.
Ordered, That the said Letter remain on file, to be taken

up if an opportunity should offer in which his servioe will
be useful.

Captain Johnson, according to the Order of yesterday
evening, attending ai the door, the door was opened, and he
came to the bar of the House. The Resolve of yesterday
evening was read to him. He was reprimanded from the
Chair for his conduct, and informed of the line of his duty;
charged to behave himself peaceably towards Alexander
Lf,sslie, whom he had grossly injured; and informed that, if
he should be guilty of the like behaviour in future, Con-
gress will cause him to be displaced. Captain John John-
son engaged to demean himself pmdently, and withdrew.

The Congress then proceeded to hear the Minutes and
Proceedings of the present. Committee of Safety, from the
beginning, on the .3d of January last. On reading the Peti-
tion of George Co..ffin,mentioned in the Minutes of the Com-
mittee of Safely on the 4th day of January, and by the
Minutes of the said Committee recommended to this Con-
gress-the said Petition was read and heard. The Con-
gress taking his case into consideration--:-

[The following memorandum is in pencil mark:]

" The rough notes say George Co.ffin to be pardoned on
publishing his Petition and Pardon."

On reading the Resolutions of the Committee of Safety
on the 6th day of January, relating to the fortifying of some
1111etsin Suffolk County,

. ..
Ordered, That any further prosecution of that measure

be left wholly with the Committee of Safety.
On reading the Letter from the Delegates of this Colony

on the subject of the inroads from Connecticut, ordered on
the 11th day of January, instant:

Ordered, That a Letter be wrote to the Delegates Qf this
Colony, informing them, the Governour and Representatives
of the Colony of Connecticut have not yet given any answer
to the Letter from this Provincial Congress on that subject,
nor returned nor made any restitution for the types or pro-
pelty take,naway fium JamesRivington. .

On reading the Order of the Committee of
. Safety of the

11th January, for the distribution of Gunpowder gratis in
half pounds; the Congress, on beiog iriformed that it prin-
cipally remains to be carried into execution, if proper, is ot
opinion that it is oot proper, and orders that it be not car-
ried into execution for the present, unless in case' of inva-
sion.

The Committee who went to confer with Lord Stirling,
on the sundry matters given to them in charge, as appears
by the entry thereof in the Minutes of yesterday, reported:
That they had conferred with Lord Stirling; that he had
given the following information to them, which he had re-
ceived this morning, to wit: That a Brigantine came into
the Rook yesterday evening, and came to an anchor under
the stern of the Phenix, acnd that the people on board
gave three cheers; that four sail of large Vessels are in the
~fIook, and a Snow in the offing; that by another person
advice was received from Nassau-Island, that six or seven
topsail Vessels are in the Hook.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Captain Rutgers and Captain
Randall be a Committee to despatch. a proper person to the
Narrows by land, and another person in a Whale-Boat to
the lIook, to make discoveries, and return and report to this
Committee with all possible despatch.

.

The said Committee reported as to the matters given
them in charge, that they had settled a plan with Lord
Stirling for supplying the Ships-of- W ar and Governour
Tryon's Ship with Provisions, (subject to the approbation
and confirmation of this Congress,) in the words following,
to wit:

In order 10 prevent any obstJ11ctions to the supply of Pro-
visions, and other necessaries, being furnished to the Ships-of-
'Var and the Governour's Ship, pursuant to ,a fonner order
of this Congress,

' . '

It is Resolved and Ordered, That whenever Provisions
or Supplies are to be furnished to either. of the said Sllips,
the Port-Master appointed by this Congress shall go with
the said Pluvisions 01' Supplies, and see the same delivered
on board the said Ships; that he take with him only such
persons as are necessary to navigate the BQqt or Boats car-.
rying such Provi~ions and Supplies, or such person or persons
as shall have the special permission of the Congress or Com-
mittee of Safety, countersigned by the General; and that the
said Port-]\<~aster, and all the navigators of the said Boat, or
Boats, be under oath that he, or \hey, will not disclose any
matters \vhatsoever on board of the said Ships, relative to
the Fortifications erecting for the defence of this Colony;
that he, the said Port-Master, will not suffer any of the men
that he carries with him in the said Boat, or Boats, to go on

" HO,"OlTRABUG>O"'TLE3IEX:I am out,of employment, an<1ruin stares board either of the said Ships, and that he will not carry,me in the face. If any place in your gift is vacant, or likely soon to be,
or suffer to be carried, any Letter or Papers to, or from, theshould be glad to serve my country in any eapacity I am capable of. I

have for many years saileil out of this place; as master and owner of a said Ships, but such as he shall be first satisfied contain no
vessel, in which way I had acquired something handsome, of all which intelligei1ce of a publick nature. That this supply is to
I was deprived in one unfi>rtunate momeut by hayjrJg my vessel apd

take place, and be continued, on condition that there ,be nocargo seized; which circumstance iswc\l known to ~fveral of the City
b

,.
B V I b '

.
P .

Members. This sudden transition frQm a state of comfortable subsis- 0 stmctlon gIven to any oats or esse s nngmg roVI-
rence to a state of wretchedness, was almost more than I could bear. I sions, Provender, or Firewood to this City.
have eycr since struggled hard, but cannot get ahead. The Congress agreed with their Committee in this part

I am well acquainted in the '"7est-Indies-Dutch, Prench,and ~ome of
of their Report, and confirms the same.the SJlanish ports; likewise in many ports in E1l1'ope. If this honourahle

J.'. h d Tl hHous,", shoQ.ld aLany time think.Proper to send me for powder or warlike The said Committee lurt er reporte: 1at as to t e
stores, I am willing to risk my lITein the service; or if any person is want- firing of the Sentinels on the Boats coming to and departing
ing on the lakes, or to superinteiid the building of vesscls, should be

from this City, they had, in conjunction with Lord $t1:rNng,glad to serve in that capacity. I would not by this be understood, how-
settled and a!!'reed on such orders with him, to be issued toever, to dictate to the honourable House; I only mention this because I CJ

, am bctter acquainted in the maritime way than in any other. .
For m.y the Troops by Lord Stirling, as will prevent that inconve-

character, please to inquire of Vaptain Rand(lll, Captain Long, Mr. Van nience,for the future; and that Lord Stirling will, towards
Zandt, or Mr. Curtenhts ; who, I do not doubt, will give you full satisfac-

evening, transmit to this Congress a copy of such orders,
tiof~m, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obedient servJmt, and requested a copy of the Regulations for supplying Pro-

JOSEPH SMITH. visions to the Ships by them above reported, jf the same
P. S. My home at present is at Mr. BenJamin Udnnings, in Pisca- should be agreed to and confirmed by this Congress.

taway, New-Jers,'y, to which place I have retir~d with my family (coming Ordered, That one of the Secretaries prepare and certify
home very sick last faHfrom Carolina,) becau-seit is ~6t_so expensive as

a copy of the said Plan or'Regulations agreed on forsupply-in town, and was the reason of not applying SOOl)er. I shaH return in a.
h Sh ' f.HT d G 11' Sh'

,

hday Qr two. If any occasion for me, please to, let Mr. Curtenius know mg t e lpS-O
~ n ar an overnour. ryon s 'p Wit

your C9mmaJ.lds. _ . Provisions, and transmit the same to Lord, Stirling.
FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. v. 23
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And Ordered, That another copy be prepared for the
Port-Master, and that he attend here at five o'clock to re- ,
ceive Instructions.

The said Committee further reported: That as to the
other matter given to them in charge, to wit: "the appre-
hending and sending into confinement in this and a neigh-
bouring Colony, sundry inhabitants of this City and Colony,
without the knowledge of, or application to, this Congress,"
and the reasons thereof, that Lord Stirling had assured
them that the like should not happen in time to come; that
he informed them that John Gregg was apprehended, and
is now confined in the Guard-House at the Barracks, for
having, in the night time, attacked the sentinels on duty at
their posts; and that he submits his trial and punishment to
the Congress. That Governour Tryon's two servants and
his linen will be sent to his ship by the first provision-boat;
that the seamen who lately came from the Ship Dutchess
of Gordon, and were apprehended, desirc that they may not
rcturn on board; and that the sole occasion of the appre-
hending Samuel Gale, and sending him to confinement,
arose from copies of some letter, or letters, which were in
the custody of a certain Colonel William Williams, a Mem-
ber of this Congress; that he knows of no other evidence
against him, and submits his case entirely to this Congress.
That his Lordship assured them that, for the future, any
persons apprehended shaJi not be sent out of the Colony;
but their cases rcspectively (if any be apprehended) shaJi
be referred to this Congress. ,That he further declared that
it was not his wish or desire to interfere with the civil
Government or police of the City or Colony, but, on the
contrary, to harmonize with and aid the civil Goveru-
ment.

The said Committee then informed the Congress th~t
Lord Stirling had requested them to inform this Congress
that the present Prison or Jail of this City wilJ, in a short
time, be \vithin some military lines; that it wiJl be incon-
venient to have the Jailer and Prisoners within the lines;
that he wjJl be under a neccssity of applying the Jail to
other uses; and, therefore, requests the Congrcss to take
into their consideration what may be necessary. to bc di-
rected as to the Jailer and the Prisoners.

A Memorial of Abraham Lott, Esq., Treasurer of this
Colony, was read and filed. He therein sets forth that
one-tenth part of the emission of the BilJs of Credit, issued
by a law of this Colony in 1771, with the interest thereof,
wilJ soon be due; that money of that emission cannot be
obtained to discharge those debts, agreeable to that law,
and praying advice in the premises; and whether the Loan-
Officers may receive any money now current in the Co-
lony.

Ordered, That Mr. Scott, Mr. Hobart, and General Ten
Broeck, be a Committee to ,take with them and consider
the said Memorial, and report thereon to this Congress with
all convenient speed.

Die Veneris,~ ho. P. M., March 8,1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjourument.

Present: Brigadier-General lYoodhull, President.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Scott, Colonel McDougall, MI'.

Van Zandt, Mr. Randall, :Mr. Sallds, Captain DenninO'
Mr. Evert Bancker, Mr. Prince.

b'

FOR ALBANY.-General 'l~'fI, Broeck, Mr. Yates, Mr.
Gansevoort, Colonel .L"licoll, (on service.)

FOR W ESTcHEsTER.-Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel Jo-
seph Drake, :Major Lockwood, Mr. ,Thomas.

FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, :Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer
(on service.) , '

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Gel-
ston.

FOR ORANGE~-ColoneJ Ray, Colonel Allison.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel P. Ten Broeck, Colonel ~l.

Graham, Mr. Gi~bert Livingston, Major Schenck.
FOR RlcHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Banck~;'.

'FOR KrNG's.~.Mr. Va'[l,derbilt, Mr. Polhernus.
FOR CUMBERLANI).-Colonel William 1f'illiams.
FOR TRYoN.~:Mr. it/oore.

Captain Rutgers and l\'Ir. Randall informed the Congress
that, fi'Om various informations which they have obtained,
,(the particulars whereof they mentioned,) they have good

reason to believe that tlW report of a number of topsail
Vessels being at Sandy-Hook is false. But they have, not-
withstanding, despatched Captain Mcllroy to the NarroU's
to make discovery, and that" this Congress may expect his
information this evening.

Colonel McDougall informed the Congress that Major-
General Lee, before his departure, received a Letter from
Major-General Schuyler, informing of the state of the
Troops gone forward to Canada, and of many other things
relative to the present or ensuing campaign in that Depart-
ment ; that General Lee had left him a copy of that Letter
to be laid before this Congress for their information; which
he then delivered to the Chair.

Thereupon the same was read, and is in the words fol-
lowing, to wit: '

"
Albany, February 29, 1776.

"~hAR gEm:RAL: Congress having ordered that I should
repair to IVew- York, to take the command there as soon as
my health would permit, I have taken the liberty to repre-
sent to them that if that obstacle was immediately removed,
I should not be able to leave this until the batteaus, now
building at Fort George, were finished, and everything
got into such a train as that your Army in C(1nada may
not suffer for want of provisions; which it certainly will if I
quit this, and you immediately go into, Canada; where
your presence is much, very much indeed, wanted. .

" A t a modcrate calculation the provisions which we
took, what was ?arried in, and what has since been brought,
th~re was sufficIent to the month of June; and yet they are
now so nearly expended that I have been obliged to send
four hundred barrels of pork, in sleds, at the enormous eX-
pense of three pounds per barrel. , ,

"I have sent to Canada one eio'hteen and a number of
twelve-pounders, with what suitabfe sho; were Jeft at the
upper posts. '

"I need not observe to you, that you will stand in need
~f a.number.of carpentcrs and shipwrights. I only men-
tIOn It to advIse you that I have fifty or more that can 0"0
off at a moment's warning. The Canadians are very indif-
ferent workmen, and, ?esides, \:'ill not take our paper mo-
ney; so that, everythmg consIdered, I conclude it will be
best to take them from hence. -

"Besides the pork above-mentioned, I have ordered one
hundred and fifty head of the largest and best stall-fed cat-
tle to be purchased, which I hope to get into Canada whilst
the Lakes are still passable on the ice. I have so arranO"cd
matters that they will carry thei.r own fodder, and I h~pc
two hundred barrels of pork besIdes.

"I do not know if the cannon ordered from Ncw- York
have trave~ling carriages. I have written on the subject to
the CommIttee to whom the conveyance of them is entrust-
ed. If they have not, I think I could complete them here
in ten days, as I have employed a person to look out for
the proper timber, and to speak. to all the wheeJwriO'hts in
this place and jts vicinity to be ready when called' upon.

"The Regiments to be raised for the Canada service, in
the Massachusetts-Bay and Connecticut, are not yet march-
ed from thence. Four Companies of the Pennsylvanians are
gone on the 5th. The only one left here will march to-
morrow. Three Jersey Companies arc also marched, and
about one thousand from this Colony and the itlassachu-
setts-Bay, whi~h I ordered to be raised immediately after
our repulse at quebeck. As the Jersey and Pennsylvania
Companies are very incomplete, I have ordered all the
men that were.raiseg by my imI?e~iateorder to be engaged
for the call.'palgn, an~ t~ rem~m III Canada. I imagined
that necessity would Justify thIs step, and I have advised
Congress thereof, and pointed QUI the reasons which in-
duced me to it.

"Three companies of Colonel Van Schaick's Regiment
are nearly complete. One of ~hem is at Fort Georo-e and
the other at Ticonderoga, from whence they will ~o~e as
soon as I can get a few men out of those others to be
raised in this Colony, to take charge of those posts. All
the troops that have hitherto come up have been only half
armed, and I am greatly distressed to furnish thcm' none of
them had mocca~ins, and grcat numbers wanted shoes, mit-
tens, caps, stockmgs, &c.

"I hope the New- York Convention wiJI' forward the
,navaJ stores I wrote Jar without delay, as none are to be
had in Canada, and you will stand in great need of them.
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"General fVQoster has pressed me in the most earnest
manner for a supply of hard cash. With difficulty, and
by giving my own security, I have been able to collect
about twenty-one hundred pounds, which is gone on to
him. It will be well to bring up with you whatever you
can procure at' New- York, as you will be greatly distressed
in Canada without it.

"
Eight tons of powder are ordered up, and I do nqt be-

lie,'"e with wh,~t is in Canada that the whole will exceed
twelve. I had written to Congress for fifteen. You are a
much better judge than I can pretend to be whether you
will have a sufficiency.

"Adieu, my dear General, and believe me, with the
most respectful sentiments of esteem, your most obedient
and most humble servant,

"
P S. HILIP CHUYLER.

"
To the Honourable Major-General Lee."

General Ten Broeck and Major Schenck, to whom were
referred the Letters of Attorney from the soldiers now in
Canada, and the applications 'of their wives thereon for
money to be advanced to them, in part of the wages of
their respective husbands, delivered in their Report, in the
words and figures following, to wit:

Your Committee for considering the application of several
soldiers' wives, whose husbands are now in the Continental
service in the Northern Department, do report: That the
sum of forty-one Pounds and one Shilling be put into the
hands of Peter T. Curtenius, to be advanced to the several
persons hereunder named, in the manner following; and that
Peter Curtenius be desired to pay the several sums annex-
ed to their names, and take vouchers, and transmit an ac-
count of the same to General Schu:yler as soon as possible:
Unto Sarah Halloway, the sum of - - - - £ 1 4 0

Elizabeth Treglith, the sum of 1 4 O'
~lJfary Linck, the sum of - 2 13 4
Jane Quackenbu:sh, the sum of - - 1 4 0
Letty Allen, the sum of - - - 2 13 4
lIannah Qrant, the sum of - 1 4 0
Dotia McMullen, the sum of - - - 1 4 0
Elizabeth Parker, the sum of 1 4 0
Sarah TVright, the sum of 1. 4 0
Elizabeth Kip, the sum of 1 4 0
ltiary Neam, the sum of :.. 1 4 0
Mary Bamow, the sum of 2 1:1 4
Mary JJliller, the sum of - 2 13 4
Elizabeth Pool, the sum of - 2 13 0
John Kidder, the s.umof -- - 2 13 4
Elizabeth ,Van Der Feeld, the sum of - 1 4 0
Anna ltlary Worth, the sum of - 2 13 4
Sqrah Hesse, the sum of - - 2 13 4
Catharine Ashfield, the sum of - - 2 13 4
Henry Lower, the sum of - - - - 2 13 4
Catharine 1Uclntosh, the sum of - - 1 4 0

Catharine Taylor, the sum of
£39 17

1 4

£41 1 ' 0
_..-

---
Which is humbly submitted by

ABRAHAM TEN BROECK,

HENRY SCHENCK.

*
The aforegoing Report was read and agreed to.
Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Living-

ston, Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress, pay"into the hands
of Peter T. Curtenius the sum of forty-one Pounds 'one
Shilling and four Pence; that Mr. Ourtenius dispose of the
said InQney in advancing to the distressed wives and friends
of sundry soldiers now in Canada, in the service of the
United Colonies; agreeable to the List delivered him; and
that Mr. Curtenius tr3,m!mit to General &huyler an account
of the same, to the end that the same may be stopped out
of the pay of those sold,if)rs to whose wives or friends such
moneys have been advanced.

The Congress then proceeded to hear the residue of the
Minutes and Proceedings of the Committee of Safety, be-
gining where, they had ceased heariqg them, in the former
part of this day, to the proceedings of the morning of the
12t& day of January last.

The Congress having proceeded to hear the Minutes of
the acts and proceedings of the Committee of SafE)ty as

o
o

far as those of the morning of the ,24th day of January
last, on reading the disposition therein mentioned to. have

been made of the sum of one thol!sand Pounds, left at the
disposition of the Committee of Safety for the support of
the poor, the Congress were informed that the surn of three
hundred and thirty Pounds and three Pence of the said one
thousand Pounds which had been put into the hands of
John Ramsay, had been since drawn from him by drafts
or order of the Committee, and expended in wood, cbeap
provisions, and other necessaries distributed to the poor;
that, with the remaining six hundred and sixty-nine Pounds
nineteen Shilli11gs and nine Pence, the said John Ramsay
employs many poor in spinning, weaving, and dressing flax
and m,ll1ufactuJ1ng linen cloth, (a sample whereof was pro-
duced,) in such manner as to support several hundreds of
poor; but that he is unable, to render the Institution as
extensively useful as he could wish for want of a larger
ca pita!.

Thereupon Ordered, That Piter Van Brugh Living-
ston, Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress, pay to Mr: John
Ramsay the fi1I'ther sum of one thousand three. hundred
and thirty Pounds and three Pence, for the purpose of
enabling him to employ the industrious poor in this City
in spinning and manufactures; and that the said Treasurer
take Mr. Ramsay's receipt for that sum; the said John
Ramsay to be accountable Jor the same to this Congress Qr
the Committee of Safety when thereunto required, and to
have the like commissions on this as on the former sum
which be has eIJ;1ployed in the same way.

On reading the Memorandum of the sureties taken of
Lawrence Hartwick on the 24th of January, in the after-
noon, for his appearance when called for, and his good be-
haviour, the Congress was informed by a Member that the
said Lawrence Hartwick is long since gone on board of one
of tbe ships-of-war.

Ordered, That his Sureties be called on to produce him;
and if they do not produce him, that they be brought before
this Congress.

Christopher Duyckinc7c, who was sent to apprehend
some Pilots, late of this City, a.nd nOW in the service of the
Ministerial Navy, being at the door, was acfmitted~ He
says those Pilots cameon shore, but with a boat with armed
men for their protection; that they came on shor~ frequently
in that manner; that they have been three times on shore
since he went to endeavour to apprehend ihem; that\vith-
out the assistance of twenty-five or thirty men with muskets,
he thinks it is not probable they will be apprehended ;' that
he thinks that number, with three or four days' provision,
and properly armed and lodged, may effect the taking of
them. That a Brigantine, having on board rum, sugar, and
salt, was taken yesterday evening; that Francis James, the
Pilot, went out in the vessel that seized and took her, imd
was active therein; that the PheniX has a number of boats
about her.

'

Ordered, That Colonel McDougall give such directions
ashe may think necessary for apprehending the said Pilots,
and that that matte!' be committed solely to him, and
DuyckilJck take his directions.

Captain ltlellroy, who was sent out at noon by Captain
Rutgers and Captain Randall, returned; he Was brought
near the Chair. He says there is not any topsail vessel
below but a Brigantine, which belonged to one Barns, of
Elizabethtown, llnd which is seized by the Phenix j that
four Sloop-rigged vessels (one of them very small) lie near
the Phenix j that a person informed him that he had seen
five sail off the Hook, and that two of them were Brigan-
tines.

A Message was brought" to Congress that Nicholas Low
is ready to deliver the Gunpowder purchased of him.

Ordered, That Ri'chard Norwood, Commissary of .Co-
lony Stores, be directed to receive and take the charge of
some Gunpowder, which will be delivered to him by Mr.
Nicholas Low j that he take a particular account of the
quantity, and that he mark it in such manner as tha't it may
be distinguished from the other Powder stored in the Ma-
gazme.

Congress were informed that some person in this City has
now some Muskets, and other fire-arms, preserved for, and
which did formerly belong to, the Ministeri.!l;lArmy; that
any person directed by Congress to take them for the use

.
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of the troops may be infprmed where they are. It was the
opinion and direction of Congress that Colonel ltlcDougall
go immediately and take proper measures to have them
secured.

The Congress then proceeded to hear the whole residue
of the Minutes of the Committee of Safety, to the l~th
day of February last, inclusive.

Di!) Sabbati, 10 ho. A. M., March 9, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR Nt:w-YoRK.-Mr. Van Zandt, Captain Rntger.~, Mr.

Sands, Mr. Evert Bancker, Captain Denning, Mr. Roose-
velt, Mr. Randall, Colonel McDougall.

FOR ALBA~~ ,..Mr. Abraham Yates, Mr. Ganscvoort, Ge-
neral Ten Broeck, Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-General l¥oodhull, Mr. Gelston.
FOR DCTcHEss.-Colonel P. Ten Broeck, Colonel ~for-

ris' Grabam, Mr. Gilbert Livingston.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, Colonel Ilay.
FOR RIcJ{MoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on senoice.)
FOR WES'I'CHEsTER.-Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel Jo-

seph Drake, Mr. Thomas, Major Lockwood.
.

FOR CHARLoTTE.-Colonel John TVilliarns.
FOR CUMBERLAND.~Colonel William Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.

A Letter from Messrs. CUrtenius and Elting, relative to
their contracting to supply the Continental Troops in this
Colony with Provisions, was read. *

Ordered, That it remain on file until the Congress take
up the consideration of that matter.

A Letter from Colonel Curtenill$, relative to a vast mass
of chain of Iron which General Lee directed him to have
made to be sent to the Northward, was read. He thereby
illforms that considerable parts of it are made, and requests
directions whether he shall have the same completed.

.Ordered, That Mr. Curteniusapply to Lord Stiding,
(General Lel;'$ successor in command,). and that he tak~
;Lord Stirling's directions as to that matter.

The Petition of Robert Robinson and ;~lichael Price, of
the City of New- York, Mercha11,ts,was read and filed. They
thereby testify their contrition for their conduct of vending
goods at a very advanced price, in violatjon of the Resolu-
tion of Continental Congress; and their detcm1ination strictly
to conform to the regulations of Congress, and not offend
their countrymen in future; and pray to be restored.

Congress came to a determination in the words follow-
ing, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, N ew- York, March 9, 1776.

Robert Robinson and 1tlichael PTice, of this city, Mer-
chants, having oeen duly convicted by the General Com-
mittee of Association for the City and County of New- York,
of having violated a Resolution of the Continental pongress
by vending goods at an e~orbitant and e~tortionate profit;
and. the said Robert Robins.on and Michael Price, by their
petition, having declared their contrition for their offence,
and their intention, for the future, to conform to the resolu-
tions of the Continental and this Congres~, and their desire
to make their peace with their countrymen, and to have an
opportunity of proving tbemselves sincere friends to the
liberties of America:

Resolved, That the said Robert Robinson and Mich(1el
Price have fully satisfied this Congress of their co~trition for

. GENTLEMEN: We understand that Mr. Livingstan'8 and our proposals
for furnishin~ the troops of this place were this day laid before you; and
that the mode Mr. Uving8tan proposes ditTers widely from what we ap-
prehende,l you intended it should be done.. We suppose, from this, that
Mr. Living8tan may otTer another proposal; which, if it should be grant-
ed, we beg the same indulgence. Beside, if it can consistently be granted,
we beg to qance] our former proposal, and furnish you with another by
any time to-morrow, or ~Wandq.1f next, as you think proper.

A s the providing of wood, candles, &c., is the business of the Barrack-
mast!Jr, we should rather not engage in it.

We are, gentlemen, your hum hie servants,
PETER CURTENIUS.
PETER ELTING.March 8, 177~.

P. S. Please to observe, that tbe Barraekmaster is paid by the day for
purchasing wood, straw, &c. It wOUld give' nothing to the publick.
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their said offence, and of their intention, for the future, to
act ap"reeable to the Resolutions of the Continental and this
Cong;.ess.

.

And Resolved, That they be restored to. the favourable
opinion of their countrymen; al},dit is hereby recommended
that they be nO longer considered or treated as enemies to
the liberties of America.

Ordered, That one of the Secretaries deliver a certified
copy thereof to the said Robert RQbinson and Michael
PTice, at their request, that they (according to their desire)
may be enabled to publish the same in the newspapers.

Colonel 1tlcDougall moved, and was seconded by Ivrr.
Gansevoort, that this Congress would resolve to lend Money,
without interest, to proper persons for a limited time, to en-
courage them to build Powder-Mills in this Colony. After
some time spent therein, the Congress unanimously agreed
to the following Resolution, viz:

Res~lved, That this Congress will lend to any person or
persons who shall be recommended to this Congress or Com-
mittee of Safety by the General Committee of the Counties
of Albany, Westchester, Suffolk, Dutchess, TTyon, Orange,
or Ulster, the sum of one thousand Pounds, for two years,
without interest, upon giving security to Isaac Roosevelt,
Nathaniel Woodhull, Abmham Yates, Jun., John Thomas,
Jun., Petrus Ten Bmeck, John BeTring, and Jacobus
Bntyn, and the survivor or survivors of them, for the repay-
ment of the sa111eto them, for the use of this or any future
Congress of this Colony: provided the person or persons
who shall so apply do engage, by contract with this Con-
gress or the Committee of Safety, to erect, within three
months from the' time of the said loan, a Powder-Mill of the
best quality, in such place within the Colony as the Gene-

. ral Committee of the County wherein the. same is to be
erected shall approve of: provided, always; that no more
be erected in each of the aforementioned Counties than is
hereinafter mentioned, viz: the County of Albany two, and
each of the other Counties above-named one: and provi-
ded, also, that the above application be made by the first
day of 1tlay next.

And Resolved, That John R. Livingston, Esq., be the
person appointed, and is hereby appointed, to erect the
Powder-Mills in Dutchess .County, agreeable to the above
Resolution.

OrdeTed, That some of the Members from the Counties
of Albany, Suffolk, Westchester, Dutchess, Tryon, Oran~e,
.and Ulster, prepare a copy of the aforegoing Resolution for
encburaging the erecting of Powder-.Mills for their respec-
tive County COllunittees; and that the Se-cretaries examine
the said copies; and that the Members of those respective
Counties forward a copy to each of their County Commit-
tees respectively.

On motion of Mr. Sands, Resolved aneZ OTdered, That
the Armed Schooner SchuyleT, whereof James Smith .is
Commander, lately fitted out by order of this Congress, be
ordered to cruise on the Southern Shore, between Egg-
Harbour and Sandy-Hook, to protect all Vessds coming
ilito this Port; and that the Sloop Bishop, belonging to the
Provincial Congress of this Colony, now in Egg-Harbour,
or supposed to be there, be fitted out for the like purpose;
and that Mr. Sands and Mr. Randall be aCommittee to. .

fit out, and completely arm, the said Sloop Bishop, and to
appoint a Captain and Officers for the said Sloop.

.

Mr. Van Zandt informed the Congress that the Ship
Rosamond, whereof Wright Southgate is Master, is laded
and ready to proceed to sea on Provincial account j and re-
quested a pennit for the said Master to apply to the Cap-
tains of the Ships-of-War fOTtheir permission to pass them
and proceed to sea; and, also, a pennission from this Con-
gress for the said Ship to sail. Whereupon, the two follow-
ing Orders were separately made and agreed to, in the words
following, to wit:

. . ,

OTdered, That Wright Soutkgate, Master of the Ship
Rosamond, be immediately permitted, and he is hcrebiper-
mitted, to go down to his Majesty's Ship Phenix and his
Majesty's. Ship Asia, in a boat, with such men as may be
necessary to ¥o down with the said boat.

And Ordered, That. the ~hip Rosamond, Wright South-
gate Master, with her Cargo and Lading, be permitted to
go to sea. .

The Congress resumed the matter of fixing and establish-

.
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ing a Magazine of" Provisions in "fVestchester County; and,
after some time spent therein, Congress were of opinion the
Resolution agreed on the. . . . day of . ., . for that purpose,
is imperfect, inadequate to tbe end, and that the method
thereby proposed wiII create UImecessary expense.

Ordered, That Mr. Sand's, Colonel Joseph Dralee, and
Mr. Thomas, be a Committee to reconsider the method of
establishing a Magazine of Provisions, and to report thereon.

The Committee last above-mentionea, who had withdrawn
for the purpose, speedily returned, and reported the follow-
ing Resolution, which was unanimously agreed to, viz :

Rl}solved and Ordered, That the Deputies of TVestchester
County purchase, and deposite in different Stores in that
Count)', twelve hundred barrels of good salted Pork, where-
ever it is to be bought; and that the Deputies of Albany
County purchase eighteen hundred and fifty bushels of good
Peas, and send them to the Deputies of Westchester Coun-
ty, to be by them stored in the same manner.

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Richmond
County, on the subject of regulating and arranging their
Militia, and occasioned by Mr. Bancleer's late motion for
a supply of Gunpowder, was read and approved, and is in
the words following, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, New.Y ork, Mareh 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your Deputy (Mr. Bancleer) has applied
to this Congress to spare, out of t.heir present small stock,
a little powder, to be sent to some prudent person or per-
sons in your County, for the defence of the friends to liberty
and their cO!lntry there. 'rhe objection to the measure is,
that the Militia of your County is not formed agreeable to
the regulations of the Continental and this Provincial Con-
gress. _

We therefore request you, gentlemen; to have your
County divided into beats or districts, and take proper mea-
sures that the Militia of your County be formed as soon as
possible, agreeable to the regulations above-mentioned; and
the nameS of the Captains and Subalterns returned to this
Congress without delay, tll-at their commissions may be
issued.

'

Weare, respecdully, gentlemen, your very humble servants.
By order.

To the Chairn1an and Members of the Committee of Rich-
mond County.
Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed

by tpe President, and transmitted.

Die Sahhati,4 no. P. M., Mareh 9,1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-G eneral TVoodhull, President.
FOR N EW-¥ ORK.-Mr. Scott, Mr. Prince, Captai!1 Den-

ning, Mr. Evert Baneleer, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Sands,
Mr. Randall.

FOR ALBANY.-General Ten Broecle, Mr. Abra,ham Yates,
, Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel William Nicoll, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, l\fr. Hobart, Mr. Ge/-
ston.

FOR DUTCHESS.-Colonel Ten Bl'oecle, 'Major Schencle,
., Colo!)el M. Graham, l\fr. G. Livingston, (on service.)

FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR ULSTER.--lVIr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Nicoll,

(on service.)
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Colonel Gilbert Dralee, Major Locle-

wood, l\fr. Thomas, Colonel Joseph Dralee.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancleer.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John Williams.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. ]}Ioore.

The Committee appointed to consider of, and report on,
the Memorial of Abraham Lott, Esq., Treasurer of this Co-
lony, appointed by the General Assembly thereof, delivered
in their Report, which was read; and the same being again
read by paragraphs, and amended, was resolved on, and
u/lanimously agreed to in the words following, to wit:

1st. Resolved and Ordered, Tbat Abraham Lott, Esq.,
Treasurer; and the Loan Officers of this Colony, shaB re-
ceive in payment of the principal and interest that shaB,
from time to time, become due' on the moneys' put out on
loan by virtue of an Act of the Governour, Council, 3J:ld

General Assembly of the Colony of New- Yorle, passed the
16th of February, 1771, entitled r, An act for emittiPlLthe
sum of one hundred and twenty thousand Pounds in Hills
of Credit," to b!) put out on loan, and to appropriate the
interest arising thereon to the payment of the debts of this
Colony, and to such publick exigencies as the circumstances
of this Colony may, from time to time, rendyr necessary, ,as
wen the Bills of Credit heretofore issued, by virtue of ant
law of this Colony" as those issued by order of the Congress
of the United Colonies and of the Provincial Concrress of
this Colony.

0

'

2dly. And whereas, by virtue of the aforesaid Act, the
one-tenth part of the said sum win become due, and is to
be paid UBtOthe respective Loan Officers on the third Tues-
day of April next; and whereas, by reason of the unhapPT
war brought on us by the iniquitous attempts by the Bn-
tish Parliament to reduce these Colonies to a state of sla-
very, it may be inconyenient for the go~d people of this
Colony, who have the said moneys on loan, to pay the said
one-tenth part of the same, according to the directions of the
said Act:

Resolved and Ordered, That the payment of the said
one-tenth part of the principal be, and it is hereby, sus-
pended, until the third Tuesday of April, which wi]] be in
the year of our Lord 1777; upon which day the annual
payments of the one-tenth part, pf the said principal sum of
one hundred and twenty thousand Pounds shall commence,
and continue from year to year, until the whole shan be
paid, anything in the said Act to the contrary hereof in any
wise notwithstanding. '

And whereas doubts may arise in the minds of the Loan
Officers about the disposition of such principal moneys as
may happen to be paid in :

It is hereby Ordered, That they put the same out on
loan; and that, in doing thereof, they conform, in' all re-'
spects, to the directions of the said Act.

3dly.. And whereas the publick exigencies of the Colony
are so great as to require that an the pubJick revenues of
the same should be appropriated to defray its expenses;
and whereas the Genf;1ral Assembly of the Colony have, by
a prorogation made on the day appointed for their meeting,
been prevented from proceeding to, the despatch of the
ordinary business thereof; it therefore becomes necessary for
the Representatives of the people in Provincial Congress to
attend to the proper application of the publick mon(;:ys now
in the hands of the said Abraham Lott, Esq.:

.

Resolved and Ordered, therefore, That the said Abraham
Lott be directed, and he is hereby directed, within thiity
days from this day, to lay before this Congress or the Com-
mittee of Safety, on' oath, an account of a]] the moneys that
now are, and sha]] then be, in his hands as Treasurer of this
Colony; particularly stating to what funds they belong;
and whether any and what funds are appropriated to any,
and what, uses; and every other matter which shall be
necessary to constitute a complf;1te state of the Treasury of
this Colony.

Ordered, That Mr. Elias Nixen, the Port-Master, be,
and he is permitted, to convey On board of the Ships Asia
and Phenix, and Governour's Ship, the foBowing articles,
v~:

'

,

'
[A Requisitio!1of Hugh 8r Alexander Wallace, to send

three boxes of Candles for the Governour~ is the only one
found.] .

A Letter from Hendricle Garrison, of Richmond County,
dated the 8th instant, was read and filed. He therein com-
plains that, while attending before the Committee of said
County as a witness, pursuant to summons, and while under
examination, the said Committee permitted the defend-
ants, Cornelius ~Martino,Richard Conner, and John Bur-
banle, to insult and abuse said Garrison, and asking the
advice and protection of Congress, he considering h1s,sit4a-
tion unsafe as respects either his person or property.

A Letter from John Hall.
A Letter from jl'lalcomMorrison, First Major to Colonel

Jacobus Swartwout'.s Regiment of Minute-men, in Dutchess
County, resigning said appointment, and recommending
Major Henry Ludenton to be promoted to supply the va-
cancy, was read and filed.

The Commission of said Malcom MOTTison,enclosed in
said Letter, was filed.
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A Letter from John Thomas Palmer.

A Letter from William Ellsworth, Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Safety and Observation of the Town of Kingston,
setting forth that they, on the 29th day of February l~st,.
had written to General Schuyler, informing him o~ the I~-
cIination of-Captain Elias Hasbrouck to be contmued m
service, and recommending said Hasbrouck for Captain,
Moses Yeomans for Second Lieutenant, and PetrusT/fT.
lrleyer for Ensign, in one of the four Regiments to be raised,
was r{;)adand filed.

A Letter from General Schuyler to William Ellswort,h,
Chaim1an of the Kingston Committee, in answer to theIrs
of the 29th ultimo, respecting Captain Elias Haasbrook,
and enclosed in before-mentioned Letter, was also read
and filed.

Die Lun"" 10 40. A. M., March 11, 1776.

The Congre,ssmet pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General TVoodhull,President.

FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Randall, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Beek-
man, Mr. Smith, Mr. Denning, Captain Rutgers, Mr.
Sands, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher.

FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Ab1:aham Yates, General Ten Broecle,
Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK'.-Gcneral Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Gel-
ston.

FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR ELsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.)
FOR WESTCHESTER.-,-COI.Gilbert Drake, ~Ir. Thomas,

.Colonel Lewis Graham.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel P. Ten Broeck, Major Schenck.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Lef

fertse, Mr. Covenhoven.
FOR CmmERuND.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR CHARWT1'E.-Colonel John Williams.
FOR TRYON.-Mr. frIoore.

.

General Ten Broeck informed Congress that Elizabeth
Dougherty was neglected to be .added to d:c ust of sol?iers'
wives whose husbands are now m Canada m the Contmen-
tal service, and who had money advapced them on account
of their husbands' pay.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius pay to the
said Elizabeth Dougherty the sum of five Pounds three
Shillings and four Pence, On account of her husband's pay,
and transmit an account of the same to General Schuyler
immediately.

Mr. John Vartderbilt, a Member of this Congress, having
occasion to go into the Colonies of New-Jersey and Penn-
sylvania, on publick business,

Ordered, That he be permitted to go into those Colonies,
and that it be, and it is hereby, recommended to all persons,
to let him pass Unmolested.

A Member informed the Congress that a very large
Mail, with Letters for many of the inhabifants, which came
by the Packets, is on board of his 'Majesty's Ship Asia; and
iliat his wor,ship the Mayor, who attended for the purpose,
had informed him that Mr. Foxcroft cou]d not safely go on
Iward of the said Ship Asia and bring the said Mail on
shore, without the permission of this Congress.

Ordered, That John -Foxcroft, Esq., be, and he is here-
by, permitted to go to the Shir Asia, in ,company with the
Port-Master, to receive the Mmllately arnved from England
in the Packet, and to bring the same to his office in this
City, in order to deliver out the Letters. .

From the Doorkeeper of the Council at the door, the
Conrrress was inforn1ed by one of the Secretaries, through
the Pr~sident, that his Majesty's Council are summoned to
meer this day on board of his Excellency's Ship, and re-
quests such directions as will enable them to go on board of
tbe Govemour's Ship without molestation.-

Debates arose on the said request; a_nd the question being
put, whether al!y s~ch permit shalll~e given

~
It was carried

in the affirmative, 111manner followmg, to WIt:
For the Affirmative. Fa" the :Negative.

3 Albany. 2 Suffolk.
2 Orange. 2 Cumberland.
2 King's. 2 Dutchess.
4 New-York.-Mr. Scott dissenting. 2 Westchester.

2 Tryon. .
2 Charlotte.

12 Ulster.

1() vQtes.
15 VQtes.

There(ore, Ordered, That the honourable Members of
his Maj~sty's Council, and Samuel Bayard, Jun:, Esq., thc
Deputy Secretary of this Colony, or anyone of his stated
Clerks, be permitted to go on board of his Excellency Go-
vernour Tryon's Ship, without interruption.

In order to -give despatch to the payment of Moneys that
are payable by this Congress, and to prevent' the time of the
Congress from being so often consumed on matters of ac-
count, the following Resolution was unanimously agreed to:

A. M., March 11.

Ordered, That Mr. Van Zandt, Captain Denning, Mr.
Beekman, Colonel Brasher, and Mr. Sands, be a Commit..
tee to compose a Pay-Table for the purp?se ofa.uditipg all
tbe accounts against the Treasury of thIs Congress; that
they, or any three of them, do endorse every account tbey'
shall pass; and that such qndorsement be a sufficient voucher
to the Treasurer for. the payment of such account; That
the said Committee do enter in a Book or Books, to be
by them kept for the purpose, a regular account of all the
accounts by them passed. That they be empowered to
hire and employ one able and sufficient clerk, and a room
for the purpose; and that this Congress will make provision
for the payment thereof. That they be directed to make a
separation in the Treasurer's Accounts, between those that
are of a Continental nature, and those that are merely Pro--
vincial, and keep them in a proper state to b~ transmitted t.o
the- Continental Congress when thereunto dIrected by thIs
Congress, or the Committee of Safety. That they lay be-
fore this Congress, or Committee of Safety, a state of tht~
accounts of this Colony, from time to time, as they shall be
thereunto required. That the said Committee be allowed
a re~sonable compensation for their services.

Ordered, That Colonel Brasher, General Te1i Broeck,
Mr. Scott, and Colonel John Williams, be a Committee to
consider of the powers of the Committce of Safety, and
report to this Congress what alterations therein, or addition-
al powers thereto, may be necessary; and that they report
thereon with all convenient speed. .

The Committee of King's County having this day met,
they r~commended the following ge?tleme~ to be appo!~t?d

..the FIeld and Staff-O@cers of theIr RegIment ofMJhtIa,
viz: Rlltger Van Brunt, Colonel; Nicholas Covenhoven,
Lieutenant-CoIQnel; Johannes Titus, First Major; Johu
Vanderbilt, Second Major; George Carpenter, Adjutant;
and lVicholas Coven hoven, Quartermaster.

Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gentlemen
in the offices to which they were respectively elected, and
that they be delivered to John Leifertse, Esq., agreeable to
his request.

Sundry matters were proposed to Congress as useful and
necessary to be done at and beyond Sandy-Hook, for the
protection of trade. The Congress ~-ere unanimously M
opinion that those matters will be most properly and bene-
ficially managed by a Marine Committee appointed out of
this Congress.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Mr. Randall, MI;. Rutger~J
Captain Denning, Mr. Van Zandt, and Mr. Ha7lett, be,
and they are hereby,appointed a Marine Committee, widl
full powers to take such measures, and give such directions,
and employ such persons for the prote(~tion or advantage of
trade, as they may think proper, useful, or necessary. That
they apply to this Congress when they may be in doubt, or
want advice or directions. That they be empowered to
keep such matters secret as they think necessary, mitil they
are executed. And that the said.Marine Committee have
the charge, care, and direction of fitting out the Sloop
Bishop, according to the order made on the. . . iristant.
That they be also a.,uthorized to give directions as to all im-
ports already arrived, or that may arrive in any of the Colo-
nies on the account of this Colony;. and that any three or
more of them be a quorum for the purposes aforesaid.

The Congress resumed the consideratiol\ of a draft of
sundry Resolves for an ~lection of Deputies for a Provinci~cl
Congress. The same were read; and being read a~ain by
paragraphs, debates arose on that part of the draft whIch pro-
post)s that Associators only shall have a vote. After some
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time spent therein, and debates thereon, the question was
put, whether non-Associators shall be permitted to vote?
And it was carried in the affirmative, in the mannQr follow-
ing, to wit:

For tlte .QjJi1'mative.
3 Alhany.
2 Dutehess.
4 New.York.
2 Kinl~'s.
2 Orange.
2 Ulster.
2 Tryon.
2 Cumherland.
2 We.tehester.
2 Charlotte.

For the Negative.
2 Suffolk.

2 votes.

23 vo~s.

That part of the Resolves whieh proposed the election
by ballot being then read, deba~es arose thereon. After
SOme time spent therein, it is agreed, that, as the non-Asso-
cia tors are allowed to vote, that the elect~oJ;lbe not made by
ballot.

Those two material points being settled,
Ordered, That Mr. Smith and Mr. Gansevoort take with

them the said plan for an Election; and that they make
amendments, or prepare a new draft of a plan, and resolves
for that purpose, and report the same this afternoon.

Die TJun:e, 4 ho. P. M., March 1 I, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.

FOR NE<w-YORK.-Coloncl McDougall, Mr. Beckman, Mr.
Evett Bancker, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Randall, Mr.
RfJosevelt, Mr. Van Zandt, Colonel Lott, Mr. Thomas
Smith, Mr. &ott. .

FOR Ai.BA.NY.-Mr. Abraham Yates, Mr. Gansevoort, Co-
lonel Nicoll, (on service,) General Ten Broeck.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, ]\-Ir. Hobart, Mr. Gel-
ston.

FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck, Major ,')chenck.
FOR ULSTER.--Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.)
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel

Lewis Graham, Mr. Thomas.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker, Mr. Lawrence.
FOR TRYON.-Mr. ~Moore.
FOR ORA~«E.-Colonel Allison, Colonel Hay.
FOR KINds.--Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Leffertse.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John Williams.
FOR CUMBERI.AND.-Colonel William Tf'illiams.

A Certificate, signed by the President, and attested by
both Secretaries, was given to Mr. Van Zandt for the Ship
Rosamond, in the words following, to wit:

It is hereby certified, that the Ship Rosamond, whereof
Captain Wright Southgate is Master, has been laded by
order of the Provincial Congress of this Colony on their
account, and is now proceeding to sea on her voyage on the
account and at the risk of this Colony of New- York.

Mr. Van Zandt produced a Letter fi'om - Snell,
:Master of the Sloop Ilampden, informing that he is arrived
at Philadelphia, and specifying his cargo brought on account
of thisColony. -

. Ordered, That the :Marine Committee give directions
and take the management of that Vesscl and Cargo.

A Letter from jtlalcom J}lorrison, Esq., and a Petition of
Archibald Campbell, of Pauling's Precinct, in Dutchess
County, complaining: of great irregularities and outrages
a<Tainstthe. said Archibald Campbell, by some persons from
Connecticut, were severally read and filed, and are in the
words foJlowing, to wit:

_ "New-York, March 11, 1776.

"
SIR: I make fi'ec to inform you that a number of peo-

ple fi'om Connecticut came to the house of Mr. Archibald
Campbell, in my neighbourhood, on the 28th ultimo, to dis-
possess him of his farm by force. Upon hearing of which,
I went there, and found about one dozen persons, some of
whom were anned, carrying his furniture into the street. I
expd!;tulated with them on their' doings, and told them if
they did not desist, I must call the pOS9Cto suppress them.
They, thinking themselves not sufficiently strong to proceed,
left off. I then asked them what caused them to act in the
manner they had done. They told me they. were deter-

mined to repossess all the people who had been tumed off
their places some years past, as the l;lllds belonged to Con-
necticut. I did not think it prudent to call aid to secure
them, but advised them to return, as the mode they took to
settle any controversy that might be pending, was !lnjusti-
fiable; upon which they went off, but said they would retum
with greater force. A number of others have been warned
to remove from their farms.

"I believe it would be advisable to lay the affair before
our Provincial Congress, and, if possible, have the matter
stopped, as I am apprehensive, if something Is not done to
prevent them, we shall have a secoI1d Prendergast affair fn
our County. .

"
I am, with deference, sir, your most humble servant,

"MALCOM :l\fORRISON.

"
To the Honourable Provincial Congress now sitting in the
City of New- York."

" The Petition of ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, of PAULING'S
Precinct, in the County of DUTCHESS, and Province of
N EW-YORK, Gentleman, humbly showeth:
"That on the 28th day of February now last past, a

body of men, in number about thirteen, fmm the Colony of
Connecticut, in a hostile and riotous manner, with arms and
clubs, did proceed to the dwelling-house and farm of your
Petitioner, lying in Pauling's Precinct aforesaid, and did
then and there unjustly, and without any colour of equity,
take away part of his household goods and furniture, leaving
them in the strf'et, or road, by which means they were mu.ch
exposed, with intention to dispossess your Petitioner of his
right and property.

"That they pmceeded in the same riotous and illegal
manner to dispossess others living in the said Pauling's Pre-
cinct of their goods and lands, without having any legal au-
thority for that purpose.

"That upon the interposition of the Magistrates they
dispersed, and were returning horne, but threw out many
menaces and threatenings that they would soon be back
again with a number suflicient to put their wicked designs
in execution; by means whereof, as well your Petitioner as
many other well-disposed and peaceable persons living in
said Pauling's Precinct are kept in continual fears and.
alarms, and arc very uneasy, lest they should be deprived of
their possessions and goods. And that, unless the honoura-
ble Congress make use of some means to discourage and
prevent such mischievous doings, that part of the Province
will be kept in great confusion.

" Your Petitioner, therefore, humbiy prays,. as well for
himself as in behalf of others, inhabitants of said Pauling's.
Precinct, that the honourable Provincia! Congress will take
the matter under their mature consideration, and devile, or-
der, and direct such ways and means as to them in tileir
great wisdom shall seem most fit and convenient, in order
for the effectual suppression and discouragement of such
illegal Pl;oceedings.

"
And your Petitioner shall ever pray, &c.

"ARCHIBALD C.UIPBELL.
"Frederiekshurgh, February 29, 1776."

Orderedj That the saiCl Letter and Petition be referred
to the Members of tJlis Congress from Dutchess County, to
write to the Committee of their County or the Committee
of Pauling's DistrIct, for particular information on the mat-
ters mentioned in the said Letter and Petition, and request-
in<Tsuch Committee to transmit Affidavits or other proof of
su~h facts as shall be proved to them, to this Congress, or
the Committee of Safi~ty;. and that the said Members from
Dutchess County procure such further information in the
premises as they may conveniently obtain, and make report
thereof to this Congress, or Committee of Safety, with all
convenient speed.

The Congress were informed th}lt William Douglass,
Andrew Van Thyl, and Isaac Sl:monson, had made Affida-
vit as to the loss of the Pilot-Boat Hampden, in the manner
formerly directed for the other owners. .

The said Affidavit being read and filed, is in the words
following, to wit:

.

* * * * * * * *
Ordered, That William Douglass, Andrew Van 'ruyle,

and Isaac Simonson, be paid for one quarter part of the
Pilot-Boat called the Ilampden, the sum of one hundred and
fifty Pounds; and for one-quarter part of the wages or hire
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of the said Boat and her :Mariners, the sum of twenty-two
Pounds ten Shillings, on their executing a proper convey-
ance for one quarter part of the said Boat, and delivering
over the papers re1ating to the said Boat to Mr. Jacobus
Van Zandt ; and entering into covenants to Mr. Van Zandt,
that if any moneys shan be a]]owed for the said Boat, or for
the service or detention of the said Boat while employed in
his Majesty's service, that they will pay one quarter part
thereof to Mr. Van Zandt; and also.a covenant, that if it
shall hereafter appear that the said Boat was taken by col-
lusion, or any deceit of the master or owners, or either of
them, that then they wil1 repay the said moneys to the said
Mr. Van Zandt. *

And Ordered, That a copy hereof be a sufficient war-
rant to Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as Treasurer of
this Congress, topay the said moneys.

Mr. Smith informed the Congress that - Barnard,
of Elizabethtown, is in this city; that he came this day from
on board of tbe Ship Phenix; that be says Captain Parker
informed him that he was about fitting out his Schooner Ten-
der with carriage-guns and other ne~essaries, to make her a
vessel of force, to be stationed and cruise off Egg-Harbour.

The Congress are of opinion that the said Schooner may
be very detrimental to the trade of this Colony and the
neighbouring. Colonies, and at this critical juncture in par;.
ticular, as ammunition, arms, and other necess.ary stores,
may thereby be seized and prevented from being landed.

Therefore, Ordered, That the Marine Committee of this
Congress take the examination of Mr. Barnard into con-
sideration, and ascertain what may be necessary to be done
by this Congress, and report thereon with a]] possible speed.

Mr. Smith Rarnadge, at the door, at the request of a
Memberwas admited.

.

He informed the Congress that he has a vessel nearly.This Indenture, made the ninth_day of .:lfarch, in the year of om Lord

one thousand seven hundred and seventy.six, between Tf-Tilliam Doug-
la88, ./lndrew Van Tuyl, of the city of .:Yew-Yo,'k, and baac Simunson,
of the said city, Pilot, of the one part, and Jacobus Van Zandt, of the
B\lid city, Merchant, of the other part.

Whereas the Pilot.B04 named the llampden, whereof the said parties
of the first part owned a quarter part, was lately employed by order of
the said .Jacobus Van Zandt and others to procced to the eastward of
Sandy-Hook, for Buch legal purposes as the master of the said Pilot.Boat
was directed to perf(>rm or do; and on the return of the said Pilot.Doat
towards the city of .,,'e>v' York, she was seized by the commander of his
Majesty's Ship .:ValltiI1l8, and detained as a tender: and whereas they
(the said Tf-Tilliam .D(JIlgla88, ./lndrew Van Tuyl, and Isaac Simonson)
have been paid for one quarter part of the said Pilot.Doat named the
lIampden, the su.m of on~ hundred and fifty pounds, lawful money of

';'I'hv- York; and for one quarter part of the hire and wages of the said
Pilot-13oat, and the mariners employed on board of her while she was
emplo]ed in the service aforesaid, the further sum of twenty-two pounds
ten s!tillings, lawful money aforesaid:

Now, therefore, this Indentllre wit,nesseth: 'fhat for and in considera-
tid!! of the said sum of one hundred and seventy-two pounds ten shil-
lings, to them (the said J/'illiam .Douglass,.dndrew Van Tuyl, and Isaac
Simon80n) in hand pail!, they have sold, assigned, and deJivered to the
said Jacobu8 Van Zandt their quarter part (>fthe said Pilot-Boat named
the lIamJllIen, with all her appurtenances; and they do hereby sell, as-
sign, and deliver the same to the said Jacobn8 Van Zandt, his execUtoT3,
administrators, and assigns. And for and in consid eration of the said sum
of one hllndred and sevcnty-twQ pOllnds ten shillings above-mentione<!,
they, the said TViliiam Douglas8, ./lndrew Van Tllyl, and Isaac Simon-
80n, for themselves, their heirs, executors, and administratdrs, jointly and
severally, do covenant, grant, and agree, to and with the s'lid Jacobu8
Van. Za.ndt, his executors, administrators, an.] assigns, in manner fol-
lowing, tho.t is to say: That ifany sum of money, wages, hire, (>r other
reward, shall be paid, allowed, received, or recovered for the said Pilot-
Boat named the Hampden, or for the use of the said Pilot-Boat while
employed :'S a te.nder, or while employed. in his Majesty's service, or
while she IS detamed from her owners, that they, the said H,llil,lm D.ug-
lass, .qndrew VanTuyl, and Isaac Simonson, or one of them, will pay
one quarter part thereof to the said JI,lcobu8 ran Zandt his executors
adrninistrators, qr assigns. "

And, also, that if it shall hereafter appear that the said Pilot. Boat,
n~med the Hampden, was taken on account of any information given
wIth respect to her by the master or owners of the said Boat, or either
of t?ern, oi1,y collusion, or by any. deceit of the said master qr owners,
or eIther of them, that then and III sljch case they, the said William
Dougla88, ./lndrew Van Tuyl, and I8aac Simon80n, or one of them
will well and truly repay to the said Jacobu8 VanZandt his execljtors'
administrators, ~r.assign~, the said S11mof one hundred ;nd seventy.tw~
pounds ten shIlhngs"wlthout any delay, deduction, or abatem~nt what~
soever. .

-"'In witness whereof, the said parties to these presents have to these
prese~fs interchangeably ~et their hands and seals the day and year
III thIs Indentljre first wntten. WJLLJA~I DOUGLASS,

AXI)R>:W VAX TUYL,
ISAAC SIMO~SON.

Seakd and delivered in the presence of us.:
.JoIIN LPVE,
ISAAC BRINCKERHOFP.

laded with flaxseed, intended for Ireland, by permission of
the Continental Congress; that she wiJ] soon -be ready to
go to sea; that she lies at a heavy expense; that if she
does not sail by next Friday, he must pay eight pounds per
day demurrage; that, by information received this day, Cap..
tain Parker wi]] not suffer any vessels to pass him to sea;
and that he is of opinion that the vessel he is lading is pro..
ceeding on such a voyage as that he can obtain permission
for her to sail, if he can be permitted to go down to Captain
Parker. .

Mr. Ramadge w.ithdrew.
The Congre::;s unanimously agre~ that he have leave to

go down to Captain Parker with the Port-Master, if he is
willing to be on oath not to dis.cover any matters that will
be prejudicial to the City and Colony. .

Mr. Ramadge ca]]ed in; thinks it proper that he should
be sworn. Thereupon, an Oath was administered to him
in the words fo]]owing, 10 wit: .

You swear that you will not, directly or indirectly, give
any inte]]igence concerning the preparations tha~ aremaking
for the defence of this City and Colony, to any person on
board of the ships-of-waT in the harbour; nor wi]] you carry
on board any letter OJ; papel" until you have first read the
contents, and find that it does not contain any inte]]igence
concerning the same. So help you God.

Mr. Smith Rarnadge being sworn in Congress, a Certifi-
cate or Passport was given to him in the words fonowing,
to wit:

Ordered, That Mr. Smith Ramadge be, and he is hereby,
permitted to go on board his Majesty's Ship Phenix, and to
return, in company with the Port-Master, he having been
sworn that he wi11not communicate on board the said ship
any inte]]igence relative to the preparatioDs making for the'
defence of this Colony, or carry any Letters or Papers re-
lative thereto.

A Return of Captain Westfall, and the other Officers of
his Company, to wit: the First Company of the First Re-
giment in Dutchess County, was read and filed.

"Peter Westfall, Captain; Tflilhelmus Smith, First Lieu-
tenant; Christopher Snyder, Second Lieutenant; Abraham
TYclch, Ensign."

Ordered, That Commissions issue to the gentlemen there-
by returned as elected. .

The Congress then resumed the'consideration ofa Plan
for the election of Deputies to form a Provincial Congress,
to meet when the present Provincial Congress wi]] expire.
The same was read; and being again read, paragraph by
paragraph, amended, corrected, and approved,

Ordered, That a fair copy thereof be engrossed by the
Secretaries; and that the said Plan be again read and taken
into further consideration to-morrow morning.

Die Martis, 10 ho. A, M., March 12,1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
PJ;esent: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.

FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Beekman, Mr. E. Bancker, Mr.
Smith, Colonel Lott, Mr. &ott, Colonel .McDougall, Mr.
Randall, Mr. Roosev.elt.

FOR ALBANY-.-G!;meralTen Broeck, Mr. Yates, Mr.Gans~?-
. voort, Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)
FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston, Mr.Ho-

barto
FOR WEsTCHESTEJl.-Colone1 Gilbert Drake, Colonel L.

Graham, Mr. Thomas.
FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.) .
FOR RlcmwND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker, Mr. Lawrence.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, Colonel Hay.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck, Major &henck.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Leffertse.
FOR CUMBERLA1\'D '-Colonel William Williams.
FOR CHARioTTE.-Colone1 John Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr.ltIoore.

.

Mr. Gansevoort mQYed, and was seconded by Mr. Yates
in the words following, to wit:. .'

"I move that the money arising from the duty of Excise
in the re~pec~ive Counties of Alban,y and Tryon, within this
Colony, III .VIrtue of an Act of the Governour, the Councill,
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said Committee are Qf opinion, on the information receiv~d
from Mr. Bernard, of Elizabetlttown, and from other CIr-
cumstances known to them, that a Letter should be imme-
diately written to the honourable Continental Congr~~s,
requesting that they order an Armed Vessel fitted out, to JOIn
One from this port, for the protection of trade, to cruise be-
tween the Capes of Delaware and Sandy-Hook; and they
had prepared a draft of a Letter for that purpose.

Thereupon, the draft of a Letter reportec,l by the Marine
Committee was read and approved of, and is in the words
following, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, New-York, March 12, 1776.

SIR: As we are informed, from undoubted authority, that
Captain Parker, of his Majesty's Ship Phenix, is now fitting
out a small schooner, (Bermuda brigantine,) of .eight or ~en
carriage-guns, and forty men, for the, purpose of mterceptmg
vessels between the Capes of Delaware and Sandy-Hook;
and as we have already given orders for the immediate fitting
out an armed vessel for the protection of our trade that way;
we think it necessary to acquaint you that such an one from
Philadelphia will also be necessary, to be immediately ready
to meet ours for this purpose; and that she be of such a
draft of water as that she may run into Barnegat and Egg-
llarbour. It is also necessary to be immediately informed
by you what your Marine Committee regulations are, re-
specting the wages, &c., of officers and men, that we may
regulate our.selves accordingly.

Weare, gentlemen, your very humble servants.
By order.

'20votes. To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.
Ordered, therefore, That the said motion be rejected. Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
Mr. llobart then moved, and was seconded by Colonel by the President, and transmitted.

Allison, in the words following, to wit: Mr. Thomas Buchannan, of the City of A~ew-York, Mer-
"1 move that this Congress do resolve that the Treasurer chant, beinO"at the door, was admitted at the request of a

of this Cono-ressbe directed to advance, out of any Moneys Member, who had previously mentioned his business. Mr.
that shall be in his hands, to the several County Commit- Buchannan requested permission to go to the Ship Phenix
tees of the Counties of New- York, Albany, ulster, Orange, to apply to Captain Parker for permission for a Brigantine
Dutchess Westchester, Richmond, King's, and Suffolk, or belonging entirely to Merchants in Glasgow,.and bound there,
their ord~r, any sum that may be necessary to deji-aythe in- to go to sea. Mr. Thomas Buchannan haVlngfirst heard thecidental charges of their respective Counties, provided the formof an oath, as entered in the Minutes on the II th instant,
same does not exceed the sum of fivehundred Pounds; and read, ,)VasduJy sworn, in the words therein contained.
that the same shall be laid on each respective County, with Ordered, That Mr. Thomas Buchannan be, and he is
the first Moneys t~at shall be raised by a Colony Tax, for hereby permitted, to go on board of his Majesty's Ship
the purpose of sinking the Bills of C.redit emitted by the Phenix, (in company with the Port-Master,) he having
Continental and the Provincial Congress." been first duly sworn that he will not communicate on board

Debates arose on the said motion, and, after some time any of the Ships-of-"War in this Harbour any intelligence
spent therein, relative to the preparations making for the defence of this

Ordered, That the sarne be committed to Mr. Smith, to City or Colony, nor carry any Letters or Papers on board
frame such Resolve thereon as he may think wiII be most relative thereto.agreeable to a majority of the Deputies of this Congress.

Daniel Whitehead Kissam, one of the Committee of Great-
A Memberinformedthe Congress that Mr. Foxcroft is Neck and Cow-Neck,beingat the door,wasadmitted. Rein

under apprehensions that the Order of this Congress, made substance informed that Mr. Isaac Sears, with a number of
yesterday, pennitting hirri to &0 to the Ship Asia, for the men armed, had been in Queen's County, imposing a veryMail, from England, and to bring the saI?e on shore, may solemn Test on sundry of the inhabitants, and amongst others
be considered as obliO"atoryon him to brmg the same on on Captain ltIott, who had signed the Association, J?ade a
shore; and that he I~ay, in the said Mail, receive instruc- publick submission, and had been restored; that thIS mea-
tions from his superior in office to the contrary. sure had created great unea.sinessin the County.Thereupon, Resolved, That the Order of this Congres~, Mr. Kissam also deliveredthe followingLetter fromthe
of yesterday, for penl1itting John Foxcroft, Esq., to go to 1115 said Committee, which was read, and is in the following
Majesty's Ship Asia for the Mail from England, was by no words, to wit:
means intended to be obliO"atoryon that gentlemen to do

* * * * * * * *any act" contrary to his ins~ructions, or to oblige him to
The said Letter being read,

""
brin" the said Mail on shore, bnt only to operate as a per- Ordered, That the Secretaries bring to the Chamber, in
mission to him to go on board, and return with the said Mail the aflernoon, a printed copy of the late Resolutions of theif he should think proper. Continental ConO"ress,relating to Tories, or persons dis-

.Mr. Randall informed the Congress that a parcel of Sol- affected; and Mr~ Kissam was requested to attend again at
diers were some time since quartered in the house where si~ o'clock, in the evening.
Mr. Lambertus Deronde, one of the Ministers of the Dutch Mr. Hobart, from the Committee appointed to report a "

Church, had for some years resided; that at the time the Resolution for the procuring of Blankets and Arms, deli-
said Soldiers were quartered ther"e, Mr. Deronde had a

vered in their Report"; which was read, amended, resolved
number of long Holland pipes, some wine, a parcel of on, and unanimously agreed to, in the words following, to
Dutch Sermon;; of his own composition, and sundry other

wit:
articles in the said house, which were used or destroyed by In Provincial Congress,New-York, March 12,1776.
said Soldiers.,

" "

Resolved,That it be recommendedto the Committeesof
Ordered, That Mr. Randan, Mr. Antltony Rutgers, and the several Counties, Cities, Manors, Towns, Precincts, and

Mr. lIobart, be a Committee to ,inquire by whose defau~t Distri~ts within this Colony, to purchase, for the use of the
Mr. Deronde has suffered such loss, and to what sum ~lS Continental Troops now raising for the defence of the Co-
said losses. amount in the whole; and that they report wIth lony, good and su~cient Blankets, at the most reason~ble
all convement speed. prices, not exceeding two ,Dollars for each, and to dehver

Mr. Randan, fromthe Marine Committee, reported that the the same to the commandmg Officer of any Company of
FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v. 24~

and the General Assembly of this CoJony, entitled 'An Act
to lay a duty of Excise on strong Liquors in this Colony,
and toa.ppropriate the money arisi~g therefrom' -:-may be
appropriated by the Cou~ty CommItt~es of the smd several
Counties, towards defraYing the contmgent charges of tlIC
said Committees, if the said Committees respectively shall
think proper; and that a full power be given to the said
Committees, respectively, to nominate and appoint Commis-
sioners of Excise in tlwir respective City and Counties,
with full power to such Commissioners to exercise the said
office and receive the like rewards as is allowed to the Com-
missi~ners appointed by the said Act; and that. the said
Commissioners, before they enter upon the executIon o.f the
powers and authorities ves~edin them, s?al1 rcsp~ctlve~y
enter into bonds to the ChaIrman of the smd CommIttee; 111
the several sums affixed by the said Act to the respective
Counties, and in the same condition."

Debates arose on the said motion, and the question beiJ)g
put thereon, it was carried in the negative, in

.

the manner
following", to wit:

FoT' the ~q.ffit'1native.
3 Alb..ny.-General Ten Bt'oeck
2 Tryon. dissenting.

5 votes.

For the .Yegative.

2 Suffolk.
4 New-York.
2 Orange.
2 Ulster.
2 Cumberland.
2 Richmond.
2 King's,
2 Charlotte.
2 Westchester.
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said Troops who shall apply for them, whose certificate of
such delivery shall be a sufficient voucher. And it is further
recommended to the said Committees, to purchase good
Muskets or Fire-locks, of as large bores as pos~ible, for
the use aforesaid, and to deliver them as before directed.
.And the Committee are hereby desired, with all convenient
speed, to send, with proper vouchers, their accounts to this
Congress, or the Committee of Safety, in order for pay-
ment.

A true copy from the Minutes: .

ROBERT BENsoN, Secretary.

Ordered, That the Secretaries get one hundrpd' copies
thereof printed, by ten of the clock, to-morrow morning.

Die Martis, 3 ho. P. M., March 12, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR N EW-Y oRK.-Colonel McDougall, Mr. Scott, Mr.

RandaZZ, Captain Rutgers, Colonel Brasher, Colonel
Lott, Mr. E. Bancker, Mr. Beckman, Mr. ,"'mith.

FOR ALBANy.-Mr. Yates, General Ten Broeck, Mr. Ganse-
voort, Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Gel-
ston.

FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,
(on service.)

FOR RlcHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Baneker, Mr. Lawrence.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Colonel Gilbert Drake, Mr. Thomas,

Colonel L. Graham.
FOR DUTcHEss.-ColoneITen Broeck, Major Schenck.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, Colonel lIay.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John Will£ams.
FOR CmIBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.. . ,

Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis Graham informed the Con-
gress that Colonel Drake's men, and the other Troops sta-
tioned at Horne's Hook, near lIell-gate, lodge in an uncom-
fort\1ble manner for want of Cribs for their Beds; and that
it is necessary that a Carpenter be sent there to make Cribs
for their Beds.

Ordered, That Colonel L. Graham procure a Carpenter to
go to llorne's Hook to make Cribs for tlIP men-one of the
company of Artificers, if he can be spared; and, if not, any
other proper Carpenter.

Mr. Hobart informed the Congress, !hat M,~jor Malcom,
who was sent to dismantle the Light-House, was returned,
and had executed that matter effectually, with the assistance
of Colonel George Taylor, and some of bis men; that Major
];lalc()m found it impossible to take out and save the Glass,
as well for want of tools as by reason of the time neces-
sary for that purpose, and was therefore obliged to break it;
that Major Malcl)m had delivered the Lamps and Oil, two
Tackle-Falls and Blocks, removed from the Light-House, to
Colonel George Taylor, and taken a receipt fi)r the same;
which was read and filed.

"Middletown, March 8, 1776.

"Received from l¥illiam "~Ialcom, eight copper lamps,
two tackle-falls and blocks, and three casks and a part of
a cask of oil-being articles brought from the Light-House
on Sandy-Hook-and which I will deliver to him, or to the
order of the Provincial Congress of the Colony of New-
York, when called for.

" G T C 1 l "EORGE AYLOR, 'OtOne.

Daniel TFhitehead Kissam, one of the Cornmitte~ of Cow-
Neck and Great-Neck, in Queen's County, being examined
in Congress, says: That on Saturday last, at the honse of
Richard Smith, in llerricksJ he met Captain Jacob ];Iott ;
that the said Mott informed him that he had been appre-
hended by order of Colonel Scars, ~nd had been sworn ;
that this examinant there saw a copy of the oath which was
administered to the said Jacob Mott, and others; that this
examinant asked the said Jacob ];Iott why he did not pro-
duce to Colonel Sears his restoration or clearance from the
Congress; that the said Jacob lUott said he had offered
to show it to Mr. Sears, but that he would not look at it.
That the examinant has been informed by James Cornell,
Frands Davcnport, and Jonas Valcnt1'ue, severally, that
they had beei1 sworn; that Mr. Sears had with him, as he
was informed, a number of armed soldiers; and that the said

soldiers brought up the people to be'swQrn. That the Com-
mittee of Cow-Neck and Great-1Veck are much dissatisfied
at this proceeding, and think there is no safety; that the pea-
pIe of llempstead, and at the South-side, whom he has con-
versed with, are distressed; and that he is of opinion that
such proceedings tend to convert Whigs to be Tories.

Mr. Kissam withdrew.

Mr. Randall thereupon moved, and was second~d by M~. ,
Yates, that Mr. Sears be requested to attend this Congress"
and inform by whose order he undertook and transacted the
said matters in Queen's County.

Debates arose on the said motion, and a considerable
time was spent therein. The further consideration thereof
is postponed till to-morrow morning.

The Congress then proceeded to read the Proposals for
entering into Contracts for the maintenance of the Continen-.
tal 'I,'roops in this Colony; and also a Letter on that sub..
ject fi'om Curtenius and Elting, and another Letter relative
thereto from Abraham LivingstQn. .

After having heard the whole read, and some tin1e spent
therein, the further consideration thereof is postponed for the
present.

The Congress then adjourned to ten o'clock, to-mOlTO'V
mormng.

Die Mcrcurii, 10 ho. A. M., March 13, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FaIt NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Randall, Mr. Beekman, Colonel

Lott, Mr. J7an Zandt, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. E. Bancker:,
Mr.. Rutgers, Captain Rutgers, Colonel ];ICDougall, Mr..
Smzth, Mr. Scott. ..

FOR ALBANY.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Abra~.am Yates:,
Mr. Gansevoort, ColonellvlcoZZ, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-GeneraJ Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Gel..
ston.

FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broeck, Mr. .'::Jchenck,Mr..
G. Livingston, (on service.)

FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel falmer:,
(on service.)

FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus:
FOR WESTCHESTER.-l\fr. Paulding, Colonel G. Drake"

Colonel L. Graham, !\II'. Thomas.
FOR RICIIMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR ORAKGE.-Colonel Allison, Colonel llay.
FOR CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John Williams.
FOR CCMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.
Fan TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.

Colonel JJ:lcDougall delivered in an Account Current of
sundry sums of money by him advanced to Messengers, Ex..
presses, for Sloop-hire, and to Printers, for services on the
publick account, and for the 1Ise of the Colony; which was
read and fiJed. The Receipts and Vouchers attending the
said Account, and therein referred to, were read. By said
Account Current and Vouchers, it appears that a balance
of one hundred and eleven Pounds six Shillings and one
Penny half-Penny is due thereon to Colonel ];[cDougall.

Therefore, Ordered, That Peter Van Brngl~ Living..
ston, Esquire, as Treasurer of this Congress, llay to Colonel
JJ[cDougall one hundred and eleven Pounds six Shillings
and one Penny half-Penny, in full, for the balance of that
Account, and take his receipt for the samc.

A draft of a Resolution for the loan of Moneys to the
County Committee of each respective County, was J'cad.
Being again read, paragraph by paragraph, Mr. Smith moved,
and was seconded by Captain Rutgers, that the words

" and milking such allowances to the Deputies in Provincial
Congress as the respective County Committees shall judrre
proper," be obliterated.

0

Debates arose on the said motion, and the question being
put 'thereon, it was carried in the negative, in manner fol.
lowing, to wit:

For the JYegativc.

Every County prespnt, except
New-¥ork.-23 votes.

Fol' tl.e .!1.ffh'mqtive.
New-York, 4 vutes, Colonel.~[c.

Dougall and Mr. .fl. Rutg'er./
dissenting.

Therefore, the same being resolved on imrl agreed, was
ordered to be entered in the IVIinutes, in the words following,
to wit':
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March 13, 1776.

Whereas the several County Committees in this Colony
may have occasion to borrow Money to enable them to de-
fray the. continO"ent char<res they are, or may be put to, in
support of the ~ause of tlle United Colonies against t!Je in-
iquitous attempts of the British Ministry and Parliam(mt to
enslave this Continent; and whereas the imposition of Taxes
on the inhabitants of this Colony, to enable the County
Committees to pay the said contingent charges, may be very
inconvenient at this time; this Congress, from an earnest
desire to encourage the 'friends to liberty in supporting the
common cause, do resolve to advance, on loan, .out of the
Colony Treasury, to each County Committee a sum of
money not exceeding the sums following, for the purpose of
paying the charges aforesaid, and of making such allowan?es
to the Deputies in Provincial Congress as the respectIve
County Committees shall judge proper; that is to say: To
the City and County of New- York, the sum of twelve hun-
dred Pounds; to the City and County of Albany, the sum
of Bight hundred Pounds; to the County of Suffolk, the
sum of four hundred and sixty Pounds; to the County of
Richmond, the sum of one hundred and twenty-nine Poun ds ;
to Kina-'s County, the sum of two hundred Pounds; to the
Count; of ulster, the sum of three hundred and sixty
Pounds; ro the County of Or~mge, the sum of two hundred
Pounds; to the County of 1Vestchester, the sum of four h\ln-
dred and thirty Pounds; to the County of Tryon, the sum
of four hundred Pounds; to the County of Cumberland, the
sum of one hundred Pounds; to the County of Charlotte,
the sum of onc hundred Pounds; to the County of D!ltchess,
the sum of four hundred and twenty Pounds. And it is
uQderstpod that the sums of money which several of the
Counties have already received out of the Treasury for their
particular purposes, shall be deducted by the Treasurer out
of the respective sums allowed to such County in the fore-
going resolutions, and that the security given for such sums
be delivered up. And it is

Resolved (ind Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Li,ving-
ston, Esq., Treasurer of this Congress, shall and do pay to
the Chairman of each respective County Committee in this
Colony, such sum or sums of money a~ the said Committees
shall, from time to time, apply for, to discharge the contin-
gent char'Tes aforesaid of each respective County, provided
the sum o~'sums of money, so applied for, shall not, in the
whole, amount to more than the sum hereinbefore allotted
to each respective County; and that an order of each respec-
tive County Committee, signed by the Chairman, and at-
tested by the Clerk of the said Committee, with a receipt
from the person in whose fa IToursuch order shall be drawn,
shall be to the said Treasurer a sufficient voucher for the,
amount of the said order.

And it is further Resolved, That each respective Coun-
ty in this Colony shall stand charged, and be accountable to
the Treasurer of this Congress, for such sum and sums of
money as the said Treasurer shall advance to e~ch respec-
tive County Committee, pursuant to the foregomg resolu-
tions; and that the same shall be raised and repaid into the
Treasury of this Congress by Tax or Assessment on the
inhabitants of each respective County, when thereunto re-
quired by this or any future Congress of this Colony.

The Congress then proceeded to consider of a Plan for
constitutincr a Committee of Safety during their next intend-
ed adjourr~ment, and to settle the powers of the said Com-
mittee. A part of the draft of the said Plan was read; and
that Pilrt of the said Plan which forms the Constitution of
the said COlllmittee, and the first fift~en powers given to the
said Committee, were read, paragra'ph by paragraph, and
a<rrced to, except by ColonellUcDougall, 1\'11'.Rhea, Mr.
Hobart, and Mr. it/oore, who dissent to, and disapprove of
the Constitution or method of fornling the said Committee,
and request that their dissent may be entered.

Messrs. Scott, Hobart, and ftfcDougall, informed the Pre-
sident that they had received a message from a gentleman,
requesting to see them on some matters of pubJick impor-
tance. They thereupon, with leave, withdrew, to return
without delay.

Ordered, That Colonel1J;lcDougall, Mr. Yates, and Mr.
Hobart, be a Committee to consider what Manufactures may
be necessary fi)r the convenience and defence of this Co-
lony, and to report thereon with all convenient speed.

""

Messrs. Scott, Hobart, and McDougall, returned and re-
ported that it was Lord Stirling who had sent the message,
upon which they had obtained leave to go out of the Con-
gress. That Lord Stirling, as Commander of the forces
here, had received a Letter, by order of General TVashing-
ton, from Stephen ~Jtlo!/lan,his Aid-de-Camp, informing that
the Ministerial Army are embarking from Boston, and that
his Excellency has good reason to imagine that j'lew- York
will be the place of their destination. That the said Letter
was also accompanied with a copy of an application of the
Selectmen of the town. That Lord Stirling had, by them,
sent those papers to this Congress, and requested that they
might be returned to him. The said Letter was read, and
is in the words following, to wit:

,

"Cambridge, March 9, 1776.

" SIR: I have it in command fr9m his Excellency Gene-
ral1Vashington, to inform you that, in consequence of his
determination to possess himself of the Height at Dorches-
ter, a cannonade and bombardment was begun on Saturday
nicrhdast on the town of Boston, continued on Sunday night,b .
and on 1J;/onday mght. A vast number of shot and shells
were thrown into the town, under the cover of which the
intended purpose was effected. On the enemy perceiving
ilext morning that we had taken post, they were all hurry
and bustle embarking their troops (as was expected and
wished for) to attack us; but the violent storm which came
on that day prevented them, and disappointed us, who were
prepared to give them a warm reception. The possession
of these Heights are preparatory to our forming a fort upon
Nook's Hill, which com!TIands the south ofEoston, and
to which their shipping will be much exposed. This they
seem to be well aware of, and are now making every pre-
paration for moving oft: Captain Erwin, escaped from town
the night before last, assures us that this is their intention. It
is corroborated by a message from the Selectmen of that
town to his Excelleney, a copy of which you have en-
closed.

"These informations will not prevent the General from
proceeding in his advances to the town; so that, if they do
not move off, he is determined to force them to a battle, or
make that town so hot that they will have but little rest
therein.

"
His Excellency has good reason to imagine that lVew-

York will be the place of their destination. He therefore
desires that you will exert yourself to the utmost in prepa-
ring for their reception. He has ordered the armed schooners
to be in readiness to attend their motions, and give the ear-
liest intelligence of the course they steer; by which intelli-
gence his motions will be governed. If they steer west,
you may expect a large reinforcement from his Army, and,
in all probability, the main body will soon follow. You
will please to communicate this to the Provincial Congress
or Conveti.tion, who, the General doubts not, will co-operate
with you in using every endeavour to prevent their forming
a lodgment before his Excellency can corne or send to your
assistance. The fate of America depends upon this cam-
paign; and the success of this campaign will a good deal
depend upon your exerting yourselves with vigour upon this
occasIOn.

" I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, hum-
ble servant

S 1\11' A 'd d C' " TEPHEN lY.lOYLAN, t - e- amp.
"To the Commanding Officer of the American Forces at

New- York."

"
Boston, March 8, 1776.

"
As his Excellency Genera] lIowe is determined to leave

the town with the troops under his command, a number of
the respectable inhabitants, being anxious for its preserva-

'tion and safety, have applied to General RQbertson for this
purpose, who, at their request; has communicated the same
to his Excellency General Howe, who has assured him that
he has no intention of destroying the town, unless the troops
under his command are molested during their embarkation
or at their departure, by the armed force without; which
declaration he gave General Robertson leave to communi-
cate to the inhabitants. If such an opposition sbould take
place, we have the greatest reason to expect the town will
be exposed to entire destruction. As our fears are quieted
with regard to General Howe's intentions, we beg we may
have some assurances that so dreadful a calamity may not
be brought on by any weasures without.
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"
As a testimony of the tn1th of the above, we have sign-

ed oar names to this paper, carried out. by Messrs. Thomas
and Jonathan Amory and Peter Johannot, who have, at the
earnest entreaties of the inhabitants, through the Lieutenant-
Go:vernour, solicited a flag of tn1ce for this purpose.

"JOHN SCOLLAY,

"
TIJI:[OTRY NEWELL,

"THmIAs MARSHALL,
"SAMUEL AUST]N."

Ordered, That the Secretaries keep copies of the Letter
of Stephen Moylan, and of the Application of the Select-
men of Boston; and that they return the originRI Letter,
and the copy received from Lord Stirling, with all possible
despatch.

Mr. &ott. informed the Congress that Lord Stirling re-
quests th.at a Committee of this Congress may be appointed
to confer with him on sundry matters relative to the defence
of this City and Colony.

Ordered, That Mr. &ott, Mr. Randall, ColonelltlcDou-
gall, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Hobart, be a
Committee of this Congress to confer with Lord Stirling;
and that they report the result of such conference with all
convenient speed.

The Congress conceiving that the intelligence received
&om Cambridge renders it necessary to have a Magazine of
Provisions immediately laid in store,

Ordered, That Colonel Gilbert Drake immediately re-
pair to Westchester County, and purchase twelve hundred
barrels of the best Pork, and have the same safely stored,
agreeable to the resolve of this Congress of the 9th day of
March instant. That he take with him from New- York a
sworn Inspector and repacker of Pork, to inspect and re-
pack the same; and that he purchase and store, at the
cheapest rate in his power, Flour sufficient for the use of
five thousand Men for a month.

Die Mercurii,4 ho. P. M., March13,1776.
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General rVoodhull, President.
FOR N EW-Y oRK.-Capt. Denning, Mr. Sands, Mr. Beck-

man, Colonel Lott, J\Jr. E. Bancker, Mr. Hallett, Mr.
Rutgers, Mr. &ott, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Roosevelt, Mr.
Van Cortlandt, Mr. Van Zandt.

FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Abraham Yates, Mr. Gansevoort; Co-
lonel Nicoll, (on service,) General Ten Broeck.

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gel$ton, Mr. Ho-
bart.

FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Colonel L. Graham, Colonel Gilbert
Drake, Mr. Pauldin!(. .

FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,
(on service.)

FOR DUTcREss.-Colonel Ten Broeck, Major &henck.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Covenhoven, Mr. Polhemus, Colonel Van

Brunt.
FOR RlcR~lOND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker, Mr. Lawrence.
FOR CRARLoTTE.-Colonel John William$.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, Colonel Hay.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. ltloore.

A Letter from Major-General Schuyler, dated the 6th
day of JJlarch instant, was read and filed, and is in the words
following, to wit:

"
Albany, March 6, 1776.

"SIR: I take the liberty to remind you of the necessity
of forwarding, without the least delay, the naval stores
which I did myself the honour to request of you in my for-
mer letters.

" A heavy rain has fallen within these two days and broke
up Hudson's River as far down as Half-ltloon. A few warm
days, I hope, will clear the river of ice in all its extent.

"Please to order up ten sets of pump-boxes. I fear it will
be impossible to find clothing. at this place for Colonel Van
Schaick's Regiment. I wish, therefore, that what can be
procured may be sent up the soonest possible.

" I am, sir, with esteem and respect, your most obedient
humble servant,

" P SHII.IP CRUYLER.

"To Colonel Woodhull, President, &c."
Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius, as Commissary, pro-

cure ten sets of Pump-Boxes, and forward the same to Ge-
neJaI Schuyler with all possible despatch.

.

Francis Lewis, Esq., a Delegate for this Colony in Con-
tinental Congress, informed this Congress that the subject
of commissionating private Ships-of- W ar and Letters of
Marque was in contemplation in Congress; and that the
Delegates for this Colony requested the sense of this Con-
gress relative thereto. Congress took the same into consi-
deration, and agreed that it is the opinion of this Congress
that such a measure is very right. and proper; and Mr.
Lewis was infornled of the same, and requested to inform
the other Delegates of their opinion in this particular.

A Letter from Captain Daniel Denton, relative to his
Company raised for the Continental service, and now ready
for duty, was read and filed, and is in the words following,
to wit:

"New.York, March 13, ]7'76.

"GENTLEMEN: Having received a warrant from your
honourable House for the purpose of inlisting a company of
men in Orange County, to act in o,ne of the four battalions
raising within this Province, for the service of the United
Colonies, I beg leave to inform you that I have my company
complete as to number, and that I have inlistcd a number
of genteel young fellows outof reputable families, who would
choose to elothe themselyes entirely; receive the value of
some things proposed to be given them-such as hats, shoes,
stockings, &c., in cash; and beg your indulgence in that
respect.

"Some of the men would willingly find their own guns,
if they are not already provided; but the most of them are
without that article.

"I am now in town, waiting the direction of Congress.
"I am, respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient,

humble servant,'
" D D. ANIEL EN'rON.

"
To the Honourable the Provincial Congress for the Colony
of New- York."

Ordered, That Captain Denton be informed that sllch
men in his Company as \vill provide themselves with any
articles promised to he furnished to the Troops by Congre?s
at publick expense, shall be allowed for the same the prices
fixed by the Continental Congress; and that Captain Den-
ton be requested to inform his men that, by the tenllS of
inlistment, they are to provide their own Arms and Accou-
trements. .

A Letter from Robert Livingston, Esq., offering to the
publick the llse of his Furnace and hands, to east Cannon
for the defence of the country, was read and filed, and is
in the words following, to wit:

, "Manor Livingston, March 2, 1776.

"
SIR: I did myself the honour to answer your letter of the

25th of January on the 5th of February, and sent it by my
cousin, (Gilbert Livingston,) who promised me to deliver
it; advising that my furnace wO\1ld be ready to begin her
blast early in April, and that the Committee should be very
welcome to have the use of her, with all my stock arid
hands, to cast guns, or any other implements of war, pro-
videdthey could procure proper and skilful men who un-
derstood the casting and moulding of them, for that I had
none about my works. Since which I have received no
answer. I am now to inform you that the time draws near
that we must cut the hearth and put it in; which, possibly,
may not suit the casting of great guns, as we shall do it in
such a manner as to suit our business. I wish to have your
answer before the 15th current, that I may know how to
conduct myself: ,

" I am, sir, your most humble servant,
"ROBE:RT LIVINGSTON.

"To Mr. Joseph Hallett."
_ The Congress took the said Letter into consideration;

aind, considering that Cannon are already making in another
Colony for the Continental Ships-of-War, and that it is not
prohable any other Cannon will be cast in this Colony than
the few additional CannQn that may be wanted for its own
defence, and that they have not proper Artificers now remain-
ing in the Colony for that business, are of opinion that it
will not be proper to accept of Mr. Livingston's venerous
offer, as it may do him 'a very great injury.

0

Ordered, That Colonel Brasher prepare and report a
draft of an Answer to Mr. Livingston's said Letter.
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A draft of an Answer to the Letter of Robert Living-
ston, Esq., was read and approved of, and is in the words
following, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, New-York, March 13, 1776.

SIR: This day your letter of the Qd instant came to hand.
After returning you our thanks for the offer you have made
us of your furnace, for the purpose of casting artillery, we
beg leave to inform you that we conceive the season of the
year is too far advanced to admit of our sending up a pro-
per person to determine whether your furnace is so con-
structed and situated as to answer the end we had in 'view.
The Committee of Safety have informed us that, in your
first letter in answer to ours, you had some doubts on that
head. lVhen the Committee of Safety wrote to you, it was
from an apprehension that heavy artillery might he wanted;
since which you have doubtless been informed of the man-
ner in which a supply has been obtained. To alter your
works only for the purpose of procllring a few pieces of can-
non, if it were practicable, would not be worth while to
desire it on our part, would be injurious to you, and incon-
sistent with the high ~ense we entertain of your attachment
to the rights of your country.

Weare, sir, with great esteem, your most humble ser-
vants.

By order.

To Robert LivingstrJn, Esq.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted.

A long Letter from Colonel. Abraham Hasbrouck, at
Kingston, in Ulster County, alleging that he is superseded
in his rank as an Officer in the Militia, was read and filed.

Another very long Letter from said Colonel Abraham
Rasbrouck, Johannes Snyder, and the. other gentlemen
lately appointed to be Field and Staff-Officers of the North-
ern Regiment in Ulster County, and covering all the Field
and Staff-Officers of that Regiment, was also read and filed.

The gentlemen who wrote the last above-mentioned Let-
ter, amongst many other childish reasons therein contained
for returning their Commissions, have assigned the two fol-
lowing as the principal; first, as they are called Officers of
the Northern Regiment of [Tlster County; and, secondly,
that their Commissions bear test on the date posterior to the
date of many of the inferior Officers of their Regiment.

The said Letters and Commissions having been received
by tne post:

Ordered, That Mr. lJilcKesson pay the postage, (fifteen
Shillings and ten Pence.)

The Congress then proceeded further to consider of, and
determine, the powers of the Committee of Safety, and, be-
ginning with the sixteenth power, as hereinafter contained,
the whole residue of the powers of the said Committee were
read tl~rough, amended, and approved of.

Thereupon, Orderr..d, That the same remain, and be
taken into further consideration the first convenient oppor-
tunity.

The Committee appointed this morning, at the request of
Lord Stirling, to confer with him on matters relative to the
protection and security of this City and Colony, returned.

The said Committee delivered in a Report containing~
1st, An Account of several measures already taken by his
Lordship as COlilmanding Officer of the Continental Forces
in this Cjty, for the security and defence thereof; secondly,
A draft of sundry Resolutions proposed by the said Commit-
tee as necessary to be entered into and carried into execu-
tion by this Congress, for the safety and defence of this City
and Colony.

The second part of the said Report was read, and, being
again read by paragraphs, and sundry amendments therein
made, the same was ordered to remain for further consi-
deration.

Die Jovis, 10 ho. A. M., March 14,1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjourpment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-YoRK.~Mr. Sands, Colonel Lott, Captain

Rutgers, Mr. Rutgers, Captain Denning, Colonel Mc-
DOUf!all.

FOR. ...\I,BANY.--Mr. Yates, General Ten Broeck, Mr.
Gansevoort, Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston.
FOR D[)TcHEss.~Colonel Ten Brocck, Major &hen£k~

Colonel lJilorris Graham.
FOR RICHMOND.~Mr. Adrian Bancker. .

FOR lhsTER.~Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palm(!r!
(on service.)

FOR ORANGE.~Colonel Allison, Colonel Hay.
FOR KING's.~Mr. Polhemus, Lieutenant-Colonel Caven-

hoven, Colonel Van Brunt.
FOR WESTC:II:ESTER.~Colonel Lewis Graham, Mr. PaUl-

dina'.
FOR CHARLOTTE.~ColoneI John Tt'illiams.
FOR TRYON.~Mr. lJiloore.

The Bond of John R. Livingston, Esq., and his securi-
ties, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit:

"Know all men by these presents, that we, John R.
Livingston, .of Rhinebeck Precinct, Dutchess County, and
Patrick Dennis and John Dawson, of the City of New-
York, MeJ;chants, are held arid firmly bound unto Isaac
Roosevelt, Nathaniel Woodhull, Abraham ¥lItes, Jun., John
ThQmas, Jun., Petrus Ten Broeck, John Herring, and Ja-
cobus Bruyn, and the survivor tJr survivors of them, in the
sum of two thousand Pounds, current money of New- York,
to be paid io the said Isaac Roosevelt, Nathaniel Woodhull,
Abraham Yates, Jun., John Thomas, Jun., Petrus Te~t
Broeck, John Herring, and Jacobus Bruyn, or the survivor
or survivors of them. Sealed with our Seals. Dated the
fourteenth day of lJilarch,one thousand seven hundred and
seventy-six.

.

"Whereas the Provincial Congress of the Colony of
New- York, pursuant to a resoll!tion of the said Congress,
have lent to the above bounden John R. Livingston the slim
of one thousand Pounds, for two years from the date hereof,
without interest, as an encouragement to him to erect a
Powder-Mill in such place in Dutchess County as the Ge-
neral Committee of the said County shall approve of: Now,
therefore, the condition of the above obligation is such, that,
if the above bounden Jolin R. Livingston does, within three
months from the date hereof, erect a Powder-Mill of the
best quality in such place in Dutchess County as the Gene-
ral Committee of the said County shall approve of, and,
also, if the said John R. Livingston does well and truly
repay the said sum of one thousand Pounds so lent as afore-
said unto the above-named Isaac Roosevelt, Nathaniel
Woodhull, Abraham Yates, Jun., John Thomas, Jun., Pe-
trus Ten Broeck, John Herring, and Jacobus Bruyn, or the
survivor or survivors of them, within two years .from the
date hereof, then the above obligation to be void; but, Po.
faillU"e or non-perfornlance of any or either of the. above
condit.ions, to be and remain in full force.

"JoHN R. .LIVINGSTON.,
"PATRICK DENNIS,
"JOHN DAWSON.

" Sealed and delivered in the presence of~
"ABRAHAM LOTT,
"THOMAS JONES."

John R. Livingston, Esq., having given bond, with secu-
rities, to Isaac Roosevelt, Nathaniel T¥oodhull, Abralwm
Yates, Jun., Esquires, and the other gentlemen named in
the Order of this Congress of the 9th instant, and contracted
to build a Powder-Mill within three months, agreeable to
the said Resolution:

Therefore, Ordered, That Petcr Van Brugh Livina'ston,
Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress, advance to John R.
Livingston, Esq., the sum of one thousand Pounds, and
take his receipt for the same.

The Congress agreed. that. Colonel Drake pemlit four
Men in his Regiment, inlisted with Captain-Lieutenant
James Moore, in his Artillery Company, to go into that
service.

A Certificate of Stephen Badlam, Captain of AJ;tilIery,
was read and filed. He thereby certifies that he has exa-
mined Alexander Hamilton, and judges him qualified to
command a Company of Artillery.

Ordered, That the said Alexander Hamilton be, and he
is hereby, appointed Captain of the 'Provincial Company of
Artillery of this Colony. .

The Congress, considering that it will be necessary to
have some gentleman appointed statedly to pay the Pro-
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vincial Artillery Company of this Colony, were of opinion that
Colonel itlcDO'Iigall would be proper for that service. Colo-
nel itlcDougall, present, agreed to undertake that service.

Therefore, Ordered, That Colonel McDougall pay the
Artillery Company of this Colony as their pay shall become
due, until further order of this Provincial Congress, or their
Committee of Safety.

The Petition of David Shaddell, setting forth his poverty,
and the injury he received on the 18th ultimo, in removing
the Canno"n from the Battery, and praying for some relief
and assistance, was read.

Ordered, That Doctor Jolm Charlton, for the present,
take charrre of, and attend the cure of David Shaddell's
hand a}1d~TI11; and that he report to this Congress the cir-
cumstances of the said David /:;haddell.

The Congress were informed by a Member that the
workmen employed in unspiking the Cannon on the Green,
in this City, are so negligent in their business that it is
necessary to set a Guard over them to keep them at work.

Therefore, Ordered, That Lord Stidillg be authorized,
and he is hereby authorized, to command as many Black-
smiths, or other fit persons who are acquainted with drilling
Cannon, as he may think proper, to open the Cannon in
thjs City, and place a Guard over them, to keep them at
work until the said Cannon are unspiked, except for such
time as shall be necessary for their proper refreshment.

A draft of a Letter to the County Committee of Ulster
County, to attend six blank Commissions, to be by the
said Committee filled up for the Field or Staff-Officers for
the First or Northern Regiment of the same County, was
read and approved of, and IS in the words following, to wit:

In Provin.cial Congress, New-York, March 14, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have DOwunder consideration the sub-
ject of two letters received from Colonelllasbrouck, respect-
ing the Regiment of Militia in your County, which he was
commissioned to command. There appears to be a great
dissatisfaction among the Field-Officers; and the Colonel
declines serving, by reason of your altering the name of his
Regiment, an9 our appointing George Clinton, Esq., Bri-
gadier-General of the Militia of []lster and Orange Coun-
ties. You cannot be ignorant of the multiplicity of business
before us, and the impropriety of an app1ication to us upon
that subject, as we have, by a letter, datrd the 22d of De-
cember last, referi'ed the settlement of that matter entirely to
YOll. The reason of this step must he obvious to you wl1Cn
you reflect that it is impossible for us to judge of the quali-
fication of any person. in your County. We beg you will
accommodate this difference; and, that you may not be
under the necessity of applying to Congress on the subject,
we enclose yuu six blank commissions, which you will
please to fill up for such persons as you conceive best quali-
fied; being previously assured that the person you appoint
will serve, and that his political sentiments are friendly to
American liberty.

'Ve are, yours, respectfully.
By order.

To Jacobus Bruyn, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of
mter County. .

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted, and that six Commis-
sions be signed by the President, and countersigned by one
of the Secretaries, and enclosed. therein.

A copy of the examination of Craigg was
brought into the Congress by Mr. Robert Benson, who, by
order, had called on Lord Stirling and taken a copy from
the original, wbich was taken by his Lordship. The said
copy of the examination was read and filed, and is in the
words following, to wit:

"Craig, lately a soldier in the First Regiment of York-
ers, declares that he was employed by one Vernon, a hatter
of this City, to rig out a Sloop the said Vernon had lately
purchased by order of Governour Tryon, to be employed by
the Governour as a tender or cutter, and occasionally to
cruise in the North and East-Rivers; that the said Vernon
was to be supplied by the said Governour with swivels for
the said Sloop; that the'said Qraig went On board (with
the said Vernon) of the Dutchess of Gordon, and there con-
versed with the Governour and the Attorneys General
Kempe and Skinner, who urged him to be active in pro-

curing as man)' men as 'Possible,not only.for the said Sloop,
but for the Asia, and other men-of-war soon expected here;
that above fifty or sixty soldiers now in town in the Conti-
nental service were engaged by the said Vernon for the
service of the Ministry."

Ordered, That Colonel Hay and Colonel :JJ1orrisGru;-
ham be a Committee to go to Thomas Vernon and take Ius
Examination, and report the same with all convenient speed.

A Letter or Memorial from Jacob Bampor was .read and
filed. He thereby requests a Captain or Lieutenant's com-
mission in the Continental service. .

Ordered, That the Member of King's County, who
brought in the said Letter, infonn Mr. Bamp<JT that there is
not any vacancy.

Die Jovis, 4 ho. P. M., March 14, 17'~6.

The Congress m~t pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President. .

FOR NEw-Y ORK.-Co]onel }jiIcDougall, Colonel Lott, Mr.
Randall, Mr. Sands, Mr. E. Bancker, Captain Rutgers,
Mr. Hallett, Mr. Van Cortlandt, Captain Denning.

FOR ALBAl'<'Y.-Mr.Yatl;s, General Ten Broeck, Mr. Gan-
sevoort, Colonel Nicoll, (on duty.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. llobart, Mr. Gel-
ston.

FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Ten Broec", Major Schenck.
FOR WEsTcHEsTER.~Mr.Paulding, Colonel Lewis Gra-

ham. .

FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,
(on service.)

FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison.
FOR RICmIOND.-Mr. Adrian BeIncker.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. it1oore.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-CoJonei William Williams.
FOIl CHARLOTTE.-Colonel John Williams.

The several Proposals for victualling the Continental
Troops in this Colony were read, and referred to Mr. Ran-
dal', Mr. Hall<:.tt, Mr. Paulding, and Mr. Sands, as a
Committee to report thereon with all possible speed.

The Committee above-mentioned, reported that the Pro-
posal of Mr. Abraham Livingston for contractiilg for the
Continental Troops in this CoJony, is the lowest and most
advantageous: Therefore, it is

Resolved and Agreed, That his Proposals be accepted,
and that a Letter be written to the Continental Congress,
informing that honourable body of the terms on which the
said Troops can be supplied with Rations.

Ordered, That Hamilton Young b~, and he is hereby,
permitted to go on board of his Majesty's Ship Asia, or
the Packet, in company with the Port-Master, to receive
his Letters, he having been first du]y sworn that he will
not communicate oQ, board of the' ~hips-of-'V ar, or any
of the other Ships in the harbour, any intelligence concom-
ing the preparations making for the defence of this City
and Colony, or carry any Letters or Papers relative thereto,
or giving any intelligence concerning the same. Mr. Sands
and Mr. IIallett are appointed a Committee to view such
Letters as Mr. Young brings on shore before they be de-
livered.

It was represented to Congress that Captain Daniel Den-
ton, of Orange County, has his Company full, and ready
for service; that Lord Stirling has ordered him with his
Company to New- York; and that he is in necessity for some
money to pay the wages due his men, that they may fur-
nish themselves with some necessaries.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as
Treasurer of this Congress, advance to Captain Daniel
Denton the sum of sixty Pounds on aCCO~lllt,in part of
the pay of his Company, and take Captain Denton's receipt
for the same; Captain Denton to be accountable for that
sum paid him On .account for his Company.

A .permit was given to the Port-Master to carryon board
of the Ships Phenix, (packet,) Asia, and Dutchess of Gor-
don, a great number of articles, mentioned in a memoran-
dum delivered in by the Port-Master arid filed. He was
aJso permitted to carry on board for the use of. the Ship
Asia, certain quantiti~s of Provisions and other articles,
specified in a list or memorandum of Abraham Lott, Con-
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tractor, and endorsed on the back of the Port-Master's
memorandum, Rum excepted.

A Letter from Abraham Livingston, Esq., was read and
filed. He thereby informs that he has received a deputa-
tion from Walter Livingston, Esq., in the Department of
Commissary-General, to ftlrnish all Continental Troops in
this part of the Colony with Provisions, and that lwwill
continue to act in that appointment until further order, or
some contract made for supplying the said Troops.

A Letter from the Committee. of Essex County, in New-
Jersey, on the subjects of the Pay and Provisions, &c., of
their Militia ordered into this Colony by Lord Stirling, was
read and filed, tllld is in the wQrdsfollowing, to wit:

"
Newark, March 14, 1776.

"
SIR: The Earl of Stirling last night requested of the

County of Essex the assistan.ce of three or four hundred
men, to march to New- York as soon as possible. 'Ve th!nk
proper to inform you of it, and, also, that we have agreed
to comply with the request, provided it be agreeable to the
Provincial Congress of New- York. You will therefore be
kind enough to let us know by the bearer the sense of the
Congress about it. 'Ve have given orders for the m(~n to
be raised immediately, and they will be ready to march to-
morrow, or next day at farthest. The Congress is tlesired,
also, to inform us how the men are to be providnd for, and
by whom to be paid, and when quarters and provisions will
be ready for them. Three hundred men are ordered to be
raised in this County.

"
I am, sir, your most humble servant,

"WILLIAM BURNET, Chairman.

"To the President orCongress, New- York'."
A draft of a Letter in answer to the Committee of Essex

County, in New-Jersey, was read and approved of, and is
in the words following, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, New-York, March 14, ]776.

SIR: I have communicated to Congress your favour of
this day, and am directed to inform you that they approve
of the requisition made by the Earl of StirNng. Thc
Congress have a grateful seDse of the readiness your people
manifest to comply with his request. Quarters will be pro-
vided ~l' your Troops, but we wish them to bring a Quar-
termas~r with them. An Assistant to the Deputy Com-
missary-General will furnish them with provisions. 'Vho
shall pay the troops is a qucstion to be determined by the
Continental Congress. 'Vhcn our aid shall become neces-
sary to our neighbours, we shall cheerfully give it, and put
this question. on the same issue.

And are, sir, your vcry humble servants.

To WIlliam Burnett, Esq., Chairman of the Committee for.
the Town of Newark.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted by the bearer from New-
ark, in waiting.

The Con!.!:ress then proceeded to take into further consi-
deration the~Report of the Committee who conferred with
Lord Stirling on the 1:3th instant, on the measures necessary
to be taken for the defence of this City and Colony. The
said Report being read, and again read by paragraphs, and
those parts of it that remained to be carried into execution
cOrrected, amended, resolved on, and unanimously agreed
to, is in the words following, to wit:

Rerrzdations agreed to for the Defence of the City of
N EW-YORK, between Lord STIRLI~G, General of the
Continental Army,. and a Committee of the Provincial
Congress of the Colony of N EW-YORK.

Lord Stirling has already ordered Golonel payton, with
the Third Regiment of the New-Jersey Troops, and also
six Companies of the Second Battalion of the Pennsylva-
nia Troops, immediately to proceed to this City. He also
wrote to the Chairmen of the Committees of six Counties
in New-Jersey, to send at least three hundred picked men,
well accoutred, from each. And has informed the President
of the New-Jersey Congress of the intelligence received
from General Washington, concerning the embarkati?n of
the Ministerial Troops at Boston, and requested hUll to
give us all possi?le ass~stance, on the supposition that those
Troops are destmed hIther. He has a!so ordered all the
Artillery to be put in the best order possIble.

Lord Stirlin[[ infoMlls the Committee of th~ arrival of a
quantity of Po'Wder in this City, amI that another quantity
is soon expected, both directed by the Continental Con-
gress for the service of the Army at Cambridge. It is
agreed that the forwarding of the said Powder be deferred
till further order of the Continental Congress, and that an
express be immediately despatched to them by Lord Stir-
ling on the subject.

']st. Res()[ved and Ordered, That all the male inhabi-
tants, capable of fatigue, be immediately employcd on the
Fortifications of this City, and as well all the Negro men
in the City and County of New- York, in the manner
hereinafter-mentioned, to wit: That the commanding offi-
cers of each corps draw out one-third of his respective
corps, and also one-third part of all the malc inhabitants
capable of fatigue within the districts or beats of the Mi-
litia, whereof he is the commanding officer, to parade in
thc Common, at nine o'clock, to-morrow morning, without
armsJ but provided with as many intrenching tools as th.ey
are possessed of; and that they take care to have one-tlmd
of all the Negro mcn in their respective districts turned out,
provided in the same manner; that they continue to have
the third part of their respective corps, and one-third part
of all the male inhabitants capable of fatigue, and also one-
third part of all Negro men within their respective beats
turned out every day, and so on from day to day. to work
on the said FQ1,tifications until further order; that the com~
manding officer of each respective corps for the time being
on any fatigue or day of labour may receive an able-bodied
hired man in the place of any other person, or any servant
or slave in the place of his master, when it is not the pro-
per tour of labour of duty of such hired man, servant, 'OJ;
slave.

2dly. Resolved, That it be recommended to the Ge-
neral Committee of New- York to make immediate report
of all the Provisions and Bar-Iron in Town; to prevent the
exportation of either of th9se aJ1icles /i'om thc City and
County of }{ew- York till further order of this Congre;;s, or
the Committee of Safety, except such Provisions as the
sub-Committee of the City of New- York have, or may
have, given pernlits for before the receipt of this Resolve,
which the said sub-Committee are at liberty to permit to
be exported, but from' the City of New-York only, and
agreeable to the permits they have already given, if they
think proper.

3dly. Resolved, That Dr. John Jone.~ and Dr. Treat
arc hereby authorized to purchase aJl the Hospital l\fedi-
cines and Stores and apparatus in this City which they
shall think necessary in .the premises, and that they make
report of their doings to this Congress, or Committee of
Safety; and that they take the direction and disposition of
the Hospital stores in the possession of Mr. Commissary
Curtenius.

4thly. Resolved, That the Provincial Congress issue im-
mediate orders to the Committee of King's C~)Unty to order
the inhabitants of that County to give assistance in fatigue
to Colonel 1Vard, thereby turning out for the service as
m,any of the male inhabitants, Negroes included, every day,
to work at the Fortifications in that County as the Com-
mittee of that County and Colonel Ward shall think neces-
sary; and that they take with them their spades, pick-axes,
shovels, and hoes, and to begin the wQrk on Friday next,
and they be under the like regulations, as to the number
of officers, pay, and provisions, as the Militia of the City of
New- York.

5thly. Resolved, That the Marine Committee be, and are
hereby, empowered to take the direction and management
of keeping proper Look-outs, and by proper persons, to
discover any number of Ships on the coast, or approaching
or entering Sandy-Hook; and that every Committee, Offi-
cer, and person in this Colony, give them any necessary aid
for that purpose which the said Marine Committee may
reqUIre.

'

6thly. Resolved and Ordered, That the Colonels of the
Regiments in Orange County, on the south side of the
Mountains, do draft out of their Regiments at least one hun-
dred men, in the following proportions, to wit: Sixty-five
privates out of Colonel Hays's Regiment, and thirty-five
privates 'out of Colonel Lent's Regiment, and as many
more men out of these two regiments as will turn out
volunteers for 'that service, to be immediately sent to this
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City, armed and accoutred in the best manner possibl~,
who shall be entitled to receive the same pay and proVI-
sions as the other Continental forces in this Colony.

7thly. Resolved and Ordered, That Colonel Joseph
Drake and Colonel Thomas Thomas, of Westchester Coun-
ty,do dra.ft out of t.heir Regi!llents two hund:ed me~, in
the followmg proportIOns, to Wit: Tw? compames o~ slx~y-
five privates each, besides the Capta~ns an~ other mfenor
officers, out of Colonel Joseph Drake' s Reglm~nt, and one
company of sixty-five privates, with the Captam and other
inferior officers of Colonel Thomas's Reglm4:mt, and as
many more m~n out of those two regiments' as will turn
out volunteers for that service, to be immediately sent to
the City of New- York, armed and accoutred in the best
manner possible, and to be joined to Colonel Samuel
Drake's Regiment, and to receive the same pay and pro-
visions as the other Continental forces in this Colony.

8thly. Resolved and Ordered, That the respective c?m-
mandinD' Officers be directed, pursuant to the regulations
made f6r the Militia of this Colony, to levy and collect a
fine of ten Shillings upon each of those who do not appear
accordinD' to tbe above order, and carefully reserve the same
for the disposition of this Congress or Committee of Safety.

9thly. Resolved and Ordered, That the Officers be in
the proportion of one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, on,e
Major, one Adjutant, and one Quartermaster, to each Regi-
ment consistincr of six hundred and fifty men; and one
Capt~in, two Lieutenantsl an~ ~ne Ensign, for,every sixty-
five privates, and non-com~lsslOned ?fficers m the same
proportion; that the officers and soldiers so employed be
allowed the Continental pay, and ten Pence half-Penny
per day instead of provisions for each day they shall do
work.

IOthly. Ordered, That the Officers commanding the par-
ties upon faticrue do make an exact return of all the men
so employed to the Provincial Congress, or Committee of
Safety, every night.

Ordered, That the Secretaries deliver out Copies to the
Colonels of the respective Regiments in th~ before written
Resolutions mentioned, of the said Resolutions, as may be
necessary for them respectively. -

Captain John Warner, of the Militia of New- Yor,k" at-
tendincr at the door, sent in a WaITaut from Lord Stzrlmg,
as' co~mander of the Continental forces at present of this
City, authorizing the said John Warner to proceed to Rich-
mond County, and take the persdn of James Boy,d, and
hrinD'him before the Provincial Congress, or Committee of
Safety, with such evidence as he had against him. The
said John T¥arnerwas called in and heard.

Joseph Welpley, a witness ~gainst John, James BO!jd, of
Richmond County, was called m and exammed, and his ex-
amination taken down in writing, and filed. .

The Concrress considering the evidence offered, are of
opinion that the said John James Boyd is so unimportant and
insignificant a person in the community, as not to deserve the
expense or trouble of appre.h~n~ing him without ~urther tes-
timony of some overt acts mnlllcal to the Amencan Colo-
nies, and therefore dismissed Captain ~Var1Zera[ld Joseph
Welpley, with commendations of their vigilance and rea~i-

ness and directed them to inform the Congress, or Commit-
tee ~f Safi~ty, if they shpuld know of any future ill beha-
viour of the said John James Boyd.

The Congress took into consideration the late Letter of
1Villiam Leary, Town-Major, setting forth his great share
of hard duty and his small means to support himself and
his family without pay.

Thereupon, a motion was made and seconded, that 1Vi.l-
liam Leary, Town-Major, be allowed the pay of a CaptaIn
on the preSe!lt Continental establishment, irom the 8th day
of December last to the 8th day of April next, one of these
days included. .

The question being put t1?ereon, it.was determined in the
affirmative in manner folloWIng, to Wit:

For the jJ.tfirm(Jti~'e,
2 Westchester.
2 :King's.
2 Tryon.
2 Ulster.

4 New-York.
3 Albany,
2 Cumberland.
2 Suffolk.
2 Richmond.
~ Charlotte.
2 Dutche~s.

- Orang~ divided.

25 votes.

Therefore, Resolved, That 1Villiam Leary, Town-Major,
be allowed the pay of a Captain on the present Continental
establishment, from the 8th day of December last, to the 8th
day of April next, one of those days irlCluded.

Oliver Templeton, of the City _of New- York, Merchant,
at the door, was admitted. He informed this Congress that
a Ship, laded under his direction b;: order of the Continen-
tal Congress, bound for Ireland, IS ready to pu~ to sea.
That as the said Ship, or the greater part of her, IS owned
in Britain, and the lading consigned Jar the payment of
British debts, as appears by the papers relative t?ereto, ~e
is in hopes to prevail on Captain Parker to permit the saId
Ship to pass him and go to .sea, a~d therefo;e reguests per-
mission to go on board of CaptaIn Parker s Ship for that
purpose.. , ,

The said Olzver Templeton havmg III Congress taken the
oath usually administered to pers?J1s goin~ on board, of ~hips.'
of-War in this harbour, a pemllt was given to hIm m the
words following, to wit:

Ordered That Mr. Oliver Templeton be, and he is here,.
by permitt~d to go on board his Majesty's Ship Phenix, with
th~ Port-Master and to return, he having been sworn that
he will convey ~o intelligence relative to the Fortifications
erecting in or near this City.

Die Veneris, 9 ho. A, M., March 15,1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General lYoodhull, President.

FOR NEW-YoRK.-Mr. Sands, Mr. Randall, Mr. Va",
Cortlandt, Mr. Butge/'s, Captain Butgers, Colonel Me..
Dougall, Mr. Evert Baneker, Colonel Lott.

FOR ALBANY.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Abraham Yates,
Mr. Gansevoort, ColoneLYicoll, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Hobart, Mr. Gel-
ston.

FOR DUTcHEss.-Col. Ten Broeck, Colonel M. Graham,
Major R. G. Livingston.

FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
..

FOR ULs'!:ER.-Mr. Rht:a, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,
(on service.)

FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR RlcHMoND.-Mr. Adr£an Baneker.
FOR WESTCHESTER'-Mr. Pau(ding.
FOR CHARLOTTE.--':'Colonel John 1Villiams.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. j}[oore.

The Congress were informed !hat Mr: Jacob Le Ro~
says Dr. ~i~liam Farquhar told ~)Jmhe might depe~d on It
that the Mmlstry would exert theil' utmost force agamst the
Colonies, and that sixty thousand foreign Troops were
coming over.

Ordered, That Mr. Pettit, the Doorkeeper, call on Jacob
Le Roy, Esq., and Dr. William Farquh.ar, and r~quest
them respectively to attend at the Congress Chamber, m the
City-HaIl, immediately.

Mr. Abraham Livingston attending, was admitted. He
produced a draft of a Contract ~or victuaIling the Tro~p~ to
be employed in this Colony, which was read. Mr. !:ZVZl1g-
ston then requested to know what SU~11of money this Con-
gress would advance him to enable llll~ to carry on the ~on-
tract, and what sum per month they will agree to pay hun ;
and Mr. Livingston withdrew. .

Debates arose on the said request. The sums proposed
were five thousand Pounds, as soon as 1\Ir. Livingston shall
have given security to peJform his contract, and five thou-
sand Pounds per month, if the supplying of the Troops
shall require that sum. . .,The. question ,being put thereon? It \V,ascaITIed III the af-
firmative, Captalll Rutgers only dlssentmg from the vote of
his County.

Resolved, therefore, That this Congress will advance to
Mr. Abraham Livingston five thousand Pounds, as soon as
he shall have given security to perform !lis contract, and pay
him five thousand PQunds per month, If the supply of the
Army stationed in the Colony of New- Y01'k shall amount to
that sum, or require it. .

.
Ordered, That Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Gansevoort be a

Committee to examine the said draft of the Contract, and
report thereon this afternoon.

'
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:Mr. Jacob Le Roy attending, was admitted. Jacob Le
Roy, Esq., says, that Dr. William Farquhar toJd him he
might depend on it the :t\'Iinistry wouJd do what they could
by force; that there were sixty thousand foreign Troops
coming over, among which were twenty thousand Russians;
that on his asking Dr. Farqnhar how he knew that, he an-
swered Mr. 'Temple had said so; that he (Mr. Le Roy)
then offered that he would lay a beaver hat with Mr. Tem-
ple that it was not true; that Dr. Farquhar offered to lay
him a beaver hat of the truth of it; that he (this examinant)
refused to take the advantage of him, but said he was ready
to lay the wager with Mr. Temple; that he (this examinant)
then told Mr. Farquhar that he should make use of the in-
telligence he had given him, and that he must give him leave
to call on him as the author.

Dr. William Farquhar attending, waS admitted. Dr.
William Farquhar says that he heard some countrymen,
at the Ferry, say that Mr. Temple had said that thirty thou-
sand foreign Troops were coming over here. Having heard
Mr. Le Roy's examination read, says that he did not infonn
him of sixty thousand, but of thirty thousand; that he told Mr.
Le Roy that he wondered at the different reports-that Mr.
Temple should have told some that no Troops were coming
over, and has told Qthers that large numbers were coming
over; that he does not know the persons of whom he heard
the report at the Ferry.

A Permit was given to Robert Murray and Ichabod B.
Barnet, after being sworn, in the words following:

Ordered, That Robert Mur,r(1Y and Ichabod B. Barnet
be, and. they are hereby, permitted to go on board his Ma-
jesty's Ship PAenix and Governour Tryon's Ship, in com-
pany with' the Port-Master, and he return; they having
been sworn that they will give no intelligence relative to the
Fortifications erecting for the defence of this Colony.

Ordered, That the GeneraJ Committ~e of the City of
New- York assist Mr. Garret RoO/'back, the Barrackmaster,
to provide Quarters, without delay, for the following Troops,
expected soon to arrive in this City, to wit: For six Compa-
nies of PennsybJania ReguJars; for eight Companies of Jer-
sey Regulars; Jor one thousand Jersey Militia; -and for at
least three hundred Militia from different Counties in this
Colony; and that the Troops of the respective corps be
placed as near each other as possible.

A Letter from the Committee of Slf.ffolk County was
read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit:

therein mentioned, and, amongst oth,fJrs, to the Committee of
Suffolk County the sum of four hundred and sixty Pounds,
payable to the Chainnan of the County Committee, or his
order; and whereas the Deputies of the said County of
Suffolk, for want of such order, have requested that the
said sum of four hundred and sixty Pounds may be advanced
to them on the bond of Nathaniel Woodhull, John Sloss
Hobart, and David Gelston, Esquires, to Peter Van Brugh
Livingston, Esquire, Treasurer of this Congress, until such
certificate from the County Committee shall be produced to
entitle them to have the said bond returned, to which re-
quest this Provincial Congress unanimously agrees, and the
said bond is executed accordingly:

Therefore, Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Living-
ston, Esq., Treasurer of this Congress, pay to tbe said N(1-
thaniel Woodlmll, John Sloss Hobart, and David Gelston,
or anyone or more of them, the sUm of four hundred and
sixty Pou~lds, and take a receipt of the pay for the same;
and that he receive the Bond before-mentioned for that mo-
ney, and retain the same until such Certificate as aforesaid
from the said COlmty Committee shall be delivered to him
in lieu thereof, or until the further order of the Provincial
Congress, or of the Committee of Safety.

Die Veneris, 4 ho. P. M.,March 15, 1776~

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. RandaZZ, 1\11'.Van Cortlandt, Mr.

Evert Bancker, Captain Rutgers, 1\1r. Sands, Mr. Hal-
left.

FOR ALl~ANy.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Abraham Yates,
Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel Nicoll, (on service.)

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Gelston.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel P. Ten Broeck, Major R. G.

Livingston, Colonel1~forris Graham.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Pauld'ing.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,

(on service.)
For ORANGE.-Colonel Hay, Colonel Allison.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Baru:ker.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel WWiam Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Jtloore.

-Colonel Ilay, from the Committee appointed to examine
Thomas 'Vernon, delivered in their Report, and the Exami-

- "Suffolk County, March 1, 1776. nation of the said Thomas Vernon, which was read and
"

GENTLEME:S: In pursuance to your recommendation, filed.
the Committee of this County have ordered that no wheat It thereby appears that the said Thomas Vernon is a
or flour that shall be made after this date, nor any barrel worthless fellow, of no consequence. That no dependance
pork or beef, be exported from this County until the 1st day is to be put on his information. As to Craig, the said Com-
of April next, unless the Provincial Congress or this Com- mittee gave it as their opinion that he ought to be separa-
mittee shall otherwise order. As this County stands in need ted from Vernon, and not confined in the same place with
of a considerable SUm of money to defray their past ex- him.
penses and to pay their Deputies for their attendance on

The Congress then resumed and read the ConstitutionCongress for the p~esent year, we beg the favour of a loan
of five hundred pounds; which this County will repay as and powers for a Committee of Safety during their recess.

t JI b th to 011 t th d The whole were read, sund ry amendments made thereto ,soon as i wi e in eir power c ec e same; an
desire the Deputies from this County may receive the mo- and, the same being finally determined, resolved on, and

r. h agreed to, are in the words following, to wit:vey, they having our order lor t at purpose.
RId Th h C

.
f S £ r. . C I, "Weare, with the greatest respect, your humble ser- esove, at t e ommHtee 0 a ety lor thiS oony,

appointed by this Congress on the 16th day of Decembervants. By order:
"WILLIAM S~IITH, CAairman. last, be, and is hereby, entireJy dissolved; and that a Com-

H To the Honourable Provincial Congress in New- York." mittee of Safety for this Colony shall, notwithstanding any
former order or resolve, be formed, and is hereby fanned, in

On reading the said Letter, the Congress agreed to lend the manner and with the powers hereinafter mentioned; and
or advance to the Deputies of SuffolkCounty, on their that a quorum thereof shall consist of seven Counties re-
bond, or the bond of those present, four hundred and sixty presented in Committee.
Pounds. That any thre.e or more of the Members for the City

Whereupon, the said entry of that matter, and order and County of 1Vew-York be a quorum, to represent that
thereon,was read,and agreedto, in the wordsfollowing,to City and County in the said Committeeof Safety.
wit:' That Peter R. Livingston" Robert Yates, and Jacob

In ProvincialCongress,New-York,Marc))15,1776. Cuyler, for the City and County of Albany;.Dirck E.
The Committee of the County of Suffolk having, by Wynkoop, Esquire, SamuelBrewster, and Henry Wisner,

letter dated the 1st instant, requested the loan of a sum of Jun., for the County of Ulster; .Morris Gralwm, Jacob
money, which they therein say their County will repay as Everson, or .anyother Member for the County. of DutcM~!.i
soon as it is in their power to collect the same; and whereas Colonel pzerre Van Cortlandt, Colonel Gzlbert Dra]ceJ
the Provincial Congryss of this Colony, by their resolution of and Mr. Paulding, for the County of Westchester; Jere..,
the 13th dayof March,instant,resolvedto advanceon loan, miah Clarke and Tennis CooperIfQrthe County of Or-
out o(the Treasury of thisCongressto eachCountyComn)i(- ange; Mr. Polhemus, Mr. Leffertse, Mr. Vanderbilt, ;;Lnd
tee, a som of money not exceeding the sum for that purpose 1\11'.Covenhovcn,for King's County; Thomas Treadwell,

FouRTa SERIES.- VOL. v. 25
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or any other Member, for the County of Suffolk; Co10nel
John}f1illiams, or Mr. Alexander Campbell, for the County
of Charlotte; Mr. ~Moore,or Mr. Wills, for the County of
Tryon; Mr. Adrian Banel(er, or Mr. Richard Lawrence, for
the County of Richmond ;' a~d Colonel William Williams for
Cumberland County; with any three or more Members for
the City and County of New- York, to be the Committee
of Safety for this Colony, to have duration until the second
Tuesday in May next.

.

That each of the Counties, except New- York, be effec-
tually represented by one ~Iember.

That every vote, order, or resolve, in the said Commit-
tee be by CouDties, and not by Poll; and that in estimating
every vote, order, or resolve, the respective voices be as
follows, to wit: The City and County of New- York, four ;
the City and County of Albany, three; and every other
County, two. '.

That every lVlember of this Congress who attends the
Committee of SauJty, may sit in said Committee, and join
in the VQte of the County to which he belongs.

That in case any of the before-named persons should,
through sickness or otherwise, be unable to attend the said
Committee, the Deputies of the County where sucn person
or persons so unable to attend resides, shall appoiilt and im-
mediately send one other of their Members to supply such
deficiency. ,

That the said Committee of Safety be fully vested with
the following powers and authorities, and under the follow-
inLYRegulations, to wit;

"'1st. A power to grant all Commissions in the Militia of this
Colony, subject to the regulations thereof as established by
the Provincial Congress; and the said Committee have the
same powers as to the nomination and election of officers,
and the granting and refusing of Commissions to officers' of
every rank, as this Provincial Congress while sitting.

2d. A power, during the recess of this Congress, in case
of any alarm, insurrection, or invasiofl, or for any matter or
thing, for the executing whereof military force shall or may
be ;ecessary, to order and direct the Militia' of the Colony,
or any part thereof; subject, nevertheless, to the control of
this and the Continental Congress.

3d. Thelike power, during such recess, £I'DIntime to time,
in snch cases as are last mentioned, to order and direct any
of the Continental forces that shall be within this Colpny,
and be by any order or appointment of the Continental
Congress, under the direction of this Congress; subject,
nevertheless, to such control as aforementioned.

4th. A power, by drafts on the Treasurer, to apply all
such moneys as shall be appropriated to uses, but not ac-
tually applied by this Congress.

5th. A power, by like drafts, to appropriate and apply
any such moneys as shall, from time to time, be by them
judged necessary for contingent services; provided the same
do not, in the whole, exceed five thousand Pounds.

6th. A power to execute, or cause to be 9xeeuted, orders,
) resolves, and recommendations, as well of the Continental

as of this Congress.
7th. A power for the care, direction, and dispositioJ.1of

the magazines, arms, and ammunition, and other miliiary
stores and implements belonging °to this Colony, or which
shall be committed by the Continen!R1 Congress to the care
and direction. of this Congress..

8th. A power, in the recess of this Congress, to call a
meeting of the same, when and where, in the judgment of
the Committee, any emergency shall require it.

9th. A power to enjoin secrecy on their Members, and
others under their direction, as to all matters in the execu-
tion of their trust, wherein they shall judge it necessary.

10th. A power, during the recess Qf this Congress, to open
and answer all letters directed to this Congress, or the Pre-
.~ident thereof.

11th. A power to comply, as far and as often as they
shaH think proper, with any requisition by the Generals of
the Continental forces, or any or either of diem.

12th. A power to take up and examine persons suspect-
ed to bave broken the resolution"1 of the COlJtinental or this
Congress, or to have in any otherwise acted inimical to the
liberties of their country; and, according to the discretion of
the said Committee of Safety, to discharge such pp.J"sons,or:,
to send them to the General Committee of the County to
.whom it \Day belong to determine the matter.

13th. A power to carry into execution a settlement of
acconnts with the Gontinental Congress; which this, Con--
gress recommends to..their Committee of Safety to be done
with. all possible despatch.

14th. A power to appoint signers for the ell\issioQ of the
paper currency lately resolved to be issued, and to insert,their
names in t.he plan agreed to and resolved on by this Con..
gress for that purpose.

15th. A discretionaiy power to purchase arms and am-
munition, and apply the same to the publick service.

16th. A power, in case of a defi~ciency of the Provincial
Treasury, to answcr the appropriations and applications by
this Congress' entrusted to the Committee of Safety; to sup-
ply such deficiency as often as it may happen, by a vote of
credit, to be made good by provision hereafter to be made by
this Congress. .

.

17th. A power to answer and determine all questions that
may be inquired of, or put to them, by the Committee for
Accounts, and that may arise in their Department. ..

. 18th. A power to purchase, secure, and lodge at the
publick expense, in such places of safety as they may think
proper, as much pitch, tar, and turpentine, as the'said Com-
mittee may think necessary for the Plrblick use and publick
safety. , .

19th. A power to provide for the removal pf, and to removc
the poor that are or may be in the Alms-House, at the City
of New- York, and to place them in such place, or places of
safety, as the said Committee .of Safety may think proper.

20th. A power to remove the Records of the Colony of
New- York, and the Records of the City and County of Ne'l.D-
York, and the Treasury of this Congress, aDd the Treasury
of the said Colony in the hands of Ab:rahiim Lott, Esq.,
or any, or either of them, to such place or places of safety,
and under such guards and directions~ as to the said Com-
mittee of Safety shall seem nece~sary;

,

21st. A power to restQre any person or persons who may
have been held up as inimical to his country, and who shall
have made proper concessions, and signed or subscribed the
General Association, and given to the Committee of Safety'
such assurances of his, ortheir" future good conduct, and wiJ-
lingness and determination to confomJ, and in all thinrrs be
obedient to the resolutions of Congress, as shall be satisfac-
tory to the said Commiuee of Safety.

.

22d. A power to advance to Abrahqm L'I~vingston, con-
tractor fQrthe maintenance of the Continer!taI Troops in this
Colony, the sum of five thousand Pounds, as soon as he shall
have given sufficient security for that sum, or for fulfiJJing
such contract; and further, to advance to the said contractor
any sum of money, not exceeding the sum of five thousand
Pounds, at the expiration of every month, fi'om the com-
mencement of such contract, if, in the opinion of the {;om-
mittee of Safety, the supply of the Army in the Colony
shall require it. .

2:3d. A power to the Committee of SafiJty, fi'om time to
time, to make such dispositions and distributions of any quan-
tity, or quantities of gunpowder, or other Colony stores, of
arms or ammunition, as they shall think necessary for the
dcfence of the Colony.

24th. That the Committee of Safetykeep exact JournElls
of their proceedings, subject to the inspection of this, or a
future Provincial Congress.

Ordered, That Mr. Richard Norwood, Commissary of Cu-
lony Stores, be directed, .and he is hereby directed, to weip'h
the Powder lately purchased of Mr. Nicholas Low, so as '~o
know exactly the quantity thereof; and to examine, or cause
to be examined, with great care, the quality thereof; :\lId to
report the quantity and quality thereof particularly to this
Congress, or the Committee of Safi~ty, with all possible
speed.

Die Sabbatl, 9 ho. A~
M" M"arch 16, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General WOodhull, President.
FOR NEw~YoRK.-Captain Denning, Mr. Van Cortlandt,

. Mr. Hallett, Captain Rutgers, Mr. Sands, Mr. Smith,
Colonel McDougall, Colonel Lott. .

FOR Ar.BAN¥.-General Ten Broeck, Mr. Abraham Yat,ss,
Mr. Gansevoort, Colonel .Nicoll, (on service.) .

FOR SUFFoLK.-General Tfoodhull, Mr. Gelston, Mr. Flo-
bart
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Fo~ DUTcHEss.-Colonel Peter Ten Broeck, Colonel.Mor-
ris Grahq,m, Major R.G. Livingston.

'Fo~ ULsTE~.-Mr. Rhea, Mr. Lefever, Colonel Palmer,
(on' service.)

,

Fon ORANGE.-'::'ColonelAllison, Colonel Hay, (absent on
service.) "

FOR RIcHMoND.-,-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR TRyoN.-,Mr, ltloore.
FOR KING's.--"Mr. Polhemus,
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel Williqm Williams.

-
. ~

A Letter from Mi. John Berrien, dated the 15th instant,
was read. He has therein stated an account of Moneys by
him advanced to Bernard Romans, while employed as an
Engineer in thi" Colony, amounting in the whole to seven-
teen. Pounds seven Shillings and seven Pence.

Ordered, That the' said Letter remain with the Secreta-
ries, and that the Committee of Safety, br the Auditors of
Accounts, on a settlement with Bernard Romans, deduct
those Moneys, or so much thereof as they shall find him
chargeable with, out of his pay.

A Letter from Major-General &huyler, relating to Cap-
tain Wynkoop, and the command of the Vessels on the
Lakes, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to
wit;

"
Albany, March 8, 1776.

"SIR: I am honoured with yours of the 4th instant. The
Continental Congress have resolved that Captain Wynkoop
should be employed upon the lakes under Commodore
Douglass. W'hether the latter gentleman means to engage
in that service, I do not know. Of this, Congress can very
speedily inform itself" as he resides n?ar New- Y~r~. Should
he not enO'aO'e,there ISno person I would more wlllmgly have00

C 'UT.to_command the vessels thai} aptam Yt'ynkoop; at any rate
I wish you to send him up the soonest possible, with a suffi-

'cient nUlnber of s.ailors for the two schooners and sloop.
I am, sir, your most obedient, and very humble servant,

"PHILIP SCUl:YLER.

"To Nathaniel Wl)odkull, Esq., &c."

Thereupon, a Message was sent to Mr. -Wynkoop, who
attended.

, A copy of the said Letter was delivered to him. He
was requested to go to Major Douglass with a copy of the
said Letter, and show it to him, and request to know of him
whether he_will accept of that command; and that Cap-
tainWynkoop give an answer to the Committee of Safety,
whether he will proceed to the Lakes, in the station assigned
him.

The Letter from the Committee of Suffolk County, dated
the 1st day of March, instant, and inserted in the Minutes
of yesteI~ay, was agai? read.. The Congress took ,into con-
sideration that part of It relatmg to the Embargo laId by the
County Committe!:' on the Provisions in that County.

Thereupon, Ordered, That it be entirely submitted to
the care, wisdom, and discretion, of the Committee of Suf-
folk County to continue the said Embargo after the 1st day
of April next, or otherwise, .

as they shall think proper and
best for the inhabitants of that County in particular, and of
the Continental service i~l general, as occa~ion and cir.cum-
stances may then point out or require.

N. B. A list of the names of the men inlisted in Captain
Horton's Company, is filed this day.

The Congress was informed by Mr. Paulding, one of the
Members, that Captain Jonathan Horton has recruite~ a
great part of his Company, and is in necessity for a sum of
Money to pay the Wages due to-his -men.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as
Treasurer ()f this Congress, advance to Captain Jonathan

Horton the sum of fifty Pounds, in part of the .pay of his
Company; that Captain Horton be accountable for that
sum'in part of the pay of his Company, and give a receipt
for the Money to the said Treaswer. ,

Mr. Hobart moved that a Captain-Lieutenant, and other
Lieutenants, be appointed tQ serve in the Company of Ar-
tillery whereof John Grenell is, appointed Captain.

The Congress, thereupon, Resolved and Agreed, That
the undernamed' gentlemen be appointed Officers in that
Company, viz: Joseph Crane, Captain~Lieutenant, (on his
producing a.certificate that he has been examined and ISduly

ql~alified ;) George Fleming, First Lieutenant; Thomas Gre-
nell, Jun., Second Lieutenant; John Reed, Jun., Third
Liel~tenant, or Lieutenant Fire-Worker. '

The Co~gress resumed the, consideration of that part of
the Report of their Committee, on tfH~'8th ofltlarrh, which
contained Lord Stirling's answer, as to the_case of Samliel
Gale. And taking the, case of the said Samuel Gale into
consideration, ,

Resolved, That this Congress 'are of opinion't,hat he ought
to be forthw-ith discharged from his confinement, he:having
been tak~n, car.ried away, and imprisoned, without any hear-
ing, trial, or adjudication whatever.

And Ordered, That a Letter be written to the Chairman
of the Committee of Fairfield County,' in the Colony of
Connecticut, requesting the immediate discharge of the said'
Samuel Gale.

A draft of a Letter to the Chairman of the Committee
of Fairfield County, was read and approved of, and is in
the words following, to wit:

'. ,

SI~: 'rhe enclosed resolution of the Pr~JViricjal Congress
will show you their opinion in the case of Samuel Gale. 1
have it in charge from the Provincial Congress to request
your order that he may be imm!]diately discharged from
confinement. I

I have the honour to be, with the greate~t respect, sir,
your most obedient humble servant. _ .

To the Chairmanof the Committeeof Fairfield County.
.

Ordered, That Nathaniel Woodhull, Isaac Roosevelt,
Abraham Yates, Jun., lW.otrisGraham, and William Paul-
ding, Esquires, Members of this Provincial COligress, do
execute the Contract agreed to with Mr. Abraham ~iving-
ston, for supplying all the Continental Troops, to be. em-
ployed in this Colony, with the Rations a119wedby Congress
in pursuance of the resolutions and recommendations of the'
Continental Congress on that subject, made and passed on'
the - day of February last past; a certified copy whereof is
filed amongst the Minutes and Proceedings of this Congress,
on the 22d day of February aforesaid.

The Committee appointed to consider what Manufactures
ought to be encouraged in this Colony, delivered in their
Report, which was read; and, being again read, paragraph
by paragraph, and amended, and unanimously agreed to, is
in the \V-ords following, to wit: .

'Whereas it.is necessary for the security of this Colony to
establish manufactures of Gunpowder in the same; and this
Congress having resolved to lend money for the encourage-
ment thereof, and it being judged expedient to add some
further encouragement to those who shall erect Powder-
Mi]ls in this Colony:

Resolved, That any person who shall, on or before the 20th
day of l'rlay next, erect a Powder-Mill il) this Colony, (ex-
cept in the Counties of New-York, Richmond, King's, and
Queen's,) capable of manufacturing one thousand pounds of
goo~ merchantable Gunpowder per week, shall be E;ntitled
to receive of the Treasurer of this Congress the sum of one
hundred Pounds.

Resolved, That the person who shall, on or before the
10th day of June next, erect the second Powder-Mill in
this Colony, (except as before excepted,) capable of mimu-
facturing one thousand pounds of good merchantable Gun-
powder per week, shall be entitled to receive of the Trea-,
surer of this Congress the sum of seventy-five Pounds.

Resolved, That the person who shall, on or before the 1st
day of July next, erect the third Powder-Mill in this Colo-
ny, (except as before excepted,) capable ci manufacturing
one thousand pounds of good and merchantable 'Gunpowder
per week, shall be entitled to receive of the Treasurer of this
Congress the sum of fifty Pounds.

Provided, That no person shall be entitled to receive
any of the premiums aforesaid, unless he shall firSt prove to
the satisfaction of the Committee of the County in which
such Powder-Mill shall be erected, by his oath, or the oath
of the principal manufacturer and three of the most reputa-
ble freeholders in the neighbourhood of the Powder-Mill,
that the same was completed within any of the periods
aforesaid; and also have proved, to the satisfaction of the
said Committee, by -the oath of the proprietor and of the
principal manufacturer, that the quantity of one thousand
pounds weight of good arid merchantable Gunpowder was
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manufactured at tbe same'Mill in one week, or seven days
successively; and shall produce to the Congress or the Com-
mittee of Safety of this Colony, for the time being, certi-
ficates from the,said Committee of their having proved the
same.

Whereas it is also necessary to encourage the setting on
foot n1anufactures of Fire-Arms within this Colony:

R<3solved, That this Congress wiII lend for two years,
without interest, from the date hereof, the sum of two hun-
dred Pounds to any inha.bitant of this Colony who shaH
enter into good and sufficient security to Peter Van Brugh
Livingston, Esg., as Treasurer of this Congress, or to the
Treasurer of thIs Congress for the time being. Jar the re-
payment of the same; and that he will, without delay, esta-
blish a manufactory of Gun-locks in some County within this
Colony, to the northward of the City and County of New-
York; and in default thereof, to be subject to repay the
principal, with seven per oent. per annum interest for the
sum borrowed, and the further penalty of thirty Pounds.

Resolved, That any inhabitant of this Colony who shall
at one or more periods, on or before the 15th day of August
next, produce for sale to the Congress, or the Committee of
Safety of this Colony for the time being, the greatest num-
ber of good and sufficient double-bridled Gun-locks, (not
less than five hundred,) manufactured in this Colony at one
manufactory, shall be entitled toa premium of four Shil-
lings for every good and sufficient Gun-lock as aforesaid, sa
offered for sale.

Rcsolved, That any inhabitant of this Colony who shaH
manufacture, within the time before-mentioned, the second
greatest number of Gun-locks as aforesaid, (not less than
three hundred,) and offer them for sale as aforesaid, shall be
entitled to a premium of three Shillings for each.

Resolved, That any inhabitant of this Colony who shall
manufacture, within the time before-mentioned, the third
greatest number of Gun-locks as aforesaid, (not less than
two hundred and fifty,) and offer them for sale as aforesaid,
shall be entitled to the premium of two Shillings for each.

Provided, That no person shall be entitled to receive
any of the above premiums for the manufacturing of Gun-
locks, unless he shall first prove to the satisfaction of the
Committee of the County where the same shall have been
manufactured, by the oath of the proprietor and the foreman
of the work, that the same were bona fide manufactured
within this Colony; and produce a certificate thereof, to-
gether with the aforesaid depositions, to the Congress or the
Committee of Safety of this Colony fo1'the time being.

Resolved, That this Congress will lend for two years,
without interest, from the date hereof, the sum of four hun-
dred Pounds, to any inhabitant of this Colony who shall
enter into good and sufficient security to Peter Van Bntglt
Livingston, Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress, or to the
Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony for the time
being, for the repayment of the same; and that he will,
without delay, erect works for the making and boring of
Musket-barrels, of three-fourths of an. inch bore, (capable of
boring by water five Barrels at a time,) in some County
to the northward of the City and County of New-York;
and in. default thereof, to be subject to repay the principal,
with seven per cent. per annum interest _ for the sum bor-
rowed, and the further penalty of sixty Pounds.

Resolved, That any inhahitant .of this Colony who shall,
at one or more periods, on or before the 15th day of Al'bo-ust
next, produce for sale to the Congress, or the Committee of
Safety of this Colony for the time being, the greatest num-
ber of good and sufficient Musket-barrels, each of three feet
and a half in length, and of three-fourths of an inch bore,
well fortifi~d. at the breech, (not less than five hundred,)
with an equal number of good Bayonets, each of the length
of one foot nine inches from the shoulder, manufactured in
this Colony at one manufactory, shall be entitled to a' pre-
mium of ~ight Shillings for every good and sufficient Mus-
ket-barrel and Bayonet as aforesaid, so offered for sale.

Resolved, That any inhabitant of this Colony who shall
manufacture, -as aforesaid, the second greatest number of
Musket-barrels and Bayonets as aforesaid, (not less than
three hundred,) and offer them for sale as aforesaid, shall
be entitled to a premium of six Shillings for a Barrel and
Bayonet.

Resolved, That any inhabitant of this Colony who sball
manufacture, as aforesaid, the third greatest number of Mus-

ket-barrels and Bayonets as aforesaid, (not less than two
hundred and fifty,) and offer them for sale as aforesaid, shall
be entitled to the premium of four Shillings for.a Barrel and
Bayonet. .

Provided, That no person shall be entitled to receive
any of the abon premiums fQr the manufacturing of Mus-
ket-barrels and Bayonets, unless he shall first prove, to the
satisfaction of the Committee of the County where the same
shall have been manufactured, by the oath of the proprietor
and the foreman of the work, that the same were bona fide
manufactured within this Colol1Y; and produce a certificatD
thereof, together with the aforesaid depositions, to the Con-
gress or the Committee of Safety of this Colony forthe time
being.

Resolved, That neither ,of the said premiums for the erect-
ing of Powder-Mills, making of Gun-locks, or Musket-bar-
rels and Bayonets, is intended to be given to the proprietor
of any Powder-Mills already erected, or to any person with
whom the Congress or Committee of Safety of this Colony
have already contracted, or to any person in their behalf:
for, the making of Gun-locks, or Mu~sket-barrels and Bayo-
nets.

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of ~his Colony
be, and they are hereby, authorized to contract for any num-
ber not exceeding five thousand stand of Arms, to be manu-
factured in this Colony, on account of and for the defence
of the Colony.

Whereas the Continental Congress have directed that tbe
Assemblies, Conventions, or the Committees or Councils of
Safety of the respective United Colonies, do cause works
to be erected in each of them, at their respective expense,
for the manufacturing of Saltpetre:

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety be, and are here-
by, authorized to contract and agree with proper persons to
erect works for the manufacturing of Saltpetre in the several
Counties of New-York, Albany, Ulstfr, Orange, Dutchess,
PVestchester, and Suffolk.

Whereas the Ministry of Great Britain are Dot only de-
priving us of the means of defence, but have arbitrarily
ordered, in a piratical manner, their Ships-of-'War to ruin our
commerce, and deprive us of the necessaries of life, which
renders it the incumbent duty of the Representatives of the
people of this Colony to provide for the comfortable subsiE;t-
ence of their constituents:

Resolved, That this Congress wiIllend to any person,£)r
the term of two years from the date hereof, a sum not ex-
ceeding two hundred Pounds, for the purpose Qf erectinfr
works, without delay, for the making of Salt out of sea~
water, in this Colony, up~m his giving to Pf:ter Van Bru{.'h
Livingston, Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress, or to tile
Treasurer of this Congress for the time being, good and
sufficient security for the repayment of the same; and in
defau1t of erecting such works, to be subject to the repay-
ment of the principal, and of ,s,even per cent. interest on
the sum so borrowed, and the further penalty of thirty
Pounds. .

Resolved, That any person who shall, on or before the
1st day of December next, make the. greatest quantity of
good merchantable Salt in this Colony, (not less than twelve
hundred bushels,) shall be entitled to one hundred Pounds
premIUm.

Resolved, That any person who shall, on or before the
said 1st day of December, make the second greatest quan-
tity of Salt, of the quality aforesaid, in this Colony, (not less
than nine hundred bushels,) shall be entitled to seventv-five
Pounds premium.

.
.

Resolved, That any person who shall, on or before the
said 1st day of Dec~mber, ma~e t~e th.ird greatest quantiity
of Salt, of the quahty aforesaId, III thIs Colony, (not .less
tban six hundred bushels,) shall be entitled to fifty Pounds
premIUm.

Provided, That any person who shall claim any of the
above premiums for having manufactured 'Salt as aforesaid,
sh~ll . produce a certifi~ate thereof, signed by three of th~
prmcipal freeholders of the neighbourhood where the said
works shall be erected, and an affidavit of the person who
shall have made, and of some other person who shall have
measured the said Salt, in order to entitle him to any of the
premiums above-mentioned.

Resolv~d, That the Com~ittee ~f Safety be, and they are
hereby, dIrected to collect dISsertatIons upon the making of
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Salt without delay, and that they cause five hundred of the
said dissertations to be printed, in order that the inhabitants
of this Colony be informed of the process used in the making
of Salt; and that the said Committee be also directed to
publish, with the utmost despatch, two hundred copies of
these Resolutions, and the other Resolutions of this Con-
gress for the encouraging the erecting of Powder-)fills with-
in this Colony.

Ordered, That the Secretaries have such part of the
aforegoing Resolutions as relate to the making of Salt in
this Colony, printed in the publick Newspapers.

A copy of two Resolutions of the Committee of Albany,
on the 1st of ltlarch, certified by Matthew Visscher, their Sec-
retary, and covered in a short Letter of the said Secretary,
by their order, were read and filed. ,

By the first of their said Resolutions they recommend
Thomas Williams, Jun., for Quartermaster of the Regiment
raising for Continental service for the Counties of Albany,
Tryon, and Charlotte; and by the second they recommend

'Peter A. Fonda for Adjutant of the said Regiment.
Ordered, That the Members from Albany County inform

their Committee that the appointments of Adjutant and
Quartermasters for the Regiments is given to the respec-
tive Colonels.

The Congress were informed by Colonel Jesse Woodhull,
that, through the unhappy dissatisfaction in the Company of
his Regiment whereof Silas Pierson has been appointed
Captain, the said Company will be useless in their present
state; and he therefore requested the Congress to provide
SOme relief in the premises.

Ordered, That a set of blank Commissions for that Com-
pany, signed by the President and countersigned by one of
the Secretaries, be sent up to the Chairman of the Commit-
tee of Orang£: County; that he be requested to lay this
matter before the Committee of the County; and that the
said Committee, if they should think it advisable, order a
new election for Officers of the said Company, and fill up
the Commissions for the Officers who shall be so elec~ed.

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to the ChaiIman of the
Committee of Orange County was read and approved of,
and is in the words following, to wit:

In Provincial Congress, New.York, March 16, 1776.

SIR: This Congress being informed that a Company of
Militia, commanded by Captain Pierson, in Colonel Jesse
Woodhull's Regiment, in your County, is at present in an
unhappy situation, occasioned from a party arisen in the
election of a Captain, by which means the said Company
would be useless should any emergency happen; we have
tl1Prefore enclosed a set of blank commissions, and recom-
mend that you lay this matter before the Committl~e of
the County with all convenient speed; and, if they should
think it advisable, to order a new election, and fill up the
commissions 6)1'the persons so elected.

Weare, sir, your humble servants.
By order.

To Eb:hu fttlafvin, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of
Orange County.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the President, and transmitted, together with four blank
Commissions, signed and attested in the manner above-men-
tioned.

A Contract with Abraham Liv£ngston, for victualling all
the Omtinental Troops in this Colony, was read and ap-
proved, and is in the words following, to wit:

Articles of Agreement indented and made this sixteenth day
of fttlarch, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-six, between Abraham Livingston,
of the City of New- York, Merchant, of the one part, and
Nathaniel Woodhull, Isaac Roosevelt, Abraham Yates,
Jun., Morris Graham, and William Paulding, and the
survivor or survivors of them, on behalf of the Provincial
Congress of the Colony' of New- York, pursuant to a Re-
solution of the Continental Congress of the seventeenth
day of February last past, of the other part, as follows,
to wit:

.

The said Abraham Livingston doth hereby covenant, pro-
mise, and agree to and with the said parties of the second
part, and the survivor and survivors of them, that the said

Abraham Livingston shall and. will furnish and supply sucQ
troops as are onhall be employed for the defence of this
Colony in the City and County of New-York, King's
County, and at the fortifications now erecting in the High-
lands, for the term of six months from the date hereof, with
good and wholesome provisions, and with $oap and candles,
agreeable to the rations or quantities allowed by the Con-
tinental Congres,s, at ten pence half-penny, New- York cut-
rency, per ration per man; each ration to consist of the fol-
lowing kinds and quantities of provisions, to wit: one pound
of beef, or three-quarters of a pound of pork, or one pound
of salt-fish, per day; one pound of bread or flour per day;
three pints of peas or beans per week, or vegetables equiva-
lent, at one dollar per bushel for peas or beans; one pint of
milk per man per day, or at the rate of one seventy-second
of a dollar; one quart of spruce beer or cider per man per
day, or nine gallons of molasses for a hundred men per
week; half a pint of rice or one pint of Indian meal per
man per week; three pounds of candles to one hundred
men per week for guards; and twenty-four pounds of soft
or eight pounds of hard soap per hundred men per week.
.Which several articles he, the said Abraham Livingston, is
to deliver at the City and County of New- York, and in
King's County, and at the fortifications in the Highlands,
at proper storehouses to be provided by the parties of the
second part in the City and County of New- York, and in
King's County, and at each of the said fortifications in the
Highlands, so as that the sa\d flbraham Livingston may
not be put to the expense of more than one cartage to each
of the said storehouses; which rations he, the said Abra-.
ham Livi'ngston, doth covenant to deliver to the Quarter-
master of the troops stationed or to be stationed at each
of the said places; and in case it ;;hall be thought neces-
sary for the publick service to transport or carry any of, the
said rdtions from the said storehouses, so to be provided as
aforesaid, to any other place or places, it is understood that
the charge and expense of such second carriage ortransporta-
tion shall be paid by the parties of the second part, or the
survivor or survivors of them. And the said Abraham
Livingston doth further covenant, prOlllise, and agree to
and with the said parties of the second part, to furnish the
troops at each of the aforesaid places with fire-wood, at
the rate of twenty shiJIings, New- York currency, per cord;
and straw, at the rate of thirty spillings for every hun-
dred sheafs, including cartage, provided he, the said Abra-
ham Livingston, is put to no more than one cartage to
either of the said places. And the said parties of the se-
cond part, and the survivor 01' survivors of them, do hereby
promise and agree to and with the said Abraham Living-
ston, that, if it should so happen that any such provi-
sions, wood, or straw, for the purposes aforesaid, should be
taken or destroyed any otherwise than by the carelessness
or negligence of the said Abraham Livingston, or his
agent or agents, that then, and in that case, the loss that
shall or may thereupon accrue shall be sustained by the
said parties of the second part, and the survivor or survivors
of them.

In witness whereof, the parties to these presents have
hereunto interchangeably set their hands and seals the day
and year first above written. . .

ABRAHAMLIVINGSTON, [L. s.]
NATHANIEL WOODHULL,TL. s.]
ISAAC ROOSEVELT, [L. s.]
ABRAHA1\IYATES, JUN., [L. s.]
MORRIS GRAHAM, [L. s.]
WILLIAM PAULDING, [L. s.]

Sealed and delivered in the presence of (the word Li-
vingston, in the fifth line, being first interlined:)

ROBERT BENSON,
JOHN McKESSON.

Resolved, That Nathaniel Woodhull, Isaac Roosevelt,
Abraham Yates, Jun., Morris Graham, and William Paul-
ding, Esquires, shall he, and each and every of them shall
be, fully indemnified by this Provincial Cougress, or the Pro-
vincial Congress of the Colony for the time being, against
all losses, costs, charges, payments, damages, or demands
that shall or may happen, arise, accrue, or be to be bome
or suffered by reason, means, or on account Qf theirhaving
entered into the said cOJ;rtriwtwith the said Abraham Li-
vingston for supplying the said troops with rations, as there-
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in mentioned, in pursuance of a resolution of the Continen-
tal Congress, recommending a contract for that purpose to
be made.

And Ref/olved, That the Provincial Congress of tJ:lisCo-
lon

.

y for. the time bein~, or any other such Representatives
of the good people ot this Colony as shall then 'represent
the same, shan and will use their utmost endeavours, \vith
the other Representatives of this Continent, that the said
contract shall be fully discharged, without any particular
loss or injury to the parties of'the second part the~ih
niuned, or their or either of their legal representatives; 'and
that, in the mean time, the said Nathaniel Woodhull, Isaac
Roosevelt, Abraltam Yates, Jun., Morris Graham, and Wil-
limn Paulding, their and each of their heirs, executors, and
administrators, and their and each of their goods and chat-
tels, ~ands and tenements, shall be saved harmless, and kept
indemnified from all payments, costs, charges, damages and
demands whatever, by reason, or means, or on account of
their having entered into and executed the said contract. :

Whereas it is apprehended by some persons that the, J;le-
gimentfj.Of Companies of Minute-men in this Colony are not
subject to the command of the Brigadier-Generals within
whose Pistricts they generalIy reside,

Resolved and Ordered, That t~e Brigadier-Generals in
this Colony be authorized, and they are hereby authorized,
to command :J.JIRegiments or Companies of Minute-men
within their respective Districts, in as full and ample manner

. as. any other of the Militia of their respective Brigades.

A Message was received from Lord Stirling, by Captain
,Morris, requesting the Barrqck necessaries may be ordered
by this Congress to be supplied to a Company of Militia
from New-Jersey, arrived at this City to enter on duty.

Ther~upon, an Order was made, and pirected to Colonel
Curtenius and the Barrackmaster, to supply the said Com-
pany of Militia with Barrack necessaries.' .

Ordered, That tIw Committee of Safety be authorized,
aQd are hereby authorized, to hear and determine the .cp.se
of John Grigg. , \ ,

JAMES WILSON TO LORD GEOIlGE GERMAINE.
, Gilgorum, March 17, 1776.

l\h LORD: It is not without coneern tbat I nnd myself
obliged to address your Lordship on this occasion, as one of
his Majesty's prinqipal Secretaries of State. I trust your
Lordship will not require aiJy apology for the requisition Qf
that favour, which, in your official character, it may be pro-
per for you to comply with. Presuming, therefore, that you
are the person by whose means my sentiments mayb~ most
regularly conveyed to his :Majesty, I beg leave to I,mtreat
your LQrdship may lay before his Majesty the enclosed Me-
morial.

I have the honour to be, your Lo~dship'smo~t obedient
humble servant, J W

. .
AMES ILSON. '

To Lord George Germaine, one of his Majesty's Principal
Secretaries of State.

To the King's Jl;Iost Excellent Jl;Jajesty, the humble 1J1enw-
rial of JAMESWILSON, '*'showeth:

That the Memorialist has served your Majesty for up-
wards of fifteen years as a Captain in your Majesty's Ma-
rine forces; during which time Memorialist discharged his
duty with fidelity to the utmost of his power; and that Me-
morialist has had the honour of a seat in the House of Com-
mons in' Ireland during the present Parliament, in which
capacity, as a servant of the people, his conduct has been
uniformly directed by the best of his understanding to pro-
mote the interest of this Kingdom, humbly conceiving the
well-being of this Island essentially condueive to the honour
and support of your Majesty's Government; that your Me-
morialist, by every binding influence of allegiance, and in-
violable inclination, is ready to risk his li£~ and property, if
required, to maintain those inestimable principles by which
your Majesty's illustrious family obtained the sovereignty of
these realms. But it is with the most poignant concern that
Memorialist finds himself compelled, by the pernicious mea-
sure,s of your Majesty's Ministers, and the indelible dictates
of natuf(;, to implore your Majesty to withdraw him from
the rank and honour he enjoys under your Majesty, as Cap-
tain op. half-pay. Memorialist thinks it inconsistent with
fidelity to your Majesty as a subject, or the people as a re-
presentative, to receive those wages which render him liable
to the command of Ministers, the perpetration of whose
designs, death would be as much preferable to, as it ever
bad been in the mind of Memorialist to hesitate in the sup-
port of your Majesty's real glory and happiness. Memo-
rialist, therefore, humbly entreats your Majesty, in your
Royal clemency, graciously to take his dutiful Memorial
into consideration, as the only reward for his services, that
MemQrialist may be emancipated from the distressing appre-
hension which the presentmilitary preparations against Ame-
rica suggest, of being obliged to disobey the commands of
his Sovereign, or adopt the horrid alternative of stifling every.The above gentleman, wno is II Member in the Irish Parliament for
Ta/1hmon, in the County' of Wexford; as a Captain, in the year 1750,
raised one hunared and thirty men (as the purchase of his Company) on
his own estate, in Ireland, and served all the remainder of the war ill
actualre;~ice,with' the highest credit to himself.

.

'

impulse of humanity, and rushing into the blood of kindred
fellow-subjects and countrymen. .

Gilgorum, March 17, 1176.

GENERAL HOWE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Williamslmrgh, March 17, 1776.

SIR :' I am honoured with your letter enclosing a commis-
sio~ appointin.g me a Brigadier-General in the Army of the
Umted Colomes. De>:oted to the cause of Anwrica, I feel
no wish so ardent, no ambition so strong, as to be able to
contribute to its service and support. With pleasure, there-
fore, I accept the important trust, and, through you, beg
leave to convey to your honourable body my grateful thanks
for this distinguishing mark of their favour; which, by my
strenuous endeavours and utmost efforts, I hope in some
measure to deserve. The battalions bere being not yet
complete, nor all the commissions filled up, puts it out of my
power to make you at present the f(~turnyou request, which
I sha11be happy to forward to you the moment I can.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respec~ sir
your most obedient humble servant,

, ,

ROBERT HOWE.
To the President of Congress.

MARYLAND COIJNCIL OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN CON

GRESS.

[No. 62.] Annapolis, March 17, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Weare 0xceedingly anxious on account of
our Treasury, as it grows very low, and the demapds as
you must be sensible, continue still great. You will th~re-
f?re excuse our mentioning to you so often our apprehen~
Slonth~t, unless the plates a~d paper are furnished in a very
short tnne, the Treasury wIll be exhausted, and the credit
of the Province must sink.

Our Minute Companies have written to us for copies of
the C~ntinental :egulations and pay to their troops; and as
we are not provIded with them, we request you will send
them t? us; or if a favour~ble opportunity should offi~r,
transmIt them to Accomack ImmedIately, as we are some-
times at a loss for conveyances from hence. Pray send us
an account of the Continental pay of the officers and men'
in the Navy. Weare informed there have been some alter-
ations lately made in th~m by Congress, and shall be glad
to see them. They WIll be useful to us in settling the
wages for the Defence.

The enclosed is a copy of a letter we have received from
Mr. Harrison, our agent in the foreign West-Indies.

We are, &Lc.
To the Deplities for Maryland in Congress.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO TALBOT COUNTY COM-
MITTEE.

[No. 63.] Annapolis, March 17, 1776,

GENTLEMEN: Weare sorry the proceedings of the con-
vention, through the negligence of our press, should not
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have reached you before the day. you mention, and think
with you, that the not allowing those in your County that.
may hesitate to enroll, some time to consider the alternative
given them, would be treating them with too great rigour,
and are of opinion that the indulging them till the 5th of
April wiII be giving them time 'sufficient, and be an in-
stance of lenity tow~rds them that, we are persuaded, will
mcet with the approbation of the Convention.

We are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Talbot County.

ELIAS BOUDINOT TO LORD STIRLING.

Newark, New-Jersey, March 17, 1776.

My LORD: I was in great hopes that, in raising the pro-
portion of men that was allotted for this town towards the
number requested by your Lordship, it would fall to Cap-
tain Wheeler, with his Company of Minute-men (formerly
Captain Alling's) to go ; but I was disappointed, as I am now
irifmmed that Eb:zabethtown has failed in sending their men.
And if you should still think; it nBcessary to increase your
number, and would either take the trouble to write a line
to Captain Wheekr, requesting his company, or to Colonel
TJlard, desiring him to send for them, (which ever you might
think proper,) I da,re promise by to-morrow afternoon, as
good a company as any in the service would attend you. .If
you should think it the most eligible way to apply to Colo-
nel Ward, please to let it be in writing, that he may send
your note to Captain 1f'heeler,as that will raise the ambi-
tion of the men. .

I must beg your. Lordship will not. mention to Colonel
TVard, or anyone, that you have this request, as if you
s~ou!d, it would excite the jealousies of the other compa:'
mes. .

There is no necessity of having anything to do with
Committees in this affair, as the men will turn out at your
request alone. .

I am, in great haste, with respect, your Lordship's most
obedient servant, E B

'
LIAS OUDINOT.

To the Bonourable Lord Stirling.'

LORD STIRLING TO THE CO)IMITTEES OF MORRIS COUNTY,

ETC., NEW-JERSEY.

New-York, Marcl:1 17,1776.

GENTLEMEN":As a large number of the inhabitants of
the Province of New~Jersey are now called upon to assist
in f~rtifying and defendiri~ th~s city, which (by the acc.ounts
receIved from General Hashzngton by express, and thIS day
confi.lmed by the post) is certainly the object of the enemy's
destination, and as I am, informed that many of the inhabi-
tants of the Province are'intimidated from leaving the Pro-
vince, by an apprehension of their own private affairs suffer-
ing by the common process of the civil law, I must therefore
submit it to your ~ommitteej whether it is}1ot,at this time
of imminent danger, absolutely necessary to suspend the
operati<ms of the civil law, at least until the destination of
the Army at Boston is more certainly known. By the last
accounts, it appears that five thousand men were actually
embarked, and the remainder preparing to get on board \IS
fast as possible, and it is General Washington's opinion they
intend to make a sudden push on this place.

STIRLING.

To the Committee of the Counties of Morris, Essex, ]t[id-
dlesex, Somerset, Sussex, lIunterdon, Bergen, and JJlon-
mouth, and Commiuee of Safety of New-Jersey.

LORD STIRLING TO ALEXANDER CAR1\nCHAEL.

New-York, March 17, 1776.

SIR: I have your letter of yesterday's date. Give me
leave to assure you that, by appointment of the Continental
Congress, the district of the Commantling General here ex-
tends to the Province of New-Jersey, and that I have it in
command from Congress to call in so many of the Militia
of the neighbouring Provinces as I find necessary for forti-
fying and defending this place and its environs, and to as-
sure them they shall receive 'the same pay and provisions
with the Continel}tal Troops employed in the Middle De-

partment, to commel1ce from the time they actually begin
their march for this place. As to the fears of the people
about Amboy, the Congress will take eare of it: and asto
mention of furlough, tbey are all ordered to their regiments.
I hope, therefore, there will be no longer any objections to
marching of the three hundred men required from Morris
County.

.

.

Be pleasea to forward tbe enclosed to Sussex County;
and am, &c., STIRLING.
To Mr. Alexander Carmichael, Chairman of the County

Committee of Morris.

LORD STIRLING TO GOVERNOUR TRUlI,f1HYI;L.
_ New.YQrk, March 17, 1776.

SIR: You have doubtless' received all the intelligence
which I have from General Washington, relative to the mo-
tions of the Ministerial Troops in Boston, and the situation
of our troops which surround it. That Gcneral Howe in-
tends to move thi.sway with his army I think is highly pro-
bable. Manylittle man(Buvres of Governour Tryon and
the men-of-war near this place lately, seem to confirm it.
I am taking every step in my power to be prepared for
their reception, j:Jy fortifying every advantageous ground
near the. city and on Long-Island. But whatever may be
the designs of General Rowe, it appears, from all t~ intel-
ligence received, that the Ministry are determined to make
an .effort to gain possession of this city; aI!d I have, there-
fore, the orders of Congress, by aH possible means to pro-
vide for the safety of it. I hav~ also' their directions to
apply to the neighbouring Colol)ies for such part of their
Militia or Provincial Troops as may be necessary, until the'
Continental Troops, destined for this service, do aITivehere.
The two regiments from Connecticutnow hcre and at L011g-
Island, deserve the thanks of the pub1ickfor their good or-
der, industry, and alertncss ; and I sincerely wish they couId

.

be prevailed on to stay while their services are necessary,
as it would save time and pay to a prodigious amount in
the Continental service. But I understand many of them
are farmers of property, who have families at home, and
want to be there to mark out the work of their ranns for
the ensuing season. However, I will, wit.h the Colonels
TVaterburyand Ward, endeavour .to prevail with as many
of them as possible to stay until they are relieved by others
from your Colony, of which returns shall be sent to you as
soon as po~siblc. In the mean time I think it is highly ne-
cessary (and I have not the least doubt your Excellency
will carry it into execution) that recruits be raised to com:-
p!ete those two regiments to at least six hundred privates
each; and that another regiment of the like strength be
raised in your Colony if possible, on condition of serving
the campaign, or as long as the service requires, and to be
armed, and accoutred, and clothed, as well as time will per--
mit, and to march to this place as soon as possible.

I shall only add, that, with the highest esteem and regard,
I am your most obedient humble servant, S. TIJ;1.LING..

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esquire, &c.

COLONEL LENT TO NE\V-YORK CONGRESS.

Orangetown, March 17, 1776.

SIR: I have this day received the resolution and order of
Congress of the 13th instant, respecting the sending a num-
ber of men from the two regiments on the south side of the
Mountains, in Orange County, to New- York; and a~ thlrty-
six men of my regiment have turned out as Minute-men,
and elected one of my Militia Captains to command them,
I immediately ordCl.edtheir Captain to march down to New-
York with the Minute-men aforesaid, (the reas(,>nfor my
so doing was, because I could not think.that the' Congress
intended to leave 'the Minute-men here and have the Militia
down.) The Captain, it seems, does not think that he is
any longer under my command, and, what is more, the
Captain and men are all afraid that, as the resolution and
order aforesaid only mentions privates, it is intcnded to
take our men and put in officers from other parts tocom-
mand them; wherefore they decline marching without some
further explanation. I hope you will, without loss of tim~,
give me an an,swer, or rather an explanation of the said
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order. Should thirty-five men be drafted from my regi-
ment, exclusive of the Minute-men, many farms must go to
waste. .

I do not think that any of our men, whether Militia or
Minute-men, can be prevailed upon to march, unless they
are allowed their own officers. I think if a Captain and
one Lieutenant were commissioned for the above-said J\'Ii-
nute-men, it would be sufficient.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
ABRAHAM LENT.

To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President of the honourable
Provincial Congress of the Colony of New- York.

GENERAL WASHING:rON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Cambridge, March 17, 1776.

SIR: I have the pleasure to inform you that this morn}ng
the Ministerial Troops evacuated the town of Bosto'lJ wIth-
out destroying it, and that we are now in the full possession;
upon which event I beg leave to congratulate you, and
sincerely wish (if the Ministry persevere in the same uncon-
stitutional and despotick measures which too long have
marked their conduct) that our opposilion and resistance in
every quarter may be crowned with the success they have
been here.

Where their destination is, or what plans they have in
view, is altogether unkn_own; most probably the next at-
tempt will be against New- York, or some more southern
Colony. However, I should think (though I do not believe
t~ey have any design a~ainst Rhode-Island) th~t .it will be
advisable to keep a stnct look-out; and submIt It to you,

. whether it may not be proper, against the time you appre-
hend they might arrive, to call in a number of the Militia,
and have them posted in proper places. I do not mean to
direct the measure, but only mention it for your considera-
ion; to me it appears worthy of attention.

I am, &c., GEORGE "VASHINGTON.

To the HonouraQJe Governour Cooke. .

N. B. "ft'[an;h19.-The fleet is still in King and Nan-
tasket Roads.

JOHN LANGDON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.
Portsmouth, March 17, 1776.

SIR: This moment arrived a small vessel fi"Omthe west-
Indies with about six. thousand weight of powder, belonging
to the Continent; and as I thought it might be wanted at
Head-Quarters, have despatched Major Gaines with this
information to your Excellency; and should it be wanting,
(in part or all,) shall im\Ilediately forward it on receiving
your direction. The bearer will inform what intelligence
the Captain. brings, who I should have sent up had it not
been necessary to keep him on board his ves?e!. The
Captain informs that, at ~Martinique and Guadaloupe, there
is at least ten thousand French Troops making great pre-
parations .for war; this, he says, may be depended on.
Yesterday we had a small parcel of powder (about five
thousand weight) arrived, belonging to the Colony. We
have several vessels more at St. Lucia, who are taking in
powder.

Please to accept of the best wishes of your most obedient
servant J L' OHN ANGDON.

To His Excellency General TfTashington.

R. HOOE TO COLONEL JOSHUA BEALL.

Alexandria, March 18,1776.

SIR: I have gone through every store in this town, and
find but few whole pieces of B. cloths of the kinds that
are wanted. However, if Colopel Smallwood would send
over an officer, I think, by taking different colours, and
parts of pieces, they may pick up a good deal; but as they
do not answer the dir~ctions Mr. Harwood gave me, I
thoucrht it best to decline a purchase till I heard further-'
about it. There are some rugs in town, but they are
large, and at twenty shillings, Virginia cUITcncy, apiec~;
olankets .are not to be had at all; but there are in one store
several pIeces of wooUen, of a kind between a flannel and
Kendall cotton, that I think would answer the end. The

two casks of medicine you will be pleased to receive, and
send a receipt for them.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
R. HOq.E.

To Colonel Joshua Beall, at Bladen.sburgh.
I have sent a memorandum of such woollens as are to hi)

had. Be pleased to write Colonel Smallwood that I win
purchase them up, and pay the cash for them if I can have
ordersdirectly. ' R. H.

THOMAS TILLARD TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Pig-Point, March 18,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I this day received a line from Mr. Duval',
of the 13th of February, requestin,g that I would iQform you
what quantity of Gunpowder is III my hands, and where
stored. Two hundred and one pounds is what I was paid
for, at two shillings and six pence per pound. Two hun-
dred pounds of Mr. Brogden were also lodged with mine--
being, in the whole, four hundred and one pounds stored in
our store at this place; three hundred and five pounds of
which, per your order, were delivered to Mr. Isaac Harris;
the remainder, by order of the Committee, into the hands of
the Militia.

I am, gentlemen, your most obe'dient servant,
THOMAS TILLARD.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

CALVERT COUNTY (MARYLAND) COMMITTEE,.

In Committee of Observation, Calvert County, t
March 1$, 1776. 5

On motion, Resolvell, To consult the honourable the
Council of Safety concerning the propl~ety of stationing an
additional number of thirty men in different places in this
County, to watch th~ motion of th!3 Ships-of- War and Tell-
ders, and to prevent them from harassing the Militia by fre-
quent and unnecessary alarms.

Resolved, That application be made to the honourable
the Council of Safety lor two baITels of Gunpowder and
fifty stand of Arms, complete, fo!' the use of this County, as
we have not received the Powder ordered from Charlfs
County. Per order:

J OSEPII WILKINSON, Clerk Committee.

MARYLAND COu~CIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL THOMAS
WRIGHT.

[No. 64.J Annapolis,March 18, 1776.

SIR: 'Ve have received your favour of the 1;2th instant,
enclosing commissions of officers in the Militia who have
refused to accept them; and now transmit you others to
supply their places. The same motives which led you to
withhold them sp .long, (which '\\'e think you arehitrhly
commendable in doing,) we hope will induce you still to
persist in your efforts to settle and quiet the minds of the
people at this alarming crisis of our affairs, and to reconcile
them to the appointments of Field-Ollice~s in your County;
which the last Convention thought proper to make; and ~re
cannot but flatter ourselves, when they reflect serious1y on
the consequences which will inevitably result from the mea-
sures they have adopted, they will no longer pursue them.
If our expectations should not, however, be answered in a
short time, and they should obstinately persevere, it will then
b~come our indisp~nsahle duty to pursue different (though
disagreeable) expedIents, and to exert the powers which we
are invested with for. the publiek good, with a view to that
end. We have fixed the station of the troops for 'your
County at Blunt's Ware-House, on Kent-Island, and shaH
order them to repair there as soon as they can be supplied
with provIsions, which we imagine will be by the last of
next week at farthest; and are, &c.

To Colonel Thomas Wright.

MARYLAND COUNCIL4.0F SAFETY 'TO WILLIAM HINDMAN.

[No. 65.J Annapolis, March 18, 1776.

SIR: As it will be some time before we can have our
new emission struck and ready for circulation, and drafts
are coming in pretty qui~kupon.us, we find it necessary to
call for some of the unsIgned bIlls of credit nowip your
hands. We desirel therefore, you will send by Mr. Charles
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W(111ace the sum of six thousand pounds of them, as men-
tioI}.ed in the order to him of this date.

We are, &c. '

To 'William llindman, Esq., Treasurer of Eastern-Shore.

ALEXANDER WILCOX TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, March 18, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The naval armament that ispreparing for. the defence of this Province requiring a considerable num-
ber of seamen, (more than can be raised in this city,) this
Committee has thought it advisable to send Captain Charles
Ale,x(1ndcr and Lieutenant John Humphrey, (two of the
officers of our armed boats,) to rec~uit a number of seamen
for the naval service of this Province. The Committee
has been induced to take this measure in consequence of
information it has received, that there are now agreat many
sailors in - the City of New- York destitute of any employ-
ment, by reason of the entire stop put to trade by the last
act of Parliament; and that there is danger that they may
enter on board the men-of-war, if means are not taken to
engage them in the service of the Colonies. This Commit-
tee begs leave to recommend to your countenance the above-
mentioned gentlemen, and trust you will give them any
assistance that may ,be necessary to enable them to execute
the business intrusted to them.

Gentlemen, your humble servants,
By order of the Committee:

ALEXANDER WILCOX, Chairman.

To the Committee of Safety for the Province ot New- York.

ELISHA BOUDINOT TO LORD STIRLING.

Newark, New-Jersey, March 18,1776.

My LORD: The bearer hereof, (Captain Wheeler,) with
lJis company, waits en your LordshIp, agreeable to your re-
quest, and begs the fiJ,vour that you would review them be-
fore they go to their quarters, if possible. If they could
be put upon d'uty by themselves, that their works might ap-
pear, it would raise their emulation to merit your Lordship's
approbation; and you would soon see the good dfects of it.

I have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lordship's mOst
obedient, humble servant,

ELISHA BOUDINOT.
To Lord Stirling, New- York.

WILLIAM BURNET TO LORD STIRLING.

Committee-Chamber, Newark, March 18, 1776.

My LORD: Though the Committee are sensible that the
commOn cause is deeply interested in putting the city of
New- York in a state of defence, yet, in case the King's
troopsarrive,if they do not make a generallandingin this
Province, it is more than probable they will at least make
incursions into it, especially if they meet with opposition
at New-York. We heed not mention to you, my Lord,
the present very defenceless state of this Province, nor that
every man sent to you from o,ur Militia will render it more
so; and if the, harbour of New~York ,and the Sounds be
under command of the ships-of-war expected with the troops,
the return of our Militia will be impracticable, or attended
with such delay that the mischief may be done here before
we can receive their assistance. These considerations have
prev~nted us the pleasure of sending you the full comple-
ment of men you requested &om this County. We have,
however, this day, in addition to the one hundred and fifty
already sent, ordered Captain Wl"eeler, who waits on your
Lordship with this, to march with his company to New- York,
there to attend to your commands for one week, and no
longer. The above reasOnS have weighed with us in giving
him these restrictive orders.

As it will not be so injurious to the defence of this Pro-
vince to send men from Morris, Sussex, Somerset, and Hun-
terdon, as from the frontier COluitjes; if your Lordship
should think II larger number of men requisite to. be em-
ployed in the fortification,s, it is submitted to your considera-
tion, whether it would not be most expedient warmly to
solicit the :,lid of the back Counties above-mentioned.

By order of the Committee of the County of Essex:
, WILLIAM BURNET, Chairman.

FOURTH SEJlIES.-VOL. v.

LORD STIRL}NG TO BERGEN COUNTY (NEW-JERSEY) COM-
MITTEE.

New-York, March ]8, 1776.

. SIR: The alarming intelligence received fr0!TI General
Washington, of the preparations of the Ministerial Arl)1Y at

Boston to embark for this place, induced me to call in some
of the Militia of this and the neighbouring Colonies to our
assistance. This measure has since been approved of by
the Continental Congress, who have agreed that all such
shall receivf( the pay of the Continental Troops in the Mid-
dle Department. I have not as yet called on the County of
Bergen, to send any of their Militia to this place, because
I had another employment in view for them in their own
County. The first is, to make a thoroughly good and broad
road from B~own's Ferry to Paulus.:Hook Ferry, which
is become of very great importance. to this place, as it. is
the only communication between the western and south-
western parts of New-Jersey and this place. Another work
is, to make good the road through Bergen Wood, from wee-
hawk to Hackensack Ferry. I think there ought to be two
hundred men employed at the first work, and one hundred
on the latter; and I hope youwillorder the bestmento tutu
out for this purpose. There must not be more commissioned
officers than the proportion 'of four to the hundred, and One
Field-Officer to oversee the whole. They are to take their
arms and accoutrements, and working tools, with thein, and
are at night to mount an officer's guard at Bergen town. The
road from Br(fWn's Ferry should be laid out as nearly as
possible a.ccording to the last act of Assembly. When I am
infonped of the men being ready to go to work, I will oraer
a proper person to attend at Bergen town to muster 'them,
and to point out how the work is to be done.

STIRI.ING.

To tIie C<,Jmmiftee for the County of Bergen.

-
LORD STIRLIKG TO ESSEX COUNTY (NEW-JERSEY) COM-'

MITTEE.

New-York, March 18, ]776.

SIR: I have received your letter of this date, by Captain
H'heeler, and am much obliged to you for making the addi-
tion of his company to the one hundred 'and fifty hetore
ordered from your County to the :,lssistance of this place.
I can now inform you that I have the authority of Congress
to allow them Continental pay, while in the service. You
may be assured the safety of New-Jerseyshall be the object
of my attention, as much as this place, and that I conceive
them so closely connected that they must be looked upon
as parts of one whole concern. I have already determined
in my own mind on some works of fortification, which I
think will cover every approach toihat Province, by the
way of the Kills or Staten-Island, and on some means of
securing the communication between this city and New-
Jersey, in spite of the utmost efforts of the enemy. .This plan
will be communicated to you in a day or two, and I should
be glad that you will appoint a sub-Committee to be ready to
meet me, or some officers I shall send, to explain my de-
signs to you, and to engage the people of Elizabethtown to
carry them into execution, which, according to my plan,
they will be able to do with two or three hundred men in a
few days. Some intrenching tools will be necessary, apd it
will be proper to have them collected as SOOnas possibleat
Newark or Elizabethtown. ,

Lieutenant-Colonel Ward came here with the FIrst Com-
pany from your County; since that, Lieutenant-Colonel Gad-.
mus and Major Ludlow are come with the Second Com-
pany. There seems to be a competition and uneasiness,
which of the Field-Officers of Essex is to command these
detachments. I have told them that' as Lieutenant-Colonel
fVard carne first, he was of coprse in the command, and
that I should not alter it until the Committee of the County
should determine otherwise. With this they seem to be per-
fectly satisfied. I must, therefore, request that the Com-
mittee of the County of Essex will detennine this very im-
portant point. ,.' .

l' am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
STIRLING~

To the Chairman of the Committee for the County ~f
Essex.

26
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LORD STIRLING TO 1o<'"EW-YORKCOMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

New-Y ork, March 18, 1776.

SIR: It is of the utmost importance to the safety of this
city that all the artillery we are to rely on, be completed
in every article. It was but lately that I could obtain a
complete statement of all the artillery on this Island. It
was then so near the adjournment of your Congress, that I
did pot care to introduce to it a matter so long in detail. I
now enclose to you a return (No.1) of the whole artillery,
and the articles wanting to equip and complete them to one
hundred rounds; by which you will observe, that all the
capnon below six-pounders are in want of every article;
and would take up more time than we can spare at present
to complete them. I have, therefore, made Qut another re-
turn, (No.2,) of all the cannon, down to six-pounders, inclu-
sive, and those, if the work be properly distributed, may soon
be equipped with every necessary; and I must request that
the Committee of Safety will, assoon as possible, take mea-
sures to have all the necessaries provided. And you rimy be
assured that I will lend every assistance in my power for
forwarding the work.

As I have no copies of these returns, I should be glad to
have them sent back when you have taken copies of them.

STIRLING.

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, New- York.

LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read March 23, 1776, and referred to Committee on Qualifications.]

New-York, March 18,1776.

DE~R SIR: By the enclosed letter from Major De Hart,
and the memorial from the officers of the first Regiment of
New-Jersey Troops, you will see bow exceedingly hurt that
regiment is at the late promotion of Major Ogden to the
Lieutenant-Colonelcy of it. Tbey look upon it as an in-
road on the rights of the regiment,>; and while officers be-
have wen, those feelings are natural, and are of infinite use
in stimulating officers to do their duty. The corps is the
more hurt, as they are confident that they have officers
among them who have seen as much service as Colonel
Ogden, and are conscious they have not been wanting in
their duty since they came into the service. I have not the
least doubt that Congress wil] take the first opportunity of
doing the regiment justice, by giving one or other of these
gentlemen preferment in the first new corps.

T~e regiment has never yet been allowed the privilege of
being clothed in uniform by the Commissary; and to be put
under easy stoppages for it, as is done with the other regi-
ments of New-Jersey and Pennsylvania, they have presented
a memori1l1 to me, requesting that this may be done; and I
should be happy thai Congress would order Commissary
Lowrey to do it accordingly.

The Army at this pl~ce is entirely destitut~ of artillerymen
or matrosses. Captanl Badlani was detached here from
the camp at Cambridge with General Lee, but brought no
men with him. He has the chief direction here of all pre-
parations in that department. He is a very prudent, discreet
man, extremely attentive to .his duty, and seems perfectly
master of it. I believe it would be proper to give him the
rank and pay of Major of Artillery. There is a company
of about fifty men (artillery) raising here in the Provincial
service. This is but a very small proportion of what there
ought ~o be here.. We ought to have a regiment of them
of at least five hundred; but this I submit to Congress,
and make no doubt they will make provision for so neces-
sary a branch as that must be at this place.

I am, with the greatest esteem and regard, sir, your most
obedient, humble servant, STIRLING.

To the Honourable .John Hancock.

New-York, March 14,1776.

SIR: Yesterday I was informed of Lieutenant-Colonel
Winds's promotion to ,the comm~nd of our regiment, and
Mr. Ogden, of Elizabethtown, preferred to be Lieutenant-Co-
lonel. Tbis l~t appointment, I confess, much surprisesme;
and leaves me in doubt whether I may consider it as a par-
ticular honourpleant to be conferred on him, or a direct
affiant to me.

If it has beeIl a rule in the Continental Army to promote
inferiors directly over the head of superiors in ri\nk, I shall
silently acquiesce; but if, on the contrary, I am the first that
has fallen under the predicament, I shaH consider. it in. the
last-mentioned light. Believe me, sir, I assure you before
this promotion no wish ever entered my heart to advance to
that station, while I could remain with honour in my pre-
sent; more studious to qualify myself in that, than to seek
further.

But when I consider that, on those principles, I am abso- .

lutely forced out of a service I was fond of, I confess it gives
me pain, and would more so to deserve it. As I entered
into this service with no sinister views, no private feelings
shall induce me, in the hour of danger, to quit it. If I stand
in the way of the more deserving, or if a satisf..wtory answt'r
cannot be had to what I have before proposed, I shall beg
leave of your Lordship to resign my commission to that ho-
nourable body from whom I received it; and, at the same
time, to give you my reasonS with it; determined, at the
same time, in such case, to retire to the station of a private
sentinel, and there remain till death or the end of this glo-
rious contest shall release me from the service.

I am, sir, most respectfully, yours,
.. WILLIAM DE HART.

To His Excellency the Earl of Stirling.

New-York, March 14,1776.

We, the Captains and Subalterns of the First New-Jersey
Regiment of Continental Troops, being heartily engaged in
defending the common cause of America, beg leave to clairp
a few moments' attention oCthe honourable the Continental
Congress; on a subject that gives us infinite pain.

.

As your honourable House has been pleased to appoint
Mr. Ogden, of Elizabeth.town, Lieutenant-Colonel in the
place of Colonel Wind.~, promoted to the comm!md of the
regiment: we know nothing to the prejudice of that gentJc-
man; neither do we question his merit; but he is put oyer
the. head of a superior in rank (who is justly entitled .to the
claIm, and to whom we conceive no reasonable objection
can be made) in such a manner as must refleet upon our
feelings and charaeters, as gentlemen and officers, if we si-
lently acquiesce in a matter that affeets him and each one
of us. It is not rank Or commissions that we are asking for;
but that ourselves and superiors may remain with honour in
their stations, while they deserve it, and advance in that line
in all other cases of such a nature followed.

We beg leave most humbly to remonstrate against an
appointment of this nature, as we coneeive ourselves, under
the ties of honour and justice, bound to leave a service we are
extremely fond of, and which we shall quit with the greatest
reluctance. We would further entreat that this remonstranee
may not be considered as the e.ffect of rashness or dis~rder ;
~ut beg leav~ to assure your .Honours that none employed
III your serVICe are more faIthfully attached to the grand
caus~, ~nd will ever remain so. This appointment, we are
of opmJOn, ,would not have taken ptace were it not for.mis-
representatIon. . -

Hear, gentlemen, we pray you, OUl'complaints, and o-rant
us redress; we willstudy t6.deserveit.

b

JOSEPH MORRIS, JOSEPH MEEKE:R,

SILAS HOWELL, ANDREW McMYER,

JOHN CO)lWAY, DANIEL PIATT,

Jo. POLHEMUS, Er,IAs LONGSTRKE'I:.

Captains.

DANIEL BALDWIN, Y ELLES l\IEAD,

ISAAC MORRISON, SAMUEL OXFORD,

Jomi MERCER, HEN:QRICK FISHER,

LEWIS J. COSTIGIN, KOERTINES SCliANCK:

JOl{N V AN ANGJ.ER,
. First Lieutenants..

ARCHIBALD DALLAS, JOHN DEL"AHAVAN,

PETER VOORHEES, J OUN . HOLMES.

Second Lieutenants:

MAR. HAJ,STED,

FRANCIS COSTIGIN,

JACOB KEMPER,

THOMAS SICKELS,

,GEORGE Ross,

ROBERT ROBERTSON,

ABRAHAM LANE,

JACOB PIATT..' "

Ensigns.
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COW-NECK (Q.UEEN'S' COUNTY, NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE,

In Committee for th~ District of Cow-Neck, Great-Neclf,
&c., held at Cow-Neck, this 18th day of March, 1776:

Whereas sundry disaffected persons have lately moved
into this neighbourhood, whereby this District, instead of
being an asylum for the good andvirtuous, is become a nest
to these noxious vermin: it has therefore become the part
of prudence, and, in its effects, of necessity, to 'put an end to
such proceedings in future, by the most speedy and effectual
measures for the publick good.

Be it therefore Resolved, That no manner of person, after
the first of April next, presume to move into this District,
without producing to this Committee a certificate, signed by
the Chairman of the Committee from whence they last re-
moved, of their being friendly to the cause of their bleeding
country.

Signed by order:
BENJAMIN SANDS, Chairman.

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety at NEw-
YORK.

The humble Petition of B:ERNARDROMANS,showeth:

That your humble Petitioner was some time since at
Philadelphia, with the honourable the Continental Congress,
upon the business of his then office, and that he then and
there had the pleasure to meet with an entire approbation
of his conduct.

Whereupon said honourable Congress passed a vote that
it was reasonable your humble Petitioner should be paid up
to the, date of his new commission. In consequence of
which, a resolve was made, which your humble Petitioner
has broua-ht here, and which has been laid before your ho-
nourable °Board. The time is now expired in which your
humble Petitioner was to have appeared at the head of his
company, and want of money prevents.

Your humble Petitioner therefore prays an order may be
granted him, pursuant to the said resolves of Congress, that
he maybe enabled to proceed, and save his honour.

And your Petitionershall ever pray, &c.
'.B. ROMANS.

New.York, March 18, 1776.

JOHN HASBROUCK TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

Marb]ctown, March lS, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I understand that Mr. Cantine, one of our
Delegates, is gone dow~ to New- York, and intends to ap-
ply to Congress for. commissions for a comp~nl of Gren~-
diers for the townshIp of Marbletown. If tlllS IS granted, It
will create a great disturbance in the companies in said town-
ship, and will throw our companies into great confusion.
I hereby only let you know the state of the case as it stands;
an(l you may do in that case as you, in your great wisdom,
judge wiII answer to, and for, the American union and inte-
rest.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, most humble ser-
vant,

JOHN HASBROUCK. '*'

To Colonel Nathaniel Woodhull, President of the Provin-
cial Congress, at New- York.

STRATFORD (FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CONNECTICUT) CODI-

MITTEE.

Stratford, Conl1ecticut, March 18, 1776.

On the 10th instant, (Sunday,) Mr. Jeremiah Learning,
Missiooary at Norwalk, baptized a child in the Episcopal
Church at Stratford, and called it, by the opprobrious name
of Thomas Gage, the parson of the parish being present
at the sarhe time. This religious manceuvre gave great dis-
gust. People in general viewed this trans3,ction as a de-
signed insult and ridicule up0!1 the cause of liberty, which
'the Am~ricans are now engaged to support against the arbi-
trary,and oppressive measures of the British Parliament.
Whereupon MI'. Leaming, being duly notified, appeared be-
forethe Committeeof Inspectionfor this town. .

.. [The original is endorsed-"MARcH 21, 1116.-A letter from John
Hasbrouck, of Marbletown. This letter was read,' and ordered that no
notice be Wl,en thereof on the Minutes.")

He owned that he had been previously informed that a
child would be presented to him for baptism, and that the
parents had proposed to give it that name ihut said some-
body ipformed hini at the same time that the parents had
been dissuaded fI'Om it i however, when itwas oftered by
that name, he without any hesitation baptized it. He ac-
knowledged that he thought the parents were imprudent,
and that he disIike,d it; but pleaded in his own excuse the
obligation he was under by the rules of the Rubrick, which,
he said, directed him to receive the name from the god-
fathers and god-mothers, and to pronounce that name in
baptism; and that he did not. look upon himself at liberty
to dispense with the name given by the sponsors. Being
asked why he did not object when the name was given hien,
he said it was unexpected, and, being on a sudden, the pm-
priety of objecting did not come into his mind; but he de-
clared he had no unfriendly intention'in it, however it might
appear in that light. He professed to have always a high
esteem of the liberties and privileges of this Colony.

The Committee having heard Mr. Learning's exculpa-
tion, and considered thereof, and made all charitable allow-
ances they were able, are of opinion that he has not made
it appear to their satisfaction that he is really innocent of
having had a design, by the above transaction, to insult and
ridicule the Continental struggle in the defence of their just
rights, which are most wickedly and injuriously invaded.
But yet, out of a tender regard to Mr. Learning's office,
and connection with the people of his charge, (most of
whom, we understand, are true friends to the liberties of
America,) judge it most expedient only to s!ate the facts,
and submit it to the publick, to make what Judgment they
please; and to the candid friends of their county, to treat
the said Mr. Leamingwith that regard which they shall
judge his person and eharacter deserve.

Signed by order of Committee.
Attest: JOSEPH CURTISS, Clerk.

GOVERNOUR TRu~mULL TO GENERAL W ASHINGTOX.

Lebanon, March 18, 1776.

SIR: I received your favour of the 14th instant, in which
you inform me the enemy.have e)llbarked their troops on
board a number of transports, and are now making a shame-
ful retreat from Boston; and that their destination is con-
jectured to be either for Halifax or New- York-the latter
place most probable. I should, on my part, rather conjec-
ture that their women and children, with the Tory families,
(if any on board,) are for Halifax, and the troops for New-
York, &c., if they mean to evacuate that town. But 'may
it not be probable, notwithstanding all appearances, that the
enemy, expecting an attack on Boston, are only clearing off
all incumbrances, and sending off their (at prescnt) useless
baggage, in order to be better able to withstand your attack,
and to give you a more warm reception, and, if possible, a
fatal repulse? A hint of this I dare say you will not take
amiss~ though I entertain not thl.' least doubt of your great-
est attention and utmost precaution to guard yourself against
the subtle wiles and artful intrigues of an artful enemy, as
well as their open force and violence. But appearances, I
fully agree, most probably point at New- York; and as a
reqnest from you, on all these publick occasions, comes with
the greatest force, (notwithstanding we have great drafts of
men from this Colony to various quarters, and have now at
New- York, in consequence of your late requisition by Gene-
ral Lee, two regiments, amounting to fifteen hundred men,
whiGh, just as I received yours, had despatched orders to
them to continue in service till further directions; and, in
consequence of your last request, and in consideration of the
importance of securing New- York, and the advantage of a
prior possession,) have given orders to the Field-Officers of
several regiments in this Colony nearest New- York, and
where they may arrive at that place with ihe greatest ex-
pedition, immediately, by detachments, to draft out and for-
ward, by land or water to New- York, twenty companies,
consisting of ninety men each, including officers, (to admit
<?fno delay,) and there to put themselves under the com-
manding officer at that place, and remain till relieved by
such part of your Army as you think proper to send there;
at the same time, as a very busy season for farmers is
soon. approaching, am obliged to let them know that it
is most probable they' will soon be released and discharged,

..
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unless such as may choose to inlist themselves for further
servIce.

On occasions like the present, the Field-Officers of the
:Mi]itia are sent to command their regiments, accord\ng to a
fanner law of tpis Colony, in case of alarm; and I have
ordered their proper Field-Officers to take command accord-
ingly.

As weare obliged now to drain off our Militia, so as to
leave oursea-coasts bare of men, and as an attack may very
suddenly be made upon some posts thereof, even in the pre-
sent mOvemt1nts from B(Jston, I cannot but request that, in
the march of your troops to New- York, they may be di-
rected to take their route on or near the sea-coast, which
will be nearer than through Hartford, and a much' drier
road at this season, as thereby they will be a guard, and
rQady to oppose the enemy, if any such attempts should be
made; at the Same time making their approach to New-
York as expeditiously as any other way, unless delayed by
opposing the enemy, which, I am in hopes there may be no
occasion for.

I have ordered Captain Niles to keep a good loo~-out for
the enemy, as far as Block-Island and 1I'Iontauk Pmnt; and
if any intel1igence from him of consequence, shall imme-
diately acquaint you therewith.

And am, sir, with great esteem and regard, your most obe-
dient humble servant, JONATHANTRUlImuLL.

To His Excelleucy General Wadlington.

ADMIRAL HOPKINS TO LIEUTENANT HINMAN.

On boa.rd tne Alfred, March 18, 1776.

SIR : You being appointed Master of the Ship Endeavour,
you are to keep company with the fleet until further ordI,Jrs;
but if you should lose company, you are to use your best
endeavours to get into Providence. If you cannot get in
there, you are to go in on the east side of Rhode-Island,
or Howland's Ferry, under the Fort, or into New-London.
And whenever you get into port, you are to land your guns
and stores, and send to Governour Nicholas Cooke, at Pro-
vidence, or Qovernour Trumbull, for further orders, until you
hear from me. ESECK HOPKINS.
T9 ElishaHinman, Esq.

ADMIRAL HOPKIN!:! ,TO QARTM:OUTH COMMITTEE.

On board the Alfred, March 18, 1716.

GENTLEMEN: I understand, by Captain Jennin!Js, that
you are in want of guns; and I, have sent by lum two
nine-pound guns and some shot, which please to accept,
,md make such use of them as you think best; and if oppor-
tunity permits, send the shot he has' on board, that are too
big for your guns, to Providence, or Howland's Ferry, and
you win oblige your and your country's friend, ,

ESECK HOPKINS.

To the Committee of the Town of Dartmouth.

GOVERN OUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Providence, March 18, 1776.

SIR: I am favoured with yours of the 8th and 14th in-
stant, to which I have paid the greatest attention. The
several regiments of Militia are ordered to hold themselves
in readiness to march in case the enemy should land in'this
Colony, and the General Assembly is called to meet this
day. As a part of the Army in Boston, supposing them to
be destined tatbesouthwarcl, might, with but little loss of
time, laud upon and destroy Rhode-Island, and cut off the
troops there, without some effectual measures are taken to
oppose them, I thought these steps, which were an it was
in my power to take, necessary. I also beg leave to sug-
gest to your Excellency the propriety of ordering a part of
the forces designed for New- York to march through this
Colony. The rout~ will no.t be much farther, and they
will be at hand to repel any attack of the ~I)emy.

I shall give your Excdlency the earliest intelligence of
every motiou of the enemy that shall come to my know-
ledge.

I am, with great truth and esteem, sir,Y01;lrmost obedient
humble servant, NICHaLASCaaKE.

To His Excellency General Washington.

JAMES aTIs TO. JJ:&NJ,AMIN GREENLEAF.

Barnstable, March 18,1776.
.

SIR: I think it my duty to write the honaurable Board
the reasons of my non-attendance on them; which are, be-
cause the small-pox has been in myneighbourhood for i;l
month past, near my house, and I am afraid it will spread,
as one person broke out on tbe last fast day, and I am afraid
more have taken the distemper; which has confined me a
good deal to my house, and should be loth to go abroad if
I thought I had taken the infectian, and am willing to be
pretty certain first, so that I do not think it proper fOJme
to venture abroad on a joumey until next we~k; and if I
remain in health, I will wait on the honQ1;II'abie Board
some time that week, in case the weather and other circum-
stances permit. I want much to be at Court, to let them
know what confusion some people have thrown this town
and County into, on many accounts. This town had their
:JJ1arch meeting the week bef(>re last, and would not choose
tithing-men, wardens, and grand jurors, for the year, nor
petit jurors for our next court; nor did they make any pro-
vision as to the last Militia act, for procuring axes, spades,
shovels, &c., agreeaule to said act; and I find the disorder
is growing. Yarmouth copied after Barnstable in not
choosing jurymen. The case is this: It is given out by QUf
Tories that there is no law; the General Caurt is _said to
have no authority to appoint Courts; the General Congress
is despised and contemned, and so is all authority in thiS
Tory County; the paper currency depreciated, and some
folks won't take it on any account. And if I may be allowed,
I would make a few querjes, viz: 'Vhether the Gene1'\ll
Court, and more especially the Council, as governaurs, have
shown that firmness a,nd resolution that is necessary in thls
time of difficulty as to our publick affairs in general. 2dly.
Whether too much attention has not, been paid to that part
of the populace that incline to anarchy, which have pre-
vented the Court and military ystablishments; which, in my
apinion, leads to this confusion through this part of the Go-
vernment. I have one request mare, which is, that our
Court of General Sessions of the Peace, and Court of Com-
mon Pleas, to be held in this County (by law) on the first
Tuesday of April, may be adjourned until the last Tuesday
of JUJle next, the time which our June Coqrt sits. By that
time some of our difficulties may possibly be got over, and
others subside. 1 hape you will excuse my freedom; and
such part of my scribbling you will communicate as you
think proper.

1 am your most obedient humble servant,
JAMES OTIs.

To the Honourable BenJamin Greenleaf, Esquire, or to the
Honourable John Win(!trop, Esq., in Watertown.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETV TO GEoRGE .l\L~SON AND
JOHN DALTON.

[No. 66.] Annapolis, March 19, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: In answer to your favour of the 15th, we
have directed Colonel Beall to deliver to your order teu bar-
rels of gunpowder. We shall do everything in our power
to promote the general welfare; and for that purpose are
now increasing our Marine.

'Weare, &c.

To George Mason and John Dalton, Esquires.

MARVLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO VIRGINIA COMMITTEE
aF SAFETY.

[No. 67.] Annapolis,March 19, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have your favour of the 9th 'of this
month; ;tnd as we are convinced of the expediency of con-
structing the beacons in the manner you propose, on the
points of the river Potomack, we shall readily join you in
any expense that may attend the erection of them, and have
appainted the Honourable George Plater, Esq., and Briga-
dIer John Dent, to. act with the gentlemen nominated by
you for the carrying that measure into execution. We shpll
acquaint them of their appointment, and we are persuaded
they will attend for that purpose, on any notice your Com-
missioners will b!;Jpleased to give them., We have heard
l~ttle af the Otter and ~er tenders si;n

,.

c~ their leavin~L
.

tbis
nver, exce~t that they pIllaged a small Island on.auI' Efl~t-
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ern Shore. Weare not without expectation of another
visit from them, and shall be extremely obliged for any in-
telligence you may be pleased to communicate to us of their
movements. Weare, &c.
To the Committee of Safety of Virginia.

P. S. We have just received a letter from George 1J;la-
son and 1ohn, Dalton, Esquires, requesting ihe loan of ten
barrels of powder, which we have supplied them with for
the use of your Colony.

.MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GEORGE PLATER AND

BRIGADIER-GENERAL DENT.
[No. 68.] Annapolis,MarchJ9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: In consequence of the enclosed letter from
the Committee of Safety of Virginia, desiring us to appoint
Commissioners to co-operate with the gentlemen nominated
by them for e,recting beacons on ,the shores of the river Po-
tQmack, we have taken the liberty to appoint yourself and
Brigadier John Dent; and we hope it may be agreeable to
you to attend at any meeting their Commissioners may de-
sire, in carrying that necessary measure iflto execution.

We are, &c.

To George Plater, Esq., and Brigadier-General Dent, se-
v~raHy.

MARYLAND DELEGATES TO COUNCIL OF SAFETy.

PbiJadelphia, March 19, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Captain TiMet, in a brig from' Statia,
purchased and loaded by Abram VanbiMtor, for our Pro-
vince, arrived here last week. The Captain applied to us
for orders, agreeable to directio.ns he had received for that
purpose from Vanbibber. We ordered the cargo to be
landed and stored, and the hands to be discharged. A few
days since application was made to us for the sale of the
brig to the Congress, which we agreed to, and have deli-
vered her up with the guns, stores, &c~ The account re-
lative to her will be settled in a few days, and shan be
transmitted. You have. enclosed a list of the goods im-
ported, all of which will be. forwarded by the stages, ex-
cept the duck; we have retained tllis till your orders. It is
an article very scarce and dear in this city. If you do not
want the whole quantity, we can sell,it at a price that win
leave a cpnsiderable profit.

Congress have advanced twenty-two thousand dollars, to
be exchanged for gold and silver in your Province. This
money would have been sent to you had any convenient
opportunity offered. Robert Alexander, who intended for
],Iaryland, last Sunday, prevented our \vriting by the Satur-
day's post, as he proposed going to Annapolis, and could
give you fuller infonnation of the state of affairs than can
be contail)ed within the compass of a letter.

We make no doubt you have heard various reports rela-
tive to a Mr. Tcmple, who came .passenger in the packet,
and is now in this city. Before his arrival here it was as-
serted that he was charged with despatches from the Minis-
try to Congress; that Courts were appointed with fun pow-
ers; and that, if, on their arrival in America, the different
Assemblies refused to treat, they were to treat with Congress.
Tcmpk, on hjs arrival, delivered his budget, which was
truly farsical, being only a button of his coat, in which was
contained a, scrawl from Arthur Lce, informing Congress
that troops were to sail from IrelanrJ,and, for other particu-
lars, referring to Temple, who could give infonnation, as he
(Lee) had ac

,

quainted him with, the state of affairs, and the
designs of Administration.

We have never seen Temple; it is said he is sick, some
say he is mad. From his conduct in taking this journey to
deliver s~ch a trifling letter, the latter opinion seems well
founded. The, packet letters are yet on board the Asia

'map-of-war. The Postmaster, it is reported, has refused
to deliver any letters unless the postage of the whole is
paid. We are in expectation of an express tram Boston.
General Washington took possession of Dorchester,Parish,
which commands SouthBQston. It is sa~dby -', letter
to Congress, that flowe was embarking his artillery, stores,
&c., in the greatest~fusion.

Weare, with respect, gentlemen, your humble servants,
,

THE DELEGAl'F;S OF MARYJ.AND.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ]'Iaryland.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO BARON DE WOEDTKE.

Philadelphia, March 19, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of the warm recommendations i~
your favour,* and in hopes, by your eminent abilities, you
will be able to render essential ,service to tr.e cause of liber-
ty, the Congress have thought proper to appoint you a Bri-
gadier-General in the Anny of the United Colonies, and I
have the honour to enclose YOLltheir commission.

The desire of Congress is, that you repair to New- York
as soon as you can, with convenience, and there wait the
arrival of the Commissioners going- to Canada, and that
you accompany them to that Province, where you will put
yourself under the command, and receive the orders of the
Commander-in-Chief in that Department.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient humble
servant, J H P

.
d '.

ORN ,ANC'OCK, rest ent.

To Frederick William Baron De Woedtke, Knight of
Malta, &c., &c., &c., at Philadelphia. ,

.p AjtIS, .I1ugust 30, 1775.
My DEAR MASTER: A General Officer in the Horse, who is of tne

highest consideration in this country, interests himself much in the cau~
of .I1m£!T'ica, which he regards as the cause of mankind in general, and
rours in particuJar. I am not allowed to name him, but I cah tell you he
IS a near re!lltion of that man in F,'(uzl'e for whom you have the greatest
esteem. He has a cooler head Ilnd a pUrer heart than his relation, and'is,
by his talents, possessed of a most excellent judgment in milit,uy affairs,
and of military merit; he is by his sentiments incapable to gj,'e counte-
nance to any solicitations wherl'there is not real meTit. You see, sir,
under whose guaranty, and at who8e instigation, J have the honour to in-
lroduce to you the Baron of 1Voedtke, whom he knows personaHy, and is
confirmed in his opinion of him by the Baron of Gottz, Plenipotentiary
Minister from the King of Prussia to this Court, of whom he has been
very particular in his inquiries, and who gives him the highest character,
of as good an officcr of horse as any in Europe, and as honest a man.
He comes to offer himself to assist in making the justest cause that ever
people were engaged in triumph-a cause that has made a people the
most pacifick in the world the most warlike; their virtue animates thcir
courage, and their oppressors already think that, what they vainly flat-
tered themselves with, of easily suhjugating them to their views, will
not be easily effected. But the most heroick virtue will not immediately
su!,ply that knowledge in war which praetice only gives.

I never heard tal!r of English.Jlmerican CavaJry. Notwil.hstanding,
between your great rivers you cannot fail of having vast plains, where
Cavalry must always decide the fate of b..ttles. Mr. the Baron of
Woedtke, brought up in the finest school in the world of this !rin/I, and,
I may add, by the hand of tbe first master, employe'd in the peist of
Major of the Pmssian Troops, has all the experience, a1l the capacity
which can be wished for by your Colonies to form a body of Cavalry,
and to conduct them when formed. They may depend upon his zeal.
He has suffered for three or four years in' a cause somewhat parallel with
yours. He was persecuted, robbed by the injustice and ingratitude of a
Sovereign, whom he had so loyally and happily served, who placed in
him the greatest confidence, and 'gave him to hope for a Jot the most for-
tunate; but, destitute of any resource against his tyrant, he abandoned a
country in which he was born and educated, to look for one that, by elec-
tion, he might ca1l his own; where he hopes to signalize himself in the
glorious defence of the purest liberty that ever, was known; where an
asylum is to nOne refused, and, consequently, a generous defender has
not the least doubt but he will be adopted as a citizen by engaging in the
.!Jmerican cause. He has already espoused the sentiment, and wishes
to have the honour of being called 'the countryman of P,'anklin, Otis,
Hancock, .I1dams, of Dickinson, of MiJIlin, utfiddleton, and Rllsh, of
Generals Washington, Gates, Lee, Ward, of Putnam, &c.,. the namC1J
of whom wiJI be revered in future ages, and blessed more lind more,
w:1ile the slave of Frederick, to whom every knee at present bows, but
whose name will be handed to posterity from generation to generation
with a growing horror.

Tbe Baron of Woedtke desires in an especial manner to make his ap-
pearance in your country under your auspices, and will use all his efforts
to deserve your good opinion. I beg that you will immediately do all
that will depend upon you,to render him service, and that he may get
into empJoy as soon as possible. You well know that one disgraced by
a King of prussia has very little to depend upon in that country; that
his patrimony is confiscated; all his appointments stopped, bas reduced
him to very great distress; to the point-he .was obliged to the SUCCOUrtl
of some friends for as much as will bear the expense of hi. voyage to
you. He has not, from his birth, imbibed the sweet influence of the law!!,
of Penn. It i. true, from twelve years of age he has been employed in
a useful manner, as the world goes, but they hav.e only taught bim to
burn powder and hew off limbs. If he can !l~sist in procuring for you a
sweet rest after a glorious. war, he will be happy, from bis education,
bad as it is, that his work may contribute to join the simplicity of the
Quaker to the finnness of a Brutus.

You wiJI have here joined a Memoir of his servkes.

To Dr. Franklin. '

The Baron of Woedtke, K~igbt of the order 'of Jerusalem of the Pro-
testant Religion, is a su~ject of the King of Prussia, and was a genem!
officer to that Prinre.

.
He entered the service in the year 1750, a volun-

teer; in J753 he obtained a Cornetcy of H:orse; in 1756 he WaS appowt-
ed Brigade-Major; in 1758 the King appointed him Aid-de-Camp and
Major of Brigade to the King's own command ;-all the duties of which
he did with applause. He served twenty-three years until thi!! time of
his arrival in France. He was in high credit and esteem with the King-
more so with tbe young Prince, nephew to his Majesty, about wliose
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COMMISSION FROM THE UNITED COLONIES OF AMERICA TO
BEN.JA~IIN FRANKLIN, SAl\IDEL CHASE, AND CHARLES CAR-
ROLL, ES~UIRES.

The Delegates of the UNITED COLONIES of NEw-H.<\MP-
SHTltE, lVLASSACHUSETTS-BAY, RHODE-IsLAND, CONNEC-
TICUT, NEW-YORK, NEw-JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, the
three Counties on DELAWARE, MARYLAND, VIRGINIA,
NORTH-CAROLINA, SOUTH-CAROLINA, and GEORGIA, in
Congress assembled:

ToB.;NJAMIN FRANKLIN, Member of the Royal Academy
of Sciences at PARIS, F. R. S., ~c., ~c., Sfc., one of the

lJelegates of the Colony of PENNSYLVANIA; SAMUEL
CHASE, Esq., one of the Delegates of the Colony of
1\iARYLAND;and CHARLES CARROLL, of CARROLLTON,
in the said CoUJny of MARYLAND,Esq., Greeting:

Know ye, that we, reposing especial trust and confidence
in your zeal, fidelity, abilities, and assiduity, do, by these
presents, constitute and appoint you, or any two of you,
Commissioners for and on behalf of US, and all the People
of the United Colonies whom we represent, to promote or
to form an union between the said Colonies and the People
of Canada, according to the Instructions herewith delivered
you, and to such as you may hereafter receive; and to exe-
cute all such matters and things as you are, or shall be,
directed by your said Instructions. And we do require all
officers, soldiers, and others, who may facilitate your nego-
tiations, or promote the success thereof, to aid and assist
you therein; and you are, from time to time, to transmit and
report your proceedings to Congress.

This Commission to continue in force until revoked by
this or a future Congress.

By order of Congress :
Dated at Philadelphia.

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

In Congress, March 20, 1776.

Instructions to BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, SAMUEL CHASE, and

CHARLES CA1/.ROLL, Esquires. '

GENTLEMEN: You are, with all convenient despatch, to
repair to Canada, and make known to the people of tbat

person he was placed; but the unfortunate death of that young Prince
WM the fa.1Iof tbe Baron of Wo~dtk~. He, from his station, was obliged
to inform his Majesty of the death of his beloved nephew, who therefrom
took such an aversion to the Baron, that he could not bear him in his
sight. So far did he carry this ill-placed aversion, that he obliged a man
devoted to his service and to his native country, to seek an asy lum in a
Btrange county, without friends; but he has heen happy enough to gain
the count.nance of some oJ the most illustrious in tbis place.

'

The Baron de Gotz, JIIinister Plenipotentiary from Prussia, has certi.
j)ed tbe above in a much more ample manner than it now appears in.

PARTS, August 30, 1775.
SIR: Before the Baron de TYoedtk'e's departure for Pennsylvania, (his

country by adoption,) we have frequently talked over the men of merit
with whom that country abounds more thall any other I am acquainted
with, aod whom I profess to honour more particularly. I have not
forgotten you, sir, in the number, though I had not the honour of seeing
you more than one short day. Having told him that you are descended
from one of the most ancient noble families of Picardy, and allied to the
house of .JIlailly, and knowing that he is also allied to that noble family,
it has made him desirous of being more particularly recommended to you
than to others of his future countrymen.

The Baron is a man equally to be recommended for his birth, his sea-
timents, his talents, and his manners. Born a sl1bjcct of the King of
Prussia, was employed in nis service from his youth, and arrived to the
rank of Mnjor of Horse, in ",hich he has distinguished himself in the
IIrmies so celebrated in Europe; hut, after being honoured with the most
intimate confidence of this Monarch, a. impetuous in his temper as en-
lightened in his understanding, he incurred his disgrace by the intrigues
of the Court, (and what Court is without intrigues 1) His revenues heing
stopped, he is under the necessity of quitting his country. Preferable
to any other country, where his reputation would not fail of giving him
honourable employ, the glory which the Colonies are daily acquiring, and
the conformity there is between their let and his, have determined him
to If0 and offer his services, dum defensoribus isti. tempus eget-whilst
the time requires such defenders. I am of opinion that this is one of the
best presents which Europe can make at this critical time for .f1merica
to whom they have so many crimes to expiate. '

. \Vith .this c?nfidence, I flatter myself that I shall serve America by
mtroducmg thIs gentiemall to you; and lay hold of the occasion of ho-
Jlouring myself by recalling me to your remembrance.

Europe now rings with the report of the exploits of the Bostonians
the eloque~t writings of the Philadelphians, the courage of your Militia;
!II1d the wisdom of your Congress. If you continl1e united, Athens,
~par~a, and T~eb.es, must yield to yap. There is one thing that I am
In pam about: It IS, how you can get places for the numbers who must
Bock to you from all parts. If I was not sixty years of age, I would not
be the last. _

I have the honour to be, with the most distinguished and sincere senti-
ments, sir, your 11)0st humble servant, DUBOURG.

country the wishes and intentions of Congress with respect
to them., ,

Represent to them that the arms of the United Colonies,
having been carried into that Province for the purpose
of frustrating the designs of the British Court against our
common liberties, we expect not only to defeat the hostile
machinations of Governour Carleton against us, but that we
shall put it in the power of our Canadian brethren to pur..
sue such measures, for securing their own freedom and hap..
piness, as a generous love of liberty and sound policy shall
dictate to them.

Inform them that, in our judgment, their interest and ours
are inseparably united. That it is impossible we can be
reduced to a servile submission to Great Britain without
their sharing in our fate; and, on the other hand, if we ob..
tain, (as we doubt not we shall,) a full establishment of our
rights, it depends wholly on their choice whether they will
participate with us in those blessings, or still remain subject
to every act of tyranny which British Ministers shall please
to exercise over them. Urge all such arguments as your
pmdence shall suggest, to enforce our opinion concerning
the mutual interests of the two countries, and to convince
them of the impossibility of the war being concluded to the
disadvantage of the Colonies, if we wisely and vigorously
co-operate with each other. To convince them of the up"
rightness of our intentions towards them, you are to declare
that it is our inclination that the people of Canada may set
up such a fonn of Government as will be most likely in
their judgment to promote this happiness; and you are, in the
strongest terms, to assure them that it is our earnest desire to
adopt them into our Union as a sister Colony, and to seCUrE'
the same general system of mild and equal laws for them
and for ourselves, with only such local differences as may
be agreeable to each Colony respectively. Assure the peo-.
pIe of Canada that we have no apprehension that the
French will take any part with Great Britain; but that it
is their interest, and we have reason to believe their inclina-
tion, to cultivate a friendly intercourse with these Colo..
meso

You are, from this and such other reasons as may appeal'
most proper, to urge the necessity the people are under of
immediately taking some decisive step to put themselves
under the protection of the United Colonies. For expe..
diting such a measure, you are to explain to them our
method of collecting the sense of the people, and conduct..
ing our affairs regularly, by Committees of Observation
and Inspection in the several Districts; and by Conven..
tions and Committees of Safety in the several Colonies..
Recommend these modes to them. Explain to diem the
nature and principles of Government among freemen ; de..
veloping, in contrast to these; the base, cmel, and insidious
designs involved in the late act of Parliament for making t!.
more effectual provision [.)1'the government of the Province
of Quebeck. Endeavour to stimulate them, by motives of
glory, as well as interest, to assume -a part in a contest by
which they must be deeply affected; and to aspire to a por-.
tion of that power by which they are ruled; and not to
remain the mere spoils and prey of conquerors and lords~

.

You are further to declare that we hold sacred the rights
of conscience, and may promise to the whole people solemnly"
in our name, the fi'ee and undisturbed exercise of their religion,
and to the clergy the full, perfect, and peaceable possession
and enjoyment of all their estates; that the government of
everything relating to their religion and clergy shall be left
entirely in the hands of the good people of that Province,
and such Legislature as they shall constitute; provided, how-
ever, that all other denominations of Christians be equally
entitled to hold offices, and enjoy civil privileges, and the
free exercise of, their religion, and be totally exempt from
the payment of any tithes, or taxes, for the support of any
religion. .

Inform them that you are vested by this Congress with
full powers to effect these purposes; and, therefore, press
them to have a complete representation of the people as-
sembled in Convention, ,,'ith all possible expedition, to deli-
berate concerning the establishment of a fOlm of Govern-
ment and an union with the United ColQnies. As to tbe
terms of the union, insist llpon the propriety of their being
similar to those upon which the other Colonies unite. Should
they object to this, report to this Congress those objections,
and the terms on which alone they will come into our Union.
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Should they agree to our tePffis, you are to promise, in the
names of th(~ United Colonies, that we will defend and
protect the people of Canada against all enemies, in the
same manner as we will defend and protect any of the
United Colonies.

You are to establish a free Press, and to give directions
for the frequent publication of such pieces as may be of
service to the cause of the United Colonies.

You are to settle all disputes between the Canadians and
the Continent;tl Troops, and to make such regulations relating
thereto as you shall judge proper.

You are to make a strict and impartial inquiry into the
cause of the imprisonment of Colonel Dufee, Lieutenant-
Colonel Nefcll, Major St. George Dupree, and Major Gray,
officers of Militia; and of John Fraser, Esq., late a Judge;
of Police at ft:fontreal, and take such order concerning them
as you shall judge most proper.

In reforming any abuses you may observe in Canada,
establishing and enforcing regulations for preservation of
peace and good order there, and composing differences
between the troops of the United Colonies and the Ca-
nadians, all officers and so]diers are required to yield obe-
dience to you.

And to enforce the decisions that you, or any two of you
may make, you are empowered to suspend any military
officer from the exercise of his commission till the pleasure
of the Congress shall be known, if you, or any two of you,
shall think it expedient.

You are also empowered to' sit and vote as members of
Councils of War in directing fortifications and defences to
be made or to be demolished; and to draw orders upon the
President for any sums of money, not exceeding one hun-
dred thousand dollars in the whole, to defray the expenses
of the works.

Lastly, you are, by all the means you can use, to promote
the execution of the resolutions now made, or hereafter to be
made in Congress.

Additional Instructions.

You are empowered and directed to promote and en-
couralJ"e the trade of Canada with the Indian Nations, and
grant °passports for carrying it on, as far ,as it may consist
with the safety of the troops and the publick good.

You are also directed and authorized to assure the inha-
bitants of Canada their commerce with foreign nations shall,
in all respects, be put on an equal footing with and encour-
aged and protected in the same manner, as the trade of the
United Colonies.

You are also directed to use every wise and prudent
measure to introduce and give credit and circulation to the
Continental money in Can~da.

In case the former resolution of Congress, respecting the
English Ameman Troops in Canada, has not been carried
into effect, you are directed to use your best endeavours to
form a battalion of the New-York Troops in that country,
and to appoint the Field and other officers, out of the gen-
tlemen who have continued there during the campaign,
aCGording to their respective ranks and merit; and if it
should' be found impracticable, you are to direct such of
them as are provided in the four battalions now raising in
New- York, to repair to their respective corps. To enable
you to carry this resolution into effect, you are furnished
with blank commissions by the President.

B y order of Congress: J H - P
.
d tOHN ANCOCK, res~ en .

NEW-YORK DELEGATES TO COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, Mareh 19, 1776.

GEJ'o"TLEMEN:We beg leave to recommend to your par-
ticular attention the enclosed reguest from the Delegates of
Maryland. Weare not sufficIently acquainted with the
state of our artillery to judge whether it will be in your
power to oblige a sister Colony on this pressing occasion.
We can only say that it will give us great pleasure if you
can consistently contribute to the safety of Maryland, from
whose Delegates our Colony has always received a uniform
and zealous support. Their friendship in procuring an in-
struction from their Convention expressly directing them to
move and m~e their endeavours for procuring relief to our
Colony in the article _of tea, and their generous offer to
supply us with a ton of their scanty stock of powder some

months ago, deserve our grateful acknowledgments, and the
esteem of our constituents. We could not, indeed, avail
ourselves of the last favour, because the interposition of COIl-
gress was necessary, and we had reason to be apprehensive
that the powder would have been sent another way, where
it was then thought more necessary. -

We have the honour to be, with the greatest respect,
gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servants,

JAMES DUANE,
JOHN ALSOP,
JOHN JAY,
LEWIS MORRIs.

To the Honourable Convention of New- York.

MARYLAND DELEGATES TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEI': OF

SAFETY.

PhiladE'Iphia, March 19,1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Convention of Maryland voted a coJ]-
siderable sum of money to defend the harbour of Baltimore
town, the most considerable place of our trade. Fortifica-
tions and batteries are now erecting; and every means in our
power to procure cannon have failed. _ If your Colony GaQ-
spare us four eighteen-pounders, or eight twelves, or eighi
nines, (which shaU be returned as soon as others can be pro-
cured,) they will be of infinite service in defending a boom
now very nearly ready to be laid across the river.

Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,
W. JOHNSON,JUN.,
SAMUEL CHASE,
WILLIAM PACA. _

To the Honourable Council of Safety of NefJJ-York.

JOHN WITHERSPOON TO LORD STIRLING.

Princeton, March 19, 1776.

My LORD: I am this day favoured with your Lordship's
letter of the 17th, as Chairman of the CommittcG of SQ-
meiset County, and shaU not fail to lay it before them at
their first meeting, which is on Wednesday next week, the
27th. I would bave called them immediately, but the no-
tices could not be sent so as to procure a meeting above two
days sooner, as one of their number is gone to Philadelphia
to procure powder, and it would have been v~ry disagreeable
to them to have been caUed twice in so short a time. I
shall not fail to acquaint your Lordship of the resolution of
the Committee; and wishing you much lawful and signal
success in your present important charge,

I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, humble
servant,

JOHN WiTHERSPOON.
To Lord Stirling.

MOSES OGDEN TO JOSEPH HALLETT.

Newark, New-Jersey, March 19, 177-6.

DEAR SIR: I yesterday attended the vendue at Eliz4'-
bethtown, and purchased a quantity of coal, to fulfil your
order for spot; and as it cannot be delivered without the
cash, I am obliged to request the favour of you to advance,
and send me by the bearer, (Mr. Garret JacobWJ, one of our
workmyn,) one hundred pounds, who will give you a receipt
for the same. We have everything prepared for despatch
as soon as the coal arrives.

I am, sir, your very humble servqnt,
MOSES OGDEN;

To Mr. Joseph lIalktt, New-York.

LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF CONG~sS.

New-York. March 19, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have this evening, by exprt',Ss, received the
two enclosed letters from General Washington. J have
communicated the contents of them to the Committee of
Safety of this Province, and shall meet them - to-morrow
morning, to consult on such measures as necessarily arise
from this intellilJ"ence. The Congress may be assured every
step will be taken to prepare this place for the receptIon:of
the enem~ The work is great; not a moment of my time
is left unemployed in effecting it. -

_ _ ,_

J had the honour of receiving your lettGr of the 16thitl-
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stant, last night. In consequence of which, I ordered five
tons of the powder, destined for Cambridge, to proceed im-
mediately, and the rest to follow as soon as it could be
shifted into proper barrels, which would have beenaccom-
plished to-morrow, and sent forward; but on this intelli-
gence from General Washington, and a message which this
express brings from Colonel M1jflin, that everything on the
road to the camp at Cambridge be stopped, and sent to this
place, I have ordered the whole eleven tons of powder to
be stored here.

You may depend, sir, that General Howe at first intend-
ed a feint, with hopes of preventing General Washington
possessing himself of the Heights of Dorchester; and find-
mg the bait did not take, the distress of his Army, and his
uneasy situation after that post was secured, has obliged
him, in the utmost hurry and" confusion, to make a real em-
barkation of his Army. I have written a free letter to Gene-
ral Lee on our situation here, which, with the other from
General Washington to him, (after the Congress has pe-
rused them,) you will be so good as to forward to him, if he
has left Philadelph1'a.

I would now go into a more particular detail of matters,
but the hurry of business renders it impossible. I will, at
every moment's leisure, communicate to you whatever may
be of consequence.

I am, dear sir, your most humble servant,
STIRLING.

To the Hpnourable John Hancock.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read March 29, 1776.]

Albany, March 19, 1776.

SIR: I do myself the honour to transmit you a copy of a
letter, dated 5th ]}mrch, from General Wooster, which r
yesterday received. It is far from being imprpbable that
the enemy have in contemplation the plan he mentions.
His being aware of it will, I hope, put it in his power to
render it abortive.

Colonel TVarner'sconduct, in making me a return, on the
12th of February, of seven hundred and thirty-six men
being engaged by him, and on which I founded a warrant for
advancing pay, (a copy whereof I enclosed you in mine of
the 13th ultimo,) is extremely outre, when only four hundred
and seventeen were arrived on the 5th instant.

On Saturday, the 16th instant, two sloops arrived here;
but that with the heavy cam'wn and shot is not yet come
up, although I desired that she might be brought up as far as
the ice would permit, to take the advantage of the first fair
wind after the river opened.

The whole of the batteaus I was ordered to build will be
finished in eight days, as far as they can be for want of
pitch and oakum, which is not yet arrived from New- York.
I have, however, a sufficiency to transport the troops now
here. .

I have been so continually crowded with business, that I
have not had time to copr the proceedings of the Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs till lately, and now enclose them.
I have taken no notice of the numerous meetings I have
had with small parties of Indians, as they came only on
begging errands. The Sir: Nations have sent us word that
tlH~ywill soon be down. They always expect presents on
such 9ccasions, but we have nothing to give them.

The Indian Department engrosses so much of the time
of the acting Commissioners, that a Secretary is absolutely
necessary. Should Congress be pleased to make the ap-
pointment, they will permit me to recommend Mr. Robert
Yates, a gentleman in whom are happily combined great
good sense, a facility in doing business, a most consummate
virtue, a steady friend to the cause ofAmerica, and to whose
exertion.s in this quarter thepublick are much indebted.
He has the honour to be known to most of the Delegates
h9m this Colony.

March 20.-1 have this moment received another letter
f.i:om(Jeneral Wooster, of the 13th instant, a copy whereof
(No.2) I also enclose. I am well convinced that Gene-
ral Woosterhas sufficientemployment in the military branch.

_The civil alsQrequites great attention, in the pre~nt eitical
state of Canada; and I fear the most fatal consequences,
if an immediate attention is not paid to it. This induces

me to repeat my former request, that a Committee of Con-
gress may be sent.

"

Sir John Johnson was this day in town, agreeable to my
request; but his accusers did not appear. He avows that
he has .reported that the Indians have thrown out threats
that they would fall upon us; and says it is notorious tOo
many of our friends in the County of Tryon that they have
repeatedly done it. .

I am just now informed that the Indians are already on
their way to this place to hold a conference with us. We
shall be greatly distressed, as we have nothing to give them..

The heavy cannon arrived this morning, and they will be
moved with all possible despatch to Fort George, and from
thence as soon as the lakes are passable. Not a sailor for
vessels, nor any artillery companies, are yet arrived here.

I have been under the necessity of repairing the old Hos-.
pital in this city to lodge the troops. Several of the men
are down with the small-pox. I have had them removed tOo
a distance from town.

Apprehensive that difficulties would arise in transporting:
the cannon and military stores from hence by land, at this
season of the year, when the roads are almost impassable,
and frequently overflowed between this and Fort Edward,
I caused ten batteaus to be built; and happy it is, as the
waters are now out, and many parts of the road rendered
thereby impassable. In the transportation of these stOl~es
only, considerable more than the cost of the batteaus WII]
be saved, even. if the water had not rendered the roads use..
less; they being so very deep that carriages, at the very
utmost, can carry only half loads. I hope to be able to ven-
ture a ride to Fort George by the time the cannon are moving:
from here, that they may not be retarded On the way, or
on their arrival at that place, should the lakes be open.

If no sailors come up in time, I. will man a sufficient
number of the vessels with men from the troops for the pre-
sent occasion.

I am, sir, most respectfully and sincerely, your most obe-
dient and very humble servant,

P SHILIP CHUYLER.
Hon. John Hancock.

Montreal, March 5", 1776.

SIR : Your favours, with the cash by Mr. Benson, came
safe to hand this day at a time when greatly wanted; wbat
we had being almost entirely expended. Whether I shall
be able to borrow money of the merchants upon the plan
you propose or not, I cannot yet tell. I have consulted Mr.
Henry upon the subject. I think him as likely to succeed
in the business as any person I can employ ; yet I imagine
it doubtful whether he succeeds or not, as "ery few, if any,
of the merchants have any remittance to make in the Colo-
nies, and, in general, they are not disposed to assist us, when
it can be avoided.

I am happy at the arrival of the Commissaries, and shall,
with pleasure, publish your orders concerning that branch
of business. I have no doubt but there have been many
abuses, and, I fear, not a few emb2zzlements. I have at-
tempted several times to.make an inquiry thoroughly into the
conduct of the different Commissaries; but our critical situa~
tion, and the various different kinds of business which were
absolutely necessary to attend to, have prevented my taking
such measures as I could have wished. There was a con'-
siderable quantity of provisions left at St. John's, and taken
in the fleet; a part of what was taken in the fleet was car-
ried in the vessels, and has since been sent to Quebeck.
There has been a number of poor familieswho suffered
greatly about St. John's, and a number of prisoners in the
town, who have been supplied with provisions through the
winter; yet I cannot but think the consumption has been
greater than it ought to be. Your orders, I hope, will prevent
any further waste of provisions. The cost of transporting
pork across the lakes is greater than I imagined. I hope the
four hundred barrels, with what we have in hand, and what
can be procured here, will be sufficient for us until the lakes
Gpen. I have sent Lieutenant Johnson, of the train, to St.
John's, to forward some of the cannon and artillery stores
from that place to Quebeck; a part of which have already
been sent. I hope that whatever you send from Ticonde~
r0!50will arrive in a few days, or I fear the passing from
tlus to Quebeck will be difficult. I have been very careful
to take returns of all the troops, as they arrive from the
Colonies. Of Colonel Hi'arner'sRegiment, which, he tells
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me, he suppased to. cansist af between seven and eight hun-
dred, there have faur hundred and seventeen arrived, and
there are but a few mare expected. I cauld wish that same
methad might be faund aut to. prevent any impasitians af
this kind. I am af apinian that we shall need a real army
in this Pravince-a -nominal ane will nat answer the pur-
pase. I hape the ather regiments that are ardered far this
cauntry will not turn aut so. lightly. I imagine yau have
been deceived with regard to. Warner's Regiment, as he
tells me he made yau a return af between seven and eight
hundred.

I am very glad to. hear that General Lee is coming into.
this Province. Perhaps it might nat be amiss if the Can-
gress shauld think praper to. send ane 0.1'two. ather Generals
with him. It certainly wiII be af great cansequence to. aur
cause that we have a respectable army here this summer.
We have great reasan to. believe that there is a correspand-
ence kept up between same af aur enemies in and abaut
this tawn and the King's Troaps at Swagotcha and Niaga-
ra; and, fram a. number af circumstances callected fram the,
Caughnawaga Indians, we have re.asan to. apprehend that
there is a plan concerted far thase traaps, in canjunctian
with what Canadians can be callected abaut thase places, a
number af Indian traders and their warkmen, and a num-
ber af Savages, to. make a descent upan this to.wn when

.. our troaps are gane to. Qw:beck. Shauld aur apprehensians
'prove true, it will be necessary to. keep a strong garrisan
here. I have sent an Indian, who. lately arrived here from
Dr. Wheelock, (and understands English, French, and In-
dian,) amang several af their tribes, to .see whether he can
find aut the truth. When he returns, I shall likely be bet-
ter infarmed. '

I am, sir, yaur mast abedient and very humble servant,
DAVIDWaasTER.

To. General Schuyler.

, , MontreaT,1,f arch 13, 1776.

. SIR: I have sent dawn Mr. lVoolseyand Mansieur Beau-
basin. Woolsey was taken prisaner by Majar Brown, and
set at liberty upon his parole af hanaur to. do.nathing against
our Anny. He afterwards !Ventinto.Quebeck, and headed
a party in an attempt to takc-same of General Arnold's men
prisaners, but f:!ihidin the attempt, and was afterwards taken
himself. Mansieur Beaubasin is represented to. be a very
dangerous man, and a mast inveterate enemy; who is re-
ported to. ha

.

vc intrigu
.

es with the Indians, and was over-
heard to advise the massacre af our troops. A few days
since, I Wrote yau that we had reason to apprehend same
mischief cantriving against us in the upper cauntries; since
w,hen, a Richqrd Walker,ane Goddard, and Lorimier, (a
Frenchman and Indian interpreter,) have, in a secret man-
ner, left this flace, and gane to. the upper cauntries. We
have heard a them upan their way; and it is said that Peter
Johnson (a natural san af Sir Tf1illiam's, who. sailed fram
Quebeck far England, stapped at Halifax, and has' come
across from that place to. this, and was disguised here far
some days in the dress of a Squaw) has gane with them.
What designs may be farming, we cannat certainly tell;
but mast likely to. make a descent upan this place while the
mast of our troops are gone to. Quebeck. And really we have
very few men to. spare for this garrison; and there has nat
yet arrived fi'Om the Calanies fifteen hundred men. Haw
many mare we may expect before the lakes are impassable,
we do nat,knQw; but I cauld wish to. see them came in much
faster. Will it not be weU to. send a bady af troops to.
Oswego, by the way of the Mohawk River? I am in-
farmed thatthe back Nations af Indiq,]!S were invited dawn
here this spring by Carleton; but am unacquainted whether
any belts have ever reached them from the Cangress-you,
daubtless, knaw. If they have received nane, will it not
be advisable to. send to. them as soon as passible ?

I am, sir, your mast abedient, very humble servant,
.

DAVID W aOSTER.
To General Schuykr.

you have been pleased to. give them of the 'late mavement
af the Ministerial Traaps. The necessary arders have, in
cansequence thereaf, been given to. the Militia afthis Calany
to. hold themselves in -readiness, shQuld any attack 0.1'ladg-
ment be made here by said troaps. But we must infann
yaur Excellency that the great number af troops sent aut
af this Calany have cansiderably thinned aur Ilumbers ; that
the troops raised and statianed within this Colony have
necessitated the Calany to. take the arms aut af the hands af
a great part af the Militia; which hath made us greatly de-
ficient in arms. The singular situatian of this Calany will,
we hape, excite yam Excellency's immediate attentian.
Rhode-Island, and the many other islands in aur bays and
rivers, with the extensive sea-coast, render it very difficult
to defend aurselves against the present Ministerial Farces.
What aur situatian must be if a large armed farce shauld
make a landing upon Rhode-Island, or any ather part af the
Colany, yaur Excellency may as easily suggest as we can
describe. It will, we are sure, be yaur Excellency's great
cancern to defend every part af the Cantinent as far as pas-
sible. Should yaur Excellency see fit to. arder any part af
the farces from the vicinity af Boston to any af the Sauthern
Calanies, we wauld wish your Excellency to arder their
march through this Calany, by the sea-shore, that WfJmight
have the chance aftheir being present shauld the Calany be
immediately invaded. And whether it may nat be necessary
that a cansiderable force shQl)ld be immediately stationed
here till the intentian af the enemy can be knawn, we also.
submit to. yaur Excellency. Weare extremely salicitaus af
all. the assistance yaur Excellency can affard us, consistently
with the general good; and daubt nat but the utmast atten-
tian will be paid by yaur Excellency to. our peculiarly dis-
tressed and dangeraus-situatian.

At the request and in behalf of the General Assembly, I
subscribe myself yaur Excellency's mast abedient and mast
humble servant,

N C1CHaLAS aOKE.

To His ExceIJency General Washington.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO. LORD STIRtING.

Cambridge, March 19, 1776.

J\fy LORD: I am now to acknawledge the receipt af your
favour af the lIth instant, and to. give yau every congratu-
latian upan yaur late appointment by the honaurable Con-
gress. If the intelligence is true, and to be depended upan,
which WaSbrought by the gentlemen to Ncw- York, I think
with yau, that we shall have an appartunity af securing and
putting the Cantine!)t in a talerable posture af defence, and
that the aperatians af the summer's campaign will riat be so
terrible as we were taught to. expect from the accaunts and
denunciatians which the Ministry have held forth to. the
publick. I have the pleasure to. infarm you that, an the
marning af the 17th instant, General HOllJe,with his Anny,
abandoned the tawn of Boston withaut destroying it-an
event af much impartance, and which must be heard with
great satisfactian-and that we are naw in full possessian.
Their embarkatian an~ retreat were hurried and precipitate;
and they have left behmd them stores af ane thing and ano-
ther to.pretty considerable account; among which are seve-
ral pieces af heavy cannan and ane 0.1'two.mortars, which
are spiked. The town is in a much better situation and
less injured, th.flnI expected from the reparts I had received'
thaugh, to.be sure, it is, much damaged, and many hause~
despailed af their valuable furniture. The fleet is still in
King and Nantasket Roads; .and where they intend to make
a descent next, is altagether unknown; but, suppasing New-
York to b~ an abject af much importance, and to.be in their
view, I must recammend yaur mast strenuaus and active
exertions in preparing to prevent any designs or attempts
they may have against it. I have detached the Riflemen
and five battalians from hence to your assistance, which will
be fallawed by athers as circumstances will allaw. Thesf')
with what forces yau have, and can assemble, if there shauld
be an occasion, I tl11stwill be iufficient to.hinder the enemy
from possessing the city, and making a ladgment, tiII theGOVERNOURcoaKE TO GENERALWASHINGTON. main bady of this Arm

?;
can arrive. ,Colonyof Rhode.Island,&e., i:

.

ast-Greenwich , ( I Lo d
.

March 1~, 1776. 5 am, my 1', WIt great respect, your mast obedient.
and humble servant,

G '
WSIR: The General Assembly of the Colony af Rhode- EORGE A~Ji:INGT9N.

Island, &c., acknowledge with gratitude the timely notice To Lord Stirling.
FOURTHSERIES.- V OL~v. 27
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Cambridge, March 19, 1176.

DEAR SIR: The 17th instant Mr. Bennett handed me
your favour of the 9th. It mortifies me beyond expression
to find the troops going to Canada so badly provided with
arms. I have so often mentioned the situation we are in
from the same cause, that I shall not trou.bIe you more
thereon; indeed, your letters and mine seem echoes to each
other-enumerating our mutual difficulties. Should success
crown our labours, the reflection will not be disgraceful.

A short detail of what has happened here since I wrote
you last will, I dare say,. afford you pleasure. The night
of the 4th instant we possessed ourselves of Dorchester
IIeights, which alarm~d the enemy so much that they made
their dispositions to engage us ; whicn was what I most ear-
nestly wished for. But a violent storm coming on the eve-
ning of the 5th, gave us time to strengthen our works, and
cooled the enemy's ardour. From that moment they made
all possible diligence in preparing to move off. Our advan-
cing still closer to them on the 16th (by taking post on an
eminence called Nook's Hill, which commands their works
on the neck of land which separates the town from Roxbury,
and also commands the south part of Boston) has obliged
the enemy to take to their ships, which, rather precipitately,
they effected on the 17th, in the morning, leaving behind
them about thirty pieces of excellent cannon and two mor-
tars, (spiked,) a number of ball, some shells, the chief part
of their light-horse, forage, twenty thousanrl bushels of wheat,
two thousand five hundred chaldron of coal, salt, rugs, and
blankets, with many other articles too tedious to mention.
The ships now lie below the Castle, extending themselves
to Nantasket Road, about nine miles. I do not expect that
they will pay us another visit; though, as a number of
transports have appeared this moming to have joined them,
they may be tempted; which will prevent my sending off
any more troops until they quit the harbour. It is uncer-
tain where they may go from hence. Long-Island or
New- York is, in my opinion, the place of their destination.
I have sent off a Rifle Regiment and five battalions to lVew-
York; and, when I can be certain of their having fairly left
these parts, I shall remove the rest of the Army there, where
I shall have great pleasure to meet you in tolerable health.

The return of the troops with General Arnold is re-
ceived; also, the depositions respecting Colonel Allen's
usage, which has been very cruel.

I am in hopes we shall be able to collect some hard
money from the inhabitants of Boston. If we do, you shall
soon be informed thereof. .

Application has been made to the. Commissary (Mr.
Chamier) relative to the subsistence of the prisoners in our
possession; which, I believe, is settled with David Franks,
of Philadelphia.

I remain, &c.,

To General Schuyler.
GEORGE WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOHN LANG.DON.

Cambridge, March 19, 1776.

Wrote to him to forward the Continental powder to Camp
immediately, giving him an account of our possessing our-
selves of Boston, &c. G. W.

To John Langdon, Esq.

DR. :l\IORGAN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Dr. MORGAN'Scompliments to General Washington: Ha-
ving received a present of an exceedingly handsome and
good horse, he thinks it too elegant and accomplished an
animal not to wish General Washington master of it. He
therefore begs the General's acceptance of it, in which case
he shall think himself very happy to have had it in his
power to furnish him so noble a steed at a time when he
may have more particl,llaroccasion for a good riding horse,
either for hjs own use or thqt of Mrs. ,Wa$hington.

Dr. Morgan's servant now attends with the horse, to
deliver it to whomsoever the General shall oxder to take
charge of it. *

Tue.day, March .19, 1776.

.. [The' original is endorsed by General Washington ,-" From Dr.
JO!l1I~Worgan, March 19, 1776. The offer not accepted."]

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO .PRESIDEJ\'TOF CONGRESS.

[Read March 25, 1776.]

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March' 19,1776.

SIR: It is with the greatest pleasure I inforIn you that,
on Sunday last, the 17th instant, about nine o'clock in the
forenoon, the Ministerial Army evacuated the town of Bos-

. ton, and that the forces of the United Colonies are now in
actual possessionthereof. I beg leave to congratulate you,
sir, and the honourable Congress, on this happy event, and
particularly as it was effected without endangering the lives
and property of the remaining unhappy inhabitants. Ihave
great reason to imagine their flight was precipitated by the
appearance of a work which I had ordered to be thrown.lJp
last Saturday niD'ht on an eminence at I)orchester, which
lay nearest to Boston-Neck, called NOQk's Rill. The
town, although it has suffered greatly, is not in so bad.a
state as I expectp,d to find it; and I have a particular plea-
sure in being able to inform you, sir, that your house has
received no damage worth mentioning; your furniture isIn
tolerable order, and the family pictures are all 10ftentire and
untouched. Captain Cazneau takes charge of the whoJe
until he shall receive further orders from you. As soon as
the Ministerial 1;'roops had quitted the town, I ordered a
thousand men, (who had had the small-pox,) under com-
mandof General Putnam, to take possessionof the Heights, .

which I shaH endeavour to fortify in such a manner as to ~

prevent their return, should they attempt it; but as they are
still in the harbour, I thought it not prudent to march off
with the main body of the Army until I should be fully'
satisfiedthey had quitted the coast. I have therefore only
detached five regiments, besides the Rifle Batt;tlion, to New-.
York, and shall keep the remainder here till all suspicion of
their return ceases. The situation in which I found their
works evidently discovered that their retreat was made with
the greatest precipitation. They have left their barracks,
and other worksof wood at Bunker's Hill, &c., all stand..
ing, and have destroyed but a small part of their lines..
They have also left a number of fine pieces of cannon,
which they first spiked up; also, a very large iron mortar,
and (as I am informed) they have thrown another over the
end of your wharf. I have e.mployed proper persons to
drill the cannon, and doubt not shall save the most of them..
I am not yet able to procure an exact list of all the stores
they have left; as soon as it can be done, I shall take care
to transmit it to you. Fl'Oman estimate of what the Quar..
termaster-General has aIrea"dydiscovered, the amount will'
be twenty-five or thirty thoHsand pounds.

Part of the powder mentioned in yours of the 6th instant
has already arrived. The remainder I have ordered to be
stopped on the road, as we shall have no occasion for it here..
The letter to General Thomas I immediately sent to him..
He desired leave for three or four days, to settle some of his
private affilirs; after which he will set Qut for his command
in Canada. I am happy that my conduct in intercepting;
Lord Drummond's letter is approved of by Congress.

I have the honour to be, with sincere respect, sir, your
most obedient servant, G WEORGE ASHINGTON.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head.QUllTters, Cambridge, March 14, 1776,
(Parole, . . . . . . .) (Countersign, . . . . . ;)

Stark's,' Patterson's, 1Vebb's,Greaton's, and Bond's Re-
giments, together with two Companies of theArtilh~ry, arc
to march to-morrow morning, at nine o'clock, under the
command of Brigadier-General Reath, who will receive:
his orders from the Adjutant-General this evening at Head..
Quarters. The Quartermaster-General wiII furnish them
with wagons, and the route 'by which they are to mardi.
The men are to be supplied with five days' provisions, good
part of which they will do well to cook before they leave
Cambn~dge,as there may be difficulty in doing it upon die
road.. The General again reminds the officers and soldie'rs
of the other regiments, of the necessity of being ready for II.
march, as they may not have more than an hour's notice.

The General was infOlmed yesterday morning, by a per..
son just out of Boston, that our enemies in that place had
laid several schemes for commuriicating the infection of the
small-pox to the Continental Army, when they get into the
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town. This shows the propriety of yesterday's orders, and
the absolute necessity of paying the strictest obedicnce
thereto.

All officers and others possessed of any of the Continen-
tal horses, are to return them immediately to the Quarter-
master-General in Cambridge.

.'

The General Court-Martial, of which Colonel Hutchinson
was President, is dissolved.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March] 5, 1776.
(Parole, Augustine.) (Counteraign, BTis/ol.)

The Regiments and Companies of Artillery, mentioned
in yesterday's orders, are not to march before sunrise to-mor-
row morning, when everything belonging to them is to be
ready to move off. The men are not to put their packs in
the carts; their provisions being carried for them, the Gene-
ral expects the whole to can-y their own packs. Any offi-
cer Orsoldier who is known to commit any waste or destruc-
tion to any of the barracks, or barrack utensils, upon their
removing, will be punished with the utmost severity. The
Quartermaster-General to order his Assistants to see every
article taken proper care of when the troops march.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 16, 1776.
(Parole, Pensacola.) (Countersign, Ra'Vana.)

As the weather is so bad and the roads so miry, the Re-
giments and Companies of Artillery, ordered to march this
morning, a,re to halt until to-mon-ow evening.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, Marcb 17, 1776,
(Parole, Boston.) (Countersign, St. PatTick.)

The Regiments under marching orders, to march to-mor-
row morning, at sunrise.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March] 8, 1776.

(Parole, The Congress.) (Countersign, Liberty.)

Head-Qu~rters, Cambridge, March 19, 1776.

(Parol.,l'hil"4dl,hi".) (Countereign, Sidney.)

Brigade-Major Henly being ordered to attend General
Heath, Brigade-Major Cary is to take the duty of both
those Brigades until further orders, and is th~refore upon
no aCCOllnt to be absent from Cambridge.

AJI officers, soldiers, and others, are positively forbid going
into the town of Boston without a pass, or being sent ex-
pressly upon duty. As soon as tbeSelectmen report the
toWn to be cleansed from infection, liberty wiJl be given to
those who have business there to go in. The inhabitants
belonging' to the town may be permitted to return to their
habitations, proper persons being appointed at the Neck
and at Charle$town-Ferry to grant them passes.

Cambridge, March 15, 1776.

Marching Ord(~rsJor Colonel CHARLESWEBB, command-
ing the Nineteenth Regiment oj Foot.

Sm : You are to proceed with the Regiment under your
command to Norwich, in Connecticut,according to the route
annexed. In case of extreme bad weather, or other un-
foreseen accidenci, you are obliged to halt a day or more
bet

.

.

.

we
,

en this place
.

and Norwich, you wiJ] acquaint Briga-
dier-Gelleral Heath, who is appointed to the command of
the Brigade nOWunder marching orders, and receive and
follow his directions. You wiJl immediately apply to Com-
1niSsary-CTen!JralTrumbull and to Quartermaster-General
CoJoIlliJMiJIlin, for an order for carriages and provisions
.for.your-march to Norwich. Upon your arrival there, Bri-
gadier-General Heath has his Excellency the Comman-
der-in-Chief's_directions for the further disposal of the Bri-
gade: \

lIisExcellency expects you will preserve good order,
and exact discipline upon your march, carefully preventing
all--pillaging, marauding, and every kind of ill-usage or in-
sult to the inhabitants of the country. As the motions of the
enemy and the advanced season of the year make it of the
utmost conseqlience that not a moment should be lost that
can possibly be made use of upon you!,' march, the Ge-
neral, depending upon your zeal, experience, and good

conduct, issatisfied that on your part no vigilance wiII be
wanting;

Given at Head-Quarters, Cambridge, this 15th of ltlarch,
1776

H G ' Ad ' ' G 1
.

ORATIO ATES, r;}utant- Tenera .
Route.-From Rocr:bury to Mann's, twenty-two miles;

to Providence, nineteen miles; to Green:s, twenty miles;
to Burnham's, twenty miles; to Norwich, twelve miles-
ninety-three miles.

ORDERS TO CAPTAIN BALDWIN.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 16, 1716.

SIR: You are hereby ordered to proceed immediately to
the City of New- York, where, being arrived, you are to re-
ceive and follow such orders and directions as shall be given
you by the officer commanding the Continental Forces
there. I am, sir, your most obedient servant.

To Jeduthan Baldwin, Esq., Assistant-Engineer.

INSTRUCTIONS AND ORDERS FOR BRIGADIER-GENERAL

HEATH.

Cambridge, March 19, 1716.

As you are forthwith to take upon you the commad of
the Brigade now upon their march to Norwich, in Connec-
ticut, consisting of the Fifth, Sixteenth, Nineteenth, Twen-
ty-fourth, and Twenty-fifth Regiments, you will, without
delay, proceed to Norwich, where you will confer with the
persons appoiI:lted to provide vessels for the transportation
of the troops to New- York. Despatch and secrecy are
necessary in embarking and sailing with this Brigade from
thence to their place of destination; in doing which, you

must be entirely governed by the information you win re-
ceive at Norwich, and such intelligence of the motions of
the enemy's ships-of-war and armed vessels as you will be
able to procure at Norwich and from the mouth of that
river. As'you have your own coast aboard, there will be,
in transporting the troops by water, no risk, unless the ene~
my's ships are in possessioI:l of the mouth of the river pre-
vious to your arrival there. In that case, you will disembark
the troops, and march the Brigade by land to New- York.

Perceiving that several of the carts carried from hence
some tables, and other articles of household furniture, you
are strictly enjoined to ease the carriages of all such trum-
pery, and positively not to suffer the march of the Brigade
to be retarded by any unnecessary luggage being put in the
bacr<Ta<Te carts.

By °the order of march, delivered to the commanding
officersof the _several divisions of the Brigade now upon
tbeir march to Norwich, it is forcibly recommended to them
to exert their utmost diligence and authorIty to prevent all
pillaging and marauding, and every species of abuse or ill.
treatment of the inhabitants of the countrv. This order
you will continue to enforce, and command to be strictly
observed.

Upon your arrival with the Brigade at New- York, Y9U
will wait upon the commanding General there, and receive
and obey such orders and instructions as he shall think ne-
cessary to give; but you are not, upon any account, to go
before your Brigade into that city, nor be at any time absent
from them more than ten miles; taking particular care to ac-
quaint the Colonels commanding the divisions where you lay
of nights, that they may know where to send, upon any emer.;.
gency, for your orders and directions. If, when you arrive
at Ncw- York, there is no General of superior rank, nor any
senior officers to yourself, you wiII take the command of the
Army there, and with all possible diligence proceed in exe-
cuting Major-General Lee's plan for fortifying that post, and
the intrenched camp proposed.

Given at Head~Quarters in Cambridge, this19th day of
March, 1776.

.

GENERAL HOWE'S RETREAT FROM BOSTON.
-

,

Cambridge, March' 21, 1776.

Last Sabbath (the 17th instant) the British Army in Bos-
ton, under General Howe, consIsting of upwards of seven
thousand men, after suffering an ignominious blockade for
many months past,disgracefully quitted all their strong holds
in Boston and Charlestown, fled fi'om before the Army of

""
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the United Colonies, and took refuge on hoard their ships.
The most material particulars of this signal event are as
follow: .

About nine o'clock, a body of the enemy were seen to
march from Bunker's Hill; and at the same time a very
great number of boats, filled with troops, put off from Bos-
ton, and made for the shipping, which mostly lay before the
Castle. On the' first discovery of these movements, the
Continental Army immediately paraded, and several regi-
ments embarked in boats and proceeded dO\vn the river
from this place, About the same time, two men were sent
to Bunker's Hill, in order to make discoveries. They pro-
ceeded accordingly; and, when arrived, making a signal that
the fort was evacuated, a detachment was immediately sent
down from the Army to take possession of it. The troops.
in the ri.-er, which were commanded by General Putnam,
landed at Sewall's Point, where they received intelligence
that all the British troops. had left Boston; on which a de-
tachment was sent to take possession of the town, while the
main body returned up the river. About the same time,
General TfTard, attended by about five hundred troops from
Roxbury (under the command of Colonel Ebenezer Lear-
ned, who unbarred and opened the gates) entered the town
on that quarter, Ensign Richards carrying the standard.
The command of the whole being then given to General
Putnam, he proceeded to take possession of all the impor-
tant posts, and thereby became possessed, in the name of
the Thirteen United Colonies of North Amedca, of all the
fortresses in that large and onCe populous and flourishing
metropolis, which the flower of the British Army, headed
by an experienced General, and supported by a formidable
fleet of men-of-war, had but an hour before evacuated in
the most precipitate and cowardly manner. God grant that
the late worthy inhabitants, now scattered abroad, may
speedily reoccupy their respective dwellings, and never
more be disturbed by the cruel hand of tyranny; and may
the .air of that capital be never again contaminated by the
stinkingbreath of toryism. .

The joy of our friends in Boston, on seeing the victorious
and gallant troops of their country enter the town, almost
at. the heels of their barbarous oppressors, was inexpressibly
great. The mutual congratulations and tender embraces
which soon after took place between those of the nearest
connexions in life, for a long time cruelly rent asunder by
the tyranny of our implacable enemies, surpass descrip-
tion. From such a set of beings the preservation of pro-
perty was not expected; and it was found that a great part
of the evacuated houses had been pillaged, the furniture
broken and destroyed, and many of the buildings greatly
damaged. It is worthy of notice, however, that the build-
ings belonging to the Hon.Mr. Hancock, particularly his
elegant mansion-house, were left in good order. All the
linen and woollen goods, except some that might be se-
creted, were carried off by the enemy. All the salt and
molasses which they could find were destroyed.

The enemy also destroyed great quantities of effects be-
longing to themselves, which they could not carry away,
such as gun-carriages and other carriages of various kinds,
house-furniture, &c., together with a quantity of flour and
hay. All their forts, batteries, redoubts, and breastworks,
remain entire and complete. They left many of their
heaviest cannon mounted on carriages, and several of them
charged; all of which were either spiked up or had a trun-
nion beat off. They also left several of their largest mortars.
Quantities of cannon-shot and shells, numbers of small-arms,
and other instruments of war, have been found in many par1s
of the town, thrown off the wharves, concealed in vaults, or
broken in pieces.

In the fort"on Bunker's Hin, several hundred good blan-
kets were found. It is said about fifteen or twenty of the
King's horses have also been taken up in the town; and it
is thought about the same number of Tories remain behind,
all the rest being gone with. the fleet.

Weare told that the Tories were thunderstruck when
orders were issued for evacuating the town, after being
many hundred times assured that such reinforcements would
be sent as to enable the King's Troops to ravage the coun-
try at pleasure. Thus are ~any of those deluded creatures,
those vile traitors to their country, obliged at last, in their
turn, to abandon their once delightful habitations, and go

they know not where. Many of them, it is said, considered
themselves as undone, and seemed at tiJ:Uesinclined to throw
themselves upon the mercy Qf their offimded country, rather
than leave it. One or more of them, it is reported, have
been left to end their lives by the unnatural act of suicide.

The enemy, previous to their going off, scattered great
numbers of crow's feet on Boston .LVeck and in tbe streets,
in order to retard our troops in case of a pursuit; and with
such silence and precaution did they embark, that a great
part of the inhabitants did not know it till after they were
gone. The prisoners who were long confii1ed in jail were
cruelly carried off in irons.

Our troops, the night before the enemy embarked, began
an intrenchment on Nook's Hill, in Dorchestl:r, which com-
mands Boston Neck. This, it is thought, hastened their re-
treat. They kept up a fire upon our men duriJig the latter
part of the night and in the morning, until just before they
went off, but without doing any execution.

To the wisdom, firmness, intrepidity, and military abili-
ties of our amiable and beloved General, his Excellency
George Washington, Esq.; to the assid

.

uity, skill, and bra-
very of the other worthy Generals and officersof the Army;
and to the hardiness and gallantry of the soldiery, is to be
ascribed, under God, the glory and success of our arms, in
driving from one of the strongest holds in America so con-
siderable a part of the British Army as that which last
week occupied the capital of this Province.

Tuesday evening the enemy set fire to the block-house
and barracks at the Castle; and yesterday they were em-
ployed at the same place in blowing up and demolishing
the fortifications.

A part of the Continental Army are now employed in
fortifying Fort-Hill, in Boston, to secure the town against
any attacks which may be made by the enemy's ships-of-
war.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A PERSON OF DISTINCTION

AT CAMBRIDGE, TO kGENTLEMAN IN NEW-YORK, DATED

MARCH 21, 1776.

I shall now, my dear sir, acquaint you with fi.1rtherpar-
ticulars than what I have before transmitted. The storm
that was sent on Tuesday, the 5th instant, at night, pre-
vented, in all probability, a deal of bloodshed, and the de-
struction of Boston. General Howe had formed a desperate
plan. Lord Percy was to have attacked on the Wf;dne$day
morning our Fort on Dorchester-Hill with about two thou-
sand men; a feint was to have been made towards LctcJ.~-
mere's Point, and General Howe was to11averushed on Ol;!l"
lines at Roxbury with bayonets fixed, without firing a gun.
Had he been repulsed, and our Provincials followed him, a
large number of field-pieces were to hive been fired upon
them, and then spiked up. The Ministenalists were to have
embarked as soon as possible, while a bomb-ketch that was to
be In readiness was to fire carcasses upon the town, with a
view of setting it in flames, and thereby, I suppose, covej"-
ing the embarkation, and diverting our people from the pur-
suit. Many of them acknowledged after the storm that the
Heavens were against them. After the disappointment,
Howe was for gettin~ oWas fast as possible; he would have
been on board on l!'riday, but the wind chopped about.
The Bdtish Trpops are completely disO"raced. They went
off in an amazing hurry, and evidently under a panick.
They have left behind them a large quantity o( coal, near
two hundred cords of wood, and a considerable number of
pack-saddles, which the subtle. Gage got made before the
battle of Lexington, that his troops might convey by means
of them, upon a single horse, all they might want to carry
with th~m through the woods where carriages could not go,
and which may be of great service to the Provincials in
some of the Colonies. What with these articles, wheat,
porter, oats, &c., they have left to the amount of some thou-
sands sterling, I imagine. All the inhabitants I have con-
versed with inform me that they have been most cruelly
treated; but by none more than by the Refugees and To-
ries. On Friday the Crier was sent about to order all the
inhabitants not to stir out of their houses till eveI!ing: While
they were thus confined, the soldiers, sailors, and refugees,
took the opportunity ofpreaking into houses and stores and
plundering. As they could not carry on board for want of
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stowage-room, chairs, tables, and the like, they destroyed
and burnt them. A prodigious quantity of mahogany fur-
niture has been in this way demolished. When they were
gone off, upon search being made, fires were discovered in
several houses, so circumstanced as to evidence.l1 design of
setting the house on fire; but that was happily frustrated.

General Robertson, under an official cover, seems to have
been as great a plunderer as any, and to have connived at
the rascally conduct of smaller vilJains. He might possi-
bly answer to himself for the part he was acting, by view-
ing what he secured as an equivalent for the many thou-
sands he has out at interest and in property in your Colony
and elsewhere, should the same be seized. The press will
be employed shortly in communicating to the publick the
sufferings of the Bostonians, drawn up by one who has been'
there the who]e time, and well credited; and if that docs
not determine the Colonies never more to admit the King's
Troops into the Continent, I shall think it strange. Since
the Ministerialists have left their works, everyone thai sur-
veys them is convinced what a most hazardous attempt it
would have been to have endeavoured to force them, and
are better satisfied with that seeming inactivity, but really
Fabian delay, that was wisely adopted by our patriotick,
sensible commanders. Strain every nerve, hazard life, rather
than admit of the Regulars possessing themselves of your
city. But it is likely they are going to Halifax; or if not,
that you will be strongly reinforced before they can reach
you. Many of the ships have sailed. A number of good
large iron cannon have been left, which, when we have un-
spiked them, (several are already,) will serve to fortify the
town. Two good mortars fell into the water at the wharf
as they were attempting to put them on board, and another
was left upon the common, spiked up.

It is reported that Manly has taken a ship laden with
&otch Tories, and their property.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER OF DISTINC-
TION IN THE BRITISH ARMY, TO A PERSON IN LONDON,
DATED BOSTON,MARCH3-17, 1776.

For these last six weeks, or near two months, we have
been better amused than could possibly be expected in our
situation. We had a theatre, we had balls, and there is ac-
Wally a subscription on foot for a masquerade. England
seems to have forgot US, and we endeavoured to forget our-
selves. But we were roused to a sense of our situation last
night, in a manner unpleasant enough. The Rebels have
been for some time past erecting a bomb-battery, and last
night began to play upon us. Two shells fell not far from
me. One fell upon Colonel Monkton's house, and broke
all the windows, but luckily did not burst until it had crossed
the street. Many houses were damaged, but nO lives lost.
We expect some Carcasses to~night, if the fear of des.troy-
ir1g their own property does not prevent it. What makes
this matter more provoking is, that their barracks are so sCat-
tered, and at such a distance, that we cannot disturb them,
although, from Ii battery near the water-side, they can reach
us easily. .

1J1arch4.-Bad news from New- York this 'morning. A'
man who calls himself Lord Stirling, (I believe one of his
family has a right to the title, but passed eldest, and. this
gentleman plays alone,) put himself at the head of three
thousand men, in conjunction with that arch Rebel Lee,
and has driven all the wdl-affected people from the town of
New- York. If something is not speedily done, his Bri-
tannick Majesty's American dominions will probably be con-
fined within a very narrow compass. The Rebel Army is
not brave, I believe; but it is agreed on all hands that their
Artillery officers are at least equal to our 0\Y11.. In the
number of shel]s that they threw last night, not above three
failed. This morning we threw four, and three of them
burst in the air.

March 5.-This is, I believe, likely to prove as impor-
tant a day to the British Empire as any in our annals. We
undJ)rwent last night a very severe cannonade, which da-
maged a number of houses, and killed some men. This
morning, at daybreak, we discovered two redoubts on the
hills on Dorch~ster-Point, and two smaller works on their
flanks. They were all raised during the night, with an ex-
pedition equal to that of the Genii belonging to Aladin's
wonderful lamp. From these hills they command the

whole town, so that we must drive, them from their post, or
desert the place. The former is determined upon, and five
regiments are already embarked. A body of Light-Infantry
under the command of Major Musgrave, (an excellent offi-
cer,) and a body of Grenadiers, are to embark to-night at
seven. I think it is likely to be so far a general affair, tbat
we shall take our sbare in it. Adieu balls, masquerades,
&c.; for this may be looked upon as the opening of the
campaIgn.

It is worth while to remark with what judgment the lead-
ers of the Rebels take advantage of the prejudices and work
upon the passions of the mob. The 5th oLMarch is the
anniversary of what they call the bloody massacre, when
in (I think) 1769 [in 1770] 'the King's Troops fired on th.e
people in the streets of Boston. If ever they dare stand us,
it will be to-day; but I hope to-morrow to be able to give
you an account of their defeat.

March 6.-A wind more violent tha,n anything I ever
heard, prevented our last night's purposed expedition, and
so saved the lives of thousands. To-day they have made
themselves too strong to make a dislodgment possible. We
are under their fire whenever they choose to begin, so that
we are now evacuating the town with the utmost expedi-
tion, and leaving behind us half our worldly goods. Adieu!
I hope to embark in a few hours.

March 7.- When the transports came to .be examined,
they were void of both provisions and. forage. If any are
got on board to-day, it will be as much as can be done.
Never were troops in so disgraceful a situation; and. that
not in the le~t our own fault, or owing to any want of skill
or discretion in our commanders, but entirely owing to Great
Britain being fast asleep. I pity General Howe from my ,

soul.
*

Transport, ~Iarch 9.-1 have slept one night on board.
The troops are embarking as fast as possible. I mistook,
when I imagined the works already made could destroy the
town '; but the Rebels possess a hill so situated, that if tbey
pleased to erect a battery, it would entirely consume us.
They as yet have not proceeded to make a work, nor do
they attempt to molest us in our embarkation. It appears
as if there was at least a tacit agreement between WasMllg-
ton and General Howe.

Jtlarch 10.- To-day the horse transports are ordered to
fall down to Castl€-W£lliam, a fort about three miles from
the town in our possession; it commands the harbour, and
the troops now there will embark the last. The retreat
from the town of Boston is to be covered by a large body of
Grenadiers and Light-Infantry, and the Fifth and Tenth
Regiments. The Fowey, a man-of-war of twenty-eight
guns, commanded by Captain George 1Uontagu, covers the
retreat by water. A packet is to sail, I hear, as soon as
the Army is clear of the town; so probably I shall have it
in my power to inform you whether we are attacked in our
retreat or not; if I have, I will. >.

Nantasket-Road, iJtlarch 17.-According to my promise,
I proceed to give a brief account of OLIrretreat, which was
made this moming between the hours of two and t~ight.
Our troops did not receive the smallest molestation, though
the Rebels were all night at work on the near hill which I
mentioned to you in my last letter, and we kept a constant
fire upon them from a battery of four twenty-four-pounders.
They did not retum a single shot. It was lucky for the in-
habitants now left in Boston they did not; for I am informed
everything was prepared to set the town on a blaze had
they fired one catlnon. The Dragoons are under orders to
sail to-morrow tor Halifax-a cursed cold, wintry place,
even yet; nothing to eat, less to drink. Bad times, my
dear friend. The displeasure I feel from the very small
share I have in our present insignificancy is so great, that I
do not know the thing so desperate I would not undertake,
in order to change our sit\lation..WHITEHALL, Mdy 3, 1776.-GeneIal Howe, Commander-in-Chief
of his Majesty's Forces in Jl/orfh-jJmerica,having taken a resolution
on the 7th of March to remove from Boston to Halifax, with the troops
under his command, and such of the inhabitants, with their effects, as
were d!Jsir!JUsto continue under the protection of his Majesty's Forces;
the embarkation was effected on the 17th pf that month with the greatest
order and regularity, and without the least interruptionfrom the Rebsls.
Whel} the Packet came away, the first division of the transports was ,qn-
der sail, and the remainder were preparing to f..now in a few ~ays; the
Admiral leaving behind as many of the ships-of-war as could be spared
from the convoy, for the security and' protection of sl,Ichv,e.Sselsas might
be bound to Boston.- Lonqon Gazette,
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COLONEL ISRAEL MOREY TO NEW-HA~IPSHIRF. COMMITTEE

OF SAFETY.

GEr."'TLEMEN:By Colonel Gerrish, I received yours of
the 13th instant, wherein you acknowledge the receipt of
mine of the 7th, and observe the surprise you mention. I
am as sorry to occasion a disCOlTIpOSUreof mind, as I am to
tell yon that yours is as alarminO' as the abmptness of your
determination. In the first placoe, I am asked what should
i]~duce me to purchase medicines. Certainly not for private
vle:vs, as I am no apothecary. Upon Colonel Bedel's appli-
catIOn for them, and having your particular orders to assist
in provi(~ing for and forwarding the regiment with all speed,
thought It necessary. And certainly the medicines will not
be lost, nor do I think, at the particular charge of this Co-
lony.

.

~
am told that one hundred guns were supplied for the

regIment. That. number cannot answer for seven hundred
men, as we must expect our adversaries will be all equipped
with weapons of defence to a man. As to the prices, they
were valued by an indjfferent person, who is esteemed to be
as complete It judge as any in this Colony. Many of them
are King's arms, with bayonets, of the best kind, valued at
three pounds only, others in like proportion; which is twenty
per cent., at least, under those purchased at Exeter, and free
of transportation. Unless I had purchased O'uns, I never
could have cOIl!plied with my instructions, whi~h are not to
muster any untd well accoutred. I am confident that not a
single man has. been detained by me, and every possible
means has been used to despatch them. Had the honour-
abl~ Committee taken into consideration the ort/ers given to
l\hJOf Bellows and myself, and the many articles ordered to
be purchased for the use of the troops, for which there was
no money advanced us, they never could have thought of an
overplus p:;tid for the fixing the regiment. The money wrote
for was for articles not in any particular calculation by the
Committee.

. 1 shall (~s I ever have) en~eavour to follow my in~truc-
tlOn~; and!ls soon as I have paId as far as the money already
receIved wJll allow of, make a return of my proceedings, with
my accounts and proper vouchers; and if the publick busi-
ness shall be retarded for want of sufficient supplies the
Court must abide by the consequences. '

I am, gentlemen,your mosthumbleServant,
ISRAEL MOREY.

To thi~ Honourable Meshech Weare, Chairman, &c.

JEREMIAH FOLSOM TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE ASSEMBLY.

New-Market, March 19, 177'6.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS: I ask leave to inform

you that it was just intimated to me. by a member of the
.

honourable Court, that it was expected I should attend on a
Committee appointed to sit on Tuesday, 19th March, instant,
at Ex~ter; but for what purposes, I have not been made
acquamted. I therefore should not have been prepared to
answer any m~tters, could I have given myself the plea-
sure of attendmg on the honourable Committee. But I
have the misfortune, from receiving such violent colds in
attendjn~ in the lat~ storms, to be confined to my house and
bed, wh]~h. ha~ pu~ ]t Out of mx power to ~ave obeyed your
Honou~ cltatlOn,]f I had receIved one, whIch I shall always
esteem It I?Y duty and p~easure readily to obey, although
the complamts and allegatIons were as false and maliciously
fabricated against ~e, as .those that have lately been by a
small number of dIsappointed, and, therefore disaffected
pe~?ns be!onging to the Fifth. Company, in Colonel Gill-
man $ RegIment, who have retarded and hindered the settle-
~ent oq~e wh?le reg~ment, and who, without your Honours'
interpositIOn, will contmue the same.

.

Confiding, therefore, in
th: know~ knowledge and justice of your Honours, in justi-
fymg the Innocent :vhen falsely accused, think myself happy
.that I am at the tnbunal, and in the protection of this ho-
.IKJurableCourt; to whose determination and order I shall
render the steadiest and firmest obedience when it is sirni-

.tied to me, if God in his Providence shall admit me he~lth
and opportunity to fulfil it.

I am, may it please your Honours, your Honours' most
hWl1bleservant,

J EREMIAH FOLSOM.

. To the Honourable Council and House of Representatives
for the Colony of New-Hampshire.

CAPTAIN JAMES OSGOOD TO NEW-H..lMPSHIRE' COMMIT'rEE

OF SAFET1'.
Orford, March 19, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I have been informed by twb gentlemen
belonging to the Court, that a certain gentleman of the
House declared that he was informed I had only inlisted
five men, four of whom had deserted. The affair must be
wrongly construed, with an intent to hurt the character of a
person unworthy 01 the same, and who does not deserve
such treatment. I have with me at least sixty good men.
Boys I scorn to engage, though I might have had a number
of them; and I am pretty certain most Captains have had
very bad luck in raising their men, by reason of other offi-
cers engaging men to in]ist for Portsmouth, by offering them
&reater advantages in respect to furloughs, which they pos-
s]bly could not have by going to Canada; which, of course,
has been a great damage to our parties. I have had a (Treat
number deserted after paying them the bounty, and p~rt of
advance pay to support their families, and have sent to the
Committees to apprehend them, but have not received any
answer. A Captain of a company of the Militia in Henniker,
(which can be proved in Concord,) told one of my men that
if he would go to Head-Quarters only for two months he
would clear him from goingto Canada. '

\Ve are all in good spirits, thouO'hwe meet with such diffi-
culties, and shall march to-morrowOwithwhat I have got, and
shall have the remainder very soon.

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,
JAMES OSGOOD.

To the Honourable Meshech Weare,Esq., Chairmanof the
Committee, Exeter.

COLONEL BEDEL TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.
Orford, March 19, 1776.

GEr.->rLEMEN:Your letter of the 13th is just received by
Colonel Gerrish, wherein you mention the marching and
inlisting my.men goes on much slQwer than you expected.
The reasons I can give. In the first place, the inlisting par-
ties about here, (some for Cambridge, some for .Qanada,) were
inlisting only for three months, and gave the same bounty
and advance as those I inlist for a year. In regard to the
expense for the Indians, I did not ask any money to be
given; but by their sickness the money fell short; so I only
wanted the money to be lent till I could settle the affair,
and remit it back. In regard to the stores, I have not asked
for anything but medicines, and something to help them
along, as I do not think it prudent to send troops to such a
distance without, and the medicines would then be of use to
the Continent, as I am certain they were very rare last year;
in Canada, and suppose they are so now. Though the
wages are to be paid monthly, the men are under the ne-
cessity to leave something for the support of their families, as
the distance being so great, they have not an opportunity of
sending anything home, only at SOrDeparticular time; and
the Army being chiefly made up with people who are not
under circumstances to support their families while gone,
therefore should have something to leave them.

You also mention you expect I will march a&soon as pos-
sible. That I should absolutely have done,without any such
directions. My orders fi'om the Continental Congress and
General Washington were to apply to you for any necessa-
ries I might want, where they both roention you are to furnish
me with the same, suitable for my march; but not one word
mentioned about my applying .to you for orders to march,
or how I shouldconduct in the affair. So, ifI haveapplied
for anything of that kind, (as the copy of my letter which
I have does not mention, though there might be a: mistake
in the copying,) I did not mean any such thing. Whenl
was at Exeter, there were two gentlemeD, (Qneby the name
of Town, the other by the name of Pobody,) whom -the
Committee sent to me for orders to raise 11~mpany, whic11
I did by your desire, though the gentlemenl was never
acquainted with, but supposed they would have raised their
men, but neVer heard from them till several companies
had marched. I have had to send an express to Amherst
to them, and found they had not raised one man; so had a
company to raise after all disappointments. If they had
raised their men, I should have had my regiment full by the
time. I have six companies marched, and full, except four
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or five men. The seventh company is now on the march.
They are here, .andwill proceed to day. The eighth C0m-
pany, with two officers and about fifty men, are marched,
and two mor~officersare now recruiting. - I haveheardthey'
have got t~elr men, but not yet mustered. Captain Osgood's'
company.Is here, but not full. There are about sixty mus-
tered, which he will march with. Weare notable to com-
plete them with arms, but could purchase them if we had
m?ney; and this is the only party I ever had to march
wIthout arms a~d money; and I have never received any
money, only a lIttle hard at Er;eter for our use at Canada'
but shall march with the greatest cheerfulness, and do th~
b~st in my power for tht! good of the service, as I am cer-
tam the cause we are upon is right and just, though we may
suffer for want of proper supplies.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
TIMOTHY BEDEL.

To <7t-Ieshech Tteare, Esq.

Colony ofNEW-HAMPSHlRE.-By the Council and Assem-
bly.

A PROCLAM;ATION.

Whereas th~ Congress of the Colony have, agreeable to
a recommendatIon from the honourable Continental ConQ"resso ,
resolved on, and formed themselves upon a plan of Govern-
ment by a Council and House of Representatives; which
plan .has bee~ published and dispersed through the Colony,'
and. IS.tO be In force during the present dispute with Great
Bntmn, unless otherwise advised by the Continental Con-
gress ; .conformable to which said plan of Government, the
CouncIl and Assembly have chosen and appointed the pro-
per officers for the administration of justice in the several
Counties, who are to be sworn to the faitlJful discharge of
their several trusts: it is therefore expected, that no person,
or persons, claim, or exercise any civil authority, but such
as .are, or may. b~ ~ppointed as aforesaid, on the penalty of
bemg d~emed lIllmlCal to their country.

ProVIded, nevertheless, and this Proclamation is intended
not to interfere with the power of the necessary Committees
of Inspection, or Safety, chosen in the several towns throu"h
the Col.ony, by virtue, and in consequence of any reco~-
mendatlOn or resolves of the Continental Congress; whereof
all persons concerned are to take due notice and govern
themselves accordingly.

. ,

. A?d ~t the .same time it is earnestly recommended, that
1D.thIs dlstressl~g day of publick calamity, when our ene-
mIeS are watchmg all opportunities to ensnare and divide us,
every one would strive t~ prevent, a?d, if possible, to quell all
appearances of party SpIrIt; to cultIvate and promote peace,
U?IOn, and good order; and by all means in their power, to
dIscourage profaneness, immorality, and injustice.

By order of the Council and Assembly, at Exeter, the
19th day of March, Anno Domini 1776.

.
M. WEARE,President of the Council.
E. THOMPSON,Secretary.

GOD save the Peop"k.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY

COMMITTEE.
[No. 69.] . Annapolis, March 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The enclosed is an order on the Treasurer
of the Eastern-~'hore for the sum of fifty-two pounds two
pence, for expenses incurred (as appears by your account
transmitted us) in equipping Captain James Kent's Minute-
men ~or t?eir .expe?ition to Accomack and. Northampton
CountIes, III Vtrglnw; and as the several artIcles furnished
now belong to the Province, we desire you will receive
them into your possession upon the return of the company,
and take proper care of them. Weare sorryit is not in
our power to compensate Mr. James Brown who at the
request of Captain Kent, attended his compan~ in tl;e capa-
cities .of Physician and Surgeon. However, we assure you
we WIll represent the matter to the next Convention and
do not doubt they will take it into consideration, and ;s the
measure was expedient, make an adequate satisfaction for
his trouble and services.

We are, &c.
.

To the Committee of Observation for Queen Anne's County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAF~TY TO HUGH YOUNG.

[No. 70.J Annapolis,March 20, 1776.

. SIR : We should have answered your letter of the 11 th
Instant, by Mr. Smyth, before now, but the variety of busi-
ness before the Council has prevented us. We \vmIld have
you send out the NanC}!, Captain Wise, immediately, under
the orders heretofore given, and finish 10adinO'the Schooner
Ninety- Two, as speedily as possible, and se~d the Captain
to us for his sailing orders.

We are, &c.

To Mr. Hugh Young.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO WILLIAM ENNALLS.

[No. 71.J Annapolis, March 20, 1776.

SIR: Your f.wour of the 16th instant, relative to the
payment of paper money for the specie you had collected,
m pursuance O! our order, to Messrs. Ennalls, Jtlurray, and
I~teele, was d~hvered us. by Captain Woolford. The Coun-
cIl has some tIme past gIven general orders to the Treasurers
of the. Tfestern a~d Eastern-Shores to payout of the Trea-
sury bills of credIt for any sums thai should be delivered
them in gold or silver; you will therefore apply to the
Treasurer of the Eastem-Shore for payment of paper mo-
ney for what specie you may deliver him.

We are, &c.

To Mr. William Ennalls, Dorchester County.

ALEXANDER SOMERVILLE TO ~!AllYLAND COUNCIL OF
L SAFETY.

Calvert County, March 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: In obedience of the appointment from your
honourable Board, (as a collector of hard cash,) have col-
lect:d about two hu~dred pounds, whIch is now in my pos-
seSSIOn,and onl): walt f?r a safe opportunity to convey it to
you. I have g1vcn thIs day an order on the Treasurer of
tbe Western-Slwrc. t? pay Colonel Fitzhugh twenty-four
pounds fourteen slll11mgs.and two pence,. currency, for the
gold and silver I had of him. If you point out the way of
conveyance, it :vill be strictly attended to by, gentlemen,
your most obedIent bumble servant,

ALEXANDER SOMERVILLE.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Jtlaryland.

P. S. If the paper currency is not soon,sent; r shall be
obliged to return the hard money. A. S.

MARYLAND DELEGATES TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, March 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:On the arrival of Captain TiMet we en-
gaged a boat, on board of which shipped the powder and
arms, together with one ton of powder advanced by Con-
gress, and eighteen hundred and seventy-five pounds re-
turne~ by Con~ress for. the quantity ?o~owed by Colonel
Har'J'tson. ThIs boat went to Chnstzana BridO'e tram
whence the powder was sent to Baltimore in waggn~. Of
this transaction we advised you by the return of the ex-
press that brought the intelligence of the Otter and her ten-
der's arrival in the Patapsco. The quantity of powder
wh!ch was private property in Tib~et, was very small; part
of It was owned by a gentleman m Accomack County in
Virgini~; the resid.ue(about six or eight quarter-casks) ~fr.
l!0wley mforms us. ISthe property of a gentleman in Bal-
tzmore, to whom ]t was sent. Powder is an article that
cannot be purchased in this city. Mr. Johnson had a slim
of mo~ey lodged in his hands by Colonel Hollingsworth,
of Ceczl County, to purchase.a sm~l quantityof powder
for that County, ~he money bemg raIsed by subscription for
that .pur~ose: this he could not accomplish, and, at the
pressmg IDstance of that County, we procured from Con-
gress five barrels, which is sent down. The demand from
the eastward being very great, and our magazine. almost
empty, prevents our making any further application.

We are, whh great respect, gentlemen, your humble
servants, R . ALEXANDER, for self and Colleagues.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Mary7and.
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COUNCIL OF SAFETY OF DEL AWARE.

At a general meeting of the Council of Safety for the
government of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware,
at Dover, in Kent County, aforesaid, on the 8th of Jqnuary,
1776, and continued by adjournment to the .12th of the
same month, inclusively;

Saturday, January 13, 1776.

On motion, Resolved, That the President transmit to
Congress a list of such persons as by this Council of Safety
have been appointed Officers in the Continental Battalion,
to be raised in this Government, with their ranks and dates
of their Commissions, respectively, certified by him as Pre-
sident of the Council.

Extract from the Minutes:
JOHN CHEW, Secretary.

A List of the Persons to be appointed Officers in the Bat-
talion to be raised in the DELAwAREGovernment by the
Couru:ilof Safety thereof, in pursuance of the requisi-
tion of the honourable Continental Congress, together
with their ranks and dates of their Commissions, viz:

1st. Captain Joseph Stidham, commission dated 13th January, 1776.
2d. Captain Jonathan Caldwell, - - ditto, - 15th January, 1776.
3d. Captain David Hall, Jun., - - - ditto, . 16th January, 1776.

4th. Captain Henry Darby, ditto, - 17th January, 1776.
5th. Cal'tain Charles Pope, ditto, - 18th January, 1776.
6th. CaptainNathanAdams, - . . ditto, - 19thJanuary,1776.
7th. Captain SamuelSmith, ditto, - 20th January, 1776.
8th. Captain Joseph Vaughan,- - - ditto, - 21st January, 1776.
Ist. First Lieut. Lewis Howell, - - ditto, - 13th January, 1776.
2d. First Lieut. John Patton, - - - ditto, - 15th January, 1776.
3d. First Lieut. Jonathan Harney, - ditto, - 16th January, 1776.

4th. First Lieut. RobertKirkwood,Jun., ditto, - 17th January, 1776.
5th. First Lieut. JilmesWells, - - ditto,~ - 18th January, 1776.
6th. First Lieut. James Moore, - - ditto,- - 19th January, 1776.
7th. First Lieut. John Dickson, - - ditto, - 20th January, 1776.
8th. First Lieut. Joseph Frint, - - ditto, - 21st January, 1776.
1st. SecondLieut. Enoch Anderson,- ditto, - 13th January, 177R.
2d. Second Lieut. George McCan, - ditto, - 15th January, 1776.
3d. Second Lieut. John Lea-.:mouth, ditto, - 16th Jauuary,1776.

4th. Second J,ieut. William Popham, ditto, - 17th January, 1776.
5th. Second Lieut. Alexand",r Stuart, Jr., ditto, - 18th January, 1776.
6th. SecQnd Lieut. James Gordon, - ditto, - 19th January, 1776.
7th. SecondJ,ieut. Jas. McDonough,Jr., ditto, - 20th January, 1776.
8th. Second Lieut. John Perkins, - - ditto, - 21st January, 1776.
1st. Ensign Thomas HQlIand, - - - ditto, - 13th January, 1776.
2d. Ensign James Stephens, - - - ditto, - 15th January, 1776.
3d. EnsignCordHazard, - - - - ditto, - 16th January, 1776.

4th. EnsignPeter Jaquet,Jun., - - ditto, - 17thJanuary,1776.
5th. EnsignJohnWilson,.- - . - ditto, - 18thJanuary,1776.
6th. Ensign Thomas Nixon, Jun., - ditto, - 19th January, 1776.

7th. EJ;tsign Abraham (;artey, - - - ditto, - 20th January, 1776.

Sth. Ensign William Vaughan, - - ditto, - 21st January, 1776.

Staff Officers.
Chaplain, Rev. Joseph Montgomery. Quartermaster, Robert Bail.
Surgeon, Doctor James Tilton, M. D. Adjutant, Thomas Holland.

I do certify that the foregoing is a true list, taken from
the Minutes of the Council.

JOHN KINLEY, President.

In the House of Representatives for the Counties of New-
castle, Kent, and Sussex, upon Delaware, at Newcastle:

Wednesday,P. M., March 20,1776.

On motion made, Resolved, That Dr. Thomas .JJfcDo-
nough, of the County of ]t.~ewcastle,be, and he is hereby,
recommended .to the honourable the Continental Congress,
as Major in the Delftware Battalion, vice John Macpherson,
Jun., Esq., deceased.

Extract frOIu'the Minutes:
JAMESBOO'rH,Clerk of Assembly.

CASSANDRA TO CATO.

SIR: I thought you had forgotten the fatal 7th of No-
vember, 1774, on which all your ambitious projects were
blasted by a publick vote of your fellow-citizens, to divide
from the County in their choice of Committee~men, and to
hold all future elections by ballot; but I find I was mis-
taken. While. Committees were chosen by holding up of
hands, and. letters from millers a,nd popular harangues could
be employed t? serve th!') purposes of yo~r pa~y, thol,lgh
Cato could wrIte, yet no press teemed wIth hIs lucubra-
tions; but now that publick business is carried Qnin the
only way which can secure the people from undue influ-
ence, and the party has suffered a total defeat in theirelec-
tioneering attempts, his masterly pen is called forth into the
field of political controversy, and, with a few dashes of it1

he has overset Qur Comrpittee of Inspection, demolished the
whole tribe of patriotick scribblers in newspapers, and laid
Common Sense in the dirt; taken a catalogue of all the
Whigs and Tories 'in the Province; converted thirty-six
Commissioners (about to be sent over to insult us with
terms no one can accept) into ambassadors of peace; and
poor Cassandra into an enthusiast, madman, barbarian, and
drunken Independent. Wretched must the lot of that Whig
be who falls into the hands of this fiery defender of Minis-
terial stratagems. Daniel may be protected from the jaws of
the lions; but alas! who can protect us when Cato is roused?
The whole band of us is crushed to atoms with one grasp of
his hand. Why did you assure us that no persons need
be alarmed, for that no indecent nor angry expression should
dishonour your pen? Was it that the suddenness of our de-
struction might heighten its terrour? Well has the Scriptures
assured us that the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.

Your grievous paragraph about restraining the press is so
notorious a falsehood, that I boldly put you to defiance to .

point out the instance. And when you give the puolick the
names of the few who turned the mode of electing Coln-
mittees out of the channel of con'Uption, and thereby ex-
cluded you and your colleagues, I will undertake to mention
the other few who, contrary to every principle of our Con-
stitution, by a prostitution of the cry of publick necessity,
are endeavouring to clQak an unbounded hatred to our pre-
sent cause, under an affected zeal for constitutional de-
pendance;

.
and who have nearly effected their malicious

purposes, of destroying their own liberties to be avenged of
their enemies. But let not Cato too far provoke the majesty
of the people of Pennsylvania, by the bold flourishes of a
pen which pays no respect to truth, lest he may find it ex-
pedient to ena his days on the principles or dependancy.

"Few persons," says Catl), "gave themselves any con-
cern about the election of a Committee of Inspection, being
well satisfied that any number of r.espectable citizens, who
would take the trouble of such a Committee, should be
thankfully indulged with the office; and although it consists
of a hundred members, they had not two hundred votes,"

Cassandra begs leave to inform Cato, that our Commit-
tees of Inspection, ever since chosen by ballot, got posses-
sion of their office by a more respectable number of voters
than any Burgess which sat in the House of Assembly since
the first day in which a cQmparison could be made, as he
can make appear by the state of the several elections.

"In carrying on our great controversy with England,
Pennsylvania," say you, "has no need either to make the
least sacrifice of its Constitution, nor yet to YIeld in zeal to
the foremost of the Colonies." This assertion might pass
(or truth on the coast of Labrador, or in the deserts of Si-
beria; but the people of Pennsylvania must have drunk
deep of the waters of oblivion, and laid aside all preten-
sions to recollection, before they can consider such asser-
tions in any other light than insults Qn their understanding.
Can Cato inform them of the single measure that can be
pursued in the line of our Charter Constitution? I sho\lld
gladly view the paragraph which gives our Assembly the
power of legislating without the Govern,our; and Cato is
too well acquainted with the King's Representative, to be-
lieve he would ever give his sanction to our opposition.
Name the act of Assembly, Cato, which makes legal ten-
der of the money they have so patriotically struck, and I
will believe you have for once strayed into the truth. But
because our Representatives can do nothing legal without
the Govemour, therefore Cat!) is fiery hot for confining our
opposition to them, and not to a Convention,which is under
no such restrictions. The interest of the Governour, and
not of the people, is plainly Cato's.

"The great privilege," you add, "which we enjoy of
giving our free unbiased voice, annually, in the choice of an
Assemblr, who, from that moment, by cbarter, become a
constitutIOnalbody, vested with the authority of the people,
and can meet when they please, and. sit as long as they
judge necessary." Here, sir, you prudently drop the con-
sideration of their being a constitutional body. Had you
pointed out the advantages of constitutional1y meeting and
sitting, when they can constitutionally do no more, you had
told us sQmething. But this, alas! was out of yout pbwer.
So much for yoor first letter.

In your second, you begin by saying that you know not
on what grounds I have satisfied myself that the sole view -
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of Adininistration, in this commission, is to amuse and de-
ceive, to bribe and corrupt us. It may be so, sir, though I
hope you have not the vanity to set up your knowledge as
the standard of truth. Did you read the piece) and attempt
to pick to pieces the principles and arguments on which my
advice is founded? I begin to think you did; and finding
them too hard to overturn, you vent your spleen in railing
at the author. But do you recollect Lord North's concilia-
tory plan, and his explanation of it, viz: Substantial reve-
nue, divide et impera, &c. ? Do you remember the King's
speech at the opening of the present sessions of Parliament,
and the re-echo of both Houses? the. extensive plan of war-
like operations which he means to can,,! on against usr and
his appointing persons who shall, on the spot, dispense most
gracious pardons to all such as shall acknowledge their faults
and plead forgiveness ?-(a new species of Ambassadors,
not heretofore taken notice of by the writers on the laws of
nature and nations.) Do you remember General Gage's
plan for disanning the people of Boston, and the faith he
observes in treaties? and that Howp, his successor, pursues
the same infernal plan? 01' have you totally forgot what
the Prime Minister said, on his declaring that he was ready
to restore us to the state we were in before the year 1763 ;
for that we did not then deny the right of Parliament to tax
ATMrica? Or do you forget that every proposal for recon-
ciliation, made by the friends of America in Parliament, was
rejected without a division? Had Ca(o remembered these
thin as, or if he can be brought to remember them, he will
hav: as much reason to suspect the designs of the Commis-
sioners as Cassandra. Perhaps it suits~not with Cato's plan
to remember these things, though he can recollect many
others of a much earlier date. Cato may be much better
acquainted with our savage neighbours than Cassandra, as
doubtless he has traversed the uncultivated woods of Ame-
rica more frequently than he; yet it may not be an easy
matter to convince the people of this Province that the
dread of losing all hopes of preferment, if the counsel of
Cassandra is taken, has not called forth this champion for
an undefined dependance from that obscurity into which he
has nearly fallen. It remains a doubt with me whether the
historick page will ever transmit your name to posterity as
the first American D . . . t . .y, jf you are not permitted to
shake hands with the Commissioners, and allowed the op-
portunity of eXplaining your mysterious conduct. I shall
lona turn over the volumes which establish the principles of
the "'Jaws of nature and nations, before I read of ambassa-
dors of peace, attended with Acts of Parliament to confis-
cate and Royal Proclamations to divide, the property of
thos~ they are to treat with; and backed by immense armies
of Ministerial cut-throats, to enforce their demands. Cato's
great reading, no doubt, can supply .d~e publick with a few
instances of untutored savages recelvmg ambassadors, thus
attended, with respect and hospitality, and smoking the calu-
met of peace with them. However, until he does, I trust
he will grant to Cassandra the liberty of thinking otherwise,
and do him the justice to believe that he knows as much
about the rights of ambassadors as Cato. Cassandra con-
fesses that he is greatly concerned for our virtue, lest we
should be cajoled, deceived, and corrupted. Cato is not so.
Corruption may be more familiar to Cato, which will fully
account for our difference in sentiment. I am so much of
a Christian as to pray that we may not be led into tempta-
tion. This, sir, may form no part of your devotion. But
if Cato is so easy on the score of this treaty, because it is
to be managed by men delegated for their integrity and
abilities by the voice of their country, why is he enraged at
my attempt to confine them to these virtuous Delegates?
Cassandra is not afraid of the Delegates. It is to keep our
modem Catos from doing us mischief that he is so anxiously
concerned; and if Cato has read bis proposal, he knows it
to be so. But, Cato, had you adopted a signature corres-
pondent with your designs, my present reply might be un-
necessary; and if you yet change your present one for Sy- PHILADELPHIAf~OMMITTEETO PENNSYLVANIAASSEMBLY.
phax, Sempronius, or [ago, I may: spare theprinte~ much. of

To the Honow-a6tc the Representatives of the Freemen of themy intended lucubratIons. I beheve the world wIll readily
Province oj PENNSYLVANIA, in General Assembly met.

agree with me, that either of the three would be truly cha-
racteristick of your present designs, if not of your general The Memorial of the Committee oj Inspection and Observa-
character as a man and a politician. tion jor the City and .Liberties OjPHILADELPHIA, respect-

The cup out of which Cassandra has drank was never fully showeth:

employed to offer libations at" the altar of Tloya! despotism That they have the highe.~t sense of the necessity of the
or Proprietary influence. He knows no guide but reason Union of the Colonies at the present juncture, when the
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and love of mankind, as he neither wishes nor expects to be
Prime Minister to any future would-be King of Pennsyl-
vania. He is always ready to defend his "rights auhe risk
of his life; and prefers present war to future slavery, being
conscious that a great continent will be much happier with
the one than the other. Britain has risen triumphant, in a
few years, out of bloodier wars than ever America has been
or will be called to; but Egypt has not, for thousands of
years, recovered from the yoke of foreign oppression.

Cassandra longs to see your bold declaration made
good. But why so long about it? Come to the point,
sir. The presses are very open for the reception of your
wonderful productions. But I beseech you, dear sir, to lay
aside groundless declamation for the future, and speak a lan-
guage which facts will support. The people of Pennsyl-
vania, I trust, will ever have the good sense to prefer Com-
mon Sense to the appeals of any Government tool which
may appear in defence of a union with those who know no
law, human or divine, but the law of violence and murder,
and who have their Catos in all quarters to delude and de-
ceive; men who sell their consciences for the prospect of
future advantages. Don't be angry, Cato. Give your name
to the publick, and I will stand corrected if I have missed
my object.

.

You make a great clamour because we have been con-
stantly enlarging our views, and stretching them beyond the
first bounds. But let me tell you, Cato, that nothing can
be a greater proof of your iniquitous designs than your pre-
sent attempt to confine them. Has not Administration first
passed a Declaratory Act; then an act laying duties on
paper, painters' colours, &c.; then their acts to "export
their teas to America; then a Boston Port Act; an act
to destroy the Charter of lliassachusetts; a Restraining Act,
&c., &c.? Acts to confiscate our property, and levy the
most cruel and unjust war against us? Have not they been
constantly enlarging their plans, to the last of all acts of
tyranny, murder, and robbery? And are we to remain in-
sensible all this time, and never enlarge our views? Where
would be the w'isdom of all this, Cato?

You artfiilly introduce quotations from the proceedings of
Congress, to lead the people astray, by producing extracts
which you know neither can nor do speak the sentiments of
Congress on the subject. Congress early spoke their senti-
ments on that head, hut Cato could not recollect the pas-
sage. It did not coincide with his plan, of imposing on the
people of Pennsylvania.

"Between these Colonies and the People of Britain (says
the Congress, in their Address to the Inhabitants of the Co-

,lonies, published in their Resolves of September 5, 1774)
subsists the social band which we ardently wish may never
be dissolved, and which cannot be dissolved until their
minds shall become indisputably hostile, or their inattention
shall permit those who are thus hostile to persist in prose-
cuting, with the powers of the realm, the destructive mea-
sures already operating against these Colonies; and, in either
case, shall reduce the latter to such a situation, that they
shall be compelled to renounce every regard but tl1at of self-
preservation." .

This was the opinion of Congress at that time. I will
leave it to Cato to determine whether both or either of the
cases there mentioned have not taken place. Cato does not
class himself with Cassandra and the writers on that side
of the question; this does not much trouble Cassandra, I
assure you; inasmuch as he can class his own with the
sentiments of the celebrated Dr. Smith, who, in his address
to the graduates, in ~lay last, says: "The glory of every
country is its liberty, its independency, and its improvements
in commerce, arts, and religion." And I believe the senti-
ments of this gentleman are as much esteemed among those
of your party as the sentiments of Cato.

CASSANDRA.
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LORD STIRLING TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

New-York, March 20, 1776.

. .. . 1\'lYDEAR GENERAL: I had the honour of receiving your
A Lzst of t~e Szxth Ba.ttalwn OfPENNSYLVANlATroops, zn letter of the 16th instant, this day. The important inteJli~

the Contznental servu:e, commanded by Colonel \VILLIAM gence received within these last three days from General
IRVINE: Washington, of Generalllowe's preparations for embarking

Captain David Grier's Company: 4 Sergeants, 4 Corpo- his Army from Boston, 1 have not communicated to you, as
rals, 1 Drummer, 1 Fifer, 78 Privates--88 non-commission- I concluded that the same intelligence would reach you at
ed Officers and Privates. . Albany at least as soon as it came to this place; and, in-

Captain Abraham Smith's Company: 4 Sergeants, 4 Cor- deed, it was almost impossible for me to write you sooner
porals, 1 Drummer, 1 Fifer, 76 Privates--86 non-commis- than this moment, as my whole time has been employed in
sioned Officers and Privates. making the necessary arrangements for the defence of this

Captain Samuel Hay's Company: 4 Sergeants, 4 Cor- place. As to the troops here, they consist of the First Ba.t-
porals, 1 Drummer, 1 Fifer, 75 Privates present, Q not pre- talion from New-Jersey, about five hundred, sick and well;
sent-87 non~ommissioned Officers and Privates. two Regiments from Connecticut, about five hundred each,

Captain Jeremiah Talbot's Company: 4 Sergeants, 4 Cor- ' whose time of service expires on Monday next, and I am
porals, 1 Drummer, 1 Fifer, 76 Privates present, 4 absent- fearful I shall not be able to persuade them to stay longer.
90 non-commissioned Officers and Privates. We have about five hundred Minute-men and Militia from

Captain 1flilliam Rippey's Company; 4 Sergeants, 4 Cor- the Counties of TVestchester and Dutchess, and about two
porals, 1 Drummer, 1 Fifer, 79 Privates--89 non~ommis- hundred Militia from New-Jersey. This is our whole amlY
sioned Officers and Privates.. at present. I cannot now send you the exact return of the

Captain l1'IosesMcLain's Company: 4 Sergeants, 4 Cor- whole, as some of the latter have arrived only this day, and
porals, 1 Drummer, 1 Fifer, 74 Privates--84 non~ommis- I have not yet received from the reviewing officers the re~
sioned Officers and Privates. port of them. The ,whole of these, excepting the necessary

Captain James J. Wilson's Company: 4 Sergeants, 4 guards, are employed on fatigue, on this and Long-Isl(lnd,
Corporals, 1 Drummer, 1 Fifer, 89 Privates-99 non-com~ in executing the fortifications agreed upon between General
missioned ,Officers and Privates. Lee, and myself. In these works we are assisted every day

Captain Robert Adams's Company: 4 Sergeants, 4 Cor- by about one thousand of the inhabitants of the city, who
porals, 1 Drummer, 1 Fifer, 70 Privates present, 7 recruits have turned out, on this occasion, with great alacrity-the
not joined--87 non-commissioned Officers and Privates. inhabitants and the Negroes taking their turn of duty regu-

Total of non-commissioned Officers and Privates, seven larly. I have the satisfaction to see that, according to the
hundred and ten. W I C 1 1 numbers, the work goes on amazingly well.

ILLIAM RVINE, 0 one. I d
.

d I fi G 11 '
.

yester ay reCeive a etter rom enera .wmgston,
with one thousand pounds of steel, sent from Trenton, at
your request, for the use of the blacksmiths and armourers
who are going into the Indian country, which I have order-
ed to be forwarded, to you by the first sloop to Albany.
The cannon, shot, &c., designed for Canada, were sent off
by General Lee before he left this place, and I hope are
safe arrived at Albany. .

I am rejoiced to find that your health is so much re-esta-
blished, that you have reason to think you will not soon ex-

Parliament, Ministry, and King of Great Britain, are united
in using their utmost efforts to subdu~ and enslave them.

That they have likewise the highest sense of the neces~
sity of secrecy in many of the measures of the Congress, par~
ticularfy in those which relate to military affairs.

That they apprehend that the Instructions of the honour-
able Assembly, of November 9th, 1775, to their Delegates,
have a tendency to weaken the Union of the Colonies, and
to make publick many of those measures of the Congress
which sOllnd policy requires should be known only to the
Members of that body.

The Committee beg leave, therefore, to request that the
said Instructions be rescinded; and, further, to declare that
they are of opinion that peace, liberty, ami safety, can only
be obtained for this Province by a strict adherence to the
resolutions of a majority of the Colonies.

Signed in behalf, and by order of the Committee, by
JOHN BAYARD, Chairman.

March 20, 1776.

COLONEL IRVINE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Carlisle, March 20, 1776.

SIR: I am honoured with your orders to march my Bat-
talion to New- York, which shall be complied with, with all
possible expedition.

Many of the arms are old, and want bayonets and other
repairs. However, I shall not wait for bayonets, as I hope
we may be supplied at Philadelphia or New- York. I have
been obliged to purchase many rifles; but they, I presume,
may be changed for muskets, should the service require it.
Knapsacks, haversacks, canteens, and many other necessa-
ries the Commissaries promised to forward for my battalion,
are not yet come to hand. Though I do not mean to wait
for them, yet I think it proper to acquaint you, as, perhaps,
your further orders may be necessary.

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant,
WILLIAM IRVINE.

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Con-
tinental Congress.

Carlisle, March 20, 1776.

A List of the Officers of the Sixth Battalion, with their
rank.

Field-Officers: Colonel, William Irvine; Lieutenant-Co-
lonel, Thomas Hartley; Major, James Dunlop.

Captains: David Grier, Abraham Smith, Samuel Hay,
Jeremiah Talbot, William Rippey, Moses ~McLain, James
A. Wilson, Robert Adams.U

First Lieutenants: Will£amAlexander, John Jt[cDon,ald,
William Bratton, John ltlcDowal, Lewis Bu~h, John Grier,
Samuel Eddy, John Alexander.

Second Lieutenants: Alexander Parker,Sarnuel ftfcFer-
ran, Abdiel 1J;IcCalister,John Brooks, Thomas Brown,
John Hoge, Andrew Irvine, Robert Tf'ilson.

Ensigns: Samuel Montgomery, WilliamNiclwls, William
Graham, William Miller, Witliam Lusk, Robert Hoops,
Joseph Culbertson, William Veiper.

Staff-Officers: Chaplain, TVilliamLinn; Adjutant, John
Brooks; Quartermaster, James Calderwood; Surgeon, Ro~
bert Johnson; Mate, John 1J;IcDowal,if allowed.

A List of Officers, as posted to each Company.
First, Captain David Grier, Lieutenant John McDowal,

Lieutenant AMiel Me Calister, Ensign TVilliamNichols.
Second, Captain Abraham Smith, Lieutenant John Alex-

ander, Lieutenant Andrew Irvine, Ensign ~amuel 1J;Iont-
gomery.

Third, Captain Samuel Hay, Lieutenant John Grier, Lieu-
tenant Alexander Parker, Ensign William Miller.

Fourth, Captain Jeremiah Talbot, Lieutenant John Mc-
Donald, Lieutenant Thomas Brown, Ensign William Gra-
ham.

Fifth, Captain William Rippey, Lieutenant William Alex-
ander, Lieutenant John Brooks, Ensign TVilliamLus7c.

Sixth, Captain 1J;Ioses1J;lcLain, Li9utenant Samuel Ed-
dey, Lieutenant .John Hoge, Ensign Robert Hoops.

Seventh, Captain, James A. Wilson, Lieutenant Lewis
Bush, Lieutenant Robert TVilson,Ensign Joseph Culbertson.

Eighth, Captain Robert Adams, Lir:tlt. WilnarrtBratton,
Lieutenant Samuel ltIeFerran, Ensign William Veiper.

The dates of the commissions are the 9th last January,
except a few that have lmen lately recommeqded; the dates
of those I am not yet informed of.

"T ILLIAM IRVINE, Colonel.
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perience another relapse. I sincerely wish that may be the
case.

On considering the whole of the intelligence from Boston,
I am of opinion General Howe has been playing off manam-
vres to divert General Washington from taking full posses-
sion of the grounds of Dorchester; yet, by the last accounts,
GenerallIowe has proceeded too far in his embarkations to
leave us room to think it is all a feint. That General
Washington is of this opinion, I can have no longer a doubt,
as he is himself preparing soon to be at this place. Some
part of his Army is on the way hither; tlJe destination of
the remainder must depend on circumstances. Brigadier-
General Thompson is this afternoon arrived ./rom Philadel-
phia, and, of course, has the command here.

I ani, my dear General, your very affectionate and most
obedient, humble servant, STIRLING.
To Major-General Schuyler.

LORD STIRLING TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-York, March 20, ]776.

My DEAR GENERAL: I received your letter, by express,
of the 14th, and your letter of the same date to General
Lee, which I opened and forwarded agreeable to the direc-
tions he left me. I am happy to find that the aid I called
in from New-Jersey and Connecticut exactly concords with
your sentiments. The two Regiments of Connecticut are now
here, consisting of about five hundred rank and file each;
they are impatient to go home, as many of them are farm-
ers, who want 10 mark out their summer's work. The time
of their engagement with General Lee ends next ~lJ1onday.
I have used my best endeavours to prevail on them to stay
till their places are supplied from that quarter; but it is still
doubtful whether they will consent 10 it. Of this I have
apprized Governour Trumbull, and have requested him to
supply their pJaces, and to make the whole two thousand
from that Colony. From New-Jersey I have requested one
thousand men; about two hundred of them are come in.
About one thousand men are ordered from the northern
Counties of this Province; none of them have yet arrived.
We have now in this place and on Long-Island about two
thousand five hundred men, including the above two Con-
necticut Regiments. The Militia in town amount to about
as many more. Near one-half of the whole are on fati"ue
every day, carrying into execution the plan of defence fon~ed
by General Lee. They go on with great spirit and industry.

The Congress have ordered eight thousand men for the
defence of this City and Province. The corps to make
up this numLer are, four regiments from Pennsylvania;
one from New-Jersey, and four of this Province; none ~f
which have yet arrived; and most of them are incomplete,
and unfit to march, especially the latter, of which not above
two hundred are yet in town; and some of them I find are
to be employed on Iludson's Hi'ver, and the northern parts
of this Province. From this state of the matter, you will
see that, if the Ministerial Troops leave Boston and move
this way, how necessary it will be to detach a large part of
your Army to this place; which, undoubtedly, is the most
important object in North America. On receiving your last
letter, I had determined to detain at this place the eleven
tons of powder designed for your camp; bUI, lest the
manreuvres at Boston should prove a feint, I have ordered
five tons of it to proceed to-morrow morning. The rest
will follow according to the intelligence we receive.

Ten o'clock, P. ~i}f.-Brigadier-General Thompson has
arrived here this day, and, of course, takes the command.
My utmost industry will be exerted to assist him in it.

My most sincere and best wishes attend you; and have
the honour to be, my dear General, your most obedient,
humble servant, STIRLING.
To His Excellency General Washington.

General Schuyler, which directs rIfe to wait until I receive
orders from the Congress or from the General respecting
my destination. I told Captain Wynkoop what I now tell
you, that, whenever I should receive orders from the Con-
gress or the General, I was willing to comply, if my health
would permit; and a5 Captain Wynkoop is desired by the
General to get his men and go up, I beg you would assist
and forward him, and, if I am not called upon, shall en-
deavour to serve my country in some station of as much
importance as to command the lakes.

I hope you will excuse my not answering your letter before
now, as it was not handed to me, but to a soldier, who laid it
on my table with other papers, and did not acquaint me of
it; and it was by mere accident that I found it this evening.

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,
W ~LLIA~IDoUGLASS.

Chairman of the Committee orTo Joseph Hallett, Esq.,
Safety, New-York.

JAMES BOYD TO NEW-YORK COMIIIITTEE OF SAFETY.

Staten-Island, March 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have been informed there is a complaint
lodged against me in your House, the particulars of which I
have not been informed; but understand that it is dropping
expressions injurious to the country, and in favour of Minis-
terial tyranny. You must know1 gentlemen, that this is the
country that gave me birth, and for which I hope ever shall
have the tenderest and most feeling regard; the country
for whose liberty I would step forward with as much cheer-
fulness as any gentleman that has entered complaint to your
honourable body; the country which I always intended to
risk my life in defence of her just rights, for whi<;h reason I
last week went to New- York, in order to see Messrs. Law-
rence and Bancker, and offer myself for a commission in the
Continental service. At the time when the people belonging
to one of his Majesty's transports, then lying at the water-
ing place, came on shore to plunder the inhabitants of this
island, I shouldered my firelock, and, with the foremost,
marched to oppose them. Such, gentlemen, has ueen my
conduct; which is, in my opinion, nowise inimical to the
cause of America. For the sincerity of my intentions, and
the truth here offered to you, gentlemen, I appeal to Mr.
Lawrence, who has been intimately acquainted with my
conduct, and a great deal of my conversation, since the pre-
sent unhappy contest began.

Gentlemen, I shall esteem it a particular favour if you
would, by letter, acquaint me with the particulars of the crin\e
alleged against me, that I may be the better enabled to vin-
dicate myself against the aspersions thrown out against me.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
JOHN JAMES BoYD.

To the Committee of Safety of the City of New- York.

WILLIAM POWELL TO l'o"'EW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

New-York, March 20,1776.
, .S~R: Having a permit .fromthe Committee of this eity to

sail m ballast for St. Crozx, and as I am under a St. Chris-
tophe~'s re~ister, and going out with a West-India family,
my fne?ds mform me I may probably get a permit, under
those clreumstances, to sail by the men-of-war; and would
request of you to obtain leave from your honourable House
for me to go on board of the men-of-war to solicit it.

*Which will much oblige, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant,

WILLIAM POWELL.

To the Chairillan of the Honourable Provincial Congress
of New-York.

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety of the Colony'
of NEW-YORK.

The lrfemorial of SAMUELLOUDON,of the City of NEW-
MAJOR DOUGJ..ASS. TO NEW-YORK COMIIIITTEE OF SAFETY. YORK, Printer, showeth:

. Broo~lyn, March 20, 1776. That some weeks ago a manuseript, composed by a gen-

SIR: I thIs moment am honoured wIth yours of the 18th tleman at some eonsiderable distanee, and sent in order to
instant, and at present observe the contents: It appears, be printed here, in answer to the celebrated pamphlet enti-
by Maj~r-General Schuyler's letter, that the. honourable tled Comm;on :S'ense,was put into my hands by a gentle-
the Contmentlll Congress have honoured me with the eom- man of this CIty, who desired me to print it. As a publi-
mand pf the lakes, and that Captain Wynkoop should be .[E d d

'
M

.

20 1776 A L IiI d d I r. I h b . n orse -' ARCH, . etter rom W. Powell. He de-
emp oye un er me. am now upon !Ill' oug y MaJor- sires to go to Captain Parker, ship. Refused."] .

...
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t,"I

cation of this nature required mature dt'liberation, I did not
incline, nor did the gentleman require me, to comply with
his proposal till I should be convinced that the manuscript
was written with decency, or did not express, or even imply,
any disapprobation of the proceedings of the honourable
Continental Congress, or the glorious calise, in defence of
which Americans are spending their blood and treasure.
Being satisfied as to these particulars, I agreed to print the
manuscript on my own account.' _

Having made some progress in printing off the sheets, I
advertised the publication of the pamphlet in Mr. Gaine's
Gazette, not imagining that any offence could justly be
taken by my fellow-citizens. But, to my great surprise, I
soon found that the advertisement had given disgust to some
of the inhabitants, who highly'resented it.

On the evening of the 18th ultimo, I received a message
to attend on the Committee of Mechanicks. I attended ac-
cordingly, and was interrogated by Mr. Christopher Duyc-
kinck, the Chairman, "Who was the author of the manu-
script I was printing, and who gave it me?" I told them I
did not know the author, and that I got the manuscript
from a gentleman of this city, whose name, in my opinion,
they had no right to demand. Displeased at this reply,
they threatened to burn the pamphlets, blaming me, in
strong terms, for printing it. I expostulated with them on
the impropriety of condemning a book before they had read
it, proposed to send them the sheets tlmt were printed, for
their perusal, and to refer the whole affair to the Committee
of Safety, and abide by their determination. They did not,
however, think it proper to regard any of my proposals, but
sent six of their number to my house, who nailed and
sealed up the printed sheets in boxes, except a fi~wwhich
were drying in an empty house, which they locked, and
took the key with them. The following evening they re-
tUrned the key, and informed me that they had referred the.To TilE PUB;LICK: As the liberty of the Press has been boldly at-
tacked, my private property wantonly destroyed, and suspicions aggra-
vated into enormous crimes, t and circulated both in city anli country,
greatly to my prejudice; those considerations, I hope, will apologize for
laying thefollowing Narrative before the impartial publirk.

Some weeks ago, a manuscript, composed by a gentJeman at some
considerahle distance, and sent in prder to be puhlished here, in answer
to the celebrated pamphlet entitled Common Se7/se, was put into my
hands by a gentleman of this city, who desired me tp print it. As a publi-

cation of thi.. nature required mature deliberation, I did not incline, nor
diel the gentleman require me, to comply with the proposal tiB I should
be convinced that the manuscript was written with decency, and did not.
express, nor even imply, any disapprobation of the proceedings of the
honourable Continental Congress, or the glorious cause in defen,'e of
which .lme/'ieans are speneling their blood and treasure. Being satis-
fied as to these particuhlrs, I agreed to print the manuscript on my own
account.

Having almpst finished printing off the sheets, I advertised the publi-
cation,of the pamphlet, in Mr. Gaine'. Gazette; not imagining that any
offence could justly be taken by my fcHow-citizcns. But, to my great sur.
prise, I soon found that the advertisement had given disgust to some of
the inbabitants, who highly resented it as !l disapprobation of the lauda-
blc eflints of the Colonies to support their just rights and privileges. On
the evening of the 18th ultimo, 1 received a message to attend on the
Committee of Mechanicks. I attended accordingly, and was interrogated
by Mr. Christopher Duycldnclc, the Chairman,

"
\Vho was the author of

the pamphlet I was printing, and who gave me the man\lscript 1" Other
members of the Committee questioned me to the same purport. I told
them, "I did not know the author, and that I got the manuscript from a
gentleman of this city, whose name, in my' opinion, they had no right to
demand," Displeased at this reply, they threatened to burn the pam-
phlet, blaming me in strong terms for printing it. I expostulated with
them on the impropriety and unreasonableness of condemning a book
\Jefore they had read it; therefore, proposed to send them the sheds that
were printed, for their perusal, and to refer the whole affair to th8 Com-
mittec of Safety, and abide hy their determinatiou. They did not, how-
ever, think it proper to regard any of my proposals, but sent six of their
number to my house, who put the printed sheets in boxes, and sealed
them, except a few which were drying in an empty house, the door of
which they locked and took the key with them. Tne following evening
they sent the key, and informed me, that they had referred the matter to
the General Committee. Same evening I received a note to wait on
that Committee. I attendcd, and was informed by Mr. Broome, the
Chairman, that a complaint had been prcferr~d against me for printing
an answer t9 the pamphlet entitled Common Sense; and that the Com-
mittee advised me npt to proceed any further at present lest my pcrsonal
safety might be endangered. t I thanked the Committee, and promised
to comply with their advice, But all this av:tiled nothing towards my
security; for, past ten o'clock the same night, Mr. Duyekinek, without
any commission from the Committee of Safety, attended by a large com-
pany, and notwithstanding all my entreaties, forced into my house, ran

t Fiveor six weeksaJ?o,T~ot \eave from the Congre~FlLOendeayour 10get back a run.
away senanl, 1 had fleenin(()rmed Waf!on hoald the:Asia. 011 this was roundeda SUB-
picion 1hat GovernolJr Tryon or Mr._.Kemp, the King'~ Attorney, har! giYenmethe
answer10Comm.onSe.n$e; arId it was also fe-pOrt.e!\that I had received nne hundred
and fifry or two hundred pounds (fir printiig it j both whkh are.entirely (al~e.

:;:Nor"leof the mem1}ersof the Gellf'ral CI)mmittee of Iuspec(ioll had 8een the pam-
phle

.

t, anlt could nM justjfy or ~ondemn me for printing iq but, apprehending me to be
in danger, (rom the manner of the complaiot, sent for me ar.q gave me the above-men-
\iontd E!alu~ary advice."

matter to the General Committee of Inspection. Same
evening I received a note to wait on that Committee. I
attended; and was informed by the Chairman (Colonel
Broome) that a complaint had been preferred agamst me
for printing an answer to the pamphlet entitled Common
Sense, and the Committee ad\>1sed me not to persist in pub-
lishing it at present, as my personal safety might be endan-
gered. I thanked the Committee, and promised to comply
with their advice. This availed nothing for my security,
for some time after ten o'clock, the same night, the before-
mentioned Mr. Duyckinck, without any commission from
the Committee, attended by a considerable number, to ap-
pearance more than forty persons, who rushed into my
house; some of them ran up stairs to the printing-office
(while others guarded the door) and took away the whole
impression of said pamphlets, being about fifteen hundred,
which, at a very moderate calculation, amounts to seventy-
five pounds. They carried them to the commons, and
there burned them, as I have been informed.

Your Memorialist, conceiving the above-mentioned trans-
actions a violent infraction of the liberty of the Press, and
an unjustifiable attack on his private property, prays that
the honourable Commiuee will take such measures and
give directions, in the premises, as may secure the liberty of
the Press, protect private property, prevent stich insults for
the future, and enable your Memorialist to recover damages
adequate to the injuries he has sustained.*

'

And your Memorialist_ &c: S L
' '

AMUEL OUDON.

New.York, March 20,1776.

THOMAS JOHNSON TO NATHANIEL FOLSOllr.

N ewlmry, March 20, 1776.

SIR: I am sorry to inform you of the backwardness of
the New-Hampshire forces destined to Quebeck. The regi-

up stairs to the printing-offic{', and took away the whole impressipn of
said pamphlet, being about fifteen hundred copies, which, at a moderat<J
computation, amounts to seventy-five pounds. They, as I have been
informed, carried them to the commons, and committed them t.o the
flames.

I wou],] not anticipate the rcflections that will naturally arise in th<J
mind of every candid and dispassionate reader of the above plain aorl
impartial narrative I have given; but justice to the pul>lick and myself
requires me to suhjoin a few remarks.

As the question concerning .!1meriean Independence hath not, to th<J
best of my knowledge, been decided by the Continental Congress,nor
by any legal subordinate Conn'ntion, there can be no criminality in pub-
lishing the arguments for and against it; and as it is a question of tlll)
greatest importance, it should' not be decided before these arguments are
fully diseussed.

.

Though a formal answer to the pamphlet entitled Common Sense

hath been published in PhiladelPhia, the printer hath not fallen under
the resentment of the Continental Congress; which is a decisive evidence
that the Representatives of ~Vorth-.!1meriea, do not judge him to be a
transgressor. My zealous, wel1-meaning, but misguideJ Qpponents,
would have acted a consistent part, had they paid a duc deference to the
wisdom and good sensc of that honourable body of men, whom they
have solemnly promis{'d to support, by suspending all proceedings against
me till the Philadelphia printer had been cal1ed to account' and con-
demned by them.

The puhlick will determine whether, by not suffering any person.- to
publish their sentiments but the author of the above~mentioned pam-
phlet, and such as have adopted his way of thinking, many thousands pf
steady friends tp t.he common cause of ,/Jmeriea &re n"t deprived of one
of their essential privileges-the liberty of declaring their opinion upon a
subject of the greatest moment, and in which they are unspeakably more
interested than the supposed author of that pamphlet 1 -

It is, at any rate, self-evident, that if any set of unauthorized men shal1
be permitted to assume the power of legislating for th{'ir fellow-citizens,
and punishing them as they please, our legal Upnventions and Commit-
tees, with all the precious liberties for which we are coutending, will be
in effect annihilated, and we will be in a more miserable slavery than
would arise fro III the most successful execution of all the tyraimical acts
of the British Parliament.

The freedom of the Press is now insulted and infringed, by some zeal-
oUs advocates for liberty. A few more nocturnal assaults upon printers
may totally Jestroy it, and .!1merica, in consequence, may fall a sacrifice
to a more fata1 despotism than that with which we are threatened.

I nave no cOlI8ciousness of guilt in the aff.~ir for which I have been
persecuted. It is well known that I h/lve always been a steady friend to
the liberties of .!1me/-ica; and I am resolved to risk my all iIi their defence,
and cheerfully to suhmit to every determination of the Continental Con-
gress, pf the Provincial Congress of this Colony, and of the General
Committee of this city, that is not contrary to the dictates of religion,

justice, and humanity; hoping, at the same time, that the reputation
of .!1meriean Councils will never be contaminated by any determina-
tion of such an iniquitous kind. I only claim common justice; and de-
sire that for the future, all political publications issued from my press
may be legal1y and impartially tried, by the publickly avowed prin-
ciples of the Colonies, met in Contmental Congress. If, at any time I
shal1 publish principles opposite to these, under any other predicam:nt
than that of common news, let me be treated with all the severity which
an enemy to his country deserves. S..I.MU;ELLOUDON.
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ment is not near fun, nor gone; but there arc some reasons-
one is, that no officerswere allowed on York side, nor any-
body even to advise. Mr. Morey left a letter for Colonel
Bedel, at Exeter, informing that Mr. Johnson could not be
an officer as he said.

We had concluded no officercould be allowed in another
Colony; and he has given out since that he had a right to Inlist
all the soldiers in another Colony, but no officer mighfbe
allowed. On the whole, I am sorry that New-Hampshire
is so backward, and am afraid the lake will be broken before
they cross it. It is really strange that Philadelphia Troops
can be raised, and in Canada,. before your troops, when we
are not more than one hundred mites from ~Montreal.

I have taken the freedom to tell you the true state of the
case, as you are one of the Committee, and a fi'iend to the
cause.

From your friend and humble servant,
THOMAS J OlINSON.

To Nathaniel Folsom, Esq., Exeter.

WILLIAM I,UX TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, March 21, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Bya letter I received from Mr. Bowly, by
this day's post, he tells me our Delegates had ordered all the
sailcloth. to be left at Philadelphia; the other things were
to come Il1 the packet on Tuesday. I expect they mean to
sell the sailcloth, as the price is very high there. We sold
ours at nine pounds ten shillings per bolt. If the gentlemen
have not written you their reasons for doing it, I think you
had better order it down, as perhaps you may not soon meet
a further supply.

General Lee got here last night, and has been to view O\lr
battery. He thinks it very well executed, and that it will
answer the intention. He has taken Mr. Masscnbaugh with
him to Virgin£a, and says he understands his business, and
that he cannot do without him. I desired him to write you a
line on the occasion, because, as you had been pleased to give
him the command chiefly through my intelligence, I desired
to stand acquitted to you. That he has promised to do. Mr.
1tlassenbangh would have waited on you to have thanked
you for your f:lVOurS, but the General was in so great a
hurry, and said he must go with him.

I am, with the highest respect, gentlemen, your most
obedient servant, UT In ILLIAM ~ux.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

M.\RYLAND COFNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL JOH~ VEAZEY.

[No. 72.] Annapolis, March 21, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of a letter we received from Mr.
Thompson, of the 1.4th of last month, advising us of the
importation of eight tons of gunpowder, in Delaware, by
Captain Nathaniel Ramsay, and that he had engaged to
supply your County with one ton of it, we wrote to you
immediately, requesting you would secure the whole for the
use pf this fro vince, and transmitted, by Captain Craigg,
the sum of five hundred pounds for the ton engaged; bllt as
we have since understood none of the powder was to be had,
we desire you will return the money by the first safi~con-
veyance; and hope you wilJ excuse our taking this liberty
with you, as we are not. yet furnished with the plates and
paper for the new emission, and drafts come in every day
upon our Treasury, which is reduced very low.

Weare, &c.

To Colonel John .Veazey.

MARYl.AND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO Q.UEEN ANNE'S COrNTY
COMM.ITTEE.

[No. 73.J Annapolis,March 21,1776.
GENTLEMEN: 'Ve have transmitted a copy of the enclosed

order to the Committee of Observation for Kent County,
and expect they will send the gunpowder fo you early in
next week, as it probably will be with them on Saturday,
fro,mPhiladelphia. Upon the late alarm, some powder was
given into the hands of the Militia on this side of the bay,
and we fear it will be difficult to collect the greatest part of
it again, and that too much of what may remain with the
people will be lost to the publick. We recommend it to

you, therefore, to deliver to the Captains of the companies on
the water as much as you may conceive will be sufticient,
(taking their receipt,) with orders not to distribute it among
their respective companies until there is a real necessity,
and to keep the residue in some convenient part of your
County, where, upon an emergency, the other companies
may be supplied. Weare, NC.

To' the Committee of Observation for Queen Ann€'s County~

1IIARYLANDCOt7NCIL OF SAFETY TO DORCHESTER COUNTY
COMMITTEE.

[No. 74.] Annapolis,March 21,1776.

GE"''"TLE~N: We received yours of the 15th instant, by
Captain Woolford, and are much pleased to hear that the
!o.Iilitia of your COl,Inty behaved with so much spirit and
alacrity on the late alarm occasioned by the Otter sloop-
of-war and her tender's appearance in the bay; but, at
the same time, we are concerned to find they have so few
good arms among them. We doubt not but that. the same
noble and generous spirit, which induced thein to step forth
on the late occasion, in defence of our just rights and privi-
leges, and those of their feHow-citizens, will sUPPQrt them
under every difficulty they may have to encounter. You
may be assured that the Council will give them, as well as
every other pal1 of the Province, all the assistance in tl~eir
power. "Ve have ordered the arms and powder imported
by Captain TiMet, for the use of the Province, down to
Chestertown, fium whence the arms will be "distributed
among the regular troops stationed on the Eastem-Shore,
and a proportion of the powder sent to the Committee of
each County. Enclosed we send you our orders for the
distribution of the powder (which we have ordered to be
sent to Cambridge, to Mr.llarrison's care) by the.Coml11it-
tee of Kent County, and we hope will reach you by the
middle of next week, as also an order on the Treasurer
of the Eastern-Shore for the payment of the expenses of
sending forward that for TYorcester and Somerset Counties.
Upon the late alarm some powder was given into the hands.
of the Militia on this side Qf the bay, and we fear it will
be difficult to collect the greatest part of it again; and that
too much of what maYTemain with the people will be lost
to the publicl{. '\I"e recommend it to you, therefore, to de-
liver to the Captains on the water side. as much as you
may conceive will be sufficient, (taking their receipts,) with
orders not to distrihute it among the respective companies
\mtil there is a real necessity, and to keep the residue in
some convenient part of your County, where, upon any
emergency, the other companies may be readily supplied.

We have given Captain Woolford an order on Captain
Robson for the Provineial arms which we received fi'om the
Committee of Observation of Kent County, and we hope
soon to be able to completely ann his and the other Inde-
pendent Companies stationed on your shore.

Weare, NC.

To the Committee of Observation for Dorchester County.

PHILADELPHIA COTINTY COMMITTEE.

Philaddphia Coullty, March 21, 1776.

At a meeting of a considerable majority of the gentlemen
who have been chosen to serve for the ensuing year as a
Committee of Inspection and Observation for this County,
Colonel William lIamilton was appointed Chairman, and
Dr. Enoch Edwards, Secretary.

This Committee, after having observed that several Com-
mittees of the Province of Pennsylvania have recommended
tlle calling a Convention, and some of them proceeded to
nominate persons to represent them in the same,

Resolved, N. C. D., That it is the opinion of this Com-
mittee that the measure of calling a Convention is 'by no
means necessary at this time, as we trust that the honoura-
ble House of Assembly, now sitting, are ready to hear and
redress every grievance that is, or may properly be, laid
before them.

Resolved, That it be requested of all those gentlemen
who have undertakel1 to collect Donations for the Poor of
Boston, that they would pay their several sums into the'
hands of Mr. Joseph il'lathers, who is appointed Treasurer
for this year. .

Resolved, That John Bun, Esquire, Colonels William
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Hamilton, Robert Lewis, Doctors Chades Bensel, Samuel
Swift, Messi.eurs Juseph Mathers, Jonathan Pascall, and
Isaac Hughes, be appointed to serve as a Committ.ee of
Conespondence. .

Resolved, That it be recommended to those few Town-
ships which have yet neglected to choose a person to repre-
sent them in this Committee, that they would proceed to
do it as soon as possible, as their members will be expected
to attend when the Chairman shall think proper to call
another meeting.,

By order of the Committee:
ENOCH EDWARDS, SecretaT'lJ.

TO THE PEOPLE OF P~NNSYLVANIA.-LETTER III.

When I sat down to address you, a resoh'e or vote of
our Committee of Inspection for calling a Convention had
alarmed many good friends of the Province, on account of
our Charter Constitution; and, therefore, I determined freely
to examine the right of the Committee to convene such a
body, the necessity of their being convened, the powers
which they might assume, and the confusion such a mea-
sure must produce. But, in the evening of th~ same day
on which my first letter was published, we were acquainted,
"by order and in behalf of the Committee, that they had
recalled their former vote;" and therefore, as the resolution
for- tbis recall was probably formed be/(Jre my publication,
I shall claim no merit in it. The publick seems willing to
ascribe it to motives of prudence, suggested by the general
disapprobation of the Convention scheme, the zeal sho~n
among all ranks of people for the support of our ancient
Government by Assemblies, and the little prospect that any
regard would have been paid to the edicts of a body of
men constituted without qecessity, even if we could sup-
pose any number of our County Committt'es willing to
unite in assuming powers which were never delegated to
them.

But those who correspond in behalf of the Committee
give us other reasons than the above. They tell us that
they have held a "conference with several Members of
Assembly," and have, in behalf of this Province, told
them their duty; that the said members have promised all
future attention to the same; but that the Committee,
watchful for our good, and not wjJ]ing to trust them too far,
still hold the rod over them, and theref.}re have not annul-
led their vote, but have only been graciously }Jleased to for-
bear,." for the present, the forwarding the letters [or issuing
the writs ] for calling a Convention."

This is rather spoken in a lordly style, jf it be anything
more than the assuming language of the few who corres-
pond in the name of the Committee. Rut if there be those
who think a back door more honourah]e for a retreat than
the £'ont, I would not wound their dignity, nor throw a
straw in the way to retard them. It is probable that our
Assembly may now be permitted to exercise their own
judgment, without further attempts to intimidate them in
the discharge of the important trust committed to them by
the voice of their country; and therefore, as I would avoid
contention at all times, and especially at this dangerous
crisis, I shall likewise, for the present, forbear sending to
the Pmss everything which I had prepared in vindication
of our injured Representatives, except so far as relates to
Independency. But that topic I propose, as occasion offers,
to handle at some length; for I find the chief resentment
levelled against them, appears to be on account of their in-
structions to their Delegates. These, in the eyes of some
men, stand as an insurmountable barrier in the way of their
destructive purposes, and I trust will continue so to stand
till removed by the clear sense of an uncorrupted majority
of the good people of this Province. Without full proofs
of this, the Assembly can neither consent to any change of
our Constitution, or to make the least transfer of our alle-
giance; and these proofs ought to be more pure than what
can flow through the foul pages of interested writers, or
strangers intermeddling in our affairs, and avowedly press-
ing their Republick schemes upon us, at the risk of all we
hold valuable. Nor would I be willing to receive these
proofs from Committees, as proposed in the Evening Post
of the 9th instant, by one who signs himself" A Lover of
Order," but shQuld be styled an Author of COIjfusion.

"It would be proper (says he) that the constituents of

the Congress should declare their sentiments upon that head
[Independence] ,as soon as possible. This may be done by
the various Committees and Conventions on the Continent.
Their votes and resolves should determine the question in
the Congress. The first Congress was nothing but the
echo of Committeesand Conventions. In the present im-
pOl'tant question concerning Independence, the Congress
should only (as in the former case) echo back the senti-
ments of that people;" that is, of Committees and Conven-
tions. And thus we may be echoed and re-eehoed out of
our liberties, our property, our happiness, and plunged
deeper and deeper into all the growing horroursof war and
bloodshed, without ever being consulted. For I insIst upon
it, that no Committees were ever entrusted with any autllo-
rity to speak the sense of the people of Pennsylvania on
this question. I ha\'e already observed by how few voices
our largest Committee of a hundred was chosen; and I
know some Counties where the whole Committee was
named by six or seven voices only. At this rate, three or
four hundred people wou]d take upon them to declare t!.if)
sense pf as many hundred thousands, in a matter of the
greatest importance that ever came before us. Ciln you,
my countrymen, acquiesce in such a horrible doctrine? Or
does not the bare mention of it .still further convince you
that your liberties can nowhere be so safe as in the h<l!1ds
of your Representatives in ,Assembly? "Those who are not
inebriated with Independency will certainly allow, that the
instructions to their Delegates were dictated by the true
spirit of peace, justice, and exalted policy. Who so pro-
per to instruct them as those chosen by yourselves, not in
the ,hour of passion, riot, and confusion, but in the day of
peace and tranquil reflection?" These words I borrow
from a pamphlet just published, under the title of Plai1~
Tru,th; which I would recommend to your perusal, as con-
taining many judiciQuSremarks upon the mischievous tenets
and palpable absurdities held forth in the pamphlet so
falsely called Common 8en"e.

I have, in my second letter, freely declared my political
creed,. viz: "That the tru.e interest of America lies in re-
conciliation with Great Britain upon constitutional princi-
ples, and that I wish it upon none else," I now proceed
to give my reasons for this declaration. It is fit,in so great
a question, that rou shQuld weigh both sides well, and
exercise that good sense for which ,the inhabitants of tl:1ese
Colonies have been hitherto, distinguished; and then I
shall. be under .no apprehensions conceming the pernicious,
though specious plans, which are every day published in
our newspapers and pamphlets. The people generally
judge right, when the whole truth is plainly laid before
them; but through inattention in some, and fondness for
novelty in others, when but one side of a proposition is agi-
tated and persevered in, they may gradually deceive tfiem-
selves, and adopt what cooler reflection and future dear-
bought experience may prove to be ruinous.

Agriculture and commerce have hitherto been. the happy
employments, by which these Middle Colonies pave rispn
into wealth and importance. By them the face of the
country has been changed from a barren wilderness int~ the
hospitable abodes of peace and plenty. Without them,
we had either never existed as Americans, or existed only
as Savages. The oaks would still have possessed their na-
tive spots of earth, and never have appeared in tbe form of
ships and houses. What are now well cultivated .fields, or
flourishing cities, would pave remained only the solitary
haunts of wild beasts, or of men, equally wild.

That much of our 1()rmerfelicitywas owing to the protec-
tion,.ofEngland is not to be denied; and that we might still
derive great advantages from her protection and friendship,
if not valued at too high a price, is equaJIy certain; nor is
it worth inquiring whether that protection was afforded us
more for her own sake than ours. That the. former was
the caSfJ,more especially since the Colonies grew into con-
sequence, I have not the least doubt; but that this is a
reason for our rejecting any future connection with her I
must utterly deny. Although I consider her as having, in
her late conduct towards us, acted the part of a crueTstep-
dame, and not of a fostering parent; I would, not therefore
quatTelwith the benefits I may reap from a connection with
her, and can expect to reap nowhere else. If, by her
fleets and armies, every nation on the globe is detelTed
from invading our properties, either on the high-seas, in
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foreign countries,or on our own' coasts, ought we not, in
sound policy, to profit by her strength; and, without regard-
mg the motives of her conduct, embrace the opportunity of
becoming rich and powerful in her friendship, at an expense
far less than it would cost us merely to exist in alliance
with any other power?

If our present differences can be accommodated, there is
scarce a probability that she will ever renew the late fatal
system of policy, or attempt to employ a force against us.
But should she be so infatuated, at any future period, as to
think of subjugating us, either by the arts of corruption or
oppressive' exertions of power, can we entertain a doubt
but that we shall again, with a virtue equal to the present,
and with the weapons of defence in our hands (when neces-
sary) convince her that we are willing, by a constitutional
connection with her, to afford and receive reciprocal bene-
fits; but, although subjects of the same King, we will not
consent to be her slaves. It was on this ground, and not
for the purpose of trying new forms of Government, or
erecting separate independent States, "that America em-
barked in the present glorious contest." On this ground,
and upon none else, the Continental Union is fom1ed. On
this ground we have a powerful support among the true
sons of liberty in Great Britain; and lastly, upon this
ground, we have the utmost assurance of obtaining a full
redress of our grievances, and an ample security against any
future violation of our just rights. And if hereafter, in the
fulness of time, it shall be necessary to separate from the
land that gave birth to our ancestors, it will be in our state
of perfect manhood, when we can fully wield our own
arms, and protect our commerce and coasts by our own
fleets, without looking to any nation upon earth for assist-
ance.

This, I say, WaS our ground, and these our views, univer-
sally declared, from the origin of this contest till within a
few weeks ago, when some gleams of reconciliation began
first to break in upon us. If we now mean to change this
gmund, and reject all propositions of peace, from that mo-
ment we are deserted' by every advocate of our cause in
Great Britain; we falsify every declaration which the
Congress hath heretofore held forth in our behalf; we
abandon all prospect of preserving our importance by trade
and agriculture-the ancient, sure, and experienced road to
wealth and happiness.

In short, if thus contradicting all our former publick pro-
fessions, we should now affect Independency as our own
act, before it appears clearly to the world to have been
forced upon us by the cruel hand of the parent state, we
could neither hope for union nor success in the attempt.
We must be considered as a faithless people in the sight of
aU mankind, and could scarcely expect the confidence of
any nation upon earth, or look up to Heaven for its appro-
ving sentence. On the contrary, every convulsion attend-
ant upon revolutions and innovations of Government, un-
timely attempted or finally defeated, might be our portion;
added to the loss of trade for want,of protection; the con-
sequent decay of husbandry; bloodshed and desolation;
with an exchange of the easy and flourishing condition of
farmers and merchants, for a life, at best, of hardy poverty
as soldiers or hunters.

To see America reduced to such a situation may be the
choice of adventurers who have nothing to lose, or of men
exalted by the' present confusions into lucrative offices,
which they can hold no longer than the continuance of the
publick calamities. But can it be the wish of all that great
and valuable body of people in America, who, by honest
industry, have acquired a competency, and have experi-
enced a happier life? Can it be their wish, I say, for such
considerations, to have destruction continually before their
eyes; and to have enormous debts entailed upon them and
their posterity, till at length they have nothing left which
they can truly call their own?

I know the answers which will be given to these qu~s-
tions, and am prepared to reply to them, with thaUemper
and gravity which so Mrious a subject requires. It ,,,ill be
asserted-indeed it has already been asserted-that the ani-
mosities between Great Britain and the Colonies are now
advanced to such a height that reconciliation is impossible.
But assertions 'are nothing, when opposed to the nature of
things, the truth of history, and all past experience. The
quarrels of nations, being neither personal or private, can-

not stir up mutual hatred among individuals. There never
was, a war so implacable, even among States naturally
rivals and enemies, or among savages themselves, as not to
have peace for its object as well as end. And among peo-
ple naturally friends, and connected by every dearer tie,
who knows not that their quarrels (as those of lovers) are
often but a stronger renewal of love? In such cases, the
tide of affection, reverting to its course, is like that of water
long pent back, which,' at length bursting the opposing
mounds, breaks forward through its native channel, and
flows with redoubled vigour and increased velocity, to mix
itself with its parent main.

It has been further asserted, that we are able, with
our land forces, to defend ourselves against the whole world;
that if commerce be an advantage, we may command what
foreign alliances we please; that the moment we declare
ourseh'es an independent people, there are nations ready to
face the British thunder, and become the carriers of our
commodities for the sake of enriching themselves; that if
this were not the. case, we can soon build navies to force
and protect a trade; that a confederacy of the Colonies into,
one great Republick is preferable to Kingly Government,
which is the appointm('llt of the Devil, or at least repro-
bated by God; that those denominated wise men in our
own and foreign countries, who have been so lavish of their
eneomiumsupon the English Constitution, were but egreo-ious
fools; that it is nothing better than a bunglir)!l piece of ma-
chinery, standing in need of constant checks t~ regu1ate and
continue its motions; that the nation itself is but one mass
of corruption, having at its head a Royal brute, a hardened
Pharaoh, delighting in blood ; that we never can enjoy
liberty in connection with such a country; and, therefore,
all the hardships mentioned above, and a thousand times
morc, if necessary, are to be endured for the preservation of
our rights.

If these things had been as fillly prove.d as they are boldly
asserted by the authors of what is called C01'l,lmnnSense, I
should here drop my pen, and, through the short remainder
of life, take my chance of whatever miseries Providence
may have in reserve for this land, as I know of none else to
which I can retire. But as these doctrines contradict every-
thing which we have hitherto been ta\l<,.ht to be1ieve re-
specting Government, I hope you, my °dear countrymen,
have yet kept one ear open to hear what answer may be
given in my future letters.

C ATO.

Postscript.
Cato to Tibcrins, grectin,~.-Questions eivilly proposed

deserve a civil answer, whIch shall be speedily given to
those of Tiberins. Urbanity becomes us Romans; and
Cato is proud to correspond with one assuming that charac-
ter, although he is not fond of the imperial name. He has
no quarrel with our Committee as a publick body, and. re-
gards many of the members as fit to fill any station to which
they may be called by their country. If he cannot support
his charges against the individuals who projected the Con-
vention scheme, he will cheerfuHy acknowledge his mistake.
He never expected to finish these letters without opposition.
The question is, whether the liberty and happiness of Arne-
rica can be best secured by a constitutional reconciliation
with Great Britain, or by a total separation fium it? Cato
is willing to be jUfJged by his countrymen, when the whole
of his arguments shaH be submitted to them. Whatever
may be insinuated before that timf', he will scarce think
worthy of regard; and it was rather unbecoming TiberiU!J,
so early in the dispute to suggest that" the sentiments (in
the letters) may resemble a modern, more than an ancient,
Cato, who will consent 'to live a slave rather than to die
free." The inaccuracy of expression, in making sentiments
resemble men, may be passed over; for where a person's
meaning can be picked out, in such a contest as this, Cato
despises a war about words.

'

N. B. The twelve queries iri the Evening Post are,' in
substance, the same as the questions of Tiberius, and the
same answer will serve for both.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GEl\"ERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, Thursday Evening, Mar,?h 21, 1775.

SIR: I am this moment honoured with your favour of
the 13th by express, which I shall lay before Congress in
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casion. 'We also beg they may not be detained from their
suffering farms any longer than may be found very neces-
~ry.

'
The.authority pointed out to us in Y0u,r Lordship's letter

for cal1mg out those men, leaves us no kmd of doubt but it
became our duty to comply with the requisition; and believe
it, my Lord, we cannot be happier than in affording every
possible assistance in our power at all times, to the hithcrto
successful struggle of the United Colonies.

Mr. John Doughty, to whom we have thought it most
advisable to give the command of our detachment, is Adju-
tantto our regiment; but we beg he may be appointed to
the rank and character of a Major, while he is out on the
present service with the ,detachment, and so recommend
him as a very worthy and fit person. If this .should not be
agreeable, we hope your Lordship wiJI have no objections
to our sending down a commissioned Field-Officer from the
regiment.

'We would also request of your Lordship that, as there is
a probability (as we conceive) of a further detachment from
this County, that we may remain a separate corps, and not
be joined to those of another County. This, if agreeable
to your Lordship, would be very much so to us.

Doctor Jabez Canfield comes out as Quartennaster to
the detachment.

We have nothing to add but our compliments to YOllr
Lordship, and wishes for your good health and prosperity,

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESSTO THOMASHANSONANDOTHERS. and hearty prayers for the success of the American arm.s.
Philadelphia,March21, 1776. ~e are, my Lord, your Lordship's most humble and

G Y h .' d k h f obedIent servantsENTLEMEN: ou aVlllgenga~e to ta e c arge 0 two ' JACOB FORD JUN.
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, which I have delivered. ELLIS COOK~. '
you in three boxes, I am to desire you wil1 proceed with as To Lord Stirling.
much expedition as possible, and deliver the same money at
Cambridge to James Warren, Esq., Paymaster, or to _the
order of Geneml TfTashington,and take a receipt therefor.

All Committees, and officers in the Continental Army,
are requested to afford you an the aid you require on your
journey.

Should you meet General Washington on the road, you
win deliver the letters to. him, and follow his orders; but
you are by no means to be interrupted or counter-ordered
by any other officer whatever.

I wish you a pleasant journey, and am, gentlemen, your
most obedient servant, J H P .

d tORN ANCOCK, rest en.
,

To ThomasHanson, John Donaldson,and il'losesFranks,
Esquires.

the morning. I expect immediately to be ordered to des-
.patch the fi~t by Fessenden to you, whcn I shall have the
honour to ,write you very particularly.

This is only to inform you that I haw' sent two hundred
and fifty thousand donars for the use of the Army under
your command, to the care of Thomas Hanson, John Don-
aldson, and MosesFranks, Esquires,gentlemen of charac-
ter, who, I am confident, will meet your notice.

I am, with the fullest sentiments of esteem, sir, your very
humble servant J

.

H P
.
d' ORN ANCOCK, restent.

To His ExceUency General Washington.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO COLONEL WARREN.

Philadelphia, March 21, 1776.

Sm: I have now only time to inform you that I have
sent, packed in three boxes, two hundred and fifty thousand
doUars for the use of the Army, under the care of Thomas
Hanson, John Donaldson, and ,Moses ~Pranks, Esquires,,

gentlemen of character, and who I beg may meet your no-
tice and civilities.

, I am so engaged,I cannot add but that I am, with re-
spect, sir, your very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To Honourable Colonel Warren, Paymaster.

JAMES DUANE TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, March 21, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The bearer, Mr.. Carpenter Wharton, is
Commissary for the Pennsylvania Troops. He supplies
them by contract, at seven pence per ration. He wi]! pro-
bably make the same offer for the rest of the Army in the
Middle Department; and unless others wiII be equally rea-
sonable, must be entitled to a preference, it being the inten-
tion of Congress to have their armies supplied on the easiest
tenDS. He supports a very fair character in this place, and
is well connected.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, with the utmost re-
gard, your most obedient humble servant,

JAMES DUANE.

To the Honourable Convention of New- York.

CAPTAINS FORD AND COOKE TO LORD STIRLING.

Morris County, March 21, 1776.

My LORD: In consequence of a letter written by your
Lordship to Mr. Alexander Carmichael, Chairman of the
Committee of this County, dated at New- York, the 17th
instant, reques~ing three hundred of the Militia' to come over
to your assistance, we have this day marched a detachment
of one hundred and fifty soldiers, (exclusive of officers,) in
two companies, from the First Regiment in this County,
(which we have the honoUT, as Colonels thereof, to com-
mand,) under some of QUI'MiJitia officers, as you wiI1 see
by the enclosed muster.;roH. . We beg, my Lord, that they
ma~ be wen used, and in the like manner provided for, of
WhlCQ.wecannot have any doubt, and which will encourage
our men to 'turn out with cheerfulness upon any future oc-

RoJl and Return of the detachment marched fi'om the
First Regiment of l\'1i1itiain the County of Morris, under
the command of John D01,lghty, appointed to .the detach-
ment, this 21st of March, 1776:

First Company: Peter Layton, Captain; Henry Dore-
mus, First Lieutenant; Anthony Joline, Second Lieutenant;
Samuel Oliver, Ensign; four Sergeants; four CorporaJs;
sixty-seven Privates.

Second Company: Sylvanus Seely, Captain; Obadiah
Kitchell, First Lieutenant; Israel Ward, Second Lieutenant;
Benjamin Southard, Ensign; four Sergeants; four Corpo-
rals; sixty-seven Privates.

Jabez Canfield, Quartermaster.
JACOB FORD, JUN:,
ELLIS COOKE.

LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDENT OF C..QNGRESS.
_"Y-

[Read March 25, 1776.]
.~

New-York, March 21, 1776.

DEAR SIR: On receiving inteUigence from Cambridgc-
verba]]y, by Colonel Bull, that the troops ord~red to tbis
place from Cambridge were an cOQntermand,edexcept one
regiment, General Thompson has directed five tons of the
powder to proceed for General Washington's camp; the
rest will foUowin a day or two, when it will be in condi-
tion for so long land carriage. The absolute necessity of
shifting it into other stron.gcasks, would have made this delay
necessary, had there been no other reasons.

I am your most humbleservart,

To the Honourable John Hancock.
STIRLING.

PETER T. CURTENIUS TO THE NEW-YQRK COMMITTEE OF

SAFFTY.

New-York, March 21,1776.

GENTLEMEN:Enclosed is an estimate what the artieJes
will amount to which you have given me orders to purchase.
I have no cash in hand. Should be glad if you will please
to giv~,me an order on the Treasurer for the amount.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
,

PETER T. CU:RTENIUS.
Tothe CO!llmitteeof Safety in New-York.

P. S. Besides the enclosed, Lord Stirling will ask of
the Congress to get intrenching tools made for ten thousand
men, which wilJ take more cash.
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Am01mt of Sundries I am ordered to purchase by Congres.~,
as per their order of the 26th of FEBRUARY,1776, and
sundry other orders, viz :

2,752 Hunting Frocks, limited at 10s. 8d. £1,467 14
2,752 Felt Hats, upon an average will

cost about 68. per piece,
2,752 pairs Yarn Stockings, from 4s. 6d.

to 5s. 6d.-say 5s.
2,752 pairs of Shoes, at 8s.
2,752 Blankets, at 16s.
2,7.52 Canteens-156 forO~cers-2,908,

at 3s.
458CampKettles,at 8s. . - - - -
1,566 Cartouch Boxes, (1,122 being bought

by Mrs. Smith,) at 14s. - - - -
1,566 Gun Slings,at. Is. 6d. - - -
2,908 Knapsacks,at about 2s. 6d. - -
2,752 Tomahawks, ground, and handles,

at 2s.6d. - - -
32 Drum Cases, at 5s. -
32 Drums, at 60s.
32 Fifes, at 6s.
700 Bill-Hooks, at 5s. - -
12 Field-Officers' Tents, at about £25 -
2,688 Muskets will average at least 75s. -

The price of tents
depends on the
price of duck. If

.32 Captains' Tents, I must give £5
32 Lieutenants' " 10s. for Raven's
16 Ensigns' "duck, they will
4 Adjutants' " cost full what I
4 Quarterm'sters'"

1

have estimated.
4 Chaplains' " A square tent
4 Surgeons' " takes a piece of

-

l

duck, and ma-
96, at about £8 per king 52s. A sol-

piece, diers' 21 yds., at
about 3d. pr yd.,

. and making, 16s.
108 Tent Bags, at 5s. - -
108 Valises, at about 40s.
450 Soldiers' Tents, at about 80s.

o
o
o BENJAMIN BIRDSALL TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

o At Oystcr-Bay, Southwest Neck, March 21,1776. -

o GENTLEMEN OF THE PROVINCIAL CONGRESS IN NEw-o YORK: I think myself bound in duty to inform you of the
o conduct of the people in the southeasternmos.! part of our

County of Qaeen's County, where I am weIT acquainted.
I here enclose a song, that is publickly and 1i'equently sung
with joy and jollity, and healths drank" Damnation to the
Congress." Such publick conduct, I conceive, is detrimental
to the publick union Ii friendship in our County-to the
American cause now in contest with Great Britain. I, for
my own part, rely my t11.lstand confidence in the Conti-

o nental and Provincial Congress; and depend tbey will take
all methods that to them may seem advantageous for the
safety of our country, and the more perfect union of the
people. I can say OUl'Queen's County has been, and still
is, in a surprising situation, and dangerous to the welfare of
our country, and in remarkable contradiction with those who
arc actually friends to the cause of America; and unless
some particular resolves should be shortly passed for the

o better regulating said County, and by its being in some way
o re<Tulated by the Congress military law, I apprehend it will
o gr~w worse, instead of better. I am ready and free to dis-

charge any reqnest in my power for the protection of my
country, at eithcr the call of the Continental or Provincial
Congress; and therefore J pray that, until a perfect peace
may be finally settled with you, (the Congress and Great
Britain,) you may stand fast in the light, with that true
guide in Con <Tress,that will support and protect advanta-
geous laws fo~the protection of your friends, and a perfect

o union in and throughout all the thirteen United Colonies-
and more, all the friends to the American cause, be they
where they may.o From your most obedient and humble servant,o .

BENJAMIN BIRDSALL.
o

To the Honourable Provincial Congress in NeU'-York.

400 0 0
200

TO THE FREEBORN SONS OF AMERICA IN GENERAL, AND

OF CONNECTICUT IN PARTICULAR.

New-York, March 21, 1776.

My DEARCOUNTRY!.fEN:As the American separation
and independence is now seriously thought of, and realized
by our friends as an event near at hand, and reconciliation
despaired of as a thing utterly impracticable, if not impos-

600 0 0 sible, it is high time to attend in good earnest to the dictates
150 0 0 of common sense, and to be collecting the materials and

laying the plan for a more sound ConStitution and perfect

240 0 0 scheme of Government among ourselves, that will never wax

52 10 0 old or decay, nor prove rotten and defective, as all others

150 0 0 of human invention have done; but be so wise, permanent,

360 0 0 and solid, as to stand in full vigour and glory as long as the

150 0 0 sun and moon e?dureth, and afford, to every indivi?ual in

125 0 0 the present and III all future generatIOnsample secunty and

390 0 0 indemnification of his life, his liberty, and property. Then
our peace will be as a river, and our righteousness as the

£25,241 9 8 waves of the sea. .
3,100 bushels Salt, and freight up, about 500.~ To accomplish this important work, the present happy Con-

;£25,741 9 8 tinental Union must, by a solemn stipulation or confederation__ of all the Colonies, be established and ratified, to endu,re till
29

£22,340 17 8
~.-----------.------...--..-

Order of the 4th MARCil.
600 fathom Tarred Rope, at 70s. per cwt.

Can't say how much the rope will
amount to until I know the weight.

2 Fishing-Nets, about £15 } _

Ropes for Fishing~Nets,
Order of 28th FEBRUARY.

100 barrels Pitch, at 30s. - - -
10 barrels Turpentine, at 30s. - -
2 tons of Oakum, at £40
A large Chain, by General Lee's order,

100 fathom long, 2-inch link, about -
Order for 10 sets Pump Boxes, at 4s. -
Order for Drag Ropes.' Cannot say how

much they will weigh.
122Gimletsforpriming,at Is. - - -
Order for 500 loads of Timber and Boards

for the Carpenter's Shop; which is im-
possible to tell until the accounts come
in. If I knew how many feet, I could
tell. Captain Post says about --

3 Medicine Chests, about £50 each,
Order of 10th FEBRUARY.

600 Pickaxes, with helves, at 8s.
300Hatchets,at 3~.6d. - - - -
500 Handbarrows, at 6s.
300 Wheelbarrows, at 24s.
200 Crowbars, about 6,000 wt., at 6d.
500 Shovels, with handles, about 5s. - -
Balance of Bal1'ackmaster's account, - -

- - - -

FOURTH SERtES.-VOL. v.

825 12

688 0
1,100 16
2,201 12

436
183

1,096 4
117 9
368 10

344 0
8 0

96 0
9 12

175 0
300 0

10,080 0

768

~7
216

1,8:32

£30

150
15
80

4
4

WILLL\i'l POWELl, TO NEW-YORK COIDII_TTEE OF SAFETY.

New-York, March 21,1776.

Yesterday I made application to your honourable House
8 for a permit to go on board the man-of-war, and am really

sanoyI am thus under the necessity of being troublesome.
o Ruin may be the consequence to me as an individual. My

property as a merchant of St. Christopher's, and in the
o vessel, is all I have to subsist on. My application to Cap-
O tain Parker is grounded on every circumstance that oughto to induce him to let me pass: my wife going with me;

myself as_an inhabitant of St. Kitts, as appears by my re-
O gister; a West-India l.'lmily with me; the vessel in ballast.
o On the other hand, my all at stake if I am taken going from

hence, or in the Islands, unless I get the permit. All which
o I humbly submit to your consideration; and am, sir, your

g most obedient servant, WILLIAMPOWELl..
To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, New- York.

o

o
o
o

o

o
o
o

6 o



4.51 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &e., MARCH, 1776. 45~

time shan be no more, to the mutual benefit and advantage
of all concerned; and some general regulations come into
respecting trade and comrnerce, and provision made for the
military defence of the Continent against an invading foe;
and a standing Congress agreed upon, something in the form
of the present, to be chosen by the fi'eemen of the Colonies,
to be entrusted with a superintending power over them
for the time being, to decide disputes and adjust differences
that may arise between one Colony and another; to prepare
for war, or settle peace, as occasion shall require; and to
direct all commercial and Continental affairs, &c.

The internal policy of each Prov,ipce will come next
under consideration; as to which, since their usage ~nd cus-
toms in civil and judicial affairs have heretofore been so dif-
ferent, the one from the other, it cannot he expected there
will be an exact uniformity among them; though it would

. be happy if they might agree in all essential particulars; as
it would tend to cement their union, and make them coalesce
as one Continental body politick, and prevent all vain-glory-
ing and boasting, that lesser distinctions might be swallowed
up in a laudable emulation to support and vindicate their
honour as Americans. This nice, delicate business of set-
tling internal policy and government will be much more
difficult in some Colonies than others, as the change and
alteration will be greater when the proposed revolution takes
place. As. Connecticnt, I apprehend it may be efIected
with the utmost ease, should they only form a new instru-
ment, as the charter of a free corporation, to establish and
confirm the rights and properties of the people, and substi-
tute the respectable, august name of Congress, or whatever
title was assumed by the ruling Sta~es of America, instead
of that of Majesty. They might, in all other respects, go
on in their old forms, as to their General Assemblies, Courts
of Judicature, &c. Connecticut, from the beginning, has
been a free State, and proved a nursery of freemen; and
though but small in compass, yet can afford more able-
bodied, effective men, for publick service, and lar~er quan-
tities of good provision for an army, than perhaps any spot
of earth on the globe of the like bigness and extent; which
is owing, I i~agine, to the inhabitants being educated in a
spirit of liberty and industry, frugality, and good economy.
I could wish that her liberal form of Government might be
looked into by our sister Colonies, and what they find ex-
cellent in it might be adopted for their good. Not that I
would propose it as a perfect model' and plan; for I am full
in the opinion that it is capable of much emendation and
improvement, and that the people, as the v grow in wisdom
and knowledge, will alter the manner o{ their conduct in
sundry particulars, and be so careful of their rights as not to
trust such matters to the managemeDt and disposal of others
whicb belong to themselves. All authQrity and power in'
this Colony, it is allowed, originates and derives from the
right source, viz. from the People. From hence it is inferred,
and strongly asserted by many, that no man can come into
publick office only by their free choice and election; which
is not true, unless the doings of the Governour, Council, and
Representatives, chosen by them, may be considered, in all
respects, as the doings of the people. The said peopk bave
all that liberty and freedom I could wish for in annually
choosing their Governour and Council, and their Representa-
tives, spring and fall. But it is my humble opinion that they
arc not wise and prudent to entrust them wholly and abso-
lutely with the disposal of all lucrative posts, offices, and
commissions: these are the inherent right of the people, and
ought to be looked upon as their gift to the person that
enjoys therp, and not the gift of such as they have appointed.
to serve them as rulers. If the people would keep this right
and power in their own hands at large, as they certainly
might do wiJhout much difficulty, it would effectually shut
the door against the mean, wicked arts of bribery and cor-
ruption, and be the strongest guard and bulwark for liberty,
aO'ainst all approaches of despotism and tyranny. As thG
fr~emen are annually assembled in a pub]ick meeting to put
in their votes and suffrages for a Governour, Counsellors,
and Representatives, why might they not, at the same meet-
ing, nominate and appoint a number of well-qualified per-
sons to be ~ommissioned for the peace, and in each County
a Sheriff; Judges for the County Court, Field-Officers for
the Regiment, within their bounds, as often as is necessary ?
And why might not Judges for the Superior Court be thus
chosen by the freemen of the Colony as weU as their Coun-

sellors, &c.? But, however this is, I insist upon it, that, as
to inferior Magistrates-such as Justices of the Peace, on
whose virtuous and exemplary conduct the peace and good
order of society do su much depend-none ought to be ad-
mitted into the commission but only by the free choice and
election of the people they are to serve; who, without dis-
pute, are 'better acquainted with the talents, qualifications,
and conduct, of persons in their several districts than their
Representati\'es, and have a fuller knowledge of the dispo-
sition of their neighbours, and can make a wiser judgment
whether they are friends or enemies to the rights and ]iber-
ties of mankind, and discover who may be safely trusted
with such an office, and who is most likely to be useful in
it, by promoting the publick good of society, and acting as
a Minister of God for good; besides, the people at large are
not so liable to be corrupted and bribed as are a few indi-
viduals whom they may choose to represent them. A
wicked Magistrate-that Joves the husiness of the law, or at
least the profits of it, the wages of unrighteousness, and uses
his art and influence to stir up strife and contention, angry
debates, and law-suits, in neighbourhoods and societies, and
has evil-doers for his chosen companions--cannot, with pro-
priety, be called a Justice of the Peace--but a promoter of
discord and confusion; and will be a plague and. vexation to
mankind in all his connections, and be the object of tbeir
detestation. No business that can be done by the people
themselves should ever be trusted to their Delegates. The
observation of this easy maxim, which is agreeable to com-
mon sense, would prevent a multitude of mischief and con-
fusion in the world. But not. to enlarge; should the other
Colonies examine tbe internal policy and Government of
Connecticut, in order to draw any plan from it, it is to be
hoped that they will distinguish her excellences from her
defects and imperfections, and that the inhabitants them-
selves may, in time, grow wiser, and better understand
these things that so nearly relate to their well-being and
happiness.

GENERAL SCHGYLER' TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read March 29, 1776, and referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrison, and
Mr. S. Ad'\ffis.]

Albany, March 21,17"/6.

SIR: Yesterday I was honoured with your polite favour
of the 7th instant. It is in vain for me to attempt a descrip-
tion of the sentiments it has inspired me with. Let it sut:.
fice that I will attempt, in the discharge of my duty to Con-
gress and my dear countlY, to render a series of thanks.

Five Companies of Colonel Burrell's are 'arrived; the
remaining three are daily expected. One of Colonel St.
Clair's is also come up; and I hope the whole will soon be
here.

I am exceedingly happy to learn that the gentlemen
Commissioners will be here so soon, They will experience
all that attentioJ1 which is due to their merit and the respect-
able body by whom they are sent.

Colonel Allen is not yet ani.ved. He will meet with a
reception consonant with that esteem and respect which I
have the honour to entertain for you.

I am, sir, most sincerely and respectfully, your obedient,
humble servant

.,
PHILIP SCHUYI,EI\.

To John Haru;ock, Esquire.

}IAJOR FRENCH AND OTHERS (PRISONERS) TO CONTlXEN-

TAL CONGRESS.

[Read May 7, 1776.]

Haltford, Connecticut, March 21,1776.

The undersigned, Officers of his Majesty's Troops, prison-
ers at Ilartford, in Connecticut, beg leave to make the fo]-
lowing representation to the honourab1e Continental Con-
gress :

Captain Williams, Lieutenant Smith of the Royal Artil-
lery, and Captain McKay, made prisoners at St. John's
desire to join Major Preston, and that garrison, at Laru:aster:
or elsewhere.

Captain Williams, late commanding officer of the Artil-
lery at St. John's, represents that1 in 'consequence of capitu-
lation, he went to Montreal, as Quartermaster of Artillery
and Lieutenant Smith marched with Major Preston and th~
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re$t of the garrison at Albany, and came llltO this Province,
where Captain Williams joined them about five weeks since
on his return from ~~Iontreal. That he applied to the Com-
mittee at Hartford to forward him and the Arti]]ery to Lan-
caster, and also wrote to :Major Preston to app1y to the
honourab1e Continenta1 Congress for that purpose; but,
having received no answer from Major Preston, he appre-
hends his 1etter miscarried.

He also begs leave to represent that he is informed it is not
the desire of Congress tQ anow any of the prisoners (at least
those under capitulation) to in1ist in the Continental sen-ice;
notwithstanding which, two matrosses of St. John's garrison,
after taking an unfair advantage by receiving their dothing,
subsistence, &c., have inlisted, and several others have sold
their dothing.

.
He presumes that these abuses arise from

the Arti]]ery (though few in number) being dispersed about
the country, so far beyond the narrow limits of the six miles
assigned to him, that an officer can take no charge of them.
By this means, the spirit of the St. John's capitulation is
entirely defeated in respect of that artide whieh provides
for the garrison being together, and which would have been
the case had not the above mistake happened.

He further represents (as well as the undersi~ned officers,
also prisoners at .Hartford) that, notwithstandmg it is their
earnest wish and design to avoid giving any just and reason-
able cause of offence to the inhabitants in their neighbour-
hood, yet the most trivial incidents are industriously misre-
presented and maliciously propagated through the country,
insomuch that their personal safety is actually endangered
by mobs, there being none of the Continental Troops here
to grant them a safeguard. They have only to add, that,
in case the honourable Continental Congress shall think pro-
per to comply with their request, (the cheapest way moving
them being by water,) they would apply to his Majesty's
Admiral-in-Chief to grant a passport for that purpose.

They take the liberty of enclosing a paragraph from the
last Hartford paper, by which the honourable Continental
Con,~ress will see another method made use of to inflame
the minds of the people against them. .

CHRISTOPHER FRENCH, 1tlajor 22d Regt.
EDWARD Wn,LIA1US, Capt. of Artillery.
JOHN ROTTON, EnlJign 47th Regt.
BENJAMIN HILL, Lieut. 5th Regt.
SA}IDEL McKAY.
JOSEPH MOLANP, Ensign 26th Regt.
THOMAS McDERMOTT, Volunteer 16th Regt.
TH01lIAS SANDORS,Surgeon.
JOHN SMITH, Lieut. of Artillery,
WILLLUI DELAPLACE, Capt. 26th Regt.

[Extract from the Connecticut Courant, enclosed in the preceding
L.tter, ]

"
Colonel Ethan Allen, with thirty other prisoners, Ly the

latest accounts are arrived in England, and honoured with
apartments in a close prison. As the Colonel left America
in irons} it is probable he \vill wear those badges of Royal
clemency during his abode in those dreary mansions. This
mode of using prisoners must essential1y affect the situation
of an equal number of those whom the fortune of war
has put into our power; the same mete that they measure,
by the laws of reason and retaliation must be measured to
them again. Severity with the Americans, whose hearts are
softened by the benevolent spirit of Christianity, is a strange
worl\:; but the safety of the country, in the present case,
requlres it.

"Those we have taken prisoners, have received gentle
usage, and had ,great indulgences hitherto. This, none but
an ingrate, and such as have forfeited every blessing of life,
wi11 deny. The Americans, in exercising rigour, are out
of their element. Their humane dispositions recoil at the
thought. Though they are sensible of injuries, and of the
wrong use which some worthless prisoners make of their
humanity, yet they are exceeding 10th to show themselves
severe toward those entirely at their mercy, and whose tem-
poral existence must cease at their pleasure. But the savage
disposition of the King and his minions obstructs the exer-
cise of mercy in the above instance, and forces the Ameri-
cans, from their natural bias, to vindictive measures. As we
have none of equal rank, the shackling of two Majors will
scarcely be deemed an equivalent for a Colonel. However,
I trust a line of distinction will be. drawn betwecn the pre-

cious and the vile, ant;! that those prisoners of a humane and
noble disposition will be excused from sufferino- any disad-
vantage on this score; whilst the disorderly, the haughty,
and peevish, and those ,,;ho delight in mischief and blood,
are singled out as proper objects of the justice and severity
of America.

.

HUMA1'."Us."

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO LORD STIRLING.

Lebanon, March 21, 1776.

l\h LORD: I received your favour of the 17th, the last
evening, by Lieutenant Betts. I have now, on the com-
mencement of a correspondence, to congratulate you on
your late appointment; and from your known zeal in the
great American cause, and your abilities to serve it, I can-
not but form pleasing expectations. I have also to congratu-
late you on the shameful retreat of Generalllowe and his
Army from Boston, which city they have actual1y abandoned,
and a detachment of General Washington's took full posses-
sion the last Sabbath day. They have left it in a less ruin-
ous situation than was expected-their own works entire,
about thirty l<!.rge cannon spiked up, and a considerable
quantity of wheat; and are now lying in the road, (supposed
for a wind,) very probably designing a descent on New-
Y01'k, or parts adjacent. I am extremely pleased to hear
that you are taking every step in your power to be prepared
for their reception. It is of vast importance to prevent
their establishing themselves there.

His Excellency General TYashington, well aware of their
designs, had, by his letter of the 14th, earnestly requested
me to throw in two -th<'llsand men from this Colony for the
same purposes mentioned aJ)d requested by your Lordship,
until he could arrive there with the Army under his com-
mand, large detachments Qf which are now on the march.
In consequence of which, I had, with the advice of my Coun-
cil of Safety, despatched orders, on the 19th, for nearly that
number of our Militia to march forthwith fi'Om the nearest
frontiers of this Colony to New- York, under the command
of Colonels :S'illiman and Talcott. It is not time yet to
hear what progress they have made; but I hope and be-
lieve as good as the nature of the thing will admit, and that
they will very soon be with you. Thus I have, and doubt
not but you will have, much pleasure to find your request
anticipated.

I am happy to hear that our regiments now with you
have done themselves the honour to meet with your appro-
bation, and have no doubt but they, and our men in gene-
ral, will continue to do so, and to serve their country well,
while they meet with generous usage from their command-
ers; and have no doubt but they will ever experience it
from a nobleman of your distinguished generosity and po-
liteness.

I expect and depend that Colonels Waterbury and Ward's
Regiments wi1l remain in the serv:ice, or the greater part of
them, till th~y can be properly relieved and spared, and
have written them accordingly; you win please to repeat to
them my request for that purpose, and that, in the highest
probability, a great part of the main Army win soon be
there.

The troops now sending from us, you wi1l perceive, were
requested by the General for such term till they might be
relieved by his Army. If it should be necessary to have a
regiment raised and stationed there for this season, you may
rely on it that nothing in my power shan be wanting to serve
this great and just cause in this or any other way. Colonel
Dyer and Colonel Williams, (two gentlemen of my Council,)
will wait on you next week, on their way to Philadelphi(1,
and will be instructed to confer with your Lordship on this
or any other subject you may think proper, whereby the
important common interest of this much injured country may
be promoted.

I have the honour to be, with sentiments of great esteem,
your Lordship's .most obedient and very humble servant,

JONAT"HAN TRUMBULL.

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO GENER,AL SCHUYLER.

Lebanon, March 21,1776.

SIR : Your esteemed favour of the 9th instant was deliver-
ed me the 15th, per Bennett. Our Treasurer's chest remain:;

...
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dry, as well as your Paymaster's; but hope they will both
be soon replenished.

My attention has been taken up by tbe late movements
of the enemy at Boston, and their appearance of evacuating
the town, and removing (as is supposed) to New- York, tbe
Jerseys, or Long-Island, to order eighteen hundred of our
Militia to maintain the important post of New- York. (Being
destitute of bills to exchange for silver or gold, I have made
no attempts for that purpose, and fear but little can be done
here.) Besides this number, Colonels TVaterburyand Ward,
with two battalions from Connecticut of seven hundred and
fifty men eacb, have been some time at that place. I yester-
day afternoon received letters from the honourable Conti-
nental Congress and from Lord Stirling, requesting to do
what was ordered the day before; that is, to send for-
ward a number of our Militia. The works in that qnarter
are now going on briskly, and hope they will soon be in
readiness to prevent the mischievous operations of our ene-
mIes.

Forty-one of tbe old gun-barrels you sent me from Ticon-
deroga were fitted up and sent forward to General Washing-
ton. They make very good arms. The great difficulty.is to
get gun-locks for them; but shall, notwithstanding, make
out of the one hundred and eighty about one hundred and
seventy that prove good. If more old barrels arc to be had
from Crown-Point, as I am told, and many parts of gun-
locks, I shall be glad to receive as many of both as can be
had.

I do most sincerely congratulate you on the success of
General Washington. The enemy evacuated Boston last
Sunday. Boston is now open. The poor inhabitants are
greatly emaciated from their want of provisions, and rejoiced
for their happy deliverance. The most of the Tories are
gone off with the troops. The cattle remain in the enemy's
hands, but hope they will soon be in ours. They have car-
ried off the unhappy prisoners, it is said, in irons. Is it not
time to retaliate? They bave done all the mischief in their
power. Hitherto the Lord hath helped us. May we ever
thankfully acknowledge his mercies.

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your obedient,
humble servant,

JONATHAN TRUMBULL.

To Major-General Schuyler.

JOSIAH \tUINCY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Braintree, March 21, 17,'6.
.

MAY IT PLEASE YO{;"R EXCELLENCY: Nothing less than

an inveterate nervous head-ache has prevented my paying,
in person, those compliments of congratulation which are
due to you from every friend to liberty and the rights of
mankind, upon your triumphant and almost bloodless vic-
tory, in forcing the British Army and Navy to a precipitate
flight from tbe capital of this Colony. A grateful heart
now dictates them to a trembling hand, in humble confidence
of your favourable reception.

Whilst the faitbful page of history records the British
codes of blood against America, carried into execution by
military murderers, to the utter destruction of the British
empire, and the eternal jnfamy of those who devised them;
you, sir, must be happy, I hope, in the unenvied certain-
ty, in the unrivalled glory of having your name handed
down to posterity with the illustrious character of being
the Saviour of your country! God grant that the success
of your future endeavours for its safety and prosperity mar
be equal to the past, and an adequate reward to your ment
in both.

Since the ships and troops fell down below, we have been
apprehensive of an attack fi1)m their boats, in pursuit of
live-stock; but yesterday, in the afternoon, we were hap-
pily relieved by the appearance of a number of whale-boats
stretching across our bay, under the command (as I have since
heard) of the brave Lieutenant-Colonel Tupper, who, in the
forenoon had been cannonading the ships with one or more
field-pieces from the east head of Thompson's Island, and
I suppose last night cannonaded them again from the same
place, or from Spectacle-Island.

This judicious manreuvre had its genuine effect; for, this
morning, theAdmiral and all the rest of the ships, except
one of the line; came to sail, and fell down to Nantasket-
Road, where a countless number is now collected. In

revenge: for their burning the Castle last night, were we pro-
vided with a sufficient number of fire-ships and fire-rafts,
covered by the smoke of cannon fi'om a few row-galleys,
this night might exhibit the most glorious conflagration that
was ever seen upon the \vatery element; and the probable
consequence of it, a period to the present war. Otherwise,
humanity revolts at the destruction of so great a number, even
of our enemies.

If my wishes must not be gratified, either in a visit to, or
fi'ol11your Excelkncy, the best I can form will constantly
attend you, whilst memory and reflection are continued to
your Excellency's faithful and obedient, humble servant,

JOSIAH QUINCY.

To General Washington.

By His Excellency GEORGEW ASHINGTON,Esquire, Gn/erul
and Commander-in- ChieJ oj the Forces oj the Thirteen
United Colonies.

'Whereas the Ministerial Army have abandoned the town
of Boston, and the forces of the United Colonies, under my
command, are in possession of the same:

I have, tberefore, thought it necessary for the preserva-
tion of peace, good order, and discipline, to publish the fol.
lowing Orders, that no person offending therein may plead
ignorance as an excuse for their misconduct..

All Officers and Soldiers are hereby ordered to live in
the strictest peace and amity with the inhabitants; and no
inhabitant, or other person, employed in his lawful busi-
ness in the town, is to be molested in his person or property
on any pretence whatever. If any Oflicer or Soldier shall
presume to strike, imprison, or otherwise ill treat any of the
inhabitants, they may depend on being punished with the
utmost severity. And if any Officer or Soldier shall receive
any insult from any of the inhabitants, he is to seek redress
in a legal way, and no other.

Any non-commissioned Officer, Soldier, or others under
my command, who shaU be guilty of robbing or plundering
in the town, are to be immediately confined, and win be
most rigidly punished. All Officers are, therefore, ordered to
be very vigilant in the discovery of such offenders, and report
their names and crime to the commanding Officer in the
town as soon as may be.

The inhabitants, and others, are called upon to make
known to the Quartermaster-General, or any of his Depu-
ties, all stores belonging to the Ministerial Army thaI>may
be remaining or secreted in the town. Any person or per-
sons whatever that shall be known to conceal any of the
said stores, or appropriate them to his or their own use, will
be considered as an enemy of America, and treated accord-
ingly.

The Selectmen, and other Magistrates of the town, are
desired to return to the Commander-in-Chjef the names of
all, or any person or persons they may suspect of being
employed as Spies upon the Continental Army, that they
may be dealt with accordingly.

AU Officers of the Continental Ann)' are enjoined to as-
sist the civil Magistrates in the execution of their duty, and
to promote peace and good order. They are to prevent, as
much as possible, the Soldiers from fi'equenting tippling-
houses, and strolling from their posts. Particular ~otic_e
will be taken of such Officers as are inattentive and re-
miss in their duty; and, on the contrary, such only who are
active and vigilant will be entitled to future favour and
promotion.

Given under my hand, at Head.Quarters, in Cambridge,
this 21st day of March, 1176.

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Cambriilge, March 21,1776.

SIR: I received your favour of the 18th instant, and
concur with you in opinion, that their women and chil-
dren, with the TOlY families, will most probably go to
Halifax. This is what I meant and alll\ded to, having
never suspected that they (especially the latter) would go
to New-York.

I am extremely obliged by your friendly hint, and shall
ever receive them \Vith pleasure. But Ido not think that
tIley were apprehensive of an attack &om OUI,'side, but
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rather preparing to make one. However, let their designs
have been what they may, I have the satisfaction to inform
you that, on Sunday morning last, they totally evacuated
the town, and we are now in full possession, upon which
event I beg leave to congratulate you; and more so, as the
town is in a much better situation than was expected. Add-
ed to this, they have left, by means of their precipitate re-
treat, stores of one kind and another to a pretty considera-
b]e amount-a particular detail of which, or estimation of
their value, I have not yet got. Notwithstanding they have
abandoned the town, and there have been favourable winds
for their departure, they are still lying with their fleet in
Nantasket- Road; but for what purpose, is a matter of much
conjecture-some supposing their vessels to have been loaded
with such hurry and confusion as to be unfit for sea, and to
require sundry things and arrangements to be settled pre-
vious to their going out; but for my own part, I cannot but
suspect they are waiting for some opportunity to give us a
stroke at a moment they conceive us to be off our guard, in
order to retrieve the honour they have lost by their shame-
ful and scandalous retreat, diminishing from that lustre and
renown which British Armies were wont to boast, and justly
claimed as their right. Suspecting th.em of such morPles, I
shall not detach any more of the Army than what is gone
already, until they have taken their departure and quitted
the coast.

I heartily thank you for your kind attention to IllY last
requisition, and am glad that the companies you have or-
dered are of the Mi]itia; the trouble and inconveniences
occasioned by them being far less than what generally at-
tend volunteers. Nothing but necessity and the importance
of New- York to us in the present contest, could have in-
duced the application, and, therefore, as soon as tlwy can be
spared by the an'ival of our Army, they will be at liberty
to return home to their common and necessary emp]oy-
ments, except such as may choose to in]ist and continue in
servICe.

In compliance with your request, I shall direct the
troops, or some of them that go from hence after the Mi-
nisterial Fleet are gone, to pursue their route on or near tbe
sea-coast, if they can be accommodated with covering and
provisions, that they may be ready to oppose the enemy in
case they make any attempt upon your Colony about the
time of their g6ing, though that is what I do not apprehend.
I rather sUJ.1pose, when they once set out, that they will
repair to j\ew- York, or wherever bound, with all possible
despatch, to secure the place they an~ destined for by sur-
prise, lest preparations should be made to receive and pre-
vent them.

I am, sir, with great regard
dient servant, &c.,

and esteem, your most obe-

GEORGE W ASHI~GTON.

To Governour Trumbull.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOK};.

Cambridge, March 21, 1776.

SIR: Your favours of the 18th and 19th 'instant J re-
ceived, and am extremely sorry to hear that your Mi]itia arc
so deficient in arms. I fear the misfortune is too common;
nor do I know how it will be remedied. In this Army,
althouO'h I have pursued every mode I could devise for pro-
curing '''them, there is still a great deficiency, and a considera-
ble, number of men without any in their hands. The pecu-
liar situation of Rhoae-I~land, and the extensive sea-coast,
had not escaped my mind. I well know the enemy have it
in their power to do it considerable damage, unless there is
a sufficient force to repel their attempts. But it is the
opinion of the General Officers here that their destination is
against New- York; the importance of which (as it secures
the free and only communication between the Northern and
Southern Colonies, which will be entirely cut off by their
possessing it, and give them the command of lIudson's
River and an easy pass into Canada,) makes it absolutely
and indispensably necessary for the whole of this Army,
which is but inconsiderable, except that part of it which
will be left here to secure the stores, barracks, and other
publick property, to be marched from hepce for its defence,
with all possible expedition. It is an object that should
comman.d our first attention, and if lost, will be of the most
fatal consequence to us in the present unhappy and interest-

~g struggle. Lest any attempts should be made against
you, I shall give orders to the officers commanding brigades,
if they have intelligence of an invasion upon their march;
that they forthwith return to your succour. I shall also
order the officer who will be left here to do the same with
the troops under his command, whenever occasion may re-
quire it.

Agreeab]e to the request made by you and your honoura-
b]e Genera] Assemb]y, I shall with cheerfulness and plea-
sure direct some of the last divisions that go from hence to
pursue the route you wish, if they can be accommodated
with covering and provisions, and shall be ever ready and
happy to render Rhode-Island, ot any other place, any ser-
vices in my power that may be compatible with the general
good.

I am, sir, with sentiments of the highest regard, your and
their most obedient servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To Governour Cooke.

GENERAL HOWE TO THE EARL OF DARTMOUTH.

On board his Majesty's Ship Chatbam, J
Nantasket-Road, March 21, 1776..Ii

l\h LORD: It is with great regret I am obliged to In-
form your Lordship that, after my struggles to supply the
Army with provisions from the Southern Provinces and the
West-lndies, (from whence none of the vessels have yet re-
turned,) and after an anxious expectation of more transports
to convey the troops, stores, civil officers, inhabitants, and
effects, the enemy, by taking possession of and fortifying
the commanding heights on Dorchester-Neck, in order to
force the ships by their cannon to quit the harbour, has
reduced me to the necessity either of exposing the Army to
the greatest distresses by remaining in Boston, or of with-
drawing from it under such straightened circumstances.
The importance of preserving this force when it could no
longer act to advantage, did not leave any room to doubt of
the propriety of its removal; and since my determination,
taken on the 7th instant, I have exerted every expedient to
accomplish the arduous task, which was executed on the
17th following in the forenoon, without the least molestation
from the Rebels, the transports having been previously
watered and fitted for sea in every respect, excepting the
article of pro\,isions, in the view of complying with his Ma-
jesty's commands for a movement from Boston as soon as
I might be enabled to effect it.

In order' to explain to your Lordship more clearly the
state I was reduced to in the article of provisions, I have
enclosed a return extracted from the Commissary-Gene-
ral's reports between the 12th of February and 4th of
ltIarch; also, the tonnage of transports at the time of em-
barkation.

The Rebe]s, about the latter end of January, erected new
works and batteries on a point of land opposite to 1Vest-
Boston, at a place known by the name of Phipps's Farm.,
which, lying under cover of their strongest posts, and so
situated as to be supported by their whole force from Cam.~
bridge, was not to be prevented. Soon afterwards the Mi-
litia of the country was called in, and having intelligence
that the enemy intended to possess themselves of Dorches-
ter- Neck, I ordered a detachment from Castle- William on
the 13th of February, under tire command of Lieutenant-
Colonel Leslie, and one composed of Grenadiers and Light-
Infantry from Boston, commanded by Major Musgrave, to
pass over the ice, with directions to destroy the houses,
and every kind of cover whatever upon that peninsula;
which was execllted, and six of the enemy's guard made
pnsQners.

On the 2d instant, at night, the Rebels began a can-
nonade upon the town, from Roxbury and Phipps's Farm,
and threw some shells from both places, without doing any
personal damage, and but ]ittle to the buildings. The sa!lle
was repeated on the evenings of the 3d and 4th, by which
only six men were wounded; the fire being returned from
,our batteries, but at such a distance as to be very uncertain
in the execution.

It was discovered on the 5th, in the morning, that the
enemy had thrown up three very extensive works, with
strong abattes round them, on the commanding hill on
Dorchester-Neck, which must have been the ,employment
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of at least twelve thousand men. In a situation so crjtica.
I determined upon an immediate attack with all the force I
could transport. The ardour of the troops encouraged me
in this hazardous enterprise. Regiments were cxpeditiously
embarked on board transports to fall down the harbour, and
flat-boats were to receive other transports; making in the
whole twenty-four hundred men, to rendezvous at Castle-
William, £I'om whence the descent was to be made in the
night of the 5th; but the wind unfortunately coming con-
trary, and blowing very hard, the ships were not able to get
to their destination; and this circumstanc(~ also making it im-
possible to employ the boats, the attempt became impracti-
cable.

The weather continuing boisterous the next day and night,
gave the enemy time to improve their works, to bring up
their cannon, and to put themselves into such a state of de-
fence, that I could promise myself little success by attack-
ing them under a]) the disadvantages I had to encounter;
wherefore I judged it most advisable to prepare for the eva-
cuation of the town, upon the assurance of one month's
provision from Admiral Shuldham, who, in this emergency,
as he has on every other occasion, offered a1l the assistance
he could afford.

1\. thousand difficulties arose on account of the dispropor-
tion of transports for the conveyance of the troops, the well-
affected inhabitants, their most valuable property, and the
quantity of military stores to be carried away. However, as
the enemy gave no interruption but during the nights, and
that inconsiderable, I found the whole in readiness to depart
on the 14th, if the wind had favoured; and, assisted by the
abilities and assiduity of Captains Reynar and ~fontagu, of
his M~~esty's Ships Chatham and Fowey, who superintend-
ed the embarkation, and by the alacrity of the officers under
them, this operation was effected on the 11th, and the rear
guard embarked at nine o'clock in the morning, without the
least loss, irregularity, or accident. Such military stores as
could not be taken on board were destroyed, and the utmost
expedition is now using to get ready fot sea in the best state
our circumstances will al1ow; the Admiral ha ving al1 the
ships-of-war he can spare from the convoy for the security
and protection of such vessels as may be bound for Boston.

Every provision my situation would affi'rd has been made
for the accommodation of the inhabitants, and the preserva-
tion of their effects. All the woo])en goods also that I could
find room for, belonging to those who chose to stay behind,
(the want of which is rnore distressing to the enemy than
any other article whatever,) has been shipped; inventories
of them taken in the best manner possible, and put under
the charge of proper persons, in order to be hereafter stored.
The demolition of the Castle has been effectually executed,
and an armed ship is sent by the Admiral, express, to advise
the different Governours on the Continent of this removal.

~Halifax, though stripped of provisions during the winter,
lind affording few conveniences to so numerous a body, is
the only place where the Army can remain until supplies
arrive from Europe. My first attention will be paid to the
defence of the town and his Majesty's dock-yard, and to
enable Govemour Legge to overcome the spirit of disaffec-
tion which has lately appeared in the northern parts of
Nova-Scotia; after which, I conclude that three battalions,
with Goreham's and ~Maclean's corps, will be a sufficient
force for its protection.

I shall also detach three regiments to Qu.ebeck as soon as
the navigation of the river St. Lawrena becomes practica-
ble, if I do not, in the mean time, hear anything to the con-
trary from Europe. The remainder of the Army, which,
after these detachments are made, may consist of about five
thousand men, including sick, will be held in readiness to
proceed to New- York, when enabled by a supply of provi-
sions, and an addition of transports sufficient for that under-
taking; and although the force, according to the present
estimation, intended to go on this service, is too sma]) to
expect more from it than the possession of the town, which,
in itself, is a most important post, I shall attempt it at all
hazard as soon as possible, apprehending it will be more advi-
sable to pursue this measure without delay, than, by waiting
for reinforcements from Europe, whereof I have no certainty,
to give the Rebels time to form an Army in the Province
of New- York, and to check the encouragement they will
receive. from the apparent inactivity of the King's Army
retired to Halifax, as well as to prevent the contrary effect

it may have upon the few friends to Government remaining
there.

I am justly sensible how much more conducive it would
be to his Majesty's service, if the Army was in a situation
to proceed immediately to New- York; but the present con-
dition of the troops--crowded in transports, without regard
to conveniences, the inevitable dissortment of stores, and all
the encumbrances with which I am clogged-eftectually dis-
able me from the exertion of this force in any offensive
operations, although I should receive a supply of provisiom
before my departure from hence; which considerations, I
hope, will lead his Majesty to approve of my determina-
tion.

Unless these supplies are sent under convoy, or of force
to defend themselves, they will become very precarious, as
the Rebels have greatly increased their naval strength; and
I fear that many of those now on their voyage wi1l fall into
the enemy's hands, notwithstanding all the efforts which his
Majesty's ships, (unequal in point of number to the service
they are upon,) can make. In this persuasion, I humbly
submit to your Lordship, whether it would not be an advi-
sable measure to order all convoys directly to IIalifax ; from
whe~ they may pro~eed with more certainty to the future
destination of the Army.

I beg leave to remark, that the last commands I had the
honour to receive from your Lordship are dated the 22<1of
October, which ,will serve to show the difficulties ships bound
to this port have met with on the coast; many whereof, I
learn by the master of a vessel just arrived here, have been
forced to the West-Indie.~, and no less than thirty-seven sail
of different kinds were at Antigua the last of this month,
when he left that Island.

I shall not fail to write as fully as possible to your Lord-
ship from Halifax.

I am, &c., W. HowE.

P. S. The transport'" which brought over the Twenty-
Seventh Regiment are arrived from IIalifax, in consequence
of orders sent to Brigadier ~Massey some time ago, and wiJI
afford great relief to the Army in its present crowded state.

State of PJ'ovisions remaining in Store at BOSTON, on the
12th, 19th, 26t~ of FEBRUARY,and 4th ;MARCH,1776,

per Returns of those dates, received from the Commissary-
General of Stores, showing how long the same will m'ctual
eleven tho1lsand il'len.

February 12, 1776.-Beef and pork, thirty-five days;
\vheat-flour, seventy-two days; bread, twelve days; butter
and cheese, thirteen days; oil, thirty-two days; split peas,
peas, and oatmeal, two days; barley, suet, rice, and raisins,
reserved for the use of the General Hospital.

February 19th.-Beef and pork, twenty-nine days;
whe~t-flour, sixty-five days ; bread, twelve days; butter and
cheese, twelve days; oil, thirty-two days; split peas, peas,'
and oatmeal, nine days; barley, suet, rice, and raisins, re-
served for the use of the General Hospital.

February 26th.-Beef and pork, twenty-two days; wheat-
flour, sixty-eight days; bread, twelve days; butter and cheese,
almost six days; oil, thirty-two days; split peas, peas, and
oatmeal, almost six days; barley, suet, rice, and raisins,
reserved for the use of the General Hospital.

~March 4th.-Beef and pork, almost seventeen days;
wheat and flour, almost sixty-three days; bread, sixteen
days; butter and cheese, almost twelve days; oil, thirty-
two days; split peas, peas, and oatmeal, ten days; rice,
twenty-seven days; suet, barley, and raisins, reserved for
the use of the Genenil Hospital. W. HowE.

By the K/ng.-A PROCLAMATION,
For encouraging Seanwn to enter themselves on board His

Majesty's Ships-of- War.
GEORGER.

Whereas it is our Royal intention to give all due ericour~
agement to all such Seamen who shall voluntarily enter
themselves in our service: We have thought fit, by and
with the advice of our Privy Council, to 'publish this our
Royal Proclamation. And we do hereby promise and de-
clare, that all such able Seamen, not above the age of fifty,
nor under the age of eighteen years, fit for"our s,ervice,who
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shall, on or before the 30th day of April next, voluntarily
enter themselves to serve in our Roya! Navy, either with
the Captains or Lieutenants of our ships, or the chief offi-
cers on board such tenders as shaH be employed for raising
men for the service of our Navy, shall receive, as OUl'Royal
bounty, the sum of three pounds each man; and all such
ordinary Seamen fit for our service, who shall so enter them-
sel v.es as aforesaid, shan receive the sum of two pounds
each man, as our Royal bounty, in lieu of all other boun-
ties mentioned in Ollr Proclamation dated the 3d of Jan-
itary, and OUl'order in Council of the 28th day of Febru-
ary last; such respective sums to be paid them by the
respective clerks of the Cheque, residing at the ports or
places where the ships into which they shall be entered
shall be, immediately after the third muster of such Sea-
men. And we do declare, that the qualifications of the
Seamen so entering themselves as aforesaid, shall be cer-
tified by the Captain, Master, and Boatswain of the ship or
vessel where they shall enter. And for prevention of any
abuses by any persons leaving the vessels to which they shall
belong, and entering themselves on board any other ships or
vessels, in order to obtain the said bounty-money, we do
hereby declare and commana, that s.uch Seamen belonging
to any of OUl' ships or vessels as shall absent themselves
/i'om any of the said ships or vessels to which they shall
belong, and shall enter themselves on board any other of
our said ships or vessels, in order to obtain the said bounty,
shall not only lose the wages due to them in the ships or
vessels they shall leave, but also be severely punished ac-
cording to their demerits.

Given at our Court at St. James's, the 22d day of JJiarch,
one thous;wd seven hundred and seventy-six, in the sixteenth
year of our reign.

GOD save the King.

ADDRESS OF THE PROVOST, ETC., OF FORRES (SCOTLAND)

TO THE KING.

Address of the Provost, Magistrates, and Town Council
of Forres, presented to His Majesty by Henry Dwndas,
Esq., Lord Advocate of Scotland.

Most Gracious Sovereign:
Deeply impressed with a just and grateful sense of the

many invaluable blessings we enjoy under your Majesty's
mild and beneficent reign, the Provost, Magistrates, and
Town Council of Forres, humbly beg leave to approach
the Throne, to declare their firm attachment to your Ma-
jesty's person and administration.

We beg leave to assure your Majesty that we will, with
the greatest cheerfulness, to the utmQst of our power, sup-
port the dignity of your Crown, and the honour of Great
Britain, in reducing the rebellious Colonies in North Ame-
rica to a sense of the duty they owe to your Majesty and
the Parent State.

Thollghwe abhor the turbulent and seditious spirit that
actuates the refractory Colonies, and applaud the spirited
coercive measures that are now adopted by Administration
tQ reduce tpem to a proper allegiance to their King, and
dependance on the Mother Country; instigated by the feel-
ings of humanity, we commiserate the fate of our unhappy
deluded fellow-su,bjects, who, excited by a mahwolent do-
mestick faction, have heedlessly plunged themselves into all
the honours of a most unnatural civil war; and rejoice to
think that when they return to their duty, tbey will be again
received under the protectioJl of the best Government that
ever human wisdom framed, and into the favour of a Prince
whose glory it is to be in every respect a constitutional and
patriotick King.

We felicitate your Majesty and ourselves on having the
prospect of a national and well-regulated Militia in lVorth
Britain, which WE; are convinced will answer every good
purpose Government can expect.

That your Majesty may be speedily enabled to restore
peace to your Colonies, and diffuse happiness over all the
British Empire, is the fervent prayer of,

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most loyal,
and most dutiful subjects.

.

Signed by appointment,
affixed,

the seal of the Burgh being

JAMES GRANT, Provost.

PETITION OF THE CITY OF LONDON TO THE, KING.

St. James's, March 22, 1776.

This day the Right Honourable the Lord-Mayor, several
of the Aldermen, the Sheriffs, and some of the Common
Council of the City of London, waited upon his Majesty
(being introduced by the Earl of Her{{ord, Lord Chamber-
lain of His Majesty's household) with the following Address
and Petition, which was read by the Recorder:

To the King's Most Excellent ~~lajesty.

The humble Address and Petition of the Lord llIayor,
,Aldermen, and Commons of the City of LONDON, in

Common Council assembled.
j}Iost Gracious Sovereign:

We, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons, of the
City of London, in Common Council assembled, beg leave
to approach your Throne, and to entreat your Majesty's
royal attention, whilst, with the hU):nility of dutiful subjects,
we lay before your Majesty what at present m()st imme-
diately affects us in the spirit and tendency of the publick
measures now depending, and the anxiety we feel at the
naked and exposed state in which this country will be left,
by draining it of the national troops, as well as at the
danger and disgrace attending the late treaties for foreign
mercenaries, whose latitude is such as to provide the means,
of introducing a foreign Army even into this Realm.

.

'Ve cannot, sir, without honour, look forward to national
debt and of burdensome taxes, that loss of our most valu-
able resources, those distresses of our merchants and manu-
facturers, those deficiencies of the revenue, that effusion of
the blood of our countrymen and brethren, that failure of
publick credit, and those dreadful calamities and convul-
sions, which must follow a civil war so begun and pursued,
whose extent no wisdom can foresee.

We humbly conceive that no people can be bound to
surrender their rights and liberties as a return for protection:
The Colonies have fought our battles with us; and in the
last war they so far exceeded, their abilities, that this nation
thought it just and necessary to make them an annual q)m-
pensation; and even now, drivcn to open hostilities in their
own defence, they are willing (their Charters being invio-
lably secured) to continue to us all those advantages of a
rebrulated and exclusive commerce, to which we have long
owed our opulence and prosperity. And we have every
assurance which men in their situation can safely give, that,
if asked as freemen, they are willing to go further, and to
afford to the exhausted state of the revenue of this country
such reasonable voluntary aid as their abilities perrnit; pro-
videcl that their contributions are unalienably applied to re-
lieve that distress which is the only fair and politick founda-
tion of requiring them; and. that neither their aids nor our
own sinking fund shall be any longer perverted from a pub-
lick benefit, and misapplied to the purpose of cOfl'uption,
instead of redeeming the debts of the nation according to
its first wise and just institution.

lndulge, most gracious Sovereign, the humanity and be-
nignity of your own Royal disposition, and our prayers will
be granted. We implore the extension of your Majesty's
justice and mercy towards that Continent which, when ar-
biter of the terms of peace, it was your Majesty's own deter-
mination to prefer to every other compensati0n for all the
expenses of the last war. "Ve humbly and earnestly be-
seech your Majesty, that the most solemn, clear, distinct,
and unambiguous specification of those just and honourable
terms; which your Majesty, with both Houses of Parlia-
ment, means to grant to tb~ Colonies, may precede the
dreadful operations of your armament. Every colour and
suspicion of injustice and oppression will then be remo~'ed
from the proceedings of the Mother Country; and if tbose
just and honourable terms are not submitted to, your Ma-
Jesty will undoubtedly be enabled to meet, what will then
be rebellion, with the zealous hearts and hands oC a deter-
mined, loyal, and united people.

Signed by order of Court:

,

WILLIAM RIX.

To which Address and Petition His lUqjesty was pleased
- to return the following Answer.
I deplore, with the deepest concern, the miseries which a

great part of my subjects in North America have brol,lght
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upon themselves by an unjustifiable resistance to the consti-
tutional authority of this Kingdom; and I shall be ready
and happy to alleviate those miseries, by acts of mercy and

,
clemency, ~henever that authority is established, and the
now existing rebel1ion is at an end. To obtain these salu-
tary purposes, I wiU invariably pursue the most proper and
effectual means.

WILLIA~I LUX TO MARYLAND COU!;CIL OF SAFETY.

DaltirnOTe, March 22, 1776.
, GENTLEMEN: The enclosed is a letter (fi'om Mr. ~lassl;n-
baugh) of thanks for your favours. The bearer, Mr. Robert
Porte'us, comes to solicit an appointment in his stead. He
is a young man who has lived some time in this town with
Captain Ewing, as a clerk, in which department he has be~
haved very well. I believe he does not possess any mili-
tary knowledge; but if you think him worthy of the station,
I dare say he will exert himself.

Mr. Hughes cast one eighteen-pounder on ,Monday, -and
it was bored. He expected to have four ready by last night;
and begs to have some person sent up to prove them, that if
any fault be found, he may remedy it before he proceeds too
far. He thinks these will answer your expectation, and turn
out exceeding fine; and he can have them down by Tues-
day or 'Wednesday next. Pray order some person up to
prove them directly.

Mr. Bowly is not yet returned. As soon as he does, you
will be waited on by, gentlemen, your most obedient ser-
vant, W ILUAM Lux.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of JJfaryland.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CALVERT COUNTY COM-
MITTEE.

[No. 75.J Annapolis,March 22, 1776.
GENTLEMES: As it was thought by the last Convention

that fifty regular troops would be sufficient to watch the
movements of the ships-of-war and their tenders, on your
coast, and to repel any sudden attack or invasion which
might be attempted by small parties; and as we do not
conceive your situation more dangerous now than it was
then, so we cannot think ourselves at liberty to station an
additional number of mpn in your County. We wish to
prevent the Militia being harassed; and apprehend, when
Captain Beall arrives at his station, which we imagine will
he by the last of next week, there will not be any occasion
for them to move, unless a more formidable force should
come up the bay than has yet appeared, which we have no
reason to expect for some time; under which circumstances,
the number you speak of would not avail, and the Militia
would be under a necessity of taking the field.

We have renewed our orders to the Committees of Ob-
servation for Charles County; and if they are not shortly
complied with, will send you some powder from hence. As
to furnishing you with arms, though it would afford us the
highest satisfaction, yet from our inability we cannot expe-
rience thy pleasure of gratifying you, not having a suffi-
ciency for the regular forces.

We are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Calvert County.

JlIARYl,AND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY
COMMITTI'<E.

[No. 76.] Annapolis,March 22,1776.
GENTLEMEN: We have called James Morris before us;

and not finding his affair in such a situation as that we can
go into a plenary hearing, we have thought proper to oblige
him to give security for his good behaviour, and also for his
appearance before the Committee of Observation on the
first Thursday in April next; against which time, if you
think it necessary, you may order witnesses to attend to en-
force his charge, and send him down to us again or not, as
tbe facts may llppear.

Stephen Gartrell hath been heard, and is ordered to make
proper concessions at the head of the Elkridge Battalion,
a~ ~tIeir next meeting, and to pay one moiety of the expense

of bringing him down, guards, &c.; James Morris to par
the other moiety . We are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for the Erkridge Depart-
'ment, in Anne Arundel County.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN TO C. W. F. DUMAS.

Philadelphia, March 22, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I wrote to you lately by Mr. Story, and
since by another conveyance. This line will be delivered
to you by Mr. l)eane, who goes over on business of the
Congress, and with whom you may freely converse on the
affairs committed to you in behalf of that body. I recom-
mend him warmly to your civilities. Messrs. Vaillant and
Pochard continue close at their new business, and are al-
ready able to subsist by it. As they grow more expert, they
win be able to take more money.

Mr. Deane will inform you of everything here; and I
need not add more than that I am, with esteem and respect,
&c. B F. RANKLIN.

To C. 1:17'.F. Dumas, Utrecht.

To the Honourable the Committee oj Safety Jor the Pro-
vin£e oj PENNSYLVANIA.

The Petition of OSWELL EVE, oJ FRANKFORD,in the TQum-
ship of OXFORD, and Province oj PENNSYLVANIA,hum-
bly showeth:

That your Petitioner some time ago, at great expense,
erected a Powder-Min in this Province, with a view of car-
rying on that useful manufactory; and spent much time in
inventing machines and making experiments for bringing
that branch of business to perfection, which he apprehends
he had in a great measure accomplished, so as to establish
the making of powder in this Province, which had not been
carried on to any extent before.

That the present situation of America requiring a greater
supply of that article, he was employed by the honourablp
Congress and the Committee of Safety, to work up part of
the saltpetre imported by them and made here, which in-
duced him to extend his works at a very great additional
expense. That, by employing his whole time and study
therein, he has invented and carried into execution works
for graining powder, and for other parts of manufacturing
the same, which are put in motion by water, (which is not
done in any part of Europe,) and by which not only many
hands may be saved in carrying on the same, but that it can
be completed with much more expedition and safety than in
any other mill. ,

Also, that he has, by different experiments, improved tho
refining of saltpetre and sulphur, and has brought the whole
to perfection; and is now making upwards of twenty-two
hundred weight of powder per week.

That he has at an times shown his works and many of
his improvements to such gentlemen as came from different
Colonies to view the same, which has contributed to pro-
mote the erecting a number of powder-mills; therefore, as
the expense which he has been at will not, for a consider-
able time, be compensated by the profits of his mill; and as
other manufactories, of less publick utility than this is at
present, have met ,vith publick encouragement, he humbly
proposes to make known to the honourable Congress or
Committee of Safety, or such persons as they shall appoint,
his whole art of making powder, and different improvements
in the mill, not doubting that they will' grant him an ade-
quate reward for having brought to perfection the said
manufactory in the most safe and expeditious manner.

An which he submits to the consideration of your honour-
able Board, either to recommend his case to Congress, or to
grant him such compensation as you may think proper.

OSWEI.L EVE.
Frankford, March 22, 1776.

JAMES YOUNG TO PRESIDEjIfr pF CONGRESS.

[Read March 23, 1776.]

Philadeiphia, March 22, 1776.

SIR: Permit me to address you in this manner, as I
would

0

not presume to take up your time with a tedious re-
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lation of disagreeable circumstances.. I am the unfortunate
father ofa wrong-headed and deluded, though only son, who
made an elopeWellt fmm me tbe latter eud of January last,
and got on board the Phenix ship-Qf-war withollt my koow-
ledge, and have not yet been able to reclaim him to the duty
he owes his country. I am now informed that he is fortunately
a Plisoner in New- York, having been on board the ship that
was cast away on Long-Island, going, as I am infimXled, with
recommendatory letters from Qovernour Tryon to General
Howe. This is, therefore, to implore you, with the honour-
able Congress, to permit him to be a prisoner on the parole
of a gentleman, at the late estate of his grandfather, Dr.
Greame, twenty miles north of this city , or where else it
may be thought proper l)ear this place; which wiJIlay me
under a deep sense of gratitude to the honourable Congress.

Being, with the utmost respect, honourable sir, yo)lr most
obedient and most humble servant, J Y

.
.

USES OUNG.

To the Honourable John IIancock, Esq.
P. S. The youth is but eighteen years of age, and an

apprentice to M~srs. Chevalier, of this city. His name is
John Young.

JOHN CHATFIELD TO 1\"EW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Easthampton, March 22, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:This day, about ten o"clo.ck in the fore-
noon, our guard, stationed at ft'[ontauk, saw twenty sail of
square-ri~ged vessels (five of them appeared to be large)
and two sloops, beanng about south-southeast from the
point of Montauk, about nine or ten miles to sea, (the wind
south-southeast, the weather something thick and hazy,)
steering about. northeast by north, and sailed to the east-
ward of Block-Island; and suppose, by the course they
steered, that they were going into Rhode-Island. This,
gentlemen, is all the information we can give you concern-
ing them, as at about one o'clock they disappeared behind
Block-Island, and they saw them no more.

As we are a frontier at the east end of Long-Island, and
are destitute of men to defend lJS,and have but little am-
munition, should be very glad if the honourable House
would use their endeavolJrs that we may have sOme<}Ssis:-
tance.

Weare, gentlemen, your mOst obedient, humble ser-
vants.

Signed by order of the Committee of Easthampton.
JoaN CH,l..TFIEJ,D,Chairman.

To the New- York Committee of Safety.

state their oojection,) it is a~urd to use his name or authori-
ty to enforce the payment. of debts. Your Board will lit
once perceive the dilemma to which myself, and, indeed, all
who are concerned in the administration of justice, are re-
duced by these principles, and the compulsory method!>
threaten,ed of carrying them into execution. For my part,
I have remonstrated that no order of the Continental Can-
gress, the Provincial Congress, or the General Caunty Cam-
mittee, has passed far a cessatian .of law, and that when
either interferes, I shall daubtless be freed from further ap-
plicatian. They, an the ather hand, argue that the silence
.of the Cangresses must be taken ta be in their favaur, fium
the evident reasonableness .of their abjectian, (which I have
already stated,) and, therefare, that it is incumbent an thase.
who lire advacates far the law's going on, to get an express
declaratian ta destroy what they suppase ta be the implied
sense .of the Cangresses. At present, while the one party
complains .of the hardship .of paying debts, the other thinks
it equally hard ta be restrained from the .only effectual
means of enforcing their just demands.

Upon the whole, it wauld be .of publick benefiuhat yaur
Baard (which, except the Grand Cantinental Can gress, is
the .only competent pawer ta decide these differences) should
express its sentiments an this impartant subject, far it is that
by which all sid.es profess themselves ready ta gavern them-
selves.

I am, gentlemen, your most .obedient servant,
PETER S. V AN ALSTYNE.

To the President of the Provincial Congre-ss, New- York.

Although we have nat experienced the inconveniences
above set farth, yet, being expased thereta from the nature
of our offices as Magistrates, we beg leave ta jain in the
above representation.

P .v.ETER . OSBURGH,

H. V. SCHAICK,
ANDRIES W ITBECt(.

To the Honourable the Provi1JciQlCongress Jor the Pro-
vince oj N EW-Y ORJ{.

The Petition oj ROBERTROBIKSONand MICHAE~PltICE,
. humbly showeth:

That yaur Petitianers have unhappily fallen under the
censure .of the Committee .ofNew; York, far having been
concerned in seIling goods at higher prices than for twelve
manths last past. That yaur Petitioners have suffered, and
da daily suffer, many hardships and inconveniences from
this censure. That yaur Petitianers are extremely sarry
that any part of their conduct should have given .offenceta
their fellow-citizens, as they havclilways had the sincerest
regard far the welfare and prosperity .of the Province of
NtW- York, and of America in general. That yaur Peti-
tianers did early sign the General Associatian, and, in all
cases except the above, have strictly observed all .ordersand
recammendations of the CantinentaJ ~nd .Provincial Can-
gresses and General Committee .of this City, and t,h;1tthey
si[\cerelypromise to abide by all sl.JGhordersand recom-
mendatiaI1s far tbe future, and thlit it shall be their earne~t
endeavour so to demean themselves as to avaid giving any
just cause of offence. That ya\lr Peti.tioners,' therefore,
humbly request this hanourlible Congress will be pleased to
take the singular hardship .of thejr case into consideratian,
aI1dgrant them relief fram the present embarrassments. un-
der which they labour from said censure. And your Peti-
tianers, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

ROBINSON& PRICE.

PETER s. VAN ALSTYNE ;f0 NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.

Kinderhook, Albany County, March 22, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:A difficulty has arisen in the exec\ltion of
my office of Justice .of the Peace, under the Five Paund
Act, which induces me to apply to yaurBaard. I have
hitherto issued precepts as usua1, when applied to for the
recovery of debts within my limited jurisdiction, thaugh I
have always, since the commencement .of .ourpubIick dis-
tresses, el1deavoured to dissllade parties fi'am a prosecution
where the debtar's default arose fram inability; but where
I have been assured that the demand .of process by the
plaintiff has not proceeded fram litigiousness,but as a means
of obtaining a just debt, which was not detained from ina-
bility, I have readily exercised the powers of my .office.
Notwithstanding these my principles, I have given .offence,
;md on S(lturday last, I was visited by sundry persous,
who said they were ~Committee from a larger number in
the northeastern part 'of this District, who had come to a
resolution that the law for recovery of debts ~efore Magis- Gj)VEJ,l.NOUR.TRU/ltBULL1;'0 N}:W-YORKCO~~nTTEE OF

trates shO\lld cease in this District; and yesterday, when I S;\Ff:;rv.
happened to be &0\11home, about thirty or forty men caine Lt:banon,March 22, 1776..
with. a design to compel me to a promise of desisting from SJ1~: Eliphalet Dyer ;;m!i 1f~lliarn WilliwfI!s, Esquires,
the furtherexerciseof myoffice ineivil suits. The objec- a~eauth?rizedand ~mp?w~redby the Governotlrand CO,IJ1,1-
tions they make are of a general nature, and by no meaps cil appoInted to asSiSthm1 III the recess .of the GeneraJ As-
confined to me; for no peculiar hardship or any oppression sembly, to move your body to grant tris ColQPYfor i~~use
is comp]ained of,nQr has any resentment been shown against the loan of such a number and sizes .of c:m!W)1.~~you Gan
the phiintiffs; bllt they say that, in dJC present situation of spare withQ~t detriment, whi!<p, if graqted, the retprn ~f
the country, they ought not to be compelled by law 10 pay thew, .ortbelr valqe, sba1l be secured. The reason of this
debts; and that while we are fightinga~ainst.theKing, (I application is, that We have uJ},.dert*~n ~o;Jet ~he fj.lrnAcCe

FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v.
.
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at Salisbury in blast, ta cast ~annan, &e., far use at t~is
important crisis .of publick affairs; that the hearth is laying,
ore, caal, and every ather necessary preparing, workmen
pravided far every part .of the business, and hape ta begin
ta castcannan in all next manth, or early in May. They
can with greater ease be transparted ta New-York (and
used where needed) than braught here. In the mean time,
fearing .our necessity .of cannan far use befare this work can
be effected, and apprehending that a great number .of va-
riaus sizes may be spared from yaur Calany withaut injury
ta the camman service, we theref.ore hape far a campliance
with .our matian.

This Calany have been explaring lead-mines. One at
Middletown is .opened. fifty or sixty tans .of ore raised, a
smelting furnace built there, and expect thirty .or farty tans
.of lead ta be run .out saan. A C.ommittee appainted by
.our Assembly in October last ta' explare and examine a
lead-mine at New-Canaan, in yaur Calany, made repart at
.our sessian in December last. A eapy thereaf is enclased.
If worthy .of yaur attentian, and ore is raised there, the fur-
nace at ltIiddletown may serve far smelting what is raised
at bath places. Any service we can render yaur Calany
in that .or any ather instance, will be d.one with pleasure.

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, yaur mast .obedient
humble servant J' .oN~THANTRUMBULL.

Ta the Han.ourable Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq.

GaVERNaUR caaKE Ta GENERAL WASHINGTaN.
East-Greenwich, March 22, 1776.

SIR: At the request .of the General Assemply naw sit-
ting here, I make applicatian ta yaur ExcelIen~y far six
seamen taken fram the enemy, and naw yaur pnsaners, ta
be exchanged fQr six inhabitants .of this Calany, wha were
taken and are detained by Captain FVaZlace. Faur .of these
men have families, wha are greatly distressed. I send this
by express, by rea san .of the danger .of Captain Wallace's
being r!:)maved from this statian, and carrying these unfar-
tunate peaple with him; .or, if that shauld nat be the case,
.of his sending them ta Britain, ta the utter ruin .of them
and their families. We have but twa prisaners in this Cala-
ny, bath .officers, and active epterprising men, wham we
'shauld be extremely unwilling ta give up.

I beg the favaur .of yaur Excellency ta give this matter
the quickest despatch; and ta deliver the seamen ta Mr.
Burr, the bearer, ta be immediately braught inta this Ca-
lany.

I am, with great truth and respect, sir, yaur mast .obe-
dient humble servant, N CICHaLAS aaKE,

Ta His Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL WARD Ta PRESIDENT .oF CaNGRESs.

C'amp at Roxbury, March 22, 1776.

SIR: The enemy having aband.oned the tawn .of Boston,
and as my health declines, I have na prospect .of being able
ta perform the duties .of my .office in the Army the ensuing
campaign, therefare, I must beg leave ta resign my cam-
mand, and sincerely pray that same gentleman better quali-
fied may be appainted in my place. .

Wishing yau the Divine smiles and protectian, I am,
dear sir, yaur mast .obedient humble servant,

ARTEMAS WARD.

Ta the Hanaurable John H,ancock, Esq.

MAJaR HILDRETH Ta MASSACHUSETTS caUNCIL.
Dracut, March 22, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YaUR H9NauRs: I am sensible .of the
hanaur dane me by yaur Hanaurs' appaintiilg me a First
Majar in the Seventh Regiment in the Caunty .of Middle-
sex; but the cansciausness .of my being unqualified arid une-
qual ta that important past, will, I hape, excuse my' de-
clining it. I therefare have eneJased the camm.issian ta yaur
Hanaurs, and pray yaur Hanaurs ta appaint same ather per-
san in my place.

r remaip. yaur Hanaurs' mast .obedient humble servant,
WILLIAM HILDRETH.

'Ta t11e Hanourable Cauncil .of the Massachusetts.~Bay.

Colony of the l\lASSACHuSETTS-BAY.

The major part of the Council of the l\lASSACHUSETTS-
BAY,1:n NEW-ENGLAND, to WILLIA1U HILDRETH, Esq.,
greeting: .

Yau being appainted First Majar .of the Seventh Regi-
ment .of Militia in the Caunty .of Middlesex, whereaf ~'i-
meon Spaulding, Esq., is Calanel, by virtue .of the pawer
vested in us, weda by these presents (repasing special trust
and canfidence in your layalty, caurage, and gQad canduct)
cammissian yau accordingly. Yau are, therefare, carefully
and diligently ta discharge tl1e duty .of a First Majar in lead-
ing, .ordering, and exercising said regiment in arms, bath
inferior .officers and saldiers, and to keep them in gaad .order
and discipline; and they are hereby commanded ta .obey
yau as their First Majar, and yau are yaurself ta .observe
and fallaw such .orders and instructions as yau shall fi'om
time ta time receive fram the majar part .of the Cauncil .or
yaur superior .officers.

Given under .our hands and the seal .of the said Calany,
at Watertown, the 14th day .ofFebruary, in the sixteenth
year .of the reign of his Majesty King George the Third,
Anno Domini 1776.

By the cammand .of the majar part .of the Cauncil.
. PEREZ MaRTaN, Deputy Secretary.

'V. SEVER, MICHAEL FARLEY,

"V. SpQaNER, J. P ALMBR,
J. 'VINTHRap, MasEs GILL,
JEDEDIAH FasTER, CALEB CUSHING,
JaHN WHITcmm, SA)IUEL HaLTEN,
T. CUSHING, . JOHN TAYLaR,
JA~IES PREscaTT, B. '\VHITE.
ELDAD TAYLaR,

aN THE AMERICAN AFFAIRS.

London, March 23,1776.

The dies are thrown, and the game is last. The Ad-
dressers have wan. Whether .or nat there was faul play, r
will natinquire. But can they be sa weak ta .imagine that
the calamities .of this war will .only fall an the American.s?-
that they .only shall feel the starm, and that we shall remain
safe and unhurt? Is it passible that a tatal stagnation .of
trade to America shauld bring na evil upan us? As we}!
might it be asserted, and with as much truth, that causes
have ceased ta produce their effects. Alas! miseries, accu-
mulated miseries, mllst come upan us! There is that evil
in the cause that must produce them. Thausands will be
seen wringing their hands,' and crying far bread, whase
hanest industry used plentifully ta supply themselves and
families. The affluent merchant, and all wha depended
upan him far suppart, must be .overwhelmed with misery
and wretchedness; and the paar rates must be swelled be-
yand the ability .of the land ta suppart. None .of these evils
may, indeed, at present be felt by the Addressers-with
them all may be plenty, calm, and stlnshine; but haw lang
will, or can it remain sa ? Paison thrawn inta the natural
bady daes nat instantly show its effects. It is nat passible
that we shauld yet feel the miseries that lie cancealed in tbe
present measures; but they will .operate, and, taa saan, like
poison, discaver the fatality .of their nature. Let every man,
therefare, laak ta himself.

.

The Duke .of Grafton must be allowed to be well. ac~
quainted with the finances and resaurces .of Gavernment.
His declaratiqn in the HQuSC was very alanTIing. As a
stackhalder, it. mast sensibly affected me. If the resaurces
fail, whence is my interest ta arise? F..x niltilo nihil fit.
Many, daubtless, see this evil; nar is it passible that sa

. weighty a matter shauld escape the sagacity .of.our rulers.
"Vauld ta God it had acted an them as a preventive, and
turned their hearts ta peace, instead .of war!

If the Americans have drawn an them .our resentment,
they have certainly, by this time, been amply punished; but
if deknda est Carthago, if nathing can appease the wrath
risen up against them but their utter ruin, let it be remem-
bered that the tares Gannat be plucked up withaut the wheat
suffering with it. David certainly made the wisest chaice
when he chase ta fall inta the hands .of Goa, rather than
inta the hands .of man. Man's mercies are cruelties: intent
upan the object .of his resentment, he neither sees haw he



469 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDING.S, &c~, MARCH, 1776. 470

with weights. Mr. Houston brings no intelligence wahl1
communicating. '

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
THOMAS B. HANDs.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

may be hurt himself, nor regards what mischief he brings
on others.

.

This war has more evils in it than can possibly be fore-
seen. It admits of no comparisonwith other wars. It is
rathl)r like a family quarrel, where, everyone flying to law,
the whole estate becomes lost in the contest.

o Addressers! what infatuation has seized you? Is not
peace'better than war? Would it be any Joss to you to have JOHN STEWARD TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
a general amnesty granted to the Amencans? Would ye

..

M
b ffi ' b h Id

.
h

. . h
arch 23, 1776.

e su erers were you to eo, t em agam as m t e year G
.. .

1763? Ye may live to curse the day when you set your
ENTLE~EN, The l~te Con~entIon were pleased to ho-

hands to the fatal paper! Sooner should my right hand
nou~ me Wlt~ an a~pomtment m the regular I?dependent

have perished than have been instrumental in bringing so,servl:~ of. tl1l.sProvmce. I am :veIl rleased wIth my pre-

great an evil on the land as the curse of war. The child
se?t ~ltu~tlOn, but, from the co~s~deratlon t~at ,I can~ot at-

unborn will rue the day.
taln S? Just a ~nowledge. of mlhtary duty m It as m the

. ~attahon. or Artllle~y, I wIsh to exchange for the vacanCY
m Captam Fulford ~ Company. If, gentlemen, you think
I ment slich favour, It shall be my constant study to qualify
myself for the post.

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your obedient
servant, .

JOHN STEWARD.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

CAPTAINS KENT AND HENRY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF
cSAFETY.

Head.Quarters, Northampton, Virginia, March 23, 1776.

HONOURABI.EGENTLEMEN: We embrace this opportu-
nity by Captain Kell, who has been some weeks blocked up
in this haJ'Qour by tenders. On Monday evening last a
t~nder came into Chariton Creek, and carried out a sloop
belonging to lwac Vaughan, and got Captain Kdl's schoo-
ner under way, but luckily run aground. Our companies
that are stationed at the Court-ijouse got down a little after
dark; and as there were a ship and five small craft in th~
offing, that we supposed to be the man-of-war and tenders
that were ,up .the bay with you, we planted sentinels along
the bay shore, and went to heayjng up an intrenchment oppo-
site to Captain Kelf s schooner. We discQvered nothing of
the tender till the morning, .when she weighed anchor, and
came opposite to our little breastwork, and an engagement
ensued, which lasted about an hour; when we obliged the
tender to retreat, without carrying' out tbe schooner.

We shall be exceedingly thankful for the Continental
regulations relative to victualling and paying off troops.
We were obliged to send Mr. Bruff to the Treasurer for
the money to pay one month's wages to our companies.
'We hope your Honours will make some provision for gettincr
the companies home, as also for our S\lrgeons.

0

Weare, very respectfully, gentlemen, your very humble
servants, J IAMES {ENT,

.WILLIAM HENRY.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

P. S. As Captain Kell will return here again, he has
promised to waif on you for any commands you may have
to us.

MARYLAND,COT:NC.IL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN JOHN ALLEN
THOMAS.

[No. 77,) Annapolis,March23,1776.
SIR: We received a letter of the 15th instant, from Mr.

Mackall, advising us that you thought a Virginia Pilot-
boat, which the Calvert County Guards h~d stopped some
days past, would be very useful, as well for conveyinrr the
troops from. one qounty to th.e other, as for taking any ~mall
tenders whIch mIght come mto your rivl)r; and that the
owner .",:ould sell her on r~asonable terms; and requesting
our opmlOn upon the expedIency of purchasing and arming
her for the uSe of the Province. We cannot conceive a
pilot-boat properly calculated to transport troops across a
narrow river, in which, upon an alarm given, unless the wind
should suit, they cannot sail from pne place to another with
that expedition the service might require; arid as to repel-
ling any hostile attacks which may be made by tenders, we
do not think that boat would be sufficient for the purpose as
nothing less. than an eight or ten-gun vessel would offe~ to
run up our fivers to commit depredations. These and other

,reasons will not justify our purchasing her for the services
suggested.

We are, &c.

To Captain John Alkn Thomas.

MARYLAND CO[fNCIL OF SAFETY TO .DELEGATES IN.CON-
GRESS.

[No. 78.) Annapolis,March 23, 1776.

GE~LEMEN: Two tons of pow~er, or near that quantity,
we beheve, have been lately receIved at Baltimore Town
from Philadelphia; one ton of which Mr. Alexander wrote
I~Swas inten?ed forYirginia,but given up by their Depu-
ties on occasIon of the late alarm. We wish to be informed
whether we are indebted to Virginia or to Concrress for the
last ton. If to 'V/:rginia, we can easily settle the account
because we have already lent them twelve bafl'els: two fo;
the lower Counties, and ten for their sloop-of-war at Alex-
andria.

Muskets by Captain TiMet not ye.t come to hand. They
~re much wanted. Our .Independent Companies are very
Importunate for arms, whICh we have not as yet been able
to supply them with. Our gunsmiths go on very slowly
and we want s~all-arms very milch. Permit us to ~eques~

THmlAS B. HANDSTO MARYLANDCQUNCIL OF SAFE
you would remmd the Congress of those lent for fitting olit

. . TV. the Hornet and Wasp.
Chestertown, March 23 1776. W

.
h II h. ' e are anXIousto ave ate powder secured we can'

GE~LE]\fEN: ~~r. Houston .lust now returned from.Phi- and should be glad to know what quantity Messrs. Willin;
ladelphw, and dehvered me the enclosed letter, ~hlc.h I Sf Morris sent, and whether any more is to be expected
should have sent unopene~, but he told me h~ had dIrectIons from that quarter soon.
from Mr. Ale,rander to dehver the letter to eIther Mr. Sm y th Weare satisfied so r.ar as r

"
lates t th P

. .
h

If 'f' I' d d '.
.. . . '

1;
." 0 e rovmce, WIt

or myse , I III t liS town, an to eSlre. ~s to open It an~ the sale of the vessel called the Wild Duck. Tv. Lux seems
se~ the co~tents, and ca~efully ~o transmIt It to you. As It not altogether pleased, and talks. that he had some claim'
mIght be Imprudent to JntfUst It to a casu.al conveyance, I but we think he ought to be contented, all thin s coll,~
have engaged a J!Crso~to take the care of It to you, by way sidered.

.
g

of Rock-Ha~;. wIth orders that: should hI) be ~JUrsued in the Some gold and silver have already come in; and more
bay, and be In danger of bemg taken, to smk the letter might be got had we cash to exchange. Weare in daily

..

In Committee, Northampton County, Virginia'l
March 20, 1776. 5

Captain Thomas Kell, commander of the Schooner Dol-
phin, having put into Cbariton Harbour, being chased by
one of the tenders, who have made several attempts -to take
possession of her since; and the said Captain Kell havincr
appeared before the Committee, and desired their opinio~
what part to act, and there appearing :no probability of get-
ting safe out, and thinking it would be attended with fatal
consequences to suffer such a valuable cargo to fall iota the
hands of the enemy, recommended to the Captain to unload
her without loss of time, and run her up the creek, and wait
the further direction of the owners.

Extract from the Minutes:
DRURY STITH, Chairman of Committee.
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expeCt~tioh of the arrival of the Continental money, as also curnstance was moreingellioTIs than soiid ; for 1 can ~ssure you
of our plates and paper for the new emission. We admir.e that th.e .Congress were notdisposE'd to do anyth~ng ~~ng
much at your silence on that head, and can account for It or unclVI.l; and I can also add, that your ~ot havmg.J0m~d

~o o~he~wise than by !a.king it for g:anted that your atten- you: regIment last summer has. been expla!ned to theIr sat~-
tlon Is engaged on subjects of more Importance. factIOn, as far as I am able to Judge. With respect to thIS,

We have heretofore requested you would let us know the howeyer, as well as some other matters, I shall defer par.;.
pay of officers. and s~amen engaged!n t~e Continental Navy, tic';11arstill we m~et. Ina word, wi~h some m~n in these
and must agaIll remmd you of sendmg It to us, that we may as In other other tImes, a man must either be the1l''tool and
settle the pay in our Province. . be despised, or act a firm disinterested part and be abused.

. We can spare fifty pieces of the heaviest duck, and most The latter has, in one or two matters, been your fate, as well
unfit for tepts; the rest you will be pleased to forward to us as that of many other good men. Adieu.
by the stages. All is quiet here at present. Nothing new, I am, dear sir, your friend, JOliN JAY.
only that the man-of-war, in her passage down, plunderedr To ColonelltlcDougall.
Sharp's Island, and carried off some stock, and had taken
a small vessel belonging to Colonel Tayloe. , A 6ying re-
port, by Charles Landsdale, this day, that they were lately
seen at the mouth of PotomA1ck.

Your information with regard to Mr. Temple falls much
short of the great expectations raised by the pub1ick pa-
pers, and by private letters heretofore received.- Be pleased
to send us the earliest intelligence which way Lord Howe
steers his COlITs-efrom Boston, that, if he comes this way, we
may be prepared to receive him.

Weare, &c.

To the Deputies for ~[aryland in Congress.

P. S. If the lead be not already sent off, please order
four tons to Chestertown, for the use of the Eastern-Shore.

JOHN JAY To COLONEL McDOUGAI,L.

Philadelphia, March ~3, 1776.
.. .

DEAR COLONEL: When the Clerk of the Copgress gave
me the printed papers which I enclosed you, he told me
they contained the Navy establishment. Whatever defi-
cienc.ies there may be in them as to that matter, will, I hope,
be supplied by the extract now enclosed.

As to Continental colours, the Congress have made no
order as yet concerning them; and I believe the Captains
of their armed vessels have, in that particular, been di-
rected by their own fancies and inclinations. I remember
to have seen 'a flag desi'gned for one of them, on which was
extrijmely well painted a large rattlesnake, rearing his crest
and shaking his rattles, with this motto: "Dort't tread on
me;" but whether this device was generally adopted by the
fleet, I am not able to say; I rather think it was not.

.

I am by no means without my apprehensions of danger
from that licentiousness which, in your situation, is not un-
common. Nothing will contribute more to its suppression
than a vigorous exertion of the powers vested in your Con-
vention and Committee of Safety-at least till more regular
forms can be introduced. The tenderness shown to some
wild people, on account of their supposed attachment to
the cause, has been of disservice. Their eccentrick beha-
~viour, by passing unreproved, has gained countenance, and
has lessened your authority, and diminished that ,dignity so
essential and necessary to give weight and respect to your
ordinances. Some of your mVIl people are daily instigated,
irnot employed, to calumniate and abuse the whole Pro-
vince, and' misrepresent all their actions" and intentions.
'One, in particular, has had the impudence to intimate ,to
certain persons that y01Ir battalions, last campaign, were not
half full, and that &haick's Regiment had more officers than
Erivates. Others report that you have all along supplied
the meu-of-war with whatever they pleased to have, and
through them, our enemies in Boston. By tales like these
they pay their court to people who have more ostensible
consequence than real honesty, and more cunning than wis-
dom.

I am happy to find that our intermeddling in the affair of
the Test is agreeable to you. For God's sake resist all such
attempts for the future.

Your own discernment has pointed out to you the prin-
ciple of Lord Stirling's advancement. Had the age of a
Colonel's commission been a proper rule, it would have de-
termined in favour of some Colonel at Cambridge, many of
w~ose commissions are prior in date to any in NeUJ-York.

'The spirit you betray on this occasion becomes a soldier.
The enclosed copy of a resolve of Congress will, I hope,

settle all doubts relative t9 rank, whibh may atise from your
newcommissi~. The consequence you drew from that cir-

JOHN ADAMS TO GENERAl, GATES.

Philadelphia, March 23, 1776.

SIR: I had the pleasure, a fcw days ago, of your favour
of the 8th instant, for which I esteem myself under great
obligations to you. We rejoice here at the prospect there
is of your driving the enemy from Boston. If you should
succeed in this, I hope effectual measures will be taken to
fortify the harbour, that the Navy fnay never enter it again.
I think the Narrows may be so 6bstmcted that large ships
may not be able to pass; and the channel between Long-
Island and the Main may be commanded, by batteries on
each of those Islands, in such a manner that Boston mar he
safe from men-of-war. I hope my countrymen will hesitate
at no expense to attain this end, if, in order to accomplish
it, they should be obliged to remove the rocky mountains of
my town of Brm:ntree into the harbour.

But I cannot yet clearly satisfy myself that they wifl
leave Easton. Itwill be a greater disgrace to the Briti~h
arms than to be taken prisoners in the town in a body. If
ihey should abandon the persons and property of their dear
friends, the, Tories, in Boston, will any other Tories, in any
other part of the ContJnent, ever trust to their protection?
It will be considered as such impotence or sucb infidelity,
that I am inclined to think few professors of Toryism would
ever afterwards be found aJlywhere. -

I agree with you that in politicks the middle way is none
at all. If we finally fail in this great and glorious contest,
it will be by bewildering ourselves by groping after this
middle way. We have hitherto conducted half a war; acted
upon the line of defence, &c., &c. But you will see by to-
morrow's paper that, for the future, we are likely to wage
three-quarters of a war. The Continental ships-of~war,and
Provincial ships-of-war, and letters of marque and privateers,
are permitted to cmise on British property, wherever found
on the ocean. This is not Independency, you know; nothing
like it.

If a post or two more should bring you unlimited lati-
tude of trade to all nations, and a polite invitation to all
pations to trade with you, take care that you do not call it
or think it Ipdependellcy, No such matter. Independency
is a hobgoblin of such frightful mien that it would throw a
delicate person into fits to look it in the face.

I know not whether you have see!}the act of Parliament
.called the Restraining Act, or Prohibitory Act, or Piratical
Act; or Plundering Act, or Act of Independency-for by all
these titles is it called. 1 think the most apposite is the Act
of Independency; for King, Lords, and Commons, have
uQited in sundering this country from tnat, I think, forever.
It is a complete dismemberment of the British Empire. It
throws thirteen Colonies out of the Royal protection, levels
all distinctions, and makes us independent in spite of our

.supplications and entreaties. .

It may be fortunate that the Act of Independency should
come from the British Parliament rather thau the Arru;ri-
can Congress; but -it is very odd that Americans should
hesitate at accepting such a gift fromthem. However,my
dear frieud Gates, all our misfortunes arise from a single
source-the reluctance of the Southern Colonies to Repub-
lican Government. The success of this war depends on a
skilful steerage of the political vessel. The difficulty lies
in formingparticular Constitutions for particular Colonies,
and a Continental Constitution for the whole. Each Colo-
DYshould establish its own Govemmerit, and then a leagIJe
should be fonned between them alL This can be done
only on popular principles and axioms, which are so abhor-
rent to the Inclinations of the Barons of the S'outh; and the
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Proprietary interests in the Middle States, as well as that
avarice of laud which has made upon this CQJltinent so
many votaries to mammon, that I sometimes pread the con-
sequences. However, patience, fortitude, and perseverance,
with the help of time, will get us over these obstruc-
tions.

Thirteen Colonies, under such a form of Government. as
Connecticut, or one not quite so popular, leagued together
in a faithful confederacy, might bid defiance against all the
Potentates of Europe, if united against them.

Pray continue to make happy with your favours. Accept
of itly most cordial wishes for your safety, happiness, and
honour. Make my most respectful compliments to the
General and the ladies, and the whole family; and believe
me to be, with much respect, your most affectionate friend
and servant, J AOHN DAMS.
To General Gates.

PRESIDENT OFCONGRES!3 1'0 NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.

PhiladeJphia, March 23, 17'16.

GENTr.EMEN: Your several letters have been duly re-
ceived, and laid before Congress. I beg leave to acquaint
you they are at this time under consideration, and that as
soon as any determination is made thereon, you may expect

. to have it communicated to you.
The nece""ity of the thing has induced the Congress to

come to the enclosed resolution, which I am directed to re-
quest you will carry into immediate execution.

I. am, gentlemen, your most obedient and humble servant,
. JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To the Honourable Committee of Safety of New-Jersey.

. In Congress, March 20,1176.

Resolved., That the Committee of Safety of New-Jersey
be desired to remove the Prisoners from Trenton to such
place, or places, in that Colony, as may be thought conve-
nient, at a proper distance from the Sea and the Post-Roads,
subject to the Regulations fo.rrnerlymade respecting Pri-
soners.

Resolved, That all Officers, (Prisoners,) who shall refuse
to subscribe the Parole ordered by Congress, be committed
to Prison.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO CAPTAIN WOLVERTON.

Philadelphia, March 21,1776.

SIR: I am to inform you that the Congress have agreed
to take your company into the service of the Continent;
and as soon as they are mustered, and properly armed and
accoutred, they are to enter into pay; which being effected,
I am commanded by Congress to direct that you proceed
with your company, with all expedition, to the city of New-
York, and put yourself under the orders of the officer com-
manding the Continental Troops there.

I have delivered Colonel Charles Stewart the commiS'5ions
for:four officers; and yours as Captajp, I delivered to you. I
have also paid into the hands of Colonel Stewart six hundred
dollars, to defray the necC'ssary expenses of your company
.previous to their march; to whom you will please to apply.

I wish you success; and am, sir, your most humble ser-
vant J H P

.
d' OHN ANCOCK, resz ent.

To Captain Thomas Wolverton, of a Company of seventy-
six men, in Continental service.

JOSEPH REED TO. GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, March 23, 1776.

My DEARGENERAL:The great changes which have taken
.place with you will, I doubt, scarcely leave you time to read
a letter; but as it canveys a piece of good news, I will ven-
ture to interrupt you for a few moments. I dare say you
have heard how troublesome imd dangerous the back in-
hahitants of North-Carolina were grawing. General Gage
sent. some &oteh officers there last summer, who, pretend-
ing a disgust to the Ministerial service, went among their
Countrymen there, and fomented a spirit af disaffection; and
when they thaught matters 'Sufficientlyripened, they headed

a large body of men, and were marching down to meet the
Governour. However, they were met by Colonel Caswell,
and totally defeated, abaut thirty being left dead on the spot,
a great number of prisoners taken, and their commander,a
Mr. ~McDonald. The whole party is said to be so cl'Qshed
and disappainted, that nothing more is to be apprehended
from them.

We have no news from Virginia sjnce I wrote you last;
no accaunt yet of our fleet; and as no member of Congress
expresses any concern an. the subject, we begin to suspect
they are gone upon some distant enterprise-some canjec-
ture to lay in the way of the East-India ships, a few of
whom would soon reimburse us the expense of the war;
however, it is all supposition. It has happened, as I expect-
ed, that many who were impatient to have Howe driven
from Boston, are now alarmed with the apprehension of the
seat of war being moved to the Middle Colonies.

General Lee is gone aff to 17irgl:nia,and we hope will
be there in time to meet the traops expected from England.
The Co.ngresshave at length granted letters of marque; but
there is such a difficulty in procuring ammunitian, that I
imagine little use will be made of them; at least for same
time. The Prussian General is made a Brigadier; and or-
dered to Canada. By some late accounts from England,
we are led to expect that the scheme of sending Commis-
sioners will be wholly laid aside. If it shauld, I think We
sha1l have no reasan to regret it, as it does not seem calcu-
lated to praduce any real benefit.

Adieu, my dear sir. That health and hanour may soon
attend you is the sincere wish of, my dear Geueral, yaur
most abedient and affectionate humble servant,

JOSEPH REED.
To. His Excellency General Washington.

BARON DE WaEDTKE TO GENERAJ. W..\SHHiGT{)N.

Philadelphia, March 23, 1776.

SIR: The many marks of esteem and distinction with
which your Excellency honoured me when! was at Cam-
bridge, and the kind recommendation you favoured me with,
requires the most respectful and lively gratitude.

I now have the pleasure tb inform yaur Exce1lency tha1
the hano?rable the Congress have appointed me to the rank
of a Brigadier-General, and that my destination is for Ca-
nada, where 1 shall repair immediately; and I pray your
Excellency to continue me the honour of your protection.

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedienr and hum-
ble servant

B
.,

ARON DE WOED'fKE.

To His Excellency General Washington~

NEW-JERSEY Ca~IMITTEE OF SAFETY TO. PRESIDENT O.V

CONGRESS.

[Rcad March 25, 1776.]

In Committee of Safety, New.Jersey, March 23,1776.

SIR: I am to. acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
this day's date, covering a resolutio.n of ConlTress af the
2Qth instant. The Committee took the resoluti~n into con-
sideration, and have resolved to.remove the officers,now pri-
soners in this town, to ]jfount-FIolly, eight miles from Bur-
lington, as the most proper place on all accounts. They will
there have the opportunity of good accommodation, and be
at a distance from the sea, post, and stage-roads.

I am directed to acquaint you that, if Congress have any
particular matter for this Committee to carry into execution,
they request it may be sent as soon as possible, as the sea-
son is fast approaching that requires the members' attention
on their domestick affairs.

By order of the Committee:
I have the honour to be, your most obedient, humble

servant .,
SAMUEL TUCKER, Preszdent.

To the Honaurable JQhn I1ancock, Esq.

LORD STIRLING TO PRESIDEN'I1 OF CONGlU1:SS,

EJizabetb,town, March 23, 1776.

DEARSIR: I enclose you copies of two letters I received
this evening '&omGeneral Washington and Brigadier.,;General
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TIU)mpson, and of another I wro~e in co?sequen~e thereof to
the Committee of Safety of d1ls Provmce, whICh compre-
hended everything I can say Qn the subject of them at pre-

sent. Be pleased to excuse the want o( tlme, or better
paper.

I am, most respectfully, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant, STIRLING.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

LORD STIRLING TO NEW-JERSEY CoMMITTEE OF SAFETY.
Elizabethtown, March 23, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have just received the enclosed letters
from General Washington and Briga~er-General ThomJ!son.
From them you will see the necessIty of every Provm~e,
contiguous to New- York, exerting themselves in sendmg
troops to that place to assis.t in fortifying and defending it,
and also in defendinlT and fortifying such parts of this Pro-
vince as are most liable and likely to be invaded. With an
attention to the latter I came over fro~ New- York yester-
day, in order to view the grounds on the heights of Bergen-
Neck and the Kills. Von Cull, and Staten-Island. I was
prevented by~he bad weather proceeding so fa~ in this as I
could have WIshed. But, on the whole, I thmk that the
Militia of the Counties of Bergen, Esser, and Middlesex,
should be immediately employed. in fortifying Amboy, Eli-
zabethtown-Point, the Kill, and Bergen-Neck, with Pau-
las-Hook. I shall communicate my plan to Brigadier-
General Livingston, and shall return to New- York to-mor-
row morninlT, and will be over here again in a day or two;
and bring s;me Assistant Engineers with me, in order to lay.
out such works as General Thompson, on my report, ap-
proves of. In. the mean tim.e, I hope y?~: COIT)mitteeof
Safety will, wIthout delay, direct the Mlhtm before-men-
tioned to be employed in the way above suggested; and
also to direct the Militia of the interior Counties to march
either to the succour of New- York or of the most exposed
parts of this Province, as may be found necessary. There
i3 a resolution of Congress, passed a few days ago, that
such Militia of this Province as are called upon for the.
service of fortifying and defending New- York, shall receive
pay alTreeable to the establishment of the Continental
Troop; of the Middle Depa~tment ~ and as thc,se wo.rks
proposed in New-Jersey are wIth a vIew to the same pomt,
I make not the least doubt but the troops employed in
them will be put on the same footing. For the further
satisfaction of your Committee of Safety, they can send a
copy of this letter to Congress, and know their dW~rmin~-
tiar! of this matter. But, for God's sake, do not, at dus
critical moment, s'uffer any delay in your directions for the
march of the:Militia from the interior Counties, nor for the
employment of the others in the works of defence which
may be found necessary.

I am, &c., STIRLING.

To Samuel Tucker, ChaifJ;nan of the Committee of Safety
Qf the Province of New-Jersey, Trenton.

(Copies ~o Mr. Hancock .and to B.rigadier-~?~eral Li-
vingston, wIth the letter to hIm, to desIre the 2\:Ilhtm of ~hB
interior CO\JntiBs to march itnmediately.)

GENERAl, WILLIAM THOMPSON TO LORD STIRLING.

.New-Y ork, March 23, 1776.

My LORD: I have taken the liberty of opening the en
closed letter from his Excellency General fVashington to
your Lordship, (of the 19th instant,) knowing it was of a
publick nature.Y ou will see, my Lord, the necessity of
s~nding a number of troops to this place as soon as possi-
ble, as it is very probable that General Howe will endea-
vour to possess himself of the city. I must therefore re-
quest you will \vrite to the sundry Committees to order
the Militia, with all convenient speed, as well to this place
as to any part in Jersey you may judge they will attempt
to land at. You will also pIBase to write to Colonel Day-
ton to march for this place with as many of his regiment as
have arms.

I am, I11YLord, yoyr Lordship's most obedient humble
servant,

'VILLIAM THOMPSON.
To Lord Stirling.

LORD STIRLING TO COLONEL DAYTON.

Eliiabetl1town, March 23, 1776.

SIR: 1 have it in command from Brigadier-General
Thompson to desire that you will immediately march to
New- York, with as mapy of youy regiment as ha.ve arm~.

I would recommend it to you to be as al~rt m o.bep.ng
this order as possible. And as you have thIs' evemng m-
formed me that many of your men who have good fire-
locks have yet no bayonets, they being in the maker's
hands, I think you had best order such to march, and let
care be taken to send the bayonets to them as soon as pos-
sible. .

I am your most humble servant,
To Colonel Dayton.

STIRLING.

LORD STIRLING TO GENERAL WILLIA.M LIVINGSTON.

Elizabethtown, March 24, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I now enelose you copies of a letter from
General lVashington, of the 19th, one from Brigadier-Ge-
neral TIwmpson, of yesterday's date, and another .from me
to the Committee of Safety' of this Province. From thes~,
yon will see the necessity of putti~g the .easte~ part of tins
Province as well as }\Yew-York, III an ImmedIate state of
defence' 'and from the conversation I pave had with you on
the subj~ct, you know my sentiments with regard to fortifr-
ing the several places mentioned in the letter to the CommIt-
tee. I think it highly necBssary, also, to possess some coT?-
man ding height on Staten-Isla.nd. The men employed m
these works will be in t!:1e.most proper places to guard the
Province and I should think the Militia of the Counties of
Bergen, Essex, and ~1iddleser, would be ,sufficient if, only
one-third of them Were employed weekly on the busmess.
The Militia of the interior Countjes ought to be sent foro.
ward to New- York as soon as possible; and you may be
assured that, as soon as they can be spared from thence,
they will be sent over again into New-.Jersey, or to ~taten..
Island, for the purpose before-mentioned; and that, m case
the enemy should attempt to hllld their Army in New-Jer..
sey, a very cOI,Jsiderable part of our Army at New- York
will be detached to oppose them. I shall only add, that as
soon as you inform me or General Thompson when the
men of these Counties win be ready to go to work, I will
attend, with the Chief Engineer, to mark out the most
necessary grounds to be for~ified. STIRLING.
To Brigadier-General Livingston.

MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS TO THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Gentlemen of the lIouse of Representatives;
The Secretary will herewith lay before you two letters

from the Committee of Newburyport, one dated 24th Febru-
ary last, and thB other tlJe 18th in;;tant, wherein you wiJl ob-
serve that the order of Court of the 8th of February last, re-
lative to fixing for the sea, and manning with fifty men each,
the Sloop ltIachiasLiberty and the SchoonBr Diligent, hath
not been fully executed; that iffis noJ; in the power of 15aid
Committee to do it; and that if said vessels are manned, it
must be from th(:) eastern part of this Colony. Considering
the danger that would attend the suffering said. vessels to
leave the harbour in which they now arc; with so few men
as are inlisted to serve on board, (which are a number little
Inore than sufficient to sail them;) the great delay it would
cause to attempt recruiting and marching men the distance
of two hundred miles at tbis season of the year; that the,
present appearance of our affairs are materially different
from what they were when said order of Court was made;
and that there is good reason to beJievB that one, if not
both, said vessels are unfit, in their construction, for the ser-
vice for which they are designed; the Council thought it
their duty to lay this matter before you, and recommend it
to your immediate. consideration. ..

.
.

Council Chamber, Ma.rch 23, 1776.

1'1ewburYport, February 24, 1776.

The Committee of Safety, COITespondence, and Inspec-
tion, of Newburyport, beg leave to acknowledge the receipt
last evening of a resolve of the honourable General Court,
passed the 8th of this present mOnth, appointing them, "with
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Captain Jeremiah Obrien, a Committee to prepare, and, in
all respects, equip and T!;Jan,with fifty men each, including
officers, the Sloop Machias Liberty and Schooner Diligent,
now lying at Newburyport," &c. The Committee, with
pleasure, will undertake and perform all in their power, and
can engage to purchase the necessary articles wanted, ex-
cept gunpowder. Of that essential article they, with reluc-
tance, say, not a cask can be procured here at any rate.

The pressing demands of this town bave called for, every
ex~rtion in their power to raise moneys, notwithstanding the
town is greatly in debt, not being able to furnish enough to
pay the necessary current services. Therefore, to make it
possible to comply with the aforesaid resolve, the Commit- ,
tee humbly hope the honourable Council will furnish them,
by the bearer, (Captain ~lichael Hodge, one of their me,m-
bers,) with as much money as the present occasion calls
for, which, by a moderate calculation, for two months',
cruise only, with the fixing the vessels, will amount to five
hundred pounds, lawful money, exclusive of the cost of
gunpowder, (which is not to be had here,) and of which
Captain Obrien thinks ther\.) ought to be five hundred
pounds weight, besides one hundred and twenty pounds
now on board. The Committee apprehend that the fifty
men for each vessel, or any considerable number of them,
cannot be fouI)d in this town, owing to a large number being
ih the Continental ,Army, and' to several privateers out on
cruises. Captain Obrien says he can make up the defi-
cirncy in the eastward harbour, if your Honours think it
proper to let him depart hence 'without his full complement.
As Captain Obrien must probably collect his men fi..om
thence, and his present officers, whom he approves of, may
be most agreeable to such men, the Committee hopc the
honourable Council ,viII excuse them from recommending
said officers, for this reason only, that they are entire stran-
gers to them. '

,

Per order of the Committee:
TRISTRAM DALTON, Chairman pro tempore.

To the Honourable the Council of the Colony of J.Uassa-
chusetts- B ay.

Newburyport, March 18, 1776.

Immediately after the date Df the before-m~ntioned letter,
Captain ~Hoclge,who was the bearer of it, set out t9 deliver
it, but met with some of the Council, who informed him
that the honourable Boardwere adjourned; upon which he
returned home. The Cgmmittee, after some delay, pro-
cured an agent to supply Captain Obrien, and he is now
nearly fitted fi)r sea. They would still qeg your Hononrs'
direction whether Captain Obrien should depart hence
without his full complement of men, which it does not ap-
pear probable he can procure in this place.

Per order of the COl1;1mittee:,

JOJ"ATHAN JACKSON.

To the Honol,lrable Council of,the Colony of the,l}Iassa-
chusetts- Bay.

Proceedings of a Court of Inquirv, held at HAMPTON,
,

MARCH 24, 1776, by order of J.UaJorJAMESHENDRICKS,
Commandant, to inquire into the condl1,Ctof Lieutenant
DANIEL TRIlTG, respecting his behaviour on the 22d in-
stant, when the enemy set on fire Captain EARL'S Sloop.

Members. present: Captain Tflest, President; Captain
Towles, LieutenantJ. P£yton, Lientenant Tyler, Lieute-
nant Arrill, Lieutenant V. Peyton, LieQtenal1t TI(tt, Lieu-
t~nant Gummins, Lieutenant Cooper, Ensign Tibbs, Ensign
Linn, Ensign Holliday.

The Court having examined a number of creditable wit-
nesses, on oath, who were present during the whole time
the enemy were engaged in destroying the above sloop,
and havinff an opportunity of observing Lieutenant Trigg's
conduct throughput the whole of that affair, are of opinion
that Mr. Trigg, behaved with spirit, coolness, and as a good
officer ought. CHARLES 'WEST, President.

True copy: JA)fES HENDRICKS.

COLONEL REALL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

,13Illdensburgh, March 24, 1776.

GEN:rLEMEN:I received yours of the 19th instant) with
the commissions for the Majors and other officers in the

Twenty-Fifth Battalion, requesting me to recommend proper
persons as a Second Lieutenant and Ensign in Captain
Warring's Company, and an Ensign in Captain Richard-
son's Company.

As to the first, Mr. Baruch Duckett was commission-
ed by the Convention, and has acted as Ensign in that
company. I am, therefore, at a loss about recommending a
second person, till I know whether you intend to reIpove, or
leave him out of that coinpany.

Mr. Joseph Carlton, who has acted as First Sergeant to
that company ever since it was formed, and is very capable
of acting in either of those offices, would bc very agreeable
both to the officers and men of that company. I am not yet
well enough acquainted with Captain Richardson's Com-
pany -to fix on any particular person in that; but will, in a
fe~" days, inform myself, and send up his name.

EnclQsed you hav\.) some accounts for wood and candles
furnished the guard at this place, as also for _ the hire of
an express to Annapolis to acquaint you whll the anlval
of the powder. 1 have received your order for the de-
livery of ten barrels to the gentlemen in Virginia, which
will be delivered this day; and I sincerely wish there may
be a spcedy distribution of the remainder.

The Militia in this neighbourhood have attended on guard
pretty well, as yet; but I find they begin to grumble much'
since, the delivery of twenty-two barrels to the wagons for
Annapolis. I have got it all in one house, and keep only
a sergeant and twelve men as a guard over it, in order to
make the duty easier to the people and cheaper to tbe Pro-
vlllce. .

A t the time of calJing my Battalion together, by your
order, I furnished one company with powder, lead, and
flint~, (in proportion to the arms they had fit for service,) out
of the ammunition purchased at Blaclensburgh; and have
given orders to the Captains of the distant companies to
receive thirty pounds of powder, lead and flints .in propor-
tion, that they may have it ready, on any sudden alarm, tq
furnish such of their men as may have arms fit for use.
As no one, but those who havc experienced it, can ten the
time it takes to furnish a company, on any sudden emer-
gency, I think (if we have a sufficient stock of ammu-
nition) it would be highly necessary, in our present situation,
to furnish every Captain of a Militia Company in the Pro-
vince in the same manner. However, I shall submit this to
your determination, and give ITOfurther orders wi~hollt your
approbation therein. -

Pray send me the money for the enclosed accounts, and'
likewise some money for the further support of the guard,
or let me know in what manner those expenses are to be
paid; otherwise, I am afraid I shan not be able to keep up
a guard much longer. '

I am, gentlemen, your most obedi,tmt, humble servant,
JOSHUA BEALL.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of JJ1.aryland.

MARYLANP COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CHARLES COUNTY

COMMITTEE.

[No. 79,] Annapolis, March 24, 1776.

GE~TLE)fEN: '\Ve received a letter yesterday from Mr.
l}1.ackall, one of the Committee of Observation for Calvert
County, advising us that they had not been supplied with
powder and lead from your County, agreeable to an order
of the Council, which was made and transmitted to yo~ th6
23d of Janllary. Delay, upon such occasions, may be
attended with dangerous consequences; and it will be im-
possible for us to direct the military operat~ons with any
probability of success, unless our requisitions are complied
with. Ca,lvert is greatly exposed, and ought not to be
without a proper supply of ammunition. You may be as-
sured it is our wish to provide equally for the defence of
every part of the Province, and that We will not reduce
YOUfstock below your proportion. It appears, by a report
of the 'Committees appointed by the last Convention tQ in-
quire into the state of the arms and ammunition, that there.
were twelve hundred "and five and a half pounds of powder
in your County; and since then there have been but two
hundred and fifty sent to St. JJlary's; so that you have now
nine hundred and fifty-five anc\ a half pounds remaining.
We desire you will, therefore, immediately despatch the bar-
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reI of powder and lead orderrd to Calvert. When a further
distribution is made, we will supply you with your full
share.

We are, &c.
To the Committee of Observation for Charles County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO ;FREDERIC!>: COUNTY
COMMITTEE.

[No. 80.] Annapolis,March 24, 1776.
SIR : We received your Jetter of the 11th instant, ad-

vising us what price sulphur bears in your County. We
do no think ourselves quthorized to exceed the price ascer-
tained by the last Convention, which was six pence per
pound; and, therefore, have to inform you we cannot advise
the purchase of it at eight pence per pound.

We are,&c.

To John Hanson, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of the
Middle District of ~Jj'rederick County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DOCTORS HOWAR,D AND
COALE.

[No. 81.] Annapolis,March24, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: We hope to have a powder-mill erected

early this spring; and as we must depend on our works for
a supply of saltpetre, are anxious to know how much we
have already in the Province, and what it may reasonably
be presumed we may expect to be provided with by the
middle' or last of April; and, therefore, request you will
immediately inform us of the, quantity of crude nitre you
have made, and what you can supply per week. We have
great dependance on your works, from your abilities and
assiduity, and the sums of money furnished you by the
former Council of Safety to carry it on extensively.

We are, &c.

To Doctors Ephraim Howard and Samuel Coak, Elkridge.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COMMITTEES OF OBsER-
VATION.

[No. 82.] Annapolis, March 24, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The great difficulty we find iJl providing
blankets, for the regular forces raised for the defence of this
Province, obliges us to apply to the Committees of Obser-

'vation for the several Counties, earnestly requesting that
they would use their endeavours to procure fi'om the house-
keepers in their respective Counties all the blankets or
rugs that they can, with any convenience, spare; for which
the Council will pay such price as the Committees shall '
agree, as well as any expense that may arise in collect-
ing them together ; and when you have procured ~Py quan-
tity, you will send them to Annapolis, to Colonel Small-
wood, or, in his absence, to the commanding officer on the
station, who will receive the same, and give orders on the
CounciIfor the payment thereof. We hope that the friends
to our cause in your County will contribute everything in
their power to the comfortable subsisteJ1ce of the soldiery in
this respect. It will be an act of great humanity, ,and ren-
der an essential service to the publick.

Weare, &c.

To the Committees of Observation of the sev~l Counties,
respectively.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO KENT COUNTY COM-
MITTEE.

[No. 83.] Annapolis,March24, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: On the receipt of your letter of the 13th

instant, per Mr. HoustQn, we took the subject-matter there-
of into ourcollsideration, ap,d resolved to send HQustQ1J,to
Philadelphia, with orders for an the powder and arms im-
ported in the Wild-Duck, Captain Tibbet, to be sent to
Chester, to your care, for the use of the Eastern-Shore.

Weare much pleased with the commendable spirit which
the Militia of your County manifested Qn the late a.larm;
but are concerned to hear they are so ill provided with
anTIS.

The Council thUlk it unnec';SS;;lfYto order th€M:inute

Companies up from Virginia, as they will soon return from
their station. Weare much obliged to you for the assist-
ance you have given Captain Veazey, in accommodating
his cQmpany, and wish you to continue your good offices to
him. We expected our Commissary would have furnished
Captain Veazey's Company with their rations of provisions
before the date of your letter. Since then he has assured
us he would immediately send a sufficient quantity of pro-
visions to Chester for the company.

As soon as the arms and powder which we have ordlired
by Mr. Houston from Philadelphia, to your care, arrive at
Chester, we request you would send im{Jlediatelyto us an
account orthe number of arms, that we may order a proper
distribution to be made among the troops stationed on tl1e
Eastern-Shore.

Enclosed we transmit you our order, requesting you to
send the powder therein mentioned to Queen Anne, Tal-
bot, and Dorchester Counties; and also an order on the
Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore for the payment orthe car-
riage of the arms and powder from Ph1~ktdelphiato Chester,
as well as for the expense of sending the powder ordered to
Queen Anne, Talbot, and Dorchester, and what arms we
may also order to those Counties; though we desire you
would not send the powder until we have given directions
how the arms are to be"distributed, that they may also be
sent by the same conveyance.

'

We are, &c.
To the Committee of Observatjon for Kent County.

A Return of the Batteries in and near the City of NEW-
YORK, their Cannon, with their weight of metal, and
number of ~Ienrequi,~ite to man them, as made to General
TH01\lPSON,MARCH 24, 1716.

NEW-YORK, March 24, 1776.
REFERi;~Ci:S. .

(a) Nearthe Air-Furnace, on the bank of the NQitJt-Riv~r.
(b) A lillIe to !he northwardof the first,

l

C) To the W
.

estWar

.

d O
.

f Trinity-ChurCh, and very near.it.
d) Very near the BQwling-Green, or the King's Statue.
e) On Ten Eyck'~ Wharf,

!

f) O

.

n LQng,IS!and

,

'
an.d nearly opposite the

,

~ I'll-MI

.

arl(et.
*g) Atthe Ship-Yards.

h) On R'ltgers's first Hill, just above the last-mentioned.
i) AI Honte's .{look.

(k) On Bayard'sMount.' ,

Besides the foregoing, there is a breastwork or bamer at
Peck's, Beekman's,Burling's, and Fh; Slips, as also at the
Coffee-House, OldSlip,Coentie'sMarket, and the Exchange,
and One about mjdway of Broad Street, of this construction,

.. .. ; and the same are made in seyera1 of rh~ strects
leading &om the North-River to the Broadway. There is
'also a line of circumvallation to be drawn from' river to
river, taking in the Independent Battery, 011Bayard's Hill,
or Jones's, where there is also a fortification to be erected,
called Washington, to which may be added a redoubt round
the Hospital; as also a wQrk to be erected on the Common,
near the LiJ:>erty-Pole.

'.
In the rear Bfthl, ~1J,er@i. ~o!>e a'!=i~""I, "'-1aich wUl I4ke up al>o.' !lv.ller,s, and

c~lled ,The, CO"g,'t8B
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER :FROM AN OFFICER IN THE CON-
TINENTAL ARMY, DATED TROIS RIVIERES, MARCH 24,
1776.

My business at this post is to furnish hors~s, c~rriages,
&c., for the passing army, and see them supplied w.lth pro-
visions; which business takes up almost my wh?l~ tIme: I
have it also in my orders to call in the old comml~sJOns.glven
to the officers of Militia in the seventeen Parishes m the
District of Three Rivers, by the late Governour Carleton,
and to have new officers elected. Some of them seem shy
of receiving the post, being afraid either that the Ministerial
Troops will drive us out of the Province, or that we, after
carrying our point with Great Britain, will leave them to
fall a sacrifice; but, in general, they seem to be fon.d of
holding commissions under the Congress. In some Pa~lshes
there have been three or four candidates for the Captamcy;
and I receive information that bribery and corruption is
already beginning to creep into their .electio~s. At some,
the disputes run so high that I am obliged to mterfere. .At
one, I was under the necessity of going twe?ty-seven mIles
to superintend the poll, and was obliged to give them a new
election; with which they were satisfied. I have sent ~lp
about thirty names to the General, in order to get commIs-
sions under the right honourable the Continental Congress,
which have been new elected, and expect soon to send
more. I ha,,-e been extremely sorry that our forces do not
come torward faster. Of late, some have come up; but,
upon the whole, I must say I think this department has
been neglected.

I have troubled you with an account of all the fresh forces
which have passed this post, exclusive of those who were
at Montreal, who have berm nearer the scene of action.-
Officers are included in the account.

January 3L-Captain Scaban, from the Bay Governnu:nt,
(the first hero that came to our assistance,) twenty-five; Cap-
tain Smith, with nineteen.

February 9.-Lieutenants Munson and Pettibone, with
part of two companies, twenty-five. 2I.-Lieutenant W~lk-
cr, seventeen; Captain TVctherly, thirty:-thre~. 22.-LICu-
tenant ltlcacham, twelve. 24.-Captam Hmman, twenty-
three; Captain Pierce, twenty-five; Uzziah 1¥right, a ge?-
tleman volunteer, eight. 26.-Lieutenant Sunderland, tlur-
ty-two; Sergeant Clark, twenty.

March I.-Lieutenant Loomi$, fifty eight; Lieutenant
Talbot, with the first Pennsylvania Company, sixty; Lieute-
nantDeane, Jrom the Bay Government, forty. 4.-Sergeant
St. John, fifteen; Serg'nt Gideon Brenson, seven. 5.-Cap.
tain GoodridO'e, thirty-five; Lieutenant Frisby, thirty-one;
Lieut. Walb/idge, forty-nine. 6.-Captain Gide?n Doud,
forty-eight; Captain Wright, sixty-three. 1O.-Lleutenant
HuO'hes, from Philadelphia, sixty; Lieutenant Grant, from
Ne~-England, thirty; Major Safford, of Colonel Warner's
Regiment, sixty; Capt. Grosvenor, forty-two. 12.-Cap-
tain Jenkins, from Philadelphia, (his company chiefly pass-
ed by before,) eight; Captain Cooley, from New-England,
forty. 16.-Lieutenant YUTd, (the first of the JeTsey forces,
with an escort with provisions,) thirty-four. 17.-Major
Ray, of the Jersey Battalion, one hundred and seventy-nine.
20.-Captain Carlisle, twenty-nine; Lieutenant Grant, four-
teen. 22.-Lieutenant Stone, thirty-four; Captain Wait,
forty-seven; Lieutenant Stainer, eighty-one. Gone from
.MontTeal garrison, three hundred; remained, after the de-
feat, six hundred; by recruiting among the Canadians, five
hundred. Total, two thousand seven hundred and sixty-
two.

General TVooster's baggage passed through here yester-
day, and I expect to receive his Excellency at this garrison
to-morrow. Passed by this post, also, Colonels Warner,
Williams, Irvine, lJfaxwell, Wait, and Major ~Morris.

manner that, even if General Howe should arrive before this
Army, you will be able to prevent his taking post.

The fleet are now lying in Nantasket-Road. The wind
has been these two days fair for them to sail, but they seem
fixed. I really know not what they aim at. I have made
such preparation for them, that I think it will be very diffi-
cult for them to regain the post at Boston, if they are so in-
clined. While they remain in sight, I must stay here to
watch their motions with the Army under my command.
When they move from hence, if nothing unforeseen hap-
pens, I shall make the best of my way to New- York, where
I shall have great pleasure in taking your Lordship by the
hand. You omitted sending the paper you refer to in your
last: it will be a satisfaction to me to receive it in your
next.

If this should reach you ere the departure of the powder
from your place, you will do well to keep it with you.

I am, my Lord, &c. GEORGEWASHINGTON.
To Lord Stiding.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSIAH Q.TJINCY.

Cambridge, March 21, 1776.

SIR: I am favoured with your letter of the 21st instant.
It came to hand this afternoon, and I thank you for the
many kind and flattering expressions it contains. To ob-
tain the applause of deserving men is a heartfelt satisfac-
tion-to merit it is my highest wish. If my conduct, there-
fore, as an instrument in the late signal interposition of Pro-
vidence, hath merited the approbation of this great country,
I shall esteem it one of the most fortunate and happy events
of my life. I acknowledge myself your debtor for the share
you have bestowed on me of it. The continuance of the
fleet in Nantasket-Road affords matter for speculation; it
surpasses my comprehension, and awakens all my suspicions.
I have taken every step in .my power to guard against sur-.
prises; but the temper of your people seems to me to be ap-
prehensive of no danger till it stares them in the face. I do
not think there is cause to apprehend such marauding par-
ties as you dread; if any stroke is aimed, it will be a capi-
tal one; for which reason I wish to be much upon my
guard, and, therefore, have appointed guard-boats, look-outs,
&c. There is one evil I dread, and that is, their spies. I
could wish, therefore, that the mo;;t attentive watch was
kept to prevent any intercourse with the ships and the main
land for this purpose; and to prevent suspected persons (for
I have no doubt but that trusty soldiers, sergeants, and even
commissioned officers in disguise, will be sent out) from tra-
velling about. I wish a dozen or more of honest, sensible,
and diligent men, were employed to haunt the communica-
tion betwecn Roxbury and the different landing-places near-
est the shipping, in order to question, cross-qucstion, &c., all
such p.ersons as are unknown, and cannot give an account
of themselves in a straight and satisf..'\ctory line. If you
could hire men for this purpose, whilst the shipping continue
where they nOW are, I would pay the wages you agree
upon, and thank you for the trouble, as I think it a matter
of some importance to prevent them from obtaining intelli-
gence of our situation. The earliest inforlllation should also
be communicated of any movements which may be dis-
covered, and whether any of the shipping are getting out
as it were by stealth.

I am exceedingly sorry to hear of your indisposition~'and
heartily wish you a perfect restoration to health. I should
be very happy to take you by the hand before I bid adieu
to the Colony; but as my motions are regulated by those
of the enemy, I cannot say when or where it can happen.

In sincerity and truth, I remain, dear sir, your most obe-
dient and obliged servant, G WEORGE ASHINGTON.
To Josiah Quiru:y, Braintree.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO LORD STIRLING.

Cambridge, March 24,1776. GENERAL SULLIVAN TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE ASSEMBLY.

My LORD: Since my last to you of the 19th instant, I Winter-Hill, March 24,1776.
had the pleasure to receive your favour of the 15th. It HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: I have an account presented
gives me vast satisfaction to find you are making such prepa- me by Captain Tilton, agreeable to the direction of Gene-
rations as will prevent the enemy from making any lodgment ral Folsom, for payment of seventeen pounds twelve shil-
there. The reinforcement gone to you from this camp will lings and six pence. It consists of six articles: One bill is
put you on so respectable a footing, that I have no doubt nine pounds ten shillings, for boarding Artillerymen sent
but you will be able to strengthen your works in such a from the Army to your assistance, and remained there three

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. v. 31
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weeks without wages, and were carried there and brought
back at my expense. The next is two pounds ten shillings
,and eleven pence, for Major Cilley's expenses; he was by
the Committee of Safety appointed and detained as Muster-
master for your troops, and I supposed you would make no
difficulty in paying his expense.-, The next is one pound
eleven shillings and one penny, for expense of Mr. Nathaniel
il'IcClintock, appointed my Aid-de-Camp while present, and
remained as a volunteer with your forces, at tbe request of
your commanding officer, when I was absent, and was very
useful to him; and his bill, if paid, would not amount to the
wages of a private soldier for the time he tarried. The
next bill is' for seventeen shillings and nine pence, expense
of the Captain of the Riflemen sent there without my know-
ledge or consent, with a company to assist YOIl if necessa-
ry. To crown the whole, is a bill of four shillings and six
pence, expended in securing the Tories in your capital when
the enemy appeared off your harbour, when I was at Head-
Quarters, and knew nothing of the matter. This, gentle-
men, is a state of the account handed me for payment, and
which I am ready to pay, in case you think a single article
ought to be paid by me.

Gentlemen, I am extremely sorry to find a person pre-
tending so much patriotism as Mr. Folsom does, ever stri-
vinO"to give me pain and uneasiness, and this without the
lea~ provocation on my part. Every day do I hear of his in-
sulting and abusive language, such as he well knows he dare
not use if I were present. Every step he takes is pregnant
with malice against me ; and I am sorry to hear his malicious
endeavours have but too great weight on some other minds;
and by means of that I am daily censured in your cabinet;
and for what, I know not. I now appeal to you all, and
can upon yon to give one'instance where I have made mo-
ney at the expense of my country, or where I have usurped
a greater power than was at first delegated to me. What
relations have I promoted, or what part of my family have
I enriched? 'Which of my former fi1.ends have I promoted,
or which of my former enemies have I persecuted with wn-
relenting fury? No, gentlemen, my motives are of a differ-
ent kind; no private friendship or private quarrels shall take
hold of my publick conduct. I call Heaven and earth to
witness, that thus far, the good of my country has been my
only aim. This I have endeavoured to evince by my con-
duct.

Consider, gentlemen, what sums of money I have alrea-
dy expended, and how many days I have hailed clad with
new and threatening dangers to my life; how I have refrain-
ed from the seat of domestick happiness, and, cQnfined by
my country's cause at a distance, heard the fatal tidings of
sickness a"d death in my own family, while I was contem-
plating my own dangers here. Can all this be, gentle-
men, and yet I not be in earnest? And shall he who basks
in the sunshine of malice, and sleeps securely in the bed of
revenge, set my own friends, my filthers in political lifel
against me? Let gratitude, let pity, forbid it; and let the
heavenly justice take hold on the wretch whose sordid soul
could never harbour a thought but that of gratifying his own
malicious dispositions, or bringing about his own promotion.
I most earnestly pray that Heaven may judge between us,
and reward him tbat is insincere with in£1my and disgrace.
I k~ow, gentlemen, that some of you thought it a great
stretch of power in me to select officers for a new regiment
out of those you sent before. Let the enclosed paper wit-
ness the justice of the choice, and the confidence General
Wash£ngton has placed in the Field-Officers of that regi-
ment, by trusting them with the most important posts, (never
before entrusted to Militia Regiments,) witness in favour of
my judgment. Sure I am that those persons have not in
private life been my intimate friends-nay, some of them
my most inveterate foes; but I wish we could leave our
private resentments in our closets when we are acting in
publickcapacities, and consider only the means of promo-
ting our country's good.

Surely, by my having the choice of thirty-one sets of offi-
cers, who had been under my immediate inspection, I could
bave a much better opportunity of selecting eight good ones,
than you who were not here, and could not know how they
behaved. I made the choice, and the officers bave done
honour to themselves and the Province, and differ exceed-
ingly from some of the Captains sent here before, who could
neither sign a return nor give a receipt for the money they

received at Head-Quarters, but by making their marks.
Now, let me ask what power I have gained to myself by
this procedure, or what could I have in view but the credit
of the Province and the good of the service. Have I add-
ed to my own interest, or gratified myself by assuming a
power and layin~ a foundation to destroy the liberties of my
countrymen? 1 well know that Mr. Folsom, and some
others, have censured my conduct at Portsmouth, for no
other reason but because they were not at the head of affairs.
themselves. I well know that the fatigues I went through,
and the large sum I expended, were not matters of sufficient
inducements in themselves to draw me into the measures of
which these malicious persons complain. I must observe
that, when they feel motives similar to those which actuated
me at the time, malice will cease to rei6TJlin their bosoms,
and e~vy learn to be silent.

I am sorry to hear, gentlemen, that some gentlemen have
moved in your House for my being reimbursed the expense
I was at in coming to assist your capital. I find myself
obliged thus publickly to assure you that this was done with-
out my knowledge and consent, and to assert that I never
hinted to any person that I expected a thing of the sort. I
sensibly feel my obligation to those gentlemen who, actua..
ted by motives of justice and humanity, made the motion
without my knowledge or consent; but, at the same time,
must beg leave to assure them that the loss of interest and
the fatigues of war are what I expect nothing in return for}
except seeing my country freed from slavery, and those
worthy gentlemen and their posterity enjoying the sweets of
peace and freedom.

Gentlemen, I beg pardon for the length of this letter, and
that you will excuse any expression that may proceed from
a mind conscious of having been basely injured; and believe
me to be, gentlemen, with great respect, your most obedient
servant,

JOHN SULLIVAN.

To the Honourable the General Assembly.

P. S. I must again entreat you to forward the commis-
sions for this regiment.' J. S.

EXTR,\.CT OF ,\. LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN LONDON,

DATED ON BOARD HIS MAJESTy'S SHIP CHATHAM, MARCH

24, 1776.

The retreat of the Troops from this garrison [Boston] can-
not fail to be differently represented in England ; for which
reason I have fo~nd time from our great hul1'Y to give you
some account of It. In the first place, the General's not re..
ceiving any letters or despatches from Government since
the middle of October, could not fail of making everybody
very uneasy; it looked as if we were left destitute to get
out of a bad scrape as we liked best. Our provisions fall-
ing short, added to our discontent. The fleet afforded us
no relief; little indeed was in their power-their own ill
equipment was enough to make them as dissatisfied as our"
selves. The Provincials, who knew exactly the state of
our garrison, harassed us from their batteries, with an inten-
tion of making our people more dissatisfied, in hopes of de..
sertions. Finding no probability of sllpply, and dreading
the consequence of further delay, it was thought prudent t~)
retire to the ships, and to save what we could. Our not
being burdened with provisions, peJTI1iued us to save some
stores and ammunition, the light field-pieces, and such thin£Ts
as are most convenient of carriage. The rest, I am so;}'
to say, we were obliged to leave behind; such of the guns
as, by dismounting, we could throw into the sea, were done
so; the carriages were disabled, and every precaution taken

. that our circumstances would permit, for our retreat was by
agreement. The people of the town who were' friends to
Government, took care of nothing but their merchandise)
and found means to employ the men belonging to the
transports in embarking their goods; by which means seve..
ral of the vessels were entirely filled with private property
instead of the King's stores. By some unavQidable acci..
dent, the medicines, surgeons' chests, instruments, and ne..
cessaries, were left in the Hospital. The confusion una..
voidable on such a disaster, will make you conceive how
much'must be forgot where every man had a private con-
cern. The necesgary care and distress of the women, chil..

o
dren, sick, and wounded, required every assistance' that
could be given. It was not like breaking up a camp, where



485 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., MARCH, 1776. 486

every man knows his duty; it was like departing yourcoun-
try, with your wives, your servants, your household furni-
ture, and all your encumbrances. The officers,who felt the
disgrace of their retreat, did their utmost to keep up appear-
ances. The men, who thought they were changing for the
better, strove to take the advantage of the present times,
and were kept from plunder and drink with difficulty. In
bad plight we go to Halifax. What supply we are to ex-
pect there 1 do not know; our expectations are not very
sano-uine. The neglect shown us bears hard on us all ; the
soldiers think themselves betrayed, the officers all blame
the Admiralty, and your friend, Lord S , is univer-
sally execrated. The sea officers complained they were
hurried out of England in a most shameful condition, not
half manned, and ill provided. Fleet and Army complain
of each other, and both of the people at home. If we fare
as ill at Halifax as we have done here lately, I fear we
shall have great desertion, as the opportunity will be more
convenient.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PREsIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 2, 1776.-Referred to Mr. Johnson, Mr. Jay, Mr. Wilson.]

Cambridge, March 24, 1776.

SIR: When I had the honour to address you the] 9th
instant, upon the evacuation of the town of Boston by the
Ministerial Army, I fully expected, as theirretreat and em-
barkation were hurried and precipitate, that before now they
would have departed the harbour, and been far on their pas-
sage to the place of destination; but, to my surprise and
disappointment, the fleet is still in Nantasket-Road. The
purpose inducing their stay is altoge.ther unknown; nor .can
I suggest any satisfactory reason for It. On Wednesday nIght
last, before the whole of the fleet fell down to Nantasket,
they demolished the Castle, and houses belonging to it, by
burning them down, and the several fortifications. They
left a great number of the cannon, but have rendered all of
them, except a very few, entirely useless, by breaking off
the trunnions, and those they spiked up, but may be made
serviceable again. Some are already done.

There are several vessels in the docks, which were taken
by the enemy, some with, and others without, cargoes, which
different persons claim as their property and right. Are they
to be restored to the former owners, on making proof of their
title, or to belong to the Continent, as captures made from
the enemy? I wish Congress would direct a mode of pro-
ceeding aO"ainstthem, and establish a rule for decision. They
appear to"me to be highly necessary. In like manner, some
of the cannon which are in Boston are said to have come
from the Castle. Supposing them, with those remaining at
the Castle, to have been purchased by, and provided origi-
nally at the expense of this Province, are they now to be
considered as belonging to it, or to the publick? I beg leave
to refer the matter to the opinion of Congress, and pray
their direction how I a.m to conduct respecting them.

It having been suggested to me that there was consider-
able property, &c., belonging to persons who had, from the
first of the present unhappy contest, manifested an unfriendly
and inveterate disposition, in the town of Boston, I thought
it prudent to write to the honourable General Court upon
the subject, that it might be inquired after and secured; a
copy of the letter I herewith send you, and submit it to
Congress, through you, whether they will not determine how
it is to be disposed of, and as to the appropriation of the
money arising from the sale of the same.

As soon as the tOWtl was abandoned by the enemy, I
judO"ed it advisable to secure the several Heights, lest the
ene':ny should attempt to return; and for this purpose have
caused a large and strong work to be thrown up on Fort-
Hill, a post of great importance, as it commands the whole
harbour, and, when fortified, if properly supported, will
greatly annoy any tleet the enemy may send against the
town, and render the landing of their troops exceedingly
difficult, if not impracticable. This work is almost done,
and in a little time will be complete. And that the commu-
nication between the town and country may be free and
open, I have ordered all the lines upon the Neck to be im-
mediately destroyed, and the other works on the sides of the
town facing the country, that the inhabitants from the latter
may not be impeded, and afforded an easy entrance in case
the enemy should gain possession at any future time. These

matters I conceived to be within the line of my duty; of
which I advised the General Court, and recommended to
their attention such other measures as they might think ne-
cessary for securing the town against the hostile designs of
the enemy.

I have just got an inventory of stores and property be-
longing to the Crown, which the enemy left in Boston, at
the Castle, and at Bunker Hill, which I have the honour to
transmit you; and shall give strict orders that a careful atten-
tion be had to any more that may be found. I shaIl take
such precautions respecting them that they may be secure,
and turn to the publick advantage as much as possible, or
as circumstances will admit of.

A :Mr.Buljinch, from Boston, who acted as clerk to Mr.
-, having put into my hands a list of rations drawn the
Saturday before the troops evacuated the town, I have en-
closed it for your inspection. He says neither the Staff Offi-
cers or women are included in the list; from which it ap-
pea.rsthat their number was greater than we had an idea of.

Major-General Ward and Brigadier-General Frye are de-
sirous of leaving the service, and for that purpose have re-
quested me to lay the matter be£()reCongress, that they may
be allowed to resign their commissions. The papers con-
taining their applications you will herewith receive; they
will give you full and a more particular information upon
the subject, and therefore shall take the liberty of referring
you to them.

I would mention to Congress that the Commissary of
Artillery Stores has informed me, that whatever powder has
been sent to this camp has always come without any bill
ascertaining the number of casks or quantity. This, it is
probable, has proceeded from forgetfulness or inattention in
the persons appointed to send it, or to the negligence of those
who brought it, though they have declared otherwise, and
that they never had any. As it may prevent in some mea-
sure embezzlements, (though I do not suspect any to have
been made,) and the Commissary will know what and how
much to receive, and be enabled to discover mistakes, if any
should happen, I shall be glad if you will direct a bill of
parcels to be always sent ip future.

There have been so many accounts ITomEngland, all
agreeing that Commissioners are coming t

.

o America,
.

to pro-
pose terms for an accommodation, (as they say,) that I am
inclined to think the time of their arrival not very far off.
If they come to Boston, which probably will be the case,
(if they come to America at all,) I shaIl be under such em-
barrassment respecting the manner of receiving tl,1em,and
the mode of treatment that ought to be used, I ther\;)fore
pray that Congress will give m\;)directions, and point out
the line of conduct to be pursued. Whether they are to be
considered as Ambassadors, and to have a pass, or permit,
for repairing through the country to Philadelph.ia, or to any
other place, or whether they are to be restrained in any, and
what manner, I shall anxiously wait their orders; and what-
ever they are, comply with them literally.

I have the honour to be, with great esteem, sir, your most
humble servant

G W' . EORGE ASHINGTON.

To the Honourable the President of Congress.

Cal!lbridge, March 21, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Ere now I was in hopes of congratula-
ting you on the departure of the Ministerial Troops, not
only ITomyour capital, but country. That they still remain
in the harbour, after having been five days embarked, affords
matter for speculation, and, collected as their force is now,
of apprehension. This circumstance, the security of Bos-
ton by a work OnFort-Hill, and demolition of the lines on
the Neck, and preservation of the stores for Continental use
belonging to the King, by a proper search after them, ren-
dered it indispensably necessary fi)r me to throw more troops
into the town immediately, (it coming within the line of ~ny
duty;) but notwithstanding all the precaution which I have
endeavoured to use, to restrain and limit the intercourse be-
tween the town and country and Army for a few days, I
greatly fear that the small-poxwiJl be communicated to
both.

So soon as the fleets sail, my attention must be turned to
aTjotherquarter, and most of the Continental Regiments, now
here, marched off. It may be necessary, therefore, for YOll,
gentlemen, to consider the state of your harbour, and think

..
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of such works as shaH be found necessary for the defence of
it, and the town, in case another anned force, (which I by
no means expect,) should be sent hither. I shall leave three
or four regiments, as circumstances may require, for the se-
curity of the stores, and throwing up such works ~s shall be
deemed necessary for the purposes above-men~lOned, a?d
shall direct the officer commanding them to receive such In-
structions, in respect to the latter, as you may think proper
to give.

It has been suggested to me that in the ~own of Boston,
&c., there is a good deal of property belongmg to Refugees,
and such other inimical persons, as, from th~ first of. the .p.re-
sent dispute, have manifested the most unfnendly dlspos~tJ~n
to the American cause, and that part of this property IS III
such kind of effects as can be easily transported, concealed,
or changed; I submit to you, therefore, gen.tlemen, the ex-
pediency of having an inquiry I?ade into th~s.matter before
it is too late for redress, leavlllg the decIsion thereupon
(after the quantum or value i~ asce,rtained, and held in a
state of durance) to the consideratIOn of a future day: I
have ordered that no violence 1:Ie offered by the soldIery,
either to the property or persons of those people; wishing
that the matter may be taken into consideration by your ho-
nourable body, and in such a way as you shaH judge most
advisable.

The enclosed came to me a few days ago, and I beg
leave to recommend the purport of it to the conside:a!ion
of the Court. I shall take the liberty to add, as my opmlOn,
that the Congress expect nothing else than that the Field-
Officers of the 1I'Iassachusetts Regiments should receive the
same pay as those of the other Colonies have done, and
that they expected, at the time the pay was fixed, that fifteen
pounds to a Colonel, twelve pounds to a Lieutenar:t-Colonel,
and ten pounds to a Major, was the actual estabhshment of
this Government. I could wish, therefore, they were allow-
ed it, to remove the jealousies and uneasinesses which have
ansen.

I am, with great respect and esteem, gentlemen, &c.,
GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To the Honourable General Court. *

.

.. The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into consideration
a Letter from his Excellency General 1Fa8Mngton, dated the 21st of
March instant, as also the Report of a Committee who, ~y order of
Court, had waited on his Excellency, to confer on the subject-matter
of the removal or the Continental Troops now in this Colony, having
attended to the business assigned them, report as followeth:

As our enemies are now withdrawn from the Town of B08ton, and it
appearing to your Committee that it is a matter of the utmost importance
to secure said Town against the approaches of large ships-of.war in fu-
ture that a Committee of both Houses be appointed as soon as possible
to I~y before this Court a sketch of the Harbour of B08ton, and e.xa":line
and report particularly the number of passages there are for shIps mto
tbe same. and what distance they are from the capital; what is the depth
of waterin, and the width of the channel at each passage; what is the
height of the land adjoining, and the distance therefrom to the opposite
side of the channel j whether it is necessary to the best good of this Co.
lony and its capital, that all the passages to the Town of B08ton should
be c~ntinued open; what aTe the advantages, and what the disadvan-
tages that will result from stopping ehhf'r of the passages thereto; which
pass;ge, if any, ought to be stopped j where can fortifications be erected
most easily to resist the enemy in their attempt to enter the harbour
aforesaid; whether such posts are on the main, or on an island or
islands; and if on an island, whether a communication can be kept up
petween it and the main in case of a siege j whether those posts are com-
manded by any neighbouring hills j and if by any, by what hills; and
whether, at all times, a garrison a( such posts can be supplied with
water.

And whereas this Colony is greatly weakened by the destruction of
our fortifications and warlike stores by our enemies, and will be more so
on the removal of the Continental Army, as a large proportion of the
men and arms therein are from this Government:

Your Committee are therefore of opininn that an application be im-
mediately made to his Excellency General TVa8hington, and request that
he wO\lld further consider the exposed, and, at present, the defenceless
6tate of this Colony, and, if consistent with the general interest, he
would continue here six Regiments of the Continental Troops for the
defence of this Government, instead of the three or four Regiments his
Excellency hath informed this Court he intends to leave.

W. SEVER, per order.

In Council, M.RCR 25, 1776: Read and accepted j and Ordered, That
E. Lincoln and J08eph Palmer, Esquires, with such as the honourable
House shall join, be a Committee for the purposes mentioned in the fore-
going Report.,

S~t down for C9ncurrence.
PEREZ MORTON, Deputy Secretary.

In ,House of Representative8, MARCH 25, 1776: Rear! and concurred;
_and M.r, Cooper, Mr. Brown of Boston, and Deacon Nicoll", are joined.

Bcnt up.
WILLI,U[ COOl'ER, Speaker pro te1l..

Inventory of Stores belonging to the King, and left in Bos-
TON; taken the 18th and 19th of MARCH,1776, by
order of THOMASMIFFLIN,Esq, Quartermaster-Gene-
ral of the Continental Army.

A Brigantine, about 120 tons burden, loaded with Oil and
Pearl.

A Schooner, about 80 tons, scuttled, with 200 hogsheads of
Salt on board.

150 hogsheads of Salt in a store.
100 bundles of Iron Hoops.
Long Wharf-157 Pack Saddles.

123 Water Casks.
A Brigantine, scuttled, about 140 tons.
A Sloop, do. 70 tons.
A Schooner, do. 40 tons.
1,000 chaldron q.f Sea Coal.
52 Iron Grates.
General Gage's Chariot, taken out of the dock, broken.
A quantity of Cordage and old Cable, broken.
Five Anchors.

Green's Wharf-about 200 Blankets; four and two-thirds
_jars (large) of Sweet Oil. ,

Ratch's Wharf-three Cannon, double-charged and spiked.,
Hancock's Wharf-a new Ship, about 300 tons, scuttled;

a Schooner, about 70 tons, scuttled.
About 1,000 bushels of Salt.
3,000 Blankets.
30 Water Casks.

Tudor's 'Wharf-a Ship, about 350 tons, scuttled.
Dummet's Wharf-5,000 bushels Wheat in store; a Sloop,

about 60 tons, scutt]ed; a Fishing Boat.
'Webb's Wharf-a Sloop, about 60 tons, scuttled.
Fuller's Wharf-about 500 bushels of Salt.
Fitch's 'Wharf-a Schooner, 70 tons, scuttled.
B. M. General's Office-about 1,000 bushels Sea Coal"

and one Clock; also, Lumber; about 150 hogsheads of
Lime; four barrels of Flour; 100 empty irofl-bound
Casks, carried to Fort-Hill by General Putnam's order ~
10 24-pound Cannon Cartridges.

Tileston's Wharf-300 hogsheads of Salt.
Three Brigantines-Qne, 150 tons; one, 120 tons: and

one, 130 tons. ,

The Brig Washington, commanded by Captain Mar.tin..
dale, with all her Guns, in the dock.

One and a half hogshead of Sugar.
A quantity of Pickets, Fascines, and Gabions, in store.
About 5,000 feet of Boards.

Griffin's Wharf-a number of Iron Grates.
Hubbard's Wharf-about 1,500 Rugs and Blankets.

50 Water Casks, iron-bound, carried to Fort-Hill by Ge-
neral Putnam's order.

One cask of Deck Nails.
About 200 cords of Wood.
About 200 chaldron of Sea Coal. ,

South-Battery, or Laboratory-52 pieces of Cannon, trun-
nions broken off, and spiked; 600 feet of Boards;
about 30 iron-bound Casks, carried to Fort-Hill by
order of General Putnam.

A number of Ball and empty Shells.
A Brigantine, 120 tons; a Schooner, 60 tons.

Wheelwright's Wharf-14 Anchors; three and a half hogs.
heads of Brimstone.

300 hogsheads of Salt.
A quantity of Logwood.
Three hoO'sheadsof Sea Coal.
One 13-jhch Mortar, with an iron bed; a number of

Shells, Carcasses, and Cannon Shot, in the dock.
Halrs Wharf, and in his possession--600 bushels ot Corn,

and Oats; 100 sacks Bran; eight hogsheads of Molas-
ses; 100 empty iron-hound Casks; two Schooners, about
60 tons each; one Sloop, about 40 tons; 10 Horses,
Tearps, and Harness.

Hutchinson's Wharf-anew Ship, about 350 tons, scuttled;
two Brigs, about 120 tons each, scuttled; two Sloop,~
about 60 tons each, scuttled.

Winnisimit-a new Ship, building, thrown off the stocks,
200 tons; about 100 bushels QfSalt; store pulled down.

Peck's Wharf-about 100 hogsheads essence of Spruce.
10 hogsheads of Beef.
Six hogsheads of Molasses, not quite full.
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Five barrels of Molasses.
A Sloop, about 50 tons, two-thirds full of Molasses.

At Mr. Lovell's-General Gage's Coach, a Phaeton, and
Harness, complete.

20 Iron Pots and Kettles.
Joy's Yard-a parcel of Lumber, Tools, and Joists.
Hill's Bakehouse-20 barrels of Flour.
North and South Mills-10,000 bushels of Wheat and

Flour, not bolted; 1,500 bushels of Bran. _

King's Brewery-13 empty iron-bound Butts; 14 hogs-
heads of Spruce Beer; two iron-tierced Trucks.

Town Granary-1,000 bushels of Beans; 100 bushels of
Horse Beans.

Vincent's Stable-10 tons of Hay.
Love's Lumber Yard-50,000 Shingles; 35,000 feet of

Boards; 1,000 Clapboards; 20 Handbarrows.
Henderson lnche's Store, near Beacon-Hill-about six tons

of Hay.
Stable at the Rope Walks-about 10 tons of Hay; lID

Horses. -
By return this day:

JOHN G. FRAZER,D. Q. M. General.
Boston, March 20,1776.

Provision Return.

Light Dragoons, - 258 38th Regiment, -
Royal Artillery, - 434 40th Regiment, -
First Battalion Marines, 315 44th Regiment,
Second ditto, 304 45th Regiment, -
Grenadiers, 698 47th Regiment, -
Light Infantry, 650 49th Regiment, -

4th Regiment, - 295 52d Regiment, -
5th Regiment, - 284 55th Regiment, -

] Oth Regiment, - 279 63d Regiment, -
17th Regiment, - 313 64th Regiment, -
22d Regiment, ':" 297 65th Regiment, -
23d Regiment, - 283

35th Regiment, - 297 7,579
The General and Regimental Hospitals not induded -in

the above Return, amounting to between five and six hun-
dred men.

Camp at Roxbury, March 22, 1776.

SIR: I am now to inform your Excellency that I am in
such an ill state of health, that I do not think myself capa-
ble of doing the duty which ought to be done by me through
the ensuing campaign, in the station I am now in. And to
eat the Continental bread, and not do the duty, is what I
am much averse to. Th.erefore, I must beg leave to resign
my command, and to wIthdraw from the Army after the
expiration of this month.

I am your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMAS "\V ARD.

To His Excellency General Washington.

Camp in Cambridge, March 1S, 1776.

SIR: The Ministerial Troops having (yesterday) taken
their departure from Boston, will, I presume, occasion the
removal of the Continental Army to some distant part of
the Continent. And as I find myself in such an infirm state
of health as renders me unable to bear the fatigue of such
march as that manreuvre will require, I cannot think it lau-
dable to continue inthe Army and pay of the Continent,
without being able to merit the pay by my service; there-
fore take leave to desire I may resign the command in the
Army I have been honoured with. And as I am at pre-
sent unable to travel, and being ope hundred and forty
miles from my family, I take leave, also, to request that my
resignation may take place the lIth day of April next.

I am your Excellency's most obedient humble servant,
JOSEPH FRYE.

To His Excellency General Washington.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 20, 1776.
(Parole, Dorchester.) (Cnuntersign, Salem.)

TVldtcomb's,Phinney's, and Huchinson's Regiments, are
to march into Boston this day, and remain thereuntil fur-

ther orders. They are to guard the town and publick stores
there, and do all such fatigue, and other duties, as the Gl,'-
neral commanding there thinks proper to order. Every
possible precaution will be taken to destroy the infection of
the small-pox.

The troops now in Boston are to march out, and join
their respective regiments, upon b()ing relieved by the regi-
ments that are to march in.

The posts on Bunker's Hill, Breed's Rill, and Charles-
town-Fcrry, are to be garrisoned by Colonel TValdron's
Regiment, who is to take especial care that the abattis,
picketing, &c., are preserved entire.

The Quartermaster-General is to see that fire-wood or
coal is immediately laid in for the supply of those posts.

The Commissary-General has orders immediately to lay
in a proper supply of provisions for tbe garrisons of Boston,
Bunker's ~Elill, and Dorchester Ileigltts.

270
289
284
301
332
308
291
204
287
396
140

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 21, 1776.
(Parole, New- YQ1'k,) (Countef'ign, Halifa:r_)

Learned's and Cary's Regiments are to march this af-
ternoon, and relieve the troops upon Dorchester-Ileights,
and those regiments are to remain in garrison until further
orders. The Deputy Quartermaster-General will provide
carriages from Ro.'"cbury, and provisions are ordered by the
Commissary-General to be stored upon the Heights.

The details for the Roxbury and Cambridge Depart-
ments, will be delivered to the Majors of Bri~de with this
day's orders.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 22, 1776.
(Paro1e,Grafton. (C"untersign,. . . . . . .)

The Colonel of Artillery, Quartermaster-General, Com-
missary-General, and Commissary of Ordnance Stores, to
make out exact Retums of all Military Stores, Provisions,
&c., &c.,now in Boston, Cambridge, Roxbury, Dorchester-
Heights"and Forts, &c., adjacent. This must be done in
the correctest manner, and when finished and signed, deli-
vered by the proper officer of each Department to the
Commander-in-Chief.

The Provost-Marshal is forthwith to remove with his
prisoners to Boston. The prisoners of war and John Ste-
vens, are, by his Excellency's order, to be put into Boston
Jail.

The Majors of Brigade to order the Adjutanfs to be
punctual in delivering their "Veekly Returns' at orderly time
to-morrow.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 23, 1776.
(Parole, Cape. Fear ) (Countersign, ftfoure_)

Colonel James Read's, Nixon's, Poor's, Prescott's, Ar-
nold's, and Baldwin's Regiments, are the first to march
under Brigadier-General ..Sullivan. They are to be rcady
at a moment's warning. The General flatters himself that
the comrrianding officer of each of these and the other corps
will exert themsdves (as they are going to join the troops
of other Colonies) in sprucing up their men, that they may
look as soldier-like and reputable as possible. This, and a
proper attention to the good and orderly behaviour of the
men, and the proper care of their arms, ammunition, and
accoutrements, are qualifications essentially necessary to
every commanding officer; therefore, for their own honour
and the honour of the New-England Colonies, it is hoped
they will diligently exert themselves at this time.

T\vo Companies of Artillery, with such light brass ord-
nance and stores as the commanding officer of the Artillery
shaH direct, are to march with General Sullivan.

Colonel Gridlcy is to apply to General Ward for such
men as are necessary for the demolition of the lines on Bos-
ton Neck, who is to see the work executed as fast as pos-
sible; the pickets and other useful materials to be l)1'e-
served and placed, so as to be ready when called for, under
the care of sentries. Such parts of these works as may be
of service for our defence are to be preserved.

Colonel Knox will immediately layout a battery upon
Charlestown Point, to be executed under the direction of
Lieutenant-Colonel Mason, of the ArtiHery. A Field-Offi-
cer, with aJl the men off duty of Colonel Rob1:nson's Regi.
ment;to march at sunrise, lo-morrow morning, to Charles.
town Point, as a working party.
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Head.Quarters, Cambridge, Marcb 24, 1776.
(Parole, Philadelphia,) (Cou(nersign, Lynch.)

The enemy still continuing in the harbour without any
a.p~arent cause for it, after winds and weather have favoured
theIr sailing, leaves abundant reason to suspect that they
may have some design of aiming a blow at us before they
depart. The General, therefore, in the strongest terms
imaginable, recommends to the commanding officer of every
corps to prevent his men that are off duty from stragg1ing,
but to have them ready to turn out at a moment's warning,
with their arms and ammunition in good order. For this
purpose, a strict attention is to be paid to roll-calling, and

.
all delinquents severely punished.

The General Officers, in their several departments, are to
take care that proper alarm-posts are assigned every corps,
tbat no confusion or disorder may ensue in case we should
be called out. In a particular manner, Generals Putnam
and Sullivan are to attend to those of the centre and left
division. As the enemy's evacuation of Boston will rend0r
a new dispositiqn proper, they are to meet and consult on
this point without delay. General Greene wiJI dispose of the
Regiments in Boston to the best advantage.

The floating batteries to be manned (if they have guns
on board)and sent down to Charlestown Point, for the pur-
p~e of defence, in case of need.

The guard-boats are to patrol constantly, and be very
attentive to every movement of the enemy; and good look-
outs kept at and from the posts from Chelsea, round Squan-
tum, and the earliest information given of a hostile appear-
ance.

All the flat-bottom and whale-boats, not in immediate
and necessary use, are to be brought from Boston and
Charlestown, where they are beating against the wharves,
and secured in Cambridge River. Mr. Sylvanus Drew is
appointed to take charge of the boats, and to make a return
~ereof to the Commander-in-C

.

hief. Such hands as he shall
fud necessary to get these boats together, General Putnam
will order him.

The publick horses and some other articles will be sold on
the Common in Cambridge to-morrow, at eleven o'clock.

ORDERS AND INSTRU'CTIONS FOR COLONEL MIFFLIN, QUAR-

TER~IASTER-GENERAL OF THE ARMY OF THE UNITED CO-

LONIES.

As the motions of the enemy, and the operations of the
f'41suing campaign, render it indispensably necessary that a
very large body of troops should be immediately assembled
at or near New- York, you will immediately proceed to Nor-
wich, in Connecticut, where you wiII, in concert with the
Brigadiers-General lIeatl£ and Sullivan, regulate the em-
barkation of the Brigades under their command, and settle
an such matters with the Commissary-General of Provisions,
and Contractors for the Transports, as may be further neces-
sary for expediting the march of the rest of the Army, with
the stores, artillery, camp equipage, &c.

This being done, you will proceed without delay to New-
York, where your first care will be to provide barracks for
the troops; firing, forage, and quarters, for the General Offi-
cers; fix upon a proper house or houses for a General Hos-
pital; stabling for the Continental draught-horses, &c., &c.
[ntrenching tools must also be immediately provided, with
a sufficient quantity of joist and plank for platfornls, and
timber for gun-carriages; in short, every necessary article
for the publick service, and which your experience the last
campaign convinces you will be wanted for that now ap-
proaching.

The variety of the business of your department renders
it next to impossible to point out particularly every duty of
your office; therefore a latitude is given you in these orders
and instructions, which, together with the directions and ad-
vice of the commanding General at Ni!w- York, must be the
rule for the future regulation of your conduct; and I shall
at present only recommend that the same integrity, zeal,
diligence, and activity, which has hitherto animated your
past services, may govern that which is to come.

Given at Head-Quarters in Cambridge, this 24th day of
March 1716.

G W
' ' EORGE ASHING'fON.

To Colonel Thomas Mijflin, Quartermaster-General.

TO THE INHABIT ANTS OF VIRGINIA.

.My COUNTRYMEN:The state of our publick affairs ap-
pears to be at present in a more critical situation than it has
been at any time since the commencement of the quarrel,
which has so much agitated the minds of the people, both
in Great Britain and America. The principles of a dis-
pute, so long contested before the whole world, I need not
recite to you. You have seen it in its birth, and your own
deliberations and exertions have conducted it to its present
point. The single question that has for many years dis-
turbed the publick tranquillity is well known on this side of
the Atlantick to be, whether the Parliament of England has a
right to bind us by their laws in all cases whatsoever, or in no
case at all, without our own consent-for reason and good
policy can discern no medium. And, indeed, no medium has
been sought on either side; for the fornler is maintained in
its utmost extent in Britain; the latter with no less firmness
in America. And after many resolves and petitions, and
after a long suspension of trade, and the milder methods of
obtaining redress, you have at last been constrained to take
up arms in your own defence. And I pray God that the
contest may be decided by arms alone; for I fear lest we
should be led into a snare, where the bait may be disposed
with so much craft that many, misled by generosity of dis-.
position, and others wearied with uncertainty and delay, or
seduced by motives of interest, may unwarily be decoyed
by it, without observing their danger. The snare to which
I refer is the negotiation which the British Ministry propose
to enter into with the States of America, in the beginning of
the next campaign. Although we have been declared Re-
bels by both Houses of Parliament as well as by the King,
to preserve a consistency with their former measures; and
although they have menaced us with all the power they are
able to command, to suppress this pretended rebellion; yet
we receive the most authentick intelligence that they design
to accompany their armaments with Commissioners to seve..
ral of the Colonies, to negotiate terms of submission to Great
Britain; a measure, it is evident, they ,,'ould never have
adopted, if they had not entertained some doubts of the suc-
cess of the sanguinary projects in which they had before
embarked; and if their long acquaintance with the policy of
courts, and finesse of negotiations, had not taught them that
success, if success be attainable, ismost likely to be accom-
plished by this means. And if our attachment to Britain;
if the prospect of peace (which seems to be doubly flatter-
ing, after distractions so great and of so long duration) do
not blind us, and hurry lI:, into the measure before we have
anticipated maturely all its consequences, we may easily
foresee that we shall be exposed to greater danger by nego-
tiation than by arms. It is we11 known to what an exces-
sive height bribery and corruption have been carried in Eng-
land: as much of the publick treasure is prostitUted to this
iniquitous purpose as might redeem the nation in a few
years from that enormous debt, under the load of which
every nerve of the body politick begins to crack. And can
we suppose that the treasure of England will be less pro-
fusely applied to buy their favourite measure into effect,
from the men who lead the Councils of the Colonies, than
it has been to purchase a majority in both Houses of Parlia-
ment ? c

They to whom we have hitherto deIega.:ted the task of
steering the State through the present troubles, merit every
acknowledgment we are capable of making to them, for the
wisdom and integrity of their conduct; but they must have
successors. Good policy, in a free State, requires that great
power should not be successively intrusted in the same hands
too often. The innocence of the cottage is frequently cor-
rupted when it is produced into the publick scenes of honour
and ambition. There is a situation in life in which a man
may act with great and deserved applause; but we reason
wrong if we therefore conclude that there are no tempta-
tions capable of comlpting his virtue. We may repent our
credulity if we unsuspiciQusly resign too far to his honesty,
without using any precautions against the fraHty of human
nature. I believe modern virtue is in no country carried to
so great a height as it is in America. I have as high a vene-
ration as a wise mal) ought to have for the Conventions of
th~ different Colonjes, and for the Continental Congress.
Hut shall we be in no danger by acting with an incaUtiqus
resignation, as if every man in these numerous assemblies,
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like Curius, could reject the costly and royal bribes of the
Samnites with a virtuous disdain? If they are to be bought;
if they have not attained a perfection almost beyond the con-
dition of 11Umannature, they may make their own terms. No
price win be denied that can be raised out of the future reve-
nues of America.

Our danger is the greater, because all the parts of their
demands are so inseparably linked together, that the minu-
test concession involves in it and draws after it all the train
of evils, and innumerable others, against which we have
complained and fought so long. Or if the voice of one
or two Colonies should be bought from among the rest, it
may throw us into endless distractions, and prolong and
increase the horrors of the war, by nursing enemies in our
own bosom, more formidable than those we encounter from
abroad.

Besides, what are we to expect fi'Om a negotiation? The
single question in dispute is, whether we are subject to the
British legislation, cOJ!sisting of King and Parliament, or to
the L~gislatures of America, consisting of the King's Rep-
resentative, and the Parliaments or Assemblies of the difte-
rent Colonies. If the English House of Representatives
mean to relinquish their pretended rights, what is easier than
to open the way to peace and harmony, in which we can
meet them with confidence, by passing a single bin decla-
ratory of our privileges? Such a bill they will make no dif-
ficulty to pass, if they mean to meet us upon sincere and
equitable principles. If they make their approaches under
any other pretext, they must be totally futile, and, accord-
ing to the common policy of European Courts, only meant

. to deceive.
Are we likely to be any nearer an accommodation after

they have repealed three of their obnoxious acts? The rest
remain in force; and the principle, the iniquitous principle
on which they are all founded, is still supposed to be tme,
and is kept up like a sluice, ready to pour in an inundation
of oppressions whenever it shall be admitted on our side the
water. Does it not kindle every honest man's indignation to
see the whole Continent insulted in the refusal of these acts,
as much as or more than in their creation? I can scarcely
suppress the expressions of the warmest resentment when
I conceive them approaching my country with the falsest
proposals of treaty, and at the same time insulting, with the
utmost indignity, our supposed credulity or ignorance.

They have repealed the Boston Port Bill, it is said, and
no doubt they will make a mighty merit of conceding so far
for the sake of peace. A meritorious concession, indeed!
to open the ports of a town to their half-starved soldiers,
after they have expelled its native inhabitants, burnt its
bouses and stores, pillaged its wealth, blocked up the only
passage by which it can manage its trade with the country,
and rendered it totally impossible to reap any benefit from
the repeal. In whose emolument does all this parade of
condescension issue? Not in that of the Colony; still less
in that of the just proprietors of the town. It is, then, I
presume, for the use and behoof of their officers and sol-
diers-a company of miserable wretches, in the constant
terrour of their lives, who neither know how nor have time
nor money to. make use of the privilege, unless it be to im-
port some potatoes and pOtter, to keep in their souls and
drown the sense of their misery. That, I suppose, the hu-
manity of their masters would not have denied them, if the
act had stood in the same predicament that it was. About
half as much, upon a just computation, may be placed to
the account of their merit, for the repeal of the Fishery
Bill. I will venture to assert, and I dare almost engage to
prove it, that they have had no design, for nine months
past, to prevent the present inhabitants of Boston from de-

°vouring all the fish which they had time and courage to
take. It would have been very cruel, because they were
in a pet with New-England, to have made no distinction in
their wrath, but have scourged their own children along with
their servants, and set them down to a dry morsel of potato
without any sauce. So that the sum total of Parliament
merit may be pretty fairly expressed in the style of the al-
gebraist thus: Tire repeal of 1 Bill for the administration
of Justice + 1 Port Bill + 1 Fishery Bill = 0 - 3: that is,

. three full Bills less than nothing; a worthy bottom on which
to open a negotiation. And yet, what concessions do they
expeCt on this account from us? They have the insolence

. to demand an acknowledgment of the right to alter, cut up,

new-model, and annul our charters, whenever a whimsical
Minister takes it in head that he is not complaisantly treated,
because we refuse to choke ourselves with tea, or to glu.t
the avarice of half a million of swag-bellied pensioners out
of our private purse, and to be bm1l1d by their laws in all
cases whatsoever. Since they offer terms of accommoda-
tion on one side, I think we have a right to state our de...
mands on the opposite column. But this I shall reserve for
another paper.

A PLANTER.
March 25, 1776.

CHARLES CARROLL TO DANIEL OF ST. THmfAS JENIFER.

Mount Clare, March 25, 1776.

My DEARMAJOR: I was so much out of order that I
was obliged to leave Annapolis earlier in the morning than
J intended, that I might not hurry myself too much in my
ride home. Unfortunately I got wet before I reached the
Mount, and fear, from the pains I have in my hands and
knees, and other appearances, that I shall have a smart fit
of the gout before I again get to. rights; however, shall be
able to judge in two or three days. If I should escape, I
am so entirely unhinged that I do not think I can venture
to Annapolis before ltlonday next. I hope Mr. Rumsey
will be down, th3.tMr. Smyth may not be detained longer
than is convenient to him. I de:,iredJ. T. to request tbe
Council to let me have their opinion about the tender now
fitting out, and I would manage that businesswhile up here.
I find, by what I yesterday heard, that many in town think
she is so dull a sailer that she wi!! be of no use. Let mc
also know of any directions to be given about sendin".down
hats, cartridge-boxes, &c.

0

I find we mUst look for another Second Lieutenant for
our Annapolis Artillery Company, as General Lee has taken
Mr. MassenbauO"hwith him. Let me know whether t'lIe
Council think of'coming up to Baltimore. If anything new
occurs, let us have it.

I am, dear Major, your affectionate friend and servant,
CHARLES CARROLl..

To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq.

AMOS GARRETT .TO BEN.TAMIN RUMSEY.

MaTch 25, 1776.

Sm: I bad a line from you about bayonets. I forged
out by a ?~r.vantI had. (since runaway) about sixty, for one
of the ~HJtIa Compames, and ofIi)red them at six shillings
per ~iece. I delivered one as a sample. They are mostly
unfimshed; but I could get them done by another smith I
have, if I could have a gauge given me as to the size of the
barrel. They were originally intended to fit on guns of dif-
ferent bores; but if I had the size of the musket-barrels
they could be finished all but fittin'" them to the ri".ht bar~. 0 0

r~ls, whIch must be done by an artificer with the piece by
hIm. If tbe Council of Safety should incline to take them
I will set about them, and it is likely I may make upon~
hundred or more, if I can, and deliver them to your order.
If I had the guns I would gladly fit them; but it cannot be
well done without.

I am, sir, your humble servant,

To Bcnjamin Rumsey, Esq.
AMOS GARRETT.

M.~RYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO STEPfIEN WEST.
[No. 84.] Annapolis,March 25, 1776.

SIR: 'Ve have been informed tbat you have a quantity
of coarse. blankets that are very suitable for the ,soldiery,
wh~ ~re I? great wan~ of that necessary article, and are
a~'aJd It WIll be some tIme b.efor~ we shall be able to pro-
vIde them, and that the soldIers ]l1 the mean time may suf-
fer very much for want of them. Under these circl1mstan-
ces, and from the zeal you ,have manifested in the cause,
we ~ake no doub~ but" th.at you will readily spare all you
possIbly can, notwlthstandmg you may have laid them aside
for the use of your own family.

You ",:,ill please to ",,:rite us on this subject by _ tbe first
opportul1ltt, and acquamt us what blankets you may think
p~oper to supply the publick, and the price; for which we
wIll send you an order on the Treasurer, and order them
directly here.. We are, &c.

To Mr. Stephen West.
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I\L\RYI:AND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GEORGE PLATER AND
GENERAL DENT.

[No. 85.] Annapolis, March 25, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Colonel Mercer has been with us this day,
and is very desirous a time and place should be appointed
for meeting to consult about setting up beacons on the river
Po tomack. We have agreed with him that Port- Tobacco
should be the place, and Tuesday, the Qd of April, the
time. You will be pleased to attend accordingly, agree-
able to your former appointment.

We are, &c.

To George Plater, Esq., and Brigadier-General Dent.

IIIARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO JOHN HANSON.

~o. 86.] Annapolis,March 25, 1776.
SIR: The bearer will deliver you the Association papers

subscribed in your County, which we request you will re-
turn to us by some safe conveyance as soon as you can
conveniently, as the Convention may possibly want to see
them.

We shall be obliged to you for particular accounts of the
expenses incurred by the Minute Companies in your Coun-
ty, as well as their wages, that we may transmit the money
to you to discharge them. If an opportunity should offer,
we request you will send us all the bayonets belonging to
the Provincial muskets.

Weare, &c.

To John Hanson, Esq., ,Chairman of the Committee of
Middle District of Frederick County.
N. B. The times of the attendance of the, men must be

proved. by the oath of some one at least of the commis-
sioned officers, agreeable to the resolves of the last Conven-
tion, and we return the enclosed for that purpose.

COLONEL ST. CLAIR TO PRESIDEJI,'T OF CONGRESS.
March 25, ] 776.

SIR: I observe that, in the vote of Congress for raising five
Battalions in Pennsylvania, there is no provision made for
Sill'geons' Mates, Sergeant-Majors, or Quartermaster Ser-
geants. I beg leave to represent to you that each of these
officers is very necessary to a battalion. Part of a batta-
lion may frequently be detached to a distance, where it may
be impossible for the SurgEJon to attend them, without ne-
glecting the rest o£ the regiment, And as to Mates being
readily found in Canada, I do assure you it is scarcely pos-
sible to find a person that has any knowledge, either as Phy-
sician or Surgeon, in that country, some few excepted, who
have left the Army, and settled there. The duty of the
Adjutant would be insupportable without the assistance of
a Sergeant-Major, and the Quartermaster-Sergeant is also
very necessary, as not only the quarters or encampment of
rt1Qcorps falls under the Quartermasters' direction, but the
receiving and issuing the provisions, and the care of all the
regimental stores, which it is impossible one man can at all
times execute; and these men ought to be acquainted with
accounts.

I also beg leave to mention to you the necessity of
providing tents fot" the troops in Canada. The season of
the year is at hand when they must occupy other grounds
than they have been cOnfined to in the winter, or be expo-
sed to have their posts insulted, and, perhaps, carried by a
force much inferior to theirs, were they encamped in one
body, or in such manner as to be capable of supporting each
other. And fents will become still more necessary, if there
should be a 'necessity to attack Quebeck in form, whieh
may probably be the case.

- I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient humble
servant, ARTHUR ST. CLAIR.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the
Continental Congress.

ALLAN McDONALD TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read March 29, and referred to the Committee on Prisoners.]

Philadelphia, March 25, ] 776.

SIR: It is now several weeks since the Scotch inhabitants
in and about JohnstQwn, Tryon County, have been required

by General &huyler to deliver up their arms; and that each
and all of them should parade in the above place, that he
might take from this small body six prisoners of his own
nomination. The request was accordingly complied with,
and five other gentlemen with myself made prisoners of.
As we are not conscious of having acted upon any princi-
ple that merits such severe proceedings from Congress, we
cannot help being a good deal surprised at such treatment;
but are willing to attribute this rather to malicious, ill-de-
signing people, than to gentlemen of so much humanity and
known character as the Congress consists of. The many
difficulties we met with since our landing on this Continent,
(which is but very lately,) burdened with women and chil-
dren, we hope merit a share in their feeling; and that they
would obtain the surest conviction, before we were remo-
ved fi-om our families; as, by a separation of the kind, they
are rendered destitute, and without access to either mo-
ney or credit. This is the reason why you will observe,
in the article of capitulation respecting the &otch, that they
made such a struggle for having their respective families
provided for in their absence. The General declared he
had no discretionary power to grant such, but that he would
represent it, as he hoped with success, to Congress; and in
this opinon two other gentlemen present supported him.
The request is so just in itself that it is but what you daily
grant to the meanest of your prisoners. As we cannot, we
do not claim it by any agreement. Though, by a little at-
tention to that part of the capitulation, you will observc
that we were put in the hope and expectation of having
them supported in their different situations.

As to ourselves, we are put into a tavern, with the proppr
allowance of bed and board. This is all that is necessary
so far. But what becomes of the extemal part of the body?
This requires its necessaries, and without the decent part of
such, a gentleman must be very intolerable to himself and
others. I know I need not enter so minutely in represent-
ing those difficulties to Congress or you, as your establish(~d
character and feelings will induce you to treat us as gentle-
men and prisoners, removed from all means of relief for
ourselves or families, but that of application to Congress.
I arrived here last night in order to have the honour of lay-
ing those matters personally, or in writing, before you and
them. Shall accordingly expect to be honoured with an
answer.

I am, most
servant,

respectfully, sir, your most obedient humblo

ALLAN McDoNALD.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO OFFICER COMMANDING AT
NEW-YORK.

Philadelphia, March 25, ] 776.

SIR: Captain James Young, of this city, having, by Id-
tel', represented to Congress, that his son John YOWJO",in
January last, eloped from him and got on board the pKenix
man-of-war, at New- JTork, from whence he was proceed-
ing to Boston, and on his passage was east away on Long-
Island, and that he i" now fortunately a prisoner at New-
York, and desiring that be may be pernlittcd to be a pri-
soner on his parole at the estate of his late grandfather,
(Doctor Greame;) in consequence of which, I have it in
charge to direct that the said John Young be allowed to
reside at the house of the late Doctor Greame. You will
therefore please to order him to be delivered to his filther,
first taking his parole, which he must subscribe; and you
will forward it "to me.

Captain James Young is a gentleman exceedingly fi-iend-
ly to our cause; I therefore beg leave to recommend him to
your notice.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant,
.

JOHN HANCOCK;President"

To the Officer Commanding the Continental Troops at
New-York.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, March 25, 1776.

SIR: I had the honour of receiving yesterday yours of
the 19th, containing the agreeable information of the Minis-
terial Troops having abandoned Bo.yton. The partial vic-
tory we have obtained over them in that quarter, I hope
will turn out a happy presage of a more general one.
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Whatever place may be the object of their deSiination, it
must certainly give a sincere pleasure to every friend of this
country to see the most diligent preparations everywhere
ma.king to receive them. What may be their views it is
jndeed impossible to tell with any degree of ~~xactness.
We have all the reason, however, from the rage of disap-
pointment and revenge, to expect the worst. Nor have I
any doubt that, ,as far as their power extends, they will in-
flict every species of calamity upon us. The same Provi-
dence that has baffied their attempt against the Province of
Massachusetts-Bay will, I trust, defeat the deep-laid scheme
they are now meditating against some other part of our
cO,\lntry, ,

The inteHigence' that our Army had got possession of
Boston, you will readily suppose gave me heartfelt pleasure.
I beg, sir, you will be pleased to accept my warmest thanks
for the attention you have shown to my property in that
town. I hive, only to request that Captain Cazeneau will
continue to look afwr and tak\J c,!re that it be no ways de-
stroyed or damaged.

This, sucqess of our arms n;ltlu'alIy calls upon m'e to con-
gratulate you, sir, to whose wisdom and conduct it has been,
owing. Permit lne~to add, that if a constant discharge of
the most important duties, and the fame attending thereop,
can afford genuine satisfaction, the pleasure you feel must
be the most rational and exalted. ,

I have It in charge from Congress, to direct dUlt you
send a1\ac.count of the troops in your camp who are defi-
cient in arms, to the several Assembl~es'or Conventions
of the Colonies to which those men belong, and request
them to send a sufficient number of arms foy the mel'
coming from the respective Colonies; and'that if anns can-
not be procured, that such as have not arms be dismiss~d
the service.

The Congress being of opinion that the reduction of
Quebeck and the general security of the Province of. Ca-
nada, are objects of great concern, I am commanded to
direct that you detach four battalions ,nto CanadaJrom the
Army under your command, as soon as you shall be of
opinion that the safety of New- York a!1d the eastern ser-
vice will permit.'

.

Your several letters are at this time under the considera-
tion .of a Gommittee, As sOOnas any detennination is
made therepn, I will immediatelyforwardit to you.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest esteem, sir,
your most obedie.nt and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To His Excellency General Washington.

To the Honourable Provincial Congress or Committee of
Safety for the Province of NEW-YORK.

I, John ftfc"Do1~ald,Miper,who Wa,5..appointed by your
JIOl1Qurs,with the most punctual instructions r~lativ~ tQ
Imld-n)ipes,accordingly have proceeded, in compliance with
the request contained in said instructions, with .all conve-
nieptdespatch, to the Little Nine Partners; and repaired
myself, with all sincerity, in working and examining for
lead and copper, in order to bring the true information of
the state and. quality of the same, which iS,at large reported
as specified, in the following manner ~.Jonathan I.andQn,
Esq., to whom I wasreCQmmehQedJOI:,d;'f~9tigp's,cO!1dpct~
cd me to a limei'it.qne.bUI,wh~e, at random, too~ the di-
mensions from the, northeast t9 the,s.o.!llhw:est,b~ing one
mile in length, included from both fallings, hi tlie gr9ui:tdin
each end of said hin. The breadth i~ha1f a mire~and
about forty rods height. There 1 found said mines, the
veins of ore in which appear inclining or lying west and
east, in ledges of limestone, mixed with white flint. Some
years ago a company of adventurers had sl1nkseveral pits,
or shafts, in pursuit of ]elld and copper; and that amongst
the trials are .two pits, one of wl}jch is fifteen feet deep, the
ot.her is fifty feet deep; and in the bQttomof said pits left a
promising discovery of about sevel) inches di;mieter soliQ.
are, and that of a continued vein. Unfortunately the cOm-
pany were under the necessity of giving up their proceed~
jugs On account of the u,nder-\yaterrising,anenJwbichwe
are f\)l1y infijnned of all the particulars by Mr. l]lJrris.
The principal metbod ()f preventing the damage done by
the water is, to driv\J a level .&om.its ildvap.tageoussituatioIl
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to the discoveries made, which will clear away the water.
The timber which supported the pits from the beginning of
sink

.

ing, bro
.

ke by the age and want of repairing,
.

thereby is
filled to the top with rubbish, &c. Mr. lIarris undertook
cheerfully to make discovery of lead; therefore the said
Jonathan Landon, Esq., applied to one Mr. Fish (on whose
property Mr. Harris has made a prosperous discovery of
lead) for leave to open and seaf(~h the ground; but he
refused the freedom of breaking the ground, so that Mr.
Harris's best discovery was not explored. I made trials in
several places, and discovered a small quantity of lead ore
in each vein. The bounds wherein the mines lie are extra-
ordinarily well situated for pursuing the necessa;.j'trials ac-
cording to minery. The above-mentioned length, breadth,
and height, will be a sufficient declaration to any person
that professes to have a particular skill and knowledge in
conducting lead-mines regularly in all its brancbes. My
sincere advice to your Honours is, to employ some hands,
and provide them with tools, in order to clear and draw
the rubbish, &c., out from the said two pits, and support
them well with timber; and by accomplishing the clearings
of, rubbish from .these shafts, will make your Honours tQ
have the satisfaction to know the truth of Mr. lIarris's de;.
scription. If it appears to be depended on, the workm'en
must prepare to prosecute the discovery of the said lead,,:
mines according to the directions of the inspector appointed;
and if it be earned on properly, they will follow my afore-
s!lid directions. I surveyed some mines near. ]}!artown,
which is not worthy t6 report. I am fully inform~d by
several, that there is a good mine explored in Rochester
Patent, in Ulster County, which a company of adventurers
wroQghtat about fifty'years ago, and that they raised some
hundred tons of lead ore: The full truth of which mine,
Colonel Pawling, Chairman to the Committee Board of
Mo,rbletown,was to acquaint YOllrHonours.. The common
report of the neighbouring inhabitants was declaring their
seeiqg two feet diameter of solid ore, and great many trials
made. Your Honours mayor may not carry on these
trials to execution. All that can be said is, that such promi-
sing discoveries for the publick good ought not to remain
dead and useless in the bowels of the earth, without trials to
be properly executed.

All which is humbly submitted, by your HonourS' most
obedient and humble servant,

JOH~ McDoNALD,Miner.

-
JOSIAH QUINCY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

,

:Braintree, March 25, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOu}lExc.f:LL~NC¥: Your. obliging let-
ter of yesterday was handed to me this morning by Ge~
neral Ward's son. The fleet still continues in Nantasket-
Road; and I cannot discern any diminution of their nuin-
bers. Five or six transports, and a man-of-war, arrived last
Friday afternoon. As the lI)q!)-pf-w!lr saluted the4Jmiral,
I S{1ppose they ca)11e from England.

'I.'he signal at the Light-House was thrown out again on
Saturday; but the wind has

~

hitherto prevented the arrival
of any more yessels. The Admiral has a signal now flyi~g
at 11is.maintop-mast head. I wish it was in my pOWer.10
COnStrue. it.

Agreeable to your Excenincy's'desire, as fast as I ca~
find trustworthy persons, I shall give them directions to
make diligent search after s~ch character~ as you havede:-
scnlted, and) upon good ground of suspicion, to apprehend
qIld.carry thein' to H:ead-Qmirters, or bring them to me fQ):
further,examinati(m, as may be most convenient.

.
.

Eleven. Q'Clo(k..-l'!lis
,"!llqme'lt.!l~ explanation of.. the

above signal OCQnrs.. . Part of the fleet are come tQsail,." J
sbllll proceed journalwise toJI}formyourExcellency of their
movements, tillihe bearer, who is gone to see Colonet.l1~
per,retl,ll'ns., . ..'

Oneq'clock.:-Theyare still coming to sail; near,'or
quite fifty sail, are got outt9.sea-about balf of t/:Ii)m brigs,
sC~?-C;)llers,and sloops, one ,or two frigates, ~nd the ,.re-
rn<imder transport-shIps. TheIr course shaped for Cape-Cod.
Maynot this division, be boun,d for Martha,'s'Vineyard,and
dw Islands in that Spul)d, to procure fresh provision for: the
fl~et,which i;; to rendezvous at Halifax, and from thence to
proceed. to Quebeck 7

'"
Thref- o'clock,-My servant, who Wa,5 directed to take an.

3~
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account of the number that have sailed, informs me there
are in all fifty-two. One transport-brig is just arrived. I
expected Mr. Ward would return with Colonel Tupper, and
have dined with me. From them I hoped to have gained
further intelJigence, but am disappointed. I hear the Colo-
nel is preparing a formidable fire-raft, which I wish may
effectually operate, but fear a single one will avail little.

Your Excellency's tender concern for the restoration of
my health (which, thanks to the Father of Mercies, is much
mended) lays me under a fresh obligation to subscribe my-
.self, with cordial gratitude and esteem, your ExcelJency's
-obligedaQd faithful humble servant,

'To General Wl1$hington.
JOSIAH QUINCY.

P. S. Five o'clock.-The Admiral has just now hoisted
:another signal-a pendant under his flag. Two more ships
:are under sail, going out of the harbour.

Seven o'clock.-Mr. TVard arid Colonel Tupper are just
arrived. They are of opinion that the ships which sailed
to-day have carried off the Tories, and are bound with them
to Lewisburgh.

Ttresday morning.-Mr. Ward's tarrying in town gives
me a further opportunity to inform your Excellency that
the fleet, consisting of about one hundred sail, (chiefly large
ships,) remain as they were last night.

Ten .0'clock.- The same signal is now flying at the Ad-
miral's maintop-mast head as was hoisted yesterday morn-
ina-. .Scarce hoisted, before it was lowered again; and in
ab~ut half an hour, a blue flag is flying, at mizentop:.mast
head, and a pendant at his mizen peak.

Ekven o'clock The above signals are changed for a
red ensign hoisted just under his mizen-yard. A signal is
just now hoisted upon the top of the Light-House, for ves-
sels in the offing; and immediately ff)llowed by a blue broad
p~ndant from. the middle of. the To.wer. In less t~lan ~en

.
mmutes, the sIgnal first mentIOned, VIZ: a pendant, ISflymg
from his maintop-mast head.

Twelve o'clock.-A red ensign is now flying at his mizen-
top-mast head, a blue ensign at his starboard mizen shrouds,
and a pendant ~hrown out between, by hand, and imme-
diately taken in again.

Two o'clock.-The sixty gun-ship, in King Road, is
comelo sail, and going down to Nantasket. The Admiral's
red ensign is struck. The blue one remains. A large trans-
port-ship and a brig are just :trrived within the light.

If the foregoing intelligence, and the mode of it, sl)Ould
prove so agreeable to your Excellency as to desire the con-
tinuance of it while the fleet remains, please to let me
know your pleasure any time before to-morrow night, until
which time I shall continue to note down eVfry remark-
able occurrence. Ut supra, J. Q.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO LA~DON CARTER.

Cambridge, March 25, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have been honoured with your favour of
the 20th ultimo; and although I might intrench myself be-
hind the parade of great business, with as much propriety
as most men, yet I shall neither avail myself of it, nor be
debarred the pleasure of making this address in testimony of
your kind rernernbranGe, and the favourable sentiments you
are pleased to express of me.

To give you a detail of my distresses, on account of pow-
der, arms, and other articles of almost equal importance in
the military arrangement, would afford little amusement to
you, and no profit to me. I shall therefore pass them over, and
mform you that, having received a small supply of powder,
(very inadequate to our wants,) I resolved to take possession
of Dorchester-Point, lying east of Boston, looking directly
into it, and commanding absolutely the enemy's lines on
the N~k. To effecuhis, (which I knew would force the
enemy to an engagement, or make the town too hot for
them,) it was necessary, in the first instance, to possess
twoheights, (those mentioned in General Burgoyne's letter
to Lord Stanky in his account of the battle on Bunker's
RiU,) which had the entire commaJ1d of this point. 1?he
,ground being frozen upwards of two feet deep, and as Im-
penetrable as aro~k, nothing could be .attempted ~ith
,earth; we were obliged, therefore,to provIde an amazmg
9.uantity of chandeliers, fascmes, &c., for the work i and

on the night of the 4th, after a severe and heavy can-
nonade and bombardment of. the town the three preceding
nights, to divert the enemy's attention fi'om our real ob-
ject,. we carried them on under cover of darkness, and took
full possession of those heights without the loss of a. single
man.

Upon their discovering it next mornin~, great preparations
were made for attacking us; but not bemg ready before the
afternoon, and the weather getting very tempestuous, much
blood was saved, and a very important blow (to one side or
the other) prevented. That this remarkable interposition of
Providence is for some wise purpbse, I have no doubt; but
as the principal design of the man£Puvre was to draw the
enemy to an engagement under disadvantages; as a pre-'
meditated plan was laid for this purpose, and seemed to be
succeeding to my utmost wish; and as no men seemed bet-
ter disposed to make the appeal than ours did upon that
occasion, I can scarce forbear lamenting the disappointment.
However, the enemy, thinking (as we have since learned)
that we had got too formidably posted before the second
morning to be much hurt by them, and apprehending great
annoyance from our works, resolved upon a precipitate re..
treat; and accordingly embarked in as much hurry, and as
much confusion as ever troops did, the 17th instant, not
having got their transports half fitted, and leaving King's
property in Boston to the amount, as is supposed, of thirty
or fC,JJtythousand pounds, in provisions, stores, &c., &c.
Many pieces of cannon, some mortars, and a number of shot,
shells, &c., &c., are also left; their baggage-wagons, artil-
lery-carts, &c., which trleY have been eighteen months and
more preparing, were destroyed, thrown into the docks, and
found drifted on every shore. In short, Dunbar's destruc-
tion of stores, after General Braddock's defeat, was but a
faint resemblance of what ~e found here.

The enemy now lie in Nantasket-Road, (about nine miles
below Boston,) where, and in King's Roa.d, 'they have been
ever since their embarkation. . How to account for their stay
there, I know not. The inhabitants of Boston think it is to
arrange the lading of the transports, which were thrown in in
such disorder as to render it unsafe to put to sea until a new
regulation should take place. Others think they mean to
pass over the equinoctial gales before they put to sea. But
It is a doubt with me whether they may not be waiting an
opening (now they have got their whole force collected, no
posts to guard, and, as I understand, areinforcement tram the
West-Indies) to retrieve the honour oethei,r anns, which
seems, in the general opinion of people here, to have under-
gone some disgrace in this precipitate I'etreat.

They have left all their works standing on Bltnker's Ifill,
&0..; and very fOffilidable tbey are. Boston has shared a
much better fate than could possibly be expected; the
damage done to the houses being nothing equal to report.
Weare now in full possession of the town, and are fortify-
ing the harbour to prevent a return, if they should incline
to it.

'

As New- York is the most important object they can have
in view, on account of its command of Hudson'sRiver, lead-
ing into Canada, and separating the Northern and Southern
Colonies, it appeared necessary for me to take measures to
secure it, and, therefore, I detached six regiments instantly
to that p]ace; and, as soon as I see the' coast clear, shall
follow immediately with the rest of the Army, leaving a
few reuiments for the security of this Government, and fi)f
executfn<T such works as are laid out for the defence of Bos-

'" .
ton and the harbour. ,

I am, &c., GEORGEWASHINGTON.
To the Honourable Landon Carter, Bsq., Virginia.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JO$EPH REED.

Cambridge, March 25, 1776.

]\:Jy DEAR SIR: Since my last, things remain nearly in

.statu quo. The enemy have the best knack at puzzling
people I eVer met witb in my life. They have blown up,
burnt, and demolishedtl)e Castle totlllly, and are now all in
Nantasket-Road.

.

They have been there ever since Wed~
nesday. What they are doing, the Lord knows. Various
are the conjectures. The Bostonians think their stay. ab-
solutely necessary to tit them for sea, as the vesseb, neither
in themselves nor their lading, wef(~ in any degree tit for a
voyage, having been loaded in great haste and much disor-
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der. This opinion is caITOborated by a deserter from one
of the transports, who says they have yards, booms, and
bowsprits yet to fix. Others again think that they have a
mind to pass over the equinoctial gale before they put out, not
being..in the bl:)stcondition to stand one; others, that they
are waiting a reinforcement, which I believe has arrived, as
I have had an account of\he sailing of fifteen vessels from
the West-Indies. But my opinion of the matter js, that they
want to retrieve their disgrace before they go off, and I think
a favourable opportunity presents itself to them. They have
now got their whole force into one collected body, and no
posts to guard. We have detached six regiments to New-
.York, and have many points to look to, and, on lWonday
next, ten regiments of Militia, which were brojJght in to
serv~ till the first of April, will be disengaged. From former
experience, We have found it as practicable to stop a torrent
as these people when their time is up. If this should be
the case now, what more favourable opening can the enemy
wish for to make a push upon our lines, nay, upon the back
of our lines at Roxbury, as they can land two miles from
them and pass behind? I am under more apprehension
from them now than ever, and am taking every precaution
I can to guard against the evil; but we have a kind of peo-
ple to deal with who will not fear danger tiJI the bayonet is
at their breast; and then they are susceptible enough of it.
I am fortifying Fort-Hill, in Boston, and demolishing the
lines on the Neck there, as they are a defence against the
country only, and making such other dispositions as appear
necessary for a general defence. I can spare no more men
till I see the enemy's back fairly turned, and then I shall
hasten towards New- York.

You mention Mr. Webb, in one of your letters, for an as-
sistant. He will be agreeable enough to me, if you think
him qualified for the business. What kind of a hand he
writes, I know not-I believe but a cramped one; latterly
none at all, as he has either the gout or rheumatism, or both.
He is a man fond of company and gayety, and is of a ten-
der constitution. Whether, therefore, such a person would
answer your purpose Sowell as a plodding, methodica] per-
son, whose sale business should be to arrange his papers in
such order as to produce anyone at any instant it is called
for, and capable at the same time of composing a letter, is
what you have to consider. I can only add, that I have no
one in view myself, and wish you success in your choice;
being,with great truth and sincerity, dear sir, youraffec-
tionate servant, GEORGEWASHINGTON.
To Joseph Reed, Esq.
.
P. S. I l1ave taken o~c~ion to hint to a certain gentle-

man in this camp, without introducing names, my appre-
hensions of his being concerned in trade. He protests most
solemnly that he is not, directly nor indirectly.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO COLONEL WENTWORTH.

Cambridge, March 25, 1776,

SIR: Captain Fmzier delivered me your favour of the
21st instant. I have laid it and the Captain's petition be-
fore his Excellency, who has no objection to the gentlemen
belonging to the Susanna seeking an opportunity to return
home, which he will give them liberty to do, upon their
giving their parole not to act inimical to America during the
present contest.

The Captain sets forth, that he has been plundered of his
private PfQpertyto the amount of sixty-three pounds thirteen
shillings and three pence sterling.

This is a circumstance which gives great dissatisfactionto
the General. It has been his positive orders to the com-
man.ders of those armed vessels to guard against this so
iO'nominiousbehaviour of the people on board their vessels.
The only remedy at present that I can think of is, to get
the suff~rers' attestation of their loss. Let them be paid.
The Captains must find out who the .plunderers were; and,
besides such punishment as is du~ for their crimes, ~he sum
paid must be deducted from theIr share of the pnze. If
they cannot fixupon the defaulters, it must become a charge
against the one-third given to the captors by the Continent.

.

I
. &am, SIr,yours, c., ROBERTH. HARRISON.

To Colonel JQskua Wentworth, Portsmouth.

DAVID WOODWARD TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.
Hanover, March 25, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Enclosed is a copy of our proceedings,
which, we hope, will be approved. We have seen a resolve
of the Congress relative to such cases, but imagined the
necessity that immediate measures should be taken to sup-
press such a disorder justified our proceeding as we have
done. We could wish to have our duty in that and other
cases more particularly stated, that we may not be exposed'
to exceed our bounds. As there is a prospect of further
discoveries of the like kind in these parts, and as persons not
disposed to good order, taking advantage of our broken state,
have already begun to commit outrages on the property of
others, which, if passed unnoticed, and no measures are
directed for redress, wi1l be made use of as precedents for
other high-handed iniquity, and the person and property of
no one be secure.

Weare, gentlemen, with much respect, your most obe-
dient and humble servants.

By order of the Committee:
"DAVID WOQDWARD, Chairman.

To the Committee of Safety of New-Hampshire.

Colony of NEW-HAMPSHIRE,GRAFTONCounty, ss.
At a meeting of the Committee of SaCetyfor the Town of

JIanover, in said County, at the house of Johp, Paine, Inn-
holder i(l said Hanover, March 2a, 1776-

Present: Lieutenant David Woudwar;d,Chairman; Cap-
tain Aaron Storrs, Bezaleel Woodward, Esq., Clerk.

Bezaleel Phelps, of Norwich, in the Colony of New-
York, Yeoman, was brought before this Committee by virtue
of a warrant issued by Bezaleel Woodward and Aaron.
Storrs, (two of the Comm~ttee,) predicated on his having
in his custody, and detaining, a certain Note of this Colony,
bearing the face of a six-shilling Bill, which is supposed to
have been fraudulently altered and increased as to the value
or sum therein expressed by said Phelps, as by said warrant
more fully may appear.

Respondent pleads Not guilty.
. After a full hearing of evidences in said case, said Phelps

confessed that he had burnt said bill, being conscious that
it was altered; and that, in case he may be excused from
penalty for detaining said bill when he knew it was counter-
feit, he will disclose to this Committee the authQr of that and
sundry other bills, and discover where some of said bills are.

Whereupon, said proposal is agreed to, only that he pay
costs hitherto made in the affair till they can be regularly
recovered of some other person,' Costs taxed at forty
shillings. .

Said Phelps then desired Lemuel Paine, of said Hanover,
to produce a certain forty-shilling Bill which he received on
the eveninO' of the 15th instant of Andrew Wheatly, of
Lebanon; ;"hich said Paine, on request, accordingly did;
which Bill is adjudged by this Committee to have been al-
tered from a three-shilling Bill, and which said Lemuel, on
his oath, declares he received of said Wheatly, as aforesaid.

Committee adjourned to to-morrow mornihg, at nine
0'clock.

~Iarch 24.-Met according to adjournment.
Present: Lieutenant David Woodward, Ch~inI1an; Cap-

tain Aaron Storrs, Bezaleel Woodward, Esq., Clerk, Com-
mittee of Hanover. John Wheatley, Esq., Major John
Slapp, Major John Griswold, Mr. Azariah Bliss, Com-
mittee of Lebanon.

First. Charles Hill, of Lebanon, Innholder, is brought
before these Committees, for putting off and passing coun-
terfeit money; at which time, Sokmwn Cushman, of Nor-
wich, produced a forty-shilling Bill of .the Colony of New-
Hampshire, No. 3~60,.emitted July 25, 1775, and payable
December 20, 1779; which is adjudged by these Commit-
tees to have been altered; which BiH said Cushman, on
his oath, declared he received of said Charles Hill, in pay-
ment for a silk handkerchiefj and said Hill is not able to
infonI1nusof whom he received it.

Whereupon, it is considered, .
,

And Ordered, That said Hill pay to said Cushman the
value of said Bill, viz: forty shillings, and costs. Judgmen'
satisfied.

..
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Second, John Stockbridge, of Hanover, produced .to this
Committee a ten-shilling and six-pence Bill of the Colony of
Connecticut, dated Janua1'1} 2, 1775; ray able January 2,
1777; which is adjudged by this Committee to have be~n

.

altered from a two-shilling andsix-pencc Bill by some eVll-
minded person; and the said John, on his oath, declares he
received said Bill of Ebenezer Mattoon, of Captain Green's
-Company, in Colonel Bedel!s Regiment, in payment of a
.;debt, some time in the beginning of last week.

It is, therefore, considered,
And Ordered, That the said Mattoon o.ught, and is here-

by ordered, to pay the said John Stock~ndge the apparent
value of said Bill, viz: ten shillings and SIXpence, and costs.

N. B. March 29. It appears that said Bill passed through
sundry hands, from one Joseph Skinner to said Mattoon.

The Committee tben resumed the examination relative
to the Bill laid before this Committee yesterday by Lemuel
Paine relative to which Charles Hill, being sworn, testi-
fies: That, being at this house on the evening of the 15th in-
stant, he saw Joseph Skinner, of Captai~ G.reen's Company,
in Colonel Bedds Regiment, put a bIll mto the hand of
Andrew Wheatley, of Lebanon, that he might get it cha~ged.

Bezaleel Phelps, before-named: being swoI?1 test~fies:
That he saw Andrew Tt7teatley gIve a forty-shlllmg BIll !O
Lemuel Paine to be changed; and afterwards, as the smd
Phelps was going to Dr. Eager'~ with ~aid :r;;ki~ner, s~id
Skinner told this deponent that It was hIs Bill with winch
Wheatley paid the rec}mning at said Pai[!e's; and add~d,
"and I made it myself, and I have altered a good many Bills
from three shillings to forty shillings, and I have known many
more altered, both here and at Cambridge; and a pers~n
may make his fortune by it in a little ti,me." He also smd
that all the money he spent at CambruJge he altered; a~d
further said to said Phelps, that, if he told any body of It,
he WOl.lldkill him. Said Phelps further testifies: That he
saw said Skinner cut certain pieces from a certain book or
pamphlet, to use in altering Bills; and said Skinner told
him he had cut pieces from it before to use for that purpose,
and that he would not take a thousand pounds for the book.
Phelps described the bo~k, and infonl1ed p~rticularly where
he had left it, (which, bemg produced, exlllbit strong grounds
to apprehend, from its appearanc?, that it has been a.bun-
dandy used for that purpose.) Said Phe"lJ!s furth~r testIfies:

,
'When said Skinner had some paste to use m altermg money,
Mrs. Winton, coming into the room, asked what it was, for.
Dr. Eager replied, to ~aste books; w!Ien h~ was, sun dry times
in the room whilst Sktnner was altenng Bills with the paste,
both before and after Mrs. Winton asked the question. Said
Phelps further testifies: Tbat he saw said ,Skinner al~er a
Bill to a forty-shilling, last Sunday; . amI this deponent ob-
served Dr. Eager to be present part ~f the .time., Asked
Skinner whether the Doctor knew of his altenng BIlls? To
which Skinner replied, "Damn him, yes." Said Phelps
further testifies: That Dr. Eager, at another time, exa-
mined him whether his father could make plates to stamp
money; "for, (said he,) if we had plates, we eould make
money very conveniently at my house, a~d nobody would
mistrust us." Said Eager, at the same time, added, that
the reason of his going to Canada last f:'lll~~s, because he
was infonned he could there get large quantities of counter-
feit paper money; but they lied to him, an~ he would not
be caught aO'ain in O'oing to Canada for nothmg.

Whereup~n, it is considered. and adjudged by th~e
Committees that said Joseph Skznner o~ght ~o pay to saId
Lemu.el Paine the apparent value of Said BIll uttered and
put off to said Paine, viz: forty shillin~s, as appe~rs by the
foregoing evidences, and the cost of thIS ex.ammatlOn, taxed
as follows, vi~ :

Time and expenses of three Committee-men
from Hanover two days, (and one all night

. on the service,) at 20s. each, - - - - £3 0 0
Four Committee-men from Lebanon oDe and

a half day, at 1Os.
Three copies of the case at large, with the

evidences, - - - -
Entry of the case on record qtlarge, --
Attendance of two evidences one day each,

at 12s.' one evidence two,days, at 8s. -
Costs bro~ght onsaid Phelps in tbeaffair,

.

And whereas the said Joseph Skinrwris suriposed to be
guilty of altering said Bill and sundry others.; and ~s he
now belongs to Colonel Timothy Bedds RegJment, m tho
Northern Department of the Continental Army:

It is Ordered by this Committee, That copies of this ex-
amination, signed by the Chairman and Clerk, be delivered
to the said Colonel Bedel, (who is now present,) for the pur-
pose, that he may cause the said Joseph Skinner to be
apprehended, and that he may be made to pay the above-
mentioned damage and costs; and. that he may be further
examined touching his altering said Bills, and dealt relative
thereto, as to law and justice appertains. ,

And it is further Ordered, That copies of the foregoing
procedure, signed by the Chainnan and Clerk, be trans-
mitted to the Committee of Safety for this Province, and
also to General fJTashington; and that they write a respect-
ful letter to his Excellency, setting forth the grounds this
Committee have to suspect alterations of money in like
manner in the Army at Cambridge.

Per order of the Committee:
DAVID WOODWARD, Chairman.

A true copy from the Minutes. ,Attest:
BEZALEEL WOODW,l.RD,Clerk.

N. B. March 29, 1776.-Notwithstanding the foregoing
respecting Dr. Eager, this Committee 'are fully convinced
of his innocencein the matter. .

Per order: BEZALEELW OODWARD,Clerk.

WEST~lORELAND COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE.

In Committee, March 26, 1776.

A certain Henry Gla~s being summoned before the Com-
mittee, to answer a complaint preferred against him by
ltlartin Fisher, and appearing to the same; and it havinrr
been proved that he declared" the Slaves in the part of tll~
country he lived in, being ill-used, he thought they would
be justifiable in burning their Mastel's' houses over their
heads, which would be the least revenge they could take ;"
and upon being charged by the same Martin Fisher with
having broken through the Association, in demanding a
higher price for his goods-particularly Coffee and Sligar--
than he was allowed to take, and being threatened with a
complaint against him for slIch breach, "he damned the
Committee, and declared he did not regard them, and
would sell his goods as he pleased, and in their teeth:" As
this conduct of said Glass happened before the institution of
the Court appointed to take cog~izance of such matters, the
Committee have thought the most proper mode of dealing
with him is, to hold him out to the censure of the publick;
which they now do.

And Ordered, accordingly, That these proceedings be
transmitted to the Printer to be published.

Copy from the Minutes:
JAMES DAVENPORT, Clerk.

GEORGE PLATER TO MARYI,AND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Sotterly-Hall, March 26, ] 776.

GENTLEMEN:I have the honour of yours of the 19th in-
stant, communicating your appointment of me, with Briga-
dier John Dent, to co-operate with tbe Commissioners of
Virginia in erecting beacons on the shores of Po tomack
River. It will give me the highest pleasure to be in any
manner serviceable to my country; and. I only lament tbat
my abilities are not equal to my inclination;

.
but upon this,

and, I hope, on every occasion, be assured they shall be
exerted; and that I am, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant, .'

G
.

PEORGE LATER.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of .Maryland.

2 0 0 MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DANIEL ANt> sAm,n:L
HUGHEs.

o 10 0 [No. 87.] Annapolis, March 26, 1776,
o 10 0 GENTLEMEN: We received a letter yesterday from Mr.

Lux, advising us of your having cast and bored one cigh-
. 0 teen-pounqer, and that you expected to have four others

o finished by this time. Our Board have appointed Captain

o Burgess to prove them> and desire you wil1 forward them

1 0
2 0

£90



505 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., MARCH, 1776. 506

to Baltimore as fast as you can get them ready to send oft,
as they are greatly wanting there.
,

We are, &c.
To Messrs. Daniel and Samuel Hughes.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL JOSHUA
BEALL.

[No. 88.] Annapolis,March 26, 1776.

SUt: We send you, enclosed, commissions to fill up
Captain Warring's Company, and shall do the same by
Captain Richardson's, when you transmit us the name of a
proper person for Ensign. We send you also an order on
the Treasury for fifty pounds, for which you will hereafter
render us accounts. It will serve to pay for wood, candles,
expenses, guards, &c~

\Ve apprehend you have not much more than one ton of
powder remaining at Bladensburgh, part of which will be
ordered soon to Piscataway, some part left where it is, and
the remainder wiH be ordered up to our magazine in the
neighbourhood of Annapolis, now getting ready. In the
mean time, we desire you would keep a guard of six men,
to relieve each other, (two only we think.sufficient to be on
duty,) their pay and rations the same as when in actual ser-
vice; upon which plan you are to make out the accounts
for the attendance of the guard heretofore.

We are, &c. '

To Colonel Joshua Beall.

MARYLAND COUNCIL O}' SAFETY TO CAPTAIN BURGESS.

[N o. 89.] Annapolis, March 26, 1776.

SIR: The Council of Safety have appointed you to prove
, the cannon to be supplied this Province by Messrs. Daniel

and Samuel Hughes, and request you will immediately re-
pair, for that purpose, to their works at Antietem. We en-
close you an order on the Committee of Obs~rvation f()fthe
Middle District of Frederick County for what powder will
be wanting, and will defray any expenses you may neces-
sarily incur on that service, as well as satisfy you for your
trouble. Weare, &c.
To Captain Burgess.

}URYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO BAW'IJIWRE COIDIITTEE.

[No. 92.] Annapolis, March 26,1776.

GENTLEMEN:Weare not as yet fully detennined as to
the schooner of Mr. Lux, fitted out for a tender. 'We
would wish her to be in such a situation as to act, in case
of danger, upon short notice; but we would not have men
inlisted, or provisions purchased for her, till further orders
from this Board, or the Convention. Weare informed, from
divers persons of credit, and, amongst others, from Captain
Nicholson himself, that she is a dull sailer. If so, and we
can get a better, we must remove the guns, &c., on hoard
the tender hereafter to be purchased, and make the best of
the schooner. We would not have her go any distance, if
she is likely to be instrumental in losing us a number of
brave men and all her stores. We have sent an express
with order to Captain Burgess to try Hughes's eighteen-
pounders, and request you wiUorder buIlets to be cast, as
soon as you know the proper size.

We are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation forBaltimore County.

R. ALEXANDER AND T. JOHNSON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL

OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, March 26, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The enclosed contains a state of the pow-
der and anTISwe have sent from hence. "fVilling.y ~Morris
still assure U,Sthey daily expect an arrival of powder to en-
able them to furnish us with the quantity they contracted
for. They were but partly interested in the saltpetre which
arrived, and had not the management of it; nor was it in
their power to procure any of it to be manufactUred for us,
the Congress having, immediately on the Ilrrival of the salt-
petre, taken up all for the use of the powder-mills. If you
think it necessary, we have no doubt but that we can bor-

row a ton of powder more, as it. begins now to come in
from the mills. 'We should be inclined to borrow and for-
ward it, but that we think the additional expense and risk
cannot be justified but by necessity. We should have a
return of 'the muskets furnished the Hornet and Wasp, with
the powder; but the Congress have it not in their power.
Mr. Rittenhouse has been pressed to get the plates done.
He has been lately chosen into the Assembly, which has
been sitting a good while past. He promises to let us have
plates to begin (enough for one sheet) next week; the paper
was to be finished about this time. Enclosed you have the
pay in the marine service, and for three Independent com-
panies. You will be pleased to attend to the memorandum
at bottom.

There is no getting camp-kettles or canteens on any
terms, or, at least, on such terms as you could submit to.
Instead of canteens, the Congress has been obliged to sub-
stitute little kegs. There is no arrival he~ of any tin. The
price of duck, and, indeed, of every kind of linen, exceeds
here what it does with you. Anythin~ of the kind cannot
be ~ot at scarce any price; nor could It when T. J. got to
Phzladelphia; wherefore no attempt was made to get knap-
sacks and haversacks. Proper materials may arrive in Po-
tomack, or from Vanl}ibber, time enough, we hope. 'What
was sent down of Vanbibber's cargo will answer for these
purposes, and for tents. The duck is too heavy for any
use about our troops. We have sold the Holland duck _at
eight pounds ten shillings, and the Russia duck at seven
pounds ten shillings a piece. The sale was to the Con-
gress for the use of the frigates, and to the Virginians for
their anned vessels.

Immediately on T. J.'s coming to Philadelphia, he and
R. A. mentioned the Defence t9 the Marine Committee,
either to sell or have insured.

.
They seemed not very fond

of taking her off our hands. Before the matter was totally
given up Captain Squire's expedition was defi~ated. T. J.
confirms our opinion, that if any depredations should take
place after we had parted fromthe vessel, it would b,eimputed
to the sale of her; and there is no idea of Congress taking
her off our hands, but on subjecting-her to the uncontrolled
orders of the Congress. 'We have, therefore, thought it best
to let this matter rest till the Convention. Mr. R. A. has
rp..ceivedof the Congress eight thousand two hundred and
fifty pounds, to exchange for gold and silver; of whieh, on
C. S.'s order, he let hi,n have one hundred and five. The
rest Mr. Buchanan comes down with. The change for the
money T. J. hrought up, and for Major Jen~fer's half-Joes
is put up separately. Would it not be well that some per-
son in Baltimore Town should be specially appointed tQ
take charge and keep accounts of all things sent there for
the publick use.

'Ve congratulate you on the evacuation of Boston. lVe
have not yet received any account of the course the fairies
went. Some think they are destined for New- York; others
for the southward; but most for Halifax.

\Ve are, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most
obedient servants,

R A '. LEX ANDER,

THmlAS JOHNSON.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

ELBRIDGE GERRY TO JAMES WAR'REN.

Phi:ade!phia, 'March 26, ]
7'76.

l\fY DEAR SIR: Two days ago the agreeab}e ne'Ys of the
evacuation of Boston reached this place, on which give me
leave to congratulate you. What an occurrence, is this to
be known in Europe! How are Parliamentary preJensions
to be reconciled? Eight or ten thousand British Troops,
it has been said, are sufficient to overrun America; and yet
that number of their veterans, posted in Boston, (a peninsula
fortified by nature, defended by works the product of two
years' industry, surrounded by navigable waters, supported
by ships-of-war, and,commanded by their best Generals,) are
driven off by about one-thirtieth of the power of America.

Surely the invincible veterans laboured un,der some great
disadvantage from want of provisions or military stores,
which the Americans were amply provided with! Directly
the reverse. They had provisions enough, ammunition,
muskets, and accoutrements for every rnan,HPd apiece,of
ordnance for every fifteen; while the Americans were almost
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destitutl~ of all these, and after twelve months' collecti<;m,
had only a sufficiency of powder to tune their cannon for
six or eight days. I am at a loss to know how Great Britain
will reconcile all this to her military glory. Her conquests
in America, I am certain, will never do it. Congress have
voted thanks to the General, and all the officers and soldiers
of the Army, and ordered a medal of gold, with a suitable
device, to be presented to the foromr. I hope, however,
that this success' will not abate your exertions to obtain, by
your own manufactures, sufficient supplies of military articles;
for On these, and the discipline of your Militia, depend your
liberty.

You are desirous of knowing what capital measures are pro-
posed in. Congress. I refer you to Colonel Orne for what
is done concerning privateering, and I hope soon that all
your ports will be open, and a free trade be allowed with
all natlon's. This will not, in itself, satisfy you; and I hope
nothing will, short of a determination of America to hold
ber rank in the creation, and give law to herself. I doubt
not this will soon take place; and am sure New-England
will not be satisfied with less, since not only the Govern-
ment, but the people of Great Britain, are corrupt, and des-
titute of publick virtue.

I sincerely wish you would originate instructions, express-
ed with decency and firmness-your own style-and give
your sentiments as a Court in favour of independency. I am
certain it would turn many doubtful minds, and prod)Jce a
reversal of the contrary instructions adopted by some Assem-
blies. Some timid minds are terrified at the word Indepen-
dence. If you think caution in this respect good policy,
change the name.

AmerU:(l has gone such lengths she cannot recede; and
I and convinced that a few weeks, or months at farthest,
will convince her of the fact; but the fruit must have time
to ripen in some of the other Colonies. In ]'Tew-England,
the hot-bed of sedition, (as North has impudently called'
BO$ton,) it has already come to maturity. Would it not
be good policy for the New-England Governments to think
(If the matter, and adopt similar measures? Perhaps a cir-
cular letter, arid the publication of your instructions, would
accomplish much. Is it not curious that the British Minis-
try should know SO little of our feelings or character, that,
after seizing our property, burning our towns, and destroying
their inhabitants, they should make an act to interdict our
trade, and suppose that Towus, Counties, and Colonies will
bury in oblivion all former abuses, and subscribe themselves
slaves, in order to be rescued from the severities of this com-
mercial tyranny? This is an instance of the wisdom and
policy of the British Ministry! Have they not yet ascer-
tained that we know our rights, or, at least, that we think
we know them? Have they not learned tbat we can defend
them, too ?

I remain your friend, E. GERRY.

To James Warren, President of the Provincial Congress at
Tfatertown.

PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE.

In Committee of Inspection and Observation, }March ~6, 1776.

Whereas the Continental Congress did lately Resolve,
"that if any person shall be so lost to all virtue and regard
for this country as to refuse to receive the Bills of Credit
emitted by the authority of Congress, or should obstruct or
discourage the currency thereof, and be com;cted by the
Committee of the City, County, or District, where he should
reside, such person should be deemed, published, and treated
as an eflemy of this country, and be precluded from all trade
or intercourse with the inhabitants of these Colonies;" and
whereas Benjamin Sharpless, 9f tbis city, being charged
with a breach of. this R,esolve, in refusing to receive the
above Bills of Credit in paymeut, appeared before' the Com-
11}ittee for the City and Liberties, acknowledged the truth
of the charge, and alleged in .his defence scruples of cOn-
science thereupon, as being money emitted for the purpose
of war:

The Committee, pursuant to the trust reposed in them,
proceeded to consider. the charge and defence ; and were of
opinion tbat, if such allegation was true, yet, as the Con-
gress have made .no exception, and as such conduct tends
tos\lhveU.themost ess~ntial.rights and liberties of their fel-

low-citizens, and, by destroying the means of defence, to
expose their lives and properties to unavoidable ruin, it ought
not to be admitted. But it appearing, by his own acknow-
ledgment, that he has heretofore received, and does continUe
to receive, Bills of Credit emitted in this and the neighbour-
ing Provinces, though frequently issued for the purposes of
war; therefore, such objection is not well founded, nor the
present prete1lce consistent with his former conduct. The
Committee, therefore, (the party having declared he gid not
mean to appeal to any other Board,) do unanimously hold
up to the world the said Benjamin Sha'rpless as an enemy
to his country, and precluded from all trade or intercourse
with the inhabitants of these Colonies.

Ordered, That the above be published.
Extract from the Minutes. .

R. STRETTELL JONES, Secretary.

CQmmittee-Chamber, March ~6, 1776.

Whereas it is represented to this Committee that some
avaricious and designing persons are endeavouring, by va-
rious designs, to elude the late Resolutions of this Commit-
tee touching the prices of Sugar, Coffee, Rum, Molasses,
Pepper, &c.: in order, therefore, that suitable measures
may be immediately taken with such persons, .the Commit-
tee will sit on the 29th instant, at six o'clock in the evening,
at the Philosophical-Hall, in Second-street, in order to
receive any complaints that may be made On that head.
And they do request all persons who have any knowledge
of such practices either to attend the Committee personal..
ly, or acquaint them by letter who the offendC3rs are, and
the circumstance~ of such offence, so far as tlley have come
to their knowledge.

By order of the Committee of Inspection and Observa..
tion of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia:

R. S. JONES, Secretary.

NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

In Committee of Safety, March ~6, 1776.

The Committee of Safety considering the critical situa-
tion of the City and Province of New-York, represented
in the Letters from Brigadier-Generals ThQmpson and Lord
Stirling, and the recommendation of the Continental Con..
gress to tbis Committee on that subject,

Do Order and Resolve, That three Battalions of Militia
be drafted out of the Militia of this Province, in the man..
ner following, viz:

'
.

From lIunterdon County, four hundred and forty men;
and £I'omBurlington CQunty, two hundred and twenty men;
who are to join and form one Battalion.

From Somerset, two hundred and twenty men; from Sus..
se,:r,two hundred and twenty men; and from fl'lorris, two hun-
dred and twenty men; who are to form another Battalion.

From Middlesex, one hundred men; from ltlonmouth,
one hundred and forty men; from Essex, two hundred and
twenty men; and from Bergen, two hundred men; which
are likewise to join and fcJrm another Battalion.

The whole to march to the City of New- York with
the greatest expedition, under the command of the Briga-
dier-Generals Dickerson and Livingston, and such Field..
Officers, Ca~tains, and Subalterns, as are necessary to com.
mand the saId Battalions.

Resolved, That, in order to f.'1cilitate tluf service, twelve
Wagons be furnished to the Generals to carry the baggage
of the several Battalions.

Whereas, from the sca,rcity of Arms, the drafts may not
all be properly provided with the same,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Com-
panies of Militia to lend their Arms to such as may want
them; and if a sufficient number cannot be obtained in a
voluntary manner, the several Captains are hereby empow-
ered to impress them, so as to completely equip such as
are going upon the present important .service; tbe Arms so
lent or impressed, to be appraised by indifferent persons;
if lost or damaged in action or real service, the value to be
paid to the owner by the Province; if lost or injured by
negligence, the occupier to make good the damages.

Resolved, That the Generals may draw on the Treasury
of th~ Pro,,;ncial Con~rcss of New-Jersey for the sum of
one thousand Pounds, if so much be necessary for the sub~
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sistence of the Troops on their march to the City of Ncw-
York.

By order of the Committee:
SAMUEL TUCKER, President.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF CON-

GRESS.

[Read March 29, and referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. J.
Adams.]

In Committee of Safety, New-York, March 26, 1776.

SIR: In the month of February last, the Provincial Con-
gress received, amongst other things, resolutions of the ho-
nourable Continental Congress, dated the 17th, under the
hands of the President and Secretary, "that the sum of
thirty-five thousand Dollars be advan~ed to the Convention
or Committee of Safety of New- York, for the support of
the Troops employed for the defence of that Colony;" "that
it be recommended to the Convention or Committee of
Safety of New- York to contract with proper persons for
supplying the said Troops with the Rations allowed by
Congress, and Fuel and other necessaries, on the most rea-
sonable terms in their power."

To prevent trouble, we enclose an exact copy of the
said two resol~tions, marked No.1.

The Provincial Congress appointed a Committee to re-
ceive proposals of contracts for supplying the said troops,
which Committee caused the rations and other necessaries
to be supplied, to be published in the New- York newspa-
pers; and, agreeable to their advertisement, received all pro-
posals offered for that purpose, sealed up to prevent collu-
sions as far as possible.-

After every care and precaution taken, the Provincial
Congress, on the 15th of ~Iarch, accepted of the proposals
of Mr. Abraham Livingston for supplying the said troops-
his being the most reasonable that were offered; and on the
16th the contract was perfected and executed by five gen-
tlemen, from different Counties, on behalf of the Provincial
Congress, pursuant to the resolution above-mentioned, and
by Mr. Abraham Livingston.

We enclose you a copy of the Contract, (No.2,) and there-
fore need not repeat its contents..

Mr. Livingston has by bond given sufficient sureties, in
the sum of thirty thousand pounds, to perform his contract;
and the Provincial Congress have .agreed to advance him
five thousand pounds, and to pay hun five thousand pounds
at the expiration of every month, if the support of the troops
by him supplied shall amount to that sum.

In pursuance of those agreements, Mr. Livingston has
purchased provisions to a very large amount. The Provin-
cial Congress were induced to make the said contract, not
only because it was the most reasonable terms then in their
power, but, considering the risk and expen~e of transport~-
tion, should any force obstruct the navIgatIon between tIns
city and King's County, or between the city and the High-
lands, because the contract would be highly advantageous
to the Continent. .

Yesterday we saw a resolution of Congress, "That Car-
penter Wharton, Commissary, be continued, agreeab]e to his
contract, to supply with rations the Pennsylvania Battalions
serving in New- York," arid were favoured with a letter
from Mr. Duanc, recommending him as .contractor for the
regiments raised in the Colony, on the same tErms he is
allowed for the Pennsylvania Battalions. We are sorry
that it is now out of our power to contract with that gen-
tleman, even should he be willing to supply the troops
here on the same terms he does the others.
.. The Provincial Congress of Ncw- York were not only
directed" to contract for the troops employed for the de-
fence of that Colony," but the method directed appeared
the most eligible, as the larger the contract offered, the
more reasonable terms were to be expected, and could be
afforded.

Should Congress determine to supersede what has been
done in this Colony, as far forth as it relates to the Penn-
sylvania Battalions, we will endeavour to make the best
terms we can with Mr. Livingston as to that part of his
contract,aI1d are inclined to believe he will not take any
unreasonable advantages of the gentlemen bound to him in
the contract, or of the publick.'

,

Whatever, further directions COPgress may think proper
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in their wisdom to give in the premises, we would wish to
receive with all convenient speed.

We have the honour to be, most respectfully, sir, your
most obedient humble servants.

By order: W P C'h
.

. lLLlAM AULD lNG, a~nnan.

To the Honourable John lIancock, Esq., President, &c.

[No. I.] In Congress,February 17, 1776.
Resolved, That the sum of thirty-five thousand Dollars

be advanced to the'Convention or Committee of Safety or
New- York, for the support of the Troops employed in the
defence of that Colony, the said Convention or Committee
of Safety to be accountable for the expenditure thereof; and
that an order be drawn on theTreasurer for the above sum,
in favour of the Delegates of that Colony, who are directed ,.
to forward the same with all convenient speed.

That it be recommended to the Convention or Commit-
tee of Safety of New- York to contract with proper persons
for supplying the said Troops with the Rations allowed by
Congress, and Fuel and other necessaries, on the most roo-
sonable terms in their power.

Extract from the Minutes.
CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.

By order of Congress;
JOHN HANCOCK,President.

A true copy, filed with the Minutes of the Provincial Con-
gress Ncw- York.

J M TT
,

OHN Cl\..ESSON, Sccretary.

[No. 2.J
Articles of Agreement indented and made this sixteenth day

of ~I(lrch, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-six, between Abraham LiV1:ngston,
of the City of Ncw- York, Merchant, of the one part; and
Nathaniel TVoodhllll, Isaac Roosc1Jclt, Abraham Yates,
Jun., Morris Graham, and Tfilliam Palllding, and the
survivor or survivors of them, on behalf of the Provincial
Congress of the Colony of New- York, pursuant to a Re-
solution of the Continental Congress of the seventeenth
day of Fcbruary last past, of the other part, as follows.,
to wit:

The said Abraham Livingston doth hereby covenant, pro-
mise, and agree, to and with the said parties of the second
part, and tIle survivor and survivors of them, that he, the said
Abraham Livingston, shall and will furnish and supply such
troops as are or shall bc employed for the ddimce of tHis
Colony in the City and County of New- York, King's
County, and at the fcJrtifications now erecting in the High-
lands, for the term of six months from the date hereof, with
good and wholesome provisions, and with soap and candles,
agreeable to the rations or quantities allowed by the Con-
tinental Congress, at ten pence half-penny, New- York cur-
rency, per ration per man; each ration to consist of the fol-
lowing kinds and quantities of provisions, to wit: one pound
of beef, or three-quarters of a pound of pork, or one pound
of salt-fish, per day; one pound of bread or flour per day;
three pints of peas or beans per week, or vegetables equiva-:-
lent, at one dollar per bushel for peas or beans; one pint of
milk per man per day, or at the rate of one seventy-seco.nd
of a dollar; one quart of spruce b~.er or cider per man per
day, or nine gallons of molasses for a hundred men per
week; half a pint of rice or One pint of Indian meal per
man per week; three pounds of candles to one hundred
men per week for guards; and t\venty-four pounds of soft
or eight pounds of hard soap per hundred men per week.
Which several articles he, the said Abraham Livingston, 'is
to deliver at the City and County of New- York, and in
King's County, and at the fortifications in the Highlands.
at proper storehouses to be provided by the parties of the
second part in the City and County of New- York, and in
King's County, and at each of the said fortifications in the
Highlands, so as that the said Aqraham Livingston~ may
not be put to the expense of more than one cartage to eaCh
of the said storehouses; which rations he, the said Abra-
ham Ll:vingston, doth covenant to ,deliver to the Quarter-
master of the troops stationed or to be stationed. at each
of the said places; and in case it shall be thought neces-
sary for the publick service to transport or carry any of the
said rations from the said storehollses, so to be provided as
aforesaid, to any other place or places, it is underStood that
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tile_charge and expense of such second carriage or transporta;-
tion shall be paid by the parties of the second part, or t\.Ie
survivor orsQrvivors of them. And the said Abraham
Livinf£ston doth further covenant, promise, and agree: to
and wIth the said parties of the second part, to furnish the
troops. at each of the aforesaid places with fire-wood, at
the rate of twenty shillings, lVew-York currency, per cord;
and straw, at the rate of thirty shillings for every hun-
dred sheafs, including cartage, provided he, the said Abra-
ham Livingston, is put to no more than one cartage to
either of the sa,id places. And the said parties of the Se-
cond part, and the survivor ~r survivor~ of them, do h~r.eby
promise and agree to and wIth the smd Abraham L~v.1ng-
ston, that, if it should so happen that any such provIsions,
wood, or straw, for the purpose!> aforesaid, should be taken
or destroyed any otherwise than by the ca,relessness or ne-
gligence of the said Abraham Livingston, or his agent or
agents, that then., and in that case, the loss that shall or may
thereupon accrue shall be sustained by the said parties of
the second part, and the survivor or survivors of them.

In witness whereof, the parties to these presents have
hereunto interchangeably set their hands and seals the day
and year first above written. ,

ABRAHAM LIVINGSTON, [L. s.]
NATHANIEL WOODHULL, [L. s.].
ISAAC ROOSEVELT, [L. s.]
ABRAHAM YATES, JUN., [L. s.]
MORRIS GRAHAM, [L. s.]
WILLIAM PAULDING, [L. s.]

Sealed and delivered in the presence of (the word Li-
vingston, in the fifth line, being first interlined:)

ROBERT BENSON,

JOHN McKESSON.

This is a true copy.
In Committee of Safety, New-York.

Examined by
JOHN McKESSON, Secretary.

ISAAC SEARS TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

New-York, March 26,1776.
.

SIR: By order of Major-General Lee, I was sent to
I..ong-Island on an expedition with a Captain's company.
Enclosed is the General's instructions for that 'purpose,
whereby an expense has accrued; and I. am informed that
the Committee of Safety has refused paymg that expense;
and if they will not pay the billeting, it must be laid before
the Continental Congress. But I cannot suppose, when
your 11Qnourable Board reconsiders the matter, they wi~l
hesitate paying the expense, as it must at last be a Conh-
nental charge.

I am your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
ISAAC SEARS.

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety.
"

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 9, 1776.]

Albany, March 26, 1776.

SIR: General Wooster has recommended the bearer
(Major Zedtwitz) to me i.n such te~s, that I should not ?O
him justice w~re I, not to mtroduce hIm to you. He carnes
down a number of prisoners to New-Brunswick, with a
recommendation to the Committee of that place to dispose
of them agreeable to ,the orders of Congress.

I am, sir, most respectfully and most truly, your very
obedient, and tmmble servant, PHILIP SCHUYLER.

To the lIonourable John Hancock.

GENERAL WOOSTER TO THE CONGRESS.

Montreal, March 6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The bearer, Major Zedtwitz, in. the unfor-
tunate attempt upon Quebeck, fell down a rock, which has
brought OJl a disorder I..fear he will never recover fro,m. He
i3a brave qf;1servi.ngofficer, and as STIchI beg leave to re-
commend himjo your notice. ,

.

I am, gentlemen,with tbe greatest respect, your most
obedient and very humble servant,

, DAVJD WOOSTER.

To the Hon.ourable Continental C(mgress.

EX':(R,A.CTOF ,A.LETTER FROM BRIG,A.DI~R-GENERAL ARNOLD,
DATEDHOLLAND-HorSE,'MARCH26 AND28, l776.

,You doubtless expect news from me, but I can write you
very little. I expected before this t~ have had a reinf~rce-
ment of three or four thousand men,1:mt have not received
one thousand. 1-Vehave been some time pusy in collecting
materials for batteries--one, of four guns, on Point-Lev.i, I
expect will be opened in two or three days, which will como,
mand the shipping and great part of the town; apd one on
the lIeights of Abraham of eight guns, one howitzer and tWo
mortars; which I hope will have the desired effect; in case
they fail, we have ladders, &c.,for a stonn. The frigate in
the harbour is .bending her sails, I am apprehensive with in..
tention to give us the slip as soon as the ice will pennit; to
prevent which, we have one gondola, with a twelve-pouJlder
mounted, and are preparing another of the same strength,
which I am in hopes will cQmmand the river. We laboUJ'
under almost as ma,ny difficulties as the Israelites did of old,
obliged to make brick without straw. HQwever, we hope
matters will take a more favourable turn. The seasQn re..
mains very severe here. We have near five feet snow on
the ground, and in most places sufficiently hard to bear a
man and horse, though under the snow the frost is entirely
out of the ground. We have four hundred sick a,nd \V~)Und,.
ed in the hospitals. Captain Sehillenger, of Long-Islan~,
and Mr. Seaban, of Massachusetts, died here a, few days
since; the latter was the first volunteer who arrivell here
after our repulse, with a company. I am so far recovered
of my wound, that two days since I rode fourteen miles on
horseback, and walked five more, reconnoitring, which fa..
tigued me so much I have hardly been able to walk since.

JYlarch 28, 1776.- Three days since I had advice that
a party of sixty men from Quebeck were landed at St.
Pwrre's, ten leagues down the river, and that they had seized
a convoy of provisions coming to the camp, with two Com-
missaries. I immediately sent Major Dubois, with eighty
men, in pursuit of them, who came up with a party of fifty-
odd attacked and killed two, wounded two others, and took
thir;y-eight prison~rs, (mos~ of them French,) ,,:ho a~e just
arrived here. Major Dubozs wrote that he had mtelhgence
of two hundred and fifty men being in anns below. Colonel
Nicholson has joined him with seventy men, and are gone
in pursuit of the enemy, and will, I make no doubt, give a
good account of them. The inhabitants are generally in our
favour, and many of them have taken up a~ms for us, or
rather, for themselves.

WINTHROP SARGENT TO GENERAL WASHI~GTON. ,

, Gloucester, March 26, ) 776.

SIR: When I wrote you last, I was in hopes of saving
the largest part of Captain Watt' ~ cargo; but the stom.~
coming on directly after the ship was on fire, the casks were
stove against the rocks as soon as they struck the shore.
There was not one cask saved after I wrote to your Excel-
lency. Below, you have an account of what is saved. SOlJl0
of the cask~ which I thought was porter, is vinegar and
crout. Shpuld be glad to know whether I mJ1st libel what
is saved.

Last night at sundown, the fleet, (about seventy sail,)
passed our Cape, steering about east by south, distant about
six leagues.

I remain, your Excellency's very humble servant,
WINTHROP SARGENT, Agent.

To His Excellency General Washington.

Ninetee,n barrels of porter;(j hogsheads of porter; 17
quarter casks of porter-total 42. 9 hogsheads of vinegar;
Q barrels of crout; 2 cables; 3 anchors; 1 hawser; 2 iron
hulks; 3 copper hulks; sails and running rigging; 2 boats ;
sundry blocks; 3 hogsheads. '

. , . .

JOHN T:fIOMAS BOUCHER TO~AR¥LAND COUNCIL QF SAF:E1'Y., ,

. Balthuore, March ~7, 1776.. . . .
HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: Since receiving!he enclosed,

have been in company with Colonel G(~orge Mason, of Vir-
ginia, ahd Mr. Dalton. At their request, do now solicit YOQr
pern1is$ion ,to quit the service of this Province, and enter
into that of Virginia, which will be JIl\Jcb rn.ore bene6cia1
to me.
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Your compliance will much oblige, honourable gentle-
men, your most obedient, humble servant,

JOHN THOMAS BOUCHER.

To tlle Honourable the Council of Safety. .
MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL MAGRUDER.
[No. 90.] Annapolis,March 27, 1776.

SIR: The privates o~ the company of Militia l.a~elycom-
manded by Captain Rzchard. Bro.oke, have pp.tltlOned ?ur
Board to commission Nathamel Pzgman as theIr Captam;
Benjamin Gaither, First Lieutenant; ~nd ?amnel Riggs,
Second Lieutenant. But as we have mvaTIably promoted
those who were first elected by the people, in the order they
stood under that choice, we cannot prefer either Mr. Ben-

jamin Gaither or Mr. Riggs to 1Villiam Gaither, who was
Ensirrn to the company, unless there shoul.d appear substan-
tial oObjectionsagainst his being advanc~d .to the First Lieu-
tenancy. We desire, therefore, you wIll mfor~ us whether
you apprehend Tf'illiam Gaither would be an Improper per-
son to fill that station and whether the others would answer
for Second Lieutena~t and Ensign. Or if you think there
are gentlemen in that company mo!e deserving preferment,
we should be glad you would mentlOn them to us.

We are, &c.

To Colonel Zadock Magruder.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO JOHN YOAST.

[1110.91.] Annapolis, March 27, 1776.

SIR: The Council of Safety desire you will be as expe-
ditious as you possibly can in sUfPlJ:ing the mus~ets, &c.,
YOU enrrao-ed to make for the I rovmce; and mfoml us

°
0 .

whether you have any nmy completed, as we are III very
great want. of them, and will send for them as soon as you
have a number ready. .We are, &c.

To Mr. John Yoast.

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO LIEUTENANT BOUCHER.
[No. 93.] Annapolis,March 27, 1776.

SIR; We cannot oppose the prefeTI11e~tof a gentleman
who has manifested a laudable zeal for hIS country? and,
therefore, accept of your resi.gnation. !his:ve do with the
less reluctance, as your statIon may stili. afford you an op-
portunity of o-iving assistance to our Prov1l1ce.

W'e thanlt you for the sencices you have rendered us, and
wish you success in the command of tbe Potomack Fleet.

We are, &e.

To Lieutcnant John Thomas Boncher.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CHARLES CARROLL.

[No. 94.] Annapolis,March 27, 1776.
DEAR SIR : We send you, enclosed, a letter to the Com-

mittee of Observation for Baltimore County. If you ap-
prove seal it and send it to them. Since writing, we have
seen ~1r. Lux, and have had some conversation with him
about the Committee's detaining the two vessels belonging
to Hugh Young--one intended to bring us aTI11Sand ammu-
nition the other salt. Young tells us that the first has been
unloaded and is kept with intention to sink as a hulk; and
that the ~ther is employed in bringing in. ship-timber for the
frio-ate now building-no consent of hIs, and contrary to
express order of the. Coun.cil of Safety of the 20t~ inst~nt.
"\Ve wish to have thIs affair cleared up to our satIsfactIon.
Mr. Lux knows nothing of the matter. W ~request that
you would converse with some of the CommIttee, and let
us know how everything has been conducted. .

T. Smyth is going. to the Eas~ern-SltOre o~ l(rzday or
Saturday. The meetmg of the aqJourned Provmcml Court
next week and a day appointed for hearing the Elkridge
Petition, p~events our coming to Baltimore. '~e wish to
have both yourself and Colonel Rumsey. WIthout you,
there will be no meeting of the Council of Safety .on Mon-
day. Pr.ay send an. express to Rumsey, to let lum know
our situatIOn. J. Tilghman goes off to the Eastern-Shore
on ~Ionday or Tuesday.

We are, &c.

To Charles. Carron, Esq., Barrister.

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. V.

TO THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVAN1A.-LETTER IV.

The authors-or (if I must say) author of what is cal1ed
Common Sense, has certainly had fair play. Full time has
been allowed him by the sale. of his pam'p~llet t? reap !he
fruits of his labours, and gratIfy that aVIdIty wIth whIch
many are apt to devour doctrines that are. out of the com-
mon way-bold, ~arvellous, and ,flattermg.. What :vas
intended as a comphment to the pubhck-to ~ve the~n tIme
to gaze with their own eyes, and reason wIth theIr own
faculties, upon this extraordinary appearance-the author's
vanity has construed wholly in his own favour. He has
called repeatedly fo; answers, ~nd an~ounced his se~ond
edition to the world m the followmg stram of self-adulatIon:

"
That, as no answer hath yet appeared, 'it is no.w p:esu~ed

that none will'" and, therefore, as may be fairly Imphed,, .that he is unanswerable. \Vhy, then, when Ins chaJlenge
is accepted, will not he and his seconds fig?t upon fair tern:ls?
Why will they seek to ?raw the attention of the £ubhck
from things to men, refusmg that quarter to others wInch the
author of Common Sense craves for himself? "\Vho the
author of this publication is, (says he,) is wholly unnecpssary
to the pubEck, as the object of attention is the doctrine it-
self and not the man !" Can this sentence be reconciled
to ~ll the pother made about Cato-who and \vhat he is? or
does it not rather betray some symptoms of fi)ar and cow-
ardice, to bcset him at the threshold, and seek to stop him
in his march to the field? What, although he attempts to
walk forth humbly with his staff in his hand, and has beel1
somewhat late in filling his scrip with stones to meet this
Goliah, should he therefore be tauntingly defied? If what
is called Common Sense be really common sense, it is in-
vulnerable, and every attack upon it will bilt add to the au-
thor's triumph. If it should be proved, in any instances, to
be nonsense, millions will be interested in the discovery;
a~ld to them I appeal.

Once morc I repeat the design of these letters, in which
I conceive a question to be invol ved of the greatest impor-
tance that ever came befor~ us-a question not yet decided,
and which Olwht, therefore, to be fully discussed. Oppro-
brious names ~an prove nothing here, ~xcept that they who
use them have nothino- better to say, and are afraid of their
cause. It is probableOthat some may see their interest upon
one side of the question, and some upon the other; but that
the great body of the people ca~ have any interest separate
from their country, or (when fairly understood) pursue any
other, is not to be imagined. If Cato may be believed, he can
conscientiously class himself with this great body, and can
assure his readers that the guesses hitherto made concerning
him are rather unlucky.

Great pains have been taken to engage him in a contest
with our Committee; but, as nothing has been quoted fi'om
him which concerns that body in general, he leaves his let-
ters to answer for themselves; and if his comments on the
circular letter to the County Committees should appear to
the publick not to be well warranted, he will suhmit to their
judgment. ~ut he find.s it \y?uld be e~dless to answer all
the silly quems and dally sCflbble of Ins. opP?nent~; and
has leamed better than to be drawn from hIs mam object by
indulging them in this way. It would be too great a tres-
pass upon the reader's pa~ience. ~e has view~d .the gro~nd
on which he stands, and IS not afi'md to tread It m the sIght
of the most vigilant son of liberty; making that free use of
the press which i.3promised to him, without the least viola-
tion of any resolve of this Continent hitherto made.

One side of a great question has been held up to us. We
are told that it can never bt) our interest to have any future
connection with Great Britain, and are pressed immedi-
ately to declare our total separation; for now is the time,
and the time has found us. Could it be expected that all
America would instantly take a leap in the dark? or that
any who had not a predilection for the doctrine, or were
capable o~ re.asoning upon it, would swallow it in th~ grossJ
without Wlshmg to hear the arguments on the other sIde? 1
am sure this is the wish of multitudes of good men-particu-
larly of those who may be Plincipally concemed in deciding
the question, and whose eamest desire it is not only to know
the sense of individuals, but the clear sense of their country
upon it; without which, they could not think themselves at
liberty to give their decision.

Upon this ground, then, I proceed, and shall rest the
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cause with my adversaries on the present general defence,
which (although I am SOITYit was necessary) I have rea-
son to think will be more aceeptable to the publick than
the misspending time in private altercation. Those who
oppose me may enjoy, for a while, (perhaps unnoticed,) all
the triumph of the answers they may give; and if it is found
at last, as has been already hinted, that I have said nothing
to the purpose, their side of the question will only be
strengthened.

In my remarks upon the pamphlet before me, I shall first
consid(~r those arguments on which the author appears to
lay his chief stress; and these are coIlected under four
heads, in his conclusion:

"It is the custom of nations, when any two are at war,
for some other Powers, not engaged in the qu3ITel, to step
in as mediators, ~nd bring about the preliminaries of peace.
But while America calls herself a subject of Great Britain,
no Power, however well disposed she may be, can offer her
mediation." . ,....

Is this common sense or com~n nonsense? Surely
peace with Great Britain cannot be e object of this writer,
after the horrible character he has give us of the people of
that country, and telling us that reconciliation with them
would be ruin. The latter part of the paragraph seems to
cast some light upon the former, although if i:'Intradicts it;
for these mediators are not to interfere for making up the
quarrel, but to widen it, by supporting us in a declaration
that we are not subjects of Great Britain. A new sort of
business, truly, for mediators !

But this leads us directly to the main inquiry, What for-
eign Powers are able to give us this support? 'Whether they
can be persuaded to engage with us ? What will be their
terms? Is an alliance with them safe; or is it to be prefer-
red to an honourable and firm renewaf of that ancient con-
nection under which we have so long flourished?

These questions cannot but employ the most serious
thoughts of men whose all is at stake in the resolution of
them; and they ought to b'e answered to the general satis-
faction, before we are launched out into a tempestuous ocean,
of which we know not the other shore. That a continu-
ance of mutual violence and hate may at last force us upon
such an ocean is not altogether improbable; and it is pos-
sible we may gain some port of safety, although in a shat-
tered condition. Not a word shall be drawn from me to
discredit our own stren.gth or resources: although the ac-
counts given of them by the author of Common &nse appear
incredible to some, I will even go beyond him in express-
ing my good opinion of our situation. He thinks foreign
assistance necessary to us. I think we should but be injured
by it. Weare able to defend our own rights, and to frus-
trate the attempt of any nation upon earth to govern us by
force. For my part, I would risk my all in resisting every
attempt of this kind at every hazard.

But let us see what assistance he offers us: and we find
France and Spain held out for that purpose, although not
as mediators to "strengthen the connection between Great
Britain and America," but wholly to dissolve it.

As to Spain, it is well known that the Government of
her own unwieldy Colonies is already a weight which she
can hardly bear; and some profound politicians haye thought
that, from the first, she has rather been weakened than
strengthened by them; and that all her returns of gold and
silver from America are b\1t a poor compensation for the
lives and cost with which they are purchased. It may \vell
be questioned, then, (supposing ~pain were able to assist us
in erecting an independent empirG in America,) whether her
jealousy would permit her to risk the possibility of our sedu-
cing her own American subject,> into an alliance with us, for
the purpose of a future revolt from herself. But our author
mentions France, as well as Spain, and thus proposes that
both branches of the Bourbon family, so long the terrour of
Protestants and freemen, should now join as their protectors.
l\y what T{leans, or at what price, is this marvellous revolu-
tion in the system of politicks, religion, and liberty, to be
accomplished? How are these two Powers to divide these
Colonies between them? Is their guardianship to be joint
or separate? Under whose wing is Pennsylvania to fall-
that of the most Catholick, or most Christian King?

I confess that those questions stagger me; and, till an-
swered to satisfaction, cannot but give every good man the
most painful apprehensions concerning the future fate of his

country. To be told by the author of Comriwn Sense that
all this is mere prejudice; that we must divest ourselves of
every opinion in which we have been educated, in order to
digest hi! pure doctrine, and throw down what our fathef$
and we have been building up for ages, to make room for
his visionary fabriek; I say, to be told this, is only insult in..
stead of argument, and can be tolerated by none but those
who are so far inflamed or interested, that separation fi'om
Great Britain, at any risk, is their choice, rather than recon-
ciliation, upon whatever terms.

This, I much fear, is the temper of those who are con..
stantly dinning in our ears the necessity of an immediate
Declaration of Independence, for the sake of procuring for..
eign assistance, especially that of France. Their real desire
is, to shut the door against all further reconeiliation, by this
prE''cipitate step. The matter of foreign assistance is a mere
decoy. Can we imagine that, if France thought it her inte..
rest to quaITel \vith Great Britain for any benefits to be de..
rived from us, her delicacy would stand in her way? 'Vas
she ever restricted by such delicacy in any of the former
civil wars of her neighbours, especially those of Great Bri-
tain? But the truth is, that, in the present ruinous state
of her finances, and feeble condition of her fleets, she will
scarce think it prudent (for any prospects we ean yield her)
to rush into a new and expensive war, when so ill recmited,
after the blood and treasure which she lavished so ineffect-
ually in the last.

Would it be wise, then, tq risk a refusal from her, or to
mix our affairs with those of any foreign Power whatever iu
this contest with Great Britain? No; I conceive this
would only protract our wars, increase our dangers, weaken
our force, and probably end in our ruin. And of all nations
in the world, France is the last from whieh we should seek
assistance, even if it were necessary. ""~hat kind of assist-
ance do we expeet from her? Gold and silver she can
but ill afford to give us; her men we ha,ve no occasion for;
and, in a word, until she has a fleet able to contend with that
of England, she can do us no essential service. The want
of such a fleet has been the great bar to her numerous pro-
jects for universal empire. Can any Protestant-can you,
my countrymen, ever wish to see her possessed of such a
fleet, assist her in attaining it, or willingly give her footing
in America? Would she then be contented to be the hum-
ble ally of these Colonies; or would she not, in her own
right, resUlne Canada, which, according to ,the limits she
formerly claimed, is larger than all our Provinces together?
Could we hinder her from introducing what multitudes of
her people she might think proper into that country, where
they have already a great body of their friends to receive
them? In that case, we should soon be left without room
for the increasing number of our posterity; hemmed in
upon the sea-shore; and, with armies behind us, and fleets
before us, be either crushed to pieces, obliged to submit to
the absolnte dominion of France, or to throw ourselves back
upon the protection of Great Britain.

This consideration is truly alarming; and France has
never shown herself so worthy of confidence among the na-
tions of Ew.ope, as to induce us to run such risks, by throw-
ing ourselves precipitately into her arms. She is so noto-
rious to the whole world for her disregard of the most sacred
treaties, that Gallicafides, or Fr~nch faith, is become as pro-
verbial now as punicafides, or Carthagenian .filith,of old. It
could scarce have been imagined that the author of Com-
mon Sense, after telling liS that" the blood of the slain, the
weeping voice of nature, cries, 'tis time to part" -eternally to
part-from the limited monarchy of Great Britain, (what-
ever future terms might be offered us,) would so soon have
recommended to us a new alliance with the arbitrary mo-
narchs of Fmncc and Spain. Bloody massacres, the revo-
cation of sacred edicts, and the most unrelenting persecutions,
have eertainly taught American Protestants (and especially
our German brethren) what sort of faith we are to expect
from Popish Princes, and from nations who are strangers
to liberty themselves, and envy the enjoyment of it to others.

In short, I am not able, with all the pains I have taken,
to understand what is meant by a Declaration of Indepen-
dence; unless it is to be drawn up in the form of a solemn
abjuration of Great Britain, as a nation with which we can
never more be conneeted. And this seems the doetrine of
the author of Common Sense. But I believe be has made
but a few converts to this part of his scheme; for who
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knows to what vicissitudes of fortune we may yet be sub-
jected ?

We have already declared ourselves independent, as to
all useful purposes, by resisting our oppressors upon our own
foundation. And while we keep upon this ground, without
connecting ourselves with any foreign nations, to involve us
in fresh difficulties, and endanger our liberties still further,
we are able, in our own'element, (upon the shore,) to con-
tinue this resistance; and it is our duty to continue it, till
Great Britain is cpnvinced (as she must soon be) of her
fatal policy, and open her arms to reconciliation, upon the
permanent and sure footing of mutual interest and safety.

Upon such a footing, we may again be happy. Our
trade will be revived. Our husbandmen, our mechanicks,
our artificers, will flourish. Our language, our laws, and
manners, being the same with those of the nation with
which we are again'to be connected, that connection will be
natural; and we shaH the more easily guard against future
innovations. Pennsylvania has much to lose in this con-
test, and much to hope from a proper settlement of it. \Ve
have long flourishedunder our Charter Government. What
may be the consequences of another form we cannot pro-
nounce with certainty; but this we know, that it is a road
we have not travelled, and may be worse than it is de-
scribed. CATO.

NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF sAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

[Read March 28,1776.].
Trenton, March 27,1776.

SIR: Agreeable to the resolution of Congress of the
15th instant, and in pursuance of the requisitions ?f Gene-
rals Thompson and Lord Stirling, of the 23d, the Commit-
tee of Safety have ordered three Battalions of the Militia
of this Province to march to New- York, for the defence of
that city and parts adjacent, as you will see by their letter
sent herewith; which troops, it is expected, are to be paid
by the Continent. I have prevailed with the Committee to
send by express, and must beg that your answer may be
sent immediately, that we may have it in our power either
to stop the march of the Militia or expedite it, as may be
most agreeable to Congress. It is certainly best to save all
the expense in our power, but not to retard a necessary
serVICe.

'Ve have ordered the removal of the prisoners to ~Iount
lIolly; and this day received an answer from the Commit-
tee of that place, advising they are preparing for the recep-
tion of the officers, but cannot prepare places for the sol-
diers in less than a fortnight.

I cannot help mentioning some expressions in Lord Stir-
ling's letter of the 23d: "But, for God's sake, don't suffer
any delay in your directions for the march of the Militia
from the interior Counties." Pray despatch your answer,
as our Committee proposes to adjourn for a.week.

I have the honour to be, your most obedient humble ser-
vant, SAMUELTUCKER.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

In Committeeor Safety,Trenton, New.Jersey,t
March 27, 1776. 5

SIR: The Committee of Safety of this Province, being
sincerely desirous to give every aid in their power for the
protection and defence of the United Colonies, have, in pur-
suance of your recommendation of the 15th instant, and the'
application of Brigadier-Generals Thompson and Lord Stir-
ling, resolved ,!-ndordered that three Battalions of Militia,
to consist of six hundred and sixty men each, to bl:' draft-
ed out of th~ Counties of Essex, Morris, Sussex, Monmouth,
Somenet, Bergen, 'Middlesex, Hunterdon, and Burlington,
and immediately marched to New- York, under the com-
mand of the Brigadier-Generals Dickerson and Livingston,
there to continue for one month, unless sooner discharged by
the commanding officer of the Continental Troops at that
station. General Dickerson has issued his orders to the
respective officers, and the Militia are on their march for
New- York. To facilitate this service, the Committee have
appointed a Commissary and Quartermaster, and directed
the Treasurers of the Provincial Congress to pay the sum
of fifteen hundred pounds on the orders of the Generals and

Commissary, fiJrthe subsistence of the troops on their march;
in confidence that whatever sum is advanced nnthis occa-
sion, will be reimbursed from the Continental Treasury.
, As we have reason to believe the enemy will take every
opportunity of distressing the inhabitants, by parties from
their cutters and armed vessels, the Committee have ordered
four companies, to consist of seventy-five men each, to be
raised at the expense of the Province, and stationed in ]\>fid-
dlesex and ]\>IonmouthCounties.

The Committee hope their proceedings, on this occasion,
will meet with the approbation of the honourable Continen-
tal Congress.

By order of the Committee:
SAl\mJ<~LTUCKER, President.

To the Honourable John llancock, Esq.

DOCTOR FRANKLIN TO LORD STIRLING.

Brunswick, March 27, 1776.

My DEARLORD: I received your obliging letter some
days since at Philadelphia; but our departure from thence
being uncertain, I could not till now acquaint your Lordship
when we expected to be at New- York. We move but
slowly, and think we shall scarce reach farther than Newark
to-morrow, so that we cannot have the pleasure of seeing
you before Friday. Being myself, from long absence, as
much a stranger in New-York as the other gentlemen, we
join in requesting you would be so good as to calise lodgings
to be provided for us, and a sloop engaged to carry us to
Albany. There are five of us, and we purpose staying at
New- York two nights at least.

With gre~t and sincere esteem and respect, I have the
honour to be, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient and
most humble servant, B. FItANKLIN.
To the Honourable the Earl of Stirling.

LORD STIRLING TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-York, March 27, 177G.

:!'vhDEARGENERAL:When your letter of the 19th ar-
rived at this place, I was viewing some grounds on Statcn-
Island, and the most exposed parts in New-Jersey. It of
course went into the hands of Brigadier-General Thomp.~on,
who writes to your Excellency by this conveyance. I sin-
cerely congratulate you on the sudden change of the scene
at your late station. The evacuation of Boston is an event
that must surprise all the world; and yet I Believeyour late
manreuvres had put General lIrnce under a necessity of
taking this very extraordinary step. The hurry and preci-
pitation in which they have embarked, will prevent their
making any immediate attempt to land where they can meet
with opposition. However, every measure has been takGn
here, as if we had been sure of their immediate approach;
and I have the satisfaction to think that, for the time and
numbers, a very great deal has been done; and as the troops
are now coming in from the east and west, I hope we shall
soon be able to put things in such a state as will prevent
the enemy from getting any foothold in this part of the
world.

Be pleased to present my best respects to Mrs. Washing-
ton, and Mr. and Mrs. Custis; and am, with the highest
regard and esteem, your most obedient humble servant,

STfRLIN-G.

To General Washington.

COW-NECK (QUEEN'S COUNTY, NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE.

In Committee for the District of Cow-Neck and Grcat-
Neck, in Queen's County, held at Cow-Neck, the 27th of
March, 1776:

Whereas Isr,aelRogers, one of the disarmecl in this Dis-
trict, being since charged with counteracting the measures
carrying on for the preservation of American liberty: On
examination, the complaint appeared well founded; it was,
therefore, the opinion of this Committee, that the said Israel
Rogers be held in bond for his good behaviour. But on
resistance of this order, it becmhf')the part of expediency to
reprobate this vile man as an enemy to his country, and un-
worthy of the least protection; and do hereby stHctiy enjoin
all.manner of persons in this District, immediately to break
off every kind of civil, mechanical, and comm~rcial inter-

'*
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'course with this deluded and obstinate person, as they will
answer the contrary at their peril.

By order: BENJAMINSANDS,Chairman.

GILBERT LIVINGSTON TO THE NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.

Fort Montgomery, March 27, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Enclosed I send muster-rolls of part of
Captain Billings's and Swartwout's Companies, taken at
their particular request, on being ordered to this post. The
Captains not choosing to march their men till they were
mustered, a difficulty arose, as the Mustermaster (Colonel
Swartwout) was at New- York. To give the gentlemen
satisfaction, as far as I was able, I took the enclosed mus-
ter-rolls from necessity, as the only expedient that then pre-
sented. Only parts of companies were ordered down-
thinking it better to have them down in detached parties, as
fast as they could be inlisted, than to have many idle till
the companies were completed. Captain Billings, who car-
ries this, will inform you of the state of things at this post,
the soldiery having scarcely one camp necessary but what
we have lent them.

I am, gentlemen, with much respect, your very humble
servant, GILBERT LIVINGSTON.

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO LORD STIRLING.

Albany, Monday, March 21, 1716.

My DEAR LORD: The expense of transporting the pri-
soners and their baggage is so exceedingly high, that I have
ventured to send such as have £'lmilies down Hudson's
River, on their way to lVew-Brunswick. LieutenantBleeck-
C1"will show your Lordship his orders, and receive yours for
his conduct on his arrival at New- York.

A Captain Dundeehas behaved in a v~ry cavalier man-
ner, and refused giving his parole. I shall lodge him in
Kingston Jail. Some others also hesitated to do it, but
afterwards applied for leave; but as I had tlnderstood that
they conceived they might, without censure, break parole
given to people whom they consider as Rebels, I told them,
in plain terms, that if anyone attempted to escape who was
under that honorary engagement, and I could retake him,
I would punish the injury done to society by immediately
hanging the faithless wretch.

.

I am, my dear Lord, your Lordship's most humble ser-
vant,' PHILIP SCHUYLER.

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Albany, March 27, 1716.

SIR : Your favour ofthe~lst I had the honourto re-
ceive yesterday by Mr. Bennett. General TVashington'ssuc-
cess, which I learned with the most feeling satisfaction,
whilst it reflects so much honour on him and the troops
under his command, I think cannot fail of the most salutary
consequences. It will give Europe a just idea of our mar-
tial abilities, and they will respect a people who are deter-
mined to enjoy their liberties, and so capable of defending
them. Our Indian allies, too, will be confirmed in their
peaceable disposition towards us; and such of them as are
wavering will become steady. But yet I have no hopes
the Ministry will recede from their diabolical plan. They
seem to be seized with an infatuation, that leads them on

'

to the ruin of Old England, which, I. think, must inevitably
happen whenever we are driven to the necessity of decla-
ring ourselves an Independent State.

I shall order old gun-barrels and Jocks, at any of the posts
above, to be sent down here and forwarded to Connecticut.
We shall certainly not do justice to those unhappy men who
have fallen into the hands of our brutal enemy, and are
treated without any respect to the laws of humanity and de-
corum, if we do not retaliate. A Captain Dundee, who is
lately arrived prisoner fi'om Canada, heha ved in a very
outre manner, and refused giving his parole. . I have ordered
him into close confinement, andc shall send him to [.lZster
County Jail; and have declared to the others, that if any
attempted to escape who had given their parole, I would
.bang them; which I am fully resolved to do, and thereby

resent the injuries which such wretches would do to man-
kind in general.
. That Heaven may continue to smile propitiously on our
honest endeavpurs; that it may be pleased to inspire us with
a grateful sense of its mercies; that it may give us so to use
its blessings as that we may look up with a confident hope
for the continuance of the Divine favour on us and our pos.-
terity, is my sincere prayer.

I am, most truly and sincerely, with great regard, your
Honour's most obedient servant, PHILIP SCHUYLER.

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAl. WASHINGTON.

Albany, March 21,1776.

I thank you, my dear General, for your favour of the
19th instant, which I had the honour to receive yester-
day. I most sincerely congratulate you on the success of
your operations. Forcing a fi)rmidable and well appointed
Army, commanded by Generals of reputation, and secured
with the best of works to seek elbow-room, malgre~e1tX,by
a precipitate retreat, whilst it reflects the highest honour on

.

YOIl,cannot fail of the most salutary effects with the Powers
of Europe, out of which. I except devoted England, whose
Prince and Ministry seem unalterably bent on the destmc-
tion of their country and themselves.

Enclose you a letter from General Arnold, which Iopen-
ed by mistake, and read to within a few lines of its conclu-
sion, before I discovered my error. I hope you will pardon
my carelessness, for I assure you it was owing to nothing
else.

The north end of Lake Champlain is open, and I bopa
a few warm days will open the remainder of that, and also
Lake George. We have here now about six hundred men,
who will move as soon as there is a prospect oLconveying
them across the lakes.

The cannon from New- York are arrived, and are on their
way to Fort George. I fear they will not reach it in less than
ten days from this, if so soon, as I cannot procure cattlu
sufficient to move them at once from IIalf-]}[oon, (to which
place they are gone by water,) owing to the incredible scar-
city of forage.

On the ~2d instant, one hundred new batteaus were finish-
ed at Fort George, as far as they can be without pitch and
oakum, which is not yet arrived from New- York. Thirty-
five, however, are completely finished. I am of opinion
that a much greater number are necessary to pour troops
into Canada, in case it should be found necessary; but Con-
gress have stinted me to the number I haye built.

The powder (only eight tons) arrived here last week, and
will be sent on with the first troops.

ConO'ress have ordered me to remain here until further
orders ;0so that I shall not have the pleasure of saluting YOIl
on your arrival at New- York, although I may soon after, if
it be agreeable to your Excellency.

The officers, (prisoners,) that came a few days ago from
Canada, refused to give their parole; and one of tnem, a
Captain Dundee, was very cavalier with me. I have order-
ed him into close custody. The others have since given
their parole; but as some ofthem had dropped expressions,
as if they should not consider a breach of it criminal, I con-
vened them all, and informed them that if any of them at-
tempted an escape after having given their parole, and I
could lay hands on them, I should resent the injury done to
mankind in general by hanging such f:lithless wretches.

The Cayugas, (one of the Six Nations,) have expressed
much resentment that Colonel Johnson's war belt was de-
livered up to us. Altercation ran very higb between them
and the Oneida Nation. Your success will, I hope, quiet
the minds of all, and restore tranquillity amongst them. I
shall immediately transmi( an account of it to the whole of
the Six Nations.

.
.

General TVooster is distressed beyond conception for hard
money; and whatever your Excellency can send will be
most heartily welcome.

.

May Heaven guard and guide your steps, and may your
every future movement be fraught with happiness and honour,
is the sincere wish of, dear General, your Excellency's most
obedient and most humble servant, P SHILIP CHUYLER.

To His Excellency General Washington.
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To the Committee of Safety and Protection for the County
of ALBANY.

The Petition of the Committee and Militia Officers of
King's District, in conjunction with some of the Com-
mittee of the east part of Claverack District, as also of
the east part of Manor Rensselaer, humbly showeth :

That your Petitioners live 'in that palt of the County of
Albany that borders on the }ijassachusetts line, and that the
good people inhabiting said part of the County have vigour-
ously exerted themsel ves, since hostilities have been com-
mitted in oUf land, in defending their country against the
British Troops; and that there did go into actual service,
the last year, many companies of men from said part of the
County, and some of them yet remain in service.

That this part of said County yet manifests a freedom to
adventure their lives and fortunes in the general cause of our
distressed land; and have made application to us, (the Com-
mittee and Militia Officers before-said,) that we would use
our influence that they might be imbodied and officered as
a Battalion in the Continental Army, to go to the defence
of the country wherever wanted, &c.; on which your Peti-
tioners did meet on the 25th day of March instant, to take
into consideration the aforesaid application; and, on inq~iry,
it did appear to your Petitioners that there might be raised
a Battalion for the Continental service, of friendly and well-
disposed men in the parts before-mentioned, if officered from
those parts; and as your Petitioners understand that the
Battalion ordered to be raised by the Province are officered,
and, consequently, that your Petitioners, as a matter of right,
want to be heard in the honourable Continental Congress,
therefore, your Petitioners humbly pray that your Board
would please to give them your assistance in recommending
your Petitioners' aforesaid matter to the said honourable
Continental Congress, or any other body that has a right to
answer the prayer of your Petitioners, if the same shall seem
just and meet for the good of the Continent, a~d. the same
appear just to your Board; and as your Petitioners are
bound in duty, to pray. .

Signed in the name and by order of the aforeSaid Com-
mittees of Militia Officers.

MATT. ADGATE, Chairman.
Dated King's District, ~Jjfarch 27, 1776.

Your Petitioners further pray, that, if you see fit, in your
wisdom, to answer said prayer, the following men might
be appointed to fill the places of the Field-Officers, namely:
Asa Waterman, Colonel; George White, Lieut~nant~~o-
lonel; Joel Pratt, Major; and that this Committee, wIth
the said Field-Officers, under your inspection, might be al-
lowed to nominate the other officers for said Battalion.

In Committee, MARCH 29, 1776: Resolved, That the
prayer thereof cannot be granted.

A true copy from the Minutes:
MAT. VISSCHER, Secretary.

MAJOR BARBER TO MOSES GILL.

Watertown, March 27, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed is the state of the North Battery, accord-
incr to the promise I made you. You will please present
th~ same, with my most respectful compliments, to the ho-
nourable Council for this Colony; and be assured that Tam,
with grateful acknowledgments, honourable sir, your most
obedient and obliged servant, NAT. BARBER.

To the Hon. Moses Gill, Esq.
P. S. Please make my compliments to John Pitts, Esq.

I hope I shall be remembered. If any imperfection is in
the letter and statement enclosed, I hope you will be so
kind as to make my excuse, as I assure you it was not for
want of respect.

State of North-Battery, MARCH20, 1776.
Breastwork and Platform destroyed and stolen.
Flag-Staff cut in three pieces.
Part of Chimney knocked down; Iron Bar stolen.
Small Stores and Shot stolen.
Eight Cannon, trunnions broken; two Cannon s'piked-lO.
Eight carriages destroyed, some old; two Carnages, good,

stolen-lO. .

Two Flags and the Halyards stolen.

Watertown, March 27, 1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: Above is a true state of the
North-Battery in Boston, which I had the- hononr to com-
mand until I was obliged to escape from said town. I
thought it my duty to acquaint your Honours of its situation.
There remain a fine stone foundation in front and on two
sides, a large house and a good magazine. I have at all times
exerted myself for the good of the cause, and stand ~eady,
on every occasion, to do all in my power for the servICe of
the Continent in general, and this Colony in particular.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respeet, ho-
nourable gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,

NAT. BARBER.

To the Honourable Council of the Colony of 1Jfassachu..
setts-Bay.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 27, 1776.

SIR: I take the earliest 0ppoltunity to acquaint you that
the men-of-war and transports with t

.

he Ministerial Troops,
sailed this afternoon from Nanta,~ket Harbour.

In eonsequence of this movement, I have ordered a bri-,
gade to march to-morrow morning for 1Vew- York, and shall
follow with the remainder of the Army as soon as I can
receive certain information of the fleet being dear off the
coast, and that we are in no further danger of their retur~-
iner to attack us at a disadvantacre. I shall leave a few regl-

~ ~ .
ments at Boston, to protect the Contmental stores, and to
assist in fortifying the town and harbour agreeable to the
directions that may 5e given by the General Assembly of
this Colony.

I have the honour to be, most respectfully, sir, your obe-
dient humble servant, GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To His Honour GovernoUJ' Cooke, of Rhode~Island.

[Same to Governour Trurnmtll, of Connecticut; to l~ol'd
Stirling, and to Brigadier-General TVilliarn;j'lwmpson,~7Vew-
York.]

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Received April 6. Referred to Committee of the Whole Housc.]

Cambridge, March 27, 1776.

SIR: I received your favour of the 11 th instant by SatuT~
day night's post, and must beg pardon for not acknowledg-
ing it in my last of the 24th. The hurry I "'as then in
occasioned the neglect, and I hope will apologize for'it.

I now beg leave to inform you that I just received iritel-
]jaence that the whole of the Ministerial Fleet, besides three
o~ four ships, got under way this evening at Nantasket- Road,
and were standing out for sea; in consequence of which, 1
shall detach a brigade of six regiments immediately f!'Om
hence for New-York, under the command. of Brigadier~
General Sullivan, (Brigadier-General Heath having gone
with the first,) which will be succeeded by another in a day
or two, and directly after I shall forward the remainder of
the Am1Y, except four or five regiments, which will be left
for taking care of the barracks and pubJick stores, and forti-
fyincr the town, and erecting such works for its defence as
the honourable General Court may think necessary, and fol-
low myself.

Apprehending that General Thomas will stand in need of
some Artillerists in Canada, I have ordered two companies
of the train to march immediately, and two mortars, with a
quantity of shells and shot to be sent him. He set out on
the 21st instant.

Enclosed you have a copy of the return of ordnance
stores left in Boston by the enemy. In it are not included
the cannon left at the Castle, amounting to one hundred
and thirty-five pieces, as reported, all of whie~\, except a
very few, they have destroyed fl.ndrendered useless by break-
ing off the trunnions and spiking up.

I beg leave to transmit you the copy of a petition from
the inhabitants of Nova-Scotia, brought me by Jonatlran
Eddy, Esq., mentioned therein, who is now here with an
Acadian. From this it appears they are in a distressed situ~
ation; and from Mr. Eddy's account, are exceedinglyap-
prehensive that they will be reduced to the disagreable alter~
native of taking up arms and joining our enemies, or to flee
their country, unless they can be protected against their in-
suJts and oppressions. He says that their Committees think
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many salutary and valuable consequences would be derived
tram five or six hundred men being sent there, as it would
not only quiet the minds of the people from the anxiety and
uneasiness they are now filled with, and enable them to
take a part in behalf of the Colonies, but be the means of
preventing the Indians (of whieh there are a good many)
from taking the side of Government, and the J\Iinisterial
Troops from getting such supplies of provisions from thence
as they have done. How far these good purposes would
he answered if sueh a force was sent as they ask for, is im-
~ossible to detennine in the present uncertain state of things.
For if the Army from Boston is going to Halifax, as report-
ed by them before their departure, that, or a much more
considerable force, would be of no avail. If not, and they
possess the friendly disposition to our cause suggested in the
petition and declared by Mr. Eddy, it might be of great
service, unless another body of troops shmlld be sent thither
hy the Administration, too powerful for them to oppose. It
being a matter of some importance, I judged it prudent to
lay it before Congress for their consideration; and requesting
their direction upon the subject, shall only add, if they de-
termine to adopt it, that they will prescribe the number to
be sent, and whether it is to be from the regiments which
will be left here. I shall wait their decision, and whatever
it is, will endeavour to have it carried into execution.

I have the honour to be, with sentiments of the greatest
regard" sir, your most obedient servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

Return of Ordnance Stores l~ft by the Enemy in BOSTON,
MARGH17, 1776.

7 twelve-pounders,

}
S2 nine-pounders, In North Battery, all useless.
4 six-pounders,
3 twenty-eight-pounders,

177 twenty-eigat-pound shot,
1 eight-inch shell,

S2i3 wads,
S2 handbarrow levers,
:2 drag-ropes,
Half a side of leather,
3 thirty-two-pounders,

}

,39 shot,
154 wads, At West-Boston.

1 thirteen-inch iron mortar and bed,
1 large chain,
S2 twelve-pounderS,

}
:23 shot, On Beacon-Hill.
23 wads,

1 cohorn in the dock at Hutchinson's 'Wharf.
3 twenty-four-pounders at the IIaymarket Battery.
1 twenty-eight-pounder,

}

1 twenty-four pounder,
8 twelve-pounders, On the Neck.
3 five and a quarter-pounders,
1 three-pounder, useless,
3 twentY-four-pounders,

}
3 thirty-two-pounders,

,

In the Block-House Battery.
1 cohorn,
3 twelve-pounders at Hatch's Wharf.
A number of shot and shells in the dock at Hatch's 'Wharf.

10 swivels in the Washington armed vessel.
2 twenty-four-pounders.
1 thirty-twD-pounder.
7 iron wheels for carriage-guns.

31 cannon, useless, in South Battery.
1 four-pounder.

19 four-pounders, useless, at Row's 'Wharf.
Errors excepted.

EZEKIEL CHEEVER,
Commissary of Artillery.

On Copp's Hill.

Cambridge, March 22, 1776.

To IIis Excellerwy GEORGE WASHINGTON,Esquire, Gene-
ralissimo of the Army of the twelve United Colonies oj
AMERICA.

.May it please your Excellency:
The liberty we take in addressing a person of so exalted

a rank will, we presume, be fuUy pardoned, when you per-

ceive the occasion of it. The inhahitants of Nova-Scotia,
and, in particular, those of the County of Cumberland, have
been under the greatest anxiety and apprehensions, ever
since the great contest subsisting between Great Britain
and the American Colonies. Our situation has been such,
that we have not had it in our power to do anything in con-
junction with the other Colonies. The fonn of Government
we arc under, and the manner of executing its authority,
has been such, that we are rather to be looked upon as slaves
than freymen.

"Vith anxious desires have we been waiting for the suc-
cess of your righteous cause, and that you would cast an
eye of pity towards this forlorn part. We have, indeed,
nothing to recommend us but misery and impending de-
struction and devastation. We trust our manner of pro]
ceedings will have the desired effect on you, as weU as the
others who are the instruments of supporting the liberty of
mankind.

We have been harassed much, occasioned by different
proceedings of Government; threatened are we, because we
have such sentiments concerninn- the cause contended for by
our brethren on the Continent. '" News bave been receivpd
that Troops will soon be sent among us. rhis, in a man-
ner, has roused many who were invisioned in lethargy; and
Committees have been appointed from the different towns
(inc]uding the Acadians) to fall upon some method for
safety.

There are a number among us (vainly caned Govern-
ment men) who are continuany prymg into our proceed- '
ings, and, with accumulated tales; give infonnation to the
Government at IIalifax. Liab]e, therefore, are we to be cut
in pieces, having no expectation of succour but what comes
through your Excellency.

We agreed in our Committees that nothing should be
done publickly, as it might aggravate the others to fall upon
us sooner than they intended; further, as we could not ten
the intention of the honourable Continental Congress con-
cernmg us.

Therefore, as individuals who belong to the aforesaid
Committee, we recommend Jonathan Eddy, Esq., to your
Excellency, who will acquaint you with our situation; and
we pray with ardency that your Excellency will please to
relieve us, so that we may be able to give our sentiments
publickly, and join with our little strength, in conjunction
with the other Colonies, in preventing the ensigns of slavery
from being set up in any part of this great empire. We
further pray YO~lrExcellency will keep this our request as
a secret at present.

We do separately and jointly pray for the success of your
arms, and that you may be victorious, and vanquish all your
enenncs.

Weare, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's most
devotcd and very humble servants,

ELIJAH AVER, JESSE BENT,

NATHANIEL REYNOLDS, WILLIAM MAXWAU"

MARK PATTON, GEORGE FORSTER,

JOHN ALLAN, SIMON NEWCOMB,

WILLIAM LAWRENCE, ROBERT FOSTER,

AMASA Kn.LAN, SIMEON CHESTER.

Detail of the Guards in the CAMBRIDGE Department,
MARCH ~I, 1776.
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HORATIO GATES, Adjutant-General.
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Detail oj the Guards in the Rox:BURYDepartment, l\LI.RCH
21, 1776.

HORATIO GATES, Adjutant-General.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 25, 1776.
(PaT"I~, CharlCBto",,,.) (Countersign, Rut/edge.),

The W agonmasters and Company of Carpenters in Bos-
ton, to Jeceive and obey aU such orders and diwctions as
Brigadier-General Greene shall think proper to give. The
Hospital and Regimental Surgeons to examine carefully the
state of their sick, and whenever they discover the smallest
symptom of the small-pox, they are without delay to send
the patient to the Small-Pox Hospital in Cambridge.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 26, 1776.

(Parole, Martinico.) (Countersign, Barbadoes.)

Hcad-Quarters, Cambridge, March 27, 1776.
(Parol~, Rispaniola ) (Count~r!';gn, YUIk )

The Colonels, or commanding officers of the Ref1iments
of Militia, are desired to make up their pay abstract; to the
1st of April. They will be allowed pay until they get home,
estimating every twenty miles they have to travel as one
d<lY's pay. They will be allowed also one penny a mile in
lieu of rations for their expenses in return. The pay of the

, Militia is to commence from the day the men marched from
, their respective towns, in the same manner as the last were

paid. If more than this is expected, a separate account
must be exhibited by eacb Regiment; as the General docs
not think himself authorized to pay them otherwise in behalf
of the Continent than as above, and agreeable to fi}rmer
practice; nor did he conceivc that pay could possibly be
demanded by Militia whilst they remained at home, about
their private concerns, until a Company could be completed.
:Tl~epenny per mile is to be allowed for their coming to camp,
If It has not been already paid. As there can be no cor-
recting of Militia accounts without great difficulty, after they
are once passed and paid, the General desires that tbe Colo-
nels, or commanding officers of those Regiments, will be par-
ticularly careful in seeing tbey are exactly stated. To this
end, the Captain, or commanding officer, of each Company,
is 'to exhibit to the Colonel, or officer commandincr the Rc,;i-
ment he belongs to, his pay-roll, agreeable to th~ fore"oi~g
directions, upon oath, whicb rolls arc to accompany tb~ pay
abstracts as vouchers to it.

Upon an alarm, Reed's, Nixon's, and Poor's Regiments,
,

are to repair to Bunker's Hill; Varnum's and Hitchcock's,
to man the Fort upon Prospect-Hill; Litt!c's to repair to
Cobble-Hill; Arnold's and Robinson's Recriments to Lech-
mere's Point; and Smith's Regiment is t~ parade at the
White-House Guard, and there wait for orders. Phinny's
and Arnold's are positively ordered to send immediately to
the Continental store for new clothing.

LORD GEORGE GERMAINE TO GENERAL HOWE.

Whitehall, Marc:h 28, 1776.

SIR: There being no ship-of-war in immediate readiness
to sail for North-America, I have thought fit to despatch one
of his Majesty's armed packets with this letter, that you
may be informed as early as possible of tbe additional force
you are to expect from bence, and of tbe present state of our
preparations.

The enclosed treaties will inform you of tbe number of
foreign auxiliary troops engaged to serve in North-Ameri£a;
of which number twelve thousand two hundred men, being the
whole body of Hessians, are intended to serve in the Army
under your command, and the B'NJ,nswickers, Waldeckers,
and the Regiment of the hereditary Prince of Hesse, to-
gether with the nine British Battalions and the whole of
Lieutenant-Colonel.Jt;laclean's corps, arc to serve in Canada
under General Carleton.

The transports for the First Division of Hessi.ans, amount-
ing to eight thousand two hundred men, are already com-
pleted for embarkation. A detachment of guards, consisting
of one thousand and ninety-eight men, formed into a distinct
corps, is on its march to Portsmouth; and I am not without
hope that the First Division of Hessians may arrive at Spit-
head in time, so that the whole may proceed to North-Ame~
rica together.

It appears to me, as far as I stand informed at present,
that this body of troops should proceed to Rhode-Island;
and I shall take the King's pleasure for the necessary
instructions accordingly, in confidence that, if you approve
of that destination, they will find upon their arrival there
such orders from you as will determine their future proceed-
ings; or, otherwise, that a proper number of cruisers will
be stationed upon the coast to watch the arrival of the fleet,
and to proceed with it to such other place as you shall
appoint.

The difficulties in procuring transports have been very
great, and it is impossible as yet to form a guess when a
suffieient number will be ready to receive the Second Divi-
sion of the Ilessian.~; but I trust it will not be long first,
and that the corps of Highlanders, consisting of the Forty-
Second and Seventy-First Regiments, making together three
thousand four hundred and sixty-six men, which are nearly,
if not entirdy, completed, will embark by the Clyde, the
20th of next month at farthest.

The de]ays and disappointments which have attended the
armament sent out to the Southern Colonies, have been
greater than could have been expected; and as the fleet
did not leave Cork before the 12th oflast month, and after-
wards met with very tempestuous weather, in which many
ships were separated, and put back in distress, there is but
little hope that any of the objects of that expedition can be
obtained; and, therefore, I received the King's command to
despatch a vessel after the fleet; with a lettor to Major-Gene-
ral Clinton, of which I enclose you a copy, and also of the
instructions sent, at the same time, by the Admiralty to Sir
Peter Parker.

The effect of these orders will probably be, that the whole,
or at least the greatest part of that armament, will join you
as early as the troops can arrive from hence; so that you
may be able to open the campaign in the month of ftlay or
beginning of June.

Our recruiting for some time went on very slowly, and
the men raised in Ireland will be of little use to you. Since
the parties have been removed to England, we have had
bettor success, and tho recruits raised may make soldiers.
They will be sent over to you by different ships as opportu-
nities offi.~r,or whenever a number is collected sufilcient to
be tho object of a separate embarkation; but there is no
prospect that we shall be able to procure in time. for this
campaign all that are necessary to complete the augmenta-
tion.

I observe that, in your disposition of the battalions under
your command, you include the Sixth Regiment, at St. Vin-
cent's, and therefore it was the King's intention to give YOll
that regiment complete, by turning over to it the effective
men of the Forty-Eighth; but the slow progress made in
forming the additional Battalions and Companies of the
Royal Americans, has made it impossible to take both the
Sixth and Forty-Eighth from the ceded Islands for the pre-
sent; and, therefore, aU that we can do is, to give you the
Sixth Regiment in its present state; and you will therefore
send for it when you can spare transports for that purpose;
and as there are many recruits already raised for that corps,
they will be sent immediately to you, by which means that
battalion will be tolerably complete.

With regard to the serviee on the side of Canada, and
the operations of the force to be employed there, (of the ex-
tent of which you are already informed,) itwill depend upon
the situation of affairs in that Province. But if the Rebels
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shall, in consequence of their repulse and defeat on the 31st
of December, have given up all thoughts of conquest on that
side, which is most probably the case, there is good ground
to hope that the Army will be able to advance into the other
Colonies by the passag~ of the lakes, and accordingly, every
proper preparation has been made here that can give facility
to such a plan.

As far as I can judge of what is likely to be the general
plan of operations in North-America, and, indeed, in all
events, the securing the affection and assistance of our old
fi'iends and allies, the Indians of the S1:r:l'fations, is a con-
sideration of no small importance; and I hope Colonel Guy
Johnson, who is now here, and is preparing to r8tUl'D by the
first ship, will be found usefill. The King has been pleased
to give him the same commission and appointments as were
given to Sir PVilliam Johnson in 1156; and he is in all
respects made subject to your direction and control. You
will therefore employ him in such manner, and give him such
jnstmctions, as you shall think necessary and proper.

I have already acquainted you, in my letter of the 1st of
February, of his ~iajesty's intention to give higher rank to
his General Officers serving in North-America, and enclosed
I send you a list of the commissions which have been signed
by his :Majesty for that purpose, with the date of each com-
mission respectively.

You will observe that the rank given by these commis-
sions is confined to America only; but it is hoped that this
arrangement will have the effect to prevent any embarrass-
ment or inconvenience which might otherwise arise from the
General Officers of the foreign troops claiming the command
in consequence of their superior rank.

In your letters of the 16th and 22d of January, (Nos. 7
and 8,) you express a msh to receive instructions concerning
the corps under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel ~Mac-
lean and Gorham. I have, therefore, made inquiry into that
matter, and find that his lVh~esty's pleasure was signified by
my predecessor in office to the,Commander-in-Chief, autho-
rizing him to raise such corps, and to grant commissions for
that purpose; but the officers were not to be entitled to
half-pay, or to have any other rank than what was allotted
to the like corps in the last war.

'Vith regard to the bounty-money and pay of these Pro-
vincial levies, I apprehend that the Commander-in-Chief
must supply the sums nccessary for that purpose; but the
proper steps have been taken for supplying them here with
clothing, arms, and accoutrements, and also with tents and
other camp necessaries. These are the regulations which
were thought fit with respect to those corps, and they wiJI
equally apply to the Nova-Scotia Regiment, or any other
Provincial corps whieh may be raised in America for his
Majesty's service in the present rebellion.

I must not conelude this letter without congTatulating you
upon the appointment of Lord Howe to be the Naval Com-
mander-in-Chief in North-America. The choice his Ma-
jesty has been pleased to make of so ablp and experienced
an officer, has given universal satisfaetiolJ, and will, I am
persuaded, have the most happy consequences.

I am, &c. GEORGE GER1\IAI1'\E.

To General Howe.

P. S. You will observe that, in speaking of the force to
he employed in Canada, I have mentioned only nine British
Battalions, in which I have not included Lord Cornwallis's
Regiment, which I acquainted you in my letter of the 1st of
Fl:bruary was to be sent to Quebeck as soon as it returned
ll'Oln the expedition to the Southward.

.
TO THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND.

London, March 28, 1776.

The doctrine of recurring to the first principles on cala-
mitous occasions not possible to be provided against by the
positive laws of the State, was, till the Revolution, the
theme of logical disputes, and the portion of abstract opi-
nion. But at that glorious era in the history of the world,
as well as of this country, it remained no longer a problem
of the schools; it became law; 'and when the Crown press-
ed Kin" William's brows, Monarchy and the rights of man-
kind w~re, for the first time in human annals, made conso-
nant and compatible-prerogative and private rights, obe-
diepce and resistance, so wisely blended together, that no

man who has ever since that day dared to violate its purity,
but must answer for a crime against nature at the bar of
God.

This palladium, purified from the rubbish, washed from
the blood of five hundred years, placed by a kind of mira-
cle in your hands, and YOllr right; to preserve it made the
tenure of the Royal authority itself, you suffered, in thirty
years afterwards, witbout murmuring, to be removed from
amongst you, though the pretext for doing it only added
insult to injury; and, couched as it was under Parliq.men-
tary language, was a gross and impudent affront to the
nation.

As I address myself to the whole body of the people,
rich and poor, many of whose situations set them aloof from
a knowledge of our history and Constitution, I assert, that
that Parliament, which continued itself from three years to
seven, was guilty of a notorious breach of publick trust;
and that the King, when he confirmed the act, broke his
coronation oath of Government according to law. From
that period we are to date that omnipotence of Parliament,
which is now shaking the empire to the centre, in less than
ninety years from the birth of the Constitution. By suffer-
ing that stroke of Parliamentary magick to pass uhpunished,
the allegiance of the Commons was annihilated and dis
solved; since at any time, by submission to the tWQ other
estates, they might, from peaceable and undisputed prece-
dent, renew their lease, and usurp your elective rights.

This opns magnuln, this grand elixir of life, being thus
discovered, the terrours of retribution are taken away. As
long, indeed, as your corruption makes a vacancy, like the
surrender of a copyhold estate, to be granted back on a
fine, or, rather, as a reserved rent on a freehold, they will
submit to betray you under the humble title of servants; but
should you ever recover your senses, they would immedi-
ately have recourse to the old experiment to evade your re-
sentment. Even now were you to can aloud to Parliament
to restore the honour, the peace, and commerce of the na-
tion, and declare you would no longer support the expenses
of a ruinous and iniquitous war, you would soon be told
that the Constitution knows no other power than the King,
Lords, and Commons; that the power of the last, when
delegated, cannot be dictated to, or recalled; a proclama-
tion of rebellion would be issued; the l\IiJitia would be em-
bodied into a standing Army; and you would be taxed to
the teeth to defray the charges of your own subjection.

Make the case of America your own, then, before it is
too late. The same scenes are preparing for Ireland, and
you must drink the dregs of both the cups. If you suffer
an infringement of the rights of the remotest verge of the
empire, it will soon run, like electricity, to the centre.
Strip off the bark from the hardy oak, and the heart will
soon follow in decay. Rouse yourselves from the sleep in
which the opiate of influence has hushed the British dra-
gon till his head be cut off. Try the experiment of send-
ing your jnstructions to the Commons? to p~lt an en~ to the
war; and if my prophecy be fulfilled m theIr receptIOn, you
already know the legal powers of redress with which you
are invested by the Constitution. AMERICUS.

ROBERT TREAT PAINE TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF
SAFETY.

Philadelphia, March 28, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Congress, taking into consideration the
urgent importance to the safety, freedom, and wealth of the
United Colonies, that the manufacture of saltpetre and gun-
powder should be established in all of them, in addition to
their former resolves on that subject, have passed those
herewith enclosed, and appointed the Committee therein
mentioned. In pursuance of this trust, the Committee trans-
mit you the resolves; and, being deeply impressed with
tbeir importance to our common cause, think themselves in
duty bound to urge upon you the immediate and vigorous
execution of them.

The erection of publick works (as mentioned in the re-
solves) will be the first step to promote this useful business.
If prosecuted with skill and diligence, it will ensure the
making saltpetre in large quantities, and will also afford the
best method for suitable persons to learn the. process; and
from thence be sent ~broad to teach those who have not an
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opportunity of learning from these publick works; for it is
thought an object of the greatest concern that private fami-
lies should be induced to make it. The inconsiderable ex-
pense attending the making it in families, when the method
is once understood, and the quantities that each family may
make, should remove all objections to their putting it into
immediate practice.

When we consider the great consumption of saltpetre,
used as medicine, in preserving meat, and in gunpowder,
even in times of peace, it should seem a sufficient induce-
ment to private families to learn and practise this art; but
most of all, when so large quantities are wanted for our ne-
cessary defence, and when it will, in a great measure, sup-
ply the want of salt, which the rage of our enemies may
render scarce, it should not reasonably be supposed that any
true American will neglect it.

As there can be no doubt but that every Colony may
produce saJtpetre enough, at least, for their own consump-
tion, it is necessary that powder-mills be erected, and skilful
persons provided to manufacture gunpowder, and proper
regulations established for preventing their explosion.

It is supposed that sulphur may be found in many Colo-
nies, and it is neces~ary that it should be collected. Trials
may be made at places supposed to contain it, at no great
expense.

It must afford great pleasure to find that some Colonies
have already, in a measure, anticipated the design of these
resolves; from the good effects of which, it is clearly evinced
that we can never want the most abundant supply of ammu-
nition from our own manufactures, but through inattention
and nt'gleet.

We doubt not you will consider these proceedings as de-
signed to promote the best welfare of the Colonies, and that
you will, as soon as may be, .and from time to time, inform
the Congress of.the state of these manufactures in your Co-
lony; of the quantity of saltpetre already made; the prepa-
ration for, and prospects of, increasing it; what quantities of
gunpowder are already made; and the state of your powder-
mills; and also, what discovery is made of sulphur mines,
and the progress in working them.

Supposing the most approved method of making saltpetre
may not have reached y()U,we have enclosed such as expe-
rience in some Colonies has recommended.

The laying together suitable composts, either in fences or
beds, in order to collect nitrous matter, seems necessary to
be immediately attended to, as the earth from under old
buildin<Tsmay soon be exhausted.

It ishoped this effort of the Congress will have the desired
effect; without which, we have reason to fear it will, ere
10nO",be said of us, that we are become slaves because we
we;e not industrious enough to be free.

By order of the Committee, I subscribe myself your obe-
dient, humble servant, ROBERT TREAT PAINE.

To the Honourable the Convention or Council of Safety of
the Colony of New- York.
P. S. I take the liberty herewith to send an extract from

Dr. Brownrigg's Treatise of making Salt. The climate is
so suitable, and there are so many places on our sea-coasts
where neither men-of-war nor cutters can come, where salt
may be made in plenty, that it is hoped some persons of
judgment and application will immediately undertake it.

The extract was made for the sake of those who are un-
acquainted with the original, to which recourse may easily
be had by those who are disposed to manufacture white
salt.

Any account of your success in these undertakings must
give great pleasure to all lovers of America. R. T. P.

TO CATO.
Philadelphia, March 28, 1776.

To be nobly wrong is mor~ ,manly than to ,be meanly
right. Only let the error be dismterested-Iet It wear not
the mask, but the mark of principle, and it is pardonable.
It is on this large and liberal ground that we distinguish be-
tween men and their tenets, and generously preserve our
friendship for the one, while we combat with every preju-
dice of the other. But let not Cato take this compliment
to himself. He stands excluded from the benefit of the dis-
tinction-he deserves it not; and if the sincerity of disdain
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can add a cubit to the stature of my sentiments, it shall nqt
be wanting. :

It is indifferent to me who the writer of Cato's letters are,
and sufficient for me to know that they aI'e gorged with ab-
surdity, confusion, contradiction, and the most notorious and
wilful falsehoods. Let Cato and his faction be against Inde-
pendence, and welcome; their consequence will not now
turn the scale; but let them have regard to justiC'e,and pay
some attention to the plain doctrine of reason. Where these
are wanting, the sacred cause of truth applauds our anger,
and dignifies it with the name of virtue.

Four letters have already appeared under the specious
name of Cata. .What pretensions the writer of them can
have to the signature, the publick will best determine;
while, on my own part, I prophetically content myself with
contemplating the similarity of their exits. The first of
those letters promised a second, the second a third, the third
a fourth; the fourth has since made its appearance, and
still the writer keeps wide of the question. Why cloth he
thus loiter in the suburbs of the dispute? Why hath he not
shown us what the numerous blessings of reconciliation are,
nnd proved them practicable? But he cunningly avoids
the point. He cannot but discm'er the rock he is drivin!T
on. The fate of the Roman Cato is before his eyes; and
that the publick may be prepared for his funeral, and for
his funeral oration, I will venture to predict the time and
the manner of his exit. The moment he explains his terms
of reconciliation, the typographical Catv dies. If they be
caloulated to please the Cabinet, they will not go down
with the Colonies; and if they be suited to the Colonies,
they will be rejected by the Cabinet. The line of no-va-
riation is yet unfound; and, like the Philosopher's stone,
doth not exist. "I am bold," says Cato, "to declare, and
yet hope to make it evident to every honest man, that the
true interest of America lies in reconciliation with Great
Britain on constitutional principles."

This is a curious way of lumping the business, inde!3d!
And Cata may as well attempt to catch lions in a mouse-
trap, as to hope to allure the publick with such general and
unexplained expressions. It is now a mere bugbear to
talk of reconciliation on constitutional principles, unless the
terms of the first be produced, and the sense of the other be
defined; and unless he does this, he does nothing.

To follow Cato through every absurdity and falsehood in
the compass of a letter" is impossible; neither is it now
necessary. Cassandra (and I thank him) hath saved me
much trouble; there is a spirit in his remarks which honesty
only can inspire, and a uniformity in the conduct of his
letter which the want of principle never can arrive at.
Mark that, Cato.

One observation, which I cannot help makiu<Ton Cato's
letters, is, that they are addressed" To the People of Penn-
sylvania" only. In almost any other writer this might have
passed unnoticed; but we know it hath mischief in its mean-
ing. The particular circumstance of a Convention is un-
doubtedly Provincial, but the great business of the day is
Continental; and he who dares to endeavour to withdraw
this Province from the glorious Union, by which all are snp-
ported, deserves the reprobation of all men. It is the true
interest of the whole to go hand in hand; and dismal, in
every instance, would be the fate of that Colony which
should retreat from the protection of the rest.

The first of Cato's letters is insipid in its style, languacre,
and substance; crowded with personal and private inu~n.
does, and directly levelled against" the majesty of the peo-
ple of Pennsylvania." The Committee could only call,-
propose, or recommend a Convention; but, like all other
publick measures, it still re~ted with the people at large
whether they would approve It or not; and Cato's reasoning
on the right or wrong of that choice is contemptible; be-
cause, if the body of the people had thought, or should still
think, that the Assembly, or any of their Delecrates in Con-
gress, by sitting under the embarrassment of o"aths,and en-
tangled with Government and Governours, are not so per-
fectly free as they ought to be, they undoubtedly had, and
still have, both the right and the power to place even the
whole authority of the Assembly in any body of men they
please; and whoever!s hardy enough t? s~y to the contrary
IS an enenty to mankmd. The ConstItution of Pennsylva-.The writer intended, at first, to have contained his remarks in one-
letter.
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nia hath been twice changed through the c\lDning of former
Proprietors; surely the people, whose right, power, and
.property is greater than that of any single man, may make
such alterations in their mode of Government as the change
of times and things require. Cato is exceedingly fond of
impressing us with the importance of our " chartered Con-
stitution." Alas! we are not now, sir, to be led away by
the jingle of a phrase. Had we framed our conduct by the

'contents of the present Charters, we had, ere now, been in a
state of helpless misery. That very Assembly YQu men-
tion hath broken it, and been obliged to break it, in almost
'every instance of their proceedings. Hold it up to the
publick, and it is transparent with holes-pierced with as
.many deadly wounds as the body of Macleod. Disturb not
its remains, Cato, nor dishonour it with another funeral ora-
'lion.

There is nothing in Cato's first letter worthy of notice
but the fonowing insinuating falsehood: "Grievous as the
least restraint of the Press must always be, to a people en-
titled to freedom, it must be the more so, when it is not only
unwarranted by those to whom they have committed the
care of their liberties, but cannot be warranted by them,
consistent with liberty itself." .,

The rude and unscholastical confusion of persons in the
above paragraph, though it throws an obscurity on the mean-
ing, stilI leaves it discoverable. Who, sir, hath laid any re-
straint on the liberty of the Press? I know of no instance in
which the Press hath been even the object of notice, in this
Province, except on account of the Tory letter from Kent
County, which was published last spring in the Pennsyh,ania
Ledger, and which it was the duty of every good man to de-
tect, because the honesty of the Press is as great an object to
society as the freedom of it. If this is the restraint you com-
plain of, we know your true character at once; and that it is
so, appears evident from the expression which immediately
follows the above quotation: Your words are, "Nevertheless,
we readily submitted to it, while the least colourable pre-
tence could be offered for requiring such a submission."
Who submitted, Cato ?-we Whigs, or we Tories? Until
you clear up this, sir, you must content yourself with being
ranked among the rankest of the writing Tories; because
nO other body of men can have any pretence to complain
of want of freedom of the Press. It is not your throwing
out, now and then, a little popular phrase, which can pro-
tect you from suspicion; they are only the gildings under
which the poison is conveyed, and without which you dared
not to renew your attempts on the virtue of the people.

Cato's second letter, or the greatest part thereof, is taken
up with the reverence due from us to the persons and au-
thority of the Commissioners; whom Cato vainly and ridicu-
lously styles" Ambassadors coming to negotiate a peace."
How came Cato not to be let a little better into the secret?
The act of Parliament which describes the powers of these
men, hath been in this city upwards of a month, and in the
hands, too, of Cato's friends. No, sir, they are not the am-
bassadors of peace, but the distributors of pardons, mischief,
and insult. Cato discovers a gross ignorance of the British
Constitution, in supposing that these men can be empower-
ed to act as Ambassadors. To prevent his future errors, I
will set him right. The present war diffi.rs from every other
in this instance, viz: that it is not carried on under the pre-
rogative of the Crown, as other wars have always been, but
under the authority of the whole Legislative power united;
and as the barriers which stand in the way of a negotiation
are not Proclamations, but Acts of Parliament; it evidently
follows, that were even the King of England here in per-
son, he could not ratify the terms or conditions of a recon-
ciliation; because, in the single character of King, he could
not stipulate for the repeal of any acts of Parliament;
neither can the Parliament stipulate for him. There is no
body of men more jealous of their privileges than the Com-
mons; because they sell them. Mark that, Cato.

I have not the least doubt upon me but that their business
(exclu~ive of granting us pardons) is downright bribery and
corruption. It is the machine by which they effect all their
plans. We ought to view them as enemies of a most dan-
gerous species; and he who means not to be corrupted by
them, will enter his protest in time. Are they not the very
men who are paid for voting in every measure against us ?
and ought we not to suspect their designs? Can we view
the barbarians as friend~ ? Would it be prudent to trust the

viper in our very bosoms? Or to suffer them to ramble at
large among us, while such doubtful characters as Cato have
a being upon the Continent? Yet let their persons be safe
from injury and outrage-but trust them not. Our business
with them is short and explicit, viz: we are desirous of
peace, gentlemen; we are ready to ratify the terms, and
will virtuously fulfil the conditions thereof; but we should
deserve all and every misery which tyranny can inflict, were
we, after suffering such a repetition of savage barbarities, to
come under your Government again.

Cato, by way of stealing into credit, says, that" the con-
test we are engaged in is founded on the most noble and
virtuous principles which can animate the mind of man.
We are contending (says he) against an arbitrary Ministry,
for the rights of Englishmen." No, Cato, we are now con-
tending against an arbitrary King, to get clear of his tyranny.
While the dispute rested in words only, it might be called
"contending with the Ministry;" but since it is broken out
into open war, it is high time to have done with such silly
and water-gruel definitions. But it suits not Cato to speak
the truth. It is his interest to dress up the sceptered savage
in the mildest colours. Cato's patent for a large tract of land
is yet unsigned. Alas, poor Cato!

Cato proceeds very importantly to tell us, "that the eyes
of all Europe are upon us." This stale and hackneyed
phrase hath had a regular descent from many of the King's
speeches down to several of the speeches in Parliament;
£I'om thence it took a turn among the little wits and bucks
of St. James's; till, after suffering all the torture of senseless
repetition, and being reduced to a state of vagrancy, it was
charitably picked up to embellish the secon.d letter of Cato.
It is truly of the bugbear kind; contains no meaning, and
the very using it discovers a barrenness of invention. It
signifies nothing to tell us "that the eyes of all Europe are
upon us," unless he had likewise told us what they are look-
ing at us for; which, as he hath not done, I will: They arc
looking at us, Cato, in hopes of seeing a final separation
between Britain and the Colonies, that they (the lookers on)
may partake of a free and uninterrupted trade with tbe whole
Continent of America. Cato! thou reason est wroner.

For the present, sir, farewell. I have seen thy s~]iIoquy,
and despise it. Remember, thou hast thrown me the glove,
Cato, and either thee or I must tire. I fear not the field of
fair debate; but thou hast stepped aside, and made it per-
sonal. Thou hast tauntingly called on me by name. And
if I cease to hunt thee from every lane and lurking hole of
mischief, and bring thee not a trembling culprit before the
publick bar, then brand me with reproach, by naming me in
the list of your confederates. T FHE ORESTER.

GERMANTOWN (PENNSYLVANIA) COMMITTEE.

In Committee, Germantown, March 28, 1776.

Whereas complaints have been made to this Committee,
that divers persons of this Township, retailers of Salt, and
other articles, are inclined to take advantage of our dis-
tressed situation, by holding some articles at an exorbitant
price, especially that most necessary article of Salt, notwith-
standing the reasonable regulations so lately made by th(~
Committee of the City of Philadelphia, who have found
the scarcity of many articles to be artificial, and therefore
have rated them accordingly, viz: Lisbon Salt, at four shil-
lings per single bushel, or greater quantity, and Liverpool
blond Salt at five shillings per bushel:

Resolved, therefore, That the venders of Salt w~thin this
Township ought to advance only three pence per bushel on
the above prices, to de£I'ay the carriage thereol: And as many
poor people are under a necessity of buying their Salt 'by
small quantities, in such cases, we recommend it to be sold
at the rate of nine pence per half-peck.

(Should this Committee receive any more such disagree-
able complaints for the future, the pprsons occasioning the
same need not be surprised to see their names published to
their distressed country.

JOSEPH FERREE,

JAMES HEASLET,

JACOB HALL,

SAMUEL JVlECHl,IN,

MARTINSHOWECKER,

J OUN REX.
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PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO MR. DEWEES.

Philadelphia, March 28, 1716.

Sm: I have it in command from the Congress to desire
you immediately to confine, in separate apartments, Mr.
Connolly, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Kirkland, who were some
time past committed to your custody by order of Congress;
and I am further to direct that you suffer no person what-
ever to visit or converse with either of the above-named
persons, without an order from me in writing.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To Mr. Dewees, Keeper of the Philadelphia Prison.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO NEW-JERSEY COM:i!:ITTEE OF

SAFETY.
Phihulelphia, March 28, 1776.

Sm : Your two letters of the 27th being received by ex-
press, were communicated to Congress; and I have their
orders to inform you, that the Congress see no reason to
change their requisition of the 15th.

I have it, therefore, in command, to request you to exert
your utmost endeavours in expediting the march of the troops
to New- York, agreeable to the requisition of the command-
ing officer. I am, sir, your most obedient servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To the Honourable Samuel T1f£ker, Esq., and Gentlemen
of the Committee of Safety of New-Jersey, at Trenton.

NEW-JERSEY COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

In Committee of Safety. New-Jersey, March 28,1776.

Sm: Major Dunn, the bearer hereof, has represented to
this Committee that on the return of Colonel Heard from
Philadelphia, where he had been in ordf'r to lay the ac-
counts of his expenditures to Long-Island before the honour-
able Congress, and reporting that the detachment of Militia
under his command in that service were only allowed for
their subsistence while on that expedition, it caused a gene-
ral dissatisfaction among them, alleging they thought it but
reasonable they should receive the same pay while on the
service of the Continental Congress, as other troops em-
ployed by them. This Committee taking the said repre-
sentation into consideration, and finding that Colonel Heard
received express order from Congress immediately to march
the Minute-men under his command, and transmit an ac-
count of his expenditures, while on that service, to Congress;
also a letter from your honourable body, of the 25th of Oc-
tober last, directed to our Provincial Congress, wherein you
say that" where they (Minute-men) are taken into Conti-
nental service, they will be entitled to the same pay as the
other Continental troops;" and as these men, on account of
the inclemency of the season, were obliged to pass through
much fatigue and hardship, and many of them chiefly de-
pendant on their daily labour for support, we cannot forbear
humbly hoping that the honourable Congress will reconsider
their case, and grant them redress.

I am, sir, your humble servant.
By order of the Committee of Safety of New-Jersey:

HI';NDRICK FISHER, Vice-President.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

WILLIA1\J BURNET TO LORD STIRLING.

Newark, March 28, 1776.

I have the pleasure to acquaint you, my Lord, that John
Yoltng, the Professor, who made his escape from the guard
here, was taken up at Elizabethtown this morning, and is
now in jail there. I am going down there to examine him
immediately, in hopes to find who has harboured him here,
and by what means he made his escape. Perhaps it will
be best to keep him here a few days: something important
may be discovered. However, we want your orders. The
Committee is adjourned to Tuesday next, when the guard
are to be tried for their negligence. If you think proper
for him to be detained until that time, we will have them
face to face.

I am, my Lord, with much
humble servant,

To Lord Stirling.

respect, your most obedient

WILLIAM BURNET.

JOHN HAnING TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Orangetown. March 28, 1776.

SIR: Colonel Lent was with me the evening before last,
and appeared to be much out of humor on account of the
late behaviour of part of his regiment. He says that his
orders have been treated with contempt, and himself slan-
dered, by those from whom he expected assistance.

The Colonel has, for a number of years last past, been a
Militia officer, and I believe we never had one who was
more punctual in obeying and performing the orders of his
superiors; and he consequently expected that those under
his command should also obey him; but by experience he
finds that he cannot get the orders of Congress, which from
time to time I send, properly expedited, and he is appre-
hensive that, if he continues in office any longer, he will be
censured by his superiors as well as blamed by his in-
feriors.

The Orange town Regiment is chiefly composed of such
as know but little of the English language, and nothing of
militaryaffairsj whereforeI must impute their backward-
ness and delays to ignorance, and ill-founded jealousies of
being imposed upon by their commanders, and not to dis-
affection. \

The commission of the Colonel, together with his resig-
nation, you have enclosed. He brought the commission to
me, and would not be prevailed upon to take it home again;
so that I thought it my duty to send it to you by the first
opportunity.

The command of the above-said Regiment now devolves
upon Lieutenant-Colonel Blauvelt. I am fearful that Lent's
resignation will be followed by others; but I shall do all
that is in my power to prevent it.

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,
JOHN HARING.

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, "f\,Tew_York.

RESIGNATION OF COLONEl. ABRAHAM LENT.

To all to whom tltesepresents shall come or may concern:
Whereas I, the subscriber, have some time since been

commissioned by the honourab]e Provincial Congress of the
Colony of New- York to be Colonel of the Regiment of
Militia-foot in Orangetown; and whereas I have been much
blamed and slandered by some officers and others in said
Regiment, for giving orders in pursuance of a late resolve
and order of said Congress; I have thought proper to resign
my said commission, and accordingly do resign the same,
choosing rather to serve as a private than command people
who are prejudiced against me.

Given under my hand, the 26th day of ft'Iarch, Anno
Domini 1776. A LBRAHAM ENT.

In Provincial Congress for the Colony of New-York, (
the 22J day of December, 1775. 5

To ABRAHAM LENT, of ORANGE TOWN, in ORANGE County,
Esq., greeting:

By virtue of the authority reposed in us, we do hereby
nominate, authorize, constitute, and appoint the said Abra-
ham Lent, Esq., to be Colonel of the First Regiment of
the Militia of Foot of Orange town and Precinct of Orange,
in Orange County, in the Colony of New- York; hereby
requiring you, before you enter into the exercise of your
said office, to make in writing, and subscribe in presence of
the Chairman of the Committee of the City, Town, Dis-
trict, or Precinct wherein you reside, the Declaration ap-
pointed and directed by the eleventh section of the seventh
Resolve, contained in the Rules and Orders for regulatinrr
the Militia of the Colony of New- York, recommendedby
this Congress on the 22d day of August, 1775, and autho-
rizing you fully to execute all the powers belonging to your
said office by virtue of the said Rules and Orders, and the
said Declaration. And we do hereby require all persons
under your command to pay due obedience to you, accord-
ing to the said Rules and Orders, and such further rules and
orders as shall be made and recommended for the Militia of
this Colony, by the present, or any future Continental Con-
gress or Provincial Congress of this Colony.

By order. J H P .doaN ARING, rein ent pro tem.
Attest: J M KOHN C ESSON, Secretary.

.
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COLONEL SMITH TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Suffolk County, March 28, 1776.

GEJ\'TLEMEN:The Committee of Safety have appointed
an Adjutant in the Minute service in this County; and he
being unwilling to act in that department, and as it is abso-
lutely necessary that such an officer should be immediately
appointed, I take the liberty of recommending MI'. Ephraim
ftlarvin as an Adjutant, and should be exceeding glad to
bave his commission forwarded to me by the first oppor-
tunity.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
JOSIAH SMITH,

Colonel of Minute Battalion, Suffolk County.
To the Committee of Safety now sitting at New- York.

HENRY WISNER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Goshen, March 28, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Some days ago my son received a letter from
you, desiring him to inform you of what quantity of powder
we had then made, what quantity we could make per week,
and what quantity of materials we had by us; but as we
had at that time but just begun, we could only Imve given
a partial answer, and therefore omitted giving an answer
until we had made further trial. And to which I now have
to inform you that we had made, before the 12th of this in-
stant, only two hundred weight. The first week after that
time we made eight hundred weight; the second week we
made eleven hundred weight; and I believe this week we
shall make twelve hundred weight; so that, I believe, by Sa-
turday night we shall have some better than three thousand
weight. We have tried the quality of it by shooting with
a gun. Several of our gunners have tried it, and all say it
is of the best quality.

As to materials, we have saltpetre enough to work about
two weeks only. .We have had a promise of ten tons to be
sent from Philadelphia, which was sent as far as Borden-
town several months ago, and was to have been sent for-
ward to our wQrks. 1 wrote twice to the Congress about
it, tho\lgh the last letter they cannot have received. I hope
they will soon send it.

As to sulphur, I cannot say what quantity we have. It
is part of it at New- Windsor. I wish more might be had.
I believe we have not got much.

I have made application to the Committee of our County
for liberty to build a mill in our County, on the encourage-
ment given by your honourable Board. I believe I shall
succeed. If so, I make no doubt but will build one to
make a ton a week, and more if necessary. Shall be glad
of your assistance in procuring materials.

I wish you would direct what we shall do with the pow-
der, as fast as it is fit for being sent off. As powder is an
article that will take a considerable time to dry, especially
at this time of the year, so that we shall have in the drying
house at least two thousand weight all the time-in that
case, query: Whether there will not be danger of some
Tory setting fire to it in the night, by firing the house? If
so, query: Whether it would not be right to keep a guard?
And if so, as the powder all belongs to the publick, query:
Whether the expense ought not to be borne by the publick?
I should be glad of an answer by the first opportunity.

I am, with the greatest regard and esteem, your assured
friend and humble servant, II WENRY ISNER.

To the President. of the Provincial Congress, or Chairman
of the Committee of Safety, at New- York.

P. S. If you should think propel' to order a guard, I be-
lieve four men would be sufficient for that purpose. I hope
you will excuse this .scrawl. I should have copied it, but
have only three half sheets more of paper, and do not know
where to get the next.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO LORD STIRLING.

Albany, March 28,1776.

My DEAR LORD: General Washington has favoured me
with an account of Genera! Howe's precipitate retreat from
Boston; but as he had not left Nantasket-Road on the
19th, I hope the troops at New- York will be considerably
reinforced before he can get there, should that be the place
of his destination. I am exceedingly happy that the forti-

fications arc advancing with so much rapidity; and I trust,
should Mr. Howe make an attempt to possess himself of
the city, that he will meet with a repulse.

The cannon and shot arrived here last Friday, and left
this on Monday morning. I am this moment going to mount
my horse to forward them from Half-lJ'Ioon, where they are
detained for want of cattle to transport them to Fort George.
The incredible scarcity of forage creates great distress in
moving any military stores.

I am, my dear Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, hum-
ble servant ,

PHrLIP SCHUYLER.

To the Right Honourable the Earl of Stirling.

MARCHING ORDERS TO CAPTAIN EBENEZER STEVENS, OF

THE ARTILLERY.

Camp at Cambridge, March 28, 1776.

Instrt«:tions for Captain EBENEZER STEVE~S, command1"nl!

two Companies of the Regiment of Artillery, on a march
to QUEBECK.

You (with the Companies under your command) are to
make the most expeditious marches into Canada; there to
join the Army under Major-General Thomas, in order to
conquer, and entire]y subdue, the enemies of liberty and
America in that Province.

Your route will be through Number Four, in the Province
of New-Hampshire, to Crown-Point, where you will draw
what provisions you will think necessary for your further
progress.

It is a matter of great importance that the mortars, shells,
&c., which you have in charge, should reach the Camp
before Quebeck. If, therefore, any of the teams should fail,
you must procure fresh ones from the country people, and
give an order for the pay on the Quartermaster-General, or
his assistant up that way, or to this Camp, whichever shall
be most agreeable.

You arc to take particular care that your men are well
covered in the night, and likewise that they observe the
strictest discipline.

HENRY KNox, Col. Regiment of Artillery.

ABRA-H4l1l J;.IVINGSTON TO JOHN McKESSO~.

Thursd"y, four o'clock P. M., March 28, 1776.

SIR: 'ViJl you do me the favour to ask the Committee
of Safety for a certificate for my drovers to go into Connec-
ticut for fresh beef? If a number of troops come here, ]

readily foresee a scarcity of that article, which is a very
essential one indeed, and cannot be had without a certifi-
cate. If a perrnit were given me to procure provisions
where they could be purchased, it would save a vast deal
of trouble; and in that case I would get a number copied,
and you and Mr. Benson can sign them at leisure. But as
I have three drovers on the borders of Connecticut, and are
returned this day for want of credentials, I must request it
as a particular favour that you would facilitate my getting a
certificate. I would apply in person, but am really ashamed,
1 have teased them so much lately.

Your humble servant, ABRAHAMLIVINGSTON.

To Mr. John McKesson.

P. S. You will oblige me by sending my contract with
the bearer.

EDW ARD GAITHER, JUN., TO MARYLAND COU~CIL OF
SAFETY.

Elkridge, March 29, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Whereas Mr. John lUarriott, who was First
Lieutenant to Captain EHsha Riggs, is deceased; I am there-
fore desired by Captain Riggs and his Company to recom-
mend to you Mr. Joseph Walker, Jun., their First Lieu-
tenant; Mr. Aquila Randall, Jun., their Second; and Mr.
Nathaniel Owings, their Ensign. I also beg leave, gentle-
men, to inform you that I look on the above gentlemen to be
very proper persons.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient humble servant,
EDWARD GAITHER, JUN.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of JJ1~aryland.
Captain Riggs wishes that the vacancy might be filled

up with all convenient speed.
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CAPTAIN WILLIAM HENRY TO MARYLAN!) COUNCIL 'OF

SAFETY.

Head Quarters, Northampton County, Virginia, "(,

March 29, 1776. ~

GENTLEMEN: Enclosed you have a Monthly Return of
the Minute-Company under my command.

Gentlemen, I am, very respectfully, your most obedient
servant,

WILLIAM HENRY.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

A Monthly Return of Captain WILLIAM HENRY'S Minute-
Company, from KENT County.

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, Northampton
County, Virginia. "HT Hn ILLIAM ENRY.
February 29, 1776.

A List of the lUinute-Company from KENT Connty, under
the command of WILLIAM HENRY, who marclLed from
said County on the 29th of JANUARY, 1776, and now
stationed in NORTHAMPTONCounty, VIRGINIA.

William Henry, Captain. GeorgeITansant,§S tCI I I e..o-ean8.John Hyland, "(
L' t t

lar es rons,
"G. W. Forester,5 ,eu enan 8. John Day,

1William Clark, Ensign. Robert Jay,
C lWilliam Tillotson, Su..geon. James Henry, 07'jJo..as.

Robert Campbell, Adjutant. Garret Vansant,J
Enos Reves, "2. S Joseph Purden, n"lI1n1nel'.
William Sprat, 5 ergeant$. William. . . "., Pife...

John Rond, William Haley, Joseph Newson,
Stephen Boddy, John Hurt, John Nowland,
Benjamin Brokson, James Hurt, Richard Nab,
Henry Bostick, Peter Justice, . William Pctegrew,
Lambert Boyer, William Johnson, Charles Phillipshill,
John Burnsides, Nathaniel Knock, Andrew Park,
Henry Clarke, David Keain, Benedict Richardson,
Edwaru Clayton, Francis Lemon, James Wiloon, Sen.
James Campher, George Littles, Sen. John Wilson,
John Cole, George Littles, Jun. James \Vilson, Jun.
John Covy, John Miller, William \Vilson,
Tsaac Cornelius, John M. Gowan, John Wilmer,
William Davis, William Mirers, James Woodland,
Samuel Davis, Enoch Massy, Robert Young,
Samuel Eades, Nathaniel McClelland, John Stevenson,
Isaac Freeman, John Massey, Benjamin Stoops,
Daniel Ferguson, Samuel Money, John Stoops,
Abraham Freeman, Sampson Redgrave, Marlow Taylor,
Salathiel Freeland, Thomas Read, Wm. Peregrine Thrift,
Lambert Flowers, John Riehardson, Matthew Richardson,
Benjamin Garland, Jacob Richardson, Christopher Vansant,
James Greedy, Thomas Sewell, Benjamin Vansant,
Oliver Gallop, Thomas Sappington, John Vansant-70.
William Gray,

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, February 29,
1776.

WILLIAM HENRY.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO JOHN HANSON AND
OTHERS.

[No. 95.] Annapolis,March 29, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: Our regular troops are not yet provided

with arms, but might be' in a very short time, if we could
have a supply of gun-locks from you. We desire, therefore,
to be informed in what forwardness you have got your manu-
factory, and when you expect to furnish us with some.

We are, &c.

To John Hanson, Charles Beatty, and James Johnson.

l.fARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL JOSHUA BEALL.

[No. 96.] Annapolis,March 29,1776.

SIR: The Council of Safety desire you wilI immediately
examine into the quality of the powder now under your
charge, and give them a particular account of the quantities
of cannon and fine. 'We are, &c.

To Colonel Joshua Beall.

CAPTAIN MACPHERSON TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS.

[Read March 29, 1776.]

Philadelphia, March 29, 1776.

HONOL"RABLEGENTLEMEN: I have already taken the
liberty of pointing out my opinion of the many advantages
which would arise to North-America by employing row-
galleys, viz: The many superior advantages they have in
calms and little winds, the great advantage they have in
being able to take shelter from a superior force (in case of
necessity) at alJ times upon the coast of North-America, as
they draw less water than vessels of the usual construc-
tion, and as I am persuaded I can construct them to sail
much faster than any vessels in Great Britain, at least be-
fore the wind. These, with other considerations, led me to
undertake to capture or destroy every British ship-of-war on
the coast of North-America, with twclve row-galleys only;
which command was promised to me by the Honourable
Messrs. Hopkins, Randolph, and John Rutledge. I sin-
cerely believe, had I been expeditiously furnished with those
vessels, there would have been fi~wBritish ships-of-war nOW
on the coast of America to molest our trade. I am still
ready to undertake the same charge, and will risk my life
and every filrthing I possess on earth on my success.

Or, if more agreeable to the honourable Congress, I will
fit out two galleys at my own expense, the honourable Con-
gress filrnishing me with timber, guns, powder, &c., for
which I wilI pay before my departure, and will risk my
reputation that I will take or destroy an English man-of-
war in a very little time. If I do not succeed, I do not
wish to be reimbursed one penny. If I do, I should be
glad the honourable Congress would grant me a commis-
sion for such a command, bearing date from the time that
command was promised me, and that they would pay to ,

my officers and men the full value of the first man-of-war I
should take, or the estimated value of the first man-of-war
I should destroy. I am little concerned about any merce-
nary reward to myself. I should ill merit the confidence of
the honourable Continental Congress did I doubt their
honour. Twelve row-galJeys will not cost near as much
money as the four frigates now building here.

I hope the honourable Congress will not be offended by
my begging they will be expeditious in fixing the matter
with me.

I am, honourable gentlemen, with sincere esteem for
your august body, your most obedient, most devoted, very
humble servant ,

JOHN MACPHERSON.

To the Honourable Continental Congress.

PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE.

In Committee of Inspection and Observation, l
Philadelphia, March 29, 1776. 5

Resolved, That WilHam Sitgreaves and Peter Ozeas
have, knowingly, counteracted the Resolution of this Com-
mittee, of the 6th instant, regulating the prices of several
articles of Merchandise; and that they be published in the
papers, agreeable to said Resolve, and that they be made ac-
quainted with the detem1ination of this Committee herein.

April 2, J 776.

William Sitgreaves and Peter Ozeas, having presented
to this Committee the following papers, as acknowledgments
of their having inmnged the rules laid down by this body
for regulating the prices of several articles of goods, and
desired them, if they thought it necessary to .lay their
cases before the publick, to suffer their dec]arations to ac-
company them; the Committee, therefore, in discharge of
the duty they owe to the publick, and in order to show to
the world their resolutions to support their limitations, which
they are of opinion are founded on just, generous principles,
do think it highly proper to publish the se'vera! papers
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voluntarily signed and handed to them by the said William
Sit[!reaves and Peter Ozeas, and at the same time resolve
that they esteem those papers as acknowledgments satisfac-
tory to this Committee.

Extract from the Minutes:
SAMUEL C. MORRIS, Secretary.

To the Committee of Inspection and Observation of the
City and Liberties oj PHILADELPHIA.

Philadelphia, April 2,1776.

GEXTLEMEN: I am very sorry that I have exceeded the
limits prescribed by you for the price of coffee. Had I ap-
prehended that advancing one penny per pound more than
you had fixed would have been considered as injurious to
the pubEck welfare, I should not have demanded it. As I
have thereby given offence, I take this method of acknow-
ledging my error, and to declare that, for the future, I will
avoid every occasion of uneasiness to my fellow-citizens.
Should you think it necessary to publish what has past on
this subject, I request you will, at the same time, let this ac-
knowledgment accompany it, and you will thereby oblige,
gentlemen, your most humble servant,

WILLIAM SITGREAVES.

To the Committee of Inspection and Observation of the
City and Liberties of PHILADELPHIA.

Philadelphia, April 2, 1776.

GEXTLEMEN: The mistake which I have committed, in
having bought and sold two barrels of coffee at a price
higher than that limited by you, has given me extreme
pain. Had I adverted to the fatal consequences of such
conduct, the regard I have for the publick welfare, and the
interest I have taken in the present struggle for liberty,
would have wholly prevented my having any share in so
destructive a measure. I now, voluntarily, offer to the pub-
lick, through this Committee, my sincere acknowledgment
for this error, and declare the utmost readiness to acquiesce
in any measure which may assure tbe pubEck of my exact
conformity, in future, to such regulations as this Committee
may judge to be for the publick benefit; being fully satisfied
of their unbiased attention to the publick good. If this
Committee should judge it necessary to publish my case to
the world, I shall hold myself extremely obliged if they
shall judge it proper to suffer this declaration and acknow-
ledgment to appear at the same time, and order it ac-
cordingly. P 0ETER ZEAS.

WILLIAM ELDER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Upper Barracks, March 29, 1776.

GEXTLE~IEN: Weare sorry to give you this trouble, but
being in some measure led to imagine you have forgotten us,
by our long confinement without having any hearing, and
being fully conscious of not having acted in any shape ini-
'mical to the interests of the country, therefore should esteem
it as a particular favour if you will be kind enough to
order us before you, as we make no doubt we shall give
every satisfaction that you will desire with respect to our
conduct.

W c remain, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble ser-
vants, WILLIAM ELDER,

JOSEPH WOOLCOMBE,
WILLIAM McDERMOTT.

To the Committee of Safety, New- York.

MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

To His Ercellency GEORGEW'ASHtNGTON,Esq., General
and Commander-in-Chief of the Forces of the United
AMERICAN Colonies.

May it please your Excellency:

When the liberties of America were attacked by the vio-
lent hand of oppression; when Troops, hostile to the rights
of humanity, invaded this Colony, seized our capital, and
spread havock and.destfilction around it; when our virtuous
sons were murdered, and our houses destroyed by the Troops
of Britain; the inhabitants of this and the other American
Colonies, impelled by self-preservation and the love of free-

dom, forgetting their domestick concerns, determined reso-
lutely and unitedly to oppose the sons of tyranny.

Convinced of the vast importance of having a gentleman
of great military accomplishments, to discipline, lead, and
conduct the forces of the Colonies, it gave us the greatest
satisfaction to hear that the honourable Congress of the
United Colonies had made choice of a gentleman thus
qualified, who, leaving the pleasures of domestick and rural
life, was ready to undertake the arduous task. And your
nobly declining to accept the pecuniary emoluments annex-
ed to this high office, fully evinced to us that a warm regard
to the sacred rights of humanity, and sincere love to your
country, solely influenced you in the acceptance of this im-
portan t trust.

From your acknowledged abilities as a soldier, and your
virtues in publick and private life, we had the most pleasing
hopes; but the fortitude and equanimity so conspicuous in
your conduct; the wisdom of your councils; the mild, yet
strict government of the Army; your attention to the civil
Constitution of this Colony; the regard you have at all
times shown for the lives and health of those under your
command; the fatigues you have with cheerfulness endur-
ed; the regard you have shown for the preservation of our
Metropolis; and the great address with which our military
operations have been conducted, have exceeded our most
sanguine expectations, and demand the warmest returns of
gratitude.

The Supreme Ruler of the Universe having smiled on
our arms, and crowned your labours with remarkable suc-
cess, we are now, without that effusion of blood we so much
wished to avoid, again in tbe quiet possession of our capital.
The wisdom and prudence of those movements which have
obliged the enemy to abandon our Metropolis will ever be
remembered by the inhabitants of this Colony.

May you still go on, approved by Heaven, revered by an
good men, and dreaded by those tyrants who claim their
fellow-men as their property. May the United ColQnies be
defended from slavery by your victorious arms. May they
still see their enemies flying before you. And (the deliver-
ance of your country being effected) may you, in retire-
ment, enjoy that peace and satisfaction of mind, which
always attends the good and great. And may future ge-
nerations, in the peacefill enjoyment of that freedom, the
exercise of which your sword shall bave established, raise
tbe richest and most lasting monuments to tbe name of
Washington.

His Excellency's Answer.

To the Honourable Council and Representatives of the Pro-
vince of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY.

GEl'o""TLEMEN:I return you my most sincere and hearty
thanks for your polite Address; and feel myself called upon,
by every principle of gratitude, to acknowledge tbe bon our
you have done me in this testimonial of your approbation of
my appointment to the exalted station I now fill; and, what
is more pleasing, of my conduct in discharging its important
duties.

When the Councils of the British nation had formed a
plan for enslaving America, and depriving her sons of their
most sacred and invaluable privileges, against the clearest
remonstrances of the Constitution, of justice, and of truth;
and to execute their schemes, had appealed to the sword;
I esteemed' it my duty to take a part in the contest, and
more especially, when called thereto by the unsolicited suf-
fi'ages of tbe Representatives of a free People; wishing for
no other reward than that arising from a conscientious dis-
charge of the important trust, and that my services might
contribute to the establishment of freedom and peace, upon
a permanent foundation, and merit the applause of my coun-
trymen, and every virtuous citizen.

Your professions of my attention to the civil Constitution
of this Colony, wbilst acting in the line of my department,
also demand my grateful thanks. A regard to every Pro-
vincial institution, where not incompatible with the common
interest, I hold a principle of duty and of policy, and shan
ever form a part of my conduct. Had I not learned this
before, the happy experience of the advantages resultinrr
from a fiiendly intercourse with your honourable body, theh-
ready and willing concurrence to aid and to cOllnsel when-
ever called upon in cases of difficulty and emergency, would
have taught me the useful lesson.
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That the :!\Jetropolis of your Colony is now relieved from
the cruel and oppressive invasion of those who were sent to
erect the standard of lawless domination, and to trample on
the rights of humanity, and is again open and free for its
rightful possessors, must give pleasure to every virtuous and
sympathetick heart; and being effected without the blood
of our soldiers and fe!Jow-citizens, must be ascribed to the
interposition of that Providence which has manifestly ap-
peared in our behalf, through the whole of this important
struggle, as well as to the measures pursued for bringing
about the happy event.

May that Being, who is powerful to save, and in whose
hands is the fate of nations, look down with an eye of ten-
der pity and compassion upon the whole of the enited Co-
lonies; may He continue to smile upon their councils and
arms, and crown them with success whiJst employed in the
cause of virtue and of mankind; may this distressed Colo-
ny and its capital, and every part of this widely extended
Continent, through His divine favour, be restored to more
than their former lustre and once happy state; and have
peace, liberty, and safety, secured upon a solid, permanent,
and lasting foundation.

G WEORGE ASIIJNGTON.

INSTRUCTIONS AND ORDERS TO MAJOR-GENERAL PUTNAM.

As there are the best reasons to believe that the enemy's
Fleet and Army, which left N antasket- Road last TVednesday
evening, are bound to New- York, to endeavour to possess
that important post, and, if possible, secure the communica-
tion by Hudson's River to Canada; it must be our care to
prevent them &om accomplishing their designs. To that
end I have detached Brigadier-General Heath, with the
whole body of Riflemen, and five battalions of the Conti-
nental Army, by the way of Norwich, in Connecticut, to
New- York. These, by an express arrived yesterday from
General Heath, I have reason to believe are in New- York.
Six more battalions, under General Sullivan, march this
morning, by the same route; and will, I hope, arrive there
in eight or ten days at farthest. The rest of the Army will
immediately follow in divisions, leaving only a convenient
space between each division, to prevent confusion and want
of accommodation upon their march.

You will, no doubt, make the best despatch in gctting to
New- York. Upon your arrival there, you will assume the
command, and immediately proceed in continuing to exe-
cute the plan proposed by Major-General Lee for fortif{ing
that city, and securing the passes of the East and J\orth
Rivers. If, upon consultation with the Brigadier-Generals
and Engineers, any alteration in that plan is thought neces-
sary, you are at liberty to make it; cautiously avoiding to
break in too much upon his main design, unless where it
may be apparently necessary so to do, and that by the gene-

. ral voice and opinion of the gentlemen above-mentioned.
You will meet the Quartmwaster-General, Colonel ~1if-

jlin, and the Commissary-General, at New-York. As they
are both men of excellent talents in their different depart-
ments, you will do well to give them all the authority and
assistance they require; and should a council of war be
necessary, it is my direction they assist at it.

Your long service and experience will, better than any
particular directions at this distance, point out to you the
works most proper to be first raised; and your perseverance,
activity, and zeal, will lead you, without my recommending
it, to exert every nerve to disappoint the e~lemy's designs.

Devoutly praying that the Power which has hitherto sus-
tained the American arms may continue to bless them with
His divine protection, I bid you farewell.

Given at Head-Quarters, in Cambridge, this 29th day of
lUarch 1776. G W' EORGE ASHINGTON.

NATHANIEL SMITH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, March 30,1776.

GENTLEMEN: When I had the honour of seeing you last
in Annapolis, you desired I would commit to writing what
would be necessary to have done about the Fort (that the
Committee refused to do)-a Magazine, Hospital, and La-
boratory; which, in my opinion, no Fort or Garrison ought
to be without. Those would not cost more than three hun-
dred pounds. The Hospital sufficient to hold fifty sick or

wounded men j the Magazine to hold ammunition for a
month's siege; the Laboratory sufficient for ten or twelve
men to work in-making cartridges, &c.

I was mentioning a seine for catching fish; but, if it can-
not be aJIowed without deducting any part of the soldiers'
rations, would not desire it, as their allowance is full small
for a hearty man to subsist on. .

I understand there has been application to you for Captain
of the Fort, or Fort-Majors. I do not know that there would
be any necessity for such an officer at this time, but hope,
gentlemen, you will not put another over me, unless you
think him more fit to fill the station; and, in that case, shan
submit with pleasure.

I am, gentlemen, your most obliged, humble servant,
N ATHANIEr~ S~nTH.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ~Marylm~d.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAINS KENT AND

HENRY.
[No. 97.J Annapolis,March 30, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We send this by express, with three hundred
pounds to defray the expenses of your march to your respec-
tive Counties, as well as others you may necessarily hav~
incurred in the service; and hope it will be found adequate
to the purposes for which it is designed. If, however, it
should not, you shall be immediately reimbursed any money
you may be obliged to expend. We sent to Philadelphia,
upon the receipt of your letter of the 28th of February, for
the Continental regulations relative to wages and victua)-
ling, and desired ollr Deputies, if an opportunity should
offer, to convey them directly to you; \vhich, we apprehend~
has been done, as they have not been transmitted to us;
but, lest they should not have sent them, we will endeavour
to inform ourselves of the pay, and lodge an account of it
for you with the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore.

Weare much obliged to the people of Accomack and
lVorthampton Counties for the civilities you have expe-
rienced from them, and the pains taken by their Committees
to render your time as easy and agreeable as circumstances
would admit of; and we request you will make our gratefill
acknowledgments to them for their favours.

We wish you a happy return; and are your most, &c.

To Captains Kent and Henry.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CHARLES COUNTY

co~rnITTEE.
[No. 98.J Annapolis,Marrh 30, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: When we requested your Committee to
furnish Calvert County with one barrel of powder, we had
not any fund so convenient, or yet so well supplied, as that
in Chrtr!<:s. Your intention of complying with the order
at a time when you apprehendfd it could not be well spared:
is in confirmation of all your other actions hitherto manifested
in promoting the general welfare.

'Ve have wrote to Colonel Joshua Beall to inform us
how much musket powder is at Bladensburgh. As soon
as we are informed thereof, a due proportion shall be sent
to Charles County. One ton of bullets from Frederick we
expect is, by this time, with you; part of which you will
spare to St. ]}[ary's and Calvert, should those Counties be
in want. Po/'t- Tobacco is the place appointed for part of
Captain Beall's Company to be stationed' at; and we re-
quest that you will assist him in providing proper houses and
firewood for his men, as well as supplying them with provi-
sions and other necessaries till they are furnished by the
contractor, which, we imagine, will be in a few days.

We are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Charlea County.

TO THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA.-LETTER v.

In my fourth letter, some notice was taken of tbe dan-
gerous proposition held up to us by the author of CmnmQn
Sense, for having recourse to foreign assistance, and mixincr
the virtuous cause of these Colonies with the ambitious view~
of France and Spain, even allowing that they are either
able, or that we could make it their intE;;rest,to enter into a
war with Great Britain and her allies on our accouljlt. His-
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tory will scarce give us an example of any people that ever
recurred to an expedient of this kind without having their
allies, at last, for their masters. The fatal consequences of
hasty resolutions, in great questions, might be well illustrated
by the conduct of the foolish Danes, who, to avenge them-
selves of their nobility, in one dreadful moment made an
irretrievable surrender of their own liberty, and that of their
posterity, into the hands of a tyrant. And had I been dis-
posed to work upon the passions, rather than address the
reason of my readers, the mention which was made in my
last of the arbitrary Governments of France and Spain,
their bloody massacres and unrelenting persecutions, gave
me an opportunity of entering into descriptions which would
have" harrowed up the very souls" of Protestants and
Freemen.

The Administration of Great Britain itself, daring as they
seem to be, have not yet dared to recur to the desperate
measure of calling in foreign aid. But some of our best
friends intimate that an example of this kind, on either side,
would justify the like conduct on the other. A great ma-
jority of the patriotick Freeholders of the County of Berks,
in England, nobly supporting our cause before the Throne,
compliment us upon this-that we have not thrown our-
selves into the arms of other Powers, and that" our Peti-
tions have yet appeared before no Throne but that of Bri-
tain." "Let not England (say they) set an example, which
is but too easily copied, by drawing into a free country the
insidious and mercenary aid of foreign forces, trained to the
support of barbarous despotism. The moment that a great
army of such, or of any foreigners, shall enter your territo-
ries, the liberties of your people are at an end. Strenuous
as we are for the honour of our country, we cannot be for-
getful of its peace and concord. It is therefore we abhor
the idea of encouraging foreigners to make a prey of this
nation and its dependencies, under the miserable and unco-
vered pretext of discountenancing faction and sedition among
oursel ves."

It is but too reasonable, then, to conclude, that which-
soever side-Great Britain or America-shall first call in
foreign assistance, will but force the other into the same
desperate measure. In either case, this devoted land would
become one field of blood and carnage for a length of years;
which, at last, it is to be apprehended, would only be dread-
fully closed in our perpetual subjection and slavery to the
victorious side, whether allies or foes! It is, indeed, impos-
sible to describe the miseries of that country which is once
made the seat of foreign wars. Tom in pieces by contend-
ing armies, subjected to the alternate ravages and oppres-
sions of rival powers, the merchant, the fam1er, the peasant,
has nothing to call his own. Even the wife of his bosom,
and the daughter of his affection, are not safe from the un-
holy violence of mercenary soldiers, rioting through every
corner of a land not their own, insolent in victory, and bar-
barous in defeat. -

Although we now sadly bleed under the cruel hand of an
unjust Administration, who have kindled up a most unna-
tural war among brethren in their own land, yet (God be
thanked) that war hath not reached, and, I trust, wiJI never
be able to reach, much farther than our sea-shores. A na-
tion cannot long continue totally blind to all its most essen-
tial interests. Our own vigour and virtue have already gone
a great way to convince our oppressors of the inanity, as
well as the impracticability, of their schemes to govern a
great and distant country by force. Perseverance, on our
side, will speedily accomplish the rest. Our friends in Bri-
tain, unbought by us, and uncorrupted by our foes, are yet
of more worth to us than whole nations of foreigners drawn
in to our assistance by mercenary or interested views. If,
by no precipitate or unnecessary measures, we forfeit the
esteem of the former, and make them also enemies, we shall
prevail by our united strength. The devices of those who,
for ambitious purposes, strive to divide a house against itself,
wiII be finally confounded, and the who]e family of Britons,
on both sides of the Atlantick, may yet be bound together
by fresh ties of mutual love and interest for many gene-
rations. _

But, (I repeat it once more,) by the former measure of
calling in foreigners to decide our quarrels, we shall bleed,
not in a few parts only, but at every pore; and the present
generation wiII not, probably, see the end of the contest.
\V ould to Heaven tliat they who press s\lch a measure, as

preferable to reconciliation with our ancient friends, upon
whatever terms, could but behold the face of Poland, and
visit the scenes of havock and desolation which mark the
late footsteps of contending foreign powers in that country,
or read the accounts of the like scenes in many parts of
Germany. They would not then continue to urge such a
measure till they could clearly prove that the last necessity
was come.

Let it not be said that I am here drawing a horrible pic-
ture to strengthen this country into an absolute submission
to Great Britain. No. I persevere in my belief, that, on
our present plan of resistance, Britain can never force us,
either into submission or reconciliation, but upon such terms
as the united wisdom of the Colonies shall deem safe and
honourable. But, upon the other plan, it is much to be
feared that submission, as well as ruin, might be our lot.
And were I disposed to give bad names to any persons who
may, perhaps, be honestly inquiring after our true interest
in this contest, they who advise such a plan, and not Cato,
mi<rht be called inimical to these Colonies. Nor let it be
said that the wished-for assistance is not that of armies, but
of fleets for trade, and commercial protection. Even sup-
posing that to 'be the case, will the fleets of any power, who
can look those of Britain in the face, be content just to take
a peep at our fruitful shores, give us their protection when
called upon, and then returlf quietly home? But the au-
thor of Common Sense (and it is him I am now answering)
makes no such distinction; and speaks of the" assistance of
France and Spain" generally-and that for the purposes of
a total separation from Great Britain. His words are these;

"
It is unreasonable to suppose that France or Spain.will

give us any kind of assistance, if we mean only to make use
of that assistance for the purpose of repairing the breach,
and strengthening the connection between Britain and
America."

That the assistance here meant, is not confined to mere
naval assistance, in the idea of some who are great advocates
for this author's pamphlet, might have been easily gathered
from their expressions, when we received the late accounts
of the arrival of unusual numbers of troops in the neighbour-
ing French West-mdies.

But this only alarmed others the more; and I' am well
persuaded tbat this writer's idea is not yet adopted by many
persons of much consideration in this country, much less by
any publick bodies. I consider it only as thrown out to
collect the sentiments of America upon it, although I can-
not but think it a dangerous, as well as unseasonable ques-
tion at this time, and could have been content that it had
not been brought before tbe publick. But, since' it hath
been made a question, it ought now to be fairly discussed;
for whatever we have left worthy of our attention as free-
men, is all involved in this stake; and when important ques-
tions are put upon the footing that, if they are ,not answered,
they are to be taken f(Jr granted, it becomes, absolutely
necessary to examine them.

For my part, the more I consider the matter, (and I have
long considered it impartially,) the more I am persuaded that
our poljtical salvation can only be worked out by our own
united virtue, and upon our own foundation. When it shall
clearly appear that we can no longer stand upon this ground;
when we shall be generally convinced, by better arguments
than declamation, and the abuse of things venerable and
ancient, that future connection with Great Britain is neither
possible nor safe; then we shall be fully united and pre-
pared, at every risk, to pursue whatever measures the sense
of the community, fairly coJIected, shall think necessary to
adopt. But even then, before we launch forth, many do-
mestiek concerns are to be adjusted.

Under what form of Govemment are we to confederate?
How much of our ancient Constitutions is to be preserved?
\Vho is to settle our clashing Territorial claims? In what
cases are the jurisdiction and expenses of these Colonies to
be joint or separate? On what terms are we to engage
foreign alliances, and yet to secure our liberties in connec-
tion with them? Are the Colonies to vote equally in de-
termining these grand concerns? or is a new representation
to be forn1ed in proportion to numbers and consequence?

I might propose more questions of this kind; and when
the necessity comes, they will rise thick enough upon us, and
we must then encounter them all, for the sake of American
liberty, which I would never desert but with my life. But
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I am sure that the author of Common Sense, who labours to
prove that the necessity is already come, offers nothing on
this head that can gi~'e much satisfaction to the publick in
general. Trusting, however, that, in the preceding part of
his work, he has levelled the English Constitution to t)le
dust, together with all our Amerimn Constitutions, which
are formed on similar models, and that he has thereby led
us past the Rubicon, he may flatter himself that we will the
more readily follow his future direction, and adopt what
plans he'may offer. But I choose to examine for myself;
and having despatched his main argument for Independence,
which he founds on the necessity of foreign assistance, I pro-
ceed to consider some other parts of his work.

His first sections, on the origin of Government and Mo-
narchy, appear to be the strangest medley of inconsistencies
and contradictions which were, perhaps, ever offered to the
common sense of any people, and calculated only to mislead
those superficial readers, who are content to belie~'e as they
go, without comparing one part of a writer's doctrine with
another. '

"
Society," says he, "is produced by our wants, and Go-

vernment by our wickedness: the former promotes our hap-
piness positively, by uniting our affections; the latter nega-
tively, by restraining our vices. Government, like dress,
is the badge of lost innocence; the palaces of Kings are
built on the ruins of the bowers of Paradise."

If the author meant only by this to tell us that if all men
were perfectly virtuous, and followed the pure dictates of
right reason, human Governments would have been unne-
cessary, then I could subscribe to his doctrine, and might
have paid him a compliment for clothing an old truth in a
spruce metaphor. But if he meant to prove that Monar-
chies were any more founded on the ruins of Paradise than
Republicks, he ought, in consistency with himself, to have
shown us that, after Adam was expelled ii'om Paradise, he
and his descendants, as soon as they were" four or five"
strong, and" able to raise a tolerable dwelling in the wilder-
ness," were found erecting some sort of palace for him as
their King; and that, after this example, all future Govern-
ments were kingly in the first ages. But our author shows
us no such tbing. On the contrary, when he speaks of the
manner of

"
peopling the world," and frames a Government

out of the state of nature, the first idea he presents us with
is, th8,t of a pure Republick.

" Some convenient tree," says he, "affords a State-House,
under the branches of which the whole Colony may assem-
ble to deliberate on publick matters." They proceed, as
their numbers increase, to improve this Constitution, and
devise checks that" the elected may not form to themselves
an interest separate from the electors." On these checks
(" not on the unmeaning name of King) depend the strength
of Government and happiness of the governed."

How can this be reconciled to what follows? The author
has told us that all Government" being at best but a neces-
sary evil, promotes happiness only negatively, by restraining
(viz: checking) our vices;" and, in erecting his early Repub
hck, he contrives his checks accordingly; but (risum tenea-
tis!) directly forgets himself, and says that no "

power which
needs checking can be from God." Thus, by his own argu-
ment, God has as little to do with the powers of Govern-
ment in the Republican, as mixed forms. But further, lest
his readers should also forget themselves, and be carried
away by his first assertion, that" the palaces of Kings were
built on the ruins of Paradise," he takes care to tell us,
and backs it with the authority of "Scripture chronology,
that, in the early ages of the world, there were no KinO"s;"
that the Devil himself, in those ancient times, was but a °dulJ
fellow; and that, although" Government by Kings _was his
most prosperous invention for the promotion of idolatry," he
was a long while in hammering it out; which is but a poor
compliment to Satan's cunning. For being a King himself
from the beginning, he might have hit upon it sooner. But
I leave our author to make his own apology to his infernal
majesty, if he be of his councils, for I have no business to
interfere between them.

It is sufficient to show what use he makes of his common
sense, at the very outset, in refuting his own first doctrine, and
proving to demonstration that, instead of palaces for Kings,
State-Houses for whole Colonies we~e built on the ruins of
Paradise; nay more, that these ruins, in the case of the
Jews, were near three thousand years tossed up and down
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into various forms, before they were converted into Royal
edifices! That I have not misrepresented our author in this
argument, his own words will show: "Near three thousand
years passed away, ii'om the Mosaick account of the crea-
tion, till the Ji:ws, under a national delusion, requested a
King. Till then, their form of Government (except in ex-
traordinary cases, where the Almighty interposed) was a
kind of Republick," &c.

He proceeds, in the next place, to persuade us that he
is as well acquainted with the secrets of Heaven as the de-
vices of Hell, concerning the origin of kingly Government;
and that the Almighty consented at last to this" most pros-
perous invention of Satan," in mere wrath and vengeance
against the Jews, as a greater punishment for their ingratI-
tude than could have been inflicted upon them by any other
human form of Government. There never was a greater
perversion of Scripture than our author has been guilty of
in his endeavours to establish this part of his argument, as
every man of common understanding, who has his Bible in
his hand, may easily perceive.

The bounds prescribed for this letter will not suffi~r me,
at present, to point out his misrepresentations, and to show
how he sets himself up, not only against the plain letter of
Scripture, but the universal sense of wise and holy men of
every age. It is not consistent with my principles to say
one word in fa,'our of the divine right of Kings, nor do I be-
lieve a word of what others have said in its favour. As
]ittle do I believe what has been said concernin<r the divine
right ofRepublicks, or any other human forms of Government.
But the question is, whether God hath particularly repro-
bated any of them. For my part, as the author has set
me the example of examining Scripture on this head, I can-
not find any modern Kings particularly rejected by Hea'Ven
but ftilounsier, the King of France. It is in the thirty-fifth
chapter of Ezekiel; and I am sure our author, who is so
deeply versed in Scripture, could not have overlooked it, if
it had not been for the treaty which he proposes with this
King. The reader will readily allow that the application
is much more natural than that which the author has made
of the 8th chapter of the First Book of Samuel.

"
Son of man, set thy face against Mountseir, (lleb. ftiloun-

seir, or Monseur,) and prophesy against it, (lleb. him,) and
say unto hi\ll, thus saith the Lord God: Behold, 0 ftifount-
seir (or JJlounsier) I am against thee, because thou hast had
a perpetual hatred, and hast shed the blood of the children
of Israel [that is, the French Protestal1ts] by the force of
the sword: therefore, as I live, saith the Lord God, I will
prepare thee unto blood, and blood shall pursue thee: sith
thou hast not hated blood, even blood shall pursue thee.
Thus will I make ftilountseir (or Monsieur) most desolate,
because thou hast said these two nations, and these two
countries [here Britain and America are clearly pointed out]
shaU be mine, and we will possess it; whereas the Lord was
there:"-as much as to say, You shall not have these two
countries, ~Monsieur; the Lord intends them for his own
use; they shan be free, Protestant countries.

The reader may peruse and apply the remainder of the
chapter, which he may do as waU as the author of Common
Sense; and some may say, perhaps, as well as

CATO.

YORK COUNTY (PENNSYI,VANIA) COMMITTEE.
Hanover Town, Heidlcbergh Township, "(

March30, 1776. 5

Whereas information has been given unto us, the subscri-
bers, Members of the General Committee for York County,
that a certain Robert Owings, of lIeidlebergh Township
aforesaid, had, on the 15th day of this instant, in an open
and pubJick manner, taken the liberty to speak in an unbc-
coming manner against the measures now pursuing for the
maintaining our invaluable rights and privileges; and, being
caUed before us, was duly convicted thereof by sufficient
testimony. Whereupon he, the said Robert Owings, ex-
pressing his hearty and unfeigned sorrow for his said con-
duct, agreed further to signify his entire disapprobation
thereof, by signing the underwritten declaration, which was
voted satisfactory. R 1\1 A

-

ICHARD 'C LLISTER,

HENRY SI.AGI,E,

CHARLES GALWICK,

JOSEPH JEFFERIS,
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.Whereas I, the subscriber, having, in an unguarded hour,
been induced to degrade and speak disrespectfully of the
persons and proceedings of the Committees and other bodies
of men unto whom the management of our publick affairs
are committed, for the endeavouring to support and main-
tain our invaluable rights and privileges as freemen, espe-
cia11y by disrespectfuny degrading by words, in a most atro~
cions and insolent manner, the proceedings of the Commit-
tees in general, as wen as of the honourable the Continental
Congress; for all which I am most heartily and unfeignedly
sorry; and, craving forgiveness of my country, am in hopes,
by my future good conduct, to be again received into the
friendship of my neighbours and fenow-citizens. And to
manifest that I am a friend to the liberties of my country, I
do hereby consent and agree voluntarily to sign the articles
of Association recommended by the honourable the As-
sembly of the .Province of Pennsylvania for our mutual
defence. And, further, I desire that this, my declaration, be
made publick. R 0, OBERT WINGS.

RECANTATION OF PETER LOLDERBACK.

In Committee, Piles-Grove, Salem CountY'l
March 30, 1776. 5

I, Peter Louderback, having, by divers expressions, shown
myself to my countrymen inimical to the present cause of
America, by ablising the magistrates in civil power, and
calling the persons fighting in the present glorious struggle a
set of rasca11y Rebels, and that the Congress would be all
hung; all which unguarded expressions I am heartily sorry
for, and do beg pardon of my injured countrymen; promi-
sing, for the future, to conduct myself in a more respectable
manner, and to do everything in my power to forward the
cause of liberty against the present vile Administration.

PETER LOUDERBACK.

GENERAL THOMPSON TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.
New.York, March 30, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN: As a number of troops are arrived, and
more are hourly expected, who must be quartered in the
city; and as I understand that many of the inhabitants who
have quitted the town have left part of their furniture in
their houses, I must request that you will give such direc-
tions as you may judge best for securing the property of
those people whosebouses are, or shan be, occupied as bar-
racks for the troops. And you win much oblige, gentle-
men, your most obedient, humble servant,

WILLIAM THOMPSON.

To the Committee of Safety, New- York.

CAPTAIN GRENELL TO THmlAS TREDWELL.

SIR: Was this day informed by Mr. Hobart that Mr.
Crane is appointed Captain-Lieutenant of the company
desiO"nedfor me. It betomes incumbent on me to inform
the Committee of Safety with my determination respecting
the appointment, which I thought I had done already by
my letter to General Woodhull; but as that was not read in
Congress, must again say, that I am so bound in the nomi-
nation I gave the Congress, (and that more especially to
Mr. Stoddard, wherein he was named for Captain-Lieute-
nant,) that I cannot in honour be released; therefore must
repeat, that I cannot serve, and resign a commission that I
confess gave me pleasure, in the hopes of being serviceable
to my country in a way that best suited my genius. But,
however, doubt not some better man will easily be found to
supply my place.

It may be asked why I refused serving. The case
was this: I was desired to look out and nominate proper
men for officers, which I understood was a privilege given
Captain Lamb also; and concluded from thence that the
Congress meant to. confirm the nomination, otherwise I
should not have put any gentlemen to the pain or suspense
or of being so publickly rejected, and thereby have avoided
the situation I am now in ;.in consequence of which, I gave
Mr. Stoddard the fullest assurances that he would be con-
firmed, and pledged my commission to him for the cer-
tainty, otherwise he would not have left Captain Billings,
with whom be was engaged as a First Lieutenant, and at
.the time about marching from New- York to the northward,

and was to commission his officers at General Schuyler's;
which opportunity Stoddard has. now lost.

The chance of raising a company here for that service be-
ing now over, I have turned my attention another way, and
perhaps may be as serviceable to my country as a private as
I would have been in commission. Please to acquaint the
respectable the Committee of Safety with my determina-
tion; and though am not in office, my sentiments of the
cause are not changed, in which I hope to live and die;
being, with regard, sir, your humble servant,

JOHN GRENELL.

To Mr. Thomas Tredwell, New-York.

TO THE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, NEW-YORK.

New-York, March 30, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: It astonishes every lover of his country
your allowing at this time so many gentlemen to leave this
Continent and go to Britain. You cannot have too many
pledges in your hands, and there are none at this period of
danger that should be allowed to leave the Continent who
are able to bear arms; far less should they be allowed to be
conveying quantities of specie out of this Province. The
passengers now going from this place must pay their freight
in gold and silver, which wi]] at least take away one thou-
sand pounds in cash. This h!lrts the cause much more
than importing necessary articles. Do not stumble at mole-
hills and jump over mountains.

Yours, as you conduct yourselves,
AMERICANUS.

ELIHU MARVIN TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Cornwall Precint, March 30, - 1776.

SIR: The subscriber of the enclosed, Jonathan Brooks
and Reuben Clark, being proper members of the Coml.1lit-
tee of Cornwall Precinct, and the bearer, (Nathan June,)
informs the need of having the commissions sent speedily.
If you can send them by the bearer, you will oblige your
humble servant .,

ELIHU MARVIN, Chmrman.

To JoseE~ Hallett, Chahman of the Committee of Safety,
New- York.

JOHN BLACKLER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Esopus Jail, March 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Conscious of my own innocence as to act-
ing any ways derogatory from the rules established by the
Congress, I am emboldened to flatter myself my crime
cannot be of so heinous a nature but that my present pu-
nishment is sufficient. I have now been confined upwards
of one hundred days, without the least prospect of enlarge-
ment on the one hand, and my inevitable ruin on the other.
Had I ever, directly or indirectly, been employed in the
present unhappy contest, I should not have murmured; bUt
on bare suspicion to be sent away from my friends and the
means of support, surely is cruel. The term limited by the
honourable the Continental Congress for a capital offender
is but three months imprisonment. That time (if I am
made to appear in that light) is expired. All that I crave is
liberty to return to my native country, in order to live
peaceably, if possible; or, should not that be agreeab]e, per-
mission to seek a living within any bou)1ds you may think
proper to allow; and on the breach of such restriction, my
life shall pay the forfeit. Should I be so happy as to merit
your attention, it Sh;1llever, with a most grateful heart, be
acknowleged by, gentlemen, your most obedient humble
servant, JOHN BLACKLER.
To New- York Committee of Safety.

Albany Committee.Chamber, March 30, 1776.

A Petition of Henry Van Rensselaer and Sons was laid
before this Board; which said Petition is in the following
words, to wit:

To the, Committee of Safety, Sfc., of the County of ALBANY.

The Petition of HENRY V AN RENSSELAER and Sons, of
CLAVEUACK,humbly showeth:

That whereas the Provincial Congress of this Colony
has recommended the erection of two Powder-Mills in this
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Colonel Warner's............ 102 271 373 Small-Pox by inocula-

tion.
Major Cady's.. . . . .. . . ... . . ., 82 50 132 Do. do.
Colonel De Haas's. .. . . .. .... 2i5 - 225
Major Brown's Detachment... 38 132 170 Do. do.
General Wooster's........... 42 48 90 Do. do.
Colonel McDougall's.,....... 70 115 191 Small Pox, ~reat and

Schaick's..... ..
various.

Colonel Van 81 77 158 Variol1s.
Colonel Clinton's. . . . .... ., . .. 207 20 2J7 Varion'.
Colonel Holmes's. ...... . . . .. 91 23 114 Various.
Culonel Livingston's. ,.. ..... . 206 - 20(;
General Arno'd's....... .. .... 117 50 167Various and wounded.
Captain Wool's Artillery. .... 31 - 31
Colonel Du)!gan's. . .... .... . . 123 - 123
ColonelMaxwell's... ........ 216 - 216
Colonel Fellow,,'s.... . .... ... . 82 - 82

- - -Total............. ...... 1719 7862505
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GENERAL ARNOLD TO SILAS DEANE.

Camp before Quebeck, March 30, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have often sat down to write you, and as
often been prevented by matters of consequence crowding
upon me, which I could not postpone. I am now so much
perplexed with a multiplicity of affairs that I can hardly
form an assemblage of three ideas, and those, I am afraid,
will not be very pleasing to you, as they convey no very
agreeable intelligence, but rather matters of complaint,
(which, I make no doubt, you are daily troubled with.)
Without further preamble, I shall give you a short sketch
of our strength, situation, prospects, &c.: From the 1st
of January to the 1st of ~larch, we have never had more
than seven hundred effective men on the ground, and

. frequently not more than five hundred; since which we

have been increasing in our numbers, as you will observe
by the enclosed morning reports. Our numbers are far
short of what I expected before this time, and the New-
England Troops will be of very little service to us for some
time, as the greatest part of them have the small-pox. That
fatal disorder has got into our camp, though every method
thar prudence could suggest has been attempted to prevent
it; a variety of orders have been repeatedly given, (some
of which I enclose,) and as repeatedly disobeyed or ne-
glected. The reinforcements, (as fast as they came in,)
privately prepared and inoculated, (Colonel Warner's Regi-
ment and Major Cady's detachment in particular;) not one-
quarter of the former, and very few of the latter, are fit for
duty; so that the publick will incur an expense of at least
twenty pounds for each of those people, who will not, on
an average, have done ten days' service to the 15th April,
to which time they are engaged. Our Surgeons are with-
out medicine; our Hospitals crowded, and in want of almost
every necessary.

Enclosed is a small sketch of the City of Qnebeck and
vicinity, Jry which you will see the great extent of ground
we are oDliged to occupy. No less than twenty-six miles
makes a tour of the rounds, including three ferries. A few
small cannon--sixes, twelves, and one twenty-four-pounder,
little ball, and less powder, cannot be expected to effect the
reduction of a place so strongly fortified as Quebeck. Three
seven-inch mortars, a few shells, (and those too small,) will
cut a despicable figure at a bomb-battery, and serve but to
expose our weakness; only one Artillery officer, and twenty
matrosses, very few of whom know their duty; not one artifi-
cer for making carcasses, or any kind of fire-works. An able
Engineer (a most necessary man in an army) wanting, and
no prospect of being supplied with one; a well furnished mili-
tary chest (which gives life and spirits to an army) entirely
wanting, without which we cannot make one movement in .

this country. For, to teU you the truth, our credit extends General Orders before QUEBECK,FEBRUARY11, 1776.
no f~~her than our arms. Add to thi~catalogue, want of . Whereas the l'~peated orders given to prevent the spread-
proVIslOns,(not I?ore than one month s on hand,) and our mg of that. (atal dlsord~r .the Small-Pox, have been in a great
resour~es uncertam, and most of the New-England, and all measure dIsregarded; It.ISord~red that the commanding ofij-
the !'ew- York Troops, engaged no !onger. than the 15th eel' of every ,company ImmedIately send such of his compa-
Apr~l--these are some few of the dIfficultIeswe have to ny as are seized with it to the Hospital; and all soldiers
encounter. . .. Wl.lOshall know of any persons with tliat disorder in their

The want of money and provrslons laId me under the pnvate quarters, and do not make immediate complaint
n:~essity, the. 4th of this month, to issu~ ~ Proclamation, the~eof to the Barrackmaster, shall be treated as neglecting
grvmg our paper money a currency; promrsmg to exchange therr duty, and guilty of a breach of orders.

.

...

County, under certain encouragements and regrllations, as
more particularly by said resolves will appear:

Your Petitioners have taken the said resolves into con-
sideration, and are of opinion that their situation at the place
aforesaid is conveniently formed for erecting a manufactory

I of the kind, a sufficient stream running at the distance of
more than two miles east from Hudson's River, which they
conceive to be proper for the said purpose. They therefore
humbly request the Committee will take the same into con-
sideration; and if, upon inquiry, the said place will answer
the intention of said resolves, they pray that they may be
entitled to the recommendation of this Committee for the
purpose aforesaid; and your Petitioners shall ever pray, &c.. HENRY V AN RENSSELAER & SONS.

Resolved, That the prayer of the said Petition be grant-
ed, and they are hereby recommended to the Provincial
Congress accordingly.

A true copy from the Minutes:
ABRAHAM YATES, JUN., Chairman.

it in four months for hard cash, at the same time declaring
those enemies who should refuse it. About fiftee~ thousand
dollars have been paid away. Many received it willingly.
but the greater part of the people were averse to taking It.
This step. could not possibly be avoided, and will have this
good effect: those who have received it will be interested in
keeping the credit of it good. Notwithstanding ,this long
catalogue of wants, &c., we are determined to. exert our-
selves. The officers and men are in general in good spi-
rits, but too few in numbers to attempt an escalade. We
are, therefore, raising batteries; one on Point Levi, of three
twelve-pounders and one eight-inch howitz, will be ready
to open to-morrow; another on the Heights of Abraham,
within five hundred yards of the wall, of one twenty-four-
pounder, fOllr twelves, two sixes, and two howitz, we ex:'
pect to open in four>or five days. I have one gondola,
mounting one twelve-pounder, at Sellery, with several
armed boats. I am preparing a fire-ship to send into the
Cul-du-Sac, where the two frigates and merchant ships are
lying, which I make no doubt will have a proper effect if
we are not prevented by ice, or contrary winds, until the
ships can lay in the stream. If we should be happy enough
to succeed in destroying the ships, I think it will be impos-
sible for the town to hold out until they can be relieved.

A few days since I received intelligence from Point La
Caile (twelve leagues from the south shore) that a party of
sixty men had landed there from Quebeck, and that two
hundred and fifty Canadians had joined them, and seized a
convoy of our provisions. I immediately despatched Major
Dnbourgs, Captain Bruyn, and eighty men, in pursuit of
them, who surprised their advanced guard, killed seven,
wounded two, and took thirty-eight prisoners, with the
King's standard, without any loss on our side; the rest dis-
persed immediately, and everything now remains quiet.

It is now twelve o'clock at night, and I dare say you
will be glad when I end my dull epistle.

I am, with great truth and sincerity, dear sir, your friend
and humble servant, B AENEDICT RNOLD.

To the Honourable Silas Deane, Esq.

A Return of the Troops before QUEBECK,in the service of
the United Colonies, MARCH 30, 1776. _

Since which have joined of different Regiments, 350.

N. B. Fifteen hundred of the above men are at liberty
the 15th of April; probably one-half. of them will be re-
tained in the service.

B. ARNOLD.
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General Orders before QUEBECK, MARCH 15, 1776.

As the spreading the Sma1l-Pox at this juncture will pro_-
bably prove the, entire ruin of the Army, the officers are
desired to take aU possible care to prevent it, by keeping
the men from strolling from their quarters.

The Surgeons of the Army are forbid, under the severest
penalty, to inoculate any person. And as many officers
and men are preparing for the small-pox, it is said with an
intention of taking it by inoculation; to prevent the fatal con-
sequences attending such conduct, those who are found
guilty, if officers, will be immmediately cashiered; if pri-
vate soldiers, punished at the discretion of a Court-Martial.

PAYMASTER-GENERAL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 18. Referred to Mr. Read, Mr. Clinton, Mr. Braxton.]

Watertown, March 30, 1776.

SIR: I beg the favour of you to make my grateful ac-
knowledgments to the Congress for the honour they did me
in appointing me Paymaster-General of the Army ~ I have
endeavoured to answer their expectation, by executing that
office with assiduity and fidelity, and should think it an ho-
nour still to continue in that station. But, sir, as the ope-
rations of war may, and probably will, change their seat,
and some other of the Colonies be the principal scene of
action, and it may be expected that I should attend the
Army with the General and Commander-in-Chief, you will
oblige me by desiring the Congress, under these circum-
stances, to aqcept my resignation of that office. The in-
conveniency to my private affairs is the smallest inducement
to this step. The provisiun made for the support of the
Paymaster's office is ample. But, as I have ever made the
publick good my ruling principle, I flatter myself, from the
connection and interest I have here, it may be more in my
power to render some small services to the publick here than
in another part of the Continent. I hope, therefore, this
resiO"nation will not be considered as proceeding from any
disc~ntent, or want of respect for the Gmeral or for the
Congress, whose dignity and influence I make it my busi-
ness on all occasions to support.

I sha1l be ready to render my accounts of the disposition
of the money I have received, in such manner as the Con-
gress shall direct, and to serve them in any station they may
think proper to appoint me to.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient,
humble servant, J. WARREN.

To the Honourable John lIancock, Esq., President of the
Congress.

MARK HOPKINS TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Great-Barrington, March 30, 1776.

SIR: Upon the receipt of the Militia Bill, and the order
of the honourable Council conformable thereto, the Field-
Officers of the Regiment which I have the honour to com-
mand, met, and divided the same into companies; and,
amongst the rest, divided this town of Barrington into two
companies, by a line running east and \Vest through the
middle of the same, having first taken off some of the out
comers of the town, and placed them to other companies
for their convenience. After which division, the companies
were brought to a choice of their officers, and chose those
named in the list now sent to the Secretary. The Captains
of each company were chosen by a bare majority of votes,
and the Lieutenants but by a few more. Since the choice,
a large number of the soldiers appear to be very uneasy
with the officers elected. Those of the South Company
say that Captain Peter Ingersoll was broke last f.1.11by the
sentence of a Court-Martial in the Continental Army, and
was then declared incapable of sustaining any office in the
Continental service. The First Lieutenant, Timothy Young-
love, they say is a Tory, and during the whole of our trou-
bles has manifested himself unfriendly to the common cause,
and openly opposed all the measures that have been recom-
mended by the Congress; therefore that he ought not to
bave any command in the Militia. Those in the North
Company say that the Captain, IIewit Root, is adva.nced
in years, and by frequent fits of the gout, or rheumatism, is
rendered iJlcapable of doing the duties of his office. They
also object against the moral character and general conduct

of the First Lieutenant; 'and the uneasiness in both com..
panies has risen to that height, that they say they never will
bear arms under these officers, so long as they are able to
earn enough to pay their fines.

It must be observed that the town consists of members
of the Church of England and Dissenters; the former of
which (a few excepted) have been very backward in all our
late publick matters, and amongst us are denominated To-
ries. It is said that by their interest principally, the afore-
mentioned officers were elected. They have never turned
any men out for the publick service, which the other party
have; and thus, being all present, are able to outvote the
Whigs. . .

A petition has been presented to me, signed by fifty-four
persons, requesting an alteration in the division of said com-
panies into East and West Companies. By the proposed
new division, the main of those called Tories will be in th~
West Company. The petitioners imagine that" upon a
choice according to this division, such officers would be
chosen as would give general satisfaction. The other party
say that this proposed division will give as great uneasiness
as the present, and they, to the number of eighty-seven,
have petitioned against the proposed new division. The
Field-Officers, upon the present appearance, are of opinion
that, if the nOW proposed division had been made at first,
it might have been for the best; but after we had proceeded
to make a division, and a choice of officers has been made
accordingly, thought ourselves hardly warranted to make a
new division without the direction, of the honourable Goqn-
cil; and the rest of the Field-Officers directed me to writ~~
to your Honours upon the matter. Tf'illiam Whiting, Esq.,
the Representative from the town, can fully infonn your
Honours of the difficulties and circumstances attending the
whole matter, to whom we refer for that purpose.

I beg leave further to mention, that a part of this town,
called the Hoplands, containing about thirty-eight men, is
separated from the rest of this town by mountains, in such
a manner that the people there cannot get to the place of
parade here without travelling eight or ten miles. They lie
contiguous to a part of TYTingham; we therefore deter-
mined that they should join that part of Tyringham, and so
make a company; but upon notice, the said Hoplander.~
refused to join with. Tyringham. They are so few that, by
the act, they cannot be formed into a company by them-
selves; so that, as matters now stand, they must be obliged
to join the North Company in this town; and yet they have
had no voice in the choice of the officers, it not being known
but that they would be willing to join with Tyringham tiJ1
after the choice here.

We look to your Honours for direction in these matters,
not doubting but the people will acquiesce in what your
Honours shan direct in the premises.

I am your Honours' most humble servant,
MARK HOPKINS.

To the President of the Honourable Council of Massachu-
setts-Bay.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO BALTIMORE COMMITTEE.

[l'\0.99.] Annapolis, March 31, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The enclosed is a copy of a letter we have
just received from Mr. Hughes. And as mounting the
eighteen- pounders immediately will be. a capital thing for
your town, and, eventually, the Province in general, we
request you will exert your utmost diligence in getting the
carriages ready for them.

'Ve are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County.

TO CATO, CASSANDRA, AND ALL THE WRITERS ON TIlE
INDEPENDENT CONTROVERSY.

Phihldelphia, March 31, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: * Though it might be deemed absolutely
necessary to suppress an publications which tend to disunite
the Colonies in their present s£irited opposition to a crud

* Cassandra will please to excuse the appelIation of "Gentlemen,"
for as Phmbus de.creed that the prophetess should ncver be credited, I
am under the necessity of disbelieving that the modern Cassandra is a
lady.
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and unnatural attack from the people of England; yet, as
the question of Independency has been lately started, in a
pamphlet entitled CommonSense, and supported by a variety
of subsequent authors, I confess I was much pleased on the
appearance of a writer on the other side of the question;
for, as I have no other view than peace and happiness for
myself ,and posterity, I was determined to give an earnest
attention to the arguments on both sides. It is no matter
with me whether I live under an Emperor, a Pope, a Ba-
shaw, a King of England, or a Republicl<, provided I can
be conTInced, by irrefutable arguments, that such or such a
state contained the greatest quantity of happiness for the
people at large, and for individuals in particular; for, as I
am in the situation of ninety-nine out of every hundred in
the world, who have no expectations of ever ascending into
office, and riding upon the top of the machine, and have
only to expect to contribute my proportion of labour to
wheel it along, I therefore think it my business, as well as
my fellow-labourers', to see that, it is so constructed as to
move with as little labour as possible, and the machinery so
contrived as to be the least liable to get out of order in the
variety of rough and smooth roads through which we must
inevitably pass. Now, taking it for granted that the ma-
chine must necessarily be kept in proper motion, I conclude,
we are not to consult the ease and convenience of the riders,
but that of the draughtsmen, who, being the majority, and
giving motion to the machine for their OWn emolument-(I
know, criticks, the simile won't run upon all fours, but I shall
nevertheless stick to it till you ofter me a better)-I say, we
move it along for our own emolument; and jf the riders
should insist on having it built to contain only a single chair
for a crowned bead, or to spread a larger floor over our
heads to support a Commonwealth, we who pull, and not
they who ride, ought to be the judges of the matter; for
that some must pull, and that some will ride, in every com-
munity on the face of the earth, must be granted me;
therefore, aJl I have to consider, with the rest of my bre-
thren on the ground, is to attach myself to that machine, or
(if you won't let mepursue the simile) to that form of Go-
vernment, which will afford me the most ease, and give me
the least pain.

People' in general know so little of the different move-
ments of a State, and the complicated connections and de-
pendencies on the other powers of the world, that they are
almost unequal to the task of forming a proper judgment of
the fitness or unfitness of this or that mode; for this reason
it gave me great pleasure to think I was now about to have the
matter laid before me in an open and candid manner, that I
and the rest of my unlettered brethren might judge for our-
selves. The writer signed Cato, I should have liked much
better had his actions corresponded with his declarations.
Says he, "Nor need any person be alarmed; for an indecent
nor angry expression shall not dishonour my pen, nor yet a
single sentiment which is not calculated to cement all par-
ties in the Province, upon safe and popular grounds, more
firmly than ever, in executing the resolves of the Congress,
and maintaining American liberty." Had this decency really
prevailed in Cato's breast, why did he, a few lines before,
charge the commentators on the conduct of the Assembly
with" scurrilous misrepresentations ?" Decency and scur-
rility can certainly have no possible connection; and, un-
happily for him, in his second letter, he proceeds to term a
writer, who styles himself Cassandra, "an enthusiast, a
madman, and a barbarian." Language of this kind can be
of no real use to men who are searching for truth; and I
will take the liberty to request Cato, in his future essays, to
keep up to the decency he professed to set out with. I
could have wished to have passed Cassandra unnoticed on
this head; but as he also has given too much reason for
censure, I will just make free to say, that his arguments
have acquired no force withdme by directing personal at-
tacks on Cato,.and endeavouring to point out the real man
to the publick; nay, by introducing the very name of a
private gentleman into his essays, and obliquely glancing at
him as the writer pf Cato's letters. I am sensible it is so
guarded that Cassandra may plead off, and declare, if he
pleases, that he had no such person in view; and Cato
milYht find it difficult to disprove his sincerity. Cassandra
may also assert, where he hints at the danger which Cato
runs of " too far provoking the majesty of the people by the

bold flourishes of a pen which pays nO respect to truth,
lest he may find it expedient to end his days on the prin-
ciples of dependency," that he meant nosuch thing as the
threatening Cato with the chance of being hanged by a
mob; though his marking the word" dependency" in italicks,
will certainly convey that idea to many minds. Now, gen-
tlemen, with all due respect to you both, I would wish you
to avoid indecency and personality. 'However sharp your
minds may be set against each other, upon a supposition
that you have got at the secret of names on both sides, I
would request you to consider, that though you are both
volunteers, yet you are in some measure accountable to the
publick. If two advocates, pleading a cause of great im-
portance before a learned Court and an intelligent Jury,
were to make use of illiberal reflections upon each other's
characters, and rip up a long list of charges of fraudulent
designs and wicked practices, would not both Court and
Jury think themselves grossly insulted, and would not such
advocates deserve the severest censure from the bench? Be
pleased to remember, gentlemen, you are pleading at the
bar or the publick, upon a cause of greater importance
than ever came before any tribunal on earth-no less than
whether it is expedient or inexpedient to make a total'se-
paration in Government between the new and the old world.
Do you think, gentlemen, that a thousandth part of your
readers either know, care for, or desire to know, who are the
writers on this popular subject? If John a Nokes and Tom
a Stiles should be fixed on as the authors in this city, and
should hand fixth to the publick every foible and unfamur-
able incident of each other's life, of what importance, think
you, would this be to those who are stra.ngers to them both?
If Kouli Khan's gardener's daughter had a child by the
Grand Vizier's brother, what has that to do with the Revo-
lution in Persia? It is the matter, and not the man, that the
publick are concerned with. If Lord North himself was a:
prisoner amongst us, and should issue forth fi'om his confirie-
ment daily lucubrations on the subject now before us, {-
would give them as earnest a reading as if they flowed from
the pen of a Camden or a Burlee; and yet I am a zealOlls
advocate against Great Britain in the present controver-
sy. It is truth alone I am hunting for, and this I believe
to be the case with nine-tenths of the people; therefore I
beg you will behave like gentlemen to yourselves and to
the publick ; canvass the matter fairly, fully, and freely; and
do not suppose yourselves of so much importance as to think
we shall be pleased with your calling off our attention from
the grand question, to the unimportant discu!3sions of the
characters or schemes of either party. I, with a great
number of others, should be glad to see you enter deeply
into the question on both sides. State the advantages of an
Independence-the benefits to be derived from a new mode
of Government; how it will affect individuals; the addi-
tional happiness and freedom it will produce-particularized
in a number of plain, clear instances; for though I, and
some others, might be satisfied with the general assertion,
"that the State will be much benefited by the change,"
yet there is no gaining admission into some bosoms but by
full and positive demonstation; and the number of such is
very great. To make myself better understood, I mean thus:
If A, being a shopkeeper in this city, having a tolerable stand
for business, though at a distance from the market, was to
be advised by B to remove his shop to the outskirts of tlle
town, where he should be sure to make his fortune, A would
naturally require of B some proof of its probability, as the
proposal might seem a strange one; but if B, being in the
secret, should inform him that the Corporation had deter-
mined to remove the market to that very spot, A would not
hesitate a moment about the J;l1atter. So with respect to In-
dependence: some people will be satisfied with nothing short
of such clear and demonstrative evidence. You must tell
them, also, of the particular new trades which will be
opened to us; the prices our goods will bear at home to the
farmer, and what they will bring at such and such ports,
and how much those prices exceed what we have been used
to get for them at the markets we were allowed to trade to.
In this you must name the articles, the prices, and the places.'
You must then tell us the advantages of buying linens,
woollens, cottons, silks, and hardware in France, Spain, and
Portugal, and other counties in Europe, and how much
cheaper they are than in England <J.ndIreland. In this, too,
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you must hame the goods, the places, and pric~s; and
whether these places will take in exchange our lumber, our
naval stores, our tobacco, flaxseed, &c., ~c., and what prices
they will give; what credit it is customary for those several
places to allow to foreigners on what we commonly call dry
goods-for our country people generally requiring credit,
the merchant-importer must have credit too, otherwise trade
will be confined to a few rich houses, who will exact
what prices they please upon the farnwr and consumer.
Next, you must show that the charge of supporting Govern-
ment will be less, in a state of independence, than it hath
heen heretofore, during a connection; you must name the
expenses we now pay, and the expenses we shall then pay;
you must give an estimate of the charge of supporting such
an Army and Navy in time of peace, as may always preserve
the peace. There are many who will not be satisfied with
your telling them that" a wen-regulated Militia will save
an the expense arising on the score of an Army;" say they,
a man's time and labour, when he musters, will always be
the same to him as money paid, and that, therefore, you
must fix the number of men that are to be enrolJed every
year, and the number of times "they shan appear; for in-
stance, if in Pennsylvania twenty-five thousand should mus-
ter eight times in the year, at two shillings and six pence
per day, it would amount to twenty-five thousand pounds,
which would be just equal to the prescnt one shilling and
six pence tax on all the estates in the Province; if they are
to receive no pay, it will nevertheless be a loss to them
equal to that sum; if they are to be paid, the amount of
this tax should certainly be estimated, because it must be
paid by the community at large in every Province, in pro-
portion to the numbers so enrolled as a Militia. The ex-
pense of building a sufficient fleet should also be ascertain-
ed, and also the number of ships and men necessary to be
kept in constant pay, as guarda costas, occasional convoys
or despatch vessels, conveying Ambassadors to the different
ports in Europe; and you must also estimate the annual
expense of watching and keeping those vessels in repair
which are laid up. Also, the expenses of maintaining in
every Court of Europe Ambassadors, Consuls, Messengers,
Spies, and even bribe-money, for intelligence of the designs
of their respective Cabinets. Also, the expenses of the Fleet
and Army in time of war; for we may reasonably expect
to share the fate of other nations, ,and of being sometimes
unfortunately engaged in war with some troublesome ambi-
tious Prince or other. Perhaps they may undertake to stop
our trade up the Straits, in the Medl:terranean, or up the
North Seas, to Holland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and
Russia: we must then either give it up, or fight for it, or pay
some subsidy to a foreign power for protection in those seas-
the expenses in any, or all of these cases, you should give
to us. Also, in what proportion the value of our estates in
America win increase, so as to defray the necessary charges
of Government, taking for granted that a onc shining and six
pence tax in the pound on all taxable estates in America
does now yield five hundred and thirty-three thousand three
hundred and thirty-three dollars-.being rather more than
half a million; which is calculated thus: Pennsylvania is
rated by the Congress to pay about one-eighth of all the
expenses of the United Colonies; and as a tax of one shil-
ling and six pence in the pound in the said Province, netts
about twenty-five thousand pounds, we may suppose a one
shilling and six pence tax upon the United Colonies will
yield just eight times as much; which is two hundred thou-
sand pounds, our currency, or five hundred and thirty-three
thousand three hundred and thirty-three dollars per annum.
Lastly, you are to consider, after all things are candidly sta-
ted, whether the sums annually raised on the one hand to
protect ourselves, and the absolute gain in trade (over and
above what we used to make) on the other hand, do or do
not render it most for our interest to separate from Bri-
tain.

On the part of those who contend for a reunion, they
must show what are the advantages that result from such a
connection; what were the customary expenses of Govern:-
ment in America before the present rupture; what are the
exclusive privileges we derive from exporting goods to Great
Britain; whether there are acts of Parliament in favour of
the Colonies, to the prejudice of other nations, and which
we reap the sale advantage of, and whether these are equi-

valent to any loss we may sustain by having our trade con-
fined to them; whether our trade is not limited to our great

-disadvantage. You are to particularize the ports we may
trade to under the old regulations, and the different articles
of America which we may carry directly to foreign ports.
You must also show that the principle part of the goods we
import from England and Ireland could not be supplied us
upon as good terms from any other country; and that those
nations with whom we might incline to trade, would not
grant us bounties upon naval stores and sundry other arti-
cles, in the same manner as England does; the amount of
which, annually paid 'to the Colonies, you should sum up.
Y au must also show cause, if you can, why America ought
not to take credit to herself for all the taxes paid by the
English manufacturers before they send their gOQds to the
Colonies, it being generally granted that the consumer ulti-
mately pays aU charges. You must also show whether
taxes on goods imported into America from IIolland, France,
or Spain, where imposts are very heavy, are or are not
added to the cost of the said goods, in the same manner as
we reckon them on English goods. Also, whether the long
established credit our American merchants have obtained in
England, in the interior part of the kingdom, with the ori-
ginal manufacturers, cannot be as well accomplished in the
new countries we may go to; or whether we must take
their goods from merchants at the several out-ports, with all
the middle men's or intervening rIealers' profit added to them.
And if we should obtain credit at such places for twelve
months, as in England, what will be the advance which a
Frenchman, a Dutchman, or a Spaniard, will choose to put
on his goods, as an equivalent for the risk which he will sup-
pose himself to run by trusting strangers. Whether it is
not a generally established custom with all trading nations to
trust foreigners, with whom they have no legal or political
constitutional connection, as freely as their own subjects in
distant parts of the world. If this is not generally the case,
you should show why America cannot make treaties-with
such powers in order tQ obtain credit, either by pledging to
them the estates of the community at large, to make good
deficiencies that might happen by individuals failing or ne-
glecting to pay such foreign debts, or by such other means
as the American States might think fit to offer. You should
also show whether the low price of goods for many years
past, was owing to the smallness of the demand, or to the
great quantity brought to market, or to the reasonableness
and moderation of the importing merchants; and whether
if France, Spain, and Holland, should refuse to give credit
to every young merchant going out for a cargo, with a tole-
rable recommendation, as the traders in England have been
accustomed to do-I say, if this should be the case, and the
importations should fall wholly into the hands of a few rich
merchants, why might not some mode of restriction be
entered into for preventing the exorbitant exactions they
might be guilty of, to the great injury of tbe consumers.
You must also convince the farmer, if he bought his goods
as low as formerly, occasioned by a reunion with Great Bri-
tain, that he would also have the same advantages of ship-
ping off his produce, which he has been used to, without
any restriction being laid on our trade that might lower the
price when he brought his crops to market. You must also
point out what advantage it would be to England to ha,,:e
tobacco once more exported to them; and whether this,
among other considerations, would be any inducement for
them to offer us better terms. Some might possibly think
that, nationally speaking, the being deprived of an expen-
sive luxury would be rather a gain than a loss; for though
the tax on this article may be rated at four hundred thou-
sand pounds per annum, yet it is wholly paid by themselves,
as well as the nett cost of the tobacco. The publick funds
would, indeed, be losers, but the people would be gainers in
a sum just equal to the nett amount paid to the American
planter; therefore you must show other reasons why Eng-
land would give up any points for the sake of reconciliation.
And before this point is settled, you must convince us that
the people of England are not gainers by our withholding
trade to the West-Indies; for as the large quantities of rum
and sugar, which we formerly imported from the Islands, will
now be sent to England, the price to the consumer there
will be considerably abated; of course the quantity used by
the lower class of people will be increased; and as those

,



articles pay very high duties, the revenue will be capitally
enlarged. And it may be supposed to have this further effect:
the great tracts of ground hitherto occupied in Engl<Lnd
for raising grain, purely to distil spirits, will, in a great mea-
sure, be deprived of their object, by the plenty of rum car-
ried in from the West-Indies; and as a total stop is put to
the exportation of tea, it may probably fall so low in Eng-
land M (together with the low price of sugar) to make it a
very general diet, morning and night, for the lower class of
people; thus drinking foreign spirit, and making part of
their meal of foreign produce, the land which was before
employed in those services may be spared for raising provi-
sions to ship to the West-Indies, where they will be sure to
come to a good market as long as we withhold our trade
thither. Therefore you must show some substantial reason
for your opinion, that it is the interest of England to wish
our trade with the West-Indies restored to its old state; for
if Engl<Lndcan now buy her sugar and rum cheaper, and
sell her grain higher than formerly, why should she wish to
reunite with us on this score? A full reply to this sugges-
tion is e.:x;pected.

You ltlust also prove that England, on a reunion, would
grant us such a protection as would .secure our property in
any part of the world; and that, on our complaining to their
Court of seizures or detainer of our vessels by the Russians,
Normans, Swedes, Danes, IIamburghers, Dutch, French,
Portuguese, Spaniards, the States of Medina, Tuscany,
Venice, Rome, Geneva, Courl<Lnd, Grecian, Turkish, or
Piratical States, &c., &c., that they would demand instant
satisfaction and restitution for us, as is usual with their own
ships, and all this- without bringing us }n for any share of
the expenses. Business of this kind took up a great deal
of the attention of the Commonwealth of England, their
vessels being frequently detained and insulted; but, by the
spirited conduct of the Protector, justice was always ob-
tained. It is therefore your part to show that, on a reunion,
the King of Great Britain would take as ample care of the
Americans, in such cases, as Cromwell did of lJritish pro-
perty. Or if a reunion should not take place, you are to
point out sufficient reasons to justify you in the supposition
that America has not or may not hav"e a naval power com-
petent to the task of doing herself justice. You must also
show, in case of a reunion, that England would not call on
us for a share of the expenses attending a compact with
Russia or other European Princes, in order to keep up the
balance of the Protestant power against the Roman Catho-
lick States, thereby preventing Popery from overrunning the
world. And you must, lastly, show that, by a reconciliation
on constitutional principles, we shall return to the free,
money-getting trade we formerly enjoyed; and that we shall
have it enlarged to us upon a grand national scale, without
any regard to the private emolument of this or that party,
but upon principles of the general interest of the whole
Empire, without our paying any taxes for the support of
Government, more than what we have been used to-the
debt arising from the present dispute only excepted. That
the administration of justice, and security of property, will
be as upright and safe as heretofore; and that the present
happiness and future liberty of America would be as well
maintained in a reunion as by a separation.

These are heads which I would wish to see separately
and largely discussed. And I entreat you, gentlemen, to
pursue the subject with calmness and temper. Stick to the
matter and neglect the man. It imports not who is the
writer, but all are eventually concerned in the cause. I shall
read your controversy with great attention, and so will thou-
sands beside me; and if, upon an impartial hearing, it shall
appear to be for the real interest of America to cut the Gor-
dian-knot, and establish Independence, I declare, with the
utmost sincerity and solemnity, that I will give it my hearty
concurrence.

Should curiosity, agreeable to the fashion of the times,
tempt some readers to desire a knowledge of the writer of
this essay, they may be informed that his fortune, his con-
nexions, and everything he holds dear, give him a deep in-
terest in. the happiness of America; that his ~abilities to serve
hig country rise no higher than to occupy the station of an
honest man and quiet citizen; and, most happily for him,
he has never been prompted by ambition to quit his post,
being simply and truly A COMMONMAN.
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AZOR BETTS TO NEW-YORK cmfMlTTEE OF SAFETY.

Esopus Jail, March 21, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I flatter myself my present mela.ncholy
situation will be a sufficient pardon for this intrusion; but
where can the wretched flee for shelter, but to those where
the power of extricating them is lodged? By the last post,
gentlemen, I troubled you with a petition, the purport of
which I am willing most solemnly to swear to; and as the
inevitable ruin of myself and family must be the certain
issue of my confinement, therefore trust to your clemency
for my enlargement, which, if I am so happy as to obtain,
shall ever, with gratitude, be remembered by, gentlemen,
your very obedient, humble servant,

A BZOR ETTS.

COLONEL NICOLL TO JOHN McKESSON.

Fort Constitution, March 31, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed you have a copy of a letter sent to Con-
gress by Captain Raymond, but am doubtful it never was
delivered, as I have not had any account of the receipt of
it. The Garrison is still destitute of the greatest part of the
articles therein mentioned. I desire you would let the Com-
mittee of Safety see the enclosed copy, if the original was
not delivered, and let me know, as soon as possible, how I
am to be provided with necessaries, both for this and the
Garrison at Pooplopen's Kill.

I sent an account by Captain Jt/offat, a few days ago, of
sundries the Island is charged with for the use of the Garri-
son; and as the money is wanting, should be glad to know
how I am to come at it. Be good enough to introduce the
matter in Committee of Safety, and let me know their con-
clusion. Your compliance will oblige, sir, your humble
servant,

ISAAC NICOLL.
To John McKesson, Esquire.

N. B. Mr. Phelps has been here since the enclosed let-
ter was written, but has made no provision at all only some
fresh meat and potatoes.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Providence, March 31, 1776-5 o'clock, P. M.

SIR: I am to inform your Excellency that I have this
moment an express from Newport, informing me that a
ship-of-war hath arrived in the harbour of Jllcuport, and
that twenty-seven ships, undoubtedly having the Ministerial
Troops on board, are within Second-Point. Upon this most
alarming occasion, when we have not more than four hun-
dred soldiers upon Rhode-Island, and not above seven or
eight hundred more in the whole Colony, besides the Militia,
not more than half armed, I must use the most pressing in-
stances with your Excellency to fc)fward sufficient succors
to the Colony with all possible despatch. I am about issu-
ing the necessary orders for calling the whole Militia t~
gether, and taking other proper measures.

I am, your Excellency's most obedient servant,
NICHOLAS COOKE.

To General Washington.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOHN A. WASHINGTON,

Cambridge, March 31, 1776.

DEAR BROTHER: Your letter of the Q4th ultimo was
duly forwarded to this camp by Colonel Lee, and gave me
the pleasure of hearing that yon, my sister, and family, were
well. After your post is established to Fredericksbw"fSh, the
intercourse, by letter, may become regular and certain; and
whenever time (little of which, God knows, I have for
friendly correspondences) will permit, I shaJI be happy in
writing to you. I cannot call to mind the date of my last
to you, but this I recollect, that I have written more letters
to, than I have received from you.

The want of arms, powder, &:,c.,is not peculiar to Vir-
ginia. This country (of which, doubtless, you have heard
such large and flattering accounts) is more deficient of each
than you can conceive. I have been here months together
with (what will scarce be. believed) not thirty rounds of
musket cartridges a man-have been obliged to submit to
all the insults of the enemy's cannon for want of powder,
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keeping what little we had for prstol distance. A\1other
1hing has been done, which, added to the above; will put it
in the power of this Anny to say what, perhaps, none other,
with justice, ever could: 'We have maintained our ground
against the enemy under the above want of powder, and we
have disbanded one Army and recruited another within mus-
ket-shot of two-and-twenty regiments, the flower of the Bri-
tish Anny, when our strength had been little, if any, supe-
rior to theirs; and at last have beat them, in a shameful and
precipitate manner, out of a place the strongest by nature
on this Continent-strengthened and fortified in the best
manner, and at an enonnous expense.

As some account of the late manceuvre of both armies
may not be ~macceptable, I shall, hurried as I always am,
devote a little time to it.

Having received a small supply of pO\vder, then, very in-
adequate to our wants, I resolved to take possession of Dor-
chester-Point, lying east of Boston, looking directly into it,
and commanding, absolutely, the enemy's lines on the Neck
(Boston.) To effect this, which I knew would force the
enemy to an engagement, or subject them to be enfiladed
by our cannon, it was necessary, in the first instance, to pos-
sess two Heights, (those mentioned in General Burgoyne's
letter to Lord Stanley, in his account of the battle of Bun-
ker's Hill,) which had th~ entire command of it. The
ground at this time being frozen upwards of two feet deep,
and as impenetrable as a rock, nothing could be attempted
with earth. We were obliged, therefore, to provide an ama-
zing quantity of chandeliers and fascines for the work; and
on the night of the 4th, after a previous severe cannonade
and bombardment for three nights together, to divert the ene-
my's attention from our real design, removed every material
to the spot, under cover of darkness, and took full posses-
sion of those Heights, without the loss of a single man.

Upon their discovering of the works next morning, great
preparations were made for attacking them; but, not being
ready before the afternoon, and the weather getting very
tempestuous, much blood w~s saved, and a very important
hlow (to one side or the other) prevented. That this
remarkable interposition of Providence is for some wise pur-
pose, I have no doubt; but as the principal design of the
manCBuvre was to draw the enemy to an engagement under
disadvantages-as a premeditated plan was laid for this
purpose, and seemed to be proceeding to my utmost wish;
and as no men seemed better dispoS"ed to make the appeal
than ours did upon that occasion, I can scarce forbear lament-
ing the disappointment, unless the dispute is drawing to an
accommodation, and the sword going to be sheathed.

But to return; the enemy, thinking (as we have since
learned) that we had got too securely posted before the
second morning to be much hurt by them, and apprehend-
ing great annoyance fi'om our new works, resolved upon a
i'etreat, and accordingly embarked in as much hurry, precipi-
tation, and confusion, as ever troops did, the 17th, not taking
time to fit their transports, but leaving King's property in
Boston to the amount (as is supposed) of thirty or forty
tllOusand pounds, in provisions, stores, &c. Many pieces of
cannon, some mortars, and a number of shot, shells, &oc.,
are also left; and baggage-wagons, artillery-carts, &c., which
they have been eighteen months preparing to take the field
with, were found destroyed, thrown into the docks, and
drifted upon every shore. In short, Dunbar's destruction
of stores after General Braddock's defeat, which made so
much noise, affords but a faint idea of what was to be met
with here.

The enemy lay from the 17th to the 27th in Nantasket
and King's Roads, about nine miles from Boston, to take in
water from the Islands thereabout, surrounded by their ship-
ping, and to fit themselves for sea. Whither they are now
bound, and where their tents will be next pitched, I know
not; but as New- York and the Hudson River are the most
important objects they can have in view, as the latter secures
the communication with Canada, at the same time it sepa-
rates the Northern and Southern Colonies, and the former
is thought to abound in disaffected persons, who only wait
a favourable opportunity and support, to declare themselves
openly, it became equally important for us to prevent their
gaining possession of these advantages; and, therefore, so
soon as they embarked, I detached a brigade of six regi-
ments to that Government; so 'soon as they sailed, another

brigade composed of the same number; and to-morrow an-
other of five will march. Ina day or two more I shall fol-
low myself, and be in New- York ready to receive all but
the first.

The enemy left all their works standing in Boston and
aD Bunker'sJlill-and formidabl~ they are. The town has
shared :\ much better fate than WaS expected, the damage
done to the houses being nothing equal to report; but tlw
inhabitants have suffered a good deal by being plundered
by the soldiery at their departure. All those who took upon
themselves the style and title of Government-men in Boston,
in short, all those who have acted an unfriendly part in this
great contest; ha ve shipped themselves off in the same hurry;
but under still greater disadvantages than the King's Troops
have done, being obliged to man their own vessels, (for
seamen could not be had for the transports for the King's
use,) and submit to every hardship that can be conceived.
One or two have done what a great many ought to have
done long ago-committed suicide.

By all accounts, there never existed a more miserable set
of beings than these wretched creatures now are. Taught
to believe that the power of Great BTitain was s~erior to
all opposition, and that foreign aid, if not, was at hamf,
they were even higher, and more iusuJting in their opposi-
tion, than the Regulars. 'When the order issued, there-
fore, for embarking the troops in BostQn, no elect rick
shock-no sudden clap of thunder-in a word, the last trum-
pet, could not have struck them with greater consternation.
They were at their wits' end; and, conscious 'of their black
ingratitude, chose to commit themsel Yes, in the manner I
have above described, to the mercy of the waves at a tem-
pestuous season, rather than meet their offended countrymen.
But with this declaration the choice was made, that if they
thought the most abject submission would procu,re them
peace, they never would have stirred.

I believe I may, with great truth, affirm, that no man,
perhaps, since the first institution of armies, ever command-
ed one under more difficult circu~stances th<\n I have done;
to enumerate the particulars would fill a volume. Many of
my difficuJties and distresses were of so peculiar a cast, that,
ih order to conceal them from the enemy, I was obliged to
conceal them frommy friends-indeed, from my own Army;
thereby subjecting my conduct to interpretations unfavour-
able to my character, especially by those at a distance, who
could not, in the smallest degree, be acquainted with ,the
springs that governed it. I am happy, however, to find, and
to hear from different quarters, that my reputation stands
fair; that my conduct hitherto has given universal satisfac-
tion. The addresses which I have received, and whieh, I
suppose, will he published, from the General Court of this
Colony, (the same as our General Assembly,) and fi'om the
Selectmen of Boston, upon the evacuation of the town, and
my approaching departure from the Colony, exhibit a pleas-
ing testimony of their approbation of my conduct, and of
their personal regard, which I have found in valious other
instances, and which, in retirement, will afford me many
comfortable reflections.

The share you have taken in the publick disputes is com-
mendable and praiseworthy; it is a duty we owe our coun-
try-a claim posterity has upon us. It is not sufficient for
a man to be a passive friend and well-wisher to the cause.
This, and every other Cause of such a nature, must ineyi-
tably perish under such an opposition. Every person should
be active in some department or other, without paying too
much attention to private interest. It is a great stake we
are playing for, and sure we are of winning, if the cards are
well managed. Inactivity in some, disaffection in others,
and timidity in many, may hurt the cause-nothing else
can; for unanimity will carry us through triumphantly, in
spite of every exertion of Great Britain, if linked together
in one indissoluble band. This they now know, and are
practising every stratagem which human invention can de-
vise to divide \:IS,and unite their own people. Upon this
principle it is, the Restraining Bill is passed, and Commis-
sioners are coming over. The device, to be sure, is shal-
low-the covering thin. But they will hold out to their
own people that the acts complained of are repealed; and
Commissioners sent to each Colony to treat with us, neither
of which will be attended to, &c. This, upon weak minds
among us, will have its effect; they wish for reconciliation,
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or, in other words, they wish for peace, without attending to
the conditions.

General l~ee, I expect, is with you before this. He_ is
the first officer in military knowledge and experience we
have in the whole ArnlY, He is zealously attached to the
cause, honest and well meaning, but rather fickle and vio-
lent, I fear, in his temper. However, as he possesses an
uncommon share of good sense and spirit, I congratulate my
countrymen upon his appointmf;Jntto that department. The
appointment of Lewis, I think, was also judicious; for, not-
withstanding the odium thrown upon his conduct at Kan-
hawa, I always looked upon him as a man of spirit, and a
good officer; his experience is equal to anyone we have.
Colonel }}[ercerwould have supplied the place well; but I

question (as a Scotchman) whether it would have gone
glibly down. Bullitt is no favourite of mine; and, there-
fore, I shall say nothing more of him, than that his own
opinion ofhimse1f always kept pace with what others pleased
to think of him-if anything, rather ran ahead of it.

As I am now nearly at the end of my eighth page, I think
it time to conclude; especially as I set out with prefa-
cing the little time I had for friendly correspondences. I
shaH only add, therefore, my affectionateregards to my
sister and the children, and compliments to any inquiring
friends; and that I am, with every sentiment of true affec-'
tion, your loving brother and fa.ithfulfriend,

GEORGE WASHINGTON'.
To John A. Washington.

stead of Mr. Pegues, when it appeared that William Henry
it'Iills had a !llajority of votes, of which I acquainted him
by letter.

"I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
"

HENRY 'V ILLIAM HARRINGTON."

Resolved, That a Member of Congress cannot resign his
seat during the continuance of the Congress in which hcr
took his seat as a Member; and, therefore, as Claudius
Pegms, Esq., could not decline his seat in the present Con-
gress, the election of William Henry Mills, Esq., asa
Member of Congress, in the room of Claudius PegURs,Esq.,
was null and void.

Ordet'ed, That, for the more expeditious publication of
the proceedings of Congress, Colonel Laurens, Mr. Bee,
and Mr. Thomas ~fIeyU'ard,Jun., be a Committee to ex-
tract from the Journals, and send to the press from day to
day, such parts thereof as are proper to be made publick,
and to cause a sufficient number of copies to be printed for
the use of the Members.

Colonel Laurens, President of the Council of Safety, re-
ported that a packet of very interesting intelligence had this
morning been rec~ived by that Board, by express from Phi-
ladelphia, which they were rea<ly to lay before the Con-
gress, if it should be their pleasure.

Ordered, That the COntentsof the said packet be imme-
diately laid before the Congress, and read.

The following were accordingly read, viz :
Letter from the Delegates of this Colony in the Conti-

nental Congress, dated Philad/~'fhia, January 2, 1776,
enclosing the following copies of mtercepted Letters, certi-
fied by Charles Thomson, Secretary to the said Can "'ress:

From Lord William Campbell, Govel110\~rof this Colony,
to General Gage, in Boston, dated Rebellion-Road, Sep-
tember 20, 1775:

From John ~Moultrie, Esq., Lieutenant-Governour of
East-Florida, to Col(mel James Grant, in Boston, dated
St. Augustine, October 4, 1775:

From Frederick George ltlnlcaster, Esq., Engineer at
St. Augustine, to Colonel Grant, containing a draft pf this
Harbour, and plan of this Town, with references and re-
marks, dated St. Angustine, October 3, 1775:

Two from John Stuart, Esq., the King's Superintendent
of Indig,n Affairs in CtheSouthern District of North-America,
both addressed to General Gage, and dated St. Augustine,
October 3, 1775-one of them enclosing copy of a talk from

In Congress,Saturday,February3, 1Ti6. the Cherok;eeIndia.ns tQ .-;1lexanderCameron, Esq., one of
The Congress met. Mr. Stuart s Deputies, delivered at Chote, August 8,1775.:
And yesterday's Journal was read. From M~jor Jonathan Furlong to General Gage, dated
Mr. Harrincrton having delivered in a special Return of St. Augustme, October 5, 1775:

this date addr~ssed to th~ President of the ConO'ress which Extract from Patrick Tonyn, Esq., Governour of East-

was read, and is as follow&:
. b' Florida, to General Gage, dated St. Augustine, September

. "Charlestown,February2, 1776. 14, 1775: .
"SUt: Claudius Pef5"1£s,Esq., one of the six Deputies E,){tract from FI'edenc7c Ge~rge Jtlulcaster, Esq., to Co-

duly elected to represent the Parish of St. David in Con- lonel Grant, dated St. Augustzne, September 29, 1775.

gress, signified by letter, addressed to the Committee of the" The originals having been taken by Captain it'lanly,of
said parish, that he decliued serving the said parish in Con- the Continental Al1ned Schooner Lee, within a few hours'
gress. He delivered the letter to me, to lay before the sail of Boston, in a sloop that was, at the same time, con-
Committee, who were not to meet t!Jl the 19th of' last vey~ngA'!osesKirkland to Gen.ernlT~a9c.' after having first
month; and as the Congress were to Sit on the 1st instant, camed 111mto Lord Dunmore, III J lrgmw.
I, as Churchwarde~, and not re.collectingt~e resolve of the Resolved, That it is expedient and necessary that the
last Congress relative to .electiOns" advertised the 23d of Lady and Daughter of John Stuart, Esq., be restrained from
January as a day of electIon fora Deputy to Congress, in- absenting themselves fi'om his house in Charlestown.

FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v. 36

SOUTH.CAROLINA PROVINCIAL CONGRESS.

At the Second Session of the Second Provincial Congress
of South- Carolina, begun and holden at Charlestown, on
Thursday, the 1st of February, 1776:

The Honourable Captain William Henry Drayton, as
President, having taken the Chair, and the bad weather
haviDg prevented the attendance of a sufficient number of
Members to proceed upon business:

. -

Mr. President adjourned the Congress to ten o'clock, to-
morrow mornmg.

In Congress, Friday, February 2, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.
The Resohltion of a Committee for. a District between

Broad and Enoree Rivers, apPointing John Thomas, Jun.,
Esq., to be an additional Representative for that District,
being presented, as a Return, and read:

Resolved, That, upon examining the said Resolution, it
appears that the said John Thomas, Jun., has not been 30
elected as to entitle him to a seat in the present Congress.

Ordered, That the Committee for the lower District in
the fork between Broad and Sallldy Rivers, not having yet
returned any Members to represent the same in the present
Congress, do cause three Members to be elected, in the
usual form and manner, and after due notice given, as en-
joined by a Resolution of this Congress of the 29th of No-
vember last. .

The Honourable Henry Middleton and JQhn Rutledge,
Esquires, two of the Delegates of this_Colony to the Con-
tinental Congress, being lately returned from Philadelphia,
and being in their places as Members of this Congress, pre-
sented a manuscript copy of the Journals of the present
Session of the Continental Congress.

Resolved,' That the Journals of the present Session of tbe
Continental Congress, presented by the Honourable Mr.
~Middletonand Mr. Rutledge, be read in this Congress.

And the Journals of the Continental Congress were read
accordingly, from the 10th day of May, 1775, to the 29th
day of June following, inclusive:

Resolved, That this Congress do sit, to do business, from
nine o'clock in the morning to three in the afternoon, every
day.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.
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Ordered, That proper Guards be immediately placed,
and continued, about the house of the said John Stum't, to
prevent such absenting; and that Colond ]}IQultriedo place
Guards accordingly.

Ordered, That Captain William Cattell and Captain
Benjamin Huger, two Members of this Congress, do wait
on Mr.s. Stuart previous to the placing Guards as aforesaid,
and acquaint her of the Order. .

Resolved, That no property whatever of the Honourable
John ,~'tuart, the King's Superintendent of Indian Affairs
for the Southern District of North-America, or of his bro-
ther, Henry Stuart, lying or being in any Parish or District
within this Colony, be removed from thence upon any
pretence.

Ordered, That the Committees in such Parishes or Dis-
tricts, respectively, where such property may be, do take the
most eftectual measures to prevent any removal thereof.

Ordered, That Colonel Powell and Colonel Richardson
be desircd to make inquiry what men from their respective
Regiments of Militia, and from such other country Militia
as are.now in town, are willing to engage to remain here on
pay for a given time. .

Ordered, That the Secretary do now proceed in reading
the Journals of the Continental Congress.

And the said Journal~ were read accordingly to the 19th
of July, 1775, inclusive.

AdjolIrned to Monday, nine o'clock.

In Congress, Monday, February 5, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of Saturday was read.

Captain Benjamin Huger reported that he, with Captain
Cattell, had, on Saturday, agreeable to order, waited on
Mrs. Stuart and her daughter, (~frs. Fenwicke,) and ac-
quainted them with the order of Congress respecting their
persons; that Mr. Fenwicke requested it might be repre-
sented to the Congress that, as his wife was in an ill state
of health, and required air and exercise, he might have per-
mission to remove her into the country; and that he would
be answerable for her appearance at any time, agreeable to
the order of Congress or Council of Sa fcty; and that Mrs.
Stuart also requested of the Congress permission to accom-
pany her daughter to John's Island.

Resolved, That Mr. Fenwicke have leave to take his wife
into the country; hc being answerablt:j that she shall not de-
part the Colony, and for her appearance at any time, agree-
able to the order of Congress or Council of Safety.

Ordered, That no person whatever be suffered to visit
Mrs. Stuart without leave from ColQnel Moultrie, or the

_

commanding officer for the time being, signified by an intro-
duction by an officer appointed by him for that purpose;
and that, if Mrs. Stuart shall, at any time, have occasion
to go abroad, with the permission of Colonel lUouZtrie, or
the commanding officer for the time being, sh(~ shall do so,
attended by an officer to be appointed for that purpose.

Ordered, That the Secretary do proceed in reading the
Journals of the Contil1en~al Congress.

And the said Journals were read accordingly, to the 18th
day of October last, inclusive.

Colonel Powell and Colonel Richardson reported that,
having made sOfQe inquiry, they were of opinion that one
hundred and fifty men from each of their Regiments may
be induced to remain in Charlestown for the term of one
month ensuing, provided proper care be taken of their
horses.

Ordered, That a Return be made, as soon as may be,
of all the country Militia now in Charlestown.

The following Letter was written to the Committees of
the Parishes of St. Bartholomew and St. Hekna, and: of
Charlestown, respectively:

Charlestown, February 5, 1776.

[By authorityof Congress.]
To the Com:ff!ittee for the Parish of . . . . . . :

GENTLEMEN: I haye the honour to transmit to you a
:f(js(}ltJtionof Congress, respecting the estates and property
of,hhu Stuart and lJenry Stuart; which, without doubt,
you will.Gause to be d,uly observed. And that you may be
Jlt no loss iu what manner \0 proceed, I do also signify to

you that it is the sense of the Congress that, if you shall be
of opinion you cannot prevent tht:j removal of any part of
the property to be restrained but by taking such part into
yo~r custody, you ought, on the part of the publick, to take
such part into your custody, and to acquaint the Congress or
Council of Saft:jty thereof.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most humble
servant T P

.,
tV ILL lAM HENRY DRAYTON, restdmt.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Tuesday, Fehruary 6, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety do forthwith cause
the Marsh and Hog-Island Creek Channels, in Charlestown
Harbour, to be so effectually stopped as to prevent the pas-
sage of Ships-of-War through either; and that they do also
cause such land-marks as they sha11 think proper to be so
removed or disguised as to render the passage over the bar
as difficult as possible.

Resolved, That three thousand Bills, each of the deno-
mination of fifty Pounds, be stamped and signed, in lieu of
thirty thousand Bills,. each of the denomination of five
Pounds, heretofore resolved to have been stamped and
sii,rned.

Ordered, T~at the Comm.issioners formerly appointed do
cause the said three thousand Bills, each of the denomina-
tion of fifty Pounds, to be stamped, signed, and lodged in
the Colony Treasury, with all possible despatch.

The Letter from Major Tt'illiamson, of the QDth past, read
in Congress on the 3d instant, the consideration wherecf
had been postponed, was now again read.

And the following Resolution and Orders were passed in
consequence thereof:

Resolved, That Patrick Cunningham, Huglt Brown, and
Thomas Edghill, now in custody of Major Williamson, be
forthwith sent to Charlestown, to be committed to the com-
mon jail; that John York, Major Joseph Robinson, Captain
llendricks, llenry O'Neal, and Euan M'Laurzn, be also
sent to Charlestown as soon as they can be taken and se-
cured; and that Andrew Ounningham, John Evans, and
William Evans, also in the custody of Major H''illiams~n,
may be discharged.

Ordered, That Colonel Thomas do take proper mea-
sQres for apprehending and securing John York above-men-
tioned. -y

Ordered, That a Letter be written to Major Tflilliamson,
transmitting to him the Resolu.tiolJs of Congress respecting
the Prisoners at Fort-Charlotte; and ordering that he do
suspend the disarming the Insurgents until the Congress shall
make further orclt:jrthereon.

Ordered, That Mr: Arthur Middleton, Major Pinckney,
Colonel Richardson, Major Mayson, Mr. Salvador, Mr.
Rapley, Colonel Gervais, Colonel Thomas, and Mr. Woods,
be, and they are hereby appointed, a Comrpitt'~e to inquire
into the state of the interior parts of the Colony lately in
commotion; to consider what measures are proper to be pur-
sued to preserve the peace, and secure the safety, and to
prevent future commotions therein; and also to consider of
the cases of the State Prisoners, and to report what measures
might be pursued with respect to them.

Resolved, That Colonel Powell and Colonel Richardson
do retain such of the men of their 'respective Regiments now
in town, and who may hereafter arrive, as arc or shall be
willing to remain on duty here for one month, respectively;
that they do discharge the remainder of their Detachments;
and that the horses of such as shall so stay be sent home,
and brought back, at the charge of the publick.

Resolved, That' a sum not exceeding twenty thousand

. Pounds, currency, be forthwith placed in the hands of Colo-
nel Richard Richardson, to be by him applied to discharge
the pay due to such of the men under his command whq
were :with him on the late expedition, as stand most imme-
diately in need thereof.

.

And a Warrant was issued accordingly.
. Ordered, That an the absent Mt:jmbersbe summoned to
attend their duty in Congress. _

.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to:morroW.
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In Congress, Wednesday, February 7, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
Captain Robert Patton, ,vho had in August last been

elected a Member of Congress for the District eastward of
''VatereeRiver, and in whose absence Mr. George Douglas
was chosen to serve during the last Session as a provisional
Representative, as stated in the proceedings of the 3d of
.November last, now attending, to take his seat,

Ordered, That Captain Robert Patton do take his seat,
in the room of Mr. Douglas.

Resolved, That the expenses of the Horses belonging to
the Foot Militia, now in Charlestown, since their arrival, be
defrayed by the publick.

Resolved, That, in lieu of making provision, in future, for
the Horses of Detachments ordered to march on the publick
service, provision shall be made for Wagons and Carts for
the conveyance of the necessary Baggage of such Detach-
ments while in actual service.

A motion was made that no Member of this Congress
shall, in future, be allowed to speak more than twice upon
one question.

After some debate, the question being put, the Congress
divided,

The yeas went forth. Yeas, 53; Nays, 49.

T 11 5For the yeas, Colonel Pinckney.
eel'S, { For the nays, Captain Wllliam Cattell.
So that it was resolved in the affirmative.
Resolved, That every Member of Congress who shall

hereafter fail to give his attendance at the hour of adjourn-
ment, shall. be subject to a fine of twenty Shillings currency.

Resolved, That Mr. Peter Bounetheau be, and he is
hereby, appointed Cashier to this Congress.

Ordered, That the Secretary do proceed in reading the
Journals of the Continental Congress.

And the same were read accordingly, to the end of the
manuscript.

Resolved, That the absenceof the Membersof Congress
who are Officers of the Militia in Granville County, and
actually upon duty, be excused.

Mr. President reported the following Letter, which he
had written by order:

Charlestown, February 6, 1776.

[By authority of Congress.]

To ftfajor ANDREW 'V ILLIAMSON:

SIR: I transmit to you the determinations of Congress
this day relative to the Prisoners at Fort- Charlotte, which
I make no doubt you will, without delay, endeavour to ex-
ecute.

The Congress mean to take the most effectual measures
to settle the state of the interior country, and to prevent, if
it be possible, any future commotions there. For this pur-
pose, a Committee is appointed to form a plan of proper
measures; and, in the mean time, you are ordered to sus-
pend the disarming the Insurgents until further order shall
be made therein.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most humble servant,
WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON,President.

Re.wlved, That the Members of the present Council of
Safety be a Committee to take into consideration the num-
ber of Forces necessary to be raised, and kept in pay, for the
service of this Colony; and the Resolution of the Continen-
tal Congress of the 4th day of November last relative thereto.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Thursday, February 8, 1776.

The Congress met. -

And the Journal of yesterday was read.
Resolv€d, That Mr. President do signifytbe approbation

of this Congress, and present their thanks to the Honour-
able Henry Middleton and John Rutledge, Esquires, now
present in Congress, and to the qther Delegates of this Co-
lony at Philadelphia, for their important services in the
American Cpngress.

Mr. President accordingly addressed himself to the Hon-
ourable Mr. Middleton and Mr. Rutledge, in nearly the
words following:

" GENTLEMEN: 'When the hand of tyranny, armed in
hostile manner, W[lSextended from Great Britain to spoil
America of whatever she heJd most valuable, it was, for
the most important purposes, that the good people of this
Colony delegated you to represent thcm in the Continental
Congress at Philadelphia. It became your business to as-
certain the rights of America-to point out her violated
franchises, to make humble representation to the King for
redress; and, he being deaf to the cries of his American
subjects-to appeal to the King of Kings, for the recovery
of the rights of an infant people, by the majesty of Heaven
formed for future empire.

" In this most important business, you engaged, as became
good citizens; and, step by step, you deliberately advanced
through it, with a regret and sorrow, and with a resolution
and conduct, that bear all the characters of ancient magna-
nimity. Your constituents, with a steady eye, beheld your
progress. They saw the American claim of rights, the
Association un' the recovery of Ameriam franchises, and the
humble Petition to the King for redress of grievances..
They saw the American appeal to the King of Kings, and
a second humble Petition to the British Monarch-alas! as
unavailing as the first. They have also seen the establish-
ment of an American naval force-a Treasury-a General
Post-Office-and the laying on a Continental embargo. In
short, they have seen permission granted to Colonies to
erect forms of Government, independent of, and in opposi.;.
tion to, the regal authority. ,

"
Your country sawall these proceedings, the work of n.

body of which you were, and are members; proceedings
arising from dire necessity, and not from choice; proceed-
ings that are the natural cons.equences of the present inaus-
picious reign; proceedings just in themselves; and which,
notwithstanding the late declarations of the corrupt Houses
of Parliament, the Proclamation at the Court of St. James's,
on the 23d of August, and the subsequent Royal Speech
in Parliament, are exactly as far distant from treason and
rebellion as stands the glorious Revolution which deprived a
tyrant of his Kingdoms, and elevated the House of Bruns-
wick to royalty.

"
Worthy Delegates! It is the judgment of your country

that your conduct, of which I have just marked the grand
lines, in the American Congress, is justifiable before God
and man; and that, whatever may be the issue of this un-
looked-for defensive civil war, in which, unfortunately, though
gloriously, we are engaged-whether independence or sla-
very-all the blood,' and all the guilt, must be imputed to
British, not to American counsels. Hence your constituents,
sensible of the propriety of your conduct,. and of the benefits
which, with the blesf~ing of the Almighty, it is calculated to
shed upon America, have constituted me their instrument,
as well to signify to you their approbation, as to present to
you their thanks; and it is in the discharge of these duties
that I now have the honour to address you.

"In an important crisis like the present, to receive the
publick -thanks of a free People, is to receive the most 110-
nourable recompense for past services; and to deserve such
thanks, is to be truly great. I know that it is with pain
such men hear their commendations. Gentlemen, with
the publick recompense, I mean to pay in to you my mit,e
also; and lest I wound your delicacy, when I mean only
to do justice to your merit, I forbear to particularize what
is already well known. I therefore corifine myself; and
I do most respectfully, in the name of the Congress, pre-
sent to you, and to each of you, the thanks of your Coun-
try, for your hnportant services in the American COllo-ress,
at Philadelphia."

;:>

Colonel John Lisle, elected one of the Representatives'
for the District between Broad and Saludy Rivers, not
having taken his seat during the late Session, now attended;
and declined serving.

A return was made of the following gentlemen, as duly
elected Members of the present Congress, in the upper part
of the District between Broad and Saludy Rivers, viz:
Captain John Caldwell, James Williams, John Williams;
Jonathan Downs, John Rogers, John Lindsey, and John
Caldwell, of Enoree, Esqrs. And Messrs. John Williams
and James Williams attending to take their seats"

Ordered, Tbat they do take their seats in Cono-ress ac";
cordingly.

;:>
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Resolved, That the Reverend Mr. Tennent, Mr. Prince,
Colonel Thomas, Colonel Wofford, Mr. John Williams, Mr.
James Williams, and Mr. Jonas Beard," be, and they are
hereby appointed a Committee, to consider and report a
proper division of the extensive District between Broad
and Saludy Rivers, into three, and the aumber of Members
each division oughuo have in Congress, to consitute a full
representation.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to inquire into
tfle state of the interior parts of the Colony, be authorized
and empowered to send for Persons, Papers, and Hecqrds;
and that such Members of Congress who choose so to do,
may attend and give their opinions.

Mr. Edwards, from the Committee to whom the Petition
of the Congregation of Particular Baptists, in Charlestown,
had been referred, delivered in a Report.

And the said Report being taken into immediate consi-
deration,

Ordered, That James Brisbane be sent for to Charles-
tcwn, to do justice to the Petitioners.

Resplved, That the present Members of the Council of
Safety, together with Mr. President of the Congress, Colo-
nd Powell, and Major Pinckney, be, and they are hereby,
appointed a Committee, to take into consideration the fol-
lowing Resolution of the Continental Congress, oftne 4th
of November last, viz :

"Resolved, That if the Convention of South-Carolina
:;hallfind it necessary to establish a form of Government in
that Colony, it be recommended to said Convention to call
a full and free representation of the People; and that the
said Representatives, if they think it necessary, establish
such form of Government as, in their judgment, will best
produce the happiness of the People, and most effectually
secure peaCe and good order in the Colony, during the con-
tinuance of the present dispute between Great Britain and
the Colonies."

Resolved, That this Congress will make provision for de-
fraying the necessary expenses of Wagon-hire, incun-ed on
the late expedition under Colonel Richardson.

Adjourned to eleven o'clock to-mon-ow.

In Congress, Friday, February 9, 177G.
The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.

Colonel Christopher Gadsden, one of the Delegates from
this Colony to the Continental Congress, having an-ived
last night, and being present in his place, as a Member of
this Congress, for. Charlestown,

Resolved, That the approbation of this Congress be sig-
nified to Colonel Gadsd~n, for 'his conduct, and their thanks
returned to him, for the important services he has rendered
to his country in the American Congress.

Mr. President signified the approbation, and returned the
thanks Qf this Congress, to Colonel Gadsden, accordingly.

ResolJJed, That Colonel Gadsden be added to the Com-
mittee appointed on the 7th instant, to take into considera-
tion the number of Forces necessary to be raised and kept
in pay for the service of this Colony; and the Resolution of
the Continental Congress rdative thereto, of the 4th of No-
'V(!mberlast; and, also, to the Committee appointed yester-
day, to consider the Resolve and Recommendation of the
said Congress, respecting a form of Government.

The Hev. Mr. Tennent, &om the Committee to consider
of a proper Division of the District betwe()n Broad and
Saludy Rivers, &c., delivered in their Report.

And the said Report being taken into immediate consi-
deration, the Congress came to the following Resolution
thereupon:

Resolved, That the District heretofore described between
Broad and Saludy Rivers, be now divided into three, as
well for the convenience of electors of Members of Con-
gress, as on account of the happy influence which it may
have upon the peace and union of the inhabitants. That
the Lower District, commonly called the Dutch Fork, shall
have the following boundaries, viz: from the Fork where
Broad and Saludy Rivers meet, up Broad River to where
Tiger River falls into Broad River; thence up said Tiger
River to the Ford crossed by the old Saludy Road; thence
,along the said road to where it crosses Saludy, at the place

usually called Slfludy Old Town; thence down to the con-
fluence of Saludy and Broad Rivers. And that the elec-
tion of Members of Congress for the said District beheld
at the Meeting-House nearest to the house of Adam So-
mers.

That the Little River District be bounded as follows:
by Saludy River, from Saludy Old Town, to where the
said river crosses the Indian Line; by the said Indian Line,
to where it is crossed by Enoree River; thence down Eno-
ree to the road above described, which bounds the Lower
District. The election to be held at Hammond's Old Store.

That the Upper, or Spartan District, be bounded by
Tiger River, from its confluence with Broad River, up to
where the said Tiger RiDer is crossed by the old Saludy
Road; thence by the said road to where it crosses Enoree;
thence by the said Enoree River, to the Indian Line; thence
by the lndian Line to the Colony Line; thence by the Co-
lony Line to where it intersects Broad Ri'ver; thence by
Broad River to its confluence with Tiger. The place of
election to be at the Meeting-House, near the house of Jo-
seph Ke~ey.

And that the said Districts, as now divided, be allowed
and do respectively elect, four Members of Congress, as
their Representatives.

Ordered, That the above Resolution be forthwith printed
in Handbi1ls,and made publick.

.

Colonel Gadsden presented to the Congress an elegant
Standard, such as is to be ased by the Commander~in-Chief
of the American Navy; being a yellow field, with a lively
representation of a Hattlesnake in the middle, in the attitude
of going to strike, and these words underneath, "Don't
tread on me1"

Ordered, That the said Standard be carefully preserved,
and su,~pendedin the Congress room.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-mon-ow.

In Congress, Saturday, February 10, 1776.
The Congress met.
And yesterday's Journal was read.

Colonel Laurens, from the Committee to whom was re-
ferred the Resolution of the Continental Congress, of the
4th of November last, respecting a form of Government,
reported.

Resolved, That the said Report be now taken under con-
sideration, by a Committee of the Whole.

The Congress accordingly resolved itself into a Commit-
tee of the Whole.

After some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed
the Chair,'

And the Rev. Mr. Tennent, from the Committee of the
Whole, reported, That they had gone through the Report
referred to them, and agreed to the same, without any alter-
ation, to wit:

That, in their opinion, the present mode of conducting
publick affairs is inadequate to thEJwell-governing the good
people of this Colony; tbat many regulations are wanting
for securing peace and good order, during the unbappy dis-
putes between Great Britain and the Colonies; and that
the Congress should immediately take under consideration
what regulations are necessary for these good purposes.

Resolved, That the said Report be taken into considera-
tion to-mon-ow.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety be authorized to
order payment of Constables' Fees emIJloyed iXIthe publick
service.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

_ In Congress, Sunday, February ll, 1776.
The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.

The Rev. Mr. Tenn!!nt, having performed Divine ser-
vice, received the thanks of the Congress.

The Congress then proceeded upon the Order of the
Day.

And the Report of the Committee of the Whole being
gone through, the same was unanimously agreed to.

Resolved, That a Committee of eleven Members be
chosen, by ballot, to prepare and report to this Congress
such a plan or. form of Government as will best produce
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the happiness of the People, and most ~ffeetually se?ure
peace and good order in the Colony, durmg ~h~ contmu-
ance of the present dispute between Great Bntam and the
Colonies.

Resolved, That the ballots of the Members, for the said
Committee, be received at five o'clock this afternoon.

Adjourned to five o'clock in the afternoon.

In Congress, Sunday, February 11, 1776, P. M.

The Congress met.
The Congress then proceeded to baJIot for the Members

of the Committee to prepare a plan or form of Govern-
ment.

And the following gentlemen were, by Mr. President,
declared duly elected by a majority of votes, viz:

Major Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, John Rutledge,
Esq., Colonel Charles Pinckney, Colonel H~nry Laurens,
Colonel Christopher Gadsden, Ron. Rawhns Lowndes,
Arthur Middleton, Esq., Ron. Henry Middleton, Thomas
Bee, Esq., Thomas Lynclt, Jun., Esq., Thomas Heyward,
Jun., Esq.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Monday, February 12, 1'176.

The Cono-ress met.
And the Jou.rnal of yesterday was read.

Resolved, That no Guns be fired in or about Charles-
town without pern1ission from the proper officers; and that
publick notice hereof be immediately given.

ResQbJcd, That whpsoever shall presume to violate the
, ~bove Resolution,shall be subject and liable to a Fine of

live Pounds, current money, for every Gun so fired; to be
recovered before any three Members of the Charlestown
Committee, two of whom shall be a quorum.
- Ordered, That the Secretary do cause the above Reso-
lutions to be forthwith printed, and made publick, in Hand-
bills, and by beat of drum.

Ordered That the Rev. Mr. Tennent, Colonel Fuller,
Captain Shubrick, Captain Lynch, and Captain Harring-
ton be a Committee to consider and report the best me-
thod for promoting the manufactory of Saltpetre in this
Colony.

Ordered, That Richard Rapley, Esq., be a Commis-
sioner for stamping and signing the Money issued by Reso-
lution of Congress, of the 14th of June last, in the room of
Theodore Gaillard, Jun., Esq.

Ordered, That Captain Rorrer Smith, Mr. Edwards,
Captain Gillon, ~fr. Kershaw, 1\tlr.Hall, Captain Harring-
ton, Mr. Corbett, Colonel Gervais, and Mr. Dupont, be a
Committee to ipquire and report the quantity of Flour now
in the Colony; how much will be requisite for the subsist-
ence of the Inhabitants and Troops; and to consider and
report proper ways and means for supplring t~e Colony
with Salt, SuO"ar,Rum, and other necessarIes of hfe, at rea-
sonable rates'; and also, the causes of, and remedies for, the
present impositions upon t~lCpub~ick, in the h.ighadvance
in price upon the necessanes of lIfe, and all kmds of com-
modities and labour.

Read a continuation of the Proceedings of the Continen-
tal Congress, presented by Colonel Gadsden, to the time of
bis leaving Philadelphia.

Ordered, That Colonel Gadsden, Captain Shubrick,
and Captain Gillon, be a Committee to examine a Ship
now on the stocks at Captain Cochran's; and to report
whether it is a proper Vesse! to be purchased and armed in
the Colony service.

Resolved, That every Member of Congress be entitled,
during the present Session, for his actual attendance there-
in on the service of the Colony, to the allowance of forty
SI~illings,currency, per diem, upon application to the Trea-
surers, during the sitting thereof, or witliin three d;ays after.

Resolved, That every Member of Congress who shall,
during the present Session, absent himself £i'omthe service
"thereof, without leave first had and obtained, shall be sent
for at his own expense.

Adjourned to eleven o'clock to-morrow.

In Congre~s, Tues<1ay, February 13, 17'16.

The ~ongress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
A Petition of Henry Aitkin, Master of the Ship Port-

Henderson, and Nathaniel Russell, of Charlestown, Mer-
chant, was presented and read.

Ordered, That the said Petition be taken ~ntoconside-
ration to-monow.

Resolved, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant for
immediately committing to Charlestown Jail the body of
William Guest, charged with practices inimical to, and de-
structive of, the peace of this Colony.

And a .Warrant was issued accordingly.
Ordered, That Mr. De Saus$Ure,Colonel Gervais, and

IVTr.Salvador, be a Committee to extract such parts as
they shall judge proper to be made generally known, /i'om
the intercepted Letters lately taken from Moses Kirkland,
and laid before this Congress on the 3d instant, and also
from a Letter formerly written hy John Stuart, Esq., to tJle
Committeeof Intelligence,dated. . . . . . . . . 1775;
and that the Secretary do cause copies of such Extracts,
certified by him, to be forthwith printed and published.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety be authorized to
pay to Captain Thomas Brand{)n all reasunable charges,
for having apprehended and brought to Charlestown per-
sons taken in criminal practices; and also, to order payment
of reasonable charges for other similar services.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

In CongreBs, 'Vednesday, Febmary 14, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
The Congress being infOlmed that Joseph Wood,~, Esq.,

one of the l\fembers for the New-Acquisi601l, had this morn-
ing departed this life,

Ordered, That the Members of Congress do attend the
Funeral of the said Mr. Woods, in form, at five o'clock this
afternoon; and that Colonel Neel, Colonel Ger'uais, Mr.
Brown, and :Mr. Weyman, be a Committee to conduct the
same.

Colonel Tacitus Gaillard, elected o~e of the Representa-
tives of the Parish of St. !J'Iatthew,not having taken his
seat the last Session, now attended, and declined serving.

Ordered, That four hundred and fifty pounds weight'"of
Gunpowder, honowed from Augusta, by Captain Le Roy
IIammond, for the publick service, be repaid. .

A motion was made, That this Congress do order pay-
ment of certain expenses, amounting to two hundred and
thirty-four Pounds, incuned by a detachment of Militia,
under the command of Major Ilicks, lately marched to this
Town, for Camp-utensils and other articles. .

A debate ensued; and the question being put, it was car-
ried in the negative.

Read a Letter from the Committee at Beaufort, dated
February II, 1776, relative to the Shippers of the Cargo
on board the Brigantine William, Captain Mercier, detained
there.

Ordered, That the said Letter, with the Papers that
were enclosed, be referred to -the Council of Safety, and
that they do report thereon.

Mr. De Saussure, £i'om the Committee to whom was re-
fen-ed the Petition of JQhn Elli.~, reported.

And the said Report being taken into consideratiun,
Resolved, That the Money lodged in the Colony Trea-

sury, for the purchase of a cargo of Rice, sold by Phih'p
Tidyman to John Ellis and Thomas Todd, the 30th "Of

November last, and by them since sold to Captain Alexan;.
der Gillon, be retained in the said Treasury until the fur-
ther determination of this Congress.

Ordered, That the determination on the l1rayer of tbe
Petitioner, to be permitted to depart the Colony, be post-
puned.

On motion, the following Resolution was unanimously
agreed to:

Whereas, the Continentql Congress, on the 1st day"of
November last, prohibited exportation from the the United
Colonies until the 1st day of March next: And whereas,
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by reason of the distance of several of those Colonies from
Philadelphia, the Resolution of said Congress relative to
exportation after that day may not be known for some
time; -and it may be injurious to the common cause of
America if exportation should be permitted in any Colony,
before such Resolution shall be known th(:1re:

Resolved, That the said prohibition shall continue, and
be of force in this Colony, until the lst day of ]}[ay next,

unless an authentick account of the determination of the
ContinE;'ntal Congress relative to exportation after the said
1st day of March, shall be sooner received and published
by the Council of Safety.

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolution be forthwith
printed in Handbills, and made publick.

Ordered, That Mr. President do transmit a copy of the
forecroino Resolution to the Conventions of Georgia and
North- Carolina, recommending that those Colonies do pass
one similar thereto; and to our Delegates at Philadelphia,
desirincr them to give tbe Council of Safety tbe earliest in-
t(:111ige;ce of tlw proce(:1dings of th(:1Contin(:1ntal Congress
on this subject.

Ordered, That Mr. President's Letter to Georgia be
forwarded by a Committee of two gentlemen, to be dele-
gated to make all possible representation to induce that
Colony to come into a similar Resolution.

Resolved, That orders b(:1forthwith issued to the Com-
mittees of Parishes and Districts where vacancies have hap-
pened by the death of Members, or persons elected refusing
to serve, to order Elections for filling up such vacancies.

Orders accordingly were issued in the form following, to
the Committees of the Parishes of St. Philip and St. Mi-
chael, Charlestown; St. George, Dorchester; and St. ]}lat-
thew, for the District of Ninety-Six; for the District in the
fork between Broad and Saludy Rivers, and for the District
called the New-Acquisition, respectively, for filling up a va-
cancy in each, in the room of ]}1:ilesBrewton and l'Villiam
Sanders, Esqs., deceased; Tacitus Gaillard, John Lisle,
and Champness Terry, Esqs., who had declined serving;
aI\d Joseph Wood,s, Esq., deceased.

In Congress, February 14, 1776.

Ordered, That the Committee for the Parish of. . . .
do forthwith give due and sufficient publick notice to. the
inhabitants of the said Parish, who have a right to vote, to
assemble at the Parish Church, on a day to be by them ap-
pointed, then and there to proceed, by ballot, to the choice
of a Member to represent them in the present Congress, in
the room of . . . . . . . , and that the said Committee do
make a due return of the said election as soonas may be.

Ordered, That the Committee for the Parish of St.
John, in Berkley County, do forthwith make a return of the
Member of Congress said to have been elected for that Pa-
rish, in the room of James Ravenell, Esq., who had declined
serving, and that they do notify to said Member to give his
attendance.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Thursday, February 15, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.

A Petition of Joseph Buffington was presented, and
read.

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the fol-
lowing Committee, viz: Colonel Powell, Colonel Thomas,
Colonel Richardson, Major Henderson, the Rev. Mr. Ten-
nent, Mr. Kershaw, Dr. Farrar, and Mr. Prince.

Captain Shubrick, from the Committee to examine a Ship
now on the stocks at Captain Cochran's, reported, that,
having examined the said Ship according to order, they
found her every way unfit to be equipped as a Ship-of- W ar
in the Colony service.

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to consider
and report the best means, and an estimate of the expense
of building, with the utmost despatch, two Frigates, for the
service of this Colony, each to mount thirty-two guns on
one' deck; and also to consider and report the expediency
of stationing Armed Vessels to protect the navigation of
Beaufort and Georgetown Harbours.

Ordered, That Captain Shubrick, Captain Gillon, Cola-

nel Powell,Mr. Edwards,
and. Captain Joiner, be a
poses.

Read a Petition of John Sigell, St()ward to Lord Wil-
liam Campbell, of this date.

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the fol-
lowing Committee, viz: Mr. Jacob Motte, Captain Benja-
min lInger, Captain Jlammond, Mr. Elias Horry, and Mr.
John Parker. And that the said Committee do also con-
sider and report what may be proper to be done with the
Effects of Lord PVilliam Campbell, and a trunk of Books
belonging to James Trail; both having withdrawn them-
selves from this Colony on board the Cherokee Ship-of-
War-the,latter, after having been ,enjoined by the Gene-
ral Committee not to go out 'of the hrults of Charlestown.

Resolved, That the Honourable Rawlins Lowndes, Esq.,
Colonel James Parsons, and Captain Thomas Savage, be
delegated to proceed forthwith to S'avannah" to make proper
representations to induce that Colony to co-operate with
this, in paying the strictest obedience to all the Resolves of
the Continental Congress, particularly that relative to Non-
Exportation, and to urge the necessity of extending the Non-
Exportation to the 1st day of ]tray next.

Mr. John Rutledge acquainted the Congress that it was
with the utmost concern he found himself obliged to request
that they would dispense with his attendance in the Conti-
nental Congress in future; that he had many weighty rea-
sons which rendered his request proper; but above all, that,
as the American dispute was now agitated by arms, he was
certain he could be of more service to his country and the
common cause at home than abroad; and that, therefore,
he earnestly desired they would grant his request. He also
acquainted the Congress that his brother, (Edward Rut-
ledge, Esquire,) from very urgent motives, requested to b~) .

recalled.

Resolved, That this Congress will to-morrow proceed to
the choice of Delegates to represent this Colony in the Con-
tinental Congress, by ballot.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

Doctor Farrar, Major .Mayson,
Committee for the above pur-

In Congress, Friday, February 16, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.

The Honourable Henry ]}liddleton arose, declared his
sensibility of, and thankfulness for, the honour that had been
conferred upon him, in his appointment as a Delegate from
this Colony to the Continental Congre.'is; and that no man
had better wishes, or would go greater lengths to serve his
country, than himself; but that, as the infirmities of age
which were creeping on, deprived him of the ability of ren-
dering so much service to the publick as in his earlier days
he might have done; so he requested that the Congress
would not again appoint him as a Delegat~ to the Conti-
nental Congress, in the choice now to be made.

Mr. John Rutledge, from the Committee to take into
consideration the number of Forces necessary to be raised
and kept in pay for the service of this Colony, and the Re-
solution of the Continental Congress on the 1st day of No-
vember last, relative thereto, delivered in a Report.

Ordered, That the said Report be taken into considera-
tion to-morrow.

On motion, that the number of Delegates from this Co-
lony to the Continental Congress, be now ascertained,

Resolved, That five Delegates be chosen to represent
this Colony in the Continental Congress.

Resolved, That the said five Delegates be chosen to serve
for one year.

A motion was made, that the majority of the Delegates
present in Philadelphia shaH be a Quorum; and that when
by sickness or accident, only one Delegate shall be presen~
in Congress, in such case such Delegate shall give his voice
on the part of the Colony.

A debate ensued; and the question beincr put, it was re-
solved in the affirmative.

0

Resolved, That the ballots for Delegates to the Conti-
nental Congress, be received at five o'clock this afternoon.

Resolved, That Sergeants of Militia in future, while in
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actual service, be allowed a pay of twelve Shillings and six
Pence currency per day, and Corporals, in the like case,
eleven Shillings and three Pence.

Adjourned to five o~clockin the afternoon.

In Congress, Friday Evening, February 16, 1776.

The Congress met.
Mr. President laid before the Congress the followingcopy

of the Letter which he had written, and sent express, by
their order, to the Colony of Georgia:

South-Carolina, Charlestown, February 15, 1776.

[By authority of Congress.]

To the Honourable the Congress of GEORGIA:
GENTLEMEN: I have the honour to enclose to you the

copy of a Resolution of Congress, extending the Resolution
of the Continental Congress on the 1st of November last,
prohibiting exportation from the United Colonies; and I
have it in charge to recommend to you, in the strongest
terms, that your Colony should form a similar resolution.

It is thought so absolutely necessary for the welfare of
America that Georgia form a similar resolution, and we
have this point so much at heart, that the Congress have
delegated the Honourable Rawlins Lowndes, Colonel Par-
sons, and Thomas Savage, Esq., to repair forthwith to Sa-
vannah, to make all possible representation to induce your
co-operating with us in so salutary a step.

.

These gentlemen mean to set out to-morrow or next day,
and their speedy departure renders it unnecessary for me to
add anything more to give weight to the recommendation in
question.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most humble
servant I- D '.,

WILLIAM lENRY RAYTON, Prcstdent.

The Congress then proceeded to ballot for the Delegates
to the Continental Congress. .

And ,the ballots being reckoned, it appeared, and Mr.
President declared, that Thomas Lynch, John Rutled!(e,
Edward Rutledge, Arthur Middleton, and Thomas I1~y-
ward, Jun., Esquires, were, by majority of votes, duly
elected.

'Whereupon, the Congress
Resolved, That Thomas Lynch, John Rutledge, Edward

Rutledge, Arthur .Middleton, and Thomas Heyward, Jun.,
Esqs., be, and they are hereby appointed, and fully autho-
rized, to represent this. Colony in the Continental Congress
for one year next ensumg.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Saturday, February 17, 17'i'6.

The Congress met.
And yesterday's Journal was read.
l\1r. Corbett, from the Committee to whom was referred

the Petition of Captain Aitken and Mr. Russell, delivered
in a Report. .

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed.
A motion was made, that Benjamin B. Boote, Esquire,

being a person whose going at large may endanger the pub-
lick safety, be committed to close confinement.

Resolved, That Benjamin B. Boote, Esquire, be forth-
with committed to close confinement in the common Jail of
Charwstown.

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant for
that purpose.

Ordered, That Mr. President do forthwith, by Letter, ac-
quaint the Council of Safety at Salisbury with the present
situation of Messrs. Dunn and Boote, and desire their fur-
ther directions.

Mr. President of the Council of. Safety laid before the
Congress Letters received by that Board:

From the Provincial Congress of Georgia, dated Savan-
nah, 12th instant, relative to the hostile armament assembled
there:

From Captain John Allston, of the Volunteer Company
of Foot Rangers, dated 15th instant, relative to the onginal
establishrnent of the said Company, and referred to Con-
gress: and

From Dr. Chalmers, relative to the ill state of health of

,
Mrs. Stuart, and the necessity of her taking ail' and exer-
cise, also referred to Congress.

Which were severally read.
Ordered, That the consideration of Captain Allston's

Letter be postponed. '

Resolved, That Mrs. Stuart he allowed to take neces-
sary air and exercise, upon the terms proposed in Doctor
Chalmers's Letter; that is, accompanied by Mr. Fenwicke
or the Doctor, and they being responsible for her appear-
ance whenever called for.

Notice was given to the Congress, that the Contract for
supplying the Colony Forces with Provisions would expire
on the 29th instant.

The Congress then proceeded upon the Order of the Day.
After some time spent in debate,
. A motion was made, that the further consideration of the
Report, on the number of Forces necessary to be raised
and kept in pay for the service of this Colony, be post-
poned.

. A debate e~sued; and the question being put, resolved
m the affirmatIve.

A motion was then made, that this Congress do now re-
solve that three Battalions of Infantry be forthwith raised
upon the Continental establishment, agreeable to the powers
vested by the Continental Congress in this Colony.

After some debate, the question was put, and passed in
the negative.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-l)lorrow.

In Congress, Sunday, February 18, 1776.

The Congress met.

The Rev. Mr. Turquand, by desire, perfol111ed Divine
serVICe.

And the thanks of the Congress were returned to that
gentleman.

The Journal of yesterday was read.

.Reso.lved, That Benjamin Booth Boote, Esq., be sup-
phed wIth all proper necessaries and accommodation in his
present confinement, and that he be allowed the liberty of
the garden belonging to the Jail, in the day time only.

Resolved, That ~~ichael Kalttisen, Esq., be appointed
to the office of Commissary of Military Stores for the Re-
gular Forces.

Ordered, That Colonel Powell, Colonel Pinckney, Colo-
nel Richardson, Colonel Bull, Colonel Thomas, Colonel
Wofford, Colonel Nee?, Colonel Harry, Major ]}[ayson,
l\TaJor Kershaw, Captam lIammond, Captain llarrinrrton
Captain ~laharn, Captain Vanderhorst, and Captain bTflii
liam Skirving, be a Committee to consider and report the
number of country Militia that ought to supply the place
of the detachments to be discharged on the first day of
~larch next, and, In rotation, to do constant duty in and
near Charlestown; also, the most effectual means tp obJige
such of the Inhabitants of ,Charlestown as are liable to bear
arms, and are absent, to return to town; also, the best divi-
sion of the country Militia into Battalions, where such divi-
sion is necessary; and also, such measures as may, in their
opinion, be necessary to render the Militia most serviceable
to the publick.

Ordered, That J\fr. Edwards, Captain Roger Smith, Mr.
Corbett, Mr. Dupont, Mr. Robert William Powell Mr.1fall
Captain Leger, 1\11'.Theodore Gaillard, Jun., and Mr. Elia;
Ilorry, be a Committee to receive and examine such pub-
lick Accounts as may be referred to them by the Congress
or Council of Safety, and to report their opinion thereon to
the Congress, or Council of Safety, as soon as possible.

A motion was made, that the Council of Safety, in order
that they may be enabled to devote the more of their time
to the immediate objects of their appointment, do set apart
a particular day in each week for the particular purpose of
determining on publick Accounts.

After some debate, the previous question was moved for'
and, being put, it was resolved in the affirmative. '

But the main question being then waived,

. Resolved, TJi~t the Council of Safety shall only twice
III the week be lIable to be called upon to pay publick Ac
counts.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow..



From the Regiments of Capt's. Sub's. Ra~k & File.

Colonel Powell, - - - - 2 4 125
Colonel Richardson, 3 6 180
Colonel Bull, 1 3 75
Late Colonel Fletchall, 1 3 100
Colonel Starke, 1 2 65
Colonel Thomas, - - - - 1 2 50
Co]onel Savage, 1 3 100
Colonel Neel, - 1 2 55
Colonel Thomson, 2 4 100
ColonelRothmahler, - 2 4 100
Colonel Singellton, - - - 1 2 50
Colonel Glover, - - - - . 1 ~50
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III Congress, Monday, February 19,1776.
The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
Mr. President l:,lid before the Congress the copy of a

Letter which he had yesterday written by their order, rela-
tive to the present situ.ationof Messrs. Dunn and Boote,
VIZ:

South-Carolina, CharlestQwn, February 18, 1776.

[By authority of Congress.]

To the Committee of Safety for SALISBURY,NORTH-CA-
ROLINA:

GENTLEMEN: Mr. Dunn and Mr. Boote, who were sent
prisoners from your Colony to this, have repeatedly made
applications to our publick Assemblies for their discharge.
In our last session of Congress, they presented a petition
and remonstrance tQ the same effect, which the Congress
referred to your judgment, and I enclosed the prayer of the
petition in the following letter addressed to you. The
letter was delivered to Mr. Boote, who undertook to for-
ward it:

co January 10, 1776.

" GENTLEMEN: I have the honour to enclose to you an
extract of the prayer of a remonstrance and petition which
has been, by Mr. Dunn and Mr. Boote, presented to the
CQngress of this Colony in their last session. These gen-
th~men, in their remonstrance and petition, declared they did
not mean and never would relinquish any right of action at
law which they may have against those gentlemen who
were the immediate cause of their being sent ptisoners into
this Colony. The Congress would not make any other
order upon the remonstrance and petition than that it should
he referred entirely to your judgment."

Mr. Dunn is now a prisoner upon his parole; and Mr.
Boote is a prisoner in the common jail in this town, he
being, of the two, thought to be by much the most danger-
ous person.

The Congress have directed me to acquaint you with the
situation of these gentlemen, requesting that you will sig-
nify your sentiments to me thereupon.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most humble
servant W P

.,
ILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON, reszdent.

Mr. President of the Council of Safety laid before the
Congress an Account of Mr. John Champneys, one of the
Commissioners for receiving and selling Rice on the publick
account.

And the said Account being immediately taken under
consideration, the Congress. disallowed the following charges
therein:
For his commissionon the purchase of Rice, £ 183 2 6
Commission on selling, 399 1 11

Ordered, That the Committee on Publick Accounts do
ascertain the quantity of Rice sold out by retail by said Mr.
Champneys, and report the commission proper to be allowed
thereon; and that the charge of five hundred Pounds in said
Account, for damages sustained, be referred to the Commit-
tee on Mr. TIwmas Singleton's Petition.

Resolved, That the Committees in the several Parishes
and Districts throughout the Colony ought, and they are
hereby required, strictly to execute the Resolution of the
Congress in January, 1775, to prevent the removal of the
effects of any Debtors out of the Colony, without the know-
ledge or consent of their Creditors.

Resolved, That at least one thousand men &om the
country Militia are necessary for the immediate defence of
CharlR,Stown.

Captain John Allston's Letter, of the 15th instant, beinD"
taken -into consid~ration,

0

Resolved, That the Resolution of Congress, of the 27th
of NovemiJer last, relative to Captain Allston's Indian Com-
pany of Foot Rangers or Rovers, be made void, and that
the said Company be restored to their original establish-
ment.
. Whereas one thousand and fifty men of the country Mi-
litia, exclusive of commissioned and non-commissioned Offi-
cers, are necessary to do duty in and near Charlestown, in
addition to the Regulars and town Militia, from the first
qay of March to the first day of Ap1il next:

Therefore Resolved, That the following drafts be forthwith
made and marched to Charlestown, to relieve the Militia to
be discharged on the first day of March, viz :

17 37 1050

And further Resolved, That the said drafts shall remain
in and near Charlestown one month; at the expiration of
which 6me they shall be relieved monthly by ihe same
numbers, to do the same duty, from the same Regiments;
that the first drafts shall be made of such men (if there arc
any such in their respective Regiments) as have not been
on duty by order of Congress or Council of Safety-except
in such Regiments, respectively, volunteers shall offer to do
the duty for which the drafts are intended; and that the
Colonels of the said Regiments respectively shan appoint
the Captains and Subalterns, to command the said detach-
ments, according to the dates of their commissions.

Resolved, That the :Militia on the Sea-Islands, and in
Christ-Church Parish, be not included in the said drafts.

Ordered, That Mr. President do transmit copies of the
foregoing Resolves to the Commanding Officers of the
several Regiments from which drafts are to be made, by
express, with the utmost expedition.

Ordered, That Letters be forthwith written, by different
conveyances, to the Continental Congress, at Philadelphia,
acquainting them with the present situation of affairs in this
Colony, and the recent alarming inteHigence we have re-
ceived from Georgia, of the hostile armament collecting at
Cockspwr.

Adjourned to eleven o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Tuesday, February 20, 17'76.

The Congress met.
oAnd the Journal of yesterday was read.

The Congress proceeded on the consideration of the Re-
port of the Committee, upon the number of Forces neces-
sary to l:1e raised and kept in pay for the service of the
Colony; and made some progress therein.

A motion was made that the Regiment of Rangers be
reduced from horse to foot.

A debate ensued; and the question being put, the Con-
gress divided.

The yeas went forth. Yeas, 46; Nays, 54.

Tellers {For the yeas, Captain Benjamin Huger.,
For the nays, Dr. Farrar.

So that it was determined in the negative.

A motion was made, that the name of the Regiment of
Rangers be changed to that of Light-Dragoons.

A debate arose; and the question being put, it passed in
the negative.

A motion was made, that a Colonel be appointed to
command the Regiment of Rangers.

.

A debate ensued; the question was put, and passed in
the negative.

A motion was made, that the Rule of ConlTress,of the
7th instant, restricting the Members from sp;aking more
than twice upon one question, be amended, by adding the
words" without leave from the Chair."

After some debate, the previous question was moved for,
and put, and passed in the negative.

A motion \vas made, that Rations be allowed to the Re-
giment of Rangers, in lilw manner as to the Regiments of
Infantry.
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After some time spent in debate, the question was put.
The Congress divided.

The yeas went forth. Yeas, 49; Nays, 49.

T II {For the yeas, Colonel Moultrie.e ers, For the nays, Colonel Piru:kney.
So that Mr. President was obliged to decide, which he

did by voting in favour of the motion.
And it was resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered, That the further consideration of the Report be

adjourned.
Adjourned to eleven o'clock to-morrow.

ment; and that their Bounty Money be increased to twen-
ty-five Pounds per man. Also,

That the Regiment of Rangers be continued upon their
present establishment of nine Companies, each to be aug-
mented to fifty Privates; the Companies to be immediately
completed, and the men inlisted according to th,e Rules and
Articles for the government of the Troops: and it is here-
by declared, that the said Regiment of Rangers shall be
composed of expert Riflemen, who shall act on horseback
or on foot, as the service may require; each man, at his
own expense, to be constantly provided with a good Horse,
Rifle, Shotpouch, and Powderhorn, together with a To-
mahawk or Hatchet. Also,

That the Regiment of Artillery be continued upon their
present establishment. Also,

That a 'Regiment of expert RIflemen, to take ra,nk as the
Fifth Regiment, under proper FitM and other Officers, be
immediately raised, to consist of seven Companies; each
Company to consist of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one
Ensign, and one hundred Men, including four Sergeants
and four Corporals: and it is hereby dedared, that the said
Regiment shall be inlisted to the 1st of June, 1771, subject
to the Rules and Articles for the government of the Troops,
and liable to be sooner discharged by publick authority,
having one month's pay advanced; each ma,n in the said
Regiment, at his own expense, during the service, finding
his own clothes, except a uniform Hunting-shirt, and Hat
or Cap, and Blanket, to be provided by the publick; and
also, at his own expense, to be constantly provided with a
good Rifle, Shotpouch, and Powderhorn, together with a
Tomahawk or Hatchet; the Privates shall be allowed five
Pounds, as the hire of their arms, during their service;
nine Pounds and ten Shillings as Bounty, and t~n Shillings
daily Pay; the Sergeants, twelve Shillings and six Pence;
the Corporals, eleven Shil1ingsand three Pence; and the
Commissioned Officers the same daily Pay as those of the
First and Second Regiments. Also,

That a Company of Artillery, of one hundred Men, with
proper Officers, be immediately raised for the defence of
Fort Lyttkton, on Port-Royal Island; and one other Com-
pany of Artillery, consisting of sixty Men, with properOffi-
cers, be, in like manner, raised for the defence of George-
town. These Companies to be officered and paid in like
manner, and in proportion to the Artillery establishment.;
and the men to be inlisted for the same term, and in like
manner with the Regiment of Riflemen. Also,

.

That, of the Matrosses on the present establishment, the
Seamen in the Colony Navy, and the Matrosses and Sea-
men expected to arrive here from the New-England Colo-
nies, and other parts, in the whole upwards of nine hun-
dred men, two hundred may, if found necessary, be esta-
blished as Marines on board the Navy. Also,

That the Rations of the Regular Force., be increased to
one pound and a half of fresh Beef, or to eighteen ounces
of salt Pork; and that the Regiment of Rangers, the Regi-
ment of Riflemen, the two Independent Companies of Ar-
tillery, and the Militia, upon actual service, be allowed Ra-
tions in like manner with the First and Second Regiments
of Foot, and the Regiment of Artillery, and as increased
by this establishment. Also,

That an Adjutant be appointed to the ReO"iments of
In CongressThursdayFebruary22 1776 Rangers and Riflemen, respectively; a Payma;ter and It

Th C t '
, ,.

Surgeon to the Regiment of Riflemen, and a Sergeant-Ma-e ongress me . . Q
.

'.

A d th J al ft . d ad Jor, a uartermaster, and a Quartermaster-Ser geant, to each
n e ourn 0 yes er ay was re . R ' f I F

"

. eglment 0 t Ie Regular orces. Also,
The conslderatJ~n of the Report, on the number of ~orces That the men to be inlisted in the Regiment of Rangers

n~cess,aryto be raIsed, and kept III pay, for the servIce of and Riflemen, be approved of by the CommandinO"Officer
thIs Colo~y, was resumed. . of each Regiment, respectively, as expert Riflemen~ And,

A ~o,tlOnwas made, that a Bounty, of nme Pounds That the Captains in the Regiment of Riflemen, who
te~ Slulhngs, currenc'y, ,be ~llowed an? paId to ev:ry expert shaH first send, bring, or cau"e to be brought, to the Re~i-
Rlfle~an who shall I,nhst m !he RegIment of RIflemen to mental Head-Quarters, sixty Men, approved as aforesaId,
be r;nsed for the serVIceof tlus Colo,ny. . such Captains shall take priority of rank, respectively, in
. A debate e~sued; and the questIon bemg put, resolved the said Regiment; and the said Captains, respectively,
m the affirmatr~e.

.

with the approbation of the Colonel of the Regiment, shall
'rhe whole of the said Report being gone through, the appoint their Lieutenants, Ensign, and Non-Commissioned

Congress came to the following Resolutions thereupon: Officers. And also,
Whereas, it is absolutely necessary that a c,onsiderable Resolved, That ~~l the Regular Forces of this Colony,

body of Regular Forces be kept up for the serVIceand de- both Naval and Mlhtary, shall, upon any emergency, and
fence of the ColQny in this time of imminent danger; when the Congress or Council of Safety shaH think proper,

Therefore, Resolved, That the First and Second Regi- be liable, under either of their order an(i girection, to serve
ments be immediately augmented to their Oliginal establi:>h'- and act in aD>'part of this or of a neighb~ring Colouy.

FOURTHSERIES.- VOJ...v. 37

In Congress, Wednesday, February 21, 1716.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
Mr. Salvador, from the Committee to inquire into the

state of the interior parts of the Colony, lately in commo-
tion; to consider what measures are proper to he pursued,
to prevent fiJture commotions therein; and also to consider
of the cases of the State Prisoners, and to report what
measures ought to be pursued with respect to them; deli-
vered in a Report.

Ordered, That the consideration of the said Report be
postponed.

The Congress then proceeded in the consideration of the
Report of the Committee on the number of Forces neces-
sary to be raised and kept in pay, for the service of this
Colony, and made a further progress therein.

Resolved, That an Adjutant and a Quartermaster be
allowed and appointed to the Regiment of Rangers.

A motion was made, that the daily Pay of the Privates
in the Regiment of Artillery be augmented to ten Shil1ings
currency.

A debate arose; the question was put, and passed in the
negative.

A motion was made, that a daily Pay of ten Shillings
be allowed to expert Riflemen who shall enter into a Regi-
ment of Riflemen, to be raised for the service of this Co-
lony. '

A debate ensued; and the question being put, it was re-
solved in the affirmative.

A motion was made, that a Bounty of ten Pounds cur-
rency be allowed, on inlistil1g,to expert Riflemcn entering
in the Regiment of Riflemen.

After some debate, the question was put, and passcd in
the negative.

A motion was made, that the sum of five Pounds, cur-
rency, be allowed to every Private who shall, at the time of
his entering into the Regiment of Riflemen, be provided
with a good and sufficient Rifle-gun, as hire for the same,
during the time for which he is engaged to serve.

A debate ensued; and the question being put, resolved
in the affirmative.

A motion was then made, to allow to such Riflemen a
Bounty of seven Pounds and ten Shillings at the time of
inlistiug.

After some time spent in debate,
The Congress was adjourned to eleven o'clock to-mor-

row.
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And whereas it will not be expedient to put any of the
Forces of this Colony upon the Continental establishment,
so as to be subject to Continental Articles, and entitled only
to Continental Pay, and to their discharge in December
next; it being more proper to keep all the Colony Troops
upon the pI:esent footing, as to theIr quantum of pay, their
articles, and the time of inlistment:

Therefore, Ordered, That the Council of Safety do return
the thanks of this Colony to the Continental Congress for
their attention to its security; that they state the peculiar
circ1Jmstances and the heavy expenses which have been,
and will be incurred, by this Colony, in the measures neces-
sary for her defence; and that they do request the Conti-
nental Congress to allow this Colony so much Money as
the expenses of three Battalions, upon the Continental es-
tablishment, would amount to for one year; and to give
Continental Rank to the Officers of the three Regiments
raised in June, and of the Regiment of Artillery raised in
November, from the dates of their respective Commissions,
or, at least, from the 1st day of November, when they re-
solved to allow this Colony three Battalions.

Resolved, That all the Officers and Men in the Naval
and Military Forces of this Colony shall take the same oath
of fidelity as is prescribed in the Rules and Articles for the
government of the Troops.

Resolved, That this Congress will, by ballot, elect the
Field-Officers of the Regiment of Riflemen to be raised,
separately.

A motion was made, that the Captains for the said Re-
giment be also elected, by ballot, by the Members of Con-
gress.

After some debate, the question being put, it was resolved
in the affirmative.

Resolved, That the Captains of the two Companies of
Artillery, to be raised for the defence of Beaufort and
Georgetown, be also balloted for, to-morrow, by the Mem-
bers of Congress.

Resolved, That this Congress will proceed to ballot for
the said Officers to-morrow afternoon.

Captain Leger, from the Committee on the Memorial of
Charles King Chitty, delivered in a Report.

Ordered, That the said Report be taken into considera-
tion to-morrow.

Colonel Powell, from the Committee to consider and re-
port the number of country Militia necessary to replace the
detachments to be discharged the 1st day of 1tlarch next,
and in rotation to do constant duty in and near Charles-
town-the means of obliging absentees liable to bear arms,
to return-the best division of the country Militia-and
such measures as will tend to render the Militia most ser-
viceable, delivered in a further Report.

Ordered, That the consideration there-of be postponed.

Mr. Motte, from the Committee on the Petition of John
Sigell, delivered in a Report.

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be likewise post-
poned.

Colonel Powell, from the Committee on the Petition of
Joseph Buffington, delivered in their Report.

Ordered, That the consideration of that Report be also
postponed.

Captain Roger Smith, from the Cummittee to inquire
and report the quantity of Flour now in Charlestown; the
quantity that will be wanted; the best means of obtaining
Salt, Sugar, Rum, and other necessaries, on reasonable
terms; with the causes of, and remedies for, the present
iII)positions in the advanced prices on the necessaries of
life, other commodities and labour; delivered in a Report.

Ordered, That the consideration of the said Report also
be postponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

In Congrcss, Friday, Fcbruary 23, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
Resolved, That a Mustermaster-General be appointed

for the Naval and Land Forces of this Colony, with power
;to appoint one Deputy.

Ordered, That Colonel Gadsden, Colonel Moultrie,
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Colonel it/otte, Colonel Gervais, and Dr. 07ipllOnt, be a
Committee to ascertain and report the special dutieS of the
said Mustermaster-General. -

The Congress then proceeded to take under considelq.-
tion the Report on the state of the interior parts of the Co-
lony, and made some progress therein. '

Adjourned to five o'clock in the evening.

In Congress, Friday Evcning, February 23, 1776.

The Congress met.
A motion was made, that the election of Field-Offi-

cers for the Regiment of Riflemen to be raised, be deter-
mined by a majority of ballots of the whole number of
Members present in Congress, and not otherwise.

A debate ensued; and the question being put, the Con-
gress divided. The yeas went forth.

T II {For the yeas, Captain Sumpter.e ers, For the nays, Captain Benjamin lluger.
So that it passed in the negative.
The Congress then proceeded to ballot for a Colonel of

the said Regiment. -
And Isaac Huger, Esq., was declared, by majority of

votes, duly elected.
The Lieutenant-Colonel was then balloted for,
And Alexander ~-[clntosh, Esq., declared duly elected,

by a majority of votes.
The :Majorwas next balloted for,
And Benjamin Huger, Esq., declared, in like manner,

duly elected.
A motion was made, that the Captains for the Regi-

ment of Riflemen be postponed till to-morrow.
A debate arose; and the question being put, it was re-

solved in the affirmative.
The Congress then prOCeeded to ballot for toe Captain

to command the Company of Artillery, to be raised for the
defence of Georgetown; and also for the Captain of a liko
Company, for the defence of Fort Lyttleton, Port-Royal.

And the majority of votes, for the former, were declared
to be in favour of Paul Trapier, Jun., Esq.; and for tho
latter, in favour of William llarden, Esq.

Adjourned to nine o'c!ock to-morrow.

In Congress, Saturday, February 24, 1776.

The Congress met.
And yesterday's Journal was read.

Resolved, That the Privates in the Regiment of Rifle-
men to be raised, sha\] remain, and be continued, in the
same Companies wherein they were respectively first in-
listed.

Resolved, That the Committee on the Publick AccountS,
do, and they are hereby required, to give all possible aid
and assistance to Colonel Gadsden, or the Commanding
Officer of the Colony Forces for the time being, and also to
Captain John Copithorn, in procuring and supplying all
such articles for the publick service, as the said Commapd-
ing Officer shall, from time to time, apply for.

Read a Petition of Thomas Farr, Jun., Esq., Clerk of
the late Commons House of Assembly, with his Account
against the publick.

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to a Com-
mittee of such Members of the present Congress as were
members of the said Commons House on Publick Accounts.

Whereas a Constitutional Post js now established, under
the authority of the Continental Congress: And whereas it
is of the utmost consequence, in the present time _of immi-
nent danger, that the Post-riders do not meet with the least
delay in their progress:

Therefore, Resolved, That it be recommended, and it is
hereby recommended, to the Keepers of all the Publick
Ferries in this Colony, to give all possible despatch to the
passage of the Constitutional Post-riders over their respec-
tive Ferries.

Resolved, That Mr. Bee, Captain John IIuger, Colonel
Richardson, Colonel Thomas, Captain Hammond, Major
Henderson, Mr. John Owen, Colonel Thomson, Captain
Harrington, Mr. De Saussure, Captain Simons, and Dr.
Farrar, be, and they are hereby appointed, Commissioners
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to contract for the making, or purchasing already made,
any number, not exceeding one thousand stand, of good
Rifles, with good bridle-locks, and proper furniture, not ex-
ceeding the price of thirty Pounds each; the barrels of the
Rifles to be made not to weigh less than seven pounds and
a half, or be less than three feet eight inches long, and
carrying balls of about half an ounce weight; and those
new ones already made, not to be less than three feet four
inches long in the barrel. Also for the making, or purcha-
sing already made, one thousand stand of good smooth-
bored Muskets, carrying an ounce ball, with good bridle-
locks and furniture, iron ramrods and bayonets, at a price
not exceeding twenty Po~nds each; the Muskets to be made
to be three feet six inches long in the barrel, am! the bayo-
nets seventeen inches long. The power of the Commission-
ers to continue during six months. And they are required,
from time to time, to cause the Rifles and Muskets by them
purchased, to be delivered to the Council of Safety, who
are hereby authorized to pay their drafts for such Arms.

The Report of the Committee on the Petition of Captain
Aitkin and Mr. Russell, was taken under consideration;
and the same being gone through,

Ordered, That the Ship Port-Henderson be forthwith
discharged, agreeable to the prayer of the Petitioners.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety be, and they are
hereby authorized, to contract with Mr. Kershaw for all the
Flour and Ship-bread he can supply, on the publick ac-
count; the delivery thereof to be at the risk of the publick
from capture by the enemy.

Adjourned to five o'clock in the evening.

IIJ. Congress, Saturday Afternoon, February 24,1776.

The Congress met.
A Memorial, signed by twenty-one Officers of the coun-

try Militia, now doing duty in Charlestown, was presented
and read.

Mr. President, by desire of the Congress, requested of
the Rev. Mr. Turquand that he would perform Divine ser-
vice in Congress to-morrow.

Adjourned to half past nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Sunday, February 25,1776.

The Congress met.
The Rev. Mr. Turqand performed Divine service, and

received the thanks of the Congress.
The Journal of yesterday was read.
Resolved That the Commissioners for purchasing Rifles,

or either of' them, pI', and they are hereby authorized and
empowered, to agree with any person to make a Rifle of a
new and different construction from the kind they have
power to purchase by the Resolution of yesterday; and
that, if the Council of Safety shaU approve of the con-
struction, they may contract for the purchasing and making
such kind of Rifles.

Ordered, That the Memorial delivered in yesterday, do
lie on the table.

The Congress then proceeded to ballot for the Captains
of the Regiment of Riflemen.

And the ballots being counted, it appeared that the fol-
lowing gentlemen were, by majority of votes, duly elected;
Hezekiah lIfaham, Benjamin Tutt, George Cogdell, Wil-
liam Ri£hardson, Richard Richardson, Jun., William Hen-
d€rson) and John Bowie, Esquires.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Monday, February 26, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
Mr. President declared the names of the gentlemen that

had been yesterday, by majority of votes, elected Captains
for the Regiment of Riflemen.

Ordered, That the Members of the Council of Safety,
with Colonel Gadsden, be a Committee to consider the ne-
cessity and expediency of immediately raising another Re-
giment of Riflemen, for the service of this Colony; and
that they do report thereon to-morrow.

A Petition of Robert Cunningham, proposing to observe
a neutrality, was presented and read.

Captain Maham, Captain Richard Richardson, and Ma-
jor Henderson, yesterday elected Captains for the Regiment
of Riflemen, respectively declined accepting Commissions
in that Regiment; the two former alleging, among other
reasons, that they already commanded Volunteer Compa-
nies, to which their particular attention was due, and with
which they should always be ready to go forth and render
their best services to the Colony; and the latter, that being
a Field-Officer of a new Regiment, composed entirely of
Volunteers, the publick service required his continuancc in
that station.

Resolved, Th~t this Congrcss will forthwith proceed to
the choice of threc other Captains, for the Regiment of Ri-
flemen, in the room of the gentlemen who have declined
to serve.

The said Captains were accordingly immediately balloted
for; and the following gentlemen, declared duly elected, by
a majority of votes, viz: Francis Prince, Thomas. Potts, Da-
vid Anderson, Esquires. _

Adjourned to eleven o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Tuesday, February 27, 1776.
The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
The Church-wardens of the Parishes of St. Ph17ip and

St. Michael, Charlestown, returned Alexander Moultrie,
Esquire, as duly elected, yesterday, to be a Member of the
present Congress, for Charlestown, in the room of the late
Miles Brewton, Esquire.

Ordered, That Mr. Moultrie, (who attended,) do take his
seat accordingly.

Read a Letter from Jonathan Downs, Esq., dated the 25th
instant, acquainting the Congress that he was on his way to
Charlestown, with Patrick Cunningham, Hugh Brown, and
Tt""illiamDuggins, three of the late Insurgents, as Prisoners.

Ordered, That Mr. President do issue his Warrant for
the immediate commitment of the said Patrick Cunning-
ham, Hugh Brown, and William Duggins, to the common
Jail in Charlestown.

And a Warrant was issued accordingly.
Resolved, That the Captains of the Companies of Artil-

lery, to be raised and posted at Fort Lyttleton and George-
town, shall have rank in the Army as they shall respectively
have made Returns to the Parochial Committees, of their
having raised sixty men; the said Returns to be transmitted
to the Council of Safety.

Resolved, That the Ensigns in the Regiment of Rifle-
men be allowed a daily pay of thirty-two Shillings and six
Pence.

Ordered, That Colonel Gervais, Colonel C. C. Pinck-
ney, Major Cattell, Captain Lynch, and Doctor Oliphant,
be a Committee to consider and report the best ways and
means of supplying the Colony Troops and Militia with Ra-
tions.

Ordered, That the Committee on Publick Accounts do
inquire into the state of thc Colony Treasury, and report
thereon as soon as possible.

Resolved, That Edward Rutledge, Esq., one of the
Delegates from this Colony to the Continental CongTess,
have leave to return.

Mr. Rutledge, from the Committee appointed to consider
the necessity and expediency of raising another Regiment
of Riflemen, for the service of this Colony, delivered in Cl
Report.

Ordered, That the said. Report be taken into considera-
tion to-morrow. -

Adjourilf~dto eleven o'clock to morrow.

In Congress, Wednesday, February 28, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
The Congress entered upon the consideration of the Re-

port of the Committee to consider and report on the neces-
sity and expediency of raising another Regiment of Rifle-
men.
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A motion was made, that a question be put, whether a
Second Regiment of Riflemen shall be raised?

A debate ensued, and the question being put, the Con-
gress divided.

The yeas went forth : Yeas, 51 ; nays, 37.

' T ' II }
For the Yeas, Mr. Salvador.

e ers .,
For the nays, Colonel Pmckney.

So that it was resolved in the affirmative.
A motion was made, that the said Regiment shall con-

sist of seven hundred Men.
A debate arose, the question was put, and passed in the

negative.
A motion was then made, that the said Regiment shall

consist of six hundred Men.
After some debate, the question was put, and passed in

the negative.
A motion was made, that a Colonel be appointed to

command the'said Regiment.
A debate arose, and the question being put, it passed in

the negative.
The Report of the Committee on the expediency of rais-

mg another Regiment of Riflemen being gone through,
Resolved, That a Second Regiment of Riflemen, to rank

as the Sixth Regiment, in the Colony service, be raised as
soon as possible, to consist of five Companies, of one hun-
dred men each, under a Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant,
and a Major, upon the same terms and establishment as the
First Regiment of Riflemen.

Major Cattell, fi'om the Committee to consider and report
the best ways and means to supply the Troops and Militia
with Rations, delivered in a Report.

Ordered, That the said Report be taken into considera-
tion to-morrow morning.

Upon an application by Mr. George Ancrum, Jun.,
Ordered, That Mr. President do write to Georgia, to

request the good offices of the Congress or Council of
Safety there, to enable Mr. Ancrum to export from thence
to this Colony certain Goods, the property of the said An-
crum, which had been detained for the Indian trade.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

III Congress, Thursday, February 29, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.

Agreeable to the Order of yesterday, the Report of the
Committee, on the best ways and means of supplying the
Troops and Militia with Rations, was taken into considera-
tion.

On motion, to disagree with a part of the said Report,
recommending an aJlowance of (not exceeding) forty Shil-
lings per day to the Clerks of the Commissary-General, a
debate arose, and the question being put, it was deter-
mined in the affirmative.

The said Report having been fully debated and amend-
ed, the Congress came to the following Resolutions there-
upon, VIZ:

Resolved, That a Commissary-General be appointed to
supply the Colony Troops and Militia with Rations; and
also to supply the Hospital with such Prmisions as the
Director shall require.

That the said Commissary-General be allowed as many
Deputy-Commissaries and Clerks as, with the approbation
of the Council of Safety, he may judge necessary; the
said Deputy-Commissaries and Clerks to be approved by
tbe Council of Safety, who shall be informed by the Com-
missary-General what branch of service they are to be em-
ployed in. And the Council of Safety are empowered to
allow such salaries to the Clerks so appointed as they shall
deem sufficient, not exceeding five hundred Pounds per
annum, and one Ration each per day.

That the Commissary-General shaH be allowed a salary
of two thousand Pounds, currency, per annum; and each
Deputy a pay not exceeding three Pounds per day, and
two Rations; and, also, such boat-hire, and other charges,
as the Council of Safety may think reasonable. And that
orders to the Commissary-General shaH be issuedin writing,
from the Council of Safety, or the Commander of the
Troops for the time being.

That the Commissary shall give bond, with surety, for

ten thousand Pounds, duly to account for the Moneys that
may be advanced to him. And that he shall, once in every
month, make a retum to the Commander-in-Chief; and once
in every three months render an account, on oath, to the
Council of Safety, of what Proyjsions he hath purchased,
what has been delivered to each corps respectively, what
remains on hand, and at what places; and that the accounts
rendered by the Deputies to the Commissary-GeneJ;al shall
also be on oath.

That the Commissary-General shall, from time to time,
acquaint the Council of Safety with his proceedings; point
out abuses, and the proper remedies for them; represent the
best mode to be pursued for supplying the Army plentifully,
regularly, and at the same time with economy; and he
shall have timely notice at what places magazihes are to be
formed, of what quantity and quality.

That no money be paid for Rations that have not been
drawn; and whatsoever Officer, whether Commissary-Ge-
neral, Deputy-Commissary, or Clerk, shall pay for such
Rations, he shall be dismissed from his office. And that,
if the Commissary-General shall apprehend more Rations
have been drawn by any corps than they have a right to,
he shaH immediately acquaint the Council of Safety there-
of.

Tbat the price of Rations shall not be fixed; but that
the Commissary-General shall be empowered to purchase
Provisions on the best terms, or to contract for them, with
the approbation of the Council of Safi~ty, and whose drafts
or certificates, if approved by the said Council, shaH be an-
swered.

That, besides the Rations of Beef and Pork already
allowed by the present Congress, there shall also be allow-
ed one pound of Bread, Flour or Ship-bread, or one pint
and a half of Rice, each man, per day; also, Salt and Vine-
gar, not exceeding one pint per month of each; and two
pounds of Pepper (if to be had) per day, for each Regi-
ment of seven hundred and fifty men, and in that propor-
tion to other Regiments; and,

That the Council of Safety shall be, and they are hereby
empowered to remove or suspend .the Commissary-General,
or any Deputy-Commissary, for malpractices or incapacity,
on a hearing; and to appoint others in their room, during
the recess of Congress.

Colonel C. C. Pinckney, fi'Om the Committee appointed
to confer with Mr. De Brahm, reported, and recommended
it as an expedient measure to retain him in the Colony ser-
vice.

A motion was then made, that Mr. De Brahm be re-
tained in the Colony service, as an Engineer, upon the terms
proposed yesterday.

After some debate, the question being put, it was resolved
in the affirmative.

Resolved, That every Member of Congress who has left
it, or shall absent himself £r'om the ,service thereof, without
leave, and does not reside mOTe than sixty miles &om
Charlestown, shall be sent for at his own expense.

Ordered, That Mr. Kers/ww, Captain Alexander MQul-
trie, and Captain Roger Smith, be a Committee to draw a
proper form of Accounts to be delivered in against t)lC pub-
lick, for the service of drafts of Militia, and lay the same
before this Congress.

Two Accounts of Richard Sava~e, for attendance and
Medicines to some of the .prafted J\lilitia, who had fallen
sick, were delivered in, amounting together to eighty-nine
Pounds ten Shillings.

Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee on
Pub]ick Accounts.

Adjourned to five o'clock in the evening.

In Congress, ThuTs<.lay Evening, February 29, 1776.

The Congress met.
The Congress proceeded to ballot for the Field-Officers

for the Second Regiment of Riflemen, separatcJy.
And Thomas ~umpter, Esq., was declared, by majority

of votes, to be duly elected Lieutenant-ColollE)l CQm-
mandant,

,

And William Henderson, Esq., Major, of the said Regi-
ment.

A motion was made, that the balloting for the Captains
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in the said Regiment be adjourned till nine o'clock, to-mor-
row mornmg.

A debate ensued, and the question being put, it was re-
solved in the affirmative.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.
'-
In Congress, Friday, March 1, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.

The Congress proceeded to ballot for the Captains in the
Second Regiment of Riflemen.

And the ballots being reckoned, the following gentlemen
were declared duly elected, by majority of votes, viz: ~am-
uel Tayl<1r, James Duff, George Wade, Richard Richard-
son, Jun., and William Brown, Esquires.

.

Resolved, That no Vessels whatsoever shall pass any
armed posts in the Rivers and Inlets, or on the Coast of this
Colony, until a satisfactory account shall have been given
of them at such posts; and that publick notice be given
of this Resolution. ,

Resolved, That publick notice be given that a Commis-
sary-General is wanted; and that the nomination of that
officer be by the Council of Safety.

The Honourable Mr. Lowndes, with Colonel Parson3,
being returned from Georgia, Mr. Lowndes reported, that
he, with Colonel Parsons and Captain Savage, having
found the Congress of that Colony dissolved, they made
every representation to the Council of Safety to induce
them to co-operate with this Colony in continuing the Non-
Exportation Resolution of the Continental Congress; that
the Council represented to them the great opposition, in
Savannah, to die measures of Congress, which had not en-
tered into any decisive resolve on that head; but that they
would do everything in their power to co-operate with us ;
and, in short, that it was their opinion, unless this Colony
interfered in a forcible manner, exportation would speedily
take place. '

Ordered, That the thanks of this Congress be returned
to the Honourable Mr. Lowndes, Colonel Parsons, and
Captain &wage, for the zeal and diligence they have ex-
erted in the discharge of the business for which they were
delegated by this Congress to go to Georgia.

And thanks were accordingly returned to those gentle-
men.

Resolved, That Colonel Bull, in addition to the detach-
ments in Sat,annah, from the Regiment under his com-
J11jnd, do forthwith, from the most convenient parts of
Greenville County, march as many men, including the draft
already ordered for Charlestown, to reinforce those detach-
ments, as he shall think proper. And that Colonel Pinck-
ney do immediately detach, not exceeding one hundred men,
such as shall offer themselves volunteers, from the Militia
now in Charlestown, and cause them to be conveyed or
marched to Savannah, to join the forces under the orders of
the Commanding Officer from this Colony.

Ordered, That Mr. President, the Hon. Mr. Lowndes,
and Mr. John Rutledge, be a Committee to prepare a form
of Orders proper to be given to Colonel Bull.

Resolved, That one Paymaster be appointed for the two
Regiments of Riflemen resolved to be raised.

Resolved, That this Congress will immediately proceed
to ballot for a Paymaster for the two Regiments of Rifle-
men. .

And that officer being balloted for accordingly, Richard
Mercer, Esq., was declared, by a majority of votes, duly
elected.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Saturday, March 2, 1776.

The Congress met.
And yesterday's Journal was read.

Mr. Rutledge, from the Committee to prepare a form of
Orders proper to be delivered to Colonel Bull, made a Re-
port, which, being amended, was unanimo\lsly agreed to, as
follows:

South- Carolina:
[By authority of Congress.]

To STEPHEN BULL, Esq., Colonel, or to the Commanding

Officer for the time being, of the SOUTH-CAROLTN_'-
FOrces ordered to act in aid oj GEORGIA.

Whereas there is reason to apprehend that attempts wilt
be made to cause the merchant vessels in Savannah River
to sail with their cargoes; and as such a proceeding would
be detrimental to the interest of America, it becomes this
Colony to aid the,[riends of America in Georgia, by endea-
vouring, with them, effectually to prevent the said vessels
sailing with their cargoes; therefore you are hereby order-
ed, under the direction of the Colonel of the Continental
forces in Georgl:a, and with the concurrence of the friends
of America in that Colony, to take post on either side of
Savannah River, with the troops under your command, and
use every effort in your power to incapacitate those vessels
from proceeding with their cargoes on their several voyages ;
and to that end, cause them to be forthwith unrigged, their
rudders taken off, and their sails and rudders deposited in
some secure place, or kept under a proper guard.

You are also ordered, under the direction and with the
concurrence aforesaid, to give every aid in your power for
repelling insurrections and invasions there, and securing and
imprisoning every person in Georgia whose going at large
may be dangerous to the liberties of America, or the security
of that Colony.

Having executed these orders, you are, either with all or
a part of the forces under your command, to return to this
Colony, or remain in Georgia, at your discretion, and so act,
under the direetion, and with the concurrence aforesaid, as
you shall think most advantageous to the American cause,
until you shall receive further instructions from the Congress
or Council of Safety of this Colony; to whom you are,
from time to time, to transmit full inforl11::ttionof your pro-
ceedings.

Ordered, That an engrossed copy of the above Orders
be forthwith made out, signed by Mr. President, and deli-
vered to Colonel Bull.

All which was done accordingly.
Ordered, That the sum of two thousand Pounds be ad-

vanced to Colonel Bull, for the above service; to be ac-
counted for by him.

Ordered, That Captain Ilammond, Mr. Richard Waring,
and Mr. Douxsaint, be added to the Committee on Pub lick
Accounts. .

Ordered, That Mr. Jacob ~lotte and Captain Alexan-
der Moultrie, be added to the Commissiqners for signing the
first emission of Money, by authority of Congress; and that
Mr. John Izard, Captain Tf1illiam Skirving, Mr. Richard
TVaring, Captain Robert Ladson, Mr. Ebas Horry, Jun"
and Captain Benjamin Smith, be added to the Comrl1is-
sioners for signing the second emission, under the same au-
thority.

Mr. Salvador, from the Committee to whom the Report
on the state of the interior parts of the Colony, lately in
commotion, was recommitted, reported on the part which
had been recommitted.

Ordered, That the said Report be taken into considera-
tion to-morrow.

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to form a plan
of Government, do forthwith sit, and that they do report
to-morrow.

.

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Sunday, March 3, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.

Ordered, That Colonel Powell, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Nevi-
ville, Captain Roger Smith, Captain Trapicr, Mr. Salva-
dor, and Mr. Matthews, be a Committee to consider of
ways and means for payment of the services already voted;
and that they do report to-morrow.

Read a Letter from the Committee of St. Bartholomew's
Parish, dated tbe 29th past, inclosing an Inventory of the
Estate and. Effects of John Stuart, Esq., in that Parish, takell
in consequence of the Order of Congress of the 3d.

The Congress proceeded, on the Order of the Day, to
consider the recommitted part of the Report on the state of
the interior parts of the Colony, lately in commotion.

After some time spent in debate thereo.n.
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.
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In Congress, Monday, March 4, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
The President of the Council of Safety laid before the

Congress a Letter which he had last night received from
:i\Ir.Habersham, in Georgia, dated Savannah, February 28,
1776, representing the present state of .publick affairs in
that Colony.
. Ordered,That Mr. SimonBerwick be addedto the Com-

missioners for signing the first emission of Money ordered by
Congress.

Resolved, That a Letter be forthwith written to Colonel
Bull, enclosing to him a copy of the Letter received from
Savannah.

Ordered, That Mr. Kershaw be added to the Committee
on Pub1ick Accounts.

Colonel CharUs Cotesworth Pinckney, from the Commit-
tee appointed to prepare such a plan or form of Govern-
ment as will best produce the happiness of the People, and
most effectually secure peace and good order in the Colony,
during the continuance of the present dispute between Great
Britain and the Colonies, delivered in a Report.

Ordered, That the determination when the said Report
shall be taken into consideration, be postponed till to-mor-
row morning, eleven o'clock.

Resolved, That all the Members of Congress within sixty
miles of Charlestown, who are still absent, be forthwith sent
101',by special messengers, at their own expense.

The Rev. Mr. Tennent, from the Committee to whom
the Petition of William Hill, relative to a Bloomery, was
referred, delivered in a Report.

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed.
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Tuesday, March 5, 1776.

The Congress met.
. . And the Journal of yesterday was read.

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to superintend
and promote the making of Gunpowder in this Colony, do
rorthwith make a Report of their proceedings to this Con-
!,,'TCSS.

Ordered, That Colone] Powell, the Rev. Mr. Tennent,
Mr. Corbett, Colonel Gervais, Mr. Felder, and Mr. Ker-
shaw, be a Committee to consider and report the best means
of erecting a Powder-Mill, and of promoting the making of
Gunpowder in this Colony.
.

}fl'. President of the Council of Safety laid before the
Congress the foI1owing Papers, received this morning, by
express, from Georgia, and addressed to their Board, viz :

A Letter from the Council of Safety of Georgia, dated
Savannah, the "1st instant.

Another from the same, dated the 2d instant.
Copy of certain Resolutions entered into by said Council,

same date.
Copy of a Proclamation issued by said Council, same

date. .

.
Resolved, That the unanimous thanks of this Congress be

returned, by Mr. President, to the Council of Safety of
Georgia, in terms of the highest approbation of their noble
and spirited conduct.

A Return was made of the election of Thomas Tudor
Tucker, Esquire, on the 26th past, to be a Member of the
p.resent Congress, to represent the Parish of St. George,
D(JTchester..

Notice being at the same time giventhat Mr. Tucker de-
clined to serve,

Ordered, That the Committee for the said Parish of St.
George, Dorchester, do forthwith take the proper measures
{or filling up the vacancy.

The Rev. Mr. Tennent, from the Committee to consider
and report the best means of promoting the making of Nitre
in this Colony, delivered in a Report.

Resolved, That Henry Peronneau and Benjamin Dart,
Esquires, join~ Publick Treasurers, be ordered forthwith to
Jay before this Congress an exact state of the Treasury
under their care.

Ordered, That they be immediately served with a copr
of the above Reso]ve. '

Captain Roger Smith, from the Committee to consider of
ways and means for payment of the services already voted,
delivered in a Report. .

Ordered, That Mr. President, Mr. .John Rutledge, Co-
lonel Powell, Colonel C. C. Pinckney, and Captain Shu-
brick, be a Committee to prepare proper Rules and Articles
for the better regulation and government of the Navy of this
Colony. ..

The Congress then proceeded in the Order of the Day.
After a considerable time spent in debate,
A motion was made, that thIs Congress do postpone the

consideration of the Report on the plan or form of Govern-
ment untill}lay next.

A debate arose, the question was put, and passed in the
negative.

Resolved, That this Congress wiII, on Thursday morning
next, in a Committee of the Whole, take into consideration
the Report of the Committee who were appointed, by bal-
lot, to prepare such a plan or form of Government as will
best produce the happiness of the People, and effectually
secure peace and good order in the Colony.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Wednesday, March 6, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journa] of yesterday was read.
Mr. President laid before the Congress the following copy

of the Letter, written by their order, to Georgia:
Charlestown, South-Carolina, March 5, 1776.

[By a,!thority of Congress.J

To the Honourable the Council of Safety for GEORGIA:

GENTLEMEN: Your letters of the 1st and 2d instant, and
your resolutions, order, and proclamation of those dates, were
laid before the Congress, transfusing a gener.a] and perfect
joy. And the Congress; sensible of the vast importance
which your exemplary conduct must be of to the American
cause, unanimously voted their thanks; and I have the ho-
nour thus to transmit them to you, for your having decisively
taken the noble, politick, and vigorous resolution, that the
vessels in the ports of Savannah, ready to sail contrary to
the interest of America, shall be forthwith unrigged and un-
ruddered; and that, rather than the enemy shall possess
those vessels and your Capita], all shall perish in a noble
conflagration, lighted by yourselves-ap instance of heroick
principle not exceeded by any, and equalled but by few,~
history.

Your conduct, in citing such of the inhabitants of Savan-
nah as had abandoned their possessions in that town to
return to its defence, under penalty of being deemed to
have deserted such property, and of being excluded from
any support towards obtaining an indemnification for any
loss they may sustain by a genera] conflagration, received
the high,est applause, as being worthy of imitation; the poli-
cy and justice of the measure are equally conspicuous.

In short, the Congress feel the greatest satisfaction from
their having anticipated your call for assistance; it is sufii:"
cient that we know our friends stand in need of our aid. W ~
hope that our forces under Colonel Bull will fully accommo-
date yonI' necessities;

.

and you may rest assured that we
shall continue to afford to the friends of America in Geor-
gia, every support in our power.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most humble
servant W H D .,

ILLIAM ENRY RAY1:0N, Preszdent.

Mr. Peronneau and Mr. Dart, in conformity to the Order
of yesterday, attended, and delivered in the following:

" State oj the Paper Cun-ency in the Publick Treasury oJ
SOUTH-CAROLINA.

Of lawful Bills of Credit, so torn and
obliterated as not to be current, of va-
rious denominations, about, - £50,000 0 0

Of Tax Certificates and Publick Orders,
out of date, and kept to be destroyed, 20,620 0 0

Of Certificates issued by the House of
Assembly, 17,900 .0 0

Of Certificates issued by the Congress, - 23 15 0
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There is owing, on Bonds to the King,
for Negro Duties,

And on Notes to the Joint Treasurers for
other <futies, - - -

11,693 12 10

18,693 18

March 6, 1776. £ 118,931 6

Signed: HENRY PE RONNE AU,

BENJAMIN DART,

Joint Publick Treasurers."

The Report from the Committee on Ways and Means,
for payment of the services already voted, was taken into
consideration.

,.And the said Report having been debated and amended,
the Congress came to the following Resolutions thereupon,
VIZ:

Whereas it appears that, on the 28th day of February,
after discharging the services now due, there remains in the
Colony Treasury no more of the one million one hundred
and twenty thousand Pounds, issued by' aUthority of Con-
gress, than three hundred thousand Pounds: And whereas
the chf!.rge of the Naval and Military establishments, calcu-
lated from the 1st instant to the 1st of January next, will
amount to one million one hundred and nineteen thousand
two hundred and seventy-six Pounds; so that, should this
Colony obtain the allowance for three Continental Batta-
lions, with rations at three Shillings per man, per day,
amounting to three hundred and sixty-five thousand three
hundred Pounds, with the sum remaining in the Treasury,
there will be a deficiency of four hundred and fifty-three
thousand nine hundred and seventy-six Pounds; and there
may be wanted, for contingencies, two tIundred and nincty-
six thousand and twenty-four Pounds more:

Therefore, Resolved, That a sum not exceeding seven
hundre~ and fifty thousand Pounds, currency, in Bills or
Certificates, in the quantities, and of the denominations fol-
lowing, be stamped or printed, signed, and lodged in the
Treasury, viz:

2,000 bil1s of one hundred Pounds each;
3,700 bills of fifty Pounds each;
5,200 bills of twenty-five Pounds each;
9,000 bills of fifteen Pounds e:}.ch;
5,000 bills of three Pounds each;

10,000 bills of two Pounds five Shillings each;
6,500 bills of two Pounds each;

10,000 bills of one Pound fifteen Shillings each;
6,000 bills of one Pound ten Shillings each;

10,000 bills of seventeen Shillings and six Pence each;
10,000 bills of twelve Shillings and six Pence each;
12,000 bills of six Shillings and three Pence each;
10,000 bills of five Shillings each;
10,000 bills of three Shillings and nine Pence each;
10,000 biIls of two Shillings and six Pence each;
10,000 bills of one Shilling and three Pence each.

Resolved, That the pubIick faith of this Colony be, and
it is hereby, solemnly pledged to provide funds for calling
in and ~inking the Bills to be issued under the foregoing
ResolutIOns.

And whereas, notwithstanding the great issue of Paper
Currency, it appears that cash is scarce in circulation: but
to avoid a redundancy of such currency,

Resolved, That a power be, and is hereby, vested in the
Council of Safety to borrow, on interest, the whole or any
part of the said sum of seven hundred and fjfty thousand
Pounds, now resolved to be issued, if they shall find it expe-
dient and practicable.

The Report of the Committee to whom the Petition of
William Hill was referred, being taken into consideration,
debated on, and amended,

Resolved, That the sum of one thousand Pounds, cur-
reItcy, be paid by the Commissioners of the Treasury to
William Hill, upon his producing and depositing with them
proper conveyances and titles of his land, and the improve-
ments thereon, situated on Allison's Creek, a branch of
Catawba River, in St. Mark's Parish, to be made to Colo-
nel Thomas Neel, Captain Samuel Watson, and Mr. John
flowe, in trust for the publick, for repayment of the said
sum of one thousand Pounds, within the term of two years.

Resolved, That no Moneys be issued by Henry Peron-

4

neau or Benjamin Dart, Esquires, Joint Publick Treasurers,
out of the Publick Treasury, until the further order of this
Congress, or authority derived from them.

The following Prohibition was accordingly issued by Mr.
President, and served upon the said Treasurers:

Charlestown, South-Carolina, March 6, 1776.

[By authority of Congress.]
To HENRY PERONNEAU and BENJAMIN DART, Esquires,

Joint Pub lick Treasurers:

GENTLEMEN: You are hereby prohibited from issuing, or
causing to be issued, any publick money in your charge,
without order first had and obtained from the Congress, or
proper authority derived from them.

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,
WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON,President.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Thursday, March 7,1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
On motion, the Congress entered into the fi)llowil1gReso-

lution :
Whereas some doubts have arisen whether the Bounty-

money, and the sum aIlowed for clothing, to the men inlist-
ed into the Colony Regiment of Artillery, was intended by
the Resolve of Congress, of the 22d of February last, to
extend to the two Companies to be. raised for the defence of
Fort- Lyttle ton and Georgetown; it is hereby declared and
resolved, that the same bounty and allowance fQrcIothjng
shall be paid to and for thc men inlisted in the said CQm-
panies, as to those who are raised for the Regiment of Artil-
lery.

A motion was made, that the men to be raised for the
Regiment of Rangers, be inlisted to serve until the 1st day
of June, unless sooner discharged by proper authority; upon
one month's pay being advanced.

A debate arose, and the question being put, resolved in
the affirmative.

Ordered, That Captain Hammond, Co!. Thom.as, Major
Williamson, }1r. Kershaw, Mr. Beard, and Mr. Felder, be
a Committee to consider and report the most proper places for
erec.tingof Tron Works in this Colony, and what encourage-
ment from the publici" in their opinion, may be most effect-
ual to promote the establishment of such works, and tho
manufacturing of Iron.

Resolved, That the Order of the Day be postponed; and
that this Congress will, to-morrow morning. at nine o'clock,
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take the
same into consideration.

.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morro\\'.

In Congress, Friday, March 8, 177~.
The Congress met.
And yesterday's Journal was read.
Resolved, That this Congress will now resolve itself into

a Committee of the 'Vhole, to take into consideration the
Report on a plan or form of Government.

After some time spent therein,
Colonel Powell, fi'om the Committee of the WholE', re-

ported, that, having taken into consideration the Report on
a plan or form of Government, they had made some pro-
gress therein, and desired leave to sit again. .

Rf:solved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, and resume the con-
sideration of the said Report.

Mr. President informed the Congress that he had just re-
ceiv.ed a Letter, by express, from Georgia, contajning very
important intelligence.

Ordered, That the said Letter be read.
Read accordingly, a Letter fi'om the Council of Safety in

Geors.ia, signed William Ewen, President, and dated Savan-
nah, ltlarch 4, 1776.

Ordered, That the SecretalY to this Congress do forth-
with cause the said Letter to be published in a Gazette Ex-
traordinary.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.
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In Congress, Saturday, March 9, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the

Whole, to resume the consideration of the Report on a plan
or form of Government.

And some time being spent in the said Committee,
Major Cattell reported that they had made some progress

in the Report on the plan or form of Government, and de-
sired leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again re-
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to resUme the
consideration of the said Report.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Sunday, March 10,1776.
The Congress met.
The Rev. Mr. Turguand performed Divine service.
The Journal of yesterday was read.
Resolved, That the Resolution of Congress in January,

1775, prohibiting the killing of Sheep in this Colony, be re-
pealed. And, iri lieu thereof, it is now resolved that no
Lambs, or Sheep under two years old, shall be killed for
sale.

Agreeable to the Resolve of yesterday, the Congress re-
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole.

After some time spent therein,
Major Cattell reported that they had made a further pro-

gress in the Report before them; and desired leave to sit
agam.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again re-
solve itself into a Committee of the "Whole, to resume the
consideration of the Report on the plan or form of Govern-
ment.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, MonJay, March 11, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
Resolved, That every Soldier or Militia-man who shall

eng~e to labour on the publick works, shall, in addition to
"his Kegimental or Militia pay, receive such pay as, with
each of them, shall be agreed by Mr. Daniel Cannon, who
shall weekly render in and receive payment on his account
for such services.

The Congress, agreeable to the Order of yesterday, again
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to resume
the consideration of the Report on the plan or form of Go-
Vernment.

And having spent some time therein,
Major Cattell, from the said Committee, reported that

they had made a further progress; and desired leave to sit
agam.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again re-
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to resume the
consideration of the said Report.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Tuesday, March 12, 1776.
The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
The Congress, agreeable to the Resolve of yesterday, re-

solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, and resumed
the consideration of the Report On a plan or form of Go-
V!mIment.

After some time spent therein,
Major Cattell, from the said Committee, reported that

they had made a further progress; and desired leave to sit
agam.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again re-
!\DIveitself into a Committee of the Whole, to proceed on
the said Report.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.
~

"

IQ Congress, Wednesday, March 13, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.

Ordered, That Mr. liOocock, Mr. Theodore Gaillard,
Jun., Mr. Kershaw, Mr. Toomer, and Mr. Verree, be a
Committee to inquire and report the quantity of Salt now in
the Colony, and the prices at which the respective holders
purchased the same.

Resolved, That no perSon shall have permission to re-
move out of this Colony, until such person, so intending to
remove with permission, shall have first given ten days'
publick notice, by advertisements affixed at the doors of
the State-House, of his or her intention to apply for such
leave.

The Congress having resumed the consideration of the
Report to inquire into the state of the interior parts of the
Colony, lately in commotion, and the most likely measures
to preserve peace, and to prevent future commotions there-
in; and having gone through the said Report,

Re.wlved, That a declaration of pardon and amnesty be
published to the late Insurgents, with certain exceptions.

That all persons who shall hereafter bear arms against, or
shall be active in opposing, the measures of the Continental
or Colony Congress, and upon due conviction thereof, before
a majority of the Committee of the District or Parish where
such persons reside, shall be disarmed, and, at the discretion
of the said Committee, taken into custody; and, if neces-
sary thereto, the said Committee shall call in the aid of the
military as soon as possible, transmitting to the Congress or
Council of Safety an account of such proceedings.

That all reasonable indulgence ought to be given to the
aforesaid late Insurgents, and, as far as is consistent with the
publick safety, they be allowed to trade as usual, except for _

Arms and Ammunition.
That if any person who has been disarmed, shall con-

vince the Committee aforesaid that he sincerely desires to
join in support of the American cause, his anns. shall be
restored to him, and, in every respect, he shall b(i put on
the footing of an Associator, upon his taking the following
oath:

"I, A B, do, upon the Holy Evangelists, (or, according
to the fornl of my profession,) freely, voluntanly, and with-
out the least compulsion, evasion, or mental reservation, so-
lemnly swear and declare, that I will, at all times, to the
best of my power, aid and support the authority of Con-
gress, and every authority derived from them. And also,
that I will pay obedience to the Continental and Provincial
Councils, according to the true meaning and spirit of the
Association entered into by the Congress of this Colony, on
the 4th of June last. So help me God."

That if any person, having been disarmed, shall, without
leave of the Committee aforesaid, be found in possession of
Arms or Ammunition, or be convicted of having purchased
either of those articles, he shall again be disarmed, and com-
mitted to close confinement by the said Committee; they
transmitting, as soon as possible, to tlIe Congress or Council
of Safety, an account of such proceeding.

That all Commissions of officers who have been in arms
against the authority of Congress, or who have been, or
shall be, convicted of having been active in opposing the
authority of Congress, or having refused to act in support of
that authority, be, and shall be null and void.

That the respective Committees, and the supporters of
the American cause, ought to discourage the use of any op-
probrious language reflecting upon the late misbehaviour of
the aforesaid Insurgents, who, behaving in a peaceable man-
ner, ought to be treated with friendship and humanity, ten-
derness and moderation; as the Congress wishes to reclaim
rather than to punish.

Resolved, That the consideration of the Order of the
Day be postponed.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-mofl'Ow, again re-
solve itself into a Committee of the "Whole, to resume the
consideration of the Report on a plan Of form of Govwn-

".
.

ment.
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congre~s, Thursday, March 14,1776.
The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole, according to the Resolve of yesterday, and resumed
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the consideration of the Report on a plan or fonn of Govern-
ment.

After some time spent therein,
Major Cattell, from the~said Committee, delivered in a

partial Report, on a plan or form of Government in this Co-
lony, until an accommodation shall take place between
Great Britain and the British American Colonies.

And the said Report being read,
Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration to-

morrow.

Ordered, That Mr. President do prepare a draft of a
declaration of pardon and amnesty to the late Insurgents,
agreeable to the Resolution of this Congress. of yesterday.

Resolved, That the Committees for Georgetown and
Beaufort, respectively, be, and they are hereby, authorized
and empowered to purchase, and fit out, a prof\er Armed
Vessel at each of those ports, for the protection of the trade
and navigation thereof.

The Report of the Committee to point out the best mode
of encouraging the making of Saltpetre in this Colony,
being taken into consideration,

After some debate thereon, the Congress
Resolved, That Dr. David Ramsay be requested to su-

perintend the Publick Nitre Works in Charlestown, and to
direct the manufacturing of Nitre at the said Works. And
that the sum of five hundred Pounds be lodged in Dr. Ram-
say's hands, for the repairing of the said Works, and for the
carrying on the manufacture of Nitre thereat to the best ad-
vantage, to be by him accounted for.

That the said Works be open to all persons, who, for the
purpose of acquiring instruction, shall choose to visit them.
And that Dr. Ramsay be requested to publish, as soon as he
can, the most easy and simple method of manufacturing
Nitre; and that, ITom time to time, he also publish such fur-
ther improvements therein as he may experience.

That a person be appointed by every Parochial or Dis-
trict Committee, to receive all such good Nitre made in the
Colony as shall be offered to such person; and the said
Committees shall transmit the quantities so received to the
Council of Safety, who, after the Nitre now belonging to
the publick shall be made into Gunpowder, shall then be
authorized to exchange Gunpowder for Saltpetre, at the rate
of one pound of Gunpowder, manufactured at the Publick
Works, for one pound and a half of Nitre transmitted as
aforesaid. And where the owner of the Nitre shall not
choose such Powder in exchange, he may receive, in lieu
thereof, twenty Shillings, currency, the pound.

Ordered, That the Secretary do forthwith cause a num-
ber of copies of directions for an easy process in the making
of Saltpetre, sent by Mr. Lynch, from Philadelphia, to be
printed, and distributed amongst the Members, that they
may be properly dispersed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Friday, March 15,1776.

The yeas went forth. Yeas, 30; Nays, 40.

T 11 {For the yeas, Colonel Gadsden.e ers, For the nays, Colonel Pinckney.
So that it was detennined in the negative.
A motion was then made that the said Legislative Coun-

cil shall consist of twenty-one Members, eleven whereof to
be a quorum.

After some time spent in debate, the question was put,
and passed in the negative. .

On motion, That the said Council shall consist of seven-
teen Members, nine of them to be a quorum;

The question was put, and passed in the negative.
A motion was made, That the said Council shall consist

of fifteen Members, whereof nine to be a quorum.
And the question being put, it passed in the negative.
A motion was made, That the Members of the said Le-

gislative Council be chosen by ballot" ITom among the
Members of the General Assembly."

After some time spent in debate, the question being put,
resolved in the affirmative.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress,Saturday, March 16, 1776.
.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report of

the Committee of the 'Whole, on a plan or form of Govern-
ment.

And the third section of the said Report being read,
A motion was made, to strike out the word" President,"

and to insert instead thereof, the word" Q-overnour."
After some debate, the question was put, and passed in

the negative.
The fourth section of the said Report being read,
A motion was made for an amendment, by inserting, after

the words" by ballot," the words" from among themselves,
or the people at large."

The question being put, resolved in the affirmative.
The fifth section of the said Report being read,
A motion was made for an amendment, by inserting, after

the words" Legislative Council," "Provided always, That
no Officer in the Anny or Navy, in the service of the Con-
tinent, or of this Colony, shall be eligible."

After some time spent in debate, the question being put,
resolved in the affirmative.

The Congress then proceeded in the seventh section of
the Report, on a plan or fonn of Government.

A motion was made to amend the same, by striking out
the words" bills of supply," and inserting instead thereof,
the words" money bills."

After some debate, the question being put, resolved in the
affinnative. .

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congre~s, Sunday, March 17, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report

of the Committee of the Whole, on a plan or £Cnmof Go-
vernment.

The eleventh section of the said Report being read,
A motion was made to strike out the words" every

year," and to insert in lieu thereof the words" the same
days in every second year."

After some debate, the question being put, resolved in
the affirmative.

On motion, to agree with that part of the said eleventh
section which directs" that each Parish and District have
the same representation as at present ;"

A debate ensued; and the question being' put, resolved
in the affirmative.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
The Congress proceeded to take under consideration the

Report of the Committee of the Whole, on a plan or form
of Government in this Colony.

And proceeding in that clause of the first section of the
said Report, "That this Congress, being a full and free re-
presentation of the people, shall henceforth be called the
General Assembly of South-Carolina;"

A motion was made that the said clause be struck out.
After some debate, the question was put, and passed in

the negative.
On reading the clause, "That this Congress, as a Gene-

ral Assembly, shall continue as such, until the 20th day of
July next,"

A motion was made for an amendment, by striking out
the words '" 20th of July," and inserting in their stead, the
words" 21st of October."

And the question being put, resolved in the affirmative.
The second section of the said Report being read, In Congresii,Monday,March 18, 1776.

A motion was made that the words" Legislative Coun- The Congress met according to adjournment.

. cil," be struck out. And the Journal of yesterdaywas read.
A d~b.ateensued; and the question being put, the Con- Resolvef, That the Council of Safety be, and they are

gress dIvIded. hereby, empowered and directed to appoint a proper person
FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v. 38
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as Barrackmaster, whose duty it shall be to take care of the
Barracks, and to procure proper quarters and ,Barrack
necessaries for the Colony Troops and Militia.

The Congress resum~d the consideration of the Report
of the Committee of the Whole, on a plan or form of Go-
vernment.

Upon reading the last clause of the eleventh section, a
motion was made to amend the same, by inserting at the
end thereof the words" and construed to mean clear of
debt."

A debate arose; and the question being put, resolved in
the affirmative.

The thirteenth section being read,
A motion was made for an amendment, by inserting the

words" shall not be elected oftener than twice succes-
sively. "

A debate ensued; and the question being put, it passed
in the negative.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-monow.

In Congress, Tuesday, March 19, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.

The consideration of the Report of the Committee of the
Whole, on a plan or form of Government, was resumed.

After some progress made therein,
Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be post~

poned.

The Congress then proceeded to take into consideration
the Report of the Committee to inquire what quantity of
Salt is in the Colony. .

And the said Report being debated on, and gone through,
the following Resolutions were thereupon entered into:

'Whereas information hath been laid before the Congress,
that certain persons do monopolize the necessary article of
Salt, and demand an extravagant price for the same; and
also require specie in payment, to the detriment of the Con-
tinental and Colonial cunency:

The Congress do therefore Resolve, That no person do
hereafter presume to sell Salt for more than twenty-five Shil-
lings per bushel, exclusive of the expense of reasonable
freight or carriage to the distant parts of the Colony; and
that Mr. Joseph Kershaw, Mr. Loocock, Mr. Samuel Prio-
leau, Jun., Captain Maurice Simons, and Captain Samuel
Legare, for Charlestown; Mr. Daniel De Saussure and Mr.
Thomas Hughes, for Beaufort; and Mr. George Croft and
Mr. Anthony Bonneau, for Georgetown, be, and they are
hereby, appointed Commissioners, and empowered to inquire
after and buy up, out of the hands of individuals, all quan-
tities of Salt which such individuals may have more than
necessary for their respective families, and to dispose of the
same in small quantities, at the same rate; and that the
said CQmmissioners do also purchase all the Salt which may
be imported within six months.

That Colonel Laurens, Mr. Ferguson, the Rev. Mr. Ten-
nent, Mr. Edwards, and Mr. GiMes, be, and they are here-
by, appointed Commissioners to erect and superintend a
publick Salt Work, at or near CharZ.:stown; that Mr. Joseph
Allston, Captain William Allston, Mr. Benjamin Young,
Mr. Peter Simons, and Mr. Thomas Butler, be, and they
are in like manner, appointed Commissioners for a publick
Salt Work on the Northern Coast; and that Captain Tho-
mas Tucker, Mr. Daniel Jenkins, Mr. Joseph Pickling, Mr.
Jame.~ Clark, and Mr. James Fickling, be, and they are
hereby, appointed Commissioners, in like manner, for a pub-
lick Salt Work on the Southern Coast of this Colony; that
each Board of the said Commissioners, respectively, shall
have power to draw upon the Colony Treasury for any sum
not exceeding seven thousand Pounds, cunency, for defray-
ing the necessary expenses incurred by this service; and
that they shall sell the Salt, to be made at the said publick
Works, at the most reasonable rate.

Resolved, That all Continental Cunency, all cunency
issued by authority of the Congress of this Colony, and all
Tax Certificates, and other certificates and orders issued by
authority of the Commons House of Assembly, shall be,
and they are hereby, declared legal tenders in all payments
whatsoever withip this Colony.

The Congress then again resumed the consideration of
the Report on a plan or form of Government.

Upon reading the sixteenth section, a debate arose;
And a motion was made to a.mend the same by striking

out the words" there shall be a Chancellor, who," and in-
serting instead thereof the words" the Vice-President of
the Colony and the Privy Council, or the Vice-President
and a mlljority of the Privy Council for the time being."

The question being put, resolved in the affirmative.
A motion was made to amend that clause of the said

section respecting an Ordinary;
And the question being put, it passed in the negative.
A(ljourned to nine o'clock to-monow.

In CongreBs, Wednesday, March 20, 1776.

The Congress met. ,

And the Journal of yesterday was read.

Resolved, That one half of the established rates of Fer-
riage, for single persons and horses, is a sufficient allowance
for the transporting any number, more than three at a time,
of the Colony Forces or Militia, in times of alarm, over any
of the established Ferries in this Colony.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report of
the Committee of the Whole, on a plan or form of Govern-
ment. .

Upon reading the section relative to a Court of Ap-
peals,

A motion was made to disagree to the said section.
A debate arose; and the question being put, resolved in

the affirmative.
The nineteenth section of the said Report being read,
On motion for an amendment, by inserting the words

"that no persons selling liquors shall he put into the com-
mission of the Peace,"

A debate arose; and the previous question being put, ii
passed in the negative.

A motion was made to strike out of the same section the
words" that they [the Magistrates] shall not be entitled to
fees except on prosecutions for felony."

After some debate, the question was put, and passed in
the negative.

Upon reading the twenty-fifth section of the said Rc
port,

A motion was made to insert after the words" durin."
pleasure" the words" uutil otherwise directed by resolutio~
of the General Assembly and Legislative Council."

After some debate, the question being put, resolved in
the affirn1ative.

Ordered, That Mr. President, Major Cattell, Captain
~[oultrie, Captain Lynch, and Mr. SalvadoT, be a Com
mittee t6 consider, and report to-monow morning, what
salaries are proper to be allowed to the several publick Offi-
cers.

The Congress being informed of the anival of a Com-
mittee from North-Carolina to concert, with a Committee
of this Congress, a plan of measures for mutual defence
and assistance,

Ordered, That the present ME'mbers of the Council of
Safety, together with Colonel Gadsden, and all the other
Field-Officers of the several corps of regular Forces of this
Colony, be a Committee to confer with the Committee from
NrJrth-Carolina, and with them to concert a proper plan.

Colonel ChaTles Cotesworth Pinckney, fi'om the Com-
mittee to prepare proper Rules and Hegulations for the
government of the Navy of this Colony, delivered in a Re-
port.

And the said Report being read,
Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Thursday, March 21,1776.
The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.

An Act of the British Parliament, just received from
Georgia, declaring all seizures of the persons and property
of, and damages done to the American Colonists, before the
passing of the said Act, from Massachusetts~Bay to Geor-
gia inclusive, to be legal-and also declaring all the said



Colonies in actual rebellion, entitled" An Act to prohibit
all trade and intercourse with the Colonies of New-Hamp-
shire, ftilassachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New-
}'ork, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, the three lower Counties
on Delaware, ftilaryland, Virginia, North- Carolina, South-
Car()lina, and Georgia, during the continuance of the pre~
sent rebellion within the said Colonies respectively; for re-
pealing an Act, made in the fourteenth year of the reign of
his present Majesty, to discontinue the landing and dis-
charging, lading or shipping, of goods, wares, and merchan-
dise, at the Town and within the Harbour of Boston, in the
Province of the ~JUassachusetts-Bay; and also two other
Acts, made in the last session of Parliament, for restraining
the trade and commerce of the Colonies in the said Acts
respectively mentioned, and to enable any person or per-
sQns appointed and authorized by his Majesty to grant par-
dons, to issue Proclamations, in the cases and for the pur-
poses therein mentioned," -was read.

Resolved, That a copy of the said Act be immediately
despatched, and conveyed with all possible haste, to the
Continental Congress at Philadelphia; and that proper ex-
tracts from the said Act be forthwith made, printed, and pub-
lished here.

Resolved, That the Ship Port-Henderson, Henry Aitken
Master, now lying under the cannon of Fort-Johnston, and
bound for London, be forthwith seized, and brought up to
Charlestown under the care of the Prosper ship-of war; that,
upon the said Ship being brought up, the Cargo on board
be forthwith landed, and sold; and that, the said Cargo being
sold, the moneys arising £I'om such sale be lodged in the Co-
lony Treasury.

Ordered, That Mr. L()ocock be added to the Board of
Commissioners appointed to erect and superintend the in-
tended publick Salt Work at or near Charlestown.
.

Major Cattell, from the Committee to consider and report
what Salaries are proper to be allowed to the several publick
Officers, delivered in a Report.

And the said Report being taken into immediate consi-
deration,

A motion was made, to agree with that part thereof which
recommends a Secretary to be allowed the President and
Commander-in-Chief, with a salary of two thousand Pounds
a year.

After some debate, the question was put; and it passed
in the negative.

A motion was made, to agree with the Report in fixing
the salary of the President and Commander-in-Chief at ten
thousand Pounds a year.

After some time spent in debate, the question .was put;
the Congress divided.

The yeas Went forth: Yeas, 25; Nays, 27.

T II 5For the yeas, Captain Vanderh()rst.
e ers,

~For the nays, Mr. Salvador.
And it was determined in the negative.
A motion was made, that a yearly salary of nine thou-

sand Pounds be allowed the said President and Command-
er-in -C hief.

The question being put, resolved in the affirmative.
On motion, to agree with the Report that the Assistant

Judges be allowed a yearly salary of twenty-eight hundred
Pounds each,

A debate ensued; and the question being put, it passed
in the negative. .

A motion was then made, that a salary of two thousand
five hundred Pounds per annum be allowed to each of the
said Judges.

After some debate, the question was put; and it passed
in the negative.

On motion, to agree with the Report that a salmy of one
thousand Pounds a year be allowed to the Ordinary,

A debate arose; and the question being put, resolved in
the affirmative.

A motion was made, that a Judge of Admiralty be al-
lowed a salary of five hundred Pounds a year.

After some time spent in debate, the question was.put;
and it passed in. the negative.

The said Report being amended and agreed to,
Ordered, That the same be added to, and made the 34th

section of the Report of the Committee of the Whole on a
plan or fOlm of Government.
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Ordered, That Mr. Benjamin Eddings be added to the
Commissioners for erecting a publick Sa.lt Work on the
southern coast of this Colony.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Friday, March 22,1776.
The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
A Proposal of Mr. TVilliamBellamy, that he, with some

assistance from the publick, would undertake to erect and
complete a proper Mill, for making Paper, and cutting Files
at the same time, was presented, and read.

Ordered, That the said Proposal be referred to a Com-
mittee of the following gentlemen, viz: Mr. Kershaw, Mr.
Edwards, Mr. Loocock, the Reverend Mr. Tennent, and
Mr. William Bull; and that they do report thereon as SOOIr
as possible.

Resolved, That Colonel Powell, Colonel Fuller, Mr.
Loocock, Captain Sltubrick, Dr. Oliphant, Mr. Cannon,
and Mr. Brown, be, and they are hereby, appointed Com-
missioners for laying forthwith such obstructions to the navi-
gation of the channels over Charlestown Bar, and in the
Harbour, as they shall judge necessary to prevent the pas-
sage of Ships-of-W ar; and that the Council of Safety do
give every assistance to the said Commissioners, and cause
the necessary sums of money to be advanced for the carry-
ing on this service.

Colonel Powell, from the Committee to consider and re-
port the best means of erecting a Powder-Mill, and promo-
ting the making of Gunpowder in this Colony, delivered in
a Report.

And the said Report being considered, the Congress came
to the following Resolution:

Whereas lIenry Felder, Esq., having proposed to manu-
facture Sulphur and Nitre into Gunpowder: according to his
offer, it is

Resolved, That a proper quantity of Nitre and Sulphur,
. belonging to the publick, be put into the hands of the said.

Henry Felder, Esq., to be by him made up into Gunpow-
der, and delivered !nto the publick Magazine; that Mr.
Felder be allowed seven Shillings and six Pence currency
for each pound of Gunpowder by him so made up from such
materials, exclusive of the charge of carriage; and that, upon
his delivering a quantity of Gunpowder into the hands of
the publick Receiver, he be, from time to time; supplied with
an equal quantity of materials, to be in like manner made
up into Gunpowder.

Resolved, That the following Members of Congress be
immediately, at their own expense, summoned to attend the
publick service in Congress on or before the 26th instant,
viz: Peter Leger, Gabriel Capers, Elias Ball, Jun., Rich-
ard Walter, Benjamin Smith, John Izard, James Akin,
Charles Elliott, Robert Ladson, George IIa~g, William
Skirvi!!f{, Thomas Horry, Capers Boon

.

e, El£as Jlorry,
Jun., Theodore Gaillqrd, Jun., Thomas Tucker, Benjamin
Garden, Isaac ]}Iacpherson,John Gaillard, Philip Porcher,
Peter Sinckler, and Hezekiah ftilaham, Esquires.

And further Resolved, That, if any of the said Members
shall fail, without good and sufficient reason, of being present
in Congress as aforesaid, such absent Members shall be, at
their own expense, taken into custody.

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Treasury do
pay the forty Shillings per day allowed by Congress to Mem-
bers attending the publick service in Congress only by War-
rant from the President, specifying the. sum due to the
Member requiring payment, and that he hath leave of ab-
sence.

Colonel Laurens, £I'omthe Committee to confer with the
Committee from North-Carolina, and to concert a plan of
measures for mutual defence and assistance, delivered in a
Report.

And the said Report being read, and agreed to,
Resolved, That three hundred Men from Colonel Pow-

ell's Regiment, and two hundred from Colonel IIorry's,
(exclusive of the Militia on Waccamaw Neck,) nearest to
the North- Carolina boundary line, be drafted, and held in
readiness to mareh, on the shortest notice, when required,
to the assistance of that Colony.

That one thousand Men from the District of Salisbury
.
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should be drafted, and held in readiness to march, on the
shortest notice, when required, to the assistance of this Co-
lony.

.

And that all expenses attending Troops sent from one to
the relief of the other Colony, should be paid by the Colony
from which they are sent; and that, on stating a proper ac-
count between the two Colonies, the balance, in which one
shall be indebted to the other, shall be forthwith paid.

Ordered, That the Committee appointed on the 18th of
last month, to consider, among other things, of a proper divi-
sion of the Militia, and how the same may be rendered most
serviceable to the publick, do forthwith sit, and give in a
Report to-morrow.

Ordered, That Major Williamson, Colonel Gervais, Cap-
tain Williams, and Captain Winn, be added to the said
Committee.

Read a Letter received last night from the Council of
Safety of Georgia, dated 16th instant,* with the sundry Pa-
pers therein referred to, viz:

. SAVAWNAH,March 16, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Since ours of the 4th instant to you, we have neither
heard Ii'om you, nor have we wrote to you, except by Lieutenant-Colonel
JVells, upon a particular business, which, by your assistance, we hope he

will soon have effected.
Colonel Bull, with the detachment from YO\lr Province, arrived here

very seasonably on Sunday last, our own Militia having been so greatly
fatigued with marching, keeping out-guards, ambuscades, and watching,
that we were under the necessity of suffering a great part of them to go
home.

On the evening of the 3d instant, the chief of the vessels which es-
caped the fire, got up some small distance from the town, and lay under
cover of the armed schooner and sloop; and, towards the morning, they
sent express to Colonel ~1fclntosh, with the original of the enclosed copy
marked N$>. 1, by which wo were entrapped into a cessation, at the limA
when we should have done oursdves justice by destroying or taking all
the vessels, both warlike and mercantile, which it was in our power easily
to do with fire-ships, as they lay in the South River for near two days,
and most of them often aground. This mistake was occasioned by our
anxiety for the oafety !Lnd recovery of our captive friends, though, per-
haps, a very mistaken policy, for coercive measures might ha ve been more
successful.

We enelose to you copies of aU the letters which passed upon that
occasion, which will convey to you a full idea of the suhject. By them
you will find that they sued for peace. During this truce, when any of
oUr officers or men went near the shore where any of the vessels lay, (in
aU which the soldiery were distributed,) they were meanly obsequiouil.

On the 7th instant, while they were yet within our power in theBa~k
River, we found that they had affected to construe one of Colonel .tfe-
Intosh' 8 proposals into a consent that the merchant shipping should be
carried to Cockspnr; and, therefore, by way of explanation, and to make
a further demand of our prisoners, we sent the despatch marked No.2,
which was delivered as directed, about six o'clock at night. Immediately
after which, the whole of the marines, soldiers, and mariners, were set
to work, afill, after lahouring very hard, staving and throwing overboard
most of the rice, got out of the Back River, safe into 1:'h,c- Fathom Hole,
about two o'clock in the morning, and iu the course of two or three days
down to Cockspnr.

A few days ago, we sent dow.Jla boat, with some necessaries to our
ennfined friends j and by tbe r~turn, among a number of others, came
the originals of the copies we now enclose to you. Weare informed
that there are many olher letters in the packet, both for Carolina and
Georgia, which mllybe had by sending the hard money; and as we in-
tend sending down further s\lpplirs to-day, we shall send hard mORey
for all the letters. Those which shall appear to belong or appertain to
your Province, we will despatch to you.

By the tetters from tbe contracting victuallers, we learn that our ene-
mies have essayed to make this river a victualling and watering place for
the whole forces employed against .!lmerica; but, with respect to the
former, we are determined lit all ha~ards to disappoint them. All we have
to guard against is, the being surprised. A number of vessels and troops
may arrive below, and be tempted to attack the town at a time when it
may be most defenceless. To prevent this, it will be necessary to keep
a standing force; in doing which, we are in need of your assistance. If
you could spare u. about one hundred and fifty or two hundred men,
until our officers .shall get the battalion recruited, it would enable us,
with <Jrafts from our own people, to keep a force sufficient, with our natu-
ral advantages, to repel a formidable enemy.

. Weare much afraid that the enemy will use their exertions to ravage
your plantations bordering on our river. They have done it already, as
they were making their escape through the Back Rir.'er, by taking a
number of negroes belonging to Mr. JJfiddleton, Mrs. Cuthbert, and
others, and by taking the live stock, &c., from the plantations appertain-
ing to the friends of Jlmerica.

We have ordered a large boat to be fitted out for the purpose of guard-
ing the river. We have some reasons to believe that the transports, with
some of the vessels-of-war, are about sailing for Boston; and we are al-
most certain that the force now upon our coast will not attempt aught
against Charlesto7on; however, the officers below say that Sir Peter
]!arker sailed on the 5th of December, for .J1me,'ica with four forty-four-
gun ships, and five thousand soldiers, and that their destination, in par-
ticular, was against your Province.

Several of the King's officers and non-associate.s have taken sanctuary
.on board the King's ships; and we have six others, besides the two Cap-
tains, confined as hostages for the 'good trealmcnt and enlargement of
Messrs. Demc,'e, Roberts, and Rice. If necessary, we- shall trouble SODle

.d .o.ur sister Colonies with them.

No.1. Two Letters from Messrs. ])emere and Roberts
to Colonel McIntosh, dated on board the Channing Nancy,
3d and 4th ltlarch; Colonel McIntosh's Answer. Letter
from Messrs. Demere and Roberts, 4th March:

No. Q. Letter from Colonel McIntosh to Messrs. Demere
and Roberts. Letter fi'om Captain Barclay and Major
Grant, dated on board the Hinchinbrook, 6th 1~larch. Co-
lonel McIntosh's Letter to them, 5th 1}larch. Letter from
Mr. Demere to Colonel 2UcIntosh,dated Ilinchinbrook, 6th
March:

No.3. L8tter from the Council of Safety in GeorO'iato
Captain Barclay and Major Grant, dated Savannat 7th
~larch. LeJter from Captain BarclaY,J'tndMajor Grant to
Anthony Stokes, Esq., dated on board the Scarborough,
14th March:

No.4. Letter from the Council of Safety for Georgia
to Captain Barclay and Major Grant, dated Savannah, 16th
March. Cop

.

y of an intercepted Letter from James Taylor,
dated on board the Christie, at Cockspur, 14th 1}larch, to
lVIr.George lIoustoun. Copies of other intercepted Letters,

Captain Grant, of the armed schooner St. .Tohn, has, within a few
days past, arrived at Cocks/JUr, and gives an account that the American
fleet was seen off near Pro"idence, and that thereupon he took the pow-
der (amounting to two hundred and seventy barrels) on board, and went
out from the Island one way as the fleet came in on the 'other.

Six or seven large ships have been seen off St. Catherine's, from
whence they got a pilot; but whether it is ~ir Pete,- PaI'ker or our
friends, we are at a loss to conjecture. The King's ships below havo
taken the Georgia Packet, Captain George Bunner, with fOUf hundred
barrels of flour, and other artieles of provisions.

. Dy order of the Council of Safety:
WrLLHM EWEN, P,'esident.

To the Honourable the Congress or Council of Safety for South- Ca-
rolina.

ON BOARD THE CHARMING NANCY, ~Um'ch3, 1776.

GENTLF.MEN: In obedience to your command, we both came on this
vessel to demand Mr. Rice. We were ordered on board, and examined
by Captain Bm'l ley and Major Grant, who have both declared it was
never their intention to commit any act of hostility against this Province,
nor do they even now mean any, unless drawn on by you. 'fhe above
gentlemen have desired me to declare to you, that if any two of YOIlwill
c()me on board, you will have their faith and honour to return unmo-
lested j and you may be satisfied with what is above set forth.

We are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,
RAY~JO""D DE",ERx',
DANIEL ROBERTS.

[No. I.] ON BOARD THE CHARJJING NANCY, J!fm'clt 4, 1776.

GENTLE"'E : Imme,liately on our corning on board here, we wrote
you a ktter by return of the boat; but as we did not hear from you, and
the unfortunate scene tljat afterwarrls ensued, we apprehend the letter
has not reached you. We therefore beg leave to mention the purport
of it.

On our coming alongside, we were ordered on board, and examined by
Captain Bm'Hey and Major Grant, with regard to our ehand. After in-
forming them of this particular, we were confined to the cahin. The
above gent]emen have both declared, on their mutual faith and honour,
it was never their order or. intention to commit any act of hostility
against this Province, nor do they even now mean any, unless drawn
on by any fresh provocation from you. They have both desired us to
assure you, in the most solemn manner, that if any two gentlemen, such
as the inhabitants most confide in, will come on board, they may in-
form themselves of the truth of what hall been mentioned; and they
pledge themselves, as above, to grant them permission to return when
and where they please, unmolested. This, gentlemen, is the conver-
sation that has passed, and beg leave to submit it to your consider-
ation.

We further assure you, that we write without any constraint, or
being any way dictated to; and the genteel treatment we have both
received, encourage us to place the greatest confidence in their asser-
tions. We shall just add, tbat your deliberations on this matter may
be productive of the most important consequences. Mr. Rice is with
us, and treated very weU. ,

Weare, gentlemen, with respect and esteem, yours, &e,
RAY"'01fl' DF.Jn:RE',
DANIEL ROB£RTS.

To the Commanding Officer at Savannah.

Colonel McINTOSH'S Answer.

DEAR GENTLEMEN: I received your letters of yesterday and to-day,
and am authorized to teU y()U that, as you have been so shamefully
treated, contrary to the uniform practice of all eivili~ed people, we will
not risk the liberty of any more of our fellow-citizens, which they are
unanimously deteImined, at all events, to sell with their lives. The ma-
nreuvres of these gent1emen, their hostile appearance, with so many
armed vessels and troops, stealing in the night on board the ships of
those who have scandalously deserted a people by whom they got their
bread, in order to attack us, and their conduct with respect to you, evi-
dently show their design against an innocent, peaceable people. We
all earnest1y wish you among us again; hut are sure you wou1<l not
desire your freedom on any conditions di.honourable to your country. If
they will withdraw. their vessels and troops from annoying us, to Cock-
spur again, we auth.orize you to n,ceive any proposition they may make.

I am, &c.

To Mesilrs."'Raymond, Demere, and Roberts.
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viz: From John Simpson, in London, dated 23d December,
1775, to Mr. George Houstoun; from Robert Grant Sf Co.,
in London, to the same, of same date, with an extract of a .

Contract with the Commissionersof the Victualling-Office;
h. SAVANNAH RIVER, March 4,1776.

GENTLEMEN: We just this moment received yours, and are autho-
rized to.inform you that, from the circumstance of our letter of yesterday
not /leing answered, and your firing to-day, it was believed your inten-
tion was to treat his Majesty's sea and land forces in a hostile manner,
notwithstanding the declaration made in our letter; but as the proposal
made in your letter of this day intimates your disposition to act inof-
fenceably towards his Majesty's sea and land forces, if the vessels and
troops are carried to Cockspur without annoying you, we arc lluthorized
to assure you that, consistently with the declarations made, the troops
and vessels will be eondueted to Cock.pur immediately, without any act
of hostility on their part, if not attacked; and an express-boat is to be
sent to stop the firing below, not doubting but similar steps will be taken
by you. We therefore tlatter ourselves that you will pay due attentioH
to the above, as we have pledged our words, in consequence of the above
declaration, that every act of hostility will be refrained from I>y you.

We are, gentlemen, with regard and esteem, your most humble ser.
vants,

RAYMOND DEMERE',
DANIEL RoaERTS.

To Colonel McIntosh.

N. B. Captain Barkley has this moment despatched an express to the
Cherokee, to stop firing. \Ve beg the bearer may be permitted to re-
turn.

[No.2.] Colonel McbTOSH'S .Qn8wer.

DUR GENTLEMEN: In consequence of your letter of this evening, I
have given orders that not a single shot shall be fired at the ships and
troops, unless they show evident signs of hostility a~ainst the Province,
RJ!we act altogether upon the defensive. But we shall not relax in our
vigilance while they are hovering around us.

I am, &c., LACHLAN Mcl:~i'rOSH.

To Messrs. Demere and Roberts.

ON ROARD TilE HINCHINBROOK, March 6, 177ft

SIR: Your letter of the 5th March came to hand this morning, about
half an hour ago; and we must observe, that the gentlemen whose re-
lease you desire were aboard ship at the time that you signified tu Mr.
-Vemere that, if the vessels and troops were withdrawn to Cock-spur,
without annoying the people of the Provinee, these gentlemen were au-
thorized to receive any propositions that might be made. And, in a sub-
sequent letter, you intimated that there should be a cessation of hostili-
ties, and not a single shot fired unless we annoyed you. On this ground
we set out, and are resoh'ed religiouSly to observe the conditions men-
tioned. We will proceed to Cockspur without offence to the Province,
if we are not fired on, and are to ex pect the same punctual performance
of your engagements. But after our arrival at Cock.pur, (as we arc de-
tern1ined to act up to our declarations on coming here,) if you, any gen-
tleman, or gentlemen, properly authorized, will come down aud suggest a
plan that can accommodate all parties, by a release of the ships now at
Savannah, and their masters, we give you our word of honour that you,
or them, shall be perfectly safe, and return when they please, as this me-
thod seems most likely to bring matters to the issue that you wish for.
In the mean time, if hostilities commence, they must be imputed to the
people of Georgia, not to us, as we are determined to act up to the pro-
posal made to us.

As Mr. Demere is in a ship that has fallen down the Bacle- River, his
letter shall be conveyed to him, and his answer sent on shore. Weare,
sir, your most obedient, humble servants,

To Lachlan McIntosh, Esq.

ANDREW BARKLEY,

JAMES GRANT.

SAVANNAH, March 5,1776.

GENTLEMEN: When I authorized Messrs. Demere and Roberts, hy
my letter of yesterday, to inform you that orders were given for a cessa.
tion of arms on our side, we certainly expected you would consider it as
implied that those gentlemen, together with Mr. Rice, should be immedi.
ately released; for surely it must appear to every man that the detention
of our fellow-citizens is, to all intentii and purposes, a continuation of
hostilities on your side. I am now directed to acquaint you that the
people have waited with the utmost anxiety for the arrival of those gen-
tlemen all this day; and I am induced to think, from your professions of
a friendly disposition, that you will see how absolutely necessary it is to
make this step the groundwork of a further negotiation. J shall wait with
impatience for your answer, and hope our friends will be the messeugers
themselves, by ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.

I am, &c., LACHLAN MciNTOSH.

To Captain Barkley and Major Grant.

ON BOARD THE HINCHINBROOK, March 6, 1776.

DUR SIR: I wail this morning sen't for by Ca[Jtain Barkley and
Major Grant, who presented me with your letter of yesterday to 'them:
in answer to which, I must ohserve, that, when you authorized Mr. Ro.
berts and myself to declare to those gentlemen that a cessation of hostili.
ties should cease until the vessels got down to Cockspur, I did not
imagine it implied that we should have liberty to return. I therefore
particularly request you will do nothing till we reach Cockspur. By
that time you can consider what is hest to be done; and everything in
our power will be exerted to bring matters to some favourable issue.
With regard to Captains Inglis and 117ardell being detained, I most
earnestly wish they may be included with the other masters of veisels,
to have the liberty of sailing with their ships. I imagine Captain Bark-
ley and Major Grant will expect those gentlemen are entitled to the same
indulgence as the others; and as I am now very confident 110hostilities

from Roger Kel~all, in London, datMd 5th December, 1773;
and from the same, dated 22d December, to Kelsall and
Spalding, at Sunbury.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

are meant against the Province, the detention of those vessels may only
aggravate matters, and their enlargement may be productive of something
very agreeable in the event. I have just to eondude, with my usual es.
teem and regard, dear sir, your humble servant,

RAYMOND DEMERE'.
To Colonel ~[cIntosh.

P. S. I have just had intimation of some intrenchment being thrown
up at or near Mr. B"yan's Plantation. If so, I sincerely wish it may be
stopped, as it can answer no good purpose. I would rather suffer every
inconvenience from my confinement than any further hostilities should
be commenced; for I would, in that case, think myself partly the cause.

[No. 3.] SAVAN~'UH, IN THE COUNCIL OF SUETy,March 7,1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have been privy to several letters which have passed
to and from Colonel .jJfcIntosh, ]\fessrs. Dernere and Roberts, and your.
selves; and we find by yours that you consider that we consentell the
merchant shipping should go down to Cockspur, with the troops; where-
as the most cursory review of the letter which appertains to that matter,
will at once evidently show you, that the troops and armed vessels only
were meant; and we now declare to you, that none others were intended.
Indeed, a moment's retlection will further demonstrate this; for you and
all Great Britain know, that we have made, a!1d are yet pursuing, a
commercial opposition to the acts so much eomplajned of, and which
have roused this large Continent into arms.

We abhor the idea of infidelity, and have, therefore, forborne to avail
ourselves at the advantages which your situation, for several days past,
put in our power, until we should have an opportunity of having the
misapprehension explained. We will now forbear any virulent expre8'
sions, but we deem the detention of Messrs. Demere and Roberts a
breach of that good faith which the parent country has been so much
famed for keeping inviolate.

We knew the troops were on board the merchant shipping some hours
before they went, and, relying on the common faith of the civilized part
of the world, expected that you would have permitted them to return,
and have made what might pass between you and them the ground-
work of an explanation; and by that means have preve!lted any hostili-
ties.

In one of Colonel Jlfclntosh'8 letters to Messrs, Demere and Robe,'ts,
he aut.horizcd them, in case you should withdraw to Cockspllr, as hefore
we have explained, then to receive any propositions you might make;
but this never can be construed into an assent on our part to your detain~
ing them.

The merchant shipping, also, we consider as appertaining to this Pro-
vince, and, of course, under our cognizance; and the attempt to take them
away by force justified the opposition. The capture, also, of the vessel
with goods, we conceive, cannot be justified upon any principle what.
ever.

From these premises, gentlemen, you will readily conclude that we
expect two things: the one is, the return of our citizens, and the other the
withdrawing your troops from on board the merchant shipping, and car-
rying them and the armed vessels down only to COCksjJll1-. .

That you may not be deceived, we nolV make this declaration: \Ve eX-
pect a return of our citizens to the plaee from whence they were taken,
by twelve o'clock to-morrow, with your assurance, upon your honour, to
withdraw without any attempt to land in either Province, as soon a8
wind and tide shall permit; and in case you shan refuse or neglect com-
pliance, we shall consider either as a breach of t.he cessation you desired.
And we declare further, that your treatment of our three citizens, now in
your power, will he our criterion of conduct towards all those men who
now are, or may be in our power.

The laws of retaliation have suggested to us the propriety and expe-
diency of arresting and confining the King's officers; several of whom
we have accordingly taken and confined; but these men, upon the return
of our friends, and not hefore, shall be enlarged.

By order of the Council of :Safety:
WILLIAM EWEN, Pre8ident.

To Captain Barkley and Major Grant.

SCA.RBOROUGH,COCKSPUR, ~farch 14, 1776.

Sm : We are surprised and concerned that you and the other gentle-
men with you, should be confined hy the rulers of the people, now at
Savannah, as you had a right to protection from the parole that had
been given. It is equally unaccountahle that the Captains Inglis and
TYardell should be carried into confinement, and prevented fmm sailing
with their ships and cargoes, contrary to the faith that had been plighted
to them by the very powers which the people !It present acknowledge.
But as proposals have been made to us for the release of Messrs. Demere,
Roberts, and Rice, and that we wish to remove your distress'es and those

. of your fellow-sufferers, we authorize you to signify to such of the peo-
ple as take direction in these matters, that if you, Captain Powell, Co]o-
nel Tattnall, Coloncl.;}fllllryne, the two .lIfc Gilliv,-ays, Captain Inglis,
Captain TVm'dell, and an others that may be in confinement on this oc-
casion, are set at liberty, and that Lachlan .iWclnto8h, Samuel Elbert,
and Joseph Habersham, Esquires, or any others that you may conjoin
with them, engage themselves upon honour, by a writing under their
hands, for the future security of your persons, families, and properties,
whjJe you act a neutral part, and likewise the security of the persons,
family, and property of the Governour, gentlemen of the Council, and
other servants of the Crown, who may not be in confin,ment, and that
you, any, or all of you, shall be at liberty to quit the Province when you
or they think proper, and also that thc Captains Inglis and TVardell,
with other masters of vessels, who may incline to go to sea, shall imme.
diately be permitted so to do with their ships and' cargoes; then, and
in that CAse, you are authorized to assure the people or their leaders, that
we will release the Messrs. Dernere, Roherts, and Rice.

The conditions that only require men to be just to their own engage.
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In Congress, Saturday, March 23, 1776.
The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
Thomas Waring, duly elected and returned a Member of

Congress for the Parish of St. George, Dorchester, in the
room of William Sanders, Esq., deceased, attending, and
declaring that he was willing to serve,

Ordered, That Mr. Waring do take his seat accord-
ingly.

Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed yesterday
ments may easily be complied with. An immediate answer is required;

and we have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servants,
AYIJREW BARKLEY.
JAMES G,UNT.

To .!lnthony Stokes, Esq.

[No.4.] SAVANNAH, IN THE CoeNcn OF SAFETY, March 16,1776.

GENTLEMEN: As we have already plcdged our faith to release all the
King's officers, and others now in our custody, upon the enlargement of
011r captive friends, and we, holding it inviolate, are yet willing to per-
form our engagement. Should this exchange tah place, such of them
as choose to leave the Province may; and such as do not, may remain
upon their parole of honour to refrain from all eonnection with the
Xing's vessels and so]diery. And we do now dedare that we will nei-
ther make, or receive, any other terms.

By order of the Council of Safety:
WILLIAM EWEN, President.

To Captain Barkley and Major Grant.

The following are CoPies of Intercepted Letters.

COCKSI'UR, ON BOARD TItE CHRISTIE, ."Jfarch 14, 1776.

SIR: I have the opportunity of acquainting you of my misfortune of
being here; which is adding loss to Igss. I also have to acquaint you
of the disagreeable circumstance of Captain .!lndrew Lee having, by the
Commodore's orders, hove overboard some of your rice, and also have
some of it on board now, which he intends to take away, and put on
board some of the transports for Boston. But if in my power, I shall
stop it for two days, till I hear from you, which I beg may be as soen as
possible. I never intended being here, if it had b~en in my power to
have done otherwise; which would have been more pleasure to your
most humble servant, JAMES TAYLOR.

To George Holtstoun, Merchant in Savannah.

LONVON, December 23,1775.

DEAR SIR: I have been applied to by Messrs. Robert G,-ant & Co.,
Contractors to the Navy, for a proper person in your Province to supply
the King's ships with what provisions they may want when any of them
come your way. I therefore mentioned you, hoping it may be of some
adyantage to you. But should the executing of it be disagreeable, or
attended with any risk, you are at liberty to decline it; only, I should,
in that case, wish you to recommend some person who would undertake
it. Messrs. Robert Grant & Co. will write you themsclves upon the
subject.

I am, with esteem, dear sir, your most obedient servant,
Jon);" SIMPSON.

To George I/oustoltn.
LONDON, December 23, 1775.

SIR: By the recommendation of Mr. John Simj>son, (from whom we
enclose you a letter,) we have taken the liherty to send you a copy of a
"ontract with the Victualling-Board for supplying his Majesty's ships on
)'our station with provisions, in the name ofM r. Robert Grant, though
on our joint account. We beg you will make the necessary supplies
when demanded, and draw on us for your reimbursement; af the same
time transmit us the vouchers.

The usual commission we give on such transactions is five per cent.,
which we hope will be agreeable to you. We shall be much obliged to
you if you will, from time to time, advise us of the prices current with
you, as we have several contracts to the northward, which, problibly,
might be supplied with some articles from your place; and if any oppor-
tunity for Boston, advise Charles Lyell, Esq., or .1lexander Brymer, to
the same purpose. You will please observe, that we have nothing to do
with the Pursers' necessary bills, only to give them money for- them at
the cunent exchange, if they apply for it, without putting us to any loss
or expense whatever. You have form of a voucher enclosed.

We are, sir, yours, &c., ROBERT GRA.NT & Co.

To GeOl'ge Houstoun.

V ICTUA.LLING-OnICE, September 20, 1775.

GENTLEMEN: Having contracted with Mr. Robert Grant, of London,
merchant, for furnishing sea provisions to such of his Majesty's ships
and vessels as shall touch at Georgia, and be in want thereof, we de-
sire you will please to receive of him, or his agent, all such quantities of
sea provisions as you may be in wllnt of at the said place; and under-
neath is a copy of the contract made with the said gentlemen, for your
Information.

Weare, gentlemen, your most humble servants,
JAMES W ALLA.CE,
ROBERT PETT,
THOM"!S COLBY,
JONAS HANWAY.

To the Commanders of his Majesty's Ships and Vessels at Georgia.

Extracts from Mr. ROBERT GRANT'S Cont,'act.

And it is further agreed, that I am to furnish rice in lieu of half the
quantity of oatmeal that shall be demanded, after the rate of half a

for laying such obstructions to the navigation of the chan-
nels over Charleslown Bar, and in the harbour, as they shall
judge necessary, be, and_they are hereby, authorized and
required, to prepare proper Fire- Vessels, for the most effcc-
tual annoyance of any enemy that shall attempt to enter the
said harbour.

Ordered, That Captain Lempriere be added to the said
Commissioners.

Resolved, That all the Letters which have be()n put on
board the Ship Port-Henderson, be forthwith brought from'
pound of rice in lieu of a pint of oatmeal; and the quantity of rice that
shall appear by the vouchers to be supplied to his Majesty's ships shall
be paid for in the following manner, vi~: Thirty-two pounds of rice shall
be allowed to be equal, and shall be paid for at the sanae price as one
bushel of oatmeal.

And I do also oblige myself to deliver weekly to the Admiral, or Com-
mander-in-Chief of his Majesty's ships at Geo'-gia, or when the com-
manding officer for the time being shall require it, during the continu-
ance of this contract, an abstr;lct of all the provisions remaining in my
stores, and likewise an abstract of the several species and quantity of
provisions issued to each of his Majesty's ships every week at Georgia.

LONDON, December 5, 1775..

DEAR SIR: The act now before the House for prohibiting all trado
avd intercouse with the associated Provinces, will effectually prevent our
getting home any remittances from Georgia. All .!lmerican vessels are
to be seized after .Tanuary. All vessels found going to, or in, any of the
ports, are to be seized after the 1st of Mm'ch; and all property whatever
going to, returning from, or remaining in any of those ports after the 1st
June. This being the caso, you will readily see that it will be impracti-
cable to charter vessels frona hence to proceed to Georgia, load, and get
away before March. The only chance left of our shipping anything
will be from East-Florida; if, therefore, (and for this purpose nothing
must be left unessayed,) you can, by any means, collect arid lodge five
hundred barrels of rice on the F10l'ida side of St. Jlfm-y' 8, we shall not
only be able to throw a handsome sum into the hands of our correspon-
dents, to whom e owe it, and much more, but shall make a handsome
profit, and it is more than probable something extraordinary. As Tonyn
is no friend of ours, it is not prudent that you be seen in the conduct of
this matter. Make Mr. Egan acquainted with the plan, and let the whole
be conducted in his name in that country; and as, from your resolutions,
you are to have no intercourse with that Province, Egan'. name, and
none other there, must appear with you.

You can easily collect the rice, I am sure; and if you conduct the busi-
ness properly, it may be accomplished without the knowledge of an indi-
vidual in your Province to whom you do lIot communkate it. In fact,
as the scheme is feasible, pral;ticable, and may be very profitable, I am
come to the determination of chartering a small vessel, not to exceed
four hundred and fifty or five hundred barreJs of rice, and go out in her
to St. Mary's, East-F'lo,'ida, to sail from hence in thirty days from the
date hereof, and to load rice. D ut, for fear of the worst, it shall be in op-
tion to send her (in case only YOt,lfind the former plan impracticable) to
the T'Fest-Indies with lumber, so that, from this sl,,*,bof the matter, regu-
late and govern yourselves accordingly. A load of lumber you may
surely get. To prevent suspieion, I shall charter the vessel in Egan's
name, and only appear in the business as his agent.

I am extremely anxious to get out; and as this is tho only chanco I
shaH have, nothing will prevent my puUing it in execution; and as the
risk we run of a failure is by no means equal to the advantages we may
reap in case we succeed, you may depend upon what I now write.

The act recites, that so soon as any of the Provinces, or any part of
a Province, returns to its aHegiance, its trade shall-De restored, You
will therefore be best able to judge of the temper and disposition of our
Province, and by which you wiH take care to regulate your conduct. As
to purchasing of rice, (for, as you know, it is a perishable article,) we
ought not to meddle with moro than we have a prospect of getting off our
hands. If, on the other hand, you find an opening for anything, buy
largely-we owe money, and we must, we ought to pay it. I shaH at
this time say no more, than that you may once again, before you see me,
hear from me by the Packet to sail the 16th for Virginia, North and
Sonth- Carolina.

I am, &c., ROGER KnsALJO.

LONDON, December 22, 1775.

DEAR SIR: Above is a copy of what I wrote you via .!lngnstine,
since which I can only inform you that the before-mentioned law re-
ceived the Royal assent yesterday, and I have very good reason to sup-
pose will be transmitted to every Governour and Commander on the Con-
tinent. I would, notwithstanding, send you the act, but cannot procure
it; I refer you to Captain McKay, who will see it as soon as any per-
son in your Province, and, I dare say, will communicate its contents
most willingly. I cOl)firm what I before wrote to you, and you may ex-
pect to see me in the vessel, which I have already wrote you I would
charter. I shall put off her sailing as long as possible, yet think and
believe it will be in all the month of Jannary; therefore you will pur-
chase accordingly.' I hope you will exert yourself in this bllsiness, in
which case I have no doubt of success, and you may have and entertain
the most sanguine hopes of the greatest advantages from the result.
Rice will command, in all probability, twenty shillings per hllndred,
staves twenty pounds per thousand, and other things in proportion.
Upon the whole, exert yoqrselves, risksomethin~, and leave the rest to
fortune. But remember rice. This is the article we ought to ship, and
it is expected we shall do it. I say no more. As to my own ~airs, I
refer you, &c.

I am, dear Jame., yours,

To Messlfl..Kelsall and Spalding, Sunbnr:y.

True (fopies': EDWA.RD LANGWORTHY, Secretary.

R. K:~LSA.LL.
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thence, and lodged in the Constitutional Post-Office, and
there delivered to the several persons claiming; the claim-
ants opening the same in the office, to prevent misde-
livery.

Resolved, That Mr. Edwards, Captain Roo-er Smith,
Mr. Hall, Mr. Loocock, Mr Corbett, and Mr. Dupont, be,
and they are hereby, appointed Commissioners for unlading
and valuing the Cargo of the Ship Port-Henderson, and for
fixing a reasonable rate at which the said Cargo shall be
sold, for consumption or for sale, at a price not exceeding
the purchase and carriage, in small quantities, by retail; and
for employing proper persons to execute this service, allow-
ing such proper persons a reasonable compensation" for their
trouble.

Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed to purchase
Salt, do take, for the publick benefit, all such Salt as they
can find in the hands of private persons, as expressed in the
Resolve of the 19th instant, for the uses therein mentioned;
paying for the said Salt twenty-five Shillings per bushel,
and aHowing for each family from whom such Salt shan be
taken, sufficient for such family's use during six months.

Read a Letter from Edward Rutledge, Esq., one of the
Delegates from this Colony in the Continental Congress,
dated at Philadelphia, 1st March, 1776.

Resolved, That the Delegates of this Colony in the Con-
tinental Congress, or a majority of such of them as shall at
any time be present in the said Congress, or anyone of the
said Delegates, if no more than one shall be present, be, and
they and he are and is hereby, authorized and empowered,
for and in behalf of this Colony, to concert, agree to, and
execute, every measure which they or he, together with a
majority of the Continental Congress, shall judge necessary,
for the defence, security, interest, or welfare of this Colony
in particular, and of America in general.

Resolved, That Roger Smith, Thomas Savage, John
Matthews, John Huger, John Parker, Jacob ]}lotte, Elias
lIorry, Jun., Peter Leger~ and Alexander Moultrie, Esqs.,
be, and they are hereby, appointed Commissioners to stamp,
and any three of them to sign, the Bills or Certificates of the
larger denominations, from one hundred Pounds down to fif-
teen Poun.ds; which Bills shall also be countersigned by any
one of the Commissioners of the Treasury. And that John
Deas, John Scott, Sen., John it'F Call, Sen., Joshua Ward,
Samuel Priokau, Jun., James Fisher, John Webb, William
Doughty, Alexander Inglis, William Greenwood, Samuel
Legare, Nathaniel Russell, Thomas Jones, Peter Fayssoux,
and Thoma4l Waring, Esqs., be, and they are hereby, ap-
pointed Commissioners, with all possible despatch, to have
printed, and any two of them to sign, the Bills of smaller
denominations, from three Pounds down to one Shilling and
three Pence, voted on the 6th instant to be issued. And
when stamped, printed, signed, and numbered as aforesaid,
that they, from time to time, deliver all the said Bills into
the hands of the Commissioners of the Colony Treasury.

The Report of the Committee to whom were referred the
Petitions of Jo.~eph Buffington and William Wofford, Esqs.,
being taken into consideration, and amended, the Congress
came to the following Resolutions thereupon:

Whereas it appears, that the fifty acres of Land upon
which Iron Works are to be erected by Joseph Bu.ffington,
are not his, but the property of T¥illiam Wofford, Esq., or
others; and that there is an encumbrance upon the said
Works already begun 2 and that the carrying on the said
Works will be a publick benefit:

Therefore, Resolved, That the said encumbrance, being
two thousand three hundred and eighty-one Pounds eight
Shillings and ten Pence half-Penny, due to the Honourable
William Henry Drayton, be paid; and that the sum of four
thousand Pounds be lent, for the carrying on and comple-
ting the said'Works, upon the following terms, viz: That
when the said William Wofford, arothers having legal right
so to do, shall have made, to the said Joseph Buffington,
good and sufficient title, in fee simple, to the. said fifty acres
of Land; saving to the said TVilliam Wofford, his heirs and
assigns, that on no part of the said fifty acres of Land shall
any Grist or Flour Mill, to work by water, be erected, and
that the water shall not be stopped to the detriment of the

, said William Wofford, his heirs and assigns; and the said
Joseph Buffington shall then have made to John Neufville,

William Gibbes, and Peter Bacot, Esqs., in t~ust for the
publick, good and sufficient titles in fee simple, and also
titles in like manner to one thousand acres of Land, with
timber for fuel contiguous thereto; and Mr. Drayton shall
have transferred to the said John Neufville~ William GiMes,
and Peter Bacot, Esqs., for the use of the publick, all such
securities as he may have for the payment to him of the
said encumbrance; then the said sum of two thousand three
hundred and eighty-one Pounds eight Shillings and ten
Pence half-Penny, shall, by the Commissioners of the Trea-
sury, be paid to Mr. Drayton; and the said Commission-
ers shall also then pay into the hands of Colonel John Tho-
mas, Captain James Williams, and Mr. John Prina, the
said sum of four thousand Pounds, to be by them expended
and laid out, as Commissioners for erecting and completing
the said Warks. And that, if the said sum of six thousand
three hundred and eighty-one Pounds eight Shillings and
ten Pence half-Penny, shall not, by the said Joseph Buf-
fington, his heirs or assigns, be repaid to the Commissioners
of the Treasury for the time being, within four years next
ensuing, then the said Lands, with all the improvements there-
on, shall be sold, and the publick reimbursed the said six
thousand three hundred and eighty-one Pounds eight Shil-
lings and ten Pence half-Penny, of the money arising from
the sale; and the overplus, if any, be paid to the said Jo-
seph Buffington, his heirsor assigns.,

And whereas the establishment of another Iron 'Work
will also be of publick utility:

Therefore, Resolved, That the sum of three thousand
Pounds for that pmpose, be granted to TfliJUamWofford,
upon his giving full and sufficient security for t1]erepayment
of the same, within four years, to the Commissioners of the
Treasury for the time being. Provided, nevertheless, That
the said sum of three thousand Pounds shall not be lent to
the said Tf'illiam Wofford until he shan have made, or
caused to be made, good titles as aforesai(LtPthe said Joseph
Buffington, to the said fifty acres of Land. And also,

ft is hereby declared, that the two Iron \Vorks above
specified, shall not be entitled to receive the Premiums al~
ready declared for the encouragement of Iron Works.

Mr. Edwards, from the Committee to whom the Propo-
sal of Mr. William Bellamy was referred, delivered in a
Report.

And the said Report being taken into immediate conside-
ration,

Resolved, That the sum of three thousand Pounds, cur-
rency, be advanced to the said WilHam Bellamy, o.ut of the
Colony Treasury, on loan, for the term of five years, free of
interest, in consideration, and for the express purpose, of his
forthwith erecting a proper Mill for making Paper and cut-
ting Files, in as great perfection as in any part of Europe:
he, the said Bellamy, giving undeniable security to John
Netifville, TVilliam GiMes, and Peter Bacot, Esqs., Com-
missioners of the Colony Treasury, for the performance
thereof, and for repayment of the said sum into the said
Treasury, by the expiration of the said term of five ycars.

On motion, that this Congress do now proceed to choose
another Captain for the Second Regiment of Riflemen, in
the room of Captain Richardson, resigned,

Resolved, That the said appointment be referred and
left to the Council of Safety.

Resolved, That Thoma$ Lynch, Jun., Esq., on account
of the alarming ill state of health of his father, one of the
De]egates from this Colony, at Philadelphia, have leave'
of absence.

Resolved, That another Delegate to represent this Colo-
ny in the Continental Congress, be forthwith chosen by this
Congress, by ballot, in addition to, and with as full powers,
in all respects, as the Delegates already chosen have, and
are invested with.

The Congress then proceeded to ballot for the said De]e-
gate,

And Thomas Lyru;h, Jun., Esq., appeared to be, and was
declared, duly elected.

Resolved, That Thomas Eynd;, Jun., Esq., be, and he
is hereby, appointed a sixth Delegate from this Colony, to
represent the same in the Continental Congress.

Colonel Powell, &onithe Committee tp consider of a pro-
per division of the country Militia, delivered in a Report.
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And the said Report being taken into consideration imme-
diately, amended, and agreed to,

It was Resolved, That the Regiment of Militia, com-
manded by Colonel Richard Richardson, be, in the follow-
ing manner, divided into four Battalions; each under a
Lieutenant-Colonel and Major, resident in the District, and
the whole under the command of Colonel Richardson, viz:
That ~art of the said Regiment lying eastward of Santee
and Uateree Rivers, into two Battalions, to be divided by
Rafting-Creek, from the mouth and north branch thereof
up to its source, and thence, by a line due east, to Lynch's
Creek; and the other part of the said Regiment, lying west-
ward of Wateree-River, into two other Battalions, to be
divided by Wateree-Creek, and the south branch thereof up
to its source, then down Jackson's Creek to the mouth, and
to Shyra's Ferry, on Broad-River. And that the Fork
be'tween Saludy and Broad Rivers be divided into three
Regiments, according to the division of Districts by the Re-
solve of Congress of the 9th of February last, one Regi-
ment in each of the said Districts.

Resolved, That Thomas Lynch, Sen., Esq., one of the
Delegates of this Colony in the Continental Congress, on
account of his ill state of health, have leave to return to
this Colony, if he shall think it necessary.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Sunday, March 24,1776.

The ConQTessmet.
And the journal of yesterday was read.
Mr. John Rutledge, from the Committee to prepare a

plan or form of Government, in addition to their former par-
tial Report, made a further Report.

. And the said further Report being taken into immediate
consideration, and amended, and the whole Report being
gone through,

Ordered, That the same be forthwith fairly engrossed
upon royal paper, and laid before the Congress.

Resolved, That Gabriel Manigault, Thomas Smith, John
Scott, Senior, Samuel Prioleau, Senior, Lionel Chalmers,
Esqs., and Messrs. Be~amin Baker, Richard lYloncrieif,
Thomas Young, and Uzlliam Banbury, be, and they are
hereby, appointed Commissioners, they, or any five of them,
to appraise and value the Houses in Charlestown, in order
that if, during the present unnatural civil war, any of those
Houses should be damaged or destroyed, and any recom-
pense should hereafter be thought proper to be made, such
owners of them as shall be in readiness, by arms, to defend
Charlest()wn, and "Widows and Orphans, may be recom-
pensed accordingly. And that the said Commissioners, or
a majority Qf them, as aforesaid, shall, upon oath, and, as
soon as possible, make return of the said appraisement, to-
gether with the names of the proprietors, or inhabitants, of
the Houses respectively that are abandoned.

"Resolved, That the same allowanceas has been hereto-
fore granted to the Delegates of this Colony, be given to
the Delegates now representing, and to represent, this Co-
lony in the Continental Congress. -

Resolved, That the thanks of this Congress be forthwith,
by Mr. President, presented, by letter, to Colonel Rich,ard
Richardson, for the very important and signal senrices he
has rcndered to his country, and to the common cause, by
putting a stop to the late dangerous and alarming insurrec-
tion, which the enemies of America had excited in the inte-
rior parts of the Colony; desiring the Colonel to signify the
thanks of this Congress also to the officers and men who
were under his command upon that expedition.

Resolved, also, That the thanks of this Congress be re-
turned to Major Andrew Williamson, for his important ser-
vices on the same occasion.

And Major "Williamson being present in Congress, re-
ceived thanks accordingly.

Resolved, That Mr. President be desired to transmit the
thanks of this Congress to Major James lYlayson, for his
services upon the late expedition under Colonel Richard-
son.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Congress be returned
to Stephen Bull, Esq., of Sheldon, Colonel of the Granville
County Regiment of Militia, for his important services in the
command of the Colony Forces in Savannah; and that he

be desired to signify their thanks to the officers and men
then under his command.

,And thanks were accordingly returned to Colonel Bull.
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow.

In Congress, Monday, Mllrch 25,1776.

The Congress met.
And the J oumal of yesterday was read.
The Report of the Committee to prepare proper Rules

and Articles for the government of the Navy of this Colony,
being taken into consideration,

The said Rules were amended, and agreed to.
Ordered, That the Secretary do forthwith cause a proper

number of copiesof the said Rules and Articles to be printed,
for the use of the Navy of this Colony.

Resolved, That every Officer who actually keeps a Ser-
vant, and does not take a Soldier fromthe Regiment to wait
on him, shall be allowed a ration of Provision for such Ser-
vant per day.

Ordered, That Captain Williams, Captain U7inn, Mr.
Loocock, Mr. Prince, Colonel JYoiford, and Mr. Beard,
be a Committee to consider and report proper places in the
interior parts of the Colony, at which the election of Mem-
bers of Congress, or of the General Assembly, should be
held, where such places are not already appointed, or where
those already appointed may be improper or inconvenient;
and also, of proper persons to attend and receive the votes
of the electors.

Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morr.ow.

In Congress, Tuesday, March 26, 1776.

The Congress met.
And the Journal of yesterday was read.
The Committee to whom the Petition of David Duncan

was referred, reported, that they had, to the satisfaction of
both parties, settled the dispute between him and Mrs. Lin-
gard.

The engrossed copy of " A Constitution, or form of Go-
vernment," being laid before the Congress,

Ordered, That Colonel C. C. Pinckney and Mr. Salva-
dor be a Committee to examine and compare the same with
the rough draft thereof.

George King, Esq., was returned duly elected on the 6th
instant, as a ReEresentative for the Parish of St. Matthew,
in the room of Tacitus Gaillard, Esquire, who had declined
servmg.

On motion, to establish a proper rank between the Officers
of the Land and Sea Forces of this Colony:

Whereas it is expedient for the publick service, that a
proper rank should be established between the Officers in
the Navy and the Officers in the Land Forces of this Co-
lony:

Therefore, it is Resolved, That rankbe establishedin the
following manner:.

The Captain of a Ship, or Frigate, of not less than twenty
guns, all not less than nine-pounders, of three years' stand-
ing, to rank with a Colonel.

The Captain of a Ship, or Frigate, as aforesaid, of less
than three years' standing, to rank with a Lieutenant-Co-
lonel.

The Captain of a Ship that does not carry twenty guns,
all not less than nine-pounders, to rank with a Major.

The Master or Commander of a Snow or Bricrantine,
Schooner or Sloop, each carrying not less than fifty ~en, to
rank with a Captain of Foot. And

Lieutenants in the Navy, to rank with Lieutenants of
Foot.

Colonel C. C. Pinckney reported, that he, with Mr. Sal-
vador, had carefullyexamined the engrossedcopy of the
Constitution or form of Government, and that they found it
correct.

Ordered, That the followingTitle be prefixed to the said
engrossed copy:

" South- Carolina.

" In a Congress, begnn and holden at Charletown, on wed-
nesday, the first day of November, one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-five, and continued, by divers ad-
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journments, to Tuesday, the twenty-sixth day of ]}farch, plaints at the foot of the throne, and humbly implored theIr-
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six." Sovereign, that his royal authQrity and interposition might

"A Constitution, or form of Government, agreed to and be used for their relief from the grievances occasioned by
resolved upon by the Representatives of South-Caro- those statutes, and assured his Majesty, that harmony be-
lina." tween Great Britain and America, ardently desired by the
Resolved, That Michael Kalteisen, Esq., while he con- lat!er" would be the~eby immediate~y;estored" an? that the

tinues to discharge the duties of Commissary of Military C?Iomsts confi~ed m the magnammlty and JustIce of t~e
Stores for the Regular Forces, be allowed a pay of forty Shil- Kmg and ParhaJ!Ient for redress of the ma.ny other gne-
lings per day for that service vances under whICh they laboured. And whereas, these
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the American coast. And whereas, large Fleets and Armies
Resol~ed, That Fort Royal, ~bout eIghteen ~Iles abo,:e having been sent to America, in order to enforce the execu-

Fort Ch~rlotte, on Savanna~ Rwer, on the frontl,ers of thIs tion of those laws, and to compel an absolute and implicit
~olo~y, IS ~dval1tageously slt~ated for, the S~CUflty of the submission to the will of a corrupt and despotick Adminis-
mhabltants, m case of an !ndzan ,w~r, mther wIth ~he Cree~s tration, and in consequence thereof, hostilities having been
or Ch~rokees. Th~t MaJOr Wtlllam~on, Captam !3Olvte, commenced in the lUassachusetts-Bay, by the Troops under
Captam Andrew Ptckens, Adam Cram Jones, EsqUIre,and command of General Gage, whereby a number of peace-
~r. ,RaplRY, be, and th~y, are hereby, apP?inted Co~- able, helpless, and unarmed people, were wantonly robbed
m]SSIOners,they, or a majOflty of them, to VJCWth~ saId and murdered; and there being just reason to apprehend
Fort, and to report, upon oath, at the next meetmg of that like hostilities would be committed in all the other Co-
Congress or, ~ene~1 Assembly, the state thereof, the ex- lonies, the Colonists were therefore driven to the necessity of
pense of bUlldmg It, and the damage done to the owner of taking up arms to repel force by force, and to defend them-
the land. selves and their properties against lawless invasions and

Resolved, That the Paymaster to the two Regiments of depredations. Nevertheless, the Delegates of the said Co-
Riflemen, be allowed a daily pay of three Pounds ten lonies, assembled in another Congress at Philadelphia,
Shillings. anxious to procure a reconciliation with Great Britain upon

Ordered, That the engrossed copy of the Constitution or j~st and constitutional pri~ciples, su~plicated ~is ~ajesty t.o
form of Government, with the Title prefixed, be now read. dl~ect some ~ode ?y wh1c~ the _ um~ed apphcatlons of hIs

And the same being read is as follows: faIthful Colomsts mIght be Improved mto a happy and per-
C' h C [ ,' manent reconciliation; that, in the mean time, measures
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A Constztutwn, or form of Government, agreed to, and cuted with unremitted violence' and the Governours and

resolved upon, by the Representatives of SOUTH-CARO- others bearing the Royal commi~sion in the Colonies, h~ving
LINA. broken the most solemn promises and engagements, and
Whereas the British Parliament, claiming of late years a violated every obligation of honour, justice, and humanity,

right to bind the North-American Colonies by law, in all have caused the persons of divers good people to be seized
cases whatsoever, have enacted statutes for raising a revenue and imprisoned, and their properties to be forcibly taken and
in those Colonies, and disposing of such revenue as they detained, or destroyed, without any crime or forfeiture; ex-
thought proper, without the consent, and against the will of cited domestick insurrections; proclaimed freedom to servants
the Colonists. .And whereas, it appearing to them, that and slaves; enticed or stolen them from, and armed them
(they not being represented in ParJiament) such claim was against their masters; instigated and encouraged the Indian
altogether unconstitutional; and, if admitted, ,vould at once nations to war against the Colonies; dispensed with the law
reduce them from the rank of freemen to a state of the most of the land, and substituted the law-martial in its stead;
abject slavery; the said Colonies, therefore," severally re- killed many of the Colonists; burned several towns, and
monstrated against the passing, and petitioned for the repeal threatened to burn the rest; and daily endeavour, by a con-
of those acts-but in vain. And whereas the said claim duct which has sullied the British arms, and would disgrace
being persisted in, other unconstitutional and oppressive sta- even savage nations, to effect the ruin and destruction of the
tutes have been since enacted, by which the powers of the Colonies, And whereas a statute hath been lately ,Passed,
Admiralty Courts in the Colonies are extended beyond their whereby, under pretence that the said Colonies are m open
ancient limits, and jurisdiction is given to such Courts in rebellion, all trade and commerce whatsoever with them is
cases similar to those which in Great Britain are triable by prohibited; vessels belonging to their inhabitants trading in,
jury-persons are liable to be sent to, and tried in, Great Bri- to, or from, the said Colonies, with the cargoes and effects
tain, for an offence created and made capital by one of those on board such vessels, are made lawful prize, and the mas-
statutes, though committed in the Colonies; the Harbour of ters and crews of such vessels are subjected, by force, to
Boston was blocked up; people indicted for murder in the act on board the King's ships, against their country and
Massachusetts-Bay, may, at the will of the Governour,besent dearest friends; and all seizures and detention, or destruc-
for trial to any other Colony, or even to Great Britain; the tion of the persons and properties of the Colonists, which
chartered Constitution of Government in that Colony is ma- have at any time been made, or committed, for withstanding
terially altered; the English Laws, and a free Government, or suppressing the said pretended rebellion, and which shall
to which the inhabitants of Quebeck were entitled by the be made in pursuance of the said act, or for the service of
King's Royal Proclamation, are abolished, and French Laws the publick, are justified; and persons suing for damages in
are restored; the Roman Catholick Religion (although before such cases, are, on failing in their suits, subjected to pay-
tolerated and freely exercised there) and an absolute Go- ment of very heavy expenses. And whereas, large rein-
vernment are established in that Province, and its limits forcements 0,£ troops and ships have been ordered, and are
extended through a vast tract of country, so as to border on daily expected in America, for carrying on war against each
the free Protestant English settlements, with design of using of the United Colonies, by the most vigorous exertions.
a ~hole J?eople, di~ering in r~ligious p~inciples from the And whereas, in conseq~ence of a plan recommended by
nCJghbourmg Colomes, and subject to arbitrary power, as fit the Governours, and wInch seems to have .been concerted
instruments to overawe and subdue the Colonie~. And where- between them and their Ministerial masters, to withdraw the
as the Delegates of all the Colonies on this Continent, from usual officers, and thereby loosen the bands of Government
Nova-Scutia to Georgia, assembled in a General Congress and create anarchy and confusion in the Colonies, Lord
at Philadelphia, in the most dutiful manner, laid their com- William Campbell, late Governour, on the 15th day of Sep-
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tember last, dissolved the General Assembly of this Colony,
and no other hath since been called, although, by law, the
sitting and holding of General Assemblies, cannot be inter-
mitted above six months; and having used his utmost efforts
to destroy the lives, liberties, and propArties of the good
people here, whom, by the duty of his station, he was bound
to protect, withdrew himself from the Colony, and carned
off the Great Seal and the Royal Instructions to GQvernours.
And whereas the Judges of the Courts of Law here have
refused to exercise their respective functions",so that it is be-
come indispensably necessary that, duriT!g the present situa-
tion of American affairs, and until an accommodation of the
unhappy differences between Great Britain and Am£rica
can be obtained, (an event which, though traduced and
treated as Rebels, we still earnestly desire,) some mode
should be established by common consent, and for the good
of the people-the origin and end of all Government-for
regulating the internal po]ity of this Colony, the Congress
being vested with powers competent for the purpose, and,
having fully deliberated touching the premises, do therefore
Resolve,

I. That this Congress, being a full and free representa-
tion of the people of this Colony, shall henceforth be deem-
ed and called the .General Assembly of Sou.th-Carolina,
and as s1,lch shall continue until the 21st day of October
next, and no longer.

II. That the General Assembly shall, out of their own
body, elect by ballot a Legislative Council, to consist of
thirteen Members, seven of whom shall be a quorum, and to
continue for the same time as the General Assembly.

III. That the General Assembly and the said Legislative
Council shall jointly choose by ballot, from among them-
selves or from the people at large, a President and Com-
mander-in-Chief, and a Vice-President of the Colony.

IV. That a Member of the GenE)I'al Assembly, being
chosen and acting as President and Commander-in-Chief, or
Vice-President, o~:one of the Legislative Council, shall va-
cate his seat in the General Assembly, and another person
shall be elected in his room; and if one of the Legislative
Council is chosen President and Commander-in-Chief, or
Vice-President, he shall lose his seat, and another person
shall be elected in his stead.

V. That there be a Privy Council, whereof the Vice-
President of the Colony shall of course be a Member, and
President of the Privy Council ; and that six other mem-
bers be chosen by ballot-three by the General Assembly,
and three by the Legislative Council: Provided always,
That no Officer of the Army or Navy, in the service of the
Continent or of this Colony, shall be eligible; and a Mem-
ber of the General Assembly or of the Legislative. Council,
being chosen of the Privy Council, shall not thereby lose
his seat in the General Assenibly or Legislative Council,
unless he be elected Vice-President of the Colony; in which
case he shall; and another person shall be chosen in his stead.
The Privy Council, of which four to be a quorum, to ad-
vise the President and Commander-in-Chief when required;
but be shall not be bound to consult them, unless in cases
after-mention ed.

VI. That the qualifications of the President and Com-
mander-in-Chief, and Vice-President of the Colony, and
Members of the Legislative and Privy Council, shall be the
same as of Members of General Assembly; and, On being
elected, they shall take an oath of qualification in the Gene-
ral Assembly.

VII. That the Legislative authority be vested in the Pre-
sident and Commander-in-Chief, the General Assembly, and
Legislative Council. All money Bills, for the support of
Government, shall originate in the General Assembly, and
shall not be altered or amended by the Legislative Council,
but may be r~jected by them; all other Bills and Ordi-
nances may take rise in the General Assembly or Legisla-
tive Council, and be altered, amended, or rejected by either.
Bills having passed the. General Assembly and Legislative
Council may be assented to or r~jected by the President
and Commander-in-Chief; having received his assent, they
shall have all the force and validity of an Act of General
Assembly of this Colony; and the General Assembly and
Legis]ative Council, respectively, shall enjoy all other pri-
yileges which have at any time been claimed or exercised by
1JJeCommons House of Assembly ; but the Legislative Coun-
cil.shall have no power of expelling their own Members.

VIII. That the General Assembly and Legislative Coun-
cil may adjourn thelTIselves respectively; and the Presi-
dent and Commander-in-Chief shall have no power to ad-
journ, prorogue, or dissolve them; but may, if necessary,
call them before the time to which they shall stand ad-
journed; and where a Bill has been rejected, it may, on a
meeting after an adjournment (for not less than three days)
of the General Assembly and Legislative Council, be brought
III agam.

IX. That the General Assembly and the Legislative
Council shall each choose their respective Speakers and
their own Officers without control.

X. That if any Member of the General Assembly, or
of the Legislative Council, shall accept any place of emolu-
ment, or any commission, except in the Militia, he shall
vacate his seat, and there shall thereupon be a new elec-
tion; but he shall not be disqualified from serving upon
being re-elected.

XI. That on the last Monday in October next, and the
day following, and on the same days of every second year
thereafter, Members of the General Assembly shall be
chosen to meet on the first Jtlonday in December then next,
and continue for two years from the said last Monday in
October; the General Assembly to consist of the same
number of Members as this Congress does, each Parish
and District having the same representation as at present,
VIZ:

The Parishes of St. Philip and St. Miclwel, Charles-
town, thirty Members.

The Parish of Christ- Church, six Members.
The Parish of St. John, in Berkky County, six Mem-

bers.
.

The Parish of St. Andrew, six Members.
The Parish of St. George, Dorchester, six Members.
The Parish. of St. James, Goose-Creek, six Members.
The Parish of St. Tlwmas and St. Dennis, six Mem-

bers.
The Parish of St. Paul, six Members.
The Parish of St. Bartholomew, SIXMembers.
The Parish of St. Helena, six Members.
The Parish of St. James, Santee, six Members.
The Parish of Prince George, TVinyah, six Members.
The Parish of Prince Frederick, six Members.
The Parish of St. John, in Colleton County, six Mem-

bers.
The Parish of St. Peter, six Members.
The Parish of Prince William, six Members.
The Parish of St. Stephen, six Members.
The District to the eastward of Wateree River, ten

Members.
The District of Ninety-Six, ten Members.
The District of Saxe-Gotha, six Members.
The District between Broad and Saludy Rivers, in three

divisions, viz:
The Lower District, four Members; the Little River

District, four Members; the Upper or Spartan District,
four Members.

The District between Broad and Catawba Rivers, ten
Members.

The District called the New-Acqu.isition, ten Members.
The Parish of St. Matthew, six Members.
The Parish of St. David, six Members.
The District between Savannah River and the North

Fork of Edisto, six Members.
And the election of the said Members shall be conducted,

as near as may be, agreeable to the directions of the Elec-
tion Act; and where there are no Church.es or Church:-
wardens in a District or Parish, the General Assembly, at
some convenient time before their expiration, shall appoint
places of election, and persons to receive votes and make
returns. The qualification of Electors shall be the same as
required by law; but persons having property which, ac-
cording to the rate of the last preceding tax, is taxable at
the sums mentioned in the Election Act, shall be entitled
to vote, though it was not actually taxed, having the other
qualifications mentioned in that Act. Electors shall take
an oath ?f qu~lification, if required by the retuming officer;
the quahficatlon of the elected to be the same as men-
tioned in the Election Act, and construed to mean clear of
debt.

XU. That if any Parish or District neglects or refuses to
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elect Members, or if the Members chosen do not meet in
General Assembly, those who do meet shall have the pow-
ers of the General Assembly; not less than forty-nine Mem-
bers shall make a House to do business; but the Speaker
or any seven Members may adjourn from day to day.

XUI. That as soon as may be after the first meeting of
the General Assembly, the President and Commander-in-
Chief, a Vice-President of the Colony, and Privy Council,
shall be chosen in manner and for the time above-men-
tioned; and till such choice shall be made, the former Pre-
sident and Commander-in-Chief, and Vice-President of the
Colony, and Privy Council, shall continue to act as such.

XIV. That in case of the death of the President and
Commander-in-Chief, or his absence from the Colony. the
Vice-President of the Colony shall succeed to his office,
and the Privy Council shall choose out of their own body
a Vice-President of the Colony; and in case of the death
of the Vice-President of the Colony, or his absence from
the Colony, one of the Privy Council (to be chosen by
themselves) shaH succeed to his office,until a nomination to
those offices .respectively by the General Assembly and
Legislative Council for the remainder of the time for which
the .officerso dying, or being absent, was appointed.

XV. That the Delegates of this Colony, in the Conti-
nental Congress, be chosen by the General Assembly and
Legislative Council jointly, by ballot, in the General As-
sembly.

XVI. That the Vice-President of the Colony and the
Privy Councjl, or the Vice-President and a majority of the
Privy Council for the time being, shall exercise the powers
of a Court of Chancery; and there shall be an Ordinary,
who shall exercise the powers heretofore exercised by that.
officer in this Colony.

XVII. That the jurisdiction of the Court of Admiralty
be confined to maritime causes.

XVIII. That all suits and process depending in any
Courts of Law or Equity may, if either party shall be so
inclined, be proceeded in and continued to a final ending,
without being obliged to commence de novo; and the Judges
of the Courts of Law shall cause Jury Lists to be made, and
Juries to be summ.oned, as near as may be according to the
directions of the Acts of the General Assembly in such
casesprovided. .

XIX. That Justices of the Peace shall be nominated by
the General Assembly, and commissioned by the President
and Commander-in-Chief during pleasure; they shall not
be entitled to fees except on prosecutions for felony; and,
not acting in the Magistracy, they shall not be entitled to
the privileges allowed to them by law.

XX. That all other Judicial Officers shall be chosen by
ballot, jointly, by the General Assembly and Legislative
Council, and (except the Judges of the Court of Chancery)
commissioned by the President and Commander-in-Chief
during good behaviour; but shall be removed on address of
the General Assembly and Legislative Council.

XXI. That the Sheriffs, qualified as by law directed,
shall be chosen in like manner by the General Assembly
and Legislative Council, and commissioned by the PresI-
dent and Commander-in~Chief for two years only.

XXII. That Commissioners of the Treasury, the Secre-
tary of the Colony, the Register of Mesne Conveyances,
Attorney-General, and Powder Receiver, be chosen by the
General Assembly and Legislative Council jointly, by bal-
lot, and commissioned by the President and Commander-in-
Chief during good behaviour; but shall be removed on ad-
dress of the General Assembly and Legislative Council.

XXIII. That all Field-Officers in the Army, and all
Captains in the Navy, shall be by the General Assembly
and Legislative Council chosen jointly, by ballot, and com-
missioned by the President and Commander-in-Chief; and
that all other Officers in the Army and Navy shall be com-
missioned by the President and Commander-in-Chief.

XXIV. That in case of vacancy in any of the offices Ordered, That Mr. President of the Congress do sign..
above directed to be filled by the General Assembly and the sa,?e, an.dalso the Secretary.
Legislative Council, the President and Commander-in-Chief, WhICh bemg done,
with the adviceand consentof the Privy Council,may ap- Orqered,. That the Sec.fetarydo cause the same ~ Be,
point others in their stead, until there shall.be an electiQnby forthwIth pnnted and publIshed, and three copies deliv.emd:
the General Assembly and Legislative Council to fill those for every Member.
vacancies respectively. Ordered, That Colonel Parsons and Mr. Bee, be,a;Com--

.XXV. ~hat the President and ~ommand~r-in-Chief, mittee t.o.prepare an~ report the form of an Oath pr~per to
wIth the adVIceand consent of the Pnv! CouncIl, may ap- . be admmlstered to hIs Excellency the President aod,Com--

'*

point during pleasure, until otherwise directed by resolution
of the General Assembly and Legislative Council, all other
necessary officers, except such as are by law directed to be
otherwise chosen. .

XXVI. That the President and Commander-in-Chief
shall have no power to make war or peace, or enter into any
final treaty, without the consent of the General Assembly
and Legislati ve Council. .

XXVII; That if any Parish or District shall neglect to
elect a .l\Iember or Members on the day of election, or
in case any person chosen a Member of the General As-
sembly shall refilse to qualify and take his seat as such, or
die, or depart the Colony, the said General Assembly shall
appoint proper days for electing a Member or Members of
the said General Assembly in such cases respectively. And
on the death of a Member of the Legislative, or Privy
Council, another Member shall be chosen in his room, in
manner above-mentioned for the election of Members of the
Legislative and Privy Council, respectively.

.xXVIII. That the Resolutions of the Continental Cop-
gress now of force in this Colony, shall so continue until
altered or revoked by them.

XXIX. That the Resolutions of this, or any former Con-
gress of this Colony, and all Laws now of fi)rce here, and
not hereby altered, shall so continue, until altered or re-
pealed by the Legislature of this Colony, unless where they
are temporary, in which case they shall expirl at the times
respectively limited for their duration. .

.
XXX. That the Executive authority be vested in the Pre-

sident and Commander-in-Chicf, limited and restrained as
aforesaid.

XXXI. That the President and Commander-in-Chief,
Vice-President of the Colony, and Privy Council, respec-
tively, shall have the same personal privileges as are allowed
by act of Assembly to the Governour, Lieutenant-Gover-
nour, and Privy Council.

XXXII. That all persons now in office shall hold their
commissionsuntil there shall be a new appointment, in man-
ner above directed; at which time all commissions, not de-
rived from authority of the Congress of this Colony, shall
cease and be void.

XXXIII. That all persons, who shall be chosen and
appointed to any office, or to any place of trust, before en-
tenng upon the execution of office, shall take the following
Oath:

" I, A B, do swear, that I will, to the utmost of my power,
support, maintain, and defend the Constitution of South-
Carolina, as established by Congress, on the 26th day of
March, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, until
an accommodation of the differences between Great Britail),
and America shall take place, or I shall be released from
this oath by the Legislative authority of the said Colony.
So help me God."

And all such persons shall also take an oath of office.
XXXIV. That the following yearly Salaries be allowed

to the publick officers undermentioned:
The President and Commander-in-Chief, nine thousand

Pounds.
The. Chief Justice and the Assistant Judges, the salaries,

respectIvely, as by act of Assembly established.
The Attorney-General, two thousand one hundred Pounds

in lieu of all charges against the publick for fees upo~
criminal prosecutions.

The Ordinary, one thousand Pounds. .

The three Commissioners of the Treasury, two thousand
Pounds each.

And all other publick Officers shall have the same salaries
as are allowed such Officers respectively by act of Assem-
bly.

By order of the Congress.
March 26, 1776.
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wander-in-Chief, previous to his entering upon the execution
of the duties of that high station.

The Constitution, or form of Government, agreed to, and
resplved upon, by the Representatives of South-Carolina,
being signed by the President of the Congress, and attest-
ed by the Secretary;

The Members made choice of the Honourable William
Henry Drayton to be their Chairman.

And were then adjourned as a General Assembly, to
"meet at five o'clock, in the afternoon.

S01JTH-CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, March 26, 1776.

The Constitution, or form of Government, agreed to and
resQlved upon by the Representatives of ,~outh-Carolina,
having been signed by the President of the Congress, and
attested by the Secretary,

The Members of the General Assembly made choice of
the Hon. William Henry Drayton, to be their Chairman.

The General Assembly were then adjourned, to meet at
five o'clock, in the aftern~on.

Five o'clock, r. M.

The General Assembly met, according to adjournment;
and MI'. Chairman being seated,

The Members proceeded to banot for a Legislative Coun-
cil. And tht' banots being cast uE, Mr. Chairman reported,
that Charles Pinckney, Henry ft'Iiddleton, Richard Rich-
ardson, Rawlins Lowndes, Le Roy Hammond, Henry Lau-
rens, David Oliphant, Thomas Ferguson, Stephen Bull,
George Gabriel Powell, Thomas Bee, Joseph Kershaw, and
Thomas Shubrick, Esquires, were duly chosen Members of
the Legislative Council.

Upon motion, Resolved, That the President and Com-
mander-in-Chief, and an other Officers to be chosen by
ballot, be declared duly elected only by the votes of a ma-
jority of the Members present.

The Members of the General Assembly and of the Le-
gislative Council then proceeded to ballot for a President
and ComJIlander-in-Chief; and as it appeared, upon casting
up the ballots, that no person who had been balloted for had
the votes of a majority of the Members present,

. The Members of the General Assembly and of the Le-
gislative Council again proceeded. to ballot for a President
and Commander-in-Chief of South-Carolina; and, upon
casting up the ballots, Mr. Chairman reported that the
Honourable John Rutledge, Esq., was duly chosen Presi-
dent and Commander-in-Chief of South- Carolina.

The Members of the General Assembly and of the Le-
gislative Council then proceeded to banot for a Vice-Presi-
dent of the Colony; and, upon casting up the ballots, Mr.
Chainnan reported that the Honourable Henry Laurens,
Esq., was duly chosen Vice-President of the Colony.

The Members of the General Assembly were then ad-
journed to nine o'clock to-moITQw.

Wednesday, March 27,1776.

The General Assembly met according to adjournment.

The Minutes of yesterday being read, his Excellency the
President elect, being present, addressed the General As-
sembly, in nearly the words following;

" GENTLEMEN: The very great, unsolicited, and unex-
pected honour which you have been pleased to confer on
me, has overwhelmed me with gratitude and concern. Per-
mit me to return you my most sincere thanks for so distin-
guishing and unmerited a mark of your confidence and
esteem. I have the deepest sense of this honour. The
being called by the free suffrages of a brave and generous
People to preside over their welfare, is, in my opinion, the
highest any man can receive. But dreading the weighty
and arduous duties of this station, I really wish that YOUI'
choice had fallen upon one better qualified to discharge
them; for, though in zeal and integrity I will yield to no
man, in abilities to serve you I know my inferiority to
many. Since, however, this, gentlemen, is your pleasure,
although I foresee that, by submitting to it I shan be
ranked by your enemi~s amongst ambitious and designing

.men, (by whom they say the people have been deceived and

misled,) yet, as 1 have always thought every man's best ser-
vices due to his country, no fear of slander, or of difficulty
or danger, shall deter me from yielding mine. In so peri-
lous a season as the present I will not withhold them; but
in her cause every moment of my time shall be devoted.
Happy indeed shall I be, if those services answer your ex-
pectations, or my own wishes. On the candour of my wor-
thy countrymen I rely, to put the most favourable construc-
tion, as they hitherto have done, upon my actions. I assure
myself of receiving, in the faithful discharge of my duty, the
support and assistance of every good man in the Colony;
and my most fervent prayei' ~o the omnipotent Ruler of the
universe is, that, under his gracious Providence, the liberties
of America may be for ever preserved."

And then the President elect withdrew.

His Honour the Vice-President elect, in a speech, stating
his reasons for so doing, desired leave to decline the appoint-
ment to the office of Vice-President, and requested that the
Members of the General Assembly and Legislative Council
would proceed to a new choice of a Vice-President of the
Colony.

His Honour then withdrew.
And the Members having taken the subject under their

consideration, directed Mr. Chairman to point out to his
Honour the Vice-President the mistake he was under,
touching his not being equal to act in the Chancery, and
upon which he had founded his desire to decline the Vice-
Presidentship; to acquaint him that his services in that sta-
tion were desired; and to report his determination thereupon.
And the Vice-President being sent to, to desire his presence
in the General Assembly, and his Honour signifying that he
was much indisposed, and begged to be excused attending
for the present,

The Members of the General Assembly and of the Le-
gislative Council, proceeded to ballot for a Chief Justice;
and, upon casting up the ballots, Mr. Chairman reported
that the Honourable William Henry Drayton, Esq., was
duly elected Chief Justice.

The Members of the General Assembly and Lerrislative
Council then proceeded, in like manner, to the cllOice of
four Assistant Judges; and the ballots being cast up, Mr. '

Chairman reported that the Honourable Thomas Bee, John
Matthews, Esq., and tl;e Honourable Gcor!$'e Gabriel Powell,
were duly elected AssIstant Judges, by the votes of a ma-
jority of the Members present; but that Mr. Henry Pendle-
ton, who had the next number of votes, had not such a
majority.

A motion was thereupon made, to determine, by a ques-
tion, whether Mr. Pendleton was duly elected an Assistant
,Judge; and the question being put, it passed in the negative.

Colonel Powell then requested leave to decline acceptinrr
the appointment to the office of an Assistant Judge of th~
Colony; and giving such reasons as were satis£'1ctory to the
House, his request was granted.

The Members of the General Assembly and Legislative
Council thereupon proceeded to ballot for two Assistant
Judges; and the ballots being cast up, Mr. Chairman re-
ported that Joshua Ward and Henry Pendleton, Esquires,
were duly elected Assistant Judges.

Th~ Members of the General Assembly and Legislative
Council then proceeded to ballot for an Attorney-General;
and the ballots being cast up, Mr. Chairman reported that
Alexander ~Moultrie, Esq., was duly el~cted Attorney-Ge-
neral.

Colonel Parsons repOlted, from the Committee appoint-
ed for that purpose, the draft of an Oath proper to betaken
by His Excellency the President and Commander-in-Chief.

And the said Report being agreed to,
Resolved, That the fi)llowing Oath be administered, in

the General Assembly, to his Excellency the President and
Commander-in-Chief, to qualify him for entering upon the
execution of his office:

"
I solemnly promise and swear to preside over the peoplp

of this Colony according to the Constitution, or form of Go-
vernment, agreed to and resolved upon by the Representa-
tives of South-Carolina, on the 26th day of March, 1776 ;
that I will,cause law and justice in mercy to be executed;
and, to the utmost of my power, maintain and defend the
laws of God, the Protestant Religion, and the liberties of
Am~rica. So help me God."
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The Members of the General Assembly were then ad-
journed, to meet at five o'clock, in the evening.

Wednesday, March 27, ]776, five o'clock, P. M.

The General Assembly met, according to adjournment,
and proceeded to ballot for the following Officers, separately,
VIZ:

The Secretary of the Colony, the Ordinary, the Judge
of the Admiralty, the Register of Mesne Conveyances, and
the Sheriff of Charlestown District. And uyon castinO"
up the ballots, Mr. Chairman reported that John Huger~
Esq., was duly chosen Secretary of the Co]ony; that Wil-
liam Burrows, Esq., was du]rchosen Ordinary; that Hugh
Rutledge, Esq., was duly chosen Judge of the Admiralty;
that George Sheed, Esq., was duly chosen Register of Mesne
Conveyances; and that Thomas Grimball, Esq., was duly
chosen Sheriff for Charlestown District.

Upon motion, Resolved, That his Exce]]ency the Pre-
sident and Commander-in-Chief be sworn into office to-mor-
row; and that Colonel Gadsden be desired to issue Ge-
neral Orders, that the Regulars and Militia in Clwdestown
do parade to-morrow; and that the artillery be fired when
his Excellency sha]] have taken the State oath; also, that
the salute be returned by the Navy; and that Proclamation,
with all due solemnity, be made of his Excellency's being
sworn to the administration of Government.

Resolved, That a similar Proclamation be made by the
severa] Sheriffs of the country Districts.

Ordered, That Mr. Chairman be desired to wait on the
President, and acquaint his Excellency with the above Re-
solutions.

And then the General Assembly was adjourned till to-
morrow morning, nine of the clock.

Thursday, March 28, ]776.

The General Assemb]y met according to adjollrnment.
'The names of the Members were called over, and the

Journal of yesterday ~as read.
The gentlemen who had, on Tuesday last, by the Gene-

ral Assembly, been elected Members of the Legislative
Council, withdrew to make choice of their own officers.

On motion, that a Speaker of the General Assembly be
now chosen,

Mr. Chairman quitted the Chair.
And the Honourable James Parsons, Esq., was unani-

mous]y chosen Speaker.
Mr. Speaker having taken the Chair,
The House proceeded to the election of their Clerk, and

unanimously made choice of Peter Timothy to that office.
Mr. Speaker and the rest of the Members having,re-

spectively, taken the oath of fidelity required by the Con-
stitution, and the oath of office being also administered to
the Clerk,

A Message was sent to the Members of the honourable
the Legislative Council, to acquaint them that the Members
of this House having been duly sworn, they were ready to
receive the Legislative Council, that the oath of fidelity
might likewise .be administered to them, respectively, in the
General Assembly, as required by the Constitution.

The Honourable George Gabriel Powell, Henry ftfid-
dleton, Thomas Ferguson, Charks Pinckney, Le Roy Ham-
mond, Stephen Bull, Thomas Shubric7c, and David Oli-
phant, Esquires, accordingly attended, and took the oath
of fidelity in the General Assembly; and then they with-
drew.

Thomas Grimball, Esq., who had been duly elected She-
riff of Charlestown District, attending at the door, he was
cal1ed in, and likewise took the oath of fidelity required by
the Constitution.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton, Colonel
Gadsden, Colonel C. C. Pinckney, Colonel Daniel Horry,
Major Cattell, and Captain Roger Smith, be a Committee
to wait on his Excel1ency the President and Commander-
in-Chief, to acquaint him that the Members of this House
having been sworn in, and having made choice of their
Speaker, they were now ready to receive his Excellency, to
administer to him the Oaths necessary to qualify him to
enter upon the duties of that important station to which, by
the suffi:agesof a free People, he had been elected.

And the Committee being returned, and having intro-
duced his Excellency, he took the oath of fidelity, and also
the oath of office, in the General Assembly. And his Ho-
nour the Vice-President also took the oath of fidelity.

His Exce]]ency then, preceded by the Sheriff bearing the
sword of Stare, and the. Officers of the Legislative Coun-
cil, and accompanied by his Honour the Vict;-President,
the Honourable the Speaker, and the Members of the Le-
gislative Council, the Hpnourab]e the Speaker and Mem-
bers of the General Assembly, in solemn procession, pro-
ceeded to the Exchange; where the preamble and the three
subsequent clauses of the Constitution, or form of Govern-
ment, being read, and the proceedings in the General As-
sembly on the 26th instant, whereby it appeared that his
Excel1ency John Rutledge, Esquire, was duly chosen Pre-
sident and Commander-in-Chief, and that his Honour Hen-
ry Laurens, Esq., was duly chosen Vice-President of this
Colony, being also read and proclaimed by the Sheriff; his
Excellency, with the same procession, returned into the
General Assembly, Mr. Speaker and the Members of the
General Assembly first coming in; and, being seated, his
Excellency the President and COD:unander-in-Chief, his
Honour the Vice-President, and the Legislative Council,
then entered, and

Mr. Speaker reported to the House the proceedings since
he had quitted the Chair. His Excel1ency the President
and Commander-in-Chief, his Honour the Vice-Presideni~
and the Legislative Council, then withdrew.

The General Assembly then proceeded to choose, by bal-
jot, a :Membcr of the Legislative Council in the room of the
Honourabl? Henry, Laurens, Esq., who, by accepting the
office of VIce-PresIdent of the Colony, had vacated his seat
therein; and it appearing, upon casting up the ba]]ots, that
the gentleman who had the greatest number of votes had
not those of a majority of the Members present, the House
again proceeded to ballot for a Member of the Legis]ative
Council; and having balloted accordingly, Mr. Speaker re-
ported that the Honourable TVilliam Moultrie, Esq., wa~
duly elected.

The House was then adjourned to meet at five o'clock
in the afternoon.

Thursday, March 28, 17"(6, P. M.

The House met according to adjournment.

And the names of the Members being caned over,
The House proceeded to bal10t for three Members of the

Privy Council; and, upon the ba110ts being cast up, the Ho-
nourable James Parsons was declared duly ejected a Mem-
ber of the Privy Council by a majority of votes of the Mem-
bers present.

.

The House then proceeded to ballot for two other 1\Iem-
!:,ersof the Privy Council; and, upon casting up the ballots,
It appeared, and Mr. Speaker reported, that the Honourable
William Henry Drayton was, in like manner, duly elected
a Member of the Privy Council.

The House then proceeded to bal10t for a third Member
of the Privy Council; and, upon casting up the ba11ots,it
appeared that none of the gentlemen balloted for had the
votes of a majority of the Members present. The House
thereupon again proceeded to ballot for a third Member of
the Privy Council; and, the ballots being cast up, Mr.
Speaker reported that John Edwards, Esquire, was duly
elected a Member of the Privy Council.

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the President
acquainting his Excellency that this House have chose~
the Honourable James P~/'sons, William Henry Drayt?n,
and John Edwards, EsqUIres, to be Members of the PrIVY
Council.

The following Message was accordingly drawn and
agreed to by the House:
.May it please your Excellency:

This House having chosen James Parsons, Willian Hen-
ry Drayton, and John Edwards, Esquires, Members of the
Privy Council, acquaint your Excel1ency therewith.

Ordered, That the said Message be engrossed, and that
Mr. Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Captain Roger Smith and Captain }tloul-
trie do wait on his Excellcncy with the said Message.

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the Legislative Coun- -
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~il to acquaint their Honours that this House have chosen
Colonel TVilliam Moultrie to be a Member of their House.

The following Message was accorningly drawn and
agreed to by the House:

May it please your lIonours :
This House think proper to acquaint your Honours that

thp,y have chosen William Jfoultrie, Esq., a Member of the
Legislative Council in the room of his Honour Henry La'u-
rens, Esq., Vice-President of the Colony.

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Colonel C. C. Pinckney and Mr. GiMes
do wait on their Honours with the said Message.

Captain Moultrie reported, that he, with Captain Roger
,,"'mith, had waited upon his Excellency the President, and
delivered to him the Message they had in charge.

It being represented to the House that there was an urgent
necessity for immediately opening the Ordinary's Office,

Ordered, That Captain Moultrie do wait upon TJlilliam
Burrows, Esq., to acquaint him of his being chosen Ordi-
nary of this Colony, and that it is necessary he should pro-
perly qualify himself to enter upon the execution of the
duties of that office as soon as possible.

Ordered, That Mr. Loocock, Captain Trapier, Colo-
nel Thomas, Major Williamson, Captain 'finn, Mr. Beard,
Colonel Gervais, and Mr. Bull, be a Committee to receive
and report the names of Candidates, or other fit persons, to
he chosen Sheriffs for the several Districts out of the limits
of Charlestown, and that they do report the same as soon
as may be to-morrow.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Friday, March 29, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment.
Captain Moultrie reported that he had, agreeable to the

order of the House, waited upon Mr. Bur7"ows with the
message he had in charge; that Mr. Burrows expressed
!,'Teat sensibility of the honour conferred upon him by. the
House in electing him to the office of Ordinary, which he
was willing to accept, but that his present indisposition ren-
dered it impossible for him to attend the General Assembly
to take the necessary oaths.

Ordered, That Colonel IIorry do, on account of Mr.
Burrows's present indisposition, wait upon him at his own
house, and administer the oaths to him there.

Colonel Thomas, from the Committee on the state of the
Militia in the interior parts of the Colony, delivered in a
Report.

Ordered, That the said Report be taken into considera-
cion to-morrow.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton, Colonel
Charles Cotes worth Pinckney, Captain ltloultrir:, Colonel
Gervais, and Captain Trapier, be a Committee on the state
of the Colony, and to report to the House such Bills and
Ordinances as may be necessary to pass during the present
liession of the General Assembly.

Ordered, That one of the Messengers be sent to de-
sire the immediate attendance, in this House, of Captain
Francis Ross, one of the Members for the New-Acquisi-
tion.

On motion, Resolved, That a Message be sent to the
honourable the Legislative Council, to desire a conference
between a Committee of both Houses on the subject of a
joint Congratulatory Address to his Excellency the President
and Commander-in-Chief.

The following draft was accordingly prepared:
ftlay it please your Honours:

The General Assembly think it expedient that a joint
Address from the Legislative Council and Gener&l Assem-
bly should be presented to his Excellency the President,
congratulating him upon his being in possession of the ad-
ministration of the Government, and assuring him that both
the HOl,1seswiII support him in the same with their lives
and fortunes. If the Legislative Council are of the same
opinion, the General Assembly will appoint six Members to
manage the free conference. on their part.

And the same being agreed to by the House,

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That the Honourable. Mr. Drayton and Cap-
tain Roger Smith do wait upon the Legislative Council
with the said Message.

Ordered, That Colonel C. C. Pinckney, Colonel Daniel
IIorry, and Mr. Salva.dor, be a Committee to inquire and
report the names of proper persons to be appointed Magis-
trates in the different Pistricts of this Colony.

The Honourable Mr. Drayton reported, that he, with
Captain Smith, had waited upon the. Legislative Council
and delivered the Message they had in charge.

On motion, Resolved, That this House will make provi-
sion for the payment of such reasonable Salarier>as theLe-
gislative Council may, during their session, assign to their
respective Officers. _

Ordered, That Mr. Matthews and Captain Skirving do
wait llpon the Legislative Council with a copy of the above
Resolution.

Peter Bacot, Esquire, one of the Cornmissioners of the
Treasury, requested leave to resign that office, for reasons
which he stated, and which were approved by the House.

His resignation was therefore accepted.
On motion,Resolved, That the Sheriffs for the several

Districts out of Charlestown be now banoted for. .

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton and Colo-
nel C. C. Pinckney do \vait on the honourable the Legisla-
tive Council to request their attendance in the General As-
sembly to join this House in balloting for the Sheriffs.

Mr. Matthews reported, that he, with Captain 8kirving,
had delivered the Message they had in charge to the Legis-
lative Council.

The Honourable Mr. Drayton reported, that he, with
Colonel Pinckney, had waited on the Legislative Council,
agreeable to the order of this House, to request their at-
tendance, in order to proceed to the election of Sheriffs;
and their Honours were pleased to answer they would at-.,.
tend presently.

Message from the Legislative Council, by their Clerk.
"In the Legislative Council, March 29, 1776.

"Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen:
"In answer to your Message proposing a tree conference

on the subject-matter of a joint Address to be presented to
his Excellency the President by both Houses, we acquaint
you that we have appointed Colonel Charles Pinckney,
Thomas Ferguson, and David Oliphant, Esqs., a Commit-
tee to confer with your Committee in the Conference-Room
immediately, or at such other time as may be convenient.

"GEORGE GAB. POWELL,Speaker."

The Members .of the Legislative Council being intro-
duced, they, with the Members of the General Assembly,
immediately proceeded to ballot for the Sheriffi; and, the
ballots being cast up, Mr. Speaker reported that the folIow-
ing gentlemen were duly elected by the votes of a majority
of the Members of both Houses present, viz:

Edward ltlartin, Esq., for Georgetown District;
Tunis Tebout, Esq., for Beaufort District;
Lewis Golson, Esq., for Orangeburgh District;
Robert Stark, Esq., for Ninety-Six District;
John Wylly, Esq., for Camden District;
Henry William Harrington, Esq., for Cheraws District.

The Members of the Legislative Council then withdrew.
Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Dra~tf)n, Colonel

C. C. Pinckney, Mr. Motte, Captain Benjamin Elliott,
Mr. Rapley, and Captain Roger Smith, be a Committee to
confer with a Committee of the Legislative Council on the
subject of an Address to his Excellency the President.

Ordered, That William Williamson and Benjamin Young,
Esqs., have leave of absence.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Saturday, March 30, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment.
Ordered, That Major Caitell, Captain Jfaham, and Mr.

Toomer, be a Committee to prepare and report proper Rules
and Orders to be observed by the Members of this House.
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The House proceeded on the Order of the Day.
And the Report of the Committee on the state of the

Militia in the interior parts of the CQlonybeing debated on,
the said Report was disagreed to.

ThQmas,Bee, Esq., elected a Member of the honourable
the Legislative Council, attended, to take the oath of fide-
lity in this House.

And being introduced, the said oath was administered to
him accordingly.

Ordered, That Major Cattell and Mr. Car~nondo attend
Mr. Bee to the Legislative Council, and acquaint their Ho-
!;lOursthat the oath of fidelity has been administered to him.

Major Cattell reported, that he, with Mr. Cannon, had
delivered the Message they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

Message from the Legislative Council, by their Clerk.
"In the Legislative ,Council, March 30, 1716.

"Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen:
"This House hath taken into consideration the Address

which was prepared jointly by a Committee of both Houses;
to be presented to his Excellency the President, and have
agreed to the same without any amendment.

"
By order of the House;

"GEORGE GAB. POWELL,Speaker."

The Committee appointed to prepare proper Rules to be
observed by the Members of this House, delivered in a Re-
port.

And the said Report, bei.ng taken into immediate consi-
deration, was agreed to.

Ordered, That the said Rules be engrossed, and signed
by Mr. Speaker.

Ordered, That Gideon Dupont, Esq., be Cashier to this
House.

Ordered, That Major Andrew Williamson have lea.ve of
absence.

Colonel Charles C. ,Pinckney, from the Committee to in-
quire and report the names of proper persons to be appoi.nt-
ed Magistrates in the different Districts of this Colony,
reported a list of the names.

And the said List being immediately taken into conside-
ration,

Resolved, That the following persons are proper to be
put into the Commission of the Peace in the different Dis-
tricts of the Colony, viz:

JUSTICESQUORUMUNus.-The Members of the Legis-
lative Council, the Members of the Privy Council, the
Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, the Judge of the
Admiralty, and the Speaker of the General Assembly, all
for the time being, respectively: John Drayton, Christo-
pher Gadsden, Paul Trapier, ()laudius Pegues, John Ches-
nut, John JamesHaig, Richard Rapley, and Be11iamin
Garden, Esquires.

Justices for CHARLESTOWNDistrict.

James Akin,
Nathaniel Broughton,
Edmund Bellinger,
Richard Bohun Baker,
Joseph Bee,
Elias BaU, Jun.,
John Boone,
John Brailsford,
William Boone,
QapiJrs Boone,
Peter Bonnetheau,
Andrew Cunningham,
William Cattell,
Li<md Chahners,
James Carsan,
Isham Clayton,
James Clark,
John Coram,
Charles Cantey,
Gabriel Capers,
James DOnIwm,
Paul Douxsaint,
Levi Durand,
John SanMord Dart,
WjJliam Dewit,
John Drake,
John Deas,
San:n:wl Elliott,
Thomas Evance,
Thomas Fuller,
Alexander f'ra.ser,
John Ji'rierson,

Benjamin Ji'uller,
John Fullerton,
Frederick Grimki',
Culcheth Gihbes,
Joseph Glover,
WiJliam Gihbes,
Robert Gibbes,
Gabriel Gignilliat,
Melchior Garner,
John Gaillard,
Thomas Heyward,
Thomas Hutchinson,
Daniel Horry,
John Huger,
William Hopton,
George Haig,
Richard Hutson,
James Hamilton,
William Hort,
Edward Jerman,

.Ralph Izard,'
John Izard,
Benjamin Jenkins,
Joseph Jenkins, Jun.,
W~iam Jenkins,
Thomas Lynch,
Thomas Lynch, Jun.,
Andrew Leitch,
William Logan,
James Lynah,
John Livingston,
James Laroacb,

.

Isaac Legare,
Thomas Ladson, John's

Island.
Gabriel Manigault,
Arthur Middleton,
Gabriel Marion,
Jacob Molle,
John Moore,
haac Mazyck,
Hezekiah Maham,
Job Marion,
Joseph Maybank,
Peter MQuzon,
William Mason,
WilJiam Massey,
Benjamin Marion, Jun.,
Ephraim Mitchell,
WilJiam Morgan,
Robert Murrill,
James Murray,
§lampson Neyle,
"Hopkin Price,
John PamQr,
John Parker,
PhiltpPorcher,
Isaac Porcher,
WilJiam Parker,
John Poaug,
IIopson Pinckney,
James ~eid,
James Lytton Richards,
James RaveneB,

Isaac Rivers,
David Reynolds,
George Sheed,
Thomas Smith,
James Stobo,
James Skirving,
Jonathan Scott,
William Scott,
:Henry Smith',
Philip Smith,
Jeremiah Savage,
Joseph Seabrook,
Benjamin Simons,
Benjamin Smith,
Jobn Syme,

Peter Sinckler, Edward Thomas, Jun.,
James i5kirv;ng, Jun., Arnoldus VandedlOrsi,
'WiJliam Swinton, Robert "Vil1iam~,
Maurice Simons, Robert Williams, Jun.,
James Smith, Sims White,
John Scott, son of Jona- John Wright,

than. Richard withers,
Richard Park Stobo, Abraham Waight,
Joseph Slann, Benjamin Waring,
Charles Shepheard, John Wigfall,
William Stanyarne, Joseph Wigfall,
James Sinckler, Peter Witten,
Thomas 'furner, Richard Walter,
John Troup, Jno. Wilson \VaumelalJ,
Joshua Toomer, Frands Young.

Justices for BEAUFORT District.

Andrew Aggnew, William Elliott, John Mitchell,
John Lewis Bourquin, John Fripp, Sen., Samuel Porcher,
John BuB, David Girond, Richard Proctor,
William Brisbane, Benjamin Guerard, Hugh Rose,
Pierce Butler; Richard Guerard, Thomas Rivers,
JQseph Brailsford, Godin Guerard, William Ross,
John Barnwell, Jun., James Gignilliat, WiBiam Reynolds,
Nathaniel Barnwell, William Harden, Thomas Rutledge,
John Chisholme, William Hazard. Daniel Dc Saussure,
Belamy Crawford, Thomas Hughes, William Stoutenburg,
Cornelius Dupont, John Joiner, James Thomson,
Edward Davies, Adrian Mayer, William Waight.

Justices for GEORGETOWN District.

Joseph AUston, Thomas Greigher, James McDonald,
Josias Allston, Benjamin Gause, William Micbau,
William ABston, Jun., Hugh Giles, Samuel Nesmitlt,
Anthony Bonneau, Daniel Horry, John Plowden,
Abr. Buckholts, Robert Herriot, 'rhomas Port,
John Brockington, Elias Horry, Jun., Job Rothmahler,

.

Capers Doone, Daniel Huger, William Suow,
Francis Britton, Benjamin Huger, Benjamin Screven,
John Baxter, Jun., Thomas Hcnning, Peter Simons,

Kin!1,ton. John James, Paul.Trapier, .Jun.,
James Carey, Thomas Lynch, Samuel Wragg,
Alexander Chovin, Isaac Marion, Anthony White,
Samuel Dwight,

, )\'iIliam Mason, John Wither"J>OOn,
Thomas Em<)s, Archihald McDonald, William WilsoR,
Charles Fyffe, Adam McDonald, Gavin Witherspoon.

Jit~tices for ORANGEBURGH District.

George Ancrum, Benjitmin Farrar, Henry Patrick,
William Arthur, John Fairchild, James Pritchard,
Jonas Beard, I,ewis GoJsan, Samuel Rqwe,
Samuel Boykin, Tacitus Gaillard, Michael Christ. Rowe,
RiehardBrown, Ralph :Humphriei3, Jacob Richmm,
Donald Bruce, -- Househill, George Robin80Q,
Peter Corbin, David Holmes, John Savage,
James Corn elley, \ViJliam Housell, Arthur Simkins,
Malcolm Clark, John Kensalow, G<)orgeStrawthe.,
Isham Ch\yton, Michael Leitner, WiJliam Thompson,
John Chesnut, Ephraim Mikell, William Tuck.er,
Michael Dickert, David Pow, Thomas Young.

Justices for NINETy-SIX District.

William Anderson, James Hamilton, George R08II,
David Anderson, John Johnston, Jun., John Savage, .
Robert Anderson, Adam Crain Jom's, Arthur Simkins,
John Bowie, .William Jones, Ralph Smith,
Patrick Calhoun, William Kennedy, John 8utterwaite,
William Calhoun, Charles King, John Thorn",
John Caldwell, James I,inley, John Thomas, Jun.,
John Caldwell, of Eno- James Mayson, Benjamin 'rutt,

ree. Robert McCreary, John Tyger,
Jonathan Downs, John Lewis Mesnil, De Edward WilkiD80n,
John Delattow, St. Pierre. Thomas Waddletoll,
John Fairchild, John Purves, William Wojf"rd,
John Ford, James Price, George Whitefield,
John Lewis Gervais, Thomas Polk, James Willi aIM,
James GrifIin, Sen., James Pollard, John WiJliams,
Thomas Gordon, Andrew Pickens, James Wood,
William Henderson, James PritchtmJ, William \VOQd,
Elias Hollingsworth, John Rogers, David Zubly.
David Holmes, Andrew Rogers,

Justices for CAMDENDistrict.

Andrew Allison,
Robert Allison,
Francis Adams,
Richard Drown,
William Bratton,
William Byers,
Joseph Drown,
Samuel Bayk.in,
William Brown,
John Canty,
James Carey,
Thomas. Charlton,
Henry Cassels,
Michael Dickson,
\V ood Furman,
J,ewis Golson,
David Gordon,
William Gaston,
John Gaston,

Robert Hapcock, Nathaniel Moore,
William IIowe!!, John Nixon,'
George Hancock, Thomas N~I,
Henry Hunter, John NewlUlID, Ogle-
David Hopkins, thorpe.
Andrew Hemphill, John RobiDfJODoMill-
James Mortimer :Harris, C,'eek.
Simon Irons, Richard RichardllOD,
John Palmer,

. William Richardson,
James Pattern, James Simpson.
Philip Pearson, Rich'd Richardson, Jr.,
Thomas Polk, Matthew Singleton.
Ezekiel Polk, William Strother,
Hobert Patton, John Smith,
John Robinson, C,'ow- Alexander Turner,

d~r'8 Cre~k. Thomas Tllylor,
Richard Jenkin~, John Winn,
William Lang, Richard Winn,
William Myers, Thomail Woodward.
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Justices for the CHERAWSDistrict.
Henry William Har- William Henry Mills,

rington. Grorge Pawle),
Arthur Hart, Claudius Pegues,
John Kimbrough, 'Villiam Pegues,
Thomas Lide. Philip Pledger,

John Alran,
\Viaiam Dewitt,
Elias Dubose,
Charles Evans,
Hobert Gray,
George Hicks,

The Committee of this House. who were appointed yes-
terday to confer with a Committee of the Legislative Coun-
cil, on the subject of an Address to his Excellency the
President, reported a draft thereof; and the said Address
being read and amended, was agreed to by the House.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton and Colonel
C. C. Pinckney do wait on the Legislative Council, and
acquaint their Honours with the amendment made to the
said Address, and desire their Honours' concurrence therein.

The Committee appointed yesterday to report such Bills
:md Ordinances as may be necessary to pass during the pre-
sent session of the General Assembly, delivered in a Re-
port.

And the said Report being taken into consideration and
agreed to,

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton, Colonel
Charles C. Pinckney, Captain Moultrie, Colonel Gervais,
and Captain Trapier, do forthwith prepare and bring in the
toJlowing Bills:

A Bill to punish those who shall counterfeit, or utter
knowing them to be counterfeit, the Certificates issued by
the late Houses of Assembly, or the Continental or Colo-
nial Currency, which hath been, or shall be hereafter is-
sued.

An Ordinance for altering the times of holding the next
Circuit Courts Qf General Sessions of the Peace and Com-
mon Pleas in Charlestown.

An Ordinance to vest the several powers therein men-
tioned, formerly granted to the Council of Safety, in the
President and Privy Council; to suspend the Habeas Cor-
pus Act, as to commitments by them, until the 5th day of
December next; and to enable them to take measures for
assisting a neighbouring Colony.

A Bill to empower the Court of Admiralty to have juris-
diction in cases of Captures; and to establish the trial by
Jury in such cases.

An Ordinance to increase the number of Firemasters in
Charlestown, and to empower any two of them to pull
down a House, in order to prevent the spreading of Fire,
without the consent of a Justice of the Peace.

An Ordinance to repeal so much of a former Act of As-
sembly as relates to the appointment of Henry Peronneau
and Benjamin Dart, Esquires, joint Publick Treasurers of
this Colony.

A Bill to punish those who shall harbour Deserters.
A Bill to revive and continue such necessary Acts as are

f'xpired, or near expiring.
On motion, Resolved, That an Ordinance be brought in,

appointing a proper Oath to be taken by every person pre-
vious to his entering upon office under the present Constitu-
tion.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton do bring in
tlJe same.

On motion, Resolved, That the President of the late Con-
gress do give Certificates to the Members applying for the
same, for their daily attendance therein, till a Speaker was
:\ppointed; and that Mr. Speaker do give such Certificates
th)m the time of his being placed in the Chair.

Ordered, That Colonel Gervais, Major Williamson, Cap-
tain Benjamin Elliott, Mr. Rapley, and Mr. Sinckler, be a
Committee to consider and report what recompense and
provision should be made for several persons wounded and
disabled in the publick service, and also for the families of
such as may be killed in the ~aid service.

A Petition, signed by Wilson Cook, in behalf of himself
and other complainants, was presented and read.

Ordered, That the said Petition do lie on the table.

And then the House adjourned to ~JJ1onday morning,nine
of the clock.

Monday, April 1, 1776.

On motion, (inasmuch as there is no Paymaster for pay-
ment of the Militia in tbe service of the Colony doing duty

in and near Charlesto'lJ)n, and there is immediate occasion
for their payment,) Resolved, That the demands now due
to such Militia be settled and adjusted by a Committee of
this House; apd, on being adjusted by such Committee, be
discharged by a draft on the Treasury by his Excellency
the President and Commander-in-Chief.

Ordered, That the above Resolution be sent to the Le-
gislative Council for their concurrence, and to his Excel-
lency for his assent.

.

Ordered, That the said Resolution be engrossed, and that
Mr. Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton and Mr.
Chiffelle do wait on the Legislative Council with the said
Resolution. .

Ordered, That Mr. Edwards, Captain Roger Smith, and
Mr. Hall, be a Committee to adjust and settle the Accounts
due from the publick to the Militia. '

- The Honourable Mr. Drayton reported that he, with Mr.
Chiffelle, had delivered the Resolution they had in charge
to the Legislative Council. _

On motion, Resolved, That the Acts of the General As-
sembly and the Journals of the Commons House of Assem-
bly, for two or three years last past, lately removed to Dor-
chester, be forthwith brought down from thence.

The Rules and Orders to be observed by the Members
of this House, agreed to yesterday, being engrossed, were
signed by Mr. Speaker, and affixed to the wainscot for the
perusal of the Members.

Message from the honourable the Legislative Council, by
their Clerk, acquainting the House that they had read the
Resolution sent to them from this House, and concurred
therein.

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas Waring and Mr. William
Parker do wait on his Excellency the President with the
said Resolt)tion.

Mr. 1-flaringbeing returned, reported that he, with Mr.
Parker, had delivered the Rel501utionthey had in charge to
the President, and that his Excellency was pleased to say
he would give orders accordingly.

Message from the Legislative Council, by their Cler~
acquainting the House that they had agreed to the amend-
ment made in the Address to his Excellency the Presi-
dent.

Ordered, That the said Address be engrossed.
And the same being engrossed accordingly, is as fol-.

lows:
To his Excellency JOHN RUTLEDGE,Esq., President and

Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony of SOUTH-
CAROLINA.

The Address of the Legislative Council and General As.
_ sembly :

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: We, the Legisla-
tive Council and General Assembly of South. Carolina, con-
vened under the authority of the equitable constitution of
Government established by a free People in Congress, on
the 26th instant, beg leave most respectfully to address
your Excellency.

Nothing is better known to your Excellency than the
unavoidable necessity which induced us as members of Con-
gress, on the part of the people, to resume the powers of
Government, and to establish some mode for regulating the
internal polity of this Colony; and, as members of the Le-
gislative Council and General Assembly, to vest you for a
time limited with the Executive authority. Such constitu-
tional proceedings, on our part, we make no doubt will be
construed into acts of the greatest criminality by that des-
potism which, lost to all sense of justice and humanity, has
already pretended that we are in actual rebellion. But, sir,
when we reflect upon the unprovoked, cruel, andaccu-
mulated oppressions under which America in general, and
this country in parti~ular, has long continued,-oppressions,
which gradually increasing in injustice and violence are
now, by inexorable tyranny, perpetrated against the United
Colonies under the various forms of robbery, conflagrations,
massacre, breach of publick faith, and open war; con-
scious of our natural and unalienable rights, and detennined
to make every effort in our power to retain them, we see
your Excellency's elevation from the midst of us, to govern
this country, as the natural consequence of such outrages.
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By the suffrages of a free People you, sir, have been
chosen to hold the reins of Government; an event as ho-
nourable to yourself as beneficial to the publick. We finnly
trust you will make the Constitution the great rule of your
conduct; and, in the most solemn manuel' we do assure
your Excellency that, in the discharge of your duties under
that Constitution which looks forward to an accommodation
with Great Britain, (an event which, though traduced and
treated as Rebels, we still earnestly desire,) we will support
you with our lives and fortunes.

The Honourable Mr. Drayton, from the Committee ap-
pointed to bring in certain Bills and Ordinances, presented
the following:

A Bill to punish those who shall counterfeit, or utter
knowing them to be counterfeit, the Certificates issued by
the late Houses of Assembly, or the Continental or Co-
lonial Currency which hath been already, or shall be here-'
after issued.

An Ordinance for establishing an Oath of Office to be
taken in manner therein mentioned.

A Bill to prevent Sedition, and punish Insurgents and
disturbers of the Peace.

A Bill for the more effectual prevention of the Desertion
of the Soldiers and Sailors in the service of this Colony, and
for the punishment of those who shall harbour or conceal
them.

A Bill to increase the number of Firemasters in Charles-
town, and to empower any two of them to pull down such
Houses, or other Buildings, as they shall judge necessary for
the stopping and preventing the spreading of Fire.

An Ordinance to suspend the Habeas Corpus Act, in man-
ner therein mentioned.

An Ordinance for making a disposition of Moneys for the
support of Government, and to enable his Excellency the
President and Commander-in-Chief of South-Carolina for
the time being, to exercise certain powers, in manner therein
mentioned.

Ordered, That the Ordinance for establishing an Oath of
Office, to be taken in manner therein mentioned, be now
read.

.

The same was accordingly read a first time, and ordered
to be read a second time.

Being read a second time,
Ordered, That Dr. Haig and Mr. Motte do carry the

said Ordinance 'to the honourable the Legislative CounGil.

Ordered, That the Ordinance for making a disposition
of Moneys for the support of Government, and to enable his
ExcelJency the President and Commander in-Chief of South-
Carolina for the time being, to exercise certain powers, in
manner therein mentioned, be read a first time.

The same was read accordingly.
Ordered, That the said Ordinance be read a second

time.
On motiOli., to strike out the words" and Militia" in the

latter clause of the second section,
After some debate, the qUl;)stion being put, resolved in

the affirmative.
A motion was made for an amendment to the said clause,

by inserting the words, "and Militia to act in an adjoining
Colony."

And the question being put, it passed in the negative.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council. brought to this
House the Ordinance for establishing an Oath of Office, to
be taken in manner therein mentioned, read a first and se-
cond time in the Legislative Council.

Read a second time the Ordinance for making a disposi-
tion of Moneys for the support of Government, and to enable
his Excellency the President and Commander-in-Chief of
South-Carolina for the time being, to exercise certain pow-
ers, in manner therein mentioned.

Ordered, That the same be sent to the Legislative Coun-
cil.

Ordered, That Captain Roger Smith and Captain Tra-
pier do wait on his Excellency the President, to know when
he will be pleased to receive this House with the joint Ad-
dress of both Houses. .

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow mornin<T,
nine of the clock.

0
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Tllesday, April 2,1776.

The Housq met according to adjournment.
Ordered, That Mr. Thomas Middleton, Jun., and Mr.

Salvador do carry to the Legislative Council the Ordinance
making disposition of Moneys for the support of Govern-
ment, and to enable his ExceII<;ncythe President and Com-
mander-in-Chief for the time being, to exer~ise certain pow~
ers, in manner therein mentioned.

The House having received infonnation that a person,
who is suspected to have counterfeited some of the Certifi-
cates issued by the authority of Congress, resides somewhere
near Colonel Thomas's, and also that Philip Hart had a
considerable sum paid him in such counterfeit Certificates, .

Ordered, That Colonel Thomas be desired to use his ut-
most endeavours to apprehend, or cause to be apprehended
and secured, all and every person or persons in his neighbour-
hood who shall be suspected of being concerned in counter-
feiting or uttering any of the Bills, Certificates, or. Orders
issued by authority of the General Assembly, the Commons
Houses of Assembly, or Congresses of this Colony, or of the
Continental Congress, so that such persons may be brought
to justice.

Ordered, That a copy of the above Order be delivered to
Colonel Thomas.

Ordered, That Mr. Verree, Mr. Weyman, and Mr. Ashe,
be a Committee to inquire of Mr. Hart touching the sum he
has received in counterfeit Certificates.

The Honourable Mr. Drayton presented to the House,
according to order, an Ordinance for altering the time of
holding certain Circuit Courts, and of holding the Court of
Common Pleas and the Court of General Sessions, usually
held in Charlestown in ]}Iay; and the same was received
and read the first time. .

Resolved, That the Ordinance be read a second time.
A Bill to punish such as shall counterfeit, or utter know-

ing them to be counterfeit, the Certificates issued by the late
Houses of Assembly, or the Continental or Colonial Cur-
rency, which shall have been already, Qrshall be hereafter
issued, was read a first time.

Resolved, That the Bill be read a second time.
A BilI for the more effectual prevention of the Desertion

of the Soldiers or Sailors in the service of this Colony, and
for the punishment of those who shall harbour. or conceal
them, was read a first time.

Resolved, That the Bill be read a second time.
Ordered, That Mr. John Berwick have leave of absence.
Ordered, That Colonel Thomas, Captain Tf'inn,Captain

TVilliams,and Mr. Beard, have leave of absence.
. An Ordinanceforalteringthe time of holdingcertainCir-

cuit Courts, and of holding the Court of Common Pleas and
the Court of General Sessions, usually held in Charlestown,
in May, was read a second time.

Ordered, That Mr. Salvador and Mr. Thomas Middle-
ton, Jun., do carry the Ordinance to the honourable the
Legislative Council.

A Bill to increase the number of Firemasters in Charles-
town, and to empower any two of them to pull down any
such Houses, or other Buildings, as they shall acljudgeneces-
sary for the stopping and preventing the spreading of Fire,
was read a first time.

Resolved, That the Bill be read a second time. .

Mr. Salvador reported that he, with Mr. M1:ddleton, had
delivered the Ordinance they had in charge to the LeCTisla-
ti ve Council.

0

An Ordinance to suspend the Habeas Corpm Act, in
manner therein mentioned, was read a first time.

Resolved, That the Ordinance be read a second time.
And the same was read a second time.
Ordered, That Mr. McQueen and Mr. ]}Iacpherson do

carry the said Ordinance to the honourable the Legislative
Council.

Ordered, .That Captain Daniel Horry, Mr. Benjamin
Elliott, \he Honourable Mr. Drayton, Colonel Charles C.
Pinckney, and Captain Moultrie, be a Committee, to confer
with a Committee of the Legislative Council, on the proper
medium, and of the proper persons for carrying on the inter-
course, and conveying messages.to and from the Legislative
COllllCil and this House; respectively, and to report thereon...

40
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Captain Roger Smith reported that he, with Captain
Trapier, together with the Honourable Mr. Bee, of the
Legislative Council, had, according to order, waited on"his
Excellimcy the President, to know when he would be pleased
to receive the joint Address of the General Assembly and Le-
gislative Council, and that his Excellency was pleased to say
he would receive the same H)-morrow,twelve o'clock, in the
Council Chamber.

Ordered, That an Account of Mr. John Champneys,
which, by the late Congress, had been referred to a Com-
mittee, be referred to the following Committee of this House,
viz: Mr. William Parker, lVIr.Cannon, l\Ir. Chiffelle, Cap-
tain Savage, and Mr. Bacot.

Information being given to the House of the discovery of
a counterfeit Bill, of the denomination of three Pounds, is-
sued by authority of the late Congress,

Ordered, That Captain Mau.rice Simons, Captain Roger
Smith, and Mr. Powell, be a Committee to make inquiry
after, and to have secured, the counterfeiters and utterers of
such Bills or Certificates, in imitation of those issued by
order of Congress, with power to search persons and houses,
and seize upon such counterfeit Bills.

Message from the Legislative Council, by their Clerk.

"
In the I,egislative Council, April 2, 1776.

"ft'lr. ~peakcrand Gentlemen:

"
Upon the third reading of the Ordinance establishing

an Oath of Office, to be taken in manner therein mentioned,
this House is of opinion that some amendments are neces-
sary to be made thereto. We, therefore, desire your House
will be pleased to appoint a Committee to confer with a
Committee of this House, in the Conference-Room imme-
diately, on such amendments. Our Committee are the
Honourable Colonel Pinckney and the Honourable Mr.
Bee.

"By order of the House:
"GEORGE GAB. POWELL, Speaker."

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton, Captain
MoultT1:e, and Mr. Matthew:;, be a Committee, to confer
with a Committee of the honourable the Legislative Coun-
cil, upon the amendments proposed in the Ordinance refer-
red to in the foregoing 1\1essage.

Message to the Legislative Council.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen:
This House have appointed a Committee, to confer with

a Committee of the Legislative Council, on the proper me-
dium, and of the proper persons, for carrying on the inter-
course and conveying messages to and from the Legislative
Council and this House, respectively. 'Ve, therefore, de-
sire that your Honours will be pleased to appoint a Com-
mittee, to confer with a Committee of this House in the
Conference-Room, as soon as convenient, upon the above
business. Our Committee are Captain Daniel Horry, Mr.
Benjamin Elliott, the Honourable Mr. Drayton, Colonel
Pinckney, and Captain Alexander Moultrie.

Ordered, That the said Message be signed by Mr. Speak-
er, and carried to the honourable the Legislative Council by
Mr. John Parker and Mr. John Izard.

Mr. Parker reported that he, with Mr. Izard, had deliver-
ed the Message they had in charge to the Legislative Coun-
cil.

The Honourable Mr. Drayton, from the Committee upon
a free conference with a Committee from the Legislative
Council, touching certain amendments to an Ordinance, en-
titled" An Ordinance establishing an Oath of Office, to be
taken in manner therein mentioned," reported the amend-
ments arrreed to by the said Committee.

And ~he said amendments being debated, read, and pass-
ed thJee times,

Ordered, That they be made parts of the said Ordinance,
and sent to the Legislative Council.

Message from the Legislative Cou.ncil, by their Clerk.

"
In the Legislative Council, April 2, 1776.

"Mr. Spe(lker and Gentlemen:
"This House received a Message just now from your

House, by Mr. Parker and ~Ir. Izard, the address of which
beinrr 'To Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen,' we suppose must
.be d~ne through mistake, as the mode hitherto used by your

House hath been otherwise. We, therefore, beg leave to
return you the Message for amendment.

"
By order of the House:

"GEORGE GAB. POWELL, Speaker."

Ordered, That the words" Mr. Speaker and" be taken
out of the Message referred to, and the word" Honourable"
inserted in their stead.

Ordered, That Mr. Parker and Mr. Izard do carry the
said Message, as amended, to the Legislative Council.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House the Ordinance establishing Oaths of Office, to be
taken in manner therein mentioned, having been read a
third time in Legislative Council, and passed.

Ordered, That the Ordinance be engrossed.

On motion, Resolved, That his Excellency the President
and Commander-in-Chief, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Privy Council, may, and he is hereby, autho-
rized to design, and cause to be made, a Great Seal of South-
Carolina; and, until such a one can be made, to fix upon
a temporary Publick Seal.

Ordered, That the above Resolution be sent to the Legis-
lative Council for their concurrence, and to his Excellency
the President for his assent.

Ordered, That the said Resolution be engrossed, and
signed by Mr. Speaker; and that Mr. JlVeyman and Mr.
Rapley do carry the same to the Legislative Council.

Mr. Weyman reported that he, with Mr. Rapley, had de-
livered the Resolution they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought to this
House the Ordinance making disposition of Moneys for the
support of Government, and to enable the President and
Commander-in-Chief of South- Carolina for the time being,
to execute certain powers, in lllanner therein mentioned;
read twice in the Legislative Council.

Resolved, That the said Ordinance be now read a third
time.

In proceeding on the third reading thereof, it appearing
that the Legislative Council had introduced some amend-
ments,

Ordered, That Colonel Gadsden and the Honourable Mr.
Drayton do return the said Ordinance to the Legislative
Council, and point out to their Honours the mistake.

Message from the Legislative Council, by their Clerk.

"
In the Lcgislati ve Council, April 2, 1776.

" Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen:
"In answer to your Message of this day, we beg leave to

acquaint you that this House hath appointed the Honour-
able Colonel Pinckney and Mr. Bee a Committee, to meet
in free conference with your Committee, on a proper me-
dium, and of the proper persons, for carrying on the inter-
course and conveying messages to and from the two Houses,
respectively.

"By order of the House:
"GEORGE GAB. POWELL, Speaker."

Captain lWaurice Simons, from the Committee to inquire
after the counterfeiters or utterers of money, reported that
they had made some progress; and that Mr. Smithson and
Mr. Askew were at the door, ready for examination.

Mr. Smithson and :Mr. Askew being separately caIJed in,
and examined,

Ordered, That tlley be put under care of the Militia Guard,
until the Committee shall have made a further inquiry.

Ordered, That the said Committee do immediately pro-
ceed in the said further in~uiry.

Ordered, That Mr. Ueyman be added to the said Com-
mittee.

The Committee to consider what recompense and pro-
vision should be made for several persons wounded and dis-
abled in the pu blick service, and also for the families of such
as may b3 killed in the said service, delivered in a Report.

On motion, Resolved, That this House will choose their
Messengers by ballot.

A motion was made to adjourn the House to six o'clock,
in the evening; and the question being put, resolved in the
affirma tive.

And then the House adjourned to six of the clock, in the
evemng.
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Tuesday, April 2: 1776, Six o'clock, P. M.

The House met according to adjournment.
Captain ~"imonsreported, that the Committee to inquire

after the counterfeiters of money had prosecuted their in-
quiry, but made no further discovery.

Ordered, That Mr. Smithson and Mr. Askew be carried
before some Magistrate for eMmination, according to law,
so that such Magistrate may proceed therein as the case
may reqUIre.

The House proceeded to ballo(for their Messengers; and
the ballots being cast up, Mr. Speaker reported that Mr.
John Vinyard was, by a majority of votes, duly elected
First Messenger, and Captain John Stephenson, Second
Messenger.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Wednesday, April 3, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment.

On motion, Resolved, That the Report of the Commit-
tee to consider what recompense and provision should be
made for several persons wounded and disabled in the pub-
lick service; and, also, for the families of such as may be
killed in the said service, be taken into consideration to-mor-
row.

A Bill to prevent Sedition, and punish Insurgents and dis-
turbers of the peace, was read a second time.

On motion, the following clause was added to, read twice,
and made a part of the Bill :

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
all fines and penalties to be incurred by virtue of this act,
shall, upon recovery thereof, be paid into the Colony Trea-
suary, to be applied to, and for such uses and purposes as
are hereinbefore mentioned.

Ordered, That the Bill be sent to the Legislative Council.
Ordered, That Captain Lempriere and Mr. Verree do

canT the same to the Legislative Council.
Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton and Doc-

tor Haig be a Committee for a free conference with a Com-
mittee of the Legislative Council, touching the manner of
signing, and mode of delivery of their joint Address to his
Excellency the President.

Captain Lempriere reported, that he, with Mr. Verree,
had delivered the BilJ they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

Captain "Moultrie presented, according to order, 1m Ordi-
nance to repeal an Ordinance of the General Assembly,
'passed 2:3d February, 1771, appointing Henry Peronnea-u
and Benjamin Dart, Esquires, joint Publick Treasurers, and
to appoint Commissioners to take a state of the Treasury ;
and the same was received, and read a first time.

Resolved, That the Ordinance be read a second time.

The Honourable Mr. Drayton reported, that, in compli-
ance with the Message from this House to the Legislative
Council, touching the signing and delivery of the joint Ad-
dress to his Excellellcy the President, they appointed the
Honourable Colonel Pinckney and Doctor Oliphant as a
Committee, to confer with the Committee of this Honse;
and it was agreed, as the engrossed Address was in the Ge-
neral Assembly, the Speaker of this House should sign it
first, leaving room for the Speaker of the Legislative Coun-
cil to sign above; that then the Address should be sent to
the Legislative Council, to be signed by their Speaker, in
presence of both Houses.

On motion, Resolved, That the House do, in the present
instance, agree to the mode proposed in the above Report,
but that the same shall not be drawn into precedent.

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do sign the joint Address of
this House and the Legislative Council.

Message from the President, that his Excellency is now
in the Council Chamber, ready to receive this House with
their Address.

The House accordingly went into the Council Chamber;
and, being returned, Mr. Speaker reported, that the honour-
able the Legislative Council having, with this House, wait-
ed on his Excellency the President, with their joint Address,
his Excellency was pleased to return them the following
answer:

630

"Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Courwil,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the General Assembly:

" My most cordial thanks are due, and I request that you
wiII accevt them, for this solemn engagement of support in
discharging the duty of the honourable station to which, by
your favour, I have been elected. Be persuaded that no man
would embrace a just and equitable accommodation with
Great Britain more gladly than myself; but until so desir-
able an object can be obtained, the defence of my country,
and preservation of that Constitution which, from a perfect
knowledge of the rights and a lau?able regard to the happi-
ness of the people, you have so wIsely framed, shall engross
my whole attention.

""To this country I owe all that I hold dear and valuable,
and would with the greatest pleasure sacrifice every temporal
felicity to establish and perpetuate her freedom.

"JOHN RUTLEDGE.
"April 3,1776."

.

Ordered, That the joint Address of this House and the
honourable the Legislative Council, this day presented to
his Excellency the President, together with his Excellency's
Answer, be forthwith printed and made publick.

Message from the Legislative Council, by their Clerk.

"Tn the Legislative Council, April 3, 1776.

"lUr. Speaker and Gentlemen:
"In answer to the verbal message, just now received by

Colonel Gadsden and Mr. Chief Justice, relative to the
amendments made by this House to the Ordinance making
disposition of Moneys for the support of Government, and
to enable his Excellency the President and Commander-in-
Chief of South~Carolina for the time being, to execute cer-
tain powers in manner therein mentioned; we beg leave to
acquaint you, that, agreeable to your request, we have ex-
amined the Ordinance, and cannot find any mistake therein.
We, therefore, return the same, and shall be glad you wiII

.

point out to us, either by message or at a free conference of
both Houses, those mistakes you refer to.

" By order of the House:
"GEORGE GAB. POWELL, Speaker."

Colonel Pinckney, according to order, presented a Bill to
empower the Court of Admiralty to have jurisdiction in all
cases of capture of Ships or Vessels of the inhabitants of
Great Britain, Ireland, and the British West-Indies, and to
establish the trial by Jury in such cases.

And the same was received and read a first time.
Resolved, That the BiJI be read a second time.
An Ordinance to repeal an Ordinance of the General

Assembly, passed the 23d February, 1771, appointing Henry
Peronneau and Benjamin Dart, Esqs., joint Publick Trea-
surers, and to appoint Commissioners to take a state of the
Treasury, was read a second time.

Ordered, That Captain Townsend an~ Mr. John Boone,
do carry the said Ordinance to the Legislative Council.

Message to the Legislative Council.
In the General Assembly, April 3, 1776.

HOKOURABLEGENTLEMEN: Agreeable to your message,
desiring that a Committee should be appointed by this House
to have a free conference with a Committee of the Legisla-
tive Council, on certain amendments to an Ordinance making
disposition of Moneys for the support of Government, and
to enable his Excellency the President and Commander-in-
Chief of South- Carolina for the time being, to execute cer-
tain powers in manner therein mentioned, we have appoint-
ed a Committee to have a free conference with a Commit-
tee of your House, in the Conference-Room, as soon as may
be. Our Committee are Colonel Gadsden, the Honourable
Mr. Drayton, and Colonel Pinckney.

Ordered, That the said Message be engrossed, and that
Mr. Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney and the Honourable
Mr. Drayton do carry the said Message to the Legislative
Council.

A Bill for the more effectual prevention of Desertion of
the Soldiers and Sailors in the service of this Colony, and
for the punishment of those who shall ,harbour or conceal
them, was read a second time.

Ordered, That the said Bill be sent to the Legislative
Council.

...
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Captain Simons, from the Committee appointed for that
purpose, reported, that they had continued a diligent inquiry
after three Pound Counterfeit Bills, but could discover none
besides what had been produced to the House, which proba-
bly had been stolen; and that Mr. Smithson and Mr. As-
:kew had been held to bail.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Thursday, April 4, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment.
Captain Simons, from the Committee to make inquiry

after the Counterfeiters of the three Pound Bills, issued by
authority of Congress reported, that, notwithstanding the
Report made by him yesterday evening, more Counterfeit
Bills, of that denomination, had been discovered.

Ordered, That the said Committee do continue their
inquiry; and that they do also consider and report the best
ways and means of suppressing so dangerous an evil.

Ordered, That the Commissioners of the Treasury do
give a publick caution against receiving such Bills, of the
denominations of two Pounds ten Shillings and three Pounds,
as are signed by Edward Weyman, J. Berwick, and M. Si-
mons.

Ordered, That the Commissioners of the Treasury do
forbear to issue any more Bills of the above denomination,
and signatures, until the further order of this House.

Ordpred, That Mr. Philip Porcher, on account of the
illness of his family, have leave of absence.

Ordered, That Captain Rorrer Smith do wait on IIu!!h
Rutledge and Joshua 1Yard, E:sqs., to acquaint the forn~'er
of his having been elected Judge of the Admiralty, and the
latter of his being chosen an Assistant Judge, and to inquire
of them, respectively, if they are willing to qualify for those
offices.

The Order of the Day, to take into consideration the Re-
port of the Committee on what recompense and provision
should be made for several persons wounded arid disabled
in the publick service, and also for the families of such as
may be killed in the said service, was proceeded in. And
the said Report having been debated and amended, was
agreed to, and is as followeth:

Resolved, That the following recompense and provision
.be made, to wit:

To the family of James Birmingham, who, on the 19th
of November last, was wounded through the body, and died
the 22d of the same month, leaving a widow and a large
family very poor, one hundred Pounds, to be paid immedi-
ately to relieve their present distresses; and, frQm the 1st
day of April, 1776, to the widow an annuity of one hun-
dred Pounds during her widowhood, and afterwards to the
children, or child, under twelve years of age.

To William Dunlap, who lost a leg the 19th of Novem-
ber last, and has a wife and two children, pay to the 1st of
ft1larch, one hundred and two days, fifty-one Pounds, and
from the 1st March, 1776, an annuity during his life of
ninety Pounds.

To John Talbot, who lost his right arm and one eye the
25th of December last by firing a swivel, and has a wife
and children, to be paid immediately, in lieu of pay to 1st
April, 1776, an annuity during his life of one hundred
Pounds.

To Robert Cosby, who was wounded through the knee
20th of November last, and who, the Doctor believes, will
be impeded in walking, to be paid immediately, in lieu of
pay to tbe 1st of April, seventy Pounds.

To John Wilson, who was wounded in the wrist 20th of
November last, not yet cured, and who, it is believed, will
be disabled, to have the same provision as Robert Cosby.

To - Patterson, a Ranger, who had his skull frac-
tured 21st November, not yet cured, doubted whether he
ever will recover and be in his senses, to have the same
provision as Robert Cosby.

To ]}lichael Cane, who was wounded through the hand,
and cured, pay from the 28th of November last to the 29th
February, 1776, included, is ninety-three days, at ten Shil-
lings-forty-six Pounds ten Shillings.

To John Calhoun, who was wounded in the head 21st
November last, and is cured, a gratuity of thirty Pounds.

To Johnston, a Ranger, wounded through the
thigh, and cured, a gratuity of fifteen Pounds.

To Boles, who was wounded in the head the
21st of November, and cured, in lieu of pay twenty-five
Pounds.

To Trentham, wounded in the neck the 21st of
November, and cured, in lieu of pay twenty-five Pounds.

Resolved, That the annuities be paid every six months,
upon producing a certificate signed by one of the Field-Of-
ficers of the Regiment, and one Magistrate of the District,
where such persons reside.

. Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Report, as agreed
to by this House, be sent to the Legislative Council for
their concurrence.

Colonel Pinckney reported that he, with the Honourable
Mr. Drayton, had delivered the Message they had in charge
yesterday to the Legislative Council.

Captain l'oumsend reported, that he, with the Honour- C

able Mr. Boone, had delivered the Ordinance they had in
charge yesterday to the Legislative Council.

Message to hisETcellency the President.
Jj[ay it please your Excellency:

To the intent that your Excellency may commissionate
the several Civil Officers, chosen ag,Teeableto the constitu-
tion of Government, we herewith send you a list of their
names.

Ordered, Tbat the said Message be engrossed.
The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought to this

House an Ordinance to repeal an Ordinance passed 23d
February, 1771, appointing Henry Peronneau and BenJa-
min Dart, Esqs., joint Publick Treasurers, and to appoint
Commissioners to take a state of the Treasury; read twice
in the said Council.

.

Captain Roger Smith reported that he had, according to
order, waited on Mr. Hugh Rutledge and Mr. Joshua Ward
with the Message he had in charge, and that Mr. Rutledge
declared his willingness to qualify for the office to which
he had been chosen; but Mr. Ward said it would be in-
convenient for him to accept the place for an Assistant
Judge, and therefore he declined that honour.

A Bill to punish such as shall counterfeit, or utter know-
ing them to be counterfeit, the Certificates issued by the late
Houses of Assembly, or the Colonial or Continental Cun"en-
cy, which hath been, or shall be hereafter issued, was read
a second time.

Ordered, That Mr. William Parker and Mr. Theodore
Gaillard do carry the said Bill to the Legislative Council.

Mr. Parker reported, that he, with Mr. Gaillard, had
delivered the Bill they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

Ordered, That the Bill for the more effectual prevention
of the Desertion of the Soldiers or Sailors in the service of
this Colony, and for the punishment of those who shall har-
bour or conceal them, be carried to the Legislative Council
by Mr. William Skirving and Mr. Macpherson.

Mr. Skir'ving reported that he, and Mr. ~Macpherson,had
according to order, delivered the Bill they had in charge to
the Legislative Council.

Mr. Speaker reported, that Captain Stephenson, who, on
the 2d instant, was chosen one of the Messengers to this
House, having been sent for to take upon him that office,
had begged leave to decline accepting it on account of his
being severely afflicted with the rheumatism.

A Bill to increase the number of Firemasters in Charles-
town, and to empower any two of them to pull down any
such Houses, or other Buildings, as they shall adjudge neces-
sary for the stopping and preventing the spreading of Fire,
was read a second time.

Ordered, That the said Bill be sent to the Legislative
Council.

Mr. Parker reported that he, with Mr. Gaillard, had
delivered the Bill they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

On motion, that leave be given, and a Committee ap-
pointed, to bring in several clauses to be added to the Bill
for increasing the number of Firemasters ; at the third read-
ing thereof,

Ordered, That leave be given accordingly, and that
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Colonel Pinckney, the Rev. Mr. Tennent, Captain Roger
Smith, Mr. William Parker, and Mr. Toomer, be a Com-
mittee for that purpose.

The Honourable Mr. Drayton, from the Committee of
conference with a Committee of the Legislative Council,
on a proper medium and proper persons for carrying on the
intercourse between the two Houses, reported, that the Le-
gislative Council would send their Message by the Master
in Chancery, and, in his absence, by their Clerk.

A motion was made, that this House do resolve not to
receive the Message from the Legislative Council by their
Clerk.

A debate ensued; and the question being moved for the
previous question, whether that question should be now put?
It was determined in the negative.

The House being informed that the Master in Chancery
attended at the door, with a Message from the Legislative
Council,

A motion was made, that this House do resolve not to
receive Messages by the Master in Chancery.

And the question being put, it passed in the negative.
The Master in Chancery brought to this House a Bill to

prevent Sedition, and punish Insurgents and disturbers of
the publick peace; read a second time in the Legislative
Council.

Ordered, That the Messenger do summon Dr. Farrar
to attend his duty in this House at the meeting thereof to-
morrow mornmg.

A Bill to prevent Sedition, and punish Insurgents and
disturbers of the publick peace, was read a third time.

Resolved, That the Bill do pass; and that the title be,
An Act to prevent Sedition, and punish Insurgents and Dis-
turbers of the Publick Peace.

Ordered, That the said Bin be sent to the Legislative
Council, and that Captain McQueen and Mr. Thomas }Uid-
dleton do carry the same.

On motion,. Resolved, That the Commissioners of the
TreasUl'Yare, by the Resol ve of Congress of the 24th of
last month, authorized to pay the allowances to the Dele-
gates from this Colony to the Continental Congress.

Colonel Pinckney gave notice that he would, to-morrow,
move the House to resolve to make provision for the neces-
sary expenses of the said Delegates.

A Petition of Thomas Singleton was presented to the
House and read.

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the fol-
lowing Committee: Mr. William Parker, Mr. Cannon, Cap-
tain Savage, Dr. Haig, and Mr. Kalteisen.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Friday, April 5, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment.
Mr. Speaker laid before the House three Letters from the

Honourable Edward Rutledge, one of the Delegates re-
presenting this Colony in the Continental Congress, dated
Ph-iladelphia, 11th, 14th, and 15th of March, 1776.

Ordered, That the said Letters be read.
And they weTe read accordingly.
A motion was thereupon made, that this House do resolve

that this Colony will not enter into any treaty or correspon-
dence with Great Britain, or any Commissioners authorized
by that Court, but through the medium of the Continental
Congress.

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter from Alex-
ander Cameron, Esq., one of Mr. Stuart's Deputies, dated
Toquoh, in the Cherokee Country, 5th Jtlarch, 1776, to
Preston Hampton, a trader in the Valley.

An Ordinarice making disposition of Moneys for the sup-
port of Government, and to enable his Excellency the Pre-
sident and Commander-in-Chief of South-Carolina for the
time being, to exercise certain powers therein mentioned,
was read a third time.

.

The House was moved for leave to bring in a clause, by
way of amendment, to the said Ordinance.

Leave being given, the following was accordingly brought
m:

VII. And be it further ordained, by the authority afore-

said, That in case of the sickness of the President and Com-
mander-in-Chief for the time being, or of his absence from
Charlestown in other parts of the Colony, the Vice-Presi-
dent, being duly authorized by warrant under the hand and
seal for the President, shall and may have and exercise the
same powers touching the premises hereinbefore mentioned1
as are hereby given to or vested in the President.

And the said clause being read three times and passed,
Ordered, That the same be made a part of this Ordi-

nance.
Resolved, That the Ordinance do pass.
Ordered, That the same be sent to the Legislative Coun-

cil for their concurrence.
Ordered, That Mr. Charles Elliott. and Captain ltla-

ham do carry the said Ordinance to the Legislative Coun-
cil.

Ordered, That Captain Duming have leave of absence.

Mr. McQueen reported that he, with Mr. ltliddleton, had
delivered the Bill they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

Mr. ElUott reported that he, with Captain Maham, had
delivered the Ordinance they had in charge to the Legisla-
tive Council. .

Ordered, That Mr. John Gaillard and Mr. Simon Ber-
wick do carry the Report of the Committee to consider what
provision should be made for the persons therein mentioned,
disabled in the publick service, as agreed to by this House,
to the honourable the Legislative Council for their concur-
rence.

Mr. Gaillard reported that he, with Mr. Berwick, had
delivered the said Report to the Legislative Council.

The l\fessage to his Excellency the President, to accom~
pany a List of the Civil Officers chosen agreeable to the
Constitution, being engrossed,

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do sign the same; and that
Mr. Mattlwws and Captain Roger Smith do deliver the said
Message to his Excellency.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House an Act to prevent Sedition, and punish Insurgents and
disturbers of the publick peace, which had been read a third
time and passed.

Ordered, That the Act be engrossed.
Captain Roger Smith reported that he, with Mr. Mat-

thews, had delivered the :Message and List they had in
charge to his Excellency the President.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House an Ordinance for making disposition of Moneys for
the support of Government, and to enable his Excellency
the President and Commander-in-Chief of South-Carolina,
for the time being, to exercise certain powers in man-
ner therein mentioned, which had been read there a third
time and passed.

.

Ordered, That the Ordinance be engrossed;

On motion, that this House do make provision for paying
the expenses of the Delegates from this Colony at the Con-
tinental Congress, several sums were proposed.

And the question being put, on a motion to allow at the
rate of six hundred Pounds sterling a year for that purpose
to each Delegate, it was resolved in the affirmative.

An Ordinance to repeal an Ordinance of the General
Assembly, passed the 23d of February, 1771, appointing'
Henry Peronneau and Benjamin Dart, Esqrs., joint Publick
Treasurers; and to appoint Commissioners to take a state of
the Treasury; and also to empower the said Commissioners
to settle the Accounts of the late Powder' Receiver; was
read a third time.

Ordered, That the said Ordinance be sent to the Legis-
lative Council for their concurrence.

Ordered, That Captain Simons and Mr. "ftfcDonald do
carry the same tq the Legislative Council.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought &om that
House a Bill for the more effectual prevention of the Deser-
tion of the Soldiers and Sailors in the service of this Colony,
and for the punishment of those who shall harbour or con-
ceal them, or who shall purchase, receive, or conceal the
Arms, Clothes, or Accoutrements of Deserters.

And, also, a Bill to punish such as shall counterfeit, or
utter knowing them to be counterfeit, the Certifieates issued
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by the late House of Assembly, or the Colonial or Conti-
nental Currency, which hath been or shall be hereafter is.
sued.

Both read twice in the Legislative Council.
Captain Simons reported that he, with Mr. McDonald,

had delivered the Ordinance they had in charge to the Le-
gislative Council.

A Bill to punish such as shall counterfeit, or utter know-
ing them to be counterfeit, the Certificates issued by the late
Houses of Assembly, or the Colonial or Continental Cur-
rency, whieh hath been or shall be hereafter issued, was
read a third time.

Resolved, That the Bill do pass; and that the title be,
An Act to punish such as shall counterfeit, or utter knowing
them to be counterfeit, the Certificates issued by the late
Houses of Assembly, or the Colonial or Continental Cur-
rency, which hath been or shall be hereafter issued.

Ordered, That Captain Trapier and Captain Leifer do
carry the said Act to the Legislative Council for theIr con-
currence.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House an Ordinance to repeal an Ordinance of the General
Assembly, passed the 23d day of February, 1771, appoint-
ing Henry Peronneau and Benjamin Dart, Esquires, joint
Publick Treasurers; and to appoint Commissioners to take
a state of the Treasury; and, also, to empower the said
Commissioners to settle the Accounts of the late Powder
Receiver; read a third time and passed in the Legislative
Council.

Ordered, That the said Ordinance be engrossed.
Captain Trapier reported that he, with Captain Leger,

had delivered the Bill they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

A Bill for the more effectual prevention of the Desertion
of the Soldiers and Sailors in the service of this Colony, and
for the punishment of those who shall harbour or conceal
them, or who shall purchase, receive, or conceal the Arms,
Clothes, or Accoutrements of Deserters, was read a third
time.

Resolved, That the Bill do pass; and that the title be,
An Act for the more effectual prevention of the Desertion
of the Soldiers and Sailors in the service of this Colony,
and for the punishment of those who shall harbour or con-
ceal them, or who shall purchase, receive, or conceal the
Arms, Clothes, or Accoutrements of Deserters.

Ordered, That the Bill be sent to the Legislative Coun-
cil for their concurrence; and that Captain Harlston and
Mr. Loococ7cdo carry the same.

A Bill to empower the Court of Admiralty to have ju-
risdiction in all cases of capture of Ships or Vessels of the
inhabitants of Great Britain, Ireland, and the British West-
Indies, and to establish the trial by Jury in such cases, was
read a second time.

Ordered, That the Bill be sent to the Legislative Coun-
cil.

On motion, Resolved, That the Members of this House
do punctually attend the service thereof at the hour of ad-
journment, to-morrow, under a fine of five Pounds.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Saturday, April 6, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment.

On motion, Resolved, That the House will make suitable
provision for a Secretary, and other necessary officers, to the
honourable the Privy Council.

On motion, Resolved, That this House will make pro-
vision for the pay of a Clerk to the Commissary of Stores
for Regular Forces, not exceeding five hundred Pounds cur-
rency.

Captain Harlston reported that he, with Mr. Loococ7c,
had delivered the Bills they had in charge to the Legisla-
tive Council.

On motion, Resolved, That the Commissioners of the
Treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized to pay to Mrs.
Sarah Stuart, during the time that she may be restrained
of her libeity, the sum oCone hundred Pounds, currency,
per month, for her maintenance; and that the same shall

be reimhursed out of the profits of Mr. John Stuart's es-
tate, by the Committees in whose custody and possession,or
charge, the same now is.

On motion, Whereas the honourable the Continental Con-
gress hath resolved that, in the present situation of affairs, it
will be very dangerous to the liberties and welfare of Ame-
rica if any Colony should separately petition the King or
either House of Parliament: and whereas no step should
be left unessayed to promote the general welfare: and
whereas the sending Commissioners from Great Britain to
treat with the different Colonies, is dangerous to the sta-
bility of the liberties of Amer£ca :

Therefore Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Honse,
that no measures should be left unessayed to establish the
liberties of America, and to place them, as far as may be,
out of the reach of &audulent schemers, to subvert them by
negotiation; and that this Colony should not enter into any
treaty or correspondence with the Court of Great Britain,
or with any person or persons under that authority, but
through the medium of the Continental Congress.

Resolved, also, That it is the opinion of this House that
if any person or persons, sent from Great Britain to treat
with the several Colonies, shall arrive in this Colony by
water, such person or persons, and their retinue or company,
should not, upon any pretence, be al]owed to land, or to re-
main in the Colony longer than forty-eight hours, wind and
weather permitting; or while so remaining, to hold any com-
munication with any person in this Colony, but through his
Excellency the President; and if any such persons shall
arrive by land, they should be forthwith carefully escorted
out of the Colony, and not be permitted to hold any inter-
course with persons not for that purpose authorized by the
President, and that merely for the purpose of accommo-
dation.

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolutions be forthwith
printed and made publick.

Ordered, That a Message be sent to the President, with
a copy of the said Resolutions, requesting that copies thereof
may be forwarded to Georgia, North-Carolina, Virginia,
and the Continental Congress.

The following Message was accordingly drawn and agreed
to by the House;
ftilay it please your Excellency:

In the present conjunction of affairs, this House has
thought it expedient to come to the resolutions, a copy
whereof is herewith sent to your Excellency; and we re-
quest that you will be pleased to forward copies of them to
Georgia, North- Carolina, Vlrginia, and the Continental
Congress.

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Captain Trapl:er and Captain Roger
Smith do wait on his Excellency therewith.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House a Bill to punish those who shall counterfeit, or utter
knowing them to be counterfeit, the Certificates issued by
the late Houses of Assembly, or the Continental or Colonial
Currency which hath been or shall be hereafter issued, read
the third time and passed in the said Council.

Also, a Bill for the more effectual prevention of the de-
sertion of the Soldiers and Sailors in the service of this Co-
lony, and for the punishment of those who shall purchase,
receive, or conceal the Arms, Clothes, or Accoutrements of
Deserters; also read a third time and passed in the Legisla-
tive Council.

Ordered, That the said Bills be engrossed.
The Clerk of the Legislative Council likewise brought

from that House a Bill to increase the number of Firemas-
ters, and to empower any three of them to pull down any
such Houses, or other Buildings, as they shall adjudge neces-
sary for the stopping and preventing the spreading of Fire;
read a second time in the Legislative Council. -

Captain Moultrie, according to order, presented a Bill to
revive and continue, for the time therein mentioned, the seve.
ral Acts and clauses of Acts of the General Assembly, there-
in particularly mentioned. .

And the same was received and read'a first time.
Ordered, That the Bill be read a second time.

A Bill to increase the number of Firemasters in Charles-
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town, and to empower any three of them to pull down any
such Houses, or other Buildings, as they sball adjudge neces-
sary for the stopping and preventing tbe spreadincrof Fire;
was read a third time.

0

Colonel Pi'l1£kney, according to order, presented several
clauses, which leave had been moved for to be brought in
and added to the said BilL

And the same were received, read three several times,
amended, and passed, and areas followeth:

.IV. And be it further enacted by the authority afore-
sazd, That, in case any fire shall break out in the nilTht time
in Charlestown, every owner, or tenant, of every i~habited
house in the said town, shall put up a light in such house,
in one of the windows fronting the street, or a lantern light-
ed at the street door, and shall suffer the light to remain
there during the whole time of the fire, on pain of forfeiting
the sum of five Pounds, current money; to be recovered by
warrant of distress, and sale of the offender's goods, by any
one Justice of the Peace for the District of Charlestown.

V. And be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, That the said Firemasters shall purchase and provide
a sufficient quantity of ladders and buckets, to be kept with
the fire-engines, or in such other convenient place and
places in Charlestown as the said Firemasters shall think
proper, and the expense of providing such ladders and
buckets shall be borne and paid by the landlords and
owners of houses in Charlestown.

VI. And be it further enacted by the authority afore-
said, That it shall and may be lawful for each Firemaster,
and he is hereby empowered, to choose two Assistants,
whose business it shall be, under the direction of the Fire-
masters, to forn1 lanes, procure water, and take care that the
inhabitants do properly, and to the utmost of their strenoth
power, and abilities, aid and assist at the fire; and tobth~
intent that the said Firemasters and Assistants may be
known and distinguished, the said Firemasters shall attend
such fires with the usual fire-staves carried by them, and
the said Assistants, respectively, shall carry in their hands a
white staff; and in case any person or persons shall wilfully
and obstinately refuse or neglect to give reasonable aid and
assistance when commanded by the said Firemasters or their
Assistants, or any of them, he and they shall forfeit twenty
Pounds, lawful current money, each--<me moiety to the said
Assistants, and the other moiety to the said Firemasters, to
be given by them as a gratuity to such person or persons as
shall exert or distinguish themselves in doing any conside-
rable service at the fire, to be recovered in manner above-
mentioned; and all persons whatsoever, who shall do or
execute a matter or thing what"oever, for the preventinO" or
extinguishing fire, in obedience or in pursuance to the c~m-
mand or directions of the said Firemasters or their Assis-
tants, are hereby indemnified and saved harmless against
all and every person and persons whatsoever.

Ordered, That the said clauses be made parts of the
Bill.

Resolved, That the Bill do pass; and that the title be,
An Act, &c.

Ordered, That Mr. Verree and Captain Stone do carry
the said BiII to the Legislative Council.

,The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House an Ordinance for alterinO" the time of holdintr certain
Circuit Courts, and of holding the Court of Comm;'n Pleas,
and the Court of General Sessions, usually held in Charles-
town in May; read a second time in that House.

~j}[essage from the Legislative. Council, by their Clerk.

" J'lr. Speaker and Gentlemen:

"
This House hath read a second time an Ordinance for

altering the time of holding certain Circuit Courts, and of
holding the Court of Common Pleas, and the Court of Ge-
neral Sessions, usually held in Charlestown in J'lay; and
now return the same to yoU[ House. But, inasmuch as this
House is of opinion that the said Ordinance, beinO"a matter
of importance, requires several great alterations t; be made
thereto, do, therefore, propose a conference should be held
on the same, to sit without delay; and request you wiII be
pleased to appoint a Committee to meet a Committee of
this House, on this business. Our Committee are the Ho-
nO\1rable Colonel Pinckney and the Honourable Mr. Bee.

"By order of the House:
uGEORGE G~. POWELL, Speaker."

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney, the Honourable 1\1r.
Drayton, Mr. Salvador, and Mr. JUatthews, be a Commit-
tee to confer with a Committee of the Legislative Council
upon the subject mentioned in their Message.

llfessage to the Legislative Cou'l1£il.

IIonourable Gentlemen:
Agreeab]e to the Message just now received from your

House, we acquaiqt you that we have appointed a Com-
mittee, to confer with a Committee of your House, on the
alterations necessary to be made in the ordinance for aIter-
!ng the time of holding -certain Circuit Courts, and of hold-
mg the Court of Common Pleas, and the Court of General
Sessions, usually held in Charlestown in J'Iay. Our Com-
mittee are Colonel Pinckney, the Honourable Mr. Drayton,
and Mr. Matthews.

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Mr. ~lcq,ueen and Mr. Cordes do carry
the said Message to the LegIslative Council.

Ordered, That Mr. John Parker have leave of absence.

Mr. McQueen reported that he, with Mr. Cordes, had
delivered the Message they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton do, with
one of the Members of the Legislative Council, compare the
engrossed Ordinance, establishing an Oath of Office to be
taken in manner therein mentioned, with the original draft.

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney do, with one of the
Members of the Legislative Council, compare the engrossed
Ordinance for making disposition of Moneys for the support
of Government, and to enable his Excellency the President
and Commander-in-Chief of South-Carolina for the time
being, to execute certain powers therein mentioned, with the
original draft.

Colonel Pinckney reported, that the Ordinance commit-
ted to his charge bad been compared according to order, and
was found right.

The Honourable Mr. Drayton reported, that the Ordi-
nance ~ommitted to his charge had, according to order, been
compared, and was found right.

Message to Ilis Excellency the President.

May it please your Excellency :
This House, having two Ordinances of great importance

and exigency to present to your Excellency for your assent~
and the Legislative Council being adjourned tiWto-morrow,
twelve o'clock, we beg leave to request your Excellency
will be pleased to call them to meet at five o'clock this after-
noon, to the intent the said Ordinances may be then pre-
sented for your Excellency's assent.

Ordered, That the :Message be engrossed, and that :Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That :Mr. Hall and :Mr. ]}fcQuecn do wait an
his Excellency with the said Message.

Captain Roger Smith reported that he, with Captain
Trapicr, had waited on the President, and delivered. to his
Excellency the Message and Resolutions they had in charge.

Mr. Hall reported that he, with Mr. McQueen, had de-
livered to the President the Message they had in charge,
and that his Excellency was pleased to say he would give
orders. accordingly.

Ordered, That Captain Savage and :Mr. Rapky do wait
on the President with the engrossed Ordinances, which a~e
to be presented for his assent, and request that his ExcelleIJ-
cy will be pleased to cause the seals to be affixed thereto.

Mr. Rapley reported that he, with Captain Savage, hal,l
delivered tbe engrossed Ordinances they had in charO"c to
the President, and that his Excellency was pleased t~ say
he would cause the seals to be affixed accordingly.

.

The House was moved for leave to bring in an Ordinance
for appointing and ascertaining the duties of a :Musternlastcr-
General of this Colony.

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in such an Ordi-
nance, and that Colonel Pinckney and Colonel Gervais do
prepare and bring in the same.

And then the House adjourned till six of the clock, in the
evenmg.
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Saturday, April 6, 1776, P. M.

The House met according to adjournment.

Message from the President, by the Clerk of the Council.

"MR. SPEAKER: }lis Excellency the President is now
in the Council Chamber, ready to receive this House with
any Bills they may have ready to present for his assent."

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the House, went into the

Council Chamber.
And being returned, Mr. Speaker reported that this House

and the Legislative Council had attended his Excellency the
President in the Council Chamber, and presented to him-

An Ordinance establishing an Oath of Office, to be taken
in manner therein mentioned: .

And an Ordinance for making disposition of Moneys for
the support of Government, and to enable his Excellency
the President and Commander-in-Chief of South-Carolina
for the time being, to execute certain powers in manner
therein mentioned.

To both of which his Excellency had been pleased to
give his assent.

~k Verree reported that he, with Captain Stone, had de-
livered the Ordinance they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

Upon motion, Ordered, That a Message be sent to the
President, requesting that his Excellency will give orders
that proper measures may be taken, by sinking Chevaux-de-
Frise, and other ways, to obstruct the Bar of the Inlet to
Stono.

Resolved, That this House will make provision for the
expense attending the sinking such Chevaux-de-Frise, and
making such other obstructions on the Bar of the Inlet to
Stono as his Excellency the President shall order to be
made.

Ordered, That a copy of this Resolution be sent to the
honourable the Legislative Council for their concurrence,
and to his Excellency for his assent.

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do sign the same.
Ordered, That Mr. Salvador and Mr. De Saussure do

carry the said Resolution to the Legislative Council:
Mr. William Parker, from the Committee to whom M:r.

John Champneys's Account was referred, delivered in a Re-
port.

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed
till Monday.

Mr. Salvador reported that he, with Mr. De Saussure,
had delivered the Resolution they had in charge to the
Legislative Council.

On motion, That this House do adjourn to to-morrow,
twelve o'clock,

The question being put, it passed in the negative.
And then the House adjourned till Monday morning, nine

of the clock.
Monday, April B, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment.
The Order of the Day being read,
Ordered, That the consideration of the Report on Mr.

Champneys's Account be postponed.

Message to His Excellency the President.
May it please your Excellency:

This House, thinking it necessary that obstructions should
be laid on the Bar of the Inlet to Stono, have come to a
Resolution to make provision for the expense of that ser-
vice, which they request you will give orders to have exe-
cuted.

A Bill to revive and continue, for the time therein men-
tioned, the several Acts, and clauses of Acts, of the General
Assembly therein particularly mentioned, and to appropriate
certain Penalties, and confirm the powers of the Commis-
sioners of the Roads, Paths, Bridges, Creeks, Causeys, and
Water Passages, was read a second time.

The House was moved for leave to bring in several ad-
ditional clauses to the said Bill.

And leave being given accordingly, the following were
presented, received, severally read twice, and passed, and
are as followeth:

Also, such parts and clauses of an Act entitled An Act

for appointing Commissioners to layout a Road or Causey
over Lynch's Island, situate in Santee River, and for esta-
blishing Ferries therein, passed the 11th day of March,
1737, as respects the establishment of the Ferries therein
mentioned. Also, an additional Act to an Act entitled An
Act for the better regulation of Taverns and Punch-Houses,
passed the 8th day of JJfarch, 1741. Also, an Act for the
better establishing and regulating of Patrols in this Colony,
passed the 17th day of Jwne, 1746. Also, an Act for re-
gtllating the assize of Bread, passed the 16th day of March,
1749. Also, such parts and clauses of an Act entitled An
Act for reviving and continuing several Acts of the General
Assembly of this Province therein mentioned, and for amend-
ing one of the said Acts, entitled An Act for the better regu-
lation of the Militia of this Province, and for repealing the
former Acts for regulating the Militia, and for repealing Au
Act for the further security and better defence of this Pro-
vince, passed the 14th day of May, 1755, as respects the
amending the Militia Law of this Colony. Also, such
clauses and parts of an Act entitled An Act to revive and
continue such Acts and clauses of Acts of the General As-
sembly of this Province, and for amending some of the said
Acts in manner herein mentioned, passed the 7th day of
April, 1759, as respects Boats passing of Fort-Lyttle ton,
and the empowering of the GoveI'IJourand Council to limit
the number of Tavern licenses.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That where, in any of the said Acts, any power or autllO-
rity is given, or duly enjoined to the Governour, or any of
his Majesty's Justices of the Peace, Constables, or to any
other officers,that in all such cases, his Excellency the Pre-
sident for the time being, and the Justices, Constables, and
other officers, respectively, appointed, or to be appointed,
under the present Constitution of tl1e Colony, shall have
full power and authority to exercise all and every such pow-
ers and authorities, and to do and perform the several mat-
ters and things in the said Acts respectively required or
enjoined.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That all Commissioners of High-Roads and Private Roads,
Paths, Bridges, Creeks, Causeys, or for cleansing of Water-
Passages in this Colony, or foraltering, laying out, cleansing,
'or amending the same, who have hitherto been appointed
by virtue of any Act, or clause, or clauses of any Act or Acts
of the General Assembly now in force, or any such as are
revived by this Act, or by appointment of any Gover-
nour of this Colony hitherto, or by election in any Parish or
District in this Colony, or by any resolution of Congress,
shall have and exercise as full and ample powers and au-
thorities, to all intents and purposes whatsoever, as any Com-
missionersof High-Roads, or Private Roads, Paths, Bridges,
Creeks, Causeys, or 'Vater-Passages whatever, have hither-
to had, enjoyed, or received, by virtue of any law or laws,
resolution or resolutions, of Congress heretofore made for
that purpose.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That in case any of the Commissioners nominated or ap-
pointed as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to act, all and
every such Commissioner who shall so refuse to act, or ne-
glect his duty, shall forfi~itand pay the sum of one hundred
Pounds, current money, one-half to be applied to the use of
this Government, and the other half to him or them who
shall sue for the same.

Ordered, That the said Clauses be added to and made
parts of the Bill. _

And the question being put, that the Bill do pass a second
time, resolved in the affirmative.

Ordered, That Mr. Bvll and the Rev. Mr. Tennent do
carry the said Bill to the Legislative Council.

Ordered, That Captain JJloultrie do, together with one
of the Members of the Legislative Council, examine and
compare with the original draft, the engrossed copies of a
Bill to punish those who shall counterfeit, or utter know-
ing them to be counterfi)it, the Certificat/:)sissued by the late
Houses of Assembly, or the Continental or Colonial Cur-
rency, which hath been, or shall be hereafter issue; and
an Ordinance to repeal part of an Ordinance of the General
Assembly, passed t.

.

he 23d day of February, 1771, appoint-
ing Henry Peronneau and Benjamm Dart, Esquires, joint
Publick Treasurers} and to appoint Commissioners to take a
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state of the Treasury, and also to empower the said Com-
missioners to settle the Accounts of the late Powder Re-
CeIver.

Ordered, That Captain Roger Smith do, with one of
the Memb£;Jrsofthe Legislative Council, examine and com-
pare with the original draft the engrossed copies of a Bill for
the more effectual prevention of the desertion of the Soldiers
and Sailors in the service of this Colony, and for the pu-
nishment of those who shall harbour or conceal them, or who
shall purchase, receive, or conceal the Arms, Clothes, or
Accoutrements of Deserters; and a Bill to prevent Sedi-
tion, and punish Insurgents and disturbers of the publick
peace.

Captain Moultrie reported, that he, with one of the Mem-
bers of the Legislative Council, had examined and com-
pared the Bill. and the Ordinance he had in charge, and
they were found correct.

Captail) Ro!er Smith reported, that he, with a Member
of the Legislative Council, had examined the engrossed Bins
he had in charge, and found them right.

Colonel Pinckney, according to order, presented an Or-
dinance to ascertain the duties of a Mustennaster-General
of the Land and Sea Forces in the service of this Colony.

And the same was received, and read a first time.
Ordered, That the Ordinance be read a second time.
An Ordinance to ascertain the duties of a Mustermaster-

General of the Land and Naval Forces of this Colony, was
read a second time.

On motion, to fill up a blank for the daily pay of the
Mustermaster-General with five Pounds,

The question being put, it was passed in the negative.
A motion was then made to fin up the said blank with

four Pounds ten Shillings.
And the question being put, resolved in the affirmative.
A motion being made to fill up the blank for the daily

pay of a Deputy to the Mustermaster-General with three
Pounds,

The question being put, it passed in the negative.
A motion was then made to fin up the said blank with

fifty-five Shillings.
And the question being put, resolved in the affirmative.
ResoZved, That the Ordinancedo pass.
Ordered, That it be sent to the Legislative Council.
Ordered, That Captain Trapier and Mr. Berwick do

carry tbe said Ordinance to the Legislative Council.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton and Colo-
nel Pinckney do wait on his Excellency the President with
the Message of this date, and also the Ordinance and three
Bills that have been engrossed ami examined, and to request
that he will be pleased to cause the seals to be affixed thereto,
and also to signify his pleasure when he will receive this
House to present the same for his assent.

An Ordinance for altering the time of holding the Cir-
cuit Courts, and the Courts of Common Pleas, and General
Sessions in Charlestown, and for other purposes therein men-
tioned, was read a third time.

Ordered, That the Ordinance be sent to the Legislative
Council for their concurrence.

Ordered, That Mr. Elias Horry and Mr. Salvador do
carry the same to the Legislative Council.

On motion, Resolved, That this House will make provi-
sion for supplying all the Forces in the service of the Colony
with necessary Salt, not exceeding one quart per month each
man, instead of one pint, hitherto allowed.

On motion, Resolved, That every Member of this House
now in Charlestown do punctually attend the meeting there-
of, to-morrow morning, nnder a fine of five Pounds, to be
paid immediately.

On motion, Resolved, That this House will, to-morrow
afternoon, at five o'clock, proceed to choose by ballot such
Officers as remain to be chosen.

And then the House adjoumed til1 to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

excused from being of the Commissioners appointed by
Congress on the 24th of lJ'I{lrch last, to appraise and value
the Houses in Charlestown, being too far advanced in years
and infirm to perfonn that service; and that the number of
Commissioners then appointed were insufficient for the pur-
pose, .

Resolved, That Mr. lJ'lanigault and Dr. Chalmers be ex-
cused, agreeable to their request, and that Messrs., Samuel
Prioleau, Joshua Ward, John McCall, John Hopton, Jo-
seph Dill, TVilliam lJ'Iiller, Hopkin Price, Jonathan Sar-
razin, Daniel Legare, William Dou!Jhty, and Thomas
Doughty, be added to the said CommissIoners.

On motion, Resolved, That the sum of one thousand
Pounds be allowed and paid to Peter TirrwtJty, Secretary
to the late Congress, in full for his services in that station to
the 26th of ~j}farch last.

Resolved, That his Excellency the President be autho-
rized to issue his orders to the Commissioners of the Colony
Treasury, for the payment of the said sum of one thousand
Pounds to the said Peter Timothy, and also of his salary as
Secretary to the late Council of Safety; and also, for pay-
ment of such Accounts as shall appear to be due to him for
printing for the publick of this Colony.

On motion, Resolved, That his Excellency the President
be empowered to order payment of whatever shall appear to
be due to Peter Bonnetheau, Esquire, as Assistant to the
Secretary of the late Congress, during their last session, and
for such other services as he has perfonned, which have not
yet been provided for.

The Report of the Committee to whom the Petition of
Thomas Szngleton was referred, being taken into considera-
tion, and agreed to by the House, .

Resolved, That the sum of six hundred Pounds, curren-
cy, be paid out of the Colony Treasury to Thomas Single-
ton, in full of all his demands against the publick fordama-
ges he sustained by the intrenchment being laid through his
Land in Charlestown-Neck, and for the purchase of his Boat,
which was taken into the publick service in November last.

Captain Trapier reported, that he, with Mr. Berwick,
had delivered the Ordinance they had in charge to the Le-
gislative Council.
.

Mr. Bull reported, that he, with the Rev. Mr. Tennent,
had delivered the Bill they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

Mr. Elias Horry reported, that he, with Mr. Salvador,
had delivered the Ordinance they had in charge to the Le~
gislative Council.

A motion was made, that this House do resolve to choose
another Delegate to the Continental Congress.

After some debate, the previous question was moved for,
and put, whether that question should be now put? And it
passed in tbe negative.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House a Bill to increase the number of Firemasters in
Charlestown, and to empower any three of them to pull
down any such Houses, or other Buildings, as they shall ad-
judge necessary for the stopping and preventing the spread-
ing of Fire; read a third time in that House.

Ordered, That the Bill be engrossed.
And the same being engrossed, .
Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney, together with one.

Member of the Legislative Council, do examine and com-
pare the same with the original draft.

Colonel Pinckney reported that, having examined and
compared the Bill according to order, the same was found
right.

Ordered, That the said Bill be carried to his Excellency
the President, in order to have the seal affixed thereto.

On motion, Resolved, That this House will make like
provision the present year for the Clothing of the First and
Second Regiments of Infantry, and the Regiment of Ran-
gers in the service of this Colony, as was made for them
by resolution of Congress for the year PaBt.

Ordered, That the follo\ving gentlemen be a Committee

T 1 A
"
I 1 6

to purchase and ship such commodities as may be necessary
neSt ay, pn 9 77. b 1

.
d d Id r. d .

f C
.

'. ' to e s llppe an so 101'payment an procurIng 0 10thl110-
The House met accordmg to adJOurnment. for the First and Second Regiments of Infantry, and th~
Upon representation made to this House, that Gabriel Regiment of Rangers, in the service of this Colony, and Tor

Manigault and Lionel Chalmers, Esquires, requested to be the hiring or purchaBingand fitting out proper vessels for that
FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v. 41
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purpose, viz: George Abbott Hall, Roger Smith, Thomas
Corbett, Robert Tflilliam Powell, and Aaron Loocock, Es-
iJUires. .

Colonel Pinckney reported, that he had delivered tbe seve-
rnl engrossed Bills and Ordinances he had in charge to his
Excellency the President, to have the seals affixed to them;
and that his Excellency was pleased to say he would have
the seals affixed accordingly; and that he would receive this
House in the Council Chamber at six o'clock, with such
Bills as they may then have ready to present for his assent.

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the Treasury do
advance and pay to George Abbott Hall, Roger Smith,
Robert William Powell, Thomas Corbett, and Aaron Loo-
cock, Esqs., such sums of Money as may be necessary for
the purchase of Rice, or other produce of this Colony, to
be shipped by them to a foreign market, in order to be sold,
and the produce thereof applied in the purchas

.

e of Clothing
for the First and Second Regiments of Infantry, and the
Regiment of Rangers, in the service of this Colony; and
also, for the hire or purchase, and fitting out of proper ves-
sels for that service.

Ordered, That this Resolution be sent to the Legislative
Council for their concurrence, and to his Excellency the
President for his assent.

Ordered, That the said Message be engrossed, and that
Mr. Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney and Mr. Chiffelle do
carry the said Message to the Legislative Council.

The Report of the Committee to whom Mr. Champneys's
Account was referred, being taken' into consideration, was
agreed to by the House, viz: That :Mr. Champneys, for the
sundry articles enumerated in his account, for which he
charges the publick five hundred Pounds, is entitled to no
more than fifty Pounds for damages at his Plantation. That
seventy-five Pounds be allowed him for the hire of Stores at
his Plantation. That a commission of five per centum be
allowed him on sixteen hundred and fourteen Pounds eleven
Shillings and eleven Pence, the amount of Rice retailed for
the publick benefit, which is eighty Pounds fourteen Shil-
lings and six Pence; and that one hundred and seven
Pounds ten Shillings be allowed him for Boards delivel'ed
to Mr. Cannon for the publick use; ann that those ~llow-
ances made, (the Congress having before disallowed the
charge he made of five hundred and eighty-one Pounds four
Shillings and five Pence, for buying and selling Rice,) leave
a balance due from Mr. Champneys to the publick, on s(lle
of Rice, thirteen hundred and one Pounds seven Shillings
and three Pence, subject, in the opinion of the Committee,
to the direction of this House.

Ordered, That the said balance of thirteep hundred and
one Pounds seven Shillings and three Pence, in the hands
of Mr. John Champneys, due to the publick, be by him paid
into the Colony Treasury within one month.

The House being informed that several sums of Money
remain due to the publick for Rice sold,

Ordered, That Mr. Gibbes, Mr. TVilliam Parker, Mr.
Corbett, Mr. Blake, Mr. Chiffelle, Mr. Roger Smith, Mr.
Simons, Mr. Dupont, and Mr. Hall, be a Committee to
inquire and report what quantities of Rice, and other com-
modities, have been received and purchased on the publick
account by the Commissioners appointed for that purpose
under the authority of Congress, and also to inquire and
report what other Rice and commodities have been pur-
chased or shipped by order of the Secret Committee and
Council of Safety, how the same has been disposed of, and
what sums or balances are now due to the publick on the
score of such Rice and commodities.

Ordered, That the said Commissioners have power to
send for Persons and Papers, and to demano and receive
from all persons who shall appear to be indebted to the pub-
lick on the foregoing accounts, the several sums from them
respectively due, and to pay over the samfi into the hands of
the Commissioners of the Treasury.

John Neufville, Esq., one bf the Commissioners of the
Treasury, requested leave to resign that office; and persist-
ing in his request, it was granted.

A Petition of Henry Aitkin, late Master of the Ship
.Port-Henderson, was presented and read.

Ordered, That the said Petition be referred to the £01-

lowing Committee, viz: Mr; Dupont, Mr. Roger Smith,
and Mr. Chiffelle.

.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought fi'om that.
House a Bill to empower the Court of Admiralty to havc
jurIsdiction in all cases of capture of the Ships and other
Vessels of the inhabitants of Great Britain, Ireland, the
British West-Indies, Nova-Scotia, and East and liVest-flo-
rida; to establish the trial by Jury in the Court of Admi-
ralty in cases of capture, and for the other purposes therein
mentioned; read a second time in that House. Also, an
Ordinance to ascertain the duties of a Mustermaster-Gcne-
ral o( the Land and Sea Forces in the service of this Colo-
ny; read twice in the Legislative Council.

The Ordinance being then read a third time in this House,
Ordered, That the same do pass.
Ordered, That Mr. .Jffiddleton and Mr. Bull do carry

the said Ordinance to the Legislative Council.
The Clerk of the Legislative Cou.ncil brought from that

House an Ordinance for altering the time of holding the en-
suing Circuit Court,S,and the Courts of Common Pleas, and
the General Sessions, in Charlestown, and for other pur-
poses therein mentioned; read a third time in that House.

Resolved, That the Ordinance do pass.
Ordered, That the Ordinance be engrossed.
A Bill to empower the Court of Admiralty to have juris-

diction in all cases of capture of the Ships and other Ves-
sels of the inhabitants of Great Britain, Ireland, the British
West-Indies, Nova-Scotia, and East and West-Florida, to
establish the trial by Jury in the Court of Admiralty, In
cases of capture, and for the other purposes therein men-
tioned ; was read a third time.

Resolved, That the Bill do pass; and that the titlebe, An
Act, &c. .

Ordered, That Mr. Bull and Mr. Salvador do carry the
Bill to the Le~islative Council for their concurrence.

And then the House adjourned till half-past five of the
clock, in the afternoon.

Five o'clock,P. M.
The House met according to adjournment.

JJfessage from the President, by the Clerk of the Council.

" Mr. SPEAKER: His Excellency the President is now in
the Council Chamber, ready to receive this House with any
Bills they may have to present for his assent."

And then the lVressenger withdrew.
Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the House, attended his

Excellency in the Council Chambcr.
And being returned, Mr. Speaker reported that this

House, with the Legislative Council, having attended his
Excellency in the Council Chamber, and presented to him
the following Ordinance and Bills, he had been pleased to
give his assent to them, viz:

An Ordinance to repeal part of an Ordinance of the Gene-
ralAssembly, passed the 23d day of February, 1771, ap-
pointing Henry Peronneau and Benjamin Dart, Esquires,
joint Pub]iek Treasurers, and to appoint Commissioners to
take a state of the Treasury; and, also, to empower the said
Commissioners to settle the Accounts of the late Powder
Receiver.

An Act to increase the number of Firema~ters in Charles-
town, and to empower any three of them to pull down any
such Houses, or other Buildings, as they shall adjudge ne-
cessary for the stopping and preventing the spreading of
Fire, and for a1tering and repealing such parts of an Aet as
is therein mentioned.

An Act to punish those who shall c;oupterfeit, or utter
knowing them to be counterfeit, the Certificates issued by the
late Houses of Assembly, or the Continental or Colonial
Currency, which hath been a1ready, or shall be hereafter is-
sued.

An Act for the more effectua1 prevention of the Desertion
of the Soldiers and Sailors in the service of this Colony,
and for the punishment of those who shall harbour and con-
ceal them, or who shaH purchase, receive, or conceal the
Arms, Clothes, or Accoutrements of Deserters.

Ordered, That the latter Act be forthwith printed, and
made publiek.

The House then proceeded, with the Members of the
hopourable the Legislative Cbuncil, who attended in the
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General Assembly for that purpose, to ballot for two Com-
missioners of the Colony Treasury.

And the ballots being cast up, Mr. Speaker reported that
l¥illiam Parker, Esq., one of the gentlemen balloted for,
appeared to have the votes of a majority of the Members
present.

And he was accordingly declared duly elected,
Both Houses then proceeded to ballot for another Com-

missioner of the Treasury.
And the ballots being cast up, Mr. Speaker reported that

Edward Blake, Esq., was duly elected a Commissioner of
the Treasury.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

now received fi'om your House, this House have appointed
a Committee, to confer with a Committee of your House, on
such amendments as may be necessary tp be made to the
Bill to empower the Court of Admiralty to. have jurisdiction
in all cases of capture of Ships or Vessels of the inhabitants
of Great Brita in, Ireland, and the British West-Indies, and
to establish the trial by Jury in such cases. Our Commit-
tee are Colonel Pinckney and the Hon. Mr. Drayton.

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney and the Honourable Mr.
Drayton do carry the said Message to the LeO"islative CO\ln-
cil.

0

Colonel Pinckney, from the Committee of Conference, re-
ported several amendments proposed in the Conference;
which being read, were severally agreed to, and ordered to
be made parts of the Bill,

A Bill to revive and continue, for the time therein men-
tioned, the several Acts and clauses of Acts of the General
Assembly, therein particularly mentioned, was read the third
time.

Resolved, That the BiJl do pass; and that the title be, An
Act, &c.

Ordered, That the Bill be sent to the Legislative Coun-
cil for their concurre~ce.

Ordered, That Captain Moultrie and MI'. Bacot do carry
the same to the Legislative Council.

Captain Moultrie reported, that he, 'with Mr, Bacot, had
delivered the Bill they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

A Petition of Thomas Fletchall, Robert Cunningham,
Patrick Cunningham, Robert Peads, Elisha Robinson,
Pinkethman Hawkins, James Alexander, Thomas 1Visdom,
William Dodgen, Jlenry Green, and Robert Proctor, Pri-
soners in Charlestown Jail, principal actors in the late com-
motions in the interior parts of the Colony, was presented
and read.

After some debate thereon, a motion was made, and se-
conded, for leave to withdraw the Petition.

And the question being put, it passed in the negative.
Ordered, That the Petition do lie on the table.
The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that

House a Bill to empower the Court of Admiralty to have
jurisdiction in all cases of capture of Ships or Vessels of the
inhabitants of Great Britazn, Ireland, the British West-
Indies, Nova-Scotia, and East and lVcst-Florida, and to
establish the trial by JI,lryin such cases; read the third time,
and passed in that House.

Ordered, That the Bill be engrossed.
The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that

House an Ordinance to ascertain the duties of a Muster-
master-General of the Land and Naval Forces in the ser-
vice of this Colony; read a third time, and passed in the
Legislative Council.

Ordered, That the Ordinance be engrossed.
The House was moved, that a Committee be appointed to

prepare an Address to be presented to his Excellency the
President and Commander-in-Chief, requesting that he will
be pleased to order a day of solemn Fasting, Prayer, and
Humiliation, to be observed throughoUt this Colony. .

Ordered, That Colone! Pinckney and the Rev, Mr. Ten-
nent be a Committee to prepare and bring in the same.

"
In the Legislative Council, April 10, 1776,

"Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen: C}rdered, That Captain M~Q1t~en,Mr. Verree, and Mr.

" Upon the third reading of the Bill to empower the Court Chiffelle, be a Committee to mqUlre and report the names
of Admiralty to have jurisdiction in all cases of capture of of such persons, amongst th~ late Insurgents, as are proper
Ships or Vessels of the inhabitants of Great Britain, Ire- to be excepted m a declaratlol).of pardon or amnesty.
land,.and the British .1Vest-Ind.ies,an~ t? establish the trial by Resolved, That Mr. Speaker do issue Writs for the e!ec-
Jury In such cases, this House ISof opmJOnthat some amend- tion of Members of the General Assembly, to fill up such
me~ts are necessarY,to be made thereto., We, ther~fore, vacancies as have already happened, or may, from time to
desire your, House wJl~be pleas.ed to ap~OJnta Committee, time, happen in any of the Parishes and Districts through-
to confer with a Committee of this House m the Conference- out the Colony.
Room immediately, on such amendments. Our Commit- 0 t ' R 1 d Th . t th
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Message to the Legtslatwe Counczl. was proceeded in accordingly.
HONOURABLEGIi:NTLEMIi:N:Agreeable to a Message just And the ballots being reckoned, Mr. Speaker reported.

'*'

Wednesday, April 10, 1776,

The House met according' to adjournment.
A Petition of David Baty was presented and read.
After which, the :l\fember who presented it requested

leave to withdraw the same.
And it was withdrawn accordingly.
On motion, that this House do resolve that it is neces-

sary a Commander of the Navy of this Colony, subordinate
to the President, should be appointed, a debate arose, and
the question being put, it passed in the negative.

The Clerk of the Legislative Council brought from that
House a Bill to revive and continue, for the time therein
meI!tioned, the several Acts and clauses of Acts therein par-
ticularly mentioned, and to appropriate certain Penalties, and
confirm the powers of Commissioners of Roads; read a se-
cond time in the Legislative Council.

~

The House was moved for leave to bring in an Ordinance
for vesting certain powers and authorities, in subordination
to the President, in the Commander-in-Chief, for the time
being, of the first-rate Vesse! in the Colony service.

And the question being put, resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered, That such an Ordinance. be brought in; and

that the Honourable Mr. Drayton, Captain Lempriere, Cap-
tain John Huger, Colonel Pinckney, and Captain Moultrie,
do prepare and bring in the same.

Mr. Dupont reported from the Committee to whom the
Petition of Henry Aitkin was referred. And he read the
Report in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at the
Clerk's table, where the same was read, and is as followeth:

That, having examined the accounts of the Petitioner,
they found a balance of three thousand one hundred and
fifty-eight Pounds sixteen Shillings due from the Ship Port-
Henderson, of which, five hundred and fifty-eight Pounds
twelve Shillings were for wages. That the sum of three
hundred and one Pounds sixteen Shillings and nine Pence
appears to bea Bill of Exchange paid to Mr. Nathaniel Rus-
sell, which bill being drawn upon himself, is now of no value.
They, therefore, recommend that these two sums, making
together eight hundred and sixty Pounds eight Shillings and
nine Pence, currency, be paid to CaEtain Aitkin out of the
proceeds of the cargo of the Ship Port-Henderson; also,
the sum of four hundred and sixty-nine Pounds eight Shil-
lings and nine Pence, which Captain Aitkin has received
from sundry passengers, and expended on the said Ship, and
which is now demanded of him by the said passengers.

Message frQm the Legislative Council, by their Clerk.
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that Clement Lempriere, E~quire, was duly elected Captain
and Commander of the Colony Ship-of-War PrQsper.

On motion, Resolved, That the Certi6cates issued, and to
be issued, in pursuance of the Resolutions of Congress of the
14th of June, 1775, whirh have not been signed by Mr.
]{eufville and Mr. Bacot, two of the late Commissioners of
the Treasury, shall be numbered and signed by Mr. Gibbes,
and the other Commissioner nominated yesterday.

On motion, that the Report of the Committee on Henry
Aitkin's Petition be now taken under consideration, the
question was put, and it passed in the negative.

And then the House adjourned till to-morrow morning,
nine of the clock.

Thursday, April 11, 1776.

The House met according to adjournment.

Colonel Pinckney, from the Committee to prepare a Mes-
sage to the President, to request that his Excellency will
issue his Proclamation appointing a General Fast, reported
the following Message to the President:
May it please your Excellenr:y :

The House, sensible of their dependance upon the Su-
preme Ruler of all events, and impressed with sentiments of
gratitude for the many signal interpositions of Heaven in
favour of American liberty in general, and of this Colony in
particular; more especially in the late happy establishment
of a Constitution of Qovernment, framed by the Representa-
tives of this Colony for their security and good order, until
an accommodation shall take place between (heat Britain
and the Colonies, do request that your Excellency will
please to issue your Proclamation, appointing a day of Fast-
ing, Humiliation and Prayer, to be observed throughout this
Colony, exhorting and commanding the people, of every de-
nomination, to confess and deplore their sins against Almighty
God; thankfully to acknowledge his unmprited goodness;
earnestly to implore his blessing upon all endeavours for the
security of American rights; that he would be pleased to
direct the united Councils of these Colonies, and prosper
their arms for the defence of theirlives, liberties, and proper-
ties, against the cruelty of their invaders; and that he would
aid and bless the present constitutional authority of this Co-
lony. And this House do likewise request that your Excel-
lency would be pleased strictly to enjoin all Clergymen to
make proper prayers, and deliver proper discourses upon
the occasion.

And the same being agreed to by the House,
Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.

Speaker do sign the same.
Ordered, That ColQnel Daniel Horry and Colonel Pinck-

ney do carry the said Message to his Excellency the Presi-
dent.

]J:Jessage to the President.

Afay it please your Ex('ell<mcy:
This House beg leave to acquaint your Excellency that

Clement Lempriere, Esq., was yesterday duly chosen by the
Members of the honourable the Legislative Council and of
this House, to be Captain and Commander of the Colony
Ship-of-War Prosper.

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That the Honourable 1\Tr. Drayton and Colo-
nel Pinckney do carry the Message to the President; and
that they do, at the same time, acquaint his Excellency that
this House have several Acts and OrdinancE's rE'ady to be
presented for his assent, as soon as it may be his pleasure to
receive them.

Colonel Pinckney reported, that he, with Colonel IIorry,
had delivered the Message they had in charge to the Presi-
dent; and that his Excellency was pleased to say he would
issue a Proclamation, as requested in the Message.

The Honourable ~fr. Drayton reported, that he, with Co-
lonel Pinckney, had delivered the ]\lessage they had in
charrre to the President; and that his Excellency was
plea;ecl to say he would acquaint the House when he should
be ready to receive them.

Ordered, That Captain Simons and ;\Tr. Elias lIorry do
wait on the President with such BiJls and Ordinances as are
engrossed, and desire his Excellency will be pleased to cause
-the seals to be affixed thereto.

Ordered, Thatthe Honourable Mr. Drayton and Captain
Savage do make immediate inquiry of Edward Blake, Esq.,
Commissary for the Naval Department, and yesterday cho-
sen one of the Commissioners of the Colony Treasury, which
of the two Departments he chooses to act in.

Mr. Elias Horry reported, that he, with Captain Simons,
had waited on the President with the engrossed Bills and
Ordinances they had in charge, and that his Excellency
was pleased to say he would cause the seals to be affixed
thereto.

Ordered, That Mr. Loocock, Mr. Rapley, and Mr. Sal-
vador, be a Committee to inquire and report proper places
of election for such Districts as are not yet 6xed or divided
into Parishes, and, also, proper persons to attend and receive
the Votes of the Electors.

The Honourable Mr. Drayton reported, that he, with
Captain Savage, had made the inquiry they were ordered,
of Captain Blake, and that Captain Blake said he chose to
act as a Commissioner of the Treasury, and to decline the
Office of Commissary for the Naval Department.

Colonel Pinckney presented, according to order, an Ordi-
nance to appoint a Commander of the Navy of this Colony,
subject to the immediate command of the President and
Commander-in-Chief; and the same was received and read
a 6rst time.

Ordered, That the Ordinance be read a second time.

Ordered, That Mr. Corbett, :l\Ir. Bacot, Mr. Powell, and
Mr. Chijfelle, be a Committee to examine the Receipts of
the Paymasters of the several Regiments in the service of
this Colony, and to compare thern with the Pay-Bills which
are, or ought to be, lodged in the Treasury, and to order the
balance, if any in such Paymasters' hands, to be paid into
the Colony Treasury.

An Ordinance to appoint a Commander of the Navy of
this Colony, subject to the immediate command of the Pre-
sident and Commander-in-Chief, was read a second timc,
and passed.

Ordered, That the Ordinance be sent to the Legislative
Council.

Ordered, That Mr. Dupont and Mr. Berwick do carry
the same to the Legislative Council. "

A motion was made, that this Honse do resol ve to make
provision for a Chaplain to each of the Regiments as soon
as such Regiments, respectively, have two hundred 1\'len.

And the question being put, resolvcd in the affirmative.
A motion was made, that such Chaplains be allowed a

Salary of one thousand Pounds a year, each, and two Rations
per day.

And the question being put, it passed in the negative.
A motion was then made, that the Salary be, seven hun-

dred Pounds a year, each, and two Rations per day.
And the question being put, resolved in the affirmative.

The Report of the Committee on Captain Aitkin's Pe-
tition being taken into consideration, the same was debated
on, paragraph by paragraph, and agreed to, after a question
being put upon each.

Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed by the latc
Congress for the sale of the Cargo of the Ship Port-Hen-
derson, Henry Aitkin late Master, be authorized to pay to
the said Henry Aitkin, out of the proceeds of such sales,
the sum of 6ve hundred and fifty-eight Pounds twelve Shil-
lings, currency, due to him for "\Vages; also, the Sllm of three
hundred and one Pounds sixteen ShilJings and nine Pencp,
for a Bill of Exchange paid to Mr. Nathaniel Russell, which,
being drawn upon himself, is now of no value; and, also,
the sum of four hundred and sixty-nine pounds eigbt Shil-
lings and nine Pence, currency, which Captain Aitkin h:ls
received from several passengers, and expended on the said
Ship, and is now demanded of him by the said passenO"ers.

Ordered, That a copy of the above Resolution be S(~~tto
the Legislative Council for their concurrence, and to his
Excellency the President for his assent.

Ordered, That the said Resolution be engrossed, and
that Mr. Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Mr. Dupont and Mr. Corbett do carry the
said Message to the Legislative Council.

On motion, Resolved, That this House will make provi-
'sion for the payment of all reasonable charges attending the
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cure of any Militia-men who shall fall sick while drafted, and
doino- duty in the service of the Colony, until a General Hos-
pitatshall be established: provided that the said Militia-men
shall not be, in the judgment of this House, in circumstances
to defray that expense.

Message to the President.

May it please your Excellency:
The Congress, on the 28th of November last, resolved that

a General Hospital for the sick and wounded men of the
Provincial Land Forces, for Seamen, and the Militia, should
be established and that a Director-General thereof should. ' - - - -.

be appOInted; and ordered that the then CouncIl of Safety
should carry the said resolution into execution; which ser-
vice has not yet been done. 'Wherefore, and as this House
are of opinion that such an establishment and appointment
ouo-ht to take place, they request your Excellency will give
pr;per orders for the purpose, and, in the mean time, direct
that proper care be taken of the cou~try Militia doin~ duty'
in Charlestown as have or shall fall sIck, or get hurt III the
serVIce.

Ordered, That the said Message be engrossed, and that
:Mr. Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That Colonel Pinckney and Coionelllorry do
carry the Message to his Excellency.

Mr. Dupont reported, that he, with Mr. Berwick, had de-
livered the Ordinance they had in charge to the Legislative
Council.

Mr. Loocock reported from the Committee to inquire and
report proper places of election for such Districts as are not
yet fixed or divide~ into Parishes; and, also, proper persons
to attend and receIve the."V otes of the Electors. And he
read the Report in his place, and afterwards delivered it at
the Clerk's table, where the same was rcad and agreed to,
as followeth:

Resolved, That the election of Members of the General
Assembly, in the District eastward of the 1Vateree River,
should be held at the Court-House in Camden; and that the
Commissioners to attend and receive the Votes of the Elec-
tors be John Wylly, Richard Richardson, Jun., Matthew
Sino-leton, George Douglas, and James Bradley, Esquires.
Th~t the election for the District of Ninety-Six should be
held at the Indian Camp, near :Major Andrew Tfilliamson's;
and that the Commissioners be Major fflilliarnwn, Captain
Andrews, Captain llammond, Patrick Calhoun, and TVil-
limn ]}Ioore, Esquires. That the election for the District of
Saxe-Gotha should be held at Granby, on the Congaree
River; and that the Commissioners be William Arthur, B en-

jamin Farrar, Ralph I-Inmphries, Jacob Rii;kman, Esqs.,
and Mr. Jacob Friday. That the election for the District
betweeh Broad and Saluda Rivers being subdividl'd, should
be as follows: 1, For the Lower District, four Members to
be elected, at or near the Meeting-House near Adam Sum-
mers's; and that the Commissioners be Adam Summers, Jun.,
]}[ichael Litener, George Strother, Jonas Beard, and Mr.
GeorO'e Swighead; 2, For the Middle or Little River Dis-
trict, four Members to be elected, at Captain Ilammond's
Old Store; and that the Commissioners be John TViZliams,
James ff1illiams, James Linley, Robert ]}[cCreary, alld Jona-
than Downes, Esquires; 3, For the Upper or Spartan Dis-
trict, four Members to be elected, at or near tbe ]Ueeting-
House, Fair-Forest; and that the Commissioners be Colonel
TIU'.Imas, Captain Andrew Berry, Captain Thomas Bran-
don, Captain Ralph Smith, and John Thomas, Jun., Esqs.
That the election for the District bet\veen Broad ane! Ca-
tawba Rivers should be at Captain TVinn's Old Place; and
that theTCommissiol.1ers be Captaio Robert Patton, Captain
fTlilliam Lang, and Messrs. William Stratner, Joseph Kirk-
land, and Charles Daniel Bradford,. And that the election
for the New-Acquisition be at or near ColQnel Thomas
Neefs; and that the Commissioners be Colonel Neel, Wil-
liam Byers, John Howe, Francis Adams, and Samuel Wat-
son, Esquires.

Ordered, That the Clerk do cause the foregoing Reso-
lutions to be forthwith made publick by Handbills, and also
in the Newspapers.

And then the House adjourned till five of the clock this
afternoon.

Five o'clock, P. M.

The House met according to adjournment.

Captain ]}IcQuecn reported from the Committee to in:'
quire and report the names of such persons among the late
Insurgents as are proper to be excepted in a declaration of
pardon or amnesty; and he read the Report in his place,
and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table, where
the same was read; and it is as followeth:

That the persons whose names are hereinafter mentioned
should be excluded, to wit : Ilenry O'Neal, Jacob Bock-
man, alias Jacob Bowman, Thomas Fletchall, Robert Cun-
ningham, Patrick Cunningham, Richard Peads, Elisha
Robinson, Pinkethrnan Hawkins, James Alexander, Tho-
mas TVisdom, Henry Green, Robert Proctor, 'William, Dod-
gen, Stephen Prosser, and John 1tIorgridge.

Resolved, That this House do agree with the Report of
the Committee, and that it be made a Resolution.

Colonel Pinckney reported, that he, with Colonel Horry,
had delivered the Message they had in charge relative to a
General HospitaJ, and that his Excellency was pleased to
say the request of the House should be complied with.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton and Colo-
nel Pinckney be a Committee to confer with a Committee
of the Legislative Council on a proper time for both Houses
to adjourn to.

The Honourable Mr. Drayton, from the Committee of
Conference, reported, that Thesday,the 1st day of Octo~er
next, was agreed on as a proper time to adjourn to.

Resolved, That this House wiU adjourn to Tuesday, the
1st day of October next.

]}[essage from the President, by the Clerk of the Council.

"MR. SPEAKER: His Excellency the President is now
in the Council Chamber, ready to receive this House \vith
such Bills as they have to present for his assent."

And then the Messenger withdrew.
Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the HOLlse, attended his

Excellency in the Council Chamber.
j~.nd being returned, Mr. Speaker reported that this House

and the Legislative COLlncil had attended his Excellency
the President, in the Council Chamber, and presented to
him the following five Ordinances and Acts, to wit:

An Ordinance for altering the time of holding the ensuing
Circuit Courts, and the Courts of Common Pleas and Ge-
neral Sessions, in Charlestown, and for other purposes therein
mentioned.

An Ordinance to ascertain the duties of a :\[usternmster-
General of the Land and Naval Forces in the service of this
Cclooy. .

An Act to prevent Sedition, and to punish Insurgents and
Disturbers of the Publick Peace.

An Act to empower the Court of Admiralty to have juris-
diction in all cases of capture of Ships or Vessels of the In-
habitants of Great Britain, Ireland, the British TVest-Indies,
Nova-Scotia, and East and TVest-Florida, and to establish
the Trial by Jury in such cases.

An Act to revive and continue, for the time therein men-
tioned, the several Acts and clau;es of Acts of the General
Assembly therein particularly mel1tioned; and to appropri-
ate certain penalties, and to confirm the powers of the Com-
missioners' of Roads, Paths, Bridges, Creeks, Causers, and
Water Passages.

To all which the President had been pleased to give his
aSSent.

After which his Excellency was pleased to deliver the
following Speech to both Houses:

"llonourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Coullcil,
Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the General Assembly:

"It has afforded me much satisfaction to observe that,
though the season of the year rpndered your sitting very
inconvenient, your private concerns (which must have sui:
fered greatly by your long and close application in the late
Congress to the affairs of this Colony) requiring your pre-
sence in the country; yet, continuing to prefer the publick
weal to ease and retirement, you have been busily engaged
in framing such la,ws as our peculiar circumstances rendered
absolutely necessary to be passed before your a(ljournment.
Having given my assent to them, I presume you are now
desirous of a recess. On my part, a most solemn oath has
been taken for the faithful discharge of my duty; on yours,
a solemn assurance has been given to support me therein.
Thus, a publick compact between us stands recorded. You
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may rest assured that I shall keep this oath ever in mind.
The Constitution shall be the invariable rule of my con-
duct. My ears shall always be open to the complaints of
the injured. Justice in mercy shall neither ue denied or de-
layed: Our laws and religion, and the liberties of America,
shall be maintained and defended to the utmost of my power.
I repose the most perfect confidence in your engagement.
AQd now, gentlemen, let me intreat that you wi)], in your se-
veral Parishes and Districts, use your influence and authority
to keep peace and good order, and procure strict observance
of and ready obedience to the law. If any persons therein
(Ire still strangers to the nature and merits of the dispute
between Great Britain and the Colonies, you will explain
it to them fully, and teach them, if they are so unfortunate
as not to know their inherent rights. Prove to them that
the privileges of being tried by a jury of the vicinage, ac-
Iluainted with the parties and witnesses; of being taxed
only with their own consent, given by their representatives,
ii'eely chosen by and sharing the burden equally with them-
selves-not for aggrandizing a rapacious Minister and his
rlependant favourites, and for corrupting the people and sub-
verting their liberties, but for such wise and salutary pur-
poses as they themselves approve; and of having their in-
ternal polity regulated only by laws consented to by com-
petent judges of what is best adapted to their situation and
(;ircumstances--equally bound, too, by those laws, which are
i)lestimable, and derived from that Constitution, which is the
birthright of the poorest man, and the best inheritance of
the most wealthy. Relate to them the various unjust and
cruel statutes which the British Parliament, claiming a right
to make laws binding the Colonies in all cases whatsoever,
have enacted, and the many sang1Jinary measures which
have been and are daily pursued and threatened, to wrest
fi'om them those invaluable benefits, and to enforce such an
unlimited and destructive claim. To the most illiterate it
must appear that no power on earth can of right deprive
them of the hard-earned fruits of their honest industry,
toil, and labour; even to them the impious attempt to pre-
vent many thousands from using the means of subsistence
provided for man by the bounty of his Creator, and to com-
pel them, by famine, to surrender their rights, will seem to
call for Divine vengeance. The endeavours, by deceit and
bribery, to engage barbarous nations to imbrue their hands
in the innocent blood of helpless women and children; and
the attempt by fair, but false promises, to make the ignorant
domesticks subservient to the most wicked purposes, are
acts at which humanity must revolt. Show your constitu-
[~nts, then, the indispensable necessity which there was for
establishing sOqJe mode of Government in this Colony; the
benefits of that whieh a full and free representation has es-
tablished; and that the consent of the people is the origin,
and their happiness the end, of Government. Remove the
apprehensions with which honest and well-meaning, but
weak and credulous minds may be alarmed, and prevent ill
impressions br artful. al~d ?esigning enemies: Let it be
known that thIs Constltut]on ]s but temporary, tIll an accom-
modation of the unhappy differences between Great Bri-
tain and America can be obtained; and that such an event
is still desired by men who yet remember former friendships
and intimate connections, though, for defending their persons
and properties, they are stigmatized and treated as Rebels.

Truth being known, will prevail over artifice and misrep-
resentation. Conviction must follow its discovery. In such
cases, no man, who is worthy of life, liberty, or property, will
or can refuse to join with you in defending them to the last
extremity; disdaining every sordid view, and the mean, pal-
try considerations of private interest and present emolument,
when placed in competition with the liberties of millions;
and seeing that there is no alternative but absolute, uncon-
ditional submission and the most abject slavery, or a defence
becoming men born to freedom, he will not hesitate about
the choice. Although superior force may, by the permission
of Heaven, lay waste our towns and ravage our country, it
can never eradicate from the breasts of &eemen those prin-
ciples which are ingrafted in their very nature. Such men
will do their duty, neither knowing or regarding conse-
quences, but submitting them, with humble confidence, to
the omniscient and omnipotent Arbiter and Director of the
fate of Empires, and trusting that His almighty arm, which
has been so signally stretched out for our defence, will dy-
liver them in a righteous cause.

The eyes of Europe, nay, of the whole world, are on
America. The eyes of every oth~r Colony are on. th,is--,-:a
Colony whose reputation, generosIty, and ma.gna~]m]ty, IS
universally acknowledged. I trust, therefore, ].t wIll not.b~
diminished by our future conduct; .that there will be no c1,?1
discord here; and that the only stnfe amongst brethren WIll
be, who shall do most to serve and to save an oppressed and
injured country. JOHN R1:TI,EDGE.

April 11, 1776.

Ordered, That the Speech this day delivered by his Ex-
cellency the President and Commander-in-Chief of this Co-
lony to both Houses, be forthwith printed, as well in the
Newspapers as otherwise.

Ordered, That a sufficient number of copies or all the
Acts and Ordinances passed in the present Session (for each
Member of both Houses, and every Magistrate to have one)
be printed with all possible expedition.

On motion, Resolved, ThaJ; it is the opinion of this House
that such Crown Officers as were confined by the late Con-
gress to Charlestown should have liberty, if they choose it,
to depart this Colony; and that this House will make pro-
.visionfor the payment of their passages and necessary sca-
stores to Europe or the Tfest-Indies.

On motion, Resolved, That his Excellency be desired to
issue a Declaration of Pardon with certain e~ceptions.

On motion, Resolved, That his Excellency be desired to
cause all publick Papers and Effects, in the possessionof all
or any of the Crown Officers, to be immediately secured
and properly taken care of.

Whereupon the following Message was drawn and agreed
to by the House; .
May it please your Ercellency:

We request that your Excellency will, as soon as may
be, cause the Resolution of the 13th oflast month, respect-
ing the sending certain persons therein named to Omnecti-
cut, to be carried into execution ; and, when the persons
therein named shall be without the limits of this Colony,
that your Excellency will then pub]ish a declaration of par-
don and amnesty to the late Insurgents then in the Colony,
with such exceptions as your Excellency shall think proper,
with the advice of the Privy Council.

We do also acquaint your Excellency that this House
have resolved that such Crown Officers as were confined by
the late Congress to Charlestown, shall have liberty, if they
choose it, to depart this Colony; and that this House will
make reasonable provision for the payment of their passages,
and necessary sea-stores, to Europe or the West-Indies; and
upon this resolution your Excellency will be pleased to cause
such measures to be taken as that the resolution may have
its proper effect.

.
And to the intent that the publick papers and effects, in

the possession of all or any of those officers, may be pro-
perly secured and taken care of, we request your Excel-
lency will order proper persons immediately to take posses-
sion of such publick papers and effects.

Ordered, That the Message be engrossed, and that Mr.
Speaker do sign the same.

Ordered, That the Honourable Mr. Drayton and Captain
ltlcQuee'n do carry the said Message to his Excellency the
President.

Mr. Speaker then adjourned the House to Tuesday, the
1st d,q of October next, after the Members thereof had sat
in Congress and in General Assembly seventy-one days.

-y-

An Act to prCtJent Sedition, and punish Insurgents and
disturbers of the publick peace.

Whereas 11horrid and unnatural wads now carried. Qn by
the Ministry and Parliament of Great Britain, against the
United Colonies of North-America in general, and this Co-
lony in particular, with a cruel and oppressive design of rob-
bing the Colonies and good people of this Colony of their
dearest and most valuable rights as freemen, and reducing
them to a state of the most abject slavery and oppression;
and whereas, also, in order further to accomplish the said
iniquitous and unwarrantable desi~s, every means has been
adopted by a wicked Administrat]on to sow civil dissensions
and animosities, and to create disorder, confusion, and blood-
shed amongst the good people of this Colony, by employing
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secret emissaries to stir up in the minds of wicked and evil-
disposed persons, persuasions and principles inimical to the
ties of humanity, and the common rights of mankind, and
thereby inducing them not only to disturb the common peace,
safety, and good order of this Colony, but to take up arms,
and spill the blood of their fellow-citizens, who are only act-
ing in the defence of their lives, liberties, and properties,
against the hands of a lawless and despotick power; to the
intent, theref(we, and in order the more effectually to pre-
serve and secure the peace, order, and good government of
this Colony, and to deter and prevent such evil-minded per-
sons from committing such offences, and all such other of-
fences declared in this act, to the great danger of the lives,
liberties, and properties of the inhabitants of this Colony:

Be it enacted by his Ercellency JOHNRUTLBDGE,Esquire,
President and Commander-1~n-Chief in and over the Colony
of SOUTH-CA:ROLINA,and by the honourable the Legislative
Council and General Assembly of this Colony, and by the
authority of the same, That if any person or persons within
this Colony do, or shall, from and immediately after the
passing of this act, take up arms with a hostile intent, and
by force and violence, or by words, deeds, or writing, or any
other means whatsoever, cause, induce, or persuade, or at-
tempt to cause, induce, or persuade any other person or per-
sons, with such hostile intent, to take up arms, and by force
and violence to oppose and subvert the authority of the Go-
verJ1ment of .this Colony, established by the Constitution,
agreed on and confirmed in Congress at Charlestown, on the
twenty-sixth day of ft'larch, one thousand seven hundred
and seventy-six, or to wound, maim, or kill any person or
persons, or destroy any of the houses, goods, or chattels,
of any such pel'sons, who shall, under, and by virtue of any
authority of the said Government, be acting in support and
defence of the same, or the execution of any power, au-
thority, or office derived therefrom,-all and every of such
person or persons, and the aider and abetter, or aiders and
abetters, of such person or persons so offending, in either of
the offences aforesaid, shall, on bei!lg indicted and convicted
of the same, by due course of law, be deemed and adjudged
guilty of felony, and suffer death without benefit of clergy,

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That if any perso!ls within this Colony shall, immediately
after the passing of this act, or at any time thereafter, by
letter, writing, message, or other means of intelligence, hold
any correspondence or intercourse, or conspire or concert in
any manner whatever with, or aid or abet any Land or Naval
Force, raised or to be raised, or which shan be sent by Great
Britain, in a hostile manner, against this COlony, or any
force or body of men within this Colo\1Y,who shaH, in a
hostile intent or manner, oppose the power and authority of
the present Government of this Colony, established as afore-
said, with an intent to promote the accomplishments of any
hostile plan of operation, designed by such force or forces.
against the lives, liberties, and properties, of all or any of the
inhabitants and friends to the Constitution of this Colony,
established as aforesaid,-every such person or persons, so
offending in any of the said offences, shall, on being indicted
and convicted thereof, by due course of Jaw, be deemed and
adjudged guilty of felony, and suffer death without benefit
of clergy.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That if any person or persons within this Colony shall, im-
mediately after the passing of this act, or at any time there-
after, furnish or supply, or canse or procure to be furnished
or supplied, with any bins of exchange, moneys, goods, pro-
visions, liquors, or other necessary articles of subsistence, or
any military or naval stores whatever, any of the Land or
Naval Forces, raised Qrto be raised, or sent by Great Bri-
tain, or any authority derived from that Government, against
this Colony, or shall, in like manner, furnish or supply, or
cause to be furnished or supplied, any force or body of men
who shalJ, in a hostile manner, oppose the Government of
this Colony, established as aforesaid,-every such person or
persons, so offending in either of the offences aforesaid, and
the aider or abetter, or aiders and abetters of any of the said
offences, shall, on being indicted or convicted thereof, by
due course of law, be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony,
and suffer death without benefit of clergy.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That if any person or perSons within this Colony shall, at
any time after the passing of this act, compel, induce, per-

s\1ade, or attempt to compel, induce, or persuade, any white
person or persons, or any free negro oruegroes, mulatto
or mulattoes, Indian or Indians, to desert from their habita-
tion or h\lbitations, or any negro, or other slave or slaves, to
desert from his or their master, mistress, or owner, and to
join any land or naval force, raised, or to be raised, or seut
by.Great Britain, or any authority derivedfi.om that Go-
vernment, against the United Colonies of America, or this
Colony, or to join any person or persons armed in a hostile
manner, with intent to oppose or subvert the Government
of this Colony, established as afqresaid, or with intent of
killing any person or persons, or destroying his, her, or
their goods or property, who shall be ~cting, or ready and
willing to act, in support and defence of such Government,
or any of the inhabitants of this Colony, a.nd friends to the
same,-every such person or persons, so offending in any of
the above offences, and all such as shall aid and abet the
said offender or offenders, in the perpetration and execution
of any of the said offences, shall, on conviction thereof, by
due course of law, be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony,
and shall suffer death without benefit of clergy: Provided
always, nevertheless, That nothing in this act contained
shall be construed, or taken, to prevent the good people of
this Colony from arming of slaves, or negroes, for the better
defence of this Colony against all enemies whatsoever who
shall invade or attack the same, or endanger the safety
thereof.

And be it further enacted by tlte authority aforesaid,
That if any person, or persons, within this Colony, shall,
immediately after the passing of this act, or at any time
thereafter, collect, or assemble, with any body or assembly
of persons, or cause, or procure them to be so collected and
assembled, with intent, in a riotous and seditious manner, to
disturb the publick peace and tranquillity, and the good
order of the Government, and by words, or otherwise, to
create and raise traitorous .seditions 9r discontents in the
minds of the good people of this Colony against the autho-
rity of the present Government, established as aforesaid,-
every such person or persons, so offending in any of the
said offences, shall, on conviction thereof, by due course of
law, be deemed and adjudged guilty of felony.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the lands and tenements, goods and chattels, and other
real and personal estate of aIJ such person or persons, who
shan be duly convicted, by virtue of this act, of any of the
crimesand offences thereby made felony, shall, within one
month after such eonviction, by tbe Sheriff of each District,
respectively, in which such reaI and personal estate of the
person, or persons, so convicted, or any part .thereof, shall
be found, with three freeholders of the said District, be ap-
praised upon oath, and the said appraisemeut duly returned,
by the said Sheriff of such District, to the Secretary's office.
in Charlestown within one month after such appraisement is
made; and the said Sheriff of such District 111which the
appraisement is made, as aforesaid, shall, within one month
thereafter, expose such estate so appraised to publick sale,
first giving twenty-one days' publick notice of the sale ; and
shaH, within three months after such sale, deposite the
amount of the same, deducting legal poundage and charges,
in the office of the Colony Treasury in Charlestown; and the
Commissioners of the Colony Treasury, or anyone of them,
on receipt of such moneys from the Sheriff, as aforesaid,
shall give a receipt or voucher for the same.

And be it fitrther enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That if any Sheriff or Sheriffs, for any of the Districts in
this Colony, shall, in anywise, transgress, or disobey, or ne-
glect, the putting in execution any of the provisions or
clauses in this act respecting their duty and office,-every
Sheriff so offending, disobeying, or neglecting the same,
shall forfeit his ofilce, and incur the penalty of one thousand
pounds, current money, to be sued for, and recovered, by
bill or plaint in any court of record in this Colony, wherein
no essoign, privilege, protection, or wager of law, or more
than one imparlance, shall be allowed.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the mol1CYsarising from the sale of all. such estates al>
shall become forfeited, by virtue of this act, shall be appro-
priated for a fund, and f:hall become a reprisal fund, for
reimbursing all such losses and damages which have been,
or shall be, sustained by any person or persons, who hay~
been, are, or shall be, engaged in opposition to the oppres-
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sive measures of the British Ministry, or the defence of the
present established Constitution and the liberties of this
Colony.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That no person or persons shall be reimbursed, by virtue
of this act, for any losses or damages sustained from persons
acting in open hostility against the present Constitution of
Government, and the liberties of this Colony, unless the said
reimbursement be, on application, and oath made of the
damages actually sustained, deemed just and reasonable by
the General Assembly of this Colony, or such other body,
or persons, as the Legislative body of this Colony shall ap-
point: Provided always, nevertheless, That such person or
persons, to whom such reimbursement shall be thought rea-
s(mable, do first, before the receipt thereof, take and sub-

scribe the oath of fidelity ordained in the present Constitution,
if such person or persons had not before taken and sub-
scribed the same.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the fines and penalties to be incurred, by virtue of this
act, shall, upon recovery thereof, be paid into the Colony
Treasury, to be applied to, and for such uses and purpose.s
as are herein mentioned.

G. G. POWELL,
Speaker of the Legislative Council.

JAMES PARSONS,

::"peaker of the General A$sembly.

In the Council- Chamber, the 11 th day of APRIL, 1776:
Assented to: J R. UTLEDGE.

PENNSYL VANIA ASSEMBLY.
Monday, February 12, 1776.

Mr. Speaker, with nineteen Members, met pursuant to ad-
journment, [November 12, 1775,] and a quorum not appear-
ing, they adjourned to three o'clock to-morrow afternopn,-

Tuesday, February 13, 1776.

Mr. Speaker, with twenty-four Members, met pursuant
to. the adjournment of last night, and a quorum not attend-
ing, they adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, February ]4, 1776.

Mr. Speaker, with the Members present last night, met
this morning, and a number sufficient to proceed on business
not yet appearing, they adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

A qu.or,um met pursuant to adjournment.
Ordered, That Mr. Rodman and Mr. Pennock wait on

the Governour, and acquaint him that a quorum of the Re-
presentatives is met in pursuance of their adjournment, and
ready to receive any business his Honour may be pleased to
lay before them.

The House adjoumed to ten o'clock to-morrow moming.

Thursday, February 15, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The Members appointed to wait on the Govemour with
the message of last night, reported they had delivered the
same according to order, and that his Honour was pleased
to say he had no business at present to lay before the House.

Mr. IIanter and Mr. Thompson, Members for Northum-
berland and Westmoreland, this day appearing in the House
for the first time since their election, were qualified as usual,
and took their seats acccrdingly.

Mr. Speaker acquainting the House that Joseph Fox, Esq.,
had requested leave to resign his office of Barrackmaster,
and his resignation being admitted, a Petition from Captain
William Masters, of the Northern-Liberties, for the said
office was presented to the Chair, read, and

Ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Hillegas produced at the table an Account from Mr.
FOT, amounting to two hundred and eleven Pounds seven-
t"~en Shillings and six Pence, for repairs lately made at the
Ba.rracks; which was read by order, and referred to furt\1er
c~msideration.

A Petition ITom Henry Hale Graham, Esq., Prothono-
tuy, Recorder of Deeds, and Deputy Register for the Pro-
1mte of Wills, &c., in the COI.\lltyof Chester, waS presented
to the HQuse, and read, setting forth that the Publick Re-
cords of the said County. are, by legal authority, ordered to
be kept within the Borough of Chester, in the said County.;
that, soon after the Petitioner's appointment to the said of-
fices, he did (at his own private expense) erect a building,
(detached from all others,) constructed m such manner as
to preserve these Records from any common accident of
fire, and from being destroyed by vermin, in which the said
Records have ever since been lodged and kept; that a
!lumber of the inhabitants of the said County have" re-
quested the Petitioner to remove those Records to some
place of greater security, (out of the said Borough,) being

fully sensible of the importance of their preservation, and
bei?g apprehensive from their situation that they may be
eastly destroyed by an armed force from the river;" that
although the Petitioner might look upon himself highly jus-
tifiable, in case of an actual invasion, to remove those Re-
cords out of the said Borough, yet he cannot thi.nk himself
warranted in doing it until such a case did actually happen,
(~hich might then be too late for their preservation,) unless
(hrected so to do by legal authority; that the Petitioner,
therefore, apprehends it to be his duty to apply to the hononr-
able House, and humbly to request, that they would be
pleased to take the premises into consideration, and do there-
in what shall appear to them expedient and necessary.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. Montgo~ery informing the House that Thomas

Be,ard, appointed Collector of Excise, in October last, for
the County of Cumberland, had declined to serve in that
office, and that John Bowman, of the said County, is a
proper person to execute the same,

Resolved, That the said John Bowman be, and he is
hereby appointed, Collector of Excise in the said County
of Cumberland, for the remainder of the present year.

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

Mr. Speaker, with twenty-six Members, met pursuant to
adjourn~ent, and a quorum not attending, they adjourned
to ten 0 clock to-morrow l110ming.

Friday, February 16, 1776.

A quorum met pursuant to adjournment.
By the Return of the Sheriff of the County of Philadel-

phia, it appearing that Joseph Reed, Esq., was, on the 26th
ultimo, duly elected a Representative in Assembly for the
City of Philadelphia, and the said gen.l!eman this day at-'
tending the House, he was qualified as a Member, and took
his seat accordingly. '

Mr. Hillegas produced at the table a Receipt frQmRich-
ard Butkr, Agent at P'ittsburgh, for the sum of one hun-
dred Pounds, voted by the House at their last sitting, as a
present to Petapanihila, (alias George Allen,) an Indian,
for his services to this Province; which sum was ordered to
be carried to the account of the eighty thousand Pounds
lately emitted.

Two Petitions ITomJohn Britton and John Ladd How-
ell, of the City of Philadelphia, for the office of Barrack-
master, were presented to the House and read.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The Committee. for Battalion Expenses produced at the

table an Account for raising and trairiing a Troop of Li"ht-
Horse, and requested the opinion of the House on s~mc
charges therein; which being examined, tbe said Account
was referred back to the Committee for :;ettlement, after
making such deductions as they may judge reasonable.

The House taking into consideration the Account fi'om
Joseph FOT, Esq., for repairs made at the Barracks, refer-
red the same to the Committee of Accounts for settlemeI)t.

The Petition from Henry Hale Graham, Esquire, belnrr
again read and considered, .

b

Ordered, That Mr. Hilkgas, Mr. Reed, Mr. Gibbons,
and Mr. PearsQn, be a Committee to prepare and bring in
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a Bill to enable the Keepers of Records in t~e Counties of
Philadelphia and Chester to remove them to more safe and
convenient places, if the state of publick affairs shall re-
quire it.

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

The House met, and adjourned to ten o'clock to-mOITOW
mornIng.

Saturday, February 17,1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a Bill
to enable tbe Keepers of the Records in the Counties of
Philadelphia and Chester to remove them to more safe and
convenient places, reported they had essayed a draft for
that purpose, which they presented to the Chair; and the
same being read the first time, was ordered to lie on the
table for a second reading.

A Petition from Major Lewis Nicola, of the City of
Philadelphia, for the office of BaITackmaster, was present-
ed to the House and read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Upon motion, by a Member, representing the uti]ity and
expediency of immediately erecting a Powder~Mill for the
use, and on account of, 'this Province, and requesting the
sentiments of the House thereon, the same was taken into
consideration; and, after some debate,

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this House .that the
erecting such Powder-Mill is a proper and necessary mea-
sure in the present circumstances of the Province, and that
the same ought to be immediately carried into execution,
under the direction of the Committee of Safety, upon the
best ternlS that can be had, as to the place, materials, and
persons to be employed in such undertaking.

The House adjourned to Monday next, at four o'clock,
P.M.

chines (being about seven Pounds) renders it impracticable
for the poorer sort of people to procure them, they are as
yet but little used among us; but the Memorialists are of
opinion if tbe honourable House would appropriate a sum
of money for the purpose of erecting a number of the said
machines, and fixing them in different parts of the country,
it might be the means of introducing them into general use,
in every family that could accomplish the purchase, which
would be a considerable saving of labour1 and contribute
greatly to the establishment of American Manufactures.

Ordered to lie on the tab]e.
Upon motion, the House resumed the consideration of the

several Petitions from William Masters, John Britton, John
Ladd IIowell, Lewis Nicola, and William Coats, for the
office of Barrackmaster1 in the room of Joseph Fox, Esq.,
who has resigned; and, after some time spent therein,

Resolved, That Major Lewis Nicola be, and he is _here-
by, appointed llarrackmaster of tbe Barracks in the 1'Vorth-
ern-Liberties of the City of Philadelphia, for the remainder
of the present year.

The House resumed the consideration of the Bill enti-
tled "An Act to enable the Keepers of Records in' the
Counties of Philadelphia and Chester to remove them to
more safe and convenient places;" which being read the
second time, and debated by paragraphs, was ordered to be
transcribed for a third reading.

Thursday, February 22, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
Mr. Speaker laid before the House sundry Resolutions

and Orders from the honourable Continental Congress,
which were read, and referred to further consideration.

The Govemour, by Mr. Secretary, sent down a written
Message to the House, with a Letter from .lVorthumberland
County, therein referred to; which were read by order, and
are as they respectively follow, viz:

A Message from the Governour to theAssembly.

" GENTLEMEN:In consequence of your message of the
25th of November last, founded on a letter addressed to you
from the County of Northumberland, respecting the Con-
necticut settlers at Wyoming, I took the earliest opportu-
nity of giving orders to the Magistrates of that County to
put the laws of this Province in execution in their County.

Tuesday,February20,1776. The letter I have since received from the :Magistrates and
A quorum met pursuant to adjournment. Sheriff (which I have ordered the Secretary to lay before you)
A Petition from Major H'illiam Coats, of the Northern- will inform you of the steps they tooK, in pursuance of my

Liberties, for the office of Barrackmaster, was presented to order, and of the unfortunate event of their proceedings.
the House and read. "As a considerable expense must have arisen on this at-

Ordered to lie on the table. tempt to execute the laws of Government, I doubt not you
A Memorial from the Managers of the United Company wilJ readily make provision for defraying it.

of Philadelphia, for promoting American Manufactures, was -- "JOHN PENN.

d h H d d
. 1". 1 Th h "February 22, 1776."presonte to t e ouse an rea, settmg IOrt1, at t e

Memorialists, having been appointed by a large number of Letter to the Governour from NORTHmmERLAND.
the inhabitants of the said City, and the County adjacent, "Sunbury,December30, 1775.
as Managers of a Manufactory of Linen, 'Woollen, and Cot- "SIR: In pursuance of your Honour's letter of the 25th
ton, they have made very considerable progress in the insti- ultimo, the Magistrates of this County delivered into the
tution, and at present employ above seven hundred persons hands of our Sheriff warrants, and other legal processes,
as spinners, weavers, bleachers, &c.; but the present high against a number of persons residing at Tfyoming, in this
price of flax operates as a great discouragement to this 'un- County, who have been charged, on oath, with the most
dertaking, which is wholly owing to the real scarcity of that illegal practices, and some of them with the greatest crimes.
article. And as an increase equal to the demand, in the The Sheriff, apprehensive of resistance, judged it prudent
ensuing year, may prove very uncertain, if left to the pri- to raise the posse of the County. A body of nea~'fiXehun-
vate opinion of individuals with respect to the quantity dred men accompanied him to the neighbourhood QfWyo-
wanted, the Memorialists beg leave to recommend to the ming, where they were met by some people from lVyoming,
honourable House the offering bounties on that article, upon one of whom was said to be an officer. To these men the
the plan of the Dublin Society; the happy effects of which intention of the Sheriff and his posse was sufficiently ex-
have been evidenced in the extensive establishment of a plained, and the strongest assurances given that no violence
very beneficial manufacture. through tbe Kingdom of Ire- 01'molestation should be offered to any person submitting to
land; or to give such other encouragement as the House the laws. The Sheriff proceeded, however, but a little fur-
may judge proper., ther, when he was most unexpectedly fired upon--one man.

That the Memorialists, calling to mind the publick spirit (Hugh McWilliams) killed, and three others dangerously
of former Assemblies of this ProviITce" in the article of wounded. It was soon found impossible to force a passage
hemp, are emboldened in this application, trusting that the on that side of the river, as the Narrows, naturally strong,
present House will not yield to any Set of men in zeal for had been fortified with the greatest care, and were lined
the pub1ickgood. , with numbers of men, to which ours bore no reasonable pro-

That the Memorialists further beg leave to represent, that portion. An attempt was made to cross the river, with de-
there is now introduced into the Manufactory a machine for sign, if possible, to aITive at the settlement of the persons
spinning cotton and wool, by which one person can per- against whom process had issued, without further molesta-
form the work of three; but as the expense of such roa- tion. This attempt was, for greater secrecy, made in the

FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v.
.
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Monday, February 19, 1776, P. M.

Mr. Speaker, with twenty-five Members, met pursuant to
adjournment, and a quorum not appearing, they adjourned
to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.
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night. When the boats had nearly reached the opposite
shore, and were entangled in a margin of ice, too thin to
bear the weight of a man, they were, without any previous
challenge, fired upon repeatedly by, a party from the top of
the bank.. Jesse Lukens received a mortal wound, of which
he is since dead; sundry others narrowly escaped. As a
landing could not be effected, the boats returned.

"
Baffled in this second attempt, the weather being intole-

rably severe, and receiving information that the persons we
wished to arrest were the chief in command in their breast-
works, it was thought advisable to desist from any further
attempt. The boat, with the wounded men, was fired on
while within gun-shot. A constant fire was kept up on our
men from the opposite side, while they retreated through a
long Narrows; one man only, however, was wounded, in
the arm.

"Weare sorry to inform your Honour, that a very consider-
able expense is incurred in this unfortunate affair. "Ve,
however, hope that the other branch of the Legislature will
show the same readiness in properly resenting this daring
insult on the Government of the Province, which we have
ever experienced in your Honour.

"'Ve are, with great respect, your Honour's most obedient,
and most humble servants,

.

" WILLIAM SCT;LL, Sheriff.

"SAMUEL H.U:RIS) Coroner.

"'VILLIAM PLTTNKET,
"SAMUEL HUNTER,
":MICHAEL TROY,

"
JOHN WEITZEL."

Friday, February 23, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

A Petition fi'om the Fidd-Officcrs of the Association in
the County of Berks, was presented to the House, and fol-
lows in these words, viz:

"
To the Honoltrable_ the Representatives of the Freemen of
the ProvinGe of PENNSYLVANIA,in General Assembly
met:

"
The Petition ~fMARK BIRD, DANIEL BROADHEAD,BAL-
FAR GEEIIR, and JONATHANPOTTS, E~quires, Field-Offi-
cers in the several Battalions in BERKS County, in behalf
of said Battalions, humblyshoweth:

.

"
That the establishment of a Militia by this honourable

House for the defence of the Province, gave great satisfac-
tion to the inhabitants of this County, in general. But as
we are humbly of opinion that the Militia law, in its present
form, will not answer the good ends intended by it, and,
therefore, gives great concern to many well-\vishers to their
country, we have taken the liberty to point out to the ho-
nourable House such parts of the said law as are generally
objectionable, and to propose such alterations as, in our judg-
ment, would be more satis£'lctory to the people, and better
fulfil the design of the Association; trusting that the honour-
able House will patient! y hear and consider the petitions and
representations of their constituents at all times, and give such
redress as, in their wisdom, shall appear right and reason-
able; and hoping that, as this application proceeds from the
most earnest wishes to serve our country, whatever may
be the opinion of the House with respect to the propriety
of the amendments proposed, it will not (as it is not intend-
ed) prove offensive to the House.

"To the Rules and Regulations for the better govern-
ment of the Military Association in Pennsylvania, we beg
leave to make thf;Jfollowing objections, and propose the fol-
lowing alterations, &c.

"First: 26th Ar.ticle. The Provincial Arms and Accoutre-
ments will be delivered to the poorest Associators, by whom
there is the greatest danger of loss. Is it not severe upon
the commanding, or other officer, who is obliged to deliver
arms, &c., to a large number of this class of people, to be
accountable for their delivery to the Assembly, &<:!.,at every
other event than loss in actual service? If an Associator
should ron off, or be not able to purchase other arms, &c.;
in case an accident should happen to those belonging to the
Province, the officer cannot be justly censured; and if he
does not fail in his duty, he ought not to be punished.

"
Secondly: 27th Article. The Militia, in general, are

yet very ignorant of Military discipline; and as actual ser-
.vice is expected from them early next summer, we think no

time should be neglected in training them. We, therefore,
humbly propose that the Companics should be exercised
twice a week, except when they meet in Battalion, and then
once a week, and the Battalions once a fortnight, till the 1st
day of J!tne next. After which time, it might, perhaps, be
sufficient to exercise the men once every week, in Compa-
nies, and once in every month in Battalion.

"32d Article. Drum-Majors and Fife-Majors will be ex-
tremely useful in the Militia, and have a great deal of
trouble. .We wish the House would consider whether there
is sufficient encouragement given to them.

"34th Article. A family may labour under such circum-
stances as to make it nearly impossible for the head of it to
march with the Company. We submit it to the House,
whether it would not be too heavy a punishment for a man
in that situation to be held up to the publick as a coward
and betrayer of his country. We think it would not injure
the service to intrust the Captain with the power of dis-
pensing with the personal attendance of any of his men,
upon their finding another whom he approves of, well ac-
coutred, and ready to march with the Company. But,
unless an Associator should be situated in the manner before
mentioned, we think the punishment rather too light for his
basely withdrawing himself fi'Om the defence of his country,
at the time of an invasion.

" 35th Article: "Ve think the expense of maintaining the
£'lmilies of poor Associators, entering into actual service, will
fall too heavy on particular townships, many of which are
very poor. The benefit derived from the service of such
Associators will e~tend to the whole Province, and, there-
fore, the expense of providing for their families, in their ab-
sence, should be refunded by it. We would pray the House,
also, to consider whether it would not have a good effect in
encouraging the poorer sorts of people to act with spirit, by
engaging to maintain them in case of their beiner disabled
from labour in the service.

0

"37tlt Article. It would desolate whole townships to
draft off whole Companies at a time. We would propose,
when the ranks of the Captains are fixed, that the Plivates in
each Company ballot which shall march first on any emer-
gency; and if a full Company is necessary, let the eldest Cap-
tain take one-third of the men from each of the three eldest
Companies, and tak() their tour of duty in that manner.

" 38th Article. And in the mode for lcvying taxes, Res.
12th. For what purpose should any distinction be made
between the application of the fines of A8sociators and
Non-Associators? Associators' fines are to bc immediately
applied towards payment of the publick taxes, and burnt.
The fines paid by the Non-Associators are to be 8afely pre-
served in the hands of .Michael Hillcgas, Esquire, for some
unknown occasion.

" Resolutions directing tlte mode of levying Taxes on Non-
Associators.

" 1st Article. Many healthy, rich people, who are above
fifty years of age, having no children under their care, and
their servant,>being excused, they bear no part of the bur-
den of associating. If they are able to pay a tax of . . .
we think they should be put on a footing with other Non-
Associators.

l! Qd Article. We think Assessors olIght not to be ex-

cused on any pretence, from perfooning the duties enjoined
them, without at least paying the expense of another per-
son's performing that duty.

" 8th Article. Resistance against. a common enemy is
equally advantageous to the whole community, and alJ the
members of it should contribute their proportion towards it.
But, as som~ .p~rso~s d?elare thems~lves conscientiously
scrupulous ofJommg m this most essential purpose of society,
it ought not to be made their interest to act so destructive a
part to the very existence of the community. The Asso-
ciators, by these resolves, are obliged to furnish themselvcs
with a good firelock, bayonet, steel-ramrod, worm, priming-
wire and brush, cartridge-box, twelve flints, a knapsack,
powder-horn and pouch; he must attend twenty days in the
year at the place of exercise, at his own expense, and, in
case of an invasion, must risk his life not only in his own
defence, but in that of the Non-Associator's person, family,
and property. The penalty on the Non-Associators for
refusing to do a duty which he owes to his country, and to
be at all this trouble, expense, and risk, is only fifty Shillings
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p~r annum. The great advantage given to the Non-Asso-
c.lato~ in point of interest, would entirely defeat the Associa-
tl?n, Jf the people in general were not actuated by a pa-
tnotick spirit. We pray the honourable House particularly
to attend to this objection.

"If the number of times of exercise was increased in the
~anner before-mentioned, and the Non-Associators to pay
In proportion to the number of such times of exercise, and
the Associators allowed one Shilling for every day that they
exercise, to find them in provisions, the inequality between
Associators and Non-Associators would be greatly reduced.

" 11 tn Article. ""Vethink the Field-Officers of the seve-
ral Battalions more proper and impartial judges to determine
appeals, or discharge or lower assessments of Non-Associa-
tors, than the Commissioners, many of whom are them-
selves Non-Associators, particu1arly in this County. Post Meridian.

" We think, as the fines for not associating are fixed at a The Bil1 intituled "An Act to enable the Keepers of
certain sum by the Assembly, they should not be lowered Records in the Counties of Philadelphia and Chester to
Or discharged by the Commissioners, or any other person, remove them to more safe and convenient places," being

, except for such reasons as are mentioned in the preceding transcribed according to order, was read the third time, and
article, viz: Death of the Non-Associator, or the dissolu- compared at the table.
tion of the Association; as no fines can accrue after either of ResobJed, That the Bill do pass.
those times; but we are of opiniQn, that to lodge so large a Qrdered, That Mr. Roberts and Mr. lInrnpltreys wait
power in the Commissioners as to discharge or lower assess- on the Governour therewith, for his assent to the same.
ments as they shall think Proper, will tend to defeat the As- A P t'"
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to assist in the defence of the Province, but cannot afford VJZ.
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to buy arms and accoutrements; or if they could afford it, "To the Ho'!w1lrablethe Representatz~es oj the Freemen of
the publick demand for them is so great, that they cannot the Provznce of PENNSYLVANIA,zn General Assembly
be procured by a Militia; others there are who have arms, "met. . ,., , , .
but are unwilling to associate. The time is now fast ap- The Petztz?n of the I:nv~tes 0.[ the Mtlztary Assoczatzon
proaching,when a large Army is .expected to invade the of the C1ty and LzbertlCsoj PHILADELPHIA, humbly
Province, and it will be necessary to strain every nerve in showeth :
our defence. To have at such a time a large number of "That your Petitioners, having the greatest confidence in
able-bodied men useless forwant of arms, which may easily the equity and justice of this honourable House, have signed
be procured, would, in our humble opinions, be extreme bad the Articles of Association fi-amedthe last session, notwith-
policy.. We, therefore, pray the House to direct, that an standing the many difficulties to which they are thereby
Non-Associators shall, within a small space of time, deliver subjected; and the strong inducements to them to become
up their arms to the nearest Captains of tbe townships or Non-Associators, by the easy terms of exemption, being
places in which they reside, who should appoint proper per- firmly persuaded that, on a reconsideration, this honourable
sons to value them, and give the respective owners certifi- House will remove every reasonable cause of complaint,
cates of such receipt and valuation; and, in case of a loss, and hear with favourable attention what your Petitioners,
the Province refund their value; these arms to be distri- with the greatest deference and respect, beg leave to point
buted by the commanding officers of the several Battalions out as necessary to quiet the minds of the Associators, and
in the same manner as the Provincial arms are distributed. excite them to act with cheerfulness and vigour in the ser-

"That the several matters and things before~mentioned vice to which they may be caIJed. When the importance
may be fully considned, and redress granted in the premises and necessity of defending our country against the ravages
by the honourable House, is the humble prayer of your Pe- of a cruel and desolating enemy are so obvious, no argu-
titioners.
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, .. "I~ Comm~ttee,February 17,1776. the most solemn engagements of honour and duty, to lay

. "The foregomg PetItIon bemg dehberately read and con- down their lives, jf necessary, in defence of their country.
sldered" . . But your Petitioners would more especially solicit the atten-
. "OI'~ered, :rhat tb~ same be signed by the Chairman tion of this honourable House to the following particnlars,
m behalt of this CommIttee.

, . in which they humbly apprehend the resolutionsof the
"MARK BIRD, Chaz.rrnan." House to be defective:

Ordered to lie on the table. "First. That no regard has been shown to the great and
A Petition from the Magistrates, Sheriff, and Coroner of otherwise useless expense Associators have been at, to equip

the County of Northumberland, was presented to the HOllse themselves with arms and other accoutrements, and the long
and read, setting forth, That the Petitioners, in pursuance of and earnest assiduity with which they have endeavoured to
the express orders of his Honour the Governonr, (founded qualify tbemselves for the duties of the field. They beg
on a Message from this honourable House, requesting leave to observe, that, in levying penalties upon ~on-Asso-
orders to be given for a due execution of the laws of this ciators, this honourable House have confined their views to
Province, in the County of NQrtli1J.mberland,&c.,) assembled the future only, imposing no more on such persons than what
the posse of this County, in order to serve processes upon, might be esteemed an equivalent to the twenty days which
apprehend, and bring to justice, a number of notoriolls are expected to be employed in the field; though this ho-
offenders, who, for some years past, have, with open force, nourable House, upon the slightest attention to the subject,
bid defiance to the Jaws of this Province; that the posse must, and' indeed seem to be sensible, that the time pre-
aforesaid proceeded into the neighbourhood of Wyoming, scribed is not suffieient to acquire a competent knowledge
were unexpectedly firedupon, and had one man killed and se- of the art military, as they recommend it to the Associators,
veral wounded; that the Petitioners soon discovering that the not already sufficiently expert, to meet as frequently as they
obnoxious persons were intrenched, and that they could not can, at other times, to perfect themselves in the military
force a passage along the accustomed road without great exercise. Here, then, your Petitioners conceive themselves
loss, attempted to cross the river, were again fired upon, and aggrieved; that, while animated with a fervent regard to
had one man mortally wounded; that the great severity of liberty and their country, they have acquired a share of
the weather, and other concurrent circumstances, determined military knowledge sufficient, they hope, to encourage them.

,.,

the Petitioners to return home; that the Petitioners are sorry
to inform the House tha't, notwithstanding their utmost care
and frugality, a very considerable expense is incurred by
this unfortunate attempt; that they hope, however, their
endeavours to support the Jaws of the Province will meet
with the approbation of the House, whose protection they
implore, and humbly pray that some proper and effectual
means may be used to secure them in the peaceable enjoy-
ment of their property, and a due execution of the laws;
or, if force only must decide the controversy, (which seems
to be the wish of their adversaries,) the Petitioners beseech
the House that they may not be left single and unsupported,
to contend with a whole Colony,

Ordered to lie on the table.
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to meet the enemy in the field, and being thereby exposed
to the greatest danger, as most capable of repelling it, no
regard has been shown either to the expense of equipment,
or loss of time in acquiring this useful and necessary know-
ledge. The hardships and partiality of the regulation will
further appear more strongly, when it is considered that
your Petitioners will probably be called out to do duty be-
fore many of the field-days an'ive; so that the strongest
temptations are held out, from the smallness of the penalty,
to the lazy, the timid, and disaffected, to avoid the danger
.and fatigue, by ne~lecting to qualify themselves, or at a
.critical moment evading their duty. So apparent already
are the effects of this regulation, that persons of the above
character affect to ridicule those whose patriotism would
lead them to activity and action when necessary, by repre-
senting this honourable House as rating their lives at fifty
shillings apiece. Such easy terms of exemption, in times
of such imminent danger, your Petitioners humbly conceive,
seem rather an invitation to prefer ease, security, and con-
venience, to the publick interests and safety, and, if unal-
tered, will leave your Petitioners little to hope or expect,
but the exertions and efforts of a generous few, whose zeal
will probably prove their destruction. Your Petitioners
humbly presume that, when so much is at stake, and there
is so little prospect of securing it but by the sword, the
terms imposed upon Non-Associators should be such as to
induce every man of suitable age and strength (not truly
conscientiously scrupulous) to join in the Association, and
not such as would lead everyone, whose attachment to the
cause of his country did not supersede every other considera-
tion, to pay his fine, and decline serving; they, therefore,
cannot but lament, that while they, who are enemies to the
liberties and cause of Am.erica, may, under the authority of
the Province, appear in the garb of its best friends, by pay-
ing less than five shillings per month; they who are really
its best friends, are liable, by an accidental deficiency, to be
reproached with cowardice, and exposed to infamy.

"
Your Petitioners, sensible that a compensation for arms,

and past time employed in the publick service, involves
several important considerations, do not presume to point
out any sum, but beg leave to state their complaint, and
leave it to the wisdom and justice of the House to give them
suitable redress.

"Secondly. Your Petitioners beg leave to represent, that,
under the present regulations, the estates of Non-As~ocia-
tors pay nothing but in common with Associators; and by
this means such persons who, by age or other incapacity,
are not included in the above articles, h:!Ve the protection
and security arising from the Association, upon easier terms
than others-an indulgence for which your Petitioners can
see no good reason, and which involves some of the most
considerable estates in the Province; besides, personal ser-
vice being principally required for the protection of property,
your Petitioners would, with all humility, submit to the ho-
nourable House whether an annual sum of so much in the
POl,lnd, over and above the taxes paid equally by Associators
and Non-Associators, ought not to be kvied on the taxable
estates of all Non-Associators, and others who do not come
within the limits of the recommendation of the honourable
Continental Congress respecting a General Association.

"Thirdly. Your Petitioners beg leave to point out a
defect in the above regulation respecting apprentices: in
some cases the apprentice is willing to associate, and the
master withholds his consent; in others, the master consents
and the apprentice refilses. Your Petitioners would humbly
propose that, in the former case, the ma,ter should pay the
fine; and in the other, that the apprentice, if of estate, shall
pay the fine by his guardian or next fiiend; and if non-estated,
suff0r such punishment as the House shall deem proper and
suitable to the offence.

"Fourthly. Your Petitioners do most earnestly remon-
strate against the application of the fines and penalties levied
in consequence of the Association. As tbe money to arise
is not by the way of tax to defray the charge which the
Associators may occasion, they humbly conceive that rea-
son, custom, and precedent, all concur in sho\ying that such
appropriation ought to be for the immediate support and
encouragement of the Association; and this, they humbly
submit, might very properly be done in the following man-
ner: That all such fines and penalties, whether levied from
Associators or Non-Associators, be caITied unto a fund by

themselves, to be appropriated, First, To the relief of such
Associators as may be wounded, or otherwise disabled in
actual service. Seeondly, To the relief and support of the
widows and children of those who may be ki1led in actual
service, by way of annuity. Thirdly, To the providing of
arms and accoutrements for such Associators as are unable
to furnish themselves. Fourthly, To pay such Associators
as, through poverty, are not in the publick tax-books, for the
time they may spend in the field. The residue, if any, to
be applied as before proposed. Such an appropriation, your
Petitioners conceive, would give life and spirit to the Asso-
ciation; and, upon a call of actual service and danger, th.e
mind of the brave Associator would be relieved from those
anxieties for his family which would otherwise damp his
ardour, and induce him to avoid danger rather than meet it.

"Fifthly. In order to prevent any evasion of the regu-
lations now or hereafter to be made, your Petitioners pray,
that aU persons aUeging scruples of conscience, or claiming
exemption by virtue of age or otherwise, be, if required,
under a test by oath or affirmation, before they be admitted
to the indulgence claimed. As the above exceptions are not
made in favour of pretenders, but of those who are truly
and rea]]y entitled thereto, your Petitioners humbly conceive
no good reason can be offered against such claimants' giving
full satisfaction on this head to those of their fellow-citizens
who are risking aU that is dear and valuable to thcm in life,
in defence of the rights and interests of the Province, in
which those of all its inhabitants are included.

"Sixthly. Your Petitioners beg leave to f(~present, that
it has been the

r
ractice of all countries, and is highly rea-

sonable that al persons, (not being mercenaries,) who ex-
pose their lives in defence of a country, should be admitted
to the enjoyment of all the rights and privileges of a citizen
of that country which they have defended and protected.
Under this consideration your Petitioners beg leave to oub-
mit to the House the case of a number of brave and spirited
Germans, and others, who have cheerfully joined in the As-
sociation, but are not entitled to the privileges of freemen
electors. Good policy, as we]] as gratitude, suggest the pro-
priety of granting every indulgence which can attach them
to this country, and animate them in its defence. Your Pe-
titioners therefore pray that some mode may be adopted for
the purpose.

"Seventhly. Yom Petitioners pray this honourable Hous0,
to revise the thirty-fourth article of the Rules framed the
last session for the government of the Associators, by sub-
stituting in the place of the penalty therein mentioned,

" that
such offender shan be forever hereafter incapable of holding
any office of profit or trust under the authority of this Pro-
vince." They moreover pray this honourable House to
give directions to two or more Associators, to join the Com-
missioners of this City and the several Counties, in hearinrr
the appeals of such persons as are mentioned in the eleventh
resolution framed in the last session of this honourable
House.

"E1;t;hthly. It is with great concern your Petitioners in-
form this honourable House, that" notwithstanding the direc-
tions given and pointed out the last session, there is great
reason to fear the Assessors in many places, fi'om difierent
motives, have omitted to execute the branch of their office
whieh respects the Association. Your Petitioners therefore
pray this honourable House to make some further provision
against such neglect, so that the salutary and beneficial effects
arising from the Association may not fail through the neglect,
or other misconduct, of those entrusted to carry into execu-
tion the intentions of this honourable House.

" Your Petitioners, with the utmost humility, request this
honourable House to take these matters into their serious
consideration) and grant them such relief as, in their wisnom
and equity, shall seem best calculated to remove that ine-
quality which appears in the foregoing terms of exemption,
and such other redress as the nature of the case may merit
and require. And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, shall
ever pray, &c.

"Signed by order of the Committee of Privates:
"SAMUEL SmpsoN, Chairman."

Ordered to lie on the table.

A Memorial from the Officers of the Military Association
of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia was presented to
the House, and is as follows, viz :
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. "1'0 the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen of
the Province of PENNSYLVANIA,in General Assembly
1nRt.

"The Memorial of the Ojficers of the Military Association
of the City and Libertws of PHILADELPHIA, showeth .-

" T~1at your Memorialists have perused, at the request of
t~e Pnvate Associators of this City and Liberties, their Peti-
non to your honourable House, and concur with them in the
sentiments therein contained, earnestly desiring the attention
of the honourable House to the weilThty matters therein set
forth. . In addition to the several an~endments proposed by
the PrIvates to the Rules and Re<Tu]ations relative to the
Ass?ciation; your Me~oria]ists beg leave to subjoin the fo]-
lowmg, whICh they thmk of great importance:

"That numbers of the present Associators are people
who !;lave not heretofore associated, and therefore are for the
most part, undisciplined. Among these are a grea~ many
appre.n~lces, ~~d ot~ers, w~o, ho~ever desirous they may be
of gall1l11gmIlItary InstructIon, WIll not be permitted to turn
out oftener than the Regu]ations require. And it is well
kn0:vn to pe~ons of experience in this way, that it is im-
p~sslble to tram ~en ,so as to render them expert soldiers,
without great assidUIty and frequent exercise, and that the
times mentioned in the Regu]ations are scarce sufficient to
perfect a man even in his manual. Your Memorialists there-
fore request thehonourab]e House would increase the num-
ber of days appointed for the general meetin<Tsof Associa-
tors, which, in the opinion of your MemorialIsts, should be
at least once in every week.

"That the wages appointed for drummers and fifers are
so extremely trifling, that no persons can be procured to do
the duty, and our Battalions are almost totally deprived of
their musick, as the drummers and fifers have left the Asso-
ciation, t? get employ where they receive pay on which they
can SUbSIst. That the drummers and fifers are, in genera],
persons who have no other way of <TaininO'a livelihood. and'

h
. .

"" ""

,

as muc tIme IS t.ake~ up in perfecting themselves, they
ought, as we conCeIve, mstead of casual and uncertain pay,
to have a permanent and settled support.

"
Your Memorialists therefore pray the honourable House

to raise the wages of the Drum and Fife-Majors, and allow
the drummers and fifers reasonable and constant pay, that
persons already taught may be induced to join the Associa-
tion, and that others may be incited to qualify themselves
for this part of military duty, which is not merely parade,
but abso]utely essential to the service.

"T!lat the ~fficers of the several Battalions experience
manv mconvemences from the want of a Ser<Teant-MaJ'or'J

~', 0 ,
and as there are now III all the Battalions officers tolerably
qualified, it is submitted to the honourable House, whetber,
instead of an Adjutant, it would not be better to appoint
a Sergeant-Major on constant pay, and 1et a subaltern offi-
cer, in every Battalion, do the duty of an Adjutant.

"Your Memorialists beg leave to give it as their opinion
to the honourable House, that the several alterations and
amendments pointed out in the petition from the Privates,
together with those before-mentioned, bein<Tmade, the minds
of the people will be entirely satisfied, ~nd strength and
vigour will be given to the Association, which, thouah now
very extensively adopted, will then be more generalh: agreed
to, and which persons in general signed, not bcca~lse they
esteemed the Regulations perfect, or in all cases proper, but
from their zeal for the c(luse, and the confidence they had
in the honourable House that you would be pleased to re-
medy all defects when applied to for that purpose.

" Bv order of a Board of Officers:.
"DANIEL ROBERDEAU, President

"Philadelphia, February 21, 1776."

Ordered to lie on the table.

A Remonstrance and Petition from the Committee of In-
spection and Observation of the County of Chester, \vas
presented to the House, and is as follows, viz:.

"To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen of
the Province of PENNSYLVANIA, in General Assembly
met.

"The Remonstrance and Petition of the Committee of In-
spection and Observation of CHESTER County, humbly
showeth :

"That your Remonstrants, in obedience to the resolves of
this honourable House, and from zeal to the cause of their

country, have" since your last session, used their best en-
deavours to prevail on the people of this County to adopt
and sign the articles for the better government of the Mili.
tary Association; but we find them not so well received as
the exigency of the times requires; and are apprehensive,
unless your Honours wiII, at this session, amend such parts
thereof as are the most exceptionable they will not be
generally signed but by those who think it better to adopt
any government rather than none.

"Your Remonstrants beg leave briefly to mention some
of the articles which the people most generally object to,
viz: They say, 'that the burden of the Association .falls
chiefly on the poor and middling sort of the inhabitants,
whilst the more opulent are, for the most part, exempt, they
carrying on their business by bought servants and Negroes.
On the contrary, those in low and middling circumstances
are obliged to take in apprentices; the arming of which,
together with their loss of time, will be extremely burden.
some; so much so, that they cannot comply with the re-
solves of the House, without distressinO' themselves and
families. But, were arms and accoutreme~ts to be provided
at the pub]jck charge, they are ready to conform to the other
parts as far as in their power.'

"
Your Remonstrants are humbly of opinion, that the

above objections are founded in justice; and firmly believe
that, was some measure taken to provide arms for the whole,
at the publick charge, and all able-bodied men, from sixteen
to sixty, obJiged to associate or pay the fine, that then it
would be generally adopted.

"
Your Remonstrants therefore humbly request your Ho--

nours to take the promises under your serious consideration,
and make such alterations in the present Association as to
you may seem jnst and reasonable.

"Signed by order and in behalf of the Committee:
"ANTHONY WAYNE, Chairman.

"
Che~tcr, February 12, 1776."

Ordered to lie on the table.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Saturday, February 21, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The Members appointed to wait on the Governour with
the Bin passed last night, reported, that they had delivered
the same according to order, and that his Honour was pleased
to say that he would take the said Bill into immediate con-
sideration.

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Thompson be added to
the Committee of Safety.

The House acljourned to ~Ionday next, at four o'clock,
P.M.

Monday,February 26, 1776,P. M.

Mr. Speaker, with twenty-five Members, met pursuant to
adjournment; and a quorum not appearing, they adjourned
to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, February 27, 1776.

A quorum met pursuant to adjournment.
Mr. Speahr laid before the House a Letter from Be»Ja-

min Franklin, Esq., which was read by order, and is as
follows, viz:

"February 26, 1776.

"
SIR: I am extremely sensible of the honour done me

by my fellow-citizens in choosing me their Representative
in Assembly, and of that late]y conferred on me by the
House in appointing me one of the Committee of Safety for
this Province, and a Delegate to the Congress. It would
be a happiness to me if I could serve the publick duly in all
those stations; but, aged as I now am, I feel myself unequal
to so mueh business, and, on that account, think it my duty
to decline' a part of it. I hope, therefore, that the House
will be so good as to aecept my excuse. for not att'~nding as
a member of the present Assembly, and, if they think fit,
~ve orders for the election of another in my place, that the
cIty may be more completely represented.

"
I request, also, that the House would be pleased to dis.

pense with my further attendance as one of the Committee
of Safety. .

" With the greatest and most sincere respect to yourself
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and the House, I have the honour to be, sir, your most obe-
dient and most humble servant,

"BENJA1UIN FRA.L'iKLIN.

"
To the Honourable John ltlorton, Esq."

Upon consideration of the foregoing Letter,
Resolved, That the seat of the said Member in this House

lJe vacated accordingly, and that the Speaker do issue his
order to the Provincial Secretary for the election of another
fit person in the room of the Member who has resigned.

The House resumed the consideration of the Governour's
Message, the Letter sent down with it, and the Petition
from the Magistrates and Sheriff of the County of Northum-
Lerland; and, a[ter a debate o[ some length, adjourned to
three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

Mr. Speaker laid before tire House a copy of his Order
to the Secretary, requiring him to issue a Writ for the elec-
tion of a Member of Assembly in the place o[ Benjamin
Franklin, Esq., who has resigned; which was read by order,
and follows in these words, viz:
Pennsylvania, ss.

By a Resolve of Assembly of this day, I am empowered
and directed to order the Provincial Secretary that he do
issue a Writ to the Sheriff o[ the County of Philadelphia
for the election of a Member to serve as a Representative
in this Assembly for the City of Philadelphia, in the room
of Benjamin Franklin, Esq., who has requested leave to
resign his seat in the said Assembly.

Therefore, by virtue of the said Resolve, and in pursuance
of a law of this Province in that case made and provided, I
ria require that a Writ be issued to the Sheriff of the said
County for the purpose aforesaid, according to the direction
of the said law.

Dated at Philadelpltia, the 27th day of February, Anno
Domini 1776. 1\ S:JOHN nloRToN, peaker.

To Joseph Shippen, Esq., Provincial Secretary.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, February 28, ] 776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

A Petition, signed by a considerable number of the Free-
IJolders and Inhabitants of the County of York, was pre-
srnted to the House, and read, praying an allowance of more
Memhers to represent the said County in Assembly.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. l1illc!;[as presented at the table an Account from
Messieurs Wdliam and Thomas Bradford, Printers, amount-
ing to fifteen Pounds, for forty copies of the Journal of Con-
gress; which was read, and referred to the Committee of
.Accounts.

A Petition, signed bya considerable number of the Free-
holders and Inhabitants of the County of Berks, was pre-
sented to the House, and read, praying an allowance of more
Members to represent the said County in Assembly.

Ordered to lie on the table.

A Petition, signed by a number of the Freeholders and
Inhabitants of the County of Bedford, was presented to the
House, and read, praying an allowance of more Members to
represent the said County in Assembly.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Upon motion, the House took into consideration the seve-
ral Memorials and Petitions from the Officers and Privates. .

of the Military Association, pointing out defects, and pray-
ing alterati011's in the Rules and Regulations fornled hy the
House for the better government of the said Association;
and, after a debate of considerable length, adjourned to three
o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

Petitions from the Counties of Cumberland and Northum-
ocrland, signed by 'a great number of the Inhabitants, were
presented to the House, and read, praying an allowance of
more Members to represent the said Counties in Assembly.

Ordered to lie on the table.

The House proceeded in the consideration of the Memo-
riats and Petitions from the Officers and Privates of the
Military Association; and, after fi1l'ther debate,

Ordered, That Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Gray, Mr. Reed,
Mr. Rodman, Mr. Brown, Mr. Pearson, Mr. Humphreys,
Mr. Slou,(rh, Mr. Ross, Mr. Ewing, Mr. 1t1ontgornery,~Mr.
Chreist, Kir. Kachle'in, Mr. Dougherty, and Mr. Hunter, bo
a Committee to revise the Rules and Regulations formed
by this House for the better government of the Military As-
sociation, together with the Resolutions directing the mod(~
oflevying taxes on Non-Associators; to report such altera-
tions and additions thereto as shall appear necessary; also,
to select from the Petitions of the Associators, lately pre-
sented, such parts as point out defects, and propose amend-
ment,; to the said Rules and Regulations, and lay them
before the House in one view, for the more easy considera-
tion thereo[.

The House rcsumed the consideration of the Governour's
Message of the 22d instant; and, after some time spent
therein,

.
Ordered, That Mr. Reell, Mr. Rodman, and Mr. Ross,

be a Committee t6 prepare and bring in an Answer to the
said Message.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Thursday, February 29, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The Resolutions of Congress, laid befi)re the House the
22d instant, were again read by order, and are as follows,
VIZ:

"In Congress, October 26, 1775.

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Pro-
vincial Assemblies, Conventions, or CounciJs 01'Committees
of Safety of the United Colonies, to export to the foreign
West-Indies, on account and risk of their respective Colo-
nies, as much Provision or other Produce (except horned
Cattle, Sheep, Hogs, and Poultry) as they may deem neces-
sary for the importation of Arms, Ammunition, Sulphur, and
Saltpetre.

"November 4, 1775.-Resolved, That it be recommend-
ed to the several Assemblies or Conventions of the Colo-
nies, respectively, to set and keep their Gunsmiths at work,
to manu£'lcture good Fire-locks with Bayonets; each Fin'-
lock to he made with a good Bridle-lock, three-quarters
of an inch bore, and of good substance at the breech; the
Barrel to be three feet eight inches in length; the Bayon!'t
to be eighteen inches in the blade; with a steel Ramrod,
the upper end thereof to be trumpet-mouthed. That the
price to be given be fixed hy the Assembly or Convention,
or Committee of Safety, of each Colony; and that, until a
sufficient quantity of good Arms can be manufactured, they
import as many as are wanted, by all the means in their
power.

"Resoh,ed, That it be recommended to the several L(,-
gislatures, Assemblies, or Conventions of the Colonies, to
enact a law or pass an ordinance inflicting the following
punishments upon such as harbour Deserters, knowing them
to be such, viz: A fine upon all such offenders, not less
than thirty nor more than fifty Dollars; and in case of in-
ahility to pay the fine, to be punished with whipping, not less
than thirty-nine lashes for each offence. Also, that they
empower the Commander-in-Chief, or the officer commanrl-
ing a detachment or any out-post, to administer an oath, and
swear any person or persons to the truth of any information
or intelligence, or any other matter relative to the publick
serVIce.

"November 25, 1775.-Resolved, That all such Ships-of-
War, Frigates, Sloops, Cutters, and Armed Vessels, as are
or shall be employed in the present cruel and unjust war
against the United Colonies, and shall fall into the hands of,
or be taken by, the inhabitants thereof, be seized and for-
feited to and for the purposes hereinafter mentioned.

"That all Transport Vessels in the same service, having
on board any Troops, Arms, Ammunition, Clothing, Pro-
visions,1>r Military or Naval Stores, of what kind soever;
and all Vessels, to whomsoever belonging, that shall be em-
ployed in carrying Provisions or other necessaries to the Bri-.
tish Army or Armies, or Navy, that now arc or shall here-
after be within any of the United Colonies; or any Goods,
Wares, or )ferchandise, for the use of such Fleet or Army,
shall be liable to seizure, and, with their cargoes, shall he
confiscated.

"That no Master or Commander of any Vessel shall be
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entitled to cruise for or make prize of any Vessel or Cargo
before he shaH have obtained a commission from the Con-
gress, or from such person or persons as shall he for that
purpose appointed in some one of the United Colonies.

"That it be, and is hereby, recommended to the several
Legislatures in the United Colonies, whether Assemblies or
Conventions, as soon as possible to erect Courts of Justice,
or give jurisdiction to the Courts now in being, for the pur-
pose of determining concerning the captures to be made as
aforesaid; and to provide that all trials in such cases be
had by a Jury, under such qualifications as to the respec-
tive Legislatures shaH seem expedient.

"That aH prosecutions shall be commenced in the Court
of that Colony in which the captures shall be made; but if
no such Court be at that time erected in the said Colony,
or if the capture be made on open sea, then the prosecu-
tion shaH be in the Court of SLlchColonyas the captor may
find most convenient. Provided, That nothing contained in
this Resolution shall be construed so as to enable the captor
to remove his prize from any Colony competent to deter-
mine concerning the seizure, after he shall have carried the
Vessel so seized within any harbour of the same.

"
That in all cases an appeal shaH be allowed to the Con-

gress, or such person or persons as they shall appoint for the
trials of appeals, provided the appeal be demanded within
five days after definitive sentence, and such appeal be lodged
with the Secretary of Congress within forty days afterwards;
and provided the party appealing shaH give security to pro-
secute the said appeal to effect. And in case of the death
of the Secretary during the recess of Congress, then the said
appeal to be lodged in Congress within twenty days after
the meeting thereof.

"
That when any Vessel or Vessels shaH be fitted out at

the expense of. any private person or pmsons, then the cap-
tures made shall be to the use of the owner or owners of
the said Vessel or Vessds; that where the Vessels em-
ployed in the capture shall be fitted out at the expense of
any of the United Colonies, then one-third of the prize
taken shall be to the use of the captors, and the remaining
two-thirds to the use of the said Colony; and where the
Vesse! so employed shall be fitted oUt at the Continental
charge, then one-third shall go to the captors, and the re-
maining two-thirds to the use of the United Colonies. Pro-
vided, nevertheless, That if the capture be.a Vessel-of-War,
then the captors shaH be entitled to one-half of the va]ue,
and the remainder shall go to the Colony or Continent, as
the case may be, the necessary charges of condemnation of
aH prizes being deducted before distribution made.

"That in cases of recaptures, the recaptors have and re-
tain, in lieu of salvage, one-eighth part of the true value of
the Vessel and Cargo, or either of them, if the same hath,
or have b~en, in the possession of the enemy twenty-four
hours, and less than forty-eight hours; one-third part if more
than forty-eight and less thau ninety-six hours; and one-
half if more than ninety-six hours; unless the Vesse! shall,
after the capture, have been legally condemned as prize by
some Court of Admiralty ;in which case the recaptors to
have the whole. In aH which cases, the share detamed, or
prize, to be divided between the owners of the Ship making
the recapture, the Colony, or the Continent, as the case may
be, and the captors, agreeable to the former Resolution.

"December 26, 1775.-Whereas the Congress, on the
~9th day of November, resolved that a further sum of three
millions of Dollars be emitted in Bills of Credit:

"Resolved, That the thirteen United Colonies be pledged
for the redemption of the Bills of Credit so directed to b~
emitted.

"That each Colony provide ways and means to sink its
proportion of the said Bills, in such manner as may be most
effectual, and best adapted to the condition, circumstances,
and equal mode of levying taxes in each Colony.

"
That the proportion or quota of each respective Colony

be determined according to the number of Inhabitants, of aH
ages, including Negroes and Mulattoes in each Colony.

"That it be recommended to the several Assemblies, Con-
ventions, or Councils, or Committees of Safety, of the re-
spective Colonies, to ascertain, by the most impartial and
effectual means in their power, the number of Inhabitants
in each respective Colony; taking care that the list be au-
thenticated by the oaths or affirmations of the several per-
sons who shaH be intrusted with this service; and that the

said Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils or Committees of
Safety, do, respectively, lay before Congress a Return of the
number of Inhabitants of their respective Colonies, as soon
as the same shaH be procured.

"That each Colony pay its respective quota in four equal
payments; the first to be made on or before the last day of
November, 178.3; the second on or before the last day of
November, 1784; the third on or before the last day of No-
vember, 1785; and the fourth or last on or before the last
day of November, 1786.

"And that for this end the several Assemblies or Con-
ventions provide for laying and levying Taxes in thpir
respective Colonies towards sinking the Continental Bills.
That the said Bills be received by the CoUectors in pay-
ment of such Taxes, and be by the CoHectors paid into
the hands of the Provincial Treasurers, with a.ll such other
moneys as they may receive in lien of the Continental Bills;
which other moneys the Provincial Treasurers shaH en-
deavour to get exchanged for Continental Bills; and where
that cannot be done. shan send to the Continental Treasu-
rers the deficiency i~ silver anp gold, with the BiIls, making
up the quota to be slink in that year; taking care to cut, by
a circular punch of an ineh in diameter, a hole in such Bills,
and to cross the same, thereby to render them un passable,
though the sum or value is to remain fairly legible. And
the Continental Treasurers, as fast as they receive the said
quotas, shan, with the assistance of a Committee of five
persons, to be appointed by the Congress then sitting, or by
the As~embly or Convention of the Province of Pennsyl-
vania, examine and connt the Continental Bills, and in the
presence of the said Committee, burn and destroy them.

"And the silver and gold sent them to make up the de-
ficiencies of quotas, they shall retain in their hands until
demanded in redemption of Continental Bins that may be
brought to them for that purpose; which BiHs, so redeemed,
they shall also burn and destroy in the presence of the said
Committee. And the Treasurers, whenever they have sjl-
vel' or gold in their hands for the redemption of Continental
Bills, shall advertise the same, signifying that they are ready
to give gold or silver for such Bills, to .all persons requiring
it in exchange.

"Resolved, That the Inspectors of the Press deliver the
proof-sheets and checks of the Continental Bills to the Con-
tinental Treasurers, and that they deliver one of each to the
Delegates of every Colony, to remain with the Provincial
Treasurer to be appointed in such Colony, and to retain the
rest in their hands.

"1Vhereas there'is reason to believe that divers persons,
either from inattention to the publick good, or with design
to retard the recruiting service, have arrested and imprisoned,
for very trifling debts, many Soldiers who had engaged to
risk their lives in defence of the rights and liberties of Ame-
rica ; and as it has always been found neeessary, in time of
war, to regulate and restrain a practice of such pernicious
tendency, and in sueh cases to abate the rigoUJ'Sof law:

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Legis-
latures in these Colonies, whether Assemblies or Conven-
tions, to pass Acts or Ordinances prohibiting the arrests of
Continental Soldiers for sman debts. And in order that the
same rule may pervade all the Colonies, that no such Sol-
dier be arrested at the SUit of any of his creditors, unless
the said creditor make oath that the said Soldier is justly
indebted to him in the sum of twenty-five DoHars over and
above all discounts; and that the estate of no such Soldier
be liable to attachment at the suit or for the benefit of all
his creditors, unless their debt~. in the whole, on being as-
certained by their oaths, shaH amount to more than one
hundred and fifty Dollars.

"
Extract from the Minutes:

"CH.I..RLES THOMSON, Secretary."

The Committee of Accounts, to whom the Barrackmas-
ter's Account was referred for consideration, reported they
had examined the same, and are of opinion it ought to be
immediate1y paid.

And an Order being drawn at thG table on MichaellJil-
wgas, Esq., for two hundred ann eleven Pounds seventeen
Shillings and six Pence, in discharge of the said Account,
the same was signed by t~Speaker, and delivered to Mr.
Hillegas. .~

A Petition from John Marsh(111, Threadmaker,fromEng-
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land, was presented to the House and read, setting forth, That
the Petitioner, emboldened by the laudable attention of the
honomable House to the promotion and encomagement of
useful manufactures in this Province, begs leave to repre-
sent that, at a considerable expense, and after several years'
close application, he hath made himself perfect master of
the aforesaid business in all its branches, according to the
best established and approved methods practised in the most
noted manufacturing towns in England. That about sixteen
months ago, the Petitioner arrived in this city, and engaged
with the Managers of the House of Employment, at a small
annual salary, where (by their permission, at his own risk,
and at a very considerable cost) he erected several useful
implements and machines, the whole of which are now in
use there. That the most material machine is a twisting and
throwing-mill, entirely of the Petitioner's own invention,
which is a most excellent improvement upon any heretofore
known, and answering every purpose that was expected;
greatly forwarding the business, by lessening the labour that
was otherwise necessary for carrying it on, and such an one
as he apprehends was never known before in any part of the
world. That the Petitioner hath, in the said House of Em-
ployment, brought the thread manufactory to a perfection
before unknown in this Province, or, as he is informed, in
America, it being generally a110wed by the consumers (the
only true judges) that the threads he manufactures there are
vastly preferable to any imported or elsewhere had. That
the .Petitioner, far from wanting to make any secret of his
business or machine, is willing to instruct any prop~ or ca-
pable persons in the whole business, and to do everything
in his power to establish the manufacture in this Province,
the great utility of which, on many accounts, is universal1y
acknowledged, and more particularly at this time necessary.

That the Petitioner therefore prays the honourable House
to take the premises into consideration, and hopes they wil1
consider him as an useful manufacturer, as also the first in-
ventor and introducer of a most excellent machine into this
Province, not applied to his own benefit by the partial or
exclusive use of it, but that it is of a publick benefit and
utility, being, as aforesaid, now in use at the House of Em-
ployment; and that the honourable House will grant him
such bounty or encouragement as he may be judged to
merit.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Upon motion, the Memorial from the Managers of the
Unitcd Company of Philadelphia, for promoting American
Manuf.'lctures, was again read; and, after some debate
thereon,

Ordered, That Mr. Miles, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Reed, Mr.
Brown, Mr. Pennock, Mr. Grubb, Mr. Swoope, Mr. ltlont-
gomery, Mr. Chreist, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Dougherty, and Mr.
Hunter, be a Committee to consider of, and report to the
House, the best mode of encouraging the culture of Flax
in this Province.

The Governour, by Mr. Secretary, returned the Bill in-
tituled "An Act to enable the Keepers of Records, in the
Counties of Philadelphia and Chester, to remove them to
more safe and convenient places," and acquainted the
House he should be ready to pass the said Bill into a law
whenever presented to him for that purpose.

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. lVf.

Post Meridian.

The House resumed the consideration of the Resolutions
of the Continental Congress, laid before them on Thursday,
the 22d instant; and, after some time spent therein,

Ordered, That Mr. Gmy, Mr. Reed, Mr. Rodman, Mr.
Gibbons, Mr. Slough, Mr. Swoope, Mr. Chreist, Mr. Taylor,
Mr. Dougherty, Mr. Hunter, and Mr. Thompson, be a Com-
mittee to make inquiry what part of the Arms and Accou-
trements, directed by the late Assembly to be provided for
publick use, are now completed, and when the whole will
probably be procured; and that the said Members use their
utmost endeavours to forward this necessary business in
their respective Counties.

The House being informed by a Member, who is also a
Member of the Committee of Safety, that the Committee
have diligently applied them.s to the promoting the
manufacture of good Arms in ~rovince,

Resolved, That the Resolution of Congress of the 4th of

November last be transmitted to the Committee of Safety,
and that they be directed to prosecute their measures for the
procuring good Arms with the utmost industry.

Ordered, That Mr. Gray, Mr. Miles, Mr. ~l1forris,Mr.
Reed, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Pyle, Mr. RossI Mr. Taylor, and
Mr. Thompson, be a Committee to prepare a Resolve in-
tlictin[Tthe fo11mvingpunishments upon such persons as
harbo~r Deserters from the Continental and Provincial
Forces, knowing them to be such, viz: A fine upon all
such offenders, not less than thirty nor more than fifty Dol-
lars; and in case of refusal or inability to pay the fine, to be
punished with imprisonment, not exceeding. . . . months
for each offence; and that such Resolve do also extend to
institute some proper Court or authority for the trial of such
offenders, with suitable powers, and under proper limitations.

Ordered, That the Resolution of Congress, respectincy
the delegation of power to the Commander-in-Chief, ?r, of-
ficer commanding a detachment or out-post, to admllllster
an Oath, be referred to the saiq Committee, and provision
made accordingly.

Ordered, That the Resolution recommending to the Le-
gislatures of the several Colonies to erect Courts of Justice,
for the purpose of determining concerning Captures, be
adopted, and referred to the said Committee.

Ordered, That the Resolution for ascertaining the num-
ber of Inhabitants in each Colony, be recommended to the
attention of the said Committee; and that this service be
performed by the Township and Ward-Assessors within
their respective Districts.

Ordered, That the Resolution recommending to the se-
veral Assemblies to pass Acts or Ordinances for prohibiting
arrests of Continental and Provincial Soldiers, be coml}licd
with, and referred to the said Committee.

A Petition from William Scout, of ]Jfoorland, in the
County of Philadelphia, Fugleman, complaining that he
had not received the wages due to him for his services, was
presented to the House and read.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

The House adjourned to to-morrow.

Friday, March 1, 1776.

of Inspection for the
the House, and is as

A Petition from the Committee
County of Bucks, was presented to
follows, viz:

"To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen oj
the Province of PENNSYLVANIA,in General Assembly met.

"The Petition of the Committee of Inspection for 'the Coun-
ty of BUCKS, humbly showeth:

"That as a general uneasiness prevails among the As-
sociators in this County, on account of the late Military
Resolutions of this honourable House, and many persons
have signed them under a full persuasion that amendments
would be made therein; and as there are many able-bodi(.d
men, between the age of fifty and sixty years, possessed of
large estates, who are entirely exempt from military dUly
and expense, your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that
the Association may be extended to the age of sixty.

"And as the tax upon Non-Associators is confined merely
as an equivalent for personal services, and the Associators
have no compensation for their arms and accoutrements,
not to mention the dangers they will be exposed to wlwn
called into actual service, your Petitioners pray, that an ad-
ditional tax be laid upon the estates of Non-Associators
proportionate to the expenses of the Associators necessa-
rily incurred for the general defence of property.

"And as, by marching whole Battalions or Companies of
Militia, large tracts of country will be left destitute of lI1en,
except those who either hold all resistance unlawful, or
such as are disaffected to the present measures; your Peti-
tioners therefore beg leave to submit it to the consideration
of the House, whether it would not be better to direct the
Colonels to draft from their Battalions such number as shall,
from time to time, be requisite; thereby affording an 0PpOl"-
tunity for those whose circumstances wi1l not always admit
their going to get volunteers in their stead, and, at the same
time, leaving sufficient force in every part of the country to
quell any local insurrections.

"AU which your Petitioners humbly pray may be taken
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into the consideration of the House, and such amendments
made as you in your wisdom shaH see meet.

"Per order of the Committee:
"JOSEPH HART, Chairman.

"Ducks County, in Committee, February 27, 1776."

Ordered to Jie on the table. .

A Petition fi'Om divers Inhabitants of the Township of
New~Britain, concerning the settlement of the account of
expenses exhibited to the Committee for Captain William
Roberts's Company, in the said Township, was presented
to the House, and read, praying the said Account ma)' be
re~examined.

Ordered to lie on the table. '.
A Petition from a number of Freeholders and Inha.bi-

tants of the County of .Northampton; a copy of a Mcmo-
rial from the said Freeholders and Inhabitants, delivered to
Congress in Deamber last, and several Affidavits taken in
the said County, were presented to the House, and read.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The Housc adjourned to three o'clock, P~ M.

Post Meridian.

Thc'Committee appointed to prepare and bring in an
Answer to the Governour's Message, reported an essay for
that purpose; which, being read and agreed to by the
House, was ordered to be transcribed.

A Memorial from the Committee of Safet)" was presented
to the House, and is as follows, viz: '

.

"To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen of
the Province ~fPENNSYLVANIA,in General Assemply met:
The Memorial of the Committee of Safety.
"The Committee have, ever since their appointment,

applied themselves with the greatest zeal and fidelit)' to tbe
important trust confided to thmn, in pro~'idingmeans for the
defence of this Province; they were, however, such means
only as were thought more immediately requisite for our se-
curitya"ainst the attempts made by a Naval Armament,
and wer~, besides, necessarily confined within the limits of
the funds aUotted to them by your honourable House; but
they beg leave to repr:sent that, as eve:y: day ~~ngs with
it fresh proofs of the vIOlenceof the Bnt1sh Mmlstry, and
of their fixed purpose to subdue the free spirit of America,
that has yet given such obstructions to all their schemes of
tyranny and despotism-a purpose assisted, too, by an ~b-

. sequious Parliament which may not speak the genume
sense of the nation, though it bas unhappily the direetion of
its force, it truly becomes us to prepare seriously for the
storm rrathcring over the Colonies, and which, in the un-
certainty of its course, may, in a few weeks, fan upon this
Province. This being the idea of the Committee, they
have come to the following Resolution, claiming the most
earnest attention of your honourable House thereto:

"Resolved, That app1ication be made to the honourable
the House of Representatives, praying that they will take
order for the raising of two thousand Men, to act in the de-
fence of this Province; and this Board will represent it as
their opinion, that it will be most for the publick sen1ce,
that one Battalion of Regular Troops be formed out of tbat
number, and the remainderbe a body of Riflemen.

"The Committee beg leave to solicit your attention to
another object, al30 of extensive importance-the Military
Association ; the general sentiments concerning which, they
h1!ve,in the recess of Assembly, had an opportunity of col-
lecting. And though sueh numbers alread)' have, and, we
hope, will still engage in it, under its present form, as may
prove a cortsiderable addition to our strength; yet, ~s there
are material 0~1ectionsmade to it, and, as they uud.erstand,
are to be laid before your honourable House by dIVersre-
spectable bodies of men, they submit to you whether it will
not be hj"hly expedient and consistent with good policy,
immediately to remove every cause of discontent on this
head from the minds of the Associators, who, under an ap-
prehension 'of partial and unequal burdens imposed on
them, haveJnevertheless, had tht) virtue I;1otto refuse their
services to 1heir country, in confidence that your honour-
able House will reconsider the several pro~;sions and regu-
lations complained of, an~ give them satisfaction therein.

" By order of the Committee;

" ALEXANDER WILCOX, Clwirman.
II Itl Committee of Safety, Phihdelphia, February 22, 1776."

FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v.

Ordered to lie on the table.

The House, being' informed by the Speaker thatthe Il1~
dians now in town request to be supplied with a Horse, a
Beaver-Trap, and some other necessaries,

Ordered, That Mr. Hillegas and Mr. Parker provide
the said Indians with the articles they mention, and such
other little matters as the Members think expedient.

The Answer of the House to the Governour's Message
being transcribed, according to order, was signed by the
Speaker, and follows in these words, viz :

May it plwse your Honour:
We have taken into our consideration your Message of

the 22d instant, respecting the expenses incurred, in obe-
dience to your order for carrying into execution the la ws of
this Province, in the County of Jllorthumberland, and request
your Honour would be pleased to furnish the House with a
copy of the orders given on that occasion; and, also, that
you will direct a particular account to be laid before ns of
the expense which has accrued, to enable us to judge of the
propriety and amount of the provision expected fi'Om us.

Signed by order of the House:
JoaN MORTON, Speaker.

March 1, 1776.

Ordered, That Mr. Rodman and Mr. Hunter wait on
the Governour with the foregoing Answer to his Message,
and deliver the same.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-mqrrow morning.

Monday, March 4, 1776, P. M.

Upon motion, the House took into consideration theJ?eti.
tion of John ll'larshall, Threadmaker; and after some debate,

Ordered, That Mr. Gray, Mr. Parker, Mr. Pearson,
Mr. Swoope, and Mr. Dougherty, be a Committee to view
the Machines contrived by the Petitioner for tbrowing and
twisting of Thread, and report their opinion thereof.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, March 5, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
By the Return of the Sheriff of the County of Philadel-

phia, produced at the table, it appearing tbat David Ritten-
house, Esq" was, on the 2d instant, elected a Representa-
tive in Assembly lor the City of Philadelphia; and the said
gentleman this day attendirig the House, he was qualified as
a Member, and took his seat accordingly.

Upon motion, Ordered, That this House will, on Friday
next, take into consideration the great number of Petitions
lately presented from the several back Counties, for an in-
crease of Members to represcl(lt the said Counties, respcc.
tively, in Assembly.

The Governour, by Mr. Secretary, sent down to the
House a.copy of his Lette"r to the Magistrates of Nortlwmber.
land County, on the 25th of November last, which was read
by order, and follows in these words, viz:

"
Philadelphia, November 25, 1775.

"GENTL;F:MEN:I have just now received a Message from
the Assembly, founded on a letter a.ddressed to them from
the County of Northumberland, respecting the Connecticut
settlers at Wyoming, requesting me to give orders for a due
execution of the laws of this Province in the Counties of
}{orthumberland and Northampton. In consequence there.
of, I do most cheerfully order you to use your utmost dili-
gence and activity in putting the laws of this Province in
execution throughout the County of Northumberland; and
you may depend on the faith of the House, and my concur-
rence with them, that every proper and necessaryexpense
that may be incurred on the occasion shall be defrayed.

" I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
"JOHN PENN.

"To William Plnn7<et,Esq., and his Associates, Justices of
the Peace for the County of Northumberland."
On delivery of the above, Mr. Secretary informed the

House his Honour had not yet received a proper account of"
the expenses attending the late expedition to Wyoming;:
but would give immediate orders to have slIch account laid
before him, and communicate the same to the House.

Upon motion, the House resumed the consideration of the,
43
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Memorial from the Committee of Safety, respecting the rais-
ing of Troops for the defence of this Province; and after
~some debate,

Ordered, That Mr. Hillegas, Mr. .Miles, Mr. Humphreys,
and Mr. 'lJtompson, be a Committe~ to prepare and bring
in an estimate of the expense of levying a body of fifteen
hundred Men, and victualling and paying them for one year.

A number of Petitions from the Counties of York, Cum-
berland, Berks, and Bedford, for more Members to repre-
sent the said Counties, respectively, in Assembly, was pre-
sented to the House, and read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

A Petition from the Committee of Officers and Privates
belonging to Colonel Richard Thomas's Battalion of Chester
County, was presented to the House, and read; setting forth,
That the Petitioners, apprehending themselves aggrieved by
several of the Regulations of the honourable House for the
better government of the As_sociators of this Province, beg
leave to represent that it is their opinion there is a neces-
sity of an amendment to the said Regulations in the follow-
ing particulars, viz : -

First. They imagine it would be more equitable, in itself,
and advantageous to the publick, if the Arms and Accoutre-
ments were provided at the expense of the Province, and
made Provincial property.

Secondly. They apprehend the present Fines and Taxes
upon both Associators and Non-Associators to be consider-
ably too low.

Thirdly. They are of opinion that the limitations, with
regard to the age of those who come under the notice of the
Regulations, whether as Associators or Non-Associators,
ought to be extended; that the Petitioners, confiding in the
regard of the honourable House to the welfare and safety of
the Province, humbly refer these matters to their serious con:'
sideration, and hope for redress in the above particulars, or
such other relief as may be thought proper.

Ordered to lie on the table.

A Petition from the Inhabitants o( the Town of Reading,
in the County of Berks, was presented to the House, and
read; setting forth, That a number of the Regulars, who
were taken Prisoners at Fort St. John's, are confined in the
said town; that, having no Barracks, such of the Peti-
tioners, to whom it was the least inconvenient, were obliged
to lodge the said Prisoners i~1their Houses; that, in all pro-
bability, from the situation of the said town, the Petitioners
will have more inconveniences of the same kind to labour
under from the billeting of Continental Tl'Oops,as well as
Prisoners; that, from the idleness of the said Prisoners' man-
ner of living, they will probably become disorderly, and they
may be more easily restrained from mischief by being all
confined to one place in the night time; that the Petition-
ers, therefore, pray the honourable House will take the
premises into consideration, and erect Barracks in the said
town, capable of containing four or five hundred men.

Ordered to lie on the table.

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in an es-
timate of the expense of levying a body of fifteen hundred
Men, and victualling and paying them tor one year, report-
ed a draft for that purpose; which was read by order, and
is as follows, viz:

Estimate of the Pay and Subsistence of fifteen hundred
ftfen for one month.

Two Battalions of Riflemen:

1 Colonel, at 50 dollars, - - -
:2 Lieutenant-Colonels, at 40 dollars, each,
2 Majors, at 33~ dollars,

12 Captains, at 26~ dollars, - - . - -
:24 First and Second Lieutenants, at 18 dol-

lars, - - - -
1:2 Third Lieutenants, at 13! dollars,
48 Sergeants, at 8 dollars,
1:2 Fifers, at 7! dollars,
12 Drummers, at 71 dollars, -

1 Quartermaster, at 18! dollars,
:2 Adjutants, at 18! dollars,

Per Month.

$50
80
66~

320

432
160
384

88
88
18!
36~

2 Surgeons, at 25 donal's,
:2 Surgeons' :Mates, at 13! dollars, -
1 Chaplain, at 20 dollars,

867 Privates, at 5 dollars, -
1000
1087 Rations, (firing induded,) at nine Pence

per day, is £i,222 17s. 6d. per month,
which is equal to -

50
26~
20

4,335--
$6,155!

$3,261

$9,4161
On~ Battalion of Musket-men:

1 Colonel, at 50 dollars, -
1 Lieutenant-Colonel, at 40 dollars,
1 Major, at 331 dollars, -
8 Captains, at 26~ dollars, each,
8 Lieutenants, at 18 dollars,
8 Ensigns, at 13! dollars,

16 Sergeants, at 8 dollars,
16 Corporals, at 7! dollars, -

8 Fifes, at 7! dollars, - - - - -
8 Drums, at 7! dollars, - - - - -
1 Quartermaster, at 18! dollars,
1 Adjutant, at 18! dollars, - - - - -
1 Surgeon, at,25 dollars,
1 Surgeon's :Mate, at 131 dollars, -
1 Chaplain, at 20 dollars,

420 Privates, at 5 dollars, - - -
500
549 Rations, (firing included,) at nine Pence

per day, is £636 per month, which is equal
to - $1,680

$4,825
9,416~

--
- $14,241!.

$50
40
331

213!
144
1063
128
117i
58*
58*
18!
18!
25
13!
20

2,100

$3,145

The two Battalions of Riflemen,

Total per month, - - -
----

Twelve months' Pay and Subsistence for
1500 Men, at $14,241! per month,

Raising 1407 Men, at $11 each, - -
$170,896

1,876

. $172,772

Equal to £64,789 IDs. Qf Pennsylvania Currency.

Upon consideration of the foregoing estimate, the followin"
questions were called for, and put by the Speaker, viz:

0

First. .Whether the House will levy -and take into pay,
fifteen hundred men, (officers included,) for the immediate
defence of this Provinee?

Carried in the affirmative.
Secondly. Whether the said men shall be entitled to

serve till the 1st day of January, 1778, subject to be dis-
eharged at [lny time upon the advance of a month's pay to
each man?

The :Members dividing equally on this question, the cast-
ing vote was given by the Speaker in the affirmative.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, March 6,1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

A Petition from divers Inhabitants of the County of
Northumberland was presented to the House and read, setting
forth, That many of the Petitioners have taken money from
the Province upon loan; and, as a security that such money
should be refunded at different times, agreeable to an act
of Assembly of the said Province, have mortgaged their
landed estates; that, at the .time the Petitioners gave such
security, they were by no means apprehensive of the trou-

. bles which bave since arisen on the Continent, but hoped
they would have been able to make their payments accord-
ing to their contracts; that the tota] stagnation of trade, and,
of consequence, no moneys circulating, espeeially in such an
infant County, at present prevents their being able to COI11-
ply with the terms upon which they have received money
out of the Loan-Office; that the time at which the first
payment ought to have been made, as well as the time Qf
mdulgence a]]owed by the Trustees since the day of pay~
ment, are expired; that, if sale should be made of the e,s-
tates of such of the Petitioners as have receivect money in
the present situation of affilirs, they would not bring one-
sixth part of their real value; that, in c.ase a sale should b~
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ordered of such' estates as are so mortgaged, a taxation of
the County will ensue, which must unavoidably, amidst the
variety of other taxes, involve the whole country in ruin;
that the Petitioners are willing to do every act in their power,
by their industry, to payoff and discharge on their parts
what is required of them; and pray the honourable Hous.e
will grant them such indulgence and relief, as the particu-
larityof their ca~e may appear to deserve.

Ordered to lie on the table.

A Representation from John Secord, in bebalf of him-
self and other Inhabitants of Pennsylvania, at or near Wyo-
ming; a Memorial from a number of Inhabitants of the
County of Korthumberland, respecting the Wyoming (ijs-
putes, and sundry other papers relative to that subject'; were
presented to the House, and read.

Ordered to lie on the fable.

The House resumed the consideration of their vote of
yesterday, for levying and taking into pay fifteen hundred
men for the defence of tbis Province; and having spent some
time therein,
. Resolved, That one thousand of the said Levies be Rifle-
men, and divided into two Battalions, of five hundred men
each.

Resolved, That the remaining five hundred of the said
Levies be a Battalion of Musket-men.

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the Officers
requisite for tIle three Battalions to be raised in this Pro-
vince, and

Resolved, That the two Rifle Battalions have one Colo-
nel, and that. each Battalion consist of six Companies, to be
officered with one Lieutenant-Colonel, one Major, six Cap-
tains, eighteen Lieutenants, twenty-four Sergeants, six Fifes,
six Drums, OJle Adjutant, two Snrgeons, and one Quarter-
master; seventy two Rank and File.

Resolved, That the Battalion of Musket-men consist of
eight Companies, to be officered with one Colonel, one
Lielltenant-CoJonel, one Major, eigbt Captains, eight Lieu-
tenants, eight Ensigns, sixteen Sergeants, sixteen Corporals,
eight Fifes, eight Drums, one Adjutant, two Surgeons, and
one Quartermaster; fifty-two Privates.

The House adjourned to ten o'elock to-morrow morning.

Thursday, March 7, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

A Petition from the Committee of Conespondence of the
County of BedJord, was presented to the House, and is as
follows, viz:

"
To the Honourable the Repre.~entatives oj the Freemen oj
the Province oj PENNSYLVANIA,in General Assembly
met.

"\Ve think it our duty, as Members of the Committee of
Correspondence of the County of Bedford, humbly to repre-
sent to the honourable House the peculiar situation of that
County; by reason of which, we flatter ourselves that the
unusual request which we, in behalf of the Associators within
the same, arc now going to make, will not appear altogether
unreasonable.

"Our County is new, and on the frontiers; its inhabitants
few, ana scattered amongst the mountains; by reason of
which, they are under much greater inconveniences and dif-
ficulties in associating and mustering than those of the rnore
interior parts of the country, having frequently twenty or
thirty miles to ride for that purpose. This must m~cessarily
take up much of their time, which, on account of their
being mostly new settlers, is a peculiar loss and hardship on
them, as it is almost their only treasure. Yet, notwith-
standing these circumstances, we can, with great truth and
pleasure, assure the I~onourable House that they are not only
as unanimous in their patriotick principles, but as constant at
their exercise as any in the Province, who have none of their
disadvantages to encounter; besides, several of the officers
and Companies have been at a pecuniary expense in paying
fuO'lemen, drummers, fifers, and for drums, &c., which they
co~ld ill afford; and others of them, for this reason, have
not yet been able to procure these articles, nor to b~ taught
the exercise so completely as they could wish. By reason

'*'

of our remote and scattered situation, it is often impossible
for us to receive the necessary information in time to enable
us to regulate ourselves according to the modes recommended
to the Counties to transact their business in; to this cause
it is owing, that we could not comply with the advertisement
published some time ago respecting these articles. It will,
perhaps, be said, Let them (such as have not already done
it) buy and supply themselves with such articles in the same
manner the other Counties have done, and then let them de-
liver in their accounts Qf the expenses incurred, and they
will be paid in the same regular manner. However trifling
such expense may appear, yet we are well convinced that
it is out of the power of many of them to advance money
sufficient for such purpose. By this confession, our County
will perhaps appear too insignificant to merit any attention
or encouragement. To those altogether unacquainted with
the situation of a frontier and new settlement, this would
appear to be the case; but when it is remembered that, upon
a late demand, we, in a few days, raised and sent off a Com-
pany of Riflemen; that the greatest number of our inhabi-
tants are inured to hardship, and that many of them were
in the service in the late war, particularly against the In-
dians; these circumstances will, we believe- entitle us to
some regard. '\Ve, therefore, beg leave to submit to the
honourable House, whether it would not be expedient to
empower the Committee appointed to settle the accounts of
the Associators within the Province, to draw on their Trea-
surer in favour of your Petitioners, or of such other persons
in the County as may be thought most proper, for such a sUm
of money as will answer in some measure these necessary
purposes; the persons to whom it is delivered to be answer-
able for it; the accounts sent down properly authenticated,
in a limited time, and subject to the same control as the other
Associators' accounts have been; and if it appear that the
persons who shall receive the money have paid it where
they ought not, they to be answerable in the first instance.
\Ve should not think it necessary that much more than half
the sum paid to an equal number of Companies in any other
part of the Province should be advanced, as we think that
will answer every valuable purpose. '\Ve hope our request
will appear the more equitable, when (added to the reasons
arising from our situation) it is considered that, at a future
day, WBwill have to pay our proportional part of the very
large sums paid to most of the other Associators in the Pro-
vince; and, indeed, our people will urge this point so strongly
to us, that it will be impossible to keep up that spirit of
unanimity, and that readiness to lend their little aid in time
of need, in cOl~unction with their. more powerful compa-
triots; but they will become languid and indifferent, if they
see that no regard is paid to their situation, when they feel
that those advantages are denied to them, which it is out of
their power to obtain by the same method which those did
who were not under their local and other disadvantages.
'\Ve had twenty Companies returned to us, which are to be
formed into two Battalions; the reason this was not sooner
done, was, that we delayed it till we should receive the
Articles of Association for them to sign, which they are now
doing.

"As we have no other view in this representation than a
faithful discharge of the trust reposed in us, we pray the
honourable House will not construe the only means we could
think of to answer the end, into an offence. '\Ve shall be
ready, to the utmost of our power, to do our parts in carry-
ing into execution any other method that may be proposed,

- if the prayer of our Petition shall be thought improper;
whic.h the honourable House will be pleased to take into
their consideration. And their Petitioners, as in duty bound,
willl)ray &c.

W .,
" GEORGE OODS,Chmrman.
"THOMAS SMITH."

Sundry Petitions and Recommendations from the Coun-
ties of Lancaster and Northumberland, having been pre.
sented at the table in behalf of John ~Iorrow, William Hay,
James CrOu£h, William Mackey, Hawkins Boon, William
Caldwell, and Robert King, as persons suitable for Officers

.!
' the Rifle Battalions to be raised for tI

.

Je ser

.

\'ice of this
o.vince; the House took the same into consideration; and,

a ter some time spent therein,
Resolved, That John JJ!Iorrow,of Lancaster County, be,

and he is hereby, appointed a Captain in one of the Rifle.
Battalions to be formed for the above service.
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Resolved, That the settlement of rank in the Battalions
to be raised for the service of this Colony, be referred to
future consideration.

The House adjourned tQ three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

The House proceeded in the consideration and appoint-
ment of Officers for the new Levies.

Resolved, That James Marshall, of the County of Lan-
caster, be, and he is hereby, appointed a Captain in one of
,the said Rifle Battalions.

The House adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow morning.

Friday, March 8, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

A Petition, signed by a great number of the Inhabitants
of the City of Philadelphia, was presented to the House, and
read, praying a more adequate representation in Assembly.

Ordered to lie on the table.
Tht) Order of last Tuesday being read,
The House took into consideration the Petitions before

them from the City of Philadelphia, and several of the back
Counties, for an increase of Members to represent them in
the Assembly of this Province; and, after a debate of con-
siderable length, ,adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

The House proceeded in the consideration of the subject
before them in the morning; and, after further debate thereon,

Resolved, (upon the question,) That four additional
Representatives in Assembly be allowed to the City of
Philadelphia; two additional Representatives to each of
the Counties of Lancaster, York, Cumberland, Berks, and
Northampton; and one additional Representative to each
of the Counties of Bedford, Northumberland, and TVest-
moreland.

Ordered, That Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Reed, 1\fr. Rodman,
Mr. Jacobs, Mr. Ross, Mr. Ewing, Mr. JJfontgomery, Mr.
Chreist, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Dougherty, 1\1r. IInnter, and Mr.
Thompson, be a Committee to prepare and bring in a Bill
for allowing to the City of Philadelphia, and certain Coun-
ties of this Province, such additional Members in Assembly
as are mentioned in the foregoing Resolve.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Saturday, March 9, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment; and resuming
the consideration of Officers for the new Levies,

Resolved, That William Rarlkin, of York County; Wil-
liam Peoples, of Cumberland County; Hmry Chreist, Jun.,
of Berks County; Henry Shade, of Northampton County;
Richard Brown, of Bedford County; Caspar Weitzell, of
Northumberland County; and Joseph Irwin, of TVestmore-
land CO).1nty, be, and they are hereby, appointed Captains
in the Rifle Battalions to be formed for the service of this
Province.

Ordered, That Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Miles, Mr. Grubb,
and Mr. ]ilontgomery, be a Committee to prepare and bring
in a draft ofInstructions for Recruiting Officers.

The House adjourned to Monday next, at four o'clock,
P.M.

Monday,March II, 1776, P. M.

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a Bill
to increase the number of Representatives in Assembly for
the City of Philadelphia, and the Counties of Lancaster,
York, Cumberwnd, Berks, Northampton, Bedford, North-
umherland, and Westmoreland, reported they had essayed
a draft for that purpose, which they presented to the Chair;
and the same being read the first time, was ordered to lie
on the table for a second reading.

Upon motion, the Petition from the Committee of Cor-
respondence for the County of Bedford was again read; and,
after some debate,

Resolved, That the Committee for sett]ing the Batt::t.li~
Accounts draw an order on Michm:l Hillegas, Esq., for tIle
sum of two hundred Pounds, payable to Barnard Dough-
erty, Esq., to be applied to the purchase of Drums and Co-
lours for the use of the Association in the said County of

Bedford, and to be accounted for with said Committee by
the Field-Officers of the said 'Association.

It being represented to the House by the Speaker that
some doubts have been entertained by the Commissioners
and Township and Ward Assessors of the several Counties,
whether they are to proceed to the execution of the quties
enjoined by the Resolves of Assembly of the 25th of No-
vember last, respecting their making out lists, and levying
Taxes on Non-Associators in this Province,

Resolved, That the Commissioners and Assessors within
this Province proceed with all diligence and fidelity in the
execution of the respective duties requircd of them by the
above-mentioned Resolves, without waiting for any further
notice.

A Petition from the Privates of the First Battalion of
Militia in the County of Cumberland, was presented to the
House, and follows in these words, viz :

"
To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen of
the Province of PENNSYLVANIA,in General Assembly
met.

"
The Petition of the Privates of the First Battalion of
Militia in CUMBERLANDCounty, most humbly showeth:

"That your Pctitionefs, desirous of exerting themselves
in defence of American liberty against the tyranny of a cruel
and desolating enemy, beg leave to lay before the honour-
able House some amendments, which they wish to have made
in the Articles of Association framed at your last sitting, in
order that they may sign them with that freedom w.hich
every true patriot and friend to American.I.ilierty ought to
feel himself possessed of: without whieh ariWndments, the
libmties of the Privates of thc Association apllear to be, in
a great measure, taken away.

"First. The time of keeping the Associators out on ac-
tual service is nowhere limited, either in the Rules or Arti-
cles of Association; which, your Petitioners apprehend, puts
them in a worse situation than the inlisted Troops. We
submit it to the wisdom of the honourable House whether
two or three months are not sufficient to keep out any party
of Associators at one time, until relieved by others at the
call of the Assembly, or Committee of Safety.

"Secondly. The Articles, as they now stand, establish
all the officers of the Association during life, or UlJtil other-
wise removed by resignation, promotion, or broken by the
sentence of a Genera1 Court of Associators. V{e would
pray the honourable House to reconsider this matter, and
see if it is not more agreeable to the rights of freemen and
the Constitution of this Province, that all Military Officers,
not exceeding the rank of a Colonel of a Battalion, should
be voted in by ballot annually, in the same manner as Mem-
bers of Assembly, Sherifts, and other eivil Officers; the
Field-Officers, Standard-bearer, and Adjutant, by the Bat-
talion at large; and the Offic~rs of a Troop or Company by
the Troop or Company. Your Petitioners are of opinion
that officers voted in in this manner would by no means
be liable to disgrace upon the promotion of others in their
room, as their going out of office might not be for any bad
conduct alleged against them, but in order to serve others
equally worthy of notice; for annual election is so essentially
necessary to the liberty of fi'eemen, that your Petitioners
hope the honourable House will be careful not to deprive
their constituents of it.

"
Thirdly. Your Petitioners humbly conceive that the

Regimental and General Courts of Associators should con-
sist of an equal number of Officers and Court-Associators,
(one of the said officers to be President,) as we can see no
reason why there should be a superior number of officers
in the said Courts; because officers and privates of the
Association, being engaged in the same cause, ought to have
the same mode of trial, be the offence what it will.

"Fourthly. The thirty-first article of Association enjoins
the Associators to be subject to all the Rules aqd Articles
already made by the hono.!lrable Continental Congress for
the government of the Contincntal Troops when called by
the Assembly, or the Committee of Sa!i;ty in J.:ecessof As-
sembly, into actual service. Your Petitioners pray that the
honourable House would please to amend said article by
allowing the Associators to be tried for all offences and
crimes, of which they may be guilty, as mentioned in the
said Rules and Articles when on actllql service, in the same
way as is proposed above, viz: by an equal number of their
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own officers and court-associators; and, where the punish- 6thly. Every man is to be inlisted by his taking and sub-
ment directed by said rules and articles is tp be whipping, scribing, before some Justice of the Peace, an oath or affir-
and the crime not made felony by the civil law, that the mation in the foJJowing words, to wit: "I, A B, voluntarily
delinquent shall have it in his power to evade such whip- inlisted a soldier until the 1st day of January, 1778, unless
ping by paying a c'ertain fine-such as the wisdom of the sooner discharged, in the Troops ordered to be raised by
honourable House shall point out, and in such time as shall the Assembly of Pennsylvania, and subjecting myself to such
be thought proper after conviction. This indulgcnce, your rules and articles as are, or shall be, made or directed by the
Petitioners apprehend, will not be attended with any bad said Assembly fix regulating and governing the said T.roops,
consequences to the Army, as the Associators are on a dif- do solemnly - that, in this service, I will truly and faith-
ferent footing from the Continental Troops, and may, through fuUy obey the present and any Assembly of this Colony,
inadvertency or ignorance, be guiJtyof an oflimce that would and, in their recess, any Committee of Safety by them ap-
subject them to a punishment which would be a lasting stain pointed, for the time being, and, in pursuance of their direc-
to them W their family, more especially if they have been tion and command, such officers as shall be placed in
of any repllte at borne. authority over them; that I will, to the utmost of my power,

"Lastly. Your Petitioners pray the honourable House to defend the rights and liberties of this Province, and of Ame-
consider the inequality of fines respecting Non-Associators; rica in general; and will oppose and resist any fi)fce or ene-
the grievances whereof are so great and many, that it would mies that shall act or be employed against them." So help
be giving you too much trouble to el)umerate them, as we me - .
are well assured they are fully laid before the honourable 7thly. You are to use all diligence in completing your
House in a Petition from the Committee of Privates of the company, and report to your Colonel.
City and Suburbs of Philadelphia, and, perhaps, by other 8thly. You shall be allowed ten shillings per week for
Committees. the subsistence of every re.cruit till they aITive at their sta-

"
Your Petitioners most humbly pray the honourable tions, and ten shillings for every man you inlist who shall

House to take these matters into their most serious conside- be approved on inspection, besides such subsistence money
ration, and grant the am'endments herein proposed, or such and your pay. .
redress of the grievances we complain of as to their wisdom' 9thly. You are to furnish each of the subalterns of your
shall appear right. And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, company with a copy of th"se Instructions, who are to ex-
win pray. ert themselves in recruiting.

"Signed in behalf of the twelve Companies of the First lOthly. That each soldier, when inlisted, and having
Battalion of Militia in Cumberland County, by order of De- taken the foregoing qualification, shall receive a month';'
legates from each of the said Companies. payqdvance.

'

"JONATHAN HOGE, Ilthly. That the men be inlisted to serve till the 1st day
"'VILLIAM LYON, of January, 1778; to find themselves arms and clothing;
"HENRY MAKINLY, and to be subject to be discharged at any time, upon the
"JOHN CREIGH, advance of a month's pay to each man, over and above the
"WILLIA.III BROWN, sum that may be due to him.
"HUGH MCCORMICK, Signed by order of the House:
"ROBERT ,\VHlTEHILJ" JOHN l\JORTON, Speaker.

"
Committee or Corres'TIondence." T E C t f tl C f:J:J:' 0 . . . . . . . .., ",sq., ap ain 0 )e ompany 0

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a draft Riflemen, in the Provinee of .Pennsylvania.
of Instructions for Recruiting Officers, reported an essay for A Petition from divers Inhabitants of the County of Cum-
that purpose; which was read by order, and referred to fur- berland, was presented to the Hpuse, and read, setting forth
ther consideration. that the Petitioners, last year, mortgaged their lands in the

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow moming. General Land Office of this Province, with a prospect of
repaying Ule money they borrowed, agreeable to the terms
stipulated; but that the distressing situation of publick af-
fairs (which prevents selling the prodtice of their plantations,
their stock, or other property, whereby they expected to
raisc money) has put it out of their power to comply with
their cont.racts within the times limited by law; that the Pe-
titioners, therefore, pray the House will suspend the eXeCU-
tion of the law till a revi val of trade shall enable them to
dispose of their effects, when they will most cheerfully, with-
out any compulsion, perform their respective agreements.

Ordered to lie on the table.

A Petition from divers Inhabitants in and near the Town-
ships of Whitehall and Salisbury, in the County of North-
ampton, was presented to the House and read, settinrr forth
that the Petitioners conceive the articles for regu]ati~g the
Associators in this Province are very unequal, as those who
do not join with them are put to no expense in providin".
themselves with anns and accoutrements, and have only th~
trifling sum of fifty shillings to pay yearly; that, for this rea-
son, many of the inhahitants sti]] neglect to sign the Artic1es
of Association, by which means the publick cause suffers.
That the Petitioners therefore humbly pray the honourable
House to take the premises into consideration, and make
such further Rules and Regulations as shall render the pub-
lick defence less burdensome to individuals.

Ordered to lie on the table.

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Tuesday, March 12, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter (dated the
6th instant) from the Committee of Berks County, respect-
ing the Arms directed to be provided for the use of the said
County, and some other publick matters; which was read,
and ordered to lie on the table.

Upon motion, the Petition from the Privates of the First
Battalion of Militia in the County of Cumberland was again
read, and referred to the Committee appointed to revise the
Rules and Regulations formed by the House for the better
government of the Military Association.

The House resumed the consideration of the draft of In-
structimis for Recruiting Officers; which, being read by para-
graphs, and agreed to by the House, was transcribed, and
follows in these words, viz:

Instructions for recruiting Riflemen in the service of PENN-
SYLV ANJA.

1st. You are to inlist no man who is not able-bodied,
healthy, and active; nor any whose attachment to the rights
and liberties of this Province, and of America in general,
you have any cause to suspect.

2dly. You are to have great regard to sobriety and moral
character in general.

3dly. You are, to take the utmost care, as you value your
office and the esteem of your country , that you inEst no man
who is not provided with a good rifle-gun, perfectly fit for
service, and very expert in the use of it.

4thly. You are not to inlist any indented servant, nor,
without the leave of his master or mistress, any apprentice.

5th]y. You will take notice that the Colonel of the Bat-
talion, or some person to be appointed by him, is to inspect
your men, and to reject such as do not answer to your in-
structions.

Post Meridian.

The House resumed the consideratio]1 of the appointment
of Officers for the new Levies in the Rifle service.

And Resolved, That Andrew Long, of Bucks County,
Peter Grubb, Jun., of Lancaster County, and Lewis Farmer
of the City of .Philadelphia, Esquires, be, and they ar~
hereby appointed Captains in the said service.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow moming.
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Wednesday, March 13, 1776.

The House met pursuant to arljournment; and, taking
into consideration the Bill intituled "An Act to increase
the number of Representatives in Assembly for the City of
Philadelphia, and in the several Countit~s therein named,"
the question was called for, and put by the Speaker, whether
the blank in the first clause of the said Bill shall be filled with
the words" the twenty-fifth day of April next?" Carried in
the affirmative.

Yeas.
Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Chreist,
Mr. KachJein,
Mr. Taylor,
Mr. Dougherty,
Mr. Hunter,
Mr. Thompson.

Nays.

Mr. Jacobs,
Mr. Humphreys,
Mr. Webb.

Yeas. Yeas.
Mr. Hillegas, Mr. Wynkoop,
Mr. Potts, Mr. Bartholomew,
Mr. Miles, Mr. Grubb,
Mr. Parker, Mr. Slough,
Mr. Morris, Mr. Ross,
Mr. Rittenhouse, Mr. Ewing.
Mr. Rodman, Mr. Swoope,

Nays. Nay...
Mr. Gray, Mr. Twining,
Mr. Roberts, Mr. Brown,
Mr. Foulke, Mr. Jenks,
Mr. Chapman, Mr. Pearson,

The said Bill having been read the second time, and de-
bated by paragraphs, the ques.ion was called for, and put
by the Speaker, whether it shall be transcribed for a third
reading? Carried in the affirmative.

Yeas. Yeas.
Mr. Hillegas, Mr. Wynkoop,
Mr. Gray, Mr. Bartholomew,
Mr. Potts, Mr. Jacohs,
Mr. Miles, Mr. Gruhh,
Mr. Parker, Mr. Slough,
Mr. Morris, Mr. Ross,
Mr. Rittenhouse, Mr. Ewing,
Mr. Rodman, Mr. Swoope,

Nays. Nays.

Mr. Roberts, Mr. Chapman,
Mr. Brown, Mr. Twining,
Mr. Foulke, Mr. Jenks,

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. 1\1.

Yeas.
Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Chrd.t,
Mr. Kaehlein,
Mr. Taylor,
Mr. Dougherty,
Mr. Hunter,
Mr. Thompson.

Nays.

Mr. Pearson,
Mr. Webb.

Post Meridian.

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter from the
Committee of Safety, which was read by order, and follows
in these words, viz :

"In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, March 13, 1716.

" SIR: A company of soldiers being on their march to
the southward, General Lee, under whose orders tI1E'Yare,
has applied to this Board to settle the rates they are to pay
for their accommodation on the road. The Board dismissed
the application, as not being competent to the business; but
as such cases will frequently happen in the course of the
war, and the unsettled prices be a fruitful source of conten-
tion between landlords and soldiers, they submit ~o your
honourable House whether it is not an object worthy of
their attention to determine what ratt's are re<\sonable to be
paid by all the American Troops on their march through this
Province. I am, sir, your very humble servant.

"
By order of the Committee:

"JOHN NIXON, Chairman.
"To John Morton, Esq."

The House proceeded to the nomination of Field-Officers
for the three Battalions to be raised for the service of this
Province.

And Resolved, That Samuel ~files, Esq., of the County
of Philadelphia, be, and he is hereby appointed Colonel of
the two Rifle Battalions; and John Cadwallader, Esq., of
the City of Philadelphia, Colonel of the Battalion of Mus-
ket-men, to be raised for the service aforesaid.

Resolved, That Daniel Broadhead, Esquire, of Berks
County, James Piper, Esq., of Bedford County, and Caleb
Parrey, Esq., of Philadelpltia County, be, and they are
hereby appointed Lieutenant-Colonels of the said three
Battalions.

Resolved, That Enion Williams, John Patton, and James
Potts, Esquires, of the County of Philadelphia, be, and they
are hereby appointed Majors of the said three Battalions.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Thursday, March 14, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

The Bill, intituled "An Act to increase the number of
Representatives in Assembly for the City of Philadelphia,

and in the several Counties therein named," being tran-
scribed according to order, and read the third time, the
question was called for, and put by the Speaker, whether
the said Bill shall pass the House, and be sent to the Go-
vernour? Carried in the affirmative.

YeQs. Yeas. Yeas.

Mr. Gray, Mr. Bartholomew, Mr. Montgomery,
Mr. Potts, Mr. Jacobs, Mr. Chrcist,
Mr. Miles, Mr. Gmhb, Mr. Kachlein,
Mr. Parker, Mr. Slough, Mr. Taylor,
Mr. Rittenhouse, Mr. Ross, Mr. Dougherty,
Mr. Rodman, Mr. Ewing, Mr. Hunter,
Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Swoope, Mr. Thompson..

Nays. Nays. N~
Mr. Roberts, Mr. Twining, Mr. Pearmn,
Mr. Foulke, Mr. Brown, Mr. Humphreys,
Mr. Chapman, Mr. Jenks, Mr. Webb.

Ordered, That Mr. Rittenhouse and Mr. Montgomery
wait on the Governour with the said Bill for his assent to
the same.

The House, taking into consideration their Resolution of
the 7th instant respecting the sett]ement of rank in the Bat-
talions raisiner for the service of this Province,

Resolved,OThat Samuel ft'Iiles, Esq., take rank as First
Colonel of the Pennsylvania Forces; and that the two Bat-
talions of Riflemen be formed into one Regiment, to be
commanded by the said Colonel.

Resolved, That John Cadwallader, Esq., take rank as
Second Colonel of the said Forces, and that the Battalion
of Musket-men be commanded by the said Colonel.

Resolved, That Jame.~ Piper, Esq., take rank as Lieute-
nant-Colonel of the First Battalion; and Daniel Broad-
head, Esq., as Lieutenant-Colonel of the Second Battalion
in the Regiment of Riflemen.

Resolved, That Caleb Parrey, Esq., take rank as Lieu-
tenant-Colonel of the Battalion of Musket-men.

Resolved, That Enion Williams, Esq., take rank as Major
of the First Battalion, and John Patton, Esquire, as Major
of the Second Battalion in the Regiment of Riflemen.

Resolved, That James Potts, Esq., take rank as Major of
the Battalion of Musket-men.

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

The Members appointed to wait on the Governour with
the Bill passed in the forenoon, reported they had delivered
the same according to order, and that his Honour was pleased
to say he would take the said Bill into immediate considera-
tion.

A number of printed copies of the Instructions to the
Recruiting Officers being produced at the table, the same
were signed by the ~peaker, by order of the House, and
delivered to Colonel Miles.

Upon motion, Resolved, That an order for the sum of
three thousand Pounds be drawn on Michael Ifillega.~,
Esq., payable to Colonel Samuel Miles, to be immediately
applied to the Recruiting Service.

And an order being drawn at the table accordingly, was
signed by the Speaker, and delivered to Colonel Miles.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Friday, j\farch 15, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Resolution of the
honourable Continental Congress, which was read by order,
and is as follows, viz:

"
In Congress, March 14, 1776.

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the several As-
semblies, Conventions, and Councils or Committees of
Safety of the United Colonies, immediately to cause all per-
sons to be disarmed within their respective Colonies, who
are notoriously disaffected to the cause of America, or who
have not associated, and refuse to associate, to defend by
arms these United Colonies against the hostile attempts of
the British Fleets and Armies; and to apply the Arms taken
from such persons in each respective Colony, in the fi!':)t
place, to the arming the Continental Troops raised in said
Colony; in the next, to the arming such Troops as are
raised by the Colony for its mvn defence; and the residue to
be applied to the arming the Associators. That the Arms
when taken be appraised by indifferent persons, and such
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as are applied to the arming Continental Troops be paid for
by Congress, and the residue by the respective Assemblies,
Conventions, or Councils or Committees of Safety.

" Extract £I'om the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary."

The House proceeded to the nomination of Officers for
the Battalion of Musket-men to be raised for the defence of
this Province.

And Resolved, That Thomas Herbert, Joseph Howell,
Jun., Abraham Dehuff, Frands ~furray, Abraham Mar-
shan, John Nice, Patrick Anderson, and Peter Zachary
Lloyd, Esquires, be, and they are hereby appointed Cap-
tains of the said Battalion.

It being represented to the House, that the Continental
Troops at the Barracks of this City are in want of some
necessaries usual in Quarters,

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety make inquiry
into the circumstances of the said Troops, and give orders
to the Barrackmaster to allow them the use of such Bed-
ding and other conveniences at the Barracks as have been
provided for the Troops of this Province.

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

A Petition from the Committee of Privates of the Mili-
tary Association for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia
was presented to the House, and is as follows, viz:

"To the Honourable the Representatives of the Freemen of
the Province of PENNSYI.VANIA,in General Assembly
met.

"The Petition of the Committee of Privates of the Milita-
ry Association for tlw City and Liberties of PHILADEL-
PHIA, humbly showeth :

"That your Petitioners, observing that this honourable
House had, in the introduction to the Artic!es of Associa-
tion, expressed an intention of altering such articles, rules,
and r~solutions, respecting the Military Association, as
should be found inconvenient; and being desirous of ob-
taining such alterations as would give general satisfaction
throughout the Province, and to save this honourable House
the trouble of repeated applications for amendments, opened
a correspondence with the country Battalions, to know
what objections they had to the Resolutions of this honour-
able House; designing, if possible, to express the sense of
the whole Province in their Petition. But as these objec-
tions did not come to hand in time, your Petitioners request
this honourable House to take the amendments proposed in
the enclosed papers into their serious consideration, and
grant redress in such manner as shall appear most conso-
nant to their wisdom and justice. They particularly re-
commend the article to your Honours respecting the provi-
sion which ought to be made for the support of the families
of such Associators during their absence on actual service,
whose maintenance depends on their labour; as no man who
is able, by his industry, to support his wife and children,
could ever consent to have them treated by the Overseers of
the Poor as the law directs; we therefore pray, that such a
fund be fixed for their supply as may be more worthy of
men who are risking their all in defence of their country.

"And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will pray, &c.
"Signed by order of the Committee of Privates:

"
WILLIAM ADCOCK, Chairman."

The papers referred to in the above Petition, containing
divers amendments proposed by the Committees of Privates

. of the Elk, or Fourth Battalion, in Chester County, and
Colonel Galbreath's Battalion, in Lancaster County, to the
Rules and Regulations drawn up by the House at their last
sitting, were read by order, and referred to the Committee
of the House appointed to consider and report on sundry
other papers of the same kind.
. An Account from Major Lewis Nicola, Barrackmaster,

was produced at the table, amounting to ten Pounds twelve
Shillings and two Pence, for disbursements at the Barracks,
and the same beinO' allowed by the House, an order ,vas
drawn on ~Michael hillegas, Esq., for the said sum in pay-
ment thereof.

The Governour, by Mr. Secretary, returned the Bill in-
tituled "

An Act to increase the number of Representatives
in Assembly for the City of Philadelphia, and in the seve-

ral Counties therein named," and acquainted the House he
should be ready to pass the same whenever presented to
him for that purpose.

Two Accounts from Jeremiah Trexler and Adam Yohe,
were laid before the House, amounting to twenty-eight
Pounds five Shillings and nine Pence, for expenses in en-
tertaining and conducting a number of Indians from Easton
to Philadelphia; which, being examined, were allowed, and
an order drawn on 1I-'IiclwelHillegas, Esq., for payment.

The House then taking into consideration the appoint-
ment of Subalterns for the Rifle Regiment,

Resolved, That Thomas Paxton, Thomas Bartholomew
Bowen, John Stoner, John Clerk, Jacob Levan, John Da-
vis, John Thompson, William Gray, John Young, John
Spear, 1I-'1atthewScott, and Edward Thompson, Esquires,
be, and they are hereby, appointed First Lieutenants in the
said Regiment of Rifleme~. ,

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter from Colonel
John Cadwallader, which' was read, and follows in these
words, viz:

"
Philadelphia, March 15, 1776.

"SIR: I am informed that the honourable House of As-
sembly have thought proper to appoint me a ({olonel (se-
cond in command) in the Provincial service. I am very
sensible of the honour conferred on me; but as the House
have not granted my request, (which was the command of
the First Battalion,) I beg you will be pleased to inform the
House that I decline accepting the appointment.

'

"I am, sir, with great respe~t, your most obedient, very
humble servant, &c., JOHN CADWALLADER.

"
To the Hon. John 1I-'10rton,Esq., Speaker of the honQur-
able House of Assembly of Pennsylvania."

The House adjomned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Saturday, March 16, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment; and proceed-
ing in the appointment of Subalterns for the Regiment of
Riflemen,

Resolved, That Jacob Maise, Thomas Gourley, Jost
Treisbach, Robert 1I-'1cPherson,John Perrin, John Carpen-
ter, John RoM, James Hamilton, John Shannon, Joseph
Finley, John Burns, and James Carnagan, Esquires, be,
and they are hereby, appointed Second Lieutenants in the
said Regiment.

Mr. Speaker laid before the House an extract of a Let-
ter from Zebulon Butler, Esq., of Westmoreland, dated the
28th of February last, with the Depositions of Jeremiah
Bickford and John Shewfert, relative to the late distur-
bances at TYyoming; which were read, and

Ordered to lie on the table.

. Applications fi'om Lieutenant-Colonel Broadhead and
Major Coats, for the command of the Battalion of Musket-
men, now vacant by the resignation of Colonel Cadwalla-
der, were presented to the House and read.

Ordered to lie on the table.
The House adjourned to Monday next, at four o'clock,

P.M.

,

Monday, March 18, 1776, P. M.

Mr. Speaker, with twentycfive Members, met pursuant to
adjournment, and a quorum not appearing, they adjourned
to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, March 19, 1776.

A quorum met pursuant to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to take into consideration
certain Resolutions of Congress, sent down to the House,
reported a draft of sundry Resolves for carryinO' into execu-
tion the several interesting matters recommended by Con-
gress; which draft was read by order, and referred to fur-
ther consideratioQ" ,

The House proceeded in the nomination of Subalterns
{or the Rifle Regiment, and

Resolved, That Jacob Stake, Stephen Hanna, 'William
Ramit, John Dungan, Abraham Smith, Thomas Boyd,
Joseph Jacque~, Charles Taylor, Daniel Topham, Robert
Campbell, Dav~d Sloan, and George Grant, Gentlemen, be,
and they are hereby, appointed Third Lieutenants in the
said Regiment.
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It being represented to the House that Thomas Paxton,
of Bedford County, is an improper person for a Lieutenan-
cy in the Rifle sef\'ice, to which he was appointed on the
15th instant,

Resolved, That James Francis ltloore, of the said County,
be, and he is hereby, appointed a First Lieutenant in the said
Regiment, in the room of Thomas Paxton aforesaid.

The House adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

Upon motion, Resolved, That an Order for the sum of
one thousand Pounds be drawn on Michael Hillegas, Esq.,
payable to Lieutenant-Colonel Parrey, to be applied to the
service of recruiting Men for the Musket Battalion.

And an order being drawn accordingly at the table,
the same was signed by the Speaker, and delivered to
Colonel Parrey.

The House being informed that Trilliam Rankin, Esq.,
of York County, appointed a Captain in the Rifle service,
has resigned his Commission,

Resolved, That Philip AlbrilJht, Esq., of the said Coun-
ty, be, and he is hereby, appomted a Captain in the said
service, in place of William Rankin aforesaid.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, March 20, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment; and receiving
information that JolmShannon, of Bucks County, appointed
a Second Lieutenant in the Rifle service, is an improper
person to be continued therein,

Resolved, That the Commission of the said Shannon be
Hcated, and some other person appointed in his room.

The House resumed the consideration of Subalterns for
the Battalion of Musket-men; and, having made some pro-
gress therein, adjourned to three o'clock in the afternoon.

Post Meridian.

A Petition from divers Inhabitants of the City of Phila-
delphia, was presented to the House and read, setting forth
that the high security required by our laws has been found
a great discouragement to the setting Negroes at Jiberty in
this Province, and praying such alteration of the laws as
shall render a praetice so humane and commendable less
difficult in future.

Ordered to lie on the table.

The House, proceeding in the nomination of Subalterns
for the Battalion of Musket-men,

Resolved, That ltlorton Garrett, John Davis, Joseph
It'lcClellan, Barnard Ward, Walter Finney, Peter Sheffner,
Matthias TVeidman, and Robert Caldwell, Gentlemen, be,
and they are hereby appointed Lieutenants in the said Bat-
talion.

Resolved, That James Lang, Hczekialt Davis, Michael
App, Henry Valentine, Alexander Huston, Jun., John
Hough, Tt'illiam lIenderson, and John Kirk, Gentlemen,
be, and they are hereby, appointed Ensigns in the said Bat-
talion of Musket-men.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tnursday, March 21,1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

A Memorial and Petition from John Secord, in behalf of
himself,and a number of other Settlers on the east branch of
Susque'hannah, above FVyoming, with the Affidavit of John
Salmon, were presented to the House and read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Upon motion, Resolved, That the Committee for settling
the Battalion Accounts do, and they are hereby required
and empowered to call before them all such persons as
bave been complained against by Petitioners to this House,
for having exhibited to, and settled with the said Commit-
tee, unjllst and exorbitant accounts of military expenses;
and that the said Committee do examine strictly, upon oath
or affirmation, where they judge it necessary, in order to
discover and correct such errors M may have been com-
mitted.

The House, taking into consideration the refusal of Jolm
Cadwallader, Esq., to serve as Colonel of the Battalion of
Musket-men,

Resolved, That Samuel Atlee, Esq., of the County of
Lancaster, be, and he is hereby appointed, Colonel of the
said Battalion.

Resolved, That George Wert, of Philadelphia, Gentle-
man, be, and he is hereby appointed a Second Lieutenant
in the Rifle service, in the place of John Shannon, of the
County of Bucks.

Resolved, That John Maxwell Nesbit, Esq., be, and he
is hereby appointed Paymaster of the Pennsylvania Forces,
Naval and Mi]itary.

Resolved, That a Dollar per diem be allowed to the
said Paymaster for his services in-"both departments, and
that he give security to the Speaker of this House for the
time being, in the sum of two thousand Pounds, for the
faithful discharge of his trust.

Resolved, That }}liehael Hillegas, Bsq., Treasurer, pay
such orders as shall be drawn by the Committee of Safuty
in favour of the said Paymaster, from time to time, for the
purpose of paying the said Forces.

The House acljourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. lIillegas, Mr. Gray,
and Mr. Rittenhouse, be a Committee to contract with per-
sons willing to undertake supplying the Troops to be raised
for the service of this Province with Provisions.

Resolved, That LudoUJick Sprogle, Esq., be, and he is
hereby appointed Mustermaster of the Forces of this Pro-
vince, and that he be allowed for his services eighteen Dol-
lars per month.

Resolved, That the same Mustermaster be enjoined to
muster the said Forces at least once a month, and make a
just return thereof to the Paymaster three days before they
are to be paid; and, also, return a copy of his Muster-Roll
monthly to the Committee of Safety, or to the Assembly of
this Province when sitting.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Friday, March 22, 1776.

The House met pursuant to their adjournment; and,
taking into consideration the expediency of appointing Sur-
geons and a ChapJain for the three Pennsylvania Battalions,

Resolved, That John Davis and William Curry, of Ches-
ter County, and Jacob Reiger, of Lancester County, G()n~
tlemen, be, and they are hereby, appointed Surgeons of the
said Battalions.

Resolved, That the Reverend "fVilliam Rogers be, and
he is hereby, appointed ChapJain of the said Forces.

Upon motion, Resolved, That Francis IJ:lcntges be, and
he is hereby, appointed an Adjutant in the said Forces.

The Committee appointed to consider and report to the
House the best mode of eneouraging the raising of Flax in
this Province, presented a written Report thereon at the
table; which was read by order, and referred to further con-
sideration.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Saturday, March 23, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

A Memorial from the Committee of Inspection and Ob-
servation for the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, was
presented to the House and read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. "ft'Iiles, Mr. Ritten-
house, Mr. Rodman, Mr.lIurnphreys, Mr. Ross, 1\11'.Mont-
gomery, Mr. Swoope, MI'. Taylor, Mr. Dougherty, and Mr.
Hunter, be a Committee to settle the rank of the Captains
and Subalterns in the several Batta]ions of the Pennsylva-
nia Forces.

The House being certified that IIeze7ciah Dat.is, lately
appointed an Ensign in the Musket-Battalion of the said
Forces, was previously engaged in the Continental service,
and has not been discharged,

Resolved, That the appointment of the said Dam's in the
corps aforesaid, be, and the same is hereby declared void.

The House adjourned to next ~londay, at four o'clock,
P.M.
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Vessel, Cargo, and appurtenances, and order them to be
sold at publick vendue, and shall order the charges of said
trial and condemnation to be paid out of the money such
Vessel and Cargo shall sell for, into the hands of Michael
Hillega.s, Esq., the Treasurer of this Colony, or such other
Treasurer as the Assembly shall appoint, and shall order
the residue thereof to be delivc"ed to the captors, their
agents or attorneys, for the use and benefit of such captors
and others concerned therein. And if two or more V cssels"
the commanders whereof shall be properly commissioned,

Post Meridian. shall jointly take such V esse1, the money arising from the
The House again took up the Resolves of the Committee sale thereof, her Cargo and appurtenances, after payment of

appointed to consider the Resolutions of Congress; which all charges as aforesaid, shall be divided between the cap-
having been read a second time, and separately agreed to tors, in proportion to their men. And the said Judge, be-
on the question, were transcribed, and follQw in these words, fore whom any such trial and condemnation as is aforesaid
viz: mentioned shall be had, shall be, and he is heff~by, autho-

Resolved 1. That any person or persons whatsoever, with- rized to make out his precept, under his hand and seal,
in this Colony, who shall harbour and conceal any Deserter directed to the said :Marshal, requiring him to sell such V os-
(knowing him to be such) from the Continental Forces, or sel, Cargo, and appurtenances, and to pay thereout the
any other Forces raised within this or any other of the Uni- charges of trial, condemnation, and sale, to the Treasurer
ted Colonies, for the defence of America, shall forfeit and aforesaid, and to deliver the residue to the captors and per-
pay any sum not exceeding fifty, nor less than thirty Dollars, sons concerned as aforesaid.
or suffer three months' imprisonment, for each offence, being Resolved 5. That there shall be paid to the Judge, Ju-
convicted thereof by the testimony of one or more witnesses, rors, Marshal, and Clerk, out of the publick Treasury, such
before any two Justices of the Peace of the City, Borough, Fees as have been heretofore paid in the Port of Philadel-
or County, respectively, where such offence shall be com- phia, in like cases, or shall hereafter be established.
mitted, who are hereby authorized to hear and determine all Resolved 6. That when any such bill shall be delivered
ofl('Uces contrary to the above Resolve; which Fine shall to such Judge, he shall cause notification thereof, and the
be deposited in the hands of the Overseers of the Poor of the name (if known) and description of the Vessel so brought
City, Borough, or Township, where the offence is commit- in; with the day set for the trial thereon, in at least two of
ted, for the use of the poor of such place. the publick newspapers printed at Philadelphia, fifteen days

Resolved 2. That the Commander-in-Chief, or the offi- before the time set for the trial, that the owner of such Ves-
cer commanding a detachment, or any post in this Colony, sel, or any person concerned, may appear and show cause,
have power,' and he is hereby authorized, to administer an if any they have, why such Vessel, with her Cargo and ap-
oath or affirmation to any person or persons, to the truth of purtenances, should not be condemned as aforesaid.
any information or intelligence such person or persons may Resolved 7. That the process and proceeding upon any
give relative to the Publick, Military, or Naval service. Vessel that shall be retaken from the el1emy by any person

Resolved 3. That there shaH be erected, and constantly or persons, shall be in the same manner as is herein provided
held, in the City of Philadelphia, a Court of Justice, by for other Vessels; and to be sold and disposed of in manner
such able and discreet person as shaH be appointed, from aforesaid, for the benefit, and to the uses directed by the
time to time, by the Assembly, and commissioned under Congress aforesaid, in cases of recaptures.
the hand and seal of their Speaker for that purpose, whose ResollJed 8. That in all cases an appeal shall be allowed
business it shall be to take cognisance of, and try the justice to the Congress, or such person as they shall appoint for
of, any capture or captures of any Vessel or Vessels that the hearing and trying appeals, provided the appeals be de-
shall be made by any person or persons, in pursuance of manded within five days after definitive sentence, and such
the Resolves of the honourable Continental Congress, and appeal be lodged with the Secretary of Congress within
brought into the Port of Philadelphia aforesaid; and the forty days afterwards; and provided the party appealing
Judge, so commissioned to hold said Court as aforesaid, shall give security to prosecute the said appeal to effect.
shall have power, at all times, to issue his warrant or war- And in case of the death of the Secretary during the recess
rants to the Marshal of the City and County of Philadel- of Congress, then the said appeal to be lodged in Congress
phia, hereafter to be appointed by the Committee of Safety, within twenty days after the meeting thereof.
wbich they are hereby empowered to do, commanding him Resolved 9. That tbe Judge of such Court shall appoint
to summon twelve bonest and lawful men of the County of an able Clerk, who shall keep a true and fair record of all
Philadelphia aforesaid, to appear before the said Judge at the proceedings of said Court, and shall be duly sworn or
such place and time as he shall appoint; and the said :l\Iar- affirmed to act in the said office with truth and fidelity; and
shal is required to execute said warrant, and make return his attestations shan be received as evidence.
thereof, as in and by the same be shan be authorized and Resolved 10. That tbe depositions of the witnesses in any
directed. of the cases aforesaid, shan be taken before the Judge afore-

Resolved 4. That when any person or persons shan take said, and filed in the Clerk's Office; and that the same shall
and bring into any port in this Colony any Vesse! or Ves- be, at an times, admitted in evidence, in case of the death
sels that have been offending or employed by the enemy, or absence of the witness; and that the same depositions
contrary to the resolves of the honourable Continental Con- shan and may be taken ex parte, on such notice being
gress, such person or

.

persons so taking or bringing in such given to the adverse party as tbe said Judge shall direct and
Vessel, shall immediately make out a bill in writing, therein appoint.
giving a full and ample account of the time and manner of And whereas it is necessary to ascertain, impartially, the
the caption of said Vessel, and the employment she was in number of Inhabitants of this, as well as the other United
when so taken, and of the persons who were aiding and as- Colonies, in order to fix the quota of Taxes to be by them
sisting in taking her, to the best of his knowledge, at the respectively raised and paid, towards sinking the moneys
time of her caption, and shall deliver the same to the Judge issued by the Continental Congress for the support and de-
who shall have jurisdiction of the port aforesaid, with all the fence of the said Colonies:
papers that may be found on board such Vessel, to the in- Resolved, therefore, 11. That the Assessors of the seve-
tent that the Jury may have the benefit of evidence there- ral Wards of the City of Philadelphia, and of the Borourrhs,
from arising; and the Judge, to whom said bill shaH be Districts, and Townships in the Counties of this Provi~ce,
delivered, shaH immediately issue his warrant or warrants, as respectively, having first taken an oath or affirmation for that
aforesaid, to the said Marshal, commanding him, in manner purpose, shan make diligent search and inquiry, and there-
aforesaid, to return twelve good and lawful men to try the upon make a fair and just return of the number of Inhabit-
truth of any facts alleged in such bin; which Jury shall be ants of all ages and sexes (including Negroes and :Mulattoes)
sworn or affirmed to return and give a true verdict upon in their respective Boroughs, Districts, \Vards, and Town--
the said bill, according to evidence; and if it shan appear ships, distinguishing their several ages and sexes, according
to said Judge, by said verdict, that such Vessel had been to a printed list to be furnished them by the Commissioners
employed or offenqing as aforesaid, he shall condemn said for that purpose, and shall deliver the same comJ,leted on Ot'
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. Tuesday, March 26,1776.

Upon motion, the Representation from John Secord, in
behalf of himself and other inhabitants of Pennsylvania, at
or near Wyoming, with the several Papers and Affidavits at-
tending the same, were again read; and, after some debate,
referred to the Committee of Grievances, who are to hear
the complainants, and report thereon to the House.

The House adjourned to tbree o'clock in the afternoon.
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'before the 1st day of December next, to the Commissioners
'of the respective Counties, who shall forthwith transmit the
same to the Assembly. And if any Assessor shall neglect
'or refuse to perform the duty aforesaid, the Commissioners
,of the respective Counties, or any two of them, are hereby
'required and enjoined to fine him in any sum not exceeding
''ten Pounds, which shall be levied and recovered in the same
manner as is directed by the laws of this Province for levy-
ing and recovering Fines imposed on Assessors refusing or
neglecting to perform the duties therein required of them, to
be paid into the hands of the respective County Treasurers,
to be by them delivered to the same person, and applied to
the same use, as the other moneys directed to be levied by
the Resolves of this House; and in case of neglect or refu-
sal as aforesaid, the said Commissioners, or any two of them,
are hereby authorized and required to appoint another fit and
capable person in the place of him so neglecting or refusing,
who is hereby empowered to perform the duties enjoined by
the foregoing Resolve.

And whereas it is necessary to prevent the arresting of
Continental or Colonial Soldiers for small debts:

Resolved 12. That no such Soldier shall be arrested or
imprisoned at the suit of any creditor, unless the said credi;-
tor make oath or affirmation, that the said Soldier is justly
indebted to him in the sum of thirty-five Dollars over and
above all discounts; and that the estate of such Soldier shall
not be liable to attachment at the suit, or for the benefit of
all or any of his creditors, unless their debts, in the whole,
on being ascertained by their oaths or affirmations, shall
amount to more than one hundred and fifty Dollars.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, March 27, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Brown be added to the
Committee appointed to settle the Accounts of the several
Battalions of Associators in this Province.

The House resumed the consideration of the Petition
from the Inhabitants of the Town of Reading, for building
Barracks in the said Town; amI, after some debate,

Ordered, That the said Petition lie on the table.

Upon motion, Resolved, That Colonel Miles be, and he
is hereby, empowered to procure, on rent, such empty Houses
in the Borough of Chester and Marcus-Hook as he shall judge
necessary to accommodate the Troops, in the service of this
Province, that may be stationed in those parts; and that he
be allowed to make such alterations and repairs to the said
Houses as shall appear absolutely necessary.

The Petition of James Patton and John Allen, of Cum-
berland County, was, on motion, again read; and, after some
debate, ordered to lie on the table.

The House again took up the Resolutions of the Com-
mittee appointed to consider of the best mode of encou-
raging the culture of Flax in this Province; and having
spent some time therein, referred the same to further consi-
deration.

Thursday, March 28, 1776.

Mr. Speaker laid before the House a Letter of the 26th
instant, from ltIark Bird, Esq., Chairman of the .Berks
County Committee, enclosing a L(~tter to the said Commit-
tee from Richard Tea, one of the Commissioners for the
County aforesaid, representing that his colleagues, Samuel
High and Michael Bright, have absolutely refused to act
as Commissioners in carrying into execution the Resolves of
Assembly respecting the Military Association.

.
Referred to the Committee appointed to revise the Mili-

tary Rules and Regulations.

Pest Meridian.

The House resumed the consideration of the Letter from
the Committee of Safety, of the 13th instant; and, after
some debate thereon,

Ordered, That Mr. Gray, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Brown, Mr.
Jacobs, and Mr. Ross, be a Committee to settle the rates to
be allowed for the entertainment of Troops marching through
this Province, and the hire of Carriages employed in trans-
l)orting Provisions, Baggage, and Military Stores, for the use

,of slich Troops.
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Upon motion, Resolved, That James Sutor be, and he is
hereby, appointed an Ensign in the Battalion of Musket-
men, in place of IIezekiah Davis, in the Continental ser-
vIce.

The House, taking into consideration the resignation of
Jacob Levan, Daniel Topham, and John Hough, appointed
a First Lieutenant, Third Lieutenant, and Ensign, in the
Pennsylvania Forces,

Resolved, That Daniel Topham be, and he is hereby,
appointed a First Lieutenant in the said Forces, in place of
Jacob Levan aforesaid.

Resolved, That Abner Davis be, and he is hereby, ap-
pointed a Third Lieutenant in the said Forces, in place of
Daniel Topham aforesaid.

Resolved, That Joseph Davis be, and he is hereby, ap-
pointed an Ensign in the said Forces, in place of John
Hough aforesaid.

The Committee appointed to view the Machines coP-
structed. by John ltlarshall, reported, "That, in obedience
to the order of the House, they had examined the several
machines and implements in the House of Employment,
made by the said ~Marshall, for carrying on the manufacture
of Thread, particularly his curious machine for twisting,
which appeared to them so well contrived for expediting the
said business, that they are of opinion he well deserves a
reward from the publick."

The Committee appointed to settle the rank of the Cap-
tains and Subalterns in the several Battalions of the penn-
sylvania Forces, presented a written Report thereon, which
was read, and is as follows, viz:

OFFICERS OF THE RU'LF. REfHMENT.

Captains of the First Battalion.
1 Lewis Farmer, 4 Philip AlbrigM,
2 Richard Brown, 5 Henry Shade,
3 Andrew Long, 6 Caspar fVcitzell.

Captains of the Second Battalion.
1 John Murrow, 4 Joseph Irwine,
Q William Peoples, 5 Peter Grubb, .Jun.,
3 James ]t[arshall, 6 Henry Chreist,.Jun.

First Lieutenants.
1 Thomas B. Bowen, 7 John Thompson,
2 Matthew Scott, 8 John Clark,
3 William Gray, 9 John Davis,
4 James F. ltIoore, 10 John Young,
5 John Spear, 11 F..dwardThompson,
6 John Stoner, 12 Daniel Topham.

Second Lieutenants.
1 George 'Wert, 7 Jost Treisbach,
Q John Perrin, 8 James Hamilton,
3 John Robb, 9 Joseph Finley,
4 John Carpenter, 10 Will1:amMcPherson,
5 John Carnagan, 11 Jacob ltIaise,
6 John Burns, 12 Thomas Gourley.

Third Licutenants.

1 Joseph Jacquet, 7 Abraham Smith,
2 William Barnit, 8 Jacob Stake,
3 Thomas Boyd, 9 Charles Taylor,
4 John Dungan, 10 Robert Campbell,
5 David Sloan, 11 George Grant,
6 Stephen lIanna, 12 Abner Davis.

OFFICERS OF THE MUSKET BATTALION.

Captains.

1 Patrick Anderson, 5 Thomas IIerbert,
2 Peter Z. Lloyd, 6 Abraham Dehuff,
3 Fran{:is ltlurray, 7 John Nice,
4 Abraham ~AJarshall, 8 Joseph Howell, .Jun.

Lieutenants.
1 Walter Finney, 5 Joseph McClellan,
Q ~JJfatthias Weidman, 6 Robert Caldwell,
3 Morton Garret, 7 Barnard Ward,
4 John Davis, 8 Peter Shaffner.

Ensigns.
5
6
7
8

] James Lang,
2 William Henderson,
3 Alex. Ilu.ston, .Jun.,
4 John Kirk,

James Sutor,
Henry Valentine,
Michael App,
Joseph Davis.
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Your Committee beg leave to report, that they have set-
tled the rank of the Regiment of Riflemen, consisting of
two Battalions, and the Battalion of Musketry, as follows,
VIZ:

First. The Officers to rank according to the number en-
dorsed on their respective commissions.

Secondly. The. Officers of the First Battalion of Rifle-
men to take rank of the Officers of the Second Battalion,
where their commissions have the same number endorsed.

Thirdly. The Officers of the Regiment of Riflemen to
take rank where the Officers of the Musketry are of the
same number.

Fourthly. AU promotions to go and be made by senio-
rity in the particular Battalion where a vacancy happens.

All which is submitted to the House by
MICHAEL SWOOPE, SAMUEL ~rIl,ES,

JOHN MONTGOMERY, DAVID RITTENHOUSE,

G~ORGE TAYLOR, 'VILLIA:If RODMAN,

BARNARD DOt;GHERTY, CHARLES HUMPHREYS,

SAMUEL HUNTER, GEORGE Ross.

Upon motion, Resolved, That Captain Joseph Shaw, Jo-
siah Hart, and William Roberts, who have been brought
before a Committee of this House to rectify errors commit-
ted in the settlement of their respective accounts of military
expenses, do forthwith pay the fees arising to the Sergeant-
at-Arnls, and the allowance to the several Witnesses who
have attended on the occasion.

Ordered, That the Clerk of this House do tax the Bins
to be respectively paid by the said Joseph Shaw, Josiah
Hart, and William Roberts, and that they be served with
copies of the same by the said Witnesses, who are hereby
authorized to demand payment.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Saturday, March 30, 1776.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.
And resuming the consideration of the Resolutions of Con-

gress before them last night, after further debate therron,
Ordered, That Mr. Hillegas, Mr. Reed, Mr. Brown, Mr.

Bartholomew, Mr. Grttbb, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Taylor, Mr.
Dougherty, and Mr.llunter, be a Committee to prepare and
bring in a draft of Resolves directing the mode of disarming
disaffected persons, and procuring Arms fi-om other inhabit-
ants of this Province, pursuant to the foregoing Reso]u-
tions of Congress.

Tuesday, April 2, 17"/6.

An Account of expenses incurred by raisincr a Troop of
Horse in Westmoreland County, amounting to o£ . . . . .,
was laid before the House; and, after some debate, refi'rrcd
to the Committee appointed to settle the Accounts of Bat-
talion expenses.

A Member produced at the table an Account of sundry
goods, amounting to ninety-three Pounds ten Shillings, fur-
nished by Joseph Spear to George Croghan, Esq., to be
given to the hostages left by the Delawares and Six Nntion
Indians, to evince their sincere desire of preserving peace
with this Province, when war was cOlTJmenced between
the Shawanese and Virginians; and, also, to the Deputies
sent with speeches.

Which Account being read, and appearing irregular, was
ordered to lie on the table.

The House resumed the consideration of the Report of
the Committee appointed to consider the Rules and Regu~
lations for the better government of the :Military Association
in this Province, together with the objections made to the
same by the Officers and Privates of the said Association;
and, after some time spent therein, adjourned to three
o'clock in the afternoon.

Friday, March 29,1776.

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. A'liles, Mr. Reed, and
Mr. Ross, be a Committee to prepare and bring in a draft
of Rules and Reglliations for the government of the Penn~
sylvania Forces.

Mr. Parker, in behalf of the Committees appointed to
strike the several sums of thirty-five and eighty thousand
Pounds in Bills of Credit, pursuant to Resolutions of the Wconesday,April 3, 1776.
late and present House of Assembly, produced at the table The Committee appointed to settle the ratlis to be al-
the receipts of ltIichael Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer, for the lowed for tbe entertainment of Troops marching in an,d
said several sums, in Bills of Credit aforesaid, to him paid through this Province, and the hire of Carriages employe(I

.
as directed by the said Resolutions. in transporting Provisions, Bacrgacre, and :l\1ilitary Stores for

The same Member also produced six unsigned extra the use of such Troops, repor~edoan essay for that purpose,
sheets of the said thirty-five, and three of the eighty thou- which was read by order, and is as follows, viz:
sand Pounds, printed to supply any a£cidental Joss during - Resolved, That there shall be allowed and paid to every Inn-
the signing and numbering of the said Bills; which extra holder, or other person, who shall furnish Provision to Troops
sheets being examined, were burned by order of the House, marching in and through this Province, the sum of six Pence
in the presence of the Members. for each Meal, with one pint of Cider or Small-Beer, that

The Committee to whom the several Memorials from the shall be by them so fUl1lished to any soldier of the United

County Committe~s, and Petitions from the Officers and Pri. Colonies, or in tb.e pay of this P_rovince, or to any Associa-
vates of tbe Military Association, together with the Rules tor, when called mto actual servJCe, and no more.
and Articles for the better government thereof, were referred Resolved, That there shall be paid fifteen Shillings per

for consideration and amendment, presented a Report there- diem, a~d no _more, f~r e~e~y W~lgon or Cart, with a Dri~'er,

on in writing, which was read by order, and referred to fur- (the smd Dnver mamtammg lUl11Selfand horses, and the

ther consideration. load of each Wagon or Cart not exceeding two thousand

The House adjourned to three o'clock P. M.
weight,) that sha~l. be employed in transporti~ Provi.sions,,
Baggage, and Mlhtary Stores, for the use of Troops III the

Posl Meridian. pay of the United Colonies, or of this Province, or of As-

The House took into consideration the Resolution laid
socia tors, when called into actual service.

before them from the honourable Continental Congress of the The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a

14th instant, together with a later Resolve of the same body, draft of Rules and Regulations for the government of the

in the words following, viz : Pennsylvania Forces, reported, "That they had examined

"Whereas in the execution of the Resolve of Congress the Rules and Regulations made by the honourable Con-
of the 14th of March, respecting the disarming disaffected gress for the government of the Continental Forces, and

persons, many Fire-Arms may be taken which may not be recommend that the same be adopted for the government !Dr-

fit for use to arm any of the Troops mentioned therein: the Forces of this Province."
"Therefore Resolved, That all the Fire-Arms so taken, The House again took up the RepOlt of the Commiaee-

being appraised according to said Resolve, none of them upon Rules and Regulations, and having made further poo--

shall be paid for but those that are fit for the use of such gress therein, adjourned to three o'clock, P. lVI.

Troops, or that may conveniently be so made; and the
remainder shall be safely kept by the Assemblies, Conven-
tions, Councils, or Committees of Safety, for the owners, to
be delivered to them when the Congress shall direct."

And, after a debate of considerable length, adjourned to
ten o'c1ock, to-morrow morning.

Posl Meri.Jian.

The House proceeded in the consideration of the Rc~
port of the Committee upon the Hules and Regulations,
&c.; and having made some progress therein, adjourned to
ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Post Mcti:dian..

Upon motion, Resolved, That all Commissions toOffiC6~
of the several Battalions of Associators in this Provwce, be
issued and signed by the Speaker of the Assembly fo~.the
time being.

.
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Resolved, That all Battalions now formed, as well as
those hereafter to be formed, in the City of Pltiladelphia,
are desired to make returns of their Officers, with their re-
spective ranks, to the Committee for the said City; and the
Battalions in the several Counties are desired to make re-
turns in like manner to their respective Committees, which
Committees are desired to certify such returns with the
respective rank of each Battalion in their Counties, to the
Assembly of this Province, or, in the recess of the House,
to the Speaker thereof, that Commissions may be issued for
every Officer, agreeably to the above Resolve.

Resolved, That the twenty-fourth Article of the Rules
and Regulations, published at the last sitting of Assembly,
directing Military Commissions to be issued by the Commit-
te3 of Safety, be, and the same is hereby declared void.

A Petition from William Scout, of the Manor of 1tlore-
land, was presented to the House, and read, setting forth,
That the Petitioner, agreeable to the directions of the House,
had waited on Captain Josiah Hart, and requested him to
pay the account allowed by the Committee to the Petitioner,
for his services as Fugleman to the Company of the said
Hart, and that the Captain had absolutely refused payment
of the same.

The House taking the foregoing Petition immediately into
consideration,

Resolved, That the said Josiah Hart be forthwith brought
to the Bar of the House by the Sergeant-at-Arms, to answer
for his contempt of the order of the House.

And a Warrant for that purpose being made out at the
table, and signed by the Speaker, was delivered to the Ser-
geant-at-Arms.

A Petition from Messrs. Owen Biddle and Benjamin
Rush, of the City of Philadelphia, was presented to the
House and read, setting forth, That the Petitioners, having
the PublicI. Works erected for the making Saltpetre in the
said City, under their care and direction, before the 25th
day of November last, when, by a resolve of the honourable
House, they took the said works under their management,
and qppointed a Committee to superintend the same, had,
over and above the publick money put into their hands,
expended divers sums of their own money, and contracted
sundry debts for that service, as will appear by an account
exhibited with their Petition; and there being no provision
made for payment thereof, the Petitioners pray the honour-
able House will be pleased to take the premises into con-
sideration, and direct the disbursements and contracts afore-
said, to be paid in such manner as they, in their wisdom,
shall judge proper.

Ordered to lie on the table.

A Petition from a considerable number of Inhabitants or
the City of Philadelphia, respecting the setting Negro
Slaves at liberty, was presented to the House, and read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Thursday, April 4, 1776,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Gray, Mr. Reed, Mr.
Rittenhouse, Mr. Pearson, and Mr. Ross, be a Committee
to collect and consider the several Resolutions of Congress
relative to the Wyoming dispute, together with the Peti-
tions, Complaints, and Affidavits that have been laid before
this House by the parties, and report a state of the said dis-
pute to the House at their next sitting.

The House resumed the consideration of the Report of
the Committee appointed to bring in a draft of Rules and
Articles for the government of the Pennsyll,ania Forces;
and finding that those formed for the Continental Troops,
and recommended by the Committee, will require material
altera tions,

Ordered, That the same Committee do prepare and re-
port a draft of such alterations of the Continental Articles,
as may be proper for the Troops in pay of this Province.

The House again took up the Report of the Committee
upon the Petitions of the Officers and Privates of the Mili-
tary Association in this Province, together with the Rules
and Regulations of the House for the bettcr govcrnment of
the said Association; and having nearly gone through the
same, adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

Friday, April 5, 1716.

The House met pursuant to adjournment, and proceeded
in the consideration of the Report of the Committee on the
Rules and Regulations for the better government of the
Military Association in this Province; and having adopted
sundry alterations proposed by the Committee, the said
Rules and Regulations were transcribed accordingly, and are
as follows, viz :

Rules and Regulations for the better government of the
Military Association in PENNSYLVANIA.

First. All officers chosen or appointed in the Battalions
that were formed before the 1st day of October last, in the
City of Philadelphia, the District of Southwark, and the
Townships of the Northern-Liberties, Moyamensing, and
Passyunk, to take rank or precedence of all other officers
of equal dignity, chosen or appointed in any other part of
the Province.

Second. All officers chosen or appointed before the said
1st day of October, as aforesaid, in Philadelphia County,
to take rank of all officers of equal dignity chosen or ap-
pointed in any other County.

Third. All officers chosen 01' appointed before the said
1st day of October, as aforesaid, in Bucks County, to take
rank of all officers of equal dignity, chosen or appointed in
any other than the City and County of Philadelphia, the
District of Southwark, and the Townships of the Northern-
Liberties, Moyamensing, and Passynnk.

Fourth. All officers chosen or appointed before the said
1st day of Ootober, as aforesaid, in Chester County, to take
rank of all officers of equal dignity, chosen or appointed in
any other than BUi:ks and Philadelphia Counties, anrl
Philadelphia City, the District of SOllthwark, and Town-
ships of the Northern-Liberties, Moyamensing, and Pas-
syunk.

Fifth. All officers chosen or appointed before the said
1st day of October, as aforesaid, in Lancaster County, to
rank before officers of equal dignity, chosen or appointed in
any other than Chester, Bucks, and Philadelphia Counties,
and the City of Philadelphia, the District of Southwark,
and Townships of the Northern-Liberties, 1t[oyamcnsing,
and Passyunk.

Sixth. All officers chosen or appointed bcfore the sairl
1st day of October, as aforesaid, in York County, to rank
before officers of equal dignity, in any other than Lancas-
ter, Chester, Bucks, and Philadelphia Counties, Philadel-
phia City, the District of Southwark, and Townships of the
Northern-Liberties, 1t[oyamensing, and Passyunk.

Seventh. All officers chosen or appointed before the said
1st day of October, as aforesaid, in Cumberland County, to
rank before officers of equal dignity in the junior Counties
of Berks, Northampton, Bedford, Northumberland, and
Westmoreland.

Eighth. All officers chosen or appointed before the sairl
1st day of October, as aforesaid, in Berks County, to rank
before officers of equal dignity in the Counties of North-
amEton, Bed-ford, Northumberland, and 1Vestmoreland.

Ninth. All officers chosen or appointed before the said
1st day of October, as aforesaid, in .lVorthampton County,
to rank before officers of equal dignity in Bedford, North-
nmberland, and 1Vcstmoreland Counties.

Tenth. All officers chosen or appointed before the said
1st day of October, as aforesaid, in Bed,ford County, to
rank before officers of equal dignity in Northumberland and
1Vestmoreland Counties.

Eleventh. All officers chosen or appointed before the said
1st day of October, as aforesaid, in l\orthumberland County,
to rank before officers of equal dignity in 1f1estmoreland
County.

Twelfth. All officers chosen or appointed before the said
1st day of October, as aforesaid, in TFestmoreland, the young-
est, or last made County in this Province, to yield up rank
or precedence to all officers of equal dignity chosen or ap-
pointed in every other County in .this Province before the
said 1st day of October, as aforesaId.

Thirteenth. Where commissions of equal dignity, in dif-
ferent Counties, bear the same date, precedency to be deter-
mined by seniority of Counties; but where they are in the
same County, by the rank of the Battalion.

Fourteenth. The Colonels chosen or appointed in the
City of Philadelphia, the District of Southwark, and the
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Townships of the Northern-Liberties, ltloyame/1,$ing, and
Passyunk, having already detennined their ranks with re-
spect to each other by lot, their and the other Field-Officers'
commissions will be dated according to the lot so drawn.
- Fifteenth. The Colonels chosen or appointedin every
County before the said 1st day of October are to determine
their rank with respect to each other (where not already
done) by lot, and commissions for them and their respective
Field-Officers will be dated accordingly.

Sixteenth. The Captains in every Battalion to detem1ine
their rank in Battalion (where not already settled) by lot,
and their commissions, with those of their Lieutenants and
Ensigns, will be dated accordingly.

Seventeenth. All officers chosen or appointed after the
said 1st day of October, to have their commissions dated at
the time of such choice or appointment, and to take rank
according to said dates.

Eighteenth. All Battalions to be completed as soon as
possible, and (except Battalions of Riflemen) to consist of
at least six Companies of not less than forty, and not more
than seventy-six Privates each, and to have for officers a
Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, two Majors, a Standard-Bearer,
Adjutant, Sergeant-Major, a Drum and Fife-Major; and the
officers of each Company to consist of a Captain, two Lieu-
tenants, one or two Ensigns, four Sergeants, four Corporals,
a Drummer and Fifer; except the Light-Infimtry Compa-
nies, which, instead of two Lieutenants and two Ensigns,
are to have four Lieutenants, the two youngest of wbich are
to rank as Ensigns.

Nineteenth. All Battalions of Riflemen shall consist of
at least six Companies, of not less than forty, nor more tban
fifty-six Privates each, and have for officers a Colonel, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel, and two Majors; and the officers of each
Company shall be a Captain, two First Lieutenants, and
two Second Lieutenants, (who shall rank as Ensigns,) a Fifer,
or Hornblower, and as many Sergeants and Corporals as
may be found necessary; the Sergeants, Corporals, and
Fifers, or Hornblowers, to be appointed by the Field-Offi-
cers.

Every officer and private of a Rifle Company shall fur-
nish himself with a good rifle-gun, a powder-horn, a charger,
a bullet-screw, twelve flints, a strong pouch or bag that wiII
hold four pounds of ball, and such other accoutrements as
may be proper for a Rifleman.

Twentieth. The Standard-Bearer of each Battalion to
rank as eldest Lieutenant of the Battalion.

Twenty-first. All national distinctions in dress or name to
be avoided, it being proper that we should now be united in
this General Association for defending our liberties and pro-
perties under the sole denomination of Americans.

Twenty-second. No Field-Officers to bave Companies.
Twenty-third. For the better order and government of

Companies which may be raised after the completion of the
several Battalions already formed in the City and Counties,
such Companies are not to be admitted as independent, but
are to be annexed to the most convenient Battalion, until a
sufficient number of Companies are raised to forlll a new
Battalion; and no number of Associators are to be consider-
ed as a Company, unless they consist of at least forty pri-
vates; but it is recommended that, till that number be com-
pleted, the Associators join the most convenient Company,
and exercise and do duty with such Company.

Twenty-fourth. That all commissions to officers of the
several Battalions of Associators in this Province, be issued
and signed by the Speaker of the Assembly for the time
being. That all Battalions now formed, as well as those here-
after to be formed in the City of Philadelphia, be desired to
make returns of their officers, with their respective ranks, to
the Committee for the said City; and the Battalions in the
several Counties are desired to make returns, in like manner,
to their respective Committees; which Committees are de-
sired to certify such returns, with the respective rank of each
Battalion in their Counties, to the Assembly of this Pro-
vince, or, in the recess of the House, to the Speaker thereof,
that commissions may be issued for every officer, as above
directed.

Twenty-fifth. Every Associator (except Riflemen) is re-
quired to furnish himself with a good and sufficient firelock
fit f()r actual service, a bayonet fitted thereto, steel-ramrod,
worm, priming-wire and brush, a cartridge-box that will con-
tain twenty-three rounds of cartridges, twelve flints, a knap-

sack, a sufficient powder-horn, and a pouch at the bottom
of his cartridge-box, or a strong bag that will hold four
pounds of baf!.

Twenty-sixth. The Commissioners and Assessors of the
several Counties within this Province shall deliver the fire-
locks, bayonets, cartridge-boxes, and knapsacks directed to
be provided by the Resolutions of the late House of Assem-
bly, to the Commanding Officers of the several Battalions in
their respective Counties, in due proportions, according to
the number of men in each Battalion, for the use of such
Associators in their Battalions as are unable to supply them-
selves, taking receipts for the same, which they shall imme-
diately transmit to the Committee of Safety, having first
entered the accounts of the same in their respective Minute
Books; and the said commanding officers shall be account-
able for the delivery of such arms and accoutrements, unless
lost in actual service, whenever they shall be called upon
by the Assembly or Committee of Safety.

Twenty-seventh. That the publick arms delivered to
Associators be not subject to any distress for rent or execu-
tion for debt; that any Associator who shall sell such arms,
or by any means defraud the publick thereof, or endeavour
so to do, shall f()rfeit six pounds, and be held up to publick
infamy and disgrace; and any person who shall detain, buy,
or exchange such arms, knowing them to be publick pro-
perty, shall fo&it ten pounds, and be held up in like man-
ner.

Twenty-eighth. Every Associator is required to attend
constantly,with his arms and accoutrementsin good order,
on the last "Monday in the month of February; the last two
Mondays in the month of ]}[arch; the last three Mondays
in the month of April; the four Mondays in the month of
]}Iay; the first two Mondays in the month of June; the
last Monday in the month of Jldy; the first three Mondays
in the month of August; the last three ]}Iondays in the
month of September; and the second ltlonday in the month
of October, at the places appointed by their commanding
officers, to be trained and exercised in Companies or Batta-
lions, as the officers shall direct.

And it is also recommended to such Associators as are
not sufficiently expert in the exercise, to meet as frequently
as they conveniently can, at other times, to perfect them-
selves in the same. It is also directed, that the command-
ing officers respectively shall give due notice to the Asso-
cia tors of the places and hours of meeting, either ip Com-
panies or Battalion; and if the Associators are prevented
from meeting on any of the days herein appointed, by the
inclemency of the weather, they are to meet on the next
fair day.

Twenty-ninth. No Company or Battalion shall meet at
a Tavern on any of the days of exercise; nor shall march to
any Tavern berore they are discharged.

TAirtieth. The Associators, on days of exercise, may be
detained under arms, on duty in the field, any time not ex-
ceeding six hours, provided they are not kept above three
hours under arms at anyone time, without allowing them a
proper time to refresh themselves.

Thirty-first. The Sergeant or Clerk of any Company, to
be for this purpose appointed by the Captain, Lieutenants,
and Ensigns of the Company, is required, at the end of one
hour after the time appointed for the meeting of the Com-
pany or Battalion, to call over the Muster-Roll of the Com-
pany, noting those who are absent, and that day to make
return, in writing, to the Captain of such absentees; and all
persons so absent at the time of calling over the roll, are
to be liable to the fines hereafter mentioned in the articl()s
for non-attendance.

Thirty-second. The Captain of evmy Company, as soon
as he is supplied by the publick with powder and lead for
the purpose, is to take especial care that twenty-three rounds
of cartridges are properly made up, and suited to the bore
of each firelock respectively belonging to his Company, and
shall keep all the cartridges that are so made up in some
dry and convenient place, with the name of the private
affixed for whose firelock they are fitted, ready to be deli-
vered out when occasion requires.

Thirty-third. Adjutants, Drummers, and Fifers, shall
receive the following pay for every day of service they at-
tend their respective Battalions or Companies by order of
the commanding officer: An Adjutant, seven shillings and
six pence; a Drummer, three shillings; a Fifer, three shil-
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]ings; the Drum-Major and Fife-Major of every Battalion
shall receive cach a sum not exceeding fifteen shillings per
week, and be continued in pay as long as the Colonels of
the several Battalions shall think necessary; and it is re-
quired, that such Drum-Majors and Fife-Majors when not
in service on days of exercise, shall be diligently employed
in instructing a proper number of persons for Drummers and
Fifers of the several Battalions. That, instead of an Adju-
tant on pay, there be a Sergeant-Major to each Battalion
of the City of Philadelphia, who shall receive a sum not
exceeding eight don aI's per month, and be continued in pay
as long as the Colonels of the several Battalions shall think
necessary, pr

.

ovided the same be not extended beyond the
second ]}Ionday in October next.

Thirty-fourth. All officers and soldiers of the Associa-
tion, when employed on military watch and ward, or when
called into actUal service, in case of an invasion or insurrec-
tion, or imminent danger of either, by this House of Assem-
bly, or, in their recess, by the Committee of Safety, shall,
while on such watch, or in such service, be entitled to and
receive the same pay that the officers and soldiers of the
Continental Troops receive.

Thirty-fifth. If any officer or soldier, not labouring under
any infirmity incapacitating him to serve, shall, when so
called into actual service, refuse to appear and march with
his arms, ammunition, and accoutrements, or (if a soldier)
shall refu3e to provide a suitable person well clothed, armed,
and accoutred, to march in his stead, such person to be ap-
proved by the commanding officer of the Battalion; or if
any officer or soldier, having entered on such service, shall
depart without leave of such commanding officer, he shall
be held up to the publick as a coward and betrayer of his
country; provided always, that no Associator be detained
in actual service longer than two months at one time, with-
out his free consent.

Thirty-sixth. If any Associator, so called into actual ser-
vice, shall leave a family not of abi]ity to maintain themselves
in his absence, the Overseers of the Poor, with the concur-
rence of one Justice of the Peace of the City or County
where such Associator did reside, shal] immediately make
provision by way of out-pension for the maintenance of such
family; and a true and proper account being kept thereof
shall be returned to the Assembly, in order that the same
may be made a Provincial expense, and paid accordingly.

Thirty-seventh. When any of the Associators shall be so
called into actual service, the Commissioners of the respec-
tive Counties, or anyone of them, shall immediately provide
such carriages as may be necessary for their accommodation,
at the expense of the publick.

Thirty-eighth. As there may happen occasions wherein it
may be necessary to call out a part of the Associators to
actual, though temporary, service, and not the whole body,
and it would be inconvenient and burdensome, if, upon every
alarm, where the assistance of part only may be wanted,
the whole should come together, or a much greater number
than the occasion required,-it is recommended, that orders
may issue from the Assembly, or, in their recess, the Com-
mittee of Safety, to the Colonels, either to march their
whole Battalion, or to send to an appointed rendezvous one
or more Companies, as they may be wanted; and, in the
latter case, such Company to be formed by drafts out of the
Companies, and to be commanded by an officer out of each
Company, on the tour of duty, each Company serving on
such caBs, in its tUrn, and for such proportion of time as
shall make the burden nearly equal; and if the Associators
who are called forth, are not all provided with good arms,
it is recommended to all those who have such, and are not
called out, to lend the same for that occasion, at the risk of
the publick.

Thirty-ninth. The FieJd-Officers of every Battalion shall
appoint some person in each Company of tbeir respective
Battalions, in whom they can confide, and the officers in
every Troop of Horse and Company of Artillery, shall, in
like manner, choose some person in their Troop or Com-
pany respectively,. whose names shall be returned by the
said officers respectivcJy to the County Treasurers for the
Provincial taxes in their several Counties; which persons so
appointed shall, fi'om time to time, collect all fines incurred
by the Associators for non-attendance, and shall severally
pay the same to the said County Treasurers respectively,
first deducting a commission of five per cent. for their trou-

b]e, which said County Treasurers, respectively, shall pay
the same to Michael Ilillegas, Esquire, Treasurer, after de-
ducting a commission of one per cent. for their trouble; ann
then tbe said moneys shall be appropriated in the following
manner: 1st. To the support and relief of such poor Asso-
ciatol's as, being called out to actual service, shall be maimed
and wounded therein, so as to be in any respect unable to
support themselves or families. 2d. For the support and
relief of the widows and children of such poor Associators
as, being called into actual service, shall be killed therein.
The surplus of said moneys to be applied as this or any
future Assembly shall direct. And the said Michael Hille-
gas shall be allowed for his trouble herein, five shillings for
everyone hundred pounds so received and paid by him. It
is directed, that the said Collectors shall account with the
officers who severally appointed them, as often as such offi-
cers shall require them so to do; and tbe said officers shall,
in due time, transmit the accounts of the said Collectors
to the respective County Treasurers for the Provincial
taxes.

Lastly. This House having drawn up the following Arti-
cles of Agreement for all the Associators in the Province,
they do earnestly recommend the same to be adopted,
signed, and agreed to, by all the said Associators, in order
that one general system may prevail in Pennsylvania.

Articles of Association in PE~SYLVANIA.

We, the Officers and Soldiers engaged in the present
Association for the defence of American liberty, being
fully sensible that the strength and security of any body of
men acting together, consists in just regularity, due subor-
dination, and exact obedience to command, without which
no individual can have that confidence in the support of
those about him that is so necessary to give firmness and
resolution to the whole, do voluntarily and freely, after con-
sideration of the following Articles, adopt the same as the
Rules and Regulations by which we agree and resolve to be
governed in all our Military concerns and operations, until
the same, or any of them, shall be changed or dissolved by
the Assembly of this Province, or a happy reconciliation
shall take place between Great Britain and the Colonies:

1. If any officer make use of any profane oath or exe-
cration when on duty, he shall forfeit and pay for each and
every such offence, the sum of five shillings; and if a non-
commissioned officer, or soldier, be thus guilty of cursing or
swearing, he shall forfeit and pay for each and every such
offence, the sum of one shilling.

2. Any officer or soldier'who shall refuse to obey the
lawful orders of his superior officer, may be suspended from
doing duty on that day, and shan, upon being convicted there-
of before a Regimental Court of Associators, make such con-
cessions as said Court shall direct.

3. Any officer or soldier who shall begin, excite, causf',
join in, or promote, any disturbance in the Battalion, Troop,
or Company, to which he belongs, or in any other Battalion,
Troop, or Company, shaH be fined or censured, according
to the nature of the offimce, by the judgment of a General
or Regimental Court of Assoriators.

4. Any officer or soldier who shall strike his superior offi-
cer, or draw, or offer to draw, or shall lift up any weapon,
or 'offer any violence against him, bei~g in the execution of
his office, shall, upon a conviction before a General or Re-
gimental Court of Associators, be dismissed, and shaH be
deemed thereby disgraced as unworthy the company of
freemen.

5. Any commanding or other officer who shall strike any
Associator when on duty, shall, upon conviction before a
General Court of Associators, suffer such punishment as
the said Court shall inflict.

6. Any officer or soldier who shall make use of insolent,
provoking, or indecent language, while on duty, shall sum~r
such censure or fine as shall be inflicted by a General or
Regimental Court of Associators, according to the nature of
the offence.

7. If any officer or soldier shall think himself injured by
his Colonel, or the commanding officer of the Battalion, and
shall, upon due application made to him, be refused redress,
he may complain to the General or Commander-in-Chief of
the Pennsyl1'ania Associators, or to.the Colonel of any other
Battalion, who shall summon a General Court of Associa-
tors, that justice may be done.
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8. If any inferior officer or soldier shall think himself in- of Associators shall think proper, upon bdng convicted of
jured by his Captain, or other superior officer, in the Bat- having transgl'f~ssed any of these reau/atio'is.
talion, Troop, or Company to which he belongs, he may 21. All Associators called as wit~esse::;'in any case before
complain to the commanding officer of the Battalion, who a Court of Associators, who shall refusfJ to attend and give
shall summon a Regimental Court of Associators for the evidence, shaH be censured or fined, ~t the discretion of the
doing justice according to the natlire of the case. Court.

.9. No o~cer, ~on-~ommissioned officer, or soldier, shall 22. No officer or soldier being I':harged with transgressing
fml of repamn,g with Ins arms and accoutrernen~s: on any of these rules, shall be suffer~d to do duty in the Battalion,
the days appoll1ted by the Assembly for exerClSll1g, to the Company, or Troop to which he' belongs until he has had
place ,of para dc, ?r other rendezvous ~ppointed by the com- his trial by a CO\lrt of Associators, and' every person so
mandmg officer, If not prevented by sickness, or SOme other charged sball be tned as soon as a Court of AssocJators can
evident necessity, of which the commanding officer of said be conveniently assembled.
Battalion shall j~ldge; or shall go from ~he place of, parade, 23. The officers and soldierf3 of every Company of Ar-
or rendezvous without leave from th,e s~I,dcommandmg offi- tillery, or other Company" TrrlOp, or party, that is or shall
cer, bef~r~ he shall. be regularly dlSll1lssed, on penalty of be annexed to any Battahon,

shall. be ,'mbject to th.e com-
three slulhngs and SIXpence. mand of the Colonel, or con1mandmlT officer of smd Bat-

10. Any officer or soldier found drunk when under arms, talion, and tlH' officers shall f,it as me,~bt;s of Courts of As-
shall be suspended from doing duty in the Battalion, Com- sociators in the same manl1.cr as the officers of any other
pany, or Troop, on that day, and be fined, or censured, at Company.

,

the discretion of a General or Regimental Court QfAssocia- 24. No penalty shall b~ inflicted \,.t the discretion of a
tors. 'Court of Associators, other than de<Tradina,cashierina, or

11. Whatever sentinel shall be found sleeping' or drunk fining; the fines for the officers not t~ exce~d three pO~1ds,
On his post, or shall leave it before he is regularly relieved, and the fine for a non-commissioned officer, or soldier, not
shall suffer such penalty or disgrace as shall be ordered by . to exceed twelve shillings for one fault.
a RegimentalCourt of Associators. 25. The Field-Officersof each and every Battalion shall

12. Whatever commissioned officer shall be convicted appoint a person in every Company, to receive such fines a3
before a General Court of Associators, of behaving in a may arise within the same, for breach of any of these arti-
scandalous or infamous manner, unbecoming the character cIes, (except for non-attendance;) and the commissioned
of an officer and a gentleman, shall be dismissed from the officers of the Company shaH, with the approbation of the
Association with disgrace. Field-Officers, direct those fines to be applied to the relief of

13. Every non-commissioned Qfficer or soldier who shall the necessitous soldiers belonging to that Company, and the
be convicted at a Regimental Court of Associators of having overplus, if any, to other necessary expenses of the Com-
carelessly lost, wilfully spoiled or wasted, any ammunition, pany; and such persc.n shall account with the Field-Officers,
arms, or accoutrements, belonging to this Province, shall be as often as required for all such fines received, and the ap-
dismissed his Battalion, Troop, or Company, as an unworthy plication thereof.
member, and be prosecuted as the law directs. 26. The General, or Commander-in-Chief of this Asso-

14. All disorders and neglects which officers or soldiers ciation fi)r the time being, shall have full power of pal'don-
may be guilty of, to the prejudice of the good order and ing or mitigating any censures or penalties ordered to be
military discipline of the Association of this Colony, are to inflicted for the breach of any of these artieles, by any Ge-
be taken cognizance of by a General or Regimental Court neral Court of Associators; and every offender, convicted as
of Associators, according to the nature and degree of the aforesaid by any R"gimcntal Court of Associators, may be
offence; and such officers or soldiers shall be fined or cen- pardoned, or have his penalties mitigated by the Colonel
sured, at the discretion of the Court. or commanding officer of the Battalion, excepting only

15. That, on the first meeting of every Company after where such censures or penalties are directed as satisfaction
subscribing these Articles of Association, and from thence for injuries received ~y one officer or soldier fi'om another.
forward, on the first meeting of every Company, afier the 27. Any officer, non-commissioned officer, or other per-
last 'Monday in February, annually, there shall be chosen son, who, having subscribed these articles, shall refuse to
by the non-commissioned officers and privates out of each make such concessions, pay such fines, or, in any other mat-
Company in the respective Battalions, two persons who ter, refuse to comply with the judgment of any Court of
are entitled to vote for Members of Assembly, whose duty Associators, shall be dismissed the service, and returned to
and office shall be, for the year following, to sit and join the Commissioners of the County, who shall charge and
with the officers in Courts of Association, which persons so proceed against him as a Non-Associator, and he shall fur-
chosen shall be styled Court-Associators. ther be deemed unfriendly to the liberties of America.

16, Every General Court of Associators shall consist of ~8. Upon the determination of any point by a Regimen-
thirteen members, six of whom shan be commissioned offi- tal Court of Associators, if the officer or soldier concerned
cers under the rank of Field-Officers, and six Court-Asso- on either side thinks himself still aggrieved, he may appeal
ciators, who shan be drawn by lot out of the whole number to a General Court of Assocjators; but if, upon a second
for the Battalion; and these twelve are to choose a Presi- hearing, the appeal appears groundless and vexatious, the
dent, who shan be a Field-Officer, and have a casting voice. person so appealing shall be censured, at the discretion of

17. Every Regimental Court of Associators shall be com- the said General Court.
posed of seven members-three officers, three Court-Asso- 29. Upon the death, resignation, promotion, or other
ciators, and a President, who is to be a Captain, and to be removal of a Field-Officer, Standard-Bearer, 01' AAjutant,
chosen by the six, and also to have a casting voice. thc officers of the Battalion shall ehoose a person in his

18. In all Courts of Associators, not less than two-thirds place; and upon the death, resignation, promotion, or other
of the members must agree in every sentence for inflicting removal of an officer or Court-Associator from a Troop or
penalties, or for disgraciog any Associator; otherwise he Company, such vacancy is to be filled by the person such
shan be acquitted. Troop or Company shaH elect.

19. The President of each and every Court of Associa- 30. No officer or soldier shan be tried a second time for
tors, whether General or Regimental, shall require all wit- the same offence, except in case of appeal.
nesses, in order to the trial of offenders, to declare on oath 31. That when any officers or soldiers of the Associa-
or affirmation, that the evidence they shall give is the truth, tion in this Province, shall be called into actual service by
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth; and the mem- the Assembly, or Committee of Safety, in recess of Assem-
bers of all Courts of Associators shall take an oath, or affir1l1- bly, they shan he subj(',ct to all the rules and articles made
ation, which the President is required to administer to the by the Assembly at this sitting, for regulating and govern-
other members, and the next in rank is required to adminis- ing the Troops in the pay of this Province, until they are
ter to him, that they will give judgment with impartiality. joined to and in service with Continental Troops; and then

20. An non-commissioned officers, drummers, fifers, or they shall be subject to all the rules and articles already
others, that shall be employed and receive pay in any of the made by the honourable Congress for the government of
Battalions, Companies, or Troops, shall subscribe these Rules the Continental Troops. Provided always, That no offi-
and Regulations, and be subject to such fines, to be deducted cer or soldier of the said Association shan, after such junc-
from their pay, and to such penalties as a Regimental Court tion, be tried by any Court-Martial, unless such Court be
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W"holly compos~d of officers of the said Association, if a ing the County and the Township, Borough, Ward, or Dis-
sufficient number can be had. trict in which each of the said Associators resides, which the

32. No commisiiioned, non-commissioned officer, or pri- Colonel shall carefully keep, and therefrom shall imme-
vate shall withdra~"" himself from the Company to which diately make out and return, on or before the 25th day of
he b'elongs without ~discharge fi'om the commanding offi- the same month, a fair duplicate to the Commissioners afore-
eel' of the Battalion nOl shall such person be received into said of the respective Counties in which the said Associators,
any other Com pan; with~mt such discharge. respectively, ,reside.

"In testimony of our approbation and consent to be go- ~.
The SaId CommIssIoners, or any two of them, ~re re-

d b th R I t ' 'u s Whi ch have been deliberatel y qmred, on or before the 1st day of July next ensumg, toverne y ese egu a 10. ,
h d I. . CI k k r.' \'d t r. II ed by us we have hereunto set meet toget er, an cause t Jell' er s to rna e out lair IStsrea 0, or careiU y perus, , f h d f II ' d ' hI d

. cot e names an surnames 0 a persons menhone III t eour Ian s.
d I' d h fi ' d

.
h h

. I\ '. 7
up Icates returne to t em as a oresal ,WIt tell' paces

]l.esolutiom directing the m,p~e of levymg Taxes on !lion- of abode, who appear by the duplicates returned by the Co-
Assot:1.ators. lonels not to have sip'ned the Articles of Association; and

'1. The Assessois of the ..,everal Townships, Boroughs, thereupon the said Commissioners are required to charge
'Wards, and Distric.ts within'this Province, who have not every such person not associating, over and above the rates
performed the said,Ger~ice, are requirc?, on?~ before the ~5th and ~ssessments set upon him by virtue ~f ,the laws of ~his
day of Jltlay next. ensuing, to make, III wrItmg, and deh~er Provlllce, the su~ of three Pounds !en Shllhngs, on the hsts
an exact list of the names and Sllrnames of every male whIte made out by theIr orders as aforesaId.
person capable of bC[lring arms, jJetween the ages of sixteen 9, If any Apprentice is willing to associate, and his Master
and fifty years, (Ministers of the Gospel of all denomina- or Mistress wiH not permit him so to do, or detains him from
!ions, Schoolmasters in actual employ, and Servants pur- the parade on any of the days of exercise herein appointed,
chased bona .fide and for a valuable consideration, only such Master or Mistress shall be liable to the payment of three
excepted,) residiugin such Township, Borough, Ward, or Shillings and six Pence for each time he or she shall detain
District, to the Commissioners of the County, chosen by his or her said Apprentice; and if any Apprentice of suit-
virtue of the act for raising of COUilty Rates and Levies. 'able age shall neglect or refuse to appear on any of the said

2. If any Assessor shall neglec~ or refuse to perform the days of exercise, not being detained by his said Master or
duty aforesaid, the Commissioners of the respective Coun- Mistress, such Apprentice, if of estate, shall, by his Guardian,
ties, or any two of them, are hereby required and enjoined pay such penalty.
to fine him in any sum not exceeding ten Pounds, unless 10. If any Commissioner shall neglect or refuse to per-
such Assessor's refusal proceeds from conscientious motives; form any of the duties required of him by these resolutions,
and such fine shall be levied and recovered in the same such Commissioner shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten
manner as is directed by the laws of tllis Province for levy- Pounds for every such offence, unless such refusal proceeds
ing and recovering fines imposed on Assessors refusing or from conscientious motives; such fine to be recovered, levied,
neglecting to perform the duties therein required of them, to and applied in the same manner, by the same persons, and
be paid into the hauds of the respective County Treasurers, for the same uses, as the fines arising from the delinquency
to be by them delivered to the same person, and applied to of the Assessors; and in such case, the Prothonotaries of the
the same use, as the other moneys directed to be levied by several Counties of this Province, respectively, or their im-
the Resolves of this House in their present sitting. mediate Deputies, are hereby enjoined, by and with the con-

3. The Commissioners of the respective Counties, or any currence of any two Magistrates of said County, to appoint
two of them, are hereby required and enjoined to appoint some suitable and proper person in the place and stea.d of
some proper person to make out the list aforesaid, in the such Commissioner so refusing or neglecting as aforesaid;
place of the Assessor so refusing or neglecting; which per- which person, so appointed, shall have the same power and
son, so appointed, shall make out and return such list to the authority, and perfornf the several duties hereby required of
Commissioners on or before the 1st pay of May next en- the said Commissioner; or, on failure thereof, shall forfeit and
suing. pay the sum of ten Pounds, to be applied as aforesaid; and

4. Every Assessor, or person appointed in his place as the said Prothonotary and Justices shaH proceed to appoint
aforesaid, shaH, before he begins to make out the lists afore- another, and so as often as it shall become necessary.
said, take an oath or affirmation, which any Magistrate of II. If any person charged by the Commissioners as a
the County is hereby required and enjoined to administer, Non-Associator, shall, at the day of appeal, produce to the
without fee or reward, "That he will go to the place or Commissioners a certificate from the Commanding Officer of
places of abode of all and every person and persons residing any Battalion, Troop of Horse, or Company of Artillery,
within his Township, Borough, Ward, or District, and make that he has become an Associator in such Battalion, Troop,
a faithful and diligent inquiry of, and endeavour, by all other or Company, the Commissioners, or any two ol them, shall
lawful ways and means in his power, to procure a true and make an aHowance in favour of such person of three Shil-
exact account and list of the names and surnames of all male lings and six Pence for each of the days of exercise appoint-
white persons capable of bearing arms, who are between ed by this House, after such person became an Associator,
the ages of sixteen and fifty years, residing within his Town- on which he attended his Battalion, Troop, or Company, or
ship, Borough, 'Ward, or District, and will make a retum of has been fined for non-attendance.
such account or list (if an Assessor) to the Commissioners 12. If any person charged by the Commissioners as a
of the County, respectively, in which he resides, on or be- Non-Associator, shall die before the day of appeal, or if,
fore the twenty-fifth day of ]}lay next ensuing, or (if a per- before that day, an accommodation shall be made between
son appointed in the place of an Assessor) on or before the Great Britain and the Colonies of this Continent, and, in
1st day of June next ensuing." consequence thereof, the Military Association in this Pro-

5. Every Assessor, or other person appointed and acting vince shall be dissolved; in either of those cases, the Com-
in the place of an Assessor, as aforesaid, shall receive for his missioners, or any two of them, shall make an abatement
trouble in making out and returning such lists, the sum of in the assessment charged as aforesaid, of three Shillings and
four Shillings for every day he shall be employed in that six Pence for each of the days of exercise aforesaid, after
service. the death of such Non-Associator, or the dissolution of the

f}. If any dispute shall arise concerning the age of any Association.
Non-Associator, the same shall be determined before the 13. If any Non-Associator, or the Parent, Guardian,
Commissioners of the County, or any two of them, by oath Master, or Mistress of any Non-Assoeiator, between the
or affirmation of the person whose age is in question; which ages of sixteen and twenty-one years, or any other Non-
oath or affirmation the said Commissioners, or any of them, Associator, shall think him or herself aggrieved by the assess-
is hereby required to administer, or by any other proper evi- ment aforesaid, he or she may appeal to the Commissioners
denee. of the County whereiri he or she resides, who, or any two

7. The Captains of every Company are required and en- of them, shall meet together on the 10th day of October
joined, on or before the 15th day of June next ensuing, to next ensuing, and so, from day to day, as long as may be
deliver, under his hand, to the Colonel of the Battalion to necessary, and at such place or places as the Commissioners,
which he belongs, a copy of the Articles of Association, or any two of them, shall appoint; of which days and
signed by the Associators of his Company, therein mention- places of meeting they shall cause the Collectors to give



705 PE-NNSYL VANIA ASSEMBLY, APRIL, 1776. 70&

oue notice to the inhabitants, and then and there the said immediate security and protection, and to repel any hostile
CommissjonersJor fIny two of then~, shall hear such appeals att~cks which may be made upo~ them: for the due regu~
as'may be made to them, and may discharge such assessment, latlOg and governmg whereof,
or lower the same, as to them, on consideration of inability Resolved, That the following Rules and Artic1es be
of person or estate only, shall appear just and equitable. attended to, obeyed, and observed, by such Troops as are

14. The said Commissioners of the respective Counties, or may be raised, and in the pay of this Province:
or any two of them, within ten days after hearing and de- Artide 1. It is earnestly recommended to all officers and
termining the appeals made to them, shall rectify and adjust soldiers diligently to attend divine service; and all ot1lcers
the lists returned to them as aforesaid, and the assessments and soldiers who sha11behave indecently or irreverently at any
thereon, and deliver to the Treasurers of the respective place of divine worship, shall, if commissioned officers, be
Counties a true account of the sums total which every Col- brought before a Court-Martial, there to be publickly and
lector shall be charged with, in pursuance of these Resolves; severely reprimanded by the President; if non-commissioned
and shall cause their Clerks to make out and deliver fair officers or soldiers, every person so offending shall, for his

,

duplicates thereof to the respective Collectors of the Town- first offence, forfeit one-sixth of a dollar, to be deducted out
ships, Boroughs, "\Vards; and Districts within their respec- of his next pay; for the second offence, he shall not only
tive Counties, who shall collect the said sums, keeping exact forfeit a like sum, but be confined twenty-four hours; and fOl'
and separate accounts of the sums so charged on Non-Asso- every like offence, shall suffer and pay, in like manner; which
ciators, and shall pay the same into the hands of the respec- money, so forfi~ited, shall be applied to the use of the sick
tive County Treasurers, who shall pay the same into the soldiers of the troop or company to which the offender belongs.
hands of ft;[ichael Hillegas, Esquire, to be applied to the Article 2. Whatsoever non-commissioned officer or sol-
same purposes as the fines and penalties collected fi'om the dier shall use any profane oath or execration, shall incur the
Association are limited and directed. And all persons shall penalties expressed in the foregoing article; and if a com-

. be liable to the payment of the said sums, in the same man- missioned officer be thus guilty of profane cursing or swear-
ner, and the Collectors shall have the same powers, and shall ing, he shall forfeit and pay, for each and every offence, the
proceed in collecting and levying the said sums, and shan sum of fOlir shillings, lawful money.
be accountable in the same manner, as is directed by the Act Article 3. Any officer or soldier who shall behave himself
intituled "An Act for raising County Rates and Levies." with contempt or disrespect towards the Commander-in-Chief

15. The allowances to the Collectors of such assess- of the said forces, or shall speak false words tending to his
ments, and to the Treasurers, respectively, shall be the or their hurt or dishonour, shall be punished according to the
same with those appointed and directed in the collection of nature of his oftence, by the judgment of a General Court-
fines from Associators for non-attendance. Martial.

16. The Treasurers of the respective Counties, before Article 4. Any officer or soldier who shall begin, excite,
they enter on the duties hereby required of them, shall give cause, or join, in any mutiny or sedition in the regiment,
the like security, for the faithful discharge of their office, to troop, or company to which he belongs, or in any other re-
the Commissi.oners of their several Counties, that they are giment, troop, or company of the said forces, either by land
now Obliged by the laws of this Province to give for the due or sea, or in any party, post, detachment, or guard, on any
payment of Provincial Taxes. pretence whatsoever, shall suffer death, or such other punish-

17. All and every person and persons who are required ment as a General Court-Martial shan direct.
or enjoined by these Resolutions, or any of them, to discharge Article 5. Any ofJicer, non-commissioned officer, or sol-
or perform any of the offices or duties herein before-men- dier, who, being present at any mutiny of'"sedition, does not.
tioned, are hereby further earnestly and solemnly requil'ed use his utmost endearours to suppress the same, or, coming
and enjoined, with all diligence and fidelity, strenuously to to the knowledge of any mutiny, or intended mutiny, does
exert themselves in discharging and performing such offices not, without delay, give infon11ation thereof to the com-
and duties, and every part thereof, as they regard the fi'ee- manding officer, shall be punished by order of a General
dam, security, and happiness of their country. Court-Martial according to the nature of his offence.

Whereas a number of spirited Germans, and other foreign- Article 6. Any officer or soldier who shaIlstrike his
ers, not entitled to the privileges of freemen of this Province, superior officer, or draw, or offer to draw, or shall lift up
havc cheerfully associated in its defence, and shown a rcadi- any weapon, or ofter any violence against him, being in the
ness to expose their lives therefor, if necessary: execution of his office, on any pretence whatsoever, or shall

Resolr;cd, therefore, That every such person producing disobey any lawful commands of his superior officer, shall
a certificate, under the hand and seal of the commanding suffer such punishment as shall, according to the nature of
officer of any Battalion in the Military Association of this his offence, be ordered by the Sentence of a General Court-
Province, signifying that such person has signed the Articles Martial.
of the Association, and served pursuant thereto, and, in case Article 7. Any non-commissioned offi~er or soldier who
of an invasion or alarm, has, upon his own account, gone shan desert, or, without leave of his commanding officer,
forth into actual service, such person shall be, and is hereby, absent himself fix)ln the troop or company to which he be-
recommended to the special notice and encouragement of longs, or from any detachment of the same, shall, upon being
this and any future Asse11)bly, in order to his being put in the convicted thereof, be punished according to the nature oJ
same condition, and entitled to the same rights and privileges, his offence, at the discretion of a General Court-Martial.
as natural-born subjects within this Province now are. Article 8. "\Vhatsoever officer or soldier shall be convict-

Upon motion, Resolved, That the Committee of Safety e? of having advised or persuade? any other officer or sol-

procure a sufficient number of complete copies of the" Rules dler to desert, shall suffer such pUlllshment as ,shall be order-
and Regulations for the better government of the Military As- ed by ~he sentence of a General ~ourt-MartJaI.
sociation in Pennsylvania," "The Articles of the said Asso- Arttcle 9. Any officer or soldIer who shall desert to the

ciation," and the" Resolutions directing the mode oflevying enemy, a~d afterwards be taken, shall suff~r death, ?r such
Taxes on Non-Associators in Pennsylvania," as amended other ~ul1lshment as a, General Court-l\'Iar~I~1 shall du'ect.
at this sitting, to be immediately printed in the English and Artlcle 10. All ofhcers, of what condltlQn soever, ~hall

German' lan<Yuaaes and transmitted to the Commandin<T have power to part and quell all quarrels, fl'ays, and disor-
Officers of th~ s:ve:al Battalions and to the Commissioners del's, though the persons concerned should belong to another-
of the several Counties in this P~ovince. regiment, troop, or co~p~ny, and either orde~ officers to b(7
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any cbal1enge, sha11 be deemed as a principal; and whatso-
"Cver officer 01' soldier shaH upbraid another for refusing a
d1allenge, sha.ll also be considered as a challenger; and all
'such offr>tJ{krs,in any of these, or such like cases, shall be
'punished at the disc;etion of a General Court-l\Iartial.

Article] 2. Every officer commanding in quart8rs, or on
a march, shall keep good order, and, to the utmost of his
power, redress all sllch abuses or disorders as may be com-
mitted by any officer or soldier under his command. If,
upon any complaint being made to him of officers or soldiers
beating, or otherwise ill-treating any person, or of committing
any kind of riot, to the disquieting of the inhabitants of this
Contin,'nt, Jw, the said commander, who ;:hall refi15eor omit
to see justice done on the offender or offenders, and repara-
tion marIe to tho party or parties injured, as far as the
oilimrIer's wages shall enable him or them, shaH, upon due
proof thereof, be punished as ordered by a General Court-
Martial, in such manner as if he himself had committed the
crimes or disorders complained of.

Article 13. If any officer shall think himself wronged by
hi" Coloncl, or the commanding officer of the regiment, and
shall, upon due application made to him, be refused to be
r~)dres~("d, he may complain to the Commander-in-Chief of
t110said forces, in order to obtain justice, who is hereby re-
quired to examine into said complaint and see that justice
be done.

Article 14. If any inferior officer or soldier shall think
hil1lc,elfwronged by his Captain or other officer command-
ing the troop or company to which he belongs, he is to com-
plain thereof to the commanding officer of the regiment,
who i.'ihereby re{luired to summon a Regimental Court-Mar-
tial for the doing justice to the complainant; from which
Regimental Court-Martial, either party may, if he thinks
himself still aggrieved, appeal to a General Court-Martial;
hut if, upon a second hO<lring, the appeal shall appear to be
vcxatj{:L1s and groundless, the person so appealing shall be
pnnislwcl at the discretion of the General Court-l\Iartial.

Article 15. All publick stores taken in the enemy's camp
or magazines, whether of artillery, ammunition, clothing, or
provisions, shall 'be secured for the use of this Province.
And all commissioned officers found guilty, by a General
Court-Martial, of cmbezzling the same, or any of them, shall
forf{)it aJl his puy, be ipso facto cashiered, and deemed unfit
fi)J' further service as n:n officer. And an non-commissioncd
ofricers and soldiers convicted be[,))'e a Hegimental Court-
Martial of stealing or embezzling the same, if a non-com-
missioned ofiicer, shan be reduced to the ranks, and punish-
ed with whipping, not less than fifteen nor more than tbirty-
nine lashes, at the discretion of the Court-xlart;al; if a pri-
vate soldier, with the same punishment.

Article ](). 1Vhatsocver non-commissioned officer or sol-
dier shaH be convicted, at a Regimenta] Court-Martial, of
having sold, or designedly, or throngh neglect, wasted the
ammunition, arms, or provisions, or other military stores,
delivered out to him to be employed in the sc'rvice of this
Province, shall, if an officer, be reduced to a private senti-
nel; and if a private soldier, shall suffi)r such punishment
as shan be ordercd by a Regimental Court-Martial.

Article 17. All commissioned officers found guilty by a
General Court-Martial of any fraud or embezz]cment, shall
forfi)it all his pay, be ipso facto cashicr:od, and deemed unfit
for filrther service as an officer.

Article] 8. All non-commissioned officers and soldiers
convicted before a Regimental Court-Martial of stealing,
embezzling, or destroying ammunition, provisions, tools, or
anything be]onging to the publick storcs,-if a non-commis-
sioned officer, \0 be reduced to the ranks, and punished with
whipping, not less than fifteen nor more than thirty-nine
lashes, at the discl;etion of the Court-Martial; if a private
soldier, with the same corporal punishment.

Article 19. All non-commissionecl officers and soldiers
who shall be found one mile li'om the camp, "vithout leave
in writing fi'om thE'ir commanding officer, shall suffer ~uch
punishment as shall be inflicted on him, or them, by the sen-
tence of a Regimental Court-Martial.

Article 20. Every non-commissioned officer and soldier
shall retire to his quarters or tent at the beating of the re-
treat; in default of which, he shaU be punished, according
to the nature of his offence, by order of the commanding
offieer. _

Article 21. No officer or soldier shall lie OlJtof his quar-

tel'S, or camp, without leave fi'om the commanding ofllcer of
the regiment, upon prnalty, if an officer, of being mulcted
one month's pay for the first offence, and cashiered for the
second; if a non-commissioned officer, or soliclier, of heinl~
confined seven days on bread :md water for the first offence,
and the same punishment, and a forfeiture of a week's pay
for the second.

Art£cle 22. No officer, non-commissioned officer, or sol-
dier, shaH fail of repairing at the time fixed to the place of
parade or exercise, or other rcndezvous appointed by the
commanding officer, if not prevented hy sickness, or sorno
other evident necessity, or shall go fi'om the said place of ren-
dezvom, or from his guard, without leave from 1115command-
ing officer, before he shall be regularly dismissed or relieved,
on penalty of being punished according to the naturc of hi:,
offimce, by the sentence of a Regimental Court-Martial.

Article 23. Whatsoever commissioned officer shall be
f(x1IId drunk on his guard, party, or other duty under arms,
shall be cashiered with infamy; any non-commissioned om-
eel' or soldier so offending, shall be sentenced to be wbipped
not less than twenty nor more than thirty-nine lashes, ac-
cording to the natUre of the offence.

Article 24. Whatsoever officer or soldier, placed as a
sentinel, shall be found sleeping upon his post, or shalllcavn
it before he shall be regularly rclicved,-if a commissioned
offic€l', shall be cashiered with infamy; if a non-commission..
cd officer 01' soldier, shaH be sentenced to be whipped, \lot
less than twenty, nor more than thirty-nine lashes, according
to the nature of the offence.

Article 25. Any person belonging to the said troops,
who, by discharging of firc-arms, b(~ating of drums, or by
any other means wbatsoever, shaH occasion fi1lse alarms in
camp or quarters, shall ~;nfE'r such punishmcnt as shall bo
ordered by the sentence of a General Court-Martial.

Article '26. Any o/Ticer or soldier, who, without urgent
necessity, or withont leave of his superior ollicer, shall (lu:t
his pbtoon or division, shall be punished accorcling to the
nature of his oftcnce, by the sentence of a Regimental
Court-'Martial.

Article 2'7. If any offieer or soldier shan leave his post or
colours in time of an engagement, to go in search of plunder,

.

he shall, if a commissioned officer, be cashiered with infamy,
and forfeit all share of plunder; if a non-commissioned olli-
ccr or soldier, be whipped, not less than t'.'lenty, nor more
than thirty-nine lashes, ac(~ording to the nature of the ofl(~l1ce,
and forfeit all ~,hal'<~of plunder taken from tbe enemy.

Article 28. No officer or soldier shall do violence, or offer
any insult, or abuse, to any permn who shall bring provisions
or other necessaries to the camp or quartprs of the forces of
tlli" Province; any ofIicer or soldier so offimdin!Tshall, upon
complaint being made to the commanding ofiice~, sutler such
punishment as shall be ordered by a Regimental Court-Mar-
tial.

Article 29. 'Whatsoever officer or soldier shall misbehave
himsel.f before the enemy, or shamefully abandon any post
committed to hj~ charge, or shall sp?ak ,,'ords inducing
othcrs !o do the bke, shall suffer death llTImediately.

Article 30. In all cases where a commissiofl(~d omoer is
cashiered for cowardice or fraud, it be added in the punish-
ment, that the crime, name, and place of abode, and pu-
nishment of the ddinqucnt be published in the newspapers
of this Province; after \vhich it shall be deemed scanda-
lous in any officer to associate with him.

Article 31. Any porson belonging to the said troops,
who shall make known the watchword to any person who
is not entitled to receive it, according to the rules and dis..
cipline of war, or shall presume to give a parole or watch..
word different from what he received, shalJ sllfler death or
such other punishment as shall be ordered by the sente;1ce
of a General Court-1Vlartial.

Article 32. All persons convicted of holding a treaehc--
rous co(r~spondenee with, 01'giving int~lJigence t; the e~el1JY,
shall suffer death, or sueh other pUlllshment as a General
Court-Martial shall think proper.

A;ticle 33. Wh?soever, bl'longin&, to the troops of this
ProV1n~c.' shall relieve tl1: enemy with money, victuals, or
ammUllltlOn, or shalll.mowmgly harbour or protect an enemy,
shall suffer sllch pumshment as by a General Court-Martial
shall be ordered.

Article 34. If any commander of any post, intrench..
ment, or fortress, shall be compelled by the officers or sol..
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(1iers under his command to gi\.c it up to the enemy, or
to abandon it, the commissioned officer, non~commissioncd
officers, or soldiers, who shaH be convicted of having so
offended, shall suftcr death, or such othcl' punishment as
may be inflicted upon them by the sentence of a General
Court-Martial.

Article 35. All officers and soldiers who shall wilfully,
or through negligence, disobey any general er spceial orders,
shall be punished at the discretion of a Regimental Court-
Martial, where the offence is against a Regimental order;
and at the discretion of a General Court-Martial, where the
oftence is against an order given from the Commander-in-
Chief, or the command()r of any detachment or post, and
such General Court-Martial can be had.

Article 36. All suders, and retailers to a camp, and all
persons whatsoever, serving with the said troops in the field,
though not inlisted soldiers, are to be subject to these arti-
cles, rules and regulations.

Artick 31. No General Court-Martial shall consist of a
less number than thirteen, none of whom shall be under the
degree of a commissioned officer, and the President shall be
a Field-Officer; and the President of each and eyery Court-
Martial, whether General or Regimental, shall have power
to administer an oath to every witness, in order to the trial
of offenders. And the members of all Courts-Martial sball
be duly sworn by the President; and the next in rank on the
Court-Martial shall administer the oath to the President.

Article :38. The members, both of General and Regi-
mental Courts-Martial, shall, when belonging to different
corps, take the same' rank which they hold in the Army;
but when Courts-Martial shall be composed of officers of
one corps, they shall take their ranks according to their com-
missions by which they are mustered in the said corps.

Article 39. AU the members of a Court-Martial are to be-
have with calmness, decency, and impartiality; and in giving
of their votes, arc to begin with the youngest or lowest in
commission.

Article 4Q. No Field-Officer shall be tried by any per-
son under the degree of a Captain; nor shall any proceed-
ings or trials be canied on, excepting between the hours of
eight in the morning and three in the afternoon; except In
cases which reqnire an immediate example.

Article 41. The commissioned officers of every regiment
may, by the appointment of their Colonel, or commanding
officer, hold Regimental Court5-Martial for tbe inquiring
into such disput"s or crii1'1inalmatters as may come before
them, and for the inflicting corpora] punishments for small
oftences, and shall give judgment by the majority of voices;
but no sentence shall be cxceutcd till the commanding offi-
.c('r (not being a mernb(~r of the Conrt-lVTurtial) shall bave
confirmed the same.

Article 4;2. No Regimental COUlt-Martial shaH consist
of less than five officers, excepting in cases where that num-
Ler cannot be conveniently assembled, when three may be
suilicient, who arc likewise to determine upon the sentence
by the majority of voices; which sentence is to he confirmed
by the CO\11Inanding ofllccr, not bcing a member of the
Court-l\Iartial.

Article 43. Every oilicer commanding in any fort, castle,
barrack, or elsewhere, whC're the corps under his command
consists of detachments from different regiments, or of inde-
pendent companies, may assemble Courts-Martial for the
trial of offenders, in the same manner as if tlwy were Regi-
mental; whose sentence is not to be executed till it shall be
confirmed by the commanding olTicer.

Article 14. No person whatsocver shall use menacing
words, signs, or gcstures, in the presence of a Court-Martial
then sitting, or shall cause any disorder or riot, so as to dis-
turb their proceedings, on the penalty of being punished at
the discretion of the said Court-Martial.

Article 45. To the end that offenders may be bl"Ol!"ht to
justice, whenever any officer or soldier shall commit a ~rime
descrvin" punishment, he shall, by his comm'mding oiEcer,
if an offi~er, be put in arrest; if a lion-commissioned officer
or soldier, be imprisoned tiH he shall be eitber tried by a
Court-Martial, or shall be lawfully discharged by proper
authority.

Artide 46. No officer 0,1' soldier who shall be put in
alTest or imprisonment, shall continue in his confinement
more than eight days, or tiJl such time as a Court-Martial
can be conveniently assembkd.

Article 47. No officer commanding a guard, or provost-.
marshal, shall refuse to receive, or keep, any prisoner com--
mitted to his charge by an officer belonging to the said
forces; which officer shall, at the same time, deliver :m
account, in writing, signed by himself, of the crime '"ith
which the said prisoner is charged.

Article 48. No officer commanding a guard, or provost-
marshal, shall presume' to release any prisoner committed to
his charge without proper authority for so doing; nor shall
he suffer any prisoner to esca'pe, on the penalty of being
punished for it by the sentence of a General Court-Martial.

Al.t£cle 49. Every officer, or provost-marshal, to .whose
charge prisoners shall be committed, is hereby reGuir(~d,
within twenty-four hours after such commitment, or as soon
as he shall be relieved fi'om his guard, to give, in writing, to
the Colonel of the Hegiment to whom the prisoner belongs,
(where the prisoncr is confined upon the guard belonging to
die said Regiment, and that his offence only relates to the
neglect of duty in his own corps,) or to the Commander-in-
Chief, their names, crimes, and the names of the omerrs
whu committed them, on the penalty of being punished ujr
his disobedience or neglect, at the discretion of a General
Court-Martial.

Article 50. And if any officer under an arrest shall leave
his confinement before he is set at liberty by the officer who
confined him, or by a superior power, he shall be cashiered
for it.

Artide 51. .Whatsoever commissioned officer shall he
convicted before a General Court-Martial of behaving in a
s.candalous, infamous manner-such as is unbecoming the
character of an officer and a gentleman-shaH be discharged
fi-om the service.

Article 52. All ofIicers, conductors, gunners, matrosses,
drivers, or any other persons whatsoever, receiving payor
hire in the service of the Artillery of this Province, shaH be
governed by the aforesaid rules and articles; and shall be
subject to be tried by Courts-Martial in like manner \\ ith
the officers and soldiers of the Provincial Troops.

Art1{;le 53. For differences arising amongst tlJPmselves,
or in matters relating solely to their O\vn corps, the Courts-
Martial may be composed of their own ofticer;;; but where
a sufficient number of such officcrs cannot be assembled, or
in matters wherein other corps are illtt;rested, the offieC'l'sof
Artillery shan sit in Courts-::\lart.ial with the officers of ~he
other corps.

Article 54. All crimes not capital, and a1l disorders and
neglects \vhich of1icers and soldic,rs may be guilty of, to the
prejudice of good onkr and military discipJille, tbough not
rn8~ltio!led in the artides of war, are to be taken cognizance
of by a General or Regimental Court-Martial, according to
the nattIre and degrce of the otftmce, and to be punished at
their discretion.

Article 55. That no persons shall be sentenced by a
Court-:~Tmtial to suffer death, except in the cases expressly
mentioned in the foregoing articles; nor shall any punish-
ment be inflicted at the discretion of a Court-Martial other
than degrading, cashiering, drumming out of the Army,
whipping not exceeding thirty-nine lashes; fine not exceed-
ing two months' pay of the offi~nder; imprisonment not ex-
cecdin" one month.

Article 56. The Field-Officers of each and every Regi-
ment are to appoint some suitable person belonging to such
Hegiment to receiye all such fines as may arise within tbe
same for any breach of any of the foregoing articles; and
$hall dircet the same to be carefully and properly applied
to the relief of such siek wounded, or necessitous soldiers as
belong to sllch Regiment; and such person shall aCCOUnt
with such otTicer for all fines receiyed, and the application
thereof.

Article 51. All mcmbcrs sitting in Courts-~lartial shall
be sworn, or affirmed, by the President of said courts; which
President shall himsdf be sworn, or affirmed, by the officer
in said court !J('xt in Tank. The oath, or affirmation, to be
administered previous to their proceeding to the trial orany
offender, in form following, viz: "You, A B, do swear, (or
alTirm,) that you will \vell and truly try, and impartially de-
termine, the cause of tbe prisoner now to be tried, accord in"
to the rules for regulating the troops of this Province." ..

t>

Article 58. All persons called to give evidence in any
case before a Court-Martial, who shall ref me to give evi-
dence, sh,\l\ be punished for sllch refusal at the discretion 'of

.
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such Court-Martial. The oath, or affirmation, to be admi-
nistered in the following fonn, viz: "Y OLlswear, or affirm,
the evidence you shall give in the case now in hcaring shall
:be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth."

Article 59. Every officer commanding a regiment, troop,
'Or company, shall, upon notice given to him by the Com-
missary of the Musters, or from one of his deputies, assem-
ble the regiment, troop, or company, under his command,
in the next convenient pJace for their being mustered, on
pena1ty of his being cashiered and mu1cted of his pay.

Artich~ 60. E\'cry Colonel, or other Field-Officer, or offi-
Cer commanding any corps to which there is no Fie1d-Offi-
ICeI', and actua]]y residing with it, may give filrJoughs to
Tlon-cot1n:nissianeu officers and soldiers in such numbers, and
for so ]ong a time, as he sha]] judge to be most consistent
with the good of the service; but no non-commissioned offi-
cer or soldier shaH, by leave of his Captain, or inferior offi-
cer commanding the troop, or company, (his Field-Officer
not being present,) be absent above twenty days in six
months; nor shaH more than two private-men be absent
at the same time from their troop, or company, except-
ing some extraordinary occasion shaH require it; of which
occasion the Field-Officer present with, and commanding
thc regiment, or independent corps, is to be judge.

Article 61. At every muster, the commanding officer of
each regiment, troop, or company, there present, shall give
to the Mustermaster certificates, signed by himself, signifying
how long such officers, non-commissioned officers, and sol-
diers, who shaH not appear at the said muster, have been
absent, and the rt~ason of their absence; which reasons, and
the time of absence, sha]] be inserted in the muster-rolls op-
posite to the names of such absentees; and the Surgeons, or
their Mates, shaH, at the same time, give to the Mustermas-
tel' a certificate, signed by them, signifying the state of
health, or sicknegg, of th03e under their care; and the said
certificates shall, together with the muster-rolls, be, by the
said l\1l1stermaster, transmitted to the Commander-in-Chief
of said troops, and to this or any future Assembly, or, in
their recess, to the Committee of Safety, at least once a
month; on failure whereof, the Musternmster so offending
shall be discharged fi'om the service.

Article 62. Every officer who shall be convicted before
a General Court-Martial of having signed a false certificate
relating to the absence of either officer, non-commissioned
officer, or private soldier; and every Surgeon, or Mate, con-
victed of signing a false certificate relating to the health, or
sickness of those under his care, shaB be cashiered.

Article 63. Every officer who shan, knowingly, make a
false muster of man or horse, and every officer or Commis-
sary who shall willingly sign, direct, or allow, the signing of
the muster-roBs wherein such false muster is contained,
shall, upon proof made thereof, by two witnesses, before a
General Court-Martial, be cashiered, and, moreover, forfeit
all such pay as may be due to him at the time of conviction
of slIch offimce.

Article 64. Any Commissary who shall be convicted of
having taken any gift, or gratuity, on the mustering any re-
giment, troop, or company, or on the signing the muster-
rolls, shall be displaced fr'om his office, and forfeit his pay,
as in the prec~ding article. .

Article 65. Any officerwho shall presume to muster any
person as a soldiel' who is, at other times, accustomed to
wear a livery, or who does not actually do his duty as a
soldier, shall be deemed guilty of having made a false mus-
ter, and shaH suffer according]y.

Article 66. Every officer who shaH, knowingly, make a
:fi11sereturn to the Commander-in-Chief of the said forces,
or to any superior officer authorized to caH for such returns,
of the state of the regiment, troop, independent company,
or garrison, under his command, or of arms, ammunition,
clothing, or other stores thereunto belonging, shaH, by a
Court-Martial, be cashiered.

Article 67. The commanding officer of every regiment,
troop, independent company, or garrison, in the service
aforesaid, shaH, in the beginning of every month, remit to
the Commander-in-Chief of said forces an exact return of
the state of tbe regiment, troop, independent company, or
garrison,un<ier his. command, specifying the names of the
,otUcersnot then residing at their posts, and the reason for,
.ami time of, their a.]jsence. Whoever shall be convicted of
'having, through neglect or design, omitted sending such re-
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turns, shaB be punished, according to the nature of his
crime, by the judgment of a General Court-Martial.

Article 68. No Sutler shall be permitted to sell any kind
of liquors or victuals, or to keep their houses or shops open
for the entertainment of soldiers; after nine at night, or before
the beating of the reveille, or upon Sundays during divine
service or sermon, on the penalty of being dismissed from
aH future sutt1in~.

Article 69. AH officers commanding in the camp, or in
any forts, barracks, or garrisons, are hereby required to see
that the persons permitted to suttJe shan supply the soldiers
with good and wholesome provisions at a reasonable price,
as they shaH be answerable for their neglect.

Artick 70. No officers c()mmanding in any camp, garri-
sons, forts, or barracks, shall either tlwmselves exact exor-
bitant prices for houses or stans let out tQ Suders, or shall
connive at the like exactions in others; nor lay any duty or
impositions upon, or be interested in, the saTe of such vic-
tuals, liquors, or other necessaries of Jifc, wllich are brought
into the camp, garrison, fort, or barracks, for tne use of the
soldiers, on the penalty of being discharged from the service.

Article 71. That the Commander-in-Chief of said. troops,
for the time being, shall have full power of pardonin~, or
mitigating, any of the punishments ordered to be inflIcted
for any of the offences mentioned in the foregoiPIL articles;
and every offender, convicted as aforesaid by any li.egimen-
tal Court-Martial, may be pardoned, or have his punishment
mitigated by the officer commanding the regiment.

Article 72. When any commissioned officer shan hap-
pen to die, or be killed in the service of this Province, the
Major of the regiment, or the officer doing the Major's duty
in his absence, shaH immediately secure all his effects or
equipage then in camp or quarters; and shall, before the next
Regimental Court-Martial, make an inventory thereof, and
forthwith transmit the same to the Clerk of the Assembly of
this Province, to the end that his executors or administrators
may, after payment of hi~:debts in quarters, and interment)
receivethe overplus,if any be, to his at their use. .. .

Article 73. 'When any non-commissioned officer or pri-
vate soldier shall happen to die, or be ki1led in the s-ervice
of this Province, the then commanding officer of the troop
or company shall, in the presence of two other commissIoned
officers, take an account of whatever effects he dies pos-
sessed of, and transmit the same, as in the case above pro-
vided for, in order that the same may be secumd for and
paid to their respective representatives.

Article 74. AU officers and soldiers, of every battalion,
troop, or company, in the forces raised in this Province,
when joined to and in service with the Continental Troops,
shall be subject to the Rules and Articles made by the ho-
nourable C~ngress for the government of saiJ troops.

Upon motion, Resolved, That every Officer in the Troops
now raising for the service of this Province, shalT, at tflc
time he shaH receive his Commission, before some Justice of
the Peace, take an oath, or affirmation, ih the following
words, to wit:

"I, A B, hereby subjecting- myse1f to such rules and
articles as are or shall be made or directed by the Assem'-
bly of Pennsylvam'a, for regulating and goveming the troops
ordered to he raised by them, do solemnly. . . . . that I
will well and truly execute the office mentioned in my com-
mission, according to the best of my ability; that I will
faithfully obey the present and any Assembly of this CoJo-
ny, and, in their recess, any Committee of Safety by them
appointed for the time being, and, in pursuance of their di-
rection and command, sllch officers as are or shan be placed
in authority over me; that I wiJI, to the utmost of my
power, defend the rights and liberties of this Province, and
of America in general, and wi\] oppose and resist any force or
enemies that shall act or be employed against them; and that
I will disband and lay down my arms whenever I shan be
ordered so to do by the Assembly of this Colony, or, in their
recess, by such Committee of Safety. So help me God."

A Certificate whereof shaH be endorsed on the Commis-
sions of the said Officers, by the Magisttatesadministering
the same.

Resolved, That every Officer already appointed, commis-
sioned, and in the pay of this Province, shall, on or beu)fe
the first day of ~Maynext, take the Oath or Affirmation afore-
said, a Certificate of which shaU be en(forsed. and certified
on the back of the Commission of such Officer.
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Resolved, That any Officer neglecting or refu~ing !o take
the said Oath or Affirmation, shall be ipso facto cashIered.

Resolved, That the Justices of the Peace to whom appli-
cation shall be made to administer the Oaths or Affirmations
to Officers and Soldiers in the service of this Province, shall
administer and certify the same without fee or reward.

Upon motion, the Petition of Messrs. Owen Biddle and
Benjamin Rush was again read; and, after some debate, re-
felTed to the Committee of Accounts.

Upon motion, Resolved, That a ration for the Pennsyl-
vania Forces shall consist of one pound of Beel: or three-
quarters of a pound of Pork, or one pound of Mutton, per
man per day; one pound of FJour or Bread per man per
day; three pints of Peas or Beans, at six Shillings per
bushel, per man per week, or vegetables equivalent thereto;
half a pint of Rice, or one pound of lndicm Meal, per man
per week; one pint of Milk per man per day; one quart
of small Beer per man per day, or nine gallons of Molas-
ses for one hundred men per week; one gill of Vinegar per
man per week; three pounds of Candles for one hundred
men per week, for Guards; twenty-four pounds of soft or
eight pounds of hard Soap, for one hundred men per week.

Upon motion, Resolved, That George Ross, Esq., of the
County of Lancaster, be, and he is hereby, appointed Judge
of the Court of Admiralty lately instituted in this Province,
pursuant to die recommendation of the honourable Conti-
nental Congress.

ResQlved, That the Marshal of the said Court of Admi-
ralty,. directed to be appointed by the Committee of Safe-
ty, shan receive his commission from the Speaker of this
House.

The Committee appointed to inquire who first introduced
in this Province the Spinning Machine claimed by Christo-
plwl' Tltlly and Joseph lIa.!,'11R,reported, "That, upon ex-
amination, they find the said machine was made and used
in this Province by both the persons above named nearly at
the same time, but unknown to each other; and that the
Committee think they are therefore alike deserving of re-
ward from the publick, the machine being really useful, as
it despatches business much faster than the common spin-
ning-whee!."

.

The House adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday, April 6, 1776.

~ The House resumed the consideration of the Report of
the Committee appointed to essay a draft of Resolutions di-
recting the mode of disarming. disa~ecte~ perso~s, and p,ro-
curinO" the Arms of Non-Assoclators III tins ProvIl1ce; winch
bein{]""'O"onethrough, and after some alterations agreed to, was
tran;cribed by order, and is as folIows, viz:

Whereas the honourable the Continental Congress did
lately recommend to .the several Assemblies, ConvenTti?ns,
Councils, andComnnttees of Safety of the several Lnlted
Colonies, to cause all persons to be disarmed within their
respective Colonies who are notoriously disaffected to the
causc of America, or who have not associated, and refuse to
associate, for the defence of these Colonies, by Arms, against
the hostile attempts of the British Fleets and "\rmies; and
such Arms, having been duly appraised, to be applied to the
arming the Continental Troops raised in this Colony, the
Troops raised in its own special defence, and the residue for
the use of the Associators; the said appraisement to be paid
by the ConO"ress, Assemblies, Conventions, and Committees
of Safety, r~spective]y, as the said Arms should be appro-
priated :

And by a further Resolve it was declared, that the ap-
praisement of the Arms of disaffected persons, so taken as
above should not be paid unless for such Arms as were fit

~for th~ use of the Troops, or could b~ conveniently made
so; but that all defective Arms should be safely kept by
the Assemblies, Conventions, Councils, and Committees of
Safety, to be delivered to the owners when the Congress
should direct:

The House, taking into consideration the said recommen-
dations, and the very great difficulty of procLlri~g Arms to
put into the hands of Continental and Provjnclal Troops,
and the Associators within this Province, for the defence of
the liberties of America,

Therefore Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended
by this House to aU \vell-affi~cted Non-Associators who are

possessed of good Arms, to deliver them to the Collectors
hereafter directed to be chosen, as they regard the freedom,
safety, and prosperity of their country.

Resolved, That the Freeholders and Freemen of every
Township, Borough, 'Vard, and District, within this Pro-
vince, qualified to vote for Members of A~sembly, shal.l r~-
spectively meet toget~er at some convement place,

.

wl!hm
their several Townships, Boroughs, Wards, and Dlstncts,
on the 25th day of this month, and then alJ,c!there choose,
by ballot, three persons for ColJectoJ.s of Arms; which per-
sons, so chosen, shall meet the persons chosen by t~Ie !lext
two adjoining Townships, Boroughs, Wards, or Dlstncts;
and the said persons, or a majority of them, shaH collect
and receive all such Arms of Non-Associators as are lit for
use, or can be conveniently made so, within their respec-
tive Townships, Boroughs, Wards, and Dist:icts, and sl~all
appraise, or cause the said Arms to be appraIsed, accordlllg
to the true and real value, which they shall pay tQ tbe
owners, and then shall deposite the said Arms in some dry,
safe, and convenient place, in the several Townships, Bo-
roughs, Wards, and Districts, subject to the orders of As-
sembly, or, in their recess, of the Committee of Safety.

Resolved, That the said persons so chosen, or a ~majority
of them, shall disarm all disaffected persons before described,
and shall appraise, or cause the Arms taken from them to
be appraised as aforesaid; and shall pay to the owners the
value of such Arms as are lit for use, or that can be conye-
nient]y made so, depositing all the Arms in the mann~r
before-mentioned.

Resolved, That if any Townships, Boroughs, Wards, or
Districts, shall neglect or l'enlse to choose such persons as
aforesaid; or if the persons so chosen shall neglect or refuse to
perform the duties hereby required of tl Iem-in such case, the
Committee of Inspection and Observation, in each County
respectively, shall immediately proceed to caITYthe foregoing
recommendation of Congress effectually into execution.

Resolved, That the persQns so choseu shall immediately
make returns of all Arms {it for use, or that can conveni-
ently be made so, which they shall take, colJ~ct, or .receive,
with the value thereof, to the A,ssembly, or 111the1r recess
to the Committee of Safety, who may draw orders fQr the
amount thereof, in favour of such persons, on Michael JIil-
leCl'as,Esq., Treasurer, who is hereby required to pay the
sabme out of tbe moneys directed to be emitted by this'
House.

The Honse adjourned to three o'clock, P. M.

Post Meridian.

Upon motion, Resolved, That an Agent be appointed to
provide necessary Clothing and Accoutrements for the Troops
ordered to be raised for the service of this Province, the ex-
pense to be deducted out of the pay of such Troops ; that sllch
Agent be allowed two and a ha]f per cent. for bis trouble,
and that he make no other profit or emolument whatever,
by contracts with the tradesmen he may employ, or in any
other manner whatsoever.

Resolved, Tbat 1Ylatthias Slough, of Lancaster, Esq.,
be, and he is hereby, appointed Agent for the purpose afore-
said.

Resolved, That the said Agent supply every Private, in
pay of this Province, with a good Blanket, at the expense
of the Province.

Resolt'ed That the Committee of Safety may draw orders
on Jl1ichaez'IIillegas, Esq., Treasurer, in favour of the said
~Matthias Slough, for such sums of money as they, from
time to time, shall judge necessary.

Upon motion,. Ordered, That Mr. Hillegas, J\f~. Par-
ker, and Mr. Rzttenhouse, be added to the CommIttee of
Safety.

Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Reed he add~d to th;o
Committee appointed to revise and COITert the Mmutes Qf
this House, previous to the publication thereof.

The House, taking into consideration that the publi~k
service will require the issuing a further sum of Money m
Bills of Credit before the time of their next meeting,

Resolved, That the sum of eighty-five thousand Pounds
be forthwith struck in Bills of Credit, for answering the pre-
sent exiO"encies of this Province.

Orde~ed, That Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Ilillegas, Mr. Reed,
and Mr. Rittenhouse, be a Committee to prepare aud bring
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ina draft of Resolves for striking the said eighty-five thou-
sand Pounds in Bins of Credit.

The Committee for Battalion expenses reporting to the
House that Captain Josiah Hart, in pursuance of the order
to the Sergeant-at-Arms, had attended the Committee, and
paid all the expenses incurred by his late misconduct,

Ordered, That the said lIart be dismissed, without ap-
pearing at the bar of the House.

Upon motion, Ordered, That the seH'ral Petitions from
a number of the inhab:tants of the City of Philadelphia, re-
lative to the setting Ncg~o Slaves at liberty, be referred to
further consideration at the next meeting of the House.

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in Re-
solves for striking tIle sUm of eighty-five thousand Poun-ds
in Bills of Credit, reported a draft for that purpose; whieh
being considered and agreed to, was transcribed, and is as
foUows,viz:

.

Resolved, That Bills of Credit, to tlw value of eighty-
five thousand Pounds, slla]], on or before the 20th day of
J1fay IJext, be prepared and printed on good strong paper,
under the care and direction of G'eorge G'ray, Joseph Par-
ker, TFilliam Rodman, and Isaac Pearson, Esquires, or any
three of them, the charge of which sha1l bl' defrayed out of
the Bins hereby to be emitted; which BiBs shal1 be made
and prepared in the manner and form fo1lowing, viz :

. . . . . . according to the Resolves of the Assembly of
Pennsylvania of the 6th day of April, in the sixteenth year
of the reign of his Majesty G'eorge the Third: Dated at
Philade~}h£a, the 25th day of April, Anno Dorn£ni 1776.

And the said Bill~ shall have sueh like oscutcbeons and de-
vices JlSthe said G'eorge Gray, Joseph Parker, William Rod-
man, and Isaac Pearson, or any three of .them sha1l think
proper; each of which Bi1lsshall be of the several and
respective denominations following, and no other, viz:

54,545 of the same biBs of the sum of three Pence.
54,546 of the same bil1s of the sum of f(>urPence.
54,546 of tbe same bills of the sum of six Pence.
54,545 of the same bills of the sum of nine Pence.
28,572 of the same bills of tbe sum of one ShiJJing.
28,571 of the same biUs of tbe sum of one Shi1ling and

six Pence.
28,572 of the same bills of the sum of two Shillings.
28,571 of the same bills of the sum of two Shillings and

six Pence.
.

14,000 of the same bilJs of the sum of ten Shillings. '
14,000 of the same bi1ls of the sum of twenty Shi1lings.
14,000 of the same Lills of the sum of thirty Shi1lings.
14,000 of the same biBs of the sum of forty Shil1ings.

And the said G'corgc Gray, Joseph Parker, PVilliam Rod-
'/11l1n,and Isaac Pearson, or any three of the111, shall use
their best care, attention, and diligence during the printing
of the said Bills, tbat the number and amount thereof ac-
cording to the re3pcctive denominations aforesaid, he not ex-
ceeded, nor any clandestine or fraudulent practice be used
by the Printer, his Servants, or others concerned therein.

Rc.~olved, That, for perfecting the said Bins, an and every
of them under the denomination of oDe Shilling, shan be
signed by one of the persons hereafter named: a]] and
overy of them of the denomination of one ShiJling to half a
Crown, inclusive, shall be signed by two of the persons
hereafter named; and an the rest of the said Bins shaU be
signed by three of the persons hereafter named; that is to
say, Benjamin Belte1"ton, TFilliam Smith, Broker, Joseph
Redman, William Crispin, Wi.lliam Kenly, William Cl~ffton,
Josiah Hewes, Andrew Tybont, George Douglass,. Charles
JJ/oore, Thomas 1I-[00re, Abel Ewn.~, Petcr Thompson,
Samuel Cadwallader 11-10rris , Comelius Bames, ,,~ketchly
JJlorton, Elisha Price, and Hugh Lloyd, Gentlemen, who
arc hereby nominated and appointed to be signers of the said.
Bills, and shan, before they receive or sign any of the said
Bills, take an oath or afIil1nation to the fol1owing etTect, yiz:

"ThaUhey shan weU and truly sign and number all the
Bins of Credit that shall come to the-ir hands for that
purpose ; and the same, when so signed and numbered,
will dcliy~r, or cause to be delivered, to the said G'eorge
G'ray, JO$eph Parker, William Rodman, and Isaac Pear-
son, or any three of them."

Resolvp,d, That, for avoiding the danger of embezzle-
mentQr misapplication of any of the said BiJJs of Credit,

the said George Gray, .Joseph Parleer, William Rodman,
and Isaac Pea~son, or any three of them, after the said BilJs
are printed, sha]] deliver them tv the said signers, to be
signed and numbered by parcels, for which the said signers,
or some of them, shaH give their receipt: that is to say, two
thousand Pounds value in the said Bills, at one time, ani!
so, from time to time, until all the said Bills of Credit shaJl
be signed and numbered in such manner, that not more than
the sum of two thousand Pounds shan rcmain_ il1 slldtsign-
ers' hands at anyone time; of all which said Bins of
Credit, so delivered to be signed, a h:ue account shaH be
kept by the signers, who, upon their redelivery of each or
any parcel of the said Ri1ls by them signed and Dlimbered
shall take the receipt of the said G'earge G'ray, Joseph Par-
ka, Jf"illiam Rodman, and Isaac Pearson, or any three of
them, to charge them before any Committee of Assembly to
be appointed for that purpose. And each of the said si{,rn-
ers shall have and receivp ten ShiJJings for every thOllsand of

-t\w said Bills by them signed and numbered, and each of
tbe said G'eorgc Gray, Joseph Parker, TP'illiamRodman,
and I~aac Pearson, shan have and receive for their trouble
the sum of ten Shillings per diem; and the Treasurer here-
after appointed for receiving and paying the saiif Bills of
Credit, shall have and receive five ShillIngs for every huo-
elrod Pounds, and no more, to be paid out of the DiUs(,f
Credit hereby ordered to be emitted.

Resolved, That, after the said Bills sha1l be signed, num-
bered, and perfected, the said G'eorg(; Gray, Joseph Par-
ker, H'illiam Rodman, and I~aac Pcar.~on, or any three of
them, shall deliver them to j}lichaelllilwgas, Esq., who is
hereby appointed Treasurer for that pHl'pose, and take hi:>
receipt or receipts for the same, who shan pay ofr and dis-
charge, out of the said Bins of Credit, all such Drafts and
Certificates as shan be made by order of the Assernbly or
the Committee of Safety of this Province.

Resoherl, That the Treasurer aforesaid shan give bond,
with \wo sufIicient sureties, to John .Morton, Esq., jn the
sum of ten thousand Pounds, for the faithful discharge of
the trust reposed in him.

A!ld for the more certain paying, redeeming, discharging,
and sinking the said Bills of Credit hereby emitted,

Resolved, That a Tax shan be raised and levied, by the re-
spective Commisc:ioners and Assessors of the several Counties
within this Province, on the same persons and property, in the
same proportion, and in the same manner and mode as the
Provincial Tax, by the laws now in forcE', is raisc'd, levied,
and recovered, and shan be paid by the respective Counh'
Treasurers to the Treasurer for the time appointed, or to btJ
nppointed f:)r that pnrpos>J ; which said Tax shan commence
immediately sinking the thirty-five thousand Pounds issued
by the Resolutions of the late Assembly, On the 30th day
of June last, and of the eighty thousand Pounds heretofore
issued by this House; which Ta~, for the purpose aforesaid,
the ~everal C?mmissioners and Assessors are enjoined and
reqU1red to rmse, le\'y, anrl recover, and cause to be paid to
the Treasurer aforesaid, as they reganl the freedom, \velfan>,
and safety of their country.

Resolved, That the Treasurer appointed as af()resaid, or
bis successor, shall yearly, and every year, pay into the
hands of the Committees of Assembly appointed to settle
the P~lbliek Acc?unts, a]] su.eh sum and sums of money in
the Bills of CredIt of the tJmty-five thousand Pounds emit-
ted as afOl'esaid, and of the eighty thousand Pounds hereto-
fore emitted by this House, and of the eighty-five thousand
l)ounds hereby to be emitted; whieh sums so paid, the said
Committees are hereby enjoined and required to bum, sin~:,
and destr?y. And the said Treasurer, when requited, shaH
also lay Ins Account, beft)re the Assembly, or the said Com-
mittees, for their inspection and settlement.

Upon motion, the House resumed the consideration of tho
Memorial from the Committee ofInspeetion and Observation
j()r the City and Liberties of Philadelphia; and artera de-
bate of considerable length, the question beingci!Jled for,
and put by the Speaker, whether the Honse \ViII alter the
instructions given at their last sitting to the Qelegates for
this Province in Congrc~;s?

Carried in the negative by a great majority.

The House adjourned to 1J.londay,the 20th of .lJloynex1:,
at four o'clock in tbe afternoon.
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PEi\'NSVLVANIA COC\fJ\fITTEE OF SAFETY.

In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, March 1,1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, Robert Tf/71ite,lIenry
Wyrdcoop, Dwell Biddle, Daniel Eoberdeau, John ~JJ1ont-

gomery, Samuel Howell, James Biddle.

Upon application of John lVixon, for a sum of Money for
the Committee of Accounts:

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on ItJichael
.Hillegas, Esq., in favour of John Nixon and others, the
Cornmittee of Accounts, for ten thousand Pounds.

Resolved, That Mr. Govett purchase for the use of this
Committee the following Milital"y Books, viz: 8im's ~fili-
tary Guide, Robinson's Treatise of Gunnery, La Petite
Guerre.

The time of the present Contractor ft,r supplying the men
on board the Armed Boats with Provisions being nearly

. cXllirod,
Ordered, That the lO!lowingAdvertisement he published

in the papers of this City:

"In Committee of Safety.

"All persons who are wiHiug to supply the officers and
men employed in tbe Naval An.namont and ArtiJIery of this
Province, with the foHowing Rations, viz: for each man per
weck, seven pounds of bread, or six pounds of flour, ooe-
fourth at least to be in flour, if required; ten pounds of beef,
mutton, or pork; the value of six pence in roots ani] vege-
tahles; a sulli.cicnt proportion of salt (me!vinegar; three pints
and a half of rum, or ueer in proportion; arc (bsircd to
semi in their proposals to this Committee, on or bdore the
8th day of Jtlarch, instant. The contrad to commencn 0:1
the II th instant, and continue in force fix three months, if
the men are not sooner discharged."

Mr. Nixon reports that the BiH sent Colonel ]\IijJlin, the
30th lYQvemberlast, is returned, the Colonel having hart an
interview with M~OT ,9tnall, who informed tbe Bill could not
be paid, as Mr. Franks, of this City, had directions to fur-
nish the Officers t.aken prisoi1ers with money; therefore Mr.
NLron is desired to return the Bill to Mr. Symes.

Morgan Bustead, not having performed any part of his
Contract, with respect to his engagements with this Board,
f(}J"the casting of Cannon,

Upon mot.ion, Ordered, That
put into the hands of a Lawyer,
secuted for damages.

his written A"rccment he
in order to h~ being pro-

In Committee of Safe!y, M:trch 2, 1776.

Present: Barnard DOllghcrty, Chairman, Daniel Ro-
berdeall, James Biddle, G'e()rge Clymer, Thomas f'f7wrton,
Jun., Samuel Ilowell, Salllncl Aliles, Owen Biddle.

Resolved, That the sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds
be lent to Jacob Lorch, to enable him to erect a Powder-
Mill, he ha.ving given bond, witll security, for the S:lme, to
the Committee of Accounts.

Resolved, That John Brice be appointed Fint Lieute-
nant to the Armed Boat 'Varren.

The Committee of Correspondence of Bedford County,
having drawn an Order on this Board for the payrncnt of
one hundred and sixty-one pounds of Powder, and one hun-
dred and eighteen pounds of Lsad, purchased hy them,

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on John iViTon and
others, t.he Committee of Accounts, in [wour of JUiIes and
TVister, for forty Pounds three SbilJing3 and threc Pence,
the amount of said Powdm' and Lead; and that the same
be taken proper care of by the Committee of Correspon-
dence of said County, till the further orders of thi~ Board.

Resolved, That this Boan1 !end one hundred Fire-Jocks
to Colonel Shea, to exercise his men. In case any of them
should be damaged, the ColonG1 is to have them repaired at
his own cost, and to deliver them to the order of this Board,
on demand.

Agreeable to which Re~oJve, an Order was sent to r\rr..
Towers to de1iver the said Fire-locks.

Abel Morris, having resigned his Commission as Emign
in the Second Batta]ion of Pcnnsylzwnia Troops, in the ser-
vice of the Unitl'd Colonies,

Re,~olved, That George Ro.1s be appointed Ensign in said
Battalion, in the place of saici Abd .Morns.

Resoh.ed, That Mr. Vapid Rittenhouse, the Engineer to
this Board, be desired to make experiments in riflin~ Can-
non and Musket Balls at the expense of this Board; and to
this end, that he be alJowcd to employ any person or pe~sons
under him for that purpose; and tbat Robert Tower.~,Com-
missary, shan deliver to the order of 1\lr. Rittenhouse sum-
eient Ammunition for that purpose.

"~la{thias Keely, having engag<:d with Colonel ~liles to
make one hundred Fire-loeks f()l.tbe use of this Province,
and having delivered thirty-one Fire-locks to Mr. Towers,
hy order of the Board an Order was drawn on Messrs.
John l"Yiwn and others, the Committee of Accounts, in his
fwour, for seventy-five Pounds, towurds the payment of said
Fire-locks.

Resolved, That Colonel IJodcley be desired to see all the
Muskets made by Mirtthias Keely Sf Co., by order of this
Board, proven with the weight of Powder e<]ual to the
weight of the BaJl, and cause the Muskets so proven to he
stamped with the lottnrs PP.

.

By order of tbe Board Robert Towers, Commissary, was
directed to deliver Matthias Kee1y as much Powder as will
prove one hundred Fire-locks, making by him for the use of
this Province.

This day the Congress sent the follo\ving Reso1ve to tlJjs
Committee:

"Tn Cor~grc~t::, February ~fi, 17'70.

"Ruob;cd, That the Commil tee of Sa/(:ty for PCllilsyl-
t'{!n£a, <:1gTc:eabJc,to tlw ol1er mad" by them of their service,
of whir:!! th,; Congress have a propel' sense, be authorized
to distributn the OLIicen (prisoners in IAmcastcr) in such
places within the Province of Pennsylvania, as to that Com~
mittee shall seem most proper, taking their parole; which if
t1wy refuse to give, the said Committee are empowered and
c!irc(;ted to confine them; and that in executing this resolve,
the said Committee have a regard to the resolution hcreto-
fcxe made by the Congress with respect to Prisoners and
their residence.

" l'~x.tract f(om the Minutes:
"CHHU,ES Tno:.!SON, Secretar1J.".

In Comm,U"e of Safety, Mnreh 4, 1776.

Pr,;sent.: Geo]"~e .Ross, Chairman, G'eorge C7ymer, James
Biddle, Ou,.cr~niddle, Samncl Ilowell, John .Nt-con, Goorge
Gray, Daniel RobaJcrm, 1'honws Tr7zarton, Jun., Barnard
Douglwrty, ~[idt({el Swoope, Robert Trhite.

Upon application of the Commissioners of Northampton
County, for a sum of money for the payment of Firc-Iocks,
&c., making in that Coullty for the use of thi,; Provincn, by
order of the Board an Order was drawn ollllIidwcl Tlille-
gas, Esq., in favour of Pete1' Kat!tclinc, for three hundred
Pounds, for the usp. aforesaid.

Upon applieation of Oswell Ere, for the payment of his
Account for Powder delivered t.o i\1r. Towers, Commissary,
hy order of the Board an Order was drawn on Mr. .John
.iYixon and othel's, the Committee of Accounts, for sevcnt.y-
nine Pounds twelve Sbillings and six Pence, being the
amonnt of the same.

Upon application of .Jacob Baldwin and Thomas Palmer,
for the paynwnt of their Accounts for repairing Fire-locks
belonging to Captain Le 11[arr's <:1ndCaptain Jenkins's
Companies, in the First Battalion of Pennsylvania. Troop>:,
in tlH) service of t.ha United Colonies, hy order of the Board
two Orders were drawn on Mc"srs J1lt;ase and Caldwell-
one in favour of Jacob Baldwin, f()j. four Pounds twelve
Shilling3; tbe other in (lVOur of Thomas Palmcr, for twen-
ty-five Pounds nineteen ShilJings and three Pence.

Upon applieation of Colone! Slaugh for the payment of
George Eberly's Account fm subsisting John Brooks in the
Jail of Lancaster County, cont/ncd there by order of this
Board, an Order was drawn on Mr. John Nixon and others,
the Committee of Accounts, for eight Pounds, being the
amount of said Account, and in favour of said Slough j
which StUll is directed to be charged to the Continmtal
Congress.

Lieut.enants Thompson and rVcbb appeared before the
Committee, and gave information t1mt a Captain Henry
Yelverton PI'ice had frequented the places of rendezvous of
the crews belonging to the Armed Boats; that by wordshe
endeavoured to discourage the service; that he had declared



719 PENNSYL VANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, MARCH, 1776. 720

himself a Tory and inimical to the American cause; that
he damned the Congress, and wished that the wagons car-
rying the Powder for the Continental service were blown up.

And the said Renry Yelverton PTice appearing before the
Committee, and having the said charge made known to him,
did not deny the same.

Resolved, That it would be unsafe to permit the said
Henry Yelverton Price to go at large;

Therefore Resolved, That he be committed to the Jail of
the City and County of Philadelphia.

Agreeable thereto, Thomas Dewees, Jailor of thi'i Coun-
ty, was commanded to receive into his custody, and to keep
him saJply confined until he is discharged by this Board.

Upon motion, the following Order was drawn and signed
by the Chairman:

In Committee of Safety, March 4, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Please to deliver to Peter De Haven any
number of gun-locks he may find necessary ti)r the use of
Lewis Prahl, Gunsmith, (Mr. De Haven to be answerable
for the same,) and to deduct the price of the locks out of
the moneys that may become due to the said Lewis for his
work.

By order of the Committee:
GEORGE Ross, Chairman.

To Major ]}Ieredith, Captain Wilcocks, and Captain Pe-
ters.

Upon application of Robert Towers, for the payment of
eight Fire-locks, purchased by him for the use of this Pro-
vince, and for the payment of his bill for sundry expendi-
tures on account of this Board, by order of the Board two
Orders were drawn in his favour on l\kssrs. ~Nixon and
others, the Committee of Accounts--one for twenty-four
Pounds one Shilling, the other for thirteen Pounds nine Shil-
lings and eight Pence, being the amount of said two Ac-
counts.

Robe7.t Towers, Commissary, makes the following re-
port:

That he delivered to Samuel Park, per order of this
Board, ] 00 pounds of Brass.

That he delivered to Captain Proctw 169 Cannon Car-
tridges, 73 Fire-locks, 1 four-pound Cannon, 1 Carriaue
and Limber, ] pair of Trail Ropes, 1 Rammer and Spongbe,
1 Wad-hook and Ladle.

That he delivered in exchange of one and a half pounds
of Saltpetre, six ounces of Gunpowder and five Shillings
seven and a half Pence in cash.

That he delivered to Thomas Aiflick ] 00 pounds of
Brass, per order of the Board; to ]}Jatthias Keely 6 pounds
of Gunpowder.

That he received from Jacob Scoggin one and a half
pounds of Saltpetre.

That he received from Oswell Eve eiaht casks of battle
Powder, weight 187k pounds; nine cask~ of common Pow-
der, weight 2:.25 pounds.

In Committee of Safety, March 5, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, James Biddle, James
j}ilease, George Clymer, Daniel Roberdean, Owen Biddle,
Samuel I~owell, Thomas TV/wrton, Jun.

Resolved, That Mr. John Mitchell be appointed Muster-
n;ast~r to the N.aval Armaments, and th.e Artinery of this
I l'OVInCe,he haVIng offered to do the busmess gratis.

, Th.0'mas, Aply produced his Account for subsisting Sol-
dIers In Jail confined by order of Congress which was cer-
tified to be just by the Chairman. '

William Brown, Captain of Marines, received his Com-
mission this day, and dated the 16th of February last.

In Committee of Safety, March 6, 1776.

Present: John Cadwallader, Chairman, Robert W'hite,
GeorlJe Clymer, James Biddle, Thomas T'Vharton, Jun.,
Damel Roberdeau, Samuelllowell, Owen Biddle.

By.order of the. Board, R?bert ~ow(!rs, Commissary,
was dIrected to dehver Captam lJlhlte twelve pieces of
Sail-Cloth.

Resol~ed, That Captain J3.rown be ordered to raise fifty
able-bodIed men, for the Manne service of this Province.

-
~. . .. .~, 0., .,_. ..

That he be careful to inlist none but healthy men, not
under sixteen years of age.

That he be allowed ten Shillings per man, in lieu of hi:,
recruiting expenses, and ten Shillings per week for the sub-
sistence of each recruit, until they are provided for by the
Commissary.

That he pay the greatest attention to the behavipur pf
the men while in quarters, and see their quarters discharged
at least once every week.

That no bought Indented Servants, .or Apprentices, be
inlisted without the consent of their Masters in writing.

That the Company consist of one Captain, two Lieute-
nants, two Sergeants, two Corporals, one Fife, one Drum,
and fifty 'privates.

That a sum not exceeding twenty Shillings be advanced
to each recruit.

That two hundred Pounds be advanced him for the re-
cmiting service.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on John me.
Nesbitt, in favour of Captain William Brown, for the sum of
two hundred Pounds, which is directed to. be charged to his
Company of Marines, for the recruiting seryice.

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeall be desired to apply
to Congress for the Powder supplied them by this Board.

Resolved, That Joseph TJ'ilson be appointed First Lieu-
tenant to the Armed Boat Congress, in the room of-~
Mitchell, appointed the 16th of February last, he never
having appeared to receive his Commission.

That the following gentlemen be appointed Second Lieu-
tenants to the different Armed Boats opposite their names}
yiz; James Fletcher, to the Armed Boat Washington;
Renry :Martin, to the AImed Boat Dickinson; James Car-
son, to the Armed Boat Chatham; Philip Buck, to the
Armed Boat Conanss; John Wilson, to the Armed Boat
Ranger; Adam Boyd, to the Armed Boat Burke; Jame.~
Brown, to the Armed Boat Camden; William Lysle, to thl~
Armed Boat Bull-Dog; Nicholas Fitzs£mmons, to the Armed
Boat lYarren; Robert Pomeroy, to the Armed Boat lIan-
cock; Samuel Snowden, to the Armed Boat Franklin;
James Johnson, to the Armed Boat Experiment; Laughlin
]}/cNeill, to the Anned Boat ~tJing/win.

Adjourned to six o'clock.

Agreeable to adjournment the foHowing Members met:
James :iJ'Iease,Chairman, John Cadwallader, James Biddk,
Owen Biddle, Samuel Howell, Daniel Roberdeau, Alex~
ander Wilcocks, George Clymer.

Resolved, That Captain Thomas Reed be appointed se-
cond in command in the Naval Armaments of this Province.
and Captain of the Armed Ship now huilding by directiOL~-

of this Board.

Resolved, That Robert TQwers, Commissary, purchasD
or make two ton of Buck-Shot.

Resolved, That a survey be made of the Channel be-
tween Reedy-Point and the Pea-Patch.

.Resolved, That lVf1~orMeredith, Captain TVikocks, Cap-
tam Peters, and Mr. Peter De Haven, be appoiuted to
superintend and conduct the Provincial l\f anufactory of
Gun-locks in this City, and they are empowered to contract
for a convenient situation, and to erect all works necessary-
for cal'1'ying on the said )lanufactory in the most benefici~J
manner to the publick ; and further, to contract for the makinr.
Fire-Arms, .and ~ee ~hat the Artificers who have alread:y
contracted In tIns CIty for that pnrpose,perform their en-
gagements faithfully; and the Board will sup}lly them with
such sums of money as the btlsiness shall require.

Resolved, That the Commodore be desired to employ
an exper!eneed P~lot, and send him with all possible d~-
spatch, wIth two dIscreet and capable Officers, in two of thD
Armed Boats, down the river to Reedy-Point, to sound the
narrowest }Jart of the Channel there, and take an accurat'l.~
survey of the depth and breadth of the said Channel witll
the various soundings across the same, for the illfol1na~ion of
this Board.

In Committee of Safety, March 7, 1776.
- Present: John Cadwallader, James JJlease Robert Wkit(

Daniel Roberde..all,George Clymer.'
,
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At a special meeting of the Committee,
Present: Alexander Wilcocks, Chairman, Owen Biddle,

George Clymer, James Biddle, John Cadwallader, Daniel
_Roberdeau, James ~itlease, Thomas Tf7wrton, Jun.

Upon application of James Christie, for the pa):'ment of
two Fire-locks detained by Robert Towers, CommIssary, as
Provincial arms,

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on John Ni:r:on and
others the Committee of Accounts, for five Pounds, the
value 'of the said arms. Which was accordingly done.

A Letter was this day written to the Committee of Ches-
ter County, re~ommending the Associatofs to be prope!,ly
armed and furnished with Ammunition out of the pubhck
stock.

Resolved That the Commodore order down to-morrow
to Fort- Isldnd, three of the Armed Boats that are in most
readiness, where they are to remain till they are relieved by
others. While they are down the river, the men are to be
quartered at the Pest-House, in th,e room~ not occupied by
Captain Proctor's Company, until sufficIent Barracks on
Fort-L~land are built.

In Committee of Safety, March 8, 1776,

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, Georo-e Clymer, John
Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdeau, James Biddk, Thomas
Wharton, JUlI., Owen Biddle.

It being represented by the Commodore that Pilot-Boats
can be employed to more advantage in sounding the chan-
nel at Reedy-Point than the Armed Boa~s,and, that he can
employ skilful persons to effect that serVice, without send-
ing any of the Officers of the Boats, , ,

It is Resolved, That the Commodore hire PIlot-Boats,
and employ such skilful and trusty persons to do th~ busi-
ness as he shall judge proper, and send them down Imme-
diately.

The Congress sent the following Resolves to this Com-
mittee, viz:

"In Congress, February 23, 1776.

"Resolved That the Secret Committee be directed to
return to the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania the Arms
borrowed of them for the use of the Continent.

"In Congress, March 6, 1776,

"Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to
return to the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania the
Powder borrowed of them.

"
Extract from the Minutes:

"CHARLES THOJlfSON, Secretary."

Resolved, That Robert Towers, Commissary, apply to
the Secret Committee of Congress for the Powder and Arms
mentioned in the above Resolves.

The present scarcity of Blankets. lays the Com,mi,ttee, of
Safety under the necessity of appl'ymg to the patflo~lck m-
habitants for the supply of the Artillery Company raISed for
the defence of this Province.

Therefore it is Resolved, That Captain Thomas Proc-
tor shall apply to such House-keepe~s as will be likely to
spare any supernumerary Blankets whlC.h they may ?ave, for
the use of the said Company, and this Board wIll allow
them a reasonable price for the same.

And it is further Resolved, That Captain Proctor do
return to this Board the names of the persons from whom
he collects any Blankets, with the number which he shall
collect, and their value, which in the whole is not to exceed
one hundred.

Resolved That the Paymaster stop out of the pay of the
Non-Comln'issioned Officers and Privates in Captain Proc~
tor's Company three Dollars per month for their Clothing,
and pay th~ sa;TIe to the ~rades~an who has fumished the
said Clothmg, he producmg hIs account settled and ap-
proved by Captain Proctor.

Upon application of Mr. Robert Morris, for the payment
of sundry Merchandise shipped by the Com,mittee ,for im-
porting Powder, Arms, &c., for the use of thIs Pro",nce, on
board the Brig Dolphin, John Pook, Master, bY,order of
the Board, an order was drawn on lVIr. James N'lXon and
others the Committee of Accounts, for two thousand and
thirt)':eight Pounds three Shillings seven and a half Pence,
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in favour of Robert L1'lorris,Esq., being the amount of the
invoiceof saidgoods. -

Adjourned to six o'clock.

AO"reeable to adjournment, the following Members met:
John° Ni:r:on, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, James Biddle,
Owen Biddle, John Cadwallader, Thomas Wharton, .]un.,
Nicholas Fairlamb, Samuel Howell, James Mease, Alec-r-
ander Wilcocks, George Clymer.

Resolved, That this Board give each of the men of the
Artillery a Hat of seven Shillings and six Pence value,
including binding.

The Secret Committee of Congress having applied to
this Board to lend .the Arms intended by Congress to re-
place those lent some time past, did, after deliberation,
resolve, that the Secret Committee be informed that the
season of the year is now arrived when all our vessels for
the defence of the River should take their stations, and they
are greatly unprovided with Arms;. that the Association is
in a deplorable situation from the like cause, and the Pro-
vince in general extremely stripped of Arms tO,supply the.
neiO"hbourinO"Colonies; and that these are the pnncIpal rca-
son~ which influence the determination of this Board, and
such as they hope will be aJlowed to have weight with the
Secret Committee. WILLIAItI GOVETT, Secretary.

In Committee of Safety, March 9, 1776.

Present: John Ni:r:on,Chairman, George Clymer, James
ltlease, Alexander Wilcocks, Owen Biddle, Samuef Mor-
ris, Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, John Cadwallader, James
Biddle, Samuel Howell.

Upon application of John Shea, for a sUrh of Money for
the use of his Battalion in the service of the United Colo-
nies, by order of the Board an Order was drawn in his favour
on Messrs. ltlease and Caldwell for five hundred Pounds, for
the use aforesaid.

Upon application of Captain John Wilcocks, for a sum of
Money for the use of the Committpe appointed to direct the
Manufactory of Gun-Locks, &c., by order of the Board an
Order was drawn on Mr. John Nixon and others, the Com-
mittee of Accounts, for three hundred Pounds, in their
favour. .

Robert Towers, Commissary, was directed to deliver Cap-
tain Robert White, or his order, sixteen pieces of light Sail-
Cloth.

Resolved, That Captain Samuel Davidson be appointed
to the command of the Floating Battery.

Resolved, That :Mr. Towers cause to be made forty thou-
sand Musket-Cartridges, for the use of this Province.

Upon application of Mordecai Davis, appointed by the
Committee of Chester County to receive and pay for the
Saltpetre manufactured in that County, Mr. Towers, Com-
missary, was directed to deliver him one quarter-cask of
Gunpowder towards the payment of what Saltpetre he may
reCClve.

Resolved, That Mr. John -Mitchell be appointed Com-
missary of Provisioi1sto the Artillery and the Naval Arma-
ments of this Province, and that he be allowed six Shil-
lings per week per man, he supplying them with such Pro-
visions as is set [()fth in an advertisement from this Board of
the 1st instant, to commence the II th instant, and continue
to the 11th June.

Resolved, That Captain William Richards, Captain Na-
thaniel Falconer, and Captain Thomas Reed, be fully em-
powered to fix Signals for giving alarms, at Cape-lfenlopen,
and at such other places on either side of the Bay and
River Delaware as they shall judge proper, and also to
enO"aO"efor Men and Horses to be in readiness to convey~b

h '
~intelligence by land, and to do everyt mg necessary to euect

the said service, and draw orders on this Board for such
sums as shall be requisite to carry the same into execu-
tion.

On motion, Ordered, That the following Resolves of
Congress be entered on the Minutes of this Board:

"In Congress, February 23, 1716.

"Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to
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return to the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania the
Arms borrowed of them for the use of the Continent.

"
1}larch 6, 177G.-Resolved, That the Secret Commit-

:tec be directed to return to the Committee of Safety of
Pennsylvania the PO\vder borrowed of them.

" Extract from the J:linutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary."

In Committee of Safety, March 11, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, Robert l'Vhite, George
Clymer, John Cadwallader, Samuel Howell, James Biddle,
Daniel Roberdean, ."ftlichael Swoope, Barnard Doughel.ty,
Owen Biddle, Thomas Wharton, Jun.

Robert Towers, Commissary, makes the following report:
That he delivered Captain Eyres four ounces Saltpetre,

one pound Sulphur; to Captain Renderson one pair Pis-
tols; to - Parker one roll Sheet-L(~ad; to Benjamin
Town two hundred pounds Brass; to James Wallace two
hundred and fifty-four pounds Powder.

That he received from Elias Botner six Budge-Barrels;
from William Paul two hundred and fifty-eight pounds
Brass; from Robert l1'lane thirty-six Ramrods; from Ru-
do~)h Ncujf thirty-one "Wheel and fifteen Handbarrows;
from George James twenty pounds Buck-Shot, cost ten Shil-
lings; from Alexander Todd fifty-six pounds Buck-Shot,
cost twenty-seven Shillings and six Pence; from Saltpetre
Works thirty-eight and three-fourths pounds Saltpetre; from
John Wilcoeks, on account of this Board, fifty half-barrels,
one hundred and fourteen quarter-barrels (weight five thou-
sand seven hundred and seventy-eight pounds) Gunpowder;
from Messrs. Bayard Sf Co. one hundred and one pounds
Lead-Ball.

«
In Committee of Safety, March ]2, 1776.

Present: James Biddle, Chairman, Robert TVhite, James
j}lease, Owen Biddle, George Ross, Barnard Dougherty,
George Clymer.

Whereas, the Keeper of the common Jail of the City of
Philadelphia hath made complaint to this Board that cer-
tain prisoners in the said Jail, committed as~enemies to this
country, have raised a dangerous riot, assaulted the Jailer
and Turnkey, and now stand on their defence, and threaten
to break the Jail and release all the prisoners: These are to
require you forthwith to repair to the said Jail, with a suffi-
cient party of your men, and assist the Sheriff and Jailer to
secure the said rioters, for which this shall be your war-
rant. J B C'h

.
AMES IDDLE, a~rman.

Directed to Captain Thomas Procter.
By order of the Board the following Letter was this day

written, signed by the Chairman, and delivered to Colone]
John Shea:

The Committee request you would order a guard of a
Non-Commissioned Officer and six Privates, at the Jail of
this city, for the protection thereof, as there are many pri-
soners confined there by order of Congress, who have as-
saulted the Jailer, and threaten to break the Jail; they also
request you would order a guard on the powder at the
Powder-House, and cannon at the State-House, and another
on the Fire-Rafts and Magazine at the lower end of the
town.

Doctor Bond having informed this Board that it is neces-
sary for Powder being burned in the Work-House of this
City for purifying the air, Robert Towers, Commissary,
was directed to deliver to Thomas Apty, two pounds of
Powder.

Upon application of the Assembly by Joseph Parker,
Esq., for ten pounds of Powder and forty pounds of Lead,
as a gift to some friendly lndians now in this City, by order
of the Board Robert Towers, Commissary, was directed to
deliver said Powder and Lead to Mr. Parker, or his order.

Edward Chamberlain this day resigned his appointment
of Master-at-Arms and Armourer of the Armed Boats.

In Committee of Safety, March 13, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, James Biddle, Owen
Biddle, Robert White, George Clymer, Thomas Wharton
Jun., SamuellIowell, Daniel Roberdeau. '

Andrew Stohl, a person who has purchased a number of

Arms in the Townships of Co.~hioppen and Lj'merick, in-
forms this Board that they are detained by the Committee;,
of Inspection in said Townships; said Stohl having ofl(~red
to sell the said Arms to this Committee, it was recommend-
ed to said Committeos of Inspection to send the said Arms
to Robert Towers, Commissary.

Upon application of John M. Nesbitt, Esq., for a sum of
Money for paying the men employed on board the Armcd
Boats, &c., by order of the Board an Order was drawn on
Michael Hillegas, Esq., in favour of Mr. Nesbitt, for fifteen
hundred Pounds.

Resolved, That the .Ofi1cers in this City, who are pri-
soners of war, arc desired forthwith to repair to the several
places allotted for their residence by Congress; and that
such Officers be furnished with a copy of this Resolve.

Resolved, That Arthur Donaldson be employed to launch
the Chevaux-de-Frise built at Gloucester, and that he be
fully authorized to procure anything l()r the purpose, hire per-
sons under him on the best and cheapest terms, and that he
draw on this Board for the expense.

Resolved, That John Cobourn be employed to take the
Chevaux-de-Frise, when launched at Gloucester, and sink
them in their proper places near Fort-Island; and that Ill)
be authorized to procure anything for the purpose, hire per-
sons under him on the best and cheapest terms, and that he
draw on this Board for the expense.

Adjourned to five o'clock.

Agreeable to adjournment, the following 1\fembers met:
John Nixon, Chairman, Owen Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau,
George Clymer, Robert White, Samnel Howell, ThomC'.~
Wharton, Jun.

Resoh'ed, That all good and able Seamen wl10 shaH
inlist in tbe service of this Province, to be employed in the
Naval Armaments thereof, shan receive seven Dollars p('r
month and two Donars bounty, which bounty is to be paid
one month after their in]istment; and the said Seamen to
be continued in the said service until discharged by thi,
Board.

That those able-bodied Seamen that are at present intl,,~
service, shall receive seven Dollars per month, to commence
the 15th instant.

Mr. ~Nixon having occasion to leave the Board, Mr.
Samuel Ilowell was unanimously choscm Chairman.

Resolved, That 1\1r. Thomas Forrest be appointed Cap-
tain of a Company of Marines to be raised for the servicv
of this Province to be employed on board the Floating Bat-
tery.

Resolved, That all able Landsmen who shall enter into
the service of this Province on board the Naval Armaments
thereof, be paid two Dollars as a bounty.

Resolved, That Captain Rice be applied to, to assist ill
taking down and sinking the Chevaux-de-Frise; and that
he attend this Board to-morrow morning.

Resolved, That five small Guard Boats be built on the
same construction with the one already built.

If} Committee of Safety, March 14, 1776.

.Present: John ]'t.:ixon, Chairman, George CZvmer, Ouxn
BIddle, Thomas Wharton, Jun., James Biddle, Samuel
Howell, James "Mease, Daniel Roberdeau.

In consequence of an Order drawn by Francis TVadeon
this Board, for the payment of the Rations of Captains.
~Montgomery, Davidson, Alexander Eyres, IIenderson, and
Boyer, amounting to sixty-six Pounds nine Shillings and
four Pence, an Order was drawn on the Committee of Ac:-
counts f()r said sum, and directed to be charrred to said
Tt"ade's accoun 1.

0

Upon application of John Fox, for the payment of bis
Bill for repairing Fire-locks belonging to Captains ...1l1£ll
Willis, Williams, and Jones's Companies, belono"inrr to Colo~
nel De lIaas's Battalion, in the service of the lTn~ed Colo-
nies, by order of the Board an Order was drawn on J\lessrs.
Jtlease and Caldwell, for ninety-four Pounds eleven SbiIJinus
and eleven Pence, being the amount of said Accounts.

0

Upon motion, the following Advertisement was directed
to be published in the different Newspapers of this City:
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"All persons that can give information to this Committee
of Sulphut Ore, in this or any neighbouring Colony, are
desired to give speedy intelligence; and this Board win re-
ceive proposals from any person or persons that are willing
to engage in procuring Sulphur for the publick use."

Resolved, That the Commodore shall send such Officers
as he shall think proper to recruit Seamen and able-bodied
Landsmen, for the Naval service of this Province, to such
places as he shaH judge most likely to get Recruits.

That the Recruiting Officers be aHowed twenty Shillings
per week, each, for their expenses, and ten Shillings per man
for every Recruit, in lieu of all recruiting charges, and ten
Shillings per week for each man's subsistence, until they are
brought to this City, and supplied by the Commissary; and
that each Officer be furnished with a copy of these Resolves
of this Committee relative to the Pay and Bounty of the
men.

Resolved, That, agreeable to authority delegated to this
Board by Congress, one half of the Officers, prisoners of
war, who are, or have been by any former order, stationed
in the Borough of Lancaster, be removed to the Town of
Carl1~sle,and the other half removed to the Town of York;
and that the Committee of Lancaster take order in this mat-
ter, and have tull authority to make the arrangement accord-
ing to their best judgment.

Resolved, That Colonel Roberdeau draw up a Letter to
the Committee of Lancaster, Cumberland, and York Coun-
ties, on this subject, and furnish them with the Resolution
of Congress and this Board, respecting the disposition of the
Officers ordered to be removed agreeable to the Resolution
of this day; also, with a fonn of the Parole said Officers
are to take.

In Committee of Safety, March 15, 1776.

Present: James Biddle, Cbail1llan, John Cadwallader,
George Clymer, Daniel Roberdeau, Robert Tfnite, John
J..'ixon, Samuel Morris, Jun., Thomas W7wrton, Jun., Sam-
uel Howell, James ~Mease, Alexander T¥ilcocks.

Mr. Thomas Holland having resigned his appointment in
the Fourth Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops, in the service
of the United Colonies,

Resolved, That ft'fichael Ryan be appointed Adjutant to
the Fourth Battalion/in the place of the said /Iolland.

Resolved, That the Commissary be directed to deliver to
Captains Richards, Falconer, and Reed, the Committee
appointed by this Board for fixing Signals, such Guns, Am-
munition, and Implements, as they shall require for that
serVIce.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on John
Ni,TOn and others, the Committee of Accounts, in favour of
John Cobourn, for one hundred and fifty Pounds, he being
employed in sinking the Chevaux-de-Frise.

By ordt'f of the Board an Order was drawn on John
Nixon, Esq., and others, the Committee of Accounts, in fa-
vour of Captain John Rice, for one hundred and fifty Pounds,
he being employed in sinking the Chevaux-de-Frise.

Resolved, That Captain Reed be employed to take the
Chevaux-de-Frise, whim launched, at Gloucester, and sink
them in their proper places, near Fort-Island; and that he
be authorized to procure anything for the purpose, hire per-
sons under him on the best and cheapest terms, and that
he draw on this Board for the expense.

Resolved, That Captain Thomas Proctor, of the Artil-
lery, be a1!owed twenty-three and two-thirds Dollars per
month.

By order of the Board John j}L Nesbitt, Esq., was di-
rected to settle with Captain Proctor, and pay him twenty-
six and two-thirds Donars per month, for his own pay, from
the date of his commission to the 1st instant; and, also, two
months' pay of two Sergeants at ten Dollars, two Corporals
at nine Dollars, and twenty-three Privates at six Dollars,
per month, fi'om the 1st of January to the 29th of Febru-
ary, inclusive.

Upon application of Colonel Shea, for some Fire-locks for
the use of the Troops under his command, for mounting the
necessary Guard of this City, by order of the Board Ro-
bel.t Towers was directed to deliver Colonel Shea twenty-
four Fire-locks for the said purpose, taking his receipt for the
same, to be returned in good order on demand.

Upon application of James Chapman and .John Vande-
grift, of Bu.cks County, for the payment of Arms, &c., to
be furnished that County tor the use of the Province, by
order of the Board an Order was drawn on ft'liclwel Hil-
legas, Esq., Treasurer, in favour of said Vandegrift, one of
the Assessors, fix five hundred Pounds.

Resolved, That the Commodore require every Captain of
the Armed Boats immediately to furnish this Board \'.'ith the
Indents which they lately produced to Mr. Nixon and Cap-
tain T¥hite, and for that purpose send down to the Captains
at Liberty-Island. .

Colonel Shea this day reported to the Board that Captain
Melchior declined accepting of the commission of Captain,
lately granted to him, in the Third Pennsylvania Batta-
lion.

Adjourned to six o'clock.

Agreeable to adjournment the fonowing Members met:
James Biddle, Chail1llan, Samu.el Howell, Alexa.nder Wil-
cocks, Owen Biddle, John Cadwallader, Daniel Roberdeau,
Samuel ~"tlor1-is,Jun.

Upon application made to this Board, by the Colonels of
the several Battalions of this City, for the use of the Arms
and Accoutrements now in the possession of the Commis-
sary,

Resolved, That the Commissary distribute two hundTC'd
and fifteen Provincial Arms, no\v under his care, and a like
number of Cartridge-boxes and Bayonet-belts, equa1!y be-
tween the four Battalions in this City, taking receipts of
their several Colonels for the same; and the Colonels arc
requested to deliver them to their several Captains, for the
use of their several Companies; which Arms and Accou-
trements are to be returned to the Captains, and kept in a
proper place, immediately after they are discharged from
duty, that they may be always ready to be delivered to the
order of this Board.

In Committee of Sdfety, March 16, 1776.

Present: James ft'Iease, Chairman, John Cadwallader,
George Clymer, Daniel Roberdeau, James Biddle, Owen
Biddle, Samuel Howell, Samuel ft'[orris, Jun., Robert U'hite,
John Nixon.

Lewis Nicola, Barrackmaster, was this day directpd to
deliver Colonel St. Clair, and the other Officers of the Bat-
talions, what necessaries they may want, belonging to this
Province, that are under his care at the Barracks, tal(ing re-
ceipts for the same.

Resolved, That Captain Thomas Forrest be ordered to
raise thirty able-bodied men for the Marine service of this
Province.

That he be aHowed ten Shillings per man, in lieu of his
recruiting expenses, and ten Shillings per week for the sub-
sistence for each Recruit, until they are provided for by the
Commissary .

That he pay the greatest attention to the behaviour of the
men while in quarters, and see their quarters discharged at
least once in every week.

That no bought indented Servants or Apprentices be in-
listed without the consent of their Masters, in writing.

That the Company consist of one Captain, two Non-
Commissioned Officers, ;J.nd thirty Privates.

That a sum not exceeding twenty Shinings be advanced
to each Recmit.

That fifty Pounds be advanced Captain Forrest for the
recruiting service.

That the pay of the Privates be six Dollars per month,
and to continue in the service of this Province until dis-
charged by the Assembly or this Committee.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on John AT.
Nesbitt, Esq., in favour of Captain Thomas Forrest, for fifty
Pounds, which is directed to be charged him «)1'recruiting
a Company of Marines.

Upon application of Colonel Anthony Wayne, for a sum
of Money tor the use of his Battalion, in the service of the
United Colonies, by order of the Board an Order was drawn
on Messrs. Mease and Caldwell fi)r two thousand Pounds,
for the use aforesaid, in filVOur of Colonel Wayne.

Upon application of Colonel Robert ft'Iagau, for a sum
of Money for the use of his Battalion, in the service of the

'*'
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Pnited Colonies, by order of the Board an Order was drawn
,'on Messrs. ~Mease and Caldwell for two thousand Pounds,
..fix the use aforesaid, in favour of ColonellUagau.

Resolved, That the Commodore or Commander-in-Chief
'Of the Naval Armaments of this Province be allowed sixty
Dollars per month, and six rations of Provisions per day.

That the second in command of the Naval Armaments of
this Province be allowed ten Pounds per month, and three
rations of Provisions per day.

That the First Lieutenants on board the Provincial Ship
be allowed seventeen Dollars per month, and two rations of
Pmvisions per day.

That the Second Lieutenants on board said Ship be al-
lowed sixteen Dollars per month, and two rations of Pro-
\'ISlons.

That the Third Lieutenants on board said Ship be al-
lowed fourteen Dollars per month, and two rations of Pro-
visions, and to rank with the Second Lieutenants of the
Armed Boats.

That the Master of the Provincial Ship be allowed six-
teen Dollars per month, and two rations of Provisions per
day.

That the Mates and Carpenters of the said Ship be al-
lowed fourteen Dollars per month, and two rations of Pro-
visions per day.

That the Gunners and Boatswains of said Ship be al-
lowed twelve Dollars per month, and two rations of Pro-
visions per day.

That the Midshipmen on board said Ship be allowed ten
Dollars per month.

That the Surgeons to the said Ship be allowed twenty-
five Dollars per month, and two rations of Provisions per
day.

That the Surgeon's Mate to the said Ship be allowed
eighteen Dollars per month, and two rations of Provisions
per day.

Mr. Johnston Smith having acquainted this Board that he
has purchased, agreeable to permission of this Board, of Mr.
Innes, some time past, a number of Fire-Arms, for the use
of the Colony of Virginia, and that he is apprehensive the
Committees of the different Counties will not suffer him to
take the said Arms to this City without permission fi-om this
Board,

Therefore Resolved, That the Committees of Inspection
and Observation of the different Counties be requested to
suffer Mr. Smith to send the Arms to Virginia that he has
purchased previous to the date hereof.

Resolved, That Commodore Caldwell give directions to
the Officers of the Boats, for the Chevaux-de-Frise, now
sunk at Fort-Island, to be examined, and make report of
their situation to this Board by Sunday next.

Mr. Thomas Bidwell proposes to refine Crude Sulphur
upon the following terms, viz: To erect Furnaces proper
for that purpose at his own expense; to be allowed twenty
Shillings per hundred weight for good Sulphur; this Board
to advance him twenty-five Pounds for that purpose, which
he is to repay at the expiration of one year, provided he
be fulJy employed during that time, otherwise this Board to
pay so much of the expense of said works as will amount to
the said twenty-five Pounds; and, in the latter case, the said
works to be the property of the said Board; that this Board
be at the charge of sending the Crude Sulphur to the works
and taking it away when refined. '

Resolved, That this Board agree to the above proposals
of Mr. Bidwell for refining Crude Sulphur, and that he im-
mediately erect the proposed works.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on John
Nixon and others, the Committee of Accounts, in favour of
Thomas Bidwell, for twenty-five Pounds, being so much
advanced him to erect works for the refining of Crude Sul-

hur.

In Committee of Safety, March 18, 1776.

Present: John Ni.r:on, Chairman, Robert White, James
Biddle, John Cadwallader, George Clymer, James Mease,
Thomas Wharton, Junior, Daniel Roberdeau, Barnard
Dougherty, Owen Biddle, Samuel Howell, Alexander Wil-
,{}cks,Samuel Morris, Jun.

Upon application of Captain Enion Williams, for the pay-

ment of fifteen Fire-locks, purchased by him for the use of
his Company of Associators of this City, by order of th.~
Board an Order was drawn on Messrs. John Nixon and
others, the Committee of Accounts, for forty-seven Pounds
seventeen Shillings, being the cost of said Arms.

Resolved, That Captain Thomas Forrest be allowed a
Drummer and Fifer to his Company of Marines, to be em-
p]oyed on board the Floating Battery. '

Mr. Nixon having occasion to leave this Board., Mr. Alex-
ander Wilcocks was appointed Chairman.

Resolved, That the Committees of the different Counties
of this Province be requested to furnish the persons w1,:>
may be appointed to review and pass the Recruits raising
for the service of this Province, with so much Powder and
Lead as may be necessary to prove them to be marksmen,
not exceeding two rounds each man.

Resolved, That Jacob ~Meyers, employed as Armourer in
the service of this Province at Fort-Island, be alJowed six
Pounds per month, and two rations of Provisions per day.

Resolved, That Commodore Caldwell order Capt. Alex-
ander and Lieutenant llennessey on the Recruiting service
to New- York, agreeable to the instructions of this Board.

In Committee of Safety, March 19, 1776.

Present: :fohn Nixon, Chairman, John Cadwallader,
George Clymer, Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Howell, Thomas
Wharton, Jun., Owen Biddle.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on John M~
Nesbitt, Esq., in favour of Charles Alexander, for one hun-
dred and fifty Pounds, being so much advanced him for
recruiting Seamen to be employed in the Naval Armaments
of this Province.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on Messrs.
John Nixon and others, the Committee of Accounts, ill
favour of Captain Fmncis Wade, for three hundred and
fifty Pounds.

Upon application of the Commissioners of Lancaster
County, for a sum of Money towards the payment of Arms
and Accoutrements making in that County, for the use of
this Province, by order of the Board an Order was drawn on
];lichael Hillegas, Esquire, Treasurer, for three hundred
Pounds, in favour of William Bowman, one of the said
Commissioners, for the purposes aforesaid.

Resolved, That Robert Towers, Commissary, deliver to
Captain Loxley, for the use of his Artillery Company, what
necessaries he may want to complete his Company for actml
servIce. '

.

Resolved, That the wages of the Pilots employed in the
service of this Province be ten Pounds per month, to com-
mence the 21st, and continue for one month.

Resolved, That John llennessey, Lieutenant of one of tho
Armed Boats, be appointed First Lieutenant to the Float-
ing Battery.

Resolved, That William Bradford be desired to print one
thousand of the Rules, Regulations, and Articles of Associa-
tion, agreeable to a resolve of the Assembly.

The Committee having taken into consideration the situa-
tion of the several Battalions in this City, with respect to
their Ammunition and Arms:

Resolved, That the Colonels of the several Battalions ho
requested to call in all the Ammunition now in the hands of
the Associators, and deliver it to the Commissary; and tho
Commissary is hereby directed to deliver twenty-three rounds
of new Cartridges to every Associator in the several Batta-
lions who have Fire-locks fit for service; which Cartridges
the Assoeiators are to deliver to their respective Captains, to
be put up in bundles, and marked with the names of thl:
several Associators. The Commissary is to examine the
Arms of every Associator before he delivers out the Ammu-
nition, and take lists of such Arms as he thinks ought to bl~
proved, and return said lists to the Colonels of the severo I
Battalions, who are to acquaint the owners of said Arms that
they cannot be supplied with Ammunition until their Fire-
locks are proved by the Commissary, who is directed to
stamp every Fire-lock with the number of bans each will
take to the Pound.
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In Committee of Safety, March 20, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, George Clymer, Alex-
ander Wilcocks, Daniel Roberdeau, Samttel Howell, Owen
Biddle, John Cadwallader.

Upon application of Captain Falconer for a sum of Money
for the use of the Committee appointed to fix Signals, &c., in
the Bay and River Delaware, by order of the Board an Order
was drawn on John Nixon and others, the Committee of
Accounts, in favour of Captain Nathaniel Falconer, for
three hundred Pounds.

Resolt'ed, That Captain Leeson Simmons be joined to the
Committee for fixing Signals in the Bay and River Dela-
ware.

Resolved, That Frands Feauss be appointed First Lieu-
tenant to the Provincial Ship-of-War.

That Edward Yorke be appointed Second Lieutenant to
the said Provincial Ship.

In Committee of Safety, March 21,1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, Alexander TVilcocks,
George Clymer, Owen Biddle, Samuel Howell, James
IJ;Jea.~e,Samuell~Iorris, Jun.

Resolved, That the following mentioned Officers on board
the Provincial Ship be allowed the pay as affixed to their
respective stations:

Per Month. Per Month.
First Clerk, - - 10 Dollars.Steward, - - - 10 Dollars.
Second Clerk, - 8 Dollars. Steward's Mate, - 8 Dollars.
Quartermasters,8 Dollars.Cook, - - - - 8 Dollars.
Quarter-Gunners, 8 Dollars. Carpenter's Mate, 12 Dollars.
Gunner's Mate, 8 Dollars. Boatswain's Mate, 8 Dollars.

Resolved, That 1\11'.John Mitchell be appointed Master
to the Provincial Armed Ship.

That Joseph Greenway be appointed Thil'd Liputenant
to the Provincial Armed Ship.

In Committee of Safety, March 22, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, George Clymer, Samuel
ftIorris, Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, Thomas U7tarton, Jun.,
Samuel Howell, Owen Biddle.

Agreeable to a Resolve of Congress, of the 13th of Febru-
arylast, this Board granted the following Certificah) :

In Committee of Safety. March 22, 1776.

Messrs. Knight 8rGreen having engaged with, and being
empowered by this Committee, to import from North-Caro-
lina six hundred barrels of I\"aval Stores for the use of this
Province, this certifies that they have given the proper secu-
rity required in this case by the resolution of Congress of
the 13th February last.

Resolved, That Hercules Courtney be appointed Second
Lieutenant to the Artillery.

In Committee of Safety, March 23, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, Owen Biddle, Alex-
ander Tf7lcox, George Clymer, James Biddle, Samuel How-
ell, Daniel Roberdeau.

Resolved, That James JJlaul leave his station at the mouth
of the River to attend this Board as speedily as possible,
and that Captains Richards, Falconer, and Simmons, be de-
sired to have his place supplied immediately by another
Pilot of sufficient ability and industry.

Resolved, That James ~lorrison be appointed Lieutenant
of Marines in the service of this Province.

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle and Mr. Alexander
Wilcocks be a Committee to agree with TVilliam Henry for
making two hundred Rifles.

Resolved, That Mr. Nixon be requested to order Timber
suitable for the Carriages of thirty 24-pounders and ten 32-
pounders.

In Committee of Safety, March 25, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, Samuel Howell, Robert
White, Samuel Miles, James Biddle, Owen Biddle, Jl-fichael
Swoope, Georr;e Clymer, George Taylor, Barnard Dough-
erty, &muel ftrlorris, Junior, Samuel II"unter, John Mont-
gomery, James :Mease,Daniel Roberdeau, Thomas U7tar-
ton, Jun.

Upon requisition of the Marine Committee of Congress
for thirty stand of Arms, or two Wall-Pieces and twenty-six
Muskets, for the fitting out the Brigantine Lexington for the
protection of the trade of this coast, by order of the Board
Robert Towers, Commissary; was directed to deliver said
number of Anns to Captain Barry, or his order.

Upon application of Dr. Han'is for a quantity of Saltpetre
to manufacture into Gunpowder, agreeable to an engage-
ment with him and this Board, by order of the Committee
an Order was delivered him on Robert Towers for twenty
hundred pounds of Saltpetre.

Resolved, That Mr. James ltlease be empowered to take
out of the hands of Mr, Smith, a Custom-House Officer, all
the Fire-arms that may be found in his possession, and re-
port his proceedings to this Board.

Resolved, That Mr. Nathaniel Donnell be appointed Se-
cond Lieutenant to the Company of Matrosses raised in this
Province, and commanded by Captain Bernard Romans, in
the service of the United Colonies.

By order of the Board Thomas Dewees, Jailer, was di-
rected to discharge Henry Yelverton Price from confinement,
he paying his own expenses; and Mr. Dewees to inform
him that he is to leave this city within three days, and to
acquaint him that he will be recommitted if found here alter
that time.

Resolved, That Mr. Rittenhouse, Mr. McNeal, Captain
ltliles, Mr. O. Biddle, and Mr. Clymer, be a Committee to
fix on proper places upon the River Delaware for erecting
Fortifications.

In Committee of Safety, March 26,1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, O'l{)en Biddle, John
Cadwallader, Alerander TVilcocks, Daniel Roberdeau, Sam-
uel Howell, James Biddle.

Upon application of John Pollard and Jacob Arfield for
the payment of their Accounts for Bayonets, and repairing
Fire-Arms, for Captains Harmer's, Jones's, and Le Marr's
Companies, in Colonel De Haas's Battalion, by ord,rof the
Board two Orders were drawn on Messrs. .lt1ease and Cald-
well for the amount of the said Accounts, one in favour of
John Pollard for two Pounds eleven Shillings and one
Penny, and the other in favour of Jacob Ar.field, for nine-
teen Pounds nine Shillings and six Pence.

Resolved, That William Gamble be appointed Captain to
the Etna Fire-Ship.

That TVilliam Greenway be appointed Captain to one of
the tier of Fire-Rafts.

Resolved, That the Provincial Ship-of-War be called the
Montgomery.

That the floating Battery be called the Arnold.

Resolved, That the Letter received from the Committee
of TVestmoreland County, offering their services in an expe-
dition to Detroit, be handed by Mr. Tf7lcocks to Mr. TViI-
son, in order to its being laid before Congress.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on ~1ichael
llillegas, Esq., in favour of Mr. Peter Dc Ilaven, for one
hundred and fifty Pounds, being for the use of the Commis-
sioners and Assessors of this Coun,ty, for the payment of Fire-
Arms making for the use of this County.

Resolved, That Mr. O. Biddle and Mr. Clymer employ
Arthur Donaldson to build two Piers, to sink for fixing the
Boom for obstructing the navigation of the passage at Fort-
Island.

The Committee of T¥estmoreland County having made a
requisition to this Board, for the defence of the same, this
Board wrote Letters to the Committees of Bedford and Cum-
berland Counties, requesting them, in case the inhabitants
of Westmoreland were attacked by an enemy, to spare them
the necessary Powder belonging to the publick for their de-
fence, and immediately to inform this Board of the quantity
spared.

At a special meeting of the Committee of Safety, at the
Coffee-House, the following Members present: John Nixon,
Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau, Thomas Wharton, Jun., James
Biddle, George Clymer, James Mease, John Cadwallader,
Barnard Dougherty, Owen Biddle, Robert U7tite, Samu£l
Howell, Samuel Morris, Jun.
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Mr. Nixon laid before the Board a Lettcr sent, by express,
from Henry Fisher, dated Lewestown, A'Ionday evening-,
seven o'clock, acquainting this Committee that a Sloop-of-
1Var was then coming in to Lewes Road with a sma]] Ten-
der, and that there was reason to believe they would proceed
up the Bay.

The Committee sent for the Commodore, and ordered
him to send four of the Armed Boats, weH fitted and man-
ned, immediately down the river, as far, if necessary, as
Reedy-Island, and to direct the Commanding Officer, and
other Officers of the said Boats, to act in concert with, and
by the advice of, Captain Barry, of the Brigantine Lex-
ington, (in the Continental service,) and exert their utmost
endea vours to take, or destroy, all such Vessels of the ene-
my as they shaH find in the River Delaware.

The Committee also sent an express to Captain Proctor,
or the Commanding Officer of the Artillery Company at
Liberty-Island, with the above intelligence, and ordered him
to keep a good look-out, to prevent surpise, and be fuBy
prepared to oppose the enemy if they should attempt to
come up the river.

In Committee of Safety, March 27, 1776.

~t a me~ting of the Co,?mittee of Safety, !?resent: John
NIxon, Cllalrman, James Bzddle, Alexander Tfllcocks, James
JJIease,Daniel Roberdeau, Andrew Allen, SamuellIowell,
Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel lYlorris, Jun.

By order of. the Board Robert Towers was directed to
furnish Captain Dougherty's Boat with thirteen 32-pound
Cannon Cartridges, with Ball.

Resolved, That IIenry Fisher be allowed, for his services
from the 16th of September last, and as long as this Board
may have occasion to employ him, the sum of ten Pounds
per month.

Upon application of TVilliam]Uontgomery, (who acquaints
this Board that he is appointed by the Committee of Chester
County to receive and pay for the Saltpetre made in that
County,) by order of the Board 1UordecaiDavis was di-
rected ~ deliver Mr. Montgomery twelve pounds of Pow-
der, out of a quarter-cask delivered him some time past for
the purpose aforesaid.

In Committee of Safety, Mareh 28, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau,
George Clymel', John Cadwallader, Samuel ltliles, James
Biddle, Owen Biddle, James lYlease,Nicholas Fairlamb. .

Upon application of Mr. Peter De Haven (one of the
Assessors of this County) for a sum of :!\'Ioneyfor the pay-
ment of Fire-locks making for the use of this Province, by
order of the Board an Order was drawn on ]}IichaelHil-
legas, Esq., in favour of said De Haven, for three hundred
and fiftyPounds for the purposes aforesaid.

Upon application of Captain Thomas Proctor for a sum
of Money for the payment of the subsistence of the Artillery,
by order of the Board an Order was drawn in his favour, on
John 1'J1[Nesbitt, Paymaster, for four hundred Pounds for
said purposes.

By order of the Board Robert Towers, Commissary, was
directed to deliver Captain Robert White nine pieces of
Sail-Cloth for the use of the Provincial Ship.

Mr. Nixon having occasion to leave the Board, ::\1r.James
Biddle was chosen President.

Mr. lYleasereports that he could not find any Arms in the
possession of Mr. Smith, the Custom-House Officer.

Robert Towers reports his having received and delivered
the following articles:

Delivered, by order of this Board, to Joseph Parker 10
ILs.of Powder, 42 Ibs. of Lead; to Thomas Apty 2 Ibs. of
Powder; to lYlordecai Davis, of Chester County, 37 stand
of Arms, 1 quarter-barrel of Powder; to Captain Barry, of
Brig Lexington, (on account of Congress,) 5 Ibs. of Salt-
petre, 13 Dutch Fire-locks, 2 Wall-Pieces, 5 Bayonets, 8
Scabbards, 48 Musket-Cartridges, 2 Budge-Barrels.

Received from Mr. Poultney 192 Shovels, 14 Spades;
Samuel Mease 33 Ibs. of Saltpetre; Mr. Ross 10.1.11 roll
Brimstone; Mr. Craig, (purchased by Committee of In-
spection,) 41.2.21 of ditto; Samuel Garrigues, Sen., 8.3. 19
of ditto; Mr. Stenwitz 15.1.15 of ditto; Charles Ludwick
2.3.17 of ditto; Biddle Sf De Haven 31~ Ibs. of Saltpetre;

Samud Corry 5.11~ oz. of ditto' George Warner 10 Ibs.
of ditto; Titus .Matlack 29 Ibs. of ditto; Trilliam A. Ryerson
2~ Ibs. of ditto; Enion Williams 96 Ihs. of Lead, 19~ Ibs.
of Powder; Mr. II orner 1 Pistol; Thomas Palmer 2 Pis-
tols; Colonel St. Clair 18 Muskets; 13 ditto, lock-part
gone; 13 ditto, no locks; 72 Gun-Barrels, 102 Bayonets.

Delivered to Nicholas Hicks 12 Wheelbarrows, 8 Hand-
barrows, 24 Shovo1s, 18 Spades. Delivered towards pay-
ment of Sa1tp(\tre, to Samuel Corry, 1~ Ibs. of Gunpowder;
to George Warner 2~ Ibs. of ditto; to ltlatlack 7 ]bs. of
ditto; to W. A. Ryerson 10 oz. of ditto. Delivered, to make
Cartridges for Signal Guns, 112 Ibs. of ditto.

In Committee of Safety, March 29,1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, Alexander TVilcocks,
Thomas H7harton, Jun., James lYlease, Daniel Roberdea'll,
Owen Biddle, George Clymer, Samuel Howell.

Resolved, That Thomas Barr be appointed l..ieutcnant
Fire-1Vorker to Captain Romans's Company of Artillery, i:1
the service of the United Colonies.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on Jolm
Nixon and others, the Committee of Accounts, in favour of
Mr. Robert Towers, for fifty Pounds; which was directed
to be charged to his account.

The Order (agreeable to a Resolve of Congress of the
21st instant) was handed this Board, this day, for twelve
thousand Do]]ars, in k1.VOurof this Committee, and drawn
on Messrs. George Clymer and Michad Ilillegas, Esquire~;,
Paymasters; which was, by order of the Board, endorsed
to, and delivered to Messrs. John Nixon and others, the
Committee of Accounts, being for the purpose of paying
for Arms to be purchased by the different Committees of
this Province for the use of Congress.

Upon application of Colonel Wayne for.a snm of Money
for the use of the Committee of Chester County, for purehR-
sing Am1s on account of Congress, by order of the Board
an Order was drawn on John l\~ixon and others, the Com-
mittee of Accounts, for five hundred Dollars, in favour of
said Committee.

Upon application of Captain Thomas Houston for a sum
of Money for the Recruiting service, by order of the Board
an Order was drawn on Mr. J. M. Nesbitt for fifteen Pound~"
in his favour, for the purposes aforesaid.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on Messrs.
Mease and Caldwell, in k1.Vourof TValtee ft1ing, for seven
Shillings and six Pence, for three Scabbards for Captain
Davis's Company, of Colonel De IIaas's Battalion.

In Committee of Safety, Mareh 30, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, Alexander Wilcocks,
Samuel Miles, George Ross, Daniel Roberdeau, James
ll[ease, James Biddle, Owen Biddle, Thomas Wharton,
Jun., Samuell'J1Iorris, Jun., Robert White, George Clymer.

Upon application of John Wilcocks for a sum of Money
for the use of the Committee appointed to direct the manu-
facturing of Gun-locks, by order of the Board an Order was
drawn in favour of Captain Wilcock.~, on JYJ/:chaelHillegas,
Esq., Treasurer, for five hundred Pounds.

Re.<olrcd, That Colonel Samuel lYIiles be empowered to
purchase Rifles for the use of this Province.

Messrs. Samuel Potts and Thomas Rutter having engaged
with this Board to cast a number of Cannon for the use of
this Province, and requiring a sum of Money, as an advance,
for putting their works in proper order, by order of tIle
Board an Order was drawn on lYlichael Hillegas, Esq., in
their favour, for the sum of one thou5and Pounds.

The foJJowing Advertisement was ordered to be published
in the diftcrent Papers of this City, viz:

"
Resolved, That this Committee will give forty-five Shil-

lings for every hundred gross weight of good merchantable
Brimstonc, of the produce and manufacture of this Common-
wealth, that shaH be delivered to Mr. Robert Towers, Com-
missary, in this City, within six months from this time."

Resolved, TIlat Mr. Howell, Mr. Nixon, and Captain
H7hite, be a Committee to look out for two Vesse1s most
proper for sinking in the passage between the Chevaux-de-
Frise, and make report of their proceedings to this Board.
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A Letter was this day written to the Committee of Lan-
caster County, informing them that this Board have occasion
for three hundred Rifles, and reguest they would apply to
the Gunsmiths that have made the Muskets for the use
of that County on the subject.

Resolved, That Mr. Morris be requested to purchase a
sufficient number of logs for building two Piers for fixing the
Boom to, for obstructing the navigation.

That Captain White and Mr. Morris contract with some
persons to build the said two Piers.

Resolved, That Mr. Samuel McKinzie be appointed Sur-
geon to the Second Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops in
the service of the United Colonies.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on John ]Jl.
NesbittJ Esq., in favour of Lieutenant Hennessey, for four
Pounds ten Shillings, for Wagon-hire, in bringing Seamen
from Brunswick to this City.

Upon application of the Committee of Newcastle County
for some nine-pound Cannon Shot, by order of the Board
Robert Towers was directed to deliver four hundred, provi-
ded there is so many in his hands. At the same time he
was directed to deJiver to Captain Pryor two pounds of Gun-
powder.

In Committee of Safety, March 31, 1776.

meeting of the Committee at the Coffee-At a special
House,

Present: James BiddleJ John Ni:ron, Owen Biddle,
Aler:ander Tf'ilcocks,George Clymer, Robert White, Joseph
Reed, Thomas WhartonJ Sai1t!lel Morris, Daniel Rober-
deau.

Whereas Captain Tt:'illiamBradford and Captain Tho-
mas Pryor report to this Board that Angus J}lcBean made
application yesterday to Nehemiah JJlaul for his Pilot-boat
to go on board the Man-of-War, now in our bay, with as-
surance that he had the consent of this Coimnittee, and
that he (McBean) did guaranty said boat in thu sum of
one hundred and thirtv Pounds in case he should be de-
tained by the Man-of-\Var:

Therefore, Resolved, That Captain Thomas Houston
immediately proceed down the River and remand the said
Boat, jWcBean and Davidson, who are passengers on board,
that they may answer to this Board for their conduct.

In Committee of Safety, April 1,1776.

Present: George Clymer, ChairmanJ Alexander Wil-
cocks, Samuel ~lorr1:sJ Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, Barnard
Dougheloty, James Mease, James Biddle, Thomas Wharton,
.Junior.

Resolved, That Nicholas Fitzsimmons be appointed Third
Lieutenant to the Floating Battery.

Mr. Barnard Dougherty having represented it as im-
practicable for the Commissioners and Assessors of Bed-
ford County, from their great distance, to contract with
Workmen for making the number of Muskets as ordered by
Assembly,

Resolved, That he be authorized to contract with Work-
men in any of the back Counties for completing the number
of Arms as ordered aforesaid, and that he draw on this
Board for the payment of the same.

Mr. McBean being brought before this Board, and
charged with endeavouring to go on board one of the
King's Ships, in Delaware-Bay, contrary to the direction
of this Committee, upon application to them for that pur-
pose,-upon hearing his defence, and fuUy examining and
considering the same, .

Resolved, That Mr. lJlcBean's proceeding drown the
River on his said design might have happened through a
misapprehension of the verbal answer given by this Board
upon his said application, as only implying a refusal to
grant him their authority for that purposeJ from which he
inferred that he was at liberty to attempt it without such
authority if he could effect it; and a1though this Committee
are of opinion that his said design was ill-judged, and might
have been attended with dangerous consequences, yet it
does not appear that there is any ground to charge Mr.
]1tIcBean with any evil intention to the prejudice of this
country.

By order of the Board an order was drawn on Messrs.
AIease and Caldwell, in favour of John Handlyn, for eighteen
Pounds five Shillings and ten Pence, being the amount of
his Account for repairing Fire-locks belonging to Captain
Jones's Company, and for repairing Fire-locks left by Colo-
nel De Haas's Battalion, and since delivered to Colonel
TYayne and others.

Adjourned to five o'clock.

At a meeting of the Committee of Safety agreeable to
adjournmentJ

Present: John l'>lixon,Chairman, Daniel Roberdeau,
Owen Biddle, James "Mease,James Biddle, Thomas Whar-
ton, Jun.J Samuel ~lorrisJ Jun., George Clymer.

In Committee of Safety, April 2, 1776.

Present: James ~lease, Chairman, Robert fVhite, James
Biddle, Owen Biddle, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Daniel Ro-
berdeau, Sa1'!.tUelIlowell, George Clymer.

Upon application of John M Nesbitt, Esg., for a sum of
Money for tbe payment of the wages of the Officers and
:Men employed in the Naval Armaments of this Province,
by order of the Board an Order was drawn on ltlichael
Hillegas, Esq.J in £1.Vourof said Nesbitt, for two thousand
Pounds.

Resolved, That :Majol' Meredith, Captain Peters, Mr.
John TVilcocks, and ::\11'.De Haven, be empowered to con-
traet with Tomlinson for making publick the art
of boring and grinding Gun-barrels, and instructing sueh
persons as tlwy shall require to be taught that artJ and to
give him a premium of fifty Pounds for communicating the
same.

By order of the Board Robert Towers was directe.d to
deliver Captain Proctor one barrel of Gunpowder for the
use of the Artillery.

The Congress having sent to this Board, by Mr. Wilson,
an infol1TIation, in writing, against Samuel Sample, an in-
habitant of Pittsburt;.h, supposing him to have some con-
nections with Dr. Connolly, a prisoner in the Jail of this
County, dangerous to the safety of America, and requesting
this Board to take such steps a:: they think best for the
publick service,-this Board did, in consequence of said
request, send a letter this day by express to the Committee
of Cumberland County, (enclosing a copy of the said intel-
ligence and Resolve of Congress relative thereto,) desiring
they would use their utmost endeavol!lJ's to stop the said
SampleJ with his servant and a boy he took with him, and
examine their clothesJ saddles, &c., for any letter they may
have; and if he, the said Sample, his servant, or boy J is
found to have in their possession any letters or papers in-
imical to the liberties of America, that the Jetters or papers
be sent immediately to this CommitteeJ and tbeir persons
be detained in safe custody until the further orders of this
Board.

In Committee of Safety, April 2, 1776.

At a special meeting this evening,
Present: John Ni:wnJ Chairman, Samuel HowellJ Da-

niel Roberdea1l, George Cl!Jmer,James ]tIease, Alexander
Wilcoclcs, Owen BiddleJ Andrew Allen, SamuelltIilcs.

Resolved, That Mr. Nixon, "Mr.ltfease, and Mr. Rober-
deau, be desired to look out for a small Vessel, proper to fit
out as a cruiser in the Bay of Delaware against the Minis-
terial Armed Tenders, now obstructing the commerce of
this ProvinceJ and that they make report of their proceed-
ings as soon as possible to this Board.

In Committee of Safety, April 3, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, James BiddleJ James
ltlease, Thomas U'hartonJ Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, George
Plymer, SamuellIowell.

Resolved, That the Letter received of Henri} Fisher, of
Lewes, be immediately sent to the Delegates of this Pro-
vinceJ to be laid before the Congress; and the said Dele-
gates be reguested to represent it as the sense of this Com-
mittee, that if two or more fast-sailing Vessels, of small draft
of water, were properly equipped, they might protect the
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trade of this and the neighbouring Colonies in the Bay of
Del(tware, now infested with Tenders and small Armed Ves-
sels of the enemy, and secure the supplies of military stores
expected from abroad; to apply to the Congress to take
speedy measures for that purpose; and also to suggest the
propriety of ordering back to this port the several outward-
bound Vessels now lying in the river, and employing the
Seamen in this service until the trade of the bay is more
secure.

Re.wlved, That six rooms in the new Jail be supplied
with strong Doors on the outside of the iron doors to said
rooms, more effectually to prevent communications with
prisoners ordered to be kept in close custody, separate from
th~ other prisoners in said Jail; and that Colonel Rober-
deau be requested to see this Resolve carried into execu-
tion.

_ In Committee of Safety, April 4, 1776.

Present: Samuel Howell, Chairman, James Biddle, Da-
11ielRoberdeau, Thomas Wharton, JUIl., George Clyrru:r,
Owen Biddle, Alexander Wilcocks.

Upon application of Captain Falconer for some Arms
and Ammunition for the use of the Pilot-boat stationed at
Bombay-Hook, by order of the Board Robert Towers, Com-
missary, was directed to deliver five Muskets, ten rounds
of Powder and Ball, and eight swivel Shot.

Upon application of Matthias Keeler for some Money
towards the payment of Fire-locks making by him for the
use of this Province, by order of the Board an Order was
drawn in his favour for fifty Pounds.

Robert Towers, Commissary, was directed to deliver
Matthias Keeler fifty-six Musket-balls for proving Fire-
locks making by him for the use of this Province.

Resolved, That the Officers of the Armed Boats be in-
structed not to suffer any Pilot-boat or Pilot (except those
employed by this Committee to navigate from Chester to
this City) to pass down the River below the Chevaux-de-
Frise, without producing' a permit, in writing, from this
Board or the Committee.

In Committee of Safety, April 6, 1776.

Present: George Clymer, Chairman, James Mease, Owen
Biddle, Samuel Howell, Alexander Wilcocks, James Bid-
dle, Samuel Morris, Jun., Daniel Roberdeau.

The Cannon Committee drew an Order on John Nixon
and others, the Committee of Accounts, in favour of Mr.
Old, for one hundred Pounds.

Resolved, That Captain Rice and Mr. A. Donaldson
be desired immediately to construct two Chevaux-de-Frise,
for the purpose of stopping the passage between the Che-
vaux-de-Frise now sunk, and that they be made in such
form that they may float when properly loaded for sinking.

Rt~solved, That Captain John Hazlewood be empowered
to nominate some discreet and judicious persons to assist
some other person to be appointed by the Captain of Mr.
Vernon's Brigantine, to appraise and value the said Brigan-
tine; and the Committee of Fire-Rafts are hereby autho-
rized to take the said Vessel at the valuation of the said
appraisers, and to fit her for a Fire-Vessel [or the defence
of our River.

Upon application of Colonel Roberdeau, for a quantity of
Shot for the use of two Privateers fitting out at this port, by
order of the Board Robert Towers, Commissary, was di-
rected to deliver Philip J1loore three hundred pounds of dif-
ferent kinds of Shot, taking a receipt for the same.

.Resolved, That Charles Lawrence be appointed Captain
of one tier of Fire-Rafts.

In Committee of Safety, April 8, 1776.

Present: Joseph Reed, Chairman, James Mease, John
Nixon, Daniel Roberdeau, Thomas Tfnarton, Jun., Owen
Biddle, George Clymer, Samuel Howell, James Biddle.

.
Resolved, That John 1U.Fatridge be appointed Second

Lieutenant to the Floating Battery.

Resolved, That the Officers and Non-Commissioned Of-
ficers on board the Floating Battery have the same wages
with those of the same rank on board the Provincial Ship-
of-War.

.Resolved, That Mr. Howell and Mr. Wharton be a Com-
mittl:'e to settle all Accounts of Arms purchased by tlw
Captains of the Companies of Associators of the different
Battalions of this Province, agreeable to a Resolve of this
Board of the 23d of January last.

In Committee of Safety, April 9, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, James Biddle, George
Clymer, Alexander Wilcocks, Daniel Roberdeau, Robert
White, Joseph Parker, Samuel Howell, Owen Biddle,
James ]}lease.

Upon application of George Taylor, Esq., for a quarter-
cask of Powder for the use of the Commissioners and A:;-
sessors of Northampton County, to prove the Fire-locks
making for the use of this Province, by order of the Board
Robert Towet.~, Commissary, was directed to deliver a quar-
ter-cask for that purpose.

In consequence of an Order drawn by Isaac Levan, J un.,
(one of the persons appointed by the Committee of Berks
to purchase Arms for the use of the Province,) for nineteen
Pounds twelve Shillings, in favour of Dr. Potts, for nine
Muskets, it appearing that they are Provincial Arms, and
that the above is the price of repairing, by order of the
Board an Order was drawn on John Nixon and others, tbe
Committee of Accounts, for said sum of nineteen POlll11ls
twelve Shillings, and the Arms are ordered to be delivered
to Captain Herbert, of Berks County, who is in the service
of this Province.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on John
Nixon and others, the Committee of Accounts, in favour of
T.flilliamForbes, for the use of Henry Fisher, of Lewestown,
for sixty Pounds.

The following Order of Assembly was this day delivered
at the Board by Mr. Parker:

"In Assembly, April 6, 17',6.

"Upon motion, Ordered, That Mr. Hillegas, :Mr. Par-
ker, and Mr. Rittenhouse, be added to the Committee of
Safety."

In Committee of Safety, April 10, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, James Jtilease, Samuel
Howell, Alexander Wilcocks, Owen Biddle, George Gray,
Daniel Roberdeau, Samuel Miles, Joseph Parker, James
Biddle, Thomas Wharton, Junior, Joseph Reed, IHichael
Hillegas.

Upon application of Mr. James "Vallace, for a sum of
Money for the payment of Fire-locks purchased in Bucks
County, by order of this Board, for account of Congre:;s,
and for some Powder and Ball for proving the same, by
order of the Board an Order was drawn on Mr. John Nixon,
James 1t'lease, and Thomas T¥harton, for one hundr.,d
Pounds; and an Order to Robert Towers for fifty Balls,
with directions to Mr. TVallace to use the Powder in his pos-
session which he received for the payment of Saltpetre,
keeping an account of the quantity he may use for that pur-
pose.

The following Resolves of Assembly were this day deli-
vered to the Board by Colonel Miles:

"In Assembly, April 6, 1776.

"Upon motion, Resolved, That an Agent be appointed
to provide necessary Clothing and Accoutrements, at prime
cost, for the Troops ordered to be raised for the service of
this Province, the expense to be deducted out of the pay
of such Troops; that such Agent be allowed two and a
half per cent. for his trouble, and that he make no other
profit or emolument whatever by contracts with the trad,:s-
men he may employ, or in any orher manner.

"Resolved, That 1t'latthias Slough, Esq., of Lancaster,
be, and he is hereby, appointed Agent for the purpose a[ore-
said.

"
That the Committee of Safety. may draw Orders on 1JIi-

chael Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer, in favour of the said Mat-
thias Slough, for such sums of Money as they from time to
time shall judge necessary.

"
Extract from the Journals:

"CHARLES MOORE, Clerk of Assembly."

Upon application of ]}latthias Slough, Esq., for a sum of
Money for the payment of Clothing and Accoutrements for
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the Troops to be raised for the service of this Province, by
order of the Board an Order was drawn on lYIichael Hille-
gas, in favour of said Slough, for three thousand Pounds,
for the purposes aforesaid.

Upon application of Colonel M'ilcs) for a sum of Money
for the use of Colonel Samuel Atlee, for the Recruiting ser-
vice of this Province, by order of the Board an Order was
drawn on lYlichael IliUegas, Esq., in favour of said Atlee,
for five hundred Pounds.

The' Assembly having recommended to this Board to ap-
point a proper person Marsh~l to the ~ourt of Admi~altJ:"for
this Province, the Board, havmg consIdered the apphcat10ns
of the different candidates, do resolve, that Mr. Matthew
Clarkson be, and he is bereby, appointed Marshal to the
Court of Admiralty for this Province..

Mr. Petcr De Haven was this day desired by lcttor to ap-
ply to Mr. Fraily, of Germantown) to purchase the Ar~ns
in his possession that are or can be made fit for the serVIce
of this Province.

Mr. Towers, Commissary, was directed to apply to Mr.
Adam Foulke, to view and purchase the Arms he bought of

',Andreas Stall, provided they are fit for the service of this
Province; and, also, to inspect and take an account of all
other Fire-Arms in possession of said Foulke, and make
report of the number and quantity to this Board.

III Committee of Safety, April 11, 1776.

. Present: JohnNixon, Chairman,George Clymer,Owen
Biddle, Samuel Howell) Daniel Roberdeau, Joseph Par-
ker,Samuel Morris, Esq.

lTpon application of Joseph Fox, Esq., one of the Com-
missioners of this County, for a sum of Money for the use
of the Commissioners and Assessors, for the payment of
Kn<lpsacks, Fire-locks, &c., made for the use of this Pro-
vince, by order of the Board an Order was drawn in favour
of said Fox, on Michael ~fIillegas, Esq., for one thousand
Pounds, for the use aforesaid.

- By order of the Board al1Order was drawn on lYlichael
Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer, in favour of John Nixon

.

, James
lYlease,and Thomas fVharton, Jun., the Committee of Ac-
counts, for ten thousand Pounds.

Resolved, That Mr. David Rittenhouse be added to the
Cannon Committee of this Board, in order to assist and car-
ry into execution the different resolves of this Committee
respecting the procming and casting Cannon for the use of
this Province.

Mr. Ni3:on having occasion to leave the Board, Mr. James
lYlea$ewas chosen Chairman.

Letters were written this day, and signed by Mr. JYlease,to
the Committees of Lancaster and Berks Counties, request-
inO" they would furnish Captain A. Dahaujf and Captain
1~omas 11erbert, with Fire-locks, Bayonets, and Accoutre-
ments, out of those made by virtue of a resolve of Assem-
bly in June last, being for the use of their Companies in
the service of this Province.

In Committee of Safety, April 12, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, Owen Biddle, Thomas
Wharton, Jun., Samuel Howell, Joseph Parker, Daniel
Roberdeau, Michaelllillegas, George Clymer, James l~lease.
-. Upon application of John Cobourn, for a sum of Money
towards the payment of men employed in sinking the Che-
N'aux-de-Frise, by order of the Board an Order was drawn
Qn John Nixon and others, the Committee of Accounts, in
qis favQur, for two hundred Pounds. ,

'The Congress sent "the following Resolve to this Board,
which is ordered to be entered on the Minutes of this Com-
mittee :

the Continental service, to be employed in the protection of
our trade,

Resolved, (for the above reasons,) That his request be
granted.

Captain Hazelwood having applied for a sum of l\loney
for the service of the Fire-Rafts, by order of the Board an
Order was drawn on John Nixon and others, the Commit-
tee of Accounts, in his favour, for one hundred Pounds.

In Committee of Safety, April 13, 1776.

Present: Owen Biddle, Chairman, Daniel Roberdca1l,
Robert fVhite, Joseph Parker, Thomas Wharton, Junior,
Samuel Ilowell, Samuel JJliles, SamuellUorris, Jun.

The Commodore, or commanding Officer at Fort-blqnd,
was this day directed to suffer aJI river Vessels, not having
Pilots on board, to pass the Chevaux-de-Frise, and was a
few days since directed not to suffer any sea Vessel to pass
without a permit from this Board.

Upon representation of Colonel Miles, that there is not a
sufficient number of Houses, or other Buildings, in or about
the Towns of Chester and MarC1J.$-lIookto quarter the
Troops now raising for the defence of this Province,

Resolved, That Colonel1Jfiles do procure, for the use of
the said Troops, one hundred good Tents, on the most rea-
sonable terms in his power.

Upon application of Colonel Slough, for the payment of
1:\:0.:0hundred and si~\:ty-onepounds of SaJtpetre, manufilc-
tured by him in this Province, by order of the Board Ro-
be.rtTowcrs, Commissary, was directed to deliver him fifty
pounds of Powder, and an Order on the Committee of Ac-
counts for fifty-two Pounds fifteen Shillings, in favour of
said Slough, which Powder and Cash is the amount of said
Saltpetre.

Upon application of Mr. Britton, for the payment of fifteen
Fire-locks, purchased by him and Captain Jl'illiams, which
were delivered Mr. Towers for the use of this Province, by
order of the Board an Order was drawn on John Nixon
and others, the Committee of Accounts, in favour of Cap-
tain Williams, for fifty-one Pounds eight Shillings and SIX
Pence, being the amollnt of the, same.

Resolved, That Doctor Matthew McHenry be, and he is
hereby, appointed Surgeon to the Provincial Ship ,Mont-
gomery. ,

As it is found necessary that a Powder 'Magazine be built
for the' use of this Province, capable of holding one thou-
sand barrelsof GUIlPowder, . .. _, ,

Resolved, That 1\11'.Isaac Coates and Mr. William Moul-
der be empowered to contract with persons for mater~als for
building said Magazine, and to employ suitable Workmen;
and that they draw Orders on the Committee of Accounts
for the expenses of the same.

That they be requested to prepare a Plan of the same,
and lay it before this Board for their consideration.

The following Resolves of Congress, received this day,
were ordered to be entered on the Minutes of this Board:

"In Congress, April ;II, 1776.

"ResOlved, That it be recommended to the several As-
semblies, Conventions, Committees, or Councils of Safety
of the United Colonies, to use their best endeavours in com-
municating to foreign nations the Resolutions of Congress
relative to Trade."

'i In Congress, Aptii 12,_ 17'16.

"Resolved, That the Assemblies, Conventions, Commit-
tees, or Councils of Safety, of the Colonies, respectively, in
which Prisoners are, or shaH choose, or be appointed to
te-side,be empowered to remove such Prisoners frqm place
to place, within the same Colonies, as often as to such As-
semblies, Conventions, Committees, or Councils of Safety,
respectively, it shall seem proper, having regard to the former

"In CQngress,April11,1776. Resolutions of Congress concerning Prisoners.
"Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of Pennsyl- "Ex.tract from the Minutes:

fJaniabe requested to provide proper Barrac.ks, or Quarters, "CHA:RLESTHOMSON,Secretary."
fqr such of the Continental Troops as may £I'omtime to tima "Iii Congress;April0,1776.
be in the Cit~ of Phila1elphia. "Resolved, That a list of the Prisoners of War in each
,,.," ~xtract tI1>~th~,~1\nute~; , Colony be made out and transfuitted to the House. of As-

e ',IC,HA:ftI,E~Tl!°MSON,SecretG1'-Y,' sembly, Convention, CounciJ, or Committee of Safety, of
Captain Ale:rander ~equesting to be dismissed ftom his such Colonies, respectively; and that they he authorized

presenl'~ervice, being offered the commapd, of they ~scl in and requested to cause a strict observance of the terms on
FOU:RTHSERIES.- VOL. V. ,;~ 47.
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which such Prisoners have been enlarged; and, also, to
take especial care that none of those confined by order of
Congress be suffered to escape; and, also, that the allow-
ance to each Prisoner be punctuaIly paid by the President
of the Convention, or of the Council, or Committee of
Safety, of the Colony in which he resides; and where there
are no Conventions, by the Speakers of Assembly; which said
Presidents. or Speakers, are hereby authorized, from time to
time, to draw for the sums advanced in pursuance of this
Resolution, upon the President of the Congress.

"
Extract from the Minutes:

"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary."

In Committee of Safety, April 15, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, George Clymer, Samuel
Howell, Daniel Roberdeau, James ftilease,ft;liclwelHillegas,
Owen Biddle, Gwrge Gray, SamuellJ;Iorris, Jun., James
Biddle.

Captain Pitt bas permission from tbis Board to hire any
Seamen confined in Jail by order of this Committee.

Upon application of Joseph Collier, for the payment of
fifty Cartridge Boxes, Bayonet. Belts, and Scabbards, made
for the use, and certified by the Commissioners of Berks
County, by order of tbe Board an Order was drawn on
Michael Hillegas, Esq., in favour of said Collier, for thirty-
six Pounds five Shillings.

Upon application of Colonel Roberdeau, for Pilots to
carry down the Privateer Sloops Congress and Chance,

.

Resolved, That a Pilot be alIowed the Sloop Congress,
provided the Captain of her will promise and engage to go
down the Cape-May channel, and land his Pilot there.

Resolved, That Mr. John Young and Mr. Adam Foulke
be empowered to purchase all such good Fire-arms as shaII
be offered to them for the use of this Committee, on the best
terms they can, not exceeding the value that shaII be put on
them by the Commissary; and that this Board wiII alIow
them five per cent. for their trouble.

Resolved, That Robert Towers, Commissary, apply to
Mr. John Youn.!!"and Mr. Adam Foulke, Jar one hundred
and thirty Muskets, now in their possession, for the use of
this Committee.

That this Board allow the said Young and Foulke five
per cent. on the amount of the first cost of the said Mus-
kets.

By order of the Board Robert Towers, Commissary, was
directed to deliver Captain Daniel Joy five hundred pounds
of Gunpowder, for proving Cannon made by Mr. Old, at
the Reading Furnace; and to deliver Mr. Lusk two pounds
of Gunpowder.

FLOATING BATTERY CmIMITTEE: Samuel Howell, Robert
White, George Clymer.

SHI~ CmmITTEE: Robert White, John NiJ,:on, Thomas
U'harton, Jun., Mr. Howell, MI'. Clymer.

CHEvAux-m:-FRISE CmHtUTTE;E: Robert TJ'hite, Owen
Biddle, Samuel JJforris, Jun.

FORT-IsLAND CmDHTTEE: George Clymer, Owen Biddle,

. David Rittenhouse, Samuel Miles. .. .
,

POWDER-HouSE CO~IMITTEE: OwcnBiddle, George Cly-
mer, Samuelftililes, James JJfease.

POWDER COMMITTEE OUT OF DOORs: Isaac Coats, 1f7i/~
liam Moulder.

COMilHTTEE FOR BUILDING TWO GALLEYS FOR THE BAY

SERVICE:SamuellIowell, Owen Biddle, Thomas Whar-
ton, Jun.

COMMITTEE OUT OF DooRS FOR PROVIDING FIRE-LoCKS.

TO SUPERINTENDENT OF WORKMEN IN G1JNLOCK lVL<\~u-

FACTORY:Samuel Meredith, Richard Peters, John Wii'-
cocles,Peter Dc Haven.

BARRACKCOMMITTEE,FORT-IsLAND: Owen Biddle, Dan-
iel Roberdeau.

ARilIED BOAT COMlIHTTEE: Robert White, John Nixon.
COMMITTEE IIOR FURTHER DEFENCES: George Clymer,

David Rittenhouse, Owen Biddle, Samuel Miles, Mr.
McNeall.

COMMITTEE FOR FITTING OUT TWO OF THE AIlilIED BOATS:

James Mease, Samuel Rowell.
COMMITTEE FOR FITTI:'<G OUT FOUR GUARD BOATS TO

CRUISEAT CAPE-MAY: Mr. Nixon, Mr. White.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn On the Com-
mittee of Safety, in favour of fVilliam Rush, for twelve
Pounds five Shillings, being the amount of four Fire-loch,
purchased by him, and delivered the Commissary, for the
use of this Province.

In Committee of Safety, April 17, 17"16.

Present: Robert ]}lorris, Vice-President, Samuel Ilowell,
Thomas Wharton, Jun., James Biddle, Daniel Roberdea1l,
Joseph Parker, George Clymer, Alexander Wilcocks, David
Rittenhouse, George Gray, John Nixon.

Richard Bogar, Commander of an Anned Vessel takcn
by Captain Barry, and John Draper, another officer of
the said Vessel, being brought to this City, as Prison en,
were ~greed to be ~nlarged on their separately signing tile
foHoWIng Parole, wluch they agreed to, and signed accord-
inrrlv:to.

"I, Richard Bogar, the second, and John Draper, beiner
prisoners in the United American Colonies, and enlarged
upon our parole, do, upon the honour of gentlemen and
officers, promise that we will not go farther than two miles
from Germantown, where we are ordercd to reside, without
leave of the Committee. of Safety of the ProvInce of Penn-
sylvania, or of the Continental Congress; and that we will
not, ~ear arms against the said Colonies, nor, carryon any
pohtlcal correspondence whatever on the subject of the di,-
pute between Great Bl'itain and these Colonies, nor O"ive
any intelligence to any person whatever relative to AII~ri-
can affilirs, so long as we remain prisoners.

"Signed. (separately) by
"

R BICHARD . OGAR,

"
JOHN DRAPER."

The Vice-President having occasion to leave the Board
Mr. Alexander UTilcocks was appointed Chairman. '

Resolved, That Dr. Rl/sll and Dr. Duffield be appointed
to receive all Medicines belonging to' this Province fi)r
which they are to give receipts, to be accountable fo: the
same.

E}dward ll:Iolay, a prisoner ~f war in the .Jail of this City,
havIng made oath that he will not bear Arms ao-ainst the
United American Colonies, is ordered to be set at liberty.

Upon application of Caleb Davis, for a sum of Money fill"
the payment ~f Fire-I?cks, &c., made in Chester County £t)r
the use of tl1JS Provll1ce, by order of the Board an Order
was drawn on JJfichael11illegas, Esq., Treasurer, for one
thousand five hundred Pounds, in favour of the Commis-
sioners and Assessors of said County.

Upon application of Caleb Davis, for a sum of Money {,}r
the payment of Saltpetre purchased by directions of tllis
Board in Chester County, and for some Powder for the
same purpose, by order of the Board an Order was drawn

In Committee of Safety, April 16, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, George Clymer, Owen
Biddle, Samuel JJlorris, Jun., Samuel 110well, Joseph Par-
leer, Thomas Wharton, Jun., James Biddle, Daniel Rober-
deau.

. Resolved, That Jacob Hans be, and he is hereby, ap-
pointed Captain to one tier of Fire-Rafts.

Resolved, That Mr. Owen Biddle and Mr. Parker be a
Committee to prepare a plan for a Powder Magazine, and
to layout the ground upon which it is to be built.

Upon appIication of Mr. Owen Biddle, for the payment
of tbl'ee hundred and one pounds eight ounces of Saltpetre,
manufi\ctured at the Provincial Works in this City, by ordcr
of the Board an Order was drawn on the Committee of
Accounts, in favour of Mr. Biddle, for seventy-five Pounds
seven Shillings and six Pence, being the amount of said
Saltpetre.

COM~rrrTEES.

CO~n!ITTEE FOR IMPORTING POWDER, ARMS, ETC.: Robert

JJlorris, Thomas Wharton, Jun., Robert White.
COM~!ITTEEOF ACCOUNTS: John Nixon, Thomas Wharton,

James Mease, Samuel Howell.
COMMITTEE FOR PROVIDING PIKES AND INTRENCHINGToOLS :

Daniel Roberdeau, Owen Biddle.
CANNONCO~I1AEF<: George Clymer, Owen Bl~ddle, Sam-

uel Howell, Da.vid RiUenhouse, John Cadwa.llf1der.
FIRE-RAFT .COM~HTTEE: Samud Howell, Owcn Biddle,

n'

Jal1Jl<~lJiddle.
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on John Nixon and others, the Committee of Accounts,
in favour of said Davis, for one hundred Pounds; and an
Order on RoZ,ert Towers, Commissary, for two quarter-
casks of Gunpowder for the purposes aforesaid.

Resolved, That the Officers, prisoners of war at Read-
ing, be removed from that Town to the Town of Lebanon,
in Lancaster County j and that the Committee of the Town
of Reading be desired to cause the said removal to be ef-
fected, and to draw on this Board for the charges that shall
be incurred in executing the same; and that the Committee
of the Town of Lebanon be desired to provide qnarters for
the said Prisonexs, and to take their parole, and see that the
same be faithfully observed.

Resolved, That the Mariners taken prisoners by Captain
Barry, and brought to this City, be suffered to go at large
upon their promising not to bear Arms against the Anu:rican
Colonies, and not to leave this City without the consent of
this Committee, or of Mr. Allen 1I1~oore,(who is appointed to
take care of them,) and that they will appear before the said
Allen Moore once every day.

Upon application of Captain Thomas Forrest, for a sum
of Money to purchase clothing for his Marine Company, by
order of the Board an Order was drawn on John "ArLNes-
bitt, Esq., for thirty Pounds, in favour of said Forrest, for
which he is to be accountable to said Nesbitt.

In Committee of Safety, April 18, 1776.

Present: Thomas Tf'harton, Chairman, Robert 1f/hite,
Daniel Roberdeau, Joseph Parker, David Rittenhause,
Samuel lIawell, Samuel ltliles, James ltfease, George
Clymer.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on John
Nixon and others, the Committee of Accounts, for one
hundred and seventy Pounds eighteen Shillings and one
Penny, being the amount of his Account for Medicines or-
dered by this Committee some time past, which were re-
ceived by Dr. Rush.

The followingResolve of Congress was this day delivered
to this Committee, and ordered to be entered on the .Mi-
nutes:

"In Congress, April 17, 1776.

"Resolved, That the Committee of SafE)ty of the Pro-
vince of Pennsylvania be requested to permit John Young,
Jun., and Johnston Smith to carry to Virginia all such
Arms as they have purchased, or shall purchase, in Penn-
sylvania, for the use of the Continental Army in the said
Colony of Virginia, before the 1st day of "ArJaynext, at such
price as the said Committee shall regulate, not to exceed
one thousand stand in the whole.

" Extract from the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOi\ISON,Secretary."

In consequence of the above Resolve of Congress, John
Young has liberty to purchase as many Fire-locks as will
complete the said one thousand stand, provided he complete
the number before the 1st day of May.

Resolved, That Mr. David Rittenhouse be added to the
Fort-Island Committee.

In Committee of Safety, April 19, 1776.

Present: James Biddle, Chairman, George Clymer, Owen
Biddle, Daniel Roberdeau, Thomas Tf'harton, Jun., Joseph
Parker, SamuCl Howell, John Nixon.

By order of the Board Robert Towers, Commissary, was
directed to deliver to Captain Thomas Forster, for the use of
his Marine Company on board the Floating Battery, thirty
Fire~locks, with twenty-three rounds of Cartridges.

The Sub-Committee appointed to consider what further
defences are necessary for the River, agree in opinion that
a Floating Battery, of a similar, or nearly similar construc-
tion with the one now in service, be immediately built, not
doubting but the Committee, from their different contracts,
will be speedily supplied with a sufficient number of suitable
Cannon to mount thereon.

The Board, taking the above Report of the Sub-Com-
mittee into consideration, do resoh-e that a Floatin<T Batte-
ry be. immediately built, under the direction oC Samuel

Howell, Robert Tf'hite, and Ge01ge Clymer, a Committee
hereby appointed for the p!lrpose.

A Letter was this day written, by order of the Board, to
Dr. Charles Burrell, of Germantown, acquainting him that
Lieutenant Bogar and Mr. John Draper, two prisoners on
their parole, were going to reside at Germantown, and that
their allowance was fifteen Shillings each, per week, which
would be paid by this Board.

In Committee of Safety, April 20,17711.

Present: john ;Yixon, Chairman, Alexand£T TVilcocks,
George Clymer, George Gray, Samuel Howell, Joseph
Parker, Daniel Roberdeau, James Biddle, John Cadwal-
lader.

In Committee of Safety, April 22, 17"16.

P.resent: John Ni.r:o,n,Chairman, George Clymer, Robert
Whzte, Samuel "Arlorns, Jun., John Cadwallader, David
Rittenhouse, Joseph Parker, Daniel Roberdeau, James
"Arlease.

By order of the Board Robert Towers, Commissary, was
directed to deliver Captain Nathaniel Falconer half a bar-
rel of Gunpowder, for the use of the signal guns at Lcwes-
town.

By order of the Board Robert Towers, Commissary, WITs.
directed to deliver Captain Brown twenty-six Fire-locks,
Cartridge-boxes, and Bayonet-belts, for the use of his Com-
pany of Marines.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on the Com-
mittee of Accounts for forty-fiveShillinCTs,payable to Adener
Baldwin and Benjamin Low, two m:n who deserted from
Lord Dunmore, being so much given them to assist them to
go to New-Brunswick, to their families.

Resolved, That William and Th.omasBradford print two
thousand English, and that Henry Miller print three hun-
dred German, Rules and Regulations for the better govern'-
ment of the Military Association in Pen7k~ylvania,the Arti-
cles of Association, and the Resolutions direetinCTthe mode
of levying Taxes on Non-Associators in Pennsylv~nia, agree~
ably to the resolution of the Assembly at their last session.

Resolved, That Robert Towers, Commissary, reserve
twenty-one Fire-locks for Captain Brown, exc1usive of the.
order for twenty-six delivered this day; and that he deliver
in equal proportions, to Colonel Dickinson, Colonel Robcr~
deau, Colonel Cadwallader, and Colonel McKean, the re-
mainder of the Fire-locks which he has in his possession
belonging to this Province, taking receipts for the same.

In Committ~e of Safety, April 23, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, John Cadwallader
Owen Biddle, George Clymer, Joseph Parker, Daniel Ro~
berdcau, Samuel Howell.

By order of the Board Robert Towers was directed to
deliver to Mr. Bidwell one ton of Crude Sulphur for re~
fining.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on the Com~
mittee of Accounts for three hundred Pounds, in favour of
Captain R1~hards or Captain Fal.coner, for the use of the
Alarm Committee, the expenditure of which they are to be
accountable for.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on the Com-
mittee of Accounts, in favour of Mr. Owen Biddle, (forae-
count of the Powder-Mill building by order of Congress,)
for five hundred and fifty Pounds, the expenditure of which
Captain Cowperthwaite and Mr. Cleme'fl,tBiddle is to be
accountable for.

Upon application of Colonel M1:les,for a sum of Money
for the use of the Pennsylvania Battalions under bis com-
mand, by order of the Board an Order was drawn on 1tli-
chacl Hillegas, Esq., Treasurer, in favourof ColonelSamuel
Miles, for one thousand Pounds.

In Committee of Safety, April 24, 1776.

Present: John J:lixon,Cha~rman, SamuelRowell, George
Clymer, James Bzddle, Dame! Roberdeau, Samuel Miles
David Rittenhouse. '

Resolved, That Dr. Duffield and Dr. Rush have the su~
perintendence and direction of the Hospital and Pest-Bouse,
a~d have full.power to fit the same for the reception of the
SICk, to provIde Nurses and all necessaries and Utensilsthat

'*'
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shall be wanting, ann contract with Mr. ltIcClush (or fur-
1'Iishing the Sick with Fire-wood apd Provisions, and attend-
ing them upon the tenn.S he fOI'!1lerlyundertook the same.

Upon application of Colonel Samuel Miles, for some light
Sail-Cloth lor making Tents, for the use of the Troops in the
service of this Province, by order of the Board Robert Tow-
ers was directed to deliver what Sail-Croth he has, belonging
to the Provin,ce, (of No.8,) for the use afor~said.

In Committee of Safely, April 25, 1776.

Present: James Biddle, Owen Biddle, Daniel Robcr-
deau, Samuel Howell, Joseph Parker.

In Cmnmittee of Safety, April 26, 1776.

Present: George Clymer, Owen Biddle, James Biddle,
Samuel Howell, George Ross, John CQ.dwallader,Samuel
~Iorris, Jun.

. By orderof the Hoard an Order was drawn on Robert
Towers, to deliver C<lptain H«:;lev!Qod si1\:hundred weight
of Brimston!:J,and one other Order to deliver Peter De
Ilaven, for the use of Lewis Prahl, one hundred pounds of
Brass, for mounting tll!:JFire-locks ma~ing by him for the
use of this Provi,I,l,cc.

Upon application of Robert Towers, for the payment of
two Accounts for Fire-locks, Saltpetre, &c., purchased and
paid for by him, by order of the Board two Orders were
drawn on the Committee of AccQunts, in his favour, amount-
jng to one hUlldred.and si~ty Pounds thirteen Shillings four
and a half Pence.

A Memorial was this day signed and sent to Congress,
soliciting that honourable body for a few pieces of the
heaviest Canna» taken, by Commodore Hopkins at Provi-
dence.

Letters \vere this day written to the Committees of Cum-
berland, York, and Northampton Counties, requesting they
would each send to the Commissary in this City fifty-six
}"ire-locks, Bayonets, and Accoutrements, out of the num-
ber made in said Counties, for the use of this Province; the

. said Anm are requested for the arming the Battalion of Mus-
ketry raising for the immediate defence of this Province,

Resolved, That a Powder Magazine be built on the
ground belonging to the Powder-Mill of Congress at French-
Creek, and that Clement Biddle and Joseph Cowpcrthwait
procure matt)rials, and employ proper persons to carry this
resolve into execution.

Upon application of Ludwig Fohur, for the payment of
his Acco.unt for Fire-locks purchased of him by Captain
Jones, and for the repairs of sundry others for his and Cap-
tain Dorsey's Companies, in Colonel Dc Haas's Battalion,
jJ) the servi<;e Qf the United Colonies, by order of the Board
au Qrder was dl\lwn on :Mt)s,srs, Mease and Caldwell, in
favour of said Fohur, for ninety-three Pounds eleven Shil-
lings and one Penny, being the amount of said Accounts.

By order of tbe Board an Order was drawn on John
Nixon and others, the Committee of ACGounts, in favour of
COlOAlet1:l11rt,for tw,enty-five Pounds two Shillings and six
Pence, being the amount of ten Fire-locks purcbased by
Henry Wynkoop, in Bucks County, which sum is to be
charged to the amOUI)t of. Arms purchased for account of
Congrt\ss.

Upon application of Lieuten.ant-Colonel Caleb .Parry,
for a,sum ofMopl~y for tbe use of the Musket Battalion in
the service of this Province, by order of the Board all Order
was drawn on Miclwel 11

.

ille~'as, Esq., in favour of said
Parry, for two hundJ;edand fitty Pounds.

In Commit.t.ee of Safet.y, April 27,1776.

Present: Samuel Howell, George Gray, John Cadwal-
lader, Daniel Roberdeau, Joseph Parker, James Biddle,
Jame8 _lJ'{e!1~e,Samuel Miles.

Re~Ql~ed, That it is ne~es,Sary Lieutenant Boger and Mr.
Jon,n.Draper attend in tbis City on Monday next, in order
to be examined in the Court of Admiralty, and that they
return to their. st;IJ.ion, at GerrnqntQwn a5 soon as they are
,dismis~ed by the said COllrt. . .

&.~o.lved, That the Rev. Dqvid Jone,y be, and he is
he~by, appoit;lWlGhaplain to Colonel Shea and Colonel

Wayne's Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops, ill the service
of the United Colonies.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on John
Nixon, Esq. and others, the Committee of Accounts, in fa-
vour of Colonel Hart, for the use of Henry Tfynkoop, for
seven Pounds fifteen ShiJIings, being the amount of three
Fire-locks purchased by him, which is to be charged to the
Arms bought on account of Congress.

By order of the Board Robert Towers, Commissary, was
directed to deJiver to Colonel SamucllMiles, or his order,
what Intrenching Tools he may have occasion for, taking
receipts for the same; and to Captain Sa71lUelftilorris one
quarter-cask of Gunpowder, for the use of tho Light-Horse.

In CpmmiUee of Safety, April 29,1776.

Present: Alexander TVilcodes, Chairman, George Cly-
mer, Samuel Howell, Owen Biddle, John Cadwallader., Jo-
seph Parker, Thomas Wharton, John Ni:x;on.

Upon application of Captain N. Falconer, for two Swivels
on board one of the Guard-Boats, by order of the Board
Captain Hazlewood was directed to deliver them for the use
of the Congress.

In consequence of the intelligence received that the Roe-
buck Man-of-'War is aground upon Brandywine, Captain
Reed was ordered with the Provincial Ship ftilontgomery to
proceed down the river and bay, and join the Commodore,
who is already on his way with the Arm~d Boats, in order
to take or destroy her. Captain Reed was also ordered to
make up his complement of Seamen out of the Floating
Battery, and to take a detachment of Captain Proctor's
Artillery.

In Committee of Safety, April 30, 1776.

Present: John lV?~:x;on, Chairman, John Cadwallader"
Daniel Roberdean, Owen Biddle, Ge01"ge Gray, James
Mease, George Clymer, Samnel [-lowell, Jo,yeph Parleer,:
Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel ~lor1"is, Jun.

A Letter was this day written to the Commodore, ac-
quainting him that this Board had directed Mr. James ftileasc
and Mr. Samuel Morris to inquire into the cause of the
Armed Boats returning; and if those gentlccmen should
think proper to order them down again, the Commodore i~;
to proceed back until he is fully satisfied that the Roebuck
has got off.

In Committee of Safety, May 1, 1776.

Present: John CadwallQ.der, Chairman, James frlease"
Samnel Miles, Owen Biddle, George Clymer, Joseph PQ.r~
leer, Samuel Howell, Alexander Wi1;:lJelcs,Samuel JJforris"
hnior.

Resolved, That Mr. JohTJ,Reed be appointed Clerk to
the Commissary of Stores and Barrackmaster at :Port---
Island, and that he be a,lIowed five Pounds per month for
his services, to commence at the time of hi;; being first em--
played at the Fort.

Upon application of Colonel Samuel .Miles, for Medicines
for the use of three Battalions of Pennsylvania Land
Forces, by order of the Board Dr. Rush and Dr. Dujlield
were required to furnish the Surgeons of the said Battalions
with the necessary Drugs and Medicines.

The Sisterhood of Bethlehen~ haying presented this Board:
with a quantity of Linen rags for the benefit of such as may
be wound~)d in the service of their couQt.ry,

Re,~(Jlv.ed, That this instance of their hUlnanity be thank..
filny acknowledged.

Resolved, That Mr. IIowelland Mr..L1JeQse be a Com..
mittee to inquire if two of the Armed Boats can befitted
out in order to go down to. the Bay of Delaware, to be
there stationed for .the protection of the Commerce of tI]~;
Province; and if they find that it is practicable 10 fit or alter
two for tha.t purpose, that they employ proper persons..t<!
carry the same int9 execution.

By Order of tbe Board the fonowing Notice was ordered
to be published in the Papers: '

"AlI persons who are now Prisoners on parole in the dif~
ferent parts of this Province are strictly enjoined not to
leave the District that has been appointed for their resi-
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dence without the written permission of this Board; and an
Prisoners who come into this City by the license of the
Congress are directed, upon their arrival, immediately to

communicate such license to this Committ~e; a.nd if any
Prisoners shall be found trespassing against this order, their
persons will be immediately seized and imprisoned."

M4RrLA;N::OCOUNCJL OF SAFETY TO MESSRS. CHARLES
BEATTY AND BAKER JOHNSON.

[No. 100.] Annapolis,April 1, 1776.

GEJ"'TLEMEN: Sixty pounds currency were sent by Mr.
Ford, the 23d January, by order of our Board, to Mr. Tho-
mas JohnWil, at Fredericktown, and, in his absence, to you,
to he expended in the purchase of gem-locks for the use of
the Province; but as we have not heard anything from him
or you upon the subject, and are in very great want of that
articJe, we desire you will inform us how many were
bought, and where they are; or if there have not been any
purchased, whether there is a probability of applying the
money to that use in your County.

Weare, &c.

To Messrs. Charles Beatty and Baker Johnson.

MARYLAND COUNCJL OF SAFETY TO TALBOT COU~~ COM-
MITTEE.

[N(),101.] Annapolis, April I, 1776.

GENTLE~fEN: Tn consequence of an information we re-
ceived tbat thl3re_were one or two barrels of bullets, and a
quantity of gun-tJiJ'ts belonging to this Province, in the pos-
session of Mr. Leeds, we wrote to you the 14th February,
rE>questing that rou would make inquiry into that matter,
and if you found it true, that you would take them under
your care, and send them to the Council of Safety by the
first safe conveyance; but as we have not received any an-
swer to our letter, we presume it must have miscarried, and
therefore we send you this, and beg that you will immedi-
ately examipe into the truth of the above information.

Weare, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Talbot County.

HICKRY FISHER TO THE COM~IlTTEE OF SAFETY OF P£NN-

SYLVANIA.
I,ewes, April I, 1776.

GENTI.EMEN: On Monday evening last a man-of-war
and her tender came within the pitch of oUr cape, and an-
chored, as you have been informed by last express. The
pilot-boat stationed near Lewes-Creek's mouth, did not dis-
cover the signal at the Light-House, nor see the ship that
evening, as it was near dark before she came to the pitch of
the cape; and when the alarm-guns were fired the people
on board the boats, although they heard them very plainly,
imagined, as they said, that we were cleaning the guns widi
a proof charge.

Tu<3sday morning the man..of-war's boat took my pilot-
boat, the wind being light and ,northerly, and ebb tide.
But before they boarded her the hands in the pilot-boat left
her, and rowed on shore at the Broad-Kill in their skiff.
The same day the man-of-war, with her tenders and boats,
took a small sloop, then lying in the road,. belonging to
Egg-Ilal'bour, in ba]]ast, the people of whom left her first

. in their boat. They also took two other small sloops from
Philadelphia--one to Sinepuxent, the other to North-Ca-
rolina; and on TYednesday sent them on shore in their <Jwn
sma]] boats. Stripped and scuttled the aforcsaid three
sloops, and set them adrift. By these people we learned
that it was Captain Hammond, of the King's ship the Roe-
buck, of forty-five guns.

They made another tender of the pilot-boat; sent her out,
took a New-England sloop bound to PMladelphia for corn;
and that night, lying too near the cape, the hand at the
helm falling asleep let the pilot-boat run on the beach,
when the Third Lieutenant, their pilot, and two sailors, left
her, went on the cape, and were taken on Thursday by our
men. We stripped the pilot-boat of everything of value,
and found ten muskets and five pistols, which had been
thrown over the side where the boat lies. On Friday and
Saturday they took nothing. On Friday the sloop lIor-
net appeared near Indian-River, and sent on shore and got
a pilot, but we have not seen her since; and the same
evening the brig Captain Barry came down undcr Cape-

May, and on Sunday morning went out. The ship and
tender put out to sea al~o after the brig, but returned on
Sunday evening into the' road. 'Ve have ,been day and
night on guard, both on the cape and at Lewes and Piwt-
town.

The several companies of Militia from all parts of the
country who live within twenty, or five-and-twenty miles of
Lewes, came in as soon as they could be expected, seemed
all unanimous and hearty in t11Pcause, determined to de-
fend their country. There bave been near one thousand
men in at times the last week, so that we were obliged to
discharge many of them, not having occasion for half the
number. We prevailed on those who lived at a distance to
leave some of the best of their arms, (for numbers cif them
want fire-locks,) which are not to be purchased.

On Saturday last Captain Pope's Company, of the De-
laware Battalion of regular soldiers, carne dO\vIlfrom Kent,
all well equipped. How long the ship intends to stay we
cannot learn. If anything material should happen I shall
endeavour to let you know it.

I am, gentlemen, your very humble servant,
HENRY FIS1IF.R.

To the Committee of Safety of Philadelphia.

P. S. From what I can learn from the prisoners that we
have got, you may daily expect several large ships; there-
fore, I hope that you may be upon your guard, as, from
what I can learn, they are to come up your river. The
Lieutenant and other prisoners will be sent up to YOll to-
morrow by land, Or else it shall cost me a fall. .

HENRY FISHER.

Leweslown, April 2, 1776-four o'clock.

To the Gentlemen that keep the Stage-horses:
You are required to let the bearer (Mr. Samuel Ed-

'IJ'ards) have them; as he is one of the stationed
r

ilots,
therefore can relate matters more particular than can
write. HENRY FISHER.

CEDAR-CREEK,April 2, 1776-six o'clock. .
THOMAS EVANS.

DOVER, Tuesday, ten minutes after nine o'cloek, arrived;
despatched at ten o'clock, April 2. BATTILL.

CANTVILLEBRJPGE, Tuesday, fifty-two minutes after one ;
despatched ten minutes after two.

MATTHEW DELANY.

WILMINGTON,Tuesday, thirty-eight minutes after seven
o'clock, arrived express, and despatched fifty-five minutes
after seven o'clock, April 2, 1776, Tuo:\1AS KEAN.

In Committee of S&fety, PhiladeJphia, April 3,1776.

Resolved, That the Letter received from Ilenry Fisher,
of Lewes, be immediately sent to the Delegates of this Pro-
vince, to be laid before the Congress; and the said Delegates
be requested to represent it as the sense of the Committee,
that if two or more fast-sailing Yessels, of small draft of
water, were properly equipped, they might protect the
trade of this and the neighbouring Colonies in the Bay of
Delaware, now infested with Tenders and small Armed
Vesse\s of the enemy, and secure the supplies of Military
Stores expected £I'omabroad, and to apply to the Congress
to take speedy measures for that purpose; and also to sug-
gest the propriety of ordering back to this port the several
~utward-bound Vessels now lying on the Rivers, and em-
ploying the Seamen in this service until the trade of the
Bay is mare secure.

Extract from the Minutes:
WU.LIAM GOVETT, Secretary.

VALENTINE STANDLEY TO CONTINENTAL C6NGRE'SS.

A pril I, ] 776.

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: Extremely sorry am I to
think, that so near a relation as Mr. Richard Standley is'to
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me should have so far sunk himself beneath the dignity of
a n;an, as to chose rather to throw up his commission than
fiqht in this so glorious a cause. I now humbly beg leave
(for the honour of the family, as well as that of myself). to
retrieve his spotted and blemished character, by offermg
myself as a candidate for that or any oth.er office you may
think me capable of. Should I meet wIth your approba-
tion, my highest ambition will be to honour my statIOn.

V ALENTINE STANDLEY.

To the Honourable Continental Congress.

JOHN ADAMS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, April 1, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The bcarer of this letter (Francis Dana,
Esq., of Cambridge) is a gentleman of family, fortune, and
education, returned in the last packet from London, where
he has been about a year. He has ever maintained an ex-
cellent character in his country, and a warm friendship for
the Arrwrican cause. He returns to share with his friends
in their dangers and their triumphs. I have done myself
the honour to give him this letter u)r the sake of introducing
him to your acquaintance, as he has frequ~ntly expre,ssed t.o
me a desire to embrace the first opportumty of paymg Ins
respects to a character so highly esteemed, and. so justly
admired throughout all Europe as well as Amenca. Mr.
Dana will satisfy you that we have no reason to expect
peace from Britain.

I conaratulate you, sir, as well as all the friends of man-
kind, on"'the reduction of Boston-an event which appeared
to me of so great and decisive importance, that the next
moming after the arrival of the news, I did myself the
honour to move for the thanks of Congress to your Excel-
lency, and that a medal of gold should be struck in co~-
memoration of it. Congress have been pleased to appomt
me, with t~o other gentlemen, to prepare ~ devi?e. ~
should be very happy to have your Excellency s sentunents
concerning a proper one.

I have the honour to be, with very great respect, sir,
your most obedient and affectionate servant,

JOHN AUAlIIS.

To General Washington.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL CHARLES LEE.

Philadelphia, April 1, 1776.

SIR: The Congress having appointed Mr. Dohicky Arun-
del Captain of an Artillery Company in the Continental
service, and directed him to repair to the Southern Depart-
ment, and there to put himself under your command, 1
have it in charge from that body to inform you that you
are directed to set on foot the raising a Company of Artil-
lery. This you will endeavour to accomplish as early as
possible, being sensible the service calls for such a compa-
ny, that we may be the better enabled to defend ourselves
and annoy our enemies.

The Convention, or Committee of Safety of Virginia,
to whom 1 write by this conveyance, are requested to ap-
point the other officers of the said company. .

I have the honour to be, sir, you most obedient and very
humble servant, JOHN HANCOCK,President.
To the Honourable Major-General Lee.

I have paid Captain Arundel sixty dollars, which you
will please to have stopped out of his pay.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO VIRGINIA CONVENTION.

Philadelphia, April 1, 1776,

GI:NTLEMEN:Mr. Dohicky Amndel, being appointed a
Captain of an Artillery Company in the Continental service,
and directed to repair to the Southern Department, to put
himself under the command of General Lee, who is directed
to set on foot the raising such a company, I have it in
charge from Congress to inform you, that it is recommended
to you to appoint the other officers in the said Artillery
Company.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To the HonQur:ableConveption or c.ommjttee of Safety of
VI~rginia.

SAMUEL TUCKER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Trenton, April 2, 1776.

SIR: Since writing last, I find we shall have considerable
difficulty in getting entertainment at .Mount-Holly for tbc
officers and soldiers now prisoners in this town. Two of
the officers, viz: Mr. Cleaveland and Mr. Shuttlesworth,
have been there, and complain of the quarters, and are very
desirous that they may be removed to Burlington, whcrc
all may be well provided for; which, as our Co.mmittce of
Safety meets on Monday next at New-BrunS1Vlck, I shall
lay before them, and hope Congress will have no objection
to their being quartered in Burlin{{ton, as I find the Nett-
Yorkers have taken every place III Boundbrook, which I
passed through last Saturday, and many have moved from
Philadelphia to Mount-Holly, as I am informed.

Enclosed you have a return of the First and Second Bat-
talions, which Mr. Lowrey informed me you wanted. As
the several officers received their commissions, the date of
passing muster, &c., in the First Battalion was transacted, in
part, by MI'. Fisher, the Vice-President of our Convention,
who has not yet infonned me so minutely as I could haye
wished.

Our Committee of Safety have directed me to send you
the enclosed list of wearing apparel, said to be lost or stolel1
on the road from Chambly, laid before the Committee by
order of Major Stopford, as improper for them to determine
upon.

I have the pleasure to infonn you that I saw part of our
Militia pass Brunswick Ferry on Saturday morning last, on
their way to New-YQrk.

I have the honour to be, your most obedient, humb"le
servant, SAMUEL TUCKER.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

The First Battalion NI:W..JERSEYTroops, Lord STlRI.I1'iG
CQlonel; now WILLIAMWINDS,Esq.

First Captain, Joseph Morris, Esquire; First Lieutenant,
Daniel Baldwin; Second Lieutenant, Daniel Brown; En-
sign, Matthias Halsted. Received 8th November, 1775, pPf
Elias Dayton, Esquire. Commissions dated 4th December,
1775, per S. T.

Second Captain, Silas lIowell, Esquire; First Lieutenant,
John Mercer; Second Lieutenant, Richard Johnson; En-
sign, Cyrtt.yDehard. Received 14th November, 1775, p'~r
Elias Dayton, Esquire. Commissions dated 4th December,
1775, per S. T.

Third Captain, John Conway, Esquire; First Lieutenant,
Lewis Johnson Costigin; Second Lieutenant, Peter VOQr-
hies; Ensign, Francis Costigin. Received 21st NQvember,
1775. Commissions filled up the 4th December, per S. T.
, Fourth Captain, John Polhemus, Esq.; First Lieutenant,

John Vananglin; Second Lieutenant, Samuel Axford ; En-
sign, William Sickels. Received 22d NQvember, 177,5.
Commissionsfilled up 25th November, 1775, per S. T.

Fifth Captain, Joseph Meeker, Esquire; First Lieutenant,
Yellas Mead; Second Lieutenant, Archibald Dallas; En-
sign, Geor/(e Ross, the third. Received 9th December, 177.5,
per Elias DaytQn, Esquire. Commissioned 10th December,
1775, per S. T.

Sixth Captain, Andrew McMyer, Esquire; First Lieutn-
nant, Isaac Morrison; Second Lieut. Alexander Clough;
Ensign, Jacob Piatt. Received 15th December, 1775, per
Elias Dayton, Esq. Commissioned 16th December, 1775,
per S. T.

Seventh Captain, Daniel Piatt, Esquire; First Lieutenant,
Hendrick Fisher, Jun.; Second Lieutenant, John Flahrt-
vin; Ensign, John Rob/~Ttson. Commissioned by Hendriclc
Fisher, Vice-President of the Provincial Convention.

Eighth Captain, Elia,~Longstreet, Esquire; First Lieute-
nant, Hortenes &hanck; Second Lieutenant, John HQlme,1;
Ensign, Abraham Lanf!. Gave commissions by order of
Lieutenant-Colonel Winrh, 9th February, 1776.

Second Battalion of NEW-JERSEYTroops, commanded by
Colonel MAXWELL; Lieut. Colonel, ISRAEL SHREVg;

ltlajor, DAVID RAY.

First Captain, William Faukner; Esq.; First Lieutenant,
James DillQn; Second Lieutenant, Nathaniel Bowman i
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Ensign, John Sparks. Rece!v~d 11th November, } 775,
. per Joseph EIHs, Esq. CommiSSionsfilled up 12th .Novem-
ber,1775,per S. T. .

Second Captain, Joseph Braerly, Esq.; First Lieutenant,
Thomas Yard; Second Lieutenant, Jonathan Phillips;
Ensign, Thomas Ryerson. Received 20th November, 1775,
per John lUehelm, Esq. Commissions filIed lip 21st No-
vember, 1775, per S. '1~

Third Captain, Jam£s Lawrey, Esq.; First Lieutenant,
John Hollingshead; Second Lieutenant, Jarnes Ashmore;
EnsiO'n,Samuel Hendry. Received 27th .lVovember,1775,
per John Mehelm, Esq. Commissions filled up 28th No-
vember, 1775, per S. T.

FOlll'th Captain, William Shute, Esq.; First Lieutenant,
lIenr1)Freese; Second Lieutenant, Jeremialt Smith; Ensign,
1YilliamPanet. Received 29th November, 1775, per Joseph
Ellis, Esq. Commissions filled up 29th Novemoel", 1775,
per S. T.

Fifth Captain, Richard Howell, Esq.; First Lieutenant,
John Noble Cumming; Seeond Lieutenant, Seth Bowman;
l~nsign, Samuel Naglee. Rece.iv~d 29th November, 1775,
per Joseph Ellis, Esq. CommissIOns dated 30th Novem-
ber, 1775, per S. T.

Sixth Captain, John Budd Scott, Esq.; First Lieutenant,
James Maxwell; Second Liel\tenant, John Higgins; En-
sign, Francis Dulloss. Received 9th December, 1775, per
John lUehelm, Esq. Commissions dated 11th December,
1775, per S. T.

Seventh Captain, Joseph Stout, Esq,; First Lieutenant,
Samuel Reading; Seeond Lieutenant, Ephraim Anderson;
Ensign, Aaron -Lane, Jun. Received the 18th December,
1775, per John Mehelm, Esq. Commissions dated 18th
Dccember, 1775, per S. T.

Eighth Captain, Archibald Shaw, Esq.; Fir;;t Lietlte-
nant, Henry Luce; Second Lieutenant, William Helm;
Ensign, George Reynolds. Received 25th December, 1775,
per John ltlehelm, Esq. Commissions dated 25th Decem-
ber, 1775, per S. T.

NEW-BRUNSWICK (NEW-JERSEY) CO)IMITTEE.

In Committee of Observation for the South Ward of New-.

Brunswick, County of ltliddlesex, New-Jersey, the 1st
day of April, 1776: '

Whereas William Steele, an inhabitant of this Ward,
having heretofore been cited to appear before this Com-
mittee in consequence of a charge exhibited against him,
that he had not subscribed the Provincial Association,
and had, in the most publick manner, set himself against
the -measures taken for the defence and security of the just
ri"hts and privileges of America, did refuse to appear, and
did, moreover, by letter, insult this Committee in the most
haughty and insolent tenns, for which they were under the
necessity of ordering him arrested and cont1ned ; and whereas
the said William Steele, having, in the most solemn manner,
by word and writing, engaged a~d obligated himself to use
all means, by a quiet, peaceable, and orderly behaviour, to
convince his country and this Committee of his better inten-
tions towards the cause of publick freedom, hath, notwith-
standing, disregarded his engagements, violated his obliga-
tions, and persisted, by misrepresentations, artifice, and
treachery, to discourage and dispirit his neighbours ii-om
takinO' an active and cordial part in behalf of their suf-
ferin~ oppressed, and bleeding country, and to speak in op-
prob;ious terms of this Committee, and to show himself, in his
general conduct, disaffected and opposed to the liberties
of his country;-this Committee, therefore, in conscientious
discharge of their duty, and the trust reposed in them by
their constituents, do publish and hold up to the world as
an unworthy member of the community, and an inveterate,
obstinate, incorrigible enemy to his country, the said Tf'il-
liam Steele; and do hereby express their belief and expec-
tation, that all persons in whose hearts the sentiments of
justice, honour, virtue, and patriotism, have any place and
influence, will discountenance, avoid, contemn, and have
no conneetion or intercourse whatever with the said Wil-
liam Steele; to the cnd that he may feel the sad effects
of rising up against the rights

"o~ hum~n nature, and that
others who may, pe'rhaps, have It III theIr power to do more
prejudice to their country, may see and fcar, and avoid the

rock on which he has split; for, weak and unimportant as
he is, this Committee are not at all apprehensive he will
ever be able to effect the misehief to which his heart would
prompt him. And this Committee do resolve and declare,
for the satisfaction of their countrymen, that if what they
have done is found insufficient to reclaim the said TVilliam
Steele, they will then proceed to take such further steps in
discharge of their duty as the circumstances of the case may
reqUire.

Signed by order of the Committee:
ABRAHAMTERHUNE, Clerk.
J. WETHERILL, Chairman.

LORD STIRLING TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-York, April 1, 1776.
My DEARGENERAL: I am honoured with your letter of

the 24th. Brigadier-General Heath arrived here on Satur-
day last with the five regiments that marched from camp
with him. The Riflemen came in a day or two before.
The Connecticut Militia, detached by Governour Trumbull,
are also chiefly arrived. These, with what are constantly
coming in from the westward, will put us on such a footing
as to numbers, that I think we have little to fear from Gene-
ral Jlowe, should he attempt anything in this quarter.
Staten-Island is still open to their invasion, and I should be
glad we were so possessed of it that we could

frevent their
making any lodgment in it. For this purpose willendea-
your to get Gencral Heath's leave to go over there on TVednes-
day next, to set the Militia of New-Jersey at work on it. I
shall only add, that I could wish General Howe would
come here in preference to any other spot in America, as I
believe it would now be of least detriment to the American
cause; besides, then I should have the honour of serving
under your immediate command.

I am, very sincerely, your devoted, humble servant,
STIRLING.

To General TVashington.

To. the Honourabl£ the Provincial Congress of the City of
N EW- YORK.

TILe ltUmble Petition of ABNER BRIGGS showeth:

Whereas your Petitioner, some time past, did apply to
this Congress for leave to export a cargo of provisions to the
Island of Nantucket, for the use of the inhabitants thereof,
which was accordingly granted him on conditions that he
bring a certificate of the performance of the said conditions:
your Petitioner, therefore, agreeable thereto, now waits
upon this honourable body with the said certificate; and
humbly prays for leave to purcbase another cargo of pro-
visions, as the inhabitants of Nantucket are greatly distressed.
From the Selectmen of which said place, he hath a permit,
specifying the quantity and articles that are most necessary,
and certifying that the same are wanted absolutely for the use
and consumption of the said inhabitants of Nantucket. Your
Petitioner, since his arrival, understands that pork and beef
are prohibited for exportation, and prays he may have liberty
to purchase an equivalent in any other sort of provisions or
produce.

April, 1776,

To the Honourable Provincial Congress of NEW-YoRK:

GENTLEMEN: .Whereas your Petitioner, being very de-
sirous of serving his country against the arbitrary and law-
less attempts of a designing Ministry to banish freedom
from this onee bappy and free land, and erect the standard
of despotism in its stead,-and as your Petitioner has ever
been distinguished as a hearty friend and well-wisher to the
American cause, and is now actually in the service as a
Sergeant, in Captain Johnson's Company, of Colonel Mc-
Dougall's Regiment, and a native of this city, of parents
ever distinguished as friends to the privileges of this city,
and to the American cause in general-(when your Peti.
tioner entered the service, it was in expectation of being
promoted; but finding that impracticable without the assist-
ance Qf this honourable Congress)-he has thought proper,
with the advice of his fi'iends, to make this humble ap-
plication; praying that your Honours may be pleased to
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appoint him to such vacant commission that may happen,
as yom Honours, in wisdom, may think fit.

And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, shall every pray,
&c. , I R JSAAC YCKMAN, UN.

To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President of the Provincia]
Congress, New- York.

COLONEL HASBROUCK TO ro.""EW-YORKCONGRESS.

HONQURABLEGENTLEMEN: I herewithin enclose you a
return made to me respecting the choice of an Ensign
to Captain Jacob Concklin's Company, where they have, by
a plurality of voices, elected John Crowel Ensign to the
aforesaid company, in lieu and stead of one Roger Barton,
who was first elected and commissioned, but since has
acted inimical to the good cause we are contending for with
our mother country, by inlisting in the l\'IiI}isterial service,
and is now confined in jail. I therefore pray that you will
favour the aforesaid Crowel with a commission as Ensign,
as soon as possible j and am, gentlemen, your very humble
servant,

JOHN HASBROUCK.

CHARLES SMITH TO CAPTAIN VANDEPUT.

Bridewell, Monday, April 1, 1776,

Sn~: I take this opportunity of doing myself the honour
of acquainting you with my disagreeable situation, having
been a dose prisoner ever since I have been in New- York.
I must do the New-England people jl1stice, under whose
care r have been, that they behaved extremely well. Since
their departure, the Yorkers took possession of the barracks,
kept me much closer confined, and on Saturday afternoon
gave me three days' allowance that was due, of pork and
bread only, and conducted me safe to Bridewell. Since, I
understand, my allowance is to be five pence sterling per
day-Bridewell allowance. I am beholden to the goodness
of tlle jailer for my bed and b]aIlket, or else I believe I
might perish.

I shall not, sir, trouble you with a detail of all my misfor-
tunes, as they are in no wise pleasant, but take. the liberty
to subscribe myself, your obedient servant,

CHARLES SMITH.

To Captain Vandeput, of his Majesty's Ship Asia.

P. S. King Sears, on my first arrival, called me rascal, and
pushed me on to jail with his sword. As to the sailors, I am
sorry to inform you they are gene to Philadelphia to go on
board the privateer.

GENERAL HEATH TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

New-York, April J, 1776,

SIR: A sloop is arrived here ii-omAlbany, with a num-
ber of women and children and baggage, taken at St. John's,
and sent here by Genera] Schuyler, in their way to New-
Brull:1wick. The Captain of the sloop is fearful of going
to New-Brunswick, as, in his way back, he may be stopped
and detained by the men-of-war. It will be proper, there-
fore, to obtain from Captain Vandeput a free pass for the
sloop to and fromBrunswick, which, no doubt, he will rea'"
dily grant, as it obtains every convenience for those prisoners,
who must otherwise undergo .i fatiguing march by land; and
I must beg the favour of your Committee of Safety to take
the management of this matter.

I am, sir, with respect, your most humble servant,
W. HEATH,Brigadier-General.

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, New-York.

COLONEL HAZEN TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Head-Quarters, Montreal, April 1, 1776.

, SUt: General TYooster left this place for Quebeck, the
Q7th last month. He has honoured me, though unequal to
the t.ask, with the command of this District. I sha]], there-
fore, to the utmost of my abilities, do for the best; and 1 con-
ceive h my duty, as well as inclination, to inform you of
every material cin'umstimce as they occur to me, as well as
to give you a particular acconnt, from time to time, of this
important District j and perhaps it may not be thought amiss

if I add my own ideas of the whole country, and afIhirs in
general. You are not unacquainted with the friendly dis-
pqsition of the Canadians when General hlontgomery first
penetrated into the country. The ready assistance which
they gave on an occasions, by men, carriages, or provisions,
was most remarkable, even when he was before Quebeck;
many Parishes offered their service in the reduction of th,\t
fortress, which was at that time thought lIm:1Ccessary. But
his most unfortunate fate, added to other incidents, has caused
such a change in their disposition, that we no longer look
upon them as friends, but, on the contralY, waiting an oppor-
tunity to join our enemies. That no observations of my own
may remain obscure, I beg leave to observe, that I think tbe
clergy (or guardians of the souls, and conductors of the
bodies) of these enthusiasts have been neglected, perhaps .in
some instances ill used. Be that as it wi]], they are unani!TIous,
though privately, again:,t our cause; and I have too much
reason to fear many of them, with other people of some
consequence, have carried on a correspondence the whole
winter with Genera] Carleton in Quebeck, and are now plot-
ting our destruction. The peasantry in general have been ill
used j they have in some instances been dragooned, with
the point of the bayonet, to furnish wood for the garrison, at a
lower rate than the current price; carriages, and many oth:~r
articles furnished, for which certificates were given, not legi-
b]e and without signature-the one half of consequence re-
jected by the Quartermaster-General. It is true, they have
been promised payment, frem time to time; yet they look
upon such promises as vague, their labour and property ]mt,
and the Congress and the United Colonies as bankrupt j and
(what is a more materia] point) they have not seen sufficient
force in the country to protect them. These matters furnid)
very strong arguments to be made use of by our enemies.

To take a view of our little Army here, I have pretly
good information that our strength in camp before Quebeck
did not, on the 18th of hlarcA, much exceed that of the day
after Genera] Montgomery's fall. General Arnold had at
that time about four hundred men in a smaJl-poxHospitaL
Neither order nor subordination prevails, and of course shortly
no soJdiers. On the 15th of this month, those who wintered
in the country are £I-ee,and, in my opinion, neither art, craft,
nor money, will prevail on any of them to rein]ist to serve
in Canada. Co]onel .Liviu!Jston's Regiment, consisting of
~bout two hundre?, WIJI be tree on the same day; very fev!,
If any of them, WIll fi

,

e-engage. Of my intended regiment I
have about two hundred and fifty. The want of money
obliges me to stop; where I sha]] remain until matters take
a change, if ever, in our favour, as not a man more wi]] now
engage, and those which I have in1isted wil1 go to the right
about in case the Canadians in general join ao-ainst us; at
least such is my opinion. With respect to the better sort of
people, both Prench and English, seven-eighths are Torim,
who would wish to see our throats cut, and perhaps would
readily assist in doing it.

The taking of Quebeck is altogetlrer casual. The keep-
ing of the country, according to the present appearance of
affairs, is tota]])' against us. No preparation has, is, or can
be made to guard the river, for a very good reason-no
money or men of skiU to do it j the whole country lett
without any other kind of Jaw than that of the arbitrary
and despotiek power of the sword in the hands of the
severa] commanding officers-too frequently abused in all
cases of this nature.

You may remember, sir, in a conversation with you, at
Albany, 1 urged the necessity of sending immediately to
Canada, able Generals, a respeetab]e Army, a Committee
of Congress, a suitable supply of hard cash, a printer, &e.
Indeed, I had before represented those measures in person to
Congress-at least to the Committee of Congress-and we
have since been flattered, from time to time, with one or all
those essentials.

'The Savages hereabouts 'are C(;)O]j they keep aloof from
us; we are to expect little or no £I1endship from them, and
indeed, little or no precaution has been taken for that pur~
pose. It is expected by some that numbers wiII come froll}
the interior country, and faU on our frontiers, early in the
sprmg.

Enclosed I transmit you extracts fi'om some private le1:-
tel's, which accidently came to hand from the camp before
Quebeck. I believe the contents, as the news has come to
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town several ways. The Canadians taking up arms so
early against us is of the most important consequence. We
have brought \-about ourselves, by mismanagement, what
Governour Carleton himself could never effect.

Having endeavoured to lay before you a true state of facts
as they occur to me, if I have done my duty thereby, I shall
be happy; if I have exceeded, I beg you will impute it to
pure zeal in my country's cause, and the ardent desire I
have, on all occasions, to contribute all in my power for the-
interests' of the United Colonies. And should you be of opi-
nion that any of my remarks are worthy the attention of
Congress, you will please to communicate them.

I am, sir, with true respect, your most obedient servant,
MosEs HAZEN.

'1'0 Major-General Philip Schuyler.

Head-Quarters, before Quebeck, March 26, 1776.

The contents of your last favour I have not time to an-
swer by this conveyance. This is only to give you some
idea of some late interesting transactions.

The Priests in two or three Parishes below Point-Levi
having been brought to Head-Quarters some weeks since,
on account of their diabolical condlIct, and were released on
solemn promises of amendment, have, in conjunction with
a party sent from town, imbodied several hundred Cana-
dians, and, it is said, have two twelve:'pounders. Against
this body, our men from the Point (two hundred in all)
marched yesterday morning, engaged the enemy, took thirty
prisoners; how many killed cannot learn. 'Ve had one man
wounded. This was not the enemy's main body. This
aecount is,. as I am informed, from Major Dubois, who
commanded on the oceasion. Aaron Platt and Philadel-
phia Hughes were in the party. We impatiently wait the
issue of this affair, as much depends on it. One hundred
and fifty Jerseymen and Pcnnsylvanians are to march for.
Point-Levi this day. I have only time to add that I am,
&c., GERSHOM MaTT.

To Captain Goforth, commanding at Three-Rivers.

Camp before Quebeck, March 26, 1776.

I have just time to let you know that I and my family
arrived at Head-Quarters on Saturday, 23d instant, in good
health. I am informed that five hundred Canadians, and
a few Regulars from the garrison, have assembled together,
twelve leagues below Quebcck, with two twelve-pounders,
and are getting more formidable every day; and have inter-
cepted some provisions of ours. We have sent a party of
men after them, to take their standard and bring it to Head-
Quarters. For my part I dread the consequence, as our
own party does not amount to one hundred men. God
(and he only) can determine our fate. I think we have
sent one gondola and some armed batteaus in order to inter-
cept an armed schooner from Quebeck; and they are cutting
more out of the ice-I mean the Regulars.

Excuse haste. I know your prudence will know how to
handle this dangerous news. J ROIIN ROGDEN.

To Captain Goforth, commanding at Three-Rivcrs.

P. S. Nothing shall escape my notice to you of all that
passes; and if you think me worth your notice, Id me have
your opinion. Thanks be to God, this moment, as I was
concluding this letter, news came in that Major Dubois
had sent a letter to General Arnold that our men met with
the ad,'anced party of the enemy, killed and wounded a
good many, and took thirty prisoners, and routed the rest,
and are advancing to the main body. A party of one hun-
drerl and fifty men is gone to reinforce our party. We ex-
ped further news very sOOn. If we carry our point, I think
Quebeck will soon be our own. J. B.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF CAPTAIN GOFORTH.

Reports are various with respect to Indians. Some say
five thousand are coming down to cut off Montreal; others
say they are to pass lJlontreal, come to Tl!1"ee-Rivcrs, and
hasten to Quebeck to the relief of their f..'lther,(Carleton,) who
is now confined within the walls, and must be relieved, or they
will lose all their trade. Whether reality or fiction, time ,,,ill
soon discover. Should have written to the General before

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. V.

now about some flagrant abuses that have been committed
by the private soldiers on their march to Quebeck, had I
not expected to have had the honour to receive him at
this place before now. A Priest's house has been entered
with great violence, and his watch plundered from him. At
another house they run in debt about twenty shillings, (En-
glish,) and, because the man wanted to be paid, run him
through the neck with a bayonet. "Women and children
have been terrified, and forced, with the point of the bay-
onet, to furnish horses for private soldiers without any pros-
pect of pay. I have not had it in my power to discover the
offenders, but have issued a proclamation. Captain Stout,
of the Jersey Forces, left with me a silver tablespoon,
which he thinks was taken by one of his men fi'om some
inhabitants of Montreal. Please to advertise, that the own-
ers, sendjng the marks, may have it again.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Monday, April 1, 1776.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety:
Present: Hjs Honour the Governour, his Honour the

Deputy-Govemour, Jabez Iluntington, Jedediah Elderkin,
Josh'ua West, Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

Voted, That fifteen Men, heretofore allowed "to guard
the coast of the Town of Lyme, in this Colony, under Lieu-
tenant Lee Lay, be augmented to thirty, (Officers included,)
with three Sergeants, and to be posted at dif1erent places
on said coast, by the advice and direction of his Honour the
Deputy -Gov ernour.

Voted, That the number of Men in Colonel" Gurdon
Saltonstall's Company, in tlH~ Colony service, at New-
LondQn, be augmented to ninety, by inlistment.

Voted, That two Companies, of ninety Men eaeh, (Offi-
cers included,) be raised or drafted out of the Militm, to
go to New-London, for the Colony service at New-London
Harbour; and that one of these Companies shall be raised
out of the Third Regiment, and the other out of the Eighth
Regiment of Militia in this ColQny, and be officered out of
the Officers of their respective Regiments, with a Captain,
two Lieutenants, and one Ensjgn to each Company, ob-
serving the same rank they sustain in the Militia.

Voted, That the Colonels, or Commanding Officers of
the First, Fifth, Eleventh, Twelfth, Nineteenth, Twenty-
First, and Twenty-Second Regiments, in this Colony, be
directed, forthwith, to draft out one-quarter of their Men
in their respective Regiments, (exclusive of those who are
inlistedinto the Continental seni.ce fOF the current year,)
and see that they are completely equipped with Arms and
Accoutrements, and two pounds of Ball to each man, fit for
his Gun, and six Flints, and to hold themselves in readiness
to march, on the shortest notice, for defence of any invaded
place or places in this or the neighbouring Colonies; and
that the Colonels, or Commandjng Officers of the Third,
Eighth, and Twentieth Regiments, draft out, or detach,
one-third part of their Men, (exclusive of those inlisted in
the Continental service for the current year,) and see that
they are equipped and held in readiness in the same man-
ner, and for the same purpose, aforementioned; and that
one Company to be raised in the Third Regiment, and one
Company to be raised in the Eighth Regiment, in manner
aforesaid, be immediately employed at the Colony Works
at New-London; and their pay, wages, and allowance, when
in actual service, is to be the same as the Troops in the
Continental Army.

Tuesday, April 2, 1776.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safcty:
Present: His Honour the Govemour, his Honour the

Deputy-Governour, Jabez Huntington, Jedediah Elderkin,
Joshua West, Nathaniel Walcs, Jun., Benjamin Hunting-
ton, Esquires.

.

Voted, That an Order be drawn on the Pay-Table for
three hundred and fifty Pounds, in favour of Captain Ur£ah
Haydon, to enable him to carry on the building of the Co-
lony Ship at Saybrook, and render his Account when re-
quired. [An Order was drawn April 2, 1776, and deJjvered
to Captain Ephraim Bill, for" three hundred and fifty
Pounds. ]

48
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Voted, That an Order be drawn on the Pay-Table for
,two hundred Pounds, in favour of Captain Ephraim Bill,
,to enable him to promote the building and rigging of the
Colony Ship at Saybrook, and render his Acconnt when
;required. [An Order was drawn accordingly, April 2, 1776,
;and delivered to Captain Ephraim Bill, for the sum of two
hundred Pounds.]

Voted, That Captain Richard Dickinson, of Saybrook,
be ordered to deliver up the several articles in his hands
and custody that did belong to the Brig ~Minerva, lately
commanded by Captain Giles Hall, to Captain Ephraim
Bill, taking his receipt for the same when de1ivered. [An
Order was given accordingly April 2, 1776, and delivered
to Captain Bill.]

Captain Seth Harding, of the Colony Brig Defence, was
complained of to this Board for being guilty of intemperance.
Upon which he appeared; and the evidence on both sides
was fu]]y heard and considered by his Honour the Gover-
nour and this Council, but they cannot find cause to remove
him.

Voted, That Mr. James Tilley be desired to purchase
two tons of Flax for the use of the Colony Ship, for cordage.

Voted, That an Order be drawn on the Pay-Table for
five hundred Pounds, in favour of Colonel Joshua Porter,
of Salisbury, to enable him to carryon the Colony 'V orks
at the Furnace at Salisbury, and render his Account when
required.

Voted, That the Selectmen in the Towns in the County
of New-London, on the east of Connecticut River, and the
Selectmen of the Towns in the County of Tf7indham, and
the Selectmen of the Towns of East-IIaddam and Colches-
ter, be directed to co]]ect the Saltpetre (that has been, or
may be manufactured in their several Towns) from the
manufacturers, according to the direction of the late Act of
this Colony in that behalf, and deliver the same to Colonel
Elderkin and Nathaniel Wales, Jun., Esquires, taking their
receipts for the same.

Voted, That Captain John IIJcCleave is appointed Cap-
tain of the Row-GaJley Whiting, building in New-Haven,
and that he take the charge and command of her accord-
ingly.

Voted, That Israel Bishop is appointcd Lieutenant of
the Row-Galley 1/Vhiting, now building in New-Haven.

Voted, T.o draw on the Pay-Table in t:wour of Mr. Job
Winslow, for three hundred Pounds, for the purpose of
building the Row-Ga]]ey at East-Haddam. [An Order
was drawn April 2, ] '776, and delivered to Mr. Job TVins-
low, for three hundred Pounds.]

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table, in favour of Captain
Jonathan Lester, for two hundred Pounds, for the purpose
of building the Row-Galley at Norwich. [An Order was
drawn April 2, 1776, and delivered to Captain Lester, for
two hundred Pounds.]

Voted, That Captain Josiah Burnham, of Lyme, is ap-
pointed Master of the Brig Defence, under command of
Captain Harding.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read AprUlO, 1776, and referred to tho Committee of the Whole.]

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, April 1, 1776.

SIR: This letter will be delivered you by Jonathan Ed-
dy, Esq., the gentleman from Nova-Scotia, who I mentioned
to you in mine of the 27th ultimo. He seemed desirous of
waiting on the honourable Congress, in order to lay before
them the state of publick affilirs and situation of the inha-
bitants of that Province; and as it might be in his power to
communicate many things personally, which could not be
.~owell done by letter, I encouraged him in his design, and
bave advanced him fifty dollars to defray his expenses. The
Acadian accompanies him; and as they seem to be solid,
judicious men, I beg leave to recommend them both to the
notice of Congress.

And am, most respectfully, sir, your most obedient, hum-
ble servant G W' EORGE ASHINGTON.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq., President of the Conti-
nental Congress.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, April 1, 1776.

SIR: An express arrived here this moming with a letter
from Governour Cooke, of Rhode-Island, of which the en-
closed is a copy. In consequence of this important intelli-
gence, I immediately despatched an express after ~ener~l
Sullivan, who is on his march to Norwich with SIX regJ-
ments, and ordered him to file off to ProV1:dence, if he should

. be so desired by Governour Cooke, to whom I have written
on the subject. '

General Greene was to have marched this morning with
five more regiments, by way of Providence. I have ordered
him to hasten his march for that place, and bope to coll~ct
a force there suilicient to prevent the enemy from effectlll:s
their purpose.

Whether this movement be only a fi~int, to draw our.at-
tention from their principal object, or not, is at prese,nt Ill~-
possible to determine. I momently expect further Illtelll-
gence from Governour Cooke. If the alarm should be
well-grounded, I shall hasten to Providence, and make the
necessary dispositions for their reception. I beg you to
assure the honourable Congress I sball exert myself to thD
utmost to frustrate the designs of the enemy.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
GEORGE 'V ASHINGTON.

To the Hon. John Hancock, Esq.

Providence, March 31, 1776.-Five o'clock, P. M.

SIR: I am to inform your Excellency that 1 have this
moment an express from Newport, informing me that a ship-
of-war hath arrived in the harbour of Newport, and that
twenty-seven ships, undoubtedly having the Ministeri~J
Troops on board, are within Seconet Point. Upon thIs
most alarming occasion, when we have not more than four
hundred soldiers upon Rhode-Island, and not above seve?
or eight hundred more in the wholeColony, (besides the lVlJ-
litia, not more than half armed,) I must use the most pressing
instances with your Excellency, to forward sufficient succors
to the Colony with all possible despatch. I am about iss\lin,~
the necessary orders for calling the whole Militia together,
and taking other proper measures.

I am your Excellency's most obedient servant,
NICHOLAS COOKE.

To His Excellency General Tf7ashington, Head-Quarters,
Cambridge.

Providence, March 31, 1776.-Five o'clock, P. M.

SIR: I have just received an express fi"OmColonel Belcher.,
of the Regiment of Militia on Rhode-Island, that one ship-
of-war hath got into the harbour of NewpoTt,and that twenty-
seven more, undoubtedly having the Ministerial Troops on
board, are within Seconet Point, within a few hours sail of
Newport. As they are undoubtedly destined for this Colo-
ny, I must urge the necessity of your altering your route,
and marching into this Colony to oppose the enemy. The
absolute necessity of this step will justify you.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
NICHOLAS COOKE.

To the Commanding Officer of the four Regiments of the
Continental Troops, on their march to New- York.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, March 28, 1776.
(Parole, 'Cumb~rln'1ld.) (Countersign, Gloucester.)

General Sullivan, with the six Regiments mentioned in
the General Orders of the 23d instant, are to march to-
morrow morning, at sunrise. The Quartermaster-General,
or his Assistant, will provide nine teams for each Regiment,
and the Adjutant-General will deliver the route and orders
to General Sullivan.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 29, 1776.
(Parole, Carolina) (Countersign, Lee.)

Varnum's, IIitchcock's, Little's, Read's, and Bailey's
Regiments, to march on ~Monday morning, at sunrise. Bii-
gadier-General Greene will take the command of this Bri-
gade. Deputy Quartermaster-General Parke will provide
the necessary teams, and the Commissary-General will de-
liver the provisions for the march. The Adjutant-General
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wi]] give the marching orders to the Colonels commanding
the divisions.

The Field-Officers of Regiments and Captains of Com-
panies will be answerable for any damage done to the Bar-
racks, upon their men's removing out; therefore it behooves
them to see no wanton destruction is committed, as they will
be charged with a sum sufficient to pay for repairing the
mischief done.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, March 30, 1776..
(Pdrole, Dedham.) (Countersign, Putnam.)

A detachment from the Regiment of Artillery to be ready
to march on Monday morning, with the Brigade under Bri-
gadier-General Greene.

The Colonels commanding the Regiments of this Brigade
may each of them receive a warrant for five hundred Pounds,
lawful money, upon application at Head-Quarters.

A General Court-Martial to sit j}Ionday morning, in Bos-
ton, in the Court-House, to try such prisoners as shall be
brought before them. All evidences and persons concerned
to attend the Court.

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, March 31, 1776.
(Parole, It-JotJre.) (C,)untersignl lltcll'bern.)

Larned's, Parsons's, Huntington's, Ward's, and Wyllys's
Regiments, are to march at sunrise next Thursday morn-
ing; the whole to be com.manded bj Brigadier-General
Spenar. The remainder of the Regiment of Artillery, (ex-
cept the Company that is to remain in Boston,) with such
pieces of artillery and stores as Colonel Knox shall think
necessary, are to march with the above Brigade. The
Quartermaster-General's Assistant to pay particular atten-
tion to the providing the teams for the Regiments, and the
Artillery above-mentioned. The commanding Officers of
these five Regiments may each of them have a warrant for
five hundred Pounds, upon application at Head-Quarters,
and they are to credit the Pay Abstract, for the month of
February, for that sum.

All the Ammunition, and other articles which have been
delivered to the Regiments of Militia, out of the Continen-
tal Stores, are to be carefully returned, or the value will be
deducted out of the Pay Abstract. The Assistant Quarter-
master-General and Commissary of Stores are to take care
that this order be fulfilled.

(Parole, Chester.)
Head.Quarters, Cambridge, Aprill, 1776.

(Countersign, Ohio.)

their form of Government and steady attachment heretofore-
to royalty, will come reluctantly into the idea of indepen-
dence; but time and persecution bring many wonderful
things to pass; and, by private letters which I have lately
received from Virginia, I find" Common Sense" is work-
ing a powerful change there in the minds of many men.

The four thousand men destined for Boston on the 5th,
(if the Ministerialists had attempted our works on Dorches-
ter-Ileights, or the lines at Roxbury,) were to have been
headed by General Putnam. But he would have had pretty
easy work of it, as his motions were to have been regulated
by signals, and those signals by appearances. He was not
to have made the attempt unless the town had been drained,
or very considerably weakened in its force.

I am, &c. GEORGE WASHINGTON.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SULLIVAN.

Cambridge, April 1, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Enclosed you have a copy of a letter I re-
ceived from Governour Cooke, to the contents of which I
refer you.

General Greene will march with his Brigade, this day, for
Providence; and if I find that the enemy are at Rhode-
Island, I will soon join him. Governour Cooke will forward
this to you, and will inform you whether this alarm is well-
founded or not. If it is, you must repair to Providence
with the troops under your command. If it is not, you will
proceed on your march to New- York.

I am, sir, yours, &c.
G WEORGE ASHINGTON.

To Brigadier-General Sullivan.

ADDRESS OF THE SELECTMEN OF THE TOWN OF BOSTON

TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: The Selectmen of

Boston, in behalf of themselves and fellow-citizens, with all
grateful respect, congratulate your Excellency on the suc-
cess of your military operations in the recovery of this town
from an enemy, collected from the once respected Britons,
who, in this instance, are characterized by malice and fraud,
rapine and plunder, in every trace left behind them.

Happy are we, that this acquisition has been made with
so little effusion of human blood, which, next to the Divine
favour, permit us to ascribe to your Excellency's wisdom,
evidenced in every part of the long besiegement.

If it be possible to enhance the noble feelings of that per-
son who, from the most affluent enjoyments, could throw
himself into the hardships of a camp to save his country,
uncertain of success, it is then possible this victory will
heighten your Excellency's happiness, when you consider
you have not only saved a large, elegant, and once populous
city, fi'om total destruction, but relieved the few wretched
inhabitants from all the horrors of a besieged town, from the
insults and abuses of a disgraced and chagrined army, and
restored many inhabitants to their quiet habitations, who had
fled for safety to the bosom of their country.

May your Excellency live to see the just rights of Ameri-
ca settled on a firm basis, which felicity we sincerely wish
you; and, at a later period, may that felicity be changed into
happiness eternal. J SOHN COLLAY,

TIMOTHY NEWELL,

THmlAs l\fARSHALL,

SAMUEL AUSTIN,

OLIVER WENDELL,

JOHN PITTS,

Selectmen of Boston.
To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., General of

the United Forces in America.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED.

Camhridge, April 1, 177&.

DEAR SIR: Your letter of the 15th ultimo contained a
very unfavourable account of the Carolinas; but I am glad
to find, by the subsequent one, that the prospect brightens,
and that Mr. j}Iartin's first attempt has met with its deserved
success. The old proverb, of" the first blow being half the
battle," cannot better apply than in these instances; the
spirits of the vanquished being depressed in proportionC as
the victors get elated. I am glad to find my camp equipage
in such forwardness. I shall expect to meet it, and I hope
you, at New- York, for which place I am preparing to set
out on Thursday or Friday next.

The accounts brought by Mr. Temple, of the favourable
disposition in the Ministry to accommodate matters, does
not correspond with their speeches in Parliament. How,
then, does he account for their inconsistency? If the Com-
missioners do not come over ",-ith full and ample powers to
treat with Congress, I sincerely wish they may never put
their feet on American ground, as it must be self-evident, in
the other case, that they will come over with insidious in-
tentions to distract, divide, and create as much confusion as
possible. How, then, can any man (let his passion for re-
conciliation be ever so strong) be so blinded and misled HIS EXCELLENCY'SANSWER.
as to embrace a measure evidently designed for his destruc- GENTLEMEN: Your congratulations on the success of the
tion? No man does, no man can wish the restoration of American arms, gives me the greatest pleasure.
peace more fervently than I do; but I hope, whenever I most sincerely rejoice with you on your being once more
made, it will be upon such terms as will reflect honour upon in the quiet possession of your former habitations; and (what
the councils and wisdom of America. With you, I think a greatly adds to my happiness) that this desirable event has
change in the American representation necessary. Frequent been effected with so little effusion of human blood.
appeals to the people can be attended with no bad, but may I am exceedinU'ly obliged by the good opinion you are
have very salutary effects. My countrymen, I know, ii'om pleased to entert~in of my conduct. Your virtuous efforts

...
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in the cause of freedom, and the unparaJleled fortitude with
which you have sustained the greatest of all human calami-
ties, justly entitle you to the grateful remembrance of your
American brethren; and I heartily pray that the hand of
:tyranny may never more disturb your repose; and that
every blessing of a kind Providence may give happiness and
prosperity to the Town of Boston.

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To the Selectmen and Citizens of Boston.

NARRATIVE OF CAPTAIN DANIEL LUNT.

On the 25th of Febr1.lary last, on my homeward bound
passage fiom Point-a-Petre, on Grand Terre, about two
leagues distant from Cape-Ann, I fell in with and was taken
by the Lively sloop-of-war, and was carried into Boston;
the next day I was put on board the Renown, - Banks,
commander. As we came on board, Captain Banks order-

e~ us, with what bundles of clothes, bedding, &c., we had
wIth us, on the quarter-deck; then called for and ordered the
Second Lieutenant and Master-at-Arms to search our beds,
overhaul all our bundles of clothes, to see if there was any
money amongst them; then turning to us, said, I wiJl search
you myself, and that well, too, you scoundrels. Whilst
they were opening and searching our bundles, agreeable to
Captain Banks's directions they began their searches upon
us, under his immediate inspection, by stripping off our
clothes, and critically searching every place in the linings,
and left no place unsearched where a farthing might be con-
cealed, and continued the whole time breathing out slauO"hter
and death upon us, for no crime, or supposed crime, u';;less
our being born in Amcrica can be esteemed such. After
getting through with this branch of his inhuman and unna-
tural procedure, and robbing me of fourteen johannes, and
CaptaiiJ. Ephraim Littl.e of about one hundred more, he
called for and delivered us up to the Boatswain, with an ex-
press injunction to take us to the main deck, and see to it
that we were kept constantly at hard labour; adding, if we
made the least difficulty about complying with this his com-
mand, the Boatswain must inform him, and he would order
us immediately to be flogged. His commands in this mat-
ter were strictly complied with. 'Ve (1 mean all the l\Ias-
tel'S of American vessels who have of late unfortunately fallen
into their hands) were constantly kept at the hardest and
most ignomin!ous services on board, and were fr'om day to
day loaded with curses and reproaches fr'om the principal
officers; and that whilst there was constantly a ready com-
pliance with his unrighteous and inhuman commands, and
as though it were not a sufficient punishment for having
been born in America, and not found in arms ao'ainst our
country, to be rcduced from comfortable circumst~nces, our
families robbed of all means of subsistence, and we pillaged
of the last farthing which might serve to supply our present
neces~ary expenses, or replace our clothing, of which we
were III a great measure robbed. 'We are commanded and
constantly insulted, without reply, by men far inferior to those
formerly under our command, having the breath of hell con-
tinually flaming about our ears, and this unequal to vent the
malignity of their souls, informing us our torments were to be
perpetual, by assuring us we should never again set our feet
on American ground. Thus they continued tormentinG' us
till by these devices, and being constantly kept on sho;t al~
lowance, several of our people judged themselves excusable
in yielding to their solicitations, by enterinG' on board their
ships. We \vho refused were sent on board an East-India-
man, with an assurance of being sent to that country, and
there kept at hard service during the remainder of our lives.
Being worn out by continued fatigue and constant reproaches,
I grew sick of a life not worth enjoying. I resolved to at-
tempt an escape at all hazards, and in the night, between
the 20th and 21st of March last, finding the watch on deck

. asleep, I cut away a boat from alongside, and got ashore on
PQint-Shirley; and am influenced to publish this narrative
not only that the truth might appear, but at the earnest de~
sire, and in consequence of an aO"reement of a number of
.American ship-masters, who stiJl labour under these dis-
tressing circumstances.

Newburyport, April 1, 1776.

N. B. In consequence of an agreement with my brethren
wbilst under this more than Ec,cryptianbondage, whoever of

DANIEL LUNT.

.
us should be fortunate enough to make his escape, was to
proceed immediately to Head-Quarters, and give Gene..
ral Washington an account of the matter; but by the
many hardships I endured whilst under the control of these
deserters from the infernal pit, I was so far reduced as to be
by no means able to comply with this part of our agree..
ment; and since I have got home, I have been for the most
part confined to my house, and not able to write, \'.:hich may
apologize for my neglecting this publication so long. Let
not the friends of those now in their hands fear more severi,.. ty from this publication falling into the hands 'of our ene-
mies; greater severity is impossible. Our friends in their
hands will find a sure asylum in death, which they will at
any ?ne day meet with pleasure. 'Vill not God avenge
our righteous cause?

P. S. In justice to Captain Bishop, commander of th"
Lively, I would infornl the publick that I was treated with
kindness and humanity all the time I was with him.

In Committee of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety, }Newburyport, April 19, 1776.

Voted, That the several Printers on the Continent he,
and hereby are, desired to publish the foregoincrNarrative of
Captain Daniel Lunt. And we do hereby c(~tify, that the
said Captain L1.lntwas born and brought up amonO"us, and
is esteemed a man of truth, and we think full cred~ may be
paid to the said Narrative.

.

By order of the Committee:
.JONATHAN TITCOllffi, Chm~rman.

GEORGE !\IASON TO GENERAL WASIJINGTON.

Virginia, Gunston Hall, April 2, 1776.

DEAR SIR: We have just received the welcome news of
your having, with so much address and success, dislodlTed
the Ministerial Troops, and taken possession of the tow; of
Boston. I congratUlate you most heartiJy upon this O"lorious
and important event-an event which will render General
Washington's name immortal in the annals of America, en-
dear his memory to the latest posterity, and entitle him to
those thanks which Heaven appointed as the reward of pub-
lick virtue.

It is the common opinion here that we shall have a visit
from General llowe in some of the Middle or Southern Co-
lonies ; but it docs not seem well-founded. I am very unable
to judge of military affairs; but it appears to me that if
General Howe, acts the part of a wise man and an expe-
rienced officer, he will not venture a sickly, worn-out, dis-
gusted, and disgraced Army, in a country where he mmt
meet immediate opposition, and where any misfortune might
produce a mutiny or general desertion. I think it much
more probable that he will retire to Ilalifar, give his troops
a little time, by case and refreshment, to recover their spiritfi,
and be in readiness, as soon as the season permits, to relieve
Quebeck; keeping some sbips-or-war cruising off BostmJ
harbour, to protect and direct the transports which may
arrive. New- York, 01' any of the Northern United P~-
vinces are too near Camlm:dge; for, if he could not main-
tain the advantageous and strongly fortified post of Boston,
what reasonable hope has he of gaining and maintaining a
new one, in the face of a superior Army?

You will perhaps smile at these speculative and idle suo'-
gestions npon a subject which will probably be reduced to<:a
certainty, one way or other, long before this reaches your
hands; but when I am conversing with you, the many
agr~eable hours we have spent together recur upon m:y
mind. I fancy myself under your hospitable roof at ~Mou;'d
Vernon, and lay aside reserve. May God grant us a return
of those halcyon days, when every man may sit down at hi"
ease under the shade of his own vine and his own fig-tree,
and enjoy the sweets of domestick life! Or, if this is too
much, may he be pleased to inspire us with spirit and reso-
lution to bear our present and future sufferings becominO"
men determined to transmit to our posterity, unimpaired th~
blessings we have received from our ancestors. '

Colonel Caswell's victory in North- Carolina, and the
military sI?irit which it has raised, will he an oh:'3ta~le to any
attempts III that quarter. ]}[aryland and Vlrgml~a are at
present rather unprepared, but their strength is daily in-
creasing. The late levies here have been made with sur-
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prising rapidity, and the seven new regiments are already
in a manner complete, except as to arms, in which they are
very deficient; but arms are coming in, in small quantities,
from different parts of the country, and a very considerable
manufactory is established at Frederkksburgh. Large ven-
tures have been lately made for military stores; for which
purpose we are now loading a ship for Europe, with tobacco,
at Alexandria. Her cargo is all on float, and I hope to
have her under sailing in a few days. Notwithstanding the
natural plenty of provisions in this Colony, I am very appre-
hensive of a great scarcity of beef and pork among our
troops this summer, occasioned by the people's not expect-
ing a market, until the slaughter season was past. I find it
extremely difficult to lay in a stock for about three hundred
men, in the Marin.e department of this river.

III health, and a certain listlessness inseparable from it, have
prevented my writing to you so often as I would otherwise
have done; but I trust to your fi'iendship to excuse it. The
same cause disabled me from attending the Committee of
Safety this winter, and induccd me to entreat the Conven-
tion to leave me out of it. I continue to correspond con-
stantly with that Board, and I hope am no less usefuJly
employed-thinking it, in such times as these are, every
man's duty to contt'ibute his mite to the publick service. I
have, in conjunction with Mr. Dalton, the charge of provi-
ding and equipping armed vessels for the protection of this
river. The thing is new to me, but I must endeavour to
improve by experience. I am much obliged to the Board
for joining Mr. Dalton with me. He is a steady diligent
man, and without such assistance I could not have under-
taken it. Weare building two row-galleys, which are in
considerable forwardness; and have purchased three sloops
for cruisers, two of them being only from forty to fifty tons
burden, are to mount eight carriage-guns each, three and
four-pounders; they are not yet fitted up, and we are ex-
ceedingly puzzled to get cannon for them. The other, the
Amerkan Congress, is a fine stout vessel, of about one hun-
dred and ten tons burden, and has such an easy draft of
water as will enable her to run into most of the creeks, or
small harbours, if she meets with a vessel of superior force.
She mounts fourteen carriage-guns, six and four-pounders,
though we have thoughts of mounting two nine-pounders
upon her main beam, if we find her able, as we think she
is, to bear them; her guns are mounted, and to be tried to-
morrow. We have twenty barrels of powder, and about a
ton of shot ready-more is making; swivels we have not
yet been able to procure, but she may make a tolerable shift
without, until they can be furnished. 'Ve have got some
small-arms, and are taking every method to increase them,
and hope to be fully supplied in about a week marc. Her
company of marines is raised, and have been for some time
exercised to the use of the great guns. Her complement of
marines and seamen is to be ninety-six men. 'Ve are exert-
ing ourselves to the utmost, and hope to have her on her
station in less than a fortnight, and that the other vessels
will quickly follow her, and be able to protect the inhabitants
of this river from the piratical attempts of all the enemy's
cutters, tenders, and small craft.

Immediately upon receipt of your former letters, I applied
to some of the ]}lar!Jland Committees, as well as those on
this side; in consequence of which, the severa] most con-
venient places on this river were sounded, and thoroughly
examined; but effectual batteries were found, in our present
circumstances, impracticable. Mr. Lund }f/ashington tells
me he sent you the drafts and soundings taken upon this
occasion. A regiment, commanded by Colonel JJlercer, of
FI'cdericksburgh, is stationed on this part of the river, and
I hope we shall be tolerably safe, unless a push is made
here with a large body of men. I think we have some
reason to hope the Ministry will bungle away another sum-
mer, relying partly upon force, and partly upon fraud and
neO"otiation.

The family here join with me in presenting their best
compliments to yourself and lady, as well as to Mr. Custis
and his. If in any of your affairs here I can render you
any acceptable service, I beg you will use that freedom with
which I wish you to comma.nd, dear, sir, your affectionate
and obedient servant, G l\Jr

.
EORGE.lASON.

To His Excellency General Washington, Head-Quarters, at
Boston.

JOHN DALTON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Alexandria, April 2, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed is a letter for a gentleman over the Bay.
As I have often experienced letters wet, and letters which I
have sent by post to that part of the country have miscar-
ried, I am induced to take the liberty to enclose this to you,
requesting the favour of you to forward it, by some safe
conveyance, the fre~dom of which I hope you will excuse.

We find it difficult .the fitting out the cruising vessels
here; the scarcity of sail duck and proper sized cannon
plaO"ue us much in gettinO"; indeed, am apprehensive we
shaYI not be able to proc~re light duck for the small sails,
and must endea\Tour to make up the deficiency from old sails,
rather than none. The two row-galleys go on very well,
and will soon be built, though I am apprehensive of being
at a loss for heavy cannon: our choice would be one eighteen-
pounder, the other twenty-four. Colonelftlason and myself
in particular, and the community at large, thought ourselves
highly obliged by the kind indulgence of your Committee

.of Safety, in lending us ten barrels of powder; it happened
just as we had got it down. One ton came from Philadel-
phia for us; that we immediately returned in the same
order.

I am, with regard, sir, your most humble servant,
JOHN DALTON.

To the Honomable the Council of Safety of ]}laryland.

WILLIAM LUX TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SA}'ETY.

Baltimore, April 2, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The bearer, John Henderson, came from
Point-Comfort, in an oyster boat, and another vessel with
corn; and having no permit from any Committee in Virginia,
we have detained his boat agreeable to your order, untiJ he
produce one. He thinks it necessary to make appli?ation
to your honourable Board for a release, and has desIred a
line from our Committee to inform you of his situatjon.

Per order of the Committee:
I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

'V ILLIAMLex, Deputy- Chairman.

To the Honourable the CounciJ of Safety of Maryland.

J\L4.RYI,ANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO ST. MARY'S COUNTY COU-
J\HTTEE.

[No. 102.) Annapolis, April 2, 1776.
G E]',TLEMF.N:'Ve have heretofore written you with regard

to the station of Captain John Allen Thomas's Company. Not
receiving any answer, we 0xpected the station allotted him
at Leonardtown would have been agreeable to you and
him, and, indeed, to everybody else, as being. the most cen-
tral place, and from whence the company 111Ightmarch on
short notice to any part of the County. ~e info~'~led us by
bis letter of the] 8th of ftlarch, "that he IS posItIve that It
is the opinion of every gentleman in the Count)' tbat tbe
troops should be stationed at or near the mouth of Patuxent
and Potomack;" which ,ve are surprised at. This would
not only divide the company, but leave a very great extent
of eountry along the water in a manner defenceless. What.
is to become of lIVicomico, Clement'.~and Briton's Bay, and
all down to the mouth of the St. ]}lary's River, in case the
men-of-war should pass unnoticed in the night, o~ i~ ~oggy
hazy weather? When the company gets weU dlsclplmed,
perhaps some of them may be stationed to advantage at or
near the mouth of Patuxent. 'Ve think best to keep them'
together at present, till further advanced in military know-
ledge, and that Leonardtown is the proper station. Should
you think otherwise, we should be glad to know your rea-
sons, that we may concur with you. 'We wish to harmonize
in everything that is for the good of the country.

Weare, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for St. Mary's County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN THOMAS.

[No. 103.] Annapolis, April 2, 1776.
SIR : Yours of the 18th ultimo we only received the

30th. We cannot conceive that any letter that we wrote
to you can justify the inference you have drawn, that,
if your station is to be at Leonardtown, your Company
is to defend that place only. It was preferred, because it
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was more central than any other in the County, that you
might be within a day's march of any ]Jart of it. But if
the Committee of Observation should be of opinion that
any other station is more convenient, we shall readily con-
firm and order you to it; or if they should be of opinion
that your Company should be divided, and stationed at the
mouth of the Patuxent and Point Look- Out, we shall con-
cur with them, when we know their reasons for it, if we ap-
prove of them. But we presume that, let your station be
where it may, you will nevertheless march to any other
part of the County, whenever its defence requires it. And
why you should want positive orders to do your duty, we
cannot conceive; if you take care to walk within the line
of it, you need not be under any great difficulty to excuse
yourself to the people of St. ~Mary's, or the publick in gene-
ral, or to justify yourself to the whole world. Our care has
and shall be as diffusive and extensive all over the Province
as its funds and our abilities will allow, and, therefore, we
are not under the least apprehension but that our endeavours
will meet with the approbation of our constituents.

""Ve sent you by Lieutenant Stewart one hundred and
fifty pounds. If that sum is short of what ought to have
been sent, you have only to make up your accounts to the
3d of this month, and every shilling that wil1 be due to that
day shall be paid. Weare detennined to have vouchers
for whatever sums of money we may pay of the publick
stock, and, therefore, you win excuse us in not advancing
large sums in gross.

We'are surprised that the contractor has not employed
some persons before this to furnish your Company with its
rations. Surely he wil1 soon do it; in the mean time, you
must do as well as you can towards supplying them.

""Veexpect to receive hats and breeches every day. ""Ve
ordered two and a half barrels of powder to you from Charles
County, which we suppose you have received. Lieutenant
Stewart had fifty muskets and bayonets delivered to him,
with one hundred cartouch-boxes, &c., and as soon as we
get more arms, you shall have your proportion.

Weare, &c.

To Captain John Allen Thomas.

MARYLAND DELEGATES TO COLNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, April 2, 1776.

GE:STLEMEN: Mr. Archibald Buchanan could not take
the money as he expected, and promised. Mr. Ringgold
collected and brought up here one hundred and sixty pounds
seventeen shillings and six pence. It has been delivered
into the Treasury. Besides the change for that sum, we
have delivered four thousand dollars to 1\lr. Ringgold, who
sets out in a few days. He will take with him the rest of
the mOlley, and we hope the plates and the paper may be
sellt off about the same time.

We have nothillg that can be depended 011as to the ex-
tent of the powers the Conventions are to be invested with.
Whilst we are in suspense on this head, we think no step of
consequence could be prudently taken; and, therefore, do
not expect our Convention will continue long, or go fully
into busilless. We could wish, if agreeable to them, that
there might be an adjournment till about the 20th of Jt;Iay,
with a contilluance of the present existing powers, if they
think proper. .

We shan be obliged to you if you will canse affidavits to
pe made, and transmitted to us, of the time of the capture
and recapture of Hudson's ship, that we may get the sal-
vage (the quantum of which depends on the time she was in
possession of the tender) ascertailled and paid. We were
desired to let the claim which we made of salvage, rest till
the evellt of another effort was kllown. We hope the ship
is now out of the bay.

\Ve are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,
THOMAS JOHNSON,JVN. R. ALEXANDER,
'VILLIA)I PACA, T. STONE.

To the Honourable the Council of Safiety of Maryland.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHUWTON.

Philadelphia, April 2, 1776.

SIR: It gives me the most sensible pleasure to convey
to you, by order of Congress, the only tribute which a free

people will ever consent to pay-the tribute of thanks and
gratitude to their friends and benefactors.

The disinterested and patriotick principles which led yon
to the field, have also led you to glory; and it affords no lit-
tle cOllsolation to your countrymen to reflect, that, as a pe-
culiar greatness of mind induced you to decline any com-
pellsation for servillg them, except the pleasure of promoting
their happiness, they may, without your pennissioll, bestow
upon you the largest share of [heir affections and esteem.

Those pages in. the annals of America, will record your
title to a conspicuous place in the temple of fame, which
shan inform posterity that, under your directions, an undi,-
ciplined band of husbandmen, in the COllrseof a few months,
became soldiers; and that the desolation meditated against
the country by a brave anny of veterans, commanded by
the most experienced Generals, but employed by bad men,
in the worst of causes, was, by the fortitude of your troops,
and the address of their officers, next to the kind interposi-
tion of Providence, COllfilled for near a year within such
narrow limits as scarcely to admit more room than was ne-
cessary £i:)rthe encampments and fortificatiolls they lately
abandoned.

Accept, therefore, sir, the thanks of the United Colonies,
unanimously declared by their Delegates to be due to you,
and the brave officers and troops under your command; and
be pleased to communicate to them this distinguished mark
of the approbation of their country.

The Congress have ordered a golden medal, adapted to
the occasion, to be struck, and, when finished, to be present-
ed to you.

I have the honour to be, with every sentiment of esteem,
sir, your most obedient alld very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To His Excellency Gelleral Washington.

COMMITTEE OF PRIVATES OF THE ASSOCIATORS TO PHILA-

DELPHIA COMMITTEE.

In Committee, April 2, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your constant and unwearied application
to the duties of your very important station, and your earnest
endeavours to serve your country, and prevent the cruel at-
tempts of interested persons to distress us, while they call
for our gratitude and approbation, and strongly solicit us to
lay no unnecessary burden upon you, yet give us the plea-
sing assurance that you will omit no means in your power
effectually to remove our present distresses.

The scarcity of materials, the difficulty of procuring ma-
nufacturers, and the prospect we have before us of beillg
obliged to neglect matters of great importance, and princi-
pally to attend to warlike defellce, all point out the necessity
of making timely provision against our future demands. For
what by monopolizing in some instances, and a real scarcity
in others, the country begins already to suffer, and the poor
are exceedingly distressed. And if the case is so now, in
the very opening of the spring, what will it be a tew montls
hence, when the season for importation is wholly over. It
becomes us, while we are wielding the sword of self-defence
against an inhuman invader, to take effectual care that we
distress not ourselves by unnecessary difficulties. It is not
in our power to provide effectually against the necessities of
the people, without some foreigll trade. The scarcity of
almost every species of goods which we have been accus-
tomed to look upon as necessary to clothing and support,
the consequent high price of them, and, above an, the small
remaining demand for the produce of this country, which iis
now entirely cut off by the Prohibitory bill, all conspire to
distress' and discourage the people; and while it is of advan-
tage to none but a few adventurous merchants, who run
great hazards to serve us, and certain monopolizers, (whose
prosperity arises from the miseries of mankind,) it can oll]y
be effectually removed by opening a free trade. .

It is unnecessary to point out any particular installces to
this Committee. The universal complaints of both town
and country are well known to everyone whose ears are not
stopped by the prospect of private emolument arising from
our necessities. Foreseeing the many calamities which must
follow a neglect of the measure, we earnestly request YOll,
gentlemen, either directly to apply to the honourable Cont;-
nental Congress, in the name of the inhabitants of the City
and Liberties of Philade(phia, whom you represent, prayin'g
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them to take every measure necessary to open and secure an
immediate trade with such countries as can supply us with
what we most stand in need of, and to export tho produce
of this country; or by some means or other, to procure an
application from the city at large on this head, as to you
may seem best calculated to answer the purpose. We view
it as a matter of very great consequence, seeing were there
ever so much money struck for the publick exigencies, while
the country is debarred of the means of handling it through
the want of a market for their produce, it can be of very

- little advantage to them, and will in the end aftect its value.
And while every mode of introducing gold and silver is
totally cut off, and we stand in need of so many articles
which must be procured by paying in specie, we are not
only in danger of a scarcity of such articles, but also of
having our currency depreciated; as it will be very difficult,
if not imp9ssible, to support its credit without introducing
real cash into the country nearly in the same proportion to
the sums we are obliged to strike. It is now in our power
to provide against these evils; we therefore entreat you to
fall on some effectual means for the purpose, and to take
such measures as will for the future prevent forestaJling, and
oblige the present monopolizers to sell their stock on hand
at the generous prices you have allowed them; and in doing
of this, you may rest assured of our strenuous support. \Ve
are happy in assuring you that, as far as we have an oppor-
tunity of conversing with our fellow-citizens, it is what they
greatly desire, and that it can meet with no opposition ex-
cept from disaffected persons. We beg leave to conclude
with thanking you in the warmest manner for the memorial
you have sent into the House of Assembly to induce them
to rescind their instructions to our Delegates in Con<rress. as
we are persuaded that, from the delicate situation of our' af-
fairs, any instructions which may prevent them from uniting
with a majority of the Colonies, must be of very dangerous
consequence.

Signed on behalf of the Committee of Privates.
WILLIA~I ADCOCK, President.

To the Committee of Inspection of the City and Liberties
of Philadelphia.

lYloved, That a voto of thanks be given to the Commit-
tee of Inspection for the steps they have taken to provcnt
the monopolizing and too high price of Goods, and to assure
them tbat this Committee will support them as far as in their
power in every measure for the publick safety and welfare.

ltloved, That Messrs. Simpson and Shubart be a Com-
mittee to deliver this vote to the Committee of Inspection

"VILLIA!>IADCOCK~President.
A true copy from tbe Minutes:

JAMES CANNON, Clerk.

CHESTER COUNTY (PENNSYLVANIA) COMI>lITTEE.

In Committee, Chester, April 2, 1776.

Information being lodged with this Committee that a cer-
tain Abel Green, of this County, bad expressed himself in
terms inimical to America, and against the measures adopted
for the protection of the liberties of these Colonies,

Resolved, That Mr. Green be immediately sent for to
appear before this Committee.

Mr. Green attended accordingly, and made the following
co_nceSSlOns, VlZ :

"Whereas, I, the subscriber, have expressed myself in
terms inimical to American liberty, derogatory to tbe Conti-
nental Congress, and injurious to the character of the Com-
mittee of Chester County; but being now conscious of my
error, do thus publickly acknowledge my fault, and do so-
lemnly promise to avoid in future all ungenerous reflections
upon, or opposition to, such measures as are or may be adopt-
ed for the protection of the liberties of these Colonies.

"Witness my hand, this 3d day of April, 1776.
"ABEL GREEN."

Extract fi'om the Minutes:
CALEB DAVIS, Secretary.

REPRESENTATION TO COLONEL JOHN STARK, FROM THE

OFFICERS OF HIS REGIMENT.

New.York, April 2,1716.

SIR: We, the officers of your regiment, are continually.
importuned by the rank and file for cash, which we have

often promised, and as often disappointed them of, owing to
the failure of payment agreeable to the encouragement in
General Orders issued fi'om Head-Quarters last fall. We
have, however, so flattered the men with a prospect of im-

_ mediately receiving their wages, or at least a part thereof,
that we have got them (though not without difficulty) to this
place, where both they and we are in want of the necessa-
ries of life, for want of that money which is justly due to
us, and which, in our present situation, we cannot comfort-
ably subsist without. We therefore pray you would repre-
sent to his Honour the General our pitiable case, and en-
deavour that some money may be procured, or that we may
be disbanded from that service, which we should leave with
the greatest reluctance, and, from Revolution principles,
would willingly risk our lives in.

.

Weare, with great respect to you, sir, and our' other
Field-Officers, your obedient humble servants,

GEORGE REID, MICHAEL MCCLEARY,

SYLVANUS WALKER, ROBERT BARNETT,

JOSHUA ABBOTT, JESSE KAN,

ELISHA \V OODB(;RY, HENRY JENKINSON,

SAMUEL RICHARDS, ABIEL CHANDLER,

AMos MORRILL, JOHN PATTIN,

THOMAS HARDY, TDIOTHY BLAKE,

JOSEPH SOPER, EPHRADI COLBY,

DANIEL LIVERI>IORE, THOMAS RICHARD.

To Colonel John Stark.

GENERAL HEATH TO NEW-YORK C0!>12IUTTEE OF SAFETY.

New.Y ork, April 2, 1776.

SIR: It appears necessary that some persons who, it
is said, are aiding and assisting our unnatural enemies with
provisions, and even recruits, should be detected and
secured. I therefore request that, witll the greatest secrecy,
you would furnish me by eleven o'clock this day with three
or four guides, well knowing the houses and persons of one
Justice Ill1l£t and Thomas Cornel, of Rockaway, (Long-
Island;) Isaac Denton, of Hog-Island Inlet, and one Lieu-
tenant Thomas IIulet, whose place of abode I do not know.

I am, sir, with respect, your most humble servant,
W. HI:ATH.

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety of New- York.

ALBANY COMMITTEE TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

Albany Committee.Chamber, April 2, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Of the four battalions intended to be raised
for the defence of this Colony, five companies are now re-
cruiting in this City and County. But the officers of those
companies meet with great difficulties in completing their
respective complements of men, through want of cash. As
we have understood that certain sums have been allotted
for this necessary service, we therefore apply to you to take
this matter into consideration, and transmit to the Colonel of
the battalion (if known) or to the General, or this Commit-
tee, the money you deem necessary for this service. -

Weare, gentlemen, your very humble servants.
By order of the Committee:

ABRAHAl\1YATES, JUN., Chairman.

To'the President of the Provincial Congress of the Colony
of New-York.

COLONEL NICOLL TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

Fort Constitution, April 2,1776.

GENTLEMEN:This day Captain Harmanus Cuyler stop-
ped here, .laden with peas; and, by my order, had one
hundred bushels taken out for the \Ise of this and the other
fortifications in the Highlands, and have given him my re-
ceipt for them. Gentlemen, as necessity has no law, I hope
you will not blame me. And as you are well acquainted _

with the state of this garrison, where we have a number of
people sick, and no vegetables, to prevent mutinies, deser-
tions, and for the good of the cause, by the advice of the Com-
missioners and officers,I have done it, and hope you will be
pleased to order them paid for, and my receipt taken up.

I am, gentlemen, with great esteem, your humble ser-
vant,

ISAAC NICOLL.
To the New- YQrk Congress.
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GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read 15th April, 1776, and referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrison, Mr.
S. Adams.]

AJbany, April 2, 1776.

SIR: After an absence of five days, I yesterday returned.
from the northward. Nine of the cannon are arrived at
Fort George, the remaining five will reach it on this day or
to-morrow.

The weather is now become much more moderate, so
that I hope the troops, who are daily filing off from hence,
will meet with little, if any, detention at Lake-George.

General Thomas arrived here on Thursday, and will
move in a very few days. As the season is so far advanced
that it might be possible for the enemy to reinforce Que-
beck before he could reach it, unless he goes by water,
we have both concluded that it will be most prudent to
take as many batteaus as may be necessary to convey the
troops, baggage, artillery, and stores, down the Sorrel and
St. Lawrence: besides the despatch which this will give, it
will relieve the men from the almost insuperable fatigue of
a march of two hundred miles, in roads that will be ex-
tremely deep, and also save the heavy expense of the land
transportation; nor can he do without a number of batteaus
in the St. Lawrence, to bring provisions from Cham My.
For all this service, about seventy batteaus may suffice, and
we shall then have about an equal number left in the
lakes-a number much too small, under the situation that
our affairs will, in all probability, soon b(~ in in Canada; for
I can hardly doubt but that the enemy will send a very
formidable body of troops into Canada, and the greater in
proportion as they can have little or no hopes of aid from
the Canadians; nor, indeed, do I expect that we shall have
much from them. At all events, it would be imprudent to
depend upon it; and, therefore, I most heartily wish to see
a respectable body of troops immediately sent into Canada,
in addition to those which Congress have destined to that
service, which are so very incomplete that General Thomas
will not have above five thousand men, exclusive of Cana-
dians; and one thousand at least of these wiII be occupied
in garrisoning JJlontreal, St. John's, &c., and in bringing on
the provisions to the Army from Chambly. Five regiments
would not be too many; for in that country our entire de-
pendance must be on the soldiery; whereas, in these Colo-
nies our armies can be almost instantaneously augmented
out of the Militia, who will readily run to arms here; but I
am confident that, should General Thomas call on me in an
hour of distress for assistance, I should not be able to pro-
cure three hundred Militia to go into Canada. Permit me
to suggest that, should Congress be convinced of the neees-
sity of complying with my wish, some of the troops lately
arrived at New- York from Boston might be sent by water.
The four regiments raising in this Colony, if the terms of
their inlistment were out of the question, would neverthe-
less be improper, as I do not sIJppose they will be com-
pleted in less than three weeks, if so soon, and after all will
be most miserably armed. In this view of things, I have
ordered thirty more batteaus to be constructed.

Enclose you, sir, a copy of a letter from Mr. Deane. I
agree that a meeting with the Caughnawagas may be at-
tended with happy effects; but as we shall in all proba-
bility have a conference with the Six Nations as soon as
they have concluded their meeting at Onondaga, I shall, for
the present, defer saying anything on the subj~~ct to him.

I also enclose copies of sundry affidavits that have been
sent me from Tryon County. Though I am well aware
that the It[ohawks are, in general, unfi'iendly to us, yet I
cannot imagine that there is any just cause of fear from the
Indians in general. I am the more induced to this conclu-
sion from the silence or Mr. Deane and Mr. KiTkland. I
shall, however, keep a watchful eye, that we may not ex-
perience the. disgrace and calamity of a surprise. As soon
as I received General Washington's letters, advising me of.
the precipitate retreat of the Ministerial Army from Boston,
I sent a message to the ~tX lVations, of which you have a
copy enclosed. The indefatigable industry of the Tories,
who pervert every account, made it necessary that I should
invite a few of them, that they might have ocular demon-
stration of what I asserted respecting our armies. I have
great hopes that this account, which they will receive whilst
in conference at Onondaga, will have a good effect on their
deliberations.

As I have heard nothing more of the pork General LI:e
ordered to be sent here, I have requested General Thomp-
son to send me five hundred barrels, as what will suffice
until I can have the detCiwination of Congress respecting
the pork I wrote for some time since.

I am, sir, with the most unfeigned esteem and respect,
your most obedient humble servant,

PHILIP SCHUYLER.

To the Honourable John lIancQck.

Oneida, March 10, 1776.

SIR: Since I had the honour to address my last to YOll,
which informed that Mr. Butler, in his late interview with
the Six ~~ations, had spoken to them of nothing but peace,
I have been fully persuaded that the information which the
people of this place received respecting that interview, was
not to be depended on; and that the Oneidas, on account
of their well-known attachment to the Colonist~, are not at
present very likely to be rightly informed. There is now a
large party of Onondagas and Quigogas in this town, who
came down on pretence of condoling the death of the Cagg.
After the ceremonies of condolence were finished, the Qui-
goga Sachem, in a long and very spirited speech, reproved
the Oneidas for their late conduct in several instances; par-
ticularly their paying lc:ss attention to the ancient Council-
fire at Onondaga than that lately rekindled at Albany;
adding, that the people who conversed with them at tile
latter Council-fire, were very deceitful, and if ever th£T
should overcome the King's Troops, would directly turn
their force against the Indians. He observed that tlle
white people were not to be depended on, but that th£,ir
Indian allies to the westward, with whose disposition he
was well acquainted, were ready for their assistanee. His
manner of expression seemed to raise a jealousy in the
minds of our friends here, that some plan was formed to the
westward, into the secret of which they had not been ad-
mitted. He likewise reproved them for their d.esign of
sending for Mr. Butler, in which he accused them of an in-
clination to intermeddle in the present quarrel; to which
the Oneidas replied, that they had suspended that matkr
till they should see whether it met with the approbation of
the whole confederacy, which would determine their con-
duct in the affair. They thanked their brethren for their
care not to let them violate the firm agreement lately made
with their brethem of the thirteen United Colonies, to main-
tain the strictest neutrality in the present dispute; and as-
sured them that, though they had interested themselves in
behalf of some of their old friends and neighbours who had
involved themselves in trouble on account of the part they
had acted against the liberties of the country, yet for the
future that they would not do it again, in any, even the
least instance, but would maintain the most punctilious ne"I-
trality. Observing further, that they thought it very likely
that Sir John, on account of the deceitful part he had acted
since his late engagements at Johnstown, would soon be
removed; and should such a thing happen they hoped that
none of the Six Nations would. take the least notice of It,
but let the white people conduct their own affairs as they
pleased. But what offended the Quigogas most was, the
conduct of the Oneidas in delivering lip the hatchet, in
which affair they accused them of acting without the con-
currence of the rest of the confederacy, and contrary to a
firm agreement, which they said had been made, to deliver
it up to the party who gave it. They at the same time
informed the Oneidas that they were then on their way to
Albany, to recover the hatchet, with a view to deliver it up
to Mr. Butler, and desired them to depute a number of
their warriors to accompany them on the same eITand.
The Oneidas, in reply, not only explained, and justifi(>d
their conduct in that affair, refused to send a deputation of
their people with them, but also requested them to prevent
those suspicions and jealousies which such a step would
unavoidably create in tbe minds of their brethren, the Colo-
nists, by immediately retuming home. The disputes be-
tween the parties ran very high; at length, however, after
much altercation and debate, the Quigogas agreed to re-
turn back, which they did with evident symptoms of disaf-
fection and disgust.

The Oneidas look upon Niagara as the place from
whence proceeds the cause of this sudden and unexpected
change in the minds of their brethren; and some, in private
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conversation, declare it as their opinion that the capture of
that fort is the only thing that wilJ unite the minds of the
Indians in their friendship to the Colonies. Several ex-
presses have passed this place f!om Sir John Johnson to
Niagara since the capitulation at Johnstown j-the first
very soon after ttle above-mentioned transaction, who, when
they passed this place, pretended they were only going to
the Seneca country after horses; but, on their ar~val at
Onondao-a, declared they were sent express by SIr John
with a I~tter to Mr. Butler. The others passed this place
within a few days after the return of the Oneidas, who were
down at Albany on the affitir respecting Colonel Butkr,
and, as I have since heard, conveyed letters to :l\Ir. Butler
from Sir John and some others. In short, the lUohawks are
frequently passing and repassing, without any other apparent
business than that of carriers to and from Niagara. A large
party of the Senecas ar: already arrived at the. cen~ral Coun-
cil-House, and deputatIons from the several tnbes In Canada
are daily expected at the same place. One of the fj,uigoga
Chiefs, who appears friendly to the country, and IS a par-
ticular friend of Mr. Kirkland, has just now been here, and
inform~ that about" one hundred Senecas have lately met
Mr. Butler, at Niagara j that Mr. Butler told them that .the
Colonists had shut up the passes into the country, and as-
sured them that the Indians would be undone, unless some
way could be opened to admit Mr. Johnson into the coun-
try upon his return in. the ~pring; and that h~ reques!ed
their assistance to do It, which they had promIsed to gIve
him." He further informs, "that, upon the return of ihe
party, three of their principal men, who had not been down,
and were displeased at what their people had done, were
set out for Niagara to see Mr. Butler." The principal
Sachem of the Tuscaroras is lately dead. The Oneidas
and Tuscaroras, therefore, cannot attend the grand meeting
till his funeral obsequies are performed.

I would beD"the favour of a line. The Indians are very
hunQ"l'Yfor ne~s. I hardly need suggest, sir, that a word
of e~couragement to our friends in this place would, at this
time, strenD"then their friendship, and induce them to perse-
vere in that line of friendly conduct which they have hitherto
invariably pursued since the commencement of the present
disputes.

I am, sir, with much respect, your Honour's most obedient
and very humble servant, JAMES DEANE.

To General Schuyler.

Oneida, March 18, 1776.

SIR: Some of the Sachems of this place were with me
last evening, and desired me to write your HonoUl' as follow-
eth:

" BROTHER: It is with great pleasure we now inform
you of the success of the message sent last summer from
Albany to our brethren of Caughnawaga, and the seven
tribes in Canada. They have at length arose fi'om their
seats, and directed their faces towards our central Council-
House, and several days since entered our doors. Some of
the Senecas now in Canada insisted upon their going di-
rectly to Ononda{fa; but they refused, alleging as a reason,
UpOl) their arrival, that they chose to come first to us, be-
cause we were of one heart and one mind with themselves,
and as our people were sent to call tht;m, they thought
proper to follow the steps of our messengers, and to be led
by us to the Council-House of the Six Nations. We are
extremely glad to find such a disposition in .our brethren,
and are in constant expectation of a message from Onon-
daga to call us to the meeting; and we heartily wish for the
Divine assistance to enable us to maintain peace and har-
mony in this quarter.

"Our brethren from Canada determine, after the meet-
ing, to take the most direct course home, unless you should
send and desire an interview with them at Albany. The
Sachems and warriors at this place are all in health and
peace, and take this opportunity to present our respects to
you and Ojageghti, alias Mr. Douw."

Thus far the Sachems.
The Canadian Indians, I believe, sir, have a desire to

visit your Honour in their way home, had they but an invi-
tation; and perhaps an interview with them might be im-
proved to very good purpose, especially as the hatchets
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(which the humane Mr. Johnson dispersed among them) are
still in their hands, and some of their people ate consider-
ably influenced by the Senecas, who have ever been un-
friendly to the Colonies.

I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,
,

JAMES DEANE.

To General Schuykr.

The Testimony of GODFREY SHEW.

TRYON COUJ'.""rY:

Personally appeared before me, Jellis Fonda, Esq., one
of his Majesty's Justices of the Quorum for said County,
Godfrey Shew, and being duly sworn on the Holy Evange-
lists of Almighty God, deposeth and saith :

That, on or about the 4th day of ~larch instant, he, the
deponent, was at his dwelling-house at Sacondaga, in com-
pany with three of the ])lohafvk Indians, when he, the de-
ponent, heard them say that in about six weeks' time he,
the deponent, would see a fine dance among the Yankees.
Then the deponent replied, What will you do with them?
The said Indians gave for ans\ver, that they would kill,
sealp, and bum them, the said Yankees. The deponent
said, You will not hurt me and my family, will you? The
Indians replied, No; we will give you notice time enough
to go away. At the same time,Squire Collins was passing
by with some of the New-England people in a sled, about
a hundred yards distant, when the deponent saw one of the
Indians cock his rifle and bring it up to his face, at the
same time swearing he would shoot the said Collins through
the left eye. Then the deponent took hold of the rifle and
held it from his face; and when they went away, they shook
hands with the deponent, and declared they would give him
timely notice.

The deponent further saitb, That he asked the Indians
how strong they were. The said Indians in~ormed the de-
ponent that Colonel Croghan was coming with the Chero-
kees by the way of Niagara and Fort Stanwix, and would
kill and burn the people from that place to Schenectady.
Further saith not the deponent.

GODFREY SHEW.

Caughnawaga, ])farch :25th, 177(;: Sworn before
JEr,Lls FONDA, Justice.

He said the Indian's name was David, a ])l01wwk.

The Testimony of FANNYKELLY and POLLY CONNER.

TRYON COUNTY:

Personally appeared before me, Jellis Fonda, Esq., one
of his Majesty's Justices of the Quorum for said County,
Fanny Kelly and Polly Conner, and being duly sworn on the
Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, def}Qsethand saith :.

That, on or about the 17th day of ])larch instant, were at
the house of Thomas Ilarris, at Sacondasa, arid one of the
])[ohawk Indians being present, viz: Joseph McElesson,
when the said Joseph advised the said Fanny Kelly not to
go to Stone-Arabia j and that Stone-Arabia and Canajo-
harie would be cut off and burned as soon as the snow was
g~ne. AI1d the said Joseph further informed the deponent
that one of tbe heads of the Onondagas was killed at Cana-
da, otherwise all would have been well; but now it was all
over. And the said Joseph further said that he had killed
two Yankees, and that he had told General Schuyler of it,
and was not afraid to tell anybody of it. Further saith not.

F
her

KANNY X ELLY.
mark.

her
POLLY X CONNER.

mark.,
Caughnawaga, ])larch 25th, 1776: Sworn before me,

JELLIS FONDA, Justice.

The Testimony of Captain HENRY HANSON.

TRYON COUNTY:
Personally llppeared before me, Jellis Fonda, Esq., one

of his Majesty's Justices of the Quorum f?r said County,
Captain Henry .l-Ianson, of the ,Mohawk s country, and
being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God,
deposeth and saith :

That on or about the 10th day of Marclt instant, one of
the j)t/ohawk Indians (Iloonce Dowick by name) asked.
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the deponent if he was not afi'aid. The deponent said, For
what? The said David said, as soon as the ]eaves come
.out, the foreign Indians wou]d come down and cut off the
:Mohawk River. And the deponent further saith: That he
heard a Mohawk squaw say, she wished a]] the Indians

were as true to the country as she and her son, and then
1here wou]d be no disturbance. Further saith not.

HENDRICK HANSEN.

Caughnawaga, .March ;25th, 1776: Sworn before me,
JELLIS FONDA, Justice.

TAe Testimony of ABRAHAM DAVID QUACKENBOSS.

'TRYON COUNTY: .
Persona]]y appeared before me, Jellis Fonda, one of his

Majesty's Justices of the Peace for said County, Abraham
D. Quackenboss, and being du]y sworn on the HoJy Evan-
ge1ists of A]mighty God, deposetll and saith :

That on the Q4th day of ]}[arch instant, he, the depo-
nent, being at his dwe]]jng-house at Caughnawaga, in com-
pany with David, a .Mohawk Indian, he, said David, asked
the deponent whether AdoniJah Stansbury was a Whig or a
Tory. The deponent said, He is a 'Whig. "Aye," says
David, "you are a]] g]ad now, but in Jess than two months'

time you wiJ] be sorry.'~ The said David filrther informed
the deponent, that Abraharn, one of the :Mohawk chiefs,
was gone to a treaty at Onondaga; and that he, the said
Abraham, gave orders to them, the said 1Uohawks, to stay
at home, and not to go a hunting unti] he returned; and the
said David said they shou]d know what to do when he re-
turned. A QBRAHA:'i UACKENBOSS.

Caughnawaga, Q5th March, 1776: Sworn before me,
JELLIS FONDA, Justice.

General SCHUYLER'S]}[essage to the SIX NATIONS, in con-
sequence of the Enemy being driven out of BOSTON.

Brothers, Sachems, and Warriors of the SIX NATIONS:

I have heretofore promised that when I received any
news of consequence, I shou]d Jet you know it. I rejoice,
therefore, that an opportunity offers to acquaint you that
the Almy of our enemies, which has so ]ong kept posses-
sion of our town of Boston, has ]ate]y been driven out of it.
Our enemy, knowing that we were ]oth to knock down so
fine and large a town as Boston, especiaIJy as the houses in
it be]onged to our friends, thought themselves very secure
unti] towards the ]atter part of winter, when they were in-
formed that we intended to attack them; at which they
were so much frightened that, in order to prevent it, they.
spread the sman-pox through every part of the town, weIJ
kuowing that the greatest part of our Army had never had
it. This barbarous act so exasperated our Army, that they
were reso]ved to drive such a wicked set away, although
they shou]d be obEged to burn the town; and therefore our
chief warrior, Washington, on the 4th of this month, ordered
his warriors to begin a cannonade, and to take possession of
a p]ace from whence he cou]d more easi1y annoy the el1e-
my; which he did, without opposition, as they were afi'aid
to come out and fight him. No sooner had he erected bat-
teries on this p]ace, and brought our cannon there, which
was on the 16th day of the month, but the enemy imme-
diate1y went on board their ships, and ran away to sea on
the 17th. But they went off in such a hurry that they ]eft
thirty ]arge pieces of eannon, two mortars, a great many
shot and she]]s, a]] the fine horses which they brought from
England to mount their so]diers on to ride through our
country, twenty thousand bushe]s of wheat, a great quan-
tity of sa!t, and a great many other things. Thus, brothers,
has the great God b]essed our arms, and relieved the town
of Boston from its oppressors.

Brothers, it is probab]e that these runaways win attempt
to ]and on some other part of this great Island. 'Ve wish
they may; for, wherever they go, they wi1I meet a sufficient
number of our warriors to withstand them. We have ten
thousand men now at lVew- York.

Brothers, the King's evi] counseJIors, finding that they
cou]d not get warriors enough of their own in aJI England
to fight us, app]ied to the Russians for twenty thousand men,
to join them. When the French King heard this, he sent
'his Ambassador to England, to te]] the King's evil counsel-

Jars, that if they carried any Russians to the great Is]and of
America, he wou]d send his warriors to oppose them and
assist us; for that we were a good and a brave peop]e,
who only fought for our ].iberties, and he would not see..us
oppressed. .

Thus, brothers, a]] goes we]] with us. TEe French King,

who was former1y our enemy, is now our friend. He has
aheady seven thousand warriors at JUartinico. These may
be easi]y brought here. But we be]ieve we sha]] not want
them, as we have men enough, great guns in p]enty, and a
suffieient quantity of powder and balL

Brothers, I have former1y toJd you that you wi1l never
find liS fa]se or liars. I know that some of our enemies wil!
send to you to contradict what I have said; but you can
teJI such peopJe that I have invited you, as 1 now most sin-
cerely do, to send two or three Sachems, or warriors, that
have had the smaJI-pox, to Boston and to New- York, to SEe
with their own eyes, and be convinced of the truth.

Brothers, if you send any, I win take care that they
sha]] be accommodated in the best mann~r, both going and
coming, and whi]st they stay there; and I doubt not but
when these return, you wiU treat a]] ]iars as they deserv,",

and wiJI have greater reasons than ever to rejoice that you
have such good and such powerful brethren as the inhabi-
tants of the Co]onics.

Brothers, accept my best wishes for your health and yom
prosperity; and be assured you win be a happy people
whi]st you remain in Jove and friendship with us, and thlt
I wiJI do my utmost to make you Jove me as much as I
do you.

Brothers of the Oneida Nation: I desire that you will
send this speech forward to the other brothers of the Si:c
Nations.

From the Rev. ]}Ir. KIRKLAND to General SCHUYLER.

Oneida, March 12, 1776.

SIR: I am sorry to tdl you the face of things among the
\Vestern Tribes of the Confederacy begins to change, and
appears different from \\hat our expectations promised at the
]ast treaty, heJd in Albany. It is very evident their minels
are poisoned by some enemy to the Eberties of the Co]onies.
Such vile and iniquitous sentiments as these are stin propo-
gated and prevai] among the Western Tribes, viz: "That
the white people, partieuJarl y the Americans, are in nature
treacherous and deceitfu]; have no true friendship for tl Le
Indians; and are not to be depended on for aid and pro-
tection. Shou]d they conquer in the present contest, no
sooner have they obtained victory but they win turn about
and faJI upon the Indians."

This, indeed, is no new, but the very same old tUlle

.which Co]one] Johnson p]ayed so ]ong upon, although he
confined it chiefly to 1Vew-England and Virginia. One
might think it wou]d have become threadbare before this
time. I am certain I have heard the governing notes, upon
the same key, for severa] years past; but some one, it
seems, has ]ate]y trumped it up so high, that it sounds
very brisk]y in a savage ear.

Mr. Deane has given your Honour, in his Jetter of yester-
day, a genera] account of what has ]ately taken p]ace here
in a meeting with the Onondagas and Cayugas. The On,~i-
das, in this affair, manifested an unshaken friendship for
the Colonies, mid a firm attachment to the Counci]-fire at
Albany. Many of the Indians have observed to me, tlmt
they never knew debates so warm, and contention so ficr<~c,
to have happened between these two brothers (the Oneidas
and Cayugas) since the commencement of their union. The
disputes continued with great spirit for three days, succes-
sively, before the Oneidas prevai]ed.

By Mr. Deane's Jetter, your Honour wi]] find that a cor-
respondence has been carried on for some time past, and is
sti1l continued, between Johnstown and Niagara; and sOllle
of the ftfohawks become news-carriers and propagators of
injurious fa]se reports among the upper nations. The pre-
tended friendship and boasted fide]ity of those Mohawks
seem to turn out mere delusion and perfidy, at ]east in Ihe
most of them; and no marve!, they have so long been made
use of as mere tools of State, and accllstomed to such
hackneyed service. We cannot expect to find in them eyen
the remains of a princip]e of honour and virtue.

The Onondaga chiefs informed Mr. Deane that one Wil-
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liam, a natural son of the late Sir William, is now at Onon-
daga, the central Council-House, waiting for the result of
the approaching meeting to be held there; that he was sent
to said place by Colonel Butlel', with orders to return im-
mediately to Niagara, upon the breaking up of the Council.

Some of our most judicious and warm friends of the tribe
have, in private conversation, expressed their fears of what
might take place among the Western Tribes the ensuing
spring, by means of Colonel Butler; and give it as their
opinion, that your Honour will not be able to preserve, any
long time, the union and friendship of the Six Nations, with-
out the reduction of a certain post at the westward. How-
ever, they seem to think the result of the Grand Council at
Onondaga will determine the expediency of such a mea-
sure.

Upon a third request of the Oneidas, in publick council,
the Cayugas promised them that they would return, or at
least proceed no farther than the German Flats, for some
artic!es of trade; but some of their chiefs, at their depar-
ture, said they should ~o as far as the ltlohawks, if not to
Albany. Could the Oneidas believe they still persisted in
their design of recalling Johnson's axe, Mr. Deane says they
would send an express to General Schuyler, earnestly re-
questing the axe might not be delivered to them on any
terms whatever.

Thcre are various conjecture~, if Mr. Butler can prevail
with the &necas, and some other remote tribes, to take up
the hatchet, where it will be sent. Some say, upon the
back parts of Virrrinia; others say at Canada, to open a
passage for Mr. Johnson's return. Some of the ltlohawks
have affirmed that Mr. Johnson will return by way of New-
York; and if there should be a passage, only two feet, he
wiJI beat his way through.

The Oneidas put great confidence in Mr. Deane, as your
Honour's Deputy, and admit him into their cabinet coun-
cils. Had he not been on the spot at this juncture, to
strengthen and encourage the Oneidas, and remove objec-
tions, the Cayugas would probably have carried the day;
and had they brought back the axe, it is thought our fron-
tiers would have felt it before many months.

The deputation fromCaughnawaga and adjacent villages
have just now arrived. Mr. Deane would have mentioned
it, but his letter is sealed. They say they met with some
Senecas at the village called Onoskwikisne, about thirty
miles south of Caughnawaga, who told them they must pro-
ceed directly for the Central Council-fire, and not enter the
territories of the Onddas, for they were Bostonians. The
delegation said they would first go to those by whom they
were immediately invited, viz: the Oneidas-giving this
further reason, that they were of one heart.

A certain paper your Honour committed to my care, when
at Albany, cannot be forwarded at present.

Y ou.r Honour will be pleased not to disclose Mr. Deane's
name or mine to the Indians, as having communicated such
intelligence, at this juncture; for it would very much preju-
dice the Senecas and Cayugas against the Oneidas, as well
as weaken our interest among them. A word to the wise
is sufficient.

That your Honour may enjoy health, be long preserved,
and, under God, be made an extensive blessing to the Uni-
ted Colonies, is the prayer of, sir, your Honour's most obe-
dient and very humble servant,

SAlIfiJEL KIRKLAND.

To the Honourable Philip Schuyler, Esq.

P. S. The Caughnawagas bring very favourable accounts
of the situation of aff.'lirsat Quebeck. Mr. Deane has been
several hours in council with them, but cannot write any-
thing further by this conveyance. .

whereby he suffered the loss of his business, and incurred
heavy expenses. His absence at the time of our appoint-
ments has occasioned his being hitherto unemployed in such
manner as I could wish. His own abilities, joined to his
services already done, I think render him worthy of publick
notice. The Military Department is his choice.

I am, with truth and regard, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant,

J TONATHAN . RUMBULL.

To the Honourable John Rancock, Esq.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN BEALL.
[No. 104.J Annapolis,April 3, 1776.

SIR : You have our consent to discharge Mr. James
Warren. We think he is entitled to pay. Weare, &c.

To Captain Rezin Beall.

lIrARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO BALTIMORE COMMITTEE.
[No.1 05.J Annapolis, April 3, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: You have done 'perfectly right in detain-
ing Mr. Henderson. If he is friendly to America, he could
have easily got a permit from the Committee of the County
wherein he resides. As he has not done it, we think he
ought to be at the expense of obtaining a certificate of his
character before his boats are released.

We are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO FREDERICK COUNTY

COMMITTEE.

[No.106.J Annapolis, April 3, 1776.
GENTLEl\IEN: We enclose you the judgment of our Board

against Robert Gassaway, whom we were induced to treat
with moderation, as he discovered a good deal of sorrow and
contrition for his offences, which appeared to us to be, in a
great measure, the effect of passion.

We are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for the Middle District
of Frederick County.

LETTER FROM PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Philadelphia, April 3, 1776.

SIR: I have it in command from Congress to direct that,
upon the application of Silas Deane, Esq., you furnish him
with a guard of twenty men, under a proper officer, to pro-
ceed w!th him to the Capes., fro~ then9~ .to ?e retl~rned.
You will therefore comply with this reqUIsitIOnImmediately'
on his application.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To the Officer commanding the Continental Troops, or the
Officer commanding where this letter shall be produced.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO COMMANDING OFFICER IN

DELAWARE.

Philadelphia, April 3, 1776.

SIR: I have it in charge from Congress to direct that,
immediately upon receipt hereof, you order two companies
of the Continental Troops under your command to march
to Lewestown, there to do duty, and promote the service of
the Continent, until the further order of Congress.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To the Officer commanding the Battalion of Continental
Troops in Delaware Government.

GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL TO PRESIDEr.--r OF CONGRESS.

Lebanon, April 2, 1776. MASSACHUSETTS DELEGATES TO THE PRESIDENT OF TUJ!:.

SIR: This will be delivered toyouby Captain Noah COUNCIL.
.

Phelps. He is a gentleman who, as a principal, was con- Philadelphia,April 3, 1776..
cerned in the important seizure of the Northern Fortresses SIR: The Congress being informed; by a letter from Ge-_
the last spring. After the reduction of those posts, he was neral Washington, that two thousand of the Continental
employed as a volunteer in other important services before Troops at Cambridge and Roxbury are deficient in fire-arms"
St. John's, and in Canada, where, for some time, by direc- and that he has not been able to purchase the same from,
tion of General Montg01nery, he acted as contractor for the the inhabi~ants, or obtain them fi'om the Assemblies of the.
Army, until he had the misfortune to fall grievously sick, New-England Colonies, have directed the General to make~

...
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returns to the Assemblies of the number of men inlisted in
their respective Colonies that are destitute of arms, and to
dismiss from the service such of them as cannot be thus sup-
plied. In consegU('J1ce of this, the Delegates from JUassa-.
chllsetts-Bay tbink it their duty to write to your Honour on
the subject, and, through YOI1, to inform the honourable
Assembly, that, for the better regulating the Army, and
promoting the means of defence, the United Colonies are
divided into districts, or departments, and are to supply with
fire-arms the Continental Troops that shall be raised by
them, respectively, and be in want thereof. The Eastern
District consists of the Northeastern Colonies, who, during
the whole of this conflict, have discovered the firmest attach-
ment to American liberty, and the warmest zeal and ardour
in its defence. Should they, at any time, fail in this, or
neglect to supply their quotas of men and amlS, they must,
in consequence thereof, be the greatest sufferers, and may
confer on. themselves the censure of the rest of the Conti-
nent. Weare fully persuaded that the late difficulties in
raising men and procuring arms in the Eastern District are
justly chargeable on the mode adopted for establishing the
Army at Cambridge; but we hope for a different regulation
in future, and shall use our utmost endeavours that, in any
new levies of men, the General Assemblies may have the
direction of the same, subject to the control of Congress.

We think it necessary to inform tbe honourable Assem-
" bly that, in some of the Colonies, all persons whatever are

}1rohibited from purchasing or selling fire-arms to be carried
from the same. The safety of the Eastern District may
possibly require the like protection. We rejoice at the suc-
cess attending the measures of the .Massachusetts-Bay for
promoting the manufacturing of military stores, and think
that a steady perseverance in the same plan is the wisest
mode that the Colonies can adopt for a permanent establish-
ment of their rights and liberties. We therefore hope that
diligent inquiry will be made for aB the manufacturers of
fire-arms in the Colony who, from want of means, or other
circumstances, are unemployed in this business, and that
publick works will be erected for them, with suitable en-
couragement to engage them in the service. We sincerely
congratulate your honourable Assembly on the happy re-
covery- of Boston fi'om our enemies, and are fuBy assured
that this opportunity of fortifying the harbour will be suc-
cessfully improved, and thereby an asylum secured for the
ships-of-war and other navigation of the Continent. \Ve
presume that General TYashington will see the necessity of
such a measure, and order some of the cannon brought from
Ticonderoga to be appropriated to this purpose. But should
it otherwise happen, we think there can be no objection to
the Assembly's taking such of the cannon and carriages at
Cambridge as they have supplied, and deducting from their
accounts against the Continent the charge of any part thereof
which they may have made in said accounts, more espe-
cially as New- York is b~ter supplied with cannon than
New-England; and the reason there is to expect another
visit from the enemy in that quarter, renders every precau-
tion necessary to receive them.

We have the honour to be, sir, with great respect, your
most obedient and very humble servants,

JOHN HANCOCK,

SAMUEL ADAMS,

JOHN ADAMS,

ROBERT T. PAINE,

ELBRIDGE GERRY.

To the Honourable President of the Council of the- Massa-
chusetts-Bay.

GENERXL HEATH TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

City of New-York, April 3, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: Having at present the honour to command
the Army in the service of the United Colonies in North-
AtMT'1:Canow quartered in this city, five regiments of which
are lately arrived from the camp near Boston, whose neces-
sities and complaints are so great as to make it my duty to
crave relief fi'Om the honourable Continental Cono-ress.
These regiments were reluctant to leave the camp before
they had received their pay; but the Treasury beino- bare,
they could not have it. They suffered much on the J~ad for
want of money, and would have suffered more had they not
been relieved by their officers, who spent all their money to

relieve their men. Since their arrival in this city, their want~;
increase. Enelosed I send you the complaints of one regi..
ment. Other Colonels acquaint me that they are discouraged.
Three months' pay is due. I have been obliged to borrow a
month's pay for three of the rifle companies. I have written
to his Excellency General Washington on the subject, and
am advised by Doctor FrankHn to write immediately to the
honourable Congress. I do, therefore, most earnestly re--
quest that you would please to lay the matter before Con-
gress, and that the most speedy relief may be granted.

Colonel MijJlin arrived in this city on yesterday, with hi"
lady. The Delegates fi.-omCongress, going for Canada, sailed
in the afternoon with a fair wind. I have in this city, by the
return of yesterday, five thousand two hundred and ten men,
exclusive of the city Militia. Weare fortifying the city a3
fast as possible. Governour Tryon having begun to throw
up a work on a small Island in the harbour, about half a
mile from the Asia man-of-war, I determined to drive him
from every part of ten-a firma. l\Iajor De Hart, of the New-
Jersey Battalion, offered, with two hundred men of that regi-
ment, to dislodge them; accordingly, about twelve o'clock
last night, they embarked on board several boats, and a littl'J
after one landed on the Island. The men were all on board
the ships; but near forty women and children were in :a
house on the Island. They fired all the buildings, saving
a eottage, in which they left the distressed women and chil-
dren. They defaeed the work, and brought off the intrench-
ing tools. It is said near one hundred recruits, from Long-
Island, have joined Tryon; but whether this be certain or
not, I cannot tell.

My best respects to my worthy friends, Messrs. Adaml~,
Paine, and Gerry; and believe me, with the greatest re-
spect, to he your most humble servant, ~.V H

., . . EATH.

To the IIonourable John Hancock, Esq.

CAPTAIN DAVIS TO NEW-YORK CO!\GRESS.

Easthampton, April 3, 1776.

GENTLE)IE:-<: Your warrant was handed me. I have
endeavoured to inlist the men agreeable to the instructions
contained therein. But as no time is limited for the men's
inlistment, it much retards the business; and a very great
uneasiness arises in tbe minds of some very good men, who
would gladly enter the service, on account of the wages
being reduced; and it is reported among them, that the
wages given at Connecticut is the same this year as it was
the last. If it had not been for the objections above, I shoulll
by this time have filled my company. The number I have
inlisted is about seventy, and hope soon to complete the
whole. I am your humble servant to command,

.TOHN DAVIS.

To the Provincial Congress, or Committee of Safety,. of
New- York.

NATHANIEL FORDHAM TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

Sag.Harbour, East end of Long-Island, April 3, 1776.

Pursuant to a vote of the County Committee, held at our
County-Hall, in Suffolk County, on tbe 27th of March,
we, whose names are hereunto subscribed, being appoint-
ed a sub-Committee to examine the contents of all the can-
non within our respective Districts, and make return of saill
contents to the Provincial Congress or Committee of Safety,
with a petition for a supply of ammunition and other war-
like stores, suitable fQr tbe enclosed list of eannon, which we
have examined agreeable to orders.

This petition humbly showed), that it is the opinion of this
Committee, that we are much exposed to the ravages of the
Ministerial Army, and look upon it highly necessary that
we have a publid( stock or quantity of ammunition, anri
other warlike stores, together with orders for mounting the
enclosed number of cannon on proper carriages; and as the
Ministerial Troops seem at this present juncture to be on
the move, cannot tell how soon we nmy be invaded; there-
fore beg your speedy answer; which shall be gratefully ac-
knowledged by your humble servants,

NATHAN FORDHAM,

}
BURNET MILLER, Sub- Committee.
THOMAS YOUNGS,

To the Chairman of the Provincial Congress, or Committee
of Safety, New-York.



Loss susta£ned on the Island 0fPlUJDENCE, by JAMESW AL-
LACEand his Fleet, at several times, viz:

1775-June 8. Ebenezer Jtlaterson, sun-
dries, hy a tender,

November 17. John Shelden, furniture, &c.,
hy a tender, .

1776-January 12. William, John, and
.Nathaniel Fairbanks, furniture, burnt by
James Wallace and his fleet,

Williams Allen, bouse, &c.,
Joshlla Allen, furniture, &c.,
Ebenezel' Allen, house, crib, provisions, &c.,
Estate of John Tillinp;hast, deceased, three

dwelling-houses, crib, barn, &c.,
John Allen, house damaged, and provisions,
Samuel Littlefield, sundries, - - - -
Job Durfey, robbed of stock on Hog-Is-

land - - -' - - - - - - -
Christ~pher Dll1fey, robbed of stock on

Hog-Island,- - - - - - - -
Silas Niles, robbed of stock on Point Ju-

dith,
1775-0ctober 2. JohnOldfield and Ro-

bert Binney, Schooner Bedford, robbed
by Captain Ayscough, of the Swan, -

li76-January. ltIary Easton, widow,
robbedof clothing and furnitureout of
the Sloop, John 1Varrenmaster, in the
river, by Captain Ayscough, - - -

Abigail and Sarah j~'weet,of clothing, fur-
niture, &c., out of said Sloop, by Ays-
cough,-

:March 2:3. Thomas Earl and John Stad-
ner, of Newport, owners of the Sloop
Betsey, burnt at Virginia, by the Otter
sloop-of-war and tender, -

o
February, Samuel and TVilliam -';~rnon, and'

James Tanner, owners of the Brigantine
Venu.y, one hundred and seventy tons
burden, burnt in the harbour of Newport,
by the Bomb Brigantine and tender sent'
by Wallace, valued, - 1.333 6 8

Samuel and William Fernon, sundry goods
on board her, -

Lucy Lawton, Ji.lrniture,clothing, &c., de-
stroyed by Wallace, at Prudence, Jan-
uary 12, - - - - -
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James Carr, house, &c., &c., - - - -
Joseph Ck1rk, two dwelJing-houses, barn,

crib, &c., &c.,
}tIary Franklin, house, furniture, &c.,
Gershom Franklin, house, - - -
Thomas Fowler, furniture, stock, &c.) &c.,
Benjamin Nichol, sundries, - - - - -
Niles H:elm, furniture, &c.,
Benjamin Elery, two dwelling-houses, barn

and stores, -
Samuel Slocum, house, furniture, &c.,
1f7illiamGreenman, furniture, &c.,
Samuel Tenel, house, furniture, &c., -
AbelFranklin,furniture,&c., - - - -
SamuelArcher, furniture,&c.,
John Bennington, furniture,&c., - - -
Daniel Underwood, dwelling-house, work-

house,furniture,&c., &c., - - - -
Damm'ies Fowler, furniture,
Benjamin Terrel, furniture, -
Sylvester Fowler, furniture,
1Vager Hull, dwelling-house, -
Clwistopher Fowler, furniture, &c., - -
ltlary Hllll, dwelling-houseand furniture,
IIazard Knowles, sundries, - - -

Albany, Apri) 3, 1776.

SIR: I have been informed that Mr. John T¥illiams has
reported to Congress that Colonel Warner's Regiment left
Canada because I neglected to forward the clothing sent to
me by order of Congress for that battalion. I wish the gen-
tleman had spared his censure till he was convinced his tale
was founded in truth. If he is a member of your House,
be pleased to desire the Secretary to deliver him the enclos-
ed; if not, commit it to the flames, for I know not where
to direct to him.

The clothing, tents, &c., which came consigned to my
care, were either delivered out here, or immediately sent for-
ward to Fort George. My orders from General Schuyler
were, to deliver such articles as I had in store to the troops
who were on their march, paying no regard to what corps
they were directed, unless they were in Albany, and stood.
in need of them. This order, I suppose, (for it was none of
my business to inquire,) was given because the troops were
exceedingly wanted at that time at St. John's. If I had
not complied, I should not only have been guilty of a breach
of orders, but, perhaps, the cause of that fortress not being
reduced. This would have been a sufficient justiJication for
my delivering the clothing sent for the Green ltIountain Boys,
to another regiment, who stood in need of them; though I
had not an opportunity of doin;" this, for Mr. Curtenius did
not ship them till the 18th of October. They were not de-
tained, as alleged, but sent forward to Fort George, the 31st
of the same month, unopened.

Captain IIeman Allen's Company was the only one, he-
longing to that battalion, which went through this city, and
they marched from this the 10th of September-six weeks
before I received the clothing. If Mr. l1'ilNams had applied
to me, and been made acquainted with these circumstances, I
believe he would have spared his reflection. As the accu-
sation was made to your House, I hope I shall not be deemed
troublesome in stating the fact, tt> obliterate any prejudice
which misrepresentation may have caused in the minds of
the members.

I am, sir, with great esteem, your very humble servant,
W ALTER LIVINGSTON, Deputy Com'y General.

To Colonel Woodhull.

LOSSF.S OF THE INHA.BITANTS OF RHODE-ISLAND.

Account of the Losses sustained by Inhabitants of RHODE.
IsuND, by the destruction of their Property, by the
BRITISH, in 1775 and 1776.

Abstract of the several persons' Accounts, duly attested, that
have had their property taken, burnt, or otherwise de-
stroyed, by the Ministerial Ships-of- War; collected by the
subscribers, by order of the General Assembly of the
State of Rhode-Isk1nd and Providence Plantations, and
transmitted to the most honourable the Continental Con-
gress at Philadelphia.

. 1775-June. SamuelandWilliamVernon's
Brigantine Royal Charlotte, from Jamai-
ca, loaded with rum and sugar, taken by
James Wallace, of the Rose, and sent to
Bo.yton, valued at £2,350 sterling, is,
lawful money, - . - - - £3,133 6 8

October 3d. Champlin Sf Ross, their Sloop
Nova-Scotia, robbed of stores, by James
Wall<1ce, - - - -

November 15th. J.t1osesSeixas, robbed of a
Negro, by ditto, - - - -

170 8

75 o o-
£3,378 14 8

~----

JUIESTOWNburnt by \VALI.ACF~,and the Fleet under his
command, DECE~ffiER10, 1775. Sufferers as follow:

John lIowland, house, barn, &c., burnt, - £604 15 3
Benjamin Barker, furniture, &c., &c.; -. 90 2 5
Richard Bush, furuiture, provisions, &c., - 125 13 IOk
Stephen Bennington, furniture and stock, - 46 13 8
John Gardnir, house, barn, stock, &c.,

&c., - - - - - -
John Martin, (shot by Wallacehimself,)

furniture, stock, &c.,&c., -

450 10

778

92 14 o

590 0 0
399 7 4
]50 0 0
412 7 9

13 17 6
75 12 4

501 3
320 4

34 15
248 19

13 12
47 6
50 I

4
o
6
2f
6'
8
o

195 17 0
34 5 9
45 19 1
28 3 5

400 0 0
61 9 6

289 7 6
8 "5

£5,686 14 9
:..

£6 10 10

61 13 1Oi-

86 16
74 3

8 14
170 14

4
8
o
9

624 0
21 12
6 0

o
o
o

92 8

82 15

30 12 o

53 6 o

70 4 9

40 7 o

300 o o

44 3 6

21 II o

£12,194 9 8f

355 II 2

In obedienceto the order of the General Assembly,we
have collected the foregoing accounts of losses sustained by
inhabitants of this State. Many others have been sufferers,

o
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and notified by several
bringing them in.

advertisements, but have neglected

WILLIAM VERNON,
JOHN G. WANTON.

STAMFORD (CONNECTICUT) COMMITTEE.

At a meeting of the Committee of Inspection for the
Town of Stamford, on the 3d day of April, 1776:

.Munson Jarvis and David Picket being cited before the
Committee for signing a seditious paper, the import of which
was that they would assist the King and his vile minions in
their wicked, oppressive schemes to enslave the American
Colonies; and tending to discourage any military prepara-
tions to repel the hostile measures of a com!pt Administra-
tion; and likewise tending to dissuade persons fi'om observing
or regarding the resolves of the honourable Continental Con-
gress,-they appeared, and acknowledged they had signed
the paper above referred to, and were voted guilty of the
crime alleged against them by the Committee.

Mr. Jarvis exhibited a confession, declaring himself sorry
for what he had done, and promised" to adhere and abide
by all the recommendations and resolves of the honourable
Continental Congress, so far as he was not hindered by a
religious tie of conscience."

Mr. Picket likewise offered a confession, professing him-
self sorry for his mistake, desiring it might be overlooked,
and promised" to conduct himself agreeable to the good
and wholesome laws and rules that are in being now in the
Colonies, which are or may be for the good of his coun-
try."

Upon being asked what they meant by the reserve of" a
religious tie of conscience," and the" laws and rules that
are in being now in the Colonies, which are or may be for
the good of the country," they declared that they could not
join with the country in pursuing the measures adopted by
the Congress in defence of the just rights and privileges of
the United Colonies; which, taken in conjunction with their
written confession, and what they further offered upon the
occasion, was deemed an insufficient satisfaction for their
offence.

It was therefore voted by the Committee, that they should
be advertised as enemies to their country; and we hereby
recommend it to all persons to break off all commerce and
dealing with them, and to treat them agreeable to the re-
solve of the Congress for those who are declared enemies
to their country.

A true copy from the Minutes. Attest:
JOHN HAIGHT, JUN., Committee Clerk.

GENERAL W ASHIXGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Cambridge, April 3, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I this day received your favour of the Q7th
ultimo, with a letter from General Arnold.

The enemy have quitted this harbour last week. We
have no certain account of their destination. It is generally
thought they have gone to Halifax. If this should prove
true, it is probable they will attempt to penetrate into Cana-
da when the communication by the river St. Lawrence is
open.

By a late letter I received from Congress, I have it in
command from them to detach four Battalions into Canada,
as soon as I shall be of opinion that the safety of New- York
and the eastern service will permit; of which I cannot be a
proper judge until I have a certain account of the place
where the enemy are retreated to.

I have despatched two Companies of Artillery, two thir-
teen-inch mortars, and military stores, (a list of which you
have enclosed,) to the Army before Quebeck, in the last

. week; and if I can spare the four Battalions, or more, they
will go from New- York, to which place the greater part of
the troops are gone from hence. I shall set out to-morrow,
and will be very happy to see you there after my arrival, if
you can be spared from your present station, which I am
sensible is a very important one.

I have no hopes of procuring the hard money I gave you
expectation of. The possessors of it are not of late accus-
tomed to a paper currency, and keep their gold and silver
close.

Captain Lamb is appointed Second Major in the Regi-

ment of Artillery commanded by Colonel Henry Knox.
This promotion I thought due to his merit and bravery.

I am, with great esteem, dear sir, yours, &c.
GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Schuyler.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL ARNOLD.

Head.Quarters, Cambridge, April 3, 1776.

SIR: Your favour of the 27th February is come to hand.
I much fear you will be much disappointed in the numher
of troops you expected in that month, as the lakes were
impassable.

Major-General Thomas wiIl, long before you receive this,
have informed' you of the success of our operations here..
The enemy quitted this harbour last week. We have no
certain accounts of their destination. It is generally be..
lieved they are gone to Halifax. If true, it is probable
they will attempt to penetrate Canada on the opening of the
St. Lawrence. I hope, before that happens, you will be in
full possession of Quebeck, and have its avenues well se..
cured, upon which depends the fate of this campaign in
those parts.

I have despatched two companies of Colonel Knox's Re..
giment of Artillery to you, from hence, and two mortars,
&c., as you will see at foot hereof. If anything else is
wanting tbat cannot be had in Canada, and in my power
to send, they shall be forwarded with all possible expecli-.
tion, upon my being informed thereof.

The chief part of the troops are marched from hence to-.
wards New- York. [wiII set off to-morrow. If the enemy
will not find us full employment, and it is necessary, YOli
may expect a detachment from thence to your assistance.

I am very sorry that the gentlemen of New- York, and
other officers, should think themselves neglected in the new
alTangement. It is true that I reserved places in this Army
for those officers who went from hence under your com-.
mand. The Congress have since informed me that they
would be provided for in the Army raised for Canada. ][
was not acquainted with the gentlemen who complain, nor
with their circumstances. There is little doubt but their
merits will be rewarded in due time.

I am very sensible of the many difficulties you have had
to encounter. Your conduct under them does you great
honour. As General Thomas will take the burden off your
shoulders, I hope you wiII soon gather strength sufficient to
assist in finishing the important work you have, with so
much glory to yourself and service to your country, hitherto
conducted.

As I am informed that there is a furnace somewhere near
you, where shells and shot of any size can be cast, I would
recommend to General Thomas to have what quantity of
each that may be wanting, immediately prepared. The
roads are so very bad that it is impossible to send you any
great number of these necessary articles fi'om hence.

I have appointed Captain Lamb, who is a prisoner in Que..
beck, to be Second Major in tbe Regiment of Artillery, com
manded by Colonel Henry Knox.

The gentlemen of this family return you their compli..
ments; and I remain yours,

G WEORGE ASHINGTON.
To General Arnold.

P. S. My best wishes and compliments attend Genera]
Thomas.

ORDERS .AND INSTRUCTIONS TO MAJOR-GENERAL WARD.

General Ward will comply with any requisitions of the
General Court or Council, respecting the troops, if not in..
compatible with any order received from me, or which may
be sent him from Congress.

The stores of every kind, provisions and military, are to
be drawn together and sufficiently guarded. Those at Be
verley, with the vessels, are also to be protected.

If it should be/ound more convenient to have the Regi..
ments quartered III ,the barracks at Roxbury, and it should
be agreeable to the General Court or Council, I shall have:
no objection to it. Some men should be kept upon Bun..
ker's Hill, and should be employed in levelling the lower
lines of that work next to Prospect or Winter Hill.

All the troops are to be employed in completing such
works as are already begun, and such as may be resolved
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on by the General Court or Council, for defence of the
harbour, &c.

Colonel Gridley win be left to construct and see to the
execution of these works. An exact account to be taken,
and valuation made, of all the materials which are used in
these works, and to be ready if and when it shall be called
for. . .

The work upon Beacon Hill should be repaired, ~nd, m
my opinion, be made strong, as it commands Fort Ildl .an~
all lower works, and would endanger the loss of them If It
should be possessed by the ene~y. . .All the lines upon Boston lVeck ought, m my Judgment,
to be demolished as it is a defence against the country, and
no security to thJ town. So ought those flushes on the west
of Boston.

No time should be lost in fixing with the General Court
or Council upon proper signals for alarming the coun~ry
upon the appearance of a fleet. For the purpose of gam-
ineras much time as Possible I think the alarm ought to be

'"
,

given from Cape-Anne or ~farblehead, ~nd forwarded by
aD"reedsiernals to Boston , and thence mto the country.

'=' '"This matter should not be delayed.
A guard should be kept over the Powder Magazine,

which I think will be safer in Boston. The powder should
be often shifted. A Commissary or Conductor of Artillery
Stores will be left, who is to deliver nothing without your
or the commanding officer's order.

Mr. Parke will continue here till the affairs of that de-
partment are arranged, and some perso? fixed u~on .t~ do
the duties of that office; and the CommIssary of I ronslons
will do the like in his.

Mr. 1ifTarrenwill probably continue here till some regula-
tion is adopted. In his hands money will be left to answer
the pay of the troops and contingent expenses of this de-
partment, which may be drawn for by y:our warran.t. But
with respect to accounts and transactions of wluch you
have had no knowledge, let them be specially reported, and
paid by particular order.

All captures made by the Continental Armcd. Vessels are
to be immediately libelled in the Court of AdmIralty of the
District where carried to.

All officers, soldiers, and men-of-war's men, are con-
sidered as Plisoners; the former to be sent and confined to
some town, upon their paroles; the others sent to such jails
as the General Court shall direct.

No condemned property to be sold till the day of sale is
three times advertised in the papers (with an enumeration of
the cargo) of Boston, Cambridge, 1f1atertown, and 1Vorccs-
ter, and a special report thereof made to you, that if any-
thin" is wanted in the Commissary's or Quartermaster's De-
part~TIent, the~ may be no~ified thereof.

.Every possIble method IS to be used for the preservatJon
of the Barracks. If any of them are wanted for any of
the new works, they may be taken after valuation thereof.

The vessels which were left in Boston by the enemy,
some with and some without cargoes, (and which, I am
told, various claims are laid to,) must not be delivered up,
unless the person claiming will give some surety to abide
the determination of Congress respecting them. In that
case, an exact inventory to be taken, in order to ascertain
the value.

The wheat left by the King's Troops is to be attended
to, that no hurt comes to it. It ought either to be sold or
converted into flour, for the use of the Army. The Quar-
termaster and Commissary may be consulted on this head.

The Regiments should be kept as much together as pos-
sible, for the purpose of disciplining the men when they are
not upon fatigue duty. Discourage the granting of furloughs
but in cases of necessity. Keep the officers and men strictly
to their duty, and in all things consult frugality as much as
possible.

In all matters not particularly specified in the foregoing
instructions, your own judgment, prudence, and discretion,
must be your guide. You will take care to advise me, by
every opportunity, of yoU\"proceedings. and of every trans-
action, of a publick nature, that-you may think worth com-
municating.

The flat-bottomed boats, whale boats, and floating batte-
ries, are to be continued in the care of Captain Sylvanus
Drew. They must be hauled into a convenient place of
safety, and proper care taken to prevent their being de-

stroyed or sufferin!T dama ge from the heat of the weather.,
'=' . IiTheir oars, paddles, &c., are to be put mto some sa e

store.
All officers and seamen, taken in transport vessels e~-

ployed in the enemy's service, are to be released, on. condi-
tion that they give a very strict parole not to act agamst the
American Colonies during the present contest. .

Yours, &c.
GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Ward.

ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR COLONEL HENRY KNOX,

COMMANDING THE REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY.

It being of the utmost import?nce to the publick service
that the main body of the RegIment of Artillery, together
with the field-cannon, ammunition, stores, &c., should, as
speedily as possible, be assembled at New- York, .1 have
thought proper to give you the following orders and mstrue-
tions:

The LeD"islature of this Colony having determined to as-
semble thr~e hundred teams upon the Common i~ Cam-
bridfY'e between this day and .~'atunlay next, you will order
the 6C~mmissary of Ordnance Stores, with the Conductors
of Artillery, to be properly assisted in loading all the ammu-
nition and ordnance stores into the teams allotted for the
serviceof the Artillery. . . .You will send a Conductor,wIth every Bngade of tlurty
teams to Norwich in Connecticut,whom you will order to

" d
.

ffireceive and obey such directions as the comman mg 0 eel'
at Norwich shall think proper to give.

In 10adinD"the teams at Cambridge, you will take
Y

ar-
ticular care ~o direct the stores and ammunition, that wil be
first in demand at the general rendezvous, to be first sent
forward; such as the fixed ammunition, the powder, ~llusket-
balls, buck-shot, laboratory stores, empty paper cannon-car-
tridges, flints, fuses, &c., &c. The heavy stores, (shot and
shells,) not so immediately in r~quest, I?ay be sent the
last, according as, upon the best mformatlOn, you shall see
proper to give directions.

The covered wagons, taken from the enemy, should car-
ry all the powder that is to go fi'om hence, and the tum-
brils the fixed ammunition. vVith these it is my orders
you send Mr. Commissary Cheever, in whose car~ and g~i-
dance it is proper to place your confidence for their secunty
and preservatiQn. .

All the remaining field-artillery and brass mortars should
march with the two remaining companies to J\Torwich, where
they will find my orders for their further proceedings.

As soon as the whole of the artillery, ammunition, stores,
8w. dirccted by the instructions to be sent forward, are,

If d J\T. . h .
upon the mardI, you ;ViU yourse pro~ee to orW1C, m
Connecticut; and havlll~ seen everythmg before you f~om
thence, you are then, wIth aU despatdl, to proceed to lItew-
York.

Lieutenant-Colonel Burbeck should, without any delay,
go the most direct road thither, and, as soon as Lieutenant-
Colonel .Mason is able to travel, he must follow.

Your Quartermaster should march witb the two cOmpa-
nies to-morrow; and your Adjutant you will do well to k~ep
with yourself, to carry such orders as you shall at any tUl1e
think necessary to give.

. .'.F'rom the great variety of the stores and duties 111your
department, there is no such thing as giving all. and e~ery
min1Jte direction, necessary to be given upon tIlls occaSIOn.
Trusting in your zeal, diligence, and ability, I remain con-
fident of every exertion in your power for the publick ser-
vIce. .

Given at Head-Quarters, in Cambridge, this 3d day of
April, 1776.

GEORGE'\VASHINGTON.
To Colonel Henry Knox.

ORDERS AND INSTUCTIONS FOR JOHN P ARKE, ES~., ASSIS-

T ANT Q.UARTER;\IASTER-GENERAL.

It being found necessary for the publick service that the
Quartermaster-General, Colonel Thomas MijJlin, should be
despatched to lVew- York, and the command in his depart-
ment devol ving on you, be it your care to see that .the Clerks,
Commissaries '\Vaeronmasters, Armourers, ArtIficers, and
the servants ~f th: publicI. of every denomination within
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your inspection, are diligent in executing your commands
and forwarding the publick service. .

As a number of wagons win this day be sent by the
Legislature of this Province, for the purpose of transporting
store3, &c., to Norwich, those intended for the Quarter-
master-General you will direct to be loaded with the articles
first in request upon the Army's assembling at their general
rendezvous: such as camp equipage, intrenching tools, cook-
ing utensils, &c., with all the articles now in store belonging to
the various branches of the Quartennaster-General's Depart-
ment. A 'Vagonmaster and some of the clerks must ac-
company those teams to .l.[orwich, and see that everything
sentfi'om hence is £lithfil11y delivered there.

As some teamsters have lately dropped their lading upon
the road at T-tTaltham,you will order VVagonmaster Goddard
to see it sent forward immediately, and be very strict, for the
future, that every teamster is made answerable for the load
he receives, by your ordering a clerk to enter in a book the
teamster's name, place of abode, and bill of lading. A copy
of the bin of lading must also be given to the teamster, upon
the back of which the receiver of his load at Norwich should
be directed to write the certificate for the payment; and
unless a teamster can produce such certificate of delivery, he
is not to receive any money for his services.

When all the stores in your department, directed to be
carried from hence to New- York, are sent forward, and the
necessary directions given to the person who remains as Assis-
tant Quartermaster-General to the Troops in this District, you
will then, without delay, proceed to New-York, by the way
of Norwlch, in Connecticut. Upon your arrival at lVonvich,
you will see that all the stores are sent before you from
thence; and, upon your being certain that it is effected,
you cannot get too soon to J.Vew-York, where you will report
your whole proceedings to Colonel "fl1"1jflin, and produce and
settle y()ur accounts with him.

Depending much upon your diligence, activity, and fide-
lity, I rest satisfied that no part of the publick service, com-
mitted to your care and guidance, will be, in the least,
neglected.

Given at Head-Quarters, in
April, 1176.

To John Parke, Esq., &c.

Cambridge, this 3d day of

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

ORDERS AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOCTOR .JOHN MORGAN,

.DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE HOSPITAL.

As the grand Continental Army immediately under the
command of his Excel!ency General T-Vashington will, as
soon as it is practicable, be assembled at New- York, you
are, with all convenient speed, to remove the General Hos-
pital to that city.

As the sick in the different houses cannot be removed,
but must be attended until they are able to march, you wiJl
leave such Surgeons, Surgeons' Mates, Apothecary, and at-
tendants, under the direction of - as are neces-
sary for the care of the sick now in the General Hospital.

The medicines, stores, bedding, &c., not immediately
wanted in the General Hospital, should be loaded in carts,
that will be provided next Saturday, by the Assistant
Quartermaster-General, and sent, under the care of a proper
officer, or officers, of the Hospital, to Norwich, in Connecti-
cut. Upon their arrival there, they will find his Excellency's
orders how, and in what manner, to proceed from thence,
whether by land or by water.

The medicines ordered, upon his Excellency's application,
by the honourable the General Court of this Province, to be
taken out of the town of Boston, should be sent with the
first of the Hospital stores that go to Norwich, a careful per-
son having orders to take charge of the same.

The fixing and completing the Regimental medicine-chests,
according to your plan lately proposed, had better be defer-
red until your arrival at .J.Vew-York, when that may be set
about under your inspection.

As the removing the General Hospital must be attended
with such a variety of duty and attention, I must refrain
from giving more particular directions, leayjng a latitude to
your experience and knowledge in your profession to govern
and direct all your motions.

Before you leave Cambridge, it will be necessary to see
a proper Regimental medicine-chest provided and delivered

to each of the Surgeons of the four Regiments left in garri..
son there under the immediate command of Major-Genera]
T-Vard; also, a chest for Colonel Glover's Regiment, on
command at Beverley.

Reposing entire confidence in your care, diligence, and
zeal for the service, I remain satisfied 'of your best exertions
for the publick benefit.

Given at Cambridge, Head-Quarters, 3d day of April,
1776. G UTEORGE H ASHINGTON.
To Doctor John Morgan.

COUNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS TO HOUSE OF REPRESENTA..

TIVES.

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives:
The Council are informed that there are a number of

cannon on Castle-l~land, which have been no further injured
by our enemies than having been spiked up; and as they
may be immediately wanted for the defence of this Colony,
the Council recommend to the honourable House that they'
take the earliest opportunity to employ some suitable per..
sons to unspike the touch-holes; and that garrison-carriages
and other nE'cessary implements be provided for them, that
they may be fit for use.

In the name, and by order of the Council:
J AMESOTIS, President.

To the Honourable Council and the Honourable House oj
Representatives, now sitting at vVATERTOWN.

The Petition of the Selectmen of PROVINCETOWN,in behalf
of said Town, humbly showeth :

That on the 28th day of March last a sloop appearing;
near the shore on the back of said town, and to be in dis.,
tress; on going on board, found her to be from Boston:.
with five men on board, and twenty-five women and chil..
dren, in the most miserable condition. It seems they were
bound for IIalifax; but, having neither seamen nor water
on board, they were unable to proceed on their intended
voyage. And as we have reason to believe them to be som~:
of those vermin which have been so destructive to the peace
and good order of the Colony, we commnnicate their names
to your Honours, viz: Robert Campbell,* Peter Harris,.
Patrick Trott, Daniel Wissel, and the famous Jolly Allen,.
late of Boston. Said sloop's cargo consists of household
goods, wearing apparel, and casks of dclph and glassware.

And we humbly pray your Honours to give such direc-.
tions as you shall think proper with the present vessel and
goods now in our hands; and, as in duty bound, shall ever
pray.

NEHE~JIAH NICKERSON,

STEPHEN ATWOOD,

SOLOJlION COOK.
Provincetown, April 3, 1776.

COLO:'ffiL ANDREW REED TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Boothbay, April 3, 1776.

I beg leave to inform your Honours, that James Cargil,
whom the honourable Court last year appointed a Colonel
in the County of Lincoln, on the 23d day of 1J;larch last

"'TRURO, .Ilpril 5, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE THE HONOURABLE COURT: I beg leave to inform
your Honours I have a sloop on shore at Calle. Cod, put in there in dis-
tress, having thirty souls on board, aw] not one drop of water.

It was with the utmost difficulty I got clear of the flect, without the
loss of the sloop, as my intention was to part them, to put into some port
to repair, and to proceed to the Province of .;Yew. York. I beg such dircc-
tions as may enable me to disposc of the passengers and secme my pro-
perty. Should it be suggested that I may be an enemy to my country,
I can produce proper testimony, if rQquire<l, T have not acted any part
in favour of the Mini.,teria] Troops; bnt my intention is, by means of the
sloc;>p,to be meflIl to my country, and provide for my family.

r should have been glad to have had it in my power to make myself
bettcr known, but cannot at prcsent. as I am illy able to hold a pen, having
froZ"Cnmy fingers for want of help on board.

I beg leave to subscribe myself a fricnd, RUBERT CAMPBELL.

'I'h cnames of the persons that I!rrivcd at this place on board the Sloop
Sally, 28th Jlfarch, 1776: Robert Camflbell, Master; Pete,- llarris,
Patpick P,'ont, Daniel Wisel, wife and child; Jolly .Illlen, wife and his
seven children; Sally Bradford, servant maid; Lilla CopPingel', belong-
ing to Mr. .;l!len's family; Mrs. Eleanor Barry, and her five children;
Mrs. .,.ancy Ct.owfoot and child; Mrs. Joanna James and her son; M.l's.
I)oll,q Stone, .Um'y lJalTett, and Elizabeth IVin8low-thirty persons in
number.
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free and independent fabrick, to. th~ delusive proll1ises of
freedom, pregnant with the principles of seTVitude and op-
pression. But I think such a compact or act of Parliament
may be framed as wiII secure to Americans the right of free-~
men, at the same time that it removes from them the horrors.
of war and the desolations with which even victory must be-
attended. I think no considerate person will deny that our
truly honourable Congress were of opinion such a compact
could be formed when they petitioned the King, addressed
the people of Britain, and prayed to the Father of Peace
for reconciliation with Great Britain, as the greatest bless-
ing these Colonies could enjoy. If such a settlement, in
the opinion of the Congress, could so lately have been
framed, I think no good reason can be given why it cannot
now be effected, since the same wise and salutary regula-
tions which, six months ago, would have secured us against
the inroads of tyranny, and the designs of a wicked Ministry,
must, at this day, answer the same important purposes.
~What were the articles of this compact, which our Congress
must have thought would be sufficient to secure our liber-
ties, I do not know. It is impossible, therefore, for me to
relate them; but sufficient it is, for the purpose of destroy-
ing the foundation of independency, to delineate the outlines
of a compact which would reconcile us to Great Britain,
and, at the same time, secure and preserve our rights and
privileges. Such a general plan, or groundwork, is here
offered to the publick for their consideration.

1. The British Parliament shall have no power to tax
the Colonies.

2. The Parliament shall not intenneddle with the inter-
nal police of the Colonies. Let Britain provide for her own
internal government, and the Colonies for theirs. By this
clause, all disputes about invasion of charters, rights of trial
by jury, manufactures of the Colonies, &c., will be rooted
up at one stroke. '

3. The Crown shall appoint the officers of Government
in the Colonies during good behaviour, and the people of the
Colonies pay them. By this means the officers become
equally dependant upon Crown and people, as they always
ought to be.

4. The Parliament shall have the regulation of our trade;
but, lest they may lay heavy duties upon articles of our trade,
under pretence of regulating it, and so raise a revenue out
of the Colonies, they should have no right to the duties, but
they should go to, and be for the benefit of, that Colony
from which they were raised, to contribute in paying that
Colony's taxes, &c.

5. As it is necessary there should be some general power
to superintend and regulate the interest of the Colbnies as
connected' with, and interfering with each other, which no
Provincial Legislature is competent to; and as it would be
dangerous to give the British Parliament that power, lest
tyranny might enter in at so indefinite a passage, there should
be a General Convention, consisting of Deputies from the
several Colony Assemblies, or from the people, whosebusi-
ness should be to regulate the posts, the general currency,
and the proportion of the forces of the Colonies, and all
other matters in which the separate Colony LeO"islatures
have not sufficient authority, and which are not co~trary to
the right herein allowed to the British P1\.fliament. One
special business of this Convention should be, to keep a
vigilant and careful watch over the designs and transactions
of the British Ministry and Parliament, that so, by an early

PLAN OF THE AMERICANCOMPACT. watchword, it may prevent tyranny in its embryo. But, as

N.. absolute power might, in time, be assumed by this C.ngress
.. .

ew.lork, Apnl4, 1770. were it without any check, its acts, therefore, should go
The capItal subject of conversatIOn t~1roughout America, horne for the Royal assent; the Crown to have no power to

for .these few weeks past, hath been exclt?d by a pamphlet reject them, or the Provincial acts, unless done within three
entItled Commo~ Sen$e, the author of ,;lnch endeavours t? years after passing here.
sh?w the ne~esslty of ou~ ,final separatIon from Great Bn- 6. For our security against the introduction of British
tam, as our fights and prl~l.le~es cannot be properly secured Troops to enslave us in times of tranquillity, when we had
by, any J?ode of ~e~oncd!at]on whatever. None of the forgot the use of arms, a perpetual standing Militia bill
an:;Wers g1Ven to thIs mgemons'pa~phl~t have sketched out should form part of the compact, by which means the peo-
a.ny plan of settlement by whICh It mIght appear that o~r pIe of the Colonies would keep up their martial spirit, and
flg?ts and freedom. would, be ful}y.secured, though agam always be prepared against the attack of arbitrary power.
united and harmo~lzed "':Ith Brztat'l!' That such a com- But as it would be usefill, in case of sudden invasion, to
pact or settlement IS practIcable,. I thmk, ought to be made have a small number of troops at all times ready to repel
apparent to the peo~le of Amerzca. J:e~ore they can be con- such invasion, the King should have a right to send a eer-
vU1ced of the propriety o~ reconClhatIOn; ~nd unless ,this tain limited number-for instance, ten or twelve thousand-
can be effected, I~ever WIsh .to see the unIon; prefe~I'Jfig, upon the Continent, whose immediate exertions might be
beYQnd all comparIson, tbe tOIls and dangers of erecting a sufficient to prevent an epemy until the Mi]itia could b~
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came to this town of Boothbay, and, in my presence and
hearing, began to rail at the Reverend John ~lllrray, calling
said Mr. Murray a liar and mischief-maker; then, found
fault with the Regulating bill, calling it a Tory bill; then
proceeded to damn the General Court. In the next place,
said Cargil (as far as his words could) damned all officers
who had taken commissions under said honourable Court,
in particular Colonel TiflilliamJones and myself, for reasons
to me unknown; nor were his speeches in private, but in
publick company. Therefore, pray your Honours to give
some directions concerning said Cargil, as his language may
lead many weak minds out of the path of duty.

These are, gentlemen, from your most obedient, humble
servant, ANDREWREED, Colonel.

Halifu:, Nova-Scotia, April 3, 1776.

The first division of the Fleet and Transports from Bos-
ton (containing chiefly the inhabitants, &c.) arrived here
yesterday, after a passage of only six days; and the second
division (containing the Troops) arrived this day, after a
passage of only four days. They have little or no provi-
sions, nor can this place supply them with any; neither are
there conveniences on shore for this unexpected body of
people.

It is fortunate for the King's Troops that the Provincials
did not attack this place last summer, which they certainly
intended; but General Preble, who was to have commanded
the expedition, and had actually embarked one thousand
five hundred New-England Troops in a large number of
~MarbleheadSchoo!lers for that purpose, hearing that the
small-pox was very prevalent here at that time, the scheme
was laid aside. The New-England people are incredibly
afraid of the smaU-pox.

JOHN PAGE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

William.burgh, Virginia, April 4, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:We have this moment received the en-
closed packet, and forward it to you with all possible de-
spatch. Its importance will be known by the followinO"
extract of the letter which enclosed it to us, dated Newber;'
March 30, 1176:

" GENTLEMICN:I take the liberty to enclose to your care
a packet from South- Carolina, containing despatches of the
utmost importance to the Colonies, which I am directed by
the Committee of Safety of that Province to send on to the
Committee of Safety of the District of Newbern, requesting
that you, gentlemen, wiJIimmediately forward it, by express,
to the Committee of Safety of Virginia, and desire them to
forward it, by express, to the Committee of Safety of ltlary-
land, and to request that Committee to forward It, with the
utmost expedition, to Philadelphia. I have given you their
request in their own words, which will, no doubt, induce
you to comply with their request." Signed" Cornelius
Harnett," and addressed to the Committee of Safety of
Newbern District.

For and by order of the Committee of Safet y of Vir9'inia. b ,
I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

JOHN PAGE, V. P.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.
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assembled and brought up. Whoever asserts that ten or
twelve thousand soldiers would be sufficient to control the
Militia of this Continent, consisting of five hundred thousand
brave men, pays but a despicable compJiment to the spirit
and ability of Anu:ricans. More than this stipulated num-
ber the Crown should not send, without the consent of the
General Convention, or Congress.

7. In order to prevent bribery and corruption from sap-
ping the foundation of the goodly fabrick, the compact
should contain these three clauses, viz: That the Colonies
should cboose their Representatives and Convention every
two years; that they should choose them by ballot j and
that no officer or pensionary of the Crown should be
elected.

8. As these Colonies would be protected by the power
of Britain, and would receive all the duties arising from the
regulation of trade, the Colonies should stipulate to allow
them eight per cent. upon all merchandises imported from
foreign countries. This would be the easiest of all methods
for raising this sum. It would be paid invisibly, and we
should even then be gainers, since we should receive a profit
of twelve per cent. upon such foreign commodities. If the
exigencies of the State should, at any time, require a further
grant, the same should be obtained freely, by way of requi-
sition.

These are the outlines of the compact of reconciliation,
by which, it is apparent, our freedom may be ampJy secured.
No doubt many additions may be made to it by the wisdom
of our venerable Congress, and the observations of my coun-
trymen. And since an honourable and secure harmony may
again be established between Great Britain and these Co-
lonies, who would prefer the horrors of war, the ruin of com-
merce, the destruction of private peace and happiness, and
the loss of thousands of our countrymen in battle, to the
blessings of peace and tranquillity, the enjoyment of plenty
and abundance, the preservation of the lives of our fellow-
creatures-and all these in the full possession of liberty?
And for what are we to encounter all these evils and untried
ways, which, like all novel experiments, must be attended
with innumerable difficulties if they should happen to prove
successful, and with dismal consequences should they mis-
carry? It is a form of Government which Baron Montes-
quiett, and the best writers on the subject, have shown to be
attended with many mischiefs and imperfections, while they
pass high encomiums on the excellency of the British Con-
stitution. But why should I dwell upon the dangers of this
scheme? The Continental Congress have never lisped the
least desire for independency or republicanism. All their
publications breathe another spirit; and in their justice, wis-
dom, and virtue, I can freely confide for a restoration of peace
and tranquillity upon just and honourable conditiol15.

AN ENGLISHAMERICAN.

GENERAL PUTNAM TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New-York, April 4, 1776.

SUI.: Since my arrival at this place I have had abundant
reason to be convinced that the Army here is in the highest
need of an immediate supply of cash. I therefore now send
Major Sherburne to Philadelphia, and I hope the Congress
will despatch him as soon as possible, with at least three
hundred thousand dollars for that purpose.

I am, with great regard and esteem, your most humble
servant, .

ISRAEl, PUTNAM.

To the Honourable John Haru;o(;k, Esq.

ULSTER COUNTY (NEW-YORK) COMMITTEE.

Whereas the Provincial Congress have recommended that
a number of Powder-MiHs be immediately built witl1in this
Colony, with certain encouragements to such persons as will
undertake to erect the same, provided such persons be re-
commended by the Committee of the County where such
mills are to be erected; and application having been made
to us, the Members of the Committee of the County of
Ulster, by Henry Wtsner, Junior, Esq., and Major ft'foses
Phillips, both of the said County, for our recommendation
of them as proper persons to build and carry on one of the
Powder-MiUsordereg by said resolutions, we, therefore, do
humbly recommen,d the said. ReT{ry Wi$ner, Jun., Esq., and
Major Phillips, in copartnership, as proper persons (having

the convenience of a good stream, &c.) to erect on-e of saitl
mills, and carryon the business of manufacturing Gunpow-
der, according to the direction of the Congress.

By order of the Committee, this 4th day of April, 1776.
JOHANNES HARDENBERGH, Chairman.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL THOMPSON.

Albany, April 4, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Since I wrote you this morning, I hav,,}
received advice from 'l'ryon County that some of the In-
dian tribes have unfriendly intentions towards us. This wiII
oblige me to call out a body of Minute-men; and as I am
altogether destitute of powder and ball, you will please to
forward a ton of the former with all possible despatch, and
as much of the latter as ean be spared.

Will you be so good as to request the New- York Con-
gress that the sailors may be sent up without delay.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient humble servant,
PHILIP SCHUYLER.

To General Thompson.

WILLIAI\I McDEmWTT TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETI".

April 4, 1776.

GENTJ.El\fEN: Not having had the honour of an answer
from you to a letter of the ~9th ultimo, which I took the
liberty of subscribing my name to, induces me to a second
application, which I flatter myself you will be kind enough
to admit before your respectable House.

I have been a prisoner under close confinement near five
weeks-for what, I am an utter stranger j therefore, shall
esteem it a favour if you will be kind enoucrh to order nIB
before you, as I am fully conscious of my in~ocence of any
charge against me, if any is laid before you.

.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, yoUl' most obedient
humble servant, W 1\ I DILLIAM if C ERMOTT.

To the New-York Committee of Safety.

J. WATERS, JUNIOR, TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULl,.

New-London, April I, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOURHONOUR: .We have just received
intelligence that twenty-one vessels were yesterday seen o:r
Newport, Rhode-Island; that several had come up. The
particulars your Honour will receive fi'om Colonel Saltorl-
stall. I have thought it my duty to ar;quaint you with th(~
state of the. fortresses: that upon Groton is carried up in
part, and shall be completed with all possible despatch;
that upon Shaw's Neck is not so far forward as I could
wish. I have improved every moment since your Honour'"
departure to get it forward, and shall, if possible, complete
a battery, which may contain a few cannon, (if we have
them,) this week.

I could most ardently wish, upon this pressing necessity,
to have more hands employed, whieh would much expedite
the work; but in this case your Honour will be pleased tC)
be mindful of working materials; and as they cannot be
immediately ready, will be pleased to direct how I shall ob-
tain them. You will be pleased to be explicit in any orders
you may send me. I shall endeavour punctually to obe)'"
them.

.

I am your Honour's most obedient humble servant,
JOSI. WATERS, JUN.

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, in Lebanon.

COLONEL SALTONSTALL TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-London, nine o'clock, A. M., April 1, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: This moment Mr. Adam Babcock came
in, (from Westerly this morning,) and advises that he there
saw an order issued by Colonel Noyes to the several Militia
Captains under his command, (dated twelve o'clock laf;t
night,) to march ir;nmediate1y to Newport, having receh'ed
an express from Colonel Henry Babcock, at J./ewport, da-
ted yesterday noon, advising that twenty-one ships had just
arrived there, but did not say from whence they came. Tbe
Colonel at Newport says the ships are in the offlng, and the
express adds that four of the ships were got abreast New-
port-some of the fleet standing in on the east side the
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Islan'd, the others directly for the harbour. This I thought
it my duty _ to advise your Honour of by express.

The two plans of fortification;; that I showed your Ho-
nour, I left undesigned upon your desk; not supposing they -

would be of Rny advantage to you, and as they perhaps may
be of some advantage here, I should be pleased to have
them again, when you please.

I intended to have made a few observations on the plan
for the Neck, viz: That to finish the work as it now stands,
and described by the picket line, as it is much more exten-
sive than the other, and the proposed One for ten heavy
cannon, (in each case,) will be much more expensive than
that proposed by the other plan-indeed, to remove the ma-
terials already used, to the other proposed work, will be fifty
per cent. less than to proceed as the works are now begun.
If the fort is to be enclosed, the first works will be vastly more
expensive than necessary. It was ever my opinion to have
the turret line east and west. Should, in future days, it be
thought necessary to make a regular fort, with bastions, I
conceive the corners of the plan are well calculated to be
made into bastions; and if the fort should be thought best
to be a square, it is only to extend the diameter north and
south, so as to be equal to the east and west diameter; and
if the barracks were sunk six feet under the ;;urface, (as in
the grand barracks,) the parapet would cover them from a
cannon-shot; and if the fort should be made square, it
would admit of a handsome parade between the barracks
and platform.

I am, your Honour's most obedient and humble servant,
G. SALTONSTALL.

To Governour Trumbull.

COLONEL SALTONSTALL TO GOVEnNOUR TnUMBULL.

New-London, April 4, 1776, eight o'clock, A. M.

HONOURABLESIR : Yesterday at six o'clock, P.M., Ca'p-
tain Henry Billings delivered me your Honour's orders of
the 2d instant, to detach one-third of the Third Regiment
in this Colony, to hold themselves in readiness for service at
a minute's warning, &c.; and the vote of the Governour
and Council of Safety, dated 1st instant, -directing me to
auO'ment the company under my command to ninety men,
to defend this and the neighbouring places from any inva-
sion by the fleet your Honour supposed, by the intelligence
received, were at Newport. The various accounts from
Newport, since Tuesday noon, made it probable the ac-
count of a fleet being arrived there was premature, and last
evening the post came in from thence and confirmed the
matter that no fleet had been there, as your Honour was
informed by express from Governour Cooke. The post
tells me two men made oath, before Colonel Babcock, they
saw a fleet, which I conclude was the foundation of Gover-
nour Cooke's. intelligence. Enclosed you have the New-
port p,aper, by which you will see that no ship but the
Nautzlus (of sixteen guns) had arrived there, and the ac-
counts of the fleet were only report.

Matters relative to said fleet being thus situated, thought
it my duty to send this express to your Honour for further
orders. As to detaching one-third the regiment, and aug-
menting the company to ninety, and as it would be attended
with no small expense to the Colony, and the occasion for
so doing arose from an erroneous information your Honour
and Council of Safety had received, shall therefore omit
issuing any orders in the premises, until the express return;;;
and if, in so doing, omit immediately executing your Ho-
nour's orders, hope for forgiveness, and that you will attri-
bute my conduct to a zeal for the Colony's interest, by
avoiding a considerable expense that would unavoidably
accme if the orders received from your Honour were in-
stantly executed.

The HQnourable Samuel Ward died at Philadelphia the
31st ultimo. My friend at Philadeo/!hia, the 28th ultimo,
writes, "our fleet is at &uth-Carohna." I heartily con-
gratulate your Honour on the sucCess of the American
Troops to the southward against Regulators and Tories.
General Heath. with the troops, arrived at New- YQrk Sa-
turday afternoon.

I am, with the greatest esteem, your Honour's fiost obe-
dient and !;tumble servant, G. SALTONSTALL.

To Govemour Trumbul[.

GOVEnNOUR TnUMBULL TO COLONEL SALTON5':rALL.

I.ebanon, April 4,1776, two o'clock, P. M.

SIR: I have your favour of this morning before me.
Your company to be augmented to ninety men was in-
tended had no misinfonnation been received. The addition
of one company from your regiment, and another from Co-
lonel Coit, for the service at Mamacock and Winthrop's
Point, will not forward those works with more expedition
than is desirable. The failure of the plan for Minute-men
renders the detachment now ordered necessary for the secu-
rity of the harbour and defence of the town of New-Lon-
don. I have not authority to counteract the order of the
Governour and Council, and think it best not to call them
together on the occasion; although I approve of your zeal
for the Colony's interest, and of your useful hints for avoid- ,
ing expenses. You will please to go on to execute the
orders you have received. How soon the enemy may
enter the harbour, make the attack, and attempt to land, or
burn the town, is uncertain. Readiness to receive them is
the best preventive remedy. I hope the works will be for-
warded with prudence, diligence, and attention, and that
we shall obtain a loan of cannon fi'om New- York to be
planted in them. I have desired Governour Griswold to
come through ~Vew-London on Monday next, that he may
be able to infonn of every circumstance needful to be at-
tended to. The Council" meet next Tw;sday. I received
from Governour Cooke a letter of the 2d instant, at evening,
informing of the mistake concerning the fleet. I have
nothing material that is new. I have enclosed the two
maps you left on my table.

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your most obedient
humble servant,

J
.

TONATHAN JUJMBULL.
To Colonel Saltonstall.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 15. Referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrison, Mr. S. AdQ.ms.]

Cambridge, April 4, 1776.

SIR: I was honoured with your favours of the 21st and
25th ultimo, on the 2d instant, the former by Mr. Hanson,
and the latter by Fessenden.

I heartily wish the money had arrived sooner, that the.
Militia might have been paid as soon as their time of ser-
vice expired. The disappointmenthas given them great -

uneasiness, and they are gone home much dissatisfied. Nor
have I been without severe complaints from the other troops
on the same account. When I get to New- York, I hope
a sufficient sum will be there ready to pay every claim.

It is not in my power to make a report of the deficiency
of arms in compliance with the direction of Congress at this
time, as some of the regiments are at, and most of the others
on their march to, New- York; nor do I knowthat it would
answer any good purpose if it were, having made repeated
applications to the several Assemblies and Conventions upon
the subject, and constantly received for answer that they
would afford us relief. '

When I arrive at 1Vew-York, I shall, in. pursuance of the
order of Congress, detach four battalions to Canada, if the
situation of affairs will admit of it, and shall be extremely
happy if they and the troops already there can effect the
important end of their going.

In my letter of the 1st instant, per post, I enclosed you
a copy of a letter from Governour Cooke, advising me of
the arrival of a ship-of-war, &c., at and near the harbour of
Newport. I have now the pleasure to inform you that the
report was entirely premature, and without any foundation.
You have a copy of his letter of the 1st instant to this effect.
I wish the alarm had never been given. It occasioned Ge-
neral Sullivan and his brigade to make an unnecessary and
inconvenient diversion from their route.

-
.

-

Enclosed is a copy of an account presented. by the ho-
nourable General Court, of powder furnished th~ Continental
Army by this Colony. From the account, it appears that
part of it was supplied before the Army was under my com-
mand, and therefore I know nothing of it, but have not
the smallest doubt of the justice of the charge. I shall leave
about two hundred barrels of this articlewith Major-General
Ward, out of which Congress will direct him to'make a re-
turn, if they think proper, and also repayment of what may
have been furnished by the other Governm.ents.

..
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A proclamation of General Howe, issued a few days be-
fore his departure fi'Qm town, having f.'lllm into 'my hands,
I have enclosed you a copy, which probably has been the
occasion of large quantities of goods being carried away; and
the removal of many persons, which otherwise would not
have happened.

Colonel Warren, Paymaster-General, finding the Army
likely to be removed from hence, informed me the other
day, that the situation of his affairs and enrrarrements in the
business of the Colony are such as to preve~t"him from per-
sonally attending the Army, and offi~red, in case it should be
required, to resign. This was rather embarrassinrr. To me
it appears indispensably necessary that the Pay~aster-Ge-
neral, with his books, should be at or near Head-Quarters.

. Indeed, it is usual for the head of every department in the
Army, however dispersed that Army may be, to be with
the Commanding-General, keeping deputies in the smaller
departments. On the other hand, Colonel 1farren's merit
arid attaehment to the cause are sueb, that I eould do nothinO'
less than desire (as some money must be left for the pay
and contingent charges of the Army which will remain here)
he would wait here till Congress shall be pleased to give
their sentiments upon the matter, sendincr, in tbe mean time,. I °some person In w 10m he could confide with the money, (but
little of which there will be to carry, though great the de-
mands, as nine of the re/:,rlments which have marched to
New- York have only received five hundred pounds each,
towards their pay for the months of February and March,
and six others not one farthing.) I hope, therefore, this
matter will be considered by Congress, and the result trans-
mitted me as soon as done.

I would also mention to Conrrress that the Mi]itia Rerri-
ments, which were last called upon, in making up their :b-
stmcts, charged pay-the officers from the time they received
orders to raise companies, and the privates from the time they
respectively engaged to come, or were called upon; thoucrh
they did not march for a considerable time after, some nOot
within three, «mr, to twenty days; and during all which they
reI?ained at. home about their own private affairs, without
dOIng anythmg else than preparing for the march, as they
say by way of plea. This appeared to me so exceedingly
unreasonable, and so contrary to justice, that the publick
should pay for a longer time than from the day of their
march to that of their return, that I ordered thc abstraets to
be made out accordingly, and refused to gi\re warrants on
any other terms. They say that the in]isting orders which
we?t out from their Governments, give them the pay they
claim. The fact may be that something in these may seem
to authorize it. But I must submit it to Conrrress and wish
for their decision whether the Continent rnustpay'it.

I am, with great esteem, sir, your most humble servant,
GEORGE W ASHl~GTO~.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

P. S. I shall set off to-day. G.W.

. Providence, Aprit 1, 1776.

SIR: I yesterday wrote your Excellency that I had in-
formation, by express, from Newport, that a large part of the
Ministerial F]eet and Army were near that harhour. Since
which, by the intelligence I have further received, I am in-
clined to believe that the F]eet was not seen as was report-
ed. The alarm was given upon the following occasion:
Three of the soldiers being upon a rising g!'Ound, near the
town, were positive they saw a fleet within Seconet Point,
and counted distinctly twenty-one sail. Immediately upon
this, the Sheriff of the County of Newport despatched an
express with the information. One of the Ensigns also says
that three large ships were seen off the Light-House from
Conanicut yesterday, at eleven o'clock, A. M. After hav-
ing taken all the measures that appeared necessary to col-
lect a sufficient force to oppose the enemy, I sent a person
in whom I could confide to Newport, who has just returned,
,and informs me that it seems to be the general opinion that
-no fleet was descried, but that the persons were deceived by
tue weather, which was very thick and foggy, and has so
continued ever since. I think it my duty to acquaint your
Excellency of this by my son, who goes express; and am,
with great esteemaIld respect, sir, your Excellency's most
o'bedien.t .and mQst humble servaIlt,

NICHOLAS COOKE.

'To His Excellency Genera] Washington.

GENERAL OJIDERS.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, April 2, 1776.
(Parole, Hartford.) (Countersign, Ki1l.g8bn'dge)

General TYard to send a Regiment to-morrow momin<1.,
at ten o'clock, out of Boston, to relieve Colonel I-,arnei~,
Regiment upon Dorcllester-lleights. Colonel Larned'j:
Regiment to prepare to march on Thursday morning.

Head-Quarters, Cambridge, A pril3, 1776.
(Parr,le,Li"erpool.) (Coul1lersign, Exeter.)

The Brigade under the command of Brigadier-Genera]
Spencer to march to-morrow morning at sunrise. Car..
riages will be provided this afternoon by the Assistant Qual'''
termaster-General; and the Adjutant-Genera] will send the
marching orders to the Colonels commanding Divisions.

General Spencer will receive his orders this afternoon at
five o'clock, at Head-Quarters.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO RICHARD HENRY LEE.

Cambridge, April 4,1776.

DEAR SIl~: Your favour of the 26th ultimo came to my
hands .]ast. mght, by the post; but as I am upon the poine
of settmg out for New- York, (by the way of Providenc/:
and .Norw~ch,) I can do little more than acknowledge the
receIpt of It, and thank you for the proceedinrrs and ordi..
nances of the Virginia Convention, which ca~e safely to
hand.

.At present t.he Jakes are in an. impassable state, neither
beIng clear of Ice, nor covered wIth such as will admit of
transportation.; at present, also, our t!'Oops are at different
stages, on theIr march fi'om hence to 1'{ew- York' nor is it
possible for me, till I get there, (as the ConQTess' have an..
nexed conditions to my sending the four batt:lions to Cana..
da,) to tell whether they can be spared or not, as I am
unacquainted with the nun.lber of men or strength of the
works at that place. No tIme shall be lost in forwardincc
three battalions, if there is a possihility of doinrr it wid;
safety, ~s no person can be more sensible of the il~portance
of securIng Canada than I am. A letter of the 27th ultimo
from Genera] Schuyler, informs me that there are man):
men now stopped at Albany on account of the state the ice
is in on the lakes.

I thank you for your friendly conrrratu]ations on the
retr~at of t~e .King's TrO?ps from Bo~on. It was really

~ flIght. 1 hCIr embarcat!?n was so precipitate, their load..
mg so confused, (after ~akmg greater havock of the King's
stores than Dunbar dId upon Braddock's defeat which
made .so much noise,) that it took them eleven 'days to
fit their transports, adjust the loads of them, and take in
water from the Is]ands in Nan~asket Road, after they had
fallen down there. The coa~t IS now clear of them, excepn
the Renown, (a fifty-gun ship,) and one or two frigates
which remain here for the protection of such transports af;
shall be bound to this port.

I pray you to make my best wishes acceptable to the
good Doctor, his lady, and family, &c.; and believe me to
be, as I really am, dear sir, your affectionate and obedienl;
humble servant, G -

. ,uEORGE 'f ASHINGTON.
To Richard Henry Lee.

GE~ERAL CHARLES LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Williamsburgh, April 5, 1176.
My DEAR GENERAL: I most sincerely con£rratu]ateyou

I congratulate .the pubEck, on the great and glorious even{
?f your posseSSIon of l!0ston. It will be a most bright page
In the annals of Amerzca, and a most abominable black one
in those of the B~ldam Britain. Go on, my dear Genera],
crown yourself wIth glory, and establish the liberties and!
lustre of 'your country on a foundation more permanent than
the Ca~Ito] Rock. My situation is just as I expected. I
am afraId ~hat I shan make a sha?by figure,. without any
rea] demE'fitS of my own. I am hke a dog III a dancinO'o
s~hoo]-I k?ow not where to turn myse~f, where to fix myo.
self. ~he CIrcumstances 0.£the country, Intersected by navi-.
gable fivers; the uneertamty of the enemy's desi<!lls and'
m?tions,. who can fir in an instant to any spot the~ ChOSE:
Wlt~ their can,:ass W1!lg.s,tI~row m~, or would have thrown
JulutS Casar, IUtOthis meYltable dIlemma. I may possibly



793 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., APRIL, 1776. 794

be in the North, when (as Richard says) I should serve my
Sovereign in the West. I can only act from surmise, and
have a very good chance of surmising wrong. I am sorry
to grate your ears with a tmth, but must at all events assure
you, that the Provincial Congress of New. York are angels
of decision when compared with your countrymen-the
Committee of Safety assembled at Williamsburgh. Page,
Lee, ~lercer, and Payne, are, indeed, exceptions; but from
Pendleton, Bland, the Treasurer, & Co., libera nos Domine.

I shall not trouble you with a detail of the Army, ord-
nance, and stores, but compendiously say, that the regiments
in general are very complete in numbers, the men (those
that I have seen) fine; but a most, horrid deficiency of
arms-no intrenching tools, no guns (although the Province
is pretty well stocked) meet for service. Had I only eight
eighteen-pounders I would immediately, at all events, take
post on Craney-Island, by which measure I should drive
out the enemy, and exclude them from the finest and most
advantageous port in America. I have ordered, with this
view, the artificers to work night and day. If I sncceed, I
shall come in for a sprig of laurel. This essential measure
might have been effected long ago, but for the same apathy
and oblique squinting towards what the milk-and-water
people call Reconciliation.

The prodigiously flattering prospect opened by the appoint-
ment of Commissioners were strong arguments against the
expense of gun-carriages and intrenching tools. But this is
not all; they have distributed their troops in so ingenious
a manner as to render every active offensive operation im-
possible; an equal number of their batta]ions are stationed
on the different necks. They say, very acutely, that as the
expense is equal, the security ought to be equal. I cannot
help persuading myself that their object will be to take pos-
session of Williamsburgh; not only from its temptingly ad-
vantageous situation--commanding, in a great measure, two
fine rivers, and a country abundant in all the necessaries for
an army-but the possession of the Capital would give an
air of dignity and decided superiority to their arms, which,
in this slave country, where dominion is founded on opinion,
is a circumstance of the utmost importance. Perhaps I
may be mistaken; but the surmise is not irrational. I have
called three regiments down the country.

You will excuse, my dear General, the blots and scratches
of this letter, for the post is just going out; by the next I
will inform you of the steps we have taken for the security
of this place. I have been desired to recommend Colonel
6'rayson, as a man of extraordinary merit. He sets out soon
to make application to the Congress for an establishment.
If we have, as we must, a Continental Hospital iI1.the South-
ern Department, Dr. ~IcG1urg, I suppose, wil] be the man to
direct it. I need not mention his qualifications, thq are so
well known. I beg you will make somebody write to me
from time to time; indeed, I think I may modestly insist on
.Mr. Palfrey's pen being employed often in this service.
Adieu, dear General. Yours most respectfully and sin-
cerely, CHARLES LEE.

To General Washington.

GENERAL CHARLES LEE TO RICHARD HENRY LEE.

Williamsburgh, April 5, 1776.

:My DEARFRIEND: I congratulate the publick and you,
one of her best members, on the latc glorious event-the
flight of the tyrant cut-throats from Boston; although I
do not know whether it is a matter of congratulation, for it
appears to me that, as our affairs grow more prosperous, the
namby-pambys of the Senatorial part of the Continent
(great and small) grow more timid and hysterical. I am
sorry to say it, but your Committee of Safety seem to be
as desperately and incurably infected with this epidemical
malady as the Provincial Congress of .Maryland, or the quon-
dam Assembly of Pennsylvania. Your brother, .Mr.Page,
Payne, and, I believe, JYIercer,are indeed "exceptions. If
you could be spared from the Congress, your presence
might inspire vigour and wisdom. Their economy is of a
piece with their wisdom and valour; to save money, we
have no carriages to our guns; to save money, we have no
blankets for our men, who are, from want of this essential,
dying by dozens at Suffolk. Had I gun-carriages, I could
flatter myself with almost a certainty of driving the pirates,
and shutting them out forever from the harbour of Norfolk.

I have, however, ordered them to be made with all possible
expedition, and then shall attempt this capital stroke. My
command (from the circumstances of the country being in-
tersected by navigable waters, and the enemy being sup-
plied with canvass to fly to any spot they choose) is dis-
agreeable. I may make a very shabby figure, without any
real demerits of my own. I know not where to turn, or
where to fix myself. I may, as Richard the Third says,
be in the .West, when I should serve my Sovereign in the
North. I can only act from surmises, and I may surmise
wrong; but I must venture, and take my measures accord-
ingly. I am apt to think that William$burgh and York
will be their object; the possession of the first is not only
most temptingly advantageous from its command of the two
rivers and a most abundant country, but its being a Capital, ,
the possession would give an air of dignity and decided su-
periority to their arms, which, in a slave country, is of the
utmost importance. Your dominion over the blacks is
fcJUndedon opinion; if this opinion falls, your authority is
lost. On this principle I am drawing down some batta-
lions, and shall, when I can provide intrenching tools, work
for the security of these places.

For God's sake, why do YOIldandle in the Congress so
strangely? Why do you not at once declare yourselves a
separate independent State? I am much obliged to you
for keeping my letter in your hands, and am happy that
the stigma was not levelled at me. Appropos, will you
move, as my command is separate, and scarce]y any let-
ters are" addressed to me (even those not written by the
members of the Congress) which do not relate to publick
business, that, whilst I continue in this separate command,
they shall be frank, for the expense is very considerable.
I wish you would cuff Dr. Rush for not writing. I expect
and insist upon it.

A Colonel Grayson (with whom, I suppose, you are ac-
quainted) will be soon with the Congress, to make appli-
cation for some military establishment. I am desired to
recommend him as a man of extraordinary merit. We
must have a Continental Hospital in the Southern Depart-
ment; Dr. McClurg is, I am told, very well qualified to be
at the head of it. My little German Engineer is (as the
Ncw-Englanders say) a nice man; but I wish I knew what
pay and rank you intend him; I have hitherto supported
him myself, but shall send in a bill for his nourishment.
Adieu, my dear Senator.

Yours, and your brother's, most affectinately,
CHARLESLEE.

To the Honourable Richard Henry Lce.

TO THE PRESID£!'."'T OF CONGRESS.

St. Eustatia, April 5, 1776.

J\;lR. PRESIDENT: I ought to make an apology for the
liberty I take in addressing you; but I have no occasion for
any other than the sincerity of my intention. By you, sir, I
mean to address the Congress, in order to inform them that,
about two months ago, I was at Paris, and that the com-
mon conversation there was on the subject of Am~rican
aftairs.

It is believed that you will apply to the Court of France
for their assistance, by which applieations the English Mi-
nister would learn your designs. For this purpose he has
attached to his interests a good many French at Paris, who
are pretended friends of America, and who speak loudly of
the justice of your cause, and wish it well. The English
Minister hopes that you will apply to these men to transact
your affairs, and, of consequence, that they will fall into bad
hands.

Perhaps you wiJl ask how I came by this knowledge. I
cannot well inform you of this to the bottom; all that I
would say to you is, that, as I have had conv~rsation with
them, I have sounded them on the subject, and am sure
that what I have said is true. But, sir, I know what will
accomplish your ends-that Americans only be employed
with the management of your affairs; men faithful, honest,
and intelligent, and who can speak }rench; for Gallick faith
is at present almost as proverbial as Punick faith used to be.

I have nothing further to say at present. I am a friend
to the callse of America; and am, with great sincerity, Mr.
President, your very humble and obedient servant,

LE F.
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SAMUEL PVRVIANCE TO CAPTAIN PHILLIPS.

Baltim!lre, April 5, 1776.

Sm: You will please to purchase whatever turpentine
(llay he necessary for the use of the gun-c.arriages n(;w pr~-
paring; and in case any person who has It refuses to sell It
to' you, you must take it, and the price thereo~ shall be
allowed by the Committee for the use of the pubhck.

SAJ\IUEL PURVIANCE, JUN., Chairman.

To Captain James Phillips.

~ARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAINS KENT AND
HENRY.

[N!I.I07.] Annapolis, April 5, 1776.

G}~NTLEMEN : Your Minute Companies are to be paid off
agreeable to the enclosed list. Weare, &c.

To Captains Kent and Henry.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO WILLIAM HINDMAN.

[N!I. 108.] Annapolis, April 5, 1776.

SIR: We request you will keep the enclosed letter until
Captains Kent and Henry apply or send for it. Weare, &c.
To William Hindman, Esq.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN CON-
GRESS.

[No. 109.] Annapolis,April 5, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: We have your favours of the '26th of

it/arch, and the 2d of this month, and are pleased with
the assurances Messrs. Willing Sf Morris give us, that we
may shortly expect the powder tl).ey agreed to supply us
with. Those gentlemen should recollect that our money
was ad vanced in confidence that their contract. would long
ago have been fully complied with. We shall be much
obliged if you will let us know the exact number of the
chests of arms that were sent us by them. As we are not
in immediate want, we would not have you borrow the ton
of powder YOIl mention of the Congress; but as we fear
we shall be in great want of duck for our tents, could the
Congress spare us any of the light kind, and fit for making
tents, we would willingly take it in exchange ,for part of
that belonging to us, which you disposed of to them. Mr.
Duvall has appointed Mr. Gerrard Hopkins, of Baltirrwre
town, to act as his deputy, who will take care of whatever
is sent to that place for the use of the publick.

We shall communicate to tbe gentlemen of the Conven-
tion, when they meet, your sentiments on the expediency of
an adjournment; and shall have the affidavits made out you
desire for ascertaining the time Hudson's ship was in posses-
sion of the tenders. She left Patapsco River ten or twelve
days ago, and, as we have heard nothing of her since, hope
she is out of the bay by this time. Weare, &c.

To the Deputies of ~Maryland, in Congress.

P. S. Saturday morning, April6.-We are sorry to in-
form you that we have this instant received intelligence
that Hudson's ship was taken last Wednesday morning, by
two tenders belonging to the Otter. \Ve are apprehensive
that we have likewise lost one of our Provincial vessels.

HENRY FISHER TO PENNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Lewest!lwn, April 5, 1776.

G~:NTL_EMEN:Last night, at ten o'clock, I received your
letter, dated April 3, per express, with a letter from Cap-
tain Faulkner, with a signal for Captain Barry, which I
shall take great care shall be answered. We have had a
guard of thirty men at the Light-House, to protect the sig-
nal. Captain Watkins has been sent on shore this morning
in a small boat, with four other men, by whom I learn that
they have got a pilot (James Jones

.

;) and, from all that I can
collect, as soon as their fleet arrives, they design up your
river. We have this morning sent off Lieutenant Ball to
.Dover; ;;IndI desire that you would send down for him, and
have him secured, as he is very active on board, and, being
here so long, he has got more intelligence than I could wish.
The ship is now coming to sail, ana, fi'om all appearances, is
going out on a cruise, as she has done several times. Pray
send me some powder for sIgnal guns, at die false Cape, to

alarm your vessels standing in, as we keep up a guard .thero
night and day, of twenty-four men, some of whom are pIlots"

. I am, with due respect, your humble servant,
HENRY FISHER.

To the Committee of Safety, at Philadelphia.

CAPTAIN BRICE (A PRISONER) TQ THE CONTINEN'J'AL CO~'-

GRESS.

New-Brumwick, New-Jersey, April 5, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The following is a state of my case and
situation, which I beg leave to lay before you. At the giving
up of Fort Chambly, (and some time before it,) I was in
such bad health, which rendered me incapable of crossing
the lake; on my disorder continuing, I applied to Genernl
Montgomery for leave to winter in Canada, which he rea-
dily complied with. I fixed on Montreal, being a place most
likely to get advice. I remained the winter, until the 7th
of last month, when an the prisoners were ordered off. At
my arrival at Albany, I applied to General Schuyler for
leave to go to Philadelphia; he told me, on my coming to
Brunswick the Committee there would let me and every
officer go to whatever place we chose. On my acquainting
the Committee with what the General said, their arrsWer
was, that they had no such authority from Congress, under
whom they were to act; the consequence of which is, I am
here stopped until the pleasure of the Congress is known.
Therefore, beg leave to assure you, it is from no other motive
whatever my requesting your leave to go to Philadelphia,
but entirely for the advice of an able physician, as my com-
plaints still remain with me. Having had so great an accOUnt
from Colonel Zcdtwitz, of Doctor Kuhn's knowledge, I
humbly beg leave to solicit your permission in letting me
go to Philadelphia. If I am so happy as to obtain it, after
getting the Doctor's advice and instruction, and you think it
necessary to move me, I shall cheerfully submit.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and most humble servant,

ARTHVR HILL BRICE,
Captain of Seventh Reg't Foot, or Royal Fusileers.

To the Honourable the Continental Congress.

GENERAL ORDERS.

. Head-Quarters, New-Y!lrk, April 5, 1776.

The Soldiers are strictly enjoined to retire to their Bar-
racks and Quarters at tattoo beating, and remain there until
the reveille is beat.

Necessity obliges the General to desire the inhabitants of
the city to bbserve the same rule, as no person will be per-
mitted to pass any sentry after this night, without the coun-
tersign. The inhabitants, where business requires it, may
kno.w the countersign, by applying to any of the Brigade
~IaJors.

Head-Quarters, New-York, April 8, 1776.

The General informs the inhabitants, that it is become
absolutely necessary that all communication between the
Ministerial fleet and shore should immediately be stopped;
for that purpose has given positive orders the ships should
no longer be furnished with provisions. Any inhabitant or
others, who shall be taken, that have been on board (after
the publishing of this order) or near any of the ships, or
going on board, will be considered as enemies, and treated
accordingly.

All boats are to sail from Beekman's Slip. Captain
James Alner is appointed Inspector, and will give permirs
for oystermen. It is expected, and ordered that none at-
tempt going without a pass.

ISRAEL PUTNAM,

Major-General in the Continental Army, and Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Forces in New-York.

JEREmAH CLARK TO NEW-YORK CmfMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Orange Counly, April 5, 1776.

l\b. CHAIRMAN,Sm: By cortain gentlemen that lately
left New-York, I am informed that ibe four battali.ons to be
raised for the defence of this Colony, are not yet full; and
although the COllntiesof Ulster and Orange have raised their
full allotment of men, yet there seem to be numbers that are
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willing to inlist in the service, if there were proper officers
appointed. Lieutenant William Roe, of this County, (a man
of a good character,) has signified hiswillingness to serve as
Captain, if he could be favoured with a warrant for inlisting
men. I do not think there is any reason to doubt of his
military abilities; and if there should yet be a vacancy, 1
suppose he would raise a company as soon as any man
withill the compass of my acquaintance. Your prudence
will direct.

I am; sir, in haste, your most humble servant,
JEREMIAH CLARK.

To the New- York Committee of Safety.
P. S. The bearer hereof, David Mandevilk, Jun., he has

proposed for his First Lieutenant-a young man of a good
character in Ulster County.

MR. CHAIRMAN,SIR: The gentlemen abovementioned
are men of undoubted character, by information; from, sir,
your bllmble servant, ELIHU M.-I.RVIN.

RETURN OF THE FIRST REGIMENT IN SUFFOLK COUNTY,

(NEW-YORK,) APRIL 5, 1776.

Field and Staff Officers: William FltJyd, Colonel; Gil-
bert Potter, Lieutenant-Colonel; Jeffrey Smith and Jesse
Brush :Majors; Phillips Rod, Adjutant; John Rod, Quar-
termaster.

"
Whose time is expired, and now returned to the Militia,

Total 1030, including Field and Staff Officers.
The Minutemen, and those inlisted, and to be inlisted into

the Continental service, to be taken from the above.
The Regiment is about two-thirds furnished with bayo-

nets, and the others are getting them as fast as they can have
them made. They are furnished with half a pound of pow-
der, and two pounds of ball, per man; and a magazine in
the Regim~\lt is to fumish them with about as much more
when it shall be wanted. They are pretty industrious in
fixingtheir accoutrements, and I hope in a short time they
will Be tolerably well prepared.

W FILLIAM LOYD.
To the Honourable Provincial Congress, or Committee of

Safety, of New-York.

~o1;TNCIL OF MASSACHUSETTS TO HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-

TIVES.

Council-Chamber, April 5, 1776.

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives:
As a considerable number of our enemy's ships continue

to parade in Boston Harbour and the Bay, so as to obstruct
all such assistance in wood, fish, and other provisions, &c., as
the inhabitants of the Town of Boston might otherwise re-
ceive by water; and which also prevents such a survey
of said harbour as the Court intended, previous to their
taking any determinate measures to their erecting the most
effectual fortifications for its defence; it is therefore earnestly
recommended to your immediate consideration, whether one
thousand men might not be employed to the best advantage,

. grounded on t~e partial survey already made, by taking post
at the same Instant at Long-Island, Pettick's Island, and
N(1ntasket; they being furnished with suitable cannon, am-
IDPnition, tents, or balTacks, provisions, ~ boats, &c.; such
m~n (if not to be spared from the Continental Troops now

under the direction of the Coart) to be raised and iinbodied
immediately, upon the same pay with those raised for the
defence of the sea-coasts, with such further encouragement
as may be thought proper for every armed vessel of our
enemy taken or destroyed by them. .

In the name, and by order of the Council:
JAMESOTIS, President.

TO THE INHABITANTS 01' VIRGINIA.

Williamsburgh, April 6, 1776.

My COUNTRnrF.N:Since our enemies talk of offering to
us terms of accommodation, and propose, as a foundation fat
treaty, the good favour shown to their own officers and sol-
diers in Boston and its environs, in granting them liberty to
eat potatoes and fish, I said it would be but fair to state ou.r
demands on the opposite ,column. Before our dissensions
were carried to such a height, and our injuries multiplied to
such an enormous degree, for the sake of peace, and to get
as well rid as we could of their insolence, we only required
them to repeal aU the acts they had thought proper to add
to the Constitution since the year 1763. But can any
American, with patience, think of suffering them to commit
what ravages they please; and, when they feel their power
too weak to accomplish aU their iniquitous projects, then to
make up the difference upon their own terms? Can we
condescend to accept of a peace, that, however proper it
might have been a few years ago, in our present circum-
stances can have no colour of equity? ReA.eet what an
enormous expense the Colonies have incurred, how many
losses they have sustained by this dispute, that, in all reason,
ought to be defrayed by the aggressors against the publick
peace, who have committed the depredations, and occa-
sioned the expense. I am too remote from the centre o(
intelligence to be able to make an exac~ estimate of the in-
juries we have suffered during this war. 1 shall enUmerate
some of the capital articles, such as have come under every
man's observation; and that, when collected and arranged
together, will amount to a sum which will, perhaps, surprise
common newspaper readers, who have never taken the
trouble of computing it. To begin with the largest sum:
I think they are very justly chargeable with the loss of our
trade, and of all the profits that annually accrued from it..
These, if I mistake not, have been generally estimated at a
round slim of four millions per annum-a loss which we in
this Colony most sensibly feel, in the almost total want of
cash; our staple becomes a useless lumber; all our other
merchantable commodities reduced to half price; and thrce
hundred and fifty thousand slaves rendered incapable of
doing us any essential service.

Our next considerable loss is the destruction of the towns
of Boston and Charlestown, and their neighbourhood, which,
with the other losses of the inhabitants, we may fairly com-
pute at one million and fifty thousand pounds. To reduce
these to particulars, the burning of about one thousand houses,
valued very moderately, is one hundred and fifty thousand
pounds; and for the defacing of the rest, and destruction
of merchandise, &c., we may reckon double that sum; and
the expense of thirty thousand inhabitants driven from their
habitations, to subsist as they can in the country; because it
makes no difference in the publick loss whether they sup-
port themselves out of their own private fortunes, or are
provided ~r by common charity; these, I say, we cannot
rate at less, upon an average, than twenty pounds per man,
annual]y, which makes a charge of six hundred thousand
pounds; and the whole amount is one million and fiftythou-
sand pounds, as above. But, to put off all objection, let
us rate it at a million, which will be due to us at the begin-
ning of May instant.

Next to "tbis we may place the burning of Norfolk and
some small towns in New-England. The damage may be
estimated at fourhundred tbousand pounds; and other inci-
dental charges for piracies, robberies, and sheep-stealing,
(which, by-the-by, would have been reckoned felony in
England,) at fiftythousand. ,

"

Add to t11esethe expenses of the war, which I know no'
better way of estimating than from the bins of credit that
have been emitted for the supporting of it; and which, in
OLIrpresentcifGurnstances, must unavoidably be so much
publick loss, when this money comes to be .redeem,ed. Tbis.
sum is pretty easily come at. The Congress have issued
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three millions of dollars; the Convention of this Colony
three hundred and fifty thousand pounds; and all the other
Colonies together, at least one million and fifty thousand
pounds. To bring these different estimates together into
one sum:.

For the loss of trade,
Destruction of Boston, Charlestown, &c.,
Burning Norfolk, &c., -
Incidental charges, by theft, &c., -
Continental bills of credit, nearly -
Virginia do.,
The other Colonies do.,

- £4,000,000
1,000,000

400,000
50,000

1,000,000
350,000

1,050,000

£ 7 ,850,000
Almost eight millions of pounds, or considerably above
twenty millions of dollars, Continental cun"ency. And in
this reckoning I have not mentioned the whole estates of the
proprietors of Boston and other towns, that will, probably,
be forever lost to their right owners; nor the expenses at-
tending the removal of the inhabitants of this and other
Colonies near the sea-coasts and harbours into the remoter
parts of the country; and all the other computations are
made with the greatest moderation-lower by far than our
real loss : so that the whole may be reckoned at twenty-four
millions of dollars, the best common standard of reckoning
for the whole Continent. What a prodigious sum for the
United States of America to give up for the sake of a peace,
that, very probably, itself would be one of the greatest mis-
fortunes! For the Government of Britain, ashamed to be
baffled in their favourite project, would, doubtless, employ
all the wicked arts of policy, of bribery, corruption, places,
and pensions, in which they are well skilled-unhappy arts
that have already brought that nation to the brink of ruin-
that they might steal from us, too, what they were unable
to Wl'est by open violence. Who, with the spirit of a man,
that is able to level a gun, will submit to such a m0l1ifying
degradation, and to a loss of a very large proportion of all
the property in the country ?

The state of the controversy is very different now from
what it was a few years ago, before we had taken arms in
our own defence, and before the whole COl1rseof Government
was removed out of its uSl1al channel. And measures that
might have been wise and prudent then, would now carry
on their face the most glaring impropriety. I trust in God,
that the guardians of the publick interests of the Continent
will have wisdom and integrity enol1gh not to betray us.
Bl1t, relying on their virtl1e as much as it deserves, it will
be a usefl11expedient to keep alive the flame of liberty and
publick spirit among the people at large, never to neglect
the exercise of the undoubted prerogative of freemen to in-
struct their Representatives; and every wise and honest man
among them will take a pleasure in hearing the opinion and
advice of his countrymen. It will give them confidence and
alacrity in planning wise and decisive measures, when they
know they are also the voice of the publick, and when they
hear you engaging to support them, in the execution of them,
with your lives and fortunes. Instruct your Representa-
tives, therefore, to agree to no peace, or even truce, with
Great Britain, without an entire reimbursement of all losses,
and the absolute and unconditional repeal of all the ~cts of
the British Parliament injurious to the legislation or com-
merce of America, as well before as since the year 1763 ;
or, if their poverty or their pride will not comply with the
first of these conditions, till they acknowledge us to be a
free and independent Republick. Many to whom this lan-
guage is new, may, at first, be startled at the name of an
independent Republick, and be ready to represent to them-
selves that the expenses of maintaining a long and impor-
tant war will exceed the disad vantages of submitting to some
partial and mutilated accommodation. BUt let these per-
sons point out to you any other alternative than indepen-
dence or submission. For it is impossible for us to make
any other concessions without yielding to the whole of their
demands. We have not armed from one end of the Conti.
nent to the other, and expended so many millions, merely to
drown a chest of tea, but to oppose the dangerous authority
the English House of Representatives has usurped, pretend-
ing a right to bind us in all cases whatever; which, if we
admit, either in whole or in part, immediately draws after it
an endless train of miseries. Shall we, then, after re]ucta-
ting so effectually against this yoke of oppression, be con.

tented now, almost in the midst of our success, to receive ic
entire on our necks, rather than separate from a country 1tO
which we have so long been supposed to be in a state of
subjection, when we ought only to have been considered Jill
a state of alliance? For this must be the necessary effect
of an accommodation on any other principles than those I
have laid down. Their proposition is so invidious that every
sing1e part involves in it every other. And if we think ItO
swallow any of them with safety, we shall only be und~)-
ceived by being fairly and effectually choked by the whole
group. Where is the wisdom of this squeamishness about
independence pretended by the Assembly of Pennsylvania,
or by any other Assembly or Convention on the Continent?
There appears to be moderation in it, indeed; but it is the
moderation of a Spaniel dog, that grows more tame in pro-
portion to the ill usage he receives. And for the expenses
we are likely to incur by the war, what proportion will they
bear to the enormous sums that will be necessary to gratify
half a million of starving villains, who cannot be provided with
pensions enough in England, &otland, and Ireland, to glut
their voracity? 'Vhat proportion will they bear to the enor-
mous sums that will be expended to enable some of the
meanest wretches of the species among oursel ves, to roll in
state over all the cultivated lands in the country; to impose
new quit-rents; to ransack land. offices; to annul patents
and grants of lands; to apply immense quantities to their
own use; and to exact exorbitant fees for permitting the
proper owners to enjoy the rest? What if we should be
obliged to encumber ourselves with double the load of our
present expenses? A few years of free and universal trade
would enable us to redeem it all; as well as the losses we
have sustained, or are likely to sustain by their piracies, rob-
beries, thefts, plunders, assassinations, or murders.

The proof of this shall be the subject of another paper,
A PLANTER.

GENERAL LEE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 18, 1776, and referred to Mr. Reed, Mr. Clinton, and Mr.
Braxton.]

William.burgh, April 6, 1776.

SIR: As the curtain is now, in a great measure, drawn up,
by the happy interception of the letters from the Secretary
of State to GovernourEden, which. will be transmitted to
the Congress by the Committee of Safety from this place,
you wiII perceive, sir, that we, of all Provinces, should not
be deficient in the important article of powder. I submit it,
therefore, to your prudence, whether it wiII not be necessary
immediately to add a few tons to our present stock. I find
myself a good deal distressed for artillerymen and officers.
I apprehend GenerallVashington could now, without incon-
venience, spare us a company from the main Army. The
Regiments are here complete in numbers, the men fine, and
the officers, by all I can learn, good, but horribly defieient
in arms, shoes, and blankets. The deficiency of arms, I
know, is general, therefore I shall not venture to apply f,>r
them; but if. blankets could possibly be procured, a muhi-
tude of lives would be saved, for the night dews in tbis
country are very destructive. The want of gun-carriages
prevents my taking a certain post, the possession of whieh
would be, in my opinion, worth a victory, in all its forms.
I have ordered the artificers to work night and day, and
hope it may not be too late. .When I have given the in-
structions, and taken the measures which I think necessary
for the security of this place and York, which, most pro-
bably, will be the enemy's object, I shall set out for North-
Carolina, which, we have reason to think, will be the first

scene of their diabolical operations. You will eXCUSI\
sir, the blots and shortness of this letter, as the expre,s
waits.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient,
humble servant,

C LHARLES EE.
To His Excellency John Hancock, Esq., President of the

Continental Congress.

GENERAL LEE TO SAMUEL PURVIANCE.

William.burgh, April 6, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I know not to whom I can address this mmt
important note with so much propriety and assurance of
success, as to yourself. The crisis wiII not admit of ceremony
and procrastination. I shall, therefore, irregularly addre:,s
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you in the hmguage, and with the spirit, of one bold, de-
termined, free citizen to another, and conjure you, as you
value the liberties and rights of the community of which you
are a member, not to lose a moment, and, in my name, (if my
name is of consequence enough,) to direct the commanding
officer of your troops at Annapolis immediately to seize the
person of Governour Eden. The sin and blame be on my
head. I will answer for all to the Congress. The justice
and necessity of the measure will be best eXplained by the
packet transmitted to you by the Committee of Safety from
this place.

God Almighty give us wisdom and vigour in this hour of
trial.

Adieu, dear sir. Yours, most sincerely,
CHARI.ES LEE.

To Samuel Purviance, Esq., Chairman of the Committee,
Baltimore.

GENERAL LEWIS TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 18,1776.]

WiHiamsburgh, April 6, 1776.

SIR: I with pleasure embrace this first opportunity that
has offered, of returning the honourable Continental Con-
gress my unff~igned thanks for the mark of distinction they
have conferred on me, in promoting me to so honourable, a
rank in their service. Gratitude to them, and the real re-
gard I have for the interest of my country, are motives suf-
ficient to occasion the utmost exertion of my poor abilities,
which I promise most heartily and faithfully, and wish it
may be in my power to demonstrate, by actions becoming
my rank, the real sentiments of my heart.

Men sufficient for the completion of the regiments are
inlisted; but as several companies have not reached their
places of destination, all the commissions are not given out;
therefore I cannot at present give the officers' names, rank,
and dates of commissions; but it shall be done as soon as in
my power.

I am, honourable sir, your most devoted, most obedient,
and very humble servant, A LNDREW EWIS.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

E. JOHNSON TO lIlARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for Cal-
vcrt County, at the Court-House, in Prince Fredericktown,
on Saturday, the 6th of April, 1776, were present eight
Members, Mr. Benjamin JUackall in the chair.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety be informed that
this Committee have received a barrel of Gunpowder, said
to contain ninety-three and three-quarter pounds, and a par-
cc1 of Lead Shot, said to weigh four hundred ninety-five
and a half pounds, from the Committee of Charles County;
that they have collected from individuals Powder and Lead
and Flints, to the amount of thirteen Pounds currency,
which they distributed amongst the Militia of this County
at the different alarms.

..

. Signed by order: E. JOHNSON,Clerk.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

ROBERT lIlORRIS TO GENERAL GATES.

Philadelphia, April 6,1776.

Our friend Lee has taken possession of the Palace at Wil-
liamsburgh, which I fancy will not be much approved by
the gentlemen of that country. However, he will soon be
called to North- CaroNna, if it be 1I11ethat Clinton has ef-
fected a landing with fifteen hundred men at TVilmington,
and thrown up intrenchments there. In short, the scene
thickens, and if our enemies can find men, we may expect
to be attacked in all quarters; but to do this, they must cer-
tainly have recourse to foreigners, as they cannot meet suc-
cess in the recruiting service in any of the three King-
doms. .

Where the plague are these Commissioners? If they are
to come, what is it that detains them? It is time we should
be on a certainty, and know positively whether the liberties
of America can be established and secured by reconciliation,
or whether we must totally renounce connection with Great

FOURTH SERlES.- VOL. v. 51

Britain, and fight our way to a total independence. Whilst
we continue thus firmly united among ourselves, there is nO'
doubt but either of these points may be carried; but it seems
to me we shall quarrel about which of these roads is best to.
pursue, unless the Commissioners appear soon, and lead us
into the first path. Therefore, I wish them to come, dread-
ing nothing 50 much as even an appearance of division
amongst ourselves.

I am, &c.,

To General Gates.

ROBERT MORRIS.

ELBRIDGE GERRY TO MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Philadelphia, April 6, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have just time to send you by the post a
newspaper, in which is inserted the resolves of Congress for
opening of American Ports to all nations except such as are
subject to the King of Great Britain. It is a matter of im-
portance that these resolves sbould be published in all the
papers, and sent to every part of Europe and the TVest-In-
dies not inimical to the Colonies. I doubt not the Commit-
tee of Correspondence, or other suitable persons, will be
desired by the honourable Court to attend to such a measure,
and cause the same to be republished in the foreign papers.

I hope by the next post to send some blank commissions
and instructions for letters of marque, and the resolves of
Congress relative thereto, they being now in the press.

I remain, sir, respectfully, your very humble servant,
ELBRIDGE GERRY.

To the Honourable James Warren, Esq., or, in his absence,
William Cooper, Esq., Speaker of the honourable House
of Representatives, Massachu.~etts-Bay.

TO THE INHABITANTS OF PHILADELPHIA.

If ever there was or can be a question that ought to en-
gage the serious attention of every man whose lot is cast in
this American land, it is that now agitated, viz: In what
shape we shall hereafter exist as a people? Whether we
shall preserve the ancient forms of Government, which have
led us to our present rank and importance in the world, or
explore the dark and untrodden way of Independence and
Republicanism? I hope it will not be ohjected to me, that I
have connected the idea of separation from Great Britain
with that of erecting a Republick in America. I have in
this followed the author of Common Sense; and, indeed, it
can hardly be supposed, nor has it been suggested, that, when
we set up for ourselves, we shall immediately again set up
for a Kingly Government. Our new legislators would per-
suade us, that: when these Colonies have shaken off the
Brit1:Sh yoke, they will calmly sit down with one heart and
one voice, to fiJIm themselves into a great Republick. They
will be governed by the pure dictates of wisdom, and influ-
enced by a love of liberty in framing their new constitution.
Passion and prejudice will have no hand in it. Ancient
grudges and dislikes, clashing interests and religious discords,
will be doue away. Thus assembled, and thus disposed,
who can doubt but that they will rear up a fabrick upon the
ruins of the English form of Government, that shall be the
admiration of the world, and endure forever? That men do,
or at least affect to believe, this wiII be the case, I have no
more doubt than that it certainly would not happen accord-
ingly.

However, as it is but common prudence to consider an
evil before we devise a remedy, let us take a view of the
state of these Colonies before the existence of our present
disputes; and I will venture to affirm that political liberty
never existed in greater perfection than here. Some abuses,
indeed, we had reason to be uneasy under; but they were
rather complained of as establishing precedents for future
violations, than as severely felt. The consequence, then, is
plain, that redress of these grievances, and security from fu-
ture ones, should be the objects of this contest. But whence
(it will be asked) shall we procure this security? I answer,
from solemn compact, mutual interest, and length of time.
Great Britain, by this dispute, will be taught that her true
interest lies in a friendly connection with us ; and a few years
hence a similar attempt will be impracticable, from our in-
crease of numbers and strength.

But the most singular argument urged to reconcile us to
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this intended political change, is drawn from the imperfec-
tion of the English Constitution-a Constitution, till this
Utopian started up, the admiration of the world, and which,
at this moment, gives birth to the only freemen in the habit-
able globe! It would be improper in this place to enter
fully into a vindication of the mixed form of the English
Constitution, and it is extraordinary, that one who has lived
under it, should want any other guide than his own con-
sCIOusness.

It is the language of our lawyers, that a King of England
is absolute in doing good, bpi he has no pmver to do wrong.
This we have seen exemplified in the history of the Stuarts,
who, with as much inclination to be despotick as any Princes
on earth, found the attempt fatal to their family. The same
may be said of the other parts of the Constitution; and un-
less there is a conspiracy of the whole to subvert its liberty,
it must ever remain unshaken. 'Vhy may not such a con-
spiracy take place in a Republick, as well as in a mixed
Monarchy? The temptation is equally great, and the road
to it much easier, where one body is to be brought into it,
than three.

I would refer the reader to Judge Blackstone's Commen-
taries, and shall only cite from him the following observa-
tions: "Here, then, is lodged the sovereignty of the British
Constitution, and lodged as beneficially as it is possible for
society. For, in no other shape could we be as certain of
finding the three great qualities of Government so happily
united. If the supreme power were lodged in anyone of
the three branches, separately, we must be exposed to the
inconveniences of either absolute Monarchy, Aristocracy, or
Democracy, and so want two of the three principal ingre..
dients of good policy-either virtue, wisdom, or power. But
the constitutional Government of this Island is so admirably
tempered and compounded, that nothing can endanger or
hurt it, but destroying the equilibrium of power between one
branch of the Legislature and the rest. Herein consists the
true excellence of the English Constitution, that all the
parts of it form a mutual check upon each other. In all
tyrannical Governments, the supreme magistracy, or the
right of making and enforcing laws, is vested in one and the
same person; and wherever these two powers are ,united,
there can be no publick liberty. In England, this suprcme
power is divided into two branches; the one legislative, to
wit: the Parliament; the other executive, consisting of the
King alone. The total union of them would be productive
of tyranny."

When the reader has perused the book fi'omwhence these
extracts are taken, he must decide for himself which of the
two is of most authority, Judge Blackstone or the author
of Common Sense.

What is there, either in theory or experience, tbat can
make us in love with a Commonwealth? It will be said,
t.hat the good of the people being the object of Government,
the whole administration of it should be in their hands. But
tbis does not fol\ow; for if the happiness of tbe people is
bettel' promoted by leaving but part in their hands, that
mode'is most eligible. For instance, if the laws which the
people make will be better observed by entrusting tbe exe-
cution of them to a Magistrate, or Magistrates, who are not
imwediately accountable to, and do not stand in awe of the
populace, certainly it is the wisest method. That this is
the case, both reason and fact verify. Where popular opi-
nions and prejudices interfere in the execution of Jaws, what
Magistrate, depending on the breath of tbe people, would
dare to adhere to the letter of the law, and render himself
obnoxious to the prevailing party, and consequently part
with his office? This observation is equally true in fact.
The worst Judges I have ever seen, are those who have
some favour to ask of the people. An elective Judge is a
monstel' in Government. Without some other constitutional
aid, in vain would the feeble hand of justice endeavour to
support th~ ~aJance against a powerful prevailing faction. I
sho.uld mU,ch doubt if justice is better administered in Rhode-
IsUt.nd than some of the monarchical Colonies, or eveo in
fVestminster- Hall.

I believe history, ancient. or modern, will make few Re-
publicans. He that reads. the state of the Grecian or Ro-
m.(ln Republicks, what doth he read, but scenes of domes-
tick violence and rapine, war and bloodshed? Even the
virtue of individuals could not preserve tbem from crumbling
to pieces. Like ill-constructed machines set in motion, they

perished by their own instability and unwieldiness. Nor
will the Commonwealths of our own times excite our envy.
I know of but. two pure Democracies in the world, viz:
Connectl:cut and Rhode-Island. Those of Holland, Switzer-
land, and Italy, are Aristocracies-of all tyrannies the least
supportable. If anyone chooses to turn panygerist, and
declaim in praise of the two I have mentioned, I have no
objection.

But it must be acknowledged that the English Constitu-
tion, like all other human systems, is in some parts imper-
fect, and open to corruption. The unequal representation
by means of Boroughs, and the length of Parliaments, have
made them less amenable to the people, and introduced a
system of venality. How long this poison will operate be-
fore the vitals are affected, or whether the soundness of the
Constitution will one day throw it oft~ time must discoveJ'.
In this happy land of Pennsylvania, we have imitated its
excellencies without its defects. Our mode of representa-
tion being uniform and equal, the election from year to year,
and the right of our Assemblies to sit on their own adjourn-
ments, not subject to dissolution or prorogation, have cor-
rected the errors of the British Government, and made th:5
the most perfect and happiest in the known world. But
should we, in an evil hour, barter it for an uncertainty, or a
certainty of having a much worse, it would be madness in
the extreme. I flatter myself the good people of this Pro-
vince will seriously take the consideration of this great ques-
tion to heart; that they will not shrink back from the con-
test, but, with their usual good sense, assert their attachment
to their ancient happy Constitution.

'When attempts are made to plunge us into anarchy, and
rob us of that equal liberty under which this Province has
so signally flourished; when the Constitution itself is threat-
ened with dissolution, because its guardians have instructed
our Delegates to preserve it sacred, it is criminal to be silent.
But tbe spirit. of the friends to the Constitution was up, and,
by a timely zeal in supporting our Assembly, the attempt
was crushed in its shell.

As ,the complexion of this Province will be known by
our cODduct, on the] st day of May, I hope we shall exer-
cise that great constitutional right as becomes freemen at-
tached inviolably to their form of Government. The weight.
we have in the American scale makes it an object of the
last importance, too great to be sported away in compliance
with the designs or dreams of modern lawgivers.

CIVIS.

GENERAL HEATH TO NEW-YORK CmfN]TTEE OF SAFETY.

City Qf New-YQrk, April 6, 1776.

SIR: Mr. Murray applies to me for an approbation of
your permit to go on board the ship Dutchess of Gordon. As
by the permit it appears that he is restricted only relative to
the fortifications, I cannot, consistent with my duty, consent
to his going on board, unless under greater restrictions.

I am, sir, with respect, your most humble servant,
W. HEATH.

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, New-Yod,:.

JACOB CONCKLIN TO COLONEL HASBROUCK.

April 6, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed I send you the proceedings of a choice in
my company, performed this day, under the inspection of
Captain Drake, of the New-ft.larlborour;h Precinct, and
myself, by which you will see that John Crowell, by a
plurality of voices, is chosen Ensign. And I have good
reaSons to believe him to be a true friend to the American
cause, and I think will exert himself on all occasions to de-
fend his bleeding country. I should be glad his commission
could be sent for him immediately.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
JACOB CONCKLIN.

To Colonel Jonathan lIasbrouck.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER. FRO1\;[ AN OFFICER AT MONTRJ<;AI"

DATED .6.J;'RIL 6, 1776.
By a gentleman froOl Quebeck, we have the follQwing

advices, which may be depended on : A number of Caru~-
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dians, at the instigation of their Priests, arose with a design
to cut ofr our guards at Point-Levi. A party under Major
Dubois attacked their advance guard, killed seven, wounded
five, and took about fifty prisoners, twenty-five of which
arrived here last evening. General Wooster arrived before
Quebeck on ~Ionday last. The battery opened at Point-
Levi on Tuesday morning. One of Captain Lamb's Com-
pany made his escape from Quebeck, and informs that the
soldiers and prisoners are at an allowance of three ounces of
pork per day. A Canadian, who brought letters from Carle-
ton to the inhabitants, is made prisoner, and says (which he
offers to swear to) that the inhabitants, as well as soldiers,
have risen in a body and gone to Carleton, and that he pro-
mised, if he did not get assistance in fourteen days, to deli-
ver up the town.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN THE CON-

TINEI'o'TAL ARMY BEFORE Q.UERECK, DATED APRIL 6,
1776.

Our battery at Point-Levi has been firing some days.
The mortar-battery on the heights is not quite finished; and
in two days we will have another battery at the Little-
River. We have had a prodigious quantity of snow this
winter; the tops of fences just begin to appear, and I sup-
pose that in a few days the roads will be impassable. I
shall continue as long as there is a probability of the town's
being taken. We are discouraged at General Lee's not
coming; however, General Wooster has arrived. We ought
to have at least ten thousand men more here, in case of
troops arriving; otherwise, the Canadians who have assisted
us will be ruined. This Province is the key of America.

INFORMATION FROM CANADA.

Pelton left Quebeck 6th of April.
A Canadian went into Quebeck about the 17th of March,

at night; he came out witFlpackets, supposed commissions
and despatches, to Sinior, at Island Crane, to raise a party
out of the guard at Point-Levi.

That sixty or seventy people joined their people; that
seven were killed and four wounded; that thirty-eight pri-
soners were taken-twenty-five brought to JY{ontreal; that
the river was not frozen over at Quebeck; that the Cana-
dwns are very hearty in our cause; that he doesnot know
that they understand the controversy.

That they put their prisoners to a short allowance; that
McLean wrote to Campbell that they had the same allow-
ance as garmon.

One of Lamb's men escaped-went into the bomb-proof
in the yard-jumped over the wall, and over the city walJ-
said he had heard of Lamb, that he had lost left eye. Twen-
ty-five hundred troops there-snow deep when he came
away.

Met, 16th or 17th April, fourteen or fifteen boats-got to
St. John's the large cannon (four thirty-twos, one twenty-
four, and one eighteen) taken at Ticonderoga-General
Thomas between Crown-Point and Ticonderoga-men
heahhy--oneman a little wounded.

Fresh provisionsand wood plenty-battery at Point-Levi
bClTanto play 3d April (four twelve-pounders-now three)
~ bomb-battery on the Heights of Abraham--snow seven
feet deep-Mott wen-Hughes with him-Gano well-
Goforth very fat at Three-Rivers-not more than a com-
pany there-Goforth more respected and feared than any
man there-heard at camp troops left Boston 3d April.

Canadians expect vessels from 4th to 10th JYlay, this
year 20th ltlay; that General &huyler is driving with great
spirit-bas seen nothing like him.

Nicholson at Quebeck when he came away-Arnold re-
cruiting-Clinton well. Must i;itorm-three hundred and
fifty men all-blockade. Carleton twelve or fourteen hun-
dred.

Met General Thomas, 21st April, between Ticonderoga
and Crown-Point. General Wooster paid his men in hard
money at ~Iontreal- Yorkers paid in paper, before Que-
beck-that they are very cautious how any recommenda-
tions are given to New- York officers-Nicholson appointed
Lieutenant-Colonel of the Canada Regiment.

To William Paulding, Esq., Chairman of the Committee
of Safety, Ncw- York.

ISRAEL DICKINSON TO MASSA.CHU'SETTS COUNCIL.

Stockbridge, April 6, 1776.

HONOURABLESIR: On the 4th instant Timothy Edward$,
Esq., one of this Committee, received a letter from two re-
spectable gentlemen in Lanesborough, members of their late
Committee, requesting his advice upon important political
matters, a copy of which we have obtained of him, and
herewith send. Upon the recommendation of the Selectmen
and Committee of this town, he went there yesterday to give
his advice. On his return, about four o'clock, P. lVI., in
the road against the house of Colonel Jonathan Smith, five
men attempted to stop him by violence-one laying hold of
his coat, another his horse's bridle. He disengaged him-
self from the latter by striking him a heavy blow with a
loaded whip; from the other, by the speed of his horse.
About forty rods forward, three others appeared also in the
road, with an apparent design to stop him. One placed
himself on OTreside with a club; another of them on the
other side, who made a violent stroke at :M"r.Edwards with
a hoe, which fell upon his horse's withers, at the same time
calling Tory. Of enormities of this kind we think it our
duty to give you the earliest notice.

Weare your Honour's most respectful, obedient, humble
servants, B JSAMUEL ROWN, UN.,

ASA BEMENT,
ERASTUS SARGEANT,

Committee of the Town of Stockbridge.
To the Honourable President of the Council of the Colony

of the Massachusetts-Bay.

Tenth Article in the Warrant for the March Meeting in
Pittsfield is, "To see if the Town will direct their Com-
mittee what method to take to recover pay fix handling
persons that appeared to be inimical to their country, for
time back and future."
On which Article the Town voted as follows, viz;
Voted, That this Town determine tbat said Committee,

consisting, or having consisted, of who they may, are one
and the same, from their first appointment to this day; and
that all their transactions and determinations ought to be
considered as the actions and proceedings of an adjourned
court. Consequently, all matters and things that have not
been finally determined, still have a day with them; and
that] if there be any matters or things before them that are
not yet determined upon, they (the Committee as it now
stands) have as full power and authority to act upon as ever
they had; and if any persons have, upon trial, appeared
inimical to their country, or hereafter, on trial, may appear
so, they are hereby empowered, so far as our urlited influ-

.

ence can support them, to tax such persons for their time
therein expended on trial, and all other necessary charges;
and, on refusal, to be committed to the common Jail, or
otherwise confined, till paid; and in all other respects to
deal with them, as to punishment, according to the directions
of the Continental Congress, Provincial Congress, or Gene-
ral Assembly.

Voted, That if the said Committeeshall apprehendany
person or persons, and convene before them, whom they
suspect to be inimical to their C01IntlY,or to be guilty of
any other misdemeanors, and, upon trial, are found inno-
cent, in that case the said Committee have no pay for their
time lost.

Voted, That if apy complaint shall be brought before
the said Committee by any person or persons, and if any
complaint so brought be supported, then the offender be
ordered by said Committee to pay all costs; and if. the
offender shall refuse to comply in paying the cost, then the
offender shall be ordered to confinement in the common
Jail, or elsewhere, until he comply and pay the costs, toge- -

ther with the commitment and charges thereof; and in case
any complainant shall not support his complaint, said com-
plainant shall be holden to pay the costs; and, upon his re-
fusal, shall be committed as above-mentioned.

The foregoingis a true copy of the Tenth Article in the
Warrant for the March Meeti~ in the Town of Pittsfield,
for the year 1776, and of the rroceedings and Votes of the
Town opon said Article.

Attest: ISRAELDICKINSON,Town Clerk.
MaTch 28, 1776.

,..
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Whereas a majority of the gentlemen belonging to the
Committee of Correspondence of this County, at their Con-
vention, holden at Stockbridge, on the 14th and 15th days
of December, current, did vote and resolve that they would
'come into some method whereby the inhabitants of this
'.county shall recommend and nominate to the Council suit-
able persons to be appointed Judges of the Inferior Court
in this County:

2d. That they would not recommend it to the inhabi-
rants of said County to support the Government formed and
established within this Colony, agreeable to the recommen-
dation of the Continental Congress, and to assist and support
the several Executi\'e Officers in the execution of their
offices:

3d. That this Convention recommend it to the Freehold-
ers, and other inhabitants quaJified, of the several Towns
within this County, that they meet in their respective
Towns, Districts, and Plantations, some time before the 1st
day of January next; in which meeting they bring in to the
Moderator thereof their votes, or ballots, for four persons
who, in their esteem, should be commissionated to sustain
the offices of Judges of the Pleas for the County; which
ballots, or votes, so brought in, shall, in the presence of the
Selectmen and Clerk of each respective Town, be enclosed
and sealed and subscribed to a ComrHittee appointed by the
several Towns and Districts and Plantations in the County,
to sort and count the same; which Committee shall meet
on the 2d Tuesday of January next, at the hOllse of Samuel
Goodrich, Innholder, in Lenox, and then and there shall
sort, count, and discover the persons thus nominated by the
people; which persons thus chosen by the greatest number
of votes shall be, by said Committee, represented to the
honourable Council Board, praying that the same may be
commissioned to exercise the office of Judges of the County:
provided that, if it should so happen that a greater number
than four persons should have an equal number of votes,
then, and in. that case, it is submitted to the honourable
Council, that they exercise their pleasure in appointing,
out of said number nominated, which four shall officiate:

4th. Voted, That this body do not approve of any civil
officer not nominated by the Representatives of the County.

lVhich Votes and Resolutions we, the subscribers, (being
likewise of the Committee of Correspondence,) dissented
from and diSTIpproved of-First, Because we imagine that
they are directly opposed to the present civil Constitution
of this Colony, which has been taken up by the people in
consequence of, and agreeable to, the advice of the Conti-
nental Congress; SecondZy, They tend to dissolve all Go-
vernment, and introduce dissension, anarchy, and confusion,
among the people; for when we deviate from the established

I

rules, we are lost in the boundless field of uncertainty and
disorder. Therefore, that we may evidence to the people
of the several Towns from whence we came, and to all other
good people, our great desire for order and good government,
our firm adherence to the Resolves of the Continental Con-
gress and the present Constitution of this Colony, agreeable
to said Resolves, and an abhorrence of all anarchy and dis-
order, we hereby manifest our disapprobation of the Votes and
Hesolves of said Committee of Correspondence aforesaid.

,Stockbridge, December] 5, 1775.

JOHN ASHLEY

J

O . cYI.

T S ' ommlttee01' >:JfLeJT:eld.
HEODORE EDGWrCK, 'J;U0

MARK HOPKINS, Committee of Great

BENEDICT DEAREY, Barrington.

W
.

ILLIAM BROWN,

} C 'tt .I' Alfi dJ H ommt ee oJ or .
.' OHN URLEAT,

ELEAZER BARRITT, }Committeeof Tyring-
'GILES JACKSON, ham.
BENJAMIN W A.RREN, ? Committee of ]t.rew-
.J ABEZ WARD, 5 Jtlarlborough.
ELIJAH BROWN,? Committee of Rich-
JOSEPH RAYMOND" 5 mond.
SAMUELBROWN, JUN., ,? Committee of Stoc7c~

.JAH. WOODBRIDGE, 5 bridge.
ERASTUS SERGEANT, ? Committee of TVest-
,.ELISHA HOOPER, 5 Stockbridge.

At ;a legal Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of
Stoddvidge., held on the 22d day of December, A. D. 1775,

Voted, T.hattbis Town do hold theYotes and Resolves

,
of the Convention of the Committees of Correspondence for
the County of Berkshire, held at Stockbridge, on the 14th
and 15th days of December last, in abhorrence and detes-
tation.

2dly. Voted, That the Town do fully concur with the
Protest of the several Committees of Correspondence against
the Votes and Resolves of said Convention.

Attest: JAH. 'V OODBRIDGE,Town Clerk.

Richmond, December 21, 1775.

The Inhabitants of the Town of Richmond, at a regular
meeting, did unanimously concur with their Committee in
protesting against the Vote of the Committees of Correspon-
dence, at their Convention in Stockbridge, on the 14th and
15th days of December, current.

Attest: JOHN MASON, Town Clerk.

Lanesborough, April 3, 1776.

SIR: Permit us to crave your attention, and, if worthy,
your advice and assistance, in our present disturbed circum-
stances in this town, which, briefly as possible, we mean
herein to relate; which if we may not lay before you in
your judicial capacity, we pray and hope you will attend
to as a friend to justice, regularity, and our Continental
cause. We have, with the first exertions, manifested a dis~
position and readiness to adopt all probable measures to
assist and support the just cause of America; which our
opponents cannot deny, as we were not behind them in any
approved measure, as covenanting and adhering to the Con-
tinental Congress, the Congress and Council, and House of
Representatives of this Colony, and did, and will still, give
obedience to the same; which we hope wiIJ be manifested
on proper occasions. But as some individuals, (we suppose
very few,) from sinister designs of self-interest and prefer-
ment, though neither qualified nOT worthy, have opposed
the honourable Continental Congress, arid the honourable
Council and House of Representatives of this Province, and
obtained a considerable number of adherents to join in ob-
structing the Courts of Justice, and the officers thereof, in
the execution of their office; such adherents being, gene-
rally, misled zealots, or such as were not of an honest dis-
position w'ith respect to paying their just debts; which
proceedings, we apprehend, may be of baneful consequences
to Ollr country's cause; and as the northern part of this
County, and this town in particular, are liable to be sus-
pected of being chargeable with such disorderly, illegal, and
unjustifiable proceedings,wbich, we fear, may infect not
only this County, but this Province and Continent, l)y open-
inIT a door for anarchy, and every disorder consequent there-
to'; and as we have, on every opportunity, as far as we
perceived any expediency, testified our disapprobation of
such gross irregularities, we are yet steadily disposed to con-
tinue so to do, and, if possible, to exculpate ourselves, and,
we presume, the large majority of this town might also be
exculpated, as also, to the best of our intelligence, the great-
est part of tbe northern part of this County, especially all
persons of understanding, interest, and bonesty, and such as
have proved themselves steady friends to the just cause of
America. And, presuming that our local circumstances have
afforded us opportunity to observe the general progress and
present state. of our disorders, and that it might be of pub-
lick utility to give proper information, and, if possible, to ex-
culpate ourselves, and others who are innocent, we take this
opportunity to inform you of such particulars as we can suf:'
ficiently prove. Many particulars that might be proper to
insert, we must omit for brevity, unless upon some future
occasion it might be, by you or others, advised or counted
necessary. If you think these hints may be serviceable, we
stand ready to manifest them in a publick manner; and,
first, it may be proper to observe, that Ensign (now Colonel)
Jonathan Smith, being delegated by us to Congress, and to
the House of Representatives, was pretty generally received
by us as a warm friend to liberty; but immediately upon
the nomination of Judges, Justices, &c., for this County, he
frequently and warmly declaimed and harangued against
said nomination and appointment, declaring that the persom
so nominated were enemies to their country, and had ob-
tained their nominations clandestinely; that they were very
obnoxious to this County, as being of arbitrary principle.3
friends to the late Government, and extortive in their prac-
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tices and in their offices, and that they were not to be tole-
rated to officiate; which conduct of said Mr. Smith was not
only observed, but approved by many who were conversant
with him. Mr. Smith, finding that our Committee of Cor-
respondence were generally, though not entirely, approvers
of this conduct, he procured meeting after meeting of said
Committee, called Conventions of the Committees of the
northern towns of the County, at Denox, Pittsfield, and
elsewhere, wherein his conduct and adherents occasiuned
considerable disturbance. But it was general1y supposed he
acted disinterestedly, only aiming at the interest of the coun-
try and County; tm, upon trial of making a nomination for
Judges amongst ourseh-cs, we found Mr. Smith could find
weigllty objections against any we could nominate. Then
we began to perceive the cause of his exertions was for his
own advancement to a seat that very lately there would not,
perhaps, have been ten persons in the County would have
counted him either qua]ified for or worthy of. Notwith-
standing, there are a few who adhere to him; amongst whom
we fi>.arthere are few of ability or integrity. On the 23d
of February last, in the evening, there were assembled, we
suppose, upwards of thirty persons at our Town-House,
general1y at his motion, when he, in a harangue of a consi-
derable length, declaimed against the appointment of the
Judges, &c., and insisted that they wou]d not be al10wed
to officiate; though that he (Mr. Smith) would not be in-
strumental in breaking up the Courts; but declared that he
had rather submit to Lord North than consent to have them
officiate. The consequence may be observed on this Con-
vention at Pittsfield, and their resolves. Our town was so
far alarmed at the irregularity of said Convention, that seve-
ral resolved, previous to our meeting, to make a choice of
new officers, at least to change Smith and his adherents.
But Mr. Smith and others hearing thereof, they entered the
meeting in a passionate and tumultuous manner, accusing
all who durst oppose them of being Tories, which alarmed
a great many. Notwithstanding his opposers had their
choice of a Moderator by proxy, yet he and his friends
would allow of no business being done till they agreed to
nominate each party by turns. The law was, by them, dis-
claimed. Orders from the Assembly for choosing a Com-
mittee by proxy must not be performed, they fearing their
numbers; and now those who were known to be opposed to
,~mith, &c., are characterized by him, &c., as the \vorst of
Tories.

Dear sir, your advice is humbly requested by us in this
situation; and if the foregoing information may be of ser-
vice, we are able to prove it. But if there is anything fur-
ther we can, in justice, do, we are ready to do it; but if we
mllst be passive with our superiors, we would be glad of a
word of direction to, dear sir, your most obedient, humble
servants 1\

1 P
,

1VILES OWELL,
FRANCIS GILLTEAU.

To Timothy Edwards, Esq., Stockbridge.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LONDON, DATED APRIL 7,
1776.

Lord Howe has at length agreed to command the fleet,
and wiJl sail in about ten days in the Eagle, line-of-battle-
('hip, of sixty-four guns. The whole of the armament that
he brings, however formidable in appearance, wiJl be very
inadequate to the business, if the Provincials act with their
usual spirit and prudence; that is, if they occupy good
posts, intrench well, avoid a general action but upon great
and sure advantage, harass the march, and intercept the
convoys. AJI this their supel'ior knowledge of the country
will enable them to do, so as to distress, if not destroy, the
invading Army.

The Regulars trust to their artiJlery, of which more has
been shipped off, three times over, than ever went out of
this Kingdom before. All this will embarrass their motions,
and may retard all their movements, by proper precaution
on the part of the Provincia]s.

As the Landgrave of Hesse is a notoriously dishonest
man, it is probable the troops he furnishes win be the worst
he has. The British troops are mostly new raised, and
therefore, in discipline, will be inferior to the Americans. It
is conceived, too, that if propel' offers are made to the Ger-
mans, they will desert in great numbers.

Not one of the ships-of-war has more than a third sea-
men-the rest are landsmen; therefore, if the Provincial
vessels attack any of them, it will not be surprising if they
succeed. Such is the terrour entertained of the service at
land, that tIle officers of the Guards, now going, are clothed
like the common men, that they may be in less danger; and
it is supposed the whole Army will follow their example.
Their apprehensions went so far as to make them talk of
wearing breastplates.

The Pro\'incials, with proper attention, may be greatly
superior in cava]ry, as there are but three British regi-
ments, (and those light,) and one German. The Ameri-
can$, both men and horse, being accustomed to ride through
the woods, wiJl have an infinite advantage in forced marches,
beating up quarters, and cutting off convoys.

There are a thousand wagons and three thousand draft-
horses sent for the artillery and baggage, which will cost
them near two hundred thousand pounds, and may soon be
destroyed by propel' attention. The expense of this armament
you may well conceive wi]] be enormous. Six millions are
already voted, and it is computed that full six more will be
required. The extraordinaries only, of last year, exceeded
eight hundred thousand pounds. If they do not succeed
this campaign, \vhich they will not be able to commence
till July, all men agree that this country cannot support it
longer, either in men or money.

Every nerve is now stretched, and every resource ex-
hausted. Lord George Germaine therefore gives it out as
encouragement, that the Americans will lay down their arms
without a struggle; and that he has received the most hum-
ble offers £i'om the Congress; but as he will not treat, he
sends this armament to ensure an unconditional submission,
of which he is secure. You may depend upon this lan-
guage coming immediately from his lips.

The Corporation of London have voted the fi'eedom of
the city, in a gold box, to Dr. Price, for a pamphlet in de-
fence of America; and petitioned the Throne for a declara-
tion of the definitive terms intended to be granted to the
Colonies. The King's answer was, that when they laid
down their arms and submitted, he should think of mercy.
The Colonies will therefore see that their safety depends
solely on their firmness, unanimity, and prudence. It is no
longer in their option to be independent or connected with
this country, as before. Independency or slavery is the only
alternative.

The whole of this armament may be expected by the
latter end of July, as they will sail in May. Such is the
rage against America, that the Administration arc deter-
mined, at every hazard, to make one desperate push. The
whole empire is put into the hazard, with the sole hope of
enslaving a part; which the firmness and unanimity of the
Colonies wi]], under God, infallibly disappoint.

VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY

OF MARYLAND.

Williamsburgh, April 7, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: \Ve could not suffi>.ra moment to pass be-
fore we transmitted the enclosed copies of intercepted letters
addressed by the Secretary of State to the Governourof your
Province, which open the schemes of Administration to us in
a more explicit manner than any intelligence tbat we have
heretofore been able to procure. \Vehave also enclosed
copies of the same letters to the Chairman of the Commit-
tee of Safety at Baltimore, and have desired him to transmit
copies of them to the Congress, with all possible despatch.

I am, for and by order of the Committee, gentlemen, your
most humble servant, J P TT.' p .

d
.

tOHN AGE, Y lce- n~sl en .
To the Council of Safety of Maryland.

CAPTAIN BARRY TO MARINE COMMITTEE.

In sight of the Capes of Virginia, April 7, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have the pleasure to acquaint you that,
at one o'clock, P. M., this day, I feUin with the sloop Ed-
ward, belonging to the Liverpool frigate. She engaged us
n(~artwo glasses. They killed two of our men, and wound-
ed two more. \Ve shatterr:d her in a terrible manner, a~
you will see. We killed and wounded several' of her crew.
I shall give you a particular account of the powder and
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arms taken out of her, as well as my proceedings in gene-
ral.*

.

I have the happiness to acquaint you that all our people
behaved with much courage.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
JOHN BARRY.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., or any of the Ma-
rine Committee.

GENERAL PUTNAM TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Head-Quarters, New-York, April 7, 1776.

SIR: I arrived here on TVednesdayevening last, having
his Excellency General lfashington's orders to take the
command of the forces in this city, and to erect such works
as I should think necessary for its defence; in which we are
now busily employed. After getting the works in such for-
wardness as will be prudent to leave, I propose immediately
to take possession of Governour's Island, which I think a
very important post. Should the enemy arrive here, and
get post there, it will not be possible to save the city, nor
could we dislodge them without great loss.

The enclosed letter I received by express from Fort Con-
stitut£on, last evening, which I should have jmmediately for-
warded on to you, had the contents been such as required
it; but as the fleet have not arrived, (which was the suppo-
sition of the gentleman who wrote it,) 1 thought it needless
to forward it on by express.

Friday: Arrived at the Narrows a small ship of eighteen
or twenty guns. Sent her boat immediately on board the
Dutchess of Gordon. Soon after which the Governour, in
the Dutchess, sailed; where bound we know npt.

This morning she sent her boat to the watering-place for
water. The day before, I had detached three companies of
the Rifle Battalion to Staten Island, with orders to scour the
shores. A midshipman and ten sailors were in her. She
was fired upon, and lost two men. The riflemen took the
rest prisoners, aDd hauled up the boat. The ship imme-
diately began a heavy fire, and slightly wounded one man;
since which, the ship has fallen down below the Narrows.

As hostilities are now commenced in this Province, I
have thought fit to order no more provisions to be sent the
men-of-war.

Enclosed is an extract of a letter received by the post,
the contents of which I thought necessary to acquaint you
with.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
ISRAEL PUTNA)[.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the
Congress.

On board the Rhode.Island Packet, off Constitution Fort, (.
April 5, 1776. 5

SIR: We this evening arrived here, and, from curiosity,.
Mr. Chase and Mr. Can'oll went ashore, and found the state
of tlle fort as follows: Three Companies of Minute-men,
(Captain Moffat's, Captain Raymond's, and Captain Wo-
shon's,) consisting of five Lieutenants, six sergeants, eight
corporals, two drummers, one fifer, and one hundred and
two privates. Mr. Seth Marvin, First Lkmtenant of Cap-
tain ~Moffat's Company, has now the command.

On the south bastion are thirteen six-pounders and one
nine-pounder, mounted; and on the east bastion are seven
nine-pounders and one six-pounder, mounted. There are
eighty-one quarter-barrels and one whole barrel of powder.
About one half of the privates are armed, and about ten
bayonets among them. In the block-house are eight double-
fortified four-pounders, mounted. The fort, on the land side,
is entirely open. There is not one gunner or artillery-man
in the fort. Nothing but pork, beef, and flour; no vege-
tables. No Barrackmaster. The Minute-men work about
six hours in the day, and that with great reluctance.

'Ve are informed, by Captain Bedlow, that at Pooplo-
pen'.~ Kill there are one hundred and eighty troops, under

"FHILADELPHiA, .I1pril 11, 1776.-This morning arrived a sloop
(mounting six three-pounders and eight or ten swivels,) late a tender'
belonging to the Liverpool man-of.war, and commanded by a Lieuten:
ant Boucher, of said ship, having thirty-five picked men on board, who,
on Saturday last, off the Capes of Virginia, fdUn with Captain Bar-
ry. of the Continental. brig called the Lexington. A battle ensued,
which was continued desperately for one hour and twenty minutes,
when the tender struck.

the command of Lieutenant Lee; that six thirty-two-pound-
ers, and all necessaries for cannon, except powder, arri,ved
there on the 3d instant.

The fortifications directed by Congress on the 15th of
February, and laid out by l\ir. Smith, remain wholly ne-
glected.

Hearing of the arrival of part of the fleet at the Hook,
we thought it proper to give you this information by expres~.
You will be pleased to communicate the substance of thll
above to Congress.

Weare, sir, your obedient servants,
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,

SAMUEL CHASE,

CHARI,ES CARROLL

of Carrollton.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM EDMUND QUINCY TO COLONEl,

MIFFLIN, DATED STOUGHTONHAM, APRIL 1, 1776.

A Captain and two seamen, that were taken by the men-
of-war, deserted on Friday from the fleet. They say the
first division, consisting of the Fowey and Nautilus, w1th
sixty-eight transports, sailed for Halifax last .Monday. The
second division, Admiral Shuldham, in the Chatham, the
Centurion, and the Livdy, with sixty-two transports, sailed
Thursday. From all they could learn, they were bound to
the southward, not half manned, and had been at short al-
lowance fourteen days.

The Renown, of fifty guns, the Senegal, of twenty-eight
guns, and the 11ope, of sixteen guns, moved from their sta-
tion in KinfJ's Road, off the Light-House, for fear of our fire-
rafts; but 1t is determined they shall put to sea speedilx.

The Niger sailed Friday, with six transports, for llali-
fax. Had it not been for six transports that came from
Halifax with fresh provisions, killed a month ago, they
could not have gone to sea for some time, unless forced by
our fire-rafts, under the command of Major Tupper.

It is said, by a vessel from London to the fleet, that fifty
sail of merchantmen, loaded, were bound to Boston. It is
to be hoped that Captain ]}lanly will give some account of
them.

The whole that sailed, Mr. Nutton says, had not three
weeks' provision left. I hope the Philadelphia Fleet will
speak with those gone southward.

A large mortar (thirteen and a half inch) was fished up
near Mr. Row's wharf; where was aho discovered, at low
water, a great quantity of shot, shells, &c.

BURNETT MILLER TO NEW-YORK COMlIIITTEE OF SAFETY.

Easthampton, April 7, 1776.

GENTIJEMEN: An opportunity presenting, we embrace it
to acquaint you that our guard at ~Montauk, about sunset
yesterday, saw a number of vessels to the southward of
Block-Island, and this morning, being foggy, saw nothing of
them; until, about nine o'clock, the fog cleared off in part,
when they sa\v thirteen vessels between ~Pisher's Island
and Gardiner's Island, but could not tell what sort of ves-
sels they were, by reason of thick air. We saw this after-
noon about eight or nine vessels, all together, off, against tbis
town, standing to the eastward; but the fog came on, and
saw no more of them. They have fired single cannon by
spells, all this afternoon, from both quarters, and supposed
they fired in order to keep the vessels together, the fi)O"
being very thick.

<>

Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servams.
By order of the Committee of Easthampton:

BURNET MILLER, Chainnan.

To the New- York Committee of Safety.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Albany, April 7,1776.

l\h DEAR GENERAL: The regiments destined for Canada
arrived here very incomplete. Sickness and desertion hal'e
still reduced them much more, so that our Army in Canada
will tIll greatly short of what was intended. I have, there-
fore, applied to Congress for a reinforcement, (as you will
perceive by the enclosed,) not knowing that they had re-
quested your Excellency to detach four regiments, of which
I was only informed this morning by the gentlemen Com-
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missioners, who then arrived. May I take the liberty, my
dear General, to urge the necessity of their being speedily
sent. I believe the route by the way of New- York will
be as speedy as any, and give more case to the soldiers, as
they can be conveyed from thence to this place in sloops.

General Thomas leaves here to-morrow, and I shall accom-
pany him to Ticonderoga.

I am, my dear General, with every sentiment of esteem
and affection, your Excellency's most obedient, humble ser-
vant,

PHILIP SCHUYLER.
To General Washington.

GENERAL THOMAS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Albany, April 7, 1776.

SIR: I arrived at Albany in five days after I left the camp
at Roxbury, at which place I have been detained to this
time, by reason of the lake's being impassable. The troops
here and at Lake GeolJie are about eleven hundred, and I
hear some few are at Ticonderoga and Crown-Powt-pre-
vented going forward, as the lakes are partly blocked. up.
What number are in Canada I cannot ascertain, but am
sensible from the best intelligence, will be much short of an
equal number, as I find the regiments are very incomplete..
General Schuyler thinks they wiII be much short of five
thousand; and should the Ministerial Troops there be rein-
forced,and ftuebeck remainin their hands, so smalla num-
ber must be thought to be inadequate for the defence of that
qua.ter. Your Excellency will judge whether a reinforce-
meot will not be necessary. The last inteIJigence from
Canada was about the 25th of March,. at which time things.
there remained in statu quo.

Doctor Franklin and others, of the Committee of Con-
gress, arrived here this morning. As the weather this day
or two is moderate, I am in hopes the lake may be passed
in a few days. I determine to set off for the lake to-mor-
row.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's
most obedient and most humble servant,

JOHN THOMAS.

To General Washington.

WALTER LIVINGSTON TO PRESIDENT OF NEW-YOHK CON-

GRESS.
Albany, April 7, 1776.

SIJt: By intelligence from York, J am informedthat
Major-General Lee has ordered four thousand barrels of
pork from Connecticut to New~ York, for the Army in Ca-
nada. I have long been in expectation of that pork arriving
here. There is no pork to be purchased in Canada, and a
large Army gone thither, which has induced General Schuy-
ler (notwithstanding General Wooster has appointed con-
tractors to furnish the Army under his command) to order
me to write to New- York, to have the four thousand barrels
sent up immediately; and if they are not arrived at New-
York, to have other pork sent instead thereof, and to be
replaced out of that which is ordered by General Lee. I
know of nobody or person to whom I can apply for assist-
ance, in this critical situation, that can give such effectual
relief, as your House. I must, therefore, entreat you, sir, to
request the House to give such orders as will be the means
of forwarding the pork with the utmost despatch. Could I
have learnt who was ordered to ship the pork from New-
York, I should not have troubled the Congress. As the
service requires despatch, I hope the Congress wiII deem it
a reasonable excuse for my troubling them.

I am, sir, with esteem, your very humble servant,
WALTERLIVINGSTON,Deputy Com'y General.

To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq.

WINTHROP SARGE!>I"T TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Gloucester, April 7, 1776.

SIR: The bearer of this has under his guard a number
of prisoners and Tories, taken by Commodore Manly and
Captain TVaters. The prize is sent to Portsmouth. I make
no doubt you ha\'e had an :].ccount of the capture before this
reaches your Excellency. Their names you have below.
There are two worpen and some children left here, which
are not able to travel. Should be glad your Excellency

would send me an answer to what I wrote you last about
Captain TValts'sgoods, and what 1 am to do with the pri-
soners, for I have thirty here now upon expense.

I remain your humble servant,
\VINTHROP SARGENT, Agent.

P. S. Since I wrote the above, Captain Tucker has car-
ried the prisoners to Marblehead, whence they wiII be sent to
Head-Quarters. Will not carry the women and children,
for fear of the small-pox; so I am 6»'ced to provide for them
here. Should be glad of your order in regard to the above.

Prisoners names: Caleb Whitten, bad man, John Bill,
Arthur Spencer, Caleb Whitten, Jun., Joseph Hillen, John
Whitten, William King, Duke Barters, John Burres, Tfil-
liam McKenney, James Youling.

Yours, &c., W. S.

EDMUND PENDLETON TO RICHARD HENRY LEE.

Caroline, April 8, 1776.

DEAR SIR: On Friday last General Lee arrived safe in
Williamsburgh, in a very rainy day, and much fatio-ued.
We consider him as a valuable acquisition, and estee~ it a
favour in Congress to spare him to this department, where
most people here think the gentry who found Boston too
hot for them, wiII come, and be joined by the much-talked-
of powerful force from Eu;rope. However, I am not of
that opinion, and think they either mean a descent upon
some other part of New~England they like better, or, per-
haps, by dividing our Army, may purpose to return to Bos-
ton.with greater advantage, or else to go to IIalifax, and
walt for the season to go up to Quebeck. General Lee
thinks if they come here, they will certain]y make TVilliams-
burgh t.heirobject; and on that supposition he is going t.oin-
trench It. I hear, since I came away, he has ordered all the
battalions from their stations to that place, which has made
the people in town very happy, but I fear wiII be very
alarming to other parts, particularly the Northern Neck, who
were before uneasy on the appearance of tenders in Poto-
mack and Rappahannock.

It was mentioned in Committee before I came away, it
would be proper to request Ollr Delegates to transmit all
publick proceedings of Congress, to be laid before the Con-
vention at their meeting. They will probably have written
on the subject, but I mention it lest they should from hurry
overlook it.

I have seen your resolves about reprisals. Is it consider-
ed as a law we are now to execute, by granting commis-
sions? or must we wait for a confirmation by our Conven-
tion? Elections are coming on. It seemSColonel Frqncis
and Mr. Carter are left out, by the bulk of the freeholders
being absent, and not expecting a contest.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
EDMUND PENDLETON".

To Richard Henry Lee, Esq., at Philadelphia.

JOSEPH BEALL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

. Bladensburgh,April 8, 1776.

GENTLEMEN : Yours of the 29th ultimo I received yes-
terday. I have examined the powd~r according to your
request, and find there are twenty-sIx barrels of coarse
powder, including one that was brought on board the vessel,
and four barrels and twenty kegs of fine Fowder, though
there seems to be something of a mixture throughout the
whole.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
JOSEPH BEALL.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

COLONEL HASLETT TO PRESIDENT OF CON"GR£sS.

[Read 9th April, 1776. Referred to the Committee on Prisoners.]

SIR: I am honoured with your letter of the 3d of April,
and beg leav€ to inform you that, being well. acquainted
with the defenceless situation of the County of Sussex, on
the first information of the Roebuck's being in the road of
Lewes, two companies of the battalion under my command
were directed to do duty there, where they still continue.

The Council of Safety for this Government ordered the
Militia arms of this County into the hands of the Continen-
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tal Troops for the purpose of training; but I forbade them to
be carried out of it. I have ventured on my own risk to
send them, but know not how soon the Council will order
them to be returned. I beg leave to inform you that the
spirit of the troops is high, and hope their ardor in the
generous struggle will produce its proper effects, provided
theyean be supplied with arms, which there is no probabi-
lity of our being able to procure in this place.

The commanding officer at Lewes has sent up to Head-
Quarters the Third Lieutenant of the man-of-war, and three
soldiers, who were put on board the alarm pilot there, by
them taken, and fitted out for a tender. On Wednesday,
the 27th ultimo, cruising to the southward of the Cape, they
sent all their men on board a Plymouth sloop they had made
prize of, except the Lieutenant and three others. About
four o'clock, next morning, the helmsman falling asleep,
Providence steered the boat ashore, and they were soon
after taken.

The Lieutenant informs us that the Roebuck left Eng-
land last September, bound to Halifax, where she wintered,
commanded by Captain Hammond. She carries forty-four
eighteen and nine-pounders, mounted, and can mount ten
more. I propose to keep the officers and men here under
guard till the Congress is pleased to direct in what manner
they shall be disposed of.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most humble
servan t J H C l l'

OHN ASLETT, 0 one.

To the Honourable Colonel Hancock.

PRESIDE,,-nr OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL PUTNAM.

Philadelphia, April 8, ] 776.

S'IR: On Saturday I received a letter from General
IIeath requesting that some money might be sent to New-
York for the use of the troops, which I immediately laid
befof(~ Congress, and was authorized to forward one hun-
dred thousand dollars; which I have accordingly sent by
Captain Nathaniel Paulkner; and as I. am uninformed
whether the Paymaster is arrived at New- York, I have di-
rected Mr. Faulkner to deliver the money to you. If the
Paymaster is with you, please to order it to his care, for the
use of the troops; if not, you will order the money to b.e
improved for the payment of the troops under your com-
mand.

Please to acquaint General Heath that I received his
letter, but have not time to write him now. You will
])lease to forward me a receipt for the money.

Last evening I had the honour of your letter by lVIajor
Sherbu.rne, desiring that three hundred thousand doJlars
may be sent for the use of the troops. As the Congress
does not meet this day, I have judged it best to detain Major
Sherburne here until I know the determination of Congress,
which I shall know to-morrow, and whatever further sum.
they order I will despatch by lVIajorSherburne. In the
mean time I have thought it most proper to send forward,
by Captain Faulkner, the one hundred thousand dollars, as
that sum may be improved until the other arrives.

I have the honour to be, with sentiments of estcem, sir,
your most obedient servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To Major-General Putnam, Commandil,lg the Continental
Troops at New- York.

RICHARD BUTLER TO COLONEL JAMES WILSON.

Fort Pitt, April 8, 1776.

Sm: I send this by express to inform you that Kiosola,
and two other Ind.ians, messengers from Colonel Butkr, the
King's Agent at Niagara, and the Commandant of the Six
Nation.y, with a letter to Captain ~McKec, and a message to
Kiosola, arrived there the 3d instant; a copy of which I
send enclosed. Kiosola delivered the wampum he received,
with a speech from the Six Nations, desiring his attendance
at a treaty to be held at Niagara, and one from Colonel
Butlm: and the commandant, to the same purport. He
seemed determined to go, although he asked Captain Ne-
ville's and my advice; and as we saw it would be of nO use
tQ,attempt to stop him, we thought it best to send him off
ple!).sed; therdore. delivered him a small speech, (No.1,)

and one as from yourse1f and the other Commissioners,
(No. Q;) and as I had an opportunity to the Delaware'1,
I sent them the speech, No.3; all which I hope wjJJ meet
your approbation. I considered that it would be best that
the strange Indians should have a good opinion of us, there-
fore made them welcome, and sent them well pleased away,
at as small an expense as possible. Kiosola desires me to
inform you that he has but one heart, and that he will say
or do nothing contrary to his engagements last fall; and that
he does not doubt of preserving peace, as by what he
hears from the Six Nations they mean no other. The
Onondaga man (one of the messengers) says, that after
]}Iontreal was reduced, there came a great quantity of
goods round by the north side of Lake Ontario, in a great
many peri augurs to Niagara, and that great presents will
be made there to the Indians. There are but few Indians
come here from. any quarter, and I think they wou1d know
their own importance, and expect their friendship shall be
purchased as well as courted; yet, with prudent manage-
ment, I believe they may be kept quiet at no very great
expense.

The Indians are not a little alarmed, Kiosola tells me, Rt
the exorbitant price of goods, that our traders charge them,
and the great scarcity of ammunition and goods. They
say, that at the treaty last fall here, we were to be one pee,-
pie; but that it seems as if we meant to take advantacre of
them by the times, and advising them to have nothi~cr to
do in taking part with those that could and would supply
them reasonably if applied to; that they think it very od'd
at this time, when their relationship is desired, that these'
advantages shOl~ld be taken to extort on them, when they

. could be supphed by the northward people at the usual
terms; and he positively desired to know the reason, and
when it might be expected to be remedied, that he might
inform the peop1e that might ask him. I gave him the fol-
lowing answers:

Friend Kiosola, it is true, it is hard just now; but our
great men have your welfare at heart as well as ours, and
will remedy that inconveniency as soon as possiLle-I hope
between this and fall. The reason is this: we used to buy
our goods from the poop]e in England; but the present di;-
pute hinders us fi:om that now; but the people of Canada
bought a great deal of goods from them last year, and have
not yet sold them all; and we bought none, therefore arc
scarce; and f(Jr the future neither the Canadians nor us will
buy any more EnfIJish goods till these disputes are settled;
but have sent to France and other parts, and that I am of
opinion against fall they will be both plentifully and reason-
ably supplied, and I hope they would not be uneasy.

I inquired his reasons for not proceeding with the big belt
last fall. He says he was disappointed by Captain Pipf
who was to have met him at the .Moravian Town, as Mr:
Gibson told him, but did not; then, he says, Mr. G-ibsD:lI
promised to send two of the Delawares from Newcomer's
Town to him at the Wyandot Town, to go with him; but
after his waiting there teo days, and. seeing no like]ihood of
their coming, he th?ught it too difficult to attempt alone,
and resolved on commg back. He says he called some of
the Wyandots together, and charged them to be careful of
their young men, and see that they did no mischief; and
that he sent a message by a Wyandot man to the western
tribes to inform them that there had been a Council here
and that what was said was very good; and that the me~,~
senger was to go by the Picts, and then to the Northern
tribes, and relate what he was charged with. I then told
him that the accounts that went to Phil<ldelphia were, that
he was stopped, and that the Northern tribes had threatened
to cut the big belt in pieces if he offered to proceed; an
which, he sa.ys, is false, and that they said nothing of the
kind, but seemed quite wen pleased. I then asked how
lVIr. Gibson came to be threatened by Logan. He says it
was a report that came to the 1Vyandot Town by a ]}linU'o
man, and he thought it might be so; therefore had w~d
sent to Mr. Gibson for fear, and that he might take care.

I called on Mr. McKee the 1st ultimo, and informed him
that I had accounts of t,:"o messengers from Niagara, and
that they had letters wlllch I supposed must be for him'
wh!ch I expected to be informed of on their arrival, and
thOIr embassy, and the contents of the letters, so far as they
respected the good of the United Colonies; which he pro-
mised I should. On their arrival, Mr. McKee went to Colo.
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nel Croghan's, and there received his letter and the other
mess:.Jges already mentioned. Mr. Croghan, being chair-
man of the Committee, wrote to Mr. Thomas Smallman
and Mr. John Campbell, to call on Mr. JJ[cKee to see his
letter, and take his parole that he would not leave the
neighbourhood of Pittsburgh till the next meeting of the
Committee, which is to be on the 16th instant. It was shown
to me, and my attendance desired, with Captain lYeville to be
present. We all attended, and Mr. Smallman gave Mr. iUc-
Kee the letter from the Chairman. And on Mr. Smallman's
demanding Mr. ~McKee's k'lter, he immediately complied,
and gave it. It was read by Mr. Smallman, Campbell, and
myself. His parole was then demanded, as above, which he
complied with, and I forbade his sending any despatches,
or doing anOybusiness with the Indians, without my know-
ledge, before Captain Neville, Messrs. Smallman and Gray-
son; which he promised also not to do. Mr. McKee ob-
served that the spring business is now on, and his presence
necessary at his farm; he expected he would be allowed to
go to and from it till then, which was allowed by both
Messrs. Campbell and Smallman. I cannot help reflecting
a little On the proceedings against that gentleman, who
really behaved very well on the occasion; for after they had
agreed that he might go to and from his farm, on his parole,
Mr. Campbell made a verbal demand the next morning of
his parole in writing,which Mr. JJ[cKee looked upon as an
unbecoming demand, as they had agreed to each other's de-
mands and requests the day before, and that it had some
design rather to offend, or put Mr. JJ[cKee to take measures

" (by straining their authority) that are quite unnecessary, if
they proceed in a decent manner; and their taking those ill-
marked steps may not have the effect that true friends to
their country would wish; we therefore told Mr. Campbell
that, when the Committee called on him in writing, he must
answer them in writing also. I cannot help thinking there
is more ill-nature than is necessary shown to that gentle-
man, as he is detained here ever since. I look upon it a
little impolitick hindering him to speak to these Indians at
this time, as there might still be some of the Committee or
myself present, where anything might be said with safety,
as a speech might be preconcerted that would save an ap-
pearances of our suspicion of their intending any harm, at
the same time that proper care would be taken that they
should do none. And I must say, in justice to Mr. JJicKee,
that I have not seen one act that discovered an inimical in-
tention to this country, as he might have done mischief,
had he been so inclined, and gone where he would be ca-
ressed for it. Sir, this is not my single opinion, but of seve-
ral respectable inhabitants of this country; and furtber, that
he has been much more quiet than some others that would
fain be thought great friends now. I cannot but think, sir,
that Mr. JJkKee should have been prohibited doing any In-
dian business long ago, as it was reasonable to think that
as long as he \vas not, there would be some directions to
him, if but to try his attachment, and it would have kept
those northward messengers from amongst our Indians, who
are set a stir by any speech from any quarter.

April 9th.- This day 1\11'.John Gibson arrived with seve-
ral Shawnees, to whom Captain Neville spoke, and informed
them that to-morrow he would receive the white prisoners
and the slaves. Fur other accounts relative to them, I refer
you to Mr. Gibson, who writes by this express, which I
have detained fourdays for his coming. I intend to address
them to the same purport that I have the Dclawares, as
soon as Mr. Gibson has done the business with them.

Sir, there has been a survey made by Colonel TViZli~m
Crawford, of the long island, about four miles below this
place, in the Ohio, for John Marvie and Charles Syms, Esqrs.,
and Captain John Neville, which is a direct preach of the
treaty of Port Stanwix, and the treaty here last filll; and
the consequences are much dreaded by many people of these
palis, as it is a precedent that will be apt to be followed
by many; and that it will furnish the officers of the Crown,
now going to treat with the Indians, with arguments that
may tend much to the dishoilour and disadvantage of the
Colonies, as we should be punctual in observing our treaties
with them, if we expect they should witl} us. I tbought it
my duty to acquaint you of it, that such steps may be
taken as you may think proper to direct, to prevent any
further proceedings of the kind, or any mischief that might
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follow; as I am sure that John Montour will paint it to our"
disadvantage on his return, as he claims it by virtue of his
father's claim as an Indian, and it has been often talked of
by CWJtologa, Captain Pipe, and other Indians. When an
attempt was made to improve it by same white man, and
John JJ;[ontour proposed selling his right of it, they said
it was not to sell it, that JJlontour was allowed to improve
it, but, as an Indian, he might settle it, or any other part of
their land.

Dear sir, I am obliged to renew the request of a little
ammunition, as I find that all messengers expect a little, by
way of provision for their return home. Captain Neville
has let me have a little for the Onondaga and Mohawk
men; and if I should refuse them, it not only implies a dis-
trust, but exposes our poverty. As to other things, I can still
get, though high. A smith is very much wanted. I hope
you will be so kind as to give me directions, per return of
this express, concerning these matters. I hope, sir, you
will not take amiss my reminding you that a strict attention
to Indian affairs is absolutely necessary, as the peace of tile
frontier country depends on their being quiet; and to the
contrary, if we should be disturbed or driven, we must then
oppress the interior part, that is too much distressed already.
I have sent, some time past, for George Allen, and expect
him every day. As soon as he receives his present, I shall
take the first opportunity to infom1 you and the Assembly
of it.

I have just called on Mr. Gibson, and informed him of
my having your authority for superseding him; and when
he had done the business that he had with these Indians,
(which I understood is on account of the Virginia Commis-
sioners,) it was your directions to me to let him know he
was to do no more Indian business here. He then told me
he would set off to Philadelphia, and would take these de-
spatches; but thinking be would probably be detained some
days on the road, and for other reasons, I thought it most pru-
dent to send the express, as these matters ought to be laid
before you as early as possible.

Dear sir, I hope you will be so kind as to give my most
respectful compliments to Doctor ~Pranklin; and be assured
that I will use my utmost endeavours for the service of the
Colonies.

I am, sir, with all due respect, your most obedient, hum-
ble servant ,

RICHARD BUTLER,
Agent and Interprete7'.

To Colonel James Wilson.

P. S. I am sorry to inform you that party spirit prevails
here as much as ever; flnd, indeed, through the country in
general. I could say much more on this subject, but as I
am convinced of your friendship, I am determmed to do my
duty, and say nothing about these matters, as I know how
they stand in your opinion, as well the authors of the dis-
putes as the abetters.

Kiosola talks of visiting the honourable the Congress, if
agreeable, this summer. Shall be glad to know if so.

R.B.

COLONEL JOHN BUTLER TO ALEXANDER McKEE.

Niagara, February 29, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I wrote you the 20th ultimo, acquainting YOll
I was glad of the opportunity to infol'ITlyou I was appoint-
ed to the care and charge of the Indian Department, in Co-
lonel Johnson's absence. He has desired me to write you
to meet me here at this place; and it is Colonel Caldwell's
orders, and mine, that you attend a meeting we propose to

"

hold at Niagara the beginning of next May. Your know-
ledge in the Indian affairs; your hitherto undoubted zeal for
his Majesty's service, and the duty you owe to Government,
makes your presence absolutely necessary at this place on
or before the time above-mentioned; and as I now under-
stand the Indian, who was to carry the same, has not pro-
ceeded to you, have hired an Onondaga Indian to carry this
on purpose; by whose return I will expect your answer; in
which I expect you will be kind enough to inform of any-
thin~ worth notice that you may know respecting the pro-
ceedrngs of tlle Rebels your way. Wehave nothing worth
notice to mention to you, only the reduction of Montreal by
the Rebels, the pa.iculars of which you must, long ere now)
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have been informed of. Please make my compliments to
Colonel Croghan.

I remain, dear sir, your most humble servant,
J OlIN BUTLER.

To Mr. Alexander McKee, Deputy Agent of Indian Af-
fairs, Fort Pitt.

P. S. I have much more to say to you than the compass
of this paper will admit of; but must defer it, on account of
the precariousness of the times, until I have the pleasure of
seeing you; and will expect you will give an invitation to a
few of the Chiefs in your neighbourhood to attend the meet-
ing at the time appointed.

.
The bearerhas orders to give

notice to all the Indians he may see. J. B.
The above is a true copy, taken by

RICHARD BUTLER.

[No. 1.) Speech to KIOSOLA.

BROTH~R: As you are called on by your nation, and by
the head-men of Niagara, we think it very right that you
go to hear what they have to say, as it is highly proper that
men of sense should be at such meetings; and, as you
know the sense of your brethren there last fall, and their
charge to you, and all the tribes. that were present, to
hearken to no speeches that tend to disturb the peace of
the country, we hope YOll will not forget it; and that you
will stop your ears to anything contrary from either one
party or the other; and as we expect to hear from the
great Council-fire at Philadelphia, we hope to see you soon
back there again. We also think it very proper that you
take the great belt and speech with you, and show it to the
Six Nation!, and the Northern tribes that will be there, and
explain to them fully, that they may know the sentiments of
the United Colonies; and that, at this return, we will be
glad to know their opinion.

RICHARD BUTLER, Agent and Interpreter.

[No. 2.] Speech to KIOSOLA.

BROTHER: The Commissioners for the thirteen United
Colonies, being assured of your sincerity as a friend to the
publick, in general, and your just intention of keeping peace
amongst the different tribes of Indians, and with your
brethren of these Colonies, they express a desire that you
wiJl not be prevailed upon to take any part with either one

. party or another, that might tend to break the bonds of
friendship that now subsists between us and the Six Nations,
and the tribes to the northward and westward; and that
you will use your endeavours, as a fiimd to both us and
them, to continue in that path of peace and friendship that
has been walked in so many years. Your brothers at the
great Council-fire at Philadelphia have sent you, by me,
this small token of their regard for you, and hope you will
wear it, and remember them; and they will expect to see
you as soon as convenient again, and renew the ties of
friendship between them and you, and the whole of their
brethren. There will be messengers sent to the different
tribes, when they want to meet them.

RICHARD BUTLER, Agent and Interpreter.

[No.3.] Speech to the DELAWARES.
BROTHERS: I take this opportunity to inform you that

your old brothers at the great Council-fire at Philadelphia,
for the Thirteen United Colonies, have appointed me to re-
side at Pittsburgh, to take care of the Council-fire that they
made for them and you to smoke by, at this place, last fall,
where you may always come in safety and peace.

I am, also, to receive your speeches, and deliver you
theirs; therefore, anything you want to relate to your old
brothers at the great Council-fire, I will send it to them
carefilIly. I am desired to inform you that they expect you
will hold fast the great belt of peace and friendship that you
both took hold of last fall, and that you will not let it slip
out of your hands, but consider us and you as one people;
and that you wi1Inot hearken to any speech that the Com-
mandants of either Detroit or Niagara may' send amongst
you by either Englishman, Frenchman, .or Indian, as they
only mean to deceive you; but that you will sit still and
enjoy peace. ~

You may depend that your old brothers will supply you
with goods and ammunition plentifulIy, and on reasonabl~

terms, very soon, as they have your welfare at heart as well
as their own; and when you want to hear from the great
Council-fire, or to inform them of anything, your messenger;;
shall always be treated with friendship, when they come
here on any publick business.

Your old brothers at the great Council-fire expect to
hear how the people of your nation, that were not present,
like what was said to the heads of the tribes here last falI,
and hope their opinion of it is good, and that their hearts are
as disposed to peace and friendship as ours.. RICHARD BUTLER.

COMMITTEE OF WEST-AUGUSTA TO PENNSYLVANIA DELE-
GATES.

[Read April 22, 1776.]

Fort Pitt, or West-Augusta, April 9, 1776.

Present: Major Thomas Smallman, lVIr. John Campbell,
Mr. John Gibson, and Mr. Joshua Wright.

Major Smallman communicated to the Committee a letter
he had received from Colonel Croghan; also, a letter, dated
February 29th, from Colonel Butler, at Niagara, Agent for
the IndianAffairs in that department, to Alexander klcKet,
Esq., the Agent at this place; by which it appears that a
treaty was intended to be held in behalf of the Ministry th[~
beginning of next month, at Niagara; and that Colonel
Butler and Colonel Caldwell ordered Captain kIcKee's at-
tendance and assistance in that behalf:

It is, therefore, Resolved, That Mr. Alexander kIcKee h~
required to give his parole, in writing, that he will not trans-
act any business with the Indians in behalf of the Crown or
Ministry; that he will not, directly or indirectly, corres-
pond with any of the Crown or Ministerial officers, nor
leave the neighbourhood of Fort Pitt, without the consent of
the Committee of West-Augusta; and, on his refusal to do so,
that he be committed a close prisoner till the General Con-
gress be acquainted, and direct what further is to be done.

Resolved, That a copy of the above Resolve, a copy of
Mr. McKee's Parole, and a copy of Colonel John Butler's
Letter to Captain kIcKte, be sent to the Delegates of this
Colony in Congress.

A true copy: TaoMAs SMALLMAN, Chairman.

ALEXANDER lVIcKEE'S Parole.

WEST-AuGUSTA:
I, Alexander ~McKee, Deputy Agent for the Indian Affitirs

for the District of Fort Pitt, do hereby promise and engage
that I wi1I not transact any business with the Indians on
behalf of the Crown or Ministry; that I wilI not, directly
or indirectly, correspond with any of the Crown or Ministe-
rial officers, nor leave the neighbourhood of Fort Pitt, with-
out the consent of the Committee of Wfest-Augusta.

Given under my hand, at Pittsburgh, this ninth day of
April, 1776. A. McKEE,

Deputy Agent for Indian Affairs.

THOMAS SMALLMAN, Chairman.A true copy:

CAPTAIN STEPHENSON TO GENERAL PUTNAM.
Staten-Island, April 8, 1776.

MAY IT PI,EASE YOUR HONOUR: Yesterday, about ten
o'clock in the forenoon, the ship Savage, and the James, a
pilot-boat, came up the Sound, under cover of a thick fog, to
the watering-place on this Island. Each sent a boat, with
eleven men, to take in water; of which I received intelli.
~nce, and prepared to attack them. They received inform-
ation of our approach, and a signal gun was fired for their
retreat, which they endeavoured to effect under cover of a
brisk and almost .constant fire from the Savage; but beinrT
closely pursued, were obliged to leave behind them on~
standard, one musket, one boat, twenty-seven iron-bound
barrels, one cable, anchor and buoy, one speaking trumpet,
one iron pot, and two watch-coats; ten men were taken
prisoners in the boat and in the water, attempting to make
their escape, (one of whom is wounded;) one man being
shot, fell into the water, and two others fen on board, of
which we are confident; many were wounded; but as I

.
cannot inform you with certainty, you will please refer to
four deserters, who came ashore last night from the PheniJ:,
for better information.

Two boys belonging to New:".York, who went on board
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JOHN LLOYD TO JOHN SLOSS HOBART.

Queen's Village, April 8, 1776.

SIR: As the affairs of my uncle, Henry Lloyd, Esq., re-
specing his estate, have come to my care, his particular situa-
tion renders it necessary that something should be done that
his interest may not go to destruction; which I should be
glad to prevent, by affording alI the assistance in my power,
provided I can do it with safety to myself. My uncle, you
know, sir, is under the censure of the pubEck, and so far
considered an unfriendly man to his country, as, I think,
renders it unsafe for any one to transact business for him
without the permission of the higher powers in this matter.
I tak!:Jthe liberty of asking your advice respecting the pro-
priety of applying to the Provincial Congress for consent in
this affair. At the same time, should be obliged for your
opinion how far I may engage in these matters, until I can
obtain fulI power to act. Our situation is as much exposed
to the enemy as any in the Sound, and I think this circum-
stance alone will be an argument that something should be
done with his interest, especially stock, which I propose sel-
ling if leave can be obtained. If my ideas of this matter
should agree with yours, I should be much obliged if you
would write to Mr. Treadwell, who, I suppose, is now at
Congress, and request the favour of him to lay the matter
before the House as soon as he thinks proper. I should be' The whole when completed wiII be so far towards com-
glad it might be sOon. pleting the general plan.

I ain your very humble servant, I am your Honour's most obedient servant,
JOHN LLOYD, JUN. J. WATERS, JUN.

To Governour Trumbull.

'*'

the Black-Joke on Saturday, and were towed in their canoe
by the James to the watering-place yesterday morning, and
landed, are suspected to be the persons who gave the ship's
crew notice that the riflemen were approaching, and are,
therefore, made prisoners; they inform that Messrs. Wea-
therhead and Wallace, of New- York, frequently go on board
the Phenix, from Long-Iswnd. 1 have undertaken to send
Darby Doyle, as a prisoner, for selling provisions to, and
holding correspondence with the enemy.

I have the pleasure to inform your Honour, that the offi-
cers and soldiers under my command behaved in the late little
skirmish with a spirit an.d conduct becoming advocates for
liberty. I am to acknowledge myself obliged to Captain
Rawlings, his officers and men, for the assistance they pre-
pared to'lend us, by crossing the river, in the most expedi-
tious manner. A list of the prisoners will be delivered by
Lieutenant Finley, to whom I beg leave to refer your Ho-
pour for further particulars.

I have the pleasure to subscribe myself your Honour's
most obedient, humble servant, H SUGH TEPHENSON.

JOHN BLACKLER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

. Esopus, April 8, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: I looked on the discharge which you were

sO kind as to send to the Committee of Safety here, as suffi-
cient to enable me to seek for my living on any part of the
Continent; but find to the contrary, as they have insisted
on my proceeding to New- York. I willingly complied with
your orders; as such, flatter myself I shall be so happy as to
receive by the bearer a discharge, as I am still a prisoner,
only with the liberty of the town.

I am, gentlemen, with respect, your very humble servant,
JOHN BLACKLER.

To the Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress, New-York.

THOMAS WICKES TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Huntington, April 8,1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have just received intelligence that a
fleet of thirty sail of square-rigged vessels have been seen off
between Cray-Neck and Eaton's Neck; and we thought it
best to send you the earliest intelligence. We shall watch
their motions, and as soon as we can discover their motions,
we shall send you further intelligence. Weare mustering
our Militia, and shall do the best in our power.

Weare, gentlemen, your humble servants,
THOMAS WICKES, Chairman.

P. S. About seven o'clock in the evening we received
the intelligence.

GENERAL THOMAS TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 16, 1776.)

Albany, April 8, 1776.

SIR: I received your favour of the 6th of March with
the directions of Congress to proceed to Canada. I~ con-
sequ~nce of which I left Roxbury the 22d, forAlbany, where
I amved the 28th. I have been detained on account of the
lakes being impassable; but am in hopes boats may pasa in
a few days. I shall take the very first opportunity.

I am sorry to find the troops so backward; I understand
ma~y of the regiments are very incomplete as to number, es-
pecIally those?f New- York and New-Engwnd. I cannot find
the whole, whlCh may be expected to form the Anny in Ca-
nada, will amount to five thousand, while I expect Montreal
and the pos,tson our way, will require near one thousand; and
should a re'inforccment of the enemy arrive before we get
possessionof Quebeck, considering the smallness of our num-
ber, some disagreeable consequence must ensue. ForCana-
da, ~e ca.nnotexp~ct to be able to call in any assistance fi'om
the mhabltants, as III tl?e other qolonies, ~n any emergency.
I hope the Congress wIll take thIs matter mto consideration
whether the number mentioned is sufficient to resist th~
force that our enemy will be likely to send that way. I am
not at present able to make any regular return of the state
of the Army in that quarter, but shall, as soon as it possibly
can be done. I understan~ by General Schuyler, that he
has made some representatlon to Congress on this matter;
therefore shall, on my part, pursue every measure that is in
my power for the good of the common cause.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

J OHN THOMAS.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

RIDGEFIELD (CONNECTICUT) COMMITTEE.

Ridgefield, April 8, 1776.

Josiah Stebbins, Benjamin Hoyt, Thomas Smith John
Dauchy, Ebenezer Smith, Ezeki~:l Wilson, and Eb~nezer
Sherwood, of the Township of Ridgefield, in the County
of Fairfield, and Colony of Connecticut, were broup-htbe-
fo~et~e. C?mmittee o[ sai? Township? as being.suspe~ted of
bel?g m.lmlcalto the lIbertIesof Amerzca; and, upon exami-
natIon, It appeared to the Committee that they are inimical'
t? the Jiberties of America; ~nd all persons are hereby de-
sIred to have no mOre dealmgs or commerce with them'
otherwise they will be held up as inimical, and dealt with
accordingly.

By order of the Committee:
SAMUEL OLMSTED, Chairman.

J. WATERS, JUN., TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-London, April 8, 1776.

Agreeable to your Honour's desire, I have hereto subjoin-
ed ~sketch of th,e outline of t~e fir,stwork we propose com-
pletmg on Shaw.~ Neck. I thmk It advisable to have these
completed forthwith, and shall accordingly endeavour to ac-
complish the same. Five hundred men might be employed
to advantage. It may be well to have a number of single
platforms immediately completed, as, should we afterwards
choose a full platform, these will not come amiss. We em-
ploy about fifty men per day on the works.
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ADMIRAL HOPKINS TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 16,1776.]

Ship Alfred, New-London Harbour, April 9, 1776.

SIlt: When I put to sea, the 17th February, from Cape-
Henlopen, we had many sick; and four of the vessels had

-a large number on board with the small-pox. The Hornet
:and Wasp joined me two days before. The wind came at
northeast, which made it unsafe to lie there. The wind,
after we got out, came on to blow hard. I did not th!nk
we were in a condition to keep on a cold coast, and appomt-
ed our rendezvous at Abaca, one of the Bahama Islands.
The second night, we lost the Hornet and Fly.

I arrived at the rendezvous, in order to wait for them fif-
teen days, agreeable to orders. I then formed an expedi-
tion arrainst New-Providena, which I 1lUt in execution the
3d of'iYlarch, by landin~ two hundred marines; under the
command of Captain !>.icholas, and fifty sailors, under the
command of Lieutenant ~Vem:er, of the Cabot, who was
wdl acquainted there. The same day, they took posses-
sion of a small fort of seventeen pieces of cannon, without
any opposition, save five guns, which were fired at them
without doing any damage.

I received, that evening, an account that they had two
hundred and odd men in the main fort, all inhabitants. I
then caused a manifesto to be published, the purport of
which was, that the inhabitants and their property should
be safe, if they did not oppose me in taking possession of
the fort and King's stores; which had the desired effect,
for the inhabitants left the fort almost alone.

Captain Ni<;holas sent, by my order", to the Governour
for the keys of the fort, which were delivered, and the troops
marched directly in, where we found the several warlike
stores, agreeable to the inventory enclosed. nut the Go-
vernour sent one hundred and fifty barrels of powder off,
in a small sloop, the night before. I have all the stores
on board the fleet, and a large sloop that I found there, and
which I have promised the owner to send back, and pay
him hire for.

The Fly joined us at Providence, and gave an account
that he got foul of the Hornet, and carried away the boom
and head of h8r mast; and I hear since, she has got into
some port of South- Carolina.

I have tal\len the Govel1lour, -Montfort Browne; the Lieu-
tenant-Governour, who is a half-pay officer; and Mr. Thomas
Irving, who is a Counsellor and Collector of his Majesty's
Quit-Rents in South-Carolina; and it appears, by the Court
Calendar, that he is also Inspector-General of his Majesty's
Customs for North-America.

Since we came out, we have lost company with the Wasp.
The 4th instant, we fell in with, on east end of Lon If-Island,
and took the schooner commanded by young Tfallace, of
six carriage-guns and eight swivels; and on the 5th, took the
bomb brig, of eight guns and two howitzers, ten swivels and
forty-eight hands, well found with all sorts of stores, arms,
powder, &c. The 6th, in the morning, fell in with the
Glasgow and her tender, and engaged her near three hours.
We lost six men killed, and many wounded. The Cabot
had four men killed, and seven wounded; the Captain is
among the latter. The Columbus had one man who lost
his arm. We recejved a considerable damage in our ship;
but the greatest was in having our wheel-ropes and blocks
shot away, which gave the Glasgow time to make sail, which
I did not think proper to follow, as it would have brought
on an action with the whole of their fleet; and as I had
:upwards of thirty of our best seamen on board the prizes,
and some that were on board had got too much liquor out of
the prizes to be fit for duty, thought it most prudent to give
O\'er the chase, and secure our prizes; and got nothing but
the Glasgow's tender, and arrived here the 7th, with all the
fleet.

Amongst the dead are Mr. Sinclair Seymour, master of
the Cabot, a good officer; Lieutenant Wilson, of the Cabot,
and Lieutenant Fitzpatrick, of the Alfred. The officers all
behaved well on board the Alfred; but too much praise can-
not be given to the officers of the Cabot, who gave and sus-
tainedthe whole fire, for some considerable time, within
pistol-shot.

I expect to leave this place in three or four days; and as
General Washington is expected here every minute, if he
will give mele~ve to inlist some of his men, shall be able
,~oget away sooner.

I hear that, since the action, the fleet is gone from New-
port; but whether they intend to return again, I cannot t~lI ;
but if I can get the fleet wel! manned, shall be able to gIve
a more intelligent account.

I have now on board eighty pieces of heavy sail-dud~,
which I purchased at New-Providence, and have drawn bills
on the Treasurers for.

I am, with great respect, your humble servant,
ESEcK HOPKINS.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the
Continental Congress.

Inventory of Stores, 8{c., taken at FORT MONTAGUE,
MARCH 3, 1776.

17 cannon, from 9 to 36-pounders; 1240 round shot;
121 shells; 81 iron trucks, for carriages; 22 copper hoop~ ;
2 copper powder-measures; 1 worm; 1 ladle; some old
iron, copper, and lead.

Stores taken at FORT NASSAU,MARCH 4, 1776.

71 cannon, from 9 to 32-pounders; 15 mortars, from 4
to 11 inches diameter, and beds for ditto; 5337 shells;
9831 round, and 165 chain and double-headed shot; 140
hand grenadoes; 816 fuses or false fires; 99 sponges, ram-
mel'S, and worms; 46 copper ladles; 407 copper hoops; 5
copper powder-measures;

.

220 iron trucks, for carriages; 3
bells; 24 casks of powder; a quantity of match-rope, not
weighed; 2 double blocks, with brass sheafs; 1 scale beam;
1 hammer; 3 tanned hides; 2 boxes of tallow candles; 4
barrels of bread; 4 barrels of flour; 4 barrels of beef; part
of a cask of spirits; 1 sun-dial; and 1 English flag.

AD~nRAL HOPKINS TO GOVERNOUR TRU~IBULL.

Ship Alfred, at New-London, April 8, 1776.

HONm;RED SIR: Enclosed you have an inventory of
stores taken out of the two forts at New-Providence. I
have also the Governour, a Counsellor, (who is a half-pRY
officer,) and the Surveyor-General of the Customs for North-
America, on board. I shall be glad of your directions how
to dispose of them, as they are gentlemen that I think ought
to be well treated as prisoners.

I have likewise seventy odd prisoners, taken out of the
bomb brig, the schooner, and the Glasgow's tender, which
shall be glad of your directions respecting them.

If you should see General Washington, shall be glad to
get permission to inlist some of his soldiers, as I am very
short-handed.

I have a number of heavy cannon, taken out of the forts.
If you should have occasion for any of them, you will plea3e
give directions accordingly.

I am, with great respect, sir, your very humble servant,
ESECK HOPKINS.

To the Honourab]e Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour of
the Colony of Connecticut, at Lebanon.

COLONEL SALTONSTALL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-London, April 8, 1776, two o'clock, P. M.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: Commodore 1Iop-

kins, with the fleet and prizes, came this morning into tliis
harbour; and waiting on him aboard the Alfred, he desirf'd
me to write your Excellency, and ask the favour that he
might inlist, out of your troops, one hundred and fi~ty or
two hundred seamen; and if that number of seamen ]s not
to be had, complete the number with landsmen, to man the
fleet, as he is badly manned, and has more than fifty inva-
lids.

As to the number of ships in the fleet, and prizes, and
the late engagement, I must beg leave to refer your Excel-
lency to the bearer, Mr. James Price, who has been on
board the Commodore, and can, viva voce, give you a fuller
account than I can now write.

The Commodore has brought his Excellency_l1'Iontfi,rt
Browne, Esq., Governour of New-PTO'videncc, ThoTl'l:asj~.-
ving, Esq., a gentleman of the Council for South-Carolina,
and Receiver of the King's Quit-Rents, and James Bab-
bidge, Esq., Secretary of New-Providence, and a half-pay
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officer, (who are on their parole of honour on shore,) and
about seventy prisoners.

I am your Excellency's most obedient and most humble
servant, G. SALTONSTAT.L.
To His Excellency General Washington.

P. S. Enclosed you have an inventory of stores taken at
New-Providence.

DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER TO THE PRINTER OF

THE MARYLAND GAZETTE.

MR. GREEN: A report having been circulated through
different parts of this Province that a letter of mine to
Hugh lIamersley, Esquire, by Mr. Robert Buchanan, and
opened at Philadelphia by Colonel .McKean, Chairman of
the Committee of Inspection of that city, contained senti-
ments different liom those I had openly avowed; to re-
move every impression that such malicious reports may have
made, and to prevent their further circulation, you will be
pleased to give the enclosed copy of the letter referred to,
with the annexed certificate, a place in your paper, and
thereby oblige your humble servant,

DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER.

Annapolis, April 9, 17'76.

DEAR SIR: Herewith you wiII receive my agency ac-
counts, fi'om the 29th of September, 1773, to the 29th of
September, 1774; also, second sets of bills for eight hun-
dred and twenty-two pounds fourteen shillings and two
pence, and two hundred and thirty-three pounds two shil-
lings and nine pence.

The money that I lodged in your hands must be c\lrried
to the Propriet\lry accounts. I have charged him and his
guardians with it, in consequence of my letter to you on
that subject.

The official charge exhibited against me, * (ft'om Lord
Suffolk's office, I presume,) does not deserve an answer.

. However, as you seem to be under an apprehension that
the Proprietary interest may suffer from the part I have acted,
you have a copy of a letter from Governour Eden to me,
wherein you will perceive that some of the charges are refuted,
and the others accounted for. You know that I have open-
ly and avowedly opposed the Parliamentary right of altering
charters and levying money in America, without the con-
sent of its inhabitants; but I have nevertheless done every-
thing in my power to prevent the dissolution of the old Go-
vernment, and to keep things together as much,as possible,
hoping thereby to have been instrumental in bringing about
a reconciliation; but I fear the :Ministry, by late acts of Par-
liament, have rendered it very difficult now to be accom-
plished; though I confess that it is so much the interest of
both countries to be united, that I am not entirely destitute
of hope that it may yet be brought about. If this is not
effected, both countries will be ruined.

Captain Squire, in the Otter sloop, with two tenders,
lately invaded this Province, took several vessels, and burnt
one off this city. Our misfortunes were afflicting enough
before; but to add insult to them, required great fortitude to
bear.

I am, with gTeat truth, dear sir, your affectionate friend,
and obedient humble servant,.

DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER.

Your letter of the 3d of September was the last that I
received from you.

Philadelphill, May 3, 1776.

At the request of Mr. Jenifer, I went with him to Mr.
McKean, Chairman of the Committee of Inspection of this
<;ity,to inquire for a packet directed to Hugh Hamersley,
Esq., Spl'in~~Gardens, Westminster, under the care of Mr.
Robert Buchanan, which the Committee had taken into their.ABSTRACT OF A LETTER FROM II. RAMERSLEY.

JULY 30, 1775.-LittJe would be my pretensions to the friendship and
regard I profess, were I to conceal the information given to the guardians,
not from the Governour or his adherents, uut officially here, "that you
are at present one of the warmest Patriots in the Province; that General
Lee (who is considered as in actual rebellion) was lodged, and liv~d with
yCJu in his late visit to Maryland; that yon voted for the Delegates to
the Congress, and went to PMlaaelphia to attend tbeir moti.ons." In
the present critical situation of .lJmerican charters, I wish you woulJ
enable me to refute the charge.

possession for inspection. Mr. McKean illformed Mr. Jenifer
that the packet was opened by him in the presence of several
members of the Committee, in which was a letter to Mr.
Hamersley; that he read said letter, and then sealed it with
his own seal, and that no other person read the said letter.
Mr. Jeni.fer then said that he would have written a line on
the back of the packet, directing it to be sealed again and
forwarded, if he had expected that it would have been open-
ed, as it contained nothing that could give offence. Vpon
which Mr. M~cJ{ean assured Mr. Jenifer, that there was
nothing in the letter that would not do him honour any-
where.

At Mr. Jen~rer's reguest, I opened the above-mentioned
packet and letter to Mr. Hamersley, and certify that the
above is a true copy, taken by me.

JOHN CADWALLADER.

SAMUEL PURVIANCE, JUN., TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Baltimore, April 9, 1776.

SIR: At the request of General Lee, I directed a friend
at Fredericktown to supply any money which might be
wanted by Captain Grier, commander of a detachment be-
longing to the General, on their march to Virginia, which
money he told me the Congress would reimburse. :My
friend Colonel Beatty supplied Captain Grier with fifty
pounds, pursuant to my order, the receipt for which I have
enclosed to my friend Mr. Daniel Stuart, who is concerned
with me in the superintendence of the frigate building here,
and I have directed him to call on you for orders where to
receive the money.

I am informed that Captain Grier's Company being
seized by the small-pox, he was obliged to leave about fifty
of them at Yorktown to be inoculated. I shall direct a
friend there to snpply anything they want, unless some other
provision is made for the purpose; and shall be glad to know
where I may apply for reimbursement, without giving you
unnecessary trouble.

I am, with great respect, sir, yonr very humble servant,
SAM1TEL PURVIANCE, JUN.

To the Honourable John llancock.

GER!tRD HOPKINS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, April 9, 1776.

DEAR SIR: You desired I would inform you how the
forty-three barrels of powder came to the possession of Mr.
McLure, and whether the powder which came from Phila-
delphia was imported or manufactured in Pennsylvania. I
am sorry it is not in my power to render you a proper
account. The powder received ft'Om Mr. A'IcLure is, from
the best information I can get, thirty-four barrels--c.ame
from Philadelphia, which was imported. The remainder
of the forty-three was bought here by the Committee, and
now for the Province. The other seventy barrels came
from Philadelphia, without any account therewith; and I
cannot get any information from the Committee here. The
people who brought it could not give any account, only that
it was put in their care from Bnshtown. Captain Tibbet
was here a few days ago, and he informed me eighteen and
a half barrels of the seventy were some he brought; and
he further said the other was imported.

I have received some osnaburgh and hessing rolls, from
Lnx Sf Bowly, and also twelve large rolls of lead.

I informed the Council of the quality of the powder. I
also informed them of one hundred and nineteen pieces
hessing, instead of one hundred and forty-nine. I note what
you say in regard to the receipts and deliveries.

,lam, sir, your very humble servant,
GERARD HOPKINS.

To the Honourable Council.of Safety of Maryland.

THOMAS SMITH TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Chestertown, April 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Captain Veazey, as well as some other of
the independent Captains on this shore, are very uneasy that
they are not yet furnished with any arms or ammunition,
more especially as they understand the troops on the 1Vest-
em-Shore are generally well armed, and provided with
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clothes. I am surprised that the arms, &c., which the Coun~
cil determined before I left them to order from Balt.imore to
this place, for the use of the Eastern-Shore, are not yet ar-
rived. I am fearful some accident has happened to !hem.
I have been told that the Militia on this shore begin to be
dissatisfied that they have not some proportion of ammuni-
tion sent them. I hope there is some on its way before
now.

Since my return home, I have purchased of the gunsmith
in this town ten rifles, at five pounds each, which will be
ready to be delivered in two or three days, and ten more
may be had in about two weeks more. I have also bought
eighty pair of shoes for the troops, at seven shillings and nine
pence per pair; and if the Council would have me to con-
tract fi)r the two hundred pair which was talked about, I can
do it at ten shillings, and not under--{)f this they will please
to write me. Captain Veazey has bought as much cloth in
the County as will make eighty suits, and hopes to get as
much more as will clothe his whole company. If the Coun-
cil should not have procured blankets enough for the troops,
some may be had in this County. Mr. Cummings has not
yet sent an ounce of provision for the company quartered at
this place, notwithstanding his promises.

I propose joining the Council the last of next week, and
hope my attendance will not be wanted before; if it should,
they will please write to me. My long absence from home
makes my stay in the County for some time very necessary ;
but if the publick business calls, I will obey; and am, gen-
tlemen, with the greatest regard and respect, your most hum-
ble servant, T SHOMAS MlTH.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of j}laryland.

CAPTAIN SAMUEL SMITH TO MARYLAND corNCIL OF

SAFETY.

Baltimore Town, April 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Since my return I have made inquiry, and
found a person a professed stocker of guns, who will imme-
diately finish your number of guns at fifteen shillings each;
it is the customary price. The gunsmiths, as yet, do very
little work, and I see no probability of my company being
armed by them these three months. I shall be much obliged
if you will permit me to fit the Province arms I now have.
I shall not want more than fifteen or sixteen.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient and obliged servant,
SA~IUEL SMITH.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO WILLIAM LUX.

(No. 110.] Annapolis, April 9, 1776.

SIR: Be pleased to send us immediately, in Captain Ni-
cho~on's small tender, all the spare blankets, and two-third
parts of the linens imported in the WildrDuck, Captain
Tibbet. Show this to Captain Nicholson, and he will in
conseqllence of it despatch his tender with them.

We are, &c.
To Mr. William Lux, Baltimore.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE COllIM1TTEE OF
SAFETY OF VIRGINIA.

[No. 111.] Annapolis,seven o'clock,April 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We have, agreeable to the request in yours
of the 4th instant, forwarded the packet received by Sa-
muel Sol()mon, to the Honourable John IIancock, by an ex-
press. Weare, &c.

To the Committee of Safety of Virginia.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN CON-
GRESS.

[No. 112.] Annapolis, April 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We this moment received the enclosed,
which we have forwarded by express. You will be pleased
to acknowledge the time that it is delivered, and oblige, gen~
tlemen, YOllf, &c.

To the Delegates of Maryland, in Congress.

MARYLAND DELEGATES TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, April 9, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The bearer (Thomas Rhoads) is hired 011
purpose to carry our paper (fiJ'ty-one reams) to Annapolis,
for which we have advanced part of the price, and are tQ
pay the rest Qn his return. We chose to send the paper
by land at once, to avoid all hazard, and prevent eVer)T
disappointment. The plates are not yet done. Mr. Rit-
tenhouse now promises they shall be done by next Saturday;
and as the Assembly is adjourned, we hope he will fulfil his
promise. They shall be forwarded by the post, or some
safe hand, as soon as done.

'Ve are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,
THOiIrAS JOHNSON, JUN.,
T. STONE,
R. ALEXANDER.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

PHILADELPHIA COMMITTEE.

In Committee of Inspection and Observation,'Aprii 9, 1771t

Whereas the Continental Congress did lately resolve,
"That if any person shall be so lost to all virtue and re..
gard for this country, as to refuse the Bills of Credit emit-.
ted by the authority of Congress, or should obstruct or dis..
courage the currency thereof, and be convicted by the
Committee of the City, County, or District, where he should
reside, such person should be deemed, publislWd, and treated
as an enemy of this conn try, and be precJuded from all
trade or intercourse with the inhabitants of these Colonies:"

And whereas, Townsend Speakman, Druggist, of this city,
being charged with a breach of this resolve, in refusing to
receive the above Bills of Credit in payment, appeared be-
fore the Committee for the City and Liberties, acknowledged
the truth of the charge, and alleged, in his defence, scruples
of conscience thereupon, as being money emitted for tht~
purpose of war:

The Committee, pursuant to the trust reposed in them,
proceeded to consider the charge and defence, and were of
opinion, that if such allegation was true, yet, as the Con-
gress have made no exception, and as such conduct tends tQ
subvert the most essential rights and liberties of their fellow-
citizens, and, by destroying the means of defence, to expOSt~
their lives and properties to unavoidable ruin, it ought not to
be admitted. But it appears by his own acknowledgment,
that he has heretofore received, and does continue to receive,
Bills of Credit emitted in this and the neighbourinO' Pro-
vinces, though frequently issued for the purpose of war;
therefore, such objection is not well founded, nor the present
pretence consistent with his former conduct. This Com-
mittee, therefQre, (the party having declared he did not mean
to appeal to any other Board,) do unanimously hold up to
the WQfld the said Townsend Speakman as an enemy to his
country, and precluded from all trade or intercourse with thl~
inhabitants of these Colonies.

Ordered, That the above be published.
Extract from the Minutes:

J. B. SMITH, Secretary.

LETTER n.-TO CATO.
Philadelphia, April 9, ] 776.

Before I enter on the more immediate purpose of this
letter, I think it necessary, once for all, to endeavour to
settle, as clearly as I can, the following point, viz: How
far personality is concerned in any political debate. Th,~
general maxim is, that measures, and not men, is the thiwT
in question; and the maxim is unden

.

iably just when rightl~f
understood. Cato, as a refuge for himself, hath quoted t.li.~
author. of Common .~ens~, who, in h~s p~eface, says: "That
the object for attention IS the doctrme ItSelf, not the man ."
that is, not the rank Qf condition of the man; for wheth~r
he is with those whose fortune is aJready made, or with
those who~e fortune is yet to make, or among those who
seldom thmk or care whether they make any, is a matter
wholly out of the question, and entirely confined to himself:

~~t the politi~al characters, l?olitical dependencies, and po-
litical connectIons of men, bemg of a publick nature differ
exce~dingly fr?m the circumstances of private life; and they
are, III many mstances, so nearly related to the measures
they propose, that, to ~revellt ?ur being deceived by the
last, we must be acquamted wIth the first. A total igno-
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ranee of men lays us under the danger of mistaking plausi-
bility for principle. Could the wolf bleat like the lamb, the
stock would soon be enticed into ruin; wherefore, to prevent
the mischief, he ought to be seen as well as heard. There
never was, nor ever will be, nor ever ought to be, any
important political debate carried on, in which a total sepa-
ration, in all cases, between men and measures, could be
admitted with sufficient safety. When hypocrisy shaH be
banished from the earth, the knowledge of men will be un-
necessary, because their measures cannot then be £I'audu-
lent; but until that time comes, (which never will come,)
they ought, under proper limitations, to go together. We
have already too much secrecy in some things, and too little
in others. Were men more known, and measures more
concealed, we should have fewer hypocrites, and more
security.

As the chief design of these letters is to detect and ex~
pose the falsehoDds and fallacious reasonings of Gato, he
must not expect, when detected, to be treated like one who
had debated fairly; for I will be bold to say, and to prove,
that a grosser violation of truth and reason scarcely ever
came from the pen of a writer; and the explanations which
he hath endeavoured to impose on the passages which he
hath quoted from Gomnwn Sense, are such as never existed
in the mind of the author; nor can they be drawn from the
words themselves. Neither must Gato expect to be spared
where his carelessness of expression, and visible want of
compassion and. sentiment, shall give occasion to raise any
moral or philosophical reflection thereon. These things
being premised, I now proceed to review the latter part of
Gato's second letter.

In this place, Gato begins his first attack on Gommon
Sense; but as he only discovers his iJI-will, and neither
offers any arguments against it, nor makes any quotation
from it, I should, in this place, pass him by, were it not for
the followin~strange assertion: "Hlittle notice," says Gato,
(little opposItionhe means) "has yet been taken of the pub-
hcations concerning Independence, it is neither owing to the
popularity of the doctrine, the unanswerable nature of the
arguments, nor the fear of opposing them, as the vanity of
the author would suggest." As Gato hath given us the
negative reasons, he ought to have given us the real ones;
for as he positively tells what it was not owing to, he
undoubtedly knows what it was owing to, that he delayed
his answers so long; but instead of telling us that, (which,
perhaps, is not proper to be told,) he flies from the argu-
ment with the following plump declaration: "Nine-tenths
of the people of Pennsylvania (says he) yet abhor the doc-
trine." But stop, Gato! Not quite so fast, friend. If this
be true, how carne they, so late as the 2d of lJ;[archlast, to
elect, fora Burgess of this city, a gentleman of known inde-
pendent principles, and one of the very few to whom the
author of Gomm.onSense showed some part 'thereof while
in manuscript? Gato is just as unfortunate in the following
paragraph: "Those," says he, "who made the appeal,
(that is, published the pamphlet,) have but little cause to
triumph in its success. Of this they seem sensible, and, like
true quacks, are constantly pestering us with additional doses,
till the stomachs of their patients begin wholly to revolt."
It is Gato's hard fate to be always detected; for perhaps
there never was a pamphlet, since the use of letters was
known, about which so little pains were taken, and of which
so great a number went off in so short a time-I am certain
that I am within compass when I say one hundred and
twenty thoU'Sand. The book was turned upon the world
like an orphan, to shift for itself. No plan was formed to
support it; neither hath the author ever published a syllable
on the subject from that time till after the appearance of
Gato's fourth letter. Wherefore, what Gato says of addi-
tional doses administered bt the author, is an absolute falsity.
Besides which, it comes Wltq an ill-grace from one who fre-
quently publishes two letters in a week, and often pnts them
both into one paper. Gato here, Gato there, look where
you will.

At the distance of a few lines from the above quotations,
Gato presents us with a retrospective view of our former
state, in which, says he, "we considered our connection
with Great Britain as our chief happiness. We flourished,
grew rich and populous to a degree not to be paralleled in
history." This assertion is truly of the legerdemain kind,
appearing, at once, both right and wrong. All writers on

Cato's side have used the same argument, and conceived
themselves invincible. Nevertheless, a single expression,
properly placed, dissolves the charm, for the cheat lies in
putting the consequence for the callse; for had we not flour-
ished, the connection had never existed, or never been re-
garded: and this is fully proved by the negle,Ctshown to
the first settlers, who had every difficulty to struggle with,
unnoticed and nnassisted by the British Court.

C,ato proceeds very industriously to sum up the former
declarations of Congress and other publick bodies, (some of
which were made upwards of a year ago,) to prove that the
doctrine of Independence hath no sanction £I'omthem. To
this I shall give Gato one general answer, which is, that,
had he produced a thousand more such authorities, they
would now amount to nothing. They are out of date.
Times and things are altered. The true character of the
King was but little known among the body of the people a
year ago; willing to believe him good, they fondly called
him so, but have since found that Gato's Royal Sovereign
is a Royal Savage.

Gato hath introduced the above-mentioned long quotation
of authorities against Independency with the foIIO\vingcu-
rious preface: "Nor have many weeks (says he) yet elapsed
since the first open proposition for Independence was pub-
lished to the world. By what men of consequence this
scheme is supported, or whether by any, may possibly be
the subject of future inquiry. Certainly it hath no counte-
nance from the Congress, to whose sentiments we look up
with reverence. On the contrary, it is directly repugnant
to every declaration of that. respectable body." Now, Gato,
thou hast nailed thyself with a witness! Directly repug-
nant to every declaration of that respectable body! Mind
that, Gato, and mark what fol1ows. It appears, by an ex-
tract from the resolves of the Congress, printed in the front
of the Oration delivered by Dr. Smith in honour of that
brave man, General J"Ji[ontgamery,that he (the Doctor) was
appointed by that honourable body to compose and deliver
the same, in the execution of which, the Orator exclaimed
loudly against the doctrine of Independence; but when a
motion was afterwards made in Congress (according to for-
mer usage) to return the Orator thanks, and request a copy
for the press, the motion was rejected from every part of the
House, and thrown out without a division.

I now proceed to Gato's third letter, in the opening of
which he deserts the subject of Independence, and j"enews
his attack on the Committee. Gata's manner of writing
has as much order in it as the motion of a squirrel. He
frequently writes as if he knew not what to write next, just
as the oth~r; and jumps about only because he cannot
stand still. Though I am sometimes angry with him for
his unprincipled method of writing and reasoning, I can-
not help laughing at him, at other times, for his want of inge-
nuity-an instance of which he gives us in kindly warning
us against" the foul pages of interested writers, and stran-
gers intermeddling in our affairs." )Vere I to reply seriously,
my answer would be this: Thou seemest, then, ignorant,
Gato, of that ancient and numerous order which are related
to each other in all and every part of the globe-with whom
the kindred is not formed by place or accident, but in prin-
ciple and sentiment. A freeman, Gata, is a stranger no-
where; a slave, everywhere. But were I disposed to answer
merrily, I should tell him that, as his notions of friendship
were so very narrow and local, he obliges me to understand
that, when he addresses the people with the tender title of
"My dear Countrymen," (which frequently occurs in his
letters,) he particularly means the long list of lJ;[ackspub-
lished in Donald MacDonald's commission.

In this letter Gato recommends the pamphlet called Plain
Truth-a performance which hath withered away like a
sickly, unnoticed weed, and which even its advocates are
displeased at, and the author ashamed to own. About the
middle of this third letter Gato gives notice of his being
ready to take the field: "I now proceed (says he) to give
my reasons." How Gato hath managed the attack, we are
now to examine; and the first remark 1 shall offer on his
conduct, is, that he has most unluckily entered the list on
the wrong side, and discharged his first fire among the Tories.
In order to prove this, I shal1 give the paragraph entire.
"Agriculture and commerce (says Gafo) have hitherto been
the happy employments by which these Middle Colonies
have risen into wealth and importance. By them the face
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of the country has been changed from a barren wilderness
into the hospitable abodes of peace and plenty. Without
them we had either never existed as Americans, or existed
only as savages; the oaks would still have possessed their
natIve spots of earth, and never have appeared in the form
of ships and houses. What are now well-cultivated fields,
or flourishing cities, would have remained only the solitary
haunts of wild beasts, or of men equally wild." The rea-
der cannot help perceiving that, through this whole .para-
graph, our connection with Bri(ain is left entirely out of the
question, and our present greatness attributed to internal
causes-agriculture and commerce. This is a strange way,
Cata, of overturning Carnrnan Sense, which says: "I chal-
lenge the warmest advocate for reconciliation to show a
single advantage which this Continent can reap by being
connected with Great Britain. I repeat (says he) the
challenge. Not a single advantage is derived. Our corn
will fetch its price in any market in Eurape, and our im-
ported goods must be paid for, buy them where we will."
Cata introduces his next paragraph with saying, "That
much of our former felicity was owing to the protection of
England, is not to be denied." Yes, Cata, I deny it wholly,
and for the following clear and simple reasons, viz: that our
being connected with, and submitting to be protected by
her, made, and will still make, all her enemies our enemies;
or, as Carnman Sense says, sets us at variance with nations
who would otherwise seek our friendship, and against whom
we have neither anger nor complaint.

The following passage is so glaringly absurd, that I shall
make but a short comment upon it: "And if, bereafter,
(says Cata,) in the fulness of time, it shall be neccssary to
separate from the land that gave birth to (some of) our an-
cestors, it will be in a state of perfect manhood, when we
can fully wield our own arms, and protect our commcrce
and coasts by our own fleets." But how are we to come
by fleets, Cata, while Britain hath the government of the
Continent? unless we are to suppose-as you have hinted
in the former paragraph-that our oaks are to grow into
ships, and to be launched, self-built, from their" native spots
of earth." It is Cata's misfortune, as a writer, not to dis-
tinguish justly between magick and imagination; while, on
the other hand, there are many passages in his letters so se-
riously and deliberately false, that nothing but the most har-
dened effrontery, and a cast of mind bordering upon impiety,
would have uttered. He frequently forces me out of the. common track of civil language, in order to do him justice;
moderation and temper being really unequal to the task of
exposing him.

Cata, unless he meant to destroy the ground he stood
upon, ought not to have let the following paragraph be
seen: "If our present difference (says he) can be accom-
modated, there is scarc'3 a probability that Britain will ever
renew her late fatal system of policy, or attempt again to
employ force against us." How came Cata to admit the
probability of our being brought again into the same bloody
and expensive situation? But it is worth remarking, that
those who write without principle, cannot help sometimes
blundering upon truth. Then there is no real security,
Cata, in this reconciliation of yours on constitutional prin-
ciples? It still amounts to nothing; and, after all this ex-
pense of life and wealth, we are to rest at last upon hope,
hazard, and uncertainty. 'Why, then, by all that is sacred,
"it is time to part."

But Cato, after admitting the probability of our being
brought again into the same situation, proceeds to tell us
how we are to conduct ourselves in the second quarrel-and
that is, by the very same method we have done the present
one, viz; to expend millions of treasure, and thousands of
lives, in order to patch up a second reunion, that the way
may be open for a third quarrel; and in this endless and
chequered round of blood and treacherous peace hath Cata
disposed of the Continent of Arnerica. That 1 may not be
thought to do Cata injustice, I have quoted the whole pas-
sage: "But should Britain be so in£'ltuated (says he) at
any Juture period as to think of subjugating us, either by the

. arts of corruption, or oppressive exertions of power, can we
entertain a doubt but we shall again, with a virtue equal to
the present, and with the weapons of defence in our hands,
when necessary, convince her that we are willing, by a con-
stitutional connection with her, to afford and receive reci-
procal benefits; but although subjects of the samC King, we

will not consent to be her slaves." Come hither, ye little
ones, whom the poisonous hand of Cata is rearing for de-
struction, and remember the page that warns ye of your
ruin!

Cata, in many of his expressions, discovers all that calm
command over the passions and feelings which always dis-
tinbruishes the man who hath expelled them from his heart.
Of this careless kind is the before-mentioned phrase. "Our
present differences," and the same unpardonable negligence
is conveyed in the following one: "Although 1 consider her
(says he) as having, in her late conduct towards us, acted
the part of a cruel step-dame." Wonderful sensibility, in-
deed! An the havock and desolation of unnatural war; the
destruction of thousands; the burning and depopulating of
towns and cities; the ruin and separation of friends and
families, are just sufficient to extort from Cata this one cal-
lous confi,ssion. But the cold and creeping soul of Cata is
a stranger to the manly powers of sympathetick sorrow. He
moves not, nor can he move, in so pure an element. Ac-
customed to lick the hand that hath made him visible, and
to breathe the gross atmosphere of servile and sordid de-
pendance, his soul would now starve on virtue, and suffocate
in the clear region of disinterested friendship.

Surely, when Cata sat down to write he either did not'
expect to be caned to an account, or was totally regardle:3s
of reputation; otherwise, he would not have endeavoured to
persuade the publick that the doctrine ofIndependence was
broached, in a kind of seditious manner, at a time" when
(says he) some gleams of reconciliation beg~n first to break
in upon us." Come forth, Cata, and prove the assertion.
Where do these gleams of reconciliation spring from? Am
they to be found in the King's Speech ?-in the Address of
either House of Parliament ?--or in the Act which lets loo:,e
a whole kennel of pirates upon our property, and commis-
sions another set to insult, with pardons, the very men whom
their own measures had sought to ruin? Either prove the
assertion, Cata, or take the reward of it; for it is the part of
an incendiary to endeavour, with specious falsehoods, to
mislead the credulity of unwary readers. Cata likewi3c
says; "That, while we continue united, and renounce all
thoughts of Independence, we have the utmost assurance of
obtaining a full redress of our grievances, and an ample
security against any future violation of our just rights." If
Cat() means to insinuate that we have received such an
assurance, let him read the conclusion of the preceding
paragraph again. The same answer will serve for both.

Perhaps, when we recollect the long and unabated cruelty
of the British Court towards us, and remember the many
prayers which we have put up, both to them and for tlwm,
the following piece of declamation of Cata can hardly
be equalled, either for absurdity or insanity: "If we now
affect Independence, (says he,) we must be considered as a
faithless people in the sight of all mankind, and could
scarcely expect the confidence of any nation upon earth,
or look up to Heaven for its approving sentence." Art
thou mad, Cata, or art thou foolish? or' art thou both? or
art thou worse than both? In this passage, thou hast fairly
gone beyond me. I have not language to bring thee back.
Thou art safely intrenched, indeed! Hest, therefore, in
thy stronghold till he who fortified thee in it shall come
and fetch thee out.

Cata seems to be possessed of that Jesuitical cunning
which always endeavours to disgrace what it cannot dis-
prove; and this he sometimes effects by unfairly introducing
our terms into his arguments, and thereby begets a mon-
ster, which he sends round the country for a show, and tells
the good people that the name of it is Independence. Of this
character are several passages in his fourth and fifth letters,
particularly where he quotes the tetm "foreign assistance,"
which he ungenerously explains into a surrender of tile
Continent to France and Spain. Such an unfair and so-
phistical reasoner doth not deserve the civility of good man-
ners. He creates, likewise, the same confusion by frequently
using the word peace for union, and thereby charges us
falsely by representing us as being determined to "reject
all propositions of peace." Whereas our wish is peace, but
not reunion; and though we would glad]y listen to the fijr-
mer, we arc determined to resist every' proposal for the lat-
ter, come from \yhere it will; being fully persuaded that, in
the present state of affairs, separation of Governments is the
only and best thing that can be done for both countries.
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The following case is unjustly put: "There never was

a war (says Gato) so implacable, even among States natu-
ralJy rivals and enemies, or among Savages themselves, as
not to have peace for its object as well as end." But was
there ever a war, Gato, which had union for its objpct?
No. What Gato means by States naturally rivals and ene-
mies, I shall not inquire into; but this I know, (for myself
at least,) that it was not in the power of France or Spain,
or all the other powers in Europe, to have given such a
wound, or raised lip such a mortal hatred, as Britain hath
done. We feel the same kind of undescribed anger at her
conduct as we would at the sight of an animal devouring
its young; and this particular species of anger i~ not gene-
rated in the transitory temper of the man, but in the chaste,
undefiled womb of nature.

Gato, towards the conclusion of his third letter, (at which
place I shallleave him for the present,) compares the state
of Br/:tain and America to the quarrels of lovers, and fium
thence infers a probability that our affections will be re-
newed thereby. This I.cannot help looking on as one of
the most unnatural and distorted similes that can be drawn.
Come hither, ye that are lovers, or ye that have been
lovers, and decide the controversy between us! 'What com-
parison is there between the soft murmurs of a heart mourn-
ing in secret and the loud horrors of war-between the
silent tears of pensive sorrow and rivers of wasted blood-
between the sweet strife of affection and the bitter strife of
death-between the curable calamities of pettish lovers and
the sad sight of a thousand slain? "Get thee behind me,"
Gato, for thou hast not the feelings of a man.

THE FORESTER.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Tuesday, April 9,1776.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety:
Present: His Honour the Governour, his Honour the

Deputy-Governour, Jabez Ihtntington, Joshua HTest, Na-
thaniel Wales, Jun., Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

Voted, That an Order be drawn on the Pay-Table, in
favour of Captain Jonathan Lester, for one hundred Pounds,
for the purpose of building the Row-Galley at Norwich.
An Order was drawn April 9, 1776, and delivered to Cap-
tain Lester, for onc hundred Pounds.

the Brig Defence, and to render his Account. Order drawn
April 10, 1776, and delivered to Captain Bartram.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table, for two hundred and
fifty Pounds, in favour of Captain Edward ~fott, for the
Pay and Wages of the Company under his command, and
to render his Account. Order drawn April 10, 1776, and
delivered to Gaptain Bm'tram.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table, for two hundred and
fifty.Pounds, in favour of Captain John EIy, for Pay and
Wages of the Company under his command, and to render
his Account. Order drawn April 10, 1776, and delivered
to Captain Bartram.

Voted, That tho Men to be inlisted on board the Row-
Galley Whiting, shall be inlisted to be held in service until
the 1st day of December, 1776, unless discharged sooner by
proper authority.

Voted, To draw an Order on the Pay-Table, in favour
of William Greenough, and the rest of the Committee for
fitting out the Brig Defence, and building the Row-Galley
fVhiting, for the sum of seven hundred Pounds, and to ren-
der his Account. Order drawn 10th of April, 1776, and
delivered to Captain Rice.

Voted, To draw on the Committee of Pay-Table, for
four hundred Pounds, in favour of Colonel Jonathan Fitch,
as a Commissary, to furnish the Brig Defena with Provi-
sions, &c.; and to render his Account. Order was drawn
April 10, and delivered to Captain Rice.

Passed an Account of Daniel Lyman, Esq., on which
this Board allows the sum of nine Pourids two Shillings and
two Pence, for supporting. Order drawn April 10, 1776,
and delivered to Captain Rice.

Voted, That Captain James Rice, of New-FIaven, is
joined with Captain Isaac Sears, Tf1illiamG7'eenough, and
Michael Todd, as a Committee fOJ"fittin~ out the Brig De-
fence, and building the Row-Galley Wh~ting.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table, in favour of Na-
thaniel Minor, Esq., for one hundred and fifty Pounds, as
he is Commissary to the Troops at the Fort at Long-Point,
in Stonington, and for him to ronder his Account. An
prder was drawn April 10, 1776, and delivered to lVIr.Na-
thaniel Gallup.

Voted, That Captain Ilezekiah Bissell andlVIr. Jona-
than Trumbull, Jun., be appointed a Committee to repair to
New-London, and consult with Commodore llopkins about
what measures to be taken in disposing of the Continental
Prisoners in his custody; and., abo, to apply to the Com-
modore for some Cannon, of different sizes, to mount the
Forts at New-London and Groton, for the present, consult-
ing with the Commanding-Officers and Engineer in those
Forts about the number and sizes of the Cannon wanted;
also, for Cannon suitable and sufficient for three Row-Gal-
leys.

Voted, That the Committee for taking care of the Pri-
soners at Salisbury, may, at their discretion, remove the Pri-
soners in Salisbury to any other place in Litchfield COl,mty,
as they shall judge most convenient.

Voted, T~ allow a small Bill, in f.1.vourof Mr. Stephen
Barker, of Norwich, for some Iron Work done by him for
the Colony, to the amount of fifteen Shillings; and that an
Order be drawn accordingly. Order given out April 10,
1776, and delivered to lVIr.Barker.

Wednesday, April 10, 1776.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety:
Present: His Honour the Governour, his Honour the

Deputy-Governour, Jabez Huntington, Joshua West, Na-
thaniel Wal£s, Jun., Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

Gave an Order on 1Vathaniel Shaw, Jun., to deliver to
Captain &th Harding eight of the several Guns, and fif-
teen hundred pounds of Powder, and four hundred Swivel
Shot, in part of what he, the said Shaw, has provided for
the Colony, and take receipt accordingly. Order delivered
to Captain Bartram.

Gave an Order to Colonel Jonathan Fitch, to deliver to
Captain Seth Harding, of the Brig Defence, one hundred
of the six-pound Shot in his hands, that belong to this
Colony, and take receipt. Order delivered to Captain
Bartram.

N. B. Mr. Ebenezer Bartram's Commission, as a Lieu-
tenant of the Brig Defence, bears date 3d of March, 1776. JONATHANGLOVERTO MASSACHUSETTSCOUNCIL.

Mr. Samuel Smedley's Commission, as Second Lieutenant Marblehead,April 9, 1776.
on board the Brig Defew:e, bears date the 10th of March, MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS: The Committee of
1776. . , .

"
. Correspondence have, this day, received from Captain Sa-Mr. Jo~eph Sqll~re s CommISsion, as Lleutenant,ofMarllles muel Tw:ker, commanding one of the Continental armed

of the BrIg Defew:e, bears date the 10th of Aprzl, 1776. vessels, twenty-two persons, who were in the brigantine.
Voted, That Mr. Samuel Smedley is promoetd. to be Se- lately taken by Captain John Manly, from Boston, bound

cond Lieutenant of the Brig Defence. to llalifax; among whom are four soldiers, with their wives
Voted, That Mr. Joseph Squ'ire be, and he is hereby, ap- and children; one Gakb Wheaton, (who, from his own ac-

pointed Lieutenant of Marines on board the Brig Defena. count, has heretofore been esteemed inimical to his country,)
Voted, That Orders be given to Captain Harding, to with his three sons, and a number of others; who, in the

proceed up the Sound with the Brig Defence, as far as course of their examination, have not been able to acquit
Stamford, if need be, to inlist men on board said Brig, and themselves to their country, in our esteem; for the particu-
to take in some Shot at New-Haven, and return with all lars of which, we beg leave to refer you to the worthy
convenient speed to New-London. Orders delivered to bearer, Azor Orne, Esq., one of the Committee, who at.
Captain Bartram" 10th of April, 1776. tended the examination. The Committee have made com-

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for two hundred fortable provision for the entertainment of the above persons,
Pounds, in favour of Captain Seth Harding, for the use of and desire your Honours' directions what furtlIer steps they

FOURTH SERIES.- V OL.V. 53



B35 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., APRIL, 1776: 83(;

shall take with them; and are, with respect, your Honours'
most obedient, humble servant,

JONATHANGLOVER, Chairman.

To the Honourable Council for the Colony of the JUassa-
chus'etts-B ay.

ROBERT COOK TO COLONEL KNOX.

Granon, April 9, 1776.

'VORTHYSIR: I am at great difficulty about the teams and
their loading at present, and last night likewise in shifting
them, the which I did with three of them, and the three fresh
teams that I got then are already tired, and say that they
cannot go any farther than Sutton, which is six miles from
hence, and there I expect to find them all to-morrow morn-
ing, and all of them wanting to have their teams shifted;
and you may depend that they cannot go farther, for I have
had a survey of all their cattle, by all the Selectmen of this
town, and their Representative; and they say they cannot
go on, their cattle are so much galled and lame. I am in-
formed by the Selectmen that there are many teams in this
town, but they cannot get any of them to go forward with
a load, not even so far as Sutton; and in the whole town
can get but one team, and he is gone forward; and there
are three now remaining; and how to get them any farther I
know not, without. a special order from you or the General
Court, to impress any of them that can be found, and the
order to continue in force until they arrive at Norwich. The
bearer hereof is one of the teamsters, who I thought proper
to despatch, and he will inform you of more particulars.

Waiting your answer, I remain, sir, with im~atience, your
ver y humble servant, R COBERT OOK.

To Henry Knox, Esq., Colonel of Artillery, or to Ezekiel
Cheever, Esq., Commissary of Artillery, at Cambridge.

P. S. I hope you will satisfy this man for coming to you,
which he desires.

ADDRESS OF THE 1IlINISTERS AND ELDERS OF THE PRO-

VINCIAL SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR.

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty.

Most Gracious Sovereign:
We, your Majesty's faithful subjects, the Ministers and

Elders of the Provincial Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, beg
leave to approach your Throne, professing, in the sincerest
manner, our warm affection and inviolable loyalty to your
Majesty, and our gratitude to Heaven for the liberty, peace,
and happiness we and our people enjoy under you~ Go-
vernment.

Blessed, as British subjects, with a Constitution the
admiration of neighbouring States, which has been in several
respects improved under your reign; protected by wise and
equal laws in the enjoyment, not only of our civil rights, but
our religious blessings; we would be unworthy of these
high privileges, if we were not thankful for them to the Goel
of Heaven, and did not also feel a constant gratitude to
your Majesty, whom we consider as his Minister, raised up
for our good, as the protector, guardian, and father of a
great people.

Penetrated as we are with these sentiments, it has been
matter of much grief to us that the spirit of Rebellion has
been prevailing, and still continues to prevail in your Ame-
man Colonies; and that the gentle measures pursued by
your IV18jesty and your Parliament to suppress it, have
hitherto heen attended with so little success.

Weare grieved that any of your subjects should be so
infatuated as to deprive themselves of the real liberty, pro-
tection, and happiness they have long enjoyed under consti-
tutional authority, and subject themselves to all the miseries
of a democratical tyranny. We regret that they should re-
ceive any encouragement from the spirit of faction at home,
and be flattered with ideas of liberty, which appear to us
inconsistent with subjection to law, and subversive of all

,regular Government.
We have long seen with pleasure how averse your Ma-

jesty ha~ been to draw the sword, and arm the nation even,
111support of law and legal authority, which have been in-
"ulted and trampled upon in your American Dominions.
These insults you have borne with a patience and lenity

,unexampled in any former reign. We can easily enter into

the distress which your benevolent and compassionate heart
must feel for the miseries which these deluded men have
drawn upon themselves, and still more for the lives of your
brave subjects which may be sacrificed before peace and
order can be re-established.

We should judge ourselves wanting in duty to your ]\fa-
jesty, and in justice to the people under our care, did we
not embrace the present opportunity of assuring your Ma-
jesty of their fidelity and affection to your Majesty's person
and Government, their zealous attachment to our happy
Constitution, and abhorrence of the present Rebellion. To
inculcate on the people of our respective congregations th,,~
principles ,and duties of Christianity, a reverence for thi~
laws of their country, and an affectionate attachment to the
best of Sovereigns, ever has been, and we trust ever shaH
be, our sincere and active endeavour.

'Ve implore the Supreme Disposer of all events, that he
would, in his great mercy, shorten these dire calamities;
that he would direct your councils, favour your schemes in
the course of his Providence, and crown with success your
generous designs for restoring and establishing liberty, har-
mony, and happiness, in every part of your extensive Bm-
plre.

May it please your Majesty, your Majesty's most f.'lithfu!,
most obedient, and most loyal subjects, the Ministers and
Elders met in this Provincial Synod of Glasgow and Ayr.

Signed in our name, in our presence, and at our appoint-
ment, JAlIfESBAILLIE, Jtlodcrator.

Glasgow, April 10, 1776.

JOHN STEVENSON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

, Copper-Mine, April 10, 1776.

GENTLEI\IEN: When you met at Baltimore last Jtlarch, I
presented you with a memorial, informing you that eighteen
hands at my mine were idle for want of gunpowder; and
that the Baltimore Committee had taken two hundred
pounds out of the publick magazine, which I had purchased
last fall, and which has greatly impeded the carrying on my
works at the Copper-Mine. You were then pleased to
take my case into consideration, and grant me some relief.
However, since tbat, I had procured one hundred pounds of
powder, at a very great expense and charge, in Philadel-
phia, which, coming down in the packet, with sundry other
things for the Committee, they likewise seized, and will not
deliver up. 'Vhat 1 have to request of the honourable
the Council of Safety is, either to order my last hundred
pounds of powder to be returned me, or, if the publicI'<
safety requires it should not be given up, to order me money
to replace the same quantity. I have purchased very good
powder, manufactured in the country, at ten shillings per
pound, and can be supplied with a sufficient quantitx to
carry on my works at that price, and not under. The
powder I have experienced to be of as good quality as any
imported from Europe; therefore I flatter myself you will
take it into your consideration either to order me the powder
or money.

Your compliance wiJl very much oblige, gentlemen, your
most humble servant, J SOHN TEVENSON.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

WILLIAM LUX TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER.

Baltimore, April 10, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I have just received your favour of the 6th,
and am much pleased that our Committee are able to justify
their conduct to your satisfaction. I believe they all mea:[}
to do right; but it is quite necessary to keep tbem within
bounds, because their zeal will sometimes outstrip their pru-
dence. I intend coming down the last of the week, or the
beginning of the next, with the account of the Defence, and
will then bring the schooner's accounts, so far as I am COD-
cerned.

Mr. Hollingsworth has not got any clover-seed; the
flaxseed, oil, and lead, you shall have by the very fin;t
conveyance. I am afraid hackles cannot be got; but I will
try. I must beg you to send by Mr. Chase eight hundred
pounds. Mr. Alexander has never come down, and I must
payoff all the ship's accounts before I come down.

I hear the Convention is adjourned; if so, I wish to
know. We have got three of the eighteen-pounders down;
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six more were to set off yesterday. Mr. Hughes has drawn
on me for the carriage, and hopes you wiJl place some
money in my hands for that purpose. I have paid thirty
pounds for these three, and wrote to him to send an order
on the Council, as I imagine they would indulge him, when
they saw him exerting himself.

Mr. Trurnbulltells me you have appointed Captain Nich-
olson Agent and Paymaster of the Defence. Please let me
know; and whether we are to b\J any further concerned in
furnishing anything on the ship's account, as we may close
it finally.

I wish the account in the papers of the surrender of Que-
beck could be true; but it will come presently. I have
been 'hard at it, disputing the point of independency, two to
one against me.

I wish you healthand happinessj and am, honourable sir, I

Your obliged obedient servant, W L
'

ILLIAM UX.

To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq.
P. S. You must excuse half a sheet of paper these times.

JAMES HINDMAN TO MARYLAND COUNCII, OF SAFETY.

Talbot Court-House, April 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: When I was in Annapolis you were kind
enough to promise me fifty stand of arms. If you think it
safe, shaH be much obliged to you to send them over by the
JJfiles River Packet, with the accoutrements necessary for
them. I shall be able, I am in hopes, to get thirty or forty
blankets, and hope you win spare me as many as you can.
I am very anxious to get to my station. Pots and camp-ket-
tles please to send me at the same time; hats you also pro-
mised me; and cloth, if you have :my to spare, as many of
my people are very bare of clothes, and begin to grumble
about not having them. In our present situation, it is im-
possible to keep the company all together, as many of them
cannot get their board nearer than seven or eight miles,
which makes it impossible for them to meet as regularly as
they ought; for whieh reason am very desirous of getting
arms and blankets, to remove to my station.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
JAMES HnmMAN.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

ference to any man in the company, and who is balloted
in by a great majority, having thirty odd votes out of fifty,
and there were four candidates. And we further entreat
you to give us the liberty of choosing our other officers,
which will give great satisfaction to the whole company.

Weare, for ourselves, and in behalf of the rest of the
company, with much respect, gentlemen, your very obedient
servants,

JOSIAS RAY, HENRY SCOTT,

JAMES RAY, GEORGE PEIRCE,

ALEXANDER CROFFORD, JAMES FERGUSON, JUN.,

THOMAS CROFFORD, WILLIAM BROWN, JUN.,

JOSIAH GORDON, THOMAS BROWN,

THOMAS TILLLY, JUN., JEREMIAH:MoORE,

WILLIMI MATTHEWS, IGNATIUS 'VILSON,

JOHN BEALL, JOHN TILLY,

THOMAS BEALL, JOHN WILLSON,

SAMUEL BRASHEARS, JUN., HENRY PURDY.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of .Maryland.

The Petition of WILLIAMHAMILTONslwweth:
That yonI' Petitioner has undoubted reasons to believe

that there are methods carrying on by some to exclude him
from the post as Captain, where he now is First Lieutenant,
of the company of Militia that Captain Beall has resigned.
He (in order to get his son, Andrew Beall, Jun., who was
Second Lieutenant, appointed in his place, and from his
expectations of being appointed Major) resigned, and so-
licited the company to recommend his son (who is yet a
youth) as Captain over your Petitioner.

And your Petitioner hath proper credentials to produce
to your honourable Board, if required, of his being in the
Provincial service nine ycars the last war, at the reduction
of Q;uebeck, &c. Your Petitioner, therefore,hopes your
Honours will be pleased to appoint him to the post as Cap-
tain, as, by rotation, he humbly thinks he is entitled to. And,
in duty bound, will, &c.
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

JlIARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO qUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY
COMMITTEE.

[No. 113.J Annapolis, April 10, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: In consequence of a letter received by Mr.

James Tilghman, from Edward Tilghman, Esquire, we send
you the Association papers of your County, transmitted to
the last Convention. Be pleased to return them to us as
soon as you have done with them. 'Ve are, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Queen Anne's County.

HENRY SCOTT AND OTHERS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF

SAFETY.

Bladensburgh, April 10, 1776.

GE!\;TLEMEN: As ~e would not willingly interfere with
any person's private character, unless obliged so to do, on a
matter of the utmost importance, which, in the present case,
we are under the necessity of doing, so far as it is consisknt
with our opinions and safety; yet far be it from US, and
sorry, indeed, should we be to do the smallest injustice to
any 11erson whatever, nOr will we, in any respect, conde-
scend to it. Weare apprehensive that Mr. William Hamil-
ton may be appointed Captain, in place of Captain Andrew
Beall) by the recommendation of Colonel Joshua Beall,
through prejudice to our late Captain, who would not con-
descend to serve as Captain under him. There has been
great confusion in our company since our Captain resigned,
and it will be much more so if IIarnilton should be appoint-
ed Captain, as a great majority of the company are deter-
mined not to serve under him-he not being a proper per-
son, in any respect whatever, for that office; and sensible
we are that, in the event of his being appointed, (should
it so happen,) a company inferior to none in the Province,
in the Militia, must inevitably come to nothing, "holly from
the dislike of his filling that station. We, therefore, hope
and entreat your Honours not to be the cause of destroying
so good a company,whichyou might innocentlybe induced
to do by the recommendations of the Colonel; but we trust
that you will take the matter into your serious consideration,
and reflect that we are a free people, and have a right to the
choice of our own officers, under whom we are to risk our

To the Honourable Colonel ~Hancock.lives and fortunes with theirs, which we will most cheerfully
and readily do, whenever called upon, provided we have . ".
officers agreeable, and such only we will obey. We there- .Extract of a Letter frorn the Comma1J.,d~1J.,gOfficer at LEw~s,
fore pray your Honours would gratify us, in granting a dated APRIL 9th, 1776.
commission to Mr. Andrew Beall, Jun., as our Captain, in On Sunday, 7th April, an express came from the Light-
place of his father-a young man that we choose, in pre- House Guard, to Lewc§, with intelligence that Captaia

'*'

COLONEL HASLETT TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read Aprilll, 177(\.J

Dover, April 10, 1776.

SIR: The officer who commands the detachment of the
Delaware Battalion, at Lewes, has written me a circumstan~
tial account of an engagement between them and a tender
of the Roebuck man-of-war, a transcript of which I hqve
the honour to enclose you.

The Chairman of the Council of Safety, for that County,
very earnestly requests that another company may be sent
there, with arms and accoutrements, in aid of that detachment,
one-half of which is every day on duty. On mentioning
this request to General Rodney, one of our Kent Council of
Safety, I have re<:son to believe it will be granted by them,
on a promise of returning those arms (the property of the
County) whenever the Council shall think the interest of
the community calls for them. Having anticipated the order
of Congress, with respect to the two companies now at
Lewes, I hope my directing another to the same duty will
receive your approbation.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most humble
servant,

JOHN HASLETT.
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Field, who commanded a schooner sent by the Council of
that County to Ellstatia for powder, had just arrived, and
demanded assistance to unload her. I gave orders for the
troops to march, as soon as boats could be had to ferry them
across the creek, which the inhabitants procured with ama-
zing despatch. We then marched, with the utmost expe-
dition, to reInforce our guard, which had taken post by the
schooner, to assist in discharging her cargo-mostly coarSe
linens. She then lay seven or eight miles to the southward
of our cape. At the time of our arrival, the tender, making
sail, bore down upon the schooner: on observing this, the
men immediately fan her on shore. Our troops were out-
gone by the tender, though they marched at the rate of
seven miles per hour. Just before our arrival, the tender
gave our guard a broadside with swivels and musketry, which
they returned. On our junction, a constant fire was kept
up for some time, till we perceived the distance tOo great.
We then left off firing, and unloaded the schooner, though
several hundred shots were fired at us to prevent it. Our
people picked up many of their balls rolling in the sand.
The tender despatched one of the barges to the ship for as-
sistance, who made sail immediately, but was soon obliged
to come to anchor, for fear of running on the lIen-and-
Chickens. About the time the ship turned the cape, the
tender anchored within musket-shot of the schooner, and
kept up a continual fire with her swivels. We had, by this
time, got the swivels in the schooner loaded with grape-shot,
and a constant fire, for two hours, was kept up on both
sides. We undoubtedly wounded their men, for we per-
ceived some to faJl, and others run to their assistance. They
made several efforts to purchase their anchor, which were
prevented by our fire; but at last they succeeded. Fortu-
nately, however, one of our swivels cut their halyards, and
down came their mainsail, which obliged them to anchor
once more. At last, the wind shifting, they had a boat
to tow them off. We then turned our fire on the boat,
where two men were seen to fall; the barge, returning fi'om
the ship, joined to tow them out. Our men escaped unhurt.
The Militia officers, at Lewes, acted with a spirit which
does honour to their country.

TO THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA.-LETTER VI.

Philadelphia, April 10, 1776.

In the conclusion of my last letter, I charged the author
of Common Sense with perverting the Scripture, in his ac-
COUDtof the origin of the Jewish Monarchy. I proceed to
offer some remarks in support of that charge.

"Monarchy," says he, (meaning, probably, the institution
of Monarchy,) "is ranked in Scripture as one of the sins of
the Jews, for which a curse in reserve is denounced against
them. The history of that transaction"-either the trans-
action of Monarchy, or the transaction of denouncing a
curse in reserve-" is worth attending to."

This confused proposition he endeavours to establish by
a commentary upon first Samucl, chapter 8, full as far-
fetched and ridiculous, as he will probably say mine is upon
the prophecy of ]tlovnt-Seir. But this matter must be
treated more seriously, for the sake of a country in which
(God be thanked) the Scriptures are read, a11d regarded
with that reverence which is due to a revelation from Hea-
ven. I must, therefore, endeavour to resclIe out of our au-
thor's hands that portion of the sacred history which he has
converted into a libel against the civil Constitution of Great
Britain; and show in what sense the passage has been uni-
versally received, as well by the Jews themselves as by
commentators, venerable for their piety and learning, in
every Christian country.

The Jews were long privileged with a peculiar form of
Government, called a Theocracy, uoder which the" Al-
mighty either stirred up some person, by an immediate sig-
nification of his will, to be their Judge, or, when. there was
pone, ruled their proceedings himself, by Urim and Thum-
mim, directing what course they were to follow in the pub-
lick concerns of the nation."*

But they were of an ungovernable temper, fond of pomp
as well as. dominion over their neighbours; and being dis-
gusted with the misconduct of 8amuel:s sons, whom, in his
old age, he had made his assistant Judges over Israel, they
o(:ame to him, and entreated him to appoint a King, who

. Lowth' 8 Commentarie8.

might rule their nation, and avenge them of the Philistines.
Samuel, deeply afflicted at the impious design they enter..
tained of rejecting the divine Government, prays the AI..
mighty for direction, who authorizes him to hearkeo to their
voice, "for they have not rejected thee, but they have re..
jected me, (says God,) that I should not reign over them."
He also instructs Samuel to enter a solemn protest against
them for their fo]]y and ingratitl1de, in pre,bTing a human
to a divine Government; ,md to show them the manner of
the King that shall reign over them, since they desired <Ii
King to judge them like all the nations.

Now, all the nations which they knew, were ruled by-
Kings, whose arbitrary will stood in the place of law; and 1t
appears a]so that the JtWS, since the day that they were
brought out of Egypt, had still retained a particular han..
kering after the customs of that country. The Almighty:,
therefore, by his prophet, not only signifies his displeasure
against all such arbitrary rulers, but against every people
who would impiously and foolishly prefer such a Govern.,
ment to one immediate]y under himself, where, in his provi..
dence, he might think fit to appoint such an one. And so
£"lrI have no difference with aliI' author. But Samuel pro..
ceeds further to reason with the Jews, and, in the twelfth
chapter, reminds them of the many deliverances which God
had given them by the hands of their Judges-1Uoses, Jcp-
thah, Gideon, &c., having with a strong hand brought them
out of Egypt; having subdued the Assyrians, Ammonites,
JJ1oabites, and Philistims before them; and that, for all
this, they preferred a Government even after the most cor-
rupt models, to his jllSt and righteous Government. And
to convince them still further of their folly and ingratitude,
the prophet appeals to a signal which he would give them
fi'om Heaven. He accordingly calls down an uncommon
storm in the midst of harvest, and the astonished multitude
cry out, "We ha ve add(~d to our sins this evil to ask us a
King."

Here our author erects his standard, and here he compli-
ments himself with the mockery of triumph. "These por-
tions of Scripture (says he, in all the assurance of infallibili-
ty) are direct and positive. They admit of no equivocal
construction. That the Almighty hath here entered his
protest against Monarchical Government is true, or the Scrip-
ture is fiilse." But I will take the liberty to say, that the
Scripture is true, and that this author's inference is horribly
false; nay, further, that from the whole spirit of the pas-
sage, as well as the reason of things, it is to be inferred that
the Almighty would have as strongly expressed his displea-
sure against the Jcws, had they rejec~ed his Government for
one of their own appointment, whether it had been mo-
narchical or democratical-to be administered by one man
or a thousand men.

The author had said before, that Samuel did not show
the manner of any" particular King, but the general man~
ner of the Kings of the earth, whom Israel was so eagerly
copying after." If he means to confine himself to these
Kings, I have given them to him, to make the best of them.
But if he means to argue from particulars to generals, and
to make the old Prophet extend his protest against all future
Monarchical Governments, such as were to subsist some
thousands of years afterwards, however limited and mixed,
particularly that of Great B1'itain, (which must certainly
be our author's meaning, or he proves nothing to his pur~
pose;) I say, then, if this be his meaning, I cannot so
easily part with him; for in this lies our whole difference;
and the particular case of the Jews cannot be applied to
any other nation in this instance, as none else were ever in
similar circumstances.

Acherley, in his Britannick Constitutions, (and I think
our author borrows some of his principles where they can
serve his purpose,) says expressly, "that the nations round
about Israel invested their Kings with absolute power; and
that it is a wild imagina60n to say that the Israelitish
Kings, who were but copies (of these Kings) should, either
in their election or power, be a pattern to Great Britain."
"There cannot be found either in the Old or New Testa-
ment, any particular description of the race of men, which are
or ever were Kings of this nation." How, then, can there
be a Scripture protest against a race of men who are not
even described in Scripture? Mark that,* Common Sense.

" "Mark that, Cato," is a faV0urite 9xpression of our author in the
character of the Forester.
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Let me add one authority more, from a commentator at appointment; and to prepare him for his office, gave him
least as good as our author, and who, nevertheless, flatly another heart, and also the spirit of prophecy.
contradicts him-I mean the celebrated GrotillS. He tells As to the thunder-storm, in which our author exults, as
us that Sa.muel, in this passage, does not speak of what our an absolute disapprobation of alJ Monarchical Government,
author calls the "general manner of Kings," or the just and it was no more than a sign called for by Samuel, to convince
honest right of a King to do such things; because his right the people that he spoke in the name of the Lord. But
is otherwise described elsewhere, as shall be shown. The what did he speak in the verses immediately preceding?
prophet only speaks of such a right as the Kings round Not, surely, that Ood had a particular quarrel with Mo-
about Israel had acquired, which was not a true rirrht; for narchical Government, as such, and that" blood would attend
such is not the signification of the original word Jtlishpat; it;" but rather the contrary-that since the Jews would still
but such an action as (being founded in might and vio- insist upon a Government of their own appointment, the
lence) hath the effectum juris, or comes in the place of Almightywould yet give them a blessing under that very
right. form, upon condition of their obedience to his law. "If ye

Grotius, I fear, is too learned for us inferior writers will fear the Lord and serve him, and obey his voice, &c.,
(&riptores minorum gentium) to follow him in this place. then shall both ye, and also the King that reigneth over
But Sidney (that great martyr to liberty) adopts the same you, continue fi)lIowingthe Lord i" to which duty of follow-
eXplanation. "SamueTs words (says he) are acknowledged ing the Lord a blessing is always promised in Scripture.
by all interpreterswho were not maliciousor mad, to be a " But if you will not obey, &c., the hand of the Lord shaH
dissuasion of the Jews from their wicked purpose; not a be against you." So it would have been for disobedience
description of what a King might justly do, by virtue of his had they not asked a King! And, immediately after the
office, but what those, who should be set up against God thunder-storm, Samuel confirms this doctrine, and comforts
and his law, would do when they should have the power in the people: "Fear not, (~aid he,) although you have thus
their hands:" sinned, the Lord will not forsake his people. As for me,

Both Gmtius and Sidney are well warranted in this inter- God forbid that I should sin against the Lord, and cease to
pretation, not only by the Hebrew text, but other clear pas- pray for you. But I will instruct you in the good and right
sagesof Scripture,and particularlythe seventeenthchapter way." Thus, it seems,a good and right way was yet to be
of Deuteronomy, where, with the approbation of Hcaven, the found under Monarchical Government. From all which it is
duty of a good King is described and limited. The Jews plain, that the Almighty bad now pardoned the Jews; and
commonly understood this chapter as containing an absolute the Prophet follows the example, promising still to proceed
promise from Heaven of a Royal Government, and a suffi- in the discharge of his duty among them, as a people yet
cient authority for the request made to Samuel more than in covenant with God. But, as I hinted before, it did not
three hundred years afterwards. Others understood it con- suit our author's purpose to take notice of such passages as
ditionally,-that if they did reject the Divine GO\"ernment, these; and he has been guilty of still as great a perversion
and set up one of their own appointment, GQd would per- of Scripture concerning David, whom GQd undeniably ap-
mit them; but their King should be chosen in the manner, proved of, and appointed to monatchal rule.
and with the qualifications in that chapter described. All " The high encomium given to David, takes no notice of
this, however, they disregarded when thel asked an arbi- him officially as a King, but only as a man after God's OWl}
trary King, like those of their neighbourmg nations; and heart." I know the poor equivocation which the author
therefore, it is demonstratively certain that Samuel, in en- has here in reserve to offer, for his saying that this character
tering his protest against such Kings, did not protest against was not given to David officially as a King, but as a man.
Kings or Monarchical Governments generally. Either this It is true, that when Samuel first applied the character to
remark is true, or one part of Scripture is a direct contra- David, he had not yet entered on his office; but when it
diction to the other. But let the passage to which I refer was predicted that the Kingdom should not be continued
speak for itself: in the family of Saul, because he had violated the law,

"When thou art come unto the land which the Lord thy and intruded himself into the Priest's duty, ",-hich did not
God giveth thee, and shall say, J will set a King over me, belong to him, the Prophet tells him that" the Lord hath
like as all the nations that are about me; thou shaJt in any- sought him a man after his own heart," with the express
wise set him King over thee whom the Lord thy God shall design of making him the successor of Saul, on account of
choose, one from among thy brethren, not a stranger," &c. his excellent and God-like disposition. "The Lord hath
It is further directed, that he shall not be given to covetous~ commanded him (this man after his own heart) to be Cap-
ness, nOlOmultiply horses, nor wives to himself, nor great- tain over his people, because thou (Saul) hath not kept
Iy multiply to himself gold and silver. That when he shall that which the Lord commanded thee." That one man is
sit upon the throne of his Kingdom he shall write a copy here rejected from being a King, because of his disobe-
of the law in his book.; (which it was understood he was to dience to God, and another chosen as his successor, because
do with his own hand.) That this book shall be with him, of his goodness of heart and regard to religion, "is tme, or
(or always carried about him,) and he shall read therein all Scripture is false." But one greater than Samuel, eVen St.
the days of his life, that he may learn to fcar the Lord his Paul, puts this beyond all doubt, and appropriates the en-
God, to keep the words of the law, and make it the rule of comium to David, not merely as a King elect, but one
his Government, as well as private life. If he does this, actually exercising the office. "When he had removed
God promises a blessing on his Government, to prolong his him, (says the Apost]e, meaning Saul,) lJe raised up unto
days in his Kingdom, he, and his children, in the midst of them David to be their King, to whom also he gave testi-
Israel. Does not this smell strongly of Monarchy, and even mony, and said, I have found David, the SOl)of Jesse, a
of hereditary Monarchy? Is not some sort of approbatjon, man after mine own heart, which shaH fulfill an my will,"
yea and a blessing, promised to both, when religiously ad- namely, in his character of a King.
ministered, notwithstanding all that this writer has said to Numerous are the passages of Scripture which might be
the contrary? brought to show that the Almighty approved of David offi-

But he has not the candoUl' to compare Scripture \vith ciallyas a King, on account of his publick virtues, and tl13.t
Scripture; nor does he give a single passage complete, and a Divine blessing was given to the Jewish Monarchy, under
connected with the parts necessary to explain it,-a clear his direction. The reader may consult 2 Samuel, v. 10,12,
proof that other craft may be employed as well as King- viii, 16; Psalm lxxviii, 70, 71, 72; Psalm lxxxix, 20, 28.
craft and Prie~t~craft, in "withholding the Scripture fmm I have now done with our author on this head, and can
the people," even in Protestant countries. Had our author return one of his polite expressions-" I despise him,"
proceeded a little farther, or given the passages complete as egually as a perverter of Scripture, and of the fundamental
he went along, it would have appeared that, notwithstand- principles of mixed Government. I am threatened with
ing the just displeasure of the Almighty, and his protest being" hunted from every lane and lurking hole." Hunt
againstthe JelVs forthrowingoff his righteousGovernment, on. I skulk in no such places,but keep the open streets.
yet as mercy and forgiveness ate his chief delight, and he "

~Wait a little," say others, "Gato will soon be found trip-
knows that there is no perfection in man, the matter was ping, and stumb]ing upon Tory doctrine, the divine right of
pretty amicably settled at last, and the Divine countepanC!3 Kings, non-resistance, and the like." Well, gentlemen,
was

~

given to the establishment of Monarchy, even in the. wait patiently til1 it so happens; bllt let me, in the meal}
person of Saul. God himself directed his election and time, have fair play. I claim it of tlIe publick, as being
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engaged in a cause which is of the utmost importance to
them as well as to myself; and while I handle it decently
I can rely on their can dour. I have got over what some
may have viewed as the most thorny part of my way; and,
upon the whole matter, I contend for this: That where a
people are left to choose their own forms of Government, as
has been the case of all the world for some thousand years,
there is no particular denunciation of God's displeasure
against any form, whether monarchical or democratical, under
which such a people may think their civil happiness best
secured, and their duty to God best performed.

Acherley shall again shelter me in this conclusion, which
is the main purport of the present letter: "Jesns Christ
left all the potentates of this world and their subjects to
decide their several rights by the temporal laws of each na-
tion; and never intimated what form of Government was
most convenient or eligible." This directly contradicts our
author, who says that the Almighty hm: entered his protest
against the particular form of Monarchy. Yet Acherley
was a good Whig, and desired to leave Scripture out of the
institution of modern Governments. It might be well for
the author of Common Sense to follow the example in his
future works, without stirring up an old dispute, of which
our fathers were long since wearied.

It has been asked, why does not Cato come to the point?
he is but yet in the suburbs. Softly, gentlemen. If this
be true, why do you, who are in the citadel, make such a
noise, and betray such fears? Can you not let me pursue
the siege in my own way? I really thought that if! could
sap or overturn your foundations, the aerial part of your
fabrick would tumble to the ground. You call on me to show
my plan. I have done it; and mentioned as such, a safe
return to a connection with our ancient friends and kindred,
accompanied with all the advantages we have formerly ex-
perienced, and perhaps more; which, I trust, are things yet
practicable; or, if it should prove otherwise, we can lose
nothing by the exercise of deliberation and wisdom in the
mean while. But what have you done? Although it was
incumbent on you to have shown the advantages of your
plan to the great and respectable number of good men who
will always be averse to changes, except in the last neces-
sity; although you ought to resolve their honest doubts con-
cerning their future safety and peace, which have been plen-
tifully thrown out to you; in short, although you ought to
have counted the cost of your work, and have tried to
reconcile with your design a multitude of interests, com-
mercial, political, and economical,-you have only enter-
tained us with some loose declamations upon abuses in the
English Government; and shocked us, for want of better
arguments, by a perversion of things sacred; fiJling the
papers with personal invectives and calumnies against all
who cannot swallow, at a venture, every crude notion which
you may cook up as the politicks of the day. This will as
little agree with the stomachs of others as with 'mine;
although I have declared that, when the last necessity
comes, I have no expedient in view but to take my chance
with you, for better and for worse. CATO.

I

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL PUTNA:>.r.

Philadelphia, April 10, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of your letter, I laid the application
before the Congress, who were pleased, in addition to the
one hundred thousand dollars sent by Captain Fanlkner, on
Monday last, to order two hundred thousand more, which I
have the pleasure of forwarding by Major Sherburne.

Should the Paymaster be at New- York, please to order
it to his care, for the use of the troops; if not, you will
order the money to be improved for the same purpose, and
send a receipt for it.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant J H P

.,
OHN ANCOCK, reszdent.

To Major-General Putnam, at New- York.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO NEW-YORK CONVENTION.

Philadelphia, April 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: It is necessary, in conducting the warlike
operations on the part of America, to meet our enemy on
every ground, and to defend ourselves in the best manner

we can, against all attempts, in whatever shape, to depri\"e
us of either liberty or property.

So far are the British Ministry from showing the least
relaxation in their barbarous schemes of reducing the Ame-
rican Colonies to slavery, that they have passed an act to
seize and confiscate our property wherever found on tbe
high seas. In consequence of this measure, the Congress
have come to a resolution of fitting out letters of marque
and reprisal; the commission, instructions, and bond, pre-
paratory to which, I have the honour to enclose you; and
am, gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble ser-
vant H P

.d' JOHN ANCOCK, resz ent.
To the Honourable Convention of New- York.

ADRIAN BANCKER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Richmond County, April 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: This day the Chailman of the Commitke
of this County waited on me, and informed me that Corne-
lius Van TVagenen, Esq., who was appointed Lieutenant-
Colonel of the Militia here, has declined accepting his com-
mission, on account of his ill state of health ~ which has
involved them in some difficulty, and makes a new arrange-
ment of Field-Officers necessary; which they have COllJ-
pleted, as per enclosed list. And as a little aheration in the
commissions may make them sufficient, I send them here-
with, as also a Lieutenant's commission for Samuel Holm,cs,
in the south quarter, who has absolutely refused serving;
wherefore they have chosen a William Lake to be First
Lieutenant in his stead, under Captain William Scoby.

Being rendered incapable of travelling, by the sciatica,
causes me to take this method, by letter, to apply to you,
instead of waiting on you in person, as duty and inclination
would have prompted me. And as next Tuesday is the
day appointed for the choice of Deputies, to sit in the en-
suing Provincial Congress, it will save trouble to deliver the
commissions at that meeting, if they can be conveniently
sent in time. I am of opinion that the safest way is per
stage, which sets off from Panlus Hook on ~Monday morn-
ing, at dawn of day.

I am, with due respect, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant, A BDRIAN ANCKER.

To the New- York Committee of Safety.

P. S. Past eight o'clock, in the evening.-Just now, :Mr.
Lawrence sent me a letter he received from Mr. Benson, re-
quiring that our County should be represented, to-morrow
morning, in the Committee of Safety; and as I am utterly
incapable of travelling, I have pressed him, by a few lines,
to give attendance, which I hope he will comply with.

Return of OffiCl;rsof the Militia of RICHMONDCounty.
Abraham Jones, Esq., First Colonel, continues.
Cornelius Corsen, Esq., Second Colonel.
Jacob Jtlersereau, Esq., First lVIajor.
Cornelins Cortelyon, Esq., Second Major.
Benjamin Parker, Esq., Adjutant.
lIarmanns Garrison, Esq., Quartermaster, continues.
Samnel Holmes having refused, William Lake appointed

in his stead as First Lieutenant.

SAMUEL BUELL TO NEW-YORK CO~1MITTEE or SAFETY.

Huntington, April 10, 17711.

SIR: After a cordial salutation, these will inform you that
I left Easthampton on It/onday morning, after nine o'clock.
No further discoveries were made of the fleets mentioned in
the Committee's letter, unless that considerable number of
shipping made a harbour at Fisher's Island on Lord's day
evening. These, I suppose, are what we call TfTallare's
fleet. Those seen at sea, Sunday afternoon, perhaps were
from the 1-Vest-Indies or Boston. By their clustering in
together, and frequent firing, it seems they were colleclling
their scattered fleet. We, sir, at the east end of Long-
Island, are certainly much exposed to ravages and plunder-
ing, by the hand of violence. Whether we do not greatly
need a regiment or two at the east end, must be submitted
to your superior V,Tisdom.

I am, sir, in great haste and much
friend and servant,

respect, your obliged

"

SAMUEL BUELl..
To the New- York Committee of Safety.
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CAPTAIN HL'LBERT TO JOHN McKESSON.

New-York, April 10, 1776.

SIR: As Captain Cooper, the bearer, is waiting, il~ ?rder
to get a permit to take on board a load, of provIsIons;
and the Committee of Safety not yet makmg a House, he
requests of me to inform you of his character. The gen~
tleman belongs to ~outhampton, and has, to my knowledge,
been employed in the publick service, to carry. provisions
from this to the eastward for our Army. And wlulst I acted
as a Committee-man for the town of Southampton, he al~
ways appeared to act for the publick good; and I give it as
a private opinion, that he will act with prudence and cau~
tion, if he should be permitted by your House to take on
board provisions for the distressed inhabitants at Dartmouth,
or the eastern parts, &c. If you can in any way assist him
in getting a permit, should take it as a peculiar tIvour, al-
tbou"h it is no concern of mine, only to oblige, as far as I
can, in my small sphere, every honest man to serve himself
and country, &c.

I am, sir, your humble servant,

To Mr. McKesson.

JOHN HULBERT.

JONATHAN LANDON TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

J,ittle Nine Partners, A pril 10, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:In compliance with the request of the Com-
mittee of Safety, I applied to Mr. ft;IosesHarris, who under-
took to make discovery of some lead mines in the Nine Part-
ners. Mr. McDonald and myself accompanied him to a
Ijmestone-kill, where, about twenty years since, a company
of adventurers had sunk several shafts or pits, in quest of
copper, as I am informed. Mr. ft;lcDonald made several
trials and discoveries, both of lead and copper, and has
drawn a report, the truth of which, as far as I could judge,
may be depended on. We also applied to one Mr. Fish,
on whose land Mr. IIarris has made an advantageous dis~
covery of lead, for leave to dig, but he would not gratify
us; so that Mr. Harris's chief discovery was not explored
by Mr. McDonald.

I am told the mines are now the property of a company;
and that some of the family of the late Colonel Horsman, a
Mr. Bogart, and Tiebout,of New-York, are someof them,
of whom it is probable the Committee may be informed of
every particular.

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,
JONATHAN LANDON.

To the Committee of Safety for the Province of New- York.

COLONEL NICOLL TO JOHN McKESSON.

Fort Constitution, April 10, 1776.

Sm: I understand there arc some new regiments to be
raised in this Province. I have been some months in the
service, and am still willing to be continued, if your body
should think me a proper person. Enclosed you have a
recommendation from Mr. rf~sner, which he gave me to
the Cono-ress. After I received it, I understood that there
had beel; so many applications that I thought it not worth my
while to apply. If there should be any new regiments to
be raised, I would be much obliged to you to mention my
name to Congress, and make such use of the enclosed as
you shall think fit.

From your humble servant,
To John McKesson, Esq.

ISAAC NICOLL.

GENERAL WOOSTER TO PRESIDEJ'o.'"T OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 4, 1776.)

Holland-House, before Quebeck, April 10, 1776.

SIR: I arrived here about a week ago; and General Ar-
'/lold, by his desire, sets off this morning to supply my place
at Montreal.

By a return of the state of the Army, which General Ar-
'/l(Jldsent, about ten days since, to Mr. Deane, you will see
what we have to rely upon. Our situation is truly very
disagreeable. We have between two and three thousand
mouths to fill, and not many more than half the number of
men to do duty; and many of them expect to leave us the
15th instant. Weare erecting two or three batteries; but
our powder and artillery stores are so trifling, that I rather

imagine no great results ought to be expected from them.
Troops come in to our assistance but slowly; and a great
part of those who have arrived have been but of very little
service, on account of the small-pox.

In making ont the arrangement of officers for the two
regiments directed to be raised out of the broken corps in
Canada, I promised them to write to the honourable Con-
gress, to exchange them for two other regiments from the
Colonies, which might be sent into this country, and their
places in the Colonies be supplied by the two regiments
raised here. As the troops who will compose these regi-
ments have undergone great hardships, and have been from
home near a twelvemonth, (which is much longer than they
expected,) I think their request a reasonable one, and could
wish to have it complied with.

I am, sir, with the greatest esteem and respect, your most
obedient and very humble servant,

DAVID WOOSTER.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE CAPTAIN OF MARINES,

ON BOARD THE SHIP ALFRED, DATED AT NEW-LONDON,

APRIL 10, 1776.
Before this comes to hand, I make no doubt you will

ha ve heard of our arrival in this port, and of our engage-
ment with the Glasgow man-of-war; but as I intend giving
you an account of our cmise, must beg your patience for a
while respecting that matter. The 17th of February, left
Cape-Henlopen, and after a very pleasant passage of fifteen
days, came to anchor off the Island of Abaca, about seven-
teen leagues distance from New-Providence, where we
brought to several small vessels belonging to Providence,
which gave the Commodore an opportunity of inquiring into
the state of the Island, as to its defence; and found it very
well supplied with warlike stores, and an object worthy of
our attention, as it was not sufficiently manned to give us
opposition. The vessels we then had in our possession were
detained as transports, to carry the Marines over to Provi-
dence. 'We embarked, and made sail on Saturday evening,
March 2,. and on Sunday, at two o'clock, landed all our
men (two hundred and seventy in number) under my com-
mand at the east end of the Island, at a place called New-
Guinea. The inhabitants were very much alarmed at our
appearance, and supposed us to he Spaniards, but were
soon undeceived after our landing. Just as I had formed
the men, I received a message fi'om the Govemour, desiring
to know what our intentions were. I sent him for answer,
to take possession of all the warlike stores on the Island be-
10nn-inO'to the Crown, but had no design of touching the pro-
perty ~r hurting the persons of any of the inhabitants, unless
III our defence. As soon as the messenger was gone, I
marched forward to take possession of Fort ft;lontagUR, a
fortification built of stone, about half way between our land-
ing place and the town'. As we approached the fort,
(within about a mile, having a deep cove to go round, with
a prodigious thicket on one side and the water on the other,
entirely open to their view,) they fired three twelve-pound
shot, which made us halt, and consult what was best to be
done; we then thought it more prudent to send a flag to
let them know what our designs were in coming there.
\Ve soon received an answer, letting us know that it was by
the Governour's orders that they fired. They spiked up
the cannon and abandoned the fort, and retired to the fort
within the town. I then marched and took possession of it,
in which were found seventeen pieces of cannon, (thirty-
two, eighteen, and twelve pounders,) and not much da-
maged; they were spiked with nails and spikes, which are
easily taken out. I thought it necessary to stay all night,
and refresh my men, who were fatigued, being on board the
small vessels, not having a convenience either to sleep or
cook in. The next morning by daylight we marched k)f-
ward to the town, to take possession of the Governour's
house, which stands on an eminence, with two four-pound-
ers, which commands the garrison and town. On our march
I met an express from the Governour, to the same purport
as the first. I sent him the same answer as before. The
messenger then told me I might march into the town, and if
I thought proper, into the fort, without interruption; on
which I marched into town. I then drafted a guard, and
went up to the Governour's, and demanded the keys of the
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fort, which were given to me immediately, and then took
possession of Fort .Nassau. In it there were forty cannon
mounted, and well located for our reception, with round,
langridge, and canister shot. All this was accomplished
without firing a single shot from our side. We found in this
fort a great quantity of shot and shells, with fifteen brass
mortars; but the grand article, powder, the Governour sent
off the night before, viz: one hundred and fifty casks. Im-
mediately after we were in the fort, I sent for the Governour,
and made him prisoner until the Commodore arrived, which
was soon after. We remained at Providence till we got all
the stores on board the fleet, and then took our departure,
the 17th of March. We have brought with us from Provi-
dence the Governour, his Secretary, and one Mr. Irving, Re-
ceiver-General of his Majesty's Customs, who belongs to
&uth- Carolina.

On the 4th instant, we made the east end of Long-Island,
and discovered the Columbus (who had parted with us the
night before) to windward, with a schooner of six guns, one
of Captain Wallace's tenders, which she had taken that
morning. We made Block-Island in the afternoon, when
the Commodore ordered the' brig to stand in for Rhode-
Island, to see if any more of the fleet were out, and join us
the next morning; which was accordingly done, but without
seeing any vessel except a New- York sloop, which Cap-
tain Biddle brought to the fleet, and after her papers were
examined, she was released. At daylight we discovered a
brigantine to leeward; we made sail, and soon came up with
her, and, after a few shots, took her. She proved to be a
bomb brigantine belonging to Wallace's fleet, mounting eight
guns and two howitzers, commanded by one Snead, a Lieu-
tenant in the Navy. We continued to cruise all day within
sight of Block-Island, and in the evening took a brigantine
and sloop from New- York, and have brought them into port
with us, not being satisfied as to their clearances. At sunset
we were twelve sail in all, and had a very pleasant evening.
At twelve o'clock went to bed, and at half past one was
awakened by the cry of " all hands to quarters." \Ve were
soon ready for action; the main body of my company, with
my First Lieutenant, was placed in the barge on the main-
deck, the remaining part, with my Second Lieut~nant and
myself, on the quarter-deck. We soon discovered a large
ship standing directly for us. The Cabot was foremost of
the fleet, our ship close after, not more than one hundred
yards behind, but to windward withal. When the brigan-
tine came close up, she was hailed by the ship, which we
then learned was the Glasgow man-of-war; the brigantine
immediately fired her broadside, and instantly received a
return of twofold, which, owing to the weight of metal, da-
maged her so much in her hull and rigging, as obliged her
to retire for a while to refit. Our ship then came up, (not
having it in our power to fire a shot before without hurting
the brigantine,) and engaged her side by side for three glasses,
as hot as possibly could be on both sides. The first lJroad-
side she fired, my Second Lieutenant fell dead close by my
side; he WaS shot by a musket-ball through the head. In
him I have lost a worthy officer, sincere friend and compa-
nion, that was beloved by all the ship's company. Unfor-
tunately for us, our tiller-rope and main-brace were shot
away soon after the firing began, which cansed the ship to
broaeh to, and gave the enemy an opportunity of raking
fore and aft. The battle continued till daylight, at which
time the Gla!!!ow made all the sail she could crowd, and
stood in for .Newport; and our rigging was so much hurt,
that we could not make sail in time to come up with her
again. At sunrise, the Commodore made 'the signal to give
over the chase, he not thinking it prudent to risk our prizes
near the land, lest the whole fleet should come out of the
harbour. The Glasgow continued firing signal guns the
whole day after. .

In the action I lost three of my people out of twel ve that
were on the qmirter-deck, and two others, who were in the
barge, were slightly wounded. Captain Hopkins, of the
Cabot, is wounded, his Master killed, and the Second Lieu-
tenant of Marioes wounded, and since dead. Upon the
whole, it was a very hot engagement, in which our ship and
the brig were much damaged; but we have this consolation,
that the enemy' is fuB as badly' off; for by several expresses
from Rhode-Island, we are assured tfiat it was with much
difficulty she got into port, both pumps going. Weare now,
thank God, in harbour, and shall stay sometime to refit.

GEORGE DASIDELI, TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

April 11, 1776.

G~~NTLEMEN:I took the liberty, some time since, of in-
forming you of a Company of Militia, in the First Battalion
of this Province, being dissatisfied with the appointinent of
their commissioned officers, whereupon the Captain (George
Wailes) resigned his commission, and the company elected
by ballot their officers, a certificate of which was transmit-
ted to the Couneil; but in answer, I was informed that tbe
Council did not think it regular to issue new commissions
until those issued by Convention were returned to them. I
beg leave to inform you, that upon Captain Wailes's resig-
nation, he delivered me his commission, and that I have by
some means or other misplaced it, and have not been able 1:0
lay my hands on it since. But as Mr. Wailes is not in
possession of the commission issued by Convention, I hope
its not being returned to the Council will be no obstacle to
their issuing a new one for the gentleman who was returned
in the certificate. Mr. Wilson, who was appointed Ensign
to that company, has likewise resigned; his commission I
have enclosed.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
humble servant, G DEORGE ASHIELL.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN HINDMAN.
[No. 114.] Annapolis,April 11, 1'176.

SIR: .We shall send the arms and ammunition to Chestel'-

town to.morrow, or the day following, with directions to
Messrs. Smith and Hands (who are now there) to distribute
them agreeable to our instructions, and to see that no pre-
ference is given therein. Weare, &c.

To Captain James Hindman.

JOHN GIBSON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Philadelphia, Aprit 11, 1776.

SIR: I had the honour to receive your letter of this day,
informing me the honourable Congress had appointed Ino
Auditor-General of the Publick Accounts, with a salary of
one thousand sixty-six and two-thirds dollars per annum.

I beg leave to thank you and that honourable body Jor
the honour they have conferred upon me; and accepting of
the charge, to assure the Congress my best abilities shall be
exerted in their service, in this and every other of th..ir
commands.

1 have the honour to be, with the most profound respeet,
sir, your most obedient and most humble servant,

JOHN GIBSON.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

LANCASTER (PENNSYLVANIA) cmrnITTEE TO PRESIDEN':r

OF CONGRESS.

Lancaster, April 11, 1776.

GENTr,EMEN: The officers of the Seventh and Twenty-
Sixth Regiments, with those of the Royal Emigrants, aiJd
'Captain Chace, of the Navy, having been lately removed
from hence by order of the Committee of Safety, under the
direction of the, honourable the Congress, to the towns of
York and Carlisle, in this Province, without having it in
their power (as we have reason to believe in respect to sorne
of them) to discharge the moneys due for their lodgings and
diet at the house where they lodged and messed in this town;
and the persons who have demands against those gentlemen
for these articles, having laid their accounts before this Com-
mittee, and requested the assistance of the Committee in
procuring them their moneys, we are obliged to trouble the
honourable the Congress with a state of the demands and
accounts of these persons, and request their direction in the
matter, that these creditors of the oilicers (some of whom,
especial! y those whose claims are the greatest, are not in the
most easy circumstances) may have their demands adjusted
and paid.

This Committee, gentlemen, are in some sort interested in
this affair. The officers, when brought to this town by
Captain ~Mott, were placed by him in the houses of Messrs.
.Matthias Slough and Adam Reigart, whose aCcDunts, we
understand, have been tra.nsmitted to Congress, and are
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therefQre not t[lken notice of here. After those gentlemen
had enterta.ined and provided for the officers a considerable
time, they found it very inconvenient, and requested their re-
moval. The officers took great pains to provide themselves
with lodgings and accommodations, but without success.
The gentleman with whom they were first placed, at lengt~
absolutely refused to provide for them any longer, and ap-
plied to the Committee to relieve them. The officers in
this situation likewise addressed the Committee, represent-
ing the difficulties they were subjected to, every moment in
expectation of being turned out of doors, and having notice
that no more provisions would be dressed for them. To
gentlemen in that delicate situation, though enemies, we
could not avoid rendering every service in our power. We
made interest with some of the inhabitants to afford them
private lodgings, with firewood and candles, at their private
houses, where they lodged and breakfasted, attended by their
own servants; and as it was inconvenient for private fami-
lies to dress dinners and suppers for them, we prevailed upon
lVIr. John Jordan (whose demand is the most considerable)
to mess them at his house; and though we did not absolute-
ly engage for the payment of their demands, yet we assured
them of our influence in procuring them satisfaction, in case
the officers should be unable to pay them. We have the
greatest reason to believe these assurances from us were
their principal inducement to entertain those gentlemen.
They now resort to us, and we must look up to the honour-
able the Congress.

We must do that justice to the officers of the Seventh
Regiment, to mention that none of these demands relate to
that corps, except the trifling sum of six pounds ten shil-
lings due Michael Bartgis, and part of the demand of Weit-
zeU and Moore, for Captain Newmarch and Lieutenant
Hughes, and that the residue is entirely for the lodgings
and accommodations of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment and
Emigrants.

The Committee have been highly honoured, and very
happy in the testimonials they have received of the appro-
bation of Congress, respecting their former conduct towards
the officers and soldiers prisoners here. We could not be
idle spectators of the distresses these gentlemen were re-
duced to. We could not, as a Committee, avoid taking no-
tice of their application; neither could we place them in a
situation which would have been less expensive, without
treating them in a manner different from that recommended

.
to us by the honourable the Congress, who, we hope, will
suffer our conduct in the present case to pass without cen-
sure, and order in what manner these people's demands are
to be satisfied.

We beg leave to ask if the former resolve of Congress,
permitting the Qfficers to come at times from their places of
residence to Lancaster, for the purpose of settling with and
paying their men, and giving the necessary receipts for their
rations, is to be deemed still in force; and whether, upon ap-
plication of the soldiers for shoes, or any necessary clothing,
(those applications now becoming frequent,) this Committee
shall provide them at the Continental expense.

We shall steadily persist in carrying into execution every
resolve of the honourable the Congress, and be strictly at-
tentive to their directions and recommendations.

We are, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your most
obedient and very humble servants, .

J. YEATES, Chairman.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

State of the demands of stmdry persons in LANCASTER,who
have Accounts against the Officers of the SEVENTH and
TWENTy-SIXTH Regiments, ROYALEMIGRANTS,and Cap-
tain CHACE, of the Navy, late prisoners at LANCASTER,
noW removed to YORK and CARLISLE; .referred to in the
Letter from the Committee of LANCASTERCounty to the
honourable the CQntinental Congress, of APRIL II,
1776:

John Jordan's demand for diet, &c., being
the Mess-House of the Twenty-Sixth and
Emigrants, - £ 168 3 10

For a cord of wood for Captain Livingston, 0 14 0
Caleb Coope's demand for a room, fire, can-

dles, &c., for Captain Livingston, of the
Twenty-Sixth,- - - - - - - -
FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v.

2 14

Henry Helm's demand for room, firo, oan-
dIes, &c., f(Jr Lieutenant Thompson, of
theTwenty-Sixth,- - - - - - -

Eberhart lUi£hael's demand for a room, fire,
candles, &c., for Lieutenant Thomas, of
the Twenty-Sixth, -

,Michael Bartgis's demand for a room, fire,
candles, &c., for Lieutenants Despart, of
the Seventh, and - Andre, of the Se-
venth,

Paul Weitzell's demand for a room, fire,
candles, &c., for Captain Strong, of the
Twenty-Sixth, and Lieutenant Hughes,
of the Seventh, - - - - - - - -

Adam Reigart's demand for a room, fire,
candles, &c., for Ensign Gordon, of the
Twenty-Sixth, - - - - - - - -

George llfoore's demand for a room, fire,
candles, &c., for Captain Newmarch, of
the Seventh,

610 o

--
Certified by order of the Committee:

J. YEATES, Chairman.

COMMISSION FOR A PRIVATEER.

IN CONGREss.-The Delegates of the United Colonies of
N EW- HAAIPSHlRE, J\lAssACHUSETTS-BAY, RHODE-IsLAND,
CONNECTICUT, NEw-YORK, NEW-JERSEY, PENNSYLVA-
NIA, the Counties of NEW-CASTLE, KENT and SUSSEXon
DELAWARE, :MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, NORTH-CAROLINA,
SOUTH-CAROLINA,and GEORGIA:

To all to whom these presents shall come, send greeting:
Know ye,

That we have granted, and by these presents do grant,
license and authority to John Adams, Mariner, commander
of the sloop called Chance, of the burden of forty-five tons,
or thereabouts, belonging to Joseph Dean, Philip Moore

0/ Co., of Philadelphia, in the County of Philadelphia,
mounting four guns, and navigated with forty-five men, to
fit out and set forth the said sloop, in a warlike manner, and
by and with the said sloop, and the crew thereof, by force
of arms, to attack, seize, and take the ships and other ves-
sels belonging to the inhabitants of Great Britain, or any
of tbem, with their taek!e, apparel, furniture, and loading,
on the high seas, or between high water and low water
mark, and to bring tbe same into some convenient Ports in
the Colonies, in order that the Courts, which are or shall be
appointed to hear and determine causes, civil and maritime,
may proceed in due form to condemn the said captures, if
they be judged lawful prizes; the said Joseph Dean 0/ Co.
having given bond, with sufficient security, that nothing be
done by said commander, or any of the officers, mariners,
or company thereof, contrary to, or inconsistent with the
usage and customs of civilized nations, and the instructions,
(a copy of which is herewith delivered to him.) And we
will and require all our officers whatever to give succour
and 'assistance to the said commander in the premises. This
commission shaH continue in force until the ConO'ressshall
issue orders to the contrary. .

0 ,

Dateu at Philauelphia, April 11, 1776.

By order of Congress: .
JOHN HANCOCK, President.
JOHN ADA~lS.

TO THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA.-LETTER VII.

Philadelphia, April 11,1776.

The author of Common Sense does not trust whoUy to his
Scripture doctrines for the demolition of Monarchical Govern-
ment; and, indeed, how cO\1ld he? For he seems only to
have begun his stUdy of the Bible" since the tidal 19th of
April, 1715." Before that period, as he eloquently tells -

us, "no man was a warmer wisher to reconciliation (with
Monarchical Government) than himself." It may be proper,
then, to take some notice of what he offers by way of ar-
gument against Monarchy, and particularly the hereditary
kind.

" If hereditary successions," says he, (meaning succes-
sion to Monarchical Government,) "did insur

,

e
,

a race of good
o men, it would have the seal of Divine authority." Thus
54
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we find him, with his own hand, affixing the seal of Hea- to have taken a right course to accomplish what they intend-
ven to what he has before to1d us the Devil invented, and ed. This had effect as long as the capse continued; and
the Almighty entered his protest against. A strange incon- the only fault which can be ascribed to that which they es-
sistency, as well as heterocloxy! For, if)fonarcby be from tablished is, that it has not proved to be perpetual, which is
hen, and reprobated by Heaven, how can a succession to it no more than may be justly said of the best human Consti-
be sanctified by the authority of everlasting g(J()dness? tutions that ever have been in the world. If we will b[~

He finds another curious argument against the English just to our ancestors it will become us, in our time, rather to
Monarchy, in particular, by tracing it to the rascally original pursue what we know they intended, and by new Constitu-
of a French Bastard. Yet, in the estimation of many, this tions to repair the breaches made upon the old, than to
will prove as little against the institution itself, as it would accuse them of defects that will forever attend the actions
prove against this author's arguments, or mine, in the present of men."

.
.

controversy, if both of us were discovered, not only to have lUontesquieu himself, in the cool moments of philosophi-
sprung from bastards, but to be such ourselves. The family cal reflection, unbiased by local prejudices, and remote, both
escutcheon that is without a blot, must be but of very fresh in time and place; from the scenes he describes, has given
date. The rest of his arguments appear nothing better us an instructive lesson on this head. "A very droll spec-
than these, even where he displays his whole force, in lay- tade (says he) it was in the last century, to behold the
ing before us the materials of the English Constitution, impotent efforts the English made for the establishment of
under different heads. Democracy or Republican Government. The spirit of one

"First. The remains of Monarchal tyranny, in the per- faction was suppressed only by tbat of a succeeding faction.
son of the King. Secondly. The remains of Aristocratical The Government was continually changing. The people,
tyranny, in the persons of tbe Peers. Thirdly. Tbe new amazed at so many revolutions, sought everywhel;e for a
Republican materials, in the per'3ons of the Commons." Democracy, without being able to find it anywhere. At
These, he intimates, may be virtuous; but he should bave length, after a series of tumultuary motions and violent
made them as tyrannical as the otbers, so far as these Co]o- shocks, they were obliged to have recourse to that very Go-
nies are concerned; else w"bat are we contending for against vernment which they had so odiously proscribed."
them? Every Government, in order to be complete, must have

Alas! what more than Augean labour have I undertaken, within itself the power of preserving its being, as well CIS
in attempting to answer a writer, who, under the specious pursuing its well-being. And such a power necessarily im-
name of Common ..s'ense,is constantly dealing out paradoxes, plies three things: 1st, Legislation, or the making laws and
and setting himself up, not only in contradiction to the sober regulations for the good of the community; 2d, The exe-
sentiments of the wisest of mankind, but often in contradic- clition of these laws; :Jdly, The judging when they arc
tion to himself? Can any man expect credit who will dl11y executed, and punishing offenders. The great object
gravely assert that a people, long famed for wisdom and of tbe whole is political liberty, whicb ~Iontesq1Lieu defines,
love of liberty, would have employed themseh'es for a thou- "that tranquilJity or peace of mind arising from the opinion
sand years in compounding and rearing up a Constitution each person has of his safety. In order to have this libert',
out of the materials of the different simple forms of Govern- it is requisite tbat the Government be so constituted, as o;e
ment, and, all the while, have selected nothing but the man necd not be afraid of another," * either in respect of

tyrannical remains of each? To reason with such a writer his person or property. Every man's own feclings can tell
would be lost labour. Some assertions are too absurd for him that this is a true definition.
the possibility of refutation. The rules of logick cannot' But the union of these three powers-the Legislative, the
lay hold of them. Executive, and Judicial, in one man, or any number of men,

In such a case, the best answer that can be given is, to is not liberty, but tyranny complete; hecause there can be. l3y before the reader a true account of the English Consti- no safety for individuals in such a ca~e, unless goodne'is
tution, the praises of which have adorned and filled the were always united with power; which is not to be looked
volumes of the greatest men in our own and other coun- for, except under the perfect governmcnt of Heaven. "It
tries. In this part of my )vork, therefore, I shall have little is a mistake, (says the great Mr. Locke,) to think that this
more to do than to copy them; and as the sentiments of fault (the abuse of power) is proper only to Monarchies.
foreigners may be deemed more impartial than our own, I Other forms of Government are liable to it as well as that;
shall take one of the greatest of them-the illustrious "Mon- for wherever the power that is put into any hands for t! Ie
tesqu£eu-for my chief guide. But as this truly enlightened government of the people, and the preservation of th"ir
genius, with the dignity of a profound lawgiver, delivers properties, is applied to other ends, and made use of to im-
himself almost in the concise style of aphorisms, that he poverish, harass, or subdue them to tbe arbitrary and irregn-
may be more useful to men whose clear and comprehensive lar commands of those that have it, there it presently be-
understanding renders them fit for the like office themselves, comes tyranny, whether those that use it are one or many.
in the service of their country, I shall endea\'our to con- Thus we read of thirty tyrants at Athens, as well as one ;It
vey the substance of his doctrines, in the most familiar style, Syracuse; and the intolerable dominion of the Decernv£ri, or
retaining, as far as I am able, his sense and spirit. I shall ten men at Rome, was nothing better. 'Yherever law ends
likewise venture sometimes to make a few additions, either tyranny hegins."
for illustration, or to bring his general principles more closely Even the union of hut any two of these powers, the
home to the English Constitution. Legislative and Executive for example, in one man, or body

There is certainly something too venerable in a fabrick of men, would leave no chance for liberty; because they
built up with so much care by our ancestors, cemented with who make the la,ws, being also to execute them, they wou"id
so much blood, and to which they have adhered for so many be led to frame oppressive laws for the sake of the pow'~r
ages, to be lightly given up, upon the partial representations, and wealth which they might derive to themselves by car-
or general invectives of any writer, or number of writers, rying such laws into execution.
arguing from the abuse of things against the use of them. Again, there is no liberty if the power of judging be not
We would not lock ourselves out of an old habitation, till separated from both the other powers. For where the same
we had provided a new and better one; nor part with a persons who make the laws are either to execute them, or
common friend upon the passionate accusations of an avow- to judge of their execution, the life and liberty of the su'b-
ed enemy, without hearing what he could say in his defence, ject are wholly at their mercy. These principles arc gene-
and giving him a fair trial. For, at this rate, we could have ral, and they may now be applied to particular examples.
nothing of the least stability or pennanency upon earth; "In Turkey these three powers are united in the Sultan's
and our whole lives would be employed in making and un- person, and therefore the subjects groan under the weight
making, building up and pulling down, without ever reaping of a most frightful oppression."
the smallest fruit of our labours. "In the Republicks of Italy, where these three powers

The authorof CornmonSense stands singular in his rage are united in a standing body of Magistrates, there is less
for condemning the English Constitution in the lump, and liberty than in our Monarchies;" meaning those of France
the administration of it from the beginning. The immortal Spain, &c. "Their Government is obli<red to have rc~
S!/dney himself gives i~ a different character, and spea~s course to ~~

violent me:sur~s for its suppo:! as ev~m that of

with reverence of the wIsdom of our ances!ors. "TheyevI- the Turks. What a sltuatlOn must the poor subject be in,
,dentlyappear, (says he,) not only to have mtended well, but . ~H"ollte8q"iell,B.XI.ch.6.
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in these Republicks! The same Magistrates, as a body, are
absolute in everything. By having the execution of !he
laws, they possess whatever pO\vers they arc pleased to gIve
themse1ves in making them. They may phmder the State
without control; for they, first of a1l, in the char~cter of
]awgivers, appoint what taxes they please; a~d, be]~g also
the executors of the laws, these taxes come mto thmr own
hands, and may be put into their own pockets. , Being Jike-
wise themselves judges, amidst an these oppreSSI?nS, n~ ~an
can have a remedy against them~ and" every pflvate cItlz~n
may be ruined by their particular decisions. Althou~h m
such a State there is no external pomp (such as arbItrary
Princes have) that indicates tyranny or despotick sway':'
yet the people know it by a surer mark-" they feel ]t
every moment." Even at Venice, where the power, of t~1e
Magistracy is said to be somewhat softened, by havmg d]!-
ferent tribunals erected, which temper each other, there IS
stiU this mischief, "that these tribunals are co~posed ?f
Mauistrates all belonginu to the same body, whIch constl-o b

" bltutes almost one and the same power, unaccounta e to
any otlier. .

These three powers ought, then, for the preservatIon of
liberty; to be lodged in separate bodies, and made to control
each other. ~lontesquieu adds, that for the greater safety,
the judicial power ought not to be given to a sta~ding Senate;
but that the judges should be of the same station as the ac-
cused' or in other words, their peers--'amenable to the
law; ~nl; its mouth, and guided whol1y by its decisions;
that, in criminal cases especia11y, it is proper the person ac-
cused should have the privilege of choosing, in som~ measure,
his judges, (that is, in our Constitution, a Jury,) III c?ncur-
rence with the law or at least he should have a fight to
except against so gr~at a number that the remainder may
be deemed his own choice.

The application of these general doctrines ,to tl!e E,nglish
Constitution, the corruptions that have crept mto It, WIth the
power left in the people for bringing it back to its first prin-
ciples and renderinu it safer for us than any other we can, 0

b ' dprobaJ)ly substitute in its room, are important su ~ects, an
too copious to be discussed in this letter. CATO.

GLOUCESTER COUNTY (NEW-JERSEY) COMMITTEE.

In Committee of Inspection and Observation, "(.
April 11, 1776, 5

.Whereas the Continental Congress did lately resolve,
"That if any person shall be so lost to all virtue and re-
gard for this country as to refuse to receive the Bills of Cre-
dit emitted by the authority of Congress, or sho?ld obstruct
or discouraue the currency thereof, and be convIcted by the
Committee °of the City, County, or District, where he should
reside, such person should be deemed, published, and treat-
ed as an enemy of this country, and be precluded from all
trade or intercourse with the inhabitantfj of these Colonies:"
And whereas Lucas Gibbs, of the Township of Deptford,
in the County of Gloucester, Blacksmith, being charged with
a breach of this resolve, in refusing to receive the above
Bins of Credit, and the said Lucas Gibbs appearing before
the Committee of the County aforesaid, and being charged
with said breach, ar;knowledged the same, and alleged,. in
his defence, scruples of conscience th~reupon, as b~mg
money emitted for the purpose of carrYJJ)g on war agamst
Government:

The Committee, pursuant to the trust reposed in them,
proceeded to consider the charge and defence; were of ~pi-
nion, that as such charge appears to be true, and there bemg
no exception made by Co~gre~s, and as ~uch, conduct ~ends
to subvert the most essent]al fights and libertIes of theIr fel-
low-citizens, and the freedom of America, and, by destroy-
iner the means. of defence, to expose their lives and proper-
ti~ to unavoidable ruin, it ought not to be admitted. And
it appearing, by his o".'n ackn.owledgment,. that ,he has her~-
tofore received, and st]11contmues to receIve Bll1s of CredIt
emitted in this and the neighbouring Provinces, though fre-
quently issued for the purpose of war, his objection being
ill-founded, and the present pretence inconsistent with his
former conduct; this Committee do lInanimously hold up
to the world the said Luca.~ Gibbs as an enemy to his coun-
try, and precluded from ~ll trade or intercourse with the in-
habitants of these Colomes.

By order of the Committee: JOSEPH HUGG, Cl{)rk.

TO THE INHABITANTS OF NEW-YORK.

When we remember that there is no principle in divinity
or morality, in law or physick, but ,,:ha~ has been cont~o-
verted by some from interest or preJudICe, an? that WJth
some plausibility, we need not be greatly surpns~d to fi?d,
that notwithstanding the very general approbatIon whICh
Common Sense and Independence have met with in th~se
Colonies, some fi~wshould rise up and oppose tlwm. .'Vhat
plainer dictate of reason, than that t1~emo~ber and chlJd are
akin? Yet there bave been learned, mgemous lawyers, who
have aruued aITainst this with as much plausibleness as to
persuad~ Cou.rt~ that th?y were n?t aki?, an? ,to give a ?e-
cision auainst It. What ISmore eVIdent IIIreligIOn, moralIty,
and politicks, than that corruption. a~d bribery are ~ot for
the good of the nation, and that ]t IS very destructIve for
placemen and pensioners to have seats in Parliament? B~t
though it has been often attempted to exclude them, yet It
has always been negatived. It is the interest of the Court,
and these Court members, to allow them, and therefore rea-
son and good policy are not regarded. Such American,~ as
depend upon, or have expectations from t.he Britl~sh Cou,rt,
most certainly will be against separation, smce, as Demetr~us
of old (a man who understood himself well) observed, wIth
great propriety, "by this we have our wealth."

It is supposed, not without reason, that some of th~ most
zealous opposers of Common Sense are secret enemJCs to
this country-Tories in disguise, who, finding that toryism
is become obnoxious, have chosen dependance as a more ad-
vantaueous post from which they may, with greater reputa-
tion a~d success, promote divisions, and defeat.all the mea-
sures the Colonies have concerted. Hence it is observed,
that all who were suspected to be Tories are now. fierce for
reconciliation, and pretend to be dreadfully afraid at the
mention of Independence. They have changed their ground,
but not their principles. Others are influenced by motives
not so unfriendly to their country, viz: ignorance and cus-
tom; as multitudes in Popish countries are prejudiced against'
Protestants and reformation.

The British Constitution has been mightily extol1ed.
But by whom? By Court Bishops and their dependants;

.
by Court lawyers and their dependants; by placemen and
pensioners.

" For by this we have our wealth.'" But not- _
withstanding all the praises which such gentry, the great
leaders of the nation, have lavished upon the British Con-
stitution, any person of candour, who shall examine it with
impartiality, must soon be convinced that it is far from de-
serving any great commendation. To pass over the great
imperfections of Kingl~ Government ~nd hereditary s~cces-
sion, and the enormous expense whIch Courts ~eqUJre to
support their extravagance, to tile gr~at oppreSSIon of the
industrious poor; what right from Scnpture, or reason, has
the King to assume the arrogant title of Head of the Church,
and to act in that capacity, ",-hen it often happens that he
is not qualified to be a ,me~ber of the Church

~
'Vas it

not the most absurd thmg m tbe world that Kmg James
tbe Second, a professed Papist, should be the head of the
Protestant Church of England, to which he was the most
determined enemy? or that an infant, or a woman, should be
invested with this prerogative? According to the custom)
(derived not from reason, but from the feudal tenure;;,) the
lands descend to the e]dest sons, who may indulge them-
selves in the greatest profusion, while all the rest. of th.e
children are left to shift for themselves. God Almighty IS
no respecter of persons; but the British Constitution gives
to some to wallow in luxury to destroy themselves, and forces
the greater part to live in po~erty. And hence innum~rable
robberies and executions, whIch have scarce made theIr ap-
pearance in the Colonies, except imported from the British
Constitution.

These mighty landed gentlemen are entitled by bi~th, to
all generations, be they ever so worthless, to a ~eat m the
House of Lords. When they are brought up III luxury,
pride, and ambition, they are e,xce11,entlyqualified, no, do~bt,
to be legislators. Yet such ]S thIs boasted ConstitutIOn,
that legislators they must be, though they s~ould kno~ nO
more about law and ri<rht than about Arabu:k or fluxIOns.
To the Lords Temporal there are added the Lords Spirit-
ual, or the Bishops. But what reason is there for clergy-
men to have seats in Parliament? Are there not secular:
gentlemen enough to regulate the civil stat~ of the King-
dom, without obliging the clergy to leave theIr proper fune-

.
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tions to attend npon business inconsistent with their proper
calling? The dependance of the cJergyon the Crown gives
great weight to the King, and helps to enslave the people,
since they have been known to preach up non-resistance
llnd passive obedience, for the sake of prefi~rment.

And as to the House of Commons, who are to represent
the people, they are chosen by a small pitiful handful of the
inhabitants. Much the greater part of the men of property
have no right to vote, for members of Parliament. The
poor beggarly Boroughs send a great part of the members
of the Hoqse of Commons. This is British Constitution,
but as contrary to reason as light is to darkness, and utterly
inconsistent with all good Government. 'Vhere, then, is the
divine excellence of the British Constitution?

However, the administration upon the Constitution is still
worse. The votes of the electors are bought by the candi-
dates. By this the poor beggarly electors, many of them,
have their principal support; they depend upon the sale of
their votes for their subsistence. And as the members buy
their seats at a vast expense, they sell it to the Minister for
as high a price as they can. Reason and conscience have
had hut little business in Parliament these fifty years. Money
determines all. Thus bribery and corruption, places and
pensions, have subverted any good principles and designs of
the Constitution, and reduced the State to an enormous mass
of fony and wickedness, jumbled together, ready to fall into
dread fill and irrecoverable ruin.

Such as are for reconciliation with Great Britain per-
haps impose upon themselves and others, by viewing the
professed principles of the Constitution, or some of them,
merely in theory, abstract from the present administration.
But this is a most disingenuous method. Thny should take
a full view of the whole fabrick, and then they would find
a most unequal representation ih the House of Commons,
septennial Parliaments, and a House of Lords fit for -,
and that such principles as arc calculated for the good of
the State, are generally subverted by the long wicked ad-
ministration upon them. Now, if the Colonies should be
rcunited to Great Britain, it must be to her as she is now
at present, where the electors are bought, and the majority
of the Commons are kept in pay by the Minister, and all
places of honour and profit are eonferred, not according to
men's merit, by their wisdom and bravery, but as they vote,
where the nation's money is expended by millions to pervert
reason and support the lVlinister. Now, what advantage
can it. be to America to be united to such a prodigious mass
of corruption, and be subject to the will of a Prime Minis-
ter, to learn from him the arts of cQITuption and bribery, of
oppression and cruelty, to be taxed or murdered, according
to IJis whim or caprice? We have been grievouslyoppress-
cd; we have begged and prayed for relief. To what pur-
pose? 'Ve might, we should certainly prevail, if we had
mote money than the Minister, and could secure more votes
than he; but no hopes of redress without this. The expe-
rience of twelve years confirms this.

The appeal has been made u'om petitions to arms. This
renders the arguments for continuing dependant, fi~volous,
and, indeed, ridiculolJs. What do arguments avail against
plain facts? Upon whom do the Continental forces at Bos-
ton, New-¥01'k, and the Carolinas, depend? Upon whom
do our armed vessels depend? Can any person be hardy
enough to assert that they depend on his Majesty, are com-
missioned or employed by him, or are acting by his autho-
rity? Upon whom do the Continental Bills, that pass cur-
rent in the country, depend? By whom are they emitted?
If we can be weak enough to be persuaded out of our senses,
and to think that we are still dependant, would it be possi-
ble to persuade the British Ministry of this, unless we had
the Spanish mines to bribe and blind them? They were
jea~ousof this long ago, and often declared we were aiming
at mdependency, before there were any thoughts of it among
us, or. any appearances of it. But they must be as foolish
as they are wicked, if they should believe that we are de-
pendant on Great Britain now, when we have openly raised
fleets and armies against her. Will they believe empty pro-
fessions in opposition to such incontestible facts? No. They
look upon us to be independent, and will reduce us to sub-
jection if they can, just all one as if we had explicitly de-

. clared it. So that we have no reasQn to hope for any kind
treatment from them by our connection, if any yet remains.
But, by declaring independence, say the objectors, we shall

lose our friends in the House of Commons. And what
then? They may be sincere and zealous in our cause, but
they have not heen able to do us any good; nor they never
will be able to do us any good, since the Minister, havinl;
the disposal of places and pensions, and the national purse,
can always secure a majority to vote for and support hi,
meamres. The whole strength of the nation is exerted as
much against us as if we had not one friend in Parliament.
We shall then at worst lose the friendship of those who are
unable to help us. We are, then, obliged to them for their
good-wi]], and wish them well. If they are generous fi'iends,
they will consider our necessity, and still exert themselves
in our favour; but if they should forsake us, we shall lose
nothing. Now, the great thing in question is, whether we
shall ruin ourselves for the sake of their unavailing friend-
ship?

Great Britain cannot find money enough to supply her
hungry courtiers and their dependants, but has been forced
to lay a tax upon liS. She has lost, it is said, twenty-seven
millions by this unnatural war. Where will she fiod mi]-
lions to repair the damages done to Boston, Charlestown,
Falmouth, N01folk? Where a fund to pay the millions
emitted by the Congress, on our reconciliation? Have we
any reason to expect she would be ableor willing to refund
to us all these just damages? Not the least. Upon the
scheme of dependance we must put up with our losses, and
bear our expenses, which must ruin the country. But if we
renounce all connection with Britain forever, unless upon
the plan of common trade, as with other nations, we can
then seize upon the unoccupied lands, and sell them, which
will procure :1 sufficient fund to answer every purpose we
can desire, and set us free from slavery and taxation to all
generations. But without this, we have no funds, and the
necessary consequence must be, that the credit of our paper
currency will sink, and we shall be beggared and ruined.
Independence is the only thing that can save liS.

Other nations, if we prove cowardJy after all the pretences
Je have made, will think there is no danger in attacking us.
We may dependupon it, they will put in for a share.of the
trade by force, or by planting Colonies. They did not
know the importance of America before, but now it is held
up to view to all the Courts of Europe, and carefully stu-
died. Some of them will be ready to become our aBiesfor
a share of our trade. But if we slight that ofi()r, and obsti-
nately adhere to Britain, they will doubtless resent our con-
duct, and put in their claims the first fair opportunity. De-
pendance on Britain wiJl keep our country in a rerpetunl
stare of war. But let us assert IndelJendence and Freedom
with an open and manly boldness, and we shall be a safi}
and happy State.

New-York,Aprilll, 1776.

,

CAPTAIN BILLINGS '1'0 NEW-YORK COmfITTEE OF SAFETY.

Fort Montgomery, Aprilll, 1776.

GENTLEUEN: The day I left New- York we got (with
our sloop) as far as one Mrs. Striker's, a widow, about seven
miles from the city, where we came to anchor, waiting for
\Vind and tide. Going on shore, some of our people went
to the barn, where was a negro man at work, and, in their
play, they discovered a gun curiously secreted under the
floor of the barn. They came and informed me of thl}
same, when I went, with sundry gentlemen, to view the
place. I made a discovery of a second, crowded under the
floor, and hid by a quantity of hay crowded in after the gUilE:.
I examined the negro, and found him to equivocate. I then
went and conversed with Mrs. Striker on what I had di~-
covered; but could get 110 satisfaction, further than -that onc
Mr. Steple borrowed the guns, viz: one from Mr. Walton,
and the other from Mr. Delancy; and she (Mrs. Striker)
heard Mr. Steple order his servant to convey them home.
But the servant declares that his master ordered him to hide
them in the barn. I consulted Captain Rosekrans and Mr.
Brinckedwff, whose sentiments (with mine) were, that I
should take the guns with me to Fort ~[ontgomery, which I
have done; and shall keep them until further directions from
your honourable House. Tbis Mr. Steple was absent nt
the time; some of my men affirm they saw him run at the
sight of our frocks; but I left a billet, informing him of
what I had done, and my determination of acquainting the
Congress. They are grxJd arms--one a King's arm, and
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the other a f()wling-piece. Will be obliged for direction
what further to do. Meantime, I am, with the greatest re-
spect, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,

ANDREW BILLINGS.,
To the New- York Committee of Safety.

ALBANY COMMITTEE TO COLONEL CURTENIUS.

Albany Committee.Chamber, April 11, 1776.

SIR; When we received your letter, we made the neces-
sary inquiry, and find the enumerated articles extremely
scarce, and not to be had at the prices you have set. How-
ever, we can inform you that Messrs. Henry, J}fcClallen,

&-' Henry, merchants in this city, have imported from
Canada, this winter, a sufficient quantity of woollen cloth
(blue, gray, and brown) to clothe two regiments; and also
a good many bales of brown Russia, and Scotch sheeting,
and osnaburghs. They have also a sufficient number of
blankets, from two and a half points to four points. If the
whole is taken, they promise to sell them at a reasonable
advance. We would, therefore, advise you (as the prices
of the above articles will exceed what you mention in your
letter) to send up, or authorize some person to agree with
them.

With respect to the guns you mention, we can inform you
that the General has had out people to purchase all that
could be found. The stockings are not to be had here.
Would therefore advise you to send into Connecticut for

. them. We are, sir, your humble servants,
By order of the Committee:

ABRAHAMYATES, JUN., Chairmlln.
To Colonel Curtenius.

P. S. We want none of the articIes mentioned, but the
RWJsia sheeting and blankets. The last article is limited
by the Continental Congress to sixteen shillings per pair.
Query. Whether the Province will pay what they cost
more. .

CQLONEL SALTONSTALL TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-London, April 11, 1776.

HONOURABLESIR: The Captains in the Third Regiment
are inlisting and detaching one-third of their several com-
panies, and shall soon be able to make returns of the com-
panies to be formed, according to order. Am in doubt how
to understand the following clause in your Honour's orders
of the :2d instant: "And appoint them one Captain, two
Lieutenants, and one Ensign, to each company, observing
the ranks which they now sustain in the Regimen t." 'Whether
it is intended according to seniority of their several commis-
sions, or that I may appoint such as are now Captains, Lieu-
tenants, and Ensigns, at discretion, without special regard to
the dates of their several commissions. Should esteem it a
favour to be particularly directed in this matter.

. I do not ap-
prehend the soldiers in the New-London companies will now
amount to more than about two hundred and eighty men;
and in Lyme, about two hundred and thirty; consequently,
more than tWQ companies will not be raised. The com-
pany under my command, stationed in this town, is aug-
menting with all possible despatch.

Your most obedient and most humble servant,
G. SALTONSTALL.

To Governour Trumbull.

Newport, Rhode-Island, Monday, April 15, 1776.

Thursday last, towards night, the Ship Scarborough, of
twenty guns, a transport ship of two hundred tons and six-
teen guns, a brig loaded with provisions, and a sloop loaded
with salt, came into this bay, and anchored between Goat-
Island and Conanicut.. In t~lCeveni~~, two. row-galleys,
commanded by Captams Gnmes 'md Hyer, \\llth a number
of volunteers from the Army on this Island, took the brig and
sloop. Afterwhich, a battery at the north part of this town,
a battery at Brenton's Point, and the galleys, played so
briskly upon the ships, that they were soon obliged to move
out of the reach of the batteries, and went 'under Conanicut.
Captain IIyer, in one of the galleys, lay within musket-shot
of the Scm-6oTough,firing npon her, while Captain Grimes
boarded and sent off the brig and sloop. The Scarborough
did the galley some damage in her hull and rigging, and
the musketry trom her tops wounded one of Captain Hyer's

people very badly, which was all the injury received on the
American side. This bold action, of taking two vessels
close under the stern of a twenty-gun ship, may possibly
convince our enemies that the Yankees are not such das-
tards as the Tories in this country have represented them.

There were seventeen hands taken in the above vessels,
who inform that the ships were from Georgia, the trans-
port having on board one hundred and forty soldiers; that
the Scarborough was commanded by Captain Barclay, and
had on board Sir James Wright, Governour of Georgia, his
family, and some other Tories of that place. That the brig
was from Philadelphia, taken going into Georgia; that the
sloop was from some of the Islands, commanded by Captain
Gregory Cozzens, of this place, and taken near Georgia;
that they were bound to Boston, and had parted with seve-
ral other prizes, one of which (a sloop) arrived here on
Saturday, and anchored between the two ships.
. Saturday night and yesterday morning, a battery at Co-

nanicut so disturbed the quiet of the Scarborough, the
transport ship, and the sloop, that they took advantage of a
fair wind and pushed to sea; but, as they passed the moUth
of the harbour, a battery on the east side, near Castle-Hill,
hulled the Scarborou!.fhtwice, and sent one eighteen-pounder
through the sloop. The Scarborough retul'lled a very heavy
fire on both the batteries, without doing the least damage.
Our bay is now free from Pirates.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO CAPTAIN SAMUEL McKAY, (A

PRISONER.)

New.Haven. April 11, 1776.

SIR: I received yours of the 9th insta.nt, and could wish
that it was in my power, consistently with the duty I owe to
my country, to grant you the reJief you desire. I have
made repeated applications to General Howe for an ~x-
change of prisoners, but he has not thought proper to return
me any answer. It has been in his power to set you at
liberty; and if you are still continued a prisoner, the blame
must lie entirely upon him.

The situation of your family is indeed distressing; but
such is the event of war; it is far from being singular.
The brave Colonel Allen, an officer of rank, has been tom
from his dearest connexions, sent to England in irons, and
is now confined to the most servile drudgery on board one
of the King's ships. Your treatment, sir, and that of the
other officers taken in arms against the liberties of Ameru:a,
has been very different; for the truth of this I appeal to
your own feelings. Whenever it is in my power to release
you by a mutual exchange, I shall do it with the greatest
pleasure; and am, sir, your most obedient servant.

GENERAL WARD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Boston, April 11, 17'78.

SIR: I am to inform your Excellency that Colonel Glovel'
applied to me for a warrant upon the Paymaster-General,
to pay those men who are in the service of the Continent,
on board the Continental privateers just arrived from a
cmise; but I did not think myself authorized, by your in-
structions, to grant a warrant. He informed me the men
would not be induced to go out again, unless they received
their pay. I therefore directed him to supply the places of
such men as might leave the privateers, out of his regiment,
until I could receive your directions in the matter.

The agent for the privateers, at Beverley, Captain Bart-
lett, has likewise applied for the same purpose. I must,
therefore, beg the favour of your particular directions rela-
tive to the above-mentioned applications.

I bave not been able to collect any material intelligence
from the people taken on board the transport which Com.
modore ~Manlysent into Portsmouth. The general account
they give is, that the enemy are going to Quebeck as soon
as the river opens. '

A fifty gun-ship, with three transports, lies in Nantasket
Road. A man who made his escape from the ship informsl
that the officers on board said they were to be there until
the transports arrived, which are expected from Europe,
and then to follow the fleet.

I am, your Excellency's obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMKS WARD.

To General Washington.
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DOCTOR MORGAN TO A COMMITTEE OF THE MASSACHUSETTS

ASSEMBLY.

Cambridge, Aprilll, 1776,

GENTLEMEN: It gives me much concern to hear thaUhe
intention of General Washington, and his orders to me to
take possession of the shop, medicines, and utensils, &c.,
belonging to Sylvester Gardner and William Perkins, late
of Boston, for the use of the Continental Army, and the
resolves of the honourable House of Representatives and
Council of this Province, should seem to interfere with your
commands. I would wiUingly hope that, before any step is
taken to counteract the orders of the Commander-in-Chief
of the Army, and the resolves of the Legislature of this Co-
lonyat large, I may be favoured with a conference with
you-and I shaU gladly meet with you when and wherever
you a~'e ple~sed to appoint-to explain to you the General's
mtentlon wIth respect to Doctor Gardner's shop, and the
reasons on which his orders are founded. I imagine it will
be no difficult n;atter, to con vince gentlemen of your weight,
character, and mtegnty, as \yeU as importance in the com-
munity, of the propriety of so general an order. As his Ex-
ceUency General Washington ever made it the rule of his
conduct to support the civil authority, and not to infringe it in
a single instance, I flatter myself you will be very tender how
yo.u. offer ~ny i~su1t to his orders, by eXplaining away the
spmt and mtentlon of them, which proceeded solely from
what he esteemed the essential interests of the Army. Cnder
his authority I now act. It is by his direction I have taken
cha.rge of the shop~ of Messrs. Gardner and Perkins, which
he mtended I should possess myself of. I mean to leave an
approved list in your hands of what I take; and to obligate
myself for the payment of every article I take into my cus-
tody~ w.henever I am caBed upon authoritatively so to do;
bu~ It IS by no means my intention to relinquish a single
artIcle comprehended within my orders, that I think wiU be
of ~ervice to the ~nny. If I leave any particulars behind,
whIch are found In Doctor Gardner's or Doctor Perkins's
shops, (as I, doubtless, shall many,) it wiB be fi'om a con-
sideration of their not being wanted for the use of the Army.
But I .flatter myself the gentlemen of thc Committee, acting
on a hberal ,Plan, win not take on the~selves (but leave it
to one a,ppomtcd for the purpose) to Judge of this matter;
and whIlst they keep in view that the cause in which the
Army is employed, is not merely a Provincial concern, but
c.omprehends the interests of the United Colonies, and con-
sIder the recent benefits which the inhabitants of Boston have
der!ved .from the good, orde~ and discip]ine of the Army, and
theIr bemg weB supphed wIth everythmg necessary to them,
as such, (in what relates to the sick is no inconsiderable
I?art,) I ~m ,c?nfident they will. not suffer the misrepresenta-
tIOns of mdlVlduals (perhaps mterested in the advice they
give) to depriv~ the J\rmy of. all the advantages that may
accrue from bemg furmshed wIth the most ample provision
of hospital stores, and which they must have, fi'om whatever
quarter they can be got, be the expense whatever it may.
Idou~t not, on being favoured with a conference with you
on tlus head, every misapprehension wiJI be effectually
cleared ,:p to our mutual satisfaction. If not, I have only
to acquamt you that I must remain here till I receive fresh
orders from the General, whether to recede from his instruc-
tions or not.

I rcmain, with the utmost deference and respect, gentle-
men, your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN MORGAN.

To the Committee of the General Court, now sitting at
Boston.

INDEPENDENCE IN NORTH-CAROLINA.

In Congress, North-Carolina, April 12, 1776.

The Select Committee, to take into consideration the
usurpations and violences attempted and committed by the
King and Parliament of Bn:tain aO'ainst Am'erka and the
f he'urt er measures to be taken for frustrating the same, and
for t~e better defence of this Province, reported as fonows,
to WIt :

It appears to you~ 90m~i~tee that, pn:suan.t to the plan
conce~ed by the I!ntzsh. Mmlstry for ~ubJugatmg America,
the Kmg and Parhament of Great Bntain have usurped a

l?0'Y"erover the persons and properties of the People, un-
lImIted and uncontrolled; and, disregarding their humble

petitions for peace, liberty, and safety, have made divers
legislative acts denouncing war, famine, and every species
of ca]amity against the Continent in general.

That British Fleets and Armies have been, and stm ar£',
daily employed in destroying the people, and committing
the most horrid devastations on the country.

That Governours in different Colonies have declared
protection to slaves who should imbrue their hands in the
blood of their masters.

That the ships belonging to America are declared prizes
of war, and many of them have been violently seized and
confiscated.

In consequence of all which, multitudes of the people
have been destroyed, or from easy circumstances rcduced
to the most lamentable distress.

And whereas the moderation hitherto manifested by the
United Colonies, and their sincere desire to be reconciled to
the mother country on constitutional principles, have pro-
cured no mitigation of the aforesaid wrongs and usurpation:;,
and no hopes remain of obtaining redress by those means
alone which have been hitherto tried, your Committee are
of opinion that the House should enter into the following
resol ve :

Resolved, That the Delegates for this Colony in the Con-
tinental Congress be empowered to concur with the Dele-
gates of the other Colonies in declaring Independency, and
forming foreign aJliances, reserving to this Colony the sole
and exclusive right of fonning a Constitution and Laws for
this Colony, and of appointing Delegates, from time to time, .
(under the direction of a general representation thereof,) to
meet the Delegates of the other Colonies for such purposes
as shall be hereafter pointed out.

The Congress, taking the same into consideration, unani-
mousl y concurred therewith.

By order: JAMES GREEN, JUN., Secretary.

TO ~m. ALEXANDER PURDIE.
Williamsburgh, Virginia, April 12, 1776.

The independence of the Colonies dai]y becomes. more
and more a topick of very anxious disquisition. The sub-
ject appears, in general, to lie under the difficulties ofbeinO'
misrepresented by our enemies, and misunderstoocl by som~
amongst ourseh-es. Without flattering myself that the fo1-
lowin~ re~arks will remove either, I shall be obliged by
your Il1sertmg them.

It may, with certainty, be affirmed, that, among the cnds
which the Colonies (from South- Carolina to New- York,
inclusively) had in view when they began the present con-
test, independence held no place; and that the New-En[(-
land Governments, if they had it in view at all, consid~'-
ed it as a remote and contingent object. The tcrrours of im-
mediate oppression engrossed our minds too fully to !eave
muc~ room for ambition., Admitting this fact with regard
to New-England, (of wInch, however, I know no proof,) it
was not the effect of a seditious character in the peopJc,
but of a consciousness that, by their union and populousness,
they approached more nearly than any single Colonr to
that period of power, when independence would have be-
come a natural event, and dependance a political absurdity.
That the Colonies were proceeding pretty rapidly to such a
period of power, seems to be a point acknowledged by all
dispassionate reasoners on both sides. The King's Mjni~;-
tel's, indeed; have induced him to believe, and to tell his
Parliament, that our professions of attachment and loyalty
were meant only to amuse, while we were meditating a gene-
ral revolt. The heart of an American tells him that tbe
charge is erroneous, and the single external evidence of our
having begun the war with so scanty a provision for its sup-
port, will prove it so to all the unprejudiced world. In truth,
these professions were founded in such deep-rooted attach-
ments, that even now, when our lives and properties are the
sport and prey of every tender's motley crew tbat can catch
them, many of our brethren shudder at the name of Inde-
pendence.

The use of words, without settling their detenninate
meaning, often occasions disputes with men whose senti-
ments in reality exactJy correspond. This appears to be
particularly the case in the present question.

In many, the name of Independence is accompanied with
the terrifying ideas of an everlasting separation from Great
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Britain, of the destruction of the finest Constitution in the
world, as the phrase is, and of the substitution of Republican
Governments in the Colonies. Then follows a dreadful train
of domestick convulsions in each Republick; of jealousies,
dissensions, wars, and all their attendant miseries, in the
neighbouring Republicks; in which form of Government
they seem to imagine that nature breeds

An monstrous, an prodigious thi~gs,
Abominable, unutterable, and worse
Than fables yet have feigned, or fear conceived-
Gorgons, and hydras, and chimeras dire!

Under the pressure of real calamities, which, if actually
felt, cannot be exceeded, do men find comfort in the con-
templation of those that are imaginary; and which, were
we sure they would befall us, might claim our preference by
being remote. .

Others, with the ideas of the former, connect some dark
mysterious scheme for tricking us into independence, to
which most of our Continental measures, however speciously
introduced, are supposed to be ultimately subservient. These
men, my friends, are enemies to harmony. The motions of
their spirits are dark and dull; and whatever be their pro-
fessions or condition, let them not be trusted.

Of a much more numerous and respectable class are those
who think that our opposition is founded in a virtuous deter-
mination to defend our liberty against a tyranny instant and
impending; that no sacrifice, no suffering, should divert us
from the necessary means of effecting so important a pur-
pose; that if, in the course of events, a declaration of inde-
pendence should become essential to our safety, we should
instantly adopt the measure, considering it not as a primary
object of the war, but, in a secondary view, as a means of
conducting it successfully. Now, I verily believe this is all
that nine-tenths of the Congress mean, notwithstanding that
the presses of Philadelphia have lately brought forth Com-
mon Sense, ~Montgomery's Ghost, and other frightful forms,
to the no small terrour of many of his Majesty's liege sub-
jects..

Without attempting to prove that these fears are much of
the same puerile cast as those with which the armour of an
heroick and affectionate parent impressed the son of Hector,
I shall endeavour to show that the propriety of speedily de-
claring a temporary independence, at least, may be derived
from a circumstance more generally interesting and solid
than from the machinations of the Congress.

It is confessed, on all hands, that we cannot continue the
war with very prospel':JUs hopes, unless we can be supplied
from foreign countries with warlike stores, (with many neces-
saries of which the restrictions on British trade deprive us,)
and unless some market be furnished for the productions of
our labours. Accordingly, men expect with impatience the
freedom of exportation, when this trade may be pushed to
the utmost extent. But, alas! in the small essays we have
already made, we have found foreigners reserved and cold.
They will tell us, "In justice to your veracity, we must be-
lieve that you will be cordially reconciled to Great Britain
so soon as certain acts of Parliament shall be repealed.
Now, as she cannot carryon a vigorous war without you,
she must either sit a silent spectator of our triumph, and of
her O\vn ruin, or repeal the acts, and, in conjunction with
you, take vengeance for our fi'iendly intentions, before we
have received any advantage from them. We cannot, there-
fore, hazard so much with so precarious a prospect of an
equivalent. 'Ve insist not that you should declare an ever-
lasting separation from Great BI"itain, and thereby cut off
all prospect of .an honourable renewal of old fi'iendships;
but that you will, with the freedom, solemnity, and good
faith of sovereign States, enter into a treaty of commerce
for a certain time, and into a treaty of neutrality, at least,
should our efforts to serve you produce a rupture with that
power."

A commerce thus established would be beneficial and
honourable. Such manly and vigorous conduct would ren-
der us respectable to foreigners, and formidable to our ene-
mies. But if we can only venture to steal a foreign trade,
I can see nothing but disappointment, disgrace, and con-
tempt, from all quarters. In the one case, the malice of
our enemies will be awed into moderation by the increase
of our power; in the otber, by its decline they may enjoy,
uncontrolled by any other passion, the rich prospect of a
revenge insatiable. Here, however, independence steps in

to terrify us. For my part, I see no terroUr in it; but in
an unconditional dependance, which seems, at present, our
only alternative, I see a thousand. It wears, indeed, the
rugged aspect of virtue; but, like the shield of Pallas, it
petrifies alone the timid and the base. It is the invincible
guardian of the brave and virtuous.

I fancy that many qualms on this subject would be over-
come, if men would more thoroughly consider how very far
we have already proceeded in eftecting independence; and
that many who have engaged in this business are irrevo-
cably destined to the cord, whatever vain hopes they may
entertain of drawing out a few strands from it, by an ill-
timed and dangerous moderation. I apprehend that inde-
pendence could in no way be morc explicitly announced
than by dissolving the Government on which it depended,
and forming one with which it is utterly incompatible. "Be-
sides the overturning from without, Governments are dis-
solved from within, when the Legislature is altered," are
the words of Mr. Locke. We have not only altered the
Legis]ature, but exercised the judicial, the executive, and
every other pO\ver of independent sovereignty, except the
least considerable one-of negotiating with foreign States.
Why have we so unanimously and cheerfully assumed the
greater acts of sovereignty, and yet hesitate about the ]esser?
If the absolute necessity of commencing the contest directed
us, insensibly, to the former, why tremble when the neces-
sity of continuing it as "absolutely directs us to the latter?
I am at a loss to give an answer, except that we shall be
obliged to caIl ourselves (what, for some months, we have
really been) independent. In this dread sound our terrour
seems to .be comprehended. And shall we, by silent stealth,
draw all Its good effects, and shamefully deny our benefae-
tor? I confess this conduct resembles more the dark cruiIt
of rebellion, than the manly can dour of a righteous resista~ce.
'Vhi]e Congresses, Conventions, Councils of Safety, Mi]i-
tary arrangemcnts, Courts of Admiralty, County Committee
Courts, Colonial Sheriffs, &c., are fresh in their memory,
will our enemies believe us when we tell them we meant
not to be inclependent? So mean a subterfuge would serve
only to acid the insolent lash of contempt to the scourge
they have prepared for us.

The expectation of peaee and reconciliation still fosters
the irresolution of some men. The vague, unauthenticated
hints of peace, (which were the harbingers of my Lord
~North's olive-branch,) divided our councils, and enervated
our preparations for defence. This, it might have been
thought, would have furnished us, and on no very reason-
able terms, with the wisdom of experience; but some, under
an infatuation without example, are now deluded with an
artifice of the same kind. 'Ve fondly expect Commissioners
of peace. The King, on the contrary, tells us expressly,
that he shall send them to receive the submissions of the
penitent Rebels, and that they shall be accompanied with
a very respectable force. This very respectable, very ]1lI-
mane, and peace-compelling force, is neither more nor less
than all which they could at present muster for our destruc-
tion. One of his servants tells us we may obtain anything
by a constitutional application; while another, in his pre-
sence, (who has the sole power of enabling us to try the
experiment, should we incline,) refuses by his concurrence
to make it possible. And could this be done by the author
of a late pathetick letter? It is adding insult to injury with
a vengeance.*

Their smiles are not to be trusted, and their resentment
should not be dreaded; the treachery of the first is not less
formidable than the effects of the last.

I am, sir, yours, &c. A. B.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM PETERSBURGH, VIRGINIA,

DATEDAPRIL 12, 1776.
.

In my way through Virginia, I found the inhabitants
warm for independence. I spent last evening with Mr.
-, from South- Carolina. He tells me that the people
there have no expectation of ever being reconciled with
Britain again but only as a foreign State. They have
formed a Government for themselves. John RutledfFe, Esq.,
is appointed President, with all the powers that a~e vested
in the Governour. From several letters I have received.General Clinton and I,ord Dunmore, in their late conference witl1
Colonel Corbin.

.
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from North-Carolin« since that Convention met, I find they
are for independence, as they either have, or intend to re-
peal the instructions that were given to their Delegates, and
to leave them at liberty to vote, upon every occasion, as
they may think best. Mr. - was some little time' at
Halifax. He says they are quite spirited and unanimous;
indeed, I hear nothing praised but Common Sense and In-
dependence. The people of North-Carolina are making
great preparations, and say they are determined to die
hard.

I assure you, my good sir, the vehemence of the Southern
Colonies will require all the coolness of the Northern ones
to moderate their zeal. I suspected, when I was with you,
that, whenever they were urged, they would go to great

. lengths.

GENERAL CHARLES LEE TO RICHARD HE~RY LEE.

Williamsburgh, April 12, 1776.

~Jy DEAR FRIEND: I am much pleased with the ap-
pointment of the Congress, of the two Engineers, and not
less so with the artillery establishment; but, at the same
time, am a good deal dissatisfied by an omission of the Pro-
vincial Congress of Virginia, in not having mentioned a
Company of Artillery, which they had already raised, and
at the head of which a Captain innis was placed. You
perhaps know him. He was formerly usher of the German
school here; is a man of extraordinary virtue, good sense,
and knowledge. The thought of discharging such men is
extremely disagreeable. I hope some means may be de-
vised of providing for him in a manner adequate to his merit.
If a Commissary of Ordnance is to be an established office,
it would suit him. There is, I understand, to be, likewise,
a Commissary of Musters. I would beg leave to recom-
mend a Mr. Archer, who has a most unexceptionable cha-
racter, and lost his all-his household goods and slaves-in
the destruction of Norfolk. These sufferers have certainly
(when qualified for the discharge of their duty) the first and
most solid claim to the favour of the Congress. As I can
have no jobs in view, as I have no predilections or connexions,
I shall make no scruples of appointing to act, and intreat-
ing the Congress to confirm my appointments.

I have myself no doubt that the first attempt of the ty-
rant's mercenaries wilJ be on Virginia. My opinion of your
troops and officers is, thank God, so good, as to put me
entirely at my ease with respect to action corps to corps.
I only wish your Provincial Congress and Committee of
Safety had taken some precautions for the security of your
great navigable rivers against their piratical inundations, and,
in my opinion, nothing could be easier effected. Perhaps
I may differ from the generality of seafaring people; but,
as they have their prejudices, and are, like other professions,
a servum pecus, I shall not give up my opinion. I would,
then, propose fitting your rivers with twelve or eighteen
oared boats, mounting a six-pounder at the head of each,
fortifying the sides with occasional mantlets, musket-proof,
and manning them with stout volunteers, whose principle
should be boarding. I am mistaken, when we are suffi-
ciently provided with fleets of this kind, if a single tender
wi!l show itself in your rivers. I have already, for experi-
ment sake, sent out one boat, armed and principled in this
manner, on a cruise, and expect with impatience the issue.
The men have their cutlasses and pistols, and seem to taste
the project. I shaH order twenty for each great river. The
expense is trifling; and the spirit-the very principle of
coming to close quarters-will inspire naturally the people
with confidence in their own force ann valour.

Another great point I seem in a fair way of obtaininCT:
the conciliating your soldiers to the use of spears. W e h~d
a battalion. out this day. Two companies, of the str0l1O"est
and tallest, were armed with this weapon. They ;ere
formed something like the Triarii of the Romans, in the rear
of the battalions, occasionally either to throw themselves
into the intervals of the line, or to form a third, second, or
front rank, in ?lose order. It has a fine effect to the eye;
and the men, m general, seemed convinced of the utility of
the arrangement. In t~o days I shall visit Norfolk, Suf-
folk, and Kemp's Landzng.

Yours, affectionately, C LHARLES EE.

To Richard Henry Lee.
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MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO RICHARD HARRISON.

[No. 115.] Annapolis, April 12, 1776.

SIR: By Captain Kell we send you a cargo of flour,
which we hope will get safe to hand, and meet with a good
market. As to the species of rerums, we have heretofore
written you fully. We have nothing to add at present, only
that you would please to observe that our bay is so fun of
men-of-war and tenders, that we are of opinion that, what-
ever returns you send, should be in small vessels, that sail
well, and may occasionally run into some of the inlets OIl
the seaboard side of Worcester County, or come in close
under Cape- Charles. Weare, &c.

To Mr. Richard Harrison, ltlartinicQ.

MARYLAND DELEGATES TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, April 12, 1776, nine o'clock at night.

GENTLEl\IEN: Yours of the 9th instant was delivered to
us this day at twelve o'clock; and we immediately handed
the packet enclosed to the President. It contained the
act of Parliament for restraining the trade of the Colonies,
passed in December last, and which was received here in
the beginning of February. Our friends in South-Carolina
supposed we might not have received the act, and therefor<:J
sent the first copy they received.

There having been an arrival of powder lately, on ac-
count of the Congress, we (just before the receipt of your
letter) borrowed a ton, and shall send it to Chestertown, to
wait your order in the distribution thereof. Every other
Colony has been supplied from the Continental maCTazine,
and this was spared to us without hesitation.

b

Weare, gentlemen, your most humble servants,
T. STONE,
T. JOHNSON, JUN.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE ASSElIffiLY OF NEW-

HAMPSHIRE, ETC.

Philadelphia, ApriJ 12, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: .While the Britislt Ministry are takinrT
every step that cruelty and revenge can dictate for the dE~
struction of American liberty, it is incumbent on these Uni-
ted C.olonies to exert their utmost efforts to defeat them.
Happily for our country, their military operations have not
been attended :vith. that success which they so sanguinely-
expected. ThIs cIrcumstance, however, far from abatinrT
their. rage ~gainst us,. has h~d tlle effi.~ctconstantly produced
by dlsappomted passIOns; It has roused them to make new
exertions of power against us; and we now behold Amf-
rican property, by a late act of Parliament, made legal
plunder. Such a train of rapine and violence can be
equalled only. by the s~irit with wl:ich it is likely to be exe-
cuted. Havmg authonzed the seIzure of vessels belonrril1rT

~o these Colonies wherever found upon the high seas, ther~
IS too much reason to apprehend the execution of the edict
(which we may expect in its greatest extent) will, for a
tIme, prove a severe clog to the trade of America. Under
these circumstances, the Congress, in hopes of checkinrT in
some d~gree, an evil which ~her cannot, at present, rem6ve,
and actmg on the same prmclple of self-preservation and
retaliation which they have hitherto adopted, have been in-
duced to come into sundry resolutions relative to the fittina-
out letters of marque and reprisal. The trade of Americ~

~s an object of so much consequence, and the protection of
It so hecessary, .that I make no doubt of your giving all the
encouragement m your power to any measures that may b~
deemed expedient for its security and existence.

~
herewith transmit bonds, commissions, and instructions,

whIch the ~ongress has .thought proper t? request the sew'-
ral Assembhes, Conventions, and CommIttees of Safety, tQ
make use of on the occasion.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very humble servant, J H P .OHN ANCOCK, reszdent.

To the Honourable Assembly of New-Hampshire.

[Same to the Honourable Assembly of M«ssachusctts-Bay ;
Assembly of Rhode-bland; Assembly of Connecticut.
and Convention of Virgini«.]

,
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an undoubted right, inherent in every freeman; and it wiII
doubtless be granted that there must be a law, before there
can be any transgression.

Yet, behold a freeborn Briton, who has ever maintained
a good reputation among all ranks and conditions of men
within the circle of his knowledge, scized in his own house,
without knowing by whom, or by whose authority; dragged
away by a Militia force from the bosom of his family, and
from the city of his abode, without ever seeing or knowing
his accusers, and without being examined, or admitted to
make any defence; carried, a stranger, to a strange land,
fi'om whose inhabitants he can expect no kind of friendship,
and whose laws afford him neither hearing or relief, there
(like a felon of the degree of a shoeblack) locked up in a
loathsome prison of less than five yards square, afflicted with
cold, with smoke, and with unwholesome smells; in addition
to a sickness under which he labours; in this situation remain-
ing, capable only to enumerate the days and months of his
oppression, and so (in aU appearance) likely to remain,
till death shall thus complete its slow approaches, inch by
inch.

Let Heaven and earth bear witness, while the generous
man and the brave, of what nation or language, rank or

SAMUELGALE TO JOHN l\lcKESSON. condition, denomination or party soever, shall lay his hand
Fairfield,April 12, 1776. upon his soul and answer, Are not these things intolerable?

SIR: On the :23d ultimo, I was informed by a private Especially let him answer, after findiI1g them to be dirE'ctly
hand, that your body had resolved on my release, and on the contrary to aU publick laws, resolves, an.d orders, both an-
illegality of my imprisonment. Whether their proceed. cient and modern, and still continued, rrotwithstanding his
ings have or have not arrived here, is to me unknown. release, and the illegality of his being taken has been long
Though Mr. Burr used to caU on me often at first, and since determined on by a resolve of that body which holds
though I cannot help mentioning his civility when Mrs. Gale the supreme rule of the Province to which he belongs, and
was here, yet he seems much altered of late. He has not from whence he was forcibly taken!
called on me since the 1:2th of March, notwithstanding he What in the wodd can these persecutions mean? Or,
has been in the house almost every day. Whether this what can they be intended to produce? An alteration of
alteration be owing to false tale-bearers here, or to some ill- faith? I shall ever hold myself open to conviction, and
disposed person in New- York, or to what other cause, I when I am convinced of any error, I shall frankly acknow-
know not. It has been hinted to me, that he may perhaps ledge it. But if this be a specimen of modern freedom,
think me not sufficiently humble for a close prisoner. I must you would doubtless consider me a hypocrite of the first
acknowledge that an illegal detention, even within the walls magnitude, should I ten you that I preferred it before the
of a loathsome prison, .though in a strange country, without ancient system. Is it meant to secure the safety or exchange
friends, and with but very little money, has not, nor cannot, of prisonel"s? Such notions mnst ha ve been fOl!nded in
lead me to degrade the dignity of a freeman; neither can I error or mistake; nor could they ever be produced but by
(notwithstanding the hint) ever believe that Mr. Burr would a roundabout application through the channel of the civil
expect it. officers; for neither of his Majesty's states, military or mari.

I had an oppOl"tunity of sending to you by another pri- time, know anything of my ever being in existence; at least,
vate hand, in a few hours after the departure of the former, if they do, it is totally without my knowledge or applica-
by whom I informed you of my then remaining in this tion. Or is it (as appears to me most likely) that some of
loathsome den, where I still continue; as also of my labour- my persecutors want to dip their hands in the .blood of a
ing under a fit of illness, which has since much increased, martyr? If so, it \vould, in my opinion, be far less crimi-
and still exists, though 1 have found myself much better nal, both in the sight of God and man, for them to let it flow
these last three or four days than for some time before. in decent streams, than thus (with dastardly meanness) to

In this intolerable place, the wind, when cold, fairly chills drag it from me drop by drop.
every vein in my body. The smoke, when there is a fire, Though I conceive it a duty incumbent on every man to
not only blinds, but nearly suffocates me i and the continued use his endeavours for the preservation of his life, yet (I be-
smell of the room has, I fear, tended to rot my very vitals. lieve you knew it before these unhappy times came on; if
In the morning I have perpetually a sickness at the stomach; not, Mr. Kelly, or Mr TVells, can tell you) I never viewed
about noon comes on a fever, which, in about three hours, death through so horrible a medium as SOI)lemen do, and J
is succeeded by an ague, sometimes more, and sometimes have lately learned to consider it as a matter of relief, rather
less violent. Every of these intolerable tortures were so in- than as a punishment. To leave the wife of my bosom a
expressibly increased by the excessive weather of Saturday, disconsolate widow, and the babes of my loins without a
the 30th ultimo, that they introduced thoughts and extorted helper, is doubtless an unhappy reflection; but I am of opi-
expressions too wild to mention in cooler moments. nion that a single stroke, however violent, would, in the end,

I have applied to two different attorneys for a habeas be less grief to those I leave behind me, than a continuation
corpus, that the nature of my detention might be inquired of that suspense and anxiety of mind with which they are
into ibut, to my entire astonishment, they informed me that now totally overwhelmed. However, as a

.duty which I

that writ never issued in this Government, nor was there any owe to my Maker, I am led again to demand my life, liberty,
law of the Colony that could administer relief. 'Vhat, then, and safety, at the hands of thw: who hold the governing
in the name of Heaven, is to be done? reins of the Province of New- York, to which I belong; be-" .

I am strangely mistaken if it has not ev~r heretofore bern fore whom I shall take it as a further favour in you, to lay
looked upon as the essential right of a free people, that this letter immediately on its coming to your hands.
every individual should enjoy unmolested the liberty of doing Should any imprudent or offensive expressions be cop-
and saying whatever was not prohibited by some law or rule tained in this, or either of my other letters, I doubt not but
prescribed. I also conceive that the greatest severity which your knowledge of my former treatment will lead your can-
reasonable creatures could, with any degree of colour, in- dour to consider them, not as any intentional offence, but as
flict on any offender, were the penalties which they had pre- a matter flowing from that fountain of unmerited oppression,
viously affixed to his crime. I reconect no rule, nor whose streams have continually washed over me, without in-
(though I have inquired as well of Mr. Burr, who detains termission, for more than a twelve-month past. On this
me, as of others) can I find any published by any man, or consideration, I would beg the liberty of going one step
body of men, that I have broken. Nay, the whole that is, farther, and mentioning, that though I ever heartily wished
or can be, laid to my charge, appears by one of the ad- for a more permanent and happy political arrangement be-
dresses of the Congress in 1774, to have been at that time tween my native land and this, than has hitherto subsisted,

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. v. 55

COLONEL WHIPPLE TO MESHECH WEARE.

Philadelphia, April 12, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed you have some papers containing the late
resolutions of Congress. Blank commissions, &e., will be
forwarded by the President. I hope Colonel Bartlett wiH
soon be here; I expect he will set Ollt before tbis reachf:)s
you. If the accounts cannot be got ready, a petition from
the General COllrt, or, if they are not sitting, from the Com-
mittee representing the exertions of the Colony in the com-
mon cause, and the disadvantages of emitting such large
sums in Colonial bills, will have a very good effi~ct, and, I
am inclined to think, would obtain a grant of about two-
thirds the sum the Colony is in advance.

Congress have been so exceedingly engaged, I bave not
been able to call their attention to the report of the Com-
mittee on the application of your Committee, but hope I
shaH very soon be able to transmit their determination.

I am, with great respect and esteem, sir, your most obe-
dient servant W W' ILLIAM HIPPLE.
To the Honourable ~leshech Weare.
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yet, early in the unhappy contest, I (as well as thousands
'besides) conceived an important danger, that a new-raised.
military would, in time, wrest the sceptre from the hands of
those who were intended to control it, and rule the in-
habitants of the land solely by the force of arms, without
their approbation or direction in the least; thereby depliving
the reputable citizen and the industriom husbandman, that
had at any time fallen within the compass of any of their
displeasure, of the benefit of every law from whence any
relief might come. Methinks I now view that dreadful mo.rn
already dawned! Let it not be said that I see clearly.

The sensible and the generous, whose sentiments are un-
contracted, of whatsoever party or denomination they may
be, will cease to wonder that persons who were heavily laden
with this conception should hold opinions something differ-
ent from those, who (though they would all equally detest
so diren.Jl a production) considered its pregnancy as a mere
visionary fable that existed not.

Whether this was a natural or a false conception; whether
it has or has not arrived beyond the state of embryo, and
acquired the motions of a living f<rtus, every man must
judge for himself. Let it ncver be said that it has arrived
at a perfect birth!

Fatal experience has given me but too much reason to
suppose its being already born; nor can anything short of
an immediate release convince me to the contrary. If I
am wrong, I should be heartily glad to be convinced of my
error, and (as I said before) I shall then frankly acknowledge
it. Should this be the case, I would beg the favour of you
to despatch a person hither on purpose; for] cannot place
much faith in receiving anything by the post, being fully of
opinion that you have not been so long silent. I should
also be glad he would bring a spare horse with him, as horses
are not easily to be hired here.

I cannot conclude without saying that, however erroneous
my opinions, or however imprudent my revealing them may
have been, few, if any, have ever held more sincere wishes
for the real welfare of this, and every other part of his Ma-
jesty's dominions, than myself.

1 must repeat my thanks to you for the trouble you have
taken; and should a continuance of this unhappy season
lead you, or any of your acquaintances, into a disagreeable
situation, you and they may rely on receiving every relief
that can flow through any channd, by means of the appli-
cation of, sir, your most obedient servant,

S. GALE.

To John fttlcKesson, Esq., Attorney-at-Law, Ncw- York.

PAROLE OF GOVERNOUR BROWNE, ETC., PRISONERS TAKEN

BY ADMIRAL HOPKINS.

Colony of Connecticut, Port of New-London, "{

April 12, 1776. 5
'We, Montfort Browne, Esq., Governour of New-Provi-

dence, Thomas Irving, Esq., and James Babbidge,* prison-
ers in the power of the Governour and Council of Safety
for the Colony of Connecticut, being delivered to them by
the Commander-in-Chief of the Fleet of the United Colo-
nies in America, having been kindly treated and protected
by them, and enlarged on parole, do hereby solcmnly pro-
mise and engage, on the honour of gentlemen, that we will
not bear arms against the Colonies of America, in any man-
ner whatever, for the space of twelve months, or until we
may be exchanged; nor will we, during that time, take any
measures to give intelligence to the British Ministry, or
Ministerial Army or Navy, or to any person or persons
whatever, relative to American affairs; but will proceed,
with alJ convenient expedition, to the town of TVindham,
in tbis Colony, and peaceably abide within the limits of said
township, and submit ourselves to the further directions of
the said Governour and his Council of Safety; that we will
not, directly or indirectly, attempt to procure any person or
persons to rescue us; and tbat we will not go on board any
British ship-of-war during the continuance of our engage-
ment not to bear arms. J BAJlIES ABBIDGE,

THOMAS IRVING.

. NEW-LoNDON, .I1p,.j[ 19, 1776.- TVednesday Jast, ~1Iontfort Browne,

Esq., Governour of Ne'w.Providence, Mr. Ba&bidge, Secretary of that
Province, Mr. In'ing, one of the Council of South- Cm'olina, ami a num-
her of (Jther prisoners, bro\lght in hy Commodore Hopkins, were carried
from hence to fflindlwm, under an escort.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 22, 1776.]

Fort George, April 12, 1776.

SIR: The troops that arrived too late at Albany to cross
the lakes on the ice are now at thi~ post and Fort Edward,
impatiently waiting for the lakes to become navigable. I
hope a day or two wi]] effect it. All is in readiness to
move immediately the cannon are embarked, and alJ such
stores as' are not perishable.

General Thomas is seven miles from this place, where I
have advised him to remain until the lakes open, as we have
scarcely room to lay down at this place. The gentlemen
Committee remain at Saratoga for the same reason.

The originals of the enclosed papers are this moment
come to hand by the Canada post. The intelligence they
contain is so interesting that I send tbis by express, and
h~ve also wr~tten to General Ttashington, repeating my
wIsh that a remforcement may be immediately sent up.

I have been long apprehensive that the imprudent con-
duct of our troops would create a disgust to our cause in
the Canadians; it even hurts it in this Colony, as I have be-
fore taken the liberty to observe to you; nor will it be reme-
died without a stricter discipline prcvails, nor even then
unless severer punishments could be inflicted than the pre-
sent military law allows of.

We have had a severe snow-storm this day, which is
clearing up with a high northwest wind, which may proba-
bly break the ice.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient humble ser-
vant, PHILIP SCHUYLER.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

P. S. General Washington informs me that he cannot
procure any hard cash.

Montreal, March 16, ] 776.

SIR: This will be handed to you by Mr. Blake, in \vhose
favour I have taken the liberty to draw upon you one order
of the 13th instant, for three hundred and ninety-four pounds
fifteen shillings and three pence, lawful money, which is fill'
b]ankets, &c., purchased for the use of the troops; and one
order of the 16th instant, for four hundred and seventy-one
pounds eighteen shil]ings and nine pence, lawful money, ;:n
cash, borrowed of him for the use of the Army, and which
we have had for some timc, without interest. He bas beell
very friendly to us, and granted us every assistance in his
power. I therefore recommend him to your notice. fie
will tell you the reasons we have to apprehend that there is
mischief contriving by the King's Troops, and the inhabi-
tants, traders, and savages, in and about Detroit.

Many of our friends in this town, from a number of cir-
cumstances, are of opinion that those men, who I informed
YOIlof in my last had made their escape from this place,
took with them a considerable sum of money. Weare in-
formed by some Savages that they left Legolet last Monday
for Niagara and Detro£t; and it is thought if a party went
off immediately by the way of the JJilohawk River that they
might be taken. After being fully informed by Mr. Blake,
perhaps you will think it will be necessary to make a diver-
sion that way as early as possible; for should a large num-
ber come down to this town, while the bulk of our Army are
at Quebeck, they may give us trouble.

I have made a calculation of what powder we have in
this country, and find there is not more than sixty rounds
for six thousand men, supposing we had no use for cannon.
I am afraid that it will be so difficult to pass the lakes in a
little time, that unless the men are hurried, our numbers will
filII greatly short of what were expected.

Your favour of the 6th instant I have received, and am
very sorry that the who]e of the provisions, cannon, artil-
lery, stores, &c., which were designed for this country,
could not be sent forward. I hardly know what we shall
do. Our money is already gone. Hope there is some
upon the road. The Deputy Paymaster is still herc. Ho
sent some time ago fifteen thousand dollars, in paper, to
Quebeck; but I believe that he has not a sufficiency to pay
off the Army by him. I expected to have gone to Quebeck
myself before this time, but the troops coming in so slowly,
and there has been so much to do here, that, as yet, it has be(~ll
impossible. I am glad to bear that General Lee is on his
road. Hope to see him in this Province in a few days.
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If you can possibly be spared from New- York, I think it
of the greatest importance to our operations in this country
that you remain at Albany till we can be remitted and sup-
plied with necessaries; am, therefore, exceeding glad to
hear that you intend it. .

I am, sir, your most obedient arid very humble servant,
D AVJD WOOSTER."

no soldiers. On the 15th of this month, those who wintered
,in the country are free, and, in my opinion, neither art, craft,
nor money, will prevail on many of them to reinlist to serve
in Canada. Colonel.Livingston's Regiment, consisting of
about two hundred, WII! be free on the same day; very few,
of them, if any, will re-engage. Of my intended regiment I
ha~e about two hundred and fiiry. The want of money
obliges me to stop; where I shal] remain until matters take
a change, if ever, in our favour, as not a man more will now
engage, and those which I have inlisted will go to the riO"ht
about in case the Canad1:ans in general join against us ;'" at
least such is my opinion. With respect to the better sort of
people, both French and English, seven-eighths are Tories,
who would wish to see our throats cut, and perhaps would
readil y assist in doing it.

The taking of Quebeck is altogether casual. The keep-
ing of the country, according to the present appearance of
affairs, is totally against us. No preparation has been, or can
be made to guard the river, for a very good reason-no
m?ney or men of s~jJl to do it; the whole country left
wIthout any other kmd of law than that of the arbitrary
and despotick power of the sword in the hands of the
several cOI?manding officers-too frequently abused in all
cases of thIs nature.

You may remember, sir, in a conversation with you, at
Albany, I urged the necessity of sending immediately to
Canada able Generals, a respectable Army, a Committee
of Congress, a suitable supply of hard cash, a printer, &c.
Indeed, I had before represented those measures in person
to Congress-at least to the Committee of ConO"ress-and
we have since been flattered, from time to time, ~ith one or
all those essentials.

Head.Quarters,Montreal,April 1, 1776. The Savages hereabouts are cool; they keep aloof from
SIR: General Wooster left this place for Quebeck the us; we are to expect little or no fi'iendship from them, and

~7th last month. He has honoured me, thouO"h uneqdal to indeed, little or no precaution has been taken for that purpose:
the task, with the command of this District. I shall, there- It is excepted by some that numbers will come fi'om the in-
fore, to the utmost of my abilities, do for the best; and I terior coqntry, and fall on our frontiers, early in the spring.
conceive it t?y ~uty, as well as inclination, to inform you of Encl?sc,d I ,transmit you extracts fi'om some private let-
every matenal circumstance as they occur to me, as well as tel'S, which accidentally came to hand from the camp before
to give you a particular account, from time to time, of this' Quebeck. I beJieve the contents, as the news has come to
~mrortant district;. and perhaps it may not be thought amiss to\vn se~eral w.ays. The C~nadians taking up arms so
If I add my own Ideas of the whole country, and affairs in early agalllst us IS of the most Important consequence. We
general. You are not unacquainted with the friendly dis- have brought about ourselves, by mismanagement, what
position of .the Canadians when General ]jfontgomery first Gover~our Carleton himself could never effect.
penetrated mto the country. The ready assistance which Havmg endeavoured to lay before you a true state of facts
they gave on all occasions, by men, carriages, or provisions, as they occl~r to me, if I have done my duty t~ler,eby, I s!u~ll
was most .remarkable ; ev~n wh~n he was before Quebeck, be happy;, tf I have exc~eded, I beg you wIll Impute it to
many Panshes offered theIr serVIce in the reduction of that pure zeal m my country s cause, and tbe ardent desire I

f~rtress, which was at that time thought unnecessary. But ~ave, on all occ~si,ons, to co~tribute all in my power for the
Ills most unfortunate filte, added to other incidents, has caused mterests of the "Lmted Colomes. And should you be of opi-
such a change in their disposition, that we are no more to look nion that any of my remarks are worthy the attention of

up~n the,? .as fi'iends, ~ut, on the contrary, waiting an oppor- Congress, .you .will please to communicate the~1.
tumty to J.omour enemIes. That no observations of my own I am, SIr, wIth true respect, your most obedIent servant,
may rem am obscure, I beg leave to observe, that I think the MosEs HAZEN.
clergy (or guardians of the souls, and conductors of the To Major-General Philip &huyhr.

bodies) of these, enthusiasts have been neglected, perhaps in
some Instances II! used. Be. that as it will, they are unani- ..

Camp beforeQuebeck,March 26, 1776:

mOllS, though pnvately, agamst our cause; and I have too ~ have Just tIme to let you know that I.and my family

much reason to fear many of them, with other people of afflved at Hea~-Quarters on Saturday, 23d mstant: in good

some consequence, have carried on a correspondence the health. I am mformed that, five hundred Canadwns, and

whole win,ter with Genera,l Carleton in Quebeck, and are a few Regulars from the garmon, ~ave assembled together,

now plottmg our destructIon. The peasantry in general twelve leag~es below Qu~beck, wIth two twelve-pounders,

have been ill used; they have in some instances been dra- and are gettmg m?r,e formIdable every day; and have inter-

gooned,. with the point of the bayonet, to furnish wood for cepted some provIsions of Ol~rs. We have s~nt a party of

the garnson, at a lo,:"er rate t,han the cllrr~nt pric~; carriages, men after them: to. take theIr standard (whIch they have

and many other arttcles furmshed, for which certIficates were erected) and brmg]t to Head-Quarters. For my part I

given, not leO"ible and without sionature-the one half of dread the consequence, as our party does not amount

consequence ~~jected by the Qua~termaster-General. It is to one hundred, men. God (and he only) can detenn'ine

true, they have been promised payment, trom time to time; our fate. I th!nk we ha.ve sent one gondola and some

yet they look upon such promises as vague, their labour and armed batteaus In order to I!1tercept an armed s~hooner from

property lost, and the Congress and the United Colonies as Quebeck; and they are cuttmg more out of the lCe-I mean

bankrupt; and, (what is a more material point) they have" the Regulars. ,
not seen sufficIent force in the country to protect them. Excus~ haste. I know your prudence wIll know how to

These matters furnish very strong arQ11ments to be made handle tins dangerous news. JOHN BROGDEN.

use of by our enemies.
0

To Captain Goforth, commanding at Three-Rivers.
To. take a ,view of our little Ar?1Y here, I have pretty P. S. Nothing shall escape my notice to you of all that

g?od mfonnatIon that our strength m camp before Quebeck passes; and if you think me worth your notice, let me have
dId not, on the 18th of ]j1arch, much exceed that on the day your opinion. Thanks be to God, this moment, as I was
after .General ~Iontgomel'Y's fall. .General Arnold had at concluding this letter, news came in that Major Dubois
tha~ tIme about four hu~dre,d men I~ a small-pox Hospital. had sent a letter to General Arnold that our men met with
N either order nor subordmatlOn prevaIls, and of course shortly the advanced party of the enemy, killed and wounded a

.

Head-Quarters, before Quebeck, March 26, 1776.

The contents of your last favour I have not time to an-
swer by this conveyance. This is only to give you some
idea of some late interesting transactions.

The Priests in t\VO or three Parishes below roint-Le'vi
having been brought to Head-Quarters some weeks since,
on account of their diabolical conduct, and were released on
solemn promises of amendment, have, in conjunction with
a party sent from town, imbodied several hundred Cana-
dl:ans, and, it is said, have two twelve-pounders. Against
this body, our men from the Point (two hundred in all)
marched yesterday morning, engaged the enemy, took thirty
prisoners; how many killed cannot learn. We had one man
wounded. This was not the enemy's main body. This
account is, as I am informed, from Major Dubois, who
commanded on the occasion. Aaron Platt and Philadel-
phia IIllghes were in the party. We impatiently wait the
issue of this affair, as much depends on it. One hundred
and fifty Jerseymen and Pennsylvanians are to march for
Point-Levi this day. I have only time to add that I am,
&c., GERSHOM MOTT.

To Captain Goforth, commanding at Three-Rivers.



871 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., APRIL, 1776.

good many, and took thirty prisoners, and routed the rest,
and are advancing to the main body. A party of one hun-.
dred and fifty men is gone to reinforce our party. We ex-
pect further news very soon. If we carry our point, I think
Quebeck will soon be our own. J. B.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER .OF CAPTAIN GOFORTH.

Reports are various with respect to Indians. Some say
five thousand are coming down to cut off Montreal; others
say they are to pass J}fontreal, come to Three-Ri.vers, and
hasten to Quebeck to the relief of their father, (Carleton,) who
is now confined within the walls, and must be relieved, or they
will lose all their trade. Whether reality or fiction, time will
soon discover. Should have written to the General before
now about some flagrant abuses that have been committed
by the private soldiers on their march Lo QIwbeck, had I
not expected to have had the honour to receive l1im at
this place before now. A Priest's house has been entered
with great viole~ce, and his watch plundered from him. At
another house they run in debt about twenty shillings, (En-
glish,) and becanse the man wanted to be paid, nIll him
through the neck with a bayonet. "\\Tomen and children
have been terrified, and forced, with the point of the bay-
onet, to furnish horses for private soldiers without any pros-
pp..ctof pay. I have not had it in my power to discover the
offenders, but have issued a proclamation. Captain Stoup,
of the Jersey Forces, left with me a silver tablespoon, which
he thinks was taken by one of his men from some inhabitant
of Montreal. Please to advertise it, that the owner, sending
the marks, may have it again.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL THOMPSON.

Fort George, April 12, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I enclose you a letter fi'om General Wash-
ington, which I have taken the liberty to leave open for
your permal. Should he not have reached New- York, you
will please seal and forward it to him, by express, wherever
he may be; as also that of Mr. l1ancock. If there is a pos-
sibility of sparing troops fi'om New- York, they will certainly
be sent. I wish you, therefore, to detain all the vessels you
can to transport them to Albany, until the return of your
expresses from Congress or the General, excepting such as
may be employed in transporting provisions, which must be
sent. up with all possible despatch j together with two or
three tons of powder, if it can be spared.

I am informed that' the garrisons at the posts in the High-
lands are very weak. If so, you will please to send a rein-
forcement, under the command of an active officer.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient, bumble servant,
PHILIP SCHUYLER.

To Brigadier-General -Thompson,or Officer commanding at
New- York.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort George, April 12, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: Yesterday I had the honour to receive
your favour of the 3d instant, by Bennet, who overtook me
on my way to this place. AJI is in readiness to move, as soon
as the lakes open, which, I hope, will be in a day or two.
General Thomas is here, six companies of Bu.rrer s Regiment
from Connecticut, two companies of the First Pennsylvania
Battalion, and three of the New-Jersey. The remainder of
these corps are gone on, whereof two companies are about
forty-five miles below Crown-Point; the rest have reached
Canada. 'Ve have also here two companies of Van
Schaick's, of this Colony; and five companies of the Second
Pennsylvania Battalion are at Fort-Edward, waiting for the
lake to open, as I have no quarters for them at this place.
The remainder of Van &haick's are not yet raised; and
two companies of the First Pennsylvania Battalion are on
their way from New- York.

I should be extremely happy, my dear General, to pay
my devoirs to you at New- York, but I do not see a possi-
bility of quitting this quarter, without risking all in Canada;
unless some other General Officer should relieve me, I shall,
therefore, presume to remain, unless I receive your further
orders.

Four o'clock, P. lU.-This moment the post from Canada
is arrived. I enclose you copies of all the papers I received.
The intelligence they afford is so alarming, that I beg leave

to repeat my wish that a considerable body of troops should
be immediately sent up.

I have stopped the courier at this place, and he goes
back immediately to advise our friends in Canada that the
troops now here will soon be in Canada; and I have pre..
sumed to add, that they will be followed by three or fom
thousand more. This intelligence will keep up their spirits,
and intimidate our enemies.

I have heretofore observed to your Excellency that I had
never received a return of the Army in Canada. I am, on
that account, still incapable of letting you know the strength
of our Army there. I am equally in the dark with respeclt
to the arrangement made in officering the two regiments that
were to be raised out of the troops that wintered there.

The provisions at these posts is very trifling. None of
what General Lee has contracted for, is come to Albany; .

and, unless a speedy supply is sent up, our troops in Ca..
nada must suffer. I have written on this subject to General
Thompson, before I left Albany; and although I make not
the least doubt but that he will forward it, if he can, yet 1
beg leave to mention it, lest he should forlret to mention it
on the arrival of his superior officer at New:York.

lam seized with a copious scorbutick eruption, which ][

have frequently experienced, and imagined it threw off some
other more disagreeable disorder. I believe it will not can..
fine me, or prevent me from doing my duty. '

I am, dear General, most sincerely, your obedient, hum..
ble servant, PHILIP SCHUYLER.

To His Excellency General -'Vashington.

GENERAL WARD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Boston, April 12, 1776.

SIR: I am to inform your Excellency that Colonel War..
ren, the Paymaster-General, acquaints me he has not money
enough left in the Treasury (since what was drawn for the
Commissary and Quartermaster) to P

.

ay the five rc.nments
which remain here for the month of ltlarch. '"

Mr. Quartermaster Parke had a warrant for 6\'e tholl"
sand five hundred pounds twelve shillin!!S, and Mr. Com..

. missary Avery had a warrant for four thou~and five hundred
pounds, to defray the expenses in their se\'eral departments;
and they both assured me that they could not do with less.

Your Excellency will be pleased to give the necessary
directions with respect to a supply of money.

I am, your Excellency's obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMAS WARD.

To General Washington.

GENERAL WARD TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 23, 1776.]
Boston, April 12, ]776.

SIR: Some time since, I wrote you, requesting leave to
resign my command in the Army, on account of my ill state
of health, and desiring some person might be appointed in
my place; but, as yet, have had no answer.

I must renew my request, for the same reason. I cannot
be content to continue in office, when I am conscious 1 am
not able to do the duties of the same; for I think it would
be dishonourable.

Devoutly praying for the Divine blessincr on our righteou:;
cause, I subscribe myself your most obedi:nt and very hum--
ble servant,

A WRTEMAS ARD.
To the Honourable John lIancock, Esq.

P. S. Dr. Tucker, and about twenty-four men, the day
before yesterday, in whaleboats, near Cohasset, took one of
the enemy's vessels, two hundred tons burden, laden with
rum, valued at six thousand pounds sterling, and carried her
into Cohasset.

COLONEL KNOX TO COLONEL BURBECK.

Cambridge, April 12, 1776.

SIR: In the written instructions which his Excellency
General Washington was pleased to give to me, it is ex..
pressly ordered that you are to go immediately for New..
York by the most direct road.

You will, therefore, set out as soon as possib]e, and pro..
ceed, with the utmost expedition, for that place.

I am, sir, your very humble servant, H KENRY NOX.
To Lieutenant-Colonel William Burbcck.
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COLONEL BURBECK TO-COLO~~L KNOX.

Cambridge, April 12, 1776.

SIR: I see, by your instructions from his Excellency, I
am ordered to New- York directly. Wh_en I camc out of
Boston, the Provincial Congress votcd rne one hundred and
fifty pounds during the war, and four shillings ster]ing a day
for life. It would be ungenerous for me to leave their ser-
vice, as they have provided so well for me. If I leave their
service, the four shillings a day is lost to me. As 1 am ad-
vanced in years, I am unwilling to part with it.

I am not able to set out directly to New-York, because
I am finishing the drafts for cannon, mortars, and carriages,
for the Province. -

I hope, sir, the above will excuse me for not complying
with your orders.

Your humble servant,
To ColonellIenry Knox.

WILLIAM BURBECK.

DECLARATION BY THE INHABITANTS OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

Colony of New-Hampshire, in Committee of Safety, t
April 12, 1776. 5

To the Selectmen of . . . . . . .
In order to carry the underwritten Resolve of the honour-

able Continental Congress into execution, you are requested
to desire all Males, above twenty-one years of agc, (Luna-
ticks, Idiots, and Negroes excepted,) to sign the Declaration
on this paper; and, when so done, to make return thereof,
together with the name, or names, of all who shall refuse to
sign the same, to the General Assembly, or Committee of
Safety of this Colony. 1\"'. W C'~ .

J. EARE, Italrman.
"In Congress, March 14, 1776.

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the several As-
semblies, Conventions, and Councils, or Committees of
Safety, of the United Colonies, immediately to cause all
persons to be disarmed, within their respective Colonies,
who are notoriously disaffected to the cause of America, or
who have not associated, and refuse to associate, to defend,
by Arms, the United Colonies, against the hostile attempts
of tIre British Fleets and Armies.

" Extract from the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary."

In consequence of the above Resolution of the Conti-
nental Congress, and to show our determination in joining
our American brethren in defending the lives, liberties, and
properties of the inhabitants of the United Colonies:

We, tIre subscribers, do hereby solemnly engage, and
promise, that we will, to the utmost of our power, at the
risk of our lives and fortunes, with arms, oppose the hostile
proceedings of the British Fleets and Armies against the
United American Colonies.

Nahum Bah!win,
Moses Nichols,
WlIliam Bradford,
JosIah Crosby,
Pcter Wuodbnry,
Thomas Burns,
Rubert lVleans,
Nalh:ul Jones,
Henry Codmon,
Peter Robertson,
Jonathas Smith,
John B\lrn~,
Stephen Walker,
Sam uel Harris,
David Hildreth,
Ephraim Booker,
Henry Kimball,
William Low,
Samnel Stanley,
Jonathan Grimes,
Amos Flint,
Wiliiam Read,
Joseph St eel,
Wiliiam Oddl,
Joseph Bouttell,
Timothy Smith
Thomas CUVfe\1,
Ephraim HiJdreth,
Nathan Kendall,
Benjamin Day,
Reub~n BOl,llter,
Ebenezer Kea,
Ken.}a! Bootwe's,
Oliver Carlton,
Hezekiah Louvjoy,
Enos BrlLdford,
Thomas Towne,
Datliel Stephen,

SIGNERS IN AMHERST.

James LeelOn, Israe! Town, Jun.,
Benjamin Hopkins, William Taylor,
J aeub Curtice, Jonathan Lund,
Jacob Curtice, Jun., Isaac Wright,
J"nathan Taylur, Benj. Ken1trick,
JosiHh Dodge, Jo,iah Kidder,
WIlliam Cod man, William Peacock,
Silas Cummings, Joseph Peirce,
Ananias Wallaste, David DunckJe
Joseph Steel, Jnn., John Kendell, Jun.,
Timothy Ntchols, Isaac How,
Benj. Hopkins, J un., J acub Blodgett,
Ebenezer Hopkins, Adam Patterson,
Juhn Burns, Josiah Sawyer,
Benj. Hutehinson, George Burns,
John Seewwn, John Burns, Jun.,
William Wilkins, Joseph RolJings,
Francis Louvjoy, Isaae H"lt, -
John Coehran, Joseph Cogin,
James Gillmoure, John Roby,
Josiah Sawyerice, John Twiss,
Jonathan Twi~s, James McKeene,
Richard Hughes, Th'Js. Wakefield, Jr.,
John Hartshorn, EbenezerHolt,Jun.,
Nathan Jones, Jun., JonlLthan Lampson,
Amos Flint, Jun., Ephraim Ahbott,
Samuel Steward, Moses Kimball,
Nathan Hutchinson, Samuel Taylor,
Robert Read, Allen Goodridge,
Samuel Hale, Thomas Averall, Jr.,
Archelaus Town, Francis Elliot,
Darim Abbot, Elisha Tilton,
Joseph Gould, Natl1an Fuller,
Jonathan Sawyer, John Dnncklee,
Samson Crosby, Amos Green.
Nathaniel Barret, James Hart'horn,
Nath.Hutchinson,Jr. John Washer,
John Grines, David Green,
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Phinehas Upham, Joseph BoutelJ,
John Shepard, Jun., Reuben Holt,
SImpson Steward, Michael Keel,
Samud G",nnis, Joseph Prin,'c,
Dimond Mussey, Abijah Wilkins,
Moses Barron, TAo'JHISWeslOn,
Benjamin Merrill, John AverfaJ,
Jonathan Lyon, William Lamson,
William Hogg, John Cole,
John Mitchell, Israel Wes~on,
John Louvjny, Nathan Cole,
.r Icoh Louvjoy, Thomas Towoe,
Jacub Hildrelh, Joshua Wright,
8amuel Henry, Joshua Wiickins,
John Patterson, Thomas Clark,
Joseph Prince, Jun., Lemuel Winr:hesler,
\Villiam Fisk, Jun" Daniel Smith,
William Fisl{, Isaac Smith,
Banholomew Dodge, Nathan Flint,

William Small, John Dawsoo,
Joseph Small, James Woodhury,
Wiiliam Small, Jun" Benjamin Temple,
Ebenezer H utchmsoLL,Joseph La "gdell,
John Harwood, Richard Ward,
Joho Tuck, N'lIhaniel Haseltine,
William Peabody, Jr., Stephen Farnum,
Jona, \Vilkins, Jt1n., William Wallace,
John Seeeombe, Robert Patker,
Ja"ob Stanltlv, Andrew Bradford,
William Peabotiy,

To the lIonourable the Committee of Safety for the State of
NEW-HAMPSHIRE, or tlte General Assembly thereof:

Pursuant to the request on this papcr fi'om the Committee
of Safety, &c., to us directed, we have invited those persons
therein mentioned, to sign the Declaration on this paper,
&c.; and all that have seen it have signed, except Joshua
Atherton, Esq., Mr. Daniel Campbell, Mr. Samuel Dodge,
and Colonel John Shepard.

THOMAS 'V AKEFIELD,

}
REUBEN l\'IUSSEY, &lectmen of Amherst.
SAMUEL WILKINS,

Stephen Burnam,
Abner Hutchinson,
David True,
Israel Town,
John Bradford,
Juseph Dunklf,y,
Ehen('zpr Everil,
Elisha Hutchir.son,
Joseph Farnum,
Amos Stiekney,
Jo'eph Wallace,
Jacob S,nith,
Ezekiel We"too,
Nathan Cleaves,
Joel Huwe,
Srephen Peabody,
William Odell, Jun.,
Ebenezer Temp!~,
Ephraim French,
Benjam in Dodge,
James Gage,
Wm. Millondy, Jun.,
Ebenezer Weston,
Richard Gould,
Samuel Blais'!ell,
Solomon Kitlridge,
Timothy Hill,
John Wilkins.

Total-I 97

SIGNERS IN ALLENSTOWN.

Josiah Allen, George Dugan, Samuel Websrer,
Joho Hayes, Benjamin Methers, Charles Moy,
Jacub G'lY. Andrew Burten, Ichabod Clark,
David Knox, Samuel Websrer, J"seph Dennett,
John Leonard, John Bunten, Ichabod Johnson,
Samuel SrniLh, Harlin Sargent, Samuel Davis,
Samuel Kinsen, William Knox, Samuel Fisk.

Refused to sign, Edhall Hurgen.

SIGNERS IN ALSTEAD.
Abraham Brown, John Wait, Lemuel Crane,
Absalom King-sbery, Abraha'lI Brown, Jr., Joel Burrughs,
Henry Rumnll, Simon Brooks, John Hill,
John Slade, 'William Simons, Job Thompson,
Joseph Hatck, Russell Shephard, Nathaniel Watt',
Ei1wan1 Waldo, Frederick Wordner, Moses Ihle.
John Rurroug\, Jnn., Jonathan Shepherd, Narhan Mat'k,
i'imon Basely, J,lO., Daniel Waldo, Thomas Walton,
Samuel Ki,.der, Josiah Cuok, Daniel Burrughs,
Simeon Shepherd, B,'ulah Waldo, Zebulon Chandler,
Nathan L.Rust, Amaziah Grover, Philip Wordner,
Joel Chandleer, Ephraim Brigham, Samuel Royce,
Pbineha~ Hatch, Simon Rumrill, Jon. Shepard, Jun.,
Joshua Shapard, Amos Gale, Elias Brown,
Jacob Wardner, Oliver Shepard, Joseph Brown,
Nathaniel Shepherd, Arislide, Hustis, Isaac Lyon,
Nathaniel Cooper, John Axtell, Giles Marvin,
Gideon De1ano, John Plumbbry, Solomon Premiss,
Silas King, John Hadernner, Nath. S Preuti~s,
Jason Wait, John Burrughs, Andrew Beckwith,
Aaron Lyon, Joseph Mack, Nathan Fay.
Thomas Kidder, Timothy Burrughs, Total-66
Abel Beckwith,

To the lIonourable the General Assembly of the Colony of
NEW-HAMPSHIRE:

This may certify your Honours, that Simon Baxter,
Samuel Chandler, John Thomson, and Samuelltliller, have
refused to sign the within Association Agreement. Certified
by us .

B' ABRAHAM. ROWN,

}
ABSALOMKINGSBURY, Selectmen of Alstead.
SIMON BROOK,

SIGNERS IN ACWORTH.
Ephraim Kiges, William Clark, John Moore,
Henry Silsby, Lasell Silsby, James Roo-ers,
Samuel Smith, Dean Carlton, Jedediah Smith,
Tbomas Putnam, John Willson, Edward Keys,
John Rogers, Jam~s McClure, Mehuman $,ibben~,
Samuel Sibby, James Wallace, Perish Richardson,
William Keyes, Jon.athan Silsby, Thomas Notr,
William lVlarkham, Alexander Houston, Christopher Eayrs,
Samuel Harper, Julius Silsby, John Duncan,
John Willson, WilIoughby'Willard, Benry Silsby, Jun.
George Duncan, Joseph Chl\rterton, Acwortk-32.

HENRY SILSBY }T P
, Selectmenof Acwortl,.

nmrAS UTNAM,
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SIGNERS IN LEMPSTER.
Oliver Booth, A~aph Brainard, Frederick Abell,
William Carey, Timothy Nichols, Thos. Sehope!, Jun.,
Joseph Wood; Shubael Brainard, Samuel Rand, Jnn.,
David Willey, Alleu Wmey, Silas Bingbam,
Phineas Abette, Jabez Beckwith, Freegrace .Booth,
Reuben Bingham, Elijah Frink, John Perkms,
Elijah Bingham, Thomas Schopel, William Story,
Samuel Nichob, Benjamin Abell, Uzel Hurd.
Uriah Brainard, Lempster-25.

WILLIAM CARY }C' 1 '/" LE B ' De ectmen OJ empster.
LIJAH INGHAM,

SIGNERS IN UNITY.
Nathaniel Hunton, Richiud Brown, Abner Chase,
Amos Chast', Caleb Huntoon, Abraham Sandborn,
iVlosesGhiuston, Dal'id Weed, Moses Gray,
Jacob Smilh, Samuel Huntoon, David Wet'd, Jun.,
Charles Huntoon, Elijah Weed, Andrew Glidden,
Daniel Moody, Nathaniel Lad, John Lad,
PhIlip Huntoon, j\ bner Currier, J~hn Huntoon,
Josiah Moody, Samuel'Veed, RIchard Me@dy.
Simeun G,idden, Joseph GlideH, Unity-26.

D
N

AVID 'WEE

H
D, }Selectmen of Unity.ATHANIEL UNTON,

The names of those persons who refused to sign the with-
in Dec1aration: Jonathan Glidden, Samuel Judkins, Rich-
ard Glidden, James Ladd.-4 who refused.

SIGNERS IN ATKINSON.

Ezekiel Belknap, Asa Haseltine, Reuben Mil1s,
Stephen Paat', Joseph Little, Joseph Chiindler,
Asa Page,

0

Thomas Little, Dauie! Richard~,
John Johnson, Dudley BaBey, Joseph Whinakot,
Ebent'zer Eaton, Joseph Hale, Benjamin Philbrick,
Benj. Emery, Jun., Ebeuezer Green, Jonathan Page, Jun.,
Benjamin Emery, John Currier, Thomas Whitaker,
Joseph French, William Bailey, Bradley Richards,
James Noyes, Samuel V. Webster, Moses Belknap,
Enoch Noyes, James Bailey, Benjamin Richards,
Jones Poor, William Webster, David Atwood,
Joseph Knight, Jost'ph Webster, John Dow,
Jeremiah Poor, John'Vebster, Stephen Page,
Nathaniel Peabody, Amos Page, Nathaniel Cogswell,
John Webster, Moses Page, Tristram Knight,
Hnmph. Noyes, Jun., James MerreH, Israel Webster,
Jesse Page, Joshua Knight, Benjamin Stone,
Zeph. Knight, Jun., Benj. Ph~lbrick, Jun., Samuel Noyes,
Willtam Sawyer, John KnIght, John Kmght-, 3d,
Daniel Go~~er, Joshua Emery, Humphrey Noyes,
Nathaniell'loyes, John Atwood, Joseph Noyes,
Moses Greenough, Daniel Pag~, Abel Merrill,
Jonathan Blake, Moses Emery, Abel Merrill, Jun.,
Stephen Peabody, Enoch Knight, John Mer~i1I,
Daniel Poor, James Dow, Samnel Little,
Thomas Noyes, John Clement, Jesse Sawyer,
Stephen Dole, John Dow, Jun., Amos Mdls,
John Knight, Jnn., John Ingalls, Benjamin Hale,
John Webster, Jnn. Eldad Ingalls, Jonathan Palmer,
Stephen Noyes, Ebenezer Parker, Joseph Palmer,
Jonathan Sawyer, Stephen Dole, Jun., Jonathan Whittecker,
James Little, John KeJly, Oliver Sawyer.

This certifies that, in consequence of the foregoing requi-
sition of the honourable Committee of Safety fix said State,
all the males of twenty-one years of age and upw-ards, be-
longing to Atkinson, in the State aforesaid, (Lunaticks, Idiots,
and Negroes excepted,) have freely and voluntarily sub-
scribed their respective names to the foregoing Declaration.

NATHANIEL PEABODY, }C' l t f Atk 'J P >Jeec men 0 znson.
ESSE AGE, .

State of New-Hampshire, f
Atkinson, September 26, 1776. S

SIGNERS IN BARNSTEAD.
Winthrop Smart, Timothy Davis,
John Hawkins, Hatewill Nutter,
Isaac Hawkins, Jonathiin Emerson,
Nathaniel Pease, Benjamin Emerson,
John Bickford, Samuel Drew,
Benjamin Edgerly, John Mudget,
John Mugate, Joseph Bryant,
John Samborn, Joseph Mugate,
Daniel Jacobs, Benjamin Brown,
Daniel Bickford, Edward Sanborn,
John Tasker, Samuel Stephens,
John Sanborn, Dodefon Bunker.

Samuel Pitman,
Jonalhan Bunker,
Thomas Snell,
Dependance Colbath,
J oh n Elliot,
John Furbur,
John Nelson,
Joseph Bunker,
Joseph Sanborn,
Richard Sincler,
Benjamin Nutter,
Stephen Pickrell,
William Lord,

SIGNERS IN I!ARRINGTON.

John Cate, William Lake, Jun.,
John Hall, ''\Tilliam Babb,
Joshua Haseper, Samuel Fose,
Ralph Hall, William Gray,
Nathaniel Robert, Thomas Scrmen,
James Tuttle, Jun., Elijah Sene,
William Hays, John Daniel,
Jacob Daniel, Joseph Hiil1,
Stephen Fo~s, Solomon Hall,
Elisha Blaake, John Carter,
Richard Babb, Thomas Howard,
Micajah Otes, Charles Fellwr,

John Hill,
Joshua Felker,
Silas Drew,
George Walerhouse,
Benjamin Bobb,
Mich"el Felker,
William Cate, Jun.,
Charles Danielson,
John Laighen,
Timolhy Pt'rkins,
Joseph banieJ, Jun.,
DaVId Tenny,

87(;

John Church,
Solomon Young,
I'aac Hall,
Reuben Dav~,
Edward Carter,
Joshua Otes,
Jeremiah Foss,
James Foss,
John Kingman,
Hezekiah Hayes,
Hinkson Marden,
James Marden,
Gi,jeon Laighton,
Tim. Waterhouse,
Daniel Rowell,
Hinkson Foss,
Isaiah Felker,
Winthrop Young,
Paul YOllng,
Nathaniel Church,
John Drew,
James Church,
Jeremiah Gmy,
James Danielson,
Paul Hayes,
Thoma" How,
William How,
Paul OtEs,
Clement Daniel,
Joshua Hol mes,
Nicholas Brock,
Stephen Young,
Ebeuezer KieUe,
John Willey,
Isaac Willey,
William Lock,
Nathan Foss, Jl1n.,
Samuel'Vinldy
Si meon H ifbed,
John Caverly,
James Daw~s,
Josiah Brown,
Samuel Foss, Jun.,
John Ham,
PhiJip Caverly,
Levi Danielson,
Reuben Gray,
John Gray,
Samuel Gray,
Joseph Daniel,
hbez Smith,
Joseph Woodman,
John Brownson,
Joseph Brown,
Thomas Fisher,

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives for tht:
Colony of NEW-HAMPSHIRE:

This may certify that the Association paper has been carried
through this town, and these men refuse to sign whose name:;
folJow: Jeremiah Tibbds, David Drew, Jonathan Clark,
Dan£el Clark, Samuel W£lliams, John Buzzel, R£chard
Swain, William Dllrgin, Thomas Caverly, John Caveno,
Jonathan Swain, Ely'ah Tuttel.

WILLIAM CATE, JUN.,

(
SILAS DREW, Selectmen of Barrington.
JOHN KINGMAN,

Barrington, Septem.ber 3, 1776.

George Parshley,
Nicholas Boower,
John Watel hou'e,
Franeis Winkley,
Isaac Waldron,
Jacoh Clark,
Samuel Stiles,
Mark Foss, Jun.,
Nathaniel Foss,
Mark Foss,
George Seward,
Ephraim Daniel,
Jon. MotJtgomery,
Samuel Hayes,
Simon Fork,
Samuel Perkins,
Samuel Buzzel,
John Yotlng,
Garben Smith,
James Lt'ighton,
Slephen Otes,
Joseph Hayes,
Nicholas Otes,
John Blake,
Richard Barclay,
Thomas Buzzel,
John Berry,
Ephm. Holmes, Jun.,
Solomon Foss,
James Gray,
Elijah Clomman,
'Villiam Ham,
George Ham,
Harvey Sevey,
Elijah Otes,
Joseph Cate,
Geor~e Berry,
George Fos."
James Hayes,
John Melee,
J ;,\('ob Shep~rd,
Ebenezer Spencer,
Dndly Davis,
Timothy Gluson,
''\Tm. Daniel, Jun.,
Isaac Mnrbum,
Josiah Wangon,
James Durgen,
Abraham Allis,
John Reness,
Stephen Housely,
John Boody,
Isaac Rinds,
Robert Bamford,

Mark E. Ayers,
Jacob Daniel,
Abijah Pinkhay,
John Arlen,
Peter Young,
Aaron Waldron,
John Garlen, Jun.,
Nat. Berry,
Ephraim Foss,
Solomon Cate,
Samut-! Brewster,
Ephraim Holmes,
Thomas Foss,
Eleazer Young,
Benjamin Per!,
Joseph Young,
John Garland,
Benjamin Hayes,
Daniel Brewster,
John Parsely,
John Rabb,
Jdhro Lo,'k,
William Yongs,
Noah Hulmes,
Stephen Betry,
Benjamin Young,
Samuel Berry,
James Row,
Joshua Hooper,
John Hickinson,
Jose ph Perrey,
James Perrey,
John Montgomery,
Benjamin Hall, Juu.,
Perry Hicks,
James Wodes,
Albe Dennie,
Samuel Wales,
Charle, Brimford,
Peletiah Daniels,
William Dame,
Thomas Ra,,,lings,
David Rolings,
John ShlJrburn,
Ebenezer Jackhun,
Obadiah Drew,
Ebenezer Young,
John Foye, Jun.
Isaac Y onng,
Edmund Evens,
Isaae Laighton,
Bt'njamin Bufford,
William Runnel,
Daniel Delan.

SIGNERS IN BEDFORD.
John Wallace, Jun., Samuel Vose, James Patterson,
James Caldwell, William'Vhite, Matthew M,~Dl1ffie,
William Caldwell, Jost'ph Wallace, Thos. Macillughlin,
James Matthe~, John McKinney, Benjamin Smith,
John Harrison, Asa Barnes, Zachariah Chandler,
John Aiken, Samuel Tirril, Jun., Juhn Moor,
Adam Dickey, William Kennedy, James Wallace,
Matthew Patt€D, Robert MOlrel, James Mardin,
John Goffe, Andrew Walker, John aoffe, Jun.,
Daniel Moor, Nathaniel Patterson, John Riddle,
John Moor, Jun., Robert Mathes, Samuel Patten,
Daniel Moor, Jun., James Vose, John Boies,
Thomas Matthtw~, George Conway, James Lien,
Roben Giffin, Hugh Campbel, John Bell,
John Burns, James McAllister, John Wallace,
Robert Bllrns. John McLaughlin, Rubert Walker,
William Burns, John Gardnt'f, James Walker,
John Brien, Amaziah POl1ard, Patri~k Larkin,
WJlliarn Moore, James Steel, John Hillery,
Jaliles Moore, James Aiken, William McCleary,
James Houoton, Whit/ipld Gillmore, Juseph Bell,
Hugh Orr, Jamt's Smirh, Samliel Fugard,
Barnabas Ram, John Orr, Thos. Vicker Vose,
John McInto,h, Lt. John Moor, James Cairnes,
Jacob McQuaid, Joseph Houston, Samuel Patten,
James Westlier, Dwid Moor, Richard McAJlt'ster,
John Little, James Gillmor, John Smith,
Thomas Galt, 'Villiam Moor, hmes Little,
Thomas Boice, David McClerey, Stephen Franck.

To the Honourable the Cowu:il and House of Representa..
tives for the Colony ~fN Ew-HAMPSHIRE, to be convened
at EXETER, in said Colony, on WEDNESDAY, the 5th in.-
stant:
Pursuant to the within precept, we have taken pains to

know the minds of the inhabitants of the Town of Bedford,
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with respect to the within obligation, and find none unwil-
ling to sign the same, except the Rev. John Houstons, who
declines signing the said obligation, for the follc1Wingreasons,
viz: Firstly. Because he did not apprehend that the ho-
nourable Committee meant that Ministers should take up
arms, as being inconsistent with their Ministerial charge.
Secondly. Because he was already confined to the County
of Hillsborough, therefore, he thinks he ought to be set at
liberty, before he should sign the said obligation. Thirdly.
Because there are three men belonging to his family; already
inlisted in the Continental Army.

JOHN GOFFE, }C1 7 tJ 0 IJetec men..
OHN RR,

Bedford, J !lne 4, 1776.

SIGNERS IN BOSCAWEN.

Joseph Hoit, Je,se Flanders, Jun., John 'Stevens,
Moses Call, Wm. Danf"rd, Jun., Samuel Ame",
Muses Morse, Samuel Coser, Thomas Co'cr,
Jes,e Flanders, Jonathan Coser, Jonathan Atkinson,
Mo~e, Burbank, Stephen Gerrish, Samnel Clifford,
Jolm Flanders, Samuel Burbank, Peter Kimball,
Daniel Noyes, Moses Jakem~n, John Hale,
Daniel Clark, Enoch Gerrish, Robert Elliot,
Benjamin Day, John ,\1orri1l, James French,
Nathan Corser, Silas Can, Samuel Danford,
Joseph Atlkioson, Joseph Gerrish, Beojamin Jackman,
Roble Morrill, Michael Sargent, Joseph 1\1uzzy,
M~es Burbank, Jun., Thomas Bedel, Samuel Muzzy,
Thomas Gurdon, Simon Jackman, Isaac r\oyps,
Samuel At!,inson, William Alrick, Peter R. Slevens,
Jeremiah Hidden, Moses Call, William Danford,
Caleb Merril, David Burbank, J"hn Iislev,
Danrel Petermn, Simeon A, kinson, Peter Coffin,
Benjamin Couch, Timothy Eastman, Oliver Fowler,
Jacub Flanders, Joseph Pearson, John Bowly,
John Knowlton, Joseph Flanders, John Bowly, Jun.,
Eben. Hielden, F. Lewles, John Corser, Jun"
Henry Gerrish, John COlwh, Nicholas Elliot,
Daniel Shepard, Edward Chadwick, Capt. Stephen Griffin,
Isaac Pearson, Moses Morss, J un., Nathaniel .i1tlnnson
Winthrop C~rter, Moses Maariel, Enoch Little, '
Samuel DavIs, Samuel Jackman, Nathan Da,'is,
BpHjam,n Rolfe, Daniel Richards, Joseph Bean,
EZekiel Harpy, David Corser, John Fowler,
John Elliot, Jun., Asa Corser, George Jackman,
Thomas Eliot, John C"rser, Samnel Agaton,
John Muzzay, Edward Ga'et, John Urann,
John Jackson) John Manuel, Geo. Jackman, Jun.,
James Gariel, Bitfield Plummer, Cutting Noyes,
Enos I.<'latHlers, Dwjd CHrer, John Elliot
Jedediah Danford, Nathaniel Gookin, Joseph Eastman.

1'0 the Hon. Council and IIoltse of Representatives for the
Colony ofNJ!:w-llA~rpsHIIlE, or Committee of Safety:
This may certify that the within Declaration has been

offi)red to the inhabitants of Boscawen, and unanimously
signed, excepting one, viz: Aaron Flanders refused to sign
the same. G J JEORGE ACKMAN, UN.,

i
CUTTING NOYES, Selectmen.

JOHN ELLIOT.
June 3, 1776.

SIGNERS IN BOW.
Joseph Rogers, Simeon Hcath,
Ralph Cross, Nathaniel Canies,
Anthof'Y M~nnajJ], John Brown,
TimOlhy Doe, Paltiah Clement,
Samuel Dow, Riehard Clongh, Jun.,
Elisha Clough, Henry IIamphil1,
Elisha Clough, Jun., Joseph Baker,
Tbomas Hardy, Samuel Wekh,
Edward Carlton, William Robertson,
Samuel Rogers, Jnn., Aaron Noyes,
Aaron Kinsman, John Noyes,
Renben Currier, James Reddell,
Richard Clongh, John Garven,
John Robertson, J amcs Garven,
James !\foor, Patrick Garven,
Leonard Harriman, Lion. Hemphill,
John Sullaway, John Moon,
Enoch Noyes, Samuel Alnander,
Ephraim Moor, S~mnel Welch, Jun.,
Benjamin Noyes, Jacob Stockbridge.

Ephraim Foster,
John Bryant,
Benjamin Bean,
Jame, Busel,
John Carr,
Stephen Ea~tma!J,
David Carr,
John Grushe,
Jonathan Clement,
Solomon Heath,
Edw~rd Russell,
David Foster,
David £Iliot,
John Colbv, .

Abraham Colby,
'Wi\Jeby Colby,
Elijah Colby, .

Joseph Rogers,Jun.,
Jonathan Clough,
Samuel Wingate,
Amasa Dow,

Errors excepted:
I not being satisfied.

Errors exc.epted : WILLIAM ROGERS.

We, the subscribers, in obedience to the within, have
shown the paper to all and every person that are not ex-
cepted, and that are not in the service, that belong to said
Town of Bow; all of whom have voluntari]y signed the
same. EPHRAIM FOSTER,

}
JOHN BRYANT, Selectmen of Bow.
BENJAMIN NOYES,

Bow, September 3,1776.

SAMUEL ROGERS.

SIGNERS IN BRENTWOOD.
Samuel Dudley, George Vesay, John Shaw,
Hawley Marshall, Nicholas Smith, Dan'el Dearborn,
Jedediah Robinson, Riehard York, Abraham Drake,
Samuel Dndly, Lemuel Johnson, Moses Cheney,
Samuel Learltt, John Phtlbrick, Samuel Dutlley,
J ouathan Robinson, Thomas Peabody, Joseph Smith,
StephenM. Creighton, John Dudley, Richard Whiteher,
Samuel Co\cufll, Daniel Leavitt, Samuel Truke,
Josiah Dudley, Jeremiah Ellsworth, Jonathan Dow,
Dudley Robinson, Eliphalet Thing, Winthrop Marston,
David Robinson, Samuel Thing, Samuel Marston,
Daniel Ward, Dudly Thing, Benjamin Pulsifer,
Jonathan Quimby, Samuel Ellsworth, Joho Gorden,
John Bennet, Aaron Ellsworth, Thomas Leavitt,
John Wilson, Josiah Thing, Labey Smith,
Nichol~s Mudget, Levi Morrill, Dndly Kimhall,
John Thing, Ebenpzer Colcord, Samu~l Harper,
Gilman Robinson, Daniel Clark, John Carr, Jun"
Winthrop Dudley, Edward West, Simon Morgain,
Samuel Mormall, Jos"ph Wadleigh, Jr., John Carn,
John Dud\y, Jun., Edward Stevens, Moses Lyt<Hd,
Alex. Gordon Smith, Nathaniel S evens, Timothy Gove,
Samuel Clark, Nehemiah We!'!, John Thin'!,
John Philbrick, Nathaniel Gilman, Samuel Lock,
John Bennet, Jl1n., Ebenezer Stevens, James Robinson,
Humphrey'Vllson, Joseph Wa,ileigh, Alexander Roberds,
Darby Kelly, James Dudly, Sander Roberds, J un"
Job Judkins, Chase Smith, Nicholas Lollof,
Porter Kimball, Edward Pilhbery, Thomas Roberts,
Joseph Shaw, James Nickal, Josiah Hook,
Moses Folsom, Abner B,nbank, Daniel Torry,
Jonathan Sha\v, Riley Lyford, Robert Smith,
Abrah.m Murrill, Da\'id Bnrbank, Reubun Smith,
Abel Morrill, Nathaniel Cha8e, Joshua Smith,
Jonathan Veasey, Thomas Gordon, Nicholas H~rdie,
Benjamin Fifield, Zadok Sambom, Ebenezer Coleord,Jr.,
James Marston, William Morrill, Danson Dudley,
John Abb,t, John Quimhy, Scribner Gordon,
Joseph E~g-erly, Jonathan Sleeper, Jr., Ebenezer Chase,
l\ath~n Prescot, Josepb Jew~lI, Benjamin Robords,
Peler Thing', Elisha Sanbnrn, Jun., Joseph Johnson,
Nathaniel Thing, Francis Brown, David Dollof,
Richard Tandy, J,aac Witcher, John Dollof,
Simon Gilman, E\i,ha Sanborn, Samnel Robards,
Bartholomew Thing, William Graves, Daniel Sanborn, Jun.,
Robert Rowe, WilJiam Graves,Jnn., Daniel Sanborn,
Jonathan Thing, Jnu. Scribner Harper, Edward Sanhorn,
Samuel Shaw, Jonathan Cater, John Woodbury,
Nathaniel Tr~sk, Jonathan Taylor, Jr., Nathaniel Graves,
JOllathan Hodgshun, Aretas Rowe, Srephpn Fifield,
Daniel Wormall, N~thaniel Clark, Mo~es Lacly,
Richard Fuss, John Trnke, Joseph Sanborn,
Jun..than Weed, James I.<'indeler, Jonathan Gorden.
Samuel Edgerly,

Pursuant to this writ to US, we have desired all males, as
directed, to sign to this Declaration, and find that James
Been, Jeremiah Been, R£chard Been, Jun., Samuel Dud-
ley, Jun., Samuel Stevens, David Cl~tford, Thomas Sm£th,
Levi Been, Richard Been, Samuel Clijford, Antipasse Gil-
man, WilHam Been, Joseph Greeley, ffTilliam Stet'ens, lJ110ses
Magoon, Jonathan Sleeper, Joshua Been, and Jeremiah
Rowe, refuse to sign to this Declaration.

EBENEZER COLICK,

}
J AMES ROBINSON, Selectmen of Brentwood.
JEDEDIAH ROBINSON,

SIGNERS IN CANTERBURY.

'I homas Clough, Ri~hard Hanes, William Hancock,
Ezekiel Morrill, James Shepard, Reuben Kt'zer,
Archelaus Moore, Archibald Miles, Jacob Hath,
John Moor, James GiFson, John Roen,
Abiel Foster, James Glines, Abner MiJes,
Sargent Morrill, William G,llIlt, Nathaniel Perl,ines,
Jonathan Young, Davi,j McCrille~, David Blancherd,
James Tart, Benjamin Johnson, Samuel Ciulir,
Obediah Clollgh, Daniel Foster, James Blanchard,
Joseph Durgin, John Lyford, Richard Gliner,
William;; Glines, Jr., Elmanath Ran, 'Vi11iarn Dyer,
James Ames, Benjamin Woodman, Shubael Dearborn,
Benjamin Heath, Jonath:m Forresler, Nath~niel Dearborn,
David Morrill, Aaron Serg-ent, David Morrison,
Joshua Boienton, Benjamin San burn, Nehemiah Clough,
Slmu,] Colby, John B~an, Benjamin Rlanl'hard,
Thomas Gilman, Caleb Heath, Richarri Blanchard,
Jeremiah Hackel, Gideon B~rtlett, David Norri~,
Ephraim Carter, Juseph Pa lIet, Edwa.rd Blanchard,
Abner Hoyt, Nathaniel Panet, John Gib,on,
Riehard EI'ison, Samuel Weel,s, James Lind. Perkins,
Jeremiah Clough, Si1ll0n Simon, Thomas PNkins,
Benja'n Richards, 3d. Tams Molony, Peter fIanaford,
Jonalh~n Blanchard, John McDaniel, Benjamin CollitJs,
Samuel Nudil, Jeremiah McDaniel, John Fore~t,
Joshua'Veeks, Laben Morrill, John Fores!, Jun.,
Jonathan 'Vest, Asa Foster, 'Vil1iam Forre~t,
'Vil1iam Moor, Simon Ames, Nathaniel Wrtcher,
Nathaniel Glines, Juhn Molony, Reuhen Witcher,
Benjamin Sim:;on, Robert Hastings, William S~nborn,
Thomas Hoyt, John Robinson, Gideon Sawyer,
David Ames, Simeon Rohinson, Ebenezer Kimball,
John Moores, Jun., Joseph Call, Jiolh Simons,
Barnard Sriles, Nathan Guile, Simon Stevens,
Samuel Haines, Jesse nross, William Simons,
John Sanborn, John Cro", Benjamin Witcher,
Nathaniel Moore, Stephen Cross, Jeremiah Ladd,
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Jo~eph Sanborn,
Dennis Flelcher,
Henry Clough,
Wah~r Haiues,
William Miles,
Eli Simons,

Thomas Foss, John Fo~s,
Leavitt Clou~h, Samuel Griffith,
Josiah Miles, Oliver Haines,
Bellj. Blanchard, Jun., Edmond Aley,
David Forster, Thomas Clough, Jun.
Timothy Foss,

SIGNERS IN CLAREMOJ\'T.

Samuel Tuttle, Timothy Adkins,
Stephen Hige, David Answonh,
Charles Higbe, Nathaniel Goss,
Edward Goodwin, Joel Matthews,
Ephraim French, OIJver Tuule,
Joseph Ives, Amos Conant,
E:ihu Slevens, Jnn., Samuel Ashley,
lehaborl Hi:chc,'ci1, John Spra~ue,
Eben, zer Dudley, Adam .1\Iden,
Daniel Carter, James Alden,
Josiah Rich, David Lind,
Oliver Ellsworth, Oliver Ashley,
Jonathan Perkin, Eleazer Clark,
David Kich, Eleazer CJ,uk, Jun.,
Ebenezer Wa~hburn, Moses Spafford,
Bill Barn8, Benjamin Townes,
John Adkins, Samuel Lews,
Amaziah Knights, Abner Matthews,
John Goss, Jonas Striard,
Ezra Jones, Beriah Murry,
William Sims, Thomas Duston,
David Adkins, Timothy Duston.

Thomas Goodwin,
Joseph York,
Matthias Stone,
Jacub Rice,
WIlliam Osgood,
Asa Jon~s,
John Spencer,
Lemuel Hubbard,
Chrisroph('r Yurk,
David ~ate8,
T. Sierne,
Barnabas Ellis,
Joel Roys,
Joseph Huhbard,
Amasa Fuller,
Jer. Spencer,
PatriCk Fields,
Gideon Lewis,
Seth Lewis,
Josiah Stevens,
John Kilborn,
John Peake,
John West,

In compliance to the above Declaration, we have shown
the Declaration to all the inhabitants of this Town, and the
associate are those who have signed to this paper.

MATTHIAS STONE,
}

Cf l tA J ue ee men.
SA ONES,

Claremont, May 30, 1776.

N. B. These are the names of those who have actually
taken up arms, and are now in the Continental Army:

Lt. Col. J oseph Wait, Peter Fuller, Hen ry Stephens,
Lieut.Joseph Taylor, Reuben Spencer, Jonathan York,
En~ign Thos. Jones, Gershom York, . Joseph York, Jun.,
S. Abn'r Matthews, Jr. Benj. Townes, Jun., The Rev. Augustus
James Gooden, David Loynds, Jun., Hibbard, Chaplain,
Jonathan Fuller, Charles Loynds, &c.

The names of those who refuse to sign the Declaration:
John Thomas, Ebenezer Judd, Jun., David Dodg-e,
Captain Benj. Brooks, Lieut. Bellj. Tayler, Samuel Thomas,
Barnabas Brouks, Timothy Granis, A",08 Cole,
Capt. Ber.j. Sumner, Htzekiah Roys, Ebenez~r Edson,
Rev. Kanna Cosset, A,a Leat, Benjamin Peterson,
Corneliu~ Brook, Benjamin Leat, Benj. Brooks, Jun.,
Samuel Cole, Esq., Ebenezer Judd, Daniel Worner, Jr.,
Daniel Worner, Thomas Steal, Dr. William Sumner,
Levi Worner, Amos Snow, Ebenez~r Roys,
William Coy, Joho Hichcock, Joseph Nortou.
Enoch Judd,

SIGNERS IN CHESTER.

John Crawford, John Underhill, Isaac Forse,
William Lo(:k, James Pearee, Isaac Forse, Jun.,
Samuel Blunt, William White, Jonalh.an Forsaitb,
WJIliam Flood, Nathan Fins, Thomas Wason,
Daniel Greenough, James Dunlap, Robert Wilson,
Robert McKinley, Nathan Webster,Jun., William Wilson,
Mat. Forsith, Jun., John Haseltine, James Wason,
Edward Robie, Peter Dearben, Charles Moore,
Edward Robie, Jun., Peter Haseltine, Samuel Moore,
Archioald McRafle, Nathaniel Blaisdel, David FuJer,
John Webster, Ebenezer Basford, Benjamin Hoyt,
Samuel Emerson, Conjamine True, John Hoyt,
Stephen Morse, Samuel Ha~seltine, Joseph :McClellan,
Daniel Webster, Simon Bayley, Stephen Mardeu,
Stephen Dearben, M. Underhill, Jun., John Pain,
Adam Wilson, John Underhill, Jun., Joseph Knowles,
Robert Calef, St~phen Hale, Amos Pain,
Gabriel Harriman, Richard Hasseltine, Nathan Norton,
Nathan Morse, Moses Hasseltine, Samuel Brown,
Henry Morse, Jonathan Dearborn, John Knowles,
Joseph Linn, David Foss, John Knowles, Jun.,
Moses Hills, Isaac BlaIsdell, Nathan Knowles,
Jonathan Hall, Jo,iah Hall, Jo~hua Prescot,
Stephen Leefken, Pearson Richanlson, Joseph Long,
Ebenezer Townsend, Samuel Kingsword, James Willson,
Nathaniel Gidden, Samuel Wilson, Nathan Webster,
Wilks West, Bracket Towle, James Waddell,
Caleb Hall, Anthony Town, Amos Merrill,
wms Chase, Benjamin Melucen, Josiah Bradly,
Moody Chase Parker Carr, Francis Towl,
Stephen Merrm, Samuel Morss, Jacob Hills,
Alex, Weatherspoon, David Currier, Thomas Hasseltine,
Robert Craige, Robert Rowe, Benjamin Hasseltine,
James Aiken, John Dearborn, Jabez Hoit,
James Rankens, Jotham Colby, Benjamin Fullern,
Nathaniel S. Stickney, William Masten, Samuel Jones,
Edmund Stickney, Benjamin Hills, John T Iford,
David Wetherspoon, Samuel Hill, Hugh olford,
Peter Akju, Ezekiel Worthen, John obie,
John Grimes, John Shackford, Jun., Gide n Rowel,
Matthew Thompson, Aaron Townsend, Jof Coulby,
R'lise Ram Underbill, Theodore Shack ford, Silmuel Rowell,
Joseph Dearborn, Daniel Richardson, Samuel Forster,
Damel Page, Moges Richardron, John Willson,

Henry Hall,
Peter H"II,
Samuel Jacks,
Simon Barry,
Thomas Follanbe,
James Shirla,
William Shirla,
Hugh Shirley,
Samuel Robie,
James Richardson,
Ehenezer Dearborn,
John Gross,
William Brown, .
William Will'ntt,
Ephraim Sargent,
Winlhrop Sargent,
John Karr,
'WtJliam Mi'ls,
Robert Grahames,
John Grimes,
John Mills,
Nathaniel Sweflser,
Samuel McPerson,
Robert Dickey,
Parker Morse,
Josiah Morse,
Edmund Sleeper,
Joseph Morse,
Joseph Blanchard,
Abner Htlls,
Jabez French,

Isaac Ei!ls, William Gilirist,
James Randell, David Dickey,
John Lane, Robert Dinsmore,
Daniel Dulbeer, Ber.jamm Perce,
John Butterfield, Samuel Peirce,
J"hn Lane, Jnn., Barnard Brickett,
Jonathan Norton, Joseph AilJs,
Joseph Norton, David UntJerhiJI,
Jonathan Berry, Jonathan Emery,
Jo~eph Smith, Hezeliiah Underhill,
John Sevey, Jonalhan Underbill,
Ealfl Berry, Isaac Town,
Benjamin Hills, John Carr,
David Richardson, John Bnrley,
Bradbury Carr, Joseph Hall,
Joseph Carr, Jo,eph Clark,
Charles Moore, Jun., Edward Prissen,
Benjamin Currier, Cornel ins Morgan,
Mark Carr, Samuel W.Hthen,
Thos. Fowler, Jun.) Edmund Eliot,
James Wetherspoon, Paul Healy,
Dan iel 'Vetherspoon, Moses Underhill,
Mansfield McAffe, Jacob Derbey,
Hngh McAffe, James Hidden,
Samuel Akin, Samuel Davis,
Robert Patten, John Quimby,
Samuel Cromby, Robert Gordon,
William Miller, William Brown,
H~gh Miller. Francis Carr,
Thomas McMaster, Timothy Carr.

To the Honourable Committee of Safety or General A~-
sembly of the Colony of NEW-HAMPSHIRE: .

As soon as ever we received your directions, requesting
us to desire all the males in this town to sign to a Declara-
tion, (Lunaticks, &c., excepted,) in obedience thereto, we
immediately proceeded to give publick notice of your inten-
tions, and otherwise, as we thought would have the most
effectual tendency to have put into execution, in order that
we might make a return by the Representative; but havinlJ'
so short a time to accompJish the matter, in so great a tOWI~
and being unwilling to omit anything relating to our duty,
and which might be for the benefit of the whole, we solemnly
deliberated upon the matter, asked the advice of our Repre-
sentative, and others of safety and steadiness; and as we
were not limited to a certain time to make a return, we pur-
pose to make one as soon as it may be done with conve-
niency; so rest your humbJe servants,

EPHRAIM BALDWIN,

}
Cf 1 t if C'1l\,I C ueeee men 0 (W';-

l' ICHAEL RESEY, t ;fi ld '
SAMUELHILDRETH, er e .

SIGNERS IN CHESTERFIELD.

Abraham Wood, James Wheeler, Daniel Farr,
Simon Davis, Zenas Fairbank, Amasa Coburn,
Isaac Davis, Nathan Beshon, Thomas Harris,
John Snow, Isaac Hildreth, Duglas Rohins,
Oliver Cobleigh, Israel Johnson, HaJla will MerrilJ,
Jonathan Farewell, James'Robemon, Shreblah Fav,
Oliver Farewell, Elbha Rockwood, Thomas Daby,
Silas Thomp'on, Daniel Cobldgh, Stephen Metcalf,
William Farewell, Aaron Fan, Martin Warner
Nathan Davis, Peler Wheeler, David Stoddert,'
Warren Snow, Moses Ellis, Samuel Peacock,
Ebenezer Straeter, Ephraim Hubbard, John Peacnck,
William Thomas, Amos l1avis, Ephraim Baldwin,
Daniel Baldwin, John While, :Michael Cresey
William Simonds, Nathan Metcalf, Samuel HJldret';,
Joseph Smith, John Bishop, Moses Smith, Jun.,
Amos Smilh, Jonathan Cobleigh, William Shores
Jonalhan Furr, 4th, Nathan Thomas, David Stone, '
Jonathan Furf,3d, Zur Evans, John Grandy,
Thomas Furr, Abel Emons, John Grandy, Jun.
Benjamin Hudson, WiJliam Fancet, Ebenezer Gail, '
Muses Smith, William Robertson, Sylvanus Battey,
Josiah Slreeter, Ith. Chamberlain, Ebenezer Farr
William Woodcock, Edward Hildreth, Incre\lse Dani~ls,
Jonathan Cobleigh, Caleb Johnson, Abner Abbee,
Jonas Stearns, Joney Davis, Abijah Slarns,
Samue] Fairbank, Amos Streeter, Matthew Gr3Y,
Jlln"han Furr,2d, Enoch Sireeter, Ebenezer Taft,
J, siah Lamb, Abner Johnson, William Hildreth,

Samud Walkel', John Prat, John Richardson,,
Archibald Rober,on, Kimball Carlton, Daniel Kinison,
Andrew Cobun", Nalhaniel Bingham, James Reed,
Lawrence 'V alton, Theodore Bingham, John Ellis,
Phineas Brnwn, Abel Ray, Joel Whitney,
John Sanrler~on, John Pierce, David Harr,
William Fisher, Samuel Fair, James Maryfield,
Jona. Hildreth, JlIn., B~njamin Couurn, Oliver Hubbard,
Ja'nes Wheeler, Jun, Nehemiah Merrill, Michael Woodc<1lf,
Josiah Hastings, Ephraim Farr, Charles Johnson,
Andrew Hastings, Isaac Farr, Amos Huhbard,
Noah Emmons, Samuel Farr, Jun., Jonathan Farr,
Jonathan ~oley, John.Haskell, Benjamin Smith,
Ephraim Wheeler, Ezekiel Powers, Samuel Fleleber,
John Cobleigh, Silas Wood,

. Patrick McMich~I,
Joseph Riggins, Ob"diah Morrill, Ahraham Farr
James McElroy, William Henry, Abijah Kingsb~ry,
Joseph Wheeler,

In obedience to the within Declaration, that we received
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from your Honours, we proceeded according to your direc-
tions; and the persons whose names are underwritten, are
those that refuse to sign to the Declaration on your paper:

Captain J. Hilrlreth, Joseph Prentice, Erisha Walton,
Lieut. E. Wbtting, Eptuaim Wilitney, E'eck Earl,
Eleazer Pomeroy, E.ben.Fletcher, Jun., Silas Bennett,
Ebenezer Hervey, Samuel D. Converce, Job King.
Ebcnfzer Coopper,

EPHRAIM BALDWIN,
1

MOSES S~IITH, JUN.,

r

Selectmen
MICHAEL CRESEY, of
EPHRAIM HUBBARD, Cltesterfield.
SAMUEL HILDRETH, _

Chesterfield, Jnne 12,1776.

SIGNERS IN CONCORD.

Reuben TrimbalI, Timothy Walker, Stephen Abbot,
John Kimball, Henry BeCi{, George Abbot, Jun.,
Thomas Stekney, Benjamin Rolfe, Stephen Fawum,
Peter Green, John Steen, Daniel Farnum,
Tim Wa1ker, Jnn., Moses Eastman, Daniel Kidder,
Benjamin Emery,. Oliver Hoit, Philip Carigain,
John Bradley, Theodore Farnum, Daniel Carter,
Nathan Chandler, Ebenezer Farnum, Joseph Clough,
Aaron Stevens, Ephraim Farnum, Richard Harbert,
James Walker, Moses Eastman, G,)rd"n Hmchens,
Robert Davis, Chanrller Lovejoy, James Hazeltine,
Benjamin Hanaford, Samuel Hinkson, William Hazeltine,
Daniel Gale, Caleb Buswell, Jobn Chase,
David Hall} Riehard Eastman, Simon Trumbel,
Simon Dantc,rth, Solomon Gage, John Shute,
Nathaniel ,A.bbJtt, Ezekiel Dimond,Jun., Jaeob Shute,
Nathaniel Rolfe, Am"s Abbot, Jun., Joseph Hall,
Stephen Greenle,lf, William Coffin, John Trumbllll,
Samuel Thompson, Joseph Abbolt, Joseph Colby,
John Gage, Jonathan Merrill, Ephraim Fi"k,
Moses Easlman, Jun., James MitcheJl, Nathaniel Green,
Jacob Carter, Ezra Caler, ThCJmas Wilson,
John Towle, Asa Kimball, Isaac Walker,
Levi RO$, Jonathan Emerson, Ezra Badger,
Jeremiah Clidde, Tim. Bradley, Jun., Richard Flanders,
Peter Green, Jun, Joseph Eastman, Timothy Chambers,
Amos Abbot, Phineas Virgin, Ezekiel Dimond,
Timothy I'\radley, William Currier, Joseph HazeJtine,
Ephraim Farnum, Ebenezer Simond, Phineas KirnbalJ,
Cornelius Johnson, Daniel Stiekney, Robert Ambros,
Philip Eastman, Josiah Farnum, Jun., Benjamin Sweat,
Daniel Ahbol, Elisha Moody, Abiel Blanchard,
Richard Flanders, Bcujamin Farnum, Benjamin ElJiot,
Joseph Farnum, Jacob Green, James Stevens,
Richard Hasletine, Benjamin Eastman, Joseph Eastman, Jun.,
Joseph Hall, Jun., Ebenezer Virgm, Richard Potter,
Benjamin F1Iield, Ephraim Potter, Timothy Simonds,
Reuben Abbot, Edward Abbott, Philip Kimball,
Lot Colby, Eph. Farnum, Jun., Timothy Kimball,
Jonathan Eastman, Jonathan Stickney, John F'arnum,
Daniel Chase, William Virgin, Ezekiel Cater,
David George, Obadiah Hall, Richard Flood,
John Sternes, George Abbot, Henry Lovejoy,
John Virgin, Josiah Farnum, Lemuel Tucker,
Ph:neas Se~ens, Joseph Farnum, Jun., Jacob Goodwin,
Jabez Abbot, Stephen Kimball, George Grah<l.m,
Bcnjamm Abhott, Daniel Han, Jeremiah Wheeler,
Ebenezer Hall, Abner FLanders, Zephaniah P8ltee,
Henry MartUJ, Nathan Abbot, Zebediah Farnum,
Timothy Simonds, Jesse. Abbot, Samuel Goodwin,
William Fifield, haac 'Abbot, Abner Farnum,
Rcuben Abbot, Jun., Ephraim Abbot, Thomas Eaton.
Samuel Butters,

SIGNERS IN CONWAy AND LOCATIONS.

John Osgood, Jooeph Odell, William White,
Enoch Webster, B,'njamin Farnum, Thomas Chadburn,
John Dvllof, Jun., Ebcnezer Burbank, Joseph Thompson,
Wtlliam Merrill, Thomas Russell, Abraham Colby,
Leonard Harriman, Timothy 'Va1ker, Joseph Colby,
James Huntress, Benoni Cory, John Pendexter,
Enoch Merrill, Thomas King, Hnmphrey Emery,
Jeremiah Farrington, Jeremiah Page, Humph. Emery, Jun.,
John Dolluf, Ebenezer Farnum, Nalhaniel Harriman,
Andrew Hamilton, Robert Harrold, Enoeh En-Jery,
Jacob ''Vaiden, John Wilson, Anthony Emery,
Hugh Sterling, Jedediah Spinney, Vere Royse,
Richard Eastman, Abiel LoveJoy, Benjamin Copp,
Ezekiel Walker, David Page, Stephen Coffin,
Jamcs Harrold, Benjamin Osgo"d, Richard Jackman,
William Knox, Barnes Hazeltine, Josiah Dollof,
Abiath"r Eastmatl, Thomas MerrilJ, Christopher Huntress,
Tho". Merrill, Jun., Joshua Healh, Nathaniel Smith.
Amos Merrill,

To the General Assembly or Committee of Safety of the
Colony of NEW-llAMPSHIRE:

We have, agreeable to the within request, desired every
man that is twenty-one years of age, within this town and
the locations adjoining, to set their names to the within in-
strument, (excluding such as were ordered to be imbodied in
the request,) and every man has accordingly signed.

DAVID PAGE,

~

i:' ltJo HU H
oe ec men.

s A EATH,
Conway, June 9, 1776.

FOURTH SERIES, VOL. v.

SIGNERS IN DEERFIELD.

Timothy Upham, Increase Batchelder, David Robinson,
Eliphe1et Smith, Nathallid Green, Levi Harvev,
Stephen Batehelder, John Luey, Joseph Yomig,
Simon Marston, Benjamin Batchelder, James Young,
John McCrilli" Levi Dame, Jonathan Robinwn,
John Dam, Pcter Mason, John Robinson,
Thomas Rand, Thomas Robie, John MerrH,
Abraham True, Jonathan Bluc, Jolin Jnnes
Benjamin Sanborn, Theophilus Griffin, Sanborn C;am,
James Page, Joseph March, David Batchelder,
Isaac Sheperd, Eliphelet Faiffen, Jedediah Prescott,
Adonijah FEllows, Joshua Veazey, Jnnah Prescott,
Samuel Cate, George Searey, John Mead,
Thomas Moulton, JamEs Langle.v, Samuel Pulsfer,
Richard Jenness, Dominick Griffin, Joshua Leavitt,
Jaeob Longfellow, Roberr Merrill, Ezekiel Gilman,
Jeremiah Casman, Francis Balehelder, William Mors,
John Avery, ,Abiel Bartlet Benjamin Bere,
George Wallis, Samue1 Hardy, Thomas Jenness,
Aaron Rawlings, Nathaniel Osgood, Joseph Currier,
David Hindwick, Gideon Ham, Joseph Judkins,
Robert H.cllese, Nathan Griffens, Joshua French,
Dalton Stmpson, Samuel Hobbs, Benjamin Judkills,
Stephen Chase, Andrew Nea]y, Daniel Lac1d,
Moses Chase, John Cram, Joshua Young,
John Simpson, John Grifeens, Nathaniel Phi1brick,
Josiah Chase, Joscph Graves, Jonathan Watson,
Daniel Currier, Enoch,French, Jonathan Philbrick,
Benjamin Stevens, Peter Sanborn, Simon Batchelder,
Benjamin French, Ebenezer Tilton, Ephraim Batchelder,
Wadleigh Ham, William Smith, Moses Bernard,
Samuel Gilman, Nathan Batchelder, Jnnathan Judkins,
Henry Tuckcr, John MatIon, Abraham Prescott,
EJiph. Grifeen, Jun., James Brown, Samuel Prescott,
Daniel Page, David Jewett, Jonathan McCluer,
H. Thompson, Z~bulon KiiJg, Samuel MeCJuer,
John Godfree, Joseph Hilton, Jeddo Webster,
J ames Mason, Samuel Hoir, Thomas Blasdell,
Andrew Freese, Joseph Hoit, Corton Haines,
Thomas Leavitt, John Thirstin, John Pearson,
Enoch Robie, Benjamin Folsom, Nat. 8arehelder, 3d I
Samuel ~er~ins, Tristram Sanborn, Joseph Wallis,
Joseph KinnIson, Joseph Cram, Phmeas Tilton,
Jamcs Griffin, Joel Cram, Timothy Gowing,
Jno Batchelder, Jun., Jesse Pre,cott, John Philbrick,
Edward Dearborn, Josiah Smith, Nathan Philbrick.
S. Batchelder, Jun.,

To the llonourable tlte General Assembly, or a Committee
of Safety, for this Colony:

GENTLEMEN: We have complied with YO'lr request, in
desiring all males to sign the Declaration on this paper, ex-
cepting a few who were gone out of the Parish.

The men who refuse to sign are those whose names are
here underwritten.

Capt. John Robenson,
Lieut. Natll. Meloon,
Moses Marshall,
J()seph Merrill,
Dr. Jonathan Hill,
Josiah Sanburn,
William T urr ii,

Nathaniel Folsom,
John Prescott,
Samuel Windslo,
Aseph Merril,
Benjamin Ladd,
Nathaniel Robenson.

Nehemiah Cram,
John Easman,
Ephraim Brown,
John Bartlett,
Ehenezer A lliene,
Jeremiah Glidden,
Danie] Marslon,

NATHAN SANBORN,

}
BENJAMIN PAGE, Selectmen.
ROBERT PAGE,

Deerfield, June 20, 17i6.

SIGNERS IN DEERING.

Bond Little, Elias Hassall, B ray Wilkins,
Ephraim Abbott, Francis Grimes, Timothy Wyman
Benjamin Bradford, Samuel Patten, Jonathan Wyman'
JohnWilley, John Sherian, Tim. Wyman, Jdn.,
WlllJam McKeen, Abraham Gove, ThomaR Grimes,
Samuel Chandler, Alexander Hogg, Joseph Willis,
Ninian Akin, William Aikin, Robert Mills,
John Bayls, William Forsith, Ephraim Clark,
Jo.seph Wakefield, Tl~omas Aikin, Alexander Robinson,
William Robertson, David'Villson, Joseph Robenson,
Ebenezer Blood, John Lyon, William Bradford.

A return of the men's names that refuse to sign the within
writing': John Bartlett and Jonathan Straw.

BENJAMIN BRADFORD, Selectman.

SIGNERS IN DERRYFIELD.

John HaJl, Benjamin Cranbie, John Ray,
William Parkham, David Starret, Moses Merrill
Thomas Newman, Ezekiel Stevens, Nathaniel Boyd,
Ebenezer Stevens, John Parham, John Russ
David Merrill, William Nntt, Robert Cldrk
Daniel Hall, Benjamin Baker, Samuel Stark,
William McClintock, John Harvey, Joseph George
John Ok-kcy, William Parham, Jesse Baker, '
J"hn Gofi'e, George Greaham, James Gorman
John Rand, Simon Lull, James McWright
Samuel Moor, William Gambell, John Grifen,

I

Rvbert Cunninghftm, James Peirse, Moses Crombey,
Alex. MacMurphy, Abraham Merrill, Joseph Grillin
Samuel Boyd, Abraham Merrill, Joseph Farme~,
Charles EmerROn, Jonathan Merrill, Hngh Thomson.
Michael McClinlo,

56
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Robert Coats,
Joshua Wells,
Samuel Joslen,
Richard Joslen,
Charles Walworth,
Ezekiel Wells,
Caleb Clark,

To the Honourable Committee of Safety for the Colony of
NEW-HAMPSHIRE:

These are to certify that every man in .this town volun-
tarily signed this Agreement. Attest:

EBENEZER EAMES, } ('f l t
S J

~e ec men
AMUEL ONES,

.
Canaan, July 1, A. D. 1776.

Colony of New.Hampshire, Derryfield, June 1, 1776.

To the Hon. l\'lEsHEcH WEARE, Chairman:
This is to certify that we, the subscribers, have presented

the within Declaration to the inhabitants of said Town, and
they have aU signed said Declaration who we, in our judg-
ment, thought had a right to sign the same.

.

Certified by us, &c. DAVID STARRET,

}EZEKIEL STEVENS, Selectmen.
JOHN PARKHAM,

SIGNERS IN DUBLIN.

John Swan, Levi Patridge, James Chambler,
Richard Gilchrest, Timothy Adams, Thom:!.s Lewis,
Thomas Morse, Eli Greenwood, Samuel'ViJliams,
Eli Morse, John Knowlton, Eben~zer Hill,
Joseph Greenwood, Simeon Bullard, A bijah Twitchel,
Most's Adams, John Muzzey, Nathaniel Bate,
Daniel Morse, Moses Johnson, William Strongmenv,
Joseph Twitchel, Reuben Morse, WilJiam Yardley,

.
Eb,'nezer TWilchel, Richard Stron~meny, John Wright,
Samuel Twitchel, Irhamar Johnson, ThotT1:!.sMuzzey,
SI.cphen Twitchel, Silas Stone, Jun., Moses Pratt,
Srmeon Johnson, Ezra Murse, Gershom Twitchel,
Ivury Perry, . haac Adams, Caleb Sianford
Benjamin Learned, baac Bond, Lahe PussIer, '
John Morse, Stlas St",ne, Phinehas Stanford,
Henry Strongman, Thomas Alden, Nathan Burnap,
Joseph Adams, Josmh Greenwuod, Gersh..m Twitchel Jr.
Benj:!.min Muswn, Moses Greenwood, Gardner Town, '
William Greenwood, James Rolins, Oliver Wright.

In compliance with your request, we have desired an the
males in our Town, above twenty-one years of age, to sign
to the Declaration on this paper, which they an did, with-
out any dispute. Test:

JOSEPH GREENWOOD,

}

.
SIMEON BULLARD, Selectmen of Dublin.
JOHN MUZZEY,

SIGNERS IN DUNBARTON.

Thomas Caldwell, Enoch Sargent, Thomas Mills,
Sampson Calley, WilHam Holms, David Hardey,
Thomas Ruse, Henry Pondrey, William WiJee!er,
John Gould, Thomas Hoit, Plumer Wheeler,
James Clement, John Holms, Samuel Allison,
David Story, James Alexander, James Stewart,
Daniel Story, Nathan Butnam, ArchibaJd Stinson,
Samuel Burnam, Thomas George, Stephen Wheeler,
John Sameson, John Marrill, Samuel Stewart,
Step. Henayer, Asa Bumhan, Moses Colby,
Hezekiah Colby, A5a PUlney, George Hogg,
Abel Sarl(ur, William Page, Isaac Cheney,
Samuel Kelly, John Hogg, Jonathan Stevens,
Nuah Sanger, Enoch Sargent, Richard Greenough,
E,lward Presbe, Sargent Colby, Hn~h Temeson,
James Gray, Zebulon Gilchel, David Favour,
Amos Emery, Philip Wells, Jacob Colley,
Theophilas Goodwin, brael Clifford, Jacob Chesamore,
Ca1ch Page, John Church, Caleb Page, Jun.
Jeremiah Page, Benjamin Dalman,

The underwritten names were those who had the offer to
sign, and refused: William Stark, William Stinson, Stephen
Palmer, John Stinson, Robert I!ogg, James Ilog~, Abra-
ham Burnam, John Folten, Damd Hogg, John McCordey.

JEREMIAH PAGE
}J H ' Selectmenfor Dunbarton.

OHN OGG,

Dunbarton, November 25, 1776.

,

SIGNERS IN ENFIELD.

Josiah Hovey, Samuel Meacham
Nathan Bicknell, Jouathan Padelfo;d
Elisha Bingham, Philip Padelford '
Jon. Padelford,Jun., Asa Williams. '

John LascH,
Benjamin Fuller,
Dan iel Hovey,
John Lyman,
Simon P. Slapp,

70 the Honourable Committee of Safety of the Colony of
NEW-HAMPSHIRE:

Those names which are within written, hereunto volun-
tarily set their hands. Attest:

JOHN LASELL,

~

SAMUEL MEACHAM, Selectmen of Enfield.
DANIEL HOVEY,

Enfield, June 11, 1776.

Ebenezer Eames,
Richard Clark,

SIG~ERS IN CANAAN.
Jehu Jones, James~readwaywjl1,on
Thomas Baxter, certam conditions.*

. J, on cAndidon that no man .who is tR.kcn a c.aptive from the British Forces be
malle ~n offic.er! ur let to bea, BoIc1kr in t~leConljne~lal Army; and, see.ondly, that e~ery
Amencan fuur.Jdand taken In arms agalOst the U,Hted Colonies be illlmediately put t,o
"I~8t~; and, thtrilly, that. an and every -of the British TroopB that. are captl1red by the
Continental Force~, by sea or land, or any other way taken, shall be kt'pt in prison 0['
close conflnement; amI, fourthly! th.8t every ~ommanding officer, or a private Bold'ier,
or anl person or pp.rsom~, employed I~ any bualfle~s wha1ever hi the Cuntinemal Forces
who I~ found.and provrd to be a traitor to.the Unite~ ~nloujes, in A7T~~rlr.a,be put t~

..death ImJ:l1edtateIy. np~n these aforemenl.Iqned cor.dultms do I sign 1his IJeciamtion.
WltrleBt!Imy hand: J_AM"SSTRBADW"T.

John Prescott,
Abraham Perkins,
Abraham Folsom,
Benjamin Rowell,
Junathan Cilley,
Jonathan M~loon,
Seth Fogg,
Benjamin Dearb(Jrn,
Jonathan Fill rick,
Samuel Plummer,
Ezekiel Clough,
N. Wells,
David Lo\,.el1,
Jonat1mn Wmslow,
Jacoh Forss,
Joseph BI:!.ke,
Philip Harvy,
Jonathan Clark,
J uhn Rowell,
Thomas Cauley,
John Cauley,
Simon Drake,
Edward Saw ran,
AbraAam Brown,
Joseph Chandler,
Samnel Shaw,
RIchard 8haw,
Ebener.er Currier,
Ezra Strow,
John Strow,
Samuel Dearborn,
Jolin Shnrburn,
Richard Shl!' burn,
Jonathan Prescott,
Jonathan Calley,
'Villiam Crocket,
Mo.ses Davis,
Samuel Parsons,
EzekiEl Hook,
John Lunt,
Francis James,
Jushua B~own,
James Randlet,
William Dowlin,
J erem;a h Pre-cou,
Simon Dearborn,
Job Parsons,
James Samborn,
Joseph French,
Ahraham Tiltun,
Enoch CQ1Iin,
Phin~as Fogg,
Ribbcn Osgood,
John Gilman,
Jacob Rundlet,
Robert Judkins,
Charles Crockett,
Joseph Mason,
John Towhir,
Josiah Rnndlet,
Josiah "'orris,
Johu Chapmain,
Oliver Morrill,
Gould French,
James Chase, Jun.,
James Johnson,
Ebenez('f Straw,
Josiah Towl,
John Marden,
William Straw,

Thomas Miner,
Samuel Jones,
Joseph Walter,
John Scofield,
Samuel Lathrop,
Ezekiel Gardner,

Solomon Scipio.
John S('ofi~ld,
Thomas Baldwin,
Caleb W,'leh,
Gideon Ru,ld,
Ebenezer Scufield.

SIGNERS IN EPPING.
David Lawrence, Josiah Folsom,
Mrtrk How, ElJphelet Cally
Benjamin Smith, Jr., Ezekiel Brown;
BenJamm Page, Brads.. Gilman,
Jonathan Clark, Jr, Damel Gordon
Abra'm Perkins, Jr., William Cuffi~
Jo~iah Edgerly, Abraham Brow~, Jr.,
Jonathan ltnudlett, l5amuel Smith,
Samuel Hunt, James ;s'orris
Jo:'eph Gale, Nehemiah V(h~eler
James Norris, Jo,eph Preseott,

J

Benjamin Brown, Jr., Benj~min ClIfford,
Ezra F'ench, Samuel Morrill
Jeremiah Jath, Ebenezer Fisk'
Jethro B. Tilton, Jacob Frost, '
Barzrllai Frencb, Paul Lad
Moses Coflin, Joha Pag~,
Juhn Pike, Ebenezer Blase,
John Bartlett, Benjamin Rawlings,
Samuel Cornor, Jonathan Thomas,
John Towl, Thomas Robinson,
Simeon Robinson, Joseph Edgerly,
Thomas BnrlfY, Zehulon Edgerly
Samuel Clark, William Gill '
Benjamin Dockum, Micah Pre'c~t,
Jonathan Eliot, Nathan G. Prescot
Jo,.i~h Smith, Dearborn Blak~, '
D~Vld Hanes, Philip Kel!ey,
DaHleJ Ba,ly, Jonathan Ferren
Moses Dalton, John Ferren, '
Dav.d Folsom, Benjamin Clarke
Lel'i French, Samuel Veasey'
Jo'i.~h ~'iltoo, Robert Cro.-s, '
Benpnnn Dow, SimQn Johnson,
James Dow, Jon. Robinson,Jnn,
John Chapman, Robert 'Vil]p
Edo,und Chapman Benj. Duc!;uI~ Jun.
Benjamin Smith, ' Joseph Dudley'
Eelward San bon, Beualah IlOW'
Daniel Sauborn, Jacob :'>wain '
B,.njamiu John,on, Winlhrup D:JW
Belij. Johnson, Jun., TheoplJilus Ste~('ns,
Tlinoth~. Jones, Theoph. Sr,-vens, Jr.,
Isaac J?unond, Juhn P,'a,e,
Jeremiah Sanborn, Jonathan Robinson,
Jaeob Blalsdel, Slephe[1 Clifford,
Chandler Sanborn, James Wadleigh,
Josiah Chase, John Perkins, Jun'.,
Joseph Chandler, )"Im Lyford
Theophilu., Blake, Hfnry'\V,giin,
Ben)3rTIln Dearborn, Thomas \;Vi~uin
Cha~e O~good, Thomas 'Viggin: Jr.)
Jacob F.reeze, Jun., Jonathan Kenison,
Nathaniel Sanborn, Stephen Clark
Ebenezpr Dow, David Perkin~
Junathan Fifipld, Jacob Clark'
I-Iezekiah Cliffurd, Muses Paue'
James O'goorl, J ames Ch~~~,
Jos,,!,h Taylor, David Lawrence, Jr.,
Damel Rundlett, Samnel F'"onch
Richard Clifford, Paul Ladd Jun~
NJeholas Robinson, Nathan S\;'ain '
David Norris, Jun., Daniel Blain' '
Thomas Alley, Jedediah Blake
Joseph Prescott, John Carr, '
Samuel Mornll, John Carr, Jun.,
James Rundle!, Henjamm Smart
Jonathan Chase, Nathan Sambor~
James Harvey, Na' han S~mborn,'JI'.,
Sargent Hnse, James Nurri.<,4th.

. Agreea~le to .the within Association Paper, we have shO'\VI1
It to th~ mhabltants; and those persons whose names are
underwntten are persons that refilse to sign the same: John
Barker, Jonathan Barker, Thomas Dmke, Robert Blake,
Joseph- Shepard, Robert Smith, Nathaniel Ladd, JQsj:ah
Roberson, James Rundlet, Jun., Thomas Norris, Benjamin
Morgan. S F

~

ETH OGG,

ENOCH COFFIN, Selectmen of FJppillg.

ABRAHA1\I P};RKINS,

John McClerey,
John Ca~ey,

SIGNERS IN EPSOM.
Jo,iah Knowles, Andrew McGaffey
Simon Cass, Waymuth Wallac~,
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Moses Lock,
William Nason,
Abraham Wallis,
James Woden,
Richard Treep,
John Cate,
Ephraim PellingelI,
Ephraim Lock,
Nathaniel Kuyes,
Thomas Babb,
Ebenezer Williams,
B~nson Hain,
Henry McCnlles,
John ,~kClerey,Jun.,
Moses O'!,:ood,
John Hanier,
William Drought,
William McCreles,
Jethro Blake,
James Nelson;
Israel Folsotl'l,
Ephraim Berry,

Mark Moses,
Samuel Meyers,
Ephraim Berry,
Benaiah Labbee,
John McGaffey,
Geor~e Wallis,
Eliphelm Sanborn,
George Uren,
Ebenezer Bracket,
J o~eph Tha rborn,
Aaron Burbank,
Simon Knowles,'
Reuben Sanbun,
Benjamin Goodwin,
Samuel Blake,
Josfph Towle,
Jeremiah Page,
Nathaniel Willis,
Benjamin J"hnsLOo,
I'aac Le btee,'
Samuel Rand,
Mark Moses,
Samuel Yloses,

.

John Cass and William Odiorne refused to sign.

Neal McGaffey,
Obadi~h WilJiams,
Jeremiah Prescott,
Simeon Chapman, per

de,i re,
Sa rnuel Davies,
Nathan Marden,
Francis Lock,
John McCrelcs,
Jonathan Knowles,
Joseph Seavey,
Henry Seavey,
George Sanders,
David Knowlton,
Levi Cass,
Sam uel Ames,
Samuel Ames, Jun.,
Thomas H,)lt, Jun.,
William Holt,
William Rand,
Huanus M,'ses,
Benaiah Li~bee.

SIGNERS IN EAST-KINGSTON.

Phineas Batchelder, Ebenezer Batchelor, Joshua French,
Benjamin French, Benjamin French, Jr., Jacob Ga Ie,
Edward Fifield, Josiah Talton, Samuel Slevens,
Jonathan Collins, Abraham Smith, Jr., Ralph Blasdell,
John Sanborn, Nathan Bachdler, Nathan Sampson,
Nathaniel Bacheller, Thoma;; Bacheller, Jacob Blasdel j
Abra.ham Smith, Nathan Ordway, Jacob Rowell,
Nathan. G. Bacheller, Jacob Ordway, Matthias BartJet,
Simon Bacheller, Jacob Graves, David Rowell,
Stephen Prescott, Samud Palmer, Henry masdel,
John Toppan, David Tilton, Daniel Blasdel,
William Fifield, Benjamin Wllt01'1, Nalhanie1 Whitcher,
Enoch Chase, Ithaillar Emerson, W ilJiam Sams,)n,
Wil1iam Smith, Joseph Bean, Samuel Carter, Jun.,
Moses Greeley, John Carler, Barnard Elliot,
Jonathan L. Webster, MDses Blas<:\el, Caleb Web~ler,
Eliphelet Wehster, John Wel:ch, Ezekiel Merrill,
Jon. Grt'eley, Jun., Elijah Clough True Perkms,
John Currier, Andrew Greeiey, Josiah B~chelder I
Richard Smith, Ebenezer Collins, PhLip Brown,
Daniel Gale, Ezra Currier, Edward Greeley,
John Morrill, Jeremiah Currier, Jonathan GreC!ley,
Daniel Eastman, Abner Mol's" John Sanborn,
Jonathan CillUg-h, Samuel Carler, Jonathan Cass,
Trueworlhy Palmer, Jonathan Blasdell, Jeremiah Morr.i1l,
Benjamin Smith, John Bla'£lell, Jonathan Perkms.

Colonel Jonathan Greeley has several times been desired
to sio-n the Declaration, but has not. Abraham Brown and
Jacob Currier refused to sign the Declaration.

SIGNERS IN GILMANTON.

Joseph Badger, Daniel Su;vens, Jere. Richardson,
Joseph BadO'er, Jr., Robelt Glidden, Isaac Batchelder,
Pea,Jee Badger, Nathaniel Kimba]], Winthrop Gilman,
William Smith, Andrew Page, Dudly Young, .
Jacob Kellv, Simon Clough, Dudly Hutchmgs,
Ebenezer Eastman, AnarewG1iden, Jon.. Gilman, Jun.,
Daniel Fulsom, Samuel Willseen, J"tham Gilman,
John Moody, Samuel Avery, Jes,e Looge,
Paul Bickford, Jasper Elkms, Samuel Osgood,
Ezekiel Hoit, E\i~ha Odlin, John Worth,
Jacob Sleeper, Samuel Ladd, Solomon Kinnison,
J(,hn H3ins, Beaj. W. Dean, Ebenezer Steivers,
Joshua Gilman, Thomas Taylor, Ellphelet Gilman,
Benjamin Peckins, David Elkins, John MeJchir,
Israel Karrar, Sammersbee Gilman, Elisha Hutchinson,
Benjamin James, David Clough, Abiathar Sanborn,
Jonathan James, Edwitrd Gilman, Lowel Sanborn,
John Parsons, Nathaniel Elkins, Jonathan Ross,
Noa.hD.Dow, Daniel Avery, SamueIC\ongh,'
Samuel Greeley, Edward Sm!th, Jon~than CI;jrk,
Joseph HBchins, Jr., Ambrose Hmds, Ben]amm Weeks,
Joseph Huchins, John Samborn, Daniel Dudley,
David Fifiel'1, Nathamel Webster, Stephen DU11ley,
Samuel Fitield, Edward Fox h

Joln~ D!!dley,
William Libbey, Abner Cloug , Ben]amm Dow,
John Gilman, John Jeffery, Jeremiah Connor,
Isaac Smith, Elisha Weed, Antipas Gilman,
George Dennet, Matthew Weeks, Benjamin Gilman,
Thomas Fanoeny, Thomas Chattle, Samuel Brooks,
David Beatl, Ephraim Morri1l, Nehemiah Longe,
Peter Gilman, Jun. Gilmaw, 3d, AbnerEI'ens,
Joshua Gilman, Joseph Parson, Daniel Evens,
Samuel Gilman, Willtam Parson~, Jonathan Hutchinson,
Stephen Bean, Wm. Parsons, Jun., Trede Bean,
Ephraim M~rril1, Jr., Samuel B. R~nd, John Mash,
James Hockmgs, Ebenezer PaIge, Henry Mash,
Jonathan Folsom, Jeremy Cog<well, Josiah Avery,
Robert Moulton, Nathaniel Wilson, Joseph Osgood.
Mallhias Sawyer,

Pursuant to the orders of the Committee of Safety, we
have applied to the inhabitants of Gilmanton to sign the
Association Paper, and those nam.ed !n the list herewith
~ommitted are those that refuse to stgn It.

En WARD SMITH
}

C' 1 ,r G
.
z

J S ' IJe,ectm£n oJZ manton.
OHN AMBORN,

Gilmanton, August 28, 1776.

George Weymouth,
Charles Currier,
Scrib!)er Mudget,
Jonathan Dow,
Joseph A very,
Hosea Hatch,
Joseph Clifford,
Jonathan Batchelder,
Simeon Bean,
Joseph Young,
Eooch Bean.

Samuel Avery, Gilman Lovejoy,
John Smith, Philip Pain,
Daniel Clough, Joseph Merrill,
John Fox, David E(!gerley,
Reuben AlJe,n, Gihnan Lovejoy, Jr.,
Thomas Mudget, Orlando Weed,
Noah Weeks, Jonathan Gilman,
Samuel Weeks, John Sheperd,
Nat. 'Webster, Jun., Amos Paine,
Simeon M nrlget, Isaiah Clough,
Gideon Bean, Edward Loek,
Joshua Bean, Abrahll.m Fohom,

The several persons above-named refuse signing the As-
sociation Paper.

EDWARD SMITH
}

.1' .
J S ' Selectmen OJGzlmanton.

OHN AMBORN,

Gilmanton, August 28,1776.

To the Honourable the Council and Assembly, or the Com-
mittee of Safety, for the Col()ny of NEW-HAMPSHIRE:

Whereas the Selectmen of the Town of Gilmanton have
applied to us to sign an Association Paper, and there being
some scruples on our minds, we cannot conscientiously sign
it, and beg leave to assign our reasons; which are as follows,
viz: 'Ve agree and consent to the Declaration of Indepen-
dence on the British Crown, and are willing to pay our
proportion to the support of the United Colonies; but, as
to defend with arms, it is against our religious principles,
and pray we may be excused. All which is most humbly
submitted, by your Honours' most obedient humble servants,

John Fox, Hosea Hatch, Noah Weeks,
Samuel Weeks, Charley Currier, GIlman Longee, Jr.,
OrlandoWeeJ, Samuel Avery, Joseph Clifford,
Peter Smith, Simeon Mudget, Jonathan Batchelder,
Daniel Clough, . Scribner Mudget, Simeon Bean,
Nat. Web,qer,Jun., Joseph Morrill, Joseph Youn!,:,
Jonathan Dow, Gilman Longee, Reuben AJlen.
Gilmantown, August 20, 1776.

SIGNERS IN GILSUM.

Ebenezer Dewey, Stephen Bond, Ebenezer Wilcox,
Justus Hurd, JOseph Youngs, John Chapman,
Pelatiah Pease, DavId Bell, John Marks,
Ebenezer Dewey, Jr., Stephen Bond, Jun., Stephen Griswold,
Gershom Crocker, Elijah Maek, James Rowe,
Josiah Kilhurn, Obadiah Smith, Elisha Rendell,
Ebenezer I):ilburn. Levi Bliss, John Boynton,
Thomas Morse, Jonathan Bliss, John Boynton, Jun.,
Josiah Kilburn, Jun., Abner Bliss, Jobn Dimick, Jun.,
Ebenezer Church, DavId Bliss, John Dimick,
Jonathan Adams, Jonathan BJiss, Jun., Timothy Dimick,
Iehabod Youngs, Ebenezer Bill, John Raw,
Henry While, Joel Ktlbourn, John Row, Jnn.,
ShlJbael Hurd, Obadiah Wilcox, Jr., Obadiah Wilcox.

This may certify, that the names annexed to this paper
are all the inhabitants of the Town of Gilsum, that come
within the limits of this request.

EBENEZER DEWEY, JR',
}& 7 t .rG 'lP P ,ec men QJ z sum.

ELATIAH EASE,

SIGNERS IN HAMPTON.

Small Moulton, Samuel Towle, Moses Brown,
Thomas Leavitt,. Joshua Towle, Stephen Fifield,
John Moulton, Joshoa Towle, Jun., J"lm Crosbie,
John Dow, Elisha Marston, Simon Lane,
James Hobbs, Jonathan Marston,Jr., WIlJiam Lane, Jun.,
John Moulton, 5th, Carter Batchelder, Benjamin Moulton,
John !\ioulton, 6th, Amos Towle, Jun., Amos Towle,
S>lmuel Dow, Joseph Nay, Joseph Towle, Jun.,
John Lamprey, John Nay, Benjamin Malou,
Jpsiah Moulton, Josiah Towle, Josiah Malon,
Edward Shaw, Daniel Philbrick, Jr., Jonathaf\ Elkins,
Samuel Shaw, George Freese, Moses Elkins,
Oliver W. Lane, Joseph Freese, John Towle, .
Jonathan Moulton, Jr.Jeremiah Ball, James Blake,
EdwfJrd B. Moulton, John Dearborn, Ebenezer Lane,
Jonathan Shaw, Jona. Garland, Jun., Josiah Lane,
Benjamin Batchelder, Robert Drake, Jun., Nathan Blake,
Jonatban Sanborn, Jeremiah Towle, Jonathan Blake,
Jonathan L"avilt, Nathaniel Dearborn, Lemuel Tuttle,
Simon Marston, Ephraim Marston, Abm. P. Towle,
Shubael Page, Philip Towle, Jethery Blake,
Elisha Towl, Philip Towle, Jun., David Moulton,
Ebenezer Thayer, Winthrop Sanborn, James Towle,
Jonathan Moulton, Thomas Jenness, Henry Elkins,
Josiah Moulton, Jun., lohn Moulton, Jun., Jona\han'Towle,
John Moulton, Nathan Brown, Nathaniel Batchelder,
Anthony Emery, Jonathan Marston, Philip Marston,
Joseph Johmon, Simon Towle, Abner Sanborn,
Nathaniel Johnson, Jeremiah Marston, Jr.Elijah Moulton,
John Batchelder, Nathan Sanborn, Jeremiah Sanborn,
John Lane, . Benj. Brown Shaw, Simon Sanborn,
Jeremiah Shaw, Benjamin Fifield, Ezekiel MouJton,
John Johnson, Samuel Brown, John Foggo,
Joseph MOlJlton, Samuel Bro~nson, Joh? Sanborn,
Joseph Garland, John Allaman, Ben]amin Tucke,
Thomas Woodman, John Readman, John Taylor,
Joshua James, Simon Dow, Henry D. Taylor,
S:ephen Page, John Mar~ton, Mlcajah Morrill,

.

.
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Thoml.s Page, James Johnson,
Samuel Drake, Andrew Mace,
Samuel Drake, Jun., Ephraim Moulton,
John Drake, Jun., Jacub Palmer;
Joshua Fenney, Samuel Philbrick,
John Jenness, Jun., James Plnlbrick,
Christopher Tappan, Gideon Shaw,
Benjamin Page, Nathaniel Lamprey,
William Branscombe, Reuben Lamprey,
John Hubbs, Jonathan DOWSl,
Abner Pa~e, Joshua Shaw,
Jonathan Lock, William Moulton,
Nathan Monlton, f;amuel Lock,
John Moulton, 3d, Jeremiah Knowles,
Samuel Page, Amos Knowles,
John Tuck, Ammo Knowles, Jun.,
James Perkins, John Lamprey, Jun,
Jonathan Tuck, Zachariah Bruwn,
Jonathan Tucker, Jf., Thomas Nudd,
Nathaniel Tuwle, Simon Nudd,

John TayJor, Jun.,
Juseph Philbrick,
John Philbrick,
Robert Moulton,
Josiah Dearborn,
Robert Drake,
John Drake,
Jonathan Godfree,
Ward Lane,
Samuel Nay,
Daniel Lamprey,
Edmund Mason,
Samuel Marston,
Juseph Dow,
WdJiam Lane,
Jonathan Garland,
John Rande]],
COltun'1I1ard,
Elisha Johnson.

Colony of New-Hampshire.

Pursuant to tbe within request, we, tbe subscribers, Se-
lectmen of Hampton, have desired all males, within said
Hampton, above twenty-one years of age, (Lunaticks, Idiots,
and Negroes, excepted,) to sign to the Declaration on this
paper; and there are, that have refused to sign the same,
viz: Captain Jeremiah Marston and Daniel Philbrick.

Given under our hands. Dated at Hampton, aforesaid,
June 4, 1776.

'V ILLIA1\f LANE, lJOSEPH Dow,
JOSIAH

.

DE ARE

.

ORN,

J
Selectmen of /lampton.

JONATHAN GARLAND,

COTTON WARD,

,

SIGNERS IN HAMP5TEAD.

Jonathan CarJeton; Jo.seph French, Jun., Samuel Kelly,
Samuel Littlp, Juhn Atwood, Junathan Eastman,
Bartholomew Heath, Benj. Treecellery, Juhn Simson,
Timothy Goodwin, Ezra French, Nathaniel Chase,
Caleb Emmerwn, Austin George, Ebenezer Copp,
Hezekiah Hutcheus, John Wiear, Abner Little,
lteuben Harriman, John BonrJ, Jun., Joseph Noyes,
John .Webster, Edmund Mooers, John Richardson,
Benjamin Little, Jr., Peter Eastman, John Sawyer,
"Villiam Moulton, Hen ry True, Moses Slevens,
Benj. Emerson, Jun.) Eliphelet Poor, John Harriman,
Samuel Johnson, Daniel Little, Jun., Moses Kimball,
Samuel Flagg, Tristram Little, Joseph Wehster,
James GiJe, Samuel Johnson, Jr., Levi.W ebster,
John Gorden, Humphry Nichols, Juhn Calfe,
James Eaton, Abner RoO'ers. Jonathan Page,
John Bond, Thomas Emery, Joseph Kimball,
Davi,i Poor, Christopher Row'lI, Joseph Brown,
Edward Prescot, William G,'orge, John Kent,
Ste\,hen Johnson, Wm. R!chardson, Jr., Job Kent,
Jos lUa Bradshaw, Moses Little, Samuel Bn,wn,
Roger Magrath, Thomos'VilIiams, Samnel Brown, Jr.,
Robert Hog-g, Peter Morss, Moses Brown,
Erlmunil Eastman, Robert Emerson, James West,
Joshua Eastman, Watts Emerson, Samuel Curfler,
EzekieJ Currier, William Ritcherson, Jacob Currier,
Timothy Stephens, John Giff,'rs, John Atwood,
Daniel Little, Jo,hua Sawyer, Thomas '\.Vodley,
John Darling, Caleb Web,ter, Benjomin Emerson,
Andrew Bryant, John Harriman, Jr., Thomas Harriman,
James Atwood, Amos Clark, Obadiah Weeks.
Oliver Worthen, Benjamin Lunt,

The names of the persons refusing to sign thc Declara-
tion on this paper:

Cap'. Wm. Marshall, Peter Morss,
Dea,con Jos. F,'enrh, Joshua COI'lis,
Deacun Bellj. Kimball, Thomas Muzzey,
Mr. John Hogg, Joseph Kimball, Jr.,
John Muzzey, Esq., Henry Hilton ,
Lient. Ed mund Morss, William Stephens,
John MilJs, Parker Stephens,

State of New-Hamt>shire, September 10, 1776.

In pursuance of the request of the honourable Committee
of Safety, for the State aforesaid, we, the subscribers, have
accordingly attcnded the service, and have presented the
within Declaration to the inhabitants of the Town of IIamp-
stead, and desired all male persons therein directed, to sign
thereto; and after waiting upon sundry persons for their con-
sideration and determination of their signing thereof, we
have obtained the greater part of said town to subscribe
their names thereto; and all those persons that have refused
to sign to said Declaration, after being repeatedly desired,
we return their names in a separate column on this paper.

JOHN ATWOOD

}
T W' Seler:tmenfor lIamp-

HOMAS ADLY,
stead.

SAMUEL LIT1LE,

J ames Shepard,
Jesse Johnson,
Caleb J ohllson,
John Plnmmer,
Kelley Plummer,
Ebenezer Kimball.

MQses Colbey,
David Quimby,

SIGNERS IN HAWKE.

James Towle, Isaac Flanders,
J os. Clifford Sanborn, Jacob Eastman,

Reuben True, Joseph Brown, Samuel Eastman,
Henry Dearhorn, Jabez Page, S'ephen Eastman,
Thos. Stow Ramsey, Thomas Chelis, Henry Morrill,
Jeremy Towle, TimolhyWunh, Israel Dimond,
Abraham Chase, Jonathan French, Jr., Hezekiah Blake,
Thomas Page, 8am. Paul DLH]]y, Jonathan Blake,
John Selly, Ebenezer Walker, Jonathan Blake, Jr.,
J"nathan French, Joseph Tucker, Josiah Fuxbery,
John Page, Edward Eastman, l.-aac Clifford,
Henry Elkins, Matthias Pellew, 'William George,
Caleb Towle, Barnet Thorn, Jonathan Clough,
John Sanborn, Joseph Barron, Joseph Williams,
Jethro Sanborn, Samuel ii\argent, A:1ron Quimby,
Timothy Bruwn, Samuel Fellows, Ames Campa]],
Jonathan Sanborn, Joseph Co]]ins, Samuel Quimby,
Abraham Darling, Nehemiah :Sleeper, James Sawyer,
Gideon Sawyer, SamlleJ Mar~h, Jabez Eaton,
David Tilton, Nathaniel Brown, David Flanders,
Elisha Bachelder, Na1hon Jones, William Busel,
Josiah Bachelder, Ezra Jones, Elipbelet Haye,
Richard Nason, Nathan Jones, Jun., Benjamin Eastman,
Pet~r Elkins, Jonathan Junes, George Bartlett,
Jedediah Philbrick, M"sesQuimby, James LowEll.
Humphrey Hook, Asa Flanders,

In pursuance to the within request, we have shown this
Declaration to all the inhabitants of this Parisb, and all
have signed, except Joseph Jones, Hezekiah Sleeper, Joseph
Sweat, and Trostum Collins. The above named persons
are called Quakers, and refuse to take up arms.

MOSES COLEY,

}
DAVID QUlJlIEY, Selectmen of IIawke.
~EUEEN TRUE,

Hawke, June 7, 1776.

SIGNERS IN HENNIKER.

Jacob Rice, Joshua Heath, Jt.seph Williams,
James Bowman, Asa Putney, Juhn Pedney,
Thomas Pope, Samuel Wayworth, Ephraim Morrill,
William Powers, Nathaniel Juslyn, Otis Howe,
AJexander Whitney, Francis Withington, Jesse Ross,
Ebenezer Hanhorne, Abel Gibson, EJiphelet Colby,
Amos Goold, Jacob Wbitcomb, Thomas Townsenu,
Ezekiel Smith, Ezekiel Stone, Thomas Slone,
Elijah Rice, Benjamin Whitcomb, Phineas 'Vard,
Alexaniler Patterson, Samuel Faizel, Benjamin Clark,
Charles Whitcomb, Reuben 'Whitcomb, William Clark,
Moses Smith, David Campell, l;aac Gates,
David Pope, Uriah Ari,den, Timothy Ross,
Timothy Gibson, Jr., Thomas Howlett, Timothy Gibson,
Eliakim How, Daniel Rire, William Heath,
Joseph Lewis, James Joslyn, Jonathan Wood,
Jonas Alexander, James Detins, Stephen SpaId in.

Those persons who refused to sign the within Declaration
are underwritten:

Joseph Kimball, Ezra Tucker, Thomas Stone, Jr.,
William Kimba]], present Lientenant. J am~s DUSlen,
Joshua Kimball, Ebenezer Herramon, Ben.iamin Curricr,
Co!. Sam. Kimb:tll, present Ensign. Capl. Aaron Adams,.
Wilham C"abers, Capt. Josiah 'Wa~d, Moses Powel,
Aaron Estam, Major Ruse, Jonathan Bas50n,
S'lmupl Morrison, Sargeant Heath, Nathanie] Merril,
Nuah Gill, Robert CampbeJl, James Stone.

.JONA~ BOWMAN

~
So l '.lI T'

S HT' e ectmen ozennzk(,r.AMUEL H ADSWORTH,

SIGNERS 1]1;" HILLSEOROUGH.

Joseph Symonds, Asa Dre~ser, Benjamin Lovejoy,
Isaac Andrews, Samuel Jones, Lot Jennison,
Archibald Taggart, Anrlrew Bixbe, George Booth,
Samnel Preston, William Love, Daniel Holt,
Jedediah Preston, John Gib,on, Samuel Bradford
Timothy Bradford, John Mead, Samnel Symonds:
John Nichols, John M. Ca]]ey, Jonathan Barnes
James Taggert, Daniel Gibson, Timothy Wilkin~
WiJJiam P"pe, John Graham, Jacob FHnt,

,

William Jones, Jun., WiJliam Jones, Nehemiah Wilkins,
John McClimoek, William Taggart, Daniel McNeal!.
Alex. McClintock, William Hmchinson,

Jonathan Durant refilses to sign.
WILLIAM POPE,

ls l
ARCHIBALD TAGGART, 5 e ectmen.

SIGNERS IN HINSDALE.
Rev. Bunker Gay, John !3arret, Asa Flagg,
Aaron Cooper, BenaJah Green, William FlagO'
Josiah '\.Vheeler, Capl. Thos. Taylor, Micah Rockw~'od
Isaac Barit, Jonathan Barrit, Oliver Doolittle'
Zadock Baril, John Evans, Nathaniel Smitl;
Silas Barit, Merlarl Evan~, Nathaniel Slear~s,
Offo Bnrnam, .fo"hua Frost, Th"mas Sto<ldard
Samuel Cummins, Hezekiah Elmer, Zephaniah Richrn'on:1,
Robert Grandy, Aaron Wrigl t, John Peacock
Uriel Evans, William Goss, Aaron P"ary

,

Stephen Tuttle, RemembranceWright, Samu€! Bro~n.
:Moses Barret, Sives Shaltock,

These are the names of those that refuse to sign the pa pCI' :
James Peirce, Thomas Rockwood, Nathan Thomas,
Thomas Butler, Daniel Jones, Esq., Aaron Barret
Josiah Butler, Simon Jones, Benjamin Ba~or.
Timothy Ladd,
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SIGNERS IN HOPKI~""TON.

Rlchard C. Rogers, Gideon Gould, Aaron Greeley,
Abner Gordon, Ebenezer Collins, John Jewell,
Joseph Potney, James Smilh, Green French,
Peter How, J onalhan Stanly, Mo~es Jewell,
Joshua Baily, William Stanly, Jacob Sibley,
Jutham How, Abner Culby, Edward Roden,
Oliver Drew, James Sticlmey, Abrahf:lm Davis,
Moses Kimball, Samuel Kimball, Isaac Alby,
Benj. B. Darling, Adonijah Tyler, Jonathan Chase,
Aaron Kimball, Ezekiel Hadley, Nehemiah Cowel,
Elijah Fletcher, Abraham Rowell, Samuel Hoyt,
Stephen Harriman, John Clement, Joseph FlilJt,
Jonathan Straw, Daniel ;Vrurry, Abel Kimball,
James Sca1es, Joseph Slanly, A,a Hildreth,
Anthony Colby, John Bla~dell, Samuel Farrington,
Sergent Currier, Elijah Durgin, Jonathan G'Jrdon,

.

John Chadwich, Benjamin Eastm~n, David How,
Enoeh Easlman, John Jewett, Jr., Nathaniel Clement,
Joseph Eastman, Eliphelet Colby, Joshua Morss,
John Putney, Daniel 'V~t~on, Philip Greely,
WiUiam Darling, Francis Smith, Nathaniel Morgan,
Jacob Hoyt, Caleb Smart, Richard Merrill,
David Conner, Isaac Chanliler, Nathan Kimball,
Timothy Darling, Jeremiah Story, Jr., Moses Straw,
Nathan Sargent, Isaac Fellows, Ralph Judkins,
Jacob Straw, Abraham Brinlay, Richard Webber,
Moses Emerson, Joseph Chandler, William Colby,
Moses Bayley, JaR\) Gage, William Davis,
John T. O'Conner, Nathaniel Kimball, Caleb Burbank,
Ezra Hoyt, Samuel Jeweu, Thoma~ Capenn,
Nicholas Colby, Oliver Pearson I Rf'oben Kimbete,
Matthew Stanley, Ezekiel Srraw, William Scale~,
Stephen Hoit, Daniel Cresey, Jonathan Quimby,
Stephen Eastman, David FeJ:ows, Benjamin Q.uimby,
John French, Daniel Noyes, Jacob Choale,
Joseph Story, Joseph Clark, Joseph Nichels,
Moses Gould, Henry French, Samuel Backunbery,
John Gage, Zachariah Story, Jaml's Kimball,
Thomas Bickford, Nathan Story, Oliver Sawyer,
Moses Sanborn, David Clough, Benjamin Sawyer,
David Young, Jeremiah Story, Johnson Gile,
John Georl(e, Joseph Hovey, Francis Whimer,
Jo~eph O'Conner, Samuel Stanley, Isaac Di\vis,
Jo,.,eph Davis, Joseph Barnaru, James CloUf;h,
Thomas Webber, Ephraim Gil, Jonathan Hunt,
:vIoses Sawyer, Samuel Sioeker I Samuel Silwik,
Mo~es Hills, Samuel Stavers, Philip Gonsmith, Esq.
Richard Straw, William Godfry, John Eaton,
WiJJiam Petters, Peter Sargent, Joseph Ha~tings,
Jonathan Q.uimby, John 'Webber, Samuel Hadley,
John Darling, Mm:es Conner, Benjamin Wiggin,
Jo~iah Smith, Samuel Smith, Josiah Jndkins,
.Benjamin Jewett, Mark Jewett, Daniel Flanders,
tJohn Burbank,

The names on this paper arc those that rcfused to sign to
the Declaration sent from the Committee of Safl,ty, to us
the subscribers:

Chose Wiggin,
Nathan iel Barker,
James Russell,
James J eweU ,
ChrL<topher Gould,

Thomas Frink,
I\'athan Blaze,
Eliphelel Briggs,
Josiah Richardson,
Joseph Blake,
Daniel Kingsbury,
DanIel Gnild,
Eli Metcalf,
Iehabod Fisher,
Thomas Wilder,
Isaac Wyman,
Davitl Foster,
Ephraim Denman,
Seth Heaton,
Andrew Balier,
Gideon Ellis,
Thomas Baker,
Benjamin Archer,
Joseph Ellis,
Simeon Washborn,
David Nims,
Elish.a Briggs,
Benj. Archer, Jun.,
SamtJel Woods,
Eljphelet Briggs,
Nathaniel Bnggs,
Elijah Blake,
Uriah Willson,
John Lesbonrear,
David Foster, Jun.,
Timothy Ellis,
Gideon Ziffany,
J esse Hall,
Michael Metcalf,
J esse Clark,
Gideon Ellis, Jun.,
David Nimsir,
Abraham Whee1er,

Eastmau Roit,
John Curner,
R'ch,ud Cre,"y,
Benjamin Merril.

Benjamin Brown,
Abraham Brown,
N"than Gould,
Moses Jones,
John Jonrs,

J

.

A1I'IES

.

SMITH,

}
c'

1. t
.

. fJ C oe.ee men 0
OHN LE:lfENT, 11 l' t

.
B W OPh'w'on.

ENJA1I'IIN IGGIN,

SIGNFRS IN KEENE.
Timothy Ellis, Jun., Jedediah Wtllman,
Eliakim Nims, Jonalhan Heaton I
Caleb Ellls, Simeon Elli"
Thomas WiJson, Benjamin El:i"
Davis Howlett, James Cros~field,
Timothy Ellis, 3d, Joseph Elli~, Jun.,
Benjamin WIllis, Thomas Baker, Jun.,
Samuel Chapman, Thomas Wdls,
Juhn Balch, Achilles Mansfield,
Abijah Metca1f, Boyce Blake,
Henry Ellis, Willhm Gray,
LHther Braf(f(, Aaron Gray,Jun.,
Seth Heaton, Jun., John Daniels,
Josiah Ellis, Samnel Daniels,
Benjamin Osgood, Jedediah Carpenter,
Ebenezer Newton, William Goodenollgh,
Daniel Wibon, Ahin Hoolbrook,
Ezra Harvey, Hezekiah Man,
David Harris, Jeremiah Slile""
Obadiah Blake, Jnn., S'lmuel Hall,
Zadock Nimes, Jonathan Areher,
Isaac Clark, Abiathar Pond,
Bartholomew Grimes, Sila~ Frencb,
David Wilson, ElipheJet Carpenter,
Benjamin Balch, Benjamin Wiilard,
Ebenezer Day, Jacob Town,
John Dickson, John Day,
Naboth Bettison, Peter Rice,
Abm. Whe£ler, Sen., Jsaac Esey,
James Wright, Jonathan Dwinell,
John Honghton, Thomas Dwintll,
Silas Cook, John ColJeney,
Nathan Blake, Jun, Abijah Wilder,
Nathan Rugg, Zadock'Vheeler,
Stephen Larrabe, Daniel Snow,
Robert Spencer, Witham Nelson,
Ebenezer Cook, Israel HOllghton,
Joshua Ellis, William Woods,

Asaph Nichols,
Elisha ElIi~,
Thomas Fields,
Miehael Sprought,
Belljamin Tiffany,
James Etldy.

William Ellis, Jotham MeteaJf,
J oshlla Osgood, Moses M'lsh
Nathaniel Kingsbury, Simeon Clark, Jnn.,
Reuben Daniels, Benjamin Ellis,
Reuben Partridge, Asahel Bbke,
Cephas Clark, Samnel Bassit,
Ebenezer Carpenter,

Agreeable to the within directions, we have requested all
in this town to sign, as herein set forth, and hereto annex
the namcs of all those who refuse to sign the wilhin De-
claration, viz: Major Josiah Wmard, Lieutenant Benjamin
lIalle, Doctor Josiah Pomroy, Samuel Woodsw07,th, Robert
Gilmore, John T'Vhite, Eleazer Sangor, Abner Sangor,
Thomas Cutter, James Perkins, Bcnjamin Osgood, Jun.,
John Swain, JaYlws Hun.

Er,IPHELET BRIGGs, JR.,

}
JOSIAH RICHARDSON, Selectmen of the
JOSEPH BLAKE, Town of Keene.
DANIEL KINGSBURY,

SIGNERS IN KENSINGTON.

Jonathan Perkins, Jeremiah Fogg, philbrick Palmer,
Benjamin Prescott, Joseph Fogg, JOQathan Flanders,
Odlin Prescott, Wilham Fogg, NRthan Dcarborn,
Simon Prescott, Jesse Tuck} Benjamin Brown,
Aaron P~ge, David Smilll, David Brown,
Moses Blake, Ahraham Sanborn, Robert Pike,
Richard Sanborn, Joseph Wadleigh, Benjamin Eastman,
Israel Hodgdon, Natbaniel Healey, Jostph Bro\vn, Jun.,
Peter Hodgdon, Jonathan Prescott, Ezekiel Worthen,
Caleb Shaw, Paul Blake, Enoch Worthen,
Israe] James, Joho. Lane! Nathaniel Weare,
Abner Polter, Henry San porn , hbe.z Dow,
EbenpzerCliffi,rd, Jeremiah Batchelder, Nathan Dow,
Benj8-\1\In Row, Abraham Prescott, Stephen Brown, Jun.,
Jo'eph Hilliard, Theophilns Sanborn, Joseph Brown,
John Metcher, James SanbfJrn, Joseph Clifford,
Edward Meleher, Benjamio James, Samucl Clifford,
Winthrop Row, John Tilton, John Graves,
Benjamin Row, Jun, Sherburn Ti1ton, Jonaihan Palmer,
Joseph Tilton, Benjamin Tilton, Samuel Dearborn,
Elijah Tilton, Benjamin Melcher, Samuel Lampte,
Samuel Tuck, Jame.' Sanborn, Jonathan Brown,
Philoem Blake, Moses Sanborn, Jo~iah DoW',
Jonathan Row, William Brown, Eenry Lampre,
SamElel Prescott, Timolhy C. IIilyar, Jonath:tn Dow,
Davir] Stuart, Benjamin James, Jr., Nathaniel Dow,
.Icremiah Fellows, Joseph Batrheldpr, Jonathan \Vard,
Jere. Fellows, Jun., Joseph Wadleigh, 3d, Moses Shaw,
James Fog-g, Philemon Blake, Mm;e.~Shaw. Jun.,
John Batchelder, Timotby B. Locke, David Sha w,
Benjamin Moulton, Joseph Dow, Joseph Shaw,
John Page, Simon Page, Joseph Row,
Edward Loek, Elihu Shaw, John James,
H,'zekiah Blake, Elisha Blake, Mar"OIl Pre.'cott,
Jeremiah Dcarborn, Elisha Biake, Jun., Nathan Shaw,
Ephraitn Eastman, Ebenezer Lonvren, Benjamin Dow,
N,uhanid Ward, Abraham Gow, Josiah Browu,
David James, Stephen Page, Stephen Brown.
John Page, Jun.,

The underwritten names are those who refused to sign to
the Declaration given forth by the Congress, or Committec
of Safety:

Theophilns Page, Obadiah Gone,
Nathan Page, Obadiah Johnson,
George Conner, Jonathan Purrington,
Nathan Chase, Elihu Chase.
Nathaniel Chase, Elihu Chase, Jr.,

SO far are Quakers.
And what are to come your Honours may call what you

please: Joseph T¥adZeigh, Jun., Caleb Brown, Jeremiah'
Tilton, Jonathan Tilton, and Stephen Fogg.

NATHANIEL Gow,

}
JOSIAH BATCHELDER, Selectmen of Kensington.
ISAAC FELLOW'S,

John Chase,
Stephen Chase,
Jonatban Green,
John Green,
Stephen Green.

.

SIGNERS IN KINGSTON.
Henry Judkins, Cornelins Clough,
Benjamin Stavers, Jo,dllla Woodman,
Joseph Clafford, Amos Bimam,
Jonathan S'lnborn, Benjamin Tucker,
Samuel Fifield, John Newton,
Samuel Philbrick, Jame, Colby,
Peter Fifield, Ralph Blasdel,
George Pilcher, Samuel Thompson,
Davict Kel1y, Thomas Thompson,
Nathamel Garland, John Bartlet,
Thomas Procter, Ehenezer Hartlet,
Gideon George, Nathan BartJet, Jun.,
Jonn French, Thomas Sever,
Benjamin Sleeper, Thomas Sever, Jun.,
Joseph Woorlman, Philip Davis,
Ebenezer Stevens, Jr., Webster Davis,
Samuel Bu,well, Jacob Carter,
Ebenezer Griffing, Jaeob Carter, Jun.,
Samuel Sweat, Jeremiah Johnson,
Edward Sleeper, Henry Hunt,
Joshna Bartlett, Jun., Jona\ran P()lIerd,
ReubenLowell,

. SlephenSlnert,

John Rnntoon,
Jonalhan Procter,
Willet Peterson,
Nathan Sweat,
Benjamin Judkins,
Damel CuJcord,
Philbrick Huntoon,
Samuel Colcord,
Richard Hubbard,
Ebenezer Eastman,
SimoJ, Seecomb,
Joseph Calfe,
Thomas Elkin~,
William Sanborn,
Abraham Sanblrn,
Isaac San born,
Benjamin H\lOtoon,
James Procter,
Jo&iah Barilett,
Elisha Ensat,
Ebenezer Steven~,
John Pearson,
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Abraham French, Benjamin Cooper, Joseph Welch,
Jacob Hook, Jacob \V ebs~er, John Severance,
Rkhard Sleeper, Daniel Smith, Jonathan Sanborn, Jr.,
Solomon Wheeler, David French, Moses Hunt,
Thomas Elkins, Jun., Benjamin Sanborn, Ebenezer Watson,
Aaron Yonng, Jun., William Tande, Juhn Stevens,
Trislram Dudley, Timothy Sanborn, Jonathan Sleeper,
Michael Carew, Joseph Jlldkins, Mo,es Calef,
William Patten, Samuel Boning-, 'Will,am Cullins,
Joseph NIchol" Samuel Woodman, P,'aslee Hoyt,
Henry French, Jonathal' Collin" \Villlam Challey,
Benjamtn Sweat, Stephen Badger, B~noni Datun,
John Darling Sweat, Time.thv Quimby, Aaron Young,
Stephen Cliffvrd, 'Wi1liam Sleeper, TIl<1ma' Caner,
John Calef, Jacob SmIth, Benjamin \Vebster,
David Samborn, Jeremiah Bean, Hicharrl Hubbard,
John Lad, Benjamin Laurien, James Naye,
Samuel French, Stephf'n Tongue, jacob Pesby,
John Judkins, Jushua Barrlet, Joseph Fellows,
John Calef, Jun., Benjamil) Lad, Caleb ~ever,
John Judkins, Jun., Stephen Sweat, John S;eeper,
Ebenezer Lung, Jo!,n Clifford, Jun., John B. Sleeppr,
Amos Gale, Benjamin Clough, John Winslow,
Ebenezer Fifield, Sanders Carn, Jacoh Thorn,
Jethro Sanborn, James Thorn, Samu~l Davis,
Caleb Judkins, John Thorn, Timothy Barllet,
\Villiam Calfe, Bennet Greenfield, Jacob Winsle,
John Singlewn, John Noyes, Samuel Winslow.
Biley Hardie, . Daniel Bu,el,

.

Agreeable to the directions of the honourable Committee
of Safety of this Colony, we have requested each inhabi-
tant of this Town to sign to the within Declaration, and
herewith return the names of those that have signed as
within; also those that have not, and refuse to sign, who are
as follows, viz:

James Caruth, a Scotchman, declines obliging himself to
take up arms arrainst his native country; but declares he
will never take ~p arms against America, and is willing to
bear his proportion of the publick taxes with his towns-
men.

JJloses Welch refuses to take up arms, and pleads con-
science for an excuse.

Hezekiah Beedy, John Sanborn, John Clefford Fifield,
Ensign Isaac Webster, John Webster, Robert Davise, Sa-
muel .scverencc, Thomas .Merrill, John Tucker, Ephraim
1J1inslow, John Eastman, John Gilman: These persons ap-
pear to be fearful that the signing this Declaration will, in
some measure, be an infi'ingement on their just rights and
libertie:;; but they appear to be friendly to their country,
and several of them have ventured their lives in the Ameri-
can canse, and the three last named persons are now in the
Army.

EBENEZER EASTMAN,

!
RICHARD HUBBARD, Selectmen of Kingston.
SIMMONS SEECOMB,

September 23, 1776.

.

John Wheatley,
John Slapp,
John Baldwin,
Samuel Bailey,
Jonathan Dana,
Eleazer Robinson,
WilliaQl Dana,
Hezekiah Watts,
James Jones,
John Gray,
Je,se Cook,
Samnel E,tahrook,
Benjamin Write,
Hobert Eswbrook,
Nathaniel Hall,
Jonalhan Bingham,
Silas Bingham,
Jedediah Hebbard,
Joseph Wood,
William Rndman,
John Colburn,
Nathaniel Whea\Jey,
Walter Peck,
Zac€heus Downer,
Asa Colbu m,
Const. Storry,
Stephen Colburn,
John Williams,

SIGNERS IN LEBANON.

Josiah Potter, Theophilus Baybrick,
Samuel Payne, Eleazer Woodward,
Elijah Dewey, Jun., Nathaniel Kidder,
Huckens Sierrs, David Colburn,
Jo~eph Filden, Jun., Moses Hebard,
Elkanah Sprague, Jeremiah Griswold,
Daniel Hongh, Benjamin Fuller,
Samuel Bailey, Jun., James Fuller,
Daniel Bli", Lemuel Hough,
Joserh Filden, Elisha Ticknor,
Charles Filden, Isaiah BlISS,
Oliver Griswold, Nathaniel SlOrrs,
James Hart'horn, Samuel Millinglon,
Azariah Bliss, Henry \Voodward,
Azariah Bliss, Jun., John Griswold,
Slephen Bliss, Nathan Durkee,
John Ordway, . Samuel Sprague,
Nehemiah Estebrook, Charles Seaton,
Rufus Baldwin, John Clapp, Jun.,
Nathaniel Porler, William Duwne, Jr.,
Nathaniel Porter, Jr., Zalmot1 AppenwaJl,
Elijah D,'wey: Joseph Martin,
Phineas Wnght, Abel Wright,
\Vtlliam Downs, Ehenezer Bliss,
Barnahas Pelkins, 'rhomas Welles,
James Hebard, Jonathan Bettes,
Levi Hyde, Ju.eph Dame.
Elias Lyman,

These may certify that the within Resolve, &c., has
been presented to all the inhabitants of said Lebanon, in
manner and form as requested, who have freely and cheer-
fully affixed their several names thereto, there not being
one dissentient therefrom in sllid Lebanon.

NEHEMIAH ESTABROOK,"(

JOHN 'V HEATLEY,

5

Selectmen.
JOlIN SLAPP,

Lebanon, July 14, 1716.

SIGNERS 'IN LEAVITSTOWN, [NOW EFFI~GI{AM.]

Reuben MarstoR, Simon Leavitt, Josiah George,
John Mar>!on, Weare Urake, Robert Brown,
Levi Lumper, Thomas Parsons, JOStph Palmer,
Carr Leavitt, Levi SloWS, Eleazer Davise,
Benjamin Dearborn, John Leavitt, William Palmer.
Richard Fryborn, James Tilcombe,

The above have all signed to abide by the within pre-
cept; and [here are no more inhabitants in Leavitstown.

SIGNERS IN LEE.
El1jah Densman, Philbrook Barker, Benjamin Durgin,
Samuel Jackson, Mos€s Ranales, John Sanborn,
Bennan Jackson, Samuel Hill, Jonalhan Rllnals,
John Emer'on, Paul Giles, Zaccheus Clough,
Samuel Emerson, Cornelius Denimore, Job Runels Turner,
Jo>hua Burnam, Job Runals, Ennch Runel,
Joshua Burnam, E. Jones, Jun., William Gllen,
Stephen Will, Jonathan Dow, Ephraim Shurburn,

. Joseph Sias, Isaac Small, Dimond Furnald,
William French, Peler Folsom, Richard Hull,
Joshua W')or!march, Josiah Dergien, Samuel Langmaid,
Elesol) Watson, Miles Randel, Ebenezer Jones,
Lemuel Chesley, Samuel Watson, William Bly,
John Jtmes, Timothy Moses, Samuel Langley,
Benjamin Clark, Dennel Waymouth, Samuel Smith,
George Jone~, John Kinnison, Nicholas Meader,
Benjamin Jlwes, Josiah Kinnison, Matthias Jones,
Smith Emerson, William Gleden, Benjamin Jones,
Isaac Clark, John Putmans, Joseph J, .nes,
Simon Rendel, Anthony Fling, Solomon Thompson,
James Brackett, John Davis, Ezekiel Wille,
Stephen StP-vens, Clement D3vi., Edward Leathers,
Gideon Mathes, Andrew Watson, John Leathers,
Daniel Chele, hmes Pottle, Joseph Doe,
George Chele, Thomas.1 u"els, John Williams,
Thomas Arlen, Samuel Burney, John Layn,
Zebulon Wiley, Jame; Davis, Benjamin Briel)',
Anthony Muney, J,'remiah Hutchings, Thomas Huckins, Jr.,
MlCajah Biekfurd, John Davis, Elijah Fox,
Daniel Shaw, Nathaniel Fro>!, John Wiggin,
Amos Pumeld, Henry Tufts, James Clemens,
Edward Sca les, Jonathan Stevens, John Sias,
Robert Parker, Henry Tufts, Jun., Benjamin Bodge,
John Mendum, Thomas York, Marsy Wedel',
Htinking Dame, Nicholas TutLle, M. V. Samuel Bodg~,
John Foll~tt, Rohert York, John Gloner,
RI.enezer Randel1, Eliphelet York, Edward Hill,
Eli Furbur, David Davis, Thomas Wille,
Ebenezer Burnham, Nalhaniel B'evens, Ezekiel Moor,
Jus€ph Bracketl, . WJlIiam Stevens, Thomas Noble,
Joseph Foll~t, Samuel Durgin, Samuel \Voodman.
Samuel Sleavens, Joseph Wat'on, Ed"'ara Woodman,
Samnel Beckford, Reuben HilJ, Thoma> Hick,
Jonathan Fisk, Sam eel Hllichine, Josiah Bllrleigh,
William Weymouth, Josiah Banlett, Samuel Wil1e,
George Tuttle, Moses Dame, Joseph Pitman,
George DUth, Jonalhan Tbompson, S'lmuel Snell, Jun.,
James Watson, Samuel Mathes, Thomas Lallgly.

These men hereafter named, in the Parish of Lee, refuse
to sign the Association sent to us from the General Court
by order of the Continental Congress:

Robert Thompson, Joseph Meder, William Colwel1,
Joseph Canlin, James Blinker, Joseph Emerson,
Willia,n Jenkins, Samllel Lamas, Rkhard Glover,
WiJliam Jenkins, Jr., David Muncy, Aaron Hanson.
Charles Rundlet, John Snel1,

ICHABOD WID DEN, }c' l t .1LL >.Jeec nu;n OJ ee.W ILLIAlII ASKEY,

SIGNERS IN LONDONDERRY.
William Gregg, Adam Dunlap, James Hopkins,
John Pinkerton, William Day,dson, Roberl Archibald,
Moses Lancesier, Robert Moore, John Hunter,
Benjamin Cheney, Roben Smith, Jame" Miltimore,
David Clendenin, David Anrler,on, Jonathan Wallace,
James Paul, Samuel Gr~,!(g, David Pin kerlon,
John Cochran, Davjd Taylor, James Adams, Jun.,
Robert Wilson, John Hopkins, Thomas Roger~,
Timothv Faren, Samuel Marsh, James Anderson,
John Moor, Robert Morri-on, Wdliam Anrierson,
John Aiken, Jonalball Gillmor, Joseph Mack,
Thoma'; Taggart, Jonathan Kelso, Josiah Dnncan,
John N€smiih, George Mansfield, Rubert Crnige,'
JamrsCochran, Jun., John Ames, Jnbn McAlester,
Jame' McGregere, Jas. fIumphrey, Jun., Thomas Holmes,
Juhn Bailey, Ronert McFarland, David McCleary,
John Gilm~n, John Taylor, Ephraim Dimond,
Ruben M"N~il1, William Taylor, John Anderson,
Artonr Archibald, J"lm Marsh, John Patterson,
\V!lIiam Betty, Wrn. Cllnningham, Alexander Boyd,
Matthew Thornton, Thomas Anderson, Thomas Walla.ce, Jr.,
Joseph Grei!g,' Thomas Creage, hrnes Barnelt,
George Dnncan, Jr., Matth,'w Clark, John McClmg,
John Gregg, Isaac Brew~ter, Sam'l Morrison, Jun.,
Benjamin Gregg, John Barnett, Rohert DIckey,
William Alexander, John Hilner, J(Hcph Chapman,
Isaac Peabody, John BarneL, Jun., Elias Srnith,

::..- McGregore, James Anderson, John Marshall,
Daniel Rundlels, .Tohn GnrIion t Humphry Holt,

.Geor<>e Rl1s>el, Adam T"ylor, AllIlrew Mack,
Stepl~en Holland, Samuel Taylor. Arr,hihald MrCalester,
William Vance, John Be!l, Andrew Tode,
Nathan Stinson, William Duncan, Robert Thompson,



893 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., APRIL, 1776. 894

David Craig-e, Abraham Duncan, John Thompson,
Juhn Prenlice, John Coe, Isaac W all(er,
James Cochran, Rubert Morrison, Samuel Thomp'on,
James Alexander, John Creaig, Andrew Tode,
Matthew Miller, James Tag6art, Rubert McCulom,
Thomas Barnelt, James Anderson, David Brf¥>.ster,
John Vance, James Adams, James Adams,
Alexander McCallen, James Nesmith, James McMurphy,
Adam Wiar, Robert Adams, James Alexander I
Robert Wallace, James Ne,mith, Jun., John McInto,h,
Thomas M. Clerry, James Mtltmore, Robt. McMurphy, Jf.,
Robert Macordey, Samuel Clark, Samuel Moreson,
John Robinson, James Ewins, Mat:hew Pinkerlon,
John Pallon, James Donaldson, Samuel Allcs,
Samuel Dickey, William Rog-crs, Alexander Craig,
James Wallace, David McKeen, Hugh Wutt,
John Hulmes, John Wallace,. Arch. Md\Illrphy,
Alexander Crai~e, DdVid Paul, Jed",iah Pattee,
Robert Gilmore, Samuel Ghrimes, Samuel ''Vrllson,
AndrewClendiuen, Samuel \Vilson, James \Villson,
Thomas Wilson, James Dinsmore, Adam Dickey,
Samuel Morrison, Samuel Gregg, John Dtckey,
John Steel, John McKeen, George Corning,
James Nickols, George Dnncan, James Boyers,
John Emerson, Samuel Fisher, Samuel \Vhite,
Thomas Patterson, John Duncan, George McAllaster,
Robert Holmes, James Anderson, Mating nickey,
Robert McCiure, Josiah Jones, Thomas Stuart,
John Keen, Joseph Curtice, Alexander RubJson,
Samuel Wallace, Thomas Senter, Robert McKeen,
John Giles, William Richardson, Ge(.rge Orn,
Robert Boyes, William Alexander, Stmeon Merrill,
James Thompson, JamesD.lfrah, Moses Rowel,
Thomas McCleary, Ezekiel Ga.le, Barns Morrill,
Jacob Chase, Nathaniel Hale.<, James Cheney,
William Page, Daniel Marshall, Dclvid Davison,
Nath.8mlth, Benjamin Kidder, Aleunder Kassay,
Joseph Bdl, Joseph Hobbs, D~vid Colbcy,
James Cochran, Elijah Towns, Daniel Chen,y,
John McAdams, Stephen DwineJl, Charles Sargent,
John McClenche, William Moor, John Kinkead,
Samuel Bou&, Gales Town, Abraham Page,
Joseph Boys, John March, Stephen John&on,
Moses Watt, Samuel Senter, William Gmy,
Joseph Hogg, James Gregg, Samuel Dod~e,
John Watts, William Boyd, WIl:iam Parl<inson,
Thomas Hiloneds, Abel Plnmmer, Alexander ('ampbell,
James Lyons, Jo<hua Conet, J)ennl~ Heale.v,
James Hogg, William Dickey, Robert Waller,
Francis :\1itchell, Samuel Karr, Moses Plumer,
William Johnston, William B~ayers, James Miller,
Hugh Kalley, Samuel \V, Adams, Jolin Stinson,
PelerKalley, William Dickey, John Katr,
R..bert C1endinin, Thomas Boyd, Robert Hlmrer,
William Wier, Peter Robin,on, James McGregore,
Nichola~ Dodge, William Steele, James Litch,
John Dwinell, Wtlliam McAdams, John Archibald,
Henry Campbell, Robert McAdams, George Moor,
D~vid Porter, John Rohlmon, \Villiam Morrison,
Thomas Wallace, David Peabody, 'Villiam Gilmore,
Jame~ Wallace, Joseph Steel, William SlIli,h,
George McMurphy, George Burrough, John Livin!!stPn,
''Villiam Wallace, Isaac Page, Daniell\'lcDuffee,
Joseph Cuehran, Philip MHshall, Thomas Crist\' ,
Samuel Renkin, Davi(t La wrenc~, Robert McMurphy,
''Villi~m Rankin, Richanj Marshall, Jacob Bartlelt,
James Ramsey, Samson Kidder, Georg-e Davidson,
John Hunler, J~mes Barrel, David Colly,
Danielllunter, John Smith, Alexander (;Iark,
Thomas Wilson, J..,iah Burroughs, William Parker,
Jesse Plumer, William Burroughs, Daniel McNeill,
Nath'dliel Brown, Moses Barret, James Vance,
Jonathan Adam5, David Campbell, Robert Boyd,
John Clark, William Howe, Robert B,)yd, Jun.,
William Eayrs, William Grinils, Jacob Towle,
John Ramsey, Reuben Anderson, John Wadile,
William Ramsey, Samuel Cochran, John Alexander,
William Cochran, Samuel Mmer, Richard Emerson,
John Ramsey, John Duncan, 'Villiam Millimer,
James Cromhie, John J~eql1cs, Robert Hopkins,
J'beph Crombie, John Pinkerton, John Nesmith,
Thomas Lemon, Tmeworlhy Sargent, George Greg,,-,
f:iimeon Robertson, Jesse Anis, Isaac Cochran,
Eleazer Cummings, Thomas Pcrrin, James 'Vilson,
Ebenezer Tarbox, Tbomas Melder, Jame~ Eayers,
Samnel Eyers, Robert Cochran, John McDnffee,
Reuben Pal, Joseph M"rrison, Jr., John Moore,
Muses Dr~w, Arlhur Page. Samuel White,
John R('ed, Charles Sargent, Hugh Dunske,
Joseph Finlay, David Conol'ey, John Humphrey,

. John Clark, Parker Moor, Samuel Allison.
Samuel Topson, John Strwart,

To the Honourable the Iiollse of Representatives for the
Colony of NEW-HA)IPSHIRE:

AO"reeable to the request of the honourable Committee of
Safety, for this Colony, we have taken pains to go through
with the Association Paper, and we find none who refuses
to si<Tnthe same, except the persons hereafter mentioned,
viz :

0

Timothy Dawson, Alec""canderNicoles, Joseph Morri-
son, Abraham ftilorrison, William Humphry, David IVrorri-
son, Samuel Ella, Dr. George .Wood, John IIolms, (Lieute-
nant to a Minute Company,) John Reed, John Moor, Robert
:Moor, James Cochran, Samuel Clark, and John Stewart.

By order of the Selectmen:
THmfAs T .A.GGART,Clerk.

Londonderry, June 24, li76.

SIGNERS IN LOUDON.
John Gline.s, Jonathan Clough, Joseph Tilton,
Charles Sia" Joseph Magoon, Nathaniel Tebbets
Timolhy "filton, Isaac Morrill, Ephraim Blunt,

I

Samuel French, Dudle.y Swa>ey, MO.'es Pilsbury,
Samuel Cater, Thomas Magoon, Jalnes Shnrburn,
William Tilton, Saml1clCiJamberlain, William Boynton,
JosJah Rins, Jethro Batchelder, Jacob 8h111burn,
Stephen Kndls, Paul Morril, Alexander Gordun,
Thomas Sweet, Ephraim 131uut, William Davis,
Benjamin Willie, Samuel Morri:J, Simeon Taylor,
Thomas \V anI, Maston Morrtll, Ezekiel Mon i!l,
Eliphelel Rawlye, Jelhro Batchdder, Jr., G,'orge Shnrhurn,
Jashom Mathes, Daniel Ladd, Lebe Batchelc1or,
Abel French, Thoma, Drake, Abihail Chamberlain,
Moses McFee, Jas.Gilman Lyford, Josiah HHvey,
Ebenezer French, Moses Rollings, Samuel Chamberlain,
Nathaniel Batchellor, .William Gilman, Jr., Jobn Hoist,
Caleb Ptlsbury, JosEph Smith, Daniel Batchelder,
John Bradbury, Roger Slevens, Moses Ordway,
Timothy French, Abraham Batchelder, Joseph Muullon,
Jonathan Smith, J"hn Drew, Oliver Blaisdel,
Juhn Sargent, Natlian Batchelder, Jacob Towle,
Benjamin Sias, John Sanborn, William .Tardy,

Agreeable to the within instrument, whereas we have
earried this instrument to the inhabitants of Loudon, they
have an signed, saving one or two that lived very much out
of the way.

NATHAN BACHELDER, )
JOHN DREW, l

s
Selectmen.

SAMUEL CIu~mERLAIN,
Loudon, June 3, 17i6.

SIGNERS IN l\IEREDITH.

Ehenezer Smith, Jamps McCrilli.s, Thomas Docknm,
John Falsham, Reuben Mars!ou, Jr., Benjamin Mea,],
Ni~hola' C. [,'alsham, George Beall, John Dtlckham,
Jtlhn Kimbdl, Job Jndkin&, Onesiphorus FlandErs,
John Whitcher, Samuel Sibley, Elias Swain,
Philip Connor, Jonathan Edgerly, R',uben Marston,
Abraham S"fIo.ain, Jonathan Clark, Thomas Sinder,
Jvseph Ruherds, Samncl Shepard, Is~ac Farrar,
Abraham Fohom, S~mnel Oprey, JamesQuemly,
Joshua Cr(lckel., Robert Bryant, Ch'Hles Robinson,
Jonathan Smilh, Gideon Rubinson, Thomas Foster,
William Mead, John Mead, J"nathan Crosbe,
Jonath,an Danford, Samuel Carr, John Sweazy, Jun., .
David Watson, Ebenezer Pitman, Benjamin Sweazy I
Pearson Smith, Benjamin Sinder, Thomas Frohock,
Nathaniel Robinson, Gordon Lawre!ic~, Daniel Merrill.

MARLBOROUGH. ]
'Villiam Adams,
Jedpdiah Laj'nt.ons,
WiliiamTenny,
Richard Hobbard,
tbenezH Roads,
James Brewer,
Soltlmon Woodward,
James Flood,
David Dressir,
Abraham Brooks,
Jonathan Goodenow,
Di~liiel Cmting,
David Th, Ul'SlOn
Jacob Newell,
Robert Converse,
Theodore Mann.

SIGNERS IN l\IONADNOCK, [NOW

Benjamin Tucker, Benj. Goodenow,
Jonathan Frost, Benedid \Vehber,
Thoma< Briggs, Samuel Bishop,
Abtjah Tucker, Jtlhn McBrid,
Kiphelet. Stone, Daniel Collins,
Benoni Robbins, Jo,e;:h CUII:ng,
PhilJe~s Pal'lf, James Lewes,
Silas Fifer, Joseph Collins,
David Wheeler, James Field,
John F~lIon, [saac Mc Allester,
Richard Fozer, Timothy Bemies,
D,miel Emerson, Ebenezer Hixon,
Daniel Govdenow, Jtliin Ftlzer,
Thaddens Hasting." St~phcn \"1oodward,
Reuben Ward, Moses Tucker,
Elna!han Newton, Oliver 'Vri~ht,
Abel 'V oodard, Jonah Harring10n,

In obedience to the within writing, we have offered the
same to an our inhabitants, and they have all signed, ex-
cepting those whose names are here under-written: William
Barker, .Richard Atwell, Jonathan Shaw, Ichabod Shaw,
Daniel Larrance.

BENJAMIN TUCKER,) C1 7 t .+ ]\,,-
d kT l ~elec men oJ IfLona noc

HOMAS BRIGGS,

5
"-T P'E S .nO. .L'we.

LISHA TONE,

Monadnoek No, Five, July 9,1776.

SIGNERS IN NEW-BOSTON.

Robprt Hogg, Samuel Boyd, Daniel MeAllcster,
Hngh Kampy, John Cochran, Jun., Jtlhn McAllester,
Elij th Cochran, Livermore Langdell, William Kelso,
Abner Gregg-, Lt William Boyes, Alexander Kelso,
Josiah Hile:ing, Lt. Wm. Livin~ston, John Burns,
Noah Dodg-e, En. Alex. Greg:{, J r., Allen Moor,
Andrew Walker, Henry W..,odbury, Daniel Kelw,
Nathaniel Cochran, Benjamin Dodge, George Cristy,
Rtlbert Livingston, James Caldwell, William Moor,
Thomas 'Vtlson, Josmh Warren, .Peter Cochr~n,
Jehn Smnh, Eliphelet Dustin, John McMillan,
Thomas McColom, Rtlbert Patterson, David Handerson,
James Cochran, Jacob Hooper, Rubert P;tlierson,
James 'Vil,on, David Scoley, John Blear,
Alexander \'Vilson, William Camphell, Matthew Doravan
William Beard, . BarnabasMcGinis,SamuelSmith, '
John Drown, Josi~h Morgan, John Steward,
Tobias Blltter, Robert MeGaw, WiJliam Cla.rk,
Robert Walker, Thomas Karr, John Cristy,
James Gregg, Jun., Ninian Cochran, Ninian Clark,
Alexander Patterson, John Carter, Jeh!} G()rd.on,
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John McMillan, Jr., L~slyGregg, James McFearson,
Robert Patterson, 3d, Aaron Tally, Paul McFearson,
Taylor Lillie, Nehemiah Dudge, Jas. McFearson, Jr.,
Archibald Walker, Solomon Moor, Robert W11~on,
William MeNiell, John McIntosh, Jame, Doa" , Jon.,
Robert Burns, Reoben Smith, JamesWiU"m,
Daniel McMillan, Andrew Walker, Jr., Jobn Willson,
Archibahl McMillan, John Donavan, John Livingston,
Robert Campbell, Andrew Jack, Jacob Ober,
Josiah McNiell, William McNiell, Tboma.s Coehran,
WilJiam Blair, Jonatllan Gore, John Cochran,
James Gregg, John McLauglllin, James Honter,
Benjamin Woodbury, Jno.McVwghlin,Jr., J,)hn Hunte!:,
Joseph Hezelton, Raben White, Damel McNlell,
John Davi~, Rohert Boid, Hugh Gregg.

GENTLEHEN: Agreeable to your Honours' orders we have
published this paper, and the names subscribed are as
above.

A true return :
NINIAN CLARK, }C' l te ec men.
DANIEL l\lcALLESTER,

New-Boston, August 26,1776.

SIGNERS IN NEWCASTLE.

Joseph Frost, St~phen Chase, Jun., Thomas S. Gondy,
George Frost, Jun., Ella~ Tarlron, Samne! Langmade,
\Villiam Neal, Me,hech Bell, Jun., l.;rael Pndham,
Richard Yeaton, Epbraim Amazeen, John Colleyen,
Samue! Clark, James Neal, Benjamin Bell, Jun.,
J"hn Simpson, Sampson Bell, Noah Shurburn,
Henry Prescott, John Card, John Odiorne,
Robert White, David Mitchel, Jun., Samuel Odiorne,
Thy"hon BHton, A1cednego Bell, Christopher Amazeen,
Matthew Bell, Jo~llI;mWilite, Stephen Lawry,
Abraham Trcfdhen, Wmiam Vennard, Henry Langmade,
Paul Randall, Nathanicl Ballson, William Trundy,
Thomas Lake, John TarllOn, E(lward White,
John Lear, Me.,hech Bell, 3d, Abra. Trefethen, Jr.,
John Treflen, 3d, Thomas Bell, Robert Martin,
Thoma~ Trundy, Henry Card, Henry Foss,
William Gody, Juhn Amazeen, \ViIllam Tredick,
Benjamin Yeaton, Edward Card, John Scavey,
Isaac Smith, John l'refethen, Jun., \Villiam Jone~.

The names of those who have refused to sign the within
paper: Stephen Batson, Richard Yeaton, Jun., a soldier,
John Kanear, and William Clark.

SIGNERS IN NEWINGTON.
Richa,d Downing, Ezekiel Gi]' Adams, Isaac Notter,
Samuel Shackford, Phineas C"leman, Jr., D. Bickford,
John Nutter, Jot)athan Trickey, Thomas Pinder,
Rich"! Downing, Jr., Joseph Dame, Nathan Hllntriss,
Hart. Downing, Eli phelet Dame, Christopher Huntriss,
Josiah Downing, John Trickey, Issachar Wiggin,
Henry Hart, Josepl! Hight, J\1ar.k Willey,
Thom!ls Trickey, Jo~eph CoJb<Jth, Benpmm Hodgsdon,
John Hart, Samuel Fabbyan, John F"byan,
Nicllolas Pickering, Joshua Nutter, Benjamin Pickering,
Ephraim Pickering, Hartnil Nutler, Benjnmin Miller,
John Bensnn, John Hodgedon, 1chabod Bickforrl,
Nathaniel Hart, George Laighton, Joel Laightoo,
John Stoodly, Joseph Culman, Christopher Nutter,
Jonathan Hoyt, Anthony Vincent, Nelson D. Notter,
John Gee Pickering, Levi Forbur, Joseph Hontriss,
Thomas Pickering, Nehemiah F'urbur, Samuel Rawlings,
HartwiJl Nutter, 3d, John Hodgdon, \Vllliam Huntress,
James Stoodly, Ilisach!H Dame, James Pickering,
Jm;eph Nuner, Sam'l Shackford, Jr., Richard Pir'kering,
James Colman, William Forbur, Winthrop Pickering,
Hutson Peavy, Phineas Coleman, James Nutter,
Joseph Ada~s, John Dame,. Paol Rawlin~~,
John Pickermg, Edward Brasbndge, Joseph Rawlmgs,
Timothy Dame, John Colman, Joho Douning,
Jethro Furbur, John Hoyt, Samuel Fabyan, Jun.

GENTLEMEN: Agreeable to the within, notified all per-
sons as ordered, and desired them to sign; and Captain Jo-
seph Patterson, Benjamin Adams, Esq., and .Noah Raw-
lings, declined signing.

Attest: SAMUEL SHACKFORD,

}
JETHRO FURBUR, Selectmen.
TmoTHY DAME,

SAMUEL FABYAN,

}

RICHARD DOWNING,

SAMUEL SHACKFORD,

JOHN NUTTER,

EPHRAUI PICKERING,

N. B. This paper stood up at the Meeting-House door
three Sabbaths.

Attest:

Committee of
Correspondence.

SIGNERS IN NEWl\IARKET.

David Folsom, Bradstreet Doe,
Edward Smith, Joshoa Clark,
Edward Hilton, Jon.,. Wentworth Cheswill,
John Young, ZelJUlon Doe, 3d,
Job Wille,', Jo-eph Folsom,
Simon Folsom, Enoch Stevens,
Morgan Connor, Jonathan Colcord,
Walter BrYdnt, Joseph Colcord,

John P.erkins,
Thomas Tash,
Samuel Baker,
Samu.el Gilman,
Benja.min Mead,
John Mason,
William Scriggins,
John Tash,

Jonathan Robinson, Josiah Adams, Walker Neal,
Joseph Sandborn, John Meeder, Gidcon Cu1cord,
Joseph Smith, Jer~IllY Bryant, Josiah Colcord,
Walter Bryant, J un, Nathaniel Ewer, Jacob Thompson,
Jacob Brown, Jeremiah Foss, Joseph Wiggin,
John Watson, William RiDlon, Joseph Doe,
Josiah Burnbam, Levi Folsom, Edmund Chase,
Joshua Brackett, John Mead. Hubartll3 Neal,
Nichulas Hartford, Nathani~IGilman, Hubartns Neal, Jun.,
Samuel Burleigh, Levi Pickering, Nat. Ames,
John Folsom, Jacob Burley, Winthrop Smith,
Thomas Bennett, John Benner,Jun., AndrewFolsom,
lchabocl Brackett, John Bennet, William Folsom,
Thomas Churchill, Cuttun B~nnet, Samuel Chapman,
Z~bllloll Dde, Jon., Josiah Beuner, Jererniall Folsom,
Joseph Yunng, Jun., Arthur Bennct, Joseph Joy,
Andrew Bowman, Juhn Fulsom, Thomas Kineson,
Asa Wiggin, James Goodwin, Aaron RinHone,
J obn Cooke, Robert Good win, James Cram,
Jonathan D,Je, Zebulon Dudee, Winthrop Hilton,
Jonathan S. Dudley, JOl!athan Wiggen, Ichabod Hilton,
David Cbapman, Da vid Wiggen, Benjamin Piller,
Robert J acksol1, Benjamm Stevens, \V jJliam Cario,

. Samuel Ward, Peter Drowne, Benjamin Folsom,
Benjamin Stevens, Reub~n Doe, Daniel Hilton,
Lewis Kinnison, John Weeks, Jacob Fowler,
David Smart, Andrew Gilman, S.tmuel Dyer,
Charles Smart, John Bean, John Ames,
Benning Bracket, Jonathan Sanborn, Bradst. Gilman,
Philip Towler, John Wedgewuod, Edward Colcord,
Charles Smart, Josiah Burley, Nat. Ames.Jon.,
Francis Dorgan, Njcholas Doe, Eliphelet Geas,
Francis Durgan,Jun , John Doe, Simonds Fowler,
Enoch Remick, Joseph Meloon, Nathaniel Peas,
Charles \Vi"gm, Samuel Meloon, Joseph Bean,
Moses Egerlcy, Jacub Durgan, Samuel Pease,
James Hiils, Asa Folsom, Joseph Pease,
John Burleigh, William Burley, Nicholas Doe, Jon.,
Joseph Chapman, Jo~eph Gilman, John Moody,
Abraham Parsons, Josiah Hilton, Thomas Burly,
James Marston, William Foulsom, Benjamin Foster,
Robert Barber. Joseph Smith, William Burley,Jun.,
Thomas Hanford, Robert Pike, Edward Folsom,
Peter Folsom, Jamrs Gilman, John Butlett
Zebulon Barber, Nicholas Harvey, John Perkins',
Jl'siah Hall Bartlett, Samuel Neal, Jonathan Folsom.

Pursuant to the within orders, we do hereby return the
[ol]owing persons' names that refuse to sign the within De..

claration:
Stephen Hardy, Samuel Gilman,
Stephen Thurston, Nathaniel Rogers,
Nathan Parsons, John Neal,
Jacob Pan;ons, Michael Shute,
William Badger, \Villiam Shute,
'Walter Shute, Dr. John Marsler,
J,JShua Wiggin, Anthony Piclrering,
'William Perkins, Henry Wiggin,
John Mighels, WjJliam Odiorne,
Isaac Mar>ton, Roger Racklyft,
John MarslOn, Richard Pe, kins,
Sam!. Mighels, Jon., George Han,
Josiah Mighelo,

Newmarket, Joly 12, 1776.

Isaac J enne>s,
John Crown,
J()~eph Hobbs,
Benjamin Hobbs,
Abn er Fogg,
Seth Fogg,
Samuel \Vedgwood,
Benjamin Philbrick,
Freeman Page,
Thomas Colton,
Tristram Redman,
Jonath~n Knowles,
Jacob Brown,
Morri~ Lamprey,
Benjamin Brown,
John Lamprey,
Thoma' Cotton,
Reuben Dearborn,
Levi Dearborn,
Ahraham Drake,
John Wingate,
John Dearborn,
David Marston,
Christopher Smith,
Cal,'b M arslon,
Simon LAmpere,
Sam1J~1 Mace,
Ahner Fogg,
Josiah Bachelder,
Joshua Hains,
William G,.dfree,
Zach. Fowle, J nn.,
Thomas Hobbs,
Thomas lVIarston,
Samuel Dearborn,
Daniel Dow,
Willi~lTI Weeks,
Joseph Dearborn,
John Lovering,

Zebul()n Neal,
Jonathan Kinnison,
Samuel Smart,
J ""iah Smart,
Jacob Ames,
Stephen Lyford,
Elbha Thomas,
Benjamin Pease,
Peter Hearsey,
Thomas Piper,
John Shute,
Nathanie] Lord.

SAMUEL GILMAN,

(
J AMES CRAM, Selectmen.
SA~1UEL BAKER,

SIGNERS IN NORTHAMPTON.

Ebenezer Lovering,
John Potier,
Reuben G. Dearborn,
Joshna Brown, Jun.,
Joseph Palmer,
Samuel Davis,
John Weeks,
Benjamin Palmer,
Josiah Dalton,
Nathaniel Han~,
Ebenezer Tiltun,
John Chase,
Abm Drake,Jun.,
James \Vedgwood,
Joseph Knowles,
Ebenezer Samborn,
Edward Shaw,
Reuben Dearborn,
John Taylor,
Benjamin Lamprey,
Jon. Wedgwood,
Ebenezer Nea] ,
John Leavitt,
Henry Batchelder,
Zachariah Towle,
James Godlrev,
John Robie,

.

Timolhy Dateon,
Benj, Marstnn, Jun.,
Simon Brown,
Benjamin Leavitt,
Fran,'is Page,
Jeremiah Dearborn,
David Knowles,
Mos", Leavitt,
Samuel Rudy,
Stephen Page,
David Page, Jon.,
J osi2 h Dear boro ,

Samuel Fogg,
Jo,eph TayllJr,
Thomas Leavitt,
Nat. Batchelder,
Abraham Taylor
Joseph Moulron, '
Jos. Moulton, Jon
Benjamin Hobbs, '
James Batchelder,
Juhn Marston,
Samuel Batchelder
Morris Hobbs, 'Daniel Dearborn
Benjamin Mason:
James Nudd,
Simon D. Lamming,
Reobeu G. Dearborn
Thomas Samhorn '
Daniel Samborn, '
Stephen Shaw,
William Sam born ,
Samuel Chapman
Simeon Marston'
Zach. Bachelder'
Henry Bachelder'
Joseph Garland, '
Samuel Batchelder
Nathaniel Bobbs, '
Samuel Pagp,
Samuel Robie,
Phineas Dearborn
Samuel Smilh, 'Isaac Marston,
John Nudd,
Simon PaO'e,
Jonathan r:;age,
David Page,
Ebenezer Lovering.
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To the Honourable Committee of Safety:
According to the within order of yours, we have pro-

cured all the names of our Parish, according as your Ho-
nours desired us.

Attested by ns:
ABRAHAM DRAKE,

}
Selectmen oj

DAVID MARSTON, Northampton.
CHRISTOPHER SMITH,

Colony of New-Hamphire, 1
Northampton, June 7, 17i6. S

SIGNERS IN NORTHWOOD.

Joseph Demeret, Moses Godfree, Elijah Carswell,
EliphelPl Taylor, Abm. Batchelder, Richard Carswell,
JoshuaFurbur, Wilham Blake, Stephen Rawlins,
Daniel Hoit, Daves Batchelder, Jonatban Knol1on,
John Durgin, Thomas Freeland, Jonathan Clark,
Wtlliam Wollais, Richard Garland, Benjamin Wa.dleigh,
Increase Batchelder, Benjamin Johnson, Sharborn Dearborn,
Israel Hodgedon, Nathaniel Twombly, Zebulon Norris,
Nathaniel Chandler, Asahel Blake, Solomon Bickford,
Jonathan Sanborn, Henry Sanborn, Caleb Clough,
Elias Philbrick, Henry Dearborn, Morris Long WilY,
Captain of the Parish, Phineas BJake, Nat. Morril], Jun.,
John Wadleigh, Nicholas Blain', Nathaniel Monill,
Thomas Piper, William Wadleigh, John Bickford,
Francis James, Robert Hill, Samuel BartJet,
John Shurburn, David Knowles, Stephen Hoit,
Samuel Shurburn, Benjamin Hill, Benj. Jonson, Jun.,
Reuben Morgin , Valentine Kinson, Timothy Caswel,
Shurburn Blake, William Pre,scott, John Batchelder,
Jonathan Blake, Mose~Juhnson, Joseph Durgin,
Levi Dearborn, Samuel Johnson, Thoma~ Knowlton.

Daniel Sawyer refuses to sign this, making plea that he
is of a Quaker principle.

SIGNERS IN NOTTINGHAM.

J. Mills, Samuel Burnam, John Hongdon,
Benjamin Butler, James Glass, Simeon Ladd,
Joseph Morrill, Samuel Danie1s, Jonathan Foss,
Josiah Clark, Nathaniel Hall, Enoch Page,
Thomas Healey, Jonathan Willey, Joseph Garman,
Thomas Kensten, Samuel Searls, John Neally,
Joseph ,Crlley, Abraham Knight, Jonathan Gore,
Jonathall Davis, John Giles, Abednego Lether~,
Benjamin Shaw, Aaron Hayes, Benjamm Wins]ow,
Ephraim Durgin, Gideon Straw, Ichabod Row,
Thomas Bartl"!, Israel Randel, John Hutcherson,
Alexander Lucy, William Clark, John Gill,
n,'nry Butler, John Meritles, John ChesJe,
Vowd Leathers, Robert EITans, John Nelly, JUD.,
Abner Clough, A,a Guile, Joshua Stearns,
CnHen Cilley, Nathaniel Randel, William Nelley,
W'illiam Gill, Samwel Brasa, Thomas Ode I ,
John Harvey, Char1es McCoy, Robert Morrison,
John 'Veils, Francis Trickey, James Kclse,
Rice Rowell, Hezekiah Randel, John Shaw,
Zephaniah Butler, E,lward Fox, Nicholas Leathers,
John E'ord, Thos. Whitehouse, Jonathan Lang1ey,
Joseph Jackson, John Whitehouse, Abel Lethers,
Quick Preast, Paul Garrish, Thomas McConnell,
John Brown, John Shaw, Jun., Benjamin Jackson,
Valentine Hill, Thomas George, Solomon Davis,
Samuc} Gray, Andrew Simpson, Abner DaITis,
Mason Rendel, Benjamin Stokes, NlCholas Brown,
David bennis, Charles Fumil, Sawyer Cbesle,
Jacob Burnam, Ham Libbey, John Kereon,
John Bickii)fd, Joseph Rohinson, John Co]]et,
William Welch, Moses Davis, Jonathan Rollings.
Thomas Bickford, Daniel Young, John Hany,
Robert Davis, Joshua 1 rickey, Winthrop Colbath.
John 'Wille, Joseph Nithe,

Pursuant to the within Precept, we have presented this
Covenant to the inhabitants of the Town of ~Nottingham,
and the persons that refuse to sign it are on a separate paper.

NOWEL LEATHERS, } co l tT B uC cc men. I
HOMAS ARTLET,

State of New-Hampshire, Allgust 16, li76.

A list of the men in the Town of Nottingham, that refuse.
to sign the Covenant sent to the Selectmen by the Commit-
tee of Safety in April last, viz:

. AbrahamSeails, ThomasFoss, .J:lmesWatson,
Philip Bartlet, Francis Harvy, Nathan W atmn,
. Nathaniel GOfJdhu, Francis Harvy, Jnn., Josiah Watsnll,
NoahBarker, . EidallLangley, . BenjnminWalson,
Johll Shepard, Mus~s Davis, Benjamin Whiteker,
"John Banftll, Edmund Hodgdon, Daniel Rogers, E~q.,
.Joseph NeaJley, Samuel Gore, James Bean,
. JohnBartlet, . JohnWatson, JamesThurslin.
.Thomas Hines,

N OWEL LEATHERS, }S' Z tT B e ec men.
HOMAS ARTLET,

Nottingham, August 16, 1776.

Those with this mark '*'have
men to go to Crown-Point.

FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. v.

advanced money to hire

SIGNERS IN NOTTINGHAM-WEST.

Asahel Blodget, Moses Barret, John Polard,
Asa Davis, Joseph CaJdweJl, Nathaniel H~rdy,
David Cummings, Thoma~ Caldwell, Timothy Smith,
John Caldwell, Eliphelet Hadly, Amos Pollard,
Daniel Wyman, ThumasWason, RiehardCutter,
James Caldwell, Eliphelet Hadly, Jun., Nathaniel Lunl,
Alexander CaldwcH, Moses Hadly, Sanders Bradbury,
Thos. Caldwell, Jun., Partit Hadly, Samuel Marsh,
Samuel CaldwelJ, Stephen Hadly, Beujamin Marshall,
William Merril, Johll CampbeH, Eleazer Cummings,
James Ford, Thomas Searles, Ebenezer Cummings,
Abraham Page, David Glover, Dalliel Hardy,
Seth Wyman, Nicholas Eastman, Samuel Hills,
John Hazeltine, Jun., Page Smith, Philip Hills,
Henry Buey, John Strickhmd, Seth Hadly,
Jonathan Bradley, TimNhy Emerson, Simeon Barret,
John Hazeltine, Joseph Wilsotl, Isaac Barret,
Samuel Smith, Joseph Gnuld, Oliver Hills,
lehabod Esman, Samuel 'Varner, Richard Hardy,
Edward James, Stephen Cha<e, Joseph PolJal'd,
Tim. Emerson, Jun., Jonathan Blodget, Jeremiah Hms,
Robert Stuan, Samuel Burbank, '\Villiam Hills,
Samuel Wason, Sam I. Burbank, Jun., Richard Marshall,
Jonathan Searls, Amos Kinney, Thomas Marsh,
Thomas HilJs, Nathnuiel Merril, Elijah HiHs,
Ezekiel Hills, Samuel French, Nat. Merril,Jun.,
Peter Cross, George Burns, Jun., Stephen Chase, Jun.,
William Brown, Samuel Grule, John Pollard, Jun.,
Na!. Merrll, Jun., Samuel Grule, Jun., Samuel Burb.tnk,
Isaac Merril, Joseph Blodget, George Bums,
Samuel Dnrent, Joseph Winn, Ehenezer Dakin,
John Merril, Joseph Winn, Jun., Levi Dakin,
Abel Merril, Ebenezer Polard, Henry Hale, Jun.,
JuslllsDakiu, Jeremiah Ploget, Henry Hale,
Samuel Pollard, Timothy Polard, John Hale,
Joshua Chase, Abiathar Winn, Andrew Swasey,
Stephen Gouch, Jona. Hardy, Jun., James Watson, Jun.,
Stephen Lowel, Jun., Ezekiel Chase, David Tarble,
Jesse Whiteman, John Walker, Thom3.SHamblet.
Moses Johnson,

In obedience to the within request, we have desired all
persons presented therein to sign, and find none to refuse
except Captain Joseph Killy.

SAMUEL MARSH,

~

'" Z t ./' Nt tJ C
Qe ec men oJ 0 -

OHN ALDWELL, t . h aT. tW B tno" am-rres .
ILLIAM ROWN, b

Nottingham.West, June 3,17':'6.

SIGNERS IN PACKERSFIELD, [NOW NELSON.]

Aaron Beel, Eleazer Twitchel, John Farewell,
Absalom Fairwill, John Spinney, Thomas Upham,
William Beal, Benjamin Nurse, Nathaniel Breed, Jun.,
Joseph Mason, John French, Jonathan Felt,
Richard Falwell, John Newhall, Noah Day,
AmosSkinner, Philip Bailash, Bunker Clark,
Nathaniel Breed, John Adams, David Marshall,
Abijah Brown, J ames Phillips, Edmund Taylor,
Joel Wright, Jonathan Nichols, Samuel Everet,
WiJliam Follet, Hellry Bemies, Johnson Se,
Timothy Farley, Johr;rE.~tabrook, Reuben Wellman,
James Bancroft, BenJ.Nurse,Jun., John Stroud.
JosQphStanhope, Amos Childs,

In obedience to your Honours, we have faithfully dis-
charged the duty requested, desiring each man to sign this
Covenant witbin our jimits; all of whom have signed except
Major Breed Batchellor.

JOSEPH STANHOPE,

}
"' z t

.
,/' P kJ S ue ec men oJ a£-

aUN PINNEY, di Zders ,e .
ELEAZER TWITCHEL,

SIGNERS IN PEMBROKE.

William Cochran, James Robinson, Samuel Kelley,
Samuel Daniell, David Frye, WilJiam Friser,
David Abbot, William Martin, James Cochran, Jr.,
William Carlton, Edward Smith, JOllathan Bartlet,
Job Abbot, John Carlton, Nehemiah McDalliel,
NatlH'lniel Ambro~e, John KIIOX, Robert McDalliel,
Thos. Cunningham, Lemuel Stickney, James Martill,
Da vid Lovejoy, Asa FostH, Jun., Joseph Cochran,
Chandler Lovejoy, Joseph Swett, John McDaniel,
Samuel Abbot, Jun., Samuel Kimball, Peter Robin~on,
Beni. Whittemore, Caleb Foster, Ezekiel Gilman,
Benjamin Holt, Moses Foste(, Lieut. James Coffrin,
James Head, Juhn Ayer, John Moor,
Nath. Head, Stephen Bartlet, William KIIOX,
Richard Head, Samuel Jenness, Solomon Whitehouse,
Samuel Lakeman, Josl"ph Parker, P. Whitehou~e,
Nalhani~1 L>1keman, Jeremiah Morgan, Joseph Cochran,
Nath'l Lakeman, Jr., Nathaniel Gilman, Caleh Lovejoy, Jun.,
Josiah Hagget, Peter Gi]man, Jun., Caleb Lovejoy,
Jo~iah Phelps, Benjamin Piper, William Man,
Samuel Smith, Aaron Whittemore, Nathan Waite,
John Lad, Daniel Noyes, Samuel Man,
John Cochran, Jun., Asa Fosler, John Man,
William Fife, David Kimball, Samuel Noyes,
Francis Doyne, Richard Bartlet, James Cochran, 3d
John Fife, Joseph Emery, Jun., Richard Bryant,
Robert Simpson, Ambros~ Go01d, William Marstin, Jr..
Joseph Simpson, John Moor, Samuel Conner,
Jam~s Fife, Dean Merrill, Fry Heath,
;Sathaniel Head, Thomas Morse, John Knox,

57



899 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., APRIL, 1776. 900

Samuel Gault,
Phedris McCl:lIhe,
Andrew Gault,
Jm;eph Hemphtl1,
John Cull.imore,
J aeob Emery,
Samuel. Cater,
John Cnnner,
David Conner,
DalJiel McLucas,
Gideon Piper,
Tjmothy Knox.

John Head, Joshua Kimball,
LoneweJl Baker, Isaae While,
Joseph Baker, William Kimball,
Thom'ls Baker, Jonathan Eliot,
John White, Thomas Rubinson,
William Bard, James Knox,
Elias Whittemore, John Sanders,
Samuel Abbot, Mo~es McConnell,
Moses Tyler, Robert Stinson,
Nathan Boil, Robert Moor,
Miehael KimbaJl, Jacub Doyne,
Jere. Wardwell, Ichabod Robie,
Jo~hua Tyler, James Robertson,

In compliance with the within orders, we have requested
all the males as directed; and the names underwritten are
all within our Precincts that have nerrlected to subscribe
the within Declaration, viz: Rev. Daniel Mitchell, Captain
Benjamin Norris, Captain Samuelltlc Connet, Deacon John
]tlan, Samuel Parker, William Robertson, Andrew Robert-
son, James Cunningham, Zebulon Robinson.

DAVID ABBOT,

}
W ILUAM COCHRAN', Selectmen.
SAMUEL DANIELL,

To the Honourable Committee of Safety.
Colony of New-Hampshire, September 18, 177G.

SIGNER5 :(N PETERBOROUGH.

Ncal Hammell, Robert Smith, Robert Gray,
Thumas Morrison, John Smith, John BUller,
Thos. Cunningham, Moses Cunningham, I,aac Mitehe]],
James Templeton, WiJliam McKeene, ThomUcs Stewart,
Thomas D1Ividson, John 'Vhite, Jun., John Blair,
Samuel Miller, William Moore, John Taggert,
William McNee, Jr., 'Villiam Robbi, Samuel Hockley,
James Cunningham, Wilham Millcn, Willi~m Moore,
Alexander Stewart, Samml Mitchell, John McMurphey,
Aaron Brown, John Young, Robert Morrison,
Samuel Mitchel1, Abraham Holms, Thomas Turner,
Charles White, John Mitchell, John Smith,
William Swan, David Steel, John Morrison,
Samuel Houston, Isaiah Taylor, Thos. Morrison, Jun.,
William White, Charles Stl1art, Jotk. Blancbard,
John While, Samuel Gregg, Samuel Cunningham,
William White, WiJliam Spear, Robert WilJson,
David White, Kalso Gray, John Gregg,
Samuel Miller, Jun., Matthew Templeton, Timothy J\1iner,
James Richey, WilJiam Scolt, Hugh Wilson,
WiJlH~mMcNee, Thom1ls Steel, S'lDluel Wilson,
John Scott, James Taggart, James 'V Ilson ,
William Smith, Elijah Puffer, John Wilson,
William McCay, Daniel Mack, John 'VhitP,
James Rabb,. Samuel Miller, Benjamin Mitchel,
Joseph Hammill, Alexander Robbe, David Ames,
Jonalnan Wheelock, Samuel Ho~g, Adams Gregg.
John Gregg, Jun., Samuel McAlester,

PcterborGugh, Junc 17, 1776.

Pursuant to the within request, the inhabitants of the said
Town of Peterborough have subscribed their names to the
within resolves of the Continental Congress.

JAlIIES TEMPLETON,

}
SAMUEL CUNNINGHAlII, Selectmen.
WILLIAM McNEE,

,

SIGNERS IN DORCHESTER AND PIERMONT.

Inhabitants in PIERMONT.
John Richards, John Patterson, Jonathan :Chandler,
Thomas Gregg, Uriah Stone, Joseph Webb,
John McCorniel, Cuager Medca]f, Daniel TrIer,
David Tyler, Benjamin Stone, Thomas Crook,
Ebenezer Tyler, Ephraim Patterson, Seth Foord,
Jon1lthan Tyler, Abner Chandler, Ephraim Root,
David A wber, Solomon Bailey, Charles Crook,
Johp. Sawyer, Isaac Patterson, Azariah 'V ebb,
Enos Sawyer, Benjamin Patterson, Thomas Davis,
David Tyler, Jun., Zenas Case, John Weed,
Francis Trenton, Thomas Davis, Jun., Charlr.s Webb.
Andrew Crook, Noah Foord,

All the inhabitants of Piermont, of age, according to the
within direction, have signed, except those that are in the
Continental service.

JOHN PATTERSON, ")

JOHN \VEED,

J
.

JOSEPH \V EBB
Commzttee.

JONATHAN CH~NDLER,

SIGNERS IN PORTSMOUTH.

Mesbech Weare, John Bartlett, Peter Man,
Nathaniel Folsom, Willi1lm Parker, Samuel Gooch,
E. Thompson, Daniel Brew;;ter, Henry Gardner,
Stephen Evans, Daniel Lunt, Nathaniel Folsom,
Pierce Long, V"illiam Brewster, Shackford Seward,
P. White, Benjamin Welch, Kinsman Peverly,
John Dudley, Nehemiah Rowell, Joseph Seward,
H. Wentworth, George Hart, Joseph Ayers,
Thomas Hart, George Hart, Jun., BFnjamin Bigelow,
William Pe1lry, Rendat Furnald, WiJliana Marrin,

11

G~orge King, John Shurburn, Samuel Walker,
George Turner, Nathaniel S.GrilTIth, JamEs P. Thmg,
George Wentworth, Tnomas Ransom, John Gooch,
SUPPlY Clap, Jacob Tilton, Dar,iel Towle,
Jo~n Langdon, Joseph Walker, Ruth Spence,.
Joser,h Bass, James Halt, Charles Rauhk,
Jnsh Wentworth, Luke Foster, Tim. Mountlord,
John Penhallow, Thomas Surges, Benj. Austin, Jun.,
Samuel PenhRllow, Elisha Hill, Samuel Hill,
William Langdon, Joseph C"tlon, Marl! ferna!rJ,
John Furnald, John Hart, 3d, Gilbert Fernald,
Joseph Simes, Samuel Bryard, Jona:; Austin,
George Geins, Mo:;es Woodward, A. McEntyre,
Mark Seavey, Nahum Ward, Rob,rt R"bellson,
J osepb Pitman, George Libby, Jos. Allcock,
Thomas Gains, Samuel CUltS, Thomas Moses,
Jo.'eph Al,errnan, Ge"rge Dame, Tbomas Leigh,
Jo-iah Savage, George Ma.,ey, John Moffatt,
Benjamin Qnimby, James Dwyer, Richard Wilson,
George Ham, David Call, Thomas Palmer, Jun.,
Benjamin Akerman, Thnmas Martin, Tobias Wal\!er,
'Walter Alierman, John Greenleaf, .William Wilson,
Banwt Akerman, Joseph Leach, John Pickering,
MHk Nelson, Samuel Jackson, Thomas Shurburne,
John Akerman, Edmund Davis, Robert Yea:on,
J<:lm Hutchins, Ril,hardJackson, Joseph Brullen,
Ht'nlyNutter, Jo"'ph Ham, Benjamin Brotten,
Hugh Henderson, John Tuckerman, \Vtlliam Hunt,
George Hnll, Juhn Tuckerman, Jr., Thomas Hodgson,
Thomas Thompson, Nathaniel Mendum, Samuel Haven,
Perkin,; Ayers, John Langdon, Samuel Haven, Jun.,
Tobias Warner, R. Hart, .William Jenkms,
John Pike, Edw~rd Dempsey, Benjamin Chandler,
James Grouard, Jeremiah Libbey, .W ilham Patridge,
G. Dnrrell, BenjRmin Reed, James Melcher,
Stephen Ivniner, Jonalhan Huntress, Benjamin Mackay,
Jacob Treadweil, James Priest, James Shores, Jun.,
Gcorge Do;g, James Stoodly, Jun., Abijah Holbrook,
Wl1liRm 'Valker, Samuel Ham, Jun., Willwm White,
Nath'l Treadwel1,Jr., John Durys, Nahum Akerman,
James HasJet, William Palmer, Nathaniel Denne!,
Theodore Moses, Joseph Winkalls, Henry Shurburn,
Cbades Treadwell, Peter Kennison, James Hill,
'V. E. Treadwell, Thomas Mead, Jeremiah Dennel,
Charles Waters, David Brewster, Dennis Hight,
Samuel Bouls, Gec.rge Reed, Benjamin Aodgedon.
John Clarke, WilJiam Welch, Denni~ Walker,
Robert Hart, A.'a j\-1ann, RIchard Elhott,
Cotton Malh. Stevens, John Hooper,. Thomas Hayrey,
John Dennett, Samuel Ads. Nathaniel Shannon,
George Waters, EdmUlJd Butler, Abraham Jf1110t,
Temple Knight, Benjamin Patridge, Nat. Gookin,
Clement Jackscm, John Collins, Benjamin Miller Jr.
Daniel Grant, HenryCarler, Mosesl\filler,"
John Davenport, 'Vtlham Vaughan, Samuel Thompson,
Samuel Servise, William Chiles, Mark Walker,
Samuel Hutchings, John Varrel, P. Colbath,
Jo,'cph Jackson, John Clark, Jonathan Quint,
George Ki9g, Jun., John Wbi,e, William Beck,
William Knight, Enwara Ayers, Willwm Tho'''pson"
William Ganjncr, Jer':mlah Claney, GIdeon ~Walker,
Philip Pendexler, Edward Lowd, Theodore Dame,
GeorgeS. Homans, HicllaldEIarvey, Juhn Thompson,
Nathaniel Shurhurn, Reuben Snell, Nalh'l Jackson, Sen.
'Villiam Stanwood, Valentine Nutter, Charl,.s Hndgedon '
Willi:un GunniSOTl, Richard 'Vale, William Ham, '
D~vid Macclure, Joseph MCOlks, Thom~s Ayers,
Jolm N"bl€, John Beck, John Broten,
Da[]iel PIerce, George Gt'bow, William Peverly,
Moses Rm;s, MI.,hael FouJer, John Dennett,
Jcseph Low, Clernrnt March, Richard Clltter,
Alex. Greenlow, George Marshall, Jr., William Abbot,
Jacob Sheafe, Sen., James Whirtaker, Thomas Bkkford,
Samuel ShurbuTll, George Marshall, Henry Bickford,
"\Villiam Marshall, Jobn Marshall, Sen., Am,'s Shores,
James Sweft, John Marshall, Jun., Daniel Davis,
D. Shurburn, J"bn 'Williams, Wtlliam Walden,
Nathaniel Treadwe1l, Moses Feren, Jobn Walden,
Reuben Daniel, 'Vi lliam Richards, Thomas Walden,
Edward Shurburn, John Gunnison, Thomas Pittan,
Jonathan Ayers, William Gibbs, John Davis,

.

Richard Mills, Richard Trusdell, William Hunt,
Jacob Mills, H. Jone., Samuul Slade,
Jona. ShilJaber, Joseph Damrel1, Timothy \Vatson,
Joseph Sbillaber, Daniel Jackson, Jnn., 'Villiam Shores,
'Vilsom Ham, Jun., James Fall, John Frost,
John Reed, Gupey Swodley, John Lord,
John Mackmahawn, John Grant, Nathan Whits,
J. Wlupp]e, Richard Kitson ~ Richard Evan.s,
Ha1l Jackson, Benjamin G. Carter, Peter Shores, Jun.,
Henry Seaward, Joseph Moulton, James Clarkson,
Samuel Lear, Samuel Da11ing,' Peter Shores,
William Appletlm, R, W,hird Penhallow, Obadiah Marshall,
John Gregory, Rieha rd Fa Grey, Jr, Nathaniel Lear,
George Jaekson, John Lang, James Ryan,
Stephen Mead, John Peirce, John Showers,
Riehard Fitzgerald, Thomns Prince, Jun., Peler Ba11,
Joshua CrocKet, John Stavers, Andrew Sherburn,
Samnel Cate, Joseph Lowd, Richard Monson,
A. R. Cutter, Edward Hart, Richard White,
Ahner Blaisdell, Ezekiel Pitman, Michael Frost,
Eliphelet Daniel, Daniel Lang, Amos Abbet,
Noah Peirce, SRl11uelHart, W.illiam Gale,
Giles Seaward, Nathaniel Melcher, Thos. Shnrburn, JUT..
Gershom Flagg, Ephraim Ham, Williaht Cotton,
Samuel Tripe, Samuel Drowne, Robert Neall,
Richard Langdon, Henry Nl1tter, Joseph Leigh,
Richard Champney, Francis Alaswere, William Furnell,
Samuel Sherref, William Adams, William Cotton, JUtl.,
John Payn, John Melcher, Samuel BRIl, Jun.,
Joseph Benson, James Mdntire, Nathan'l Muchamore,
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James Hight, WiTIiam Trefcrthern, Samuel Lang-~on,
John Hart, Jun., hmes Drisco, Joseph L&ugdon,
John Jackson, Samuel 'Waterhouse, Leader Nelson,
Thomas Bowles, John Beck, Jun., John Langdon,
John Boyd, Thomas Sludly, Samuel Beck,
John Briard, Richard Sharnam, Nathaniel Lang,
Nathaniel PIke, John Pitman, Andrew Beck,
Johu Ayres, Rcuben Shapley, John Shurburn,
Jushua Pike, Ephraim Dcnnelt, James Moses,
Robert Furniss, Thomas Manning, Nadab Moses,
Henry Lang, George Janverin, John MeJcher,
Mark Noble, Ebenezer Janverin, Benjamin Lear,
Benjamin Newmarcb, James Amo!I], James Lang,
J"hn Marden, Daniel Jackson, Jos('ph Tu~ker,
Samuel Beck, Ezekiel Gunnavier, A. Pipperril\,
NaLh'lniel Pitman, Leverett H'lbbard, Samuel Laugdon, Jr.,
Josiah Leach, Richard W'ood,.;, Joseph \Vhidden,
Edward P!!lIdexter, Simeon Akarman, John Seav"y,
Caleb Currier, John Wenden, Nathaniel Cotton,
Timothy Ham, Thomas Clark, Richard Tarlton,
Thomas Currier, Samuc! 'Vaters, James TariLon, Jnn.,
Daniel Hart, Hngh Bl'1de, 'Wtlliam Cate, Ju;;.,
John Nonon, Samuel Oak~s, Elias Tarlton,
Mark Lang, Tobias Ranfill, John Leweis,
Thomas Seavev, Samuel Norris, Samuel Hall,
Samuel White Cate, Josiah Haines, Daniel Evans,
Thomas Marden, Robert Holmes, John Hooller,
John Gardner, James Frisbee, Joseph Shaw,
Geurge Walden, Jam~s Jones, Na\haniel Shnrburn,
John Lang, David Swett, William Parker,
Joseph Savage, Enoch Huntress, John Parker,
William Nelson, Israel Marden, Michael Wbidclen,
Caleb Brewster, Tobias Lear, Josiah C1ark,
Phinehas Hodgcdon, Jonathan Swett, John vVheelwright,
Charles Rendells, Zebulon Wiggin, Josbua Brackett,
George Ayers, Moses Brewster, John Seaward,
Thomas Ayers, S"muel Ham, Matthew Haslett,
Samuel Whidden, William Shurburne, T\1oma~ Pierce,
John Lncca, Samuel Ball, William Yeaton,
Jeremiah Homes, Joshua Jones, J. Sheafe, Jun.,
Joseph Norris, John Mo,f's, Paul Laigbton,
Georg'e Shurburne, Wdliam Homes, Richard Dolly,
John Bantill, James Jones, Joseph H,,]brook.
Jo>,epb Banfill, Aaron Mo,es, Total-50~.
Thomas Cotton, John Lewis, Jun.,

List of persons taken up in Portsmouth as being noto-
riously disaffected to the common cause, yiz:

Isaac Rint1ge, John Peirce, James Sheafe,
William Hart, William Torry, John Stavers,
PeLer Pear,.e, Stephen Little, Jonatban Warner,
HUi!h Henderson, Oliver Whipple, Nathaniel Treadwell,
Robert Robertson, Thomas Armet, James Htckey.

Pursuant to an order to us directed, by the Committee
of Safety of this State, we have waited on every person in
this Town, and have tendered the Association for signing;
and do herewith return the said Association, and the names
of those who have refused to sign the same, viz :

Noah Parker, Colton Palmer, George Jatfery,
I:;auc Rndge, Jno. Peirce,(Merch't,) Mark H. Wentworth,
Chase Freeze, M..lses Noble, Danie] 'Varner,
Jo,eph Stacy Hasting;;, John Eliot, Jonatban Warner,
Tbeodore Atkinson, Jobn Moore, J(1hn Shnrburnc,

James Sheaff', Thomas Armet, Samne\ Water3, Jun.,
Slephen LillIe, Alfurd Butler, John Campbell,
William Tony, Eleazer RU5'ell, R,chard Tucker,
W,11iam Hart, Samuel Gardner, Giles Picket.
Major Samuel Hale,

Daniel Rogers absent at Nottingham. Petcr Pearse
absent at Newington.

By order of the Committee:
H. WENTWORTH, Chairman.

JOSEPH SU1ES,

~

GEORGE GAINES, Selectmen.

W ILLIAlI1 LANGDON,

State of New-Hampsbire, "(
Portsmouth, August 14, 1776.5

SIGNERS IN RA"3Y.

George Russell, Daniel Speed, Jun.,
James Badger, E1son Dix,
Benjamin Muzzy, Moses Lowell,
Randel McDonell, Phineas Alen,
James Dickey, Nathaniel Badger,
Nathaniel Patten, James Campbell,
Samson Farnsworth, James RoHf,
'Villiam Hall, Swallow Tucker,

In obedience to the above precept, we have taken the
count, and our men have all signed it.

\Ve the subscribers:
ALEXANDER McINTOSH,

}
BENJAMIN SHATTUCK, Selectmen.

CLARK BROWN,

Samuel RusseH,
George 'Woodward,
James McIntosh,
Matthew Waless,
Robert Seiver,
Isaac Shattuck,
William Spaulding.

Constant narnay,
Jeremiah Thayer,
.Abraham Barrus,
Nalhaniel Wipplc,

SIGNERS IN RICHJ\lOND.

Moses Tyler, Sam"e] Shearman,
Solomon ArLherton, Abner Aldrich, Jnn.,
Abra. Comstock, Jun., Simpson Hammond,
Fran. Norwood, J un., Samuel HIX,

Josepb Cas~, Ephraim Hix,
Ebenezer Ornsle, Edmund Ingalls,
Reuben Parker, MathereOl!1 Ballou,
John Robinson, Richard Peters,
Peler Hoolbrook, Ebenezer Peters,
Nathan 'Woolley, EbenezPf Marlin,
John Barrus, Israel Peters,
Josepb Kauy, John Wolky,
lame., Kingsley, Ebenezer Cole,
Amos Garusey, Samuel Carpenter,
Rufus Whipple, Jonatban Jillson,
Jonathan Areterton, John Ellis,
Oliver Garnsey, Leonard Cass,
Timot\1y Tomson, Oliver Capron,
Ezra Ormsbe, Azariah ComslOck,
James WesteoU, Seth B~.llou,
Solomon AI,lflch, MuSESComstock,
Eli Page, Ezra Day,
William Goddard, Stephen Kiniston;
Henry Ingalls, Jeremiah 8ulloek,
Amos Hix, Oliver Hix,
Junalhan Bozard, Abiel Knap,
Jonathan Thurbur, Abner Aldricb,
William Gunney, Wile Aldrich,
Nat.han Bullock, Oliver Mason,
Autbuny Harris, George Cook,
Nathanrel Taft, Nathan Al~rich,
Ahraham Raniul, Pelu Aldrich,
Asa Man, Uriah Harris,
John Oass, Artemas Aldrich,
Si,i,eon Thayer, Enoch Wh,te,
Junathan Bools, Paul Handy,
Joseph Newel, Hol2b Smilb,
John Mattem, Aaron Aldricb;
George Martem, Tbomas Boen,
Robert Worlis, Joseph Wing,
Thomas Crain, John Win!!,
David Rossel, Jonathan Gaskill,
Moses Marlin, John Sprague,
Peter Martin, Israel Phillips,
John MaTlin, Jun., Thomas Horton,
William Cook, Silas Gaskell,
Luke Cass, Paul Boyct'.
Ri~hard Peters, Jun., James Below,
Noab Cu,ti~, Silas Below,
Samuel Cunis, H,'zekiah Thurber
Amariah Curtis, Jonathan Sweet;

,

Ananias Aldrich, Daniel Pelers.

Riebmond, June 27, 1776.

To the ]lonourable Provincial Congress:
These do certify the reasons why \'ie, the subscribers, do

not sign the resolutions of the Congress, in taking up arms:
We do not believe that it is the will of God to take away
the lives of our fellow-creatures; not that we come out
against the Congress or the American liberties; but when-
ever we are convinced to the contrary, we are ready to join
our American brethren to defend, by arms, against the hos-
tile attempts of the British fleets and armies.

Amos Boorn, Ananias Aldrich, Uriab Harris,
Thomas Ballou, Thomas Horton, Martin Ellis,
Enoch White, Luke Cass, Oliver Mason
'Villiam Cook. Anthony Harris, Simeon Thay~r.

DANIEL READ,
~

~

JOHN DANLY, ~
Selectmen.

Barnabas Thrasher.
I,rael Whipple,

.

Oliver Barrus,
Jobn Danly,
baac Benson,
Daniel Reed,
Daniel Greenp,
John Hull,
Michael Barrus,
Alli:; Thayer,
John Gansey,
Jere. Tbayer, Jun.,
Ichahod Wbippll;,
Daniel Freeman,
David Barney,
Beujamin Thrashcr,
Ebenezer Barril',
Abra. Barrus, Jun.,
Timothy Robinson,
NcQemiah Thayer,
Daniel Whipple,
Othneal Day,
Thomas Woolley,
David Hix,
Barnard Hix,
Jacoh Mump,
Joseph Stret'ton,
William Aldrich,
Jonab Twitebel,
Epbraim Taft,
Silas Taft,
Ahraham Mlln,
Esquire Whipp1e,
Grindul Thayer,
Jamt's Norwood,
John Cass,
Oliver Ormsbee,
James Tilson,
Joseph Cass, Jun.,
Daniel Cass,
Daniel Cass, Jun.,
James Ranar,
Gideon Man,
Ephraim A!en,
Moses Alen,
Jost'pb Alen,
Jedediah Buffman,
Nathan Harkness,

AUgllSl30, A. D. 1776.

SIGNERS IN RINDGE.

Ahrabam Wetherbe, Benjamin Lovering, Jonathan Ball
Jeremiah Towne, Henry Godding, .John ThomsoJ;
William Carlton, Joshua 'Webster,' Iehabod Thom~on
Nebemiah Town, Ebenezer Shaw, Eleazer Coffin'
Benjamin Bancroft. Joel Russell, Jun., Jephthah Rich~rdson
John Simonds, Benjamin Carlton, Abijah Haskell '
Amasa Turner, Abel Platts, Eliakim Darlin~
Nathan Hubbard, Daniel Davis, Asa Sherwin,

b'

John Page, Zebuloll Converse, Baruabas Cary,
John Townshend. Isaac Wood, Beujamin Newman
Ebent'zer Lock, Benjamin Gould, Jehoshaphat Grout'
Jeremiah Chapman, Jonatban Ingalls, John Lovejoy Jlln~
Nathaniel Russell, Josiah Ingalts, Othniel Tho~as '
Jacob Hobbs, Je~emiah N~rcross, John Buswpll, '
Juhn Dean, Elisha Perkms, Nehemiah Porter
Salmon Stone, Caleb Winn, Daniel Lake,

,

Enoch Hale, Jos~rh Plat:" Abel Plats,
Seth Dean, Page Norero,s, Reuben Page,
Edward Jewett, S~tmu('l Walker, Jonathan Tuwn Jun.
Jonathan Sherwin, Aaron Estey, Timothy Wooel'

,

Ahel Stone, Ezeldel Lamard, Solomon Wh:t~ev
'William Rus,ell, Simon Davis, Jun., Israel Arlams,

.,

Natbaniel Page, Rich. Kimhall, Jun., Simon Davis,
Solomon CUller, Daniel Rus,ell, William Robbins
John Demary, Jotbam Putnam, Jabez Norr:ross,
John Handsom, Stephen Jewet, Abel Perkins,
Junatban Sawtelf, David Hale, Samucl Page
John Whiral,er, Nathaniel Ingal1s, Joel RI1;;sell '
James Crombie, Nehemiah Bowers, Ezekiel Rand,
John Sherwin, Richard Thompson; John Ellis,
James Philbrick, Samnel Russell, Jona. Parker Jun
Samuel. Tarbell, Frands T~lwnt', Jonathan To~vtle, '
Paul F,teh, Amos DavIs, Thomas HUtchinson
.Samuel ShNwin, W-tl iam Davis, John Fitch, '
James'Voorl, Moses Ha.1e, Jonathan Parker
Jobn Hanafonl, George Lake, Asa Tyler, '
Richard Kimball, J:J.mes Stre,etor, Samuel Parker,
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Eze'kiel Jewett,
Ralidall Jarvis,
Simeon Ingalls,
Henry Smith,
Joshua Ty ler,
Daniel Gray,
'Villmm Walton,
Levi "'J

ansfield,
Benjamin Moore,
David Adams,
Samuel Adams,
Daniel Adams.

Ebenezer Chaplin, Richard Davis,
John. Wetherbee, James Carlton,
Benjamin Peirce, Samuel Paig, Jun.,
John. Emery, Deliverance WIlson,
Ebenezer Davis, Jonathan Stanley,
Samuel WhitLng, Jacob Gould,
.James Cutter, Elijah Rice,
Daniel Rand, Israel Adams, Jun.,
.Oliver Slevens, Caleb Hustun,
Sulomon Rand, John Gray,
Jeremiah Russell, Nathaniel Thomas,
Samud Stanley, David Robbins,
Joseph Stanley, Oliver Gould,

To the Honourable General Assembly, or the Honourable
Committee of Safety, for the Colony of NEw-HAMP-
SHIRE:

In obedience to the within request, we have desired all
the males in this Town to sign the within Declaration, (ex-
cept those that are excepted,) and they have all signed.

EDWARD JEWETT,

}
C' I t .1'...,e ec men OJ

JONATHAN SlIERWIN, R ' d
A S

tn ge.
BEL TONE,

Colony of New.Haml?shire, Rindge, June I, 1776.

SIGNERS IN ROCHESTER,

Ebenezer Tebbets, James Hogers, William McNeal,
James How, David Laighton, Juseph Drown,
Samuel Furbur, James Rogers, 3d, Aaron Ham,
James Chesley, Samuel Jones, Joseph Ji!es,
Benjamin Furbur, Sam. Chamberlain, Richard Place,
Jabez Dame, Mo~es Horne, Ebenezer Place,
Barns. Palmer, James Downs, Alexander Hodgdon,
William Allen, Thomas Davis, Alex. Hodgdon, Jun.,
Daniel Wingate, Ichabod Hayes, Benjamin Hoit,
Jushua Pearl, Moses Hayes, Jun., Thomas Brown,
William Evans, Nathaniel Watson, John Hammett,
John Plummer, Nath. Watson, Jun., Mo,es Brown, .
Wm. Chamberlain, Daniel Hayes, Jonathan Bickford,
Wrn. McDuffee, Juhn Woodman, Edward Tebbets,
Ricbard FlIrbur, Ephraim Wentworth, George Place,
John Hllm, John Trickey, James Ro~~rs, Jun.,
John Beargin, Dodavah Garland, Jonathan tiam,
Eb~nezer Ricker, John Tnckey, Jun, Benjamin Hayes,
Timothy Roberts, Samuel Twambley, Samuel Drown,
Stephen Berr~y, Jona. Twambley Joseph Walker,
Samuel Plummer, James Wentworth, Joseph Hayes,
Abner Dame, Job Clements, Itbamar Seavey,
Lemuel Bickford, Stephen Jenkins, Samuel Seavey,
John Cook, Cornelim, Jenkins, Ebenezer Garland,
William Trickey, Josiah F'I!som, Diamond Pearl,
Daniel Rogers, Cal.b Wakeham, James McDuffee,
John Brewster, Samuell'me, Turner \Vhitehol1se,
Richard Walker, Benjamin Twambley, John Jennis,
Danel K,mbal}, Ebenezer \Vent, IVorth Elijah Varney,
Benjamin Rollins, Reuhen \Ventworth, Richard Nutler,
Moses Hammett, James Jackson, Henry Allard,
Thoma" Plummer, J ames Dearing, John Place,
Joseph Dame, Ebenezer Horn, Ephraim Ham,
Dame! Watson, Ichabod Rollins, Jo>eph WallieI', Jun.,
Joseph Haven, Thomas Drew, Robert'Valker,
Richard Wentworth, Moses Hayes, Richard Fnrbur,Jun.,
Isaac Wentworth, William Jennis, Beard Plummer,
Avery Ha!l, William Jennis, Jun., Joseph Thompson,
Josiah Main, James Knowles, John Heard,
Wentworth Hayes, William Ham, Reuben Heard, Jun.,
Paul Libbey, Ebenezer Chesley, Zebulon Dame,
Isaac Libbey, Solomon Perkins, Reuben Heard,
Thomas Roberts, Solo. Perkins,Jun., Josiah Wentworth,
Mark Hartford, Samuel Merrow, Moses Roberts,
Samuel Alley, Samuel Merrow, Jun., Jutbam Nutter,
Jacob Hanson, Jonathan Richards,. Gershom Downs,
D3.niel Gar:and, James Horn, John R"-ndell,
James Foster, John llichards, Lemuel Richardson,
Enoch Hoit, John Richards, Jun., Moses Downs,
Benjamin Frost, Thomas Furbur, Benjamin Copps,
Benpmin Frost, Jan., Abraham Morrison, Joseph Plummer,
Eleazer Coleman, Jonathan Morrison, George W i11ard,
Bradstreet French, Daniel Page, Jonathan Pinkham,
James French, Joseph Page, Caleb Jackson,
David French, Joshua Downing I Sam. Twambley, Jun.,
John Ham, Jun., Aaron Jennis, Ebenezer Place, Jun.,
Thomas Ham, John Nnte, Zthulon Davis,
Joseph Knight, Simon French, Abraham Cook,
Henry Tebbets, Muses Jennis, Edmund Tebbets,
James Chamberlain, David JcrlOis, Jo.<eph Jones,
Thomas Peevey, Samuel Robinson, E ihu \Ventworth,
William Knight, William Hodgdon, Sam. Wingate, Jun.,
William Wingate, Paul Jennis, N. Wentworth, Jun.,
Edward Lock I Solomon Drown, Joshua Corsen,
Hunking Colebroth, Joseph Tucker, Thos. Brown, Jun.
Charles Knight,

The following persons refuse to sign the annexed Asso-
ciation :

James Allen,
John Withrell,
lchabod Cosen,
Morris Ellis,
Thomas Trickey,
Solomun Clark,
Samnel Wingate,
Daniel Jennis,

The undemamed persons are of the Society of Friends,
.and do not choose to sign:

Joseph Heard,
BenJami.n Heard,
Tristram Heard,
Nathaniel Garland,
Benjamin Bickford,
Abraham Searl,
Jonathan Ifodgdon,

William ElJis,
Samuel DOlvning,
Jonathan Ellis,
Joshua Knight,
Edward Varney,
Stephen Wentworth,
Benjamin Dame.

Mordecai Varney,
David Varney,
Moses Varney,
Moscs Varney, Jun.,
Moscs Austin,
Ebenezer Varney,
John Clou\man,

Thomas Cloutman,
Jonathan Dame,
Isaac'l'wambley,
Benjamin Meader,
Nathaniel Meader,
Jonathan Meader,
Joseph Meader.

Elijah Tebbets,
Elijah Tcbbets, Jun.,
John Tebbets,
Ezekiel Tebbets,
Joseph Tebbets,
Muzzey Gould,
David Tebbets,
Rubert Tebbets,

By order of the Cornmittee. A true copy.
Attest: EBENEZER TEBBETS,

Rochester, October 15, 1776.

Clerk.

SIGNERS IN RYE.

Samuel Jenness, William Marden, John RaDd,
Wiliiam Davison, Samnel Mllrry, WI!l1am Berry,Jun.,
James Perkin~, Simon Johnson, Ephraim Damas,
Jonathan Brown, Benjamin Marden, Levi Goss,
Isaac Dow, Job Foss, Solomon Verrell,
J\.loses Seavey, Jon31han Berry, Reuben Moulton,
Samuel Seavey, Jr., George RandaIl, Jonathan Philbrick,
Robinson Trelerrin, Joseph Hall, Nathaniel Jenness,
Nathan Towl, Jonatban Towle, Jr., John Jenness,
Samuel Seavey, Jacob Berry, Samoel Fenner, Jr.,
Jeremiah Berry, Jr, Davin Smith, Jun., Richard Jenne3s, 3d,
BenjaminGarland, Joseph Marl1lm, Job Jenness,
Nathan Go~s, Nathaniel Rand, Titu' PhrJbrick,
Peter Johnson , James H"bbs, Elijah Loch' ,
James Lock, John Lock, Jun., Peter Johnson, Sen.,
Joshua Lock, Benjamin Marden, Peler Garland,
James Goss, Jeremiah Lock, Nehemiah Moulton,
John Blunt, Joseph Lock, Jun., Wm. Wormwood,
Levi Towl, R;chard Lock, David Lock,
Stmeon Towl, Richard Lock, 3d, Joseph Philbrick,
Jonathan Lock, Joseph Lock, Elijah Loek,
Tristram Sleeper, Alexander Salter, Michael Dalton,
John Jenness, Sam. Knowles,Jun., Job Jenness,Jun.,
Francis Jenness, William Seavey, Jr., Jonathan Phi:bri~k,
Jonathan Jennes~, Samuel Hutchins, John Rand,
Francis Jenness, Jr,. Joseph Rand, JIIathaniel Rand,
Job Brown, Arthur Lebbee, Nathaniel Marden,
Bickford Lang, Amos Seavq, William Morrison,
Nicholas Dolbar, James Seavey, Joseph Seavey,
Joseph Sevey, Sam. Duust Foss, Josfph Yeaton,
Joel Aine, Paul Seavey, Wallis Fuss,
Olem Lowel, JUIJ., John Webster, Richard Jenness, Jr.,
Samuel Willis, Ebenezer WalJis, Ricb;)fd Jenness,
Jonath:w Goss, Joseph Rand, Jeremiah Berry,
Merrifield Berry, Mark Randall, Henry E\kin~,
Joseph Par~ons, Daniel Moulton, Abraham Libbee,
Benjamin Manlen, Thoma~ 'Vatson, Simot\ Galland,
Nat. Marden,Jun., William Seavy, Samuel Knowles,
Samuel Marden, Alexander Lear, Sdmuel Rand,
Rubert Sanders, Samuel Wallis, Samuel Elkins,
Robert Sanders, Jr., Samllel Wan is, Jun., Reuben Philbtic'k.

According to the above precept, we, the s~id Selectmen
of Rye, have applied to the inhabitants of said Town, and
they have signed the above precept in full.

JOSEPH JENNESS,

}
NATHANIEL RAND, Selectmen.
RICHARD BROWN,

SIGNERS IN SALEM.

William Hall, Richard Hennesee, James Corlis,
Amos Duw, Sampson Wheeler, .lames \Vebster,
Evan Jones, Stepben Wheeler, Benjamin Bixly,
Nathaniel Woodman, Abner Wheeler, John Carlton,
Joseph Flanders, James Hall, Durlly Currier,
Jonathan Massey, William Smilh, Silas Wheeler,
D"niel Gurdon, Samuel Kelly, John Cnrrier,
Benjamin Mowbry, Nathanlel Hdknap, E1iphelet Knight,
Raphu Hall, J esse Smith, Thomas Robin>on,
Jonathan Corlis, Obadiah Eastm~n, Nathaniel Woodbury,
Moody .Mor~e, Timothy Swan, Jun., Joseph Hull,
John Wheeler, Tboma~ Dow , Daniel Merrill,
Richard Dow, Jun., hmes Haslings, Hugh Campbell,
Jacob Hanly, Jeremiah Dow, Hugh Camphell, Jr.,
Nathaniel Dow, Caleb Duston, Andrew Campbell,
John Marland, Joseph Carlton, Josbua Baley,
Josiah Hardy, Jm,hua Bailey, Jun., Peter DustoD,
Zach. Woodber, Benoni Rowell, Asa Rowell,
Richard Dow, David Copp, John Laneker,
Simon Johnson, Jeremiah Foster, Henry Lankce't,
Alexander Gordon, Saml~el J ohn~on, Abner Bayley, Pastor
Phinehas Swain, Henry Little, of the church,
Timothy Sargeant, John Johnwn, William Sander~,
Abraham Amey, Albert PetlingiJI, Samuel Sanders,
Seth Pattee, Jonalhan Hasseltine, Abiel Astin,
Israel Woodbury, Asahel Smith, Jt'hn Astin,
John Woodbury, Phineas Gordon, WilHam Clough, Jr.,
Simeon Foss, John Kink,.ad, John Clough,
Joseph Hull, Jun., Jonathan Bailey, John Lavet,
Jesse Morrill, Samuel D. Day, Perley Merrill,
John Merrill, Joseph Wright, Adam Cole,
Timothy Merrill, Joseph Perkins, Oliver Kimball, Jr.,
Daniel Corlis, Tlmuthy Swan, Joshua Hall,
Abraham Dow, Joshua Swan, Josiah Clough,
Solomon Cole, A~II Murs, William Ayer,
James San,lers, Solomon Smilh, IsraelOber,
Richard Kelley, James Moreland, Juseph Harriss,
Jonathan Gordon, William Moreland, William Clement,
Timothy Duston, Simon Bradford, Christopher Clement,
Israel Young, John Bradford, Jo,iah Tbisse),
Daniel Ladd, John Cuming, Jon. Bayley, Jun.,
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Thomas Maiglaton,
William Smith,
Joseph Cresey,
Asa Colby,
William Gordon,
Richard Messer,
John Moor Bayley,
David Bayley,
Nehemiah Stanwood,
John Hasselline,
Barnard Kimball,
Daniel Haseltine,
Thomas Mu, r,
Ber,jamin Wlieelin,
Abijah Wheeler,
Ai'a Dow,

John Lowell, Jun.,
Henry Woodbury,
Samuel Ayer,
Jonathan Stevens,
David Merrill,
Benjamin Bixly, Jr.,
Edward Patlee,
Nathaniel Gornell,
John Ellinwood,
Nathan WebstPr,
Bejamin Rawlings,
Jonathan Smith,
Joseph Ordway, .
John Currier,
Malthtw Taylor I
Caleb Clark.

James Hastings, Jr.,
Timothy Johnson,
Daniel Ma~sey,
Richard Kimball,
John Bay]py,
William Taplq,
Percy Dow,
Stephen Cnrrier,
John B<1yley,Jun.,
Abiel Cross,
OJiver KimbaJJ,
Josiah Rowell,
W'illiam BailpY,
Nathaniel Merrdl,
John Smith,
Israel Hull,
David Nevins,

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety for the Colony
of NEW-HAMPSHIRE:

GENTLEMEN: We, the subscribers, having shown the
Declaration (commonly called the Test Bill) to the inhabit-
ants of Salem, as by your Honours directed, have found a
number who neglected to sign said Test Bill; whose names
are as follows, viz :

Robert Youn"" .Wyman Clongh, John Cha,e,
Jesse Webste~' Wiiliam Clough, John Clement,
William Leach Daniel Silver, Cartain John AJJein,
Deacon Th. Do~glass, Webster,Emerson, Robert Ellingwood,
Joseph Merrill, Jonathan Tenny, Henry Saunders,
Peter Menill Ebenezer Page, JOSIah Rowel, Jun.,
Ebenezer Wo'odl'll!'y, Deacon John Kelly, Philip RoweJ,
Joshua Heath Enos Webster, Jacob Rowel,
David Han, ' John Ashly, William Thorn,
Deacon John HaJJ, Sam~el Hliton, Joseph L~ach,
John Reith, Damel Pea~ley, Esq, Damel Sliver.
Nathan Asten, Samuel Clement,

WILLIAM HALL,

rAMos Dow, Selectmen of Salem.
RICHARD MESSER,

Salem, August 27, 1776.

SIGNERS IN SALISBURY.

Ebenezer Johnson, Jacob Garland, Ananiah Bonohon,
Samuel Scribner, William Eastman, Andrew Bonohon,
John CoWns, John Fifield, Daniel Hnntoon,
Reuben Greele William Searle, Moses Selley,
\Vildam Natol;, Abel Tandev, Gideon D,Jw,
Benjamin Bean, Jeremiah Weblo, Jacoh Cochran,
Job Heath, Edward fifield, Nathan Colby,
Phinehas Bcan, Moses Garland, Joseph French,
John Jameson, Edward neath, Stephen Cal!,
John Sanborn, Ezrll Tucker , Jacob Bohonon,
Jacob True Eben Tucker, John B,olVn,
John Gale' Nathaniel ~eloon, B~njamin Sanborn,
Moses Elkins, Hezek'ah Foster , Joseph Ba'furd,
Rev. Jonathan Searle, Nat. Meloon, Jun., Daniel SQwell,
Ebeneur "\Vebsler, I,JoIoSl'ribner, John \Vebster,
Rohert Smith John Been, Israel \Vebster,
Andrew Petti:Lo-jll, Obarliah P. Fifield, Robert Barber,
William Calcf~ Benjamin Scrib.ler, Nathaniel Marston,
Lt'onar,t Judkins, Edward Scribner, Matthew Pettingill,
Jonathan Fifield, John Scribner, Ehenezer Clifford,
Ed ward Eastman, Jo~cph Marstun, Reuben Hoit,
Shubae] GreJe, Moses Sawyer, Joseph FIfield,
Benjamin Huntoon, John Challis, Abel Elkms,
Jonathan Cram, Benjamin Greele, Abraham F,field,
David Pettin""ill, John Fellows, Richard Piermont,
Joseph Bartl;tt, Ephraim Colby, Daniel Warren,
John Rowe, John Webster, Jun., Cutting Stevens.
.William Webster, Andr'w Robinson, Jr.,

This may certify to the General Assembly, or Committee
of Safety, of the Colony of New-Hampshire, that we, the
subscribers, have offered the within Declaration to the in-
habitant~ of the Town of Salisbury, and they sign freely, Mr.
Sinkler Bean, and Joseph Bean, Esq., excepted.

EBENEZER 'VEBSTER,
}

Ct l t ,r Ct Z.bJ F Qe ec men oJ j:)a zs ury.
ONATHAN IFmI.D,

SaJisbury, September 12,1776.

SIGNERS IN SANBORNTON.

Joseph Woodman, Cheese Taylor, Abijah Sanborn,
Benjamin Colby, Josiah Samborn, Jona. Smith, .Jun.,
NiP-holas Clark, Jacob Smith, Ichabod Swam,
Josiah Emery, James Gibson, Timothy Smith,
Robert Smart, Ebenezer Morrison, John Thorn,
Eli(lhelet Brown, John Colby, Moses Thompson,
Nathaniel Burley, Elisha Cates, Charles Thomas,
Jacob Bumford, Joseph Clark, Cole Weeks,
Stephen Burley, Jonathap Chase, Ebenezer Sanbom,
John Bryen, WUI. Durgin, Jun., JohnLane,
John Clark, Josiah Miles, Jun., Nathaniel Tilton,
Isaac Colby, Ebenezer Eastman, Enoch 0 lts,
Benjamin Darling, Daniel Fifield, Philip Hunt,
William Tomson, Benjamin Sanborn, Moses Randell,
James Cates, Caleb Gilmon, Daniel Lavy,
Richard Beacham, Mosps Gilm,1n, John Robinson,
John Johnson, Jospph Gilmon, Samael Harper,
Satchel Clark, John Gale, Jonathan Cass,
David On, Daniel Gale, Thomas Rundlet,
John Folsom, Wm. Hayes, Jun., Thoma> Sinklar,

Enoch Ealy, Joseph Hoir,
David Du&tin, Andrew Jewetl,
Jam~s Cater, Jun., Nicholas Gi'es,
Stephen Gale, Edward Kel:y,
Aaron Samborn , Gideon Leavitt,
Jonathan Taylor, Samuel Morrison,
Daniel Sanborn, Jotham Rawlins,

To the Honourable the General Court, or Committee of
Safety, of NEW-HAMPSHIRE:

Pursuant to the within request, the inhabitants of said
Sanbornton, have all, except one, (Benjamin IIoit,) seve-
rally subscribed their names hereunto.

AARON SANEORN,

In behalf of the Selectmen.

Thomas Cricket,
Solomon Copp,
Elisha Smith,
Josiah San born ,
Mm;es Danforth,
Ebenezer Goue.

July 3, 1776.

SIGNERS IN SANDOWN.
Charle~ Pressey, Joshua Harriman,
Thomas Well', Theophilus Grifin,
William Rowel, Thomas Grifin,
Isr,el Ause, Peter Grifin,.
Samuel Belmet, Moses Hp-ath,
Sergent Wells, Asa Heath,
J~~ob Wells, Mo,esGnfin,
Benjamin Wel1s, Samuel vVyatt,
Philleas Ba'chelder, Humphrey Clough,
William Bean, Nathan flunt,
Nal. Ru~sell, Jun., Samuel Putman,
Fben Boslell, J olm Hca r,e,
Nathaniel Busel, Daniel Ie,'lIy,
Jotham Huse, Samuel Ieeaise,
Z,obadiah Matson, Samuel Daniels,
John TlIcker, Nathaniel French,
Ebenezer Tucker, Benjamin Taylor,
Jacob I'ucker, John Sanborn,
John Str!Lw, David Sleeper,
John Pierce, Moses Sanborn,
WiJliam Ferren, Josiah Fowler,
l\feshech Gordy, Daniel Davis,
Robert Craford, Richard Grifin,
John Tilton, Lemuel Sa.nbofD,
Benjamin Hunkins, Joseph Tilton,
David Tilton, Abraham Hook I
John Fuller, Thoma' Chase,
Samuellnga]]s, Joseph Bagley,
Ezekiel Eaton, Edward Edmonds,
Isaac Dow, Thomas Fa]]ows,
D:wid Moulton, Timothy Fallows,
Joshua George, Benjamin Pilsbery,
Jonathan Whiteaker, Joseph Hlmt,
John Collins, Ela Dow.

Samuel Bean,
John Colby,
Abner Colby,
David Bellnet,
Orlando Colby,
David Sargent,
Reuben Clough,
Josiah COllon,
Arrhe'aus HUllt,
J:tmes Trussell,
Pder Collins,
Hen ry Page,
Edmund James,
E. Colby,
Daniel Watson,
Stephen Long,
Samuel Judkins,
Benjamin fi'landers,
Moses Hook,
Sherburne Sanborn,
Timothy Tilton,
David Sanborn,
S,lmuel Sleeper,
John Sleeper,
Jethro Sanborn,
t'!herburn Tilton,
Isaac Ladd,
Ohver Smith Blake,
Joseph Draper,
Nathaniellng-alls,
Jonathan Huse,
Benjamin Colbey,
David Straw,
Jona. Colbey, Sen.,
Daniel Stanford,

In obedience to the within, we have requested the Parish
to sign this.instrument; and, in obedience, the Parish have
all signed, but those whose names are here underwritten.

The names of those that refused to sign: Ichabod Shaw,
Esq., Benjamin Shaw, Cornet Daniel Fitts, Thomas Cotton,
William TVoodward, Folensby Shaw, Joshua Stevens.

Samuel Stevens did not sign, but is since gone into the
war.

MOSES HooK,

r
REUBEN CLOUGH, Selectmen of Sandown.
ELA Dow,

SIGNERS IN SANDWICH.

Isaac George,
Nalhaniel Knowls,
Henry Weed,
Richard Sinkler,
Jeremiah Page,
David Bean,
Christopher Topan,
Bagly Weeck,
Samuel Brown,
Jonathan Page,
John Page,
John Prescotl,
Jacob Smith I

In pursuance of the within request, we have asked all
male inhabitants of Sandwich, who are above twenty-one
years old, to sign the within Declaration.

The names of those that refuse to sign, are as follow, viz
Jacob Jewell, Benjamin Scribner, ]}foses "Weed, Nathaniel
Weed, Henry Weed, Jun., Mark Jewell, Jacob 1fTeed,Nathan
Beede, and Aaron Beede.

Test: MARK JEWELL,

~

Ct l t ,.{' Ct d
.

hJ P Qe ec men oJ Qan wzc .
OSHUA RESCOT,

June 15, 1776.

I~rael Gillman,
Simeon Smith,
Eliphelet MallO,field,
Enoch True,
Joseph Hoyt,
Thomas Herley,
Danid Beede,
Elia~ Ladd,
Elias Smith,
Nat.haniel Eth ridge,
B,'n. Atkin~on,
John Glidden,

Benjamin Bean,
Edward Smith,
John L"dd,
Jeremiah 1-Jilton,
Daniel Beede, Jun.,
Micah Rice, .
Joshua Prescot,
Benj. Blanchard,
J,,~iah Bean,
Edward Wells,
Elias Ladd, Jun.,
Nathaniel Scribner.

SIGNERS IN
Benjamin Giles,
Aaron Buck,
Jeremiah Jenks,
S,muel Hurd,
Josiah Stevens,
Ezra DflrDvle,
Giles Keleg,

SAVILLE, CROYDON,

Ephraim Towne,
Joel Bailey,
Benjamin Rragg~t
Lerner Kelev,
Abraham Bil"lI,
Jes~e Willcock~,
Jesse Kelley,

AND NEWPORT.

William Stannan,
Jesse L"nr,
Ah~alorn Keley,
David Brown,
Roswell Kelley,
Joseph Buel I
Phinehas Willcocks,
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Isaac Sanger,
Moses Whipp!,',
Samuel R. Hall,
John Sanger,
Jacob Leland,
David Warrin,
Daniel Emer"on,
Joseph Hall,
Seth Chase,
Abner Brigham,
Bezaleel Gleason,
James How,
Stephen Powers,
Benjamin Powers,
Samuel Whipple,

Phinehas Sanger,
Dav;.1 Powcrs,
David Sloclnvill,
Eleazer Lelalid,
Jacob Hall,
Phinehas Hewton,
Natl,,1nie1 Wheeler,
Amos Hager,
Seth Wheeler,
Benjamin Thompson,
Abijah Hall,
Timothy Fisher,
Benjamin Thomson,
Thomas Whipple,
John Cooper.

Josiah Dndley,
Nathan Flint,
Nathan Woodbnry,

, Daniel Dudley,
R01)ert Lane,
J edediah Reynolds,
Jed. Reynolds, Jun,.
James Chur.ch,
Isaac Newton,
Ebenezer Merrill,
Amos Hall,
Jesse Bailey,
John Lane,
David Brown,
Uriah Wilcox,
Benjamin SwiDerton,

The inhabitants of Newport, who are required, have all
signed this Associa[ion.

JOSIAH STEVENS,

~

SAMUEL HURD, Selectmen of Newport.
AARON BUCK,

Newport, June 20, 1776.

Robert Woodward,
John Bevens, (a Sa-

ville man,)
Wjlliam McBreney,
Ephraim Bradbury,
Samuel Gunnison,
Geery Walker Lear,

Joseph Lear,
Benjamin Howard,
Eleazer Sisco,
Joshua Ga~e,
Benjamin Thurston,
Daniel Grendel,

Samuel Thurbur.
William Sisco,
Daniel Shurbnrne,
Benjamin Rand,
William Lang,
Michael Bowden.

Croydon, July G, 1776.

names are above are inhabitants of thisThose whose
TQwn.

Edward Hall, Ezekiel Powers, John Powers, and John
Cooper, refused to set their names to this paper.

JOHN COOPER,
}

('f l tIJe ec men.
.

l\fOSES WHIPPLE,

. The i~habitan~s .of Saville, who are required, have all
sIgned tlus AssociatIOn.

SAMUEL GUNNISON, }In b h lf .rS 'll
BENJAMINTHURBUR, e a oJ avz e.

Saville, July 15, 1776.

SIGNERS II'{ SOCIETY LAJ\J).
John McCleary, WiJliam Graves, Jonathan Days,
Thomas Stu:1rt, Josmh Rogers, Timothy Pinkerton,
Nathan Taylor, David Graves, Edmund Pillsbury
John Green, Stephen Bogers, Barnard Currier'
John Warner, Samuel Pdrce, Ephraim Carter'
Samuel Moory, William Cooper, Abel French, '
James Moory, HumphryPelrce, Benjamfn Clough,
Phtllp Raley, Moses PeIrce, Abel Brown,
Tnstram Cheney, H. Pearce, N. Noye~,
John Cheney, Thomas Shepherd, Thomas Pexbnry
Joseph Boy~, Richard Filts, Merrill Flanders,'
Daniel MIltlmor, Nathan Fit:s, Onesiphorus Page
AI,:xand€r Jameson, Eljpttelet Merrill, Richard C. Fland:rs,
WIlham SInJth, James Hedlock, Richard Collins
James Aiken, Philip Flanders, Philip Osgood, '
Isaac Butterfield, Jacob Jones, Ezekiel French
Robert Rogers, Jo.siah Sawyer, Joseph Jones, Jl;n.,
James Gregg, Richard Sawy€r, Joseph Jones,
Alexander ~arker, Israe~ Sawyer, Joseph Merrill,
James Hoplnns, EzekIel Clou~h, Sen., Barnard Flanders,
James Duncan, Nath~n Curr,ler, Philip Flanders,
Matthew Templeton, Challis Curfler, Thomas Currier
Morish Lynch, J~hn Currier, Jonathan Trasa,'
John Dnncan, Rtchard Currier Benjamin Brown
Robert.Duncan, Levis Hedlock, ' Enoch Page, '
P. WhIte, Ja~ob Barnard, Richard GlUle
Henry French, John Pilsbery, Moses French:
Henry Erench, Jun., Enos George, Jacob Dole,
James French, Parker Flanders, Daniel PaO'e
Obadiah French, Ebenezer Colby Ebenezer :?-;'~nch Jr
D~niel French, Ezekiel Fjander~, Henry'Trull, . .,

Elihu French, Tlmolhy Flanders, Benjamin Barnard,
Isaac Brown,. D:lniel Jones, . JosIah Flanders,
Reuben Curner, NICholas Curner, Eliphelet M€rrill, Jr.,
R?bert Long, . Nathaniel Rowell, Daniel Colby,
Timothy Huntmgton, Josiah Dole, William ClouO'h.
NathaTIlel Flanders, '"
Provided that the act or advice of the said Continental

C0!lgress be complied with respecting Minute-men, I sub-

. sCribe, MOSES FLANDERS.

Agreeable to the within, we have desired the males in said
Town. to siiSn the Declara.tion on this paper. It.hath been
comphcd wIth by all so desIred, excepting those whose names
are hereafter mentioned: Jeremiah Flanders, Josiah Flan-
ders, Jeremiah Flanders, Jun., Christopher Flanders.

ABEL FRENCH, }JOSEPH MERRILL, Selectmen.

Colony of New-Hampshire, ~
Southampton, June 24, 1776. f

SIGNERS IN STRATHAM.

Daniel Clark, William Chase, Samuel Lane, Jun.
Andrew French, Jun., Daniel French, Benjamin Green,

'

Samuel Fostcr, JOS11U3Lane, James Kelley,
John Dearburn, J. Stevens, Moses Ch,,~e,
SImon \Viggm, Samuel Goodwin, Joseph Fifield,
Nicholas Rawliugs, Joshua Rawlins, Samuel CaJley,
Mark Wiggin, John Rohmson, Edward Mason,
Abraham TIJton, JU:<linWiggin, John Rundlett,
Joshna Avery, Wheler Burly, William CalJey,
Samuel PipEr, AlidrewWiggin, Jun., Jonathan Ltavitt,
Dudly L, Chase, Ju,eph Ma~on, Jnn., WiJliam Mcore,
Stephen Cate>, Juseph Smith, Richard Rust,
David Smith, Pwl Butley, Waltcr Wiggin,
Noah Wiggin, John Taylor, Cotton Dockum,
F.,�:sha Freneh, Jonathan Rawlings, Jo,eph HanrJersolJ,
Samuel Giles, Francis Mason, Jude Allen, Jun.,
Samuel Boynton, David JewelJ, Henry Moore,
Jo.-eph Clark, Jun., BEnjamin Leavitt, Juhn Stockbridge Jr.,
Benjamin Barker, Edward Taylor, WlI1iam POllIe, '
Samuel Lane, Jotham Rawlitrs, Andrew French,
Joseph Adams, Jun, Taytor Clark, John Avery,
Justin Wiggin, Jun., Jacub Runrllet, William French,
Thomas Odel, Jon3than Hoil, Richard Wi!!gin,
Wmlhrop Wiggin, Ezra Barker, Solomon Smith, Jun.,
John Stockbridge, Jonathan Robinson, Samuel Smith,
Jonathan Piper, Jun., Frederick MernJl, Da vid Robinson,
Jonathan Levit, Jun., Josiah Lea vitt,

.
Benjamin Merrill,

Chase Wiggin, Jo,es Randall, James Merrill,
Daniel Pickerin, Matthew Jame,on, WilJiom Pottle, Jun.,
John Piper, '\IIlilJiam Callyin, Jo~iah Allen,
baacGoss, Jonathan Sibley, Joseph M"rril1,
Bickford Kenni801J, David Haniford, Andr,ow Wiggin, 3d
Henry Kennison, Joseph Norris, Sarge~nt Whitcher, '
John Fo~s, 'VVillinm French, Joseph Clark,
Joseph Hi]], Isaac Leavitt, l~rael Stockbridge
John Crockett, S?ml1el Chapman, Jacob Jewell, '
Samu!'l Piper, Jun., Jo:;hua'Vingate, Abraham Stockbrid,ye
David Crockett, JO'l'ph Thirston, Nathaniel Wiggin '3d
John Burley, Daniel Jrwell, Thomas Vesey, J;.,

I

Samuel Wiggin, John Smkler, Jonathan Piper,
Joseph Adams, Jonathan Chase, Jun., Ephraim Crocket
Johr~ Lupy, . Sa,muel Leavitt, William Bilagh, 'DanIel Mason, Tnomas VeasEY, Jobn Juannirs.
William Moor, Sen.,

Agreeable to the instructions given lIS, we, the Selectmen

a~d ~ommi~tee, have done all in our po~er. for the purpose
~Ithm mentIoned; and all the persons wltlnn are voluntary
sIgners.

SIMON WIGGIN,

1

DANIEL CLARK,

JONATHAN WIGGIN, Selectmen and
MOims CLARK, Committee.
NICHOLAS RAWLINGS'

JJONATHAN ROBINSON,

Stratham, September 3, li76.

Ebpnezer Barkcr, Jacob Low, Samnel Pottel
Nathan Barker, Enoch Merrill, Benjamin Pip~r,
Moses Clark, EiJ)'lh Meader, Richard Scammon,
Jonathan Chase, Thomas Moore, Richard Sinck!ear,
John Clark, Cornet Thos. Moore, Isaac Stockbrid"e
Edward Chase, Wdliam Moore, 3d, Nathaniel Ste"~j;,
James Darborn, Exeter Moore, Stephen Thruston,
Capt. Joseph Hoyt, Jcseph Mason, Andrew Wigajn
Daniel Hoyt, Capt. Gporge March, Samnel Wig~n: Jr.,
Jooeph Hoag,. Er!orh MprTlH, Jun., Joseph Wiggin,
N. I-Io~g, (a Fnend.) NICholas Mermer, Nathaniel Wig!!in .Jr.
John Hill,

. Nathaniel Piper, Rev. Pain Wm'ga;e '
'William Hash, Stephen Piper, Doct. Sam. Shephar'a,
Jonathan Jewett, Nathan PIper, Nalhaniel '\'Viggin.

The above namef are those that refuse to sign the Asso-
ciation paper. From your humble servants,

SIMON WIGGIN,

1

DANIEL CLARK,

JONATHAN \VIGGIN, Selectmen and
MosEs CLARK, Committee.
NICHOI,AS RAWLINGs'

JJONATHAN ROBINSON,

Slrath:lm, September 3, 17i6.

SIGNERS IN SURRY.
,,, olston Brockway, Thomas Smith, Obadiah Wilcox
J<)shua Dane, Peter Hayward, Thomas Reddin~
Samuel Sm1lh, Ich~bod Smith, Trisley Chapin

!o,

Nathan Hayward, Obadiah 'V tIcox, Job Gleason'
Jonatban Carpenter, Tbomas Dane, Job Gleason', Jun.,
Junathan Smllh, J"ohua Fuller, Abner Skinner
Abia Crane,. William Barran, Aaron Chapin:
Jonathan SmIth, Moses \Vare, Htram Chapin
Samuel McCurdy, John Marvin, Comelin' Smith
John McCurdy, Delebarn Dcle]ance, Thpmas Harvey'
William Hayward, Abel Allen, Jo~hua Fuller, inn,
Joseph WhJlney, Eliphelel Darte, Nathan Carpenter
Joshna Darte, Ebenezer Daniels, Benjamin Cl\rpcnt~)",
Nathamel Darle, Moses D. Field, Charles RicE>.

In compliauce with the witllin refiuest, we have offered
the same to every person required, and no one has refused
to sign it.

OBADIAH WILCOX,

}
THOlIIAS HARVEY, Selectmen.
THOMAS DARTE,

.Provin<:,e of New-Hampshire, Chesbire, ~
SantY, May 31, A. D., 1776. S
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SIGNERS IN TEMPLE.

'Ve, the subscribers, do hereby solemnly profess our entire
willingness, at the risk of our lives and fortunes, with arms,
to oppose the hostile attempts of the .British fleets and
am1ies against the United American Colonies, whenever,
and to such a degree as such attempts of Britain may rc-
qUIre.

Joshua Todd, Elias Co\burn, Ephraim Brown,
Nathaniel Ball, Robert Fletcher, Benjamin Cragin,
Ezekiel Goodals, Peter Wheeler, Jun., Caleb Maywuod,
Francis Blood, John Craigm, Jun., Ebenezer Cobb,
Stephen Garlin, Ephraim Heald, John Stile"
Samuel Webster, Slepheo Putman, Zebediah Dinson,
Gershom Drury, Ebenezer Darny, Enos Goodale,
Oliver Heald, Joseph Heald, George Start,
Peler Wheeler, Jushu:> Foster, John Slart,
Ezekiel Jewet, Isaac Brewe, David Fuller,
Archelaus Curnmings, Stephen Cobb, Joshu~ FillS,
Peter Felt, 'William Drury, Seth Cobb,
Zachariah Emery, David Townsend, Abijah Goo:d,
Zedekiah Drurey, Amos Emery, Jacob Foster,
Benj~min Byames,' Benjamin Tenney, Eliot Powers,
Jonathan Avery, ZebediahJobnson, Dand Spaffi,rd,
Juhn Everett, Silas R. Stil'kney, Abraham Dinsmore,
Silas Angier, Juhn Brown, Archelaus "Vlllson,
Edward Spafford, Joseph Richardson, Aaron Felt,
John Crogin, Peter Heald, Gideon Powers,
Aaron Marspal1, Jonathan Drury, Elijah Mansfield,
Thomas Marshall, Benjamin Cutter, Daniel How,
Abraham Shelden, William Manson, Timothy Atten,
Caleb Bancroft, Samuel Bernap, John Patten,
Francis P. Cragin, Jpseph Richards, Nathaniel Shattuck,
Jonathan Morse, Samuel Howard, Stephen Sanders,
Peter Davis, Samuel Holt, Andrew Lane,
James Fosler, Josiah Stone, Peter Brown.

The following .persons rcfuse to sign any Association to
defend America by arms against the hostile attempts of Bri-
tain: Joseph Putnam, Jacob Putman, and Joseph Gibbs.

JOHN CRAGIN,

}
.

OLIVER HEALD, Selectmen of Temple.
GEORGE START,

To the General Assembly, or Comm~ttee of Safety, for
New-Hampshire.

'\Ve produced to the inhabitants of this Town, in Town-
meeting, the paper proposed by the Committee of Safety
to be signed by the inhabitants of this Colony. Few, if
any, of the inhabitants, were willing to engage and promise
as there proposed, to oppose, by arms, to the utmost of their
power, the hostile attempts of the British flccts and armies,
as this seemed to the inhabitants plainly to imply far more
than any common inlistment into the service, even engaging
as soldiers directly and during the continuance of the war.
As to exerting {)Urselves faithfully wh.en engaged, this, at
least, was within the compass of our power; but it did not
appear to the inhabitants pl1ldent or necessary for any, or
in any derrree lawful, for all thus to engage. Tlw town di-
rectly ado~)ted the form of Association signed on this paper,
which they and we hope, expresses all required by the Ge-
neral Congress.

JOHN CRAGIN,

!

OLIVER HEALD, Selectmen of Temple.
GEORGE START,

SIGNERS 1N WAKEFIELD.

David Copp, Nathaniel Mardogh, Stephen Hawkens,
Nathaniel Balch, Juhn Wingate, Joseph Sanbarn,
Samuel Willey, John Cook, Joseph Leavit,
John "Ventworth, Eliphelet Philbrook, Robert Hardy,
Joseph Perkins, Benjamin Philbrook, Nathaniel Cook,
Simeon Dearborn, Richard York, Thomas Parkins,
John Horne, Samuel Sherburne, Jonathan Palmer,
Joseph Matcham, Samu~1 Hains, Jonathan Copp,
Daniel Hall, Jeremiah Lleman, Samuel Saunders,
Ebenezer Cook, Andrew Lieman, John Kimball,
Jacob Wiggin, Jere. Liem3n,Jun., Rest Ktmeser,
William Moor, John Gilman, Clement Steele,
William Blasdell, Jonathan Gilman, ClementSteele, Jun.,
Richard York, Jona.Gilman,Jun., SamuelAllcn,
John CHr, Noah Kimball, Ahner Allen,
John 'Wels, Benjamin Perkins, Josiah Page,
David Ham, Josiah "\Viggin, Tobias Hanson,
Elisha Piper, John York, Simeon Wi1{gin,
Samue1 Allen, Jun., Joseph Hains, Reuben DavIs,
Nathaniel Balch,Jun., Samuel Hall, Henry Robcns.
E1iphelet Q.uimby, Moses Cepps,

According to the request of the honourable Committee of
Safety for the Colony of New-Hampshire, this instrument
has been presented to the inhabitants of this Town, and uni-
versally approved of and signed by them.

JACOB WIGGIN, }C' l tN 1\1 Qe ec men.ATHAN . URDOGH,
Wakefield, September II, 1776.

SIGNERS IN WEARE.

William Dnsten, Samuel Caldwell,
Wliliam'Vhitker, Jo'eph Hadlock,
Muses Cnrrier, Joseph Q.nembe,
E. Ferrin, Daniel Hadley,
A,a Whitcher, Selb Thomson,
Timolhy Clough, Benjamin Flanders,
Timothy Bnxtlery, John Newell,
Jonathan Atwood, Tllnothy Corles,
Caleb Atwood, Joseph Hadlock,Jun.,
EhenMudget, David MouJton,
Aaron Quimbe, John Mudget,
baac Tri,lin,v, Jo,eph Emons,
Moses Q.uimbe,' J"hn Simons,
Jesse Clement, Ebenezer Bailey,
Samuel Selley, Philip Hoit,
Jonathan Wad lock , Nathan Gram,
Samuel Rasman, Daniel Galigher,
Jonathan 'V 001nily, Jacob G rqves,
Samuel Ordnay, Isaac Ransdell,
John Col1y, Jun., Jo,iah Crown,
Thomas E'm. ,n, Joseph Huntoon,
Jes~e Bailey, Moscs Huyt, Jun.,
Daniel Bailey, Jacob Tuxburv,
Timothy Worthley, Nicodemus Watson,
Slephen Emer>on, Samuel Worthen,
E. Cram, John Ardoway,
Elijah Gove, Daniel Gonld,
Caleb Whitaker, Joseph Dalis,
Isaac Sargent, Moses Folonsbury,
Thomas \Vorthly, Joseph Wet-ster,
Timothy George, John Corley,
Joseph Huse, Jonathan Martain,
Peter RogeTs, Jnn., Nathan Goul,
Jnshua McFie!d, John Huntington,
Samuel Brockeibank, Thomas Colhy,
Ephraim Emerson, Jedediah Cram,
Geilrge [-Ioyt, Timothy Colis,'Jnn.,
Moses Huyt,. Moses Flood,
Joaathan Clement, John Fair,
Ezra Cleme'tlt, Simeon Hovey,
JOlham Tnltle, James Emerson,
Mark Flood, "Varde Emerson,
Philip Sargeant, William Q.uemby.

Thomas "V ortl ey,
John Robie,
Ephratm Jones,
Sabbem, Emery,
Jttsse Blake,
John Blalre,
Ezekiel Kimball,
Thomas Kimball,
Ezekiel Carr,
Thomm, Evans,
"\Vinthrop Clnugh,
Benjamin Silly,
Jelemiah Page,
Samuel AFr,
Benjamin Page,
Nathaniel Wed,
Ezra Pil"bery,
Davi! Parson,
lLha1l1ar Eaton,
Reuben Martain,
Samuel Straw,
Obadiah Eaton,
Abner Hoit,
brael Straw,
Samuel Paige,
Lemuel Paige,
Jonathan Pai~e,
Samuel Paige, Jun.,
Enoch Sweat,
Robcrt Alcock,
Paul Dusten,
Caleb Emery,
John Muzzey,
John \Vorth,
Joseph Kimball,
Samuel Philbrick,
Jabez Morrill,
Simon Perkins,
Nat,han Cram, Jon.,
Dndley Chase,
Jo.nathan Blasdel1,
John "V ebster,
Joseph George,
Elijah Green,

To the Honourable Committee of Safety of this Colony:
Whereas, we, thc Selectmen of Weare, have caused this

Declaration to be signed by a number of men who appear
to be well associated to defend by arms the United Colonies,
against the hostile attempts. of the British fleets and arrnjes.

JOHN ROBIE } Wi.J 1\'1 ' Selectmen of eare.ABEZ If ORRILL,

Colony of New-Hamp hire, 'Weare, June 6, 1776.

To the Honourable Committee of Safety of this Colony:

GEJ'iTLEMF.N:Whereas, we, the Selectmen of TVeare, have
received a Declaration from you to sign by the inhabitants of
said TFearc; we have acted according to the orders of the
Declaration. '\Ve make rcturn of all who refuse to sirrn the.
Declaration, a list of their names on this paper.

0

JOHN ROBIE, }C' l , ,/,
T1'

J 1\ 1 Qe ectmen 0,/ t'reare.
ABEZ n ORRILL, .

CoJony of New-Hampshire, Weare,Jl1ne 6,1776.

A list of men's names called Quakers:
Jonathan Dow, John Gove, Edmund Jonson,
Daniel Page, Samuel Collings, James Buxton,
Nathaaiel Peaslee, John Gove,Jun., Joseph Parkins,
Silas Peaslee, Johnson Gove, John Chase,
Benjamin Peaslee, Stephen Gove, Samuel Hovy,
Jonathan Peaslee, Daniel Gove, Sam tiel Hunttnton,
Ebenezer Peaslee, Kisha Gove, Samnel Bailey,
CalebPeas'ee, Jedediah Dow, John Jewell, Jun.,
Isaiah Green, Ebenezer Bteed, George Hadley,
J,aiah Green, Jun., Zepbaniah Breed, N~thaniel Curtis,
Elijah Porenlon, Jonalhan Estes, Abraham Meloon,
Hezekiah Purentotl, Jonathan Osborn, Asa Heath,
Jeremiah Green, John HIJdgedon, Joseph Webster, Jun.
Michael Green, Enoch Jonson,

SIGNERS IN WEST1\IORELAND.

Jonathan Holton, David Britton, Thos. Chamber]ain
IWIlliam Hutchins, Ezelqel Woodward, Henry Wallon,

Israel A.mesbury, Nathaniel Wilbore, Harrideu Wheeler,
Daniel Whitman, William Britton, Zephaniah Leach,
Able! Eddy, David Silbure, Josiah Leach, Jr.,
Isaac Cobb, Benjamin Aldrich, Jeremiah Leach,
Daniel Cobb, LUlher Bailey, Enos Burt,
James Butterfield, Rnger Conent, Jede. Chamberlain,
Benjamin Peire, John Snow, Josiah Dodge,
Eb':nezer Brotton, Stephen Dutton, Caleb Briggs,
Ebenezer B~iley, Benjamin Gusen, Jonathan Cole, Jr.,
Joseph "\Vilborn, Jonathan Willis, Aaron Chandler,
Henry Chamberlain, Seth Britton, Ebenezer Robbins,
Abner Howe, J"nas Butterfield, David Johnson,
Joseph Packerd, Artemns Wilt, Daniel Jobn,on,
DilVid Wathenell, Ephraim "Velherel, Ebpnezer Pierce,
Ephraim Leonard, Ephraim 'Varner, Daniel Pierce,
Jacob Leach, Jonathan Sawyer, Waitstill Scott,
Jo,eph Burt, Caleb Aldrich, Amos Peirce,
Ebenezer Knowlton, Samuel Howe, Elias Gates,
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Nathan Franklin.
Edmund Guodenow,
James Gleson.
John Warner,
Joshua Warner,
Micah Reed,
Eleazer Robins, Jun.,
Daniel Bla' hard,
M(hes Brown,
Daniel Wmchester,
Jonathan Winchester,
Robert Robins,
Elijah Temple,
Archelaus Temple,
Isaac Leach.
Josiah Leach,
James Chamberlain,
Jonathan Cooper,
Reuben Tarbell,
Philip Wilbor,
Seth Lf'ach,
Isaac Chamberlain,
T. Bowen.

John Chamberlain, Shorebah Leach,
William Brickway, Philip Wbilbur. 2d,
Joseph White, John Ranstead.
John Cole, Daniel Johnson,
John Scott, David Robins,
Nahnm Goodenow, William Day,
Noah Whitman, Witting Johnson,
Nehemiah Maw. David Stacey.
Gideon Burnham. Gideon Gilhert,
Jeremiah Tinkham, Moses 'While,
Ephraim Robbins. Asa Goodenow.
Joshua Warner, Jun., David Robinson,
David Darby, John Doyl,
Reuben Kendal, Ephraim Brown,
Israel Goodenow, Job Warner,
Josiah Hacket, Joseph Boynton,
Jonas Rubbins, Alexander Trotber,
Nathaniel Daggett, Seth Gilbert,
Samuel WorJis, John Robbins,
Jona. Goodenough, Samuel How,
Jonathan Cole, 3d, Jonah Edson,
John Verey, Benjamin Rogers,
Moses Bennet, Jeptha Dows,
Fortunatus Giesen, Daniel Keys.

COLONY OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE:
In obedience to this Declaration, that we received fi'om

your Honours, we proceeded according to your directions,
and the persons' names annexed are those that refuse to
sign this Declaration on your paper: Mr. William Goddard,
Leonard Keep, Job Chamberlain, Aaron Brown, Daniel
Gates, and John Butterfield.

BENJAMIN PEIRE,

}
Cf le t ifoe c men 0

EBENEZER BRITTIN, U7 t l dH 1\ 1 rYes more an .
EBER HILLER,

Westmore1and, June 12,1776.

SIGNERS IN WILTON.

Hart Balch, Ebenezer Perry, Elisha Hudson,
Daniel Batchelder, Benjamin Parker, Amos Fuller,
Joshua Blanchard, Henry Parker. David Kmney,
Ephraim Baker, Archelaus Wilkins, William Brown,
Jonathan Burton, Jonathan Hartshorn, Stephen Blanchard,
Ebenezer Chandler, Snnon Keys, James Dascome,
Jeremiah HoJt, John Brown, Rkhard Whitney,
Joseph Snow, Joseph Abbot, John Dale,
Damel Barker, Caleb Putman, William Peirce,
William Abbot, Nathaniel Greele, Samuel Shelden,
George Coburn, Nathaniel Putman, Silas Bus~,
Benjamin Rideout, John Breston. George Hutchinson,
Jeremiah Abbot, John Stevens, Phineas Farrington,
George Blanchard, haac Peabody, Jun., William Abbot, Jun.,
Theodore Hovens, Timothy Dale. Jonathan Greele,
Uriah Smith, Abraham Butterfield, Abijah Perry,
Ephraim Peabody, Enoch Fuller, Abiel Holt,
Abner Stiles, Jonathan Parkhurst, Alexander Milliken,
Thomas Lewis, Timothy Gray. Jun., Stephen Buss,
Jonathan Livermore, Timothy HaIl, Joseph Stiles,
Joseph Holt, John Keyes. Samuel Lovejoy.
Abiel Abbot, Fifield Ha!l, Heury Lovejoy,
John Bunon, Jun., William Goldsmith, Benjamin Blanchard,
Jonathan Martin, Johu Dale, Jun., Jonathan Cram,
N. Ballard, William Boyl, ArchelausPitman,Jr.,
Joseph Abbot, Jr., Daniel Kinney. John Burton,
Benjamin Steel, Amos Holt, Jacob Purnam, Jun.,
David Blanchard, Thomas RusseJJ, Daniel Holt,
Uriah Pollord, Joseph Holt, Jun., Stephen Butterfield,
J ames Perry, Ebenezer Cram, Ezra Johnson,
Richard King, Joseph Phelps, Bartholomew Stevens,
Abraham Burton, Joseph Cram, WIlliam Grimes,
Isaac Peabody, Joseph Butterfield, James Grimes,
Timothy Gray, Sen., Ashly Morgan, Robert Walherspoone,
John Cram, Josiah Parker. . John Craig,
John Cram, Jun., Ebenezer Brown, Robert Craig,
Nathan Hasseltine, Amos Coburn, Samuel Sharley.
Thomas Towne, Fifield Holt, Jun., James Sharley,
Nathaniel Hasseltine, Simeon Holt, Alexander Sharley,
William Patterson, Philip Putnam, John McFarfand,
Samuel Hutchinson, Jacob Abbot, Samuel Webster.
Jacoh Putnam, Timothy Holt, William Letch.
William Boyl, Joel Taylor.

COLONY OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE:
In obedience to the within resolve of the Committee of

Safety for the Colony of New-Hampshire, we, the sub-
scribers, have desired aU males, above twenty-one years of
age, that are inhabitants of the Town of Wilton, to sign to
the within Declaration, and but two have refused or ne-
glected to sign, viz: Captain Ephraim Butterfield and Ar-
chelaus Putnam, whose names we hereby return to the Ge-
neral Court, or Committee of Safety, for the aforesaid Colo-
ny, in obedience to the within direction.

RICHARD T AYT.OR }J A ' Selectmen Oif Wilton.ACOB DAMS,

Wilton, June 3, 1776.

SIGNERS IN WINCHESTER.
t!!amnel Ashley, Nathaniel '\Vilder, Nathan Twitchel,
Ebenezer Alexander, William Dodge, Samuel Verv,
Nathaniel Rockford, Benjamin Wilson, Alex.ander McDowell,

Reuben Alexander, Elijah Dodge, Jun., Amos Willard,
WilJiam Humphrey, Asa Alexander, Francis Very,
Gaius Field, Ebenezer Scott, John Atkin,
Elijah Dodge, Abraham Hall, Joseph Marbel,
WIlliam Holmes, Nehemiah Houghton. Samuel Bond,
Henry Bond, James Latham, David Cady,
Israel Stord, Thomas H ubrings ,J r., Adonija h Fasset,
ElIjah HoughtOn, Ziba Ward, Elihu Field,
J"ho Higgans, Stephen Franklin, Isaac Huchins,
Ebenezer Taylor, Henry Miles, Moses Fray,
Juseph Stowel, Samuel Wr,ght, Benjamin Freeman,
Reuben Rockwood, Isaac Scott, Joshua Whitemore,
Nath. Lawrence, Jr., James Frank]in, Theodore Watkins,
IchaborJ Franklin, Dar.iel Smith, Thomas Hutchens,
Abljah Carpenter, John Alexander, Ezra Parker,
Daniel Owen, Joseph Latham, Jeremiah Pratt,
Samuel Scott, Joshua Field, Zebulon Streeter,
joseph Bright, John Butler, Jun., Nehemiah Healy,
John Curtis, Henry Foster, Seth Alexander,
Nalhanid Chase, Samue] Healy, Stephen Belding,
Jeremiah Hatch, David Perry, J(lsiah Stebbins,
John Stearns, John Hilhage, Abel Hammond,
John Peirce, Jun., Samuel Fasset, Ezekiel Keney
Asahel Jewell, Haskiel Lawrence, I~rael Field, 'Seth Brett, Stetson Holmes, Robert Newton,
Philip Goss, Daniel A"hley, Seth Pratt, Jun,
lchab"d Franklin, Jr., Nal haniel Oak, Moses Belding,
Andrew Putnam, Wait.still Field, Amasa BUlt,
Simon Chamberlain, Ebenezer Scott, Jun., Gersham Dinsmore,
Zachariah Field, Jonathan Wood, Amaziah Robards,
Arthur Latham, Elisha Smith, Stephen Putman.
James Whitney,

COLOJlo"'YOF NEW-HAMPSHIRE:
According to the within resolve of the General Congress,

we called a meeting, and it appears that all the before men-
tioned signers have agreed to stand by the within Covenant.

\VILLIAM HUMPHREY,

~

Cf l tI S oe ec menSRAEL TOWELL, .
Winchester, June 3, 1776.

Enoch Stowel absent, Asa Rockwood sick. We suppose
they are willing to sign the within Covenant.

WILLIAlIl HUMPHREY' }Sl tISRAEL STOWEL, e ec men.

Winchester, June 3, 1776.

Col. Josiah Willard. Benj.Melven.Jun., John Gould,
Rev. Micah Lawrence,Simeon Willard, Thomas Gould,
Pare I Richardson, .Elijah Willard, Ebenezer KiJlom,
Capt. Samuel Smith, Prentice Willard, Samson Willard.
Benjamin Melven, Benjamin Wnght, John Peirce.

The above returned names refuse to sign the within Co-
venant.

'\V ILLIAM HUMPHREY, }ISRAEL STOWEL, Selectmen.

Winchester, Jnne 3,1776.

SIGNEIlS IN WINDHAlIl.
Hugh Graham, Jnn., Benjamin Thorn, Alex. Richey Jun.
William G~epg, Jun., Rohert Mcilvaine, David Davids'on, '
Alexander mcCay, John Clyde, Nehemiah Hadley,
John Campbell, Alexander Park, Alexander Wilson
Henry Campbell, Joseph Smith, Hugh Brown'
Robert Park, James Brierlv, James Caldw~lI
Da:,i~ Gregg, Alexander Morrow, Davitl Currier, '
William Gregg, John Cochran, David Armstrong,
David Gregg, Jun., James Cochran, John Armstrong.
Thomas Gregg, Robert Dinsmore, Samuel Wilson,
.Tame;;Campbell, William Rowell, Ebenczer Hall
Arthur Darrah, William Jameson, John Ryel, .

AI~x~nder ~regg, Isaac Cochran, Hugh Clyd,
Wilham Dwsmore, Th0!llas Jameson, John Wilson,
John Cochra.n, Jun., Daniel Hop~ins, Simon WiJliams,
Alennder .Slmpson, Robert Sonlu, Peter MerriJI,
Jolin Mornson, Jeffi~ry Donnough, Peter MerriJI, Jun.,
Adam Templeton, James Gilmore. James Wilson,
Nath'l Hemphill, Jr., George Wilson, Alexander Richey,
Alitn Hopkins, Moses DUly, Hugh Graham
Thomas Wilson, James Dinsmore, John McCay, '
Daniel McGarvin, William Dicken, Thomas McCay,
George DavIdson, John Armstrong, Jun., James Davidson,
James Betton. Samuel Mornson, Samnel Camrbell
John Anderson, Andrew Park, William She( , 'Joseph Clyd, A1.e~andel' Park, Henry .Campbell,
John Dtn,~more, W.tlliam Thorn, Nathantel HemphiJI,
John D~vtdson, Timothy Ladd, Robert Hemphill.
John Simson, Timothy Ladd, Jun., Gain Armonr,
William Simson, E]iphel~t Ladd, . John Morrow,
Samuel McAdam, Andrew Armor, John MIlJer.
Isaac Thorn, Robert Spear,

To the Honourable Committee of Safety of this State:
The foregoing request hath been presented.
Observed, notwithstanding, that Lieutenant Abraham,

Reed, Matthew Reed, and Amos ~Merrill, have refused or
neglected to sign the foregoing Declaration.

ALEXANDER WILSON,

~

SAMUEL MOIlRISON, Selectmen.

-NEHEMIAH HADLEY,

State of New-Hampshire, l
Windham, August 26,1776.5
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JACK THOMPSON TO S. BURLING.
St. Eustatia, April 13, 1776.

SIR: I wrote you the 9th instant via ltlaryland, to the
care of Mr. Clement Bifldle, Merchant, in Philadelphia, in
whose hands I begged you long since to keep letters for me,
as he would have more frequent opportunities to forward
them than you from New- York; they having four pi]ot-
boats in this trade, and they outsai] every ship they meet
with.

The sloop H!harton and Captain Porter are out, from
this, nine weeks; no account of them. David 1t[orris and
two others, who sailed three weeks after them, are safe
arrived in Philadelphia. Am very uneasy about Mount,
and still I am very certain he was not taken in the West-
Indies. We have daily ad vices from most of the Is]ands ;
but in case she is arrived, and not in your power to send her
out again with safety, (which I shou~d be very sorry for,) in
that case, you and T. G. must be mmdful of the remittance,
and believe it would be as easy to make from Philadelphia,
if not more so, than fi'om New- York. The merchants
there ha\'e large sums owing them at St. Kitts and Anti-
gua, and the factors want to remit; and T. Sf A. no doubt
would think hard of a disappointment, particu]arly at this
time, when they have fathered so many American vessels,
and they all want cash.

I apprehend you will have a warm summer, as all the
troops have quitted Boston for New- York; and the prepara-
tion you are making, I hope, will enable you to give them
a warm reception. I am astonished the merchants at New-
York, Philadelphia, and other places on the Continent, do
not fit out privateers as in last war, with commissions from
CowJress, to take all vessels coming from, or going to, Eu-
rope: from any part of the world whatever, as English bot- TO THE INHABITANTSOF VIRGINIA.
toms. The Admiral has given two commissions at Antigua l\h COUNTRYMEN:The fears of many lest we should not
and one at Dominica, to vessels fitted out by the merchants be able to provide sufficient funds for the support of an ex-
and planters, to take all Ameri~an vessels they can meet pensive war, has been the reason why they have been so
with; and I must say, I do wish the Americans would return reluctant to break that connection with Britain which has
the compliment. If two or more privateers were once to been the source of so many evils, and may probably incline
appear in the West-Indies, all kinds of produce, particularly them to spend that time in negotiation which they ought to
sugar and rum, would fall twenty-five per cent. employ in action; but a little attention to the advantages

Since we had advice of the fleet sailing from Philadel- that we shall derive from unrestrained commerce, may dissi-
phia, the shippers to Eunpe offer ten per cent. against pate their fears, and point out to them an ample compensa-
American privateers only, and many of the merchants who tion for all the expenses, the dangers, and the toils of the war.
have written for insurance, expect to be disappointed. I shall only produce the trade of this Colony as an exam-

By a vessel from Madeira, we are advised that three pIe; with which you are best acquainted. This has hitherto
outward-bound Indiamen were laying there, waiting for con- been almost wholly managed by foreigners, and in foreign
voy, with large quantities of wine on board; and I am very bottoms; and will be so again, if, by any negotiation, our
well convinced if a few privateers were sent into these seas, enemies can betray or bribe us to an accommodation on
it would prevent any sugars being shipped this season, they their own principles. You are without merchants, ships,
are so damnably frightened since these few vessels sailed seamen, or ship-builders; and thus want several veryabun-
from Philadelphia. dant sources of wealth, as well as nurseries of arts, and of

Twenty-nine sail of transports under convoy passed here numerous useful subjects to the State. Your trade is con-
last Saturday, from Antigua, with t!'OOPSand store~ for the fincd to a single spot on the globe, in the hands of the na-
Army that was at Boston. Rum]s very plenty m every tives of a distant Island, who fix the market of aU commo-
Island, eighteen and twenty pence per gallon. The trans- dities at their pleasure, and we may be very sure will rate
ports have taken in a large quantity at St. Kitt.~ and An- yours at the lowest, and their own at the highest prices,
tigua, which kept the price at two shillings and six pence. they will in any conscience bear. Every article of mer-
Lumber is forty pounds per thousand; and in making sugar- chandise, that is not the produce of Britain, must first pay
hogsheads, every second stave is ~ade out of boards brought its duties to the Crown, perhaps must be increased in the
from Egg-Barbour, and they will not have hogsheads for price a very large advance per cent. there, and then be re-
rum nor molasses; and the Congress would do right to for- exported to Virginia, and undergo an additional advance of
bid any lumber being shipped from any part of the Conti- seventy-five, and sometimes near one hundred and fifty per
nent. And a few privateers to windward, to pick up the cent. here. This disadvantage is felt much more sensibly
Irish vessels with beef and pork, would be the plan; and by those who are acquainted with the trade of the Northern
twenty or thirty sugar-ships convoyed in safety to any part of Colonies, where they are not altogether so shamefully gulled
America, would be glorious prizes; and then to sell the car- as we have been from the first plantation of this Colon'y.
goes on reasonable terms, woul~ ena?le the Congress to You can there buy linens and broadcloths from the retail
carryon a war for seven years, If theIr vessels were con- merchants at the same price your factors here tell you they
stantly kept cruising. I am very wel! convinced every obtaih them at prime cost in Britain. By this means you
English Island in the West-Indies would be ruined in three fairly lose seventy-five pounds cUlTency on everyone hun-
years; and you may be assured if some such plan is not dred pounds sterling worth of merchandise you import from
adopted by the Congress, America is ruined. The Army Great Britain that is not native to that country. If we
at Boston is constantly supplied with bread, flour, wine, suppose your 'imports from thence annually to amount to
rum, molasses, gin, beef, and pork, from the 1Vest-India seven hundred thousand pounds sterling, (which can be no
Islands, and that will continue to be tI?e case, let the Army extravagant supposition,) and suppose upon one half of that
go where they will, unless they receive a check fi'om the sum you l03e in the proportion which I have already men-
privateers. tioned, there will be lost two hundred and sixty-two thou-

The great Mr. Burle, who was taken last winter going sand five hundred pounds per annum, which might be
into Boston with a carg~ of rum and sugar, has returned to saved by a free and independent trade; or, to be sure that
Antigua, and is now fittmg and loading three vessell? for the we are within bounds, fix it at two hundred thousand
same purpose. I am exceedingly sorry he made his escape, pounds.

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. v. 58

or was suffered to leave the Continent, as he is concerned in
the two privateers that are fitted out there.

No beef nor pork in market; butter, six pounds twelve
shillings per firkin; tobacco, five pounds per cwt.; rice,
forty shiJljnos; corn, sixteen shillings; pease, none; flour,
twelve pou;ds per barrel, and plenty; hams, eighteen pence
per pound; cheese, eighteen pcnce; sheep and poultry, any
price you will please to ask.

My compliments to friend lIelm and £'lmily, Captain
Rutgers, and others.

I am,
To Mr. S. Burling, New- York.

JACK THOMPSON.

EDMUND RANDOLPH TO VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

""iI1iamsburgh, April 13, 1776.

SIR: It distresses me much that I should be obliged to
refiJse the distinction intended for me by the Congress, in
their appointment of me to the office of JV[ustermaster for:
this District. The citizens of Williamsburgh having elected
me to represent them in Convention, and an ordinance ex-
c]udes all persons holding any military post of profit from
a seat therein, I cannot desert them without the highest vio-
lation of gratitude. I must, therefore, entreat you, sir, to
transmit these my reasons for not entering upon the duties
of the above office, to the Congress, and my sincere ac-
knowledgments for the favoUl'.

I am, sir, with esteem and respect, your most obedient
servant,

EDMUND RANDOLPH.
To the President of the Committee of Safety.
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Let us next advert to the amazing injury you sustain in
the dependant trade, by your merchants being all fon~igners.
This is a situation not peculiar to YOIl,but affects all the
Southern Colonies, from Mnryland to Georgia. I am not
well enough acquainted with the trade of Virginia to know
exactJy how many "foreign houses, or companie~, have an
interest in it, or how many factors are employed by them to
manage it; but I suppose I shall be far enough within
bounds if T say fifty of the former, and two thousand of the
latter. Whether I 'am right or wrong in the numbers, the
principles of my calculation will be equally just, and may
be very easily applied to enlarge and diminish the profit or
loss to the merchant and the country, by rca(lf~rs who are
better acquainted with the subject than I am. It is not un-
reasonable to say, that every house or company makes fifteen
thousand pounds a year, net gain, by the trade of this Colony;
and, consequently, fifty honses will annually export seven
hundred and fifty thousand pounds sterling to Scotland and
England; which will be just so much saved to the Colony,
whenever its own natives shall become its merchants. And
allowing to the factors, on an average, one hundred pounds
each per annum, (as some have much more, and others per-
haps may ha ve less ;) if, out of this annual income, we sup-
pose them to spend thirty pounds in t]J(' country, there will
be seventy pounds a year laid up for their own use, and ex-
pended in Britain, for what they cannot, or do not choose
to plll'chase in America. But because they pay taxes, and
are of some other small service to the Colony as long as
they stay in it, we will rate their gain at ten pounds less,
and :mppose them to lay up sixty pounds a year, which is
so much taken out of the trading stock of this eonntry, and
only waits for a s,:ificicnt addition to be carri()d off and ex-
pended beyond sea. Here is another loss of one hundred
and twenty thousand pounds per annum; and the whole
together amounts to eight hundred and seventy thousand
pounds sterling per annum that we lose by foreign mer-
chants; besides the great number of uscful arts that are
closely connected with the management of commerce by
the natives of any country. How many thousand excellent
servants might be employed in ship-building, in manning
your fleets, in raising and manufacturing all kinds of naval
stores? Reflect a moment on the present condition of
Spain, and on her condition two centuries ago. She pre-
sents us with a striking instance, out of a great number
which Europe, Asia, and Africa aftonl, ~f the ill effects of
resigning her commerce into the hands of foreigners; then
the most opulent and formidable power in Europe, now
among the most despised and neglected; tlwnable to give
laws to almost all the world, (the United .i.Vetherlands were
but an inconsiderable part of her extensive and powerful
Empire,) but now, grown indolent and negligent of com-
merce, even the little Province of Ilolland, in her turn, gives
the laws of the sea to her former mistress.

I am afraid this subject, though very important, begins to
grow dry and unentertaining to the publick. I shall there-
fore produce but one more instance of the loss we sustain by
this dependant trade; and that is in our staple, upon which
the Government of England, and the merchants of Scotland,
have it in their power to put what price they please. At
present we esteem two-pence half-penny per pound, or
about twenty shillings per cwt. a very good average price;
and at this rate a careful planter may keep himself above
want, and have enough besides to pay his taxes, and give a
dinner now and then to a friend. This tobacco is exported
to Britain, and pays seven-pence half-penny sterling duty
per pound, and their merchants make their fortunes out of
It afterwards. The duty that tobacco pays in the British
ports is almost four times the price- it bears in Virginia;
which, by a free trade, and exporting it directly to the coun-
trics that consume it, would be so much clear gain to us.

"The planter, then, instead of twenty shillings, would receive
five pounds per cwt. But, making large- allowance for the
dis(:ouragements that such an article of luxury might be
under in our hands, if we were separated from Britain,
which now consumes a large proportion of it, I shall sup-
pose its common price to be three pounds; that is, forty
shillings mQre than we receive at present. If, then, we sup-
pose that there are annually one hundred and ten million
pounds, or one hundred and ten thousand hogsheads of to-
bacco exported OLitof the Colony, (which, perhaps, is pretty
near the truth,) we shall gain an advantage of two million

two hundred thousand pounds a year, besides half as much
more by the great quantities of hemp, flax, cotton, wheat,
and flour, that are beginning to be raised or manufac-
tured; that will enable my countrymen to be as generous
as their natura] temper inclines them to be, and to pay a tax.
of forty shillings, with greater convenience than they can
pay one of fifteen shillings at present. To present you in
one view the whole of what you Jose by a depenuant trad,~,
and would gain by a determined resolution to emancipaw
yourselves and it into the liberty for which I hope Provi-
dence has designed both, and" to listen to no pretendtod
Negotiation that docs not carry upon her face candor and
fairness, and openly, and without disguise, extend frecdom
in the one hand, while she offers peace in the other:

1st. On imports, as above, £200,000
2d. Merchants' net profits, £870,000

sterling, - (currency)
3d. Planters' gross profits,
4th. On wheat, flour, hemp, flax, &c., at

least half as much; but say, -
5th. That part of the gross profits of the

merchants that will go to artists of
different kjnds, ship-builders, seamen,
makers of sails, cordage, anchors, and
a variety of othertradesmen, must ex-
ceed their net gain; suppose it

1,087,500
2,200,000

1,000,000

1,500,000
---

Sum total, - £5,987,500
That is, it will increase the real property among us anilUaliy
to near six millions. This, in seven years, (by which time
we shall undoubtedly have discharged our part of the Con-
tinental expense) will amount to above forty millions of
pounds currency that we shall be more wealthy than we
should have been if we had continucd dependant on Greclt
Britain, and in the same circumstances that a few years ago
we esteemed very prosperous. I make no allowance f()["the
gradual improvement of commerce, becausc I am willing to
make all my calculations at the lowest rates that things will
bear; and it is very possible that I am now a million or t\\"O
below the truth. Besides, we may let the increased profi ts
of some of the last years of this period balance our unsk il-
fulness and poverty for a few ycars in the beginning of it.
Here is a fund sumcient for defraying all the expcnses th:\t
even the most timorous amongst us can suppose to be neeE.S-
sary for the preservation of our liberties against the a\'arice
of a n~tion much more powerful than the Ellgli.~h, and not
a farthmg of our present property touched. And although
we should not be able to enjoy "an unmolested trade IeJr
several years to come; yet, whenever that desirable period
shall arrive that we slwll be as free as we ought to be, vo~e
shall speedily be able to redeem all the Bills of Credit it
may be found necessary to issue for that purpose. For if
we lay but the moderate tax of a shilling in the pound
(which we should hardly perceive) only on those gains dlUt
will be wholly additional to the gains of our former limikd
and dependant commeree, we shall be able to sink all tile
bills issued in this Colony, and our quota of those that haye

'

been issued by the Congress, and have in the publick coffi'I'S
besides upwards of five millions of dollars for othcr neces-
sary IIses.

I[ we aim only at interest in the present contest, it ap-
pears plainly what part we ought at once to resolve npon.
If we mean to unite ",ith our interest the considerations of
equity, and the dictates of natural affection, there is a de-
gree of injury where affection ceases, and is converted into
resentment; and I know of no principles of equity that for-
bid us to defend ourselves, or that require us to risk every-
thing we have been contending for in tedious and treacherons
negotiations. Does any of my countrymen ask me whet!wr
I am an enemy to all treaty, and inquire what prospect shall
we have if these maxims prevail, of ever seeing a period of
our trouble? I answer, No; but I would treat with them as
the Roman Consul did with the King of A.~I:a\ And sin'~e
they have first drawn the sword, I would make a circle
round them with the sword, and demand their peremptory,
un evasive answer to every requisition our country has a right
to make from them, beJore they leave the spot. The con-
troversy has been agitated long enough for both nations to
understand each other. Each perfectly knows what she is
willing to yield, or on what she will firmly fix her foot, de-
teonined to hold it, or perish in the attcmpt. What need is



917 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., APRIL, 1776. 918

there of delay? An hour may decide it as well as an age.
Weare too serious to be playing over with them all the
tricks of what they are pleased to call negotiation, but which
is really nothing else than downright lying and sharping. It
is no time to parley with a robber about your purse when
he has his pistol at your breast. You must either give or
take in a rhoment. It would become us, in the opinion of
some men, mighty well, to be sure. to forbear such high lan-
guage, and rather to manage our cause by supplication and
crying to a great King and a powerful nation! We have
cried and roared long enough already, and what have we
got by it? Our petitions have been turned out of doors,
and we have all been called Rebels and savages, and what
not, because we have roared so loud as to disturb his ::\la-
jesty's good rep,ose, and oblige him to wear out his horses
driving from Kew to St. James's. If we are blameable, it is
for using these ineffectual applications too long. The time
is come in which we ought to do something decisive; and
the more desirous our enemies seem to be to im'olve us in
knotty and intricate negotiations, the more determined should
we be not to unravel them, but to cut them with the sword.
They well know that tedious, inactive delays, must bring
our affairs to a ruinous condition; and if they can waste
our time in negotiating, the battle is won without striking a
stroke. Our resources must be greatly' diminished before
we engage in action; and when they have worn us out with
subtle deliberations, and wasted our treasure, while they
only )vanted to gain time by artful compliances and demands,
they know very well how, by a fetch in politicks, to throw
everything into confusion again, and to expose us naked,
and perhaps distracted with mutual discords among ourselves,
to superior wealth and superior power. I design no reflec-
tion on those who may be .appointed to treat with them on
the part of America; on the other hand, I do not doubt
their abilities. But it is always in the power of Ministry,
who will be treacherous, and whose interest lies in gaining
time, to overreach the wisest politicians, if they will descend
to (ollow them through the labyrinths of a negotiation that

, is only meant as a wile to mislead, or to blind them. But
we have not only an accumulated debt to dread by the
tedious delays that arc unavoidable in the common forms of
negotiating, but infinite dissensions among ourselves. An
enterprise that depends upon the concord and exertions of
the people, will ever infallibly fail if they are long held in a
state of doubtful inactivity. All wise politicians, who have
governed them with success, have found it necessary to keep
them employed in constant action. I can scarcely forbear
to consider it as miraculous, that this extensive Continent
has hitherto been led to pursue one determinate plan with
so much unanimity and perseverance. But there is no error
we ought more to dread than wearing out the patience of
the populace by inaction. When their minds have long
hung in suspense, at such a crisis as the present, they na-
turally fall into one of these two dangerous evils-either an
entire languor and passivity of temper, or a)1impatience that
at length breaks out in faction and sedition. In two of our
neighbouring Colonies, which have been farthest removed
from the scene of action, we have already seen this obser-
vation unhappily verified. And the suspense in which aJl
the Colonies have been held for a considerable time is be-
ginning to verge towards impatience, which will very proba-
bly soon burst out into violent mutual dissensions, if it shall
be defi'auded out of a proper enemy, by an unseasonable
negotiation, especially when it is artfully managed by emis-
saries who will refilse neither promises nor rewards to in-
flame it to their purpose. For God's sake, then, my coun-
trymen, let us waste no time in unnecessary and dangerous
delays; let us act with vigour and decision; let us propose
to them the terms we demand in a clear and unequivocal
manner, and require of them an immediate and unequivocal
amwer. Sufi~r them not to waste an hour, (for every hour
is precious,) under the artful pretence of considering propo-
sitions mora maturely, \vhich they ought to have been well
determined on long ago; or of not having brcught with
them sufficient powers, a usual artifice of statesmen, so that
tlj('y can propose or answer nothing decisive without send-
in 0' two or three times across the Atlantick. A nd since
th~y have set us the example of treating at the point of the
sword, cut short the negotiation they would be wiJling to
protract, and make your appeal at once to the sword.

A PLANTER.

QUERIES OFFERED TO THE FREEHOLDERS AND PEOPLE

OF VIRGINIA AT LARGE.
\Vjlliamsburgh, April 13, 1776.

Is it your intention to be freemen or slaves? If it is
your intention to be free, shou]d you not adopt the sure
means of beill" so, whilst these means are in your hands,
and not put it. in the power of fortune to wrest them out of
your hands? Are not these means obvious to every com-'
mon understanding? Is it not manifest that you have already
sinned beyond forgiveness in the eye c1fthe accursed :Minis-
try of Great Britain, and of that more accursed tyrant, who
will employ no Ministry unless they previously stipulate to
work your ruin? Is there any circumstance in the whole
life or character of this tyrant which gives you reason to
think that he will relent? Was he ever known to forgive
those that he had once oppressed or injured? Is there any
symptom of virtue in either House of Parliament which can
flatter you that they will check the disposition of their mas-
tel's? Is there any appearance of vigour and spirit in the
people of Great Britain which can open a prospect of re-
lief? Is it probable that a people who have suffered their
own most sacred laws to be baffled, violated, and trampled
upon with impunity, should rouse themselves in the cause of
others, who are removed three thousand miles distant £I'om
them? On the contrary, is it not plain that they are scarcely
less hostile to your rights and happiness than the tyrant him-
self? It is true a few virtuous men have appeared your ad-
vocates; but bave not the virtuous, and fi'iends to liberty
in other parts of the globe, been equally your advocates?
Have not the first geniuses of France, inspired by the sacred
love of freedom and humanity, stepped forth as champions
of that cause which is in fact the cause of all mankind?
The Rhencls, Voltaircs, and Alemberts, have exerted their
talents in your defence; and they have exerted them not in
vain: their works have been read with avidity and applause.
Every man who thinks, every man who feels, through the
different States of France, Italy, and Germany, is your friend,
and sends up vows for your success; while, in England,
argurpent, reason, wit, and e]oqwmce, have been absolutely
thrown away. As an evidence of this truth, has a single
County petitioned in your £wour? Some few manufactur-
ing towns have indeed expressed their 'apprehensions that
the present measures may be detrimental to their own com-
merce and interest; but on the injustice and inhumanity of
these measures they have been utterly silent. Have not
your fields been laid waste, your property confiscated, ):ou1'
citizens butchered, and your cities reduced to ashes? Have
not the Savages been tampered with to deJuge your frontiers
with blood and slaughter? Have not your slaves been in-
stigated to murder you and your wives and children? Are
not these things (monstrous and incredible as they arc) no-
torious? But in what manner have they affected the peo-
ple of England? Have they shown the least resentment,
indignation, or even compassion? Have they not, on the
contrary, voted, or suffered their Representatives to vote
£I'esh means for prosecuting the diabolical plan? Have they
not negotiated with every power of Europe for hireling in-
struments, to insure your destruction? Are these things
facts, or are they not? And can you now sit patiently,
with your arms across? 'ViII you not rouse yoursel ves at
the great call of nature? .Will you suffer a few coward
hearts, contemptible, confused heads, or perhaps treacherous
bosoms, to keep you tlscinated in a state of torpor, till the
chain is fixed about your necks, by which you will be inex-
tricably held? But, to speak without a figure, I will tell you
plainly, fellow-citizens, your situation, and point out your
interest and dUty. You have already proceeded so fill'that,
were your cause less righteous than it is, you could not in
policy recede. You have overturned every form of the
Constitution, if such a defective patchwork fabrick as yours
can be called a Constitution; you have assumed the legis~
lature into yom O\'in hands; you have raised troops; you
have waged war; and you have, in appearance at least,
expelled your Governour. In short, you have committed a
multiplicity of act" which a Prinee less tyrannical, a J\Iinis-
try less abandoned, and a Nation less imperious than that of
Oreat Britain, might choose to eonstrue treason, amI which,
if fortune, or your own indecision, should throw it into their
power, they will in[,llibly punish as such. If you succeed,
all these things, which YOll have done, will redound to your
honour; but if you miscarry, (which may Heaven and your

""



919 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c" APRIL, 1776. 920

own spirit avert,) the horrible slavery which must be the
lot of you and your children, will be represented in history
as. scarcely adequate to the blackness and magnitude of your
cnmes. If anything in human affairs is certain, it may be
.affirI?~d t~1atsuccess or miscarriage are at your own option.
DecIsIon msures the former; hesitation incurs the latter.

You have an Army, the soldiers and officers of which
have displayed m~r.e valour, order, and discipline, and the
Gen~rals more abIlity, than the enemy or yourselves could
possIbly have expectt\d. They have been crowned with
~ost wonderful suc?ess. And are they now to be stopped
m the career of theIr good fortune? And are your liberties
to ~e risked on the chance of a die, merely through com-
p!msance to the fears, if not tbe treachery, of the most des-
p]cable a~d worthl~ss part of the community? I speak not
from passIOn or preJudIce: I appeal to your own sense and
expenence. Look about you. Who, what are these men
thu.s sobbing and \~hining after their darling dependance;
whICh they can neIther understand themselves, nor do at-
tempt to explain to others? Are they not the very men
who, from the be.ginning, have either openly opposed, or
thr?wn obstacles m the way of, every spirited measure of
r~slstance ? In short, are they not men of suspected prin-
cIples, muddy, perplexed understandinrrs, or of a timidity
ridiculous to a proverb? '"

I shall now conclude, fellow-citizens, with \1frrinO"and in-
sisting upon these incontrovertible truths: th~t "'although
you have a numerous and gallant Army, although your Ge-
nerals and officers are zealous and capable, although it has
pleased Heaven to bless them hitherto with almost one con-
tinued series of success-I say, that although these thinO"s
~re, they are. .all in vain, unless you likewise exert, at tl~s
Important cnSlS, that manly decision which has long been
expected ~rom you. The galla~try of your troops, the zeal
and capacIty of your officers, w]ll only serve to make their
defeat and destruction more humiliatinO" and lamentable'
and that they must ultimately be defe;ted ruined or dis~
solved, is most infallible, unless they arc fu:nished ~ith the
requisite means of carryin~ on the war. They have not
these means; they have nClther arms tents blankets nor a

ffi
.

f
",

suo Clent stock ? ammunition. They can only be supplied
~I'th these re~UJsltes by a more certain, and less precarious
mterCOl\fSe with other States, than the little dirty disrrrace-
1'; 1 I

. '
,

'"IU , smugg mg method now pursued. This intercourse can-
not be established \~ithout a declaration, on your parts, that
lOU are a f~'ee and mdependent people. Whilst you remain
III the predicament of Rebels, they are, in decency, obliged
to keep aloof; but when you can be considered as an inLde_
pendent State, the eternal rules of policy will point out to
them the advantages and honour which must result from a
close alliance wit~ you. For Hea:,en'~ sake, why, where-
fore do you hesitate? The puslIIammous mortals who
labour to raise spectres in your imarnnations similar to
t~o~e which ha~nt th,eir own, know very well that reconci-
JmtlOn.and reumon v.:rth your butchers are impossible. You
may, mdeed, be th81r slaves, but to be their brethren and
fell?w-subjects is out of the nature of things. Procrasti-
natIon only prolongs the calamities of war. Every day's
delay sweIJs up the expense of Amcrica's blood and trea-
sure.. Will you, then, I repeatedly demand, throwaway
the hves of so many thousands of your most valuable citi-
zens, plunge yourselves into an enormous debt from which
you can never be extricated; will you stake tI/e liberties of
yourselves and posterity on hazard and fortune, merely in
co~placency to t~e fears of a few timid, or perhaps to the
de~I.gns of a few dis~ff~cted. men? Or will you, by a brave,
splflted, and manly mJunctlo~ on your servants in Congress
to de(~I~re you a free and I~dependent people, bring the
calamities of war to a shorter Issue, and BX your liberties on
a firm and durable wundation?

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY OF VIRGINIA.

[No, 116.] Annapolis, April 13, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Mr. Bisteau, the bearer has the misfor-
1U1i1.eof having a ~rother in captivity, tak~n by Lord Dun-
:fIWrf~and entertams some hopes of obtaininO" his release if
he can gain access to him. He is a native otthis Province

:and weU known to some of us to be a warm friend to Ame~
7ican liberty; we should therefore be obliged to you if you

would afford him any opportunity for that purpose that
would not be injurious to the cause in which we are em-
barked. \Ve are, &c.
To the Committee of Safety of Virginia.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THOMAS SMYTH.

[No. 117.] Annapolis, April 13, 1"{76.

SIR: Weare sorry any uneasiness should prevail amon IT

the independent Captains on the Eastern-Shore from ~
supposition they have not equally the attention of dIe Coun-
cil. of Safety. wi.th those o~ this side the bay. We aim at
dOIn.g:vhat IS rIght, and ~Ish to avoid every appearance of
partmhty. The companIes here arc as unhappily circum-
stanced, bot? as t~ arms. and cl?thing, as they are with you.
We were dlsappomted 111havmg as many guns at Balt£-
more ?S we expe?ted; and as there arc a good many on
h.and m 1nnapohs, and we had a probability of receivinO"
sixty or ~Ighty more from Frederick within a few days, w~
thought It most advisable to ",-ait a Jittle while for them
that you m}ght. be furnished at once with at least as many
as we had In VICWto send when you were with us. The
hats, blankets, and lead, did not get down until three or four
days ag?, and we were obliged to send a second messenger
to Baltunore before we could learn the quantity of musket
p0",:'der they had there. These matters prevented our sup-
plymg you so early as we were anxious to do.

"Ve have sent you from hence, by Mr. Tflatcrs'sboat
ninety-four musket8, twenty-one rifles, with hullet mouJd:,:
pouches, and horns, five hundred and ten hats, three pieces
osnaburgh, fifteen hundred gun flints, twenty musket bullet-
moulds, forty blankets, two and a half reams of eartrid.Qe
paper, fifty pieces of check, fifteen pieces of RWJsia line;1
and forty-five piec~s of cruger; and have ordered Major Gi.it
to send from Baltimore one ton of musket gunpowder, fOllf
ton of lead, four hundred and fifty-four cartridO"e-boxes and
belts, four ~1Undred and fift.y-four bayonet-beJt~, three hun-
dred gun-slmgs, and also sixty of the muskets and accou-
trements now in the possession of Captain Nathaniel Srm:th's
Company. The osnaburghs are for Captain Veazey's Com-
pany; the blankets for the others; and the arms, &c., with
forty mU3kets and accoutrements, and twenty rifles, which
we have purchased from Mr. Th?lnas Ringgold, with those
y?U have bougl!t, and also tl.le Imen, are to be equally dis-
tnbuted, to aV?J(1 all compJamts. If you have leisure, we
requ.est you w~ll parcel out the arms for each company.
Cecd Coun;y IS already sufficiently supplied with powder
and lead. ~he gentlemen from bdow say the addition-(}f
one barrel WIll not be enough; we therefore would have
yo~ send them each anot.her; and to keep up an equality,
which may prevent uneasmess, we desire you wiII also add
one to each of the other Counties, except Carolinc.

We desire you will contract for the other rifles, but think
the shoes too dear. If Mr. llands can come over witli
you the last, of next week it will be a great relief to us.
~fr. C,arroll ]s fearful of a fit of the gout. Mr. Tilghman
IS anxIOus to get to the Eastern-Shore, and the rest of us
are much fatigued. We are, &c.

To Thomas Smyth, Esq.

MARYLAND DELEGATES TO CO"UNCIL OF SA.'ETY.

Philadclphia, April 13, 1776.

. GENTLEMEN: There is 110t an ell of light duck in this
City, or we should. have. bought some, agreeable to your
requcst. "Ve advised with persons here who understand
what articles are fit for tents, and they inform us that the
cruger sent by 1\-:1".l!0wly from ~ence, is very propel' fiJr
that purpose. "e wIsh to know If you have received tlw
cruger and other linens imported in the Wild Duck. We
directed them to be lodged at Baltimore for your order
and expect they are arrived before this. Enclosed Y01;
~ave a m~morandum of the several prices. Be p]cased to
mfaI'm us ]f you .have heard from Vanbibber. No impor-
tant occurrence smce we last wrote you.

.

Weare your most obedient servants,
THOMAS STONE,
THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN.,
R. ALEXANDER.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.
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CASSANDRA TO CATO.-NO. II.
Philadelphia, April 13, 1776.

SIR: Though the Common .Man's advice has come rather
too lat~; though his manner of stating the points to be dis-
cussed decides to which party he belongs; though he has
studiously evaded the main question, and thereby shown the
publick that security to our rights forms no share of the
debate he wishes to open; and though the manner in which
he attempts to expose Cato and Cassandra evidently proves
whose faults he is most inclined to conceal, yet I heartily
join him in his censure on personal reflections. I thank
him, too, for his candour in tacitly informing the publick
that you have not corne to the point as yet, though you
have already published five letters, and heartily close with
his proposal of laying aside all personality. I shall there-
fore proceed to the main point; and if you are willing to
enter the lists as a fair antagonist, and meet me on the
ground of reason and argument, on that ground will Cassan-
dra meet you: but if, contrary to your own proposal, and
the advice of your friend, you continue to amuse your
countrymen with declamation and assertion, and study to
terrify rather than inform, to address their passions rather
than enlighten their understandings, I shall still be personal
Your talent lies in strong painting and declamation, and
you expect to hold up such a terrifick picture to the imagi-
nations of the people, as will effectually frighten them into
submission; but the exhibition of your person at the side of
your productions will ever prove a perfect antidote to their
poison. Giving you this fair warning, I shall now proceed
to your third, fourth, and fifth letters, and nothing which can
point out the man shall drop fi'om my pen until Cato gives
occasion for it.

I agree with the Common j}Ian thus far, that some propo-
sitions he mentions ought, one day, to be discussed; but as
there is one point, not only prior to any of them, but of infi-
nitely greater importance than them all, viz: an absolute se-
curity for the enjoyment of our liberties, I must and will insist
on the discussion of this point first, as not only prior in order,
but most essential; and when it shall be fairly proved that
our rights can be as effectually secured in a state of depen-
dancy as in an independent state, then, and not before, will
be the proper time to examine which would be most to our
advantage. We entered the contest with a determination
to secure our rights at every hazard. This is, thcrefore,
what we are to provide for. If two ways of equal security
should present themselves, then will come on the other
question, viz: W'hich will not only secure our liberties but
bring us the greatest advantages besides? Now, when Cato,
the Common jUan, or any other man, shall exhibit a plan by
which we can absolutely secure our liberties and continue
dependant, then Cassandra will be ready to enter upon the
discussion of this point. But Cassandra assures Cato, the
Common Man, and every other man, that no sophistical
proposals of any man will turn his eyes fi'om the main
object until he sees a way of permanent security to our
rights; and he trusts his countrymen, who first armed for
this purpose, will still continue of that mind, and then he
fears neither the threats nor efforts of Cato and the aristo-
cratical junto, who are straining every nerve to frustrate our
virtUous endeavours, and to make the common and middle
class of people their beasts of burden. Those freemen who
nobly refuse to be ridden by a King, Lords, and Commons,
will scarcely be tame enough to take Cato and his party on
their backs. I shall therefore proceed.

Passing, for the prescnt, those parts of your letters which
contain nothing but the most illiberal abuse and scurrilous
invectives against Committees, Conventions, &c., I shall
take up your political creed, and examine, with the greatest
freedom, the arguments on which you have founded your
faith. You believe" that the true interest of America lies
in a reconciliation with Great Britain on constitutional prin-
ciples; and that you wish it upon nonc else." Sir, I ear-
nestly entreat you, as you ,vish not to mislead your dear
countrymen, to explain what you understand by a reconci-
liation on constitutional principles, that I may not mistake
your meaning. It will save much writing on both sides to
give such definitions of general terms as we are determined
to abide by. I wish to see the whole truth laid fairly before
the people, that they may coolly consider, and, with the
utmost impartiality, weigh every circumstance, and choose
that alone which promises the greatest security to their rights

and privileges, and affords them the surest prospect of wealth
and happiness. I shall, therefore, cheerfully define every
term which Cato may think dubious, or calculated to mislead;
and I demand the same of Cato. If he is the honest man
he wishes to appear, he will not refuse me. Let us canvass
everything to the bottom; and let not dark hints, unproved
assertions, or ungenerous inuendoes, against the designs of
incorruptible patriots, be hereafter palmed on the people for
argument; but when truth is exhiLited to them in the fullest
and fairest manner,. let them judge fat themselves. Upon
due information, I doubt not, they will judge right; and that
judgment I am resolved to abide by.

But why does Cato labour so incessantly to bias his rea-
der by so many and such long and pathetick harangues of
the horrors of war, and its powers of desolation? Slavery is
certainly a much more terrible evil, in every respect, than
war; for the evils of war are both tolerable and temporary;
while the miseries of slavery are intolerable and endless.
'Val' may cut off thousands in the bloom of their youth; but
slavery destroys the very seeds of generation, not only in the
animal, but vegetable world. How does it look, Cato, in a
patriot of your magnitude, to be continually haranguing on
the horrors of war, at a time ",-hen everything we hold dear
and vahl3ble depends on the success of our arms ? Were
you in your beloved mother country, and the Pretender)
with a foreign force, (suppose Russians,) ravaging her coasts,
would you harangue on these horrors to discourage resist-
ance? I confess myself at great uncertainty what part you
would act on such an occasion; but I strongly presume that
in case you did, you would be accounted a disaffected trai-
tor, and treated accordingly. But I ask pardon, sir; you
do not like to be questioned. Surely, were you in the coun-
cils of the enemy, your native appetite for peace would soon
put an end to their murderous designs! You are not con-
scientiously scrupulous, neither; for you declare you wiJI
turn out against us if there be any attempt to set the French
and English by the ears. Take no help! Take no help!
Fight alone, 'Whigs, till you are all cut off; and then we
Tories will submit and have the whole.- This is the lan-
guage of Cato. Now, though I am as confident that your
publications are intended to reduce us to slavery as you can
be that mine p:opose a continuation of the war; and though
I can more easIly prove the one than you can the other; yet
I have not endeavoured, by alarming descriptions of the
miseries of slavery, to prejudice my reader against the argu-
ments of my opponents. Cassandra has no point to carry,
and, thercfore, detests such shifts. God forbid that I should
ever consider my own interest as separate from the general
interest of mankind! And with equal fervency of devotion I
pray that all who have, may be finally defeated in their at-
tempts against these Colonies. You have filled nearly the
one-balf of the fi~~eletters you have already published with
horrible descriptions alone. Do you imagine, Calo, that we
are all affected with nervous complaints, and tbat you can
do more for your cause by alarming our fears than informing
ourjudgments? If this be not your design, pray publish as
many, as terrible, and as animated descriptions of the mise-
ries of slavery as you have done on the horrors of war, and
then leave the people to judge which they would choose.
Do not let us throw them into a panick and confusion, and
then desire them to examine with coolness and deliberation.
There is a dignity in honesty, and a pleasing fortitude in
conseioLls integrity, which I could wish Cato to experience.
The subject demands a clear, plain, full, rational, and manly
discussion; and it ought to have it. It is certainly worthy
of all the labour we can bestow upon it. Liberty or slavery
is now the question. Let us but fairly discover to the inha-
bitants of these Colonies on which side Liberty has erected
her banner, and we will leave it to them to determine whe-
ther they would choose liberty, though accompanied with
war, or slavery, attended by peace.

The present contest is a contest of Constitutions, and the
war a war of Legislatures. The common wars of nations
are the wars of one crowned head against another, in which
the people have little share, and are as little consulted. The
crowned head on each side declares war, or negotiates peace,
without conferring with them. But this war is a war be-
tween the British Parliament and t~e Colonial Assemblies;
it is, in fact, become a war between the People of Great
Britain and the People of America; and though both have
heretofore acknowledged the same King, (and he, in duty,
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oucrht to have remained neuter,) yet, as he has joined the
B~ti:,:h Parliament against us, he has become a party in the
quarrel. Hence, so far as the present is a contest of Consti-
tutions, the ParJiament has evidently won the field; for the
whole force of the Legislature of Great Britain has been,
from the first day of the- controversy, armed against us; but
we have, in no one instance, been able to caH fi)rth the
strength of our Legislatures to oppose. Nay, we have con-
stantly had them against us, ready to join the foe. I ask,
how happens this, Cato? Why are you so in love with
such a Constitution? As you are not fond of answering
siHy queries, I will endeavour to answer them myself: it is,
because our Legislatures are dependant on our very enemy,
and theirs is independent of us. Our constitutional connec-
tion with Britain gives her so prodigious an advantage over
us, that, if we had strictly adhered to our chartered Consti-
tutions, we would have been enslaved before this time; and
it will ever be so as long as we are dependant.

Both the King and Parliament of Great Britain are the
choice of the People of Great Britain; but though our
Assemblies are our choice, our Govel11ours are not; they
are either nominated by the King of Great Britain, or some
one of his British subjects, which effectually destroys their
utility to us in this, and every such controversy, which has
already, or is likely hereafter to happen. Their salaries,
though the gift of the people, are evidently no counterpoise
to their nomination, if facts can prove any thing-and for
this plain reason, that, though we grant the wages, yet it
rests in the power of the King whether they shall enjoy it
or not, as, after the appointment, the continuance of it de-
pends entirely on him.

The King of Great Britain, though our King, will ever
join the Parliament against us as often as a contention hap-
pens. The Parliament are his tools; and their illegal claims
are only a specious covering for his endeavours after arbi-
trary power in the first place; and, in tbe second place, his
Crown, his dignity, and his support, depend entirely upon
their grants, and not upon ours. He will, therefore, take
part with them on every occasion. On the contrary, his
Representatives are not so dependant on us as to oblige them
to take part with us. This is not all ; for in every Province
where they had the power, tbey not only rc/ilsed to concur
in our measures, but also prevented us from making use of
our Representatives, tbat we might not have the sbadow of
a Legislature to support us; and even in those Provinces
where his power has not extended so t:'lJ',he has constantly
gone as far as he could. This is not all yet; for in many
they have corrupted the ignorant and illiterate by bribes,
set up the Royal standard against us, and obliged us to fight
under every disadvantage. Is it not so, Cato?

There is, therefore, a capital defect in our chartered Con-
stitutions; a defect which makes an essential difterence be-
tween the present state of our liberties and that secured
to Englishmen by Magna Charta; a defect which, if not
eftectually removed, will oblige us ever to hold our liberties
at the point of our swords, or by that most precarious of all
tenures-will and pleasure. The immortal Barons were
too wise to be duped by fair promises. They drew their
swords, determined to obtain absolute security; and they
did obtain it. They obtained, by Magna Charta, the ~on-
stitutional right of levying war against the Kiag as often as
he should attempt to infringe upon the liberties of the peo-
ple. \Vere our Governours the choice of the people, and
dependant on them for their salaries, we would, in the pre-
sent case, be able to make a constitutional resistance to
oppression-to oppose Constitution to Constitution. But
this not being the case, the Parliament has plainly the ad-
vantage. It is necessary, therefore, to our security to have
our Governonrs as much dependant on the people of Ame-
rica as the King is on, those of Great Britain, before our
Constitutions can be of any service to us against Britl:sh
encroachments; or that, when our Governours re/iise their
concurrence, our Hepresentatives shall have the privilege of
setting them aside, and acting legislatively without them.
This is a clause as essential to the security of America as
the clause which grants to the people of Great Britain the
right of declaring war against the King when he attempts to
disturb their privileges. Will Cato stand it out till this is
obtained? ,

But as the contest is between us and the Parliament, we
ought now to inquire how we can be secured against Parlia-

mentary encroachments? The Constitution of Great Bri.,
tain is such, that what this Parliament does, the next ean
undo. And it is impossible for one Parliament to pass a
bill which will not be liable to a repcal by any futli!'c one,
without destroying the very essence of its own Constitution.
Is there any remedy against this defect, Cato? Let us see
the constitutional dependant prineipJes, if you are a friend
to liberty, which will give absolute and permanent security
to our liberties, and not leave us at the mercy of our enemy;
and then we will talk further on the subject. \Ve have gone
too fill', and have too much sense to rest our future safety
on the probability of her letting us alone for the future.

Our constitutional connection with Great Britain is the
very plea alleged by Great Britain for her attempts to en-
slave us. Now, if this Constitution is the very foundation
of her claims; if she, in consequence thereof, had declared
us Hebels, which she could not, unless she supposed we
violated the Constitution by our resistance;' and if it was
not in our power to make eftcctual opposition, in strict con-
formity to the Constitutions she gave us, why is Calo so
fond of reconciling us on these principles, and on no other?
This looks not like honesty, Cato. If you love AmeTica,
and if' your attachment to the cause is real, answer t6 these
things. A lover of truth and liberty will be afraid of no
queries whatever. You say you have viewed the ground
on which you stand, and are not afraid to tread it in thc)
sight of the most vigilant son of liberty. Here it is. Come
forth, then; here I wish to find you. But, I beseech you,
examine it thoroughly first; explore its hidden recesses; for
I am well assured it contains a secret mine, which, if once
sprung. will either blow up you and your party, or au r
Iiberties.

This Continent has had a twelve years' constant expe]'j~
cnce that the Constitution of the Colonies could not protect
them fi'om British oppression. Can you deny it, Cato?
However it be against your present designs, yet this YOll
must acknowledge. Can you tell the first day a Committee
existed on this Continent? Did not that day tell the \vorhl
we had no Constitution that could withstand British oppres-
sian? Can you remember the time our Assemblies were
first dissolved for attempting to correspond with one anothc'r
on the subject of our,grievances ? Did not that time con~
vince even Cato himself that our Constitutions were not
equal to the task of protecting themselves? Do you reco"!-
lect the hour our worthy Governour refused to call our A~;-
semhly to consult on ways and means to preserve our liber-
ties? Did not that hour inform you that the chartered Con-
stitution of Pennsylvania could do nothing for us? Now,
if after so long and so severe a trial of their defects, we
should still take up with them on the recommendation of
Cato, might not the world, particularly that part of it
which you say is looking at us, laugh at our stupidity and
fally ?

Your first argument in support of your creed is, that

"
Agriculture and commerce have hitherto been the happy

cmployments by which these Middle Colonies have risen
into wealth and importance. By them the face of the COUT!-
try has been changed from a barren wilderness into the ho:;-
pitable abodes of peace and plenty." I forbear to point
out your constant endeavour to separate the interest of the
Middle Colonies from the rest, as if the w,ealth of the whole
arose not fi'om the same sources; or as if your description
of one or two would not qnswer for all. I also forbear to
mention the care of your party to have your letters, though
addressed 10 the People of Pennsylvania, reprinted in .J.Vew-
YOTk and 1UaTyland papers. When you have gone throuoh
the demonstration, how wc can have effectual security JO
our liberties under so defective Constitutions, then, and not
till then, I shal! call upon you. to prove that agricul-
ture and commerce would decay, If the whole world were
our market instead of the British Islands, and a few foreiO'n
ports to which we are m03t graciously permitted to exp~rt
a few articles. I will also call on you to convince us that
a severe restraint on our trade in many instances, and in
some a total prohibition, tends to enrich us. And here it
may not he amiss to show how poor the lIollanrlers ha,f'
grown since they became independent, and were obliged to
support all the expenses the Cornman JUan has mentioned.

But Cato has given uncommon proofs of his attachment
to trade, by declaring that he will arm against us as soon
as we form any alliance with such powers as are able and
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wiJJing to draw off the British fleets from blocking up our
ports. Our ports are now effectuaJIy shut by the fleets of
Great Britain, and there is a total stop put to our exports.
'We hale not yet a fleet which can open them. Our grain
is spoilmg, and the powers of Europe longing for an oppor-
tunity of taking it off our hands. All this can be removed
by the alliance proposed. But Cato sees this would eter-
nally frustrate the designs of his party. He has therefore
laboured, by every artifice of cunning, to prevent our taking
any step of the kind. He hopes the country will, by this
means, be brought to submit, and he will triumph in our fol-
ly. But where is the real danger to our liberties, Cato, in
accepting the assistance of our neighbouring fleet until we
have time to fit out one for the purpose? 'Were we to
do this, would not agriculture and commerce flourish as
usual?

"
That much of our former feJicity was owing to the pro-

tection of England, is not to be denied; and that we might
still derive greater advantages from her protection and fi'iend-
ship, if not valued at too high a price, is equally c'C11ain,"
says Cato. I could pardon a few Israelitish murmurings
and hankerings for the onions of Egypt; but to be inces-
santly called baek to what we enjoyed while Joseph lived,
when behold a Pharaoh now reigns who knew him not, is
insult not to be endured. Cato cannot pretend ignorance
of the price of the friendship he so strongly urges us to court.
If he does, he is certainly a very dangerous guide for the
good people to whom his letters are addressed. Cassandra
affirms that the priee is no less than an absolute surrender
of all our rights, liberties, and property; and these once given
up, he would gladly be informed what more is left for any
po\vel>to invade. All animals, under absolute domination,
are nursed only to be fleeced. However problematical may
be the question of nursing the Colonies, we have had the
fleecing demonstrated with a vengeance.

Cato adds: "If the present differences can he accom-
modated, there is scarce a probability that she will ever re-
new the late fatal system of policy, or attempt to employ
force aaainst us." Two reasons induce me to think the
mode ;f attack would indeed be altered; for, obstinate as
the author of our oppression is, he cannot longer flatter him-
self of our faIling an easy prey to his force, if now inces-
santly continued. His clemency would then certainly dis-
pose him most graciously to enslave us by his experienced
and mueh more success(ul method of intrigue. Bllt as Cato
allows it is not altogether improbable that his force may be
employed against us in some future day, Cassandra would
gladly be informed by what means we can be secured from
that force, when, by the treaty of protection, we are cut ofr
from the right of establishing a force of our own.

Conscious that this poor contrivance is prodigious stale,
a thousand times repeated, and as often refuted by most
stubborn arguments, fouuded on twelve years' invariable
procedure, and really despairing to hold the people long
in expectation of "former protection," or any more than a
mere delusive change of the mode of attac.k, and that change
as ill disguised as any that have preceded it, Cato adds,
(as if aU were one connected proposition,) "If they will
not make up on constitution a] principles, we have an11S in
our hands, and virtue enough to use them." As to corrup-
tion, Cato would have us believe there is hardly a man on
the Continent in danger from that quarter. ",Vould to God
we had abundant evidence of this universal integrity. Re-
specting the arms, Cato, with much devotion I praise the
Director of human affairs that we have them in our hands;
and I pray and confide in His overruling providmce, that
we may there keep them till our rights are placed on
a firmer foundation than the mere grace of a conniver at
the destruction of minions on one side the globe, and con-
triver of the devastations now daily committing on the other.
1Vell might Cato tell us of our arms, for he clearly foresaw
that no wise man could conceive himself safe in reconcile-
ment on his principles, without holding them in his hands
continually.

This paragraph, after flourishing away on the original
ground of the contest, concludes: "And if, hereafter, in
fuJlness of time, it should be thought necessary to separate
from the land that gave birth to our ancestors, it will be in
our perfect' state of manhood, when we can wield our arms,
and protect our commerce and coasts by our own fleets,
without looking to any nation on earth for assistance." Well

said, Cato. Ht)re we agree for once. But now that we are
on good terms with each other, let me ask you, in a friendly
manner, how we are to become masters of this fine fleet?
Does Cato propose to insist upon it, as a term of constitu-
tional reconciliation with the Ambassadors, that we shall be
allowed to build such a flt;et? Or does he conceive that
when we arrive at just twenty-one years of age, and about
to commence as house-keepers, our dear mother country
wiJl make us a present of such a fleet to set up with? I
confess myself greatly incredulous of either. If Cato can
clear up my doubts on these important heads, I will be
much obliged to him.

"It has been asserted," says Cato, "that we are able,
with our land forces, to defend ourselves against the whole
world; tbat if eommerce be an advantage, we may com-
mand what foreign alJiance we please; that the moment
we declare ourselves an independent people, there are na-
tions ready to face the British thunder, and become calTiers
of our commodities to enrich themselves; and if this were
not the case, we can soon build navies to force and protect
a trade," &c. Of this, Cato here intimates his suspicion,
"because," says he, "it is not fully proved." Cassandra
wi]] prove the first assertion from unquestionable authority,
for Cato, in his frmrth letter, says: "1 will even go beyond
him in expressing my good opinion of our situation. He
thinks foreign assistance necessary to us. I think other-
wise. \Ve are able to defend our own rights, and to frus-
trate the attempt of any nation upon earth to govern us by
force." Cassandra hopes, in a short time, to prove every
assertion of Cornmon Sense from the same authority. He
wishes every position of Cato was equally consistent with
Common Senoe.

C ASSANDRA.

P. S. As the Common Man has caned us to a fair dis-
cussion of the point, we once for an request every printer
on the Continent, who publishes Cato's Letters, to publish
our replies, and particularly :Mr. Sowers, of Germantown,
that the subject may not only have a fun diffusion, hut a
fair hearing.

NATHANIEL MILLS AND OTHERS TO NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL

CONGRESS.

Jam.ica, Long-Island, April 13, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: ",Ve, tbe subscrihers, inhabitants of the
Township of Jamaica, in Queen's County, on Long-Island,
beg leave to acquaint you that we ha ve heretofore been dis-
armed by order of the Continental Congress, which we
peaceably and (luietly submitted to, as not having it in our
intention to act eontrary to their resol ves, or the resolves of
your Congress. Notwithstanding which, we have lately
been plundered of our cattle and effects, which have been
publickly sold at vendue for half their value, in consequence
of an order issued by Captain Ephraim Bailey, in this town-
ship, for not appearing in anTIS,and answerihg to our names,
when it is well known we have been deprived of our arms,
and thereby disqualified for any such service. Besides which,
it appears to us quite contrary to a late resolve of the Con-
tinental Congress.

\Ve therefore, gentlemen, request it as a favour that you
will be pleased to take this matter into your serious consi,..
deration, and, if the treatment we have received does not
proceed from any order or direction of yours, that you will
be pleased to give us such relief as you may think neces-
sary; in which, gentlemen, you win oblige your respectful,
humble sen'ants,

NATHANIEL IYhLLs,

JABEZ 'VOODRUFF,

JOSHUA MU,LS,

JOHN LA:lffiERSON,

NICHOLAS LUDLAM,

JOSEPH OLDFIELD,

SAMUEL MILLS,

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress, in New- York.

I

JOHN RA;lISON,

JACOB DEAN,
hi~

DIRCK ~ BARGIN,
mark

PETER MILLS,

ABRAHAM COLYER.

EGBERT BENSON TO DELEGATES FRmf DUTCHESS COU1'<'TY.

Rhinebeck Precinct, April 13, 1776.

SIR: The Committee in this Precinct have lately com-
mitted lUol'decai Lester, Esq., and a certain Frederick Klein,
to the Jail in Kingston, as the peace and security of the Pre-
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cinct rendered the confinement of these persons absolutely
necessary.

The Committee of that place, at the time of the commit-
ment of Mr. Doughty, a few months since, declared their
readiness to receive our prisoners, but expected we would
make provision for their support. In consequence of this,
we requested that not only with respect to Mr. Doughty,
but any other prisoners we might send them, they would
provide for them at the cheapest rate; and the members of
this COQ1mittee, as individuals, engaged for the payment of it.

As we have no publick moneys, nor any authority to
raise them, we shall, without the interposition of Congress,
be obliged to defray this expense out of our own pockets.
I am therefore directed by the Committee to write to you
respecting this matter, with a request to use your endeavours
that means may be devised for making the maintenance of
these prisoners a publick charge, and that we may no longer
remain liable in our private capacities.

Several persons are now in Jail at Kingston, and provided
for by order of Congress. We therefore take the liberty of
suggesting, as an expedient, that the Committee there may
be directed to extend the order to our prisoners. Lester
and Doughty possibly can, but Klein certainly cannot sup-
port himself. The Committee may therefore also be direct-
ed not to furnish the two former with necessaries, if it should
appear that they have estates sufficient for their own sub-
sistence.

When Mr. Doughty was taken into custody, we wrote a
similar letter, respecting him, to Congress, and have never
received an answer. I must therefore entreat an answer to
this, because unless Congress should determine to make pro-
vision for supporting our prisoners, we shall be reduced to
the necessity of discharging them.

We conceive it will not be expected we should stipulate
to defray the expense of this business, or advance moneys
for the purpose, without a prospect of being reimbursed.
We do not, however, suppose this will be the case, espe-
cially as it may with such ease be charged upon the publick
fand; and have no doubt but proper steps will be taken to
release us from our engagements to the Kingston Com-
mittee.

We have not informed you of the particular instances
of misconduct charged against these delinquents. How-
ever, the Committee is ready, upon the least intimation,
to furnish such proofs and reasons as we trust will fuHy jus-
tify our conduct. And we have the satisfaction to find that
not only the County in. general, but even some that are dis-
<tffected, approve of the imprisonment of these persons, and
that it is the only means of preserving peace in the Precinct.

I remain your very humble servant.
By order of the Precinct Committee:

EGBERT BENSON, Clwirman.

To the Gentlemen attending from Dutchess County, as
Members in the Committee of Safety.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO DOCTOR FRANKLIN.

Fort George, April 13, 1776.

DEAR SIR: The lake is open in so many places that I
~m of opinion you may set out for this place as early as
you can. I have received some despatches from Canada,
\vhioh I enclose you, and by which you will see the neces-
sity of sending a large reinforcement. Please to bring up
with you the papers I enclose, as I have no copies of them.

The bearer goes express to Congress and to General
Washington.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient, lJUmble servant,
PHJLIP SCHL'"YLER.

To Dr. Franklin,

DOCTOR FRANKLIN TO PRESJDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 22, 1776.]

Saratoga, April J3, 1776.

SIR: We have been here some days, waiting for General
Schuyler's orders to proceed, which we have just received,
and shall accordingly leave this place to;morrow; though
by the advices fi'om Canada, communicated by him to us,
and (as we suppose) sent forward to you, I am afraid we
shall be able to effect but little there. We had a heavy
snow here yesterday, and the waters are so out as to make

travelling difficult by land, and there.is a strong fresh in the
river against the boats, but we shall endeavour to get on as
well as we can. We join in respects to the Congress, and
to yourself in particular.

.
~

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant, B. FRANKLIN.

To the Honourable John lIancock, Esq.

THEODORE STAUNTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

Norwich, April 13, 1776.

SIR: Captain William Wilbur, of Groton, has intimated
to me his willingness of serving on board the galley in tbe
character of a master; by wha t I have heard of his character,
and some personal acquaintance, I think him as suitable a
person (if your Honour thinks fit to appoint him) as any that
is likely to be procured.

I am your Honour's most obedient, humble servant,
THEODORE STAUNTON.

To his Honour the Governour.

BALTIMORE COM~IITTEE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

naltimore, April 14., 1776-ten o'clock, P.M.

HONOURABLESIR: The enclosed copies of letters were
just now received by our Committee, by express, from tbe
Council of Safety of Virginia, with 11desire that they might
be forwarded to you instantly; indeed, the intelligence they
contain we think of too much importance to have been de-
layed a moment. In consequence whereof, we have pre-
vailed on our commanding olIicer here to appoint Mr. Davi:d
Plunket, a Lieutenant, in whose prudence and industry we
can rely, to wait on you with this; and if your honourable
body should think it necessary to take any steps, or give
any instructions to the Council of Safety on the occasion,
he will wait your commands.

We have the honour to be, with greatest respect, honour-
able sir, your most obedient servants,

SAMUELPURVIANCE,JUN., BENJ. NICHOLSON,
Clwirman. WM. BUCHANAN,

.TOHN SMITH,
JOHN BOYD,
JOHN STERETT.

WILLIUI Lux,
Vice Chairman.

JA~IES CALHOUN,

THmIAs HARRISON,

To the Honourable John lIancock, Esq., President of the
Continental Congress, at Philadelphia.

Williamsburgh, April 6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: "\Ve could not suffer a moment to pass be-
fore we transmitted the enclosed copies of intercepted letters,
addressed by the Secretary of State to the Governour of
your Province, which opens the schemes of Administration
to us in a more explicit manner than any other intelligence
we have been able to procure. We wish you to transmit
copies of these letters to Congress without delay.

I am, for and by order of the Committee of Safety of
Virginia, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,

JOHN PAGE, Vice President.

To the Committee of Baltimore, Manjland.

N. B. A certain Mr. Alexander Ross, who was refused
a permission by this Committee, has been on board Lord
Dunmore's ship, and was the person intrusted with the care.
of the enclosed letters. He has escaped from us; but, as
we think him inimical to the American cause, he ought to
be apprehended. J. P., V. P.

[Circular.] WhitehalI, December 23, 1775.

SIR: The King being determined, in concurrence with
his Parliament, to pursue the most vigorous measures for
reducing his rebellious subjects in North-America to obe-
dience, and for restoring legal Government, has given the
Royal assent to the enc]osed act, which I am commanded
by his Majesty to transmit to you; and, at the same time,
to signify to you his Majesty's pleasure that you do exhort
all persons, upon whom the execution of this law shall de-
pend, to pay a due attention thereto, and to use their best
endeavours for carrying the provisions of it into effect; and
I trust when his Majesty's deluded subjects in the Associated
Colonies are better apprized of the fatal consequences of the
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conduct they have adopted, and see the determined spirit of
the nation to maintain its constitutional rights, they will
avail themselves of the means which the justice and benevo-
lence of the supreme Legislature have held out to them of
being restored to the King's grace and peace, and that a
happy and lasting reconciliation and union will be effected.
And I have the satisfaction to acquaint you that, in order
to accelerate this desirable object, the proper steps have
been taken for passing a commission under the great seal,
in conformity to the last section but one of that act; and
that the Commissioner, or Commissioners, to be appointed
for that purpose, will have full power to inquire into the state
and condition of the Colonies, and to confer with proper
persons upon such points as may be necessary for eftecting
a restoration of the publick tranquillity.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
GEORGE GERMAINE.

To Deputy Governour Eden.

The clause in the Act of Parliament, passcd the 19th ofDE-
CEMBERlast, which ascertains the powers of the Commis-
sioners, is in these words:

"
Provided, that in order to encourage all weJl-affected

persons in any of the said Colonies to exert themselves in
suppressing the Rebellion therein, and to afford a speedy pro-
tection to those who are disposed to return to their duty, it
shall and may be lawful to and for any person or persons,
appointed and authorized by his Majesty, to brrant a pardon
or pardons to any number or description of persons, with
such exceptions therefi'Om as shaH seem fit and reasonable,
by Proclamation in his Majesty's name; to declare any Co-
lony or Province, Colonies or Provinces, or any County,
Town, Port, District, or place, in any Colony or Province, to
be at the peace of his Majesty; and from and after the issu-
ing of any such Proclamation in any of the aforesaid Colo-
nies or Provinces, or ifhis Majesty shall be graciously pleased
to signify the same by his Royal Proclamation, then, from
and after the issuing of such Proclamation, this act, with re-
spect to such Colony or Province, Colonies or Provinces,
County, Town, or Port, District, or place, shall cease, de-
termine, and be utterly void; and if any captures shall be
made after the date and issuing of such Proclamation, or any
ships or vessels, and their cargoes, belonging to the inhabit-
ants of any such Colony or Province, Colonies or Provinces,
County, Town, or Port, District, or place, or if any ships
trading to or from such Colony or Province, Colonies or
Provinces, respectively, the same shall be restored to the
owners of such ships or vessels, upon claim being entered,
and due proof made of their property therein; and the cap-
tors shall not be liable to any actions for seizing or detain-
ing the said ships or vessels, or their cargoes, without proof
being made that they had actual notice of such Proclanmtion
having been issued."

have very important consequences to thE'Colony under your
Government; and, therefore, you will do well to consider
of every means by which you may, in conjunction with Lord
Dunmore, give facility and assistance to its operations.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
GEORGE GERMAINE.

To Deputy Governour Eden.

SAMUEL PURVIANCE, JUN., TO THE BALTIMORE DEPUTATION,

AT ANNAPOLIS. .
Baltimore, April 14, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Captain James Nicholson having retL:rned
yesterday evening with his tender, we have despatched her
to Annapolis, under the command of Lieutenant Nicholson
and Captain Samuel Smith, with a number of picked men
well armed, to be at your and the Council's cQ1nmand,in
case the Governour should have escaped before you get
down. As this boat can both row and sail, we judged her
much better fittE'dfor the pursuit than any vessel that could
be found at Annapolis; and we are of opinion that it may
still be possible to overtake the Governour before he may
leave Colonel Fitzhugh's, where, it is possible, he may call.
Captain Smith has directions to use every precaution that
no alarm may De given by the boat's going down, and we
confide in his prudent management of the matter. In case
there is no occasion for his service, the vessel can instantly
return back. This measure ha;; been determined on by
General Bw;hanan, Mr. Lux, "William Buchanan, Doctor
Boyd, Mr. Harrison, and myself; but they being now all
gone to dinner, cannot find them to sign this.

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,
SA1ffiEL PURVIANCE, JUN.

CAPTAIN NICHOLSON'S ORDERS TO LIEUT. NICHOLSON.

SIR: You arc immediately to proce"ed,with the Defence's
tender, off the harbour of Annapolis, and there to land Cap-
tain Smith. While he is ashore, you are to stand off and
on the harbour, and examine every boat that cornes out of
Annapolis, or thereabouts, (taking care to distress no boat"
unnecessarily;) and if you find Governour Eden and Secre-
tary Smith, or either of them, you are to make them prison;..
ers. If Captain Smith has orders to deliver them to the
Council of Safety, you will, in that case, deliver them up
to him for that purpose; if not, bring them on board the
Defence. If, upon Captain Smith's return, you find they
are not at Annapolis, you are thei} to proceed down to Ca-
lonel Fitzhugh's, and assist Captain Smith, if necessary, in
examining the Colonel's house and in making them prison-
ers. Provided they are nO! to be found in either place, and
you have reason to think you can overtake them in standing
farther down the bay, in that case you will proceed as far
as prudence will direct you. You must be particularly care-
ful in your watch while off Annapolis. Take care to con-
sult Captain Smith in all cases.

Given from under my hand, this 14th April, 1776, at
Fell's Point, Baltimore.

Whitehall, December 23,1775.

SIR: It was not till the 27th of November that your de-
spatch to Lord Dartmouth, of the 27th of Augnst, was re-
ceived here, when I had the honour of laying it before the
King; and I have it in command from his Majesty to ex-
press to you his Majesty's approbation of your zeal for the
pubIick service, and of the unalterable attachment you have prisoner.
"shown to his person and Government from the first com-
mencement of tbe unhappy disputes which have involved j}IARYLANDCOUNCILOF SAFETY TO COLONELSMALLWOOD.
his Majesty's faithful servants in the Colonies in difficulties [No. llS,] Annapolis,April 14, 1776.
and distress, that are only to be equalled by the fortitude SIR : You are hereby requested to send a commissioned
with which they are borne. officer to apprehend Alexandc7' Ross, of this Province, on

Your letter contains a great deal of very useful information, suspicion of his having been instrumental in communicating
and yonr confidential communication of tbe characters of intelligence to Lord Dunmore and other persons inimical to
individuals, more especially of such as come over into Eng- this Province and to the cause of America, and to bring him,
land, is of great advantage; and you may rest assured that with all convenient speed, before the Council of Safety.
every possible precaution will be used that no part of your The officer you send will probably find him in the neigh-
letter shall transpire. bourhood of Queenstown, in Queen Anne's County; and for

An armament, consisting of seven regiments, with a fleet so doing this shall be your justification.
of frigates and small ships, is now in readiness to proceed to Witness our flands, this 14th day of April, Anno Domini
the Southern Colonies, in order to attempt the restoration of 1776.
legal Government in that part of America. It will proceed,
in the first place, to North-Cm'olina, and from thence either To Colonel fVilliam Smallwood. .

to South-Carolina or Virginia, as circumstances of greater N. B. The oilicer is to command what assistance he may
or less advantage shall point out; if to the latter, it may want after he gets to the Eastern-Shore. '
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JAMES NICHOLSON.

To Mr. John Nicholson, Lieutenant of the Ship Defence.

N. B. If you find Mr. Ross, you wiJIlikewise make him
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MARYLAJI/1) COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THOMAS SMYTH.

[So. 119.] AnJ1apolis, April ]4, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Very urgent affairs of the Province require
your a~tenda~c.e in Council. ~ e therefi)fe request you will
immedIately Jom us at Annapolzs.

We are, &c.

'To Thomas Smyth and T. B. lIands, Esquires.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM JOHN AD.HiS, DATED PHILA-

DkLPHIA, APRIT, 14, 1776.
You justly comp1ain of my short lettprs; but the critica1

:state or'things, and the multiplicity of avocations, must plead
my excuse. You ask where the fleet is ? The enclos~d
papers wiII inform you. You ask what sort of defence Vlr-
,ginia can make? I believe they wiIl make an able defence.
Their Militia and Minute-men have been some timE' em-
ployed in training themselves, and they have nine hattalions
of Regulars (as they caIl them) maintained among them~
under crood officers, at the Continenta1 expense. They
have set up a number of manufactories for fire-arms, which
are busily employed. They are tolerably supplied with
powder, and are successful and assiduous in making salt-
petre. Their neighbouring sister, or rather daughter Colony
of North-Carolina, which is a warlike Colony, and has
sever,al battalions at the Continental expense, as well as. a
pretty good Militia, are ready to assist them, and they are III
very good spirits, and seem det~nnined to make a brave re-
sistance. The gentry are very rICh, and the common people
very poor. Thi~ incquality of property gives an aristocratical
turn to all their proceedings, and occasions a strong aver-
sion in their patricians to Common Sense. But the spirit of
these Barons is coming down, and it must submit. It is
very true, as you observe, they have been duped by Dun-
rMre. But this is a common case. All the Colonies are
duped, more or less, at one time and another. A more.
egregious bubble was never blown up than the stO!y of
Commissioners coming to treat with the Congress; yet It has
gained credit like a charm, not only with, but alfainst, ~he
clearest evidence. I never shall forget the delusIon whIch
seized our best and most sagacious friends, the dear inhabit-
ants of Boston, the winter before last. Credulity and the
want of foresight arc imperfections in the human character,
that no politician can sufficiently guard against.

You gi ve me some pleasure by your account of a certain
house in Queen-street. I bad burned it long ago in imagi-
nation. It rises now to my view like a phamix. What
shall I say of the Solicitor-General? I pity his pretty chil-
dren; I pity his fatber and his sisters. I wisb I could be
clear that it is no moral evil to pity him and his lady. Upon
repentance, they will eertainly bave a large share in the
compassions of many. But let us take warning, and give
it to our children. ~Whenever vanity and gayety, a love of
pomp and dress, furniture, equipage, buildings, great com-
pany, expensive diversions, and elegant entertainments, get
the better of the principles and judgments of men or women,
there is no knowing where they wiII stop, nor into what
evils, natural, moral, or political, they wiII lead us. Your
description of your own gaiete de camrchanns me. Thanks
be to God, you have just cause to rejoice; and may the
bright prospect be obscured by no cloud. As to declara-
tions of independency, be patient. Head our privateering
laws and our commercial laws. What signifies a word?

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO AD~nRAL HOPKINS.

New-York, April 14, 1116.

SIR: I have just received information that the Nautilus
sloop-of-war is arrived here from Newport, said to be sent
express from thence for the Asia, Phenix, and Savage, and
that they are intended Jor New-LondQn, in order to block up
your squadron in that harbour. I thought it my duty to give
you notice of this by express, that you might take your mea-
sures accordingly. The Phenix, Savage, and Nautilus,
sailed this morning. The Asia still rema}ns in the har-
bour.

I should be much obliged to you if you would forward
tbe cannon and stores I left a list with you for, as soon as
possible; and as the men-of-war are now out, I should be

,extremely glad jf you would keep a good look-out, to see

that the coast is clear before any more of the Continental
Troops embark fimn Nfw-London.

I am very respeetfully, sir, your most obedient servant,,
GEORGE'V ASHINGTON.

To Admiral Eseck Hopkins.

LIEUTENANT JONES TO JOSEPH HEWEs.

Alfred, New-LoJ1don Harbour, April 14, 1176.

SIR: When, agreeable to your r~que~t, I undertook ~o
write you an account of our proceedmgs I? the ~eet,.I dId
not imacrine tbat I should have been so stmted III pOlllt of
time. f owed you a much earlier account; but since our
arrival here, the repairs and business of the ship have re-
quired my constant attention. I wi]] endeavour to be more
punctual hereafter; in the meanwhile.' hope you will excuse
tbis omission till I can account for It personally. I pass
over what was prior to our arrival at the Capes of Dclawarf;,
where we were met by the Hornet sloop, and lFasp schoo-
ner, from ~Ma1"yland. .

On the 17th of February, the fleet put to sea wIth a smart
northeast wind. In the night of the 19th, (the gale having
increased,) we lost company with the Hornet, an? Fly ten-
der. We continued steerincr to the southward, wIthout see-
ing a single sail, or meetingOwith anything remarkable, till
the 1st of it/areA, wbcn we anehored at Abaco, one of the
Bahama Islands, having previously brought to a couple of
New-Providence sloops, to take pilots out of them. By
these people we were infonned that there was a large quan-
tity of powder, with a number of cannon, in. tI?e tw.o forts
of New-Providence. In consequence of thIs mtelhgence,
the Marines and Landsmen, to the number of three hun-
dred and upwards, under the command of Captain Nicho-
las, were embarked in the two sloops: It was detennined
that they should keep below deck until the sloops were got
in close to the fort, and they were then to land imtantly,
and take possession bef(Jre the Island could be alarmed.
This, however, was rendered abortive, as the forts fired an
alarm on the approach of our fleet. 'Ve then ran in, and
anchored at a small key three leagues to windward of the
town, and from thence the Commodore despatched tbe Ma..
rines, with the sloop Providence and schooner Wasp, to
cover tlwir landing. Tiley landed without oppo~tion, and
soon took possession of tho eastero garrison, (1 ort ~Mon-"
taO'ue ) "which after firing a few shot, the Islanders abandon..

b'
, _

~
ed. The next moming the ~Marines marched lor the to\\ n
and were met by a messenger from the Governour, who told
Captain Niclwlas that" the western garrison (Fort Nas,.
sau) was ready for his reception, ,~nd tI~at he mIght ma,rch
his force in as soon as he pleased. Tills was effected wIth..
out firing a gun on our side; but the Governour had sent off
one hundred and fifty harrels of powder the night before.

Enclosed you have an inventory of the cannon, stores,
&c., which we took possession of, and brought off in the
fleet. W 0 continued at New-Providence till the 17th ultimo,
and then brouoht off the Govemour and two more gentle--
men prisoners.o Our course was now directed back for the

. Continent, and, after meeting with much bad weather, on
the 5th instant, off Block-Island, we took the IIawke schoo-
ner, of six guns, one of Captain l¥allace'.~ tenders, and the
bomb-brig Bolton, of eight guns and two howitzers. The
next mornincr we fell in with the Glasgow man-of-war, and
a hot encrafTe~ent ensued, the particulars of which I cannot
communic~te better than by extracting the minutes which I
entered on the Alfred's log-book.

"At two A. M., cleared ship for action. At half past
two, the Cabot, being between us and the enem,y, began to
engage, and soon after we did the same. At tl1ll'd g1ass the
enemy bore away, and by crowdi.ng all sail, at length &ot a
considerable way ahead, made sIgnals for the rest. of the
EnO'lish fleet, at Rhode-Island, to come to her assistance,
and steered directly for the harbour. The Commodore then
thou<rht it imprudent to risk the prizes, &c., by pursuing
farth~r; therefore, to prevent our being decoyed into their
hands, at half past six made the signal to leave off chase,
and hau1 by the wind to join our prizes. The Cabot was
disabled at the second broadside, the Captain being dan-
gerously wounded, the Master and several men killed. The
enemy's whole fire was then directed at us, and an unlucky
shot havincr carried away our wheel-block and ropes, the
ship broached to, and gave the enemy an opportunity of
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raking us with several broadsides, before we were again, in
condition to steer the ship, and return the fi;e. In the actl~n
we received several shot under water, which made the slup
very leaky; we had beside~, !he mainmast, shot through,
and the upper works and nggmg very considerably da~na-
ged; yet it is surprising that we lost only the Second Lle,;-
tenant of Marines and four men, one of whom, (Martm
Gillirwwater,) a Midshipman, prisoner, was it! the cock-pit,
and h~d been taken in the bomb-brig Bolton yesterday.
We had no more than three men dangerously, and four
slightly, wounded."

I have the pleasure of assuring you that the C~mman?er-
in-Chief is respected through the fleet, and I verlly beheve
that the officers and men, in general, would go any length
to execute his orders. It is with pain that I confine this
plaudit to an individual; I sh,ould be happy in e~tcn?ing it
tQ every Captain and officer III the serVICe. ~ralse IS cer-
tainly due to some; but: alas, there are ex~eptlons.

.
It is certainly for the mterest of the service that a cordial

interchange of civilities shonld subsist between superior and
inferior officers; and, therefore, it is bad policy in superiors
to behave towards their inferiors, indiscriminately, as though
they were of a lower species. Men of liberal minds, who
have been Ion.,. accustomed to command, can ill brook being
thus set at no;.,.ht by others, who pretend to claim the mo-
nopoly of sense~ The rude, ungen,tle treatment ,":hich they
experience, creates sueh heart-burnmgs, ~s are .nowlse conso-
nant with that cheerful. ardour and spmt which ought ever
to be the characteristick of an officer; and, therefore, who-
ever thinks himself hearty in the service, is widely mistaken
when he adopts such a line of conduct in order to prove it ;
for to be well obeyed, it is necessary to be esteemed.

The fleet having been reinforced with two hundred men
lent from the Anny, is now in condition for another enter-
prise, and we expect to embrace the first wind for Rhode-
Island where I hope we shall meet with better success, as
we u~derstand that the Scarborough is now there. It is
proposed to cle~n the, ships at Providence, so that our ?e-
tention there will admit of a return of letters from Phzla-
delphia.

Meantime, with a grateful sense of past favours, I have
the honour to be, with much esteem, sir, your very obliged,
most humble servant,

JOHN PAUL JONES.

To the Honourable Joseph l1ewes, Philadelphia.

~fAJOR FRAZER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 7, 1776,]

Boston. April 14, 1776.

HONOURABLESIR: I have taken the liberty to enclose you
copies of the lists of vessels, and ordnance, and ordnance
stores, left by our enemy in this town, ~ll of which I hav~ pro-
perly sccured since they evacuated It. A more particular
account of the cargoes found in the vessels, with an account
of all other King's stores, I will forward as soon as I can ascer-
tain the amount of each article. I was ordered in here by
the Quartermaster-General the same day the enemy left the
town, in order to take an account, and secure all King's
stores; which I have been constantly employed about ever
since, and hope to finish in about two weeks, when I shall
render an, account of the whole of my proceedings to Colo-
nel 1):Ii:fflin, Quartermaster-General. The amount of King's
stores alone will, I am sure, be worth upwards of fifty thou-
sand pound3 sterling, besides a number of cables and anchors
taken up out of the harbour, in three or four fathom of
water. The anchors weigh fi'om thirty-five hundred down
to five hundred; some very large cables almost new. The
value of these two articles, that I have already got, is com-
puted, by good judges, to be worth three thousand I?oun~s
sterlin.,.. I have only had twelve hands employed III tllIS
work ~vo weeks; they are men that I hired belonging to
the town, who are very well acquainted with the harbour.
I hope, in two weeks' more, to clear the harbour, and get
out a number more of anchors and cables, &c. The men
expect to be allowed salvage, besides: their pay, for every
thing taken beyond 100v-water mark, as well as for the car~
goes~of salt, which would all have been lost had we not
used the greatest industry to have got it out, as the vessels
were all left scuttled. Your Honours will judge whether
this demand is reasonable, and please to let me know your

determination. If you think any extraordinary tJ'Oubleis
worth any more than my pay as Assistant Quartermaster-
General, you will please to make me what allowan?e you
think proper. His Excellenc~ has been pleased ~ogIVeme
a Majority in the Sixth Regiment o~ Foot, ,":hlChI shall
join as soon as I finish the above busmess, winch I am or-
dered to do; and I am, your Honour's most obedient, hum-
ble servant JOHN G. FRAZER,,

Assistant Quartermaster-General.
To the Honourable John Haw:ock, Esq.

P. S. The Quartermaster-General has fixed upon Jona-
than Wmiams, Esq., of Boston, as agent to dispose of all
stores found here, except what we want for our Army. He
has already sold, to a large amount, horses, wheat, flour, &c.

MAJOR FRAZER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Boston, April 14, 1776,

SIR: I now enclose you a more particular account of the
vessels left by the enemy at Boston; also, an inv~ntory of
the ordnance and ordnance stores. I have not lI1c1uded
those that are at Castle-Island, because General Ward informs
me that the Province claims the whole of them.

We have fonnd within this week, anchors and cables worth
at least three th~usand pounds sterling; they weigh from
thirty-five hundred weight down ,to five hund~ed weight,
(meaning the anchors,) taken out III ~hree or four fatho~n
water at low tide. I hope the Contmental Congress wtll
allow' uS salvage upon these, as well as other things which
we have secmed. I have had only twelve men employE!d
constantly in clearing the docks, &e., who do not belong to
the Army.

On Thursday last, the people at Cohasset, observing a
brier coming up the bay, armed themselves, and mapned
thr~e or four whale-boats, went oB: and, finding her to be
a merchantman, boarded and took her. She was from the
West-Indies, laden with rum and sugar; rnm, three hundred
hogsheads, for GenerallIowe's Army, which they expected
to find here.

On Friday morning last, ran away from the Renown,
ship-of-war, now lying in Nantasket-Road, eight Bl'itish
seamen that belonged to her, who brought off the cutter,
and landed at Point-Shirley, and are now in this town.

Commodore }}lanll!,screw, that he took in the last rich
prize are in close prison in this town. Mr. Jackson, Mr.
Brush, and three others, were examined by the General
Court, who were all committed to prison yesterday, Brush
in irons.

I expect to settle all mr accounts, and finish all matters
in my late department, tlllS week; and I shal] be much
obliged to you to give me leave to come ~oNew- Y?rk, to
have a final settlementwith ColonelJJ;F1jflzn, and dehverup
the books, &c. Mr. James Gmy, who did the business il1
my department before my appointment, has lived with me
ever since, and I think he is the most proper person to suc-
ceed me now, as he is very capable, and understands the
nature of the business very well; and I hope your Excel-
lency will be pleased to appoint him, which will infinitely
oblilTeme, as he will be left entirely without business when
I gi~e np the place; and he has been in the American Army
as loneras any in it. Colonel M~i:fflinknows him very weH,
and h:s a very good opinion of him.

~

Major Parke tells me he proposes to set. out for ~ew-
York on Wednesday next. If he does, he wtlileave a vast
number of accounts unsettled, and other affairs unfinished.

The General Court of thi5 Province want some of the
barracks upon Tflinter-Hill, to cover one thousand men,
which are to be raised immediately, and stationed at Noddle's
Island.

I hope your Excellency and lady had a pleasant journey
to }{ew- York; and am, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant, JOHN G. FUAZER.

To General TVashington.

A List of Vessels remaining in BOSTONHarbour after the
Enen~y evacuated the Town, with the proper Owners'
nam~s, according to the best information; viz:

1. A Brigantine Privateer, commanded by Captain ]J<Iar-
tindale, taken by the Fowey, man-of-war, burden one

. hundred and ten tons j at TilestQn' $ Wharf.

.
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2. A Brigantine loaded with Salt, one hundred and twenty
tons, owned by Major Peddrick, of l'rlarblehead; at
Tileston' s Wharf, scuttled.

3. A Brigantine loaded with Salt, one hundred and forty
tons, owned by Robert Hooper, Esq., of ltlarblehead;
at Tileston's Wharf.

4. A Brigantine from Jamaica, belonging to Providence;
no cargo on board; one hundred and twenty tons; at
Ti[,eston's Wharf.

5. A BJjgantine loaded with Lumber, one hundred and
forty-five tons, Captain Pike master; masts cut away.

6. A smal] Fishing-Boat, ten tons, owned by ltloses Pitch-
er; at Gardner's Wharf.

7. A Brigantine loaded with Lumber, but taken out by the
enemy, one hundred and fifty tons; at Rowe's fVhar1,
owned at Portsmouth.

8. A Schooner, forty-five tons, formerly belonging to Pick-
ering, sold at vendue, and purchased by John Rowe,
Esq.; at Rowe's TVharf.

9. A Sloop, seventy-fivc tons, belonging to this Province,
taken by a man-of-war; at Hall's Wharf.

10. A Schooner, Sophia, owned by Thomas Bishop, Esq.,
Commander of the Lively, for.tytons; at Hall's Wharf.

11. A Schooner, thirty tons, owned by Mr. Shimmear,
Commissary-General of the King's Forces; at Peck's
Tf1harf.

12. A Sloop belonging to Rhode-Island, loaded with con-
demned Stores of the King's ships, masts cut away,
and she scuttled; at Peck's Wharf.

13. A Schooner, thirty-five tons; at Peck's rVhmf
14. A Sloop, formerly belonging to Rhode-Island, taken

with Wood, seventy-five tons; at Hallowell's Ship-
Yard.

15. A Brigantine, one hundred tons, Jewet master, belong-
ing to Newbury; at Hallowell's Ship- Yard.

16. A Fishing-Boat, owned by Mandamus Councellors; in
Oliver's Dock.

17. A Boat, ten tons, from Rhode-Island, owned by Ho-
mans, a tailor; at Oliver's Dock.

18. A Schooner, owned by Mr. Williams, of Boston, one
hundred and ten tons; at Oliver's Dock.

19. A Schooner, cut out of Stonington Harbour, loaded
with Sugar, Molasses, &c., sixty tons; at Phillips's
Wharf; masts cut away.

20. A Sloop, seventy-five tons, belonging to Nantucket, now
the property of N. Ray Thomas; at Phillips's Wharf.

21. A Schooner, ninety tons, owned by Samnel White, of
Marbh;head; at Phillips's H7wrf

22. A Schooner, twenty tons, owned by rVilliam Perry; at
the Long Tt7wrf.

23. A Schooner, seventy tons, with some Salt on board,
owned by Major Peddrick, of ltlarblehead; at Minot's
Wharf.

24. A Brigantine, belonging to JJ1arblehead,one hundred
and forty tons; at the Long TVharf.

25. A Sloop, belonging to the eastward, ninety tons; at the
Long Wharf.

26. A Brigantine, loaded with Oil, owned by Colonel nan-
cock, ninety tons.

27. A Schooner, ninety tons, owned by Captain Cobb; at
Treat's Wharf.

28. A Schooner, fifty-fivetons, owned by Conner,a butcher;
in Town Docle.

29. A Schooner, loaded with Salt, owned by Captain White,
of Salem; at Phillips's Wharf.

30. A Schooner, ninety-five tons, owned by TVebb; at his
Wharf; masts cut away. .

31. A Schooner, at Noble's r1'ltar1,forty-five tons, owned
by John White, of Boston; masts cut away.

32. A Ship, three hundred tons, owned at the Grenards,
bound to Portsmouth, loaded with Rum, Sugar, and
Molasses; had sixteen Guns in her hold; brought in
here by a man-of-war.

33. A new Ship belonging to the Honourable John Han-
cock, Esq.; at his Wharf; masts cut away, and other-
wise much damaged.

34. A Sehoon~r, caIled Tlte 11ope,one of the King's Armed
Tenders, sold by the Admiral to one Breed, of Lon-
don; at Hancock's Tf1harf.

35. A Schooner at llutchinson's 1Vhar1,seventy tons, owned
by Captain Vernon.

36, 37. Two smaIl Sloops, belonging to the King, employed
as Tenders-one fmmerly taken at Philadelphia, the
other fi'Oln Rhode-I~land; at Clark's S7dp- Yard.

38. A Ship, three hundred tons, owned by Captain Vernon;
masts cut away.

39. A Brig, one hundred and ten tons, owned by Captain
J7ernon; masts cut away.

40. A S]oop, seventy tons, owned by Captain Vernon;
masts cut away.

41. A Schooner belonging to l.noch Tiley, of Casco-Bay,
and others, one hundred and ten tons; at Vernon's
Wharf; no masts.

42. A Schooner owned by Captain Dodge, of Salem, sixty
tons; at New-Boston.

43. One Sloop drifted on Dorchester-Flats; names of own-
ers not known.

44. A Sloop, drifted on Dorchester-Flats; names of the
owners not known.

45. A Schooner, drifted to Chelsea, loaded with Oil, be-
longing to Benjamin Jepson.

JOHN G. FRAZER,
Assistant Quartermaster-General.

Boston, "-\pril 14, 1776.

LETTER AND PETITION FRO]\[ NOVA-SCOTIA TO G~NEItAL

W ~SHINGTON.

[Enclosed in General Washington's Letter to Con greis, dated March
27, 1776.]

Cumberland, Nova-Scotia, February 8, 1776.

SIR: You may reasonably imagine that it is presumptuoU3
in me to take such liberty in writing to your Excellency;
stiIl, its going from one whose principles are actuated from
the genuine feelings of liberty, and an indelible anxiety for
the happiness of his country, animates an assurance that it
wiIl meet rather with a feeling of sympathy than censure;
more particularly as it is addressed to you, sir, who is at the
head of that Army which is opposing the mandates of a cor-
rupt and despotick Ministry, whose views and intent can be
founded upon no other principles than to bring the subject:;
of Britain to as abject slavery as the subjects of the itlost
arbitrary Eastern monarchy. Sensible I am of the impor-
tance of this proceeding, my inability of performing anything
in this great struggle, and the danger I expose myself and
family to in being treated with that accumulated vengeance
used by such men, who are actuated by pubEck, as weH a:;
private prejudices; stiIl, my fear and dread is yet more when
I consider tbe state of my country, that, by lying passive, I
expose myself and posterity to be bound in chains of slavery
all(~wretchedness, and not only that, but have that int:'lmous
epithet entailed upon them, of being Eke those sluggish and
slothful wretches, as represented of the tribe of I~sachar.
You will, therefore, pardon this impudence of mine.

The great contest between Britain and America ha,
hitherto been only treated with speculation amongst us. A
spirit of sympathy, I presume, for our brethren on the Con-
tinent, reigns in the breasts of the generality of the inhabit-
ants. \Vith gladness and cheerfulness would we be active
in the glorious struggle, had our situation and circumstances
been any way such that there was the least gIimpse of suc-
cess; but our remoteness fi'om the other Colonies, and our
form of Government, joined with the indigent circutnstances
of the inhabitants, render it in a manner impossible, with-
out succour from some other quarter.

Time not permitting, and my mind impressed with accu-
mulated troubles for our situation, nor is it necessary, for the
present intention, to give a detail of the different proceed-
ings and managements of Government; so much will suf~
fice, to give your Excellency an idea of the rise of our
impending calamity, if Providence does not stir up some
means to prevent it.

The generality of the Province, as I before mentioned,
sympathize with the Colonies. The least encouragement
or opportunity would have excited the people to join in the
defence of the liberty of America, always rejoicing when
they heard any flying report that an invasion was intended.
A necessity there was that the rulers in Government should
use every means and method to prevent giving uneasiness to
the people, if they had a mind to preserve peace. Yet, not-
withstanding, the men at the head of the Government, with
their emissaries, following the example of their patrons, the



937 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., APRIL, 1776. 938

Ministry, stimulated with an expectation of rccommend- publick safety. On their meetirig two or three times, sus-
ing themselves by showing their zealousness for the prero- pic ion arose that they intended sending to the Continent;
gative, prompts on the Governour to some prodamations the news of which was sent immediately to Ilalifax. The
laying certain restraints on the people. Then, joining in Committee, perceiving these things, found they could not
associations, offering their lives and fattunes in the defence continue, as they subjected themselves to be made prison-
of the supremacy of the Parliament; and then, to complete ers. They therefore agreed to lay aside the sending to
the matter, advise the Governour to call the Assembly to- .lVew-England as a Committee; but if any should choose to
gether at a time when the small-pox was raging at a great do anything of themselves, they might. The bearer, Cap-
degree. Many of the country members could not attend tain Jonathan Eddy, dec1ared that he would immediately
on account of the distemper. A bill was passed for raising set off by land, and lay our situation before your Excellency.
a regiment by ballot; and another for raising a tax to sup- A number drew up a small incorrect address, to recommend
port them. The preamble to the latter was such, that, in him to your Excellency. He wi11, no doubt, fully prove
my view, it canied the greatest implication of a declaration that he is capable for the undertaking. I have also, at the
of war against the Colonies. This flagrant proof of the in- same time, sent two Frenchmen, to return immediately from
tention of these miscreants roused a spirit among the people, ~Machias, in order to know what we are to expect.
and publick dec1arations were made which before were not Y Ollr Excellency may see by this, with the other infor-
heard. Some were immediately for applying to your Ex- mation you may receive, our situation. You have, no doubt,
cellency. Business was entirely stagnated. Nothing to be an unlimited power to help the &;tressed in this critical time.
heard but war-this County in particular. The inhabit- 1 trust and rely that this, joined with your own humane
ants being called to appear by the Commanding Officer of disposition, win excite your Excellency to give us assistance.
Militia, they complied with the order; and, when met, they. Should your Excellency incline helping us, it would be ne-
all, to a man, charged the officers, on their peril, to draw a . cessary to take care how any troops come. My grand view
person. The inhabitants then agreed that an Address, Re- in this is, to prevent the effusion of blood; for should it be
monstrance, and Petition, be sent to the Governour, praying known when they come, I imagine tbat a force would be
his suspending the execution of said acts, and to dissolve sent to oppose. The present situation of the Province 1'C-
the House of Assembly, and call a new one to meet imme- specting force is very trifling; and the fear our great men
diately. The Governour gave no other answer than order- are in concerning an invasion makes it more so. They have
iug the officers of Militia and tax-gatherers to desist, for the but about two hundred regular troops in Halifax, including
present, the putting the acts into execution. On the reeeipt a number of raw recruits from ]'{ewfoundland and other
of this, the County of Cumberland again met, and resolved, places. The Twenty-Seventh Regiment, lately arrived, is
almost unanimously, that it was no way satisfactory, and stationed in the naval yard, and there endeavouring to fortify
that it was only to delay time till a number of troops could round the town; but I think it is but trifling. 'Ve have this
be distributed through the different parts, as we had suffi- comfort, that, should no other troops arriy(~, they may not
cient reason to imagine so by the preparation and other send up to molest us. Had \ve, at this present time, two
intelligences at Halifax. .We have, therefore, again peti- or three hundred men, it would secure all that part of the

tioned, pressing his Excellency the Governour to answer Province between this and Halifax, and am convinced that
our former request, by dissolving the Assembly, and, for the that number would prevent five thousand from coming
first time, hinting to him our feeling for the commotions in through the woods. Captain Rddy wi]] make known to
the British Empire, &c. In this time some recruiting par- your Excellency the most suitable manner how to introduce
ties came among us, as also a person whom we have found troops. I am, it may be said, more particular in this, in
to be a spy. These, with others who live among liS whose order to serve some friends. One of my brothers is an offi-
principles are actuated by private pr~iudices, besides their cer in the regiment at I-Ialifax. Galling as this is to me,
enthusiasm for arbitrary authority, are rimking strong solie i- and the feeling of anguish for this calamity, will nowise
tations to have troops sent among us, the fear of which has deter me in my pursuit for the welfare of the publick. De-
occasioned much disorder and discontent among us. J\Iany tennined I am to pmsecute the matter, if God should spare
are afraid. of speaking. There are, also, among us several me, to establish those rights and privileges in this Province
families which lately came from England. They, in gene- which should, hy right, be enjoyed by every human bein~.
ral, speak something in favour of Parliament, and are wining But should your Excellency, witb the honourable tbe Co~-
to submit to little taxes, as they have been accustomed to pay tinental Congress, determine not to give any assistance, it
such heavy ones in their own country. These encour<\ge mmt occasion the most direful and horrible consequences.
the minions of Government. 'Ve can have no certainty Let me beseech your Excellency to hel p us. Give us an
how matters are passing. News is constantly propagated opportunity of joining with the other Colonies. It all da-
to the disadvantage of the Americans, and of the intentions pends upon your bounty.
and success of the other side, and that almost e\'ery fi)reign I must once more plead for your forgiveness for this
power intends assisting Brita£n. Sometimes we have a liberty I have taken, as, also, excuse the incorrectness of my
flying report that the Am€ricans have allies to help them; writing. I have not time to copy. And further, must ear-
but this is generally stifled. AU these things keep us in a nestly request your keeping this from the publick. Much
flutter. The straggling manner in which people have settled other information could be given; but the hurry of departure
this new country makes it very difficult, and, in a manner, of the bearer prevents my saying more. I refer to him.
almost impossible for them to act either offensively or defen- Any assistance I can give your Excellency, either by intel-
sively. The people, in general, have great fhmilies, which ligence or otherwise, I shall esteem it an honour and duty
will occasion a lamentable scene should British Troops ar- to peform.
rive here before any succour comes from your Excel1ency. My best wishes for the success of your arms. May the
We would greatly rejoice could we be able to join with the Supreme Ruler of the Universe protect you. May the civil
other Colonies; but we must have other assistance before and religious liberties of America stand firm and unshaken
we can act publickly. I would observe to yom; Excellency, to the latest posterity, is my earnest prayer.
concerning the Acadians, I have dwelt among them npar I am, with profound respect, your Excellency's most de-
six-and-twenty years. I am well acquainted with their voted, most obedient, and very humble servant.
mannersand ways. I have taken great pains in conversing. . T .
with them concerning their commotions. They are, to a

To HIs Excellency George Hashwgton.

man, wholly inclined to the cause of America. I have often
pitied them in their situation, and the manner of proceedinO"s
against them from time to time. I have made proposals to
them, and promised, if ever in my power, to do my utmost
for their relief, and to lay the state of their matter before the
honourable the Continental Congress, not doubting but they
would be relieved. By this opportunity, I have sent a
young man belonging to themselves; he may be able to
answer any questions your Excellency may want to know.

A Committee was chosen lately. by the inhabitants to fall
upon such methods as might be thought conducive for the

To His Excellency GEORGE tV ASHlNGTON,Esq., General-
1~ssimoof the Army of the Twelve United Colonies oj
AMERICA.

May it plea.sc your Excellency:
The. liberty we take in addressing a person of so exalted

a rank will, we presume, be fully pardoned when you per-
ceive the occasion of it.

The inhabitants o,f Nova-Scotia, and in particular those
of the County of Cumberland, ha ve been under the greatest
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desire and apprehension ever since the great contest subsist-
ing between Great Britain and the American Colonies.
Our situation has been such that we have not had it in our
power to do anything in conjunction with the other Colo-
nies. The form of Government we are under, and .the man-
ner of executing its authority, has been such that we are
rather to be looked upon as slaves than freemen.

.With anxious desires have we been waiting for the suc-
cess of your righteous cause, and that you would cast an
eye of pity towards this forlorn part. We have, indeed,
nothing to recommend us but misery and impending de-
struction and devastations. We trust our manner of pro-
ceeding will have the desired effect on you, as well as the
others who are the instruments of supporting the liberty of
mankind.

\Ve have been harassed much, occasioned by different
proceedings of Government; threatened are we because we
have such sentimj:)nts concerning the cause contended for
by our brethren on the Continent. News has been re-
ceived that troops will soon be sent among us. This, in a
manner, has roused many who were environed in lethargy.
Committees have been appointed from the different towns
(including the Acadians) to fall upon some method of
safety, there being a number among us (vainly called Go-
vernment-men) who are continually prymg into our pro-
ceedings, and, with accumulated tales, give information to
the Government at Halifax. Liable, therefore, are we to
be cut in pieces, having no expectation of succour but what
comes through your Excellency.

We agreed in our Committees that nothing should be
done publickly, as it might aggravate the others to fall upon
us sooner than they intended; and further, as we couln not
tell the intention of the honourable Continental Congress
concernmg us.

Therefore, as innividuals who belong to the afi)resaid
Committee, do recommend Jonathan Eddy, Esq., to your
Excellency, who will acquaint you with our situation; and
praying with ardency that your Excellency wiJl please re-
lieve us, so that we may be able to give our sentiments
publickly, and join with our little strength, in conjunction
with the other Colonies, in preventing the ensigns of slavcry
fi'Om being set up in any part of this great Empire. And
we further pray your Excellency will keep this our request
a secret for the present.

\Ve do, separately and jointly, pray for the success of
your arms, and that you may be victorious, and vanquish
all your enemies.

\Ve are, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's
most devoted and very humble servants,

ABIJAH AYER, JOHN ALLAN,

NATHANIEl. REY"OLDS, WILLIAM LAWRENCE,

AMASA KILLAM, SIMON NEWCOMB,

JESSE BE1'o'T, ROBERT FOSTER,

WILLIAM lVlAxw ALL, SnIEoN CHEFTER.

GEORGE FORSTER,

LORD GEORGE GERMAINE TO GOVERNOUR CARLETON.

Whitehall, February 17, 1776.

SIR: The events which happened in the Province under
your government, in the month of November, left no room
for any other consideration but that of sending as early as
possible a relief to the Town of Quebeck, in case you should
have been able, with the small garrison you had collected
together, to maintain possession of it during the winter; such
relief to be followed by a body of troops sufficicnt to retake
the town in case it should have fallen into the hands of the
Rebels, and to effect the recovery of the whole of the Pro-
vince to his Majesty's possession.

To this end it was judged expedient immediately upon
the arrival of Lieutenant Pringle, in the NanClJ, to equip a
small squadron of his Majesty's ships, consisting of the Isis,
of fifty guns, the Surprise and Triton frigates, and the it/ar-
tin sloop-of-war. This squadron has been accordingly pre-
pared with the greatest despatch, and will be accompanied
with three victuallers and two large navy transports, having
on board provision for three thousand men for three months.

His Majesty has also thought fit to direct that the Twen-
ty-Ninth Regiment should be distributed on board the differ-
ent ships, in the manner stated in the enclosed paper; and
the whole being now ready to sail, enclosed I send you a

copy of my letter of instructions to Lieutenant-Colonel Gor-
don, and of the instructions given by the Admiralty to the
Captains of the several ships, pursuant to the directions I
had the honour to send their Lordships by his Majesty's
command.

Every effort is making to push forward the second em-
barcation of troops, so that they may be ready to sail by
the 20th of next month.

That embarcation will consist of six Regiments from Ire-
land, and two f!'Om Great Britain, together with four com-
panies of Artillery, and a large battering train; tbe whole to
be under the command of Major-General Burgoyne, who,
together with Major-General Lord Cornwallis, is appointed
by the King to serve under you on the side of Canada; but
it will possibly be some time before you can have the as-
sistance of Lord Cornwallis, as he is at present appointed
to serve under Major-General Clinton, upon an expedition
to the southward, but he will proceed to Quebeck with his
regiment as soon as that service is over.

To this force it is proposed to add about five thousand
foreign auxiliary troops, furnished by the reigning Duke of
'Brunswick and the Prince of Waldeck; of which about
three thousand will be ready to embark in the Elbe, in the
beginning of ftfarch, and the remainder as soon after as pos-
sible.

Enclosed I send you the state of the British Regiments
that are to p!'Oceed under the command of Major-General
Burgoyne; and I am to signify to you his Majesty's com-
mands, that you do give the necessary directions for the dis-
embarcation of the said troops, as well as of the foreign
auxiliaries; and that you do employ them in such manner
as you shall think most effectual for his Majesty's service.

Major-General Burgoyne will be so fully instructed in
every point, in regard to the important services that are to
be carried on, on the side of Canada, that it will be unne-
cessary now for me to say anything on that subject, and,
therefore, I have only to enclose to you his Majesty's war-
rant, containing a signification of his Majesty's pleasure for
your direction in carrying into execution the powers vested
in you by your commission of posting officers to vacancies.

I am , &c. , G ERMAINE.

To Sir Guy Carleton, Qu,ebeck.

LORD GEORGE GERMAINE TO GOVERNOUR CARLETON.

Whitehall, March 28, 1776.

SIR: I have already informed you in my letter of the
17th February, of which I now enclose a duplicate, that
the force to be employed in Canada under your command
would consist of nine British Regiments, and about five
thousand foreign auxiliaries.

I hope that by this time the Regiments from Ireland are
nearly ready to proceed, and this letter will be delivered
to you by Major-General Burgoyne, who accompanies the
first ernbarcation from hence, consisting, as you will see by
the enclosed Slate, of about two thousand Brunswick Troops,
being the first division of that corps, and also of the Twen-
ty-First Regiment, from Plymouth.

It is impossible, on account of the difficulty of procuring
transports, to say when the second division of the Bruns-
wick Troops will be ready to embark, but I hope it .."ill be
in the course of next month.

Enclosed I bave the honour to send you a list of commis-
sions, by which his Majesty gives military rank in America
to his General Officers serving there; and it is hoped that this
arrangement will have the effect to prevent any embarrass-
ment or inconveniency from any claim in the General Offi-
cers of the foreign troops to have command in consequence
of superior rank to the natural born subjects of Great Bri-
tain, upon whom it is his Majesty's intention that the com-
mand shall in all cases devolve.

The defeat and repulse of the Rebels at Quebeck, on the
31st December, was a great and happy event; and I am
commanded by the King to express to you the sense his
Majesty entertains of your service on that important day,
and of the services of all those who distinguished them-
l:ielves upon that occasion.

It is hoped and believed that so seVere a check will ha ve
had the consequence to deter the Rebels. from any other
such attempts upon Quebeck; and we trust the armament
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now sending out will arrive in time to prevent their forming
any regular sieg-e of that important post.

If the Rebei"S should attempt to keep possession of ltlon-
treal, or any other place in Canada on your side the lakes,
the Army under your command will be sufficient to drive
them from that part of the Province; and there is no doubt,
if you succeed in these first operations, but t!lat you w~ll
endeavour to pass the lakes as early as possible, and, III
your future progress, contribute to the success of the ~rmy
under General Ilowe. If, contrary to all our expectatIOns,
Quebeck should have fallen into the hands of the Rebels,
a battering train of artillery is sent out, with Eng¥1eers, and
a stroner detachment of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, to
enable "'you to regain that place, either by immediately at-
tacking it, or first seizing ltlontreal, and by that means cut-
tinn- off all communication between Quebeck and tbe rebel-
lio~s Provinces; but these operations must be left to your
judgmen~ and discret.ion, as it W?:1ld be highly improper, at
such a dJstance, to give any posItIVe orders, especmlJy as so
much confidence is placed in your knowledge and military
experience. I am, &c., GER'lIAINE.

To Sir Guy Carleton, Quebeck.

LETTER FRO~. ARTHUR U:E.
[London,] April 15, 1776.

DEAR SIR: On the 7th ultimo the Snow Dickinson, Cap-
tain }tileston, consigned to Messrs. Montandolline lY Frere,
at Nantes, was brought into Bristol by her crew,. :1?d deli-
vered up with all her papers. From these the Mllllstry are
apprised of all the ships which have been sent to the differ-
ent ports of France, and cruisers are despatched into the
Bay of Biscay to watch them. John Sands, mate of the
Dickinson, had made memorandums, long before he left
Ph17adclphia, of every material transaction, which shows a
premeditated plan of ~reachery. The procee?ings o~ .the
Ministry, relative to tlus proof of the French InterpositIOn,
have not yet transpired; but France does not seem to be
settled or spirited enough to enter into a war, should Emg-
land resent this business.

On the 5th of this month a fleet sailed witb two thousand
Brunswick Troops and General Burgoyne; it is therefore
understood that they are gone to sncconr Quebeck. Six
regiments, (about ~our thousand effective ~~n,) made up
with German recrUIts, are now ready for saJlmg orders at
Cork. It is probable that they, too, are destined to Qucbeck.
The first divisions of the Iles.~1:ansare not yet arrived, so
that it is not likely the whole of them will sail till the latter
end of l~Iay. They are, by stipulation, to serve altogether,
and therefore wiJl go to Boston or Long-Island. It is sup-
posed the Provincials will po,ssess the strong posts on Eliz.a-
beth River, which, if in the enemy's hands, will give them
the command of Jersey, Staten-Island, &c. If the Provin-
cials always have redoubts in the front and flanks of their
Army, it is the opinion of the ablest in the profession, that
they will be better than intrenchments or lines, and will foil
the Regulars by breaking their line, or forcing them to sacri-
fice a number of men, which they cannot afford.

People here begin to feel the matter as very serious, since
the publications of Dr. Price and Lord Stair ha\'e con-
vinced them that new taxes must be imposed for supporting
this armamMt, which, it is certain, will cost upwards of
twelve mi1lions. This, therefore, is universally believed to
be the last effort of Administration; and if they do not suc-
ceed this campaign, it will be utterly impossible for tlJI3mto
find men or money for such another. The ships sent out
are exceedingly ill-manned, and there is such a disposition
to desertion among the German Troops, that if proppr offers
are made to them the :!\Jinisterial peopJe are much afraid
they will desert in great numbers. They have hopes, how-
ever, that divisions will take place among the Provinces
and in the Congress, as they are satisfied that firmness and
unanimity will force their own terms.

The City of London has addressed the Throne for an
avowal of the conditions on which peace is to be restored.
The answer was, in effect, unconditional submission. You
may reckon, that in July the troops will be an-ived, so as to
enable General Howe to take the field. Lord Ifowe, tkough
he has accepted of the command, is not yet sailed; he goes
in the Eagle, of sixty-four guns. He is a brave man, but has
a very confused head, and is therllfore very unfit for an e'X;-

tensive command. As there will not be above two line-of-
battle ships, if the Congress could 'procure five I.ine-of-battle
ships fi'om the Prenc~ .and Spanwrds, ~hey mIght de~tJ'Oy
or drive the whole Entzsh fleet from their coasts. Adwu.

JOHN HANSON, JUN., TO MARYLA:-<D COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Fredericktown, Middle District, April 15, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The Committee have received the rolls of
Captain Young's and Captain Good's Minute Companies,
and the times of the men's attendance, agreeable to the re-
solves of the Convention. Their pay amounts to eighty-six
pounds four shillings an~ six ~ence; whic.h sum t.he Com-
mittee request may be ImmedIately put mto thCIr hands,
that the men may be paid off. .

I am desired to acquaint your Honours that the quantIty
of powder now in the magazine in this town is only about
six hundred weight; that though the powder belongs pro-
perly to the whole Provi~ce, yet they hope th~y may have
the liberty (on any occasion where they. conceive the good
of the Province to be concerned) of makmg use of any pal"l
of it which they may think necessary, and they request your
Honours' permission to do so.

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,
JOHN HANSON, JUN.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ltlaryland.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM JOHN ADA~IS, DA'l'ED PUILA-
1?ELPHIA, APRIL 1.'1, 1776.

I send you every newspaper that comes out, ~nd ~ scn.d
you, now and then, a few sheets of paper; but ~hls.artIcle IS
as scarce here as with you. I wouJd send a qUIre If I could
get a conveyance. I write you now and then a line, as
often as I can, but I can tell you no news but what I send
in tbe publick papers.

Weare waiting, it is said, for Commissioners-a Messiah
that will never come. This story of Commissioners is as
arrant an illusion as ever was hatched in tbe brain of an
enthusiast, a politician, or a maniack. I have laughed at it,
scolded at it grieved at it~ and I do not know but I may, at
an uncruarde:d moment, have ripped at it. But it is in vain
to rea~on aerainst such delusions. I was very sorry to see,
in a letter fi.om the General, that he had been buhbled with
it; and still more, to see, in a letter from my sagacious
friend rT'~,*at Plymouth, that he was taken in too.

:My opinion is, that the Commis.sioners a~d the commis-
sion have been here (1 mean III Amenca) these two
months. The Governours, Mandamus CouncIllors, Collec-
tors, and Comptrollers, and Comm~nders of t~e Army.and
Navy, I conjecture, compose the hst, ~nd theIr power. IS.to
receive submissions. But we are not III a very submIssive
mood. They will get no advantage of liS. We shall go
on to perfection I believe. '

I have been very busy for some time; have written about
ten sheets of paper, with my own hand, about some tl'itEng
affairs which I may mention some time or other-not now,
for fe~r of accidents. '''hat will come of this labour time
will discover. I shall get nothing by it, I believe, because
I never get anythi?g by any thing that I do.. I am sure. the
publick or postenty ought to get somethmg. I beheve
my children will think I might as well have thought and
laboured a little ni.,.ht and day, for their benefit. But I
wiJl not bear t11e ~eproaches of my c"hildren. I will tell
them, that I studied and labo.ured to procure a free Consti-
tution of Government for them to solace themselves under,
and if they do not prefer this to ample fortune, to ease, and
eleerance, they are not my children, and I care not what
bec~mes of them. They shall live upon thin diet, wear
mean clothes, and work hard, with cheerful hearts and free
spirits, or they may be the children of the earth, or of no
one, for me.

John has genius, and so has Charles. Take care that
they do not g"Oastray. Cultivate their minds) inspire their
little hearts, raise their wishes. Fix their attention upon
great and glorious objects. Root out every little thing.
Weed out every meanness. Make them great and manly.
Teach them to scorn injustice, ingratitude, cowardice, and
falsehood. Let them revere nothing but religion, morality,
and liberty.
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Received April 18, ] 776.-Referred to Mr. Reed, Mr. Clinton, and
Mr. Braxton.]

Netv-York, April ]5, ]776.

SIR: I am now to inform you that, on the 4th. instant, I
set out from Cambridge, and arrived here on ,,"'at~lrday last.
I came through Providence, Norwich, and New-London, in
order to see and expedite the embarcation of the troops.
The Third Brigade, under the command of General Greene,
was at .New-London when I left it, where there was a suffi-
cient number of transports to embark them, and most pro-
bably would have arrived here before this, had it not been
for a snow-storm which happened the night they sailed,
which dispersed them, and I fear has done them some in-
jury. General Spew:er, with the last brigade, marched from
Roxbury the day I left Cambridge, and would be at New-
London, ready to embark in the return transports which
brought General Sullivan's division to this place. T~e
whole of the troops may be reasonably expected here III
the course of this \\reek. The badness of the roads, and
difficulty of procuring teams for bringing the stores, baggage,
&c., have greatly prolonged their arrival at this place.

I have not had time since I came to look fully about me,
but find many works of defence begun, and some finished.
The troops are much dispersed, some on Long-Island, others
on Staten-Island, &c.

I have ordered four battalions from hence to Canada, and
am taking measures to have them forwarded to Albany, by
water, with all possible expedition. This will greatly expe-
dite their arrival, and ease the men of much fatigue. I
have written to General &hnyler of their coming, that he
may have necessary measures taken to hurry their march to
General Thomas.

I am informed by General Putnam, that the Militia that
were called in for the snpport of this town, in case the Min-
isterial Army had arrived before our troops, are all discharged,
it being unnecessary to keep them longer. AI] the ships-of-
war, besides the Asia, moved out of this harbour on Satur-
day, and the Asia yesterday, some of which ar~ now below
the Narrows, and the rest gone to sea.

Your favour of the 10th instant, by Major Sherburne,
directed to General Putnam, or the commanding officer here,
came to hand on Saturday evening, with three boxes of
money, which I shall deliver the Paymaster as soon as he
arrives, and transmit you his receipt for the sam/'.

Ha ving received infonnation from hence before my de-
parture from Cambridge, that thirty pieces of heavy cannon
were wanting, and essentially necessary for the defence of
this place, in addition to those already here, I took the
liberty of applying to Admiral Hopkins, ",-horn I saw at
New-London, for that number, with the mortars and stores
he brought from Providence, a list of which he had trans-
mitted you. He told me that; as many were wanting for the
defence of Providence River and the harbour at New-Lon-
don, it was uncertain whether I could have all I wanted,
but that he would send me all that could be spared.

I have not been able to get a return of the troops since I
came; as soon as I do, I will send it to you.

I am, sir, with great respect and esteem, your most obe-
dient serVant G HT,

EORGE tV ASHINGTON.

To the Honourable the President of Congress.

GENERAL, ORDERS.

Hcad-Quarters, New-York, April 14, 1776.
(Parol.., Ne". York) (Countersign, l'rosp.,'ily )

The General compliments the officers who have succes-
sively commanded at this post, and returns his thanks to
them, and to all the officers arid soldiers under their com-
mand, for the many works of defence which have been so
expeditiously erected, and doubts not hut the same spirit
of zeal for the service will continue to animate their future
conduct.

Exact returns of all the Regiments and Corps to be made
up and sent to the Adjutant-General, as soon as possible.
The commanding officers at the outposts are also to send a
report of the numbers under their command, where and how
disposed of. Exact returns also of all the ordnance and
military stores, provisions, stores in the departrpent of the

Quartermaster-General, &c., to be forthwith delivered 10
the Commander-in-Chief, signed by the proper officer of
the head of each department.

All persons infected with the small-pox are to bejmm~:-
diately removed to a secure place, to be provided by the
Quartermaster-General, who will consult the Magistrates of
the city thereupon. A proper guard, to be composed of
men who have had that disorder, to be fixed .at this Hospi-
tal, to prevent any intercourse but such as the manager shall
license.

Pay abstracts are to be made out for each Regiment and
Corps in this department, to the 1st of April, exclusive,
(each m~nth separate,) and lodged with Major Harrison,
Aid-de-Camp to the General, that provision may be made
for payment.

As the General is unacquainted at present with the various
orders for the good government of the troops here, or the
reasons which induced the giving of them; he directs that
those, and all General Orders, be duly attended to and
obeyed, until countermanded by himself.

The General flatters himself that he shall hear no com-
plaints fi'om the citizens of abuse or ill treatment, in any re-
spect whatsoever; but that every officer and soldier, of every
rank and denomination, will pride themselves (as men con-
tending in the glorious cause of liberty ought to do) in an
orderly, decent, and regular deportment.

.

One Captain, four Subalterns, four Sergeants, four Cor-
porals, two Drums, and one hundred Privates, to parade
this afternoon, at four o'elock, to go as guard to Govemour"s
Island.

Two Field-Officers, four Captains, eight Subalterns, six-
teen Sergeant';, four Drums and Fifes, and four hundred men,
from lIeath's and Lord Stirling's Brigades, to parade at six
o'clock, to-morrow morning, with three days' provisions, to
go as a working party to Govemour's r~lanrl. General Put-
nam will order boats to be ready at the ferry to transport
them.

For the future, the Commissary-General is not to issue
any rum to working parties, unless the return is signed by
the officer commanding the whole party.

Head-Quarters, New-York, April 15, 1776.
(Parole, Pldladp1phia.) (Counteriign, Norfolk,)

The Quartermaster-General is immediately to provide
transports to convey foul" Regiments to Albany. Poor's,
Patterson's, Greaton's, and Bond's Regiments, are to hold
themselves in readiness to embark at an hour's warning.
They are to take with them their camp equipage, which the
Quartermaster-General will furnish, taking thc Colonels, or
commanding officers' receipt for the tents, &c., supplied to
each corps.

An exact return to be made t}jis evening by the Majors
of Brigade of all the guards; where mounted, and number
of sentries furnished by each guard.

The Quartermaster-General is immediately to provide six:
whale-boats for the publick service; he will report when
they arc ready to be employed.

The Majors of Brigade are to attend at the Ad~utant-
General's Office, near Head-Quarters, at eleven 0 clock,
every forenoon, to receive the General Orders of ihe day.
Such Brigade-Majors as are at a remote distance from the
town may send an Orderly Adjutant to act for them.

Brigadier-General Thompson is to command the Brigade
going to Albany; he will receive his orders as soon as the
troops are embarked.

As the Army at this place is lately strongly reinforced,
and more of the Continental established Regiments hourly
expected, it is no longer necessary to detain any of the Mili-
tia ; therefore Colonel Martin, with four companies of Mili-
tia, from Sussex County, in New-Jersey, are dismissed, with
the General's thanks for the spirit with which they stepped
forward in the service of their country on this occasion, and
for their good behaviour and servige since they joined the
Army.

The officers and soldiers of Poor's, Patterson's, Greaton'..,
and Bond's Regiments, to be immediately taken pff duty.

Lieutenant Vallice, of Colonel Winds's Regiment, together
with the non-commissioned officers and men of that corps,
who were lately employed at the Laboratory in making car-
tridges, are immediately to return to that duty.
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHU1~ER.

New-York, April 15, 1'776.

DEAR SIR: Previous to the receipt of your favour of the
7th instant, I had been directed by the honourab]e Congress
to detach four regiments to Quebeck, if they could be spared
from the service here. I am very sensible of the great ne-
cessity of sending a respectable body of troops immediately
into that country, and have accordingly ordered four of the
strongest regiments to hold themselves in readiness, and am
providing vessels to transport them to Albany. You may
depend they shall be forwarded with all possible despatch.
In the mean time, I beg you would make the necessary pre-
parations for their subsistence. There will be about two
thousand men, exclusive of officers, in the four regiments.

I beg you wiJI forward the enclosed letter to Genera] Tho-
mas; and am, very respectfully, dear sir, your most obedient
servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To Major-General Schuyler, Northern Department.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL THOMAS.

New-York, April 15, 1'116.

DEAR SIR: I am to acknowledge the receipt of your
£lVour of the 7th instant, and cannot but express my con-
cern at the great deficiency of the regiments destined for
Canada; but as I am sensible of the necessity of having
a respectable body of troops in that country, I am now
preparing to send you four of the strongest regiments in the
service; and you may rely upon it no time shall be lost in
getting them forward as fast as possible. They will amount
to about two thousand rank and file, and will go to Albany
by water.

I have written to General &huyler by this opportunity,
and desired him to make the necessary preparations for their
subsistence, and doubt not he will speedily despatch them
to you.

I m03t sincerely wish you success equal to the importance
of the cause; and am) very respectfully, sir, your most obe-
dient servant G W' EORGE ASHINGTON.

To Major-General John Thomas, Albany.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO JOSEPH REED.

New-York, April 15, 1776.

My DEAR SIR : Your favour of the 13th was this instant
put into my hands, scarcely in time to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of it by this post, and to thank you for your great care
and attention in providing my camp equipage.

I am exceedingly concerned to hear of the divisions and
parties which prevail with you, and in the Southem Colo-
nies, on the score of independence. These are the shelves
we have to avoid, or our barque will split and tumble to pieces.
Here lies our great danger, and I almost tremble when I
think of this rock. Nothing but disunion can hurt our cause.
This will ruin it, if great prudence, temper, and moderation,
are not tnixed in our councils, and made the governing prin-
ciples of the contending parties.

When, my good sir, will you be with me? I fear I shall
have a difficuJt card to play in this Government, and could
wish for your assistance and ad vice to manage it. I ha ve not
time to add more, except that, with great sincerity and truth,
I am, dear sir, your most obedient and affectionate humble
servant ,

GEORGE 'V ASHINGTON.
To Joseph Reed, Esq.

GENERAl. WASHINGTON TO JOHN ADAMS.

New-York, April 15, 1776.

SIR: This morning your polite letter of the I st instant
was delivered to me by Mr. Dana. I am much obli<redto
you for your introduction of that gentleman, and yo:;' may
rely on my showing him every civility in my power.

I have ever thought, and am still of opinion, that no terms
of accommodation will be offered by the British Ministry
hut such as cannot be accepted by America.

'"
e have

nothing, my dear sir, to depend upon but the protection of a
kind Providence, and unanimity among ourselves.

I am impressed with the deepest gratitude for the high ho-

FOURTHSERlES.-VOL. v. 60

DOur intended me by Congress. 'Whatever device may be
determined upon by the respectable Committee they have
chosen for that purpose, will be highly agreeable to me.

I have the honour to be, most respectfully, sir, your obe-
dient and affectionate humble servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To the Honourable John Adams, in Congress.

WILLIAM ALLISON TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Goshen, April 15, 1776.

GE~""TLEMEN:In obedience to a letter and resolve of
Congress, of the 4th of JYlarch last, I have enclosed to you
a state of my regiment, and lament that I was not able to
do it sooner, and that they are not better equipped; but as
necessity covers many wants, I hope the Committee will
impute the latter to that, and the impossibility of obtaining
some of the necessary articles, rather than their want of zeal
for the cause. '

I have not the least reason to doubt the willingness of my
officers and soldiers to mareh on the shortest notice, but am
sorry to inform you that the regiment seems to have a gene-
ral aversion to the Minute service; that a great deal of pains
has been taken by my Captains to turn out their proportion
of Minute-men, by voluntary inlistments, but to no purpose,
and to draft, gentlemen, must be an arduous task to an offi-
cer while a general reluctance prevails among the people;
ha ve therefore omitted it at the present, and if it must be
done, I hope the Committee will favour me with a line to
that purpose.

You will pardon the digression, gentlemen, in my saying
that I am much afraid the good end the honourable the Con-
tinental Congress had in view, will never be wen answered
in the Minute-men. If they go on in general throughout
the Confederated Colonies as they have ever done in this
part of Orange County, I think I dare, without the spirit of
prophecy, say we must not lay any great stress on what they
will do lor us in the present contest. All which is humbly
submitted.

I have the honour to be, respectfully, gentlemen, your'
obedient and very humble servant,

'
n A'y ILLIAM I,LISON.

To the Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York.

A state of the First Rlgiment of Foot, in GOSHENPre-
cinct,OUASGE County, as to OjJicers,Non-Commissioned
Officers, and Privates, Arms, Accoutrements, Ammuni-
tion, o/c.; made out this 15th day of APRIL, 1776:
Colonels, William Allison and Benjamin Justin, Jun.;

Majors, Moses lIatfield and John Decker; Adjutant, John
Wood; Quartermaster, James Sawyer.

I do hereby certify the above to be as true a state of my
Re<Timentas I have been able to ascertain.
. 0

WILLIAM ALLISON.

JOHANNES HARDE~-UURGH TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OJ'

SAFETY.

Rosen<lall, Ulster County, April 15, 1776.

GENTI-ElIrEN: Your letter, dated the 1st of April instant,
I received the 13tb, and did immediately make inquiry what
progress the recruiting officers had made in raising their
men; and was informed by some of the officers, that two
of the companies raised in Ulster County were completed
and ordered to the fortifications in the Highlands; the other
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company, to be raised by Captain Cornelius Hardenburgh,
I was a180 informed, had their complement of men; but as
he Wa'Sgone to New- York at the time I received your let-
ter, I expect he will receive bis orders thore; but will also,

'on his return, give him notice of General Putnam's demand.
I also gave notice to "Mr. Tt7ynkoop, one of our Delegates,

'of the necessity of some of our Delegates attending at New-
York, when be told me be was preparing to go there with
the first opportunity that should olfer.

Gentlemen, wbereas sr'vcral of our militiamen are with-
out arms or ammunition, and we know not how soon their
assistance may be required; I therefore tbink it reasonable
that those who bave agreed with the Congress la;t year to
make arms for the use of tbe Colony, should deliver them as
soon as possible, that those who are in want of arms may
be supplied.

I remain, gentlemen, with esteem, YOlli' humble servant,
JOHANNES HARDENBURGH,

"

Chairman of the County Committee.

To tlw Committee of Safety for tl10 Colony of New- York,
now at the City of New- York.

DR. FRA1'KLIN TO JOSIAH QT.:INCY, BR,\INTREE.

Saratoga, April 15, 1176.

DEAR SIR: I am here on my way to Canada, detained
by tlw present state of the lakes, in which the un thawed ice
obstructs navigation. I begin to apprph~~nd that I have
undertaken a fatigue that, at my time of Jife, may prove too
much Jar me, so I sit down to write to a fJW friends, by way
of farewell.

I congratulate you on the departure of your late trouble-
some ncighbours. I hope your country will now for some
time have rest; and that care will be taken so to fortify
Boston as that no force shall be able again to get footing
there.

Your very kind letter of November lath, enclo~;ing Lord
Chatham's and Lord Camden's speeches, I duly received.
I think no one can be more sensible than I am of the fa-
vcurs of corresponding friends, but I find it i111110ssibleto
answer as I ought. At present I tbink you wiJl deem me
inexcusable, and therefore I will not attempt an apology.
But if you should ever happen to be at the same time op-
pressed with years and business, you may then extenuate a
little for YOllro]d friend.

The notes of the speeches taken by your son (whose loss
I shall ever deplore with you) are exceedingly valuable, as
being by much the best account preserved of tbat day's
debate.

You ask, "When is tbe Continental CongTess, by gene-
ral consent, to be formed into a supreme Legislatl1l'e; alli-'
ances, defensive and oftcnisve, formed; our ports opened;
and a formidable naval force established at the publick
charge?" I can only answer, at present, that nothing
seems wanting but that" general consent." The novelty of
the thing deters some; the doubts of Sllccess, others; the
vain hope of reconciliation, many. But our enemies take
continually every proper measure to remove these obstacles,
and their endeavours are attended with success, since every
day furnishes us with new causes of increasing enmity, and
new reasons for wishing an eternal separation; so that there
is a rapid increase of the formerly small party who were for
an Independent Government.

Your epigram on Lord Chatham's 1'8nmrk has amply
paid me for the song. Accept my thanl,:; for it, and for the
"charming extract of a"lady's letter, contained in your favour
of Jannary 22d.

I tbought, when I sat down, to have written, by this op-.
portunityto Doctor Cooper, Mr. Bowdoin, and Doctor Win-
throp, but I am interrupted. Be so good as to present my
affectionate respects to them, and to your limlily.

Adieu, my dear friend, and believe me ever yours, most
affectionately, BEN.fA,\IINFRANKLIN.
To Josiah Quincy, Esq., Braintree.

COLONEL BAYLEY TO GENERAL WASHIKGTON.

Newbury, April 15, 177'6.

SIR: Colonel Bedel, on his march, sent to me to provide
,wme trusty persons to pilot soldiers, by way of lUassasisqlte,

to St. John's, who were to make return of that route to your
Excellency. They were to wait for Colone] Bedel's arl'i,.
val at St. John's or ~Iontreal, but they found the lake so
broken, tbat they must stay too long for him. Two of the
five I sent, returned thc fifteenth day; the other three went
forward with the soldiers to Quebeck. As J had 110actual
survey of the conn try lj-01!1l1Iassasisqu~ to St. John's, I sent
to Mr. "Metcalf for a plan of that part, who has sent the
plan encJosed, which he informs is dOl1e from actual su!'\'ey,
which agrees nearly with my representation. I also send
the journal of Captain Thomas Johnson. as also the true
distance of sundry places to St. .lolm's by ltlassasisque, and
from the same place by Charlestown and Crown Point, and
by Albany, which may be examined by the post roads and
maps; and, if found true, it will appear that the cost of
making t]le road will he saved in the soldiers' marching
home from Canada, at tlw close of the present campaign, a:,
it wiJl save six days' pay and provision for all that live east-
ward of Connecticut River.

We have here provisions to supply a11that may pass thi:,
way. I also inform that tbere is good water carriage from
this place to St. John's, except forty-three miles. Mr. John-
son informs me that the lakes are so broken that the soldiers
arc detained at Crown Point, and that the Prenclt arc /i'ar-
ful, as troops do not arrive as expected.

If I can be of any service to the American cause, in cutting
the proposed road, or any other way, I am ready. I should
think one hundred picked men fi'om the Army, or elsewhere,
wm be epough to be employed in that business; no ollicer
higher than a Sergeant. I wjJl provide a surveyor, pilot, and
overseer. None of my providing shall have more \vages than
they merit by their behaviQJ.lr; and if I am employed to see
the road completed, I shall expect no more than the Con-
gress, or any of the Congresses or Courts in the Colonies,
may think I deserve, after the whole is completed. I say
this, because I will never receive anything for anythinrr I
do in the Continental service, unless it is thought to be re,Jly
serviceable to the common cause.

Nothing new from Canada to be depended on. They
had reports of considemble advantages our Army had got
at Quebeck over the Ministerial Troops, kiJling and taking
about three hundred; hope it is true. '

These you will receive from a hearty friend of the Ameri-
can cause, and your very hUlllble servant,

.hc01] BAYLEY.

To General TVashington.

P. S. Good men for the busine>:s purposf'd deserve gearl
wages; but bad ones deserve none. Colonel Little is a rrood
judge what men will do Jor the road. "

JOHNSON'S JOURNAl..

Newbury, March 26, 1776.

Set out with a number of soldiers for St. John's, in order
to make return of the way 1i'OlTINeu'bury to St. John's,
by way of ft'lassasisque, to your Excellency, \vhich is as foJ.,
lows:

Tuesday, 26th, set out &0111Newbury; lodged at the last
inhabitant's; \vaited half a day for the rear of the soldiers.

Wednesday, 27th, marched six miles; good land for road.
Thursday, 28th, marched twelve miles; good.
Priday, 29th, marched twc!ve milcc;; good, except two

miles.
Saturday, aOth, marched fifteen miles; good, except three

~~
.

Sunday, 31st, marched ten miles to Mr. Metcalf's; good;
\vaited half a day for the rear.

ft'londay, April 1st, marched twenty-five miles to St.
John's.

Tuesday, 2d Apn7, tarried at St. John's.
Wednesday, ad, return(~d to Mr. ~letcalf's.
Thursday, 4th, tarried for the plan.
The 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th, travelled home; cut

myselfbadly the second day, which made my journey longer.
I find it the lJest country for a road I ever sa\v, for such R
length of way.

This is from your very humble servant,
THOMAS JOHNSON.

To His Excellency General Washington.
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DISTANCES BY S}:VERAL ROUTES TO ST. JOHX'S.
Miles. Mile..

Distance from Portsmouth, by Charlestown } 310
and Crown Point, to St. John's, - - -

From Portsmouth to Newbury,
to St. John's,

125
92

Difference in favour of the Newbury route,
From Boston to Charlestown,

to Crown Point,
to St. John's,

.

217
93

119
80

120
319

From Boston to Newbury,
to St. John's, - -

145
92

Difference in tiVour of the Newbury route,
From Hartford to St. John's, by way of

Albany, -
From Ilattford to .LVewbury,

to St. John's,

237
82

363
185

92
217

Difference in favour of the Newbury route, 86
From New-York, by way of Albany, to St. John's, about

four hundred miles.
From New-Yode, by IlartJord, to Newbury and St. John's,

about the same.

ARRANGEMEKT OF OYP'ICERS OF COLONEL NICHOLSON'S

REGIMEKT.

Head-Quarters before Quebeck, April 15, 1116.

As it has been found necessary to make some alteration
in the arrangement of the Captains and Subaltern Officers in
Cot Nichouon's Regiment, the foHowingis to take place:

John Nicholson, Esquire, Colonel; Frederick Weisenfels,
Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel, appointed in the Third Regi-
ment of Yorkers; John Vischer, Esq., Major; John Brog-
den, Adjutant; Israel Evans, Chaplain; Joseph Marvin,
Surgeon's Mate.

First Company: Gershom ftilott,Captain; Benjamin Pel-
ton, First Lieutenant, appointed in Third Regiment York-
ers; Isaac Niclwls, Second Lieutenant; Charles P. Weisen-
JeTs, Ensign.

Secoml Company: EHsha Benedict, Captain; Digby
Odllt1n,First Lieutenant; Nathaniel Henry, Second Lieu-
tenant; Pran{:is Shaw, Ensign.

Third Company: Jolm Graham, Captain; Jolw G. Lan-
sing, First Lieutenant; Francis Brindley, Second Licute-
nant; Esia Holmes, Ensign.

Fomtb Company: Robert Johnston, Captain; William
Martin, First Lieutenant; Thomas Nicholson, Second Lieu-
tenant; Peter Kertan, Ensign.

Fifth Company: Ezekiel COOPC1',Captain; TimotllY
Hughes, First Lieutenant; FVilliamBelknap, Second Lieu-
tenant; Thomas unnington, (taken prisoner in Canada,)
Ensign.

Sixth Company: Benjamin Evins, Captain; Isaac Hub-
bel, First Lieutenant; Thomas Me Clallen, Second Lieute-
nant; Samuel Preble, Ensign.

Seventh Company: Derrick Hansen, Captain; 1f1illiam
Tapp, First Lieutenant, appointed in the First Regiment of
Yorkers; Isaac Guion, Second Lieutenant; TYilliamBlaclc-
tley, Ensign.

Eighth Company: John Copp, Captain; John Brogden,
First Lieutenant; Tf'illiam Colebraith, Second Lieutenant;
Thomas Logan, Ensign.

Approved of by General Wooster, Commander-in-Chief
of the Continental Forces before Quebeck, as taken from
Brigade-Major Blagden's Orderly Book.

By my order:
FREDERICKV. WEISENFELS,. .

Lieutenant- Colonel.

THOMAS GRE:'\ELLY TO LIEUTENANT FLEMING.

Norwalk, April 15, 1716.

DEAR SIR: YOUI' last favour, of the lith, I have received,

and am sorry for the miscarriage of the other.
. :Mybrother's

declining has fix.edme as to going, as I bad no thoughts of
going under the command of anyone else, especially for the

present. 1 am sorry that it ha;; so happened, for I should
have been very happy to he in a company with you and Mr.
Reed. I have no particular objections of my own, but my
father is not very willing that I should go, and I wou1<l
choose he should be fuJly satisfied with it. I join with yOIl'
in opinion about Major Beauman, who, I think, is a deser-
ving man. I something expect to be in town in about ten:
days, when I hope for the pleasure of seeing you before you
go from thence, (for I suppose you will not be stationed in
town;) but if it should so fall out that I should not be there,
you and Mr. Reed wiJl please to accept of my sincerest and
warmest wishes for your prosperity and welfare.

My best wishes to him; and believe me to be, dear sir,
your most obedient and very humble servant,

THmlAs GRENELLY.

To Lieutenant George Fleming, in New- York.
P. S. Mr. GI'i.Jfithsis much obliged to you for your COm-

pliments, and begs YOllto accept of his in return. Please
to acquaint uncle's family of our being all well, al1d desiring
to be remembered to them all. T. G.

GOVERNOUR TRC\iBL"LL TO ADMIRAL HOPKII\S.

I.ebanon, April 15, 1776.

SIR: On representation from the Committee, who were
directed last week to attend you respecting the prisoners
taken in your late cruise, &c., that you would be glad to
have our armed Brig Defence (now in the harbour of New-
London) to attend and assist you in any further operations
YOll may think proper soon to effect, we have considered
your desire, and fully comply with the same, and have given
orders to Captain Harding accordingly, a copy of which is
enclosed.

At the same time we tender you our thanks for your fa-
vourable acceptance of our request respecting the cannon
and military stores.

I am, in behalf of the Governonr and Council of Safetv,
your most obedient humble servant,

.
.rONATHAN TRmrnuLL.

To Admiral Hopkins.
P. S. Captain Niles, in the Spy, is a)so ordered to attend

your directions,provided you shan have any occasion [or
his services. J. T.

GENERAL WARD TO UESHECH WEARE.

Head-Quarters, Boston, April 15, 1176.

GENTI.E1>IEN:Your letter of the 11th instant, by Captain
Salter, I have received; in answer to which I am to ac- .
quaint you tbat the cannon belonging to New-Hampshire,
'which are here, shall be delivered to your order, whenever
you please to senu for them. I wish it was in my power to
supply you with al1 the cannon you want; but the enemy
destroyed and carried off so many, together with what are
gone southward with the Army, that we have not enou"h
for our fortifications.

b

I am, your most obedient servant,
ARTEMASWARD.

To the Honourable Meshec1t Weare, Esq., and Committee of
Safety.

RICHARD THURSTON TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Rowley, April 15, 1116.

GENTLEMEN:We, the subscribers, being a Committee of
Safety, &c., for the town of Rowley, having had a number of
complaints against Jonathan Stickney, Jun.; and, upon ex-
amination of the evidences, and his own assertion before the
'Committee, we find him to be an enemy to America; and
we t~ink his crime so great, and of so aggravated a nature,
that It was proper to send him to your Honours, that he
might receive his just deserts; and, accordingly, we have
sent said lIickney by Lieutenant Searl, the bearer hereof,
and likewise the affidavits. The reason why said affidavits
were not sworn to, was for want of a Justice in said town.
The evidences are rcspectable persons, and offered to attest
said affidavits before a Justice of the Peace.

In behalf of the Committee:
RICHARD TIIURSTON, Chairman.

.

To the Honourable Council now sitting at Watertown, in 111(}
Colony of the Massachusetts-Bay, in New-England.

.
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Rowley, April 8, 1776.

Mr. Jonathan Stickney, Jun., said, before the Committee
of Safety, that he would not fight upon either side; but if he
was obliged to fight, and was to choose, he would fight for
the King. A1so, that he thought God Almighty never suf-
fered so ignorant a body of men to transact business of so
much importance as our General Court.

Signed by order of the Committee:
. RICHARD THURSTON, Chairman.

Rowley, April 8, 1776.

"\Ve, the subscribers, declare, that on the evening of the
26th of February last, we heard Mr. Jonathan Stickney,
Jun., talk as follows: 1st. That they (meaning the Cana-
dians) ought to esteem it an act of grace in his Majesty in
establishing Popery in Canada; and that he was glad his
Majesty was of so gracious a turn of mind; further, that
his Majesty had a just right to sign any act of Parliament
whatever, though ever so contradictory of his Majesty's
Coronation oath.

Attest: W ILI,IAM STICKNEY,

PARKER CLEVELAND.

Rowley, April 8, ]776.

Mr,. Jonathan Stickney, Jun., said that the Continental
Congress was a pack of rascally villains; that he longed to
see thE) blood streaming from the hearts of those that upheld
the destruction of that tea; and that our General Court was a
pack of ignorant sc;mls,fOJ'they were deceiving the people.

RUFUS WHEELER.

Rowley, April 8, 1776.

We heard Jonathan Stickney, Jun., say that the Con-
tinental Congress was a pack of rascaHy vil1ains, and he
looked upon the General Court to be men not fit for that
purpose. JOSEPH SEARL,

RUTH SEARL.

Rowley, April 8, 1776.

I heard Jonathan Stickney say, some time last January,
that those that were the leaders of those affilirs, (meaning
those that destroyed the tea, and our Court and Congress,)
he should be glad to see the stream running from their
hearts. TDlOTHY JACK~IAN,JUN.

Rowley, April 8, 1776.

Jonathan Stickney, Jun., told me that, in'his opinion, all
the Continental Congress aimed at was Independence; that
that was their first motive, and that he had rather see them
in their gore than to see them ruling America independent.
He said the bigger part of the Provinces had rebelled with-
out any provocation, and he wished the leaders of that re-
bellion might be made turnspits for the nobility in England;
that beheading was too honourable for them. He said those
that destroyed the tea were a pack of damned rascals, and
that was the whole cause of an our difficulties. He said
King George was able to throw his dominion over America,
and he hoped he would do it. He said those creatures who
were vulgarly cal1ed Committees of Safety, were properly
tyrants; that no arguments would convince them but the
bright steel, and he hoped George would convince them by
it; and many other things to the same import.

SAMUEL JOHNSON.

DEPOSITIONS RESPECTING THE ARSENICK MIXED WITH THE

MEDICINES LEFT AT. BOSTON BY THE BRITISH.

By tbe Council and House of Representatives of Massachusetts, ~
April ]5, 1776. 5,

Rcsolved, That the Depositions of Doctor John 1farren,
Daniel Scott, and 1<rederick Ridgely, respecting a quan-
tity of Medicines left in the Work-House of the Town of
Boston, lately improved as an Hospital by the British Troops,
b'e published in the Watertown Newspaper, by order of the
General Court.

DEPOSITION OF DOCTOR JOHN WARREN.

I, Joltn Warren, of Cambridge, Physician, testify and
say, that, on or about the 29th day of ]}[arclt last past, I
went into the Work-House of the Town of Boston, lately
improved as an Hospital by the British Troops station-
ed In said town, and upon examining into the state of a

large quantity of medicine there by them left, particularly
in one room, supposed to have been by them used as a me-
dicinal store-room, I found a great variety of medicinal arti-
cles lying upon the floor, some of which were contained
and secured in papers, whilst others were scattered upon tbe
floor loose; amongst these medicines I observed small quan-
tities of what I supposed was white and yel10w arsenick inter-
mixed; and then received infoDl1ationfrom Doctor Daniel
Scott that he had taken up a large quantity of said arsenick
from over and amongst the medicine, and had con.ected it
chiefly in large lumps, and secured ,it in a vesse1. Upon re-
ceiving this information, I desired him to let me view tbe
arsenick; with which he complied, and I judged it to amount
to about the quantity of twelve or fourteen pounds. Beir::g
much surprised by this extraordinary intel1igence, I 1I10re
minutely examined the medicine on the floor, and found
them to be chiefly capital articles, and those most generally
in great demand; and judging them to be rendered entirely
unfit for use, I advised Doctor Scott to let them remain, and
by no means meddle with them, as I thought the utmost
hazard would attend the using of them. They were accord-
ingly suffered to remain, and no account was taken of them.

JOHN WARREN.

Colony of lVL",sSACHUSETTS-BAY, 'v ATERTOWN, ss.

Then John TYarren made solemn oath to the truth of the
above written Deposition.

Before me, JAMES OTIS,
Justice of tlte Peace through the said Colony.

April 3, 1776.

DEPOSITION OF DANIEL SCOTT.

Watertown, April 9, ]776.

Being ordered by the Director-General of the Continen-
tal Hospital to look over and take charge of the medicin,~s
left by the Ministerial Army in the Hospital in Boston, and
being caned upon by the honourable Council of this Pro-
vince to give information of sundry medicines found in a
room improved as a medicine-room in the house formerly
improved as a "\Vork-House in Boston, supposed to be poi-
soned, I do declare, on examination, that there was promis-
cuously scattered over the floor of said room, in a mixed
manner, a (luantity of medicine, of various kinds; and over
a part of the most valua ble was strewed a quantity of white
and yellow arsenick, as I suppose about twenty pounds
weight, (as I did, with the assistance of Doctor Frederick
Ridgely, take up eighteen pounds.) The medicines which
were unhurt hy tbe arsenick, I suppose, may amount in va]ue
to about forty pounds, lawful money; and tbose which were
rendered useless, I suppose, to about twenty; the latkr of
which I have in charge, and am determined, as soon as
opportunitywin allow, to bury, to prevent their beingmade
any use of in future.

D SANIEL COTTo

Colony of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,April 9, 1776:
Daniel &ott appeared and made solemn oath to the trmh

of the above Declaration by him subscribed.
Before :MOSES GILL,

Justice of the Peace through the Colony.

DEPOSITION 01' FREDERICK RIDGELY.

Watertown, April 9,1776.

I being ordered to assist in taking an account of the m'~-
dicines left in the town of Boston by the Ministerial Troops,
and now being ca11edbefore the honourableCouncilof this
Province to give information of some of them which were
said to be poisoned, do declare, that, on examining the ffi'~-
dicines in a house that hadbeen occupied by the Minist(~rjal
Troops as an Hospital, (but formerly improved as a Work-
House,) there was a considerable quantity of valuable arti-
cles promiscuously scattered over the floor; among a part
of which was abput twenty ",-eight of arsenick intermixed,
which rendered them useless; therefore, that part of them
was omitted, which Doctor Daniel Scott said he would take
the necessary care of.

FRF:DERICK RIDGELY.

Colony ofMASSACHUSETTS-BAY, April 9, 1776:

Frederick Ridgely appeared and made solemn oath to
the truth of the abov!.) Declaration by him subscribed.

Before MosEs GILL,
Justice of tlte Peace through the Colony.
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ESSEX COUNTY (VIRGINIA) CO~IMITTEE,

At a Committee appointed and held for Essex County,
at Tappahannock, on Tuesday, the 16th of April, 1776:

The Sub-Committee of this County having reported to
thi~ Committee that it appeared to them, by the Deposition
of James Connolly, that John and George Fowler had im-
ported goods into this County contrary to the Association,
from Antkua, and referred the consideration thereof to us ;
the said John Fowler appeared, was heard, and, on consi-
deration of the premises,

Resolved, That it does not appear to this Committee that
the said Fowlers imported the said goods into this County as
alleO"ed; but that the said goods were imported into Glo1l-
cest~r County, and from thence brought into their store in this
County.

Resolved, (It appearing to this Committee that the Com-
mittee of G'loucester have had the said goods under their cOn-
sideration, and determined thereon,) That this Committee
will proceed no further with respect to the said goods, the
said Committee of G'lollcester having taken goods of the said
Fowlers to the amount of the invoice produced to them.

Resolved, That this Committee are of opinion that the
said Fowlers have violated the Continental Association, and
that thf'.Y be published in the Gazette, as enemies to Ame-
rica, agreeable to the said Association, the offence having been
committed before the passing the Ordinance of Convention
respecting such cases, and that it be recommenct~d to t,he
good people of this Colony to have no further dealmgs with
them. JOHN UPSHAW, Chairman.

MARYLANP PELEGATES TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, April 16, 1776,

GENTLEMEN: \Ye send by the bearer, (James Rue, a
wagoner,) o)1e ton of powder for the. use. o.f the Eastern-
Shore. You will be pleased to receive It \TItoyour care,
and advise the Council of Safety of the same, that they
may direct the distribution. You will observe that Cecil
County is not entitled to any of this powder, as we have
already supplied that County from this place. Be so kind
as to acknowledge the receipt of the powder by the return
of the wagoner.

\Ye are, gentlemen, your most obcdient servants,
R. ALEXANPER,
THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN.,
T. STONE.

To the Honourable the Council of Sufety of Maryland.

MARYLANP DELEGATES TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, April 16, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN: We this morning sent off in a wagon one
tOn of powder for Chestertown, which is directed to the care
of Messrs. Smyth Sf Hands; if absent, to be de]ivered to
the Committee of Observation. .We have written these gen-
tlemen to receive the powder, and to await your orders for the
distribution. This powder we obtained on application ii-om
Congress, who grant supplies to the different Provinces, as
the circumstances and situation of them make it necessary.
Knowing the exposed and defenceless state of the Eastern-
Shore, we have sent off this supply, which we expcct will
meet your approbation. You will observe Cecil County
has been supplied by us from bence with five hundred
pounds. W c mention this, to prevent any part of the ton
being sent to that County.

We send you by the post eight of the plates, with the de-
vices, for the money. Rittenhouse says the remaining four
will be finished in ten or twelve days.

\Ve are, with respect, gentlemen, your humble servants,
R. ALEXANPER,
T. STONE.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of l};laryland.

PRESIPENT OF CONGRESS TO BALTIMORE COMMITTEE.

Philadelphia, April 16, 1776.

GENTLE1\JEN: I received, and immediately communicated
to Congress, your letter of the 14th, with the important pa-
pel'S enclosed. In consequence of which, the Congress have
resolved that the person and papers of Governour Eden be

immediately seized by the Committee of Safety, to whom I
write by this opportunity.

The person mentioned in the enclosed resolution (Mr.
Alexander Ross) is represented as a dangerous partisan of
Administration, who has been lately with Lord DUl1more~
and it is suggested is on his way to the Indian country, to
execute the execrable designs of our enemies. I have no
doubt but you will exert your utmost endeavours in seizing
and securing him. .

I am, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient ser-
vant J H P 'd' OH]\~ ANCOCK, resz ent.

To the Honourable Committee of Baltimore.

PRESIPENT OF COXGRESS TO )URYLAND COl'NCIL OF

SAFETY.

Philadelphia, April 16, 1776.

GENTLE)rEN: By the letters of Lord Germaine to your
Govemour, copies of which you have encJosed, it evidently
appears that l\Ir. Eden has been carrying on a dangerous
correspondence with the Ministry of Great Britain, who
seem desperately bent on the destruction of America.

The Congress, therefore, have come to a resolution that
the person and papers of Govemour Eden be immediately
seized, from which there is reason to believe we may not
only learn, but probably defeat, the designs of our ene-
mies.

The ConO"ress also beinO"informed that there is one AleJJ-
ander Rossin your Colony, who has lately been with Lord
Dllmnore, and is represented as a dangerous partisan of the
British Administration, him, also, the Congress are desirous
of apprehending, and Jor that purpose have passed a resolu-
tion, which you have enclosed with the other. The Con-
gress, relying on YOLlrzeal, confide that you will exert your
best endeavours in executing these resolutions.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

In Congress, April 16, 1776.

Whereas information has been this day laid before Con-
gress, fi'om which there is great reason to believe that Ro-
bert Eden, Esq., Governour of tbe Colony of JUaryland, has
lately carried on a correspondence with the British Ministry
highly dangerous to the liberties of America:

Resolved, thel'efore, That the Council of Safety of ftfa-
ryland be earnestly requested immediately to cause the per-
son and papers of Govemour Eden to be seized anrl se-
cured, and such of tbe papers as relate to the American
dispute, without delay, conveyed safely to Congress, and
tha,t copies of the intercepted letters from the Secretary of
State be encJosed to the said Council of Safety.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety of 1Ilaryland be
requested to cause the person and papers of Alexander Ross
to be immediately seized and secured, and that the papers
be sent safely to Congress.

And to prevent the said Alexander Ross from any op-
portunity to escape,

Resolved, That the like request be made to Ihe Commit-
tees of Observation for Baltimore and Frederic]; Counties,
in ~Maryland, in one of which Coullties the said Ross pro-
bably now is.

Extract fi'om the JHinutes :
CHARLES TH01rsON, Secretary.

Ordered by Congress to be transmitted to the honourable
Council of Safety of the Colony of Mrwyland.

Jour, HANCOCK,President.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERA.L PUTNAM.

Philadelphia, April 16, 1776:

SIR: Congress finding, by intelligence fiom General
r¥ashington, that the greatest part of the troors that were

before Boston are either on their march to AeUJ- York, or
actually arrived there, judge it improper to keep a larger
body of men together than is called for in that place. I am
therefore commanded by the Congress to direct that you
discharge the whole, or such part of the Militia of NeUJ-
York and Connecticut, now in the pay of the ContinentI as
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the publick service will permit, and also, that you discharge
the whole of the Militia of New-Jersey.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant

I:J P .
d' J OHN ~ANCOCK, resz ent.

To Major-General Putnam, at New- York.

WILLIAM SCUDDER TO NleW-YORK COIDUTTEE OF SAFETY.

Elizabethtown, New-Jersey, April 15, 1776.

I would inform your Honours that I rf'ceived a warrant to
hlEst men for your Province, IIenry O'IIara being Cap-
tain, for which I have inlisted and have in billet in New-
Jersey, about thirty-five. They have been there about six
weeks on my expenses. The Captain went to Albany
seven weeks ago recruiting, and was to have returned in
thme weeks. I have had no intelligence from him since.
I know not what to do with the men, as they call on me
daily formoney, or they will desert. Likewise, the Jersey
people are vexed that their Militia is called away, while they
are under pay and doing nothing.

.

I beg, gentlemen, you will take some method for my re-
lief. UT Sn ILLIAIII CUDDER.

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety in New-York.

Elizabethtown, April 16, 1776.

The subscribers hereby certify, that the bearer, Mr. TPil-
liam Scudder, is of very reputable parentage, of considera-
ble property in this town, and we have no reason to believe
that his conduct has been such as to render himself any way
disrespectful; but on the contrary, believe him to be a de-
serving young gentleman, and strongly attached to the com-
mon cause. ROBERT OGDEN,

ELIAS DAYTON.

List of 1}Ien's names under the care Of-WILLIAM SCUDDER,
intended for HENRY O'H..<\RA'S Company, with the dates
of their inlistment.

1776.
Michael Fleming, Sergt., Feb. 20,
Andrew O'Brien, Sergt., Feb. 20,
John Russel!, ~ergeant, Feb. 20,
Jcdediah Millar, Sergeant, Feb. 27,
William Wal.h, Corporal, Feb. 21,

Privates.
JamesRyan, . . February20, RobertField, . . February 24,
Charles HI\II, - - February 20, Arthur Kief, - - February 22,
Thomas Bolton, - February 20, John Creag, - - February 21,
John Lyndl, - - February 22, John !;:mory, - - February 21,
Dennis MulJin, - f'ehruary 22, Manriee Hanlon, - . March 3,
Barnard Mullin, . February 24, John Merry, - - - March 4,
Philip Prosser,. . February 21, Joshua Dooly, - . . March 3,
John Tanner, . . February 24, Isaac Seavy, - - - March 4,
William Bullion, - February 24, Benjamin J.iltle, - - March 11,
James O'Hara, . February 25, Charles Kenedy, . . March 19,
WiJliarn Goodwin, Fehruary 25, Robert Thornton, - . March 19,
Jarvis Burns, - - February 25, John McDonald, - . March 19,
Solomon Saltus, - February 26, James Bnrrows, - - J\larch 19,
John Bryan, - - February 28, Patrick Read, - - . March 22,
Abraham Lofberry,. March J, Benjamin Dooly, - . March 3,
Henry Kizer, - .. March 2, Adrian Post, - . . March 23,
John McDonald, -. March 3, John Hosman, April 10,
William Wilson,.. March 3, John Balleas, - -. April 10,Henry Reynolds,. - March 2, Robert Hardy,. .. April 11.

1776.
John Clark, Corporal, March 2,
Cornelius Briant, Corpl., Feb. 27,
Ahm. B. Stokes, Drumm"" Feh. 22,
John Bordaime, Fifer, March 12,

GOVERNOUR TRYON TO THE IIIAYOR OF NEW-YORK.

Ship Dl1tchess of Gordon, Sandy-Hook, 7
April lfj, 1776. 5

SIR: As the commander of his Majesty's ships-of-war on
this station found it expedient for his Majesty's service to
burn down the Pilot-House at the Hook, I am to acquaint
you, all possible care has been taken of Mr. Adam Dobbs
and his lJroperty; and tbat if you will send. down a sloop
to the look, it wiH be suffered to bring up to New- York
.Mr.Dobbs, his servants, and effects.

I am, with regard, sir, your most obedient servant,.
'V ILLIAM TRYON..

To David Matthews, Esquire, Mayor of the City of New-.
York.

CHRISTIAN .JACOBSON TO NEW-YORK COIDUTTEE OF SAFETY.

Richmond County, April 16, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your favour of the 12th instant came safe
to hand, the contents of which we have duly considered.

Rest assured, gentlemen, that nothing on O'Jr part shall be
neglected in quartering the troops under the command of
Lord Stirling, so far as circumstance and ability will admit
of, and we shaH endeavour to procure room for them, pro~
vided the distance is not limited. We shall exert our influ-
ence with the inhabitants, to give them all possible assist-
ance.

We should have been very happy, had it been our lot to
have had Major Dchart, with the troops under his com-
mand, continued among us, whose conduct has gained our
greatest esteem. We have before experienced the severity
of persons in power, and fond of exerting it, and on slight
information, have taken upon them to carry inhabitants out
of this County into another Government for trial, which we
wish might be prevented.

Mr. Dcrby Doyle was last week apprehended, and sent
to New- Yorle-we know not by v,hat authority. Although
he may be an offender, and deserving of punishment, yet
we cannot approve of such conduct in taking him out of tbe
County. 'Ve have reason to believe that something has
been alleged against this Committee and their proceedjngs.
If so, we are ready to be examined.

Weare, gentlemen, with respect, your most obedient
humble servants.

By order of the Committee:
CHRISTIAN JACOBSON,Chairman.

To the Chairman and Members of the Committee of Saft.-
ty, Ncw- York.

AD)lIRAL HOPKIKS TO LIETJTENANT HINMAN.

Ship Alfred, at New-J,ondon, April 16, 1776.

SIR : You are to take charge of the Cabot, and proceed
with her directly to Ncwport, and land the ten guns there
to General Babcock; but in case you cannot get into Neu'-
port Harbour, then you are to go into the river eastward of
Rhode-Island, and land your guns at Howland's Ferry, and
send an express to Brigadier Babcock with an account of
it as soon as possible. If you cannot get into either of the
above ports, go up to Providence, and deliver the guns to
Governour Cooke.

Yours, &c., ESECK HOPKINS.

To Elisha Hinman, Esq., Lieutenant of the Cabot.

MA.JOR BASSETT TO cmmANDING OFFICER AT BOSTON.

Martha's Vineyard, April 16, 1776.

SIR: I have sent you, under the care of a Sergeant, four
prisoners, taken aboard the Schooner Valent, at ItIartlw's
Vincllard, bound for Boston, yjz: Edward ])larsh, Mastcr ;

the Mate, and two passengers in the employment of tbe
Ministerial Forces.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
BARACHIAH BASSETT,

Major £n the Provincial Forces.
To the Commander of the Continental Forces nQW station-

ed at, or near, Boston.

JlIA.JOR BASSETT TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Martha's Vineyard, April 16,1776.

Please to pay Sergeant Samuel Bassett the expenses of
the guard, in conveying four prisoners taken on board tll(~
Schooner Valent, bound for Boston, in the employment of
the Ministerial Forces, fi'om Itlartha's Vineyard to rVater-
town.

From your most humhle servant,
BARACHIAH BASSETT,

ItIajor of the Provincial Forces.
Council of the Colony of the Massa-To the Honourable

chusetts-Bay. *
"b COTC'SCIL,APril 20, 17'76.-Read, and the Prisoners having beel1

examined before the Council, O,'dered, That they be sent to Concord
Jail;. Elhvard Jl,far8h and John Loring, two of said Prisoners, not to'
have the privilege of pen, ink, or paper, nor any per~on to be suffered to
speak to them, but in the prescnee of t.he Keeper of said Jail, The othfr
two persons, viz: Ba8il Cooper and David Lang, to have the liberty of
that pan of the Jail yard that is enclosed, during their good behavioul',
and giving their parole iq writing not to depart without the limit. of the
same, in failure of which, they are t'J be committed to close prison; and
that a mittimus go out accordingly.

JOR" LOW:l:LL, Deputy Secretary pro telll.
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o~1ce possessed and fortified it, (with the help of their ship-
pmg,) to keep off any army tha~ we could raise. Not forty
thousand men, perhaps, could (hslodge them. The land 1S
one of (he most fertile spots in the Province-would afford
them pasturage, hay, ~l'ain, .and vegetables of every kjnd;
houses deserted by the mhabltants would afford them a safe
lodging. They woul~ have the ~ntire command of Hing-
ham, IVeymonth, Brmntree, and, mdeed of the whole sea-
board, unless rr~eas~res to prevent this were then pursued;
the expense of wInch would probably ten times exceed
\~'hat nee,d n?w be e~pended to prevent it. The posses-
sIon of tht~, WJth Pect~ck's Island, would secure them a safe
harbour wJthin Nantasket Gut for ships from twenty to thirty
guns; and they would be as well accommodated for dis-
tressing us, and making inroads into the country, as if they
possessed Boston. Now, by considering what it would be
to them, may sufficiently show what it mi<Thtbe to us and
the necessity of our immediately fortifyin<Tbit toO"ethe/ with
Pectic7,' s l:Jland, but a little distance frorr~th~ no~th head of
Ilull, or Loring's Ilill, so called, and not exceedinrr half a
mile. Within musket shot of this, vessels passinO"~hrou<rh
the gut must eOl11o;and within this gut, on the so~th side "of
Ilull, there would be as fine a retreat for privateers and
other vessels, as can anywhere be f()l!nd; from all which it
appears that these two places ought ,to be instantly forti-
fied.

For the more effectual security of the harbour GeOl'ere's
Islrmd is the ?e~;t of ~ny in it. 'tVas thisstrongiy fortified,
and \:ell furl1lshed wIth every necessary, with common SllC-
cc~s It would prevent any ship.of-war from passing. All
~hlps-of-\Var, from twc~ty g~ns and upwards, must pass by
11to go thr?ugh the ~lVarl'ows, or through the western pas-
sage, that JS, by the ~loon, and west end of LoniY-Island

d ' I ' I ,b'
an must come WIt lIn mus (et shot of It. Frontino' the
ch,annel, ~he land is so high that it would be difficultbfor a
sl)!p to 1~r1llg~lCr guns to bear, and they must be exposed
to a fire m theIr course up as f:u as shot could reach them.
If it i~ thought best to ris~ our de{(~nce upon forts, without
b!oekmg up tlm chaunel, Jt cannot well be effected \vjthout
fortifying this Is1and; and a strong fortress here, with those
on IIull and Pectick's Island, and the aid of two or three
row-galleys, would probably secure the harbour havin<T

~r~t ~jrive:1out tl:e fifty-gun, ship that now lies hen:, whicl~
It IS Hnagmed, mIght be easdy done.

But if George's L'?wul is not f,?rtificd,the harbour may
be secured, by st0'p'p,mg lip the

~

}..arrows by hulks or vais-
seaux-de-fr~se, fortltymg the. lIJ~on and west end of Long- ~

Island. It ISaffirmed that there ISa sufficient depth of water
through the w~stern passage for ships of any burden.
'Vhet~ler there IS or ,n~t" may be easi]y ascertained; buf if
there IS,what matter IS 11If the Narrows are stopped up for-
ever? These two Islands, together witb Pectick's Island
and IInll, .weU fortified, and Narrows bJocked up, would
he a secunty to a gre~ter part of the harbour, with the aid
of galleys. These mIght keep oif any vessels that would
cOIT~ethrough Broad Sonnd; and would be a noble pro-
tectt?n to the Islands; and If s:l~h could be immediately
obtamed, they would greatly faclhtate the operatjoD.s on the
Islands.

The foregoing plan, well executed, would be productive
of inm.lmerabk,advant~ges. . It would secure I-lull, (a rich
spot of land,) glve the mhabItants possession of their bouses
and jmprovements of their lands, and afford a fine harbour for
vessels witbin ~N(mt((s7cet. We should be able to discover
our e?emy's ships long, before tbey could jnjure liS, I-Iull
affimlmg a mmt extenSJve prospect. The Islands in the
harbour might he imprm'ed the present summer; from
when?e vast qll:mtities of pasturage, hay, grain, and sheep,
be :'aJscd, and cattle fatte~ed,; a constant communication, by
w:,l,er, t,o all the places wlthm the harboLlr; Boston be sup-
phed wIth fresh fish, and all other necessaries for which
they mus,t shortly be much stra~tened. A vast' charge of .
land-carnage for goods brought mto the out-ports might be
saved. In short, so ,many arc tho advantages tbat would
result herefrom, that It woul? compensate for any eXI)e!1se
that we. s~lO~ld.be at; and If we mean to enjoy any com-
merce, It ]S mdJspensably necessary. The door of trade is
now wide open; and who will ventlll'l~ to come into tbis
port if, after having lyn the risk of seas and enemies, they
must here be taken 111the harbour? If we mean to avoid
much larger expenses, and to secure ourselves against an

GENERAL WARD TO ;'USSACHUSETTS ASSE~mLY.

Boston, April 16, 1"176.

SIR: As I am left jn Boston with the command of the
Conti~1cntal Troops in this Colony, I think it my duty to
ac~ualnt the I~ono~rable House with my situation. j<'ive
regIments are 111thl5 Colony-two in Boston, one at Dor-
chester-Ile~gltts, one at Ch~rlestown, and one at Beverley.
These regIments were statIoned by General TVashington's
order. In Boston there are not seven hundred men fit for
~uty, at Beverley, not three hundred. I by no means thjnk
1t prudent to take any men. from Beverley, as all the prizes
talmn from tbe enemy remam there uncondemned, and con-
sidcl'ing near fifty of tbat regiment are on board the Conti-
nental privateers. The troops that marched to the south-
ward were hurried off. Chief of the cannon then fit for
service ~ere ordered away, that we had not many, if any,
ca,nno~ m our most advanced posts to annoy the enemy
wIth If we had been attacked; and the stores scattered
from Medford t'DDorchester; tbe teams so draim,d oft' tbat
we are not able to procure teams to move the ordnance and
ordnance st~res as I could wish. The harbour is now open
to our enemies. The men-of-war have jt in their power to
eann~n~de the to,Wll of Boston. If tbe enemy should re-
turn, IS Jt not possIble for them to carry the town of Boston
and the lines we have occupjed for ten montbs, and scatte;
destruction in all the adjacent towns ? Kay, is it not pro-
bable? If such should be the case they would get to them-
~elves more honour an~ more advantage than by vanquish-
mg a~y other Colony m ~¥ew-Engl?nd; and our disgrace
and dlshonour would be 111proportIOn. I would not wil-
ling]yexaggerate matters, and fear wben there was no occa-
s!on for fear. This matter has lain heavy on my mind ever
smce they evacuated the town. It appears to me indispen-
sably. necessary th~t the channel should forthwitb be stop-
ped, 111whole or m part, so as to render it impassable to
strangers with large ships. There is nothinrY to hinder the
men-of-war'~ men f~om landing in Braintree~ Squantum, or
Dorchester, m the I1Ight, and spreading destl1lCtion all around
them, and getting ofF without much difficulty, provided they
know our state; and, we, have re~son to fear that many
among us would readIly gIve them mfonnation of the same.
I would by no means pretend to dictate to the honourable
House. I mention them with submi3sion and with a mind
full o~ anxiety Un' the future well-being at: my country; and
am, SIr, YOllr very humble servant,

ARTEMAS \YATID.*

SENTIMENTS RELATIVE TO FORTIFYING BOSTON HARBOUR.

The necessity of immediatel y securinD' the harbour of
B ' '"aston I~ acknowledge? by all. The neglect of it gives
~reat ai1Xlety.and uneasmess. ~Whether the variety of sen-
tnl1ents, relatIve to the mode of execution, has not contri-
buted to prevent it, I am not able to say. The Jortifying
ne?\' the town of Boston ca~ have only that town for its
object. Our other towns wIthin Hull and Pullilw-Point
I '

. i:> ,
a so our naVIgatIOn, mllst be almost as much exposed as
ever. A plan that would tal~e in the whole, jf practicable,
must ?ertamly be the most .elIgible. That it is practicable,
tgere ]s no doubt. T,here]s no army to hinder our begin-
!ling at t}18 entrance mto the barbour. The pla':'es there
are admJrably wel~ calculated for fortifying, and some of
them a,re of sllch Importance that, should the enemy take
possessIOn of the:l1, we should ha'\('e occasjon to rue the dav,
and curse our neglect. '

IInll is the outermost land next to the bay, sUi'l'Ounded

b~ water, e~cept by.a long neck" or beach, conn,~cting it
wJt~}t~1Cmain. On It a;e t.wo emmcnces, well adapted lor
forufymg-the one, Po~nt Alderton, one mile and thrue-
eighths from Beacon-Island, the other, called Lor£nrr's lIill

?r North-I1ea~. This town is a situation of the bgreates~
Importance, bemg such as would enable the enemy, if they

.MAY?, 17,16,-The Committee ofhoth Houses, to whom is rcfcrred
the consIderatIOn of a Lctter from General T"-ald, have considered the
san~e, and, from various circumstances, are led to conclUl]c that the pro-
balHhty ,of the enemy's return, t.o this Colony is su?h as rendcr" it hig-illy
necess'l1'y that part of the MlhtIa be called to the hnes near Bo,ton with
all possIble despatch; and tha~ due care be imlJJediately token to pro-
vIde proper magazmc~ of provl~IOnS, and su/iici"nt supply of intrenching
tools and ~am,p utensIls for theIr use and support,

All wInch IS humbly suLmilteu,
Pel' order: J. WI!l'TlInor.
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enemy that may invade us, it cannot be omitted. The ne-
glect may be fatal. Now there is nothing to oppose our
doing it. As much work may be done in one day now as
may be in ten when the enemy is annoying the labourers.
And ought we not to take it for granted that what they can
do they will do? Are they not unwearied in their exertions
to ruin us? Are we to take for granted that they have not
men, strength, or inclination to attack us again? Might we
not easily be surprised under our perfect defenceless state,
they knowing that our Army is removed? .What scheme
could they contrive more probable to effect our ruin than to
return with their fleet and army? The measures at present
pursued for fortifying the Castle, &c., tend to the security
of Boston only; but this would secure the whole harbour,
fi"Omwithin Pulling to Alderton-Foint; and without this
an army might land anywhere from Flull to Dorchester,
and fi'om Pulling-Point to Noddle's Island. These things
being considered, it is imagined that no one could hesitate
about the propriety of the measure. The present time is,
perhaps, the only time. This opportunity once lost may
never be regained. What may be done to-day it is not
wisdom to leave until to-morrow.

ADDRESS OF THE PROVINCIAL SYNOD OF DUMFRIES TO

THE KING.

To the King's most EJxellent 'Majesty, the humble Address
of the Provincial Synod of DUMFRIES.

:Most Gracious Sovereign:
We, your Majesty's dutiful subjects, the Ministers and

Elders of the Provincial Synod of Dumfries, now assembled
about the affairs of the church within our District, beg leave
humbly to approach the throne, with hearts full of affec-
tion and loyalty, to declare in the strongest manner our
warm and steady attachment to your Majesty's person,
family, and Government, and to express our abhorrence of
the rebellion now subsisting in your Colonies in North-Ame-
nca.

This rebellion we consider as unnatural towards the Pa-
rent State, and ungrateful to the best of Sovereigns, whose
reign has been so much distinguis,hed by wisdom, justice,
and clemency.

We are happy to assure your Majesty, that the people
nnder our charge entertain the same just sentiments; and
we shall not fail, great sir, at this critical juncture, to enforce
upon them principles of loyalty to yom Majesty, and of
submission to Government.

That the Divine Providence may so guide your Majes-
ty's Councils, and prosper your arms, as that the present
civil war may be brought to a speedy and happy conclu-
sion, is the sincere prayer of, may it please your .1\L~esty,
your Majesty's faithful subjects, the Ministers and Elders of
the Provincial Synod of Dumfries.

Signed in our name and presence, this 17th day of April,
1776, hy BRYCE JOHNSTON,Moderator.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN IN NORTH-
CAROLINA,DATED APRIL 17, 1776.

I arrived here after a tedious journey. As I came through
Virginia I found the inhabitants desirous to be independent
from Britain. However, they were willing to submit their
opinion on the subject to whatever the General Congress
should determine. North- Carolina, by far, exceeds them,
occasioned by the great fatigue, trouble, and danger the
people here have undergone for some time past. Gentle-
men of the first fortunes in this Province have marched as
common soldiers; and, to encourage and give spirit to the
men, have footed it the whole time. Lord Cornwallis, with
seven regiments, is expected to visit us evcry day. Clinton
is nQw in Cape-Fear, with Governour JYlal'tin, who has
about forty sail of vessels, armed and unarmed, waiting his
arrival. The Highlanders and ReguJators are not to be
trusted. Governour ]}lartin has coaxed a number of slaves
to leave their masters in the lower parts; everything base
and wicked is practised by him. These things have totally
changed the temper and disposition of the inhabitants that
are friends to liberty; all regard or fondness for the King,
or the nation of Britain, is gone; a total separation is what
they want. Independence is the word most used. They ask,

if it is possible that any Colony, after what has passed, can
wish for a reconciliation? The Convention have tried to
get the opinion of the people at l~rge. I am told that in
many Counties there were not one dissenting voice. Foul'
new battalions are directed to be raised, which will make
six in this Province.

Weare endeavouring to form a Constitution, as it is
thought necessary to exert all the powers of Government;
you may expect it will be a popular one.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN CON-

GRESS.

[No, 121.] Annapolis, April 17, 17711.

GEKTLK'\iEN: .We have had an alarm here of a very in-

teresting nature. We think it advisable to communicate the
intelligence by express, at the same time letting you know
what we have done therein; and we are induced to expe-
dite our despatch, because we do not know but that the
Congress may have taken some steps in the same affair,
copies having been forwarded to them from the Committee
of Observation for Balt1:more County, to whom the whole
packet was transmitted by the Committee of Safety of Vir-
ginia, we think very improperly, as the address ought to have
been made in the first place to us.

Some time past, AleJ:ander Ross (a great scoundrel, we
fear) applied to our Board for a permit to go to Lord Dun-
more, under pretence of private business, and getting some
money that 'IVas due to him, as he alleged. He brought
us a letter from two gentlemen of the Congress, (Messrs.
Alexander and Ro[{ers,) which, no doubt R. Alexander
remembers. We refused to give him any other permit than
to the Committee of Safioty of Virginia. Thither he went,
we are told, but could not get a permit to Dunmore. He
got a letter, it is said, to the Committee of llampton; they
declined giving him any passport. He went to Lord Dun-
more without, and on his way back was stopped by Captain
Barron, who took from him some letters to Govemour Eden,
particularly a circular letter; also, a private letter from Lord
George Germaine, which, we take it for granted, you have
seen, some of the Committee of Baltimore assuring us that
they fimvarded duplicates to the Congress. On receipt of
these letters, (J'Uonday afternoon,) we immediately gave
orders to apprehend Ross, and the next morning a deputa-
tion from our Board, together with TV, Paca, Esquire, (then
in town,) waited on the Govcrnour, showed him the copies
of the interecpted letters, and requested a sight of his letter
of the 27th of August to Lord Dartmouth. The Governour
declared to us that he had sent away the copy of that let-
ter, with all his other papers of conscquenee, last fall, and
could not remember the particulars; but observed, we might
be convinced thE're was nothing of a nature unfriendly to the
peace of this Province, because the troops going to the
southward were not ordE'red here. He asserted, also, upon
his honour, tbat he had not endeavoured to inflame the Mi-
nistry, by traducing the characters of individuals; some he
had spoken well of; others he had recommended as sUfIE~reI's.
The gentlemen of the Congress he had spoken of as acting
within the line of moderation.

The deputation informed him they were instructed to ask
his parole that he wou]d not leave the Province tilJ the
meeting of the Convention. He complained of being un-
justly suspected; gave us his letters fi'om William Eden,
Esquire, (his brother,) one of the ender Secretaries; aho
from Lord Dartmouth, (copies of which we bad leave to
take, and herewith transmit you.) He desired time (tiJI
this day, twelve o'clock) to give bis definitive answer. lIe
has gi ven it, and we send you a copy thereof. .We look
upon it as giving his parole, i.n eftect, that he will not
leave the Province till the Convention, and will endeavour
to promote the peace thereof in the mean time. He wishes
to continue in that line of conduct as long as he can, con-
sistently with his station, and wilJ not leave the Province
after the Convention, provided tbey will assure him that,
when he finds he can no longer stay '�vith peace and consis-
tency, he may have leave to depart and carry his effects.
This we promised to recommend to onr friends in Conven-
tion. W£lHam Paca agrees with us in opinion that we may
rest satisfied with this answer, and not calJ the Convention
sooner than the 27th of ]}Jay, unless something further should
intervene.
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You have probably heard that our Convention did not
meet agreeable to their late adjournment. On .Priday eve-
ning twenty-six memhers, who were collected, agreed to
separate, and that G. Duvall should write a circular letter,
informing the Delegates that the members assembled recom-
mended the holding a Convention on the 27th of May. We
enclose, also, a copy of their circular letter.

The indignity offered our Board by the Committee of
Safety of Virginia, and the want of confidence in the Bal-
timore Committee, (to say nothing more harsh,) we cannot
hel p complaining of. We kuow of no good cause for this
insult in passing us by, nor can we conceive what motives
could induce such treatment. We send you by lVIr. Green
(who will hand you this) thirteen hundred and seventy-two
pounds seven pence, currency, in gold, for the Continental
service. 1V, P. has delivered in the money he brought
from the Treasury. Be pleased to forward the money-plates
by lVIr. Green, if not already sent.

'Ve are, &c.
To the Deputies for Maryland in Congress.

. P. S. The last ton of Continental powder, if not already
sent to Chester, we would have ordered to Baltimore, having
already sent powder to the Eastern-Shore. The copies of
the Governour's letters, &c., are sent in confidence, and are
not to be printed. Our answer to his Excellency's letter
you shall receive by the ncxt post.

accessible to the King's ships, as shall hereafter offer any
violence to the King's officers, or in which any troops
shalJ be raised, or military works erected other than by his
Majesty's authority, or any attempts made to seize or plun-
der any puhliek magazinc of arms or ammunition.

.

With regard to the plan of operations to be adopted by
General (Jage, it must depend upon his own judgment, and
the opinion of the able Generals with him; and I have only to
add, that it is his Majesty's express command that you do
exert every endeavour, and employ every means in your
power, to aid and support him and Admiral Graves in all
such operations as they may think proper to undertake for
carrying the King's orders into full execution, and restorinO'
the autho{ity of his Majesty's Government. "

The attention you appear to have given to the preserva-
tion of peace and good ordcr in your Government, is very
much approved of by the King; and I have his M[~iesty's
commands to~assure you of bis Royal acquiescence in your
wish to return to England, when the state of your affairs in
your Government will admit of it. In the mean time, I hope
your private affairs hcre will not suffi~r hy the very honour-
able resolution you have taken of remaining in .Maryland
so long as the present disorders continue.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
D ARTlUOUTH.

The two following are copies of Letters from Wn.LTAM
EDEN,Esquire, one of tlw Unde'r Secretaries of State, to
llis Excellency ROBERTEDEN, EYquire.

Downing-Street, November 15, 1',75.
. My DEAR BOB: Tom Eden is so violent a patriot, that
he will not let me write one word worth your reading, as he
says that my accursed politicks have already brought a slur
on the blood of our family. Take plain facts, therefore, with-
out any comment. Lord Dartmouth has quitted th.~ seals
for the privy seal, 'which was vacated by the dismission of
the Duke of Grafton, his grace having made a crane-necked
turn in his politicks since last year. It is another of my
disgraces to be honoured with the friendship of your new
principal, who, I believe, will fill his department ably and
actively, and is particularly intimate with the Commanders-
in-Chief on your Continent., Lord Rochford has retired
on honourable and amicable tenns; we are removinO' to his
office as senior, but retain the Northern Department~ Lord
TlIeymouth succeeds to'the Southern; the other smaller pro-
motions you will see in the papers. About four-fifths of the
House of Commons continue as blindly devoted as your
humble servant to a system of eXel1ion that this nation can
make beyond any nation in the world, and that we are fools
enough to think the nation thoroughly disposed to make.
You, who are a moderate man, and wish well and kindly to
both parties, at the same time that you dislike the extremes.
of the language and the conduct pursued by hoth, will dis-
tinguish truth J)'om £11sehood in the strange jumble of mis-
representations with which our newspapers are stuffi)d. I
shall only add, for the present, that I hope we shall all find
some bridge at last to lead us back to our old good humour
and prosperity; but we have a rough road to go over, be-
fore we can aITive at it.

Believe me ever, very affectionately, yours,
WILLIAM EDEN.

The following is a copy of Lord DARTMOUTH'SLetter to
Govenwur EDEN.

[No.4. Duplicate.] Whitehall, July 5,1775.
SIR: Your brother has been so obliging as to communi.

cate to me, from time to time, such intelligence as you have
transmitted to him respecting the affairs in .Maryland, and
about ten days ago I had the satisfaction to receive your
letter of the 5th of May. I sincerely wish you may not
have been too sanguine in your hopes that the time is not
far distant when peace and harmony will he restored, and
confidence re-established on a permanent basis; at the same
time lohseI've, with satisfaction, what you say of the tem-
per and moderation of the persons chosen to represent the
Province of ~Iaryland in the Continental Congress; and I
am not without some reason to believe that there may be
others in that Congress of the same disposition.

At present, however, the rebellious proceedings of the
people, in most of the Colonies, wear the appearance of an
actual revolt; and it is his Majesty's firm resolution, in eon-
sequence of the adviees which he has received, that the
most vigorous efforts should be made, both by sea and land,
to reduce his rebellious subjects to obedience; and the proper
measures are now pursuing, not only for augmenting the
Army under General Gage, but also for making such ad(li-
tion to our naval strength in North-America as may enable
Admiral Graves to make such a disposition of his fleet as
that, besides the squadron necessary for the New-En!!!and
station, there may be separate squadrons at 1\few- rode,
within the Bay of Delaware, in Chesapeake-Bay, and upon
the coast of Carolina. After what has passed,there can
be no doubt what ought to be the plan of operations for the
squadron upon the New-England station; and I think it ne-
cessary to acquaint you, for your own information, that
Admiral Graves will be instructed to exert the most vigor-
ous efforts for suppressing the rebellion now openly avowed
and supported in that country, and to seize and detain all Downing-Street,December24, 1775.
ships and vessels belonging to the inhabitants thereof, such My DEAR BROTHER: I am very unable to say a tenth
only excepted as are the property of persons who are friends part of what I ought to say to you this evening, when there

o~ G?vemmcnt, and have shown an attachment to the Con- is so much to .he ~aid, and so f~w.opportunities of saying it;
stltutlon. but my head tS dIsabled by thIs mfluenza, (which has dis-

There is still some room to hope that the Colonies to ahled us all by turns,) and my attention,as faras I amcom-
the southward may not proceed to the same lengths with petent to employ it, is engaged by official business.
t!lose of New-England. It is, however, his Majesty's inten- Our campaign this year has certainly not been briJIiant;
tlons that the commanders of the separate squadrons I have and the news (reported a few days ago, and confirmed this
mentioned should be instructed to prevent all commerce be- moming) of the taking of S't. Jolm's, completes our disgrace.
tween the Colonies within their respective stations and any 'Ve have wanted a few hard knocks to rouse us and I trust
other places than Great Britain, Ireland, or his Majesty's that we are roused-at least we had the kn~eks. I also
Islands in the TVest-Indies; that they should receive on trust that we are not stunned hy them, but anima;ed to a
board and give protection to ~ny officers of the Crown who ju~t sense of the contest in whieh we are engaged, and deter-
may be compelled, by the violence of the people, to seek mmed (and let me add able) to take measures equal to its
for such an asylum; and to proceed, as in case of a town in difficulties. You have rather a predilection for Amtrica.
actual rebeIJion against such of the seaport towns, being Let me repeat to you, however, what I have always said,
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and what the cheerful disposition of the people of this coun-
try, under all their disappointments in this busil1f~ss,confirms:

"
\Ve are too steady and too resolute to give way, and either

,you or we roust give way." If we were less steady than
we are, we could still be too much for you, by the relative
;advantages which we enjoy, in spite of the great expenses
to which you are putting us, in great naval equipments, and
in more numerous armies than have ever yet been seen in
America. It is a cursed business. We may be mistaken, but
we think you, in general, in a state of phrensy. You will
neither hear reason, nor act reasonably; and the only ques-
tion now is, whether you will be brought back to common
sense and general happiness, or whether you shall succeed
in destroying both us and yourselves. As for your Excel-
lency, individually, you are behaving in a manner to deserve
great credit. You are acting the dignifit~d,determined part,
and are showing yourself a friend to both sides of the Atlan-
tick. You have all due honour for it here, and I hope yon
will be treated with equal can dour on your own side of the
Atlarttick.

The bill, which had the Royal assent yesterday, puts an
end to all commercial intercourse between us. I hope the
Southern countries will begin to see the consequences of con-
tinuing upon themselves the miseries which that bill must
hring on them, and that they will learn (what they might
ha ve learned long ago) that if they succeed in their pre-
sent united enterprise, they will immediately find themselves
in a state of subjection to the New-Englanders, and that
the longer they persevere in that enterprise, (if they are for-
tnnate enough in the end to fail in it,) the more they must
suffer.

For other matters, I must refer you to the papers from
the post-office; and remain, very aftectionatel y, yours,

\V ILLIAM EDEN.

The following is the copy of a Letter from lIis Excellency
ROBERT EDEN, Esq., to CHARLES CARROLL, J. HALL,
and 'WILLIAM P ACA, Esquires.

Annapolis, April 17, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: However unwelcome might be your errand,
your polite behaviour to me yesterday merits my acknow-
ledgments; and, on mature consideration of the proposal
you made to me, I find it incumbent on me to tell you that
I will not accord to it; nor can I, whilst I act, in any de-
gree, as Goveroour of this Province, give my parole to walk
about in it a prisoner at large, under any obligation what-
ever. The necessity must be obvious of my ceasing to act
as Governour, should I become a prisoner. Neither will I
voluntarily give you any satisfaction on that head, further
than that I had, and have, no intention, during these times,
of leaving the Province whilst my continuing here can, in
my own opinion, tend t9 preserve its tranquillity. My reso-
lution was-as the letters you have of mine show-to con-
tinue here whilst I could serve the Province; nor shall the
indignity now offered to me alter it. I shalJ persevere in
my line of duty by what I think the rule of right, but not
without some chagrin at knowing myself, unmeritedly, the
object of suspicion; although I have the satisfaction to think
that a considerable part of the most respectable persons in

, the Province entertain a very different opinion of me than
is to be inferred from your proposed arrest.

lVIay I not challenge yon to say to the world if any troops
ha ve arrived at, or any hostile measures been proceeded in
against this Province, from any request of mine, or informa-
tion from me to the Secretary of State? '

I have above told you my resolution of continuing in my
station as long as penTIitted, or the ostensible form of the
established Government can contribute to preserve the peace
of the Province; and I will add one further assurance, in
hopes it may be satisfactory to you, that, as your Conven-
tion is to meet shortly, they shall find me here, and willing
to continue acting in the same line I have hitherto done, so
long as JJlaryland can reap any peacefill benefits from my
service; provided I can have assurances that my peaceable
departure shall not be impeded whenever I find my remain-
ing any longer here unnecessary, or that my private affairs
at home indispensahly demand my return.

Consistent with my honour and insulted station, I cannot
add more, but that, if made a prisoner, I shalJ consider my-
self treated as an enemy, and such a proceeding as a breach
,of that confidence I have implicitly reposed in yon; which

I thought my conduct, and the publick declaration of the
Convention justified.

I am, gentlemen, with respect, your obedient, humble
servant, ROBERT EDEN.

To Charles Carroll, Esq., Barrister; John llall, Esq.; and
1VilliamPaca, Esq.

Answer thereto by the Committee.
{No. 120.] Annapolis,April IS, 1776.

SIR: In times of publick distress and convulsions, when
a free people are threatened with a deprivation of their civil
liberty, exertions for its preservation, influenced by the
purest pl'inciples, and conducted with all possible attention to
form and ceremony, we hope will not be considered as an
indignity or insult to any rank or station in the community.
The pooceeding which your Excellency reprehends in yom
letter addressed to Charb Carroll, John Hall, and William
Paca, Esquires, and communicated by them to our Board,
arose from an impression that we, who are entrusted with
the publick safety, should pursue, with vigilance, every
effectual measure, though the danger to be guarded against
may rest only in possibility. The intercepted letters from
Administration to your Excellency, we own, furnish ground,
for conjecture and apprehension only of your having held
an injurious correspondence; and, whilst we reflect on the
general tenour of your Excellency's condnct, the friendlv
disposition you have often manifested, and the sevcr~l
favourable and impartial represClHations you have, made
to Administration of the temper and principles of the people
of this Province, we sincerely lament the necessity of the
times, which, urging us to guard against every possibility of
danger, forced us to a measure so disagreeable to, and which
may prove an unmerited treatment of your Excellency.

"\Ve acknowledge, sir, we know of no information YOIl
ha ve given Administration countenancing or encouraging the
introduction of troops into this Province; nor do we know
of any measures whatever to have been concerted or pursued
by your Excellency injurious to this Province, or America.

We thank your Excellency for your resolution of con-
tinuing in your station as long as permitted, or the ostensible
form of the established Government can contribute to pre-
serve the peace of the Province; and we cheerfully ac-
quiesce in your Excellency's assurance, that, as the Con-
vention is shortly to meet, .they shall find you here. As
far as our influet1i;e extends with that respectable body, it
shall not be wanting to remove every obstruction to your
peaceable departure whenever your ExceJ]ency's continu-
ance here shall become inconsistent \vith your instrucliom:,
or your private affairs shall demand your return.

With ardent wishes for a speedy reconciliation upon ho-
nourable and constitutional terms, we have the honour to
be, with sincere respect, your most' obedient, humble ser-
vants.

THOMAS RICHARDSON TO JlIARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Georgetown, April 17, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Your letter of the 19th of February did
not come to hand until Friday last. I am very sensible of
the honour the Convention did me by appointing me Super-
visor to the Saltpetre Works for this District; but being
myself a stranger to the process necessary for making that
article, and 'not knowing any person who understood it that
wonld undertake to carryon the business, I thought it my
duty to resign, in hopes tJle Committee for this District
might know, and would appoint some person qualified for
the undertaking. Accordingly, some time before the rising
of the Convention, I delivered lVIr. John Murdock (one of
our Committee) a newspaper in which was the resolve of
the Convention concerning Saltpetre Works, desiring him to
show it to the C0l11:mittee, and inform them of my resigna-
tion; but have not heard of any other persons being ap-
pointed.

Having this occasion to trouble you, I must beg leave to
intrude as much "farther on your patience as to inform you
that the Convention having appointed Mr. 'Williarn Deakins
to a Majority, and Mr. AqU1:la Johns to the naval service
of the Province, the Georgetown Mili1Jia was left without
any subaltern officer. The company have nominated Mr.
Alexander 1I-lcFadon First, and .Mr. John Peters Second
Lientenants; and Mr. Edward Gale Ensign. If those gen-
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demen should meet your approbation, I hope you will ho-
nour them with commissions.

I am your most obedient, humble servant,
THO~IAS RICHARDSON.

To the Honourable Council of Safety.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROJ\l LEWESTOWN, DATED APRIL
17, 1776.

Lewestown is, at this time, made up of officers and sol-
diers; and the people, ahogether, seem determined to defend
our little place. As for Tories, there are none such among
us. That infamous name is quite done away since danger
comes so near us. The Roebuck still remains in our Road
all alone, and has, I believe, lost her tender: a few days
ago some say they saw a sloop take her to the southward
of our Cape. We have between fifty and a hundred men
on guard night and day at the Light-House, Arnold's, and
the Creek's mouth; and are determined to watch them
closely. They made application to fish on our beach. We
would not let them, but desired them to go to Newfound-
land for that purpose. If they should attempt to fish on the
beach, we are determined to show them Yankee play, as
\ve did on Easter Sunday, when we were unloading Captain
Field. * I do assure you that, if you were here, you would
be pleased with the spirit of the people.

THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN., TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, April 17, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Yesterday morning, just before the meet-
ing of Congress, the letters from Baltimore, which occa-
sioned the resolution of yesterday, came to the hands of the
President. By the same express, and, as I believe, under
the sameeover, came an anonymous letter, referring to a
copy therein enclosed fi'Om General Lee to Mr. Samuel
Purviance. I saw and read the copy, whiclnvas in Pur-
viance's handwriting. Lee strongly urrred the immediate
seizing and securing of the Governour. '"

After the minutes of the preceding day were read, the
President began reading the anonymous letter; but he had
not proceeded far before he came to a part desiring that it
might not be made known to the Congress, but, as I think,
to such only as the President might think proper to trust
with the contents. The President hesitated; for he had not
before read the letter, and seemed desirous of running his eye
over it; but, on being desired to read out, he did so.

From the enclosure above-mentioned, (as many expres-
sions in the letter, and Mr. Purviance beinrr the hero of the
tale, which was told in the first person,) I had not the least
doubt but that Purviance was the author; and Mr. Andrew
Allen, who saw the Jetter, and is acquainted with Purviance's
handwriting, says it was his. The letter informs that the writer
~ad impressed on General Lee, on his way to Virginia, an
Idea that the Council of Safety was timorous and inactive
and represents the Council of Safety, and Convention too, a~
being afraid to execute the duties of their stations. His own
and the conduct of the Convention, on an aft'1ir that you
must remember, he contrasts to the disadvantage of the lat-
ter, whose inaction he imputes to want of spirit. He speaks
of the orders he gave Captain Nicholson on the late alarm,
and how the Council of Safety was alarmed and frirrhtened
at the spirit and boldness of them; represents himself as an

object against whom the intentions of the Council of Safety
are levelled, and, in proof, recites a conversation with, or
saying of one of them, to the effect that he W!ISa warm, man,
or a hot-headed man, whose power must be pulled down,
or he \vould throw things into confusion.

As I heard the letter read but once, I cannot undertake
to repeat expressions with exactness; but I think I have pre-
served the sentiments, and have not exaggerated in anything;
and, on the whole, I esteem it a vile, injurious calumny, cal-
culated, like his conversation with General Lee, to spread sus-
picion and distrust of the only Executive in our Province.

If I am not mistaken, the letter mentions, further, that
some gentlemen were sent from Baltimore, or were, by him,
proposed to be sent to Annapoli.~, who should engage the
officer commanding the troops there to secrecy, under oath,
and then endeavour to get his assistance to execute what you
are requested to do by the resolution. This, I suppose, may
be easily traced.

As soon as the letter was read, a motion was made
to send the original, or a copy of it, to you; which was
warmly supported. But it was put off till to-day, to make
way for the consideration of the subject of the express; and
in the mean time, all was ordered to be secret. Messrs.
Stone and Alexander, who had been delayed in writing
letters by the post, came into the Congress in this sta!fe of
the affair, and are, as well as myself, privy to the °after
transactions.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
THOMAS JOHNSON,JUN.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO COMMODORE HOPKINS.

Philadelphia, April 17, 1776.

SIR : Your letter of the 9th of ~Uarch, with the enclosure,
was duly received, and laid before Congress, in whose name
I beg leave to congratulate you on the success of your ex-
pedition.

Your aCCOllntof the spirit and bravery shown by the men
affords them the greatest satisfaction, and encourao'es them
to expect similar exertions of courage on every fut~re occa-
sion. Though it is to be regretted that the Glasgow man-
of~war made her e?cape, yet, as it was not through any
mIsconduct, the praIse due to you and the other officers is
undoubtedly the same.

I have it in charge £1'omCongress to direct that you send
a complete list and state of the stores taken and brourrht
from Providence, with the sizes, &c.; and that the cann~n,
and such other of the stores as are not necessary for the
fleet, be landed and left at New-London.

Wishing you the greatest success and happiness, I am,
sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,

.

JOHN HANCOCK, President.
To Commodore Hopkins, at New-London.

,The foIlowi?g extract of a, letter fro.mAntigua, I hope,
w1l1be of serVIceto you. WIth that vIew I send it.

"
Antigua, March 26, 1776.

" The third division of transports will leave Antigua in a
few days-it is said for New- York, under convoy of an old
East-India ship, mounting sixteen guns. There will be six
in number."

MEMORIAL OF COLONEL F01ID.

* PHrLADE1.PHIA,April 17, 1776,-From Sus8ex County, on Dela- To His Excellency GEORGE WASHINGTON, Esq., Cornman-
ware, we learn that a small. schooner, the prope,rty o~ Mr. ~\'ehemiah der-in- Chief of the Continental Forces in A~IERICA.
FIeld, of Lewestown. returnmg from St. EU8tatla, with some stores
and having information ~fthe Roebucl', man-of-,:"ar,being in the Road: The JUemorial of Col. JACOB FORD, Jun., humbly showeth:
came to anchor a few miles southward of the Light-House, and sent a TI h' f ' I 'messenger t.oLewe8, desiring assist.ancc to discharge the cargo. A CO/ll- nt w ere~s,. m consequence 0 a etter recelve~ from

pany of Continental Troops, of the Delaware Battalion, stationed at the Earl of Stzrlzng, then commander of the Contmental
Lewe8, were immediately ordercd to march to the assistance of the forces in this city, directed to the Committee of the Coun-
schooner. ,In the mean time, the schooner, perceiving the man-of-war's ty of lJ:lorris requestinrr an immediate detachment of th
tender bearmg down upon her, endeavoured to get into Indian River' h d d ' fi h

o
1\1 ' 1'

.
f h C '

r~e

but ';lot effectin.g it, s~e ran ashore near to Mr. Henry Fisher'. pilot.bQat, un. r~ men rom ~e ' ~

Itm 0 t at. ounty, to ass,lstm
(wluch some tlmc B:\ncehad been run ashore by thc Third Lieutenant fortlfymg and defcndmg thts place agamst the enemIes of
of the man-of:war ar;d three han~", who were aJI taken prisoners.) The American liberty, your Memorialist, then and as yet Colonel
company havJO~ armed, got !,e~md the vessels on shore" and waited for of the First Rerriment of Militia in said Count y '

.
the tender; which, when wltlun two hundred yard. distance fired a

' '"
, , warm l;n

broadside, A hot fire from both sides ensued which lasted ~ear two the cause of hIS country, and anxIously forward to do Ius
hours; and the tender was finally obliged t? ~heer off, without having duty as Colonel of said Regiment, did immediately despatch
effected her purpose; but, on the contrary, with the loss of several men, to this place, under the command of :lVIajor DouG'ht y one
as many were seen to fall, The cargo was safely landed from the h d d d fiCi . b

. . 1. . b'
schoQner,and. SeC\lred,without the loss of a man, either killed or un re an ty men, emg 11? proportIon of the three

wonnde~.. The ~lilitia officersat Lew~8behavedwith that courageand hundred men, demanded fi'?m saId ~o.unty, firmly relying
magnammitywhich doeshono\lrto thell'cO\lntry. on the promIse made by hIS LordshIp III the above recited

'*'



967 CORRESPONDEl\"CE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., APRIL, 1776. 968

letter, of the men's receiving the same provision and pay
with the Continental Troops in the Middle Department.

Your Memorialist would beg leave to represent to your
Excellency, that the above men, under Major Doughty, did

join the Continental Army in New- York, and there did
faithfully serve (as by a certificate fi'om Lord Stirling fully
appears) for the space of eighteen days; for which services,
and also for the subsistence of the men whilst on their marcb,
there is now due to them the sum of two hundred and
eighty-nine pounds, which sum still remains unpaid.

Your Memorialist would further beg leave to represent to
yoUI' Excellency, that much jealousy subsisted in the minds
'of tbe abovemcn, upon marching, as to the propriety of the
application from his Lordship to tbe County Coamlittee, and
thence many hastily concluded tbat the application being im-
proper, the pay and subsistence might be uncertain. Your
Memorialist, fearful of any deJay, and anxious to remove
every doubt in the minds of his men, became surety, and
pledged bis faith that the men should be paid at some short
day after being discharged fi'om the service, or become Pay-
master himself.

Your Memorialist would therefore further beg leave to re-
present to your Excellency, tbat, as much depends upon
the Militia being regularly paid, your Excellency would be
pleased to point out some ways and mcans for the speedy
payment of the above debt of two hundred and eighty-nine
pounds, that all jealousy may be removed from the minds
of the good people of the County of "Morris, when called
forth to any future service.

And your Memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
JACOB FORD, JUN.

New-York, April 17,1776.

l'RE3IDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, April 17, 1776.

SIR: I have it in charge fi'om Congress to direct that
two companies of Colonel Dayton's Battalion of New-Jersey
Troops be stationed at Cape-May, for the protection of the
property and navigation in that quarter. You will please
to issue the necessary orders accordingly.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
JOHN HANCOCK,President.

':FoGeneral Washington, at New-York.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.

Head-Quarters, April 17, 1776.

GENTJ_EMEN: There is nothing that could add more to
my happiness than to go hand in b'and with the civil aut!lo-
rity of this, or any other Government to whieh it may be
my lot to be ordered j and if, in the prosecution of such
measures as shall appear to me to have a manifest tcndency
to promote the interest of the great American cause, I sball
encounter the local convenience of individuals, or even of
a whole Colony, I beg it may be believed that I shall do it
with reluctance and pain; but in the present important con-
test the least of two evils must be preferred. .

That a continuance of the intercourse which has hitherto
,mbsisted, between the inhabitants of this Colony and the
enemy on board the ships-of-war, is injurious to the com-
mon cause, requires no extraordinary abilities to prove. A
moment's reflection not only evinces this truth, but points
out the glaring absurrlity of such procedure. .We are to
consider ourselves either in a state of peace or war with
Great Britain. If the former, why are our ports shut up,
our trade destroyed, our property seized, our towns burnt,
and our worthy and valuable citizens led into captivity, and
suffering the most cruel hardships? If the latter, rilY ima-
gination is not fertile enough to suggest a reason in support
of the intercourse.

In the weak and deffmceless state in which this city was,
some time ago, political prudence might justify the corres-
pondence which subsisted between the country and the
enemy's ships-of-war; but as the largest part of the Conti-
nental troops is now here, and as many strong works are
erected and erecting for the defence of the city and har-
bour, these motives no longer exist, but arc absorbed in
Dthers of a more important nature.

To tell you, gentlemen, that the advantages of an inter-

course of this kind are altogether on the side of the enemy,
whilst we derive not the smallest benefit /i'om it, would be
obvious to everyone. It is, indeed, so glaring, that even
the enemy themselves mllst despise us for suffering it to be
continued j for, besides their obtaining supplies of every
kind, by which they are enabled to continue in your har-
bours, it also opens a regular channel of intelligence, by
which they are, fi'om time to time, made acquainted with
the number and strength of our works, our strength, and all
our movements, by which they are enabled to regulate their
own plans, to our great disadvantage and injury. For the
truth of this I could produce instances; but as it may be the
subject of future discussion, I shall decline it at present.

It would, gentlemen, be taking up too much of your time
to use further arguments in proof of the necessity of puttin~;
an immediate and total stop to all future correspondence
with the enemy. It is my incumbent duty to effect this,
convinced as I am of the disadvantages resulting from it;
and it cannot be thought strange or hard that, under such
conviction, I should be anxious to remove an evil which
may contribute not a little to the ruin of the great cause we
are engaged in, and may, in its effects, prove highly detri..
mental to this Colony in particular.

In effecting the salutary purposes above-mentioned, ][

could wish for the concurrence and support of your honour..
able body. It will certainly add great weight to the mea-
sures adopted, when the civil authority co-opcrates with the
military, to carry them into execution. It will also redound
much to the honour of the Government, and of your Com-
mittee in particular; for the world is apt to judge from ap-
pearances j and while such correspondence exists, the repu-
tation of tbe whole Colony will suffer in the eyes of their
American brethren.

It is therefore, gentlemen, that I have taken the liberty
to address you on this important subject, relying upon your
zeal and attachment to the cause of American liberty for
your assistance, in putting a stop to this evil, and that YOIl
will co-operate with me in such measures as shall be effec-
tual, either to prevent any future correspondence with the
enemy, or in bringing to condign punisbment such persons
as may be hardy and wicked enough to carry it on other-
wi'ic than by a prescribed mode, if any case can possibly
arise to requireit.

.

I ha\'e the honour to be, with the utmost respect, gentle-
men, your most obedient, humble servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To William Paulding, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of
Safety of the Colony of New- York.

DUTCHESS COU};'"TY (NEW-YOJlK) cmTMITTEE TO THE COM'-

MITTEE OF SAFETY.

Dutchess County Committce, April 17, 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to your requisition, we now return you 11
state of the four Companies of Continental forces raisin"
in this County for the defence of the Colony.

.;>

Captain Rosekrans is already, with his company, stationed
at the fortifications in the Highlands. As we had no op-
portunity of seeing Captain Rosekrans, we could not pro-
cure an exa~t return; but from information, the compan'r
must be almost, if 110tentirely, complete. '

Captain Swartwout has sent off his men from time to
time, as they inlisted, to the Highlands j and havinghisoffi-
cers recruiting in different parts of the County, it was impos.-
sible, upon so short notice, to furriish us with a proper re-
turn, though make no doubt but that, by this time, he mm:t
have npwards of fifty men.

Captain Child, who succeeds Captain Barker, (the latter
having resigned,) received a warrant from the Committep of
Safety only last week; and \ve find, by the ten our of it, he
is indulged with three weeks to make his return. However,
the firm activity of this gentleman, and being generally weU
liked, we imagine he will speedily raisQ a company.

Captain Pearse, before this comes to hand, will have
waited on the Committee of Safety, to make his return and
receive their directions in person.

"\"e remain, most respectfuJly, your very humble ser-
vants. By order of the Committee:

EGBERT BENSON, Cha1:rman.

To William Paulding, Esq., Chairman of the Committee
of Safety, New-York.
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ADMIRAL HOPKINS TO GENERAL BABCOCK.

New.London, April 17, 1776..

SIR: I this moment received an express from General
Washington-the contents are enclosed. Have sent the
Cabot with ten pieces of cannon, with orders to deliver tbem
to you as soon as ,Possible. Have given the Captain orders
to land them in 1\ewport, if possible, if not, at llowland's
Ferry. Your own prudence will suggest what steps may
be necessary for the publicI. safety.

I am, with great respect, your humble servant,
ESECK HOPKIXS.

To Henry Babcock, Esq., Brigadier-General and Com-
mander of the Troops on Rhode-Island.

ADlInRAL HOPKINS TO GOVERN OUR TR'LlIiBULL.

New-London, April 17, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: Enclosed you have a copy of General
TVashington's letter of tbe 14th, received by express. Your
own prudence will suggest what steps will be necessary for
the publick safety.

I am, witb great respect, your Honour's most obedient,
humble servant, ESECK HOPKINS.

To tbe Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour of
the Colony of Connecticut.

COLONEL SMALLWOOD TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

April IS, 1776.

GEJ'oo'TLEMEN:Captain Adams yesterday morning took
Alexander Ross, at Chestertown, and immediately after-
wards fell in with Ensign Chambers. Tbey have conduct-
ed him to this place; and Captain Adams now waits upon
you for filrther orders respecting the prisoner.

I am, your very obedient sen'ant,
""V. SMAT"LWOOD.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety..

ANDREW BEALL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

BJadensburgh, April 1S, 1776.

GENTLE~fEN: It is with reluctance I take up my pen to
address you on a matter I would wish to be silent on, were
I not urged to do it by the strongest entreaties of a com-
pany inferior to none in the Province, wbich I respect, and
which I have the highest satisfaction in obliging. My resign-
in" has thrown the company into great confusion and con-
ce~n, for fear Mr. William lIamilton, my First Lieutenant,
should take place as Captain, who they look upon not to
be worthy, or in any' respect proper for tbat office; but
perhaps may be recommended by the Colonel, through pre-
judice to me, as I would not condescend to serve under him.
"If it so happens tbat he should be appointed Captain, it will
be the utter destruction of the company, as they are deter-
mined not to serve under him.

I would not willingly interfere with tbe gentleman's pri-
vate character, therefore shall only relate the matter to your
Honours how he came to be appointed Lieutenant; which
was, as he had been a soldier several years in the last war,
I imagined he must have been better qualified than any
other person I had the opportunity of getting at that time;
however, fO\1nd myself much deceived, for be was as igno-
rant as those who had never seen a musket thrown in their
lives, and surprisingly awkward in every respect, and still
continues so.

There are many young men in the company who are
much better qualified, in every respect, and 1 believe as
many so as in any company in the Province. ~Ir. Hamil-
ton is a poor man, and has a wife and several cbiJdren, and
no person to work for them but himself, therefore cannot
make the appearance that an officer ougbt to make; is a
person of no education, neither is he qualified in any respect
whatever to keep company with the other gentlemen offi-
cers, which is a material objection by the company, as they
would not choose to serve under an officer who could not
keep company with, and be looked upon by otber officers,
but more particularly, as he is esteemed a very improper
person in other respects. And, of more consequence to
those under him, there are other objections, which I do

not cboose to meddle with; yet I hope have said enough
to evince to you bow very displeasing he is to the company,
and the iII consequences that might arise in case of Ins ap-
pointment; and wbat I can with much truth and certainty
assure would come to p'lSS, i. e. the breaking up of a com-
pany of much consequence.

Relying on your Honours' wisdom in not appointin~-.a
person so disagreeable, (as nothing but my particular desire
to have the company kept together, and to be satisfied,
could have induced me to write in tbis manner,) I remain,
with the utmost respect, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant, A BNDREW E:AI"L.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

that we prefer
as Captain, in

'\Ve, tbe subscribers, do hereby certify,
Andrew Beall, Jun., to any other person
place of his father.

Thos. Adams, Jun., 'Thomas Crawford, Th~ophilus Hughes,
. Thomas Beall, Alexander Crawford, Joseph Cook,

Thos. Tilley, Jun" Abednego Whit~, Thomas Bean,
Nathanie1 Suit, Josiah Gordon, Isaiah Hurley,
William Conn, Samuel Brashears, Jr., ,"Villiam Marthis,
H~nry Scott, John Tilley, Philip James,
Thomas Brown, Josias Shaw. Thomas Wright,
William Brown, James Moekbe, John Bozwell,
John Beall, Clement Wilson, David Wilson,
Jos;as Ray, Henry Tuell, John Wilson,
Jonathan Manly, John Furguson, James Wilson,
Jeremiah :\1oore, Henry Purdy, John Mayhew, Jun.,
Basil Crawfurd, Philip Cissil, George Set.. Bence,
James Ray, James Furguson, Josias S. Wilson,
Patrick Law, William Mullikin, Ignatius Wilson.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ~Maryland~

N. B. If tbe Council of SaJi~ty, or Convention, should
want to be infi.Jfmed with regard to William Hamilton, who
is First Lieutenant of tbe Company, Peter Brown, a Ser-
geant in Captain Lucas's Company, can inform.

Bladensburgh, April IS, 1776.

~[ARYLAND CO'LNCTL OF SAFETY TO DELEGATE\! IN CON-

GRESS.
[No. 122.J Annapolis, April IS, IT)'d.

GENTLEMEN: The bearer, Captain Walter llanson, of
Port- Tobacco, has been recommended to us by Mr. HoolI,
as a genius in the mecbanical way, and as a person that
may be of service to this Province in gaining a proper
knowledge of erecting and working powder-mills, or some
other Ilseful and necessary manufacture. The errand he
comes on will, no doubt, recommend him to your notice;
and, also, entitle him to every aid and assistance in your
pO\ver, to attain such a laudable end.

Weare, &c.

To the Deputies for Maryland, in Congress.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF CON-

GRESS.

[Read April 22, 1776.]

Annapolis, April 18, 1776.

SIR : Your letter, enclosing die ff,solves of Congress, was
this day delivered to us. We were furnished witb tbe inter-
cepted letters some time before tI](' receipt of yours, and had
taken sl1ch measures as, in our judgment, were competent
to the occasion. To dissolve tbe Government, and subvel1
the Constitution, by tbe seizure and imprisonment of the
Governour, we conceive to be a measure of too much deI-i-
cacy and magnitude to be adopted without calling and con-
sulting the Convention of this Province. .We saw no neces-
sity urging us to such an extreme; and were determined,
therefore, not to expose the Province to immediate anarchy
and convulsion, if an assurance could be obtained from the
Governour that he wou]d not depart before our Convention
met, to decide upon this important business. He checrfiIlly
gave this assurance, and voluntarily put lnto our hands all
the letters he had received fi'om the Secretary of State since
September last, and offered us the inspection of the papers
in his possession; assuring us his letters, antecedent to that
time, had been transmitted to Great Britain, on prospect of
his private affairs requiring his presence there; and eXplained
and vindicated his conduct in sl1ch a manner, that we feci
no apprehension of danger from him. Under these circum-
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'stances we cannot comply with the request of Congress, in
-any other manner than we have done, and flatter ourselves
-they will rest satisfied, and consider us excusable.
. Mr. Ross was apprehended by our order, on jJJlon~ay
evenincr last, we shall have him in custody, and examme,., ,
him funy. ,

Permit us, sir, to assure you that we are determmed to
maintain the ricrhts and liberties of this country, at every

,hazard of life and property, and win ~igorously pu!sue every
measure which the defence of AmeT't(:a shaH reqUIre.

, We have the honour to be, your most obedient, humble
servants.

By order and on behalf of the Council of Safety of the
Pi'ovince of Maryland.

.

To the Honourable the President of Congress.

lIlARYLAND DELEGATES TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Phi]adelphia, Thursday, ApriJ 18,1776.

GENTLEMEN: We moved yesterday in Congress, that the
letter referred to by Mr. Johnson should be immed~atelY
transmitted to you, that you might ha-:e, an opportumty of
vindicating your honour against the mahcJOus charg~s made
by the writer. This prod~ce? a warm debate, which last-
ed for several hours. We mSlsted (and were supported by
several gentlemen) that the letter',containing the most severe
reflections upon you, as a pubhck body, o~ght not to be
concealed' that it was absolutely necessary, IJ1the present
state of o~r affairs, that the dignity of the Executives of
every Province should be,s~pported, if prop~r1y condnc,ted;
arid if there rested a suspicion that any pnbhck body, either
from weakness or want of integrity, omitted or refused to
execute the trust committed to them, it ought to be made
known to their constituents, that the power might be placed
in more safe hands' that the exertions of the letter-writer
had already produc~d, in part of the Council of Virginia,
distrust and suspicion of y~u; that we ,had t!le m?~t con-
vincing proofs, upon an occasJOns, of your mtegl'lty, vigilance,
and activity in the common cause; and, therefore, esteem,ed
it our duty to insist that justice migl~t be done to, your m-
jured characters. It was argued, agamst ,the mOllOn" !hat
the letter was confidential; tl.at It had raIsed no SUspicions

, in the Cono-ressof your zeal or integrity,becausethey had
reposed lh~ highest confide~ce in you immediately after-
wards, by the recommendation sent by the return of the
express; that the mischief, which would be produced by
communicating the letter would be greater than any b~nefit
which could be expected from it; and iliat the President
was not obliged to produce the letter before the Congress,
to take order thereon, although it had been read in the
House. Upon the question whether the President should
be requested .to lay ,the letter ?efore Congre~s, five Coloni~s
voted in the negative, three m the affirmative, and one dl-
v;ded.

We conceived this treatment to you, and our Prov;nce,
to be cruel and uno-enerous to the last degree. The obliga-
tion to secrecr expired yesterday; and ~ve imme~iately de-
termined to gIVe you such a state of tlns transactlo~ as our
memories supply us with; arid Mr. Johnson cOI?l11ltted.to
writing what passed on the first day. 'Ve this mornmg
waited on Mr.llancock to demand the letter, but he refused
to see us. .

Thus the affair rests at present; and we cannot delay
communicating it to you longer. "'VI' have ordered an ex-
press immediately to set out for Annapolis, and have not
the least doubt but what you will take the proper steps to
v;ndicate your honour against the foul ca]umny of Mr. Pur-
viance, who has dared to detract from your patriotism and
spirit. Weare determined at all hazards to sUPliort you;
and, though very sorry for the occasion, hope you have com-
plied with the recommendation of Congress, by securing
Mr. Eden and his papers. If he has conducted himself
fairly, an examination will do him credit; if otherwise, we
ou"ht to know it, and guard against his unfriendly endea-
vo~rs. We shall write you by the post; and are, gentle-
men, your most obedient servants,

THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN.,

T. STONE,
R. ALEXANDER.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

REMARKS ON A PLAN OF THE AMERICAN COllIPACT, PROPO..

SED BY AN ENGLISH A~JERICAN.

New-York, April IS, 1776.

No reasonable objection can be o,ffered to the first and
second artieles of this plan. The t~1Ifd proposes th~t tl~~
Crown shall appoint officers" durmg good behavIOur,
Who is LOjudge of their behavioU1'1an~ remove t,hem upon
misbehaviour? Doubtless the Kmg m CouncIl. If be
should judge that good behaviou~ in his officers w~ich Ame-
rica knows and feels to be abommably bad behavIOur, what
remedy has she by this plan? And that this will frequentJy
be the case, past experience convin?es.. The Earl o~ Dun-
more's infamous behav;our has been Justified by the Km~; s,o
was Bernard's, Hutch1~nson's, and all the rest of the ~mg S
wicked Ministers; and so it will be, so long as an arbitrary
and inequitable, partial spirit reigns in the British Court,
which, to an appearance, will, not soon be expelled. Ame-
rica can have no security agamst the greatest and perpct~la-
ted vexation from the King's officers, unless she h~s a vOIce
in their appointment, and the power of renovatmg them
upon misbehaviour.

The fourth article is admissible. The fifth proposes a Ge-
neral Cono-ress to manao-e the general affairs of all the Colo-
nies. Thi~ has a plausilJe appearanc?, but it is a filo de Sf ;
for it is added at the close of the artIde, "hut as absolute
power might in time be assumed by this Congress, were it
without any check its acts therefore should go home for the
Royal assent. Th~ Crown to have n? ~ower to reject them,
or the Provincial acts, unless done wlthm three years after
their passing here." That is, to prevent the Congress from
assuming absolute power, let them ha,ve no po~er at a!l to
do anyone thing, except wh~t the Kmg, from time to tl?1e,
,vills to have done, and let lum have three years to consider
upon every act before he either affirms or annuls it. And
this restriction, this planner would have ,lai~ up,on an the
Provincial Assemblies too. A fine ConstitutIOn, mdeed; an
excellent device to screen the rights and liberties of Ame-
rica against all future attempts of the Crown and British
Ministry! That she may henceforth be effectually secur?d
from the encroachments of the Crown, let the Crown be
invested with absolute power to restrain her from passing
anyone act for her own sec~rity or benefit, eithe: in .Co~-
gress or Provincial Assembhes, but what the, Kmg, I~ IllS
sovereign pleasure, allows her to ,do, fi'O~ tIme ,to tune.
This entirely undermines the secul'lty seemmgly gIVen her
in the second article: "Parliament shan not intermeddle
with the internal police of the Colonies." No ! But the
King and his Ministry shall, as far as they please. Let the
Colonies provide for their own i~tel'l1al government. y~~s,
as far as the King pleases, and III such manner as he, with
the British Council, approves, and no further. Suppose
the Provinces "ive a bounty to encourage any kmd of manu-
factures, or lay a duty on any luxuries imported from Bri-
tain, or make acts to prohibit the i~portation .or African
Slaves into the Colonies, &c., &c., will the Bntlsh Coun-
cil advise the King to confirm them?

The sixth article proposes that America sho?ld agree
that the Kino- shall have a right to keep up a Standmg Army
of ten or twelve thousand men in America in times of peace.
Yes, give him a constitutional right to ,drive i~ a small wedge,
and he will be able after that to get m a bIgger. No, the
article says, "more than this stipulated number the CrowD
should not send without the consent of the General Con-
gress." By such an article, America would invite the Bri-
tish Ministry to use all their interest to corrupt the members
of her Congress, and make it their interest to do so; and
they would probably succeed by degrees. At first, draw
them in to consent to fifteen thousand, then to twenty.
When by this their constituents are alarmed, and them-
selves brought into danger, they will readily consent to
the introduction of thirty or forty thousand, and we shall
soon have a11 our Tories in the Army, prepared to cut
us off. This article opens a door to the tyranny of Bri-
tain and a military Government, under' the pretence of
shuttin<r the door ao-ainst it. If America ag-rees to this, Ehe

""
~

is lost.
The eighth article proposes, "that America should agree

to pay the King a perpetual duty of eight reI' cent. upon all
merchandises imported from foreign countl'les." For what?
To pay Britain for protecting her by a Standi~g Army, kept
up within her in times of peace, when she neither wants nor
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desires it, and W0l11dbe much safer without it; and because
she is to receive the duties arising from the regulation of
trade? Her trade is regulated and restrained by the Parlia-
ment, to Britain's great advantage, and to America's great
prejudice, and this without any charge to Britain; so Ame-
rica owes her nothing for this. The duties America pays
upon the regulations of her trade, to her own disadvantage,
she oughtin all reason and equity to pay to herself. And this
phn proposes to give them to her; but then it artfully takes
them back double from her by other duties payable to Bri-
tain. This plan is a betrayer of America's liberty and
safety; whether designedly so or not, no ways concerns the
publick to inquire.

RE)fARKS ON THE PROPOSED A)fERlCAN cmfP ACT.

New-York, April IS, ]776.

A gentleman, who styles himself An English American,
in his plan of compact, proposes, thirdly: "The Crown shall
appoint the officers of Government during good behavioul',
&c." But whence have all our troubles sprung? Have
not our Governours, appointed by the Crown, been the
principal source of all our calamities, by their ambition and
covetousness, their misrepresentation and calumny? They
want larger salaries, and Regulars to keep the people in awe;
and instead of being the fathers of their people, have been
their betrayers, oppressors, and murderers. The Continent
would have been in peace, had it not been for these appoint-
ed Governours. It never was worth while to take up arms
at all, unless these can be expelled. They are like the roots
of a cancer, which, if not entirely eradicated, soon spread
as bad as ever. These men, if reconciliation was imme-
diately to take place, would never rest until they had em-
broiled us again. They have had their reign already, and
have been banished for their oppression and tyranny. Let
us never receive them, nor any of their order again, who
have proved such vipers. tVe should be fools, indeed, if,
after all their schemes to subdue the several Colonies to ar-
bitrary power, and even to spirit up the Indian.~ and Ne-
groes to murder us in our peaceable habitations, we should
ever suffer them to remain amonO"us.

But they shall continue onlyd~,ring good behaviour. But
who is to judge of their good behaviour? The good peo-
ple of the Massachusetts-Bay judged that Bernard and
Hutchinson did not behave well, and preferred a complaint
against them to his Majesty. But what did it avail? The
Governours were acquitted, and the complaint di,;missed as
a false and scandalous libeL If Governours are dili"ent and
resolute in enlarging the power of the Crown, and l~sseninO"
the liberties of the subject, it is to no purpose at all to com~
plain against them. Sundry noblemen in Scotland, in the
reign .of Charles IT., accused Lauderdale of many horrid
oppressions and unheard-of cruclties; but the King, after
hearing the case, acquitted him, saying, though they had
proved many damned things against him, yet they had not
proved that he had intended to lessen his prerog;ative. Nay,
the bloody Marquis of Antrim, who encouraO"ed and headed
the Irish Papists in the massacre, when they murdered al-
most all the Protestants of Ireland, was acquitted by the ex-
press order of his 1\;fr0esty. Now, there cannot be worse
men in this world than the Marquis of Antrim. Lauderdale,
Hutchinson, and Bernard.

In article sixth: He thinks it would be useful for us, that
the King should have a right to keep ten or twelve thousand
troops to repel any sudden invasion, &e. But a StamEn"
Army is one of the greatest grievances. The Prretoria~
Guards at Rome were, I believe, not a larger body, if so
large; yet they kept the whole world in slavery for many
ages, raised anyone to be Emperor whom they pleased, and
cut him off if he happened to disoblige them, and set up
another in his room. Yet there were ten times as many sol-
diers in the Empire as are now in America and Great Bri-
tain together, whom this handful of Prretorian Guards thus
insulted and abused for sundry centuries. A StanGing Army
have great power to do mischief and enslave countries, be-
cause they are already raised, and disposed to follow an am-
bitious leader, where there is no danger. They are gi'eedy
of large fees and plunder. As to their repelling a sudden
invasion, they have no great inclination for that business.
Living in idleness, they become effeminate and cowardly,
and ready to flee at the approach of a brave enemy. Their

chief business seems to be drunkenness and lewdness, to in-
sult the inhabitants, promote riot, and debauch the women.
Let Boston tell the great benefit she has derived from having'
two or three regiments quartered there.

Professor Dnncan, speaking of the Armies of the seve-
ral nations of Europe, says,

" that the soldiers are the dregs
of every nation." This was not suggested by passion and
prejudice, but fact. (See his Casar's Commentaries.) What
benefit, security, or defence, could we expect fi'om those
who are the dregs of mankind? They ought not to be
named with the Provincials and Militia, who are freemen,
sons of liberty, property, and bravery. Why should the.
riches of a country be expended to support a useless Army
of debauchees.

There is no doubt but there are great deficiencies in the
regulation of the Militia. The ancient Greeks served till.
they were seventy; the Romans till they were forty-five'
years of age. Perhaps a medium between these two ex-
tremities would be best. Many will often do as good ser-
vice at fifty-five, as ever they could. But in many places,
even in New-England, you will scarcely find a man that is .

forty years of age. This method tends to weaken the coun-
try. Suppose, after they had arrived at thirty-five or forty
years of age, they were to be advanced into a more respect-
able body, or had some little privilege granted them, to raise
their ambition, but still kept in the roll. Surely the As-
semblies should take this affair into immediate consideration.
The MiJitia do not train enough to make them expert at arms.
Some writers propose that they should be trained steadily
two years; others, that they should train fifty days every
year. But such plans would be too burdensome and ex-
pensive. It would be sufficient for them to train an after-
noon every week, including two days of a general review,
one in the spring and another in the fall, of each regiment.
This would amount in the whole but to twenty-seven days
in a year, and would hinder but very little business.
There would not, perhaps, be one acre ofland less plouO"h-
ed and improved, if such a plan were to take place, tl~an
there is now. And there would be no need of any other
expenses more tban if they were at home. It is not harder
work to handle the musket than the flail, the axe, the plough,
or the hoe. If the Colonies should adopt some such plan,
they will always be able and ready to repel any sudden in-
vasion. Indeed, the very report of such a plan of train-
ing MiJitia would prevent any nation from invading us,
where tbere arc no rIches to plunder, and where they must be
sure to be knocked on the head. No need at all then of
ten thousand Regulars, debauchees and cowards, to protect
the Colonies against the whole world.

Ar;; INDEPENDEJ'<'T '\V HIG.

REPLY TO RE)fARKS OF RATIONALIS, ON "COMMON SENSE."

New-York,Aprill8, 1776.
This writer censures Common Se'Me as unjust in repre-

senting Monarchical Government as disapproved by Heaven,
and endeavours to show, on the contrary, that it is equally
approved with any other form that men may devise. A
little attention to the Scriptures will clear this matter. God
foresaw that his nation would in time insist upon having a
King, like the other nations, and, therefore, in his laws, gave
rules for him to gm'em himsel f by. Deuteronomy xvii, 14-
20: "He shall not multiply horses to himself, neither shall
he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away;
neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold.
He shall write himself a copy of the law, and he shall read
therein all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the
Lord his God-to keep all the words of this law, and these
statutes to do them; that his heart may not be lifted up
above .his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the com-
mandment to the right hand or to the left." Kings thus
governing themselves and their people, in the «Jar of the
Lord, are accepted with him, and loved and honoured by
their s~lbjects. Had Britain's King done so, America
would have been in peace this day. Where \vill you find
such a King? They are all turned aside and apostatized.
How are they lifted above their brethren? When bracl,
weary of the moderate and gracious government God had
hitherto exercised over them by their Judges and Elders,
and, stimulated by worldly ambition, insisted on having Kings
over them, like the rest of the nations; God, foreseeing that
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so greaf; pCrpet~afed power, in thehan_ds of OTI_eroan!lnd tution proposed to America. The British Constitution fur-
one filmily, would prove very inioxicating and corroptlng; nishes no stIch effectual security against a corrupt Parlia-
too heavy for the weakness of the hum-an mind to support ment and Administration. The liberty of making a new
with honour; and that Government, thro\vn into this form, choice of members for a House of Commons once in seven
would, in fact, soon degenerate into an oppressing tyranny, years, as things are managed, is of no advantage, is no real
and so prove a curse instead of a blessing,-directed Samuel security to the people. The nation might as well leave the
to lay this before the people, as an argument to dissuade them nomination of their RE'presentatives in Parliament to the
fr<?m insisting upon having their demand of a Kingly Go- King, as they do the nomination of their Bishops; for he
"ernment granted. He did so, and has painted a covetous, does in effect nominate and secure a large majority as bis
greedy, proud, and oppressive tyrant, lifting himseJf up above creatures. _

. .
bis brethren, to the life. See 1 Samuel viii, 10-18. The But Rationalis endeavours to frighten the people; and pre-
reaple s:iIl persi~tillg in .their demand, God condes~ende~ to judice them ~gainst the ,proposed ~Ian of Ame.rican Go~ern-
It, and In grantmg their request, they found theIr pumsh- ment, by tellmg many fl'lghtfill stones of the vIolent factIOns,
ment. "I gave them a King in mine anger."-Hosea confusions, and tyranny of Commonwealths, and instances
xiii, 11. Athell.9, Rome, and Carthage. These cities were once

Thus, as a fool, they prepared a rod for their own backs. Commonwealths, in an imperfect, defective form. But many
This, then, is the result; if a people, in forming a plan of Go- other cities, Provinces, and people, were conquered by

'.." vernment, will consult the Suprcm_e Ruler of the lHltions, them; especially the two last, stripped of their liberties, and
,~"~his~d,vice_tQ..t~,em l,s, not t9 psta.blis.~ ~lon~r?l~ip.',l1Gov,:el1l- , ...~bqu,e~, Ul)der their Government. These were not ge~ c-

nieht, because It eas1Jy atld naturally degenerates Into tyrarr: .
ranY~IJjcOrpof'ated as members of the Commonwealth, m-

<:;-"DY;but if they choose ii, he suffers it to be so, and uses vested with equal rights, and liberties; but the ruling citi,~g

~)r-?~r K~~gs, <l;san iron ro~ ~n ch!lstening the a.pnsttlte rebel _ex;rc!sed an arbitrarr government o~Cl'them, li~e what Bri-, ~ natlons-,--and by the heavy strokes of these Iron 'rods, he tam .IS now attemptmg over Amenca;- l'esernng to them-
0, dashes the earthen vessels one after another. The King- selves the power of the purse and the sword, and the dis-

'", ~i:lolll:Sbotl1-pf-lsrael ana ,[udak. ¥Vere ruiqed by their Kings;, posal of the great offices. No wonder, the'll, these ruling
;"',,-50 )1~Ye:D\inil?etless-,natiQI1s be~n; so will Britain proba~ 'cities WC.fBrent with factious stJ;ifes_arnong thBir members,

bly be; so will America soon be, unless Go,d,1n great mer- and tyrants to their conquered subjects. 'If the City of
cy, now saves her, as he did David from the paw of the Philadelphia, or New- York, should form its(Jlf into a Com-

;'~~b.5a,~~\IQ thG,mRuth of th,e Ilon:
'

The plaicn truthis,_the ~on~e.a1th? and then copquer the. whole Provin?c, and bow
natJons;-by presumpfuous!y trustlllg too great poWer in the It under }wr Government, doubtless she would rule as a ty-
hands of one man and one family, have caught a Tartar. rant, and be agitated and torn by great strifes among h"r
AU history ~onfirms this. Considering the weak and disor- own members, contending among themselves for offices and
dered state of human 1Iat\ll'e, no other can be expected the spoils Qf a Province. , '~'_

.
,

Common Se_nseobjects against the hereditary Kings, that Rationalis also mentions the Commonwealth formed in
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'0,~,' tlQns. To thIs, Ratl(malz~ opposes the stnfes and conten-

. bJs purpose. He mIght as well havfJ ll)(;'ntIQnDdthe con-
tions that arise about the choice of Kings in elective ~IO:'

.

quest and tyranny of fVillicmt Lover F..mglanll. They that
nilr(ihies, and instances pQland. The Polish Kings are had the Government after Charlds death, proudly styled
el\Ptiye, but by whom? Not by the body of the people, thell)selves.th~ CQmnlOnwealth of England, but were not
nor"' bY men depilted byd1e people to choose a King for so; but only a party of mad enthusiasts and violent Inde-
them; but by a set of great men in the nation, who are pen dents, with a few Dpists, formed in the Long Parliament,
inqependent on the people, have usurped a tyranny over who have artfully got the Army into their power, usmped

~'them, and are generally pensioners to neighbouring Kings, . the Government of the nation; and ruled by the sword and
'who interfere by these their creatures, and frequently by their arbitrary power.. Their Government was a real tyranny.

". '
armies too, in..the choice of a new King for Poland. No And when Cromwell usurped it £i-om them, it was only an

--'>-"';~::"w:onder,then, that that Kil1gdom is thrown into grea.t commo-.. excliange of many joint tyrants for ODe.
.

.

-tions on these occasions. The manifest truth is, that, when Suppose, as the issue of the present war, the British, Go-
the Crowns .of Kingdoms are invested with exorbitant pow- vernment in America is overthown, and some little party

':" e~and decorated with great riches and high prerogatives, amoll," us, as for instancG the Baptists, aided by the Army,
'dangerous -to the rights and liberties of the subjects, they be- should form themserves as a kind oT Commonwealth, and
come objects of greedy, coveting desire, and a bone of fre- violently assume and exercise sovereign dominion over all

"c,:-.~ quent furious contention amongst great ones, whether they America, and arrogantly style themselves the Commonwealth
.'-n'ul'e-'hei-editary 0'1'elective; ana the people are sure 10 suffer of America, would this make them really so? Would not

and bleed, whoever bears away the prize. America, in this case, be really a conquered people, undt,r
, Rationalis complains that Common Sense argues from the tyrant rule of the Baptists 7 To what purpose are such
~h!J abl!pe,9(thelhiti§~u09ns,tit\Jtion, to its insufficiency to instances of .the few, formed among themselves as a kind of
secure its grand aim-the liberty and happiness of the peo- Commonwealth, and exercising tyrant rule over the many,
pIe; and says,. if the several branches of the Legislature introduced to discredit such a genuine Commonwealth as is
"{ould bc faithful, the British Constitution would be the recommended toArnerica, whereinall who are subject to its
best in the world. In this he does not do Common Sense Gov-eru.ment are c6nstitiJent memuers of it, and have aU
common justice. He points out the errors and defects in- equal rights, liberties, and privileges, and equal interest in its
nerent inthQ Constitution itself, (some of them, but not all,) Government? They have no analogy or "likeness to this
the chief of which is, the exorbitantpowersand dangerous plan. - .

prerogatives given to the Crown, and shows that the great Rationalis thinks the right time to declare for an inde-
abuses of the Government naturally arise out of the errors pendent Government is not yet come; that we ought yet to
and defects in the Constitution itself. seek reconciliation; that if we cannot obtain safe terrns, we

The BiJl of Rights has limited the Crown a little, but not should still fight on for them, iill every brave m'an in Ameri-
enough to secure the interest and liberty of the subjects. ca is slain. We shall do so before Britah~ will grant such
Had the limitations proposed by the long Parliament to terms; then, after that, if we cannot obtain them, and thJ

- 'CharZe-s.J, taken place, it would have beep happy (or the aggreSSOrScall in foreign aid in this last extremity, we may
nation. That is a bad Constitution indeed, umler which the do so too; and then declare. This brings to mind the old
rulers, though ever so faithful, cannot serve the interest of proverb," After death ca]] the Doctor." ,Fight for an ac-
thenatio~. That is a good and wisely constructed Con- commodation till all your brave men, who have courage to
stitlltiol1, by" virtue of which 'the governing powers have full fight, me slain, thf\D setup Independency.' He knows it
liberty and authority to do all the good to the people they will then be too late. Yes, yes, fight down and slaughter
wish them to do, and at the same time aremade liable to 1,>e all the sons of liberty,thtJn the son~of slavery will have
restrained and controlled by the,m, whenever they attempt free liberty to subject tbeir cQuntrytQ the conqueror's iron

. to sacrifice the publick interest to their private passioJ,ls, and yokc, and may, perhaps,' share a very small part of her
,_ .'~here!:>y th~ subjects have reserved in theirc?wn hands fi.tIL, spoils as tb~ reward of their villany. Will not Ameru:a

..,
"trowel' to remove' COl'rupt 'and dangerous rulers, from: year to -erect a superb moirument in honour of Jhis great mastcr of

year, and put worthier in their places. Such is the COllsti- reason, this wise counsellor?
'< .
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When the people first came to Samuel, demanding a
King, God said to him, Hearken to their voice, yet protest
solemnly unto them, (that in this they sin against the Lord
to their own hurt,) and show them the manner of the King
that shall reign over them; that is, what will in fact be the
spirit and oppressi\'e burden of Kingly Government. This
is called the manner of the Kingdom. 2 Samuel x, 25.
As Samllel had before told them how it would be if they
put themselves under Kingly Govel11ment, so now, they
persisting in their demand, and, in a spirit of unbelief, pre-
sumptuously despising all the consequences God had fore-
warned them of, and having received the Ki.ngly Govern-
ment which God gave them in his anger, as an instrument _

of chastising, with presumptuous shouting, Samuel repeats
to them what he had foretold them before, and wrote it in a
book, and laid it up before the Lord, that it might remain a
witness for God, that he had faithfully forewarned them of
the oppressiQDsand miseries they were bringing on them-
selves and their posterity, and a witness against them in the
day when they should find this prediction verifiedupon them,
and cry unto the Lord by reason of th!3ir grievous oppres-
sions by the hand of their King, and not be heard.

As all Scripture is given for our instruction and warning,
so this in particular is a speaking admonition to America
now, whencHeaven is opening a door of deliverance fro!1l
such sore oppression, and the British Government, by their
cruel and brutish treatment of her, has released her from all
obligations of conscience, gratitude, or interest, to remain
any longer subject to it, or dependant on it; and if now,
(after aJl the cruel injuries we have suffered, and the greater
we cannot but foresee,) we say nay, we will not be made
free, but we wil1have a King, even Britain's King, to reign
over us and over our children, we shall soon cry out, by
rea~on of-infinite oppressions, with a great and a bitter cry,
and the Lord wi1l not hear us in that day. How justJy
might he answer us, saying, I would have set you free, but
you would not accept it; go cry to your King and tyrant
rulers, whom you have chosen; let them deliver you.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New-York, April IS, 1776.

SIR: Permit me, through you, to convey to the honour-
able Congress the sentiments of gratitude I feel for the high
hOllOur they have done me in the publick mark of approba-
tion contained in your favour of the 2d instant, which came
to hand last night. I beg yO\; to assure them that it will ever
be my highest ambition to approve myself a faithful servant
of the publick, and that, to be in any degree instrumental
in procuring to my Am~rican brethren a restitution of their
just rights and privileges, will constitute my chief happi-
ness.

Agreeableto your request, I have communicated, in gene-
ral orders, to the officers and soldiers under my command,
the thanks of Congress for their good behaviour in the ser-
vice; and am happy in having such an opportunity of doing
justice to. their merit. They were, indeed, at first" a band
of undisciplined husbandmen;" but it is (under GOtf) to their
bravery and attention to their duty that I am indebted for
that success which has procured me the only reward I wish
to receive-the affection and esteem of my countrymen.
The medal intended to be presented to me by your honour-
able body, I shall carefully preserve as a memorial of their
regard.

I beg leave to return you, sir, my warmest than~s for the
polite manner in which you have been pleased to express
their sentiments of my conduct; and am, with sincere esteem
and respect, sir, yours and their most obedient and most
humble servant G W' - EORGE ASHINGTON.

To the President of Congress.

sufficient to answer the demands upon them; if there is not
a probability of this, you will be pleased to give a warI'3nt
for as much as will pay the wages due. The ship Jenny
and the brigantine, both taken by Commodore lJlanly, (the
former from London, the latter from Antigua, bound to
Boston,) are, by what I can learn, proper vessels to be fitted
out I1Scruisers. You will therefore, sir, have a person of
knowledge and trust sent on board to examine them. If the.
report of them is such as they have been represented to me,
you must have them purchased for account of the United
Colonies. If Commodore :Manly is in your neighbourhood
his opinion of them must have weight; and if they are fit
for the purpose, he will, of course, have his choice of them,
and attend the fixing one of them out. His First Lieute-
nant can command the IIancock in the mean time. The
sooner this is put in execution the better. Nothing mate-
rial to inform you of from hence.

I am, &c., GEORGEWASHINGTON.
To General Ward.

NEW-YORK CQ1UlUITTEE OF SAFETY TO GEN~R,AL WASHING-

TON.

In Committee of S(lfety, New-York, April 18, 1776._

SIR : Your recommendation of yesterday we took into
consideration immediately on receipt of it; and, thereupon,
framed the enclosed resolves and orders.

We cannot sufficiently thank your Excellency for YOQr
most delicate attention to the civil Government of this Colo-
ny, and beg leave to give you the strongest assurances that
we most eagerly embrace this, as we shall every other, op-
portunity of co-operating with you in every measure which
shall come recommended to us with the argument of pub-
lick utility.

We are, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedieht
humble servants.

By order of the Committee:
WILLIAM PAULDING,Chairman.

To General "fVashington.

LORD STIRLING TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

New-York, April 18, 1776.

SIR: Thoma.~ Vernon 'yas some time since m~de prisoner
on the evidence of one Craig, a copy of which I nowen-
close you, and I think was then examined by the Commit-
tee of Safety. The General desires me to transmit to you
the enclosed letter from Ve1"non, and request that the Com-
mittee would make such further inquiry into tne matter as
will enable them to determine whether it be worth while to
keep him any longer prisoner or not.

.

I am, sir, your humble servant, STIRLING.

To the Chain-nan of the Committee of Safety of New- York.

CRAIG'SExamination relative to THOMASVERNON,a pri-
soner.

Craig, lately a soldier in the First Regiment of YQrkers,
declares that he was employed by one Vernon, a hatter of
this city, to rig out a sloop the said Vernon had lately pur-
chased by order of Governour Tryon, to be employed by
the Govel11our as a tender or cutter, and occasionally to
cruise in the North and East Rivers; that the said Vernon
was to be supplied by the said Governour with swivels for
the said sloop; that the said Craig went on board, with the
said Vernon, of the Dutchess of Gordon, and there con-
versed with the Governour and the Attorneys General Kemp
and Skinner, who urged him to be active in procuring as
many men as possible, not only for the said sloop, but for
the Asia and other men-of-war soon expected here; that
above fifty or sixty soldiers, now in town, in the Continm-
tal service, were engaged by the said Vernon for the servjce
of the Ministry.

M(lrch 12, 1776.GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL WARD.

New-York,AprillS, 1776.
I received your fayour of the 17th instant,in answer to ELIHU MARVINTO NEW-YORKCOMMITTEEOF SAFETY..

Colonel Glover's application to you. I am of opinion that Orange County, April 18,1776.
all accounts respecting the armed vessels should be paid by This Committee being informed that the four regiments
the Agents only; and as the trial of the prizes cannot be ordered to be raised in this Pro"ince are not yet full, and it
much longer deferred, they will have cash k)r the goods is the opinion of this Committee that there may be another
which may be condemned, in their hands, much more than .company raised on the north side of the mountains, if war-

FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. v. 62
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,rants may be had; we therefore recommend Seth jUarvin
for a Captain, and Joshtta Brown for First Lieutenant, as
proper persons; and as the other two officers arc not pitched
'upon yet, we promise, if blank warrants are sent here, to fill
up the same for those we think to be proper persons.

I am, with respect, gentlemen, your humble servant.
By order of the Committee:

ELIHU MARVIN, Chairman.

'To the Committee of Safety for the Colony of New-York.

ELIHU MARVIN TO NEW-YORK COM~nTTEE OF SAFBTY.

Orange County, April 18, 1776.

GENTLE)IEN: The Committee of this County being met,
'and having considered several places for erectihg a Powder-
Mill, agreeable to the resolve of Congress, do approve of
a place at or near John Carpenter's saw-mill, in the Pre-
cinct of Cornwall, in the County of Orange, near Graycort,
to be a convenient place; and Henry TVisner, Esq., and John
Carpenter, do apply for recommendation; and this Commit-
tee do recommend the said Henry "Fisner, Esq., and John
Carpenter, both of Orange County, to be proper pehons to
build the same.

\Ve are, gentlemen, your very humble servants.
Per order: E 1\1 Ch

.
LIHU 'ARVIN, mrman.

To the Honourable Committee of Safety for the Colony of
New-York.

EI.IHU ~L\RVIN TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Orange County, Oxford, April 18, 1776.

To the Honourable Committee of Safety for the Colony of
N EW-YORK during the recess of Congress:

GENTLEMEN: The Committee of this County have been
informed by Colonel William Allison, that the sum of two
hundred pounds is allowed towards paying their Deputies for
attendance in Congress during the course of their service;
and as the money is wanting, I would, therefore, in the
name of this CommitteE', desire that it might be sent up by
the bearer, (&th Marvin,) together with your instl'llctions
for disbursing the same, if necessary.

I am, with respect, gentlemen, your humble servant,
ELIHU MARVIN, Chairman.

JF.REMIAH CLARK TO TEGNIS CUYPER.

New-Cornwall, April 18, 1776.

DEAR Sm: I take this opportunity, per Lieutenant Roe,
to inform you that we held our election to choose a Deputy
for the next Convention, day before yesterday, anrl chose
Archibald Little, Esq., for Cornwall Precinct. Who is
chosen in Goshen I know not.

Sir, you may remember that, not long since, I wrote a
line to the Committee in behalf of Lieutenant Roe. He
is down now on the same business, and he wants to know
what he may depend upon, as the season of the year is far
advanced. I think if there is a vacancy he is as suitable a
man for a Captain as I could recommend in the County. If
it should be agreeable to you, I hope you will give him both
your advice and assistance. If he should succeed, he will
inform as to under officers.

Sir, pardon my boldness, and permit me, with great
esteem, to subscribe myself your most humble servant,

JEREMIAH CLARK.

To Teunis Cooper, Esq., in Committee of Safety, New-
York.

To the Hononrable the Continental Congress.

The Petition of the Committee of Safety, and Officers of
the Militia of KING'S District, in ALBANYC01lnty, and
Province of N EW-YORK, together with part of the Com-
mittee and ltlilitia Officers of tlw east part of CLAVE-
RACKDistrict, in said Connty, also the east part on 1\'11\-
NOR RENSSELAERWICKDistrict, in said County, humbly
showeth :

That your Petitioners live in that part of Albany County
that adjoins to the Province of ltlassachusetts-Bay, and is
peopled from the New-1Jngland Colonies.

That your Petitioners have, from the commencing of hos-
.tilities by the British Troops at Lexington and Concord,
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been attentive to the preservation of the rights and liberties
of America, and particularly attended the rules of CongreEs
therein.

That your Petitioners did, on the earliest notice of the coun-
try's want of men to withstand the violence of the British
Troops, array themselves in mi!itary order for that purpose;
particularly at the time when Colonel (now Brigadier-Ge-
neral) Arnold was on his way to surprise and take posseE:-
sion of the important posts of Ticonderoga and Crown-Poin',
(on inteIJigence obtained,) Colonel Arnold did, by his let-
ter, send back for men to come immediate]y to his assist-
ance, a copy of said letter being sent to that part of the
County before described, your Petitioners, in :\lilitia Com-
panies, llIet for the purpose of gathering a number of men
that were wining to go to the assistance of said Colonel Ar-
nold, on which there dill voluntarily appear to the number
of one hundred men or more, to go to his assistance. Part
of which did immediately march to Albany, there expecting
to be fumished with some guns and ammunition, (as they
were not all fU\'llished,) and at Albany did make appJicn-
tion to the Committee of Safety for the County, who were
then sitting; but said Committee not having the sentin1l'tlfs
of the Government or country in regard to taking possession
of said fixts, did not at that time think propel' to filrnish
said men, on which said men did return, and thereon the
others did not at that time go forward, yet held themselves
in readiness for the purpose if wanted.

- That the said volunteers, with a number of others joinin!f,
did, a short time after, at the desire of the Committee of tl~'e
County, (Oil the resolves of Congress,) proceed to Albany,
and from thence to Ticonderoga, in three Captains' com-
panies, under the direction of the Committee aforesaid, and
did continue in the country's service until the ]ast \'iinter,
when they were dismissed; after which, under the direction
of the General in Canada, out of the three companies, one
was formed to continue in service through the winter anrl
part of the spring.

Besides the aforesaid companies, there went one Captain"s
company, and part of two or more to join the Army b{~fore

Boston, from the parts before mentioned. And your Pet:'-
tioners think they arc \\ an'anted, /i'om the conduct of the
afol'!~saidcompanies through that campaign, to say that it
was to the honour of their country.

In addition to what i,; now meutioned, of the readineES
and service, &c., on the news of General ftlontgomery'H
repulse and death b(Jore Qlubeck, the last winter, and \vant
of troops in that department,. there immediately turned Ollt
and went part of a company from the aforesaid Kin[!,"s Di~-
trid, (joining with Captain Goodrich's Company, ~f IJlas-
sachusetts-Bay;) and many more wouJd have enga<red, but
distance from home, the seasonof the year, and sllortness
of the preparation for Jeaving home, prevented them.

Your Petitioners would now inform that, since the a/(Jre-
said dismission,the greater part of said men remain at home,
and the others expected soon, as their time is now expired;
and that, in the raising the battaJion in this Province this
spring, there has been no appointment of officers in these
parts, (as a quota of men with the County were in service,)
and the people desire if it could be, tbey may be formed
into a battalion, with officers in the parts before-mentioned;
to accomplish which, the good people before-mentioned did
request the Committee first mentioned, and the officersof
the Militia, to meet and inquire into the practicability of
forming a battalion, or part of a battalion, as aforesaid; and
if they found there were men who might be spared, and who
were willing to enter into their country's necessary service,
sufficient for that purpose, to pursue such ways and means as
to accomplish the same.

On which desire the Committee and militia aforesaid did
meet, and, on inquiry, found, according to the readiness
manifested among the people, there might be a battaJion,
or part of a battalion raised, of good and proper men that
are heartily engaged for their country's good, accordinITlv
petitioned the General Committee of the County ajores~d,
desiring their assistancein procuring the same, (as the hat-
taJion to be raised in the County and Government were
officered;) but said Committee was pleased to give your
Petitioners a negative answer. Since which, your Peti-
tioners have resolved to lay before your honourable bod\!
their readiness to enter into the Contilwntal service; an~!
therefore have laid before you this theil' Petition, and here-
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with send one of the members of the Committ('e of the
aforesaid King's District, and desire that the subject-matter
of this Petition may be heard, and the privilege of a batta-
lion, or part of a battalion, with officers thereto, from the
parts before mentioned, be directed to be raised for the
Continental service, if wanted, under the direction of such
person or persons as your honourable body shall appoint.

And your Petitioners in duty are bound to pray.
Signed by orde[' of the aforesaid Committee and officers,

in behalf of themselves and the people aforesaid.
Dated King's District, Albany County, Province of -,-Vew-

York, the 18th day of April, 1776. .

MAT. ADGATE, BARET DYER,

~
ASA DOUGLASS, JOSEPH WOOD,

.

Committee.
ELISHA PRATT, PETER GARNSEY,

W. B. WHITING,
Col. 17tA Reg. Militia, in the County of ALBANY.

To the Congress.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM FORT GEORGE, DATED APRIL

18, 1776.

I arrived at this place last Tuesday afternoon, and ex-
pected to find the lakes open, but am disappointed. Gene-
ral Thomas left this place yesterday morning, and intended
to break his way through; and this day about forty batteaus
went off with the same intention, and calTied about five
hundred men; the residue of the troops here, (ahout three
hundred,) and the cannon, (four thirty-two-pounders, four
twenty-four-pounders, four eighteen, and some nine, with
eidlt tons of powder,) go off in the morning. The batteaus
which went away this day, we just hear, have got above
twelve miJes. Colonel St. Clair's Regiment is at Fort
Edward, fourteen miles below this, and are ordered here to-
morrow.

This day arrived, with their interpreter, (Mr. Deane,) the
Indian DelelTates of the seven tribes in Canada, £1'Omthe
Congress of the Six: Nations, at Onondaga. I \vas intro-
duced to, and had the honour to take them by the hand.
Deane says they have resolved to observe a strict neutrality,
and have appointed deputies to attend our Indian Commis-
sioners at Albany, and may be dai]y expected there.

I write this from the spot where the battle was fought
and Dieskau taken prisoner, by Sir TVilliam Johnson, and
within a quarter of a mile of Fort lYilliam lIenry, which
~lontcalm took.

find in reconciling the men to this kind of arm, is a flattering
symptom of their spirit. The.price of these rifles, I am told,
will be five pounds each; but as the article of cartouc!lPs,
accoutrements, and bayonets, wiU be saved, upon the whole,
they will not be more, if so expe11sive.

The defence and security of tbe capital rivers, with their
creeks, are an object of so great importance that I have
thought it necessary to direct as great a number of half
galleys as possible to be constructed with the utmost expe-
dition; but as the carpenters and other artificCl'S in this
country are so lazy a race of mortals that it is in vain to
expect any fruits from their labours, unless there is a co-
ercive power over them, I thought it the surest and safest
method to establish, or try to establish, two companies of car-
penters, on the same terms with those in the Jerseys. The
measure is absolutely n~cessary, and I flatter myself it will
prove economy.

The nature of the service here is such, (the force not being
collected into one point, but scattered in fragments,) that a
greater number of subordinate staff officers are requisite
than in the Northern and Eastern Armies. I have, thcrefore,

.

taken the liberty, until the pleasure of the Congress is
further known, to appoint a few who could not be dispensed
with. Enclosed is a list of them. .

The Committee of Safety, I find, sir, had not apprized
you of their having already raised a company of Artilh1l'Y,
and appointed officers. Captain Innis, who was placed at
the head of it, though he professes himself utterly ignorant
of this particular branch, is a man of great zeal, capacity,
and merit; and as there is a vacant Majarity in the: Ninth,
or Colonel Flemming's Regiment, I have,ventured to appoint
him to act in that station, in hopes that the Congress will
confirm his commission. A body of horse is a .~ine qua non
in a country circumstanced like this. I take the liberty of
enclosing to you an address I published to the young gen-
tlemen of this Colany on the subject, and wish it may meet
with your approbation.

I shall make Monsieur Arundel accountable for the sixty
dollars; but, at the same time, beg leave to submit to the
consideration of the Congress, whether the expenses of his
journey should not be allowed. They amount to thirty dollars.
Indeed, the pay of the Artillery officers and Engineers is
sO wretched that I do nat see any chance of procuring men
fit for the sClTice on the terms; and if they are procured,
they cannot possibly subsist, unless the expenses of their
frequent journeys are paid, for they are obliged, from the
nature of their business, to make more journeys than other
officers, and not in corps, but singly. I have been obliged
to subsist Baron Hasenback; as likewise to furnish Captain
Smith, who is now at York, with money for his expenses.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient,
humble servant, C LHATtLES EE.
To the Honourable John Hancock.

P. S. Enclosed is an affidavit transmitted from North-
Carolina, with a resolve of their Provincial Congress. I
forgot to mention that I advanced at New- York to Monsieur
Arundel fifteen dollars, to carry him to PhiladelpAia; but I
shall send to the Secretary, as SQon as possible, an account
of the several sums I have advanced. To-morrow I set out
to visit the posts at SujJolk, Kemp's Island, the Great
Bridge, &c. C. L.

GENERAL LEE TO. PRESIDENT aF Ca~GRESS.

[Read April 29, 1776.-Referred to Mr. Harrison, Mr. Rutledge, JlIT.
Goldsborough, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Rodney.]

Williamsburgh, April 19, 1776.

SIR: The disagreeable uncertainty I have bo('n in (fi'Otn
the circumstance of their being able to fly in their ships from
one spot to another) of the enemy's designs, has kept me
at Williamsburgh. It is evident that their original intention
was against North-Carolina; but the apparently tatal over-
throw of their whoh~ scheme by Colonel Caswell's victory,
makes it mol'l~ probable that they will bend their force to
some other quarter; whether to this Province 0.1'South-
Carolina, it is impossible to. divine. I am myself more in-
clined to think that this will be their object, as the numerous
intersecting ,navigable waters present them such superior
advantages; though, at the same time, I confess myself in

(,

1 C l
o TO THE YOUNG GENTLEMEN aF VIRGINIA.great pain for >.)'Ollt1- aro ma.

The force in that Province seems alarmingly small. I wish As an Army without Cavalry is, in all conntries, a very
I could afford to detach from hence at least tlm.;e batta- defective machine, but in this Province, circumstanced as it
lions; but neither our number of men, the state and con- is, it is impossible to carryon the service with any tolerable
dition of our arms, nor the vast extent of this Province (open degree of credit, without a certain proportion of this species
to attack) will admit of the thought. If Pennsylvania could of tl'OOpS,General Lee begs leave to address himself to the
spare three or four battalions for the defence of Virginia, young gentlemen of the different Counties, entreating that
Virginia or North- Carolina might detach the same number they will form themselves into companies of Light Dragoons,
to 8outlt- Carolina; and as the Army which was employed consisting of one Captain, one Lieutenhnt, one Cornet, two
in the blockade of Boston is now set at liberty, I should Sergeants, two Corporals, and a Trumpet or Horn-Sounder.
ima,<rine this force might be aftorded us. As it is intended and hoped that the whole will be com-

'Ve are so extremely deficient in arms that I have been posed of gentlemen volunteers, it will not be expected that
l1nd'.~rthe necessity of sending an officer into the back parts they should receive any pay; hur, at the same time, as it is
of the country to purchase all the rifles he can procure, for not reasonable that they should put themseh'es to the ex-
the Continental service. The arrangement I have made of pense of maintaining their horses, they are to be aUowed
arming two companies of each battalion with spears, wil1 rations for them, as well as for themselves. Their arms
render muskets and bayonets less necessary; and the ease I should be a short rifle carbine, a light pike, of eight feet

'*'
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long, and a tomahawk. General Lee is confident, if the
young gentlemen approve, ana adopt this scheme, they will
pot only do very great honour to themselves, but very im~
.portant service to their country.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN CON-

GRESS.

[;\"0.125.] Annapolis, April 19, 1776.

GENTLEJlIEN: We received the Honourable Mr. Han-
.cocle's letter of the 16th instant yesterday afternoon, enclo~
4!3inga recommendation of Congress that we should imme-
.diately cause the person and papers of Governour Eden to
be seized and secured, and convey such of the papers as
related to the American dispute safely to Congress; and,
.also, the person and papers of A. Ross, and to transmit the
latter likewise to Congress.

Previous to our receipt of the above, we had fuJly investi-
:gated the charge that the intercepted letters imported, in
which we conducted ourselves agreeable to what we wrote
you by MI'. Green, and finally concluded the aft'lir with our
.answer, a copy of which we now enclose you. The extra-
ordinary manner of communicating the inte1ligence by the
Council of Safety of Virginia to us, with the behaviour of
the Committee of Observation for Baltimore, give us cause
to complain of the indignity oftered our Board; and we can-
not suppress our suspicion that matters have been concerted
so as to prevent al1 information which might otherwise have
been laid before you from hence. The letter from the
Council of Safety of Virginia is dated the 7th instant, and
was conveyed through Baltimore to us on the 15th, about
three o'clock, P. M., by four gentlemen deputed by that
body to wait on us with it, (whose conduct was very disin~
genuous and exceptionable,) and the resolves passed on the
16th. Weare at a loss otherwise to account for the length
of time the letter was passing from WilZiamsburgh to us, and
the expedition with which the despatch a.ppears to have
been transmitted fi'om Baltimore to Philadelphia, the in-
structions given Captain Samuel Smith by the Committee
of Baltimore, and those given by Captain Nicholson to his
Lieutenant, copies of which we likewise send you. The
originals came into our hands accidentally, and the whole
of the proceedings of the BaltimQre Committee were kept
from us.

Whence this unmerited treatment has sprung, we can-
not conceive, as we ever most cheerli11ly co-operated with
and assisted the Colony of Virginia in such measnres as we
could justify, from our situation, and have always considered
the interest and security of Baltimore as esst'ntial to this
Province, and acted correspoudently. With these ideas,
and reflecting upon these circumstances, and being fully per-
suaded the Congress would have determined diflerently if
they had been furnished with the same evidence upon which
we proceeded, we cannot but hope they will rest satisfied
with what we have done, more especially as a Convention
is shortly to be held, and we are firmly persuaded the Gc-
vornour will not stir from his station, or do anything to dis-
turb the peace of the Province between this time and the
meeting of that body. We consider the Congress as having
the supreme authority over the Continent, and look up to
them with reverence and esteem, but that they cannot in-
terfere, with uncontr01lable power, in the internal polity of
this, or any other Province; and herein we are supported by
the resolves of the late Convention. If unhappily, however,
they do not approve our conduct, we arc determined to caU
a Convention with all convenient speed, and lay our whole
transactions before them, that they may judge of the pro-
priety of what we have done.

We omitted informing you before that the Governour as-
sured us, on his honour, that he had received no letters
from the Ministry at home but those he delivered to us, and
of which we have heretofore sent you copies. He has also
given us leave to search aU his papers, if We think proper.
Weare not convinced that he has carried on any corres-
pondence with the Ministry unfriendly to America. If on
suspicion only we seize the head of the civil Government,
a1l commissions of Magistrates, Sheriffs, and other officers
flowing from him must be at an end, and the Council of
Safety have no power to fi1l up the vacancy. The Con-
,:ention have this power inherent in them, as R(Jpresenta~
..tlves of the people; they have not communicated it to us
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dmt we can find. On seizing the Governour, therefore, the
Convention ougbt to be immediately caUed, to take the
state and condition of the Province into their cQnsidera..
tion, and make provision for the civil department. If you
recommend cal1ing it earlier than the 27th, we shal1 pay
due attention to the day you fix on. We have done every-
tbing in our power to promote the interest and peace of the
Province, and are firmly persuaded that, if this storm blow:,
over, we shall continue to enjoy quiet some time longer,
if not the whole campaign, and, perhaps, before another, a1l
wi1l be settled happily. We write to the President by this
opportunity, and we think ourselves fortunate in having-
William Paca with us, and approving of a1l we have done;
and we doubt not you would have acted, in substance, as we
have done, had you been here on the spot. Our Council,
consisting of Daniel of .St. Thomas Jcnifer, Charles Car~
roll, Barrister, Bcnjamin Rumsey, and James Tilghman; were
unanimous in their opinion, and if we are suffered to go on
our own way, a1l will end as it should do. If, on the other
hand, the Governour is treated with ignominy and rigollJ',
and laid under arrest, and guarded, &c., we cannot te1l what
wi1l be the consequence. This we are certain of, our Go-
vernment wi1l be shaken to its very foundations, and in what
form it would be setted again, we know not.

A. Ros.~ was taken by our orders last ]J;londay, and
brought before us yesterday; but as we had not then timCJ
to inquire particularly into his offence, we deferred it until
we had a little more leisure, and committed him to the cus-
tody of a guard. If, upon examination, he should discover
anything which we may apprehend will be of service, we
will immediately disclose it to you. We should have been
glad to have had a line from you by the express. We have
received the money-plates, &e.

And are yours, &c.,

To the Deputies for Maryland in Congres~.

N. B. A. Ross was represented in the letter to the Bal-
timore Committee as inimical to America, but not a word
said of him in that addres~ed to us. We enclose you copies
of a leter from J. Rogers and R. Alexander, and our pass-
port in consequence thereof.

The followinfJ. is a copy of a Letter from R. ALEXANDER
and J. }{OGERS,in recommendation of A. Ross.

Philadelphia, F~bruary 25, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Mr. Alexander Ross, a gentleman of Oeir
acquaintance, has applied to us to procure for him from
Conl,'Tess a passport to Lord Dunmore, upon whom, he
says, he has a very considerable claim, whieh he hopes he
should be able to procure, could he have an opportunity of
making a personal demand. From the multiplicity of busi-
ness now before the Congress, an application of this kind
would be attended with great delay, and as a license from
your honourable Board will be at least as effectual, we take
the liberty of recommending him to your indulgence, being
wen persuaded he will religiously observe any injunctions
you may think p~oper to lay him under.

'\Ve are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,
J. ROGERS,
ROBERT ALEXANDER.

For Passport to Virginia, vide No. 32. _

To the Honourable the Council of Safety for ~Maryland.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO RICHARD HARRISON.

[No. 124.] Annapolis, April 19, 1776.

SIR: Captain Conway, of the Sloop Molly, will deliver
you this. In tbe disposition of the cargo you will pleaE:e
observe our former instmctions, and send us any returns by
this vessel you may have to make, as she is a prime sailer.

Weare, &c.

To Mr. Richard Harrison, Martinico.

DOCTOR BOYD TO PRF.SIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 22, 1776.J

Philadclphia, April 19, 1776.

SIR: The Congress did me the honour to appoint me
Surgeon to the First Battalion of the Pennsylvania forces,
in December last, and I did the duty of Surgeon, till tbe



985 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., APRIL, 1776. 986

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New-York, April 19, 1776, ~
SIR: I bave this moment received a letter from General ~

Schuyler, containing enclosures of a very important nature; 00-
copies of which, I imagine, are contained in the enclosed ::
letter to you, and which I thought it my duty immediately'~

~to forward by express, that they may be laid before the ho- "'i g
nourable Congress, and proper measures pursued to prevent <- I

_ ~
tbe fatal effects which are therein apprebended. ~. ~

For mv own Part, I have done my utmost to forward the Ii': I ~J -< ;i':four regiments ordered by Congress, but a variety of inci- U ;;2
dents have hitherto conspired to prevent their embarcation. .s
The men had scarcely recovered themselves from the fatigues ~
of their march from Boston, and are quite unprovided with ~necessaries. The Colonels of the regiments, though re- §
peatedly called upon for that purpose, had neglected making ...,
out the abstracts for their pay. All obstacles, however, are ~
now removed, and I hope to begin the embarcation this ~J)

~
day. Indeed, it would have been best, in my opinion, to'~ r::
have sent the regiments raised in this Province and lfew- ~ ~
Jersey upon that service, had not the peculiar circumstances i ~
under which they were raised preventedit. By the terms.~ ~
of their inlist~ent they are to serve duringthe war, at five ~. ~
dollars per month, on condition (as I am informed) that they ~ i C
shall not be sent out of those Provinces. Besides, they are ~ I
very ill provided with arms, some companies not ha ving any. ~
It must be a great burden upon the Continent to kecp such C

_ a number of useless men on pay; and yet, if they should
~be dismissed, and a11unexpected supply of anTISshould ar- ~rive, it may be found very difficult to replace them.

The officers of the several corps that have arrived here
ha\'e been so blJsily employed in fixing their men in.quar-
ters, that I have not yet been able to procure an exact
return of their numbers. Some are yet behind; as soon as
the whole are collected, I shall order the proper returns, and
transmit them to Congress.

You will please to notice what Colonel Hazen says of
the disposition of the Indians. In my opinion, it will be
impossible to keep them in a state of neutrality; they must,
and no doubt soon will take an acti\"e part either for or against
us ; and I submit it to the consideration of Congress whether
it would not be best immediately to engage them on our
side, and to use our utmost endeavours to prevent their
minds being poisoned by Ministerial emissaries; which will
ever be the case while a King's garrison is suffered to re-
main in their country. Would it not, therefore, be advisa-
ble to send a sufficient force from the back Counties of
Pennsylvania to take possession of the garrIsons of Nia-
gara and Detroit? This, I think, might easily be effected,
and would answer tbe most salutary purposes. The Seneca
Indians, who have hitherto appeared friendly to us, might
be usefully employed in this business.

I am in hopes most of the difficulties mentioned in Colo-
nel Hazen's letter will be obviated by the appearance of the

-respectable Committee of Congress in Canada, and the
forces that bave been, and will be sent there. The security
of that country is of the utmost importance to us. This can-

wbole of the battalion had marched. I then accompanied
the Colonel, and the last of the staff as far as New- YQrk,
intending to have gone on; but I was taken so ill, and found
myself so unfit for service, in a cold climate, that it would
have been impossible for me to proceed, and was forced to
ask of Colonel De Haas liberty to give up the attempt; at
the same time he wrote to Colonel McKean, informing him
of my illness, and tbat the battalion would require some
person in my place.

I think myself unable to undertake that duty in so inhos-
pitable a climate, and request the favolll' of the honourable
Congress to allow me to resign; at the same time, WQuld
gladly serve my country, and the cause of liberty, in such
department as my health will penn it, and shall esteem it a
favour if the Congress appoint me Surgeon _to one of the
men-of-war, or any other service more consistent with my
health. .

I am, sir, with much respect, your most obedient, humble
servant,

ROBERTBOYD.
To the Honourable John Han£ock, Esq., President of the

Continental Congress, at Philadelphia.

not be done so effectually by conquest as by taking strong
hold of the affi'ctions and confidence of the inhabitants.Il
is to be lamented that any conduct of the Continental troops
should tend to alienate their affections from us.

The honourable Congress will be able to judge, from the
papers sent them by General Schuyler, and the infol111ation
they may receive of the designs of the enemy, whether it is
expedient to send a further reinforcement to Canada. If
such should be their determination, I stand ready to execute
their orders; and am, with respect, sir, your most obedient
bumble servant

G W' TEORGE ASHINGTON.
To the Honourable John lIancock, Esg.

P. S. Enclosed is a return of the four Regiments ordered
to Canada; besides which there will be two Rifle Compa-
nies, a company of Artificers, and two Artillery-men, all
under the command of Brigadier-General Thompson.
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GENERAl. ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, New-York, April 16, 177ft
(P,l1'itl~1Ndr Hllmpshlrf.) (Countersign, Falmottfh.)

If the British Troops which evacuated Boston, or any part
of them, are destined for this place, their arrival may be
very soon expected. The Engineers and Overseers of the
works are, therefore, to use every possible despatch in com-
pleting them. To this end, the Engineers are to apply to
the Adjutant-General for as many men as can usefully be
employed, and he will give orders accordingly.

Colonel Prescott's Regiment is to encamp on Governou":'t
Island as soon as the weather clears. They are to give every
assistance in their power - to facilitate the \vorks erecting
thereon. The Quartermaster-General will furnish straw fo~
tbe tents, and fire-wood.

As some inconveniences have arisen to the citizens of this
place by having the countersign demanded of them so early
as nine o'clock, the General orders that tattoo-beating be
delared for the future till ten, fla~tering himself (as there
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is no distinguishing citizens fi'om soldiers, nor any other pos-
sible method of keeping the latter to their quarters, and, of
consequence, fi"Omrioting and disorderly behaviour) that it
will be found less inconvenient to the inhabitants (to say
nothing of the secUl'ity which is to be derived from it) to
give the countersign at that hour, than submit to the greater
inconveniences which may arise out of the neglect of it.
After this hour it is strictly enjoined upon the officers to see
that their rolls are called) and that the men are in quarters.

General Thompson will hasten the embarcation of the
Regiments for Albany as fast as possible, and is to fix with
the Mustermaster-General, Mr. Moylan, upon a time and
place for mustering of them. These Regiments may be
embarked and sent off, one at a time, or otherwise, as it can
be done quickest; the General to set out with the last.
The Colonels to prepare their muster-rolls immediately.

All persons having business with the Adjutant-General
are to repair to his own office, and not to Head-Quarters,. to
tral)sact it.
. The General Court-Martial, of which Colonel Starke was

-President, is dissolved.
A General Court-Martial to sit to-morrow morning, at

Mr. France's Tavern, at ten o'clock. All evidences and
persons concerned to attend the Court.

Heau-QuartNs, New-York, April 17, 1776.

(PalOlel Bos'on.) «(;l1U!ller~j!ln!Charles!fJwn.)

The General being informed that many of the houses
taken up for barracks are much abused by the soldiers,
which is a grievance which might be prevented by the offi-
cers paying a proper attention to their duty, and more care-
fully observing the conduct and behaviour of their men,
the Barrackmaster is therefore ordered to place a proper
proportion of officers in the same houses with the soldiers,
who are to be answerable for any mischief done, to prevent
any wood being cut upon the floors, or any water or filth
thrown out of the windows, as all damages wantonly com-
mitted must be paid for out of the pay of the men quar-
tered in the house where such damage is done. The offen-
ders must also expect to suffer a severe corporal punish-
ment for any breach of these orders.

.

The officers arc moreover expressly ordered to see that
the men's barcacks are kept clean; and the General again
urges the necessity of the same cleanliness being observed
in the person of the soldiers.

The Colonels and commanding officers of Regiments
are to exert their utmost endeavours to complete their com-
panies to the establishment.

Heau-Quartcrs, New-York, April IS, 1776.
(Pdrole, Rhodf.~lsland.) (Countersign, Hopkins.)

The honourable the Continental Congress have been pleas-
ed to direct the Thanks of the United Colonies to be presented
to the Officers and Soldiers of their Army, who, with unre-
mitted courage and perseverance, surmounted every effort of
the enemy, and every obstacle of that severe climate, in per-
sisting for e1even months in the blockade and siege of Bos-
ton, and finally forcing their enemies to make a shameful
and precipitate retreat from that once devoted town. This
honourable mark of the approbation of the Congress would
have been inserted sooner in the General Ol'llers, had not
their express gone to the eastward while the Army was upon
the march, and arrived only last evening £1'omBoston.

Heau-Quarters, New-York, April 19, 1776.

(PaTn'e~Lezington.) (Co'Jnrersign, Go,rdner.)

The Colonels and commanding officers of Corps are,
without delay, to make up their Pay Abstracts, agreeable
to the order of the 14th instant, and present the same for an
order Jor payment. Necessary clothing, &c., mu~t be im-
tnediately provided for every Regiment and Company, and
the whole to be in readiness for service here, or elsewhere,

, as occasion shall require, as no excuses will be admitted to
retard or prevent a march or embarcation whenever neces-
sary to be commanded. The Muster-RoJis mnst be imme-
diately prepared, and the Mustermaster-General is to muster
the whole as soon as possible.

The Coloneh who have received money for the purchase
of arms and blankets arc to make out their account of dis-
bursements, and lodge them, with the abstracts, that a final
settlement may be made.

All persons serving in the Continental Army without
commissions from Congress, are desired to give in their
names and employments in writing, that the propriety of
their appointments, and the nature of thcir duty, may be
judged of.

Major Crane to take the command of tbe Continental
Artillery at New- York. All reports and returns of that corps
to be made to him.

One Subaltern, one Sergeant, two Corporals, one Drum,
and eighteen Privates, fi'om General Heath's Brigade, to be
sent as soon as possible to fti[ontresor's Island, as a guard
for the SlllaJl-Pox Hospital; the officer, non-commissioned
officers and soldiers, to be men that have had the small-pox.
The Quartermaster-General to supply a boat, and the Com-
missary provisions, for the above gnard.

James Britton, of Captain Draper's Company, in Colo-
nel Bond's Regiment, tried at a late General Court-Martial,
whereof Colonel Baldwin was President, for quitting his
post when sentry, is found guilty by the Court, and adjudged
to receive twenty lashes. The General approves the sen-
tence, and orders it to be executed at such time and place
as Colonel Bond shall direct.

COLONEL TRUMBULL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-Yorl" April 19,1776.

Commissary TRmrnuLL's best respects to General lVasll-
ington, and informs that the rations of provision supplied by
him to the troops at and near Cambridge, per general orders,
were and are: 18 ounces salted pork, or 5H ounces salted
or fi'esh beef, or 16 ounces salted fish, per man per diC'ill;
1 pound of flour or bread per man per diem; 1 quart of
beer per man per diem, or 9 gallons of molasses per one
hundred IIlen per week; 3 pints of peas or beans per man
'per week; 6 ounces of butter per man per week; ! pint of
rice, or 1 pound of Indian meaJ per man per week; 6 pounds
of"candles per one hundred men per week; 24 pounds of
soft or 8 pounrJs of hard soap, pcr one hundred men per
week.

That he paid the offieers their rations at and after the
rate of seven and a half pence, lawful money of lVew-Eng-
land, per ration; in which computation, the fractions were
given in filVour of tbe officer. Pork was computed at seven-
ty-seven shillings and six pence per barrel; flour at twenty-
two shillings and six pence per hundred; beer was not to
be had at Cambridge, and molasses was generaHy given at
two shilJings and two and four pence per gallon.

That he now supplies tbe same rations in New- York.
Pork now costs sixty-six shillings per barrel; flour twelve
shillings per hundred; and beer (which can be had, and
molasses cannot) costs seven shillings and six pence per
barrel; and al1 other articles as cheap, and the most of
them a little cheaper hel:e than at Cambridge. The diffe-
rence arises fl'Om the dIfference between land and water
transportation; so that there is nearly one and half pence
diffeJlCnce in each ration of bread or flour, and nearly one and
a half pence in the pork; so that he judges a ration here will
not exceed six pence, or six and a half pence, lawful money
of New-England-equal to eight pence, or eight and one-
third pence, cUlTency of New- York.

GEJ\'ERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

New-York, April 19, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Yours of the 12th instant, from Fort George,
was delivered me, with the enclosures, yesterday, by express.
I agree with you that the inte]]igence is very alarming, and
requires the strictest attention. The fOllr regiments ordered
£1'omhence are now embarking, and I hope will soonbe
with you. I need not mge tbe necessity of forwarding them
from Albany with all possibJe despatch. You will have
with the troops five hundred bal'l;els of provisions. The
Commissary-General expects every moment a large quan..
tity fi'om Connecdrut; and what can be spared of it sha]]
be sent to you in the same bottoms without delay. Wbat
General Lee contracted Ii)r is not yet delivered. His sud-.
den and unexpected departure to the southward left the
contractors at a loss where to deliver the provisions, and
apply ti)r the pay. The Commissary-General bas since re-
newed the contract, and ordered them to send the provi..
sions here.
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I have ordered a return to be made of the "state of our ma-
gazine; and if tbe powder you request can possibly be spared,
you shall have it. I have writtten to Congress to know
whether they would incline to send you a further reinfi)rce-
ment of men; but we are yet in a very uncertain situation,
not knowing wbere the enemy may bend their fi)j'ce, and
constant applications from all quarters of the sea-coast, for
a supply of men and ammunition. The recruits that have
been lately rais'ed here are totally unfurnished with arms, and,
what is still worse, we do not know where to procure them.

You, who know the temper and disposition of tbe Savages,
will, I doubt not, think with me, that it will be impossible
to keep them in a state of neutrality. I have IlJ'ged to Con-
gress the necessity of engaging them on our side to prevent
their taking an active part against us, which would be a
most hltal stroke, under our present circumstances. The
commotions among the Canad1'ans is really alarming. I am
afraid proper measures have not been taken to conciliate
their affections, but rather that they have been insulted and
injured, than which nothing could have a greater tendency
to ruin our cause in that country; for human nature is such

'that it will adhere to the side from whence the best treat-
ment is received. I therefore conjure you, sir, to recom-
mend to the officers and soldiers, in the strongest terms, to
treat all the inhabitants (Canadians, English, and Savages)
with tenderness and respect, paying them punctually for
what they receive, or giving them such certificates as will
enable them to receive their pay.

As you are perfectly well acquainted with the country
and its inhabitants in and about Albany, I think it would be
best for you to remain there, at least until the troops and all
their supplies are forwarded D.-omthence to Canada. Be-
sides the four regiments ordered for that sen'ice, I shall
send a company of Riflemen, a company of Artificers, and
two EnO"ineers.

I bet you will continue to furnish me with intelligence of
every interesting OCCUITence; and believe me, most affec-
tionately, your obedient, humble servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To General Schuyler.

ABRAHAM LIVINGSTON TO ISAAC ROOSEVELT AND OTHERS.

New-York, April 19, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I am under the necessity of applying to
you for the perfi)flllanCe, on your" part, of the contract be-
tween us. I have, in consequence of that contract, furnished
myself with considerable supplies for the troops; and as I
do not furnish near enoug-h to bear the expenses, I am now
to inform you that I shall look to you for the damages I
have and may sustain from the non-compliance of your
acrreement with me.

'" I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,.
ABRAHAM LIVINGSTON.

To Messrs. Isaac Roosevelt, Nathaniel Woodhull, Abraham
Yates, JIm., Morris Graham, PVilNamPaulding.

ABRAHAM LIVINGSTON TO THE NE'';-YORK COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.
New-York, April 19,1776.

SIRs: The contract I made with the gentlemen, in behalf
of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, pursuant to a re-
solution of the Continental Congress, not having been com-
plied with on their part, I beg leave to lay before the Com-
mittee of Safety the fonowing state of facts:

1st. That the day after the contract between us was
signed, Mr. Carpenter Wharton came to this town as Com-
missary to the Pennsylvania Battalions, then expected hcre,
which so suddenly increased the price of provisions, that I
was under the absolute necessity, pursnant to my agreement,
to furnish myself with a vcry considerable quantity thereof,
and at high prices; and further, to contract to a very con-
siderable amount, which would not have been the case had
I, as was universally expected, had the market in my own
hands.

2dly. That I am at an immense expense for Commissa-
ries at the Highlands, boat hire, the heavy expenses of do-
mesticks, and the providing for live cattle now in and near this
town; which expenses amount to near as much as it would
to furnish the whole Army now in and about the suburbs of
this city.

3dly. That since the Minute-men 113ve been disbanded,
I have not furnished, altogether, a single filII regiment, al-
though I was to have supplied five thousand men or more.

4thly. That J cannot expect any troops will be supplied
by me, if they get greater allowance fi'Om the Commissary-
General, whose arrival here has also thrown me into new
difficulties.

5thly. That paying me the profit I expected to have
when I contracted, will not by any means compensate, with-
out the provisions I have on hand, and have contracted for,
are taken from me at the first cost and charges.

6thly. That although the cost of victualling the troops
does not exceed, but is under the sum that I received from
the Congress, yet if I had, according to agreement, furnished
five thousand men, a considerable sum would have been due
to me, which would lJave relieved me fi'om many difficulties
with the people with whom I have contractt'd. But the
want of money is a small part of the difficulties I labour
under, by reason of the contract. They would ue better
eXplained by ocular demonstration than I possibly can do
on paper. I shall only add, further, that above a month of
the time I agreed to supply the troops has elapsed, and
several and material matters, more than I bave already men-
tioned, ha~'e been omitted by Congress, for fulfi!ling on their
part the contract between us.

I am, gentlemen, yoU!' most humble servant,
ABRAHAM LIVINGSTON.

To the General Committee of the Coleny of Ncw- York.

LIEUTENANT PAYl'i'E TO NEW-YORK COM:'IHTTEE OF SAFETY.

New-York, April 19, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: As I embarked early in defending the rights
of Amer'ica, by every means in my power, I trust my con-
duct, in the late campaign against Canada, ,vas becoming
the character of a soldier. AsI am still actuated by the
same principle in preserving the fi'eedom of my country, I
take the liberty to express to you my inclination to eontinue
in the service. J signified to General Schuyler I would
rather serve in the ArtiIlery, as I had made it my study
while Conductor of ArtiIlery in the Northern Department.
The General gave me a line of recommendation to the ho-
nourable Provincial Congress. If the places are made up
for that department, I shou]d have no objection to serve,
either to take the command of the Marines on beard of one
of the ships-oC-war, or in a marehing regiment. Should you
think me worthy your cOllfid(~nce,T bope my filture conduct
will give satisfaction to my cGuntry. I flatter myself I could
raise the men in a short time.

T am, with the greatest respect, gentlemen, your most
obedient, humble servant,

J A:'IJES W ILLIA1\I PAYNE, LiC'utenant.

To the New- r ork Committee of Safety.

ISAAC GEDNEY TO NEW-YOHK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

White-Plains Jail, 1\pril 20, 1776.

GENTLE1\fEN: I am to acknowledge your kindness in re-
moving me from the j"vcu'- York Jail to this place, but am
still unhappy in being detained from my family, who, at this
season, ""ant my assistance very much. It is not only the
aid I might give, in keeping my interest together, (all of
which has been earned by the sweat of my brow,) but
adding happiness to my family, and saving a large family of
children from running into many vices. You, gentlemen,
who have families, know tbe diiJiculty of keeping youth
within bounds, when with them; much less can it be done
by a mother.

I have been in confinement near three months. There
surely ought to be some period, some end to a man's sufter-
ing. If you, gentlemen, thiuk that giving you good bail for
my appearance, as well as for my peaceable behaviour, will
ansWer the intention of the law, I can, and shaIl with plea-
sure, give it, in any sum which may be asked; but to lie
here confined in a jail, and know my interest daily sinking,
without one single advantage to the publick that J can con-
ceive, renders me mueh more unhappy than the bare suf-
fering of being confined.

If YOLl,gentlemen, can with pl'Opriety give me enlarge-
ment, you will relieve a distressed family of a wife and seven
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children, and lay under obligations your unhappy and very
humble servant,

I GSAAC EDNEY.

the Provincial Con-To the Chairman of the Honourable
gress, New-York.

COLONEL NICOLL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort Constitution, Aprit 19, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed letter was intercepted about ten days
ago; and as it contains something that may lead to a further
discovery, have sent it down to you for your direction how
to act in regard to the M ajar Colden mentioned in it. In
the fourth and sixth line, the ciphered word is Govemour ;
and in the seventeenth, Boston; the name of the signature,
Robert Hamilton--a person known, but not now in this
Province. The person it is directed to lives in Newburgh
Precinct. Your returning the letter, with your orders, will
be of service up here.

Your Excellency's humble servant,
ISAAC NICOLL, Com. Officer.

To General Washington.

THADDEUS BURR TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fairfield, April 19, 1776.

SIR: 'Vhile General Lee was at New- York, Mr. Ben-
jamin Gale, by his order, was taken up as a Tory, and sent
to Colonel Waterbury, with orders to send him to Connec-
ticut, there to be confined. In consequence of which orders,
the Colonel sent him to me; since which he has been con-
fined to my Jail till within a day or two, when I received
.the enclosed resolution of the New- York Congress. He is
now out upon his parole of honour. You will observe that
the resolve of Congress is directed to the Chairman of our
Committee, who think they have nothing to do with it, and
will not act upon it. I therefore send you, encJosed, the let-
ter upon which he was taken up, (which, by the way, Mr.
Gale says he never wrote;) also, Colonel Waterbury's orders
and the resolves of Congress, that I may have your direc-
tions in the affair. Mr. Gale is an Englishman, a gentleman
of good education, and possessed of high notions in favour
of his native country; is fr!lnk and open in declaring his
sentiments, but says he never has, nor will be active against
the Colonies.

I confess it appears to me a little extraordinary that Ge-
neral Lee should take up a man upon so slight evidence,
and send him out of the Colony, unheard. But of this your
Excellency will judge; and I hope to have your directions
as soon as may be.

I have the honour to be, with the highest esteem, your
Excellency's most obedient, humble servanr,

THADDEUS BURR.
To His Excellency General Washington.

LETTER FROM JOHN McKESSON.

SIR: The enclosed resolution of the Provincial Congress
will show you their opinion in the case of Samuel Gale. I
have it in charge from the Provincial Congress to request
your order that he may be immediately discharged ITom
confinement.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, sir,
your most obedient, humble servant,

JOHN McKEsSON, Secretary.

To the Chairman of the Committee of Fairfield County.

"In Provincial Congress, New-York, March Hi, 1776.

"The Congress resumed the consideration of that part of
the Report of their Committee on the 8th of jtlarch which
contained Lord Stirling's answer as to the case of Samuel
Gale; and taking the case of the said Samuel Gale into
consideration,

"Resolved, That this Congress are of opinion that he ought
to be forthwith discharged from his confinement, he having
been taken, carried away, and imprisoned, without any hear-
ing, trial, or adjudication whatever.

" And Ordered, That a Letter be written to the Chairman
of the Committee of Fairfield County, in the Colony of
Connecticut, requesting, the immediate discharge of the said
Samuel Gale.

"
Extract from the Minutes:

"JOHN McKESSON, Secretary."

JOlIN. ELY TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBuLL.

New-I.ondon, April 19, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I think myself in duty bound not only to
execute your orders, but to inform your Honour of what
progress we make. The Fort on the Neck I think goes on
briskly, consideriI)g the extent of the works, and the small
number of men employed on said works. Colonel Mott
and Mr. Tf'aters have been absent for some time. We ex-
pect the Colonel here on ltlonday. The work has not been
retarded, as the Colone] gave me directions in his absencf'.

I must just mention that I find the drafting of men mahs
uneasiness among the people. If you should think it neces-
sary to inlist more men, I have daily the refusal of them.

I shall still pursue your orders; and am, with the greatest
respect, your very humble servant,

J EOHN LY.
To the Honourable Governour Trumbull.

ALEXANDER ROSS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Annapolis, April 20, 1776.
.

GENTLEMEN: I have, by your orders, been in close con-
finement ever since ]ast Wednesday morning, during which
time I have had feelings far beyond the power of expression.
Although I am yet ignorant of the charge you have against'
me, I am p~rsuaded nothing can appear that was not more
the effect of necessity than inclination. :My wish, therefore,
is, to be heard by you as soon as possible, when I doubt not
you will act, and determine for me, with that temper and
moderation which has hitherto been the result of your de-
liberations. I doubt not of convincing you that my plan of
life had been long settled before this unhappy affair, and
that my views were very different to what I am charged
with. ltlaryland has always been my favourite Province,
and it has always had my warmest and best wishes; and,
if I may be believed, I did it all the little service in my
power while with Lord Dunmore.

You will be pleased to forgive me for troubling you at
this time, as your own feelings will point out my necessity.

I am, with respect, gentlemen, your very humble servant,
ALEXANDER Ross.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL WEARE.

[No. 126.) Annapolis, April 20, 1776.
SIR: Weare in hopes that, by this time, your family are

much better than they were when you left us. Your ar.-
tcndance is become necessary. We want you to take the
command at Baltimol'e Town. Colonel lSinallwood is so
unwell, that Major Price cannot be spared from bence.

.We are, &cc.

To Colonel Francis weare. .

REASONS FOR A DECLARATION OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF

THE AMERICAN COLONIES.

1. The Colonies will be delivered from two Governments
directly opposed to each other.

2. The Colonies will be delivered from the disorders
which arise from the unlimited, undescribed, and sometimes
arbitrary powers of Conventio:ls, Committees of Safety, and
Committees of Inspection.

3. A eriminal correspondence with the enemies of this
country wiII be prevented, or punished under the article of
high treason.

4. The Colonies wiII be delivered from the danger of
Crown Officers, whose apparent interest it will always be
to remain inactive, or to co-operate with the enemies of
America.

5. The British Constitution may be immediately restored
to each Colony, with the great and necessary improvements
of a Govemour and Council chosen by the people.

6. Fmnce will immediately attack Britain in the most
defenceless parts of her Empire, and thus draw off her fleets
and armies from our coasts.

7. All the Powers ofEJurope will conceive such ideas of
our union, love of freedom, and military resources, that they
wiIlnot be tempted to accept of a share in us upon the con--
dition of conquering us.

Philadelphia, April 2Q, 1776.
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ON THE PO\VERS OF THE COM~nSSIONERS. virtue of Commissioners empowered to treat with America
Philauell'tlla,April 20, 1776. in consequence of this act, expects it on no other terms than,

The people throughout the Continent, and particularly on our absolute submission; and it would. do credit to the
in this Province, have been lately entertained with a fond espousers of that capse were they honest enough candidly
expectation, and many anxiously look for the arrival of to avow their sentiments on this head; but this answers not
sundry great personages; by some called Ambassadors of their purpose, f()J' it would be plainly telling us that we
Peace, by others Ambassadors of Corruption, sent on pur- should then be treated by our conquerers as subdued ene-
pose to divide and conquer; and by his most gracious Ma--- mies, and deprived of the liberty of assenting or dissenting
Jesty they are called Commissioners, empowered to grant to the disposal of our property.
general or particular pardons and indemnities, in such man- So that upon a review of the foregoing circumstances, I
ner and to such persons as they shall think fit. He also think we have very little reason to believe that Commis-
adds, in case that any Colony should be disposed to submit, sioners are coming; or, if they are, I am confident it must
(despairing of success in the present opposition,) in conse- appear very evident to every impartial person, that they are
quence of the great fleet and army which his lVL0esty has not coming for the purpose of restoring peace to the Cola-
so greatly augmented by taking into his service a part of nics, but at the expense of our liberty and propm1y; nor
his electoral iroops, and which is then to act against us, then. for effecting a constitutional reconciliation with our cruel
these Commissioners shall have authority to receive the 'sub- and unnatural stepmother on any other terms. If the Parlia-
mission of such Province or Colony, which shall be so dis- ment of Great Britain were disposed to heal the differences
pased to return to its allegiance, and to restore to it the fme now subsisting between her and the Colonies, why did they
exercise of its trade and commerce. The act of Parliament reject the motion made in the House of Commons by the
which is said to authorize the Commissioners to treat with Honourable Mr. Luttrell, to empower the Commissioners to
the people of Ameri<:a, provided it be the Prohibitory Act, treat with any Convention, Congress, or Assembly, of one
(and as no person has been bold enough to say that there is or more Provinces? They well knew, and all the enemies
another for that special purpose, I take it for granted that of American liberty who have fled to the Ministry, and are
this is the act so much talked of,) which is now made pub- now begging their protection and support from the impover-
lick, and, from the very title, as well as from the tenour and ished revenue, could declare, that all the Assemblies through-
consequences of it, tends to alienate, divide, and entirely out the Continent referred the motion which Lord North
separate us from Great Britain; no longer viewing us as made in Parliament last year to the Congress: how absurd,
joint subjects. How absurd a falsehood, then, to declare then, to think of treating with the Colonies separately.
that there are such persons as Commissioners corning to Were the Parliament really desirous of peace, would they
treat with America, to heal our differences, and to restore to risk it on the present plan which is now talked of? No i
us our liberty, or to secure to posterity the privileges of the Commissioners would be directed to apply to the Con-
Englishmen. In the act of Parliament before alluded to, gress without delay. But this is not their drift. The Prime
there is not one word to this effect; neither is ii, in substaQce, Minister continues in the maxim he adopted last year, to
any more than what the King has declared in his speech of divide and conquer. Every measure he adopts proves this to
the 27th of October last, in which he assures his Lords and be his creed. And after subduing you he may, perhaps,
Commons that he hath fully opened to them his views and think a particular share of the confiscated estates a proper
intentions, and then adds: "I shall give authority to certain and reasonable compensation for his indefatigable pains,
persons on the spot to grant general or particular pardons assiduity, and care, in scheming and contriving your ruin.
and indemnities;" but not a word of sending over Commis- Beware, then, of every offer of clemency, favour, and pro-
sioners to treat with America, to eftect a reconciliation upon tection, lest, like the poor victims in Boston, you smart for
constitutional principles. Nay, on the contrary, Governour it in the end; they vainly thought themselves safe, whilst
Tryon has informed the people of New- York that" he has under the protection of a few mercenaries, but were de-
it in command from the King to encourage, by every means ceived. Remember the treaty made between General Gage
in his power, the expectations of his M~jesty's wen-disposed and the Selectmen of Boston, whereby he disarmed the in-
subjects in that Government of every assistance and protec- habitants; and forget not how he observed it. This very
tion the state of Great Britain will enable his Majesty to General is now engaged in assisting the enemy to form their
afford them." Governour ~Martin, also, in his conimission last plan. No publick censure passed upon him for his
of the 10th of January, 1776, to Allan McDonald and treachery; which shows they fully approved it. Can you
others, after setting forth that, by virtue of the powers and confide in the treaties of such enemies? Look at Lord
authorities in him vested by his M~iesty, he thereby com- ltlansfield's speeches, and be convinced of the folly of such
missions, authorizes, and empowerS those persons to raise, expectations, particularly his last, published in the Evening
levy, mllji;ter, and array in arms, for the purpose of subduing Post of the 9th instant. Fail not, then, to unite in every
the rebellion, &c. ; and then adds, to the end that the people measure the patrons of our liberty may think necessary for
who have been deluded inta rebellion may be made sensible our preservation. Be cautious how, by show, or appearance.
it is his Majesty's most gracious and Royal intention and of disunion, you add to the numbers already slain, and in-
earnest desire to reclaim them to a proper sense of their duty crease those torrents of blood which have. already flowed in
and obedience to lawful Government, without involving defence of our liberty. I am certain that there is not a,;
the country in the horrors of a civil war, if by timely and more effectual method of augmenting the number of martyrs
dutiful submission they make such extremities avoidable. to their country, than a submission of any Colony, or a part

But to return: If we examine the transactions of Par]ia- of any Colony, to the tools of Administration. Suppose, for a
ment, in order todiscQver what powers are given the Com- while, (what I hope may never be accomplished,) that such a
missioners now said to be coming out, we shall find that his disunion takes place, and conquest on: the part of the King's
l\faje~ty, having declared his intentions of granting com mis- troops ensues, what a dreadful catastrophe appears! Who
sions for the purpose of pardoning such persons as might can answer for the numbers that shall be slain in battle, and
choose to submit to the Commissioners, the Parliament, by in cold blood? For a just representation of the fatal conse-.
virtue of a clause in the Prohibitory Act, "makes it lawful quences of such a conduct, suffer me to lay before you the
for any person or persons authorized by his l\Iajesty to grant proceedings and cruelty of a British AmlY after conquering
a pardon or pardons to any number or description of pcr- Rebels, as handed to us by a noted Englis~historian. Though
sons, by proclamation in his Mujesty's name, to declare any they were Rebels against the State, and we are not, yet, as
Colony or Province, Colonies or Provinces, or any County, we are both involved in the same character, we must expect,
Port, District, or place, in any Colony or Province, to be at if conquered, the same merciless treatment. "In the month
the peace of his Majesty." Now, for the Commissioners to of lJlay, (says Smollet,) the Duke of Cumberland advanced
do anything more than this, is not lawful; nor would the with the armies into the highlands, as far as Fort Augustus..
Parliament be bound thereby. This clause (and it is the where he encamped, and sent off detachments on all' hands
only clause relative to Commissioners) gives them not the to hunt down the fugitives, and lay waste the country with
least power to treat with America on any other terms than fire and sword. The Castles of Glen[{ary and Lochiel were.
by our direct and absolute submission, without reserve; nor plundered and burned; every honse, hut, or habitation, met'
can his :Majesty grant to such Commissioners any other with the same fate, without distinction; all the cattle and
powers than what the Parliament has given him authority provision were carried ofr; the men were either shot upon.
to grant. Therefore, he that expects a reconciliation by the mountains lik.e wild beasts, or put to death in cold blood,
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without form of trial; the women, after having seen their
husbands and fathers murdered, were subjected to brutal vio-
lation, and then turned out naked, with their children, to
starve on the barren heaths; one whole family was enclo-
sed in a barn and consumed to ashes. Those ministers of
vengeance were so alert in the execution of their office, that,
:in a few days, there was neither house, cottage, man, nor
beast, to be seen in the compass of fifty miles." Nor did
'their cruelty stop here: "Fifty officers (says our historian)
'were dragged in captivity to a strange country, denied the
privilege of trial in the country where the act of treason was
said to have been committed, and there, (far from their frienus
,and connexions, and destitute of means to produce evidence
in their favour, even if they had been innocent of the charge,)
being found guilty, suffered an i{Tnominious death."

Having thus laid before YOll"the proceedings of a croel
British Army, when conquering Rebels, let us apply it to
ourselves. If conquered or subdued to submission, we have
no better fate to expect, for, however just our cause may be,
yet the herald of Majesty has proclaimed us Rebels ;* and
this Proclamation, however iniquitous it may appear in the
sight of a just God, and the impartial publick, will be a
sufficient salve for these ministers of vengeance, whose ears
are shut against the cry of distress, in executing the orders
of their tyrannical Sovereign; and whose hearts thirst for
,the blood of their fellow-creatures. They will not hesitate to
destroy your defenceless towns: witness Charlestown, Fal-
mouth, Stonington, Bristol, and Norfolk. They will exert
their utmost endeavours to lay waste your viJlages and cot-
tages without distinction, where their arms may give them
the victory. Those who may chance to fall into their hands
as prisoners, must suffer a long and dismal confinement in
their dark dungeons, loaded with irons, and denied the com-
forts and necessaries of life; transported in these caverns
three thousand miles distance, and then further confined in
their loathsome jails, to which death itself would be a happy
alternative, but their cruelty and revenge forbids it. For a
proof of this, turn your attention to the distress and suffer-
ings of the brave, though unfortunate Allen. In a word,
what is it their relentless fury would not accomplish?
Neither the persons of your wives nor your daughters would
be sacred, but would soon fall it prey to those ravagers, whose
greatest glory is in the violation of virtue. Nor let those
who submit foolishly hope to fare better. Lord Mansfield
tells you, that the Rebels at Preston submitted on promise
of pardon, and they pleaded it on their trials, but it availed
them not; though he, in the same breath, assures the Parlia-
ment, that the commanding officer had full power to receive
their submissions and grant pardons. Will submitters in
America fare better?

From a retrospective view of these horrid cmelties, is
there a man on the Continent who would wish to contribute
to the success of so treacherous a scheme? I fear there are a
few. Few indeed, I hope they are, and heartily pray they
may never increase. Be cautious, then, ye political scrib-
biers how ye make parties or divisions amongst us, for be
assured, though we abhor to imitate those merciless merce-
naries, yet, when provoked, the guilty shall feel the indigna-
tion of the people's wrath, to the terror of those who may
be alike wicked and corrupt.

Let the world know, that although we have thus suffered,
yet we have not learnt to partake of their cruelty. Thpse
whom chance of war have put into our hands, and whose
lives are entirely at our mercy, are not otherwise confined
than by parole; and such who refuse to give their parole,
instead of being confined in dark dungeons, loaded with
irons like the unhappy prisoners of Buston, inhabit the
chambers of the best Inn this city affords; to whom also
their friends and acquaintances have free access. Go on,
then, my brethren and fellow-countrymen, to conquer, and
treat with mercy the unfortunate; such acts are recorded in
Heaven, the Ruler of which has most singularly espoused
your cause.

To conclude: If Commissioners should come, whatever
may be the change or appearance of things, persevere in
unanimity; upon no pretence whatever (as ye regard success
in the present contest) be divided; and ere many days have
elapsed, or the infant you now fondly doat upon be arrived

. Nay, more,we are declaredRebelshy Act of Parliament; whichwas
not the case of the S~ot~h Rebels. This fully shows what we are to ex-
pect.

.

to manhood, Great Britain may know, and an the wodd
experience, that the inhabitants of North.-America are in-
spired with a noble zeal for liberty and independence; that
though once cruelly used by our stepmother, who wiJl then
be enslaved by domestick tyranny, yet these Colonies arc
preserved as an asylum of true British liberty; that their
greatest glory will be to give freedom to the enslaved; and
that they will ever rejoice to see the virtuous sons of Britm:n
partake of the sweets of a free American Constitution, which,
I trust, will effectuany and for ever be guarded against the
attacks of every kind of despotism.

THE '\V ATCHMAN.

JOHN HANCOCK TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

I'hilauelphia, April 20, 1176,

SIR: The polite attention which your goodness has in-
duced you to pay to me and my private affairs, particu]arly
while you were at Boston, makes me take the liberty of re-
questing you to spare your Aid-de-Camp a few days. If
Mr. Palfrey eould, consistent with the service, be permitted
to pass two or 'three days with me in this city, on business
of importance to m~, I shan esteem it a particular favour.
I would not, however, solicit his presence here, or even think
of such a thing, if it cannot be done without prejudice or
detriment to the publick good, or any inconvenience to
you.

I am, sir, with the truest esteem, your most obedient and
very humble servant, J HOHN ANCOCK.

To His Excellency General Washington.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, April 20,1776.

SIR: Your severa] letters of the Q4th and Q7th of March,
the 1st, 4th, and 15th instant, I had the honour of receiving
in the order of their dates; by the last of which I learn with
pleasure that you had safely arrived at New- York. The
dispositions you made to expedite the embarcation of the
troops were highly proper and judicious.

Too much despatch cannot be used in sending the batla-
lion to Quebeck, as it frequently happens, in conducting such
important affairs, that a week, a day, even an hour, proves
decisive, and the greatest advantages are thereby either
gained or lost forever.

The resolutions of Congress, as far as they relate to your-
self, or those of your letters that have come under their con-
sideration, I do myself the honour to transmit herewith, and
am, sir, with every sentiment of esteem a!ld regard, your
most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To His Excellency General Washington, at New- York.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Philadelphia, April 20, 1776.

SIR: I do myself the honour of transmitting herewith the
resolutions of Congress, under the hand of the Secretary, as
far as they relate to your own conduct. You will perceive
they have ordered four Battalions to Quebeck; and, by ]et-
tel' from General Washington, I understand they are pre-
paring to march with the greatest expedition.

I expect, very soon, to do myself the pleasure of writilw
more fully. In the mean, time I have the honour to be~
with every sentiment of regard, yours, &c.,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To General &huyler, at Albany.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO COLONEL LOWREY.

Philadelphia, April 20, 177€:.

SIR: I have it in charge from Congress to direct your im-
mediate attention to the enclosed resolve of Congress, for
the purchase of two thousand barrels of pork, which, when
purchased, or part thereof, you will forward in the most ex-
peditious manner to General Schuyler, at Albany. As it is
of great importance the Army in Canada should be well
supplied, you will exert yourself to effect this purchase
speedily. Whenever you send or draw for the money, your
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bill on me shall meet due honour for twenty thousand dol-
lars.

My respects to Mrs. Lowrey. I hope I shaH soon have
time to write, and thank you and Mrs. Lowrey for your po-
Jiteness.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To Thomas Lowrey, Esq.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-York, April 20, 1776.

SIR: By the returns just delivered me of the state of
our ammunition, I find we are great]y deficient in the arti-
cle of ball; and as I understand a large quantity of lead
has been manufactured at Middletown, in your Govemment,
I must beg the favour of you to forward as much as you
can spare to me, as soon as possible.

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant,
GEORGE 'V ASHINGTON.

To Governour Trumbull.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO NEW-YORK COJ\IMITTEE OF
SAFETY.

New.York, April 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:I thank you forthe polite and. ready atten-
tion you paid to my requisition of the 17th instant. When
the civil and military powers co-operate, and afford mutual
aid to each other, there can be little doubt of things going
we11. I have now to request the favour of your information,
in what manner and in what time a body of two thousand,
or two thousand five hundred Militia, might be collected
from this Colony, for actual service, upon any sudden emer-
gency.

Although we may not, and, I trust in God, shall not have
occasion for their aid, common prudence does nevOftheless
dictate the expediency of a preconcerted plan for calling
them in, that, in case of necessity, they may be drawn to-
gether ill proper corps, without tumult or disorder, and at
the same time with the utmost expedition. This will not
be the case if men are not regularly imbodied, and notified
that they are to step f0l1h at a moment's warning.

The idea that strikes me as the most proper to be pursued
at present is, to establish out of the Continental forces
good look-outs on the Heights and Highlands, at the en-
trance of the harbour, who, upon the appearance of a fleet,
shall make such signals as (being answered from place to
place) shall convey the earliest intelligence to Head-Quar-
ters, of the strength and approach of the enemy. These
signals, for greater certainty, to be followed by expresses;
and then, in case anything formidable should appear, for the
Committee of Safety, (if sitting, if not, those to whom the
power shall be delegated,) upon application from the com-
manding officer of the Continental forces, to order in two
or more battalions, as the exigency of the case may require;
or, for greater despatch, such Militia, or such part of them
as shall be allotted to this service by the Committee, might
be assembled (if in the town or vicinity) by signals, to be
agreed on.

A mode of proceeding of a similar kind concerted with
Jersey, would bring in a reinforcement speedily, and with-
out those irregularities and unnecessary expenses which but
too frequently attend the movement of Mi]itia.

Thus, gentlemen, I have expressed my sentiments to you
lIpon the occasion. Your prudence will suggest to you the
necessity of adopting these or other methods of a like nature,
and your wisdomwill point out the most effectual and expedi-
tious manner of carrying them into execution. I therefore
submit them to your consideration; and am, with great re-
spect, gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble ser-
vant,

GEORGE tVASHINGTON.

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety for the Co-
lony of New- York.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO COLONEL GRIDLEY.

New-York, April 20,1776.

SIR: I am commanded by his Excellency General Wash-
ington, to transmit you the enclosed copy of a letter which
he received from a Committee of Congress yesterday, and

to request tbat you repair to Cape-Anne, and comply with
the several matters in the said copy, r:especting the harbour,
fortifications,&c., and return him your report in a clear and
full manner.

I am, &c., R. H. HARRISON,Aid-de- Camp.
To Colonel Richard Gridley.

[To Colonel Henry Knox the same as the preceding let-
ter, to go to New-London.]

CAPTAIN WILLET TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.
New-York, April 20,_ 1776.

SIR: Enclosed is the warrant from the bonourable Pro-
vincial Congress, directed to me, for the purpose of raising
a company in the service of the United Colonies. As I am
satisfied I have done my duty with faithfulness and integrity
since I have had the honour of serving my country in a
military capacity, I can by no means submit to the indignity
of bein g superseded. M

,vARINUS t ILLET.

To the Chairman of the Honourable Provincial Congress,
or Committee of Safety.

To the Honourable the Committee of Safety for the Colony
of NEW-YORK.

The ]}lemorial of JOHN DUNLAP, of the City of NEW-
YORK, humbly showeth:

That your Memorialist is desirous to demonstrate his
attachment to the liberties and cause of his country in any
manner in which he may be most serviceable to the pub lick
weal; that he has spent upwards of three weeks at the pub-
lick works in and about tbis city, until the inhabitants were
dismissed that service; that your Petitioner has been many
years engaged in such business as habituated him to ac-
counts, and flatters himself that he might be useful to the
publick in any station that required his attention in that
way; that the num6er of his family and circumstances are
such as require that the fruits of his service might render a
small allowance towards their support.

Your Memorialist humply prays that the honourable
Committee will be pleased to appoint him to any such sta-
tion or employment as they may think fit, and judge him
qualified to execute, for the benefit of his country, and con-
sistent with the circumstances above-mentioned.

And your Memorialist shall ever pray.
JOHN DUNLAP.

New-York, April 21, 1776.

RYNIER VAN HOSEN TO THE NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF
SAFETY.

New-York Jail, April 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Permit me to inform you that I have been
confined almost three months; and in the course of that
time have never been admitted to a hearing, in order to
clear up the charge that is against me. I have a wife an9..
six young infants, who now suffi~rthrough want; likewise
my land lies waste, having no friend to cultivate it. So.
hope you will be kind enough to grant me a hearing, and
oblige your humble servant, R V HYNIER AN OSEN.

To the New- York Committee of Safety.

RICHARD NORWOOD TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

New-York, April 20, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Pursuant to your order of the 23d Febru-
ary, I have received the muskets and other accoutrements
fi'om Colonel Waterbury, and have had them appraised
by Messrs. Jacamiah and William Allen. The number of
muskets is twenty-three, valued at eighteen pounds seven-
teen shillings; one pistol and two pair of holsters ; eight old
swords are valued at one pound ten shillings; and two pis-
tols are likew1sevalued at sixteen shillings.

.

I am, gentlemen, your obedient, humble servant,
RICHARD NORWOOD.

To the Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York.

P. S. Some of the above arms, with a little repair, will.
be fit for service. Mr. Norwood would have an order to,.
repair the above guns, and some repairs to the magazine. -:.

*
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Feb. 12,. Found in the Feb.lGMar. Johnston, Colonel Mc- Cnu1inenta] ser.
Powder.house, 19it 49~;; - - 8827. Duugall, vice, It 25

12, P. Cuneniu" - - 1573425500 18, Wm. Leary, IGeneral ~ee,Colon'l Ora ke',

18, From Phila-
~9

bbls,32 Regiment, - - - - 13(:
/(Is.each, 19,Simeon Selick,IProvin. Con. An armEd teu-delphia, or 80i. 2000 I gress, der, 4t 100 - 150

Mar. 20, P. Curtenim;, 20~ - 2600 20, Steph. Bad!am, Wm. Palfrey,
30, Van Zandl & A.D.C., Artillery, 7i 1St

ElallelL, 35; 1875 24, Stephen HaJJ, General Lee, Colonel' Ward',
April 4, P. CllrtelJius, - - WOO R,'gimel\l, 81 200 400

13, P. Curtenius, - - 784 Mar.1. Rob. And rcwi', Do, Pub]'j{ :-;ervlc(', - (j

16, Nicholas Low, 59~ 1503 4, Jos. Ketchem, Do, Col. Van Ness',;
15} Regiment, . - - - 1:20
H 4, Express for Ca- Colonel Mc-

Deficl"nl nada, Dougall, - - - - - 1
231bs. 4, H. Godwin, Geneml Lee, Colonel Swart-

18, P. Curtenius, - - ~OT7~OO
wout's Reg't, - - - - 140

20, From the Labo- 5, Captain Smith, Colonel Me.
ratory, 1700 Dougall, Armed Sloop, 41 100 - - 2(

19, M. Halstead, L'd Slirhng, Colonel Winds'
Tutal received, - - - 413 1(\303 'J06:22!4:25Oi I 1052~ Regiment, - - - 1200
Total delivered OUI, - 265 664111041i~11505~ 10946 19, Anth. Griffiths, Do., Laburatory, 56} 1400 1401;

21'1
Benj. Ledyard, Colonel Me- Colo'l MeDon-

l:'otal remainingin fitore, 148 3663 10136!m50 Dougall, gall'~ R~g't, - - - 500
Deficient qUAner.ca"k, 1 25,Th. Tredwell, CommiUee of

Safety,' Sujf,)lk County, 10t .1000 4000
Total............. ....... 147 25, A. McDougaJl, Colonel Mc-

Dougall, e. Atherton, Ii 25
28, Hugh Hnghes, Commillee of Cominental ac.

Safety, count, - - 4480 10000
29. Teunis Cuyper, Do., OrangE County, 20; 50n

Ap'14, A. McDougall, Do., Culo'l McDou
gall's Reg'!, - - - 3200

4, J. Moore, Esq.,.. Do., Tryon COUUlY, 20t 500
4, Do.) Do., Albany County, !Jbbb,

3-.Jgb,
each,
or80l2000

4, Major Dehart, Do., ConTinental ac-
count, . - - - 240

9, A. McDougall, Do., Colo'l McDou-
gall's Reg't, . - . - 41:;

19,Wm. Mercier, Do., Sloop Monlgo-
mery, 241 600 200- - -- -- -.

Total rlelivered out. - - 21;5 61;10104RI;150501091
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A Return of Powder, Ball, and Flints, found 1:nthe Powder-House, and received at different timesfrom the 12th of
FEBRUARY,1776, to the 20th of ApRIL, 1776, inclusive; also, of the Powder, Ball, and Plints, ddivered out from the
16th of FEBRUARY,1776, to 20th APRIL, 1776, inclusive.

o

o
:2

o

10

o

(j

The above is a true Return of the Powder, BaJl, and Flints, received in, and delivered out of, Ihe Provincial Siore of the Colouy of Nc",. y. ,ok.

To the Committee uf Safety for the Colony of New. York. RICHARD NOR WOOD, Commissa"y oj Colony SloTe5.

GOVERNEUR MORRIS TO GENERAL WASIIINGTON.

Morrisania, April 20, I 77f,-
. I L'lke the liberty of addressing your Excellency upon a

subject so much ont of my own line, that I must be entirely in
your equity as to the charge of impertinence. I hope to be
nC{Juitted.

The Committee of Safety have ordered that the sick so]-
diery should be transported to an Is]and caJled Little-Barn
Island; which was, and perhaps stiJI is, the propp-rty of
Captain John Montresor, an Engineer in the MiniHtena]
Army. The choice of this particular spot for that purpose
jnduces me to suspect that they were actuated in some mea-
sure by those iJlibera] prejudices, which have great weight
in Jitt]e sou]s; for certainly it must be rather inconvenient
to p]ace the sick upon an Island, at nine miles distance from
the Anny. It seems to be rather more rationa] to erect
bui]dings for their reception on the high grounds near Hud-
SQ1&'SRiver, to the westward of Harlaem, a situation at
once heaJthy and easy of access. Or, if an insuJar position
is indispensab]y necessary, then Behenna's, and especiaJly
BlackweU's Island, wilJ be found much better adapted to
the purpose, being nearer the city, and a convenient ferriage
to eIther from the Fort at Horne's lIook. And the pro-
prietors of those Is]ands wou]d, I bcJieve, g]adly Jet any
houses they can spare for that use.

My reason for troubling your Excellency on this occasion
is, that when Mr. Montresor went to Boston, the Is]and
was pilt in the possession of (I believe conveyed to) John
Thtlor, Esq., one of his Majesty's Council for the Bermuda
IsZands, who came hither in the pursuit of heaJth. He has
found it where he now is, and thinks it inhospitab]e to the
stranger to turn him out, instead of taking him in. The

]ower orders of mankind, b]essed in the bluntness of their
perceptions, may receive a pecuniary compensation for any
inconvenience; but your ExceJlency best knows how pr'J-
cious are tbe feelings of a gentJeman: publick money can
neither purchase or aUeviate them. If we banish this pml-
vre mala dr, it is worth whi!e to consider how much his talc
wiJl be repeated against us. The unchantab]e wiU say it
was a pique, because he ho]ds a feather under the King.
The mi!dest judges wiJl discover some harsh features in the
pIece.

I trespass too much, sir, lIPon your patience. I have no
other excuse, but that Mr. Tudor requested me to mention
the matter to your Excellency; let me add, that I receive
p]ea5ure in furnishing the occasion for that happiness which
you receive in doing good.

'Vith the greatest respect, I have the honour to be, your
ExceJIency's most obedient and humb]e servant,

GOVERNEUR MORRIS.

To Genera] lVashington.

JOHN HATHORN TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

Warwick, April 20,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have herein made. a return of the officers
chosen in Captain John m'sner's Company of Minute-men,-
of the Regiment of Florida and Warwick, in the Precinct
of Goshen, and County of Orange, agreeable to a return
made to me by two of the members of the Committee of
tbis Precinct, declaring their attending at the eJection of the
said company, on the ~6th day of March ]ast; and were
chosen (agreeab]e to a certain reso]ve of the Provincia] Con-
gress of this Province, made respecting the regulation of
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the Militia and Minute Companies) Abraham Dolson, First
Lieutenant j Nathan Sayre, Second Lieutenant, and Asa

Wisner, Ensign; and hope your honourable body will issue
commissions accordingly.

I am, 'in behalf of the
and humble servant,

Committee, your most obedient

JOHN HATHORN, Chairman.

To the New- York Congress:

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM AN OFFICER AT FORT GEORGE,
DATED APRIl, 20, 1116.

We came here two days ago, and found the lake still
closed ,vith ice j yesterdayit aUvanished,when Dr. Frank-
lin and the other Delegates immediately embarked on
board batteaus, and crossed the lake. Our regimcnt, with
sundry other troops from New-England and the Jerseys,
set out at daybreak to-morrow morning. The whole of the
troops that are now on the lake and here, will amount to
upwards of fifteen hundred men; so that I think we shall
make a very respectable figure before Quebeck when we all
arrive; and I hope \ve shall not lay long there, but endea-
vour immediately to see what the inside is made of.

LIEUTENANT HACKER TO ADMIRAL HOPKINS.

Franklin's Ferry, April 20, 177fl. '(

Two o'clock, P. 1\-1. 5
SIR: These are to inform you that, according to your

order, I proceeded to Newport as fast as possible, and ar-
rived there yesterday, at one o'clock, and went on shore,
and found the Cabot at Mr. Bolmes's wharf, getting out the
guns. I advised Captain Hinman to go up the river as soon
as he could, as there was a report that there were three
ships in the offing. He told me that he intended it. I put
out at three o'clock, with the wind at west-southwest, and
flood tide, and beat out to the Light-House; but the wind
being small, we bore ,away into Franklin's Ferry; came to
and lay till four o'clock; then got under way, and beat as far
as the Half-way House, between Point-Judith and Watch-
Hill, where we saw a ship lying, a~hull. We still beat, in
hopes of getting by her; but she made sail, and stood in to
windward of us. 'Ve stood for her awhile, but soon bore
away. She immediately bore away after us, but made no
more sail than her topsails and courses. She stood after us
till we got round Point-Judith, where we lowered. all sail to
wait for her. She hauled away under the lee of Block-
Island. I should have taken her for one of our ships, but
Captain Hinman was chased before from the same place,
within a mile of the Light-House, and a small sloop yester-
day, within a few rods of the shore; which makes me
cautious how I go too near a ship. I thought proper to run
into Franklin's Ferry, and send Captain Brown as fast as
possible to acquaint you.

I am, with respect, yours to serve,
HOYSTED HACKER.

To Eseck Hopkins, Esq., Commander-in-Chief of the Am.e-
rican Fleet, (per favour of Captain Brown,) at lVew-Lon-
don.

COLONEL WATERBURY TO GENERAL WASHI:-<GTON.
Hartford, April 20, 1776.

DEAR SIR: After my best wishes to yOUI' Excellency,
'praying God may preserve you through the many dangers
and difficulties that attend the calling you are now engaged
in; hoping your Excellency, and the Army under your com-
mand, may be the means, under God, to the saving of our
landJrom ruin: I received your Excellency's favour of the
13th instant, and can answer the request: that is, I should
take it as an honour done to me to be an officer under your
command; but as I am well assured that your Excellency
delights to see justice done to every officer and soldier in
your Army, your Excellency must know that I have not
had justice done me. I never had a Continental commis-
sion offered me, although it is said, since I returned home,
that I refused one while in Canada. I never had the offer,
although I took such an active part in the Northern expe-
dition last fall. There were but four small companies that
went down with the Generals, besides me and my regiment.
When we first took the ground at St. John's, never man

laboured through an expedition with more fatigue and hard-
ship than I did; and now, to take rank; under those that
were but Lieutenant-Colonels at that time, and others thnt
were Colonels, that ranked under me, I should think it
wot\ld look as though I had done something that was not to
my honour, in being set back. If your Excellency sees
cause to lay the case. before the honourable Congress, and
they see cause to give me my proper rank, I shall cheerful1 y
accept your Excellency's offer, and ever make it the heicrht
of my ambItJOn to render my services acceptable to y~ur
Excellency and my bleeding country; and if not, and YOLlr
Excellency is attacked, I shall come to your assistance as a
volunteer, upon the shortest notice.

And am, with every sentiment of respect and regard,
your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

DAVID 'VATERBURY,JUN.
To General 'Washington.

P. S. J\Iy being at Har{ford instead of being at Stam-
ford, is the reason of my not answering your Excellency's
favour sooner.

W. READ TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Reading, April 20, 1776.

SIR: I have your favour of the 11th of April, by order
of the honourable Council of the Colony of the ltlassachu-
setts-Bay, to which an immediate answer is requested.

Sir, I am very sensible of the great honour done me in
this appointment, to be one of the Justices of "the Superior
Court of Judicature, &c., for that Colony, and of the duty
which I owe my country, and should be glad to render it
any service; but my present, amI, for some time, low state
of health, and the situation of my affairs, render it impos-
sible for me to undertake such an arduous office, which I'
esteem beyond my abilities in my best condition. Please
to present my duty to the honourable Board, and acquaint
them herewith, and that I beg the favour to be held ex-
cused.

I am, with the highest respect to the honourable Board,
their very humble servant, W R. EAD.
To the Honourable the Council of Itlassachusetts-Bay.,

WILLIAM ~nLLER TO }IASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Newburyport, April 20, 1770,

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN: About three months aO"o

'"your Honours were pleased to order me to be confined to
this town. I should now be glad to be released from that
restraint; and as my employ in the Customs has been at an
end for nigh a year, during which time I have been entirely
idle, I should therefore be glad of liberty to return to Great
Britain, as an opportunity now offers from this place.

I am, honourable gentlemen, your most humble servant,

'V ILLIA)I MILLER
*

To the Honourable the Council, at Watertown.

WILLLBI LUX TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, April 21, 1776.

GENTLE)fEN: I have received an order, by Mr. Quin, to
attend your honourable Board to-morrow, which I should
very willingly obey; but as our Committee is to meet, for
the purpose oflaying taxes on Non-Associates, and we have
appointed tbe attendance of all our members, I presume to .

hope it will plead my excuse for defetTing it till Tuesday
when you shall be waited on by, gentlemen, your most obe~
dient servant, W L. ILLIAM UX.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of lUaryland.

GALLOWAY (NEW-JERSEY) CmmITTEE TO DELEGATES OF

MASSACHUSETTS IN CONGRESS.

New-Jersey, Gloucester County, Galloway Township, "2
April 21, 1776. 5

GENTLEMEN:\Ve, the Committee of Galloway Town-
ship, have received your favour of the 17th instant, and,

. I", CouNpr., .,qpril 23, 177fl.-Read; and O,'d,n"ed, That the said
.7Jfillel"s request be referred to thl) Committee of Newburyport, who are
hereby authorized and empowered to permit him to go to Great Britain,
under such restrictions amI conditions as their discretion shall point out
to be necesgary. PEI\EZ MQlfTON,Deputy Secretary.
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taking the same into our most serious consideration, do here-
by promise that nothing shall be wanting in our duty to as-
sist our unhappy and suffering brethren.

'As soon as ever we heard of their misfortunes, we called
our Committee together immediately, and orc1ered all ne~es-
sary assistance that could be provided for their relief, with
a Surgeon immediately to attend them, and nurses, with
proper lodging and diet for them. We have the pleasure
to inform you that they are in a £'lir way to recover. The
:Mate is able, by the help of his crutch, to go about his
room. 'Ve shall use our utmost endeavour to comply with
your request in this and all other matters that your Honours
will be pleased to assign to us.

And we do hereby request you wiJI pkase to accept of
our most hearty and sincere thanks for the steady and un-
wearied part you are acting in the defence of our country's
cause, and, in p:uticular, for your humane and tender care
for the sick and wounded. May your wise Councils and
Assemblies be always crowned with success in all their un-
dertakings, is the sincere wish of this Committee.

By order of the Committee:
I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, h.umble servant,

RICHARD PRICE, Clerk.

To the Honourable the Delegates of the fl'lassachusetts-Bay,
&c.

N. B. We herewith enelose you Captain T.,iJP and
the Mate's deposition. Captain Tripp informs us that the
Captain of fhe tender's name was Butl<;r, and believes the
Lieutenant's name was Han; and one Green, fi'om Barna-
gat, they kept on board as pilot. R. P.

GALLOWAYTownship, IN GLOUCESTER Cou.nty:

Be it remembered, that, on the QOth of April, ] 7i6, per-
sonally appeared before me, one of his Majesty's Justices of
the Peace fonhe County of Gloucester, Captain Job Tripp,
late Master of the Sloop Endeavour, and James Cathill, his
Mate, both of Dartmouth, in the County of Bristol and Pro-
vince of Massachusetts-Bay; and, being sworn on the Holy.
Evangelist of Almighty God, do declare, that we left Dart-
mouth, in the said sloop, on the 31st day of March last, for
Philadelphia. On the following day, about three o'clock
in the afternoon, (the forepart of the day being very thick
and fO.$gy,cleared up in the afternoon,) we saw the vessels
in at .Little-Egg Harbour Inlet. About the same time we
discovered a vessel to the southward of us. When we found
we were so near the land, we altered our course more out
to sea; we being bound to the southward, and that vessel
to the northward. They presently came up with us. About
the distance of three hundred yards on our lee-bow, they
fired at liS. Immedjately we saw a number of menan board
of her, who appeared to be in motion, and very busy. We
hailed them twice with our trumpet, but received no answer,
but another firing, and have about, and made after us. "Ve
stin kept our course, and they after us, continuany firing,till
about ten o'clock at night. At that time they were about
a swivel-shot distance from us. The wind dying away, and
perceiving them coming up very fast; we immediately have
to, and hauled down our foresail, and were busy in hau]ing
down our mainsail, when they run up as near as they con-
veniently could without running foul of our vessel, and
fired a broadside at us; which felled both the Captain and
Mate. By their account, they fired two voneys of sman.
arms just as they fired their cannon and swivels; each vol-
ley ten guns.. Their carriage-guns and swivels were two
four-pounders and six swivels on each side. The Captain
was wounded in the thigh, which we imagine to be a swi.
vel-ban, which broke the bone, and shattered it very much.
The Mate was also wounded in both thighs; the baB went
through the fleshy part of the right, and lodged in the left.

'We were unable to help ourselYes,though we made shift
to scrabble down into the cabin. The Captain laid on the
cabin-aoor, and the Mate had got in his birth, before they
boarded us. The Lieutenant came down, and presently
presented a pistol at him, and ordered him to turn out im-
mediately on deck, or he was a dead man; treated him
with very scurrilous and abusive language, and hauled him
out of his cabin. With that, he scrabbled on deck as weB
as he could; kept him there tin he was satisfied; then or-
dered him into his cabin again; and, returning to the Cap-
tain, who lay on the floor, ordered him likewise upon deck.

The Captain begged he would let him alone, as he was
unable to stand or help himself; with that he left him.

They rummaged aB our chests for papers and letters,
which they took with them-an they could find, with forty.
nine danaI's of the Captain's in Continental biJ]s; with the
Mate's journal, pocket-book, chest, bed, &c., &c. They
were particularly careful in c~necting an the old iron and
spikes they couJd find to take with them. After they had
rummaged and taken what they thought proper, they cut up
the cables, and have them, with the anchors, overboard, and
threatened to bum the vessel. They kept us tiJ] about five
o'clock in the afternoon next day, when the Lieutenant
came to the Captain (on board our own vessel) and told
him that the Captain of the tender was going to indulge
him with his boat and men to go ashore for a Doctor. There
were three hands besides the Captain and Mate. Before
we had left the vessel, they scuttled her, and the water
came in very fast; and heard them can out, Come, let us
begin the fire in the cable-tier. They let the Captain take
his bed and chest, and a bed-sack to lie on. The Captain
of the tender caned to his Lieutenant not to let us take too
many things with us. When we had got some distance
from the vessel, we saw a great smoke arising from her, with
an her sails standing, save the peak of the mainsail, which
was dropped down, with her tiller lashed fast, so as she
could steer herself. The vessel was about seventy or seven-
ty-five tons burden.

"Ve were about one hour and a half in the boat before
we reached the shore, which was the flat beach; and were
about thirty-six hours beft)re we had any dressing to our
wounds. And further these deponents say not.

JOB TRIPP,
JAMES CATHILL.

Sworn before me, ROBERT MORSS.

N. B. The most of the latter part of the transaction was
taken from the Mate; the Captain, being badly wounded,
could not remember.

The above is a true copy from the original.
RICHARDPRICE, Clerk Township Committee.

COLONEL KNOX TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Norwich, April ~1, 1776.

SIR: Agreeable to your ExcelJency's instructions, I tar-
ried at Cambridge till an the ordnance and stores in my
department were on the way to this place; which, to my
great mortification, was not tiJ] the 14th instant. The de-
tention was owing to the zeal of the General Assembly,
which promised more than their activity could perform.

In my passing through Providence, Governour Cooke,
and a number of the principal people, were very pressing
for me to take Newport in my way, in order to mark out
some works of defence for that place. The spirited conduct
of the Colony Troops posted there, in driving away the
King's ships, alarmed the whole Colony for the safety of its
capital. Knowing your Excenency's anxiety for the pre-
servation of every part of the Continent, I conceived it to
be my duty to act in conformity to your wishes, especiany
as I could get to Norwich as soon as the stores which set
out for Norw1:chon the 14th. Accordingly, I went to New-
port, and marked out five batteries, which, from the advan-
tageous situation of the ground, must, when executed, render
the harbour exceedingly see.ure. In this I humbly hope for
your Exce]]ency's approbation.

Mr. Cheever is expected in thisday with the powderand
somestores,beingthe last division; whichI shaH endeavour
to get away as soon as possible. If the wind sha]] be fair,
I propose going by water; if not, by land.

Lieutenant-Colonel Burbec7cdeclined complying with your
ExceHency's orders, aHeging that the Province had settled
on him four shillings sterling per day during life, after the
war was over; which, if he went out of the Province, he
might, perhaps, lose.

Lieutenant-Colonel fl'lason, who came with the ordnance
to this town, being in 'iH health, I have permitted to go by
land.

I am going down to Admiral Hopkins, to receive his
directions concerning the safety of sending out the stores, as
some of the King's ships yesterday chased in a vessel to
Ncw-London; and also to endeavour to get the brass mar.
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tars which he brought from Providence, if not particularly
appropriated. ,

_ I sincerely wish your Excel1ency every earthly blessmg;
and am, with the greatest respect, your Excel1ellcy's most
obedient and most humble servant, HENRYKNOX.
To His ExcelIency General Washington.

WILLIAM RICHMO~'l) TO ADMIRAL HOPKINS.

Heau-Quarters, Newport, April 21, 1776.

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your very
acceptable favour of ordnance and warlike stores from the
Cabot. Weare mounting them with all despatch possible,
under the inspection of 1\lr. John Collins, who assures us
that within four days he wjl) have them all mounted. We
have almost completed the fortification on the Point, where
we can mount thirteen lTuns. To-morrow we go on Fort-

"
,

Island in order to put the old fort In a posture of defence;
which' tOITether with another on Brenton's Puint, we think
wiII w'eIJ ~ecure the harbour: all whieh works we shan pur-
sue with the utmost vigour till completed. vVe are informed
you have sixteen more heavy guns for us. As they are
without carriages, it may be necessary to send them along
soon.

Before this can come to hand, you must ha ve heard of
the confusion we have lately been in, occasioned by the
wild conduct and insanity of our late commander, (Colonel
Babcock,) who is now under an arrest at P~ovidc;tce, and,
we judge, must be discharged from the serVIce: III conse-
quence of which, the command, at present, devolves upon
me-a heavy task.

I have the honour, sir, to be, with the greatest sincerity,
your most obedient and most humble servant,

\V ILLIAM RICHMOND.

To Admiral Hopkins, Esquire.

AD~URAL HOPKINS TO STEPHEN HOPKINS.

On board Ship Alfred, at the mouth of New-London River, }April 21, 1776.

DEAR BROTHER: Since I wrote, nothing material has
happened. We landed our sick, (which were one hundred
and forty men in the fleet,) and got some new men out of
the Army, and were ready to sail, when I received General
Washington's letter by express, a copy of which I have en-
closed.

I sent out the Cabot in order to stl'engthen the town of
Newport, where she is arrived, as you will see by Lieute-
nant Hinman's letter, a copy of which you have enclosed.
Two days past we were under sail to go out, but got ashore
on the rocks near Fisher's Island; but got Gffagain without
much damage, after about eight hours, and came in again,
and ordered all the vessels in which I had under convoy-
five of whom were at the risk of the Congress. The Fly
is now out in order to learn the strength of the fleet. If
they are not much stronger than we, shall go out the first
fair wind.

We are much better manned now than we e"-er have
been. My son (JohnB. H?lkins) is ashore, at Mr. Shaw's,
and getting better of his wounds; but do not expect he wiII
be able to go on board his brig, to take the command, in less
than three or four weeks.

I am your loving brother, ESECK HOPKINS.
To the Honourable Stephen Hopkins, Esquire, at Phila-

delphia.
P. S. I have obliged lTIOstof the sailors that I have

taken out of the armed vessels to do duty on board. Should
be glad to know if that is agreeable with the sentiments of
the Congress, that I may still follow the same rule.

TlIOMAS BURKE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 2, 1776.]

Halifax, N orth.Carolina, April 22, 1776.

SIR: Expecting in our Province 11scene of much busi-
ness, which may require all our attention, we have thought
it expedient to send the prisoners taken during the late
commotion, some to Maryland, some to Virginia, and some

. to PMladclphia, for the more immediate disposition of the

"

Continental Congress. These last are such as appear to us,

from their rank and influence over an ignorant and restless
part of our inhabitants, to be capable of doing us the most
mischief.

'We are sorry to be compelJed to an act of such severity
as this of sending these men at sllch a distance fi'om their
unfortunate families; but the security of our country makes
it indispensably necessary, for should they have an opportu-
nity of exerting their pernicious influence, at a time when
we may be invaded by a powerful Army, the consequences
might and probably would prove fatal. The hopes these
men have given our enemies, we are assured, have induccd
the British Ministry to direct against us the first eflorts of
their arms; to them, therefore, are due the evils, expenses,
and difficulties, which we encountered in suppressing them,
and the calamities which they and their wretched families
must now undergo. .We shall not fail to extend to the latter
the most humane attention, for we are always mindful that
humanity distinguishes the brave.

.

We should not have sent off the prisoners, but that we
could not secure them without engaging too many of our
officers and soldiers from more important business; for while
in the neighbourhood of their connexions, when the atten-
tion of everyone would be drawn to the more important
operations of the impending campaign, without strong guards
a rescue would be inevitable.

We rely on the wisdom of Congress for disposing of them
in such a secure manner that we shall have nothing to ap-
prehend from their future machinations. We enclose you
the list of their names, and we shall by the first opportunity
transmit you a particular accQunt of circumstances relative
to each, extracted from the report of the Committee appoint-
ed by the Provincial Congress to inquire concerning them.

Weare, with very great esteem and regard, sir, your
most obedient, humble servants.

By order of the Committee of Secrecy, of War, and In-
telligence, for the Congress of North-Carolina:

THmrAs BURKE.

To the Honourable Juhn Hancock, Esq., President of the
Continental Congress.

LIST OF PRISONERS DESTINED FOR PIrII,ADELPHIA.

1. His Excellency Donald :McDonald, Esq., Brigadier-
General of the Tory Army, and Commander-in-
Chief in North-Carolina.

2. Colonel Allan McDonald, (of Kinf?sbrough,) first in
commission of array, and second IIIcommand.

3. Alexander McDonald, son of Kingsbrough.
4. Major Ale,xander McDonald, (Cowdrach.)
5. Captain Alexander "McKay.
6. Captain John Lecrgate.
7. Captain James McDonald.
8. Captain AZcxander McLeod.
9. Captain AZcxander Morrison.

10. Captain John McDonald.
11. Captain Alexander McLeod.
12. Captain Murdock McAskell.
13. Captain Alexander McLeod.
14. Captain Angus McDonald.
15. Captain Niel McArthur.
16. Captain James Meirs, of the Light-Horse.
17. Captain John .McLeod.
18. Captain Thomas Wiej'.
19. Captain John McKinzie.
20. Lieutenant John fttlerchison.
21. Kcnnith McDonald, Aid-de-Camp to General McDo-

nald.
22. M1trdock McLeod, Surgeon.
2:3. Adjutant-General John Smith.
24. Donald it/cLeod, Quartermaster.
25. John Betlwne, Chaplain.
26. Farq1tard Campbell, late a Delegate in Provincial Con-

gress, Spy and confidential emissary of Governour
Martin.

ORDERS BY GENERAL LEE TO THE COMMANDERS OF THE

SEVERAL BATTALIONS.

Virginia, April 22, I776.

SIR: You wiU please to give orders to the several re-
cruiting officers of your regiment not to take any natives Qf
Gj'eat Britain, or lreland, as recruits, unless th«:1Yhave
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been some time residonts in the country, and have wives and
children, or unless they can bring a strong and sufficient re-
commendation. As this, sir, is a matter of no small impor-
tance, a Colonel will be appointed to examine and pass all
the fresh recruits; and \dlOeVer does not come under this
predicament, will be thrown on the officer's hands.

By the General's ordprs :
THmlAs BUI.LITT, Dep'y Adjutant-General.

VIRGINIA cmnUTTEE OF SAFETY.

In Committee of :Safety, at Williamsbnrgh, "(

April 22, 1776, 5
R<1&'1hWormeley, Jun., Esq., appearing before this Com-

mittee in custody, and being examined touching his Letter
to Mr. John Grymes, of the 4th of April, ] 776, lately in-
tercepted from the said John Grymes, on his way to Lord
D!mmvre; the Committee hearing what he alleged in his
defence, also examining Charles Neilson on oath, are of
opinion that nothing appears to us in his conduct, or in the
said Letter, to be within the offences defined by the late
Ordinance for establishing a mode of punishment for the
enemies to America .in this Colony; but the sajd Letter

,being, in the opinion of this Committee, a full proof o[ the
inimical disposition of the said Ralph Wormeley, Jun., Esq.,
against the rights of America, and showing a readiness to
join the enemies of this Colony, provided he should be called
and enabled so to do, this Committee do resolve, that the
said Ralph Wormeley, Jun., Esq., be discharged out of cus-
tody, upon entering into bond, with approved security, in
the penalty of ten thousand Pounds, conditioned that he do
110tcorrespond wjth the enemies of America, join, or in any
manner aid or assist them; that he do not depart this Colo-
ny without leave of the Convention Or Committue of Safety;
and further, that he appear before the said Convention at
any time during their next meeting, if he shall be required
so to do. J P T,T," P

.
dOHN AGE," 2Ce- resl ent.

In Committee of Safety, at Williamshurgh, "(

April 24, 1776. 5
Ordered, That the Letter fi'om Ralph Wormeley, Jun.,

Esq., to John Grymes, Esq., lately intercepted, together
with the Resolution of this Board thereupon, be puLlished
in the Virginia Gazett~.

JOHN BECKLEY, Assl'stant Clerk.

Roscgill, April 4, 1776.

DEAR SIR: When you and Mr. ]{eil.wn returned fi'om
Norfolk, you informed me that Lord Dunmore either wished
or expected, or thought it my duty, that I should imme-
diately, in person, repair to his Lordship; that some such
ostensible marks of my attachment to Government and
loyalty to my King were looked for from me; and that,
notwithstanding my unequivocal, steady, and invariable con-
duct, if I still continue at home, I may be exposed to the
indiscriminating ravages of war, without any chance of re-
paration. Whether this opinion is [ounded on the Jast 1'1'0-
c!amation of the King, on the late advices [rom the Minis-
ter, or from his Lordship's conjectures, I do not know. As
to the Proclamation and the late advices fi'om the Minister,
I have an easy answer. First. I have ne\'er seen the Pro-
c!amation, never heard it Either read or repeated j it cannot,
thcn, be expected of me to pay respect to any instrument
of that sort, whose contents I can have no eopnizance of
before they are submitted to my senses. Second. As to the
ad vices of the Minister whiclvmay lead his Lordship to con-
clude it to be the duty of every man no\v, when the friends
of Government are in such a state of impotency, or rather
are under such complete dominion, to repair to his Lordship,
without the probability of advancing any practical scheme of
utility, of concerting any effectual plan of operations, and
without regard to circumstances j I say, sir, sl1chad\'ices are
repugnant to the words and meaning of the King. In the
true knowledge of our present situation, his Majesty thus
.expresses himself: "And although many of these unhappy
people may still retain tbeir loyahy, and may be too wise
not to see the fatal consequences of this usurpation, and
wish to resist it, yet the torrent of violence has been strong
enough to compel their acquiescence, until a sutricient uJrce
$hall appear to support them."

A few obser~vations on the above quoted passage wiJI

prove the repugnancy. "Fnhappy people." In what? In
being overpowered by these usurpers; so overpowered that
they cannot even hope, they can only wish to resist it.
This being the case, what are these unhappy people to do?
What docs his Majesty expect? Not their fi'uitless, vain
endeavours, which prejudice every cause; he knows that
the torrent of violence is strong enough to retain them in
their compulsive acquiescence, "till a sufficient force shall
appear to support them." He expects, then, they will wait
the event. They will have, they have a right to protec-
tion. Every effort and endeavour now, on their part, would
only issue in ruin to themselves, and in ruin to their cause.
No man bears the accursed tyranny that is erected with
more impatient mortification than I do; and i[ there were
a comer on the tlCe o[ the earth that I could support myself
in, and enjoy that freedom which I am now violently de-
prived of, I would, for the gratification of my own happi-
ness, fly to it. I have too much feeling not to be exqui-
sitely sensible of my slavish condition.

I have made no reply as to his Lordship's conjectures.
As he must be furnished with intelligence that I am'ignorant
of, it must be supposed that he can [orm a better judgment
than I can. In a matter of such weight I wish he had ex-
tracted the paragrapb, if he drew his opinion [rom his late
ad vices, or had given the reasons on which he [ormed it.
To convey myself, together with the absolute necessaries of
life, without my intention being discovered, is almost impos-
sible. Besides, I am only an inferior member of the family,
have not the command of [urniture, bedding, &c., nor pro-
visions; and exportation being prohibited, if I could afford,
I could not command money for my support. Add to this
the probability of all resources being cut otr. whereby wheat,
flour, or corn, are now [urnished, as the army of the Pro-
vincials increases, unless one o[ equal or superior force
should soon arrive from Britain. Numbers, in such a case,
will add to the difficulties that the fleet, army, and people at
Norfolk, labour under. Hundreds will only multiply these
inconveniences; thousands alone can remove them. These
reasons weigh with me at present, and restrain me from
taking the step Mr. Neilson advises with so much urgency.

But, a[ter alJ, what beneficial consequence could my per-
sonal attendance operate in favour of that cause whose suc-
cess I have at heart? My example is not efficacious enough
to influence others to follow ~t. .What exertiolis of mine
could now avail? And are not ineffectual exertions capi-
tally erroneous in policy? \V ould not, or might not, the
departure of a person of my insignificance quicken the jea-
lousy of the present rulers, give [resh vigour to the persecu-
tion, and make them lash our few party [riends, not with
that rod of iron which \ve have experienced severe enough
for the most criminal atrocity, but with a red-hot one, fresh
fmm the infernal forge of tyranny. If, though, the Go-
vernour should think my presence necessary, and that I can,
in any degree, be assistant to his Lordship, Government, or
my country, he will give me an official summons, and afford
me proper [acilities to reach him, I will, at the hazard of
that precarious, negative quiet that is now indulged to me-
I will, to the prejudice of my health, which is, as you know, .
at present interrupted by a most inveterate disorder, and
which disorder would certainly be aggravated by a diet ex-
clusive of vegetables, at the risk of my life, of every thing,
obey it. '

'ViII you be so obliging as to communicate this where
you think it necessaJ'Y? And, under all vicissitudes of for-
tune, believe me to be, with the most unalterable sincerity,
your most affectionate [riend,

RALPH W ORMELEY,JUN.

To John Grymes, Esq.

CAPTAIN NICHOLSON TO MARYLAKD COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, April 22, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have now to in[orm you of the armed
Schooner Resolution being equipped, agreeable to your di-
rections. She wants principally the commissions [or her
officers, who refuse acting out of the harbour until their
commissions are confirmed. After which, should be glad of
your permission to go down the bay as far as you think pro-
per, in order to exercise oUl' men, and consult with Captain
Boucher. The schooner has about forty hands now shipped,
but is capable of carrying seventy with great conveniency.
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If you think proper to have that number complete, you 'Yill
please let me know. The officer~ that bave beem ~ct!ng
aboard are TYilz.iam Ward, Captam; Henry Auchznhck,
I ,iel1tcnant. Bennet Johnson. Master; and, as far as I can, ,

. f I !
. ,

discover, are proper persons. Mr. Dorsey,. on,; 0 t Je s 1?Ps
Midshipmen, I understand, has made apphcatlOn for a LlCu-
tenancy of Marines; I think him very capable.

I am, gentlemen, with much sincerity, your obligerl hum-
ble servant, to command, JA:\IES NICHOLSON.

To the HonoumLle the Council of Safety of Maryland.

HUGH YOUNG TO .IARYLAND COlTNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, April 22,1776.

GEI-.'TLEMEN: I have the pleasure of advising you of the
S1fe arrival of the Brigantine Bcith, in the T¥est-Indies, the
3d ultimo, without any intcrruption. I sent you, by :Mr.
Lzlt', a letter for you from him, but have leamed that he
forgot it; I suppose he has sent it since his retum.. .

I am sorry to advise you of the loss of the Bngantme
lVancy, Captain .Wise, somewhere in the bay, a few days
ago. I have not received any letter from him, but have it
from a gentleman from the Eastern-Shore of undoubted au-
thority, and believe it to be a fact. It appears, from the
care Captain 1flisc had taken, that it is morally impossible
for any vessel to pass our ravenous enemies. However,
if you think the Schooner Ninety has any chance, you will
please O'ive the Committee orders to allow me to load her,
as her cbargo is 1ll ready. If you think otherwise, I shall be
"lad to know what I am to do with the cargo. I shall be
~1Uch obliged for a few lines on the subject by the first op-
portunity.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
HUGW YOUNG.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

SOLOMON WRIGHT TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Queen Anne's County, April 22, 1776.

Captain George Noble Sweat having, under an especial
order of this Committee, returned a list of a Company of
Militia in Wye, whereby it appears that the said George
Noble Sweat is chosen Captain, Nehemiah Noble First
Lieutenant, James Bartlett Second Lieutenant, and Thomas
Duffc Ensign of the said Company; and that there are in
the said Company four Sergeants, four Corpora]s, and fifty-
two Privates. The above officers are recommended to the
Council of Safety for commissions.

Si'rned per order of the Committee of Observation:o
SOLOMON WRIGHT, Chairman.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

~L\RYL_U;'D coeNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE DELIWATES IN
COr.ITENTION.

[:'\0.127.] Annapolis, April 22,1776.
GENTLEMEN: V cry urgent affairs of the Province require

your attendance in Convention. \Ve, therefore, earnestly
request you would meet punctually at Annapolis, on Friday,
the 7th of ]}Jay next, at which time we have determined a
Convention ou"ht to be held.

W e ar~, &c.

To the Delegates in Convention.

covery of the author of so fonl a calumny, and shelter him
from tbe censure, not to say punishment, he deserves.

We wrote you fully in 0111'last two letters, and sent copies
of all such papers as we thought material. The Governollr
voluntarily gave us his parole in the fullest manner, and has
since confirmed it by letter, assuring us that he will not
lea ve the Province till the Convention sits. \Ve arc firmly
persuaded he will not stir, or do anything against the peac'e
thereof. He also assured us, in the most explicit terms,-
that he had received no other letters from the Ministry
but what he gave up, and which we sent you copies of

'Ve examined his bureau and closet, and found several let-
ters in them to Administration, and his friends in Eng-
[and, wherein he represents this Province in a favourable
point of view.

We were not without our suspicions that a plan had been
concerted by the two persons you mention, and have deter-
mined, if possible, to get to the bottom of it; and for that
purpose, on Saturday last, before the receipt of your ex-
press, issued our order to Mr. Samuel Purviance, Chairman,
Mr. William L1I.1',Deputy Chairman, and Mr. George Lu;c,
Clerk, of the Committee of Observation for Baltimore Coun-
ty, to appear before us this day, and tt bring with them all
the proceedings, papers, letters, orders, entries, instructions,
&c., relative to the intercepted letters. Weare resolved to
have a full and open examination of the aft(lir, and shall
then cheerfully submit OUl'conduct to the publick.

We consider the authority of tbe whole Province trampled
upon and insulted, (if not conspired against;) and, having
your letters holding forth the same sentiment, we have
thought it advisable (as we know not to what lengths this
matter may be carried) to call a Convention, to be held at
the City of Annapolis, on Tucsday, the 7th of l~lay next,
at which time we shall he glad to see all the gentlemen
Deputies that can be spared from Congress. \Ve shall en-
deavour to have all our proceedings ready to lay before
them on the first day of their mceting, and shall submit to
them whether our conduct has been either timid, inactive, .

or in any other particulars unjustifiable.
Our proceedings with the Governour are such as are, in

our opinions, in every respect defensible. 'V c are convinced,
from his declarations and answers, and from his manncr of
behaving to us, that he will not leave the Province. Little
minds might have been gratified with actual imprisonment,
and fi!rther severities, but we do not imagine the Congress
meant any such outrage on humanity. We have had al1
the advantages we could have had if we had committed him
to the publick jail, and, we are persuaded, many morE'.
Nobody can believe that we are courting the Govemom' at
present: it is the peace and happiness of the Pro'~nce we
wish to preserve; and we are persuaded that it will be be.3t
done by keeping up the ostensible form of our chartered
Constitution. We feel for you. The insult offered by Mr.
lIancoc7c, in not admitting you to his presence, must have
been grating. Our Province is the object of attention, and
we are to be plunged into all the horrors of anarchy only to
gratify a few individuals out of Congress. However, we
shall still persevere in doing our duty wjth unremitcing zeal,
and not fail to assist our neighbours, if necessary. And, upon
the whole, after again repeating our thanks, permit us to as-
sure you, that we arc persuaded when 0111'transactions come
to be fully canvassed, and the true interest of this Province
considered, that you will have no occasion to blush for our
conduct.

We are, &c.

To the - Deputies of .Maryland, in Congress.

N. B. 'Ye have received the Surgeon's instruments, and
dcJi\'ered them safe to Doctor rVeisentlzal.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN co:-;--
GRESS.

(No. 128.] Annapolis,April22, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: You have our thanks for the anxiety you
express on our accounts, if the thanks of such blackened,
insulted (but we think injured) characters are worth your COLONELMORGANTO PRESIDENT ~F CON?RESS.

~cceptance. \Ve must say, thatifthe same justice were done Carhsle, April 22, 1776.

US that we would do unto others, in similar circumstances, SIR: I have just now had the honour to receive th~ in--
a copy of the anonymous letter you mention, traducing our structions of Congress, dated the 19th instant, relating to
reputations, would not have been refused us by the Con- th~ Indian Department; whieh they. may be assured I will
gress; fOl' we sincerely declare to you and the world, that stnctly observe; and that my attentIon, as I have now no
were we in possession of any paper reflecting in so gross a other business to the westward, shaH be devoted to the pub-
maBIleI' on that, or any other respectable body all the Con- lick service. .

tinent, we should think it unjust and ungentlemanly to with- Isaac Stell, the Interpreter, being taken ill with the small-
hold it from them, and, by thus secreting, prevent the dis- pox at a :Mr. Tf1Jzite's,twenty-two miles on this side.of ~an-

FOURTHSERlES.-VOL. v. 64



1011 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., APRIL, 1776. IOI~~

-caster, I have left some money, and necessary directions,
for the care of him and his family, until further orders from
the Commissioners.

I am, with the greatest respect, sir, your most obedient
:and ver )

'
humhle servant,

G MEORGE ORGAN.

'To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

-ON THE PROCEEDINGS IN CONGRESS, ETC., RELATING TO

INDEPEKDENCE.

'When I meet in my walks \vith angry disputants, and be-
hold the bursts of rage which some men unhappily give way
.to, I often repeat to myself tbat beautiful exclamation of the
inimitable Sterne, "What is there in this world's goods that
'can so sharpen our minds against' each other, and make so
many kind-hearted brethren amongst us fall out so cruelly
,by the way."

What, indeed, is there in the narrow limits of time that
should induce us to risk our future peace to a momentary
gratification of passion and resentment, and embitter the
few fleeting hours of our present existence? ","henever I
view contending parties treating each other with envenomed
asperity, my very soul throbs with pain for their fijelings ;
and fain would I exert every nerve within me to reconcile
their jarring interests, and restore that happy harmony, for the
perfect enjoyment of which we are by our nature so amply
fitted. When I meet with that wild ambition which would
deluge the world with human gore, for the extemsion of em-
pire, or establishing some favourite views, I lament, with
truly heart-felt wo, the miserable bosom that contains it,
and breathe out a supplicating wish that the great Author
of Nature may confine within narrow bounds their fatal
effects. ,

That mankind should differ in sentiment is of infinite im-
portance to society; but that they should support that dif-
ftJrence with the virulence of anger, is a misfortune of the
deepest dye. When passion once possesses the mind, it be-
comes blind to reason, and throws the whole system of things
into confusion. The subject becomes lost in the dispute,
and, instead of sober argument, they substitute intolerable
abuse.

I have been led into these reflections by a review of the
several publications which have lately appeared on the grand
political question of Independence; a doctrine of so impor-
tant a nature, that it ought to be sifted to the bottom. I can
readily allow the utmost indulgence to those gentlemen who

. bave started the thought, and most heartily admit an un]i-
mited freedom to support their arguments; but, on the other
hand, I should expect a grant of equal indulgence from their
side. The subject is a grand subject. The thought was
great, and has proceeded from no little mind. But then,
gentlemen, it is new; and you ought to grant a free and un-
interrupted discussion of a question in which so many mil-
lions are concerned.

That the opposers of the novelty may not be thought un-
fliendly to the American cause, and to show the necessity
there is of sober and cool argument to convince a great
number of well-meaning men, I will take the liberty of
showing the thoughts of several publick bodies on the occa-
sion, lest some should ignorantly run away with the opinion,
which has been too hastily adopted by a few of the inde-
pendent writers, that those who hesitate to embrace an im-
mediate Independency have sinister views, and would sacri-
fice their country for the sake of a reunion with Great
Britain. That this is not the case, and that it is not the
ma]evolent party view of a trifling, contemptible junto, seek-
ing to serve themselves at the expense of their brethren, I
think may be fairly and honestly inferred fi'om the severa]
following quotations.

I shall give the first place to the sentiments which I find
published in the proceedings of the honourable Continental
Congre!'oS,excluding everything which was transacted before

. the fatal 19th of April, when hostilities first commenced on
the part of Great Britain j from whence we shall discover
that an idea of total separation by no means took place on
that unhappy event, but that a restoration of the beneficial
connection that had before existed was the principle ob-
ject in view; therefore, if the writers in opposition to this
new doctrine should not be convinced of the propriety of

.abjuring England so speedily as the Independents desire,

they ought not to be surplised, much Jess ought they to get
angry on the occasion. Christianity itself has been up-
wards of seventeen hundred years in the world, and yN
millions of its inhabitants are stilI to be convinced of the ex-
cellence of the Christian religion; and even amongst the
professors of Christianity themsel ves, how slow]y has the Rc-

.
formation advanced. Men must be convinced before they
become converted. 'Why, then, this impatient eamestneE:S
for a whole Continent to assent to a doctrine the tidings of
which have scarcely reached beyond th(~ limits of the lVIid-
dIe Provinces? If any single man or set of men shou]r\
doubt the propriety of the measure, they have an undoubted
right to speak their minds, and ought to be heard, without
being charged with sentiments inimical to America. But I
shall proceed to produce my authorities.

Whilst bleeding with the wounds received at the battle of
Lexington, when every passion of rage and resentment Tllm:t
be supposed to have been at its greatest height, we find the
Provincial Congress of .tlassachusetts-Bay thus expressing
themse! ves in their Address to the Inhabitants of Great Bri-
tain. After reciting the ravages committed by the soldiery,
they add: ,*,,,These, brethren, are marks of .Miniskria] ven-
geance against this Colony, fi)r refusing, with her sister Co-
lonies, a submission to slavery. But they have not yet de-
tached us from our Royal Sovereign. We profess to be his
loyal and dutiful subjects; and so hardly deaJt with as we
have been, arc still ready, with our lives and fortunes, to
defend his person, family, crown, amI dignity."

A little further they add: t" We sincerely hope that the
Great Sovereign of the Universe, who hath so often appeared
for the English Nation, will support you in every rationa'!,
manly exertion, with these Colonies, for saving it from ruin;
and that in a constitutional connection with the :Mother
Country, we shall soon he a free and happy People."

On intelligence being brought to Congress of the taking
Ticonderoga, they resolved, amongst other things,

t" That
an exact inventory be taken of all such cannon and store,:,
in order that they may be safely returned when the restora-
tion of the former harmony between Great Britain and
these Colonies, so ardent]y \vished for by the latter, shaH
render it prudent and consistent with the overruling law ef
sel f-preservation."

The Congress being resolved into a Committee of tho
Whole, to take into consideration the state of America,
agreed to an unanimous resolve, in which we find the fo]-
lowing words: "That t1]ese CoJonies be immediately put
into a state of defence. But as we most ardently wish for
a restoration of that harmony formerly subsisting between
our Mother Country and these Colonies, (the interruption of
which must, at all events, be exceedingly injurious to hoth
countries,) that, with a sincere design of contributing, by all
the means in our power not incompatible with a just regard
for the undoubted rights and tme interests of these Colonies,
to the promotion of this most desirable reconci]iation, an hum-
ble and dutiful petition be presented to his Majesty."

In the resolution for a .Fast, to be kept the 20th of Jul1,
last, it is recommended, amongst other things, to offer UI)
su pplications to the Almighty,

II "That all Amcrica may
soon behold a gracious interposition of Heaven for the re..
dress of the mic!nygrievances, the restoration of her invaded
rights, and a reconciliation with the Parent State, on terms
constitUtional and honourable to both."

In their Declaration, published after the battle of Bunker'/I
Ilill, amongst other things, they say: "Lest this Declara..
tion should disquiet the minds of our friends and fellow..
subjects in any part of the Empire, we assure them that we
mean not to dissolve that union which has so long and so
happily subsisted between us, which we sincerely wish to
see restored. \Ve have not raised armies with ambitiom:
?esigns of separating from Great Britain, and establishing
mdependent States."

They finish their Declaration with an admirable so]em..
nity, in these words: "With an humble confidence in the
mercies of the supreme and impartial Judge and Ruler
of the Universe, we most devoutly implore His divine good-
ness to protect us happily through this great conflict, to dis-
pose our adversaries to reconciliation on reasonable terms,
and thereby to relieve the Empire from the calamities of
civil war."

In their Petition to his.Journal of Congress, p. 45.
Majesty, we find them thus ex-

t Page 59.
*

Page 63. 8 Page 87.
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pressing themselves, page 55: "Attached to your Majesty's
person, family, and Government, with all devotion that prin-
ciple and affection can inspire, connected with Great Bri-
htin by the strongest ties that can unite societies, and de-
ploring every event tbat tends in any degree to weaken
them, we solemnly assure your Majesty that we not only
most ardently desire the former harmony between her and
these Colonies may be restored, but that a concord may be
established between them, upon so firm a basis as to per-
petuate its blessings, uninterrupted by any future dissensions,
to succeeding generations, in both countries.

"
We beg leave further to assure your Maje"ty, that, not-

withstanding the sufferings of your loyal Colonists during
the course of this present controversy, our breasts retain too
tender a regard for the kingdom from which we derive our
origin, to request such a reconciliation as migbt, in any man-
ner, be inconsistent with her dignity or her welfare. These,
(related as we are to her,) honour and duty, as well as in-
clination, induce us to support and advance; and the appre-
hensions that now oppress our hearts with unspeakable grief,
being once removed, your Majesty wilJ find your faithful sub-
jects on tbis Continent ready and willing, at all times, (as
they have ever been,) with their lives and fortunes, to assert
and maintain the rights and interests of your Majesty, and
of our Mother Country."

In their Address to the People of England, (page 163,)
they say: "Weare accused of aiming at Independence; but
how is this accusation supported? By the alJegations of
)'0111'Ministers; not by our actions."

A little further, they add: "Even under these circum-
stances, what measures have we taken that betray a desire
of Independence?"

Aftel' speaking of the taking possession of Ticonderoga
and Crown Po£nt, they say, page 165: "

Yet give us leave
most solemnly to assure you, that we have not yct lost si~ht
of the object we have ever had in view-a rcconciliatlon
with you on constitutional principles, and a restoration of
that friendly intercourse which, to the advantage of both,
we tilllatdy maintained."

Page 166, they add: "It has been said that we refuse to
submit to the restrictions on our commerce. From whence
is this inference drawn? Not from our words. We have
repeatedly dedared the contrary; and we again profess our
submission to the several acts of trade and navigation passed
before the year 1763; trusting, nevertheless, in the equity
and justice of Parliament, that such of them as, upon cool
and impartial consideration, shall appear to ha'"e imposed
unnecessary or grievous restrictions, will, at some happier
period, be restricted or altered."

In their Letter to the Lord Mayor and Corporation of Lon-
don, sent home by Governoul' Penn, (page 172,) they say:
"North-America, my Lord, wishes most ardently for a last-
ing connection with Great Britain, on terms of just and
equal Ijberty; less than which generous minds will not offer,
nor brave and free ones be willing to receive. A cruel war
has at length been opened against us ; and whilst we prepare
to defend ourselves like the descendants of Britons, we stilJ
hope that the mediation of wise and good citizens will at
length prevail over despotism, and restore ham10ny and
peace, on permanent principles, to an oppressed and di-
~'ided Empire."

In the Talk drawn up to be hdd with the Indian$, after
reciting to them the happy connection that had subsisted for
abol'e one hundred years with Britain, and informing them
of the present cause of our quarrel, they say, (page 182:)
"Brothers and fi,icnds of the Six Nations, attend: We,
upon this Island, (meaning America,) have often spoke and
entreated the King, and his servants the CounseJlors, that
peace and harmony might still continue between us; that
we cannot part with or lose our hold of the old covenant-
chain which united our fathers and tbeirs; that we want to
brighten this chain, and keep the way open, as our fathers
did; that we want to live with them as brothers; labour,
trade, travel abroad, eat and drink in peace. We have often
asked tbem to love us, and live in friendship with us, as
tbeir fathers did with ours."

Page 186, they tell them: " We do not take up the
hatchet, and struggle for bonour or conquest, but to maintain
our civil Constitution and religious principles, the very same
for which 0111'forefathers left their native land and came to
thi~ country."

In addressing the People of Ireland, (page 2m,) after
most pathetically describing the ravages of the Ministerial
Army, tbe burning of Charlestown, and the dep]oraLIB
situation of tbe town of Boston, they declare: "Though
vilified as wanting spirit, we are determined to behave
Eke men; though insulted and abused, we wish for recon-
ciliation; though defamed as seditious, we are ready to'
obey the laws; and though charged with rebellion, will
cheerfuJly bleed in defence of our Sovereign, in a righte--
ous cause. What more can we say? What morc can wc'
offer ?"

Tbus, we find the Congress, through the "hole of their'
proceedings, tjH the time of their adjournment, uniformly
holding up the idea of reconciliation. If we look for tbe'
sentiments of whole Provinces of a much later date, \VB
shall find them still acting upon the same principles. The
Instructions from the Representatives of the People of Penn-
sylvania, (who form one-eighth of the whole Continent,)
expressly direct their Delegates in Congress to keep up a
steady opposition to evcry proposal of separation from Great
Britain.

The Province of Maryland, in COlfvention mct the 7th
day of last December, unanimously resolved, tbat being
deeply aftected with the suspicion entertained by his Ma-
jesty, of these Co]onies designing to establish an independent
Empire, declare that they are" desirous to remove from the
mind of the King an opinion which we feel to be highly in-
jurious to the People of this Province; and in order to mani-
fest to his Majesty, to the Parliament, the people of Great
Britain, and to the wholc world, the rectitude and purity of
our intentions in the present opposition to the measures of
the British Ministry and Parliament, do dceJare, that the
people of this Province, strongly at,tached to the English
Constitution, and truly sensible of tbe blessing they have
derived from it, warmly impressed with sentiments of affec~
tion for and loyalty to the House of Hanover, connected
with the Brit1:sh Nation by the ties of blood and interest,
and being thoroughly convinccd that, to be free subjects of
the King of Great Britain, with all its consequences, is to
be the freest members of any civil society in the known
world, never did, nor do entertain any views or desires of
Independency. That as they consider their union with the
Mother Country, upon tenus that may insure to them a per-
manent freedom as their highest felicity, so would they view
the fatal necessIty of separating from her, as a misfortune
next to the greatest that can befaH them."

In the votes and proceedings of the Assembly of New-
Jersey, held last lVovember, we find that sundry Petitions
against Independency were presented to the House; that
several of the signers were summoned to attend, who, it
seems, had signed the Petition on the report "that" some
men affected Independency." On reading the Petitions a
second time, the House came to the following resolves:

" That reports of Independency, in the apprehension of this
House, are ground]ess; that it be recommended to the De-
legates of the Colony to use tbeir utmost endeavours for the
obtaining a redress of American grievances, and for resto-
ring the union between the Colonies and Great Britain
upon constitutional principles; that the said Delegates be
directed not to give their assent to, but utterly reject any
propositions, if such should be made, that may separate this
Colony fi'om the Mother Country, or change the form of Go-
vernment thereof."

On examining the votes a little further, it should seem
that one of the petitioners, who had been summoned before
the House, had charged one of the. members with support-
ing the doctrine of Independency; in consequence of which
we find the following paragraph, page 20 :

" Mr. . . . . . attending pursuant to the order of the fore-
noon, and, being examined a<;to the words spoken by him
of the member, informed the House that he neither intended
any offence or insult to the HOllse, or any memher of it, and
that he is sorry any member of the House should take it as
an insult upon him; witb which this House being satisfied,
and being of opinion that it appears Mr. . . . . . reaHy
misapprehended the words of the memb8r, and that the
same member is not justly chargeable with such opinions,
do dischargeMr. . . . . . from any furtherattendanceon
the House."

Here we see that the Assemb!y express themselves as if
it were criminal to hold such opinions, by using the words

.
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"not justly chargeable." As to the" holding of opinions,"
I conceive that every man has a right to hold whatever sort
he pleases, so long as he does not insist on obliging other
people to hold the same.

At a Town Meeting held at Portsmouth, New-Hamp-
shire, the 25th of December last, to appoint Delegates to re-
present them in Provincial Congress, we find their senti-
ments fully expressed by an unanimous vote of Instructions
to their Delegates, as follows: "The precept sent to this
town Ii)r the choice of Delegates, mentions our taking up a
form of Government in this Colony. This we conceive to
be a measure .to be entered upon with the greatest caution,
calmness, and deliberation. We are of opinion that the
present times are too unsettled to aornit of perfecting a form
stable and permanent, and that to attpmpt it now wOllld
injure us, by.furnishing our enemies in Great Britain with
arguments to persuade the good people there that we ate
aiming at Independency, which we totally disavO\v. We
should therefore prefer the Government of the Congress tiJI
God, in his providence, shall afford us quieter timps." But
leaving the matter of taking up a form of Government to
their Convention, and recommending an earnest attention to
putting the Province into a posture of defence, they add,
"At the same time, however, that we give you this instruc-
tion, we recommend it to you that, should a plan of accom-
modation be proposed, the completion of which will termi-
nate in an honourable settlement of the present dispute, you
give your assent thereto."

January 5, 1776, a Convention for the Province of New-
Ilampshire met at Exeter, and after reciting the necessity
of assuming a form of Government, :'Ind the power given
them by the Continental Congress for that purpose, as well
as the abdication of the Govemour and Council, they de-
clare that, "for the preservation of peace and good order,
and for the security of the lives and properties of the inhabi-
tants of this Colony, we concei ve ourselves reduced to the
necessity of establishing a form of Government, to continue
during the present unhappy and unnatural contest with Great
Britain, protesting and declaring that we never sought to
throw off our dependance upon Great Britain, but felt our-
selves happy under her protection, whiJst we could enjoy
our constitutional rights and privileges, and that we shall re-
joice if such a reconciliation between us and our Parent
State can be effected, as shall be approved by the Con-
tinental Congress, in whose prudence and wisdom we con-
fide.

Thus, WE' find that a reunion with Great Britain, upon
constitutional principles, has been the favourite object of the
Continental Congress, whose conduct has been steadily
marked with defi:msive movements, and nowhere giving
way to revenge or resentment-passions inconsistent with
the dignity of publick bodies. Though deeply afflicted with
the distresses of their country on every hand, they have
made a redress of grievances, and the protection of Ame-
rica, their only care. Nor can I trace a single step which
inouces me to believe they now wish for Independence.
Till they do, or publish their desires of taking the senti-
ments of the people at large, on this important question, in
such manner as their own wisdom shall direct, every man
will hold himself guiltless in both speaking and writing on
the subject. It is not the subject of a day, that in the morn-
ing blossoms, and at night f..1desto unfold no more; but it is
an event in which millions in future ages are to be deeply
interested. Why, then, would the writers in favour of a total
separation wish to suppress an opposition? If liberty and
happiness has inlisted on the one side, and misery and slavery
on the other, surely it is a truth that may be easily displayed,
and will be shown mOl'e clearly by opposition. On the side
of reconciliation, I find, exclusive of the Continental Con-
gress :

ltlaryland, in Convention met, representing
Pennsylvania, in Assembly met, representing -
New-Jersey, in Assembly met, representing -
J,Vew-Ilampshire, in Con vention met, representing

Inhabitants.
310,174
372,208
161,290
124,069

--
967,741

Which is near one-third of the inhabitants of America. How
many of the other Provinces have expressed their sentiments
on the subject of Independence, I cannot pretend to say;
but surely these are enough to justify any writer or writers

on the Continent, in joining their voices, and to screen them
from the ungenerous eharges of being the corrupt toob of
Government, and having no other vie\\' than" pensions and
titles" for themse]ves and families. Away with all such un-
handsome reflections on party schemes and party views.
Convince me but once that more happiness is to be expected
from Independence than from reconciliation, and instantly I
renounce Great Britain forever.

Some late writers justify personality in publick disputes;
for my part I cannot conceive what persons have to do with
the matter. If a highwayman was to stop my coach on thf
road, and, after taking my purse, was tb tell me I had 10s1
the linchpin fi"Ommy wheel, I should certainly deserve to
be overturned if I neglected to examine into the truth of hi~,
information. So with respect to Independence; I care not
who it is that informS' me of the miseries of a separation, 01'
what may be his views. I shall listen to his talc, and judge
for myself. On the other hand, when the peace, plenty:,
and liberty of Independence are pointL~d out with an the
colours of description, it is no matter to me wheth~r my
director has views of power and dignity for himself or not:;
I shall examine the principles and leave the man; but if,
apart from argument, I should have any preference fi'orn
prejudice, it would be to that side which appeared most
inclined to grant an unlimited indulgence to a freedom of
speech and the fi'cedom of the press; for if glievances should
hereafter arise in the Government I had chosen, such frcc.,
dom would sooner enable me to obtain redress.

SEEK TUUTH.

LETTER lII.-TO CATO.

Gato's partisans may call me furious, I regard it not.
There are men, too, who have not virtue enough to be angi'y:;
ann that crime perhaps is Gato's. He who dares not offi:nd
cannot be honest. Having thus balanced the charge, I pro.,
ceed to Cata's fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh letters, all of
which, as they contain but little matter, I shall dismiss with a~;
little trouble and less formality. Gato's fourth, and the greatest
part of his fifth letter, are constructed on a false meaning:,
uncivilJ y imposed on a passage quoted from COlnlnon Sense j'

and for which the authO!' of that pampplet hath a right to
expect from Cato the usual concessions. I shall quote the
passage entire, witb Cato's additional r;neaning, and the in.,
ferences which he draws therefrom.

lIe introduces it with saying, "In my remarks on the
11arnphlet before me, I shall first consider those arguments
on which he (the author) appears to lay his chief stress;
and these are collected under four heads in his conclusion ;'"
one of which is, "It is the custom of nations when any two
are at war, for some other Powers not engaged in the quar.,
rei, to step in by way of mediators, and bring about the
preliminaries of a peace; but while America calls herself
the subject of Great Britain, no Power, however well-dis.,
posed she may be, can offer her mediation." The meanin2:
contained in this passage is so exceedingly plain, and ex..
pressed in such easy and familiar terms, that it scarcely
admits of being maoe plainer. No one, I think, could have
understood it any otherwise than that, while we continue to
call ollt"selves British subjects, the quarrel between us can
only be called a family quarrel, in which it would be just a~,
indelicate for any other 'nation to advise, or any way to
meddle or make, even with their offers of mediation, as it.
would be for a third person to interfere in a quarrel between
a man and his wife. ~Vhereas, were we to make use of
that natural right \yhich all other nations have done before
us, and erect a Government of our own, independent of al1
the world, the quarrel could then be no longer called a
family quarrel, but a regular war between tbe two Powers
of Britain and America, in the same manner as one carried'
on between England and France; and ill this state of polio
tical separation, the neutral powers might kindly tender their
mediation, (as hath always been the practice,) and bring:
about the preliminaries of a peace. Not a union, Gato;
that is quite another thing. But instead of Cato's taking it
in this easy and natural sense, he flies away on a "'Tong
scent; charges the author with proposing to call in foreign
assistance; and, under this wilful falsehood, raises up a
mighty cry after nothing at all. He begins his wild ann
unintelligible comment in the follO\ving manner: "Is this,"
says he, (meaning the passage already quoted,) "&>ml1lon
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sense, or common nonsense? Surely peace * with Great
Britain cannot be the object of tbis writer, after the hOlTi-
ble character he has given of tbe people of tbat country,
and telling us that reconciliation wIth them would be our
ruin. The latter part of the paragraph seems to cast some
1ight upon tbe former, although it contradicts it; for these
mediators are not to interfere for making' up the quarrel, but
to widen it, by supporting us in a declaration, that we are
not the subjects of Great Britain; a new sort of busioess
tmly for mediators! But this, (continues Cato,) leads us
directly to the main inquiry, what foreign Power is able to
give us this support?" 'What support, Cato? The pas-
sage you have quoted neither says a syllable, nor insinuat~s
a hint about support. It speaks only of neutral Powers III
the neighbourly character of mediators between those wbo
are at war; and says it is the custom of Eu.ropean Courts
to do so. Cato bath already raised Commissioners into Am-
bassadors; but how he could transform mediators into men.
in arms, and mediation into miIitary alliance, is surpassingly
stranfTe. Read the part over again, Cato; if you find I
have

b
charged you wrongfuJly, and will point it out, I will

engage that the author of Common Sense shall ask you par-
don in the publick papers with his name to it; but if the error
be yours, the concession on your part follows as a duty.

Though I am fully persuaded that Cato does not beEeve
one half of what himself has written, he, nevertbeless, takes
'amazing pains to fi'ighten his readers into a belief of the
whole; tells them of foreign troops (which he snpposes we
are going to send for) ra~~aging up and down the ('ountry;
of their" bloody massacres, and unrelenting persecutions,
which would harrow up (says he) the very souls of Protes-
tants and freemen." Were they coming, Cato, (which no one
ever dreamed of but yourself; for, thank God, we want them
not~) it would be impossible for them to exceed, or even to
equal the cmelties practised by the British Army in the
East-Indies; the tying men to the mouths of ('annan and
"blowing them away," was never acted by any but an
Engli.~h General, or approved by any but a British Court.t
Read the proceedings of the Select Committee on Indian
affairs.

From temporal fears Cato proceeds to spiritual ones; and
in a hypocritical panick, asks, "To whose share will Perm-
sylvania fall-that of his most Catholick, or his most Chris-
tian King? I confess, (continues he,) that these questions
stagger me." I don't wonder at it, Cato-I am glad to
hear that some kind of remorse hath overtaken you-that
you begin to feel that you are" heavy laden" -you have
had a long run; and the stoutest heart must fail at last.

Cato, perceiving that the falsehoods in his fOll!'th letter
passed unreproved, ventured boldly on a fifth; in which he
continues enlarging on the same convenient bugbear.

" In
my last, (says he,) some notice was taken of the dangerous
proposition held up by the author of Common Sense for
havin<r recourse to foreign assistance." 'Vhen will Cato
learn "to speak the truth! The assistance which we hope
for from ~Prance, is not armies, (we want thcm not,) but
arms and ammunition. We have already received into this
Province only, near two hundred tons of saltpetre and gun-
powder, besides muskets. Surely we may continue to culti-
vate a useful acquaintance, without such malevolent beings
as Cato raising his barbarous slander thereon. At this time, it
is not only illiberal, but impolitick, and perhaps dangerous,
to be pouring forth such torrents of abuse as his fourth and
fifth letters contain against the only Power that, in articles
of defence, hath supplied our hasty wants. Cato, after ex-
pending near two letters in beating down an idol which
himself only had set up, proudly congratulates himself on
the defeat, and marches off to new exploits, leaving behind
him the following Proclamation: "Having thus (says Cato)
despatched his (the author of Common .~ense's) main argu-
ment for Independence, which he founds on the neces-
sity of calling in foreign assistance, I proceed to examine
some other parts of his work." Not a syllable, Cato, doth
any part of the pamphlet in question say of calling in foreign
assistance, or even forming military alliances. The dream
is wholly your own; and is directly repugnant both to the
letter and spirit of every page in the piece. The idea which

. It is a strange thing that Cato cannot be taught to distinguish be.
tween peace and union.

t Lord Clive, the chief of Eastern plunderers, received the thanks of
the, Parli~ment fur ."Iiis honoura]JIe oon<luct in the East- Inclie8."

Common Sense constantly holds up is, to have nothing to do
with the political aftlirs of Europe. "As Europe, (says the
pamphlet,) is our market for trade, we ought to form no poli-
tical connections with any part of it. It is the true interest
of America to steer clear of all European contentions."
And where it proposes sending a manifesto to fi)reign Courts,
(which it is bigh time to do,) it recommends it only for the
purpose of announcing to them the impossibility of our living
any longer under tbe British Gove.rnment, and of "assuring
slleh Courts of our peaceable dj<,position towards them, and
of our desire of entering into trade. with them." Learn to
be an honest man, Cato, and then thou wilt not be thus ex-
posed. I have been the more particular in detecting Cato
hcre, because it is on this bubble tbat his air-builtbattery
against Independence is raised. A poor foundation indeedl
which even the point of a pin, or a pen if you please, can
demolish with a touch, and bury the formidable Cato beneath
the ruins of a vapour!

From this part of his fifth letter to tlte end of his seventh,
he entirely deserts tbe su~ject of Independence, and sets up
the proud standard of Kings, in preference to a Republican
form of Government. My remarks on this part of the sub-
ject will be general and concise.

In this part of the debate, Cato shelters himself cbiefly in
quotations from other autbors, without reasoning much 011
the matter himself.* In answer to which, I present him with
a string of maxims and reflections, drawn from the nature
of things, without borrowing from anyone. Cato may ob-
serve that I scarcely ever quote; the reason is I always
think. But to return.

Government should always be considered as a matter or
convenience, not of right. The Scripture institutes no par-
ticular form of Government, but it enters a protest against
the Monarchal form; and a negation on one thing, where
two only are offered, and one must be chosen, amounts to
an affirmative on the other. :Monarchal Government was
first set up by the Heathens, and the Almighty permitted it
to the Jews as a punishment. "I gave them a King in mine
anger."-Hosea xiii, II. A Republican form of Govern-
ment is pointed out by nature-Kingly Governments by an
inequality of pmver. In Republican Governments, the
leaders of the people; if improper, are removeable by vote-
Kings only by arms. An unsuccessful vote in the first case
leaves the voter safe; but an unsuccessful attempt in the
latter, is death. Strange tbat that which is our right in the
one should be our ruin in the other-from which reflection
follows this maxim: That that mode of Government in which
our right become; our ruin, cannot be the right one. If all
human nature be corrupt, it is needless to strengthen the cor-
ruption, by establishing a succession of Kings, who, be they
ever so base, are stiJI to be obeyed; for the manners of a
Court will always have an influence over the morals of a
People.

A Republican Government hath more true grandeur in
it than a .Kingly one. On the part of tbe publick, it is
more consistent with fi-eemen to appoint their I1llers than to
have them born; and on the part of those wbo preside,
it is far nobler to be a ruler by the choice of a People, than
a King by the chance of birth. Every honest Delegate is
more than a Monarch. Disorders will unavoidably happen
in all States; but Monarchal Governments are the most sub-
jcct thereto, because the balance hangs uneven. "Nineteen
rebellions and eight civil wars in England since the conquest."
Whatever commotions are produced in Republican State$
are not produced by a Republican spirit, but by those who
seek to extinguish it. A Republican State cannot produce
its own destruction; it can only suffer it. No nation of people,
in their true senses, when seriously reflecting on the rank which
God hath given them, and the reasoning faculties he hath
blessed them with, would ever, of their own consent, give
anyone man a negative pmver over the whole. No man
since the fall hath c\'er been equal to the trust; wherefore it

.The following is an instance of Cala's method of conducting an
argument:

'"
If hereditary succession,' says Common Sense, (meaning

succession of Monarchal Governments,) .did ensure a raee of good and
wise men, it would have the sea] of Divine authority.' Thus we fil1d
him, (says Cato) with his own hand affixing the seal of Heaven to
what be before told us the Devil invented, and the Almighty entered his
protest against."-Cato~s sel'ent" Letta. This is a strange argument
indeed, Cato, or rather, it is no argument at all; for hereditary succession
docs not ensure amce of good al1d wise mel); eanseq uently has nol the
seal of Divine authority_
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is insanity in us to entrust them with it; and in this sense,
all those who have had it have done us right by abusing us
into reason. Nature seems sometimes to laugh at mankind,
by giving them so many fools for Kings; at other times she
punishes their folly by giving them tyrants; but England
must have offended highly to be cursed with both in one.
Rosseau proposed a p]an for establishing a perpetual Euro-
pean peace; which was for every State in Europe to semI
Ambassadors to form a General Council, and when any diffe-
rence happened between any two nations, to refer the matter
to arbitration instead of going to arms. This would be
10rming a kind of European Republick; but the proud and
plundering spirit of Kings hath not peace for its object.
They look not at the good of mankind-they set not out
on tbat plan; and if the history of the creation, and the
history of Kings be compared together, the result will be
this, that God hath made a world, and Kings have robbed
him of it.

But that which sufficiently establishes the Republican
mode of Government, in preference to a King]y one, even
wlwn all other arguments are left out, is this simple truth,
that all men are Republicans by nature, and Royalists only
by fashion. And this is fully proved by that passionate
adoration which all men show to that great and almost only
remaining bulwark of natural rights, Trial by Juries, which
is founded on a pure Republican basis. Here the power
of Kings is shut out. No Royal negative can enter this
Court. The Jury, which is here supreme, is a Republick,
a body of judges chosen from among the People. The
charter which secures this freedom in England was formed,
not in the Senate, hut in the field; and insisted on by the
People, not granted by the Crown. The Crown in that in-
stance granted nothing, but only rcnounced its former tyran-
nies, and bound itself over to its future good behaviour. It
was the compromise by which the wearer of it made his
peace with the People, and the condition on which he was
suffered to reign.

Here ends my reply to all the letters which have at pre-
sent appeared under the signature of Cato, being at this time
seven in number. I have made no particular remarks on his
two last, which tre1ts only of the mode of Government, but
answered to them generally. In one place I observe he
accuses the writer of Common Sense with inconsi5tency, in
having declared, "that no man was a warmer wisber for
reconciliation than himself before the fatal 19th of April,
] 775;" "that is, (says Cato,) reconciliation to Monarchal
Government." To which I reply, tbat war ought to be no
man's wish, neithcr ought any man to perplex a State
already formed, with his private opinions, "the mode of
Government being a proper consideration for those coun-
tries" only, "which have their Governments yet to form."-
Common Sense.

On a review of the ground which I have gone over in
Cato's letters, (exclusive of what I have omitted,) I find
the following material charges against him:

First. He hath accused the Committee with crimes ge-
11erally; stated none, nor proved, nor attempted to prove
any. N. B. The pretence of charging the acts of a body
of men on individuals is too slender to be admitted.*

Secondly. He hath t:'llsely complained to the publick of
the restraint of the Press.

Tbirdly. He hath wickedly asserted that" gleams of re-
conciliation bad latdy broken in upon us;" thereby grossly
deceiving the People.

-
Fourthly. He hath insinuated, as if he wished the publick

to believe, that we had received" the utmost assurance of
having all our grievances redressed, and an ample sec~rity
against any future violation of our just rights."

Fifthly. He batb spread false alarms of calling in foreign
Troops.

Sixthh'. He hatb turned the Scripture into a jest.-Ez.
xxxv.

These falsehoods, if uncontradicted, migbt have passed
for t111ths,and the minds of persons remote from better

. Cato and I differ materially in our opinion of Committee~. I consi.
der them as the only constitutional bodies at present in this Province,
ftnd that for the following reaRon: they were duly electcl] by the people,
ftnd cheerfully and faithfully do the service fur which they were elected.
'fhe House of Assembly were likewise elected by the people, but uo the
business for which they were not elected. Their authority is truly un.
constitutional, being self.creuted. My charge is as It body, and" not as
iudh'iduals.

intelligence, might have been greatly embarrassed thereby.
Let our opinions be what they will; truth, ~s to fact~, sho:Ild
be strictly adhered to. It was tlns affectmg consIderation
tbat drew out the Forester (a perfect volunteer).to the pain-
ful task of writing three long letters, and occasIOned to thl)
publick the trouble of reading them.

Havin<:r, for the present, closed my correspondence with
Cato I ~hall conclude this letter with a well-meant, affec-,
tionate address

To THE PEOPLE.

It is not a time to trifle. Men who know they deserve
nothing from their country, and whose hope is on the arm
that hath sought to enslave ye, may hold out to you, as Cata
hath done, the false light of Reconciliation. There is no such
thing. 'Tis gone! 'tis past! The grave hath parted mi,
and death, in the persons of the slain, hath cut the thread
of life between Britain and America.

Conquest, and not reconciliation, is the pl~n of Britain.
But admittin" even the last hope of the Tones to happen,
which is, thaf our enemies, after a long succession of losses,
wearied and disab]ed, should despairingly throw down theiir
arms and propose a reunion, in that case, what is to be done?
Are defeated and disappointed tyrants to be considered like
mistakC'n and converted friends? Or would it be right to
receive those for governours, who, had they been conquer-
ors, would have hung us up for traitors? Ce~tain~y nOI:.
RC'ject the offer, th~n, and propos.e anothe~; whIch ]s, ~ c
will make peace with you as with enemies; but we WII!
never reunite with you as friends. This effected, and yo
secure to yourselves the pleasing prospect of an eternal
peace. America, remote from all the wrangling world, may
live at ease. Bounded by the ocean, and backed by the
wildemess, what hath she to fear but her God?

Be not deceived. It is not a little that is at stake. Re-
conciliation will not now go down, even if it were offered.
'Tis a dan<:rerous question; for the eyes of all men begin to
open. TI~ere is now no secret in the matter; there ought
to be none. It is a case that concerns every man, and
every "Ian O\1"ht to lay it to heart. He that is here, and he
that was born bhere, are alike concerned. It is needless, too,
to split the business into a thousand parts, and perplex it with
endless and fruitless investigations, in the manner that the
writer signed a Common Man hath done. This unparalJeled
contention of nations is not to be settled like a school-boy's
task of pounds, shilJings, pence, and fractions. That writer,
thourrh he may mean welJ, is strangely below the mark.
For ~he first and great question, and that which involves
every other in it, and fi'om which every other will flow, iis
happiness. Can this Continent be happy under the Go-
vernment of G1"eat Britain or not? Secondly. Can she
be happy under a Government of our own? To live be-
neath the authority of those whom we cannot love, is misery,
slavery, or what name you please. In that case, there will
never be peace. Security will be a thing unknown, be-
cause a treacherous friend in power is the most dangerous
of enemies. The answer to the second question, Can AmC'.
rica be happy under a Government of her own? is short and
simple, viz: as happy as she please. She hath a blank sheH
to write upon. Put it not off too long. >II< .

Painful as the task of speaking the truth must sometimes
be, yet I cannot avoid giving the folJowing hint, because
much, nay, almost everything depends upon it; and that
is a thorou<:rh knowledge of the persons whom we trust. h
is' the duty ~f the publick, at this time, to scrutinize dosel)"
into the conduct of their Committee members, Members of
Assembly, and Delegates in Congress; to know what they
do, and their motives for so doing. Without knowing thi~,
we shall never know who to confide in; but shall constand)'
mistake fi.jends for enemies, and enemies for friends, tin, in
the confusion of persons, we sacrifice the cause. I am led
to this reflection by the following circumstance: that the
gentleman to whom the unwise and arbitrary instructions to
the Deleaates of this Province owe their being, and who
hath best~wed all his power to support them, is said to be
the same person who, when the ships now on the stocb
were wantin<:r timber, refiJsed to sell it, and thus, by prevent-
in" our streggth, to cry OLtt of our insufficiency. But hi,
ho"urof fame is past-he is hastening to his political exit.

THE FORESTER.
. Fqrgctnotth(:helpless.Ilf'1ca7l.
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GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 25, 1776, and referred to Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. J. Auams,
and Mr. Hewes.]

New-York, April 22, 1776.

SIR: I was this day honoured with the receipt of your
favour of the 20th instant. I have now the pleasure to ac-
quaint you that the four regiments designed fix Canada,
embarked yesterday, with a fair wind, for Albany, under the
command of Colonels Greaton, Patterson, Bond, and Poor;
besides which there was a company of Riflemen, a compa-
ny of Artificers, and two Engineers; the whole commanded
by Brigadier-General Thompson.

I have repeatedly mcntioned to the honourable Congress
the distressful situation we are in for want of arms. With
much pains and difficulty I got most of the regiments from
the eastward tolerably well furnished; but find the York re-
giments very badly provided; Colonel Ritzema's has scarcely
any; and yet these men, being inlisted during the war, and
at five dollars per month, ougbt not, in my judgment, to be
discharged, as we find it almost as difficult to get men as
arms. This is a matter of some importance, which I
should be glad to receive the particular opinion of Congress
upon.

Mr. Baldwin is one of the Assistant Enr1ineers ordered
to Canada. He is, indeed, a very usefiJ! ma':t in his depart-
ment, but declined the service on account of his pay, which
he says is inadequate to his support. In order to induce him
to continue, I promised to represent his case to Congress,
and would recommend an increase of his pay, and that he
should have the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, of which he is
very deserving. I beg leave, therefore, to recommend him
to the Congress, and that they would make pl'Ovision for him
accordingly.

A few days ago, application was made to me by the Com-
mittee of Safety fo~ this Colony, for an exchange of pri-
soners; for the partICulars, I beg leave to refer you to their
letter, a copy of which you have enclQsed. As there is a
standing order of Congress, that no sailors or soldiers shall
be exchanged for citizens, I did not incline to comply with
their request without the particular direction of Conrrress.
But I have been since informed that the prisoners (~len-
tioned in the Committee's letter as citizens) are really sea-
mcn, taken from private vessels, but not in arms. How far
this may alter the case, or how far the reasons which in-
duced the Congress to pass the resolve above-mentioned
may still exist, must be left to their determination.

The Militia which, on my application, were ordered to
this place, to keep possession until I should arrive with the
Continental forces, were obliged to return home without
their pay, as there was not then money sufficient in the
Treasury for that purpose, and to answer the exitrencies of
the Army. This occasi?ned great uneasiness am~ng; them,
and may be attended wIth very bad consequences, 111case
we should have occasion for their service on any future
e~.ergency. . I therefore b~g the Con~ress would make pro-
VISiOnfor theIr pay, and pomt out partJcularly whether it is to
be done by the commander of the Continental forces, or by
the Provincial Assemblies or Conventions £1'omwhence they
are sent.

As the time for which the Riflemen inlisted will expire
on the 1st of July next, and as the loss of such a valuable
3?d brave body of ~e~ will be of gr:at injury to the ser-
VIce, I would snbmJt It to the consIderation of ConfJress
whether it would not be best to adopt some method to in~
duce them to continue. They are, indeed, a very useful
corps; but I need not mention this, as their importance is
already well known to the Congress. It is necessary they
should pay an ~arly attention to this matter, as we know,
from past experIence, that men are very slow in reinlisting.

When [ had the honour of seeing Admiral Hopkins at
New-London, he represented to me the weak state of his
tIeet, occasioned by sickness and the damaae he received in
his engagement with the enemy, and requested I would
spare him two hundred men, to assist him in a design he
had formed" of attacking Wallace. This I readily consented
to, and the men are to be returned as soon as the service is
performed.

I wish it was in my power, at present, to fiHnish General
Lee with the companies of Artillery he' desires. I have
already sent two companies to Quebeck, and I have not yet
been able to procure a return of those that are here. I ex-

pect Colonel Knox every moment, and shaH then be able
to determine whether any can be spared fi'om hence. Blan-
kets we are in great want of ourselves, and it was with great
difficulty a few could be procurcd for the Riflemen that werc
ordered for Canflda.

I enclose you Mr. Winthrop'"~ receipt for two hundred
thousand dollars, brought some time ago from Philadelphia
by Major Sherburne, which you will please to deliver to the
Continental Treasurers.

On my arrival here I found that Mr. Livingston had
been appointed by the Provincial Congress a Commissary,
to furnish the Continental troops stationed in this city with
provisions. I suppose this was done because there was no
Continental Commissary then on the spot. Mr. Livingston
still claims a right of furnishing all the troops but those lately
arrived from Cambrid[!e. Mr. Trumbull is now here; and
as I consider him as the principal in that office, I should be
glad to know whether any part of the Continental troops is
to be furnished by any other tban their Commissary-Gene-
ral. I must needs say, that to me it appears vcry rnconsis-
tent, and must create great confusion in tbe account,;, as
well as in the contracts. I intended to have laid before
Congress the amount of the rations as supplied by Colonel
Tru:mbnll and Mr. Livingston, and called upon those gen-
tlemen to furnish me with a separate estimate for that pur-
pose. Colonel Trumbull has given me his, by which it ap-
pears he supplies the troops at eight and one-third pence
per ration. 1 ba\'e not yet received any from Mr. Livin[!-
ston, but am informed his contract is at ten and a half penc'e.
The diffcrence is immense, as it will amount to no less than
two hundred pounds per day, for twenty thousand men It
is, indeed, to be considered, that Mr. Livingston's contract
is including every other charge; and that to Mr. Trumbull's
must be added store-hire, clerks, and every other contingent
expense; but even then it will not amount to so much as
Mr. Livingston's by a penny per ration, which in the gross
will be something very considerable. I thought it my duty,
without prejudice or partiality, to state the matter fairly to
Congress, that they might take such order upon it as to
them shall seem necessary. I cannot, however,in justice
to Mr. Trumbull, help adding, that he has been indefatigable
in supplying the Army, and I believe, from his connections
in New-England, is able to do it on as good terms as any
person in America.

The severa] matters contained in the foregoing, I must
beg the early attention of Congress to, and that 1 may be
favoured with an answer as soon as possible.

I have the honour to be, most respectfully, sir, your most
obedient servant ,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To the Honourable John IIancQclc, Esq.

New-York, April 17,1776.

SIR: The Committee of Safety of this Colony have been
requested to apply to your Excellency to obtain a release of
seven citizens, now detained on board the ships Phenix and
Asia as prisoners. They are well informed an exchanO"e
may be effected, if your Excellency would he pleased to
give them the benefit of a number of your prisoners of equal
rank. Should either of the ships depart with the prisoners
on board, their respective families must labour under addi-
tional misfortunes. Some of them have been detained a long
time. The Committee enclose a list of their names, an~1

beg leave to assure you that they are, with the greatest
esteem, your Excellency's most humble servants.

By order of the Committee:
-WILLIAM PAULDING. Chm:rman.

To His Excellency General Trashington.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Heau-Quarters, New-York, April 20, 1776.

(1"'01., lTnrtlty ) (C IlIoter.lgn, Ntu","am.)

The General is much surprised that, notwithstanding the
order of the 14th instant, he is without those returns he then
called for. He again repeats the order, and once for all
requests that he may not, in future, have occasion to issue
two orders to the same purpose. Returns from every corps
are to. be made regularly, at OrderJy time, every Saturday.

James Henry, Sergeant, Samuel Smith, Sergeant, John
:McKenney, Corporal, and Richard Taylor, Matross, belong-
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ing to the Company of Artillery commanded by Captain
1lamilton, tried at a late General Court-Martial, whereof
Colonel ,,",'tark was Presiuent, for" mutiny:" The Court
find the prisoners, James IIenry and John .McKenney, guilty.
of the charge, and therefore sentence James Henry to be re-
duced to the ranks, and mulcted one month's pay; and John
McKenney to be reduced to a j\Iatross, and to he imprisoned
a fOltnight. The Court finding Samnel Smith and Richard
Taylor guilty of disobedience of orders, sentence them to
be. reprimanded by the Captain, at the head of the com-
pany.

The General approves the proceedings of the above Court-
:l\'Iartial, and orders that Sergeant James Henry and Corporal
John ltlcKenney, as they have not paid fiu' their clothing, be
stripped, and discharged the company; and the sentence
of the Court-Martial upon Sergeant Snl1'th and Richard
'Taylor, to be executed to-morrow morning, at Guard-
mounting.

Lawrence Perguson, tried by the above Court-Martial for
"striking Lieutenant Johnson," is found guilty by the Court,
and sentenced to receive twenty lashes on his bare back.
The General approves the sentence, and orders the execu-
tion of it to-morrow morning, at Guard-mounting.

Head-Quarters, N ew- York, April 21, 1776.

(Parole, Rockingham.) (Countersii,'11, Grafton.)

Hcad-Quarters, New-York, April 22,1776.
(Parole, Richmand.) (Coun{'~rslgl\ Com£ag)

For the future, all prisoners confined for crimes, for which
they arc to be tried by a General Court-Martial, are to be
sent to the Provost-Marshal, (CaptainlJloroney,) who has a
Guard appointed to secure them; and all prisoners, confined
in any Guard for offences that come under the cognizance
of a Regimental Court-Martial, are to be sent to the Bar-
rack Gu~rd of the Regiment tbey belong to.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GENERAL WARD.

New-Yorl" April 22,1776.

StR: I am commanded by his Excellency to acknowledge
the receipt of your £1Vour of th, 12th instant, and to inform
you that it is .not in his power, at this time, to forward the
supply of cash yon ask for, having found and received bere
a much smaller sum, in proportion to your demands, than
what he left for your department, which he boped would
have been equal to every present claim. But if not, his
Excellency apprehends that no great inconvenience can
arise to the regiments stationed in and about Boston, to
wait a Jittle time for pay for March, untiJ money can be sent
for that purpose. If they should be in great want, and very
importunate, he doubts not but the honourable General Comt
will, on your application, lend a su~cient sum to pay them,
on promise of repayment when money comes to band.

In a letter his Excellency received from Congress, of the
6th of ltlarch, they mention five and a half tons of powder
to have been sent him the day before, and that it would
be followed in a day or two after by ten tons more. Five
tons having only arrived before his departure from Cam-
bridge, he desires you will inform him whether any more
has come since he left it, and what quantity, having heard
nothing more of the ten tons, save that a small part of it
was stopped on the road.

His Excellency requests your most careful attention to
tbe works necessary for the defence of Boston; and is hope-
ful that, ere now, they are so strona and far advanced as to
render tbe town entirely secure. He wishes you to favour
him with every interesting occurrence from time to time,
and by the earliest opportunities.-

The enclosed warrant is for Daniel Rogers, Esq., which
you wilJ please to deliver him.

1 am, sir, your most bumble servant,
ROBERT H. HARIUSON,Aid-de-Camp.

To l\I:00r-Genel'allYal'd, Boston.

ml,BERT LIVINGSTON TO NEW-YORK CO!\'!~IITTEE OF SAFETY.

Fort Montgomery, April 22, 1776.

Sm: The bearer hereof, 1\Jr. ~~Iarshall, (one of the gen-
tlemen recommended by the Dutchess County Committee
for one of Captain Billings's Lieutenants,) wants to take a

copy of the muster-roll of that part of Captain Billings's
Company that I mustered. I have been obliged to mus-
ter part of Captain Swartwout's Company. The roll goes
down by this conveyance. I wish that Colonel Palmer, or
the commanding officer here, or some particular person, was
appointed to muster the men as they arrive, as I conceive it
irregular for me to do it. But there seems to be a nece~,-
sity, at present, for some one to undertake the busines:;,
even without an order. Should be glad you would give him.
a copy, or let him take it himself.

1 am, sir, your very humble servant,
GILBERT LIVINGSTON.

To John McKesson, Esq.

CAPTAIN BILLINGS TO l'EW-YORK comnTTEE OF SAFETY.

Fort Mpntgomery, April 22, 1"f76.

GENTLEMEN: Your order of the 13th ultimo came to
hand. In compliance to the same, sent one of my Ser-
geants immediately to the County, and to two of the Precinct
Committees in Dutchess, with a copy of what I received
from Congress, requesting their assistance, with as much
despatch as possible, and acquainting them that I had but
seven guns, and about forty blankets, which I had (with
difficulty) purchased in the country. I have written to
Colonel Ritzema, desiring to know whether 1 am to move
before I get supplied. 'Ve have one battery finished, ex-
cepting the floor, and are now employed in cutting and
making fascines. Garrison sickly. I send enclosed the rp-
turn I received from the County Committee, respecting my
subalterns, and shall be obliged by an answer to the same,
as well as that resp'ectin¥ the two gu~s found in the barn on
my passage from New-l ork. Mean tnne, I am, gentlemen,
your most obedient, humble servant,

ANDREW BILLINGS.

To the Chaim1an of the Committee of Safety, New- York.

ADlIlIRAL HOPKINS TO JOHN JENCKES.

New-London, April 22,1776.

SIR: Captain Allen Brown is here yet with your sloop,
and without the coast is clear, I advise him to stay until he
can bc certain of getting round; but if you want to sell the
molasses, I hear it will fetch three-eighths at New- York,
where she may go safe, and perhaps be more for your ad-
vantage than her coming home. Your son is hearty, and
behaves extremely well since he came on board our ship.

I am your friend at command, E HJ ",SECK OPKINS.

To John Jenckes, Esq., at Providence.

DOCTOR MORGAN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Cambridge, April 22, 1776.

SIR: I take this opportunity to inform your Excellency
that I am constantly employed in collecting and forwarding
the Hospital stores to New- York, and in executing your
orders relati.ve to the drugs and medicines, &c., left in the
Ministerial Hospital, and Messrs. Perkins and Gardner's
shops, at Boston; of which I have given a more minule
detail in my letters to General Gates, that I might not he
troublesome in taking up more of your Excellency's time
than necessary.

I have, and am collecting a noble store of medicines ~:)r
the ensuing campaign; and I hope to leave no room ~Dr
complaint of any scarcity or want of either medicines, beds,
blankets, or other hospital stores for the Army; having
got a sufficient supply (except of a few capital articles,
which I hope to procure from PhiladelpAia) of medicinES,
for a year to come, or more, with fifteen hundred additional
blank~ts and rugs, as many beds and pillows, &c., by the
care and attention of my Steward and Quartermaster of the
Hospital, Mr. Carnes, who has spared no pains in executing
my orders, in collecting them from BostlJn, and in washing
and fitting them for use.

The sick in the several Hospitals are reduced to about
eighty. I hope in ten or twelve days, or at least within a
fortnight, to have managed in such a manner as to discharge
them all, and to break up the Hospitals entirely. I have
sent off about twenty-six wagons already for Neu:- York,
with hospital stores, always accompanied with some of tbe
lVlates of the Hospital to take charge of them. I flatter
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their forefathers of England, and, casting off the Proprietary
authority, called upon the House of Brunswick to rule over

.
diem-a House elevated to Royal dominion for no other
purpose than to preserve to a People their unalienable
rights. The King accepted the invitation, and thereby in-
disputably admitted the legality of tbat Revolution. And
in so doing, by his own act, he vested in those our [ore-'
filthers, and us their posterity, a clear right to effect another
revolution, if ever the government of the House of Bruns-
wick should operate to the ruin of the People. So the
excellent Roman Emperor, 1'raJan, delivered a sword to'
Saburanus, his Captain of the Pra;torian Guard, with this
admired sentence: "Receive this sword, and use it to defend
me if I govern well, but against me if I behave ill."

'With joyful acclamations our ancestors, by act of Assem-
b]y, passed on the 18th day of August, 1721, recQgnised
the British Monarch. The virtues of the second George
are still revered among us; he was the father of his Peo-,
pie; and it was with ecstasy we saw his grandson, George

JUDGE DRAYTON'S CHARGE TO THE GRANDJURY OF the Third, mount the throne, possessed of the)learts of his

CHARLESTOWN,SOUTH-CAROLINA. subjects.
But alas! almost with the COmmencement of his reign,.

At an adjournment of the Court of General Sessions of the
his subjects felt causes to complain of Government. The

Peace, Oyer and Terminer, Assize and General Jail. h
.

dreIgn advanced-t e gnevances became more numerous anDelivery, held at CHARLESTOWN,for the District of intolerable-the complaints more general and loud-theCHARLESTOWN,on TUESDAY,the 23d day of APRIL,
' h I E
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d b. twoe mplre resoun e WIt] t e crIes of mjure su ~ects .1776, berore the I-Ionourable 'WILLIAM HENRY DRAY- .
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J' At length; grIevances emg unre resse and ever Increasmg j
TO .,.T, E'-g., Ch'"eifJustice, and hi.~ A ssociates, Justices 01' II

.
b

.
b d I] I d d II

,,~ ,
'.f a patIence cmg orne own; a lope estroye ; a con-,

the Colony of SOUTH-CAROLINA. fidence in Royal Government blasted; behold! the Empire
THE CHARGETO THE GRANDJURY. is rent fi:om pole to pole! perhaps to eontinue asunder for-

GENTLEMEN OF THE GRAND JURY: 'When, by evil ma- ever.
chinations tending to nothing less than absolute tyranny, The catalogue of our oppressions, Continental and lotal,
trials by jury have been discontinued, and juries, in dis- is enormous. Of such oppressions I will mention only some
charge of their duty, have assembled, and, as soon as met, of the most weighty.
as silently and arbitrarily dismissed without being empannel- Under color of law, the King and Parliament of Gr/Cat
led, whereby, in contempt of Magna Charta, justice has been Britain have made the most arbitrary attempts to enslave
delayed and denied; it cannot but afford to every good citi- America: ,

zen the most sincere satisfaction once more to see juries, as By claiming a right to bind the Colonies" in all cases
they now are, legally empannelled, to the end that the laws whatsoever ;"
may be duly administered: I do most heartily congratulate By laying duties at their mcre will and pleasure upon all
you upon so important an event. the Colonies; ,

In this Court, where silence has but too long presided, By suspending the Legislature of Ncw- YorJc ;
with a direct purpose to loosen the bands of Government, By rendering the American Charters of no validity, ha ving
that this country might be involved in anarchy and confu- annulled the most material parts of the Charter of the ~Massa-
sion, you are now met to regulate your verdicts, under a chusctts-Bay;
new Constitution of Government, independent of Royal By divesting multitudes of the Colonists of their property,
authority-a Constitution which aIOseaccording to the great without legal accusation or trial j
law of nature and of nations, and which was established in the By depriving whole Colonies of the l..ounty of Provi-
late Congress, on the 26th of lYlarch last-a day that will dence, on their own proper coasts, in order_ to coerce them
be ever memorable in this country-a month remarkable by famine;
in our history,forhaving givenbirth to the originalConsti- By restrictingthe trade and commerce of America;
tlltion of our Government, in the year 1669; for being the By sending to, and continuing in America, in time of
era of the American ealamities, by the Stamp Act, in the peace, an armed. forc~ without and against the consent of
year li6:5; for being the date of the repeal of that act, in the People;
the following year; and for the conclusion of the famous By granting impunity to a Soldiery instigated to murder
siege of Boston, when the American arms compelled Ge- the Americans;
neralIlowe-a Generalof the firstreputationin the British By declaringthat the People of lYlassachusetts-Bayare
service, wiih the largest, best disciplined, and best provided liable, for offences, or pretended offences, done in that Co-
Army in that service, supported by a formidablefleet-so pre- lony, to be sent to, and tried for the same in England, or
cipitatcly to abandon the most impregnable fortifications in in any Colony where they cannot have the benefit of a jury
America, as that he left behind him a great part of the bed- of the vicinage j

ding, military stores, and cannon of the Army. And for so By establishing in Quebeck the Roman Catholic7c Reli-
many important events is the month of March remarkable gion, and an arbitrary Government; instead of the Protes-
in our annals. But I proceed to lay before you the princi- tant Religion and a free Government.
pal causes !eading to the late revolution of our Government, And thus America saw it demonstrated. that no £lith
the law upon the point, and the benefits resulting from that ought to be put in a Royal Proclamation; for I must ob-
happy and necessary establishment. The importance of the serve to you that, in the year li63, by such a proclamation,
transaction deserves such a state, the occasion demands, and people were invited to settle in Canada, and were assured
our future welfare requires it. To do this may take up some of a legislative representation, the benefit of the common
little time; but the suhject is of the highest moment, and law of England, and a free Government. It is a misfortune
worthy of your particular attention. I wilJ, therefore, con- to the publick, that this is not the only instance of the ineffi-
fine my discourse to that great point; and, after charging cacy of a Royal Proclamation. However, having given
you to attend to the due observance of the Jury law, and you one instance of a failure of Royal faith in the Northern
the Patrol and Negro acts, forbearing to mention the other extremity of this abused Continent, let it suffice that I direct
common duties of a Grand Jury, I wi]] expound to you the your attention to the Southern extremity; respecting which,
Constitution of your country. the same particulars were, in the same manner promised,

The House of Brnnswic7c was yet scarcely settled in the but the deceived inhabitants of St. Augustine are left, by
British throne, to which it had been called by a free Peo- their Grand Jury, in vain to complain and lament.to the
pie, when, in the year 17]9, our ancestors in this country, world, and yet scarcely permitted to exercise even that pri-
finding that the Government of the Lords Proprietors opera- vilege distinguishing the miserable, that Royal [;lith is not
ted to their ruin, exercised the rights transmitted to them hy kept with them.
.
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myself, with tbe number already gone DoctQr Foster will
be capable of managing the concerns of the Hospital at
j\,rew-York so weJl that the sick will not suffer. The rest
of the gentlemen in this department wiJl :;,hOl'tlyfoHow, with
the remainder of the stores, and I expect in a few days after to
join them. To-morrow I purpose to set out for Portsmouth,
to learn whether tbere are any tidings of the ten packages
of medicines formerly mentioned to be in the prize carried
in there, that nothing of so great value may be lost for want
of looking after. If: on my way to New- York, your Ex-
cellency has any orders for me, 1 shaH, agreeable to my in-
structions, expect to meet them at Norwich.

From a sense of my duty, I have troubled your Excel-
lency with an account of my proceedings; and remain, your
Excellency's most obedient and very humble servant,

.JOHN MORGAN.

To His ExceHency General Washington.
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The proceedings which I have enumerated, either imme-
'diately or in their evident consequences, deeply aftected all
the Colonies; ruin stared them in the face. They united
their counsels, and laid their just complaints before the
'Throne, praying a redress of grievances. But, to their as-
tonishment, their dutiful petition for peace and safety was
.answered only by an actual commencement of war and
military destruction!

In the mean time the British troops, that had been peace-
ably received by the devoted inhabitants of Boston as the
troops of their Sovereign bound to protect them, fortified
that town, to imprison the inhabitants, and to hold that capi-
tal against the people to whom it belonged. And the
British rulers, having determined to appeal from reason and
justice to violence and arms, a select body of those troops,
being. in the night suddenly and privately marched from
Boston, at Lexington, on the 19th day of April, 1775, they
by surprise drew the sword of civil war, and plunged it into
the breasts of the American~! Against this horrid injustice
the Almighty gave instant judgrnent-a handful of country
:Militia, badly armed, suddenly collected, and Ul1connectedly
and irregularly brought up to repel the attack, discomfited
the regular bands of tyranny; they retreated, and night saved
Ihem from total slaughter.

Thus forced to take up arms in our own defence, Ame-
rI~a yet again most dutifully petitioned the King, that he
would" be pleased to direct some mode by which the uni-
ted applications of his faithful Colonists to the Throne, in
presence of their common councils, might be improved into
a happy and permanent reconciliation; and that, in the mean
time, measures might be taken for preventing the further
destruetion of the Jives of his Majesty's subjects;" but it
was in vain! The petition on the part of millions, praying
that the effusion of blood might be stayed, was not thought
worthy of an answer! The nefarious war continued. The
ruins of Charlestown, Falmouth, and N01folk, (towns not
constructed for offence or defence,) mark the humane pro-
gress of the Royal arms. So the ruins of Carthage, Co-
rinth, and Numantium, proclaimed to the world that justice
was expelled the Roman Senate! On the other hand, the
fortitude with which America has endured these civil and
military outrages; the union of her people, as astonishing
as unprecedented, when we consider their various manners
and religious tenets, their distance from each other, their
various and clashing local interests, their self-denial, and
their miraculous success in the prosecution of the war-l
say, these things all demonstrate that the Lord of Hosts is
on our side. So it is apparent, that the Almighty construc-
tor of the univ~se, having formed this Contin(>nt of mate-
rials to compose a State pre-eminent in the world, is now
making use of the tyranny of the British rulers as an in-
strument to fashion and arrange those materials for the end
for which, in his wisdom, he had formed tllem.

In this enlightened age humanity must be particularly
shocked at a recital of such violences. And it is scarce
to be believed, that the British tyranny could entertain an
idea of proceeding against America by a train of more dis-
honourable machinations. But nothing less than absolute
proof has convinced us that, in carrying on the conspiracy
against the rights of humanity, the tyranny is capable of
attempting to perpetrate whatever is infamous.

For the little purpose of disarming the imprisoned inhabi-
tants of Boston, the King's General, Gage, in the face of day,
vIolated the publick faith, by himself p]ighted; and in con-
cert with other Governours, and with John Stuart, he made
every attempt to instigate the Savage nations to war upon the
Southern Colonies, indiscriminately to massacre man, woman,
and child. The Governours in general have demonstrated
that truth is not in them; they have inveigled Negroes from,
and ha ve armed them against their masters; they ha ve anned
brother against brother, son against father. Oh! Almighty
Director of the universe! what confidence can be put in
a Government ruling by such engines, and upon such prin-
ciples of unnatural destruction. A Government that, upon
the 21st day of December last, made a law, ex post facto,
to justify "..hat had been done, not only without law, but in
its nature unjust-a law to make prize of all vessels trading
in, to, or from the United Colonies-a law to make slaves
of the crews of such vessels, and to compel them to bear
arms against their conscience, their £1thers, their bleeding

,country. The world, so old as it is, heretofore had never

heard of so atrocious a procedure. It has no parallel in the
registers of tyranny. BUt to proceed.

The King's judges in this country refused to administer
justice; and the ]ate Governolir, Lord William Campbell,
acting as the King's representative for him, and on his be-
half, having endeavoured to subvert the Constitution of this
country, by breaking the original contract between King
and People, attacking the People by force of arms; ha ring
violated the fundamental laws ; having canied off the great
seal, and having withdrawn himself out of this Colony, Iw
abdicated the Government.

Oppressed by sllch a variety of enormous injuries, Conti-
nental and local, civil and military, and by divers other arbi-
trary and illegal courses--all done and perpetrated by the
assent, cOlllmand, or suficrence, of the King of Gl'eat 13ri-
tahz, the Representatives of South- Cm'olina, in Congress
assembled, found themselves under an unavoidable neces-
sity of establishing a form of Government, with powers
legislative, executive, and judicial, for the good of the Peo-
ple-tlm origin and great end of all just Government. For
this only end, the House of Brunswick was called to rule
over us. Oh! agonizing reflection! that House ruled us
witb swords, fire, and bayonets. The British Government
operated only to our destruction. Nature clied aloud, self~
preservation is the great law; we have but obeyed.

If I turn my thoughts to recolJeet in history a change of
Government upon more cogent reasons, 1 say I know of no
change upon principles so provoking--compelJing-justifi-
able. And in these respects, even the famous Revolution
in England, in the year 1688, is much inferior. However,
we need no better authority than that illustrious precedent;
and I will therefore compare the causes of, and the law upon
the two events.

On the 7th of February, 1688, the Lords and Common!;
of England, in Convention, completed the following Resoln..
tion:

"Resolved, That King James the Second, having endea..
voured to subvert the Constitution of the Kingdom, by
breaking the original contract between King and People;
and, by the advice of Jesuits and other wicked persons,
having violated the fundamental laws, and having with..
drawn himself out of this Kingdom, has abdicated the Go-.
vernment, and that the Throne is thereby vacant."

That famous Resolution deprived James of his Crown, and
beeame the foundation on which the Throne of the present
King of Great Britain is built; it also supports the edifice
of Government which we have erected.

In that resolve there are but three facts stated to have
been done by James. I will point them out, and examine
whether those facts will apply to the present King of Great
Britain, with regard to the operations of Government, by
him or his Representative, immediately, or by consequence
affi>cting this Colony.

The first fact is, the having endeavoured to subvert the
Constitution of the Kingdom, by breaking the original con..
tract.

The violation of the fundamental laws is the second fact :;
and in support of these two charges, the Lords Spiritual and.
Temporal and Commons, assembled at Westminster, on thE:
12th day of February, 1688, declared that James was
guilty:

"By assuming and exercising a power of dispensing with,.
and suspending of Laws, and the execution of Laws, withoul
consent of Parliamcnt ; .

"By committing and prosecuting divers worthy Prelates,
for humbly petitioning to be excused from concurring to the
said assumed power;

"
By issuing and causing to be executed a Commission"

under the great seal, for erecting a Court, caIled the Courl.
of Commissioners for Ecclesiastical Causes;

"By levying Money for, and to the use of the Crown,
by pretence of prerogative, for other time, and in othel'
manner than the same was granted by Parliament;

"
By raising and keeping a Standing Army \vithin this

Kingdom in time of peace, without consent of Parliament,
and quartering Soldiers contrary to law;

"
By causing sevcral good subjects, being Protestants, to

be disarmed, at the same time when Papists were both
armed and employed contrary to law;

"
By violating the freedom of election of Members to

sen-e in Parliament;
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"
:dy prosecutions in the Court of King's Bench, for mat- ed due protection to the People. Wherefore, if James the

ters and causes cognizable only in Parliament; and by Second broke the original contract, it is undeniable that
divers other arbitrary and illegal courses." George the Third has also broken the original contract be-'

This declaration, thus containing two points of crimina- tween King and People; and that he made use of the most
lity-breach of the original contract, and violation of fun- violent measures by which it could be done-violences of
damentallaws-I am to distinguish one from the other. which James was guiltless-measures carrying conAagration,

In the first place, then, it is laid down in the best law au- massacre, and open war, amidst a peopJe whose subjection
thorities, that protection al1d subjection are reciprocal; and to the King of Great Britain the law bolds to be due only
that these reciprocal duties form the original contract between as a return for protection. And so tenacious and clear is.
King and People. It therefore follows, that the original the law upon this very principle, that it is laid down, sub-
contract was broken by James's conduct, as above stated, jection is not due even to a King de jure, or of right, unless
which amounted to a not affording due protection to his he be also King de facto, or in possession of the Executive
People. And it is as clear that h~ violated the fundamen- powers dispensing protection.
tal laws, by the suspending of laws, and the execution of Again: The third fact charged against James is, that he
laws; by levying money; by yioJating the freedom of elec- withdrew himself out of the Kingdom. And we know that
tion of members to serve in Parliament; by keeping a the people of this country have declared that Lord TVil-
Standing Army in time of peace; and by quartering so]- liam Campbell, the King of Great Britain's Representative,
diers contrary to law, and without consent of Parliament; "having used his utmost efforts to destroy the Jives, Jiber-
which is as much as to say, that he did those things without ties, and properties of the good people bere, whom, by thQ
consent of the Legislative Assembly chosen by the personal duty of his station, he was bound to protect, withdrew him-
election of that People over whom such doings \yere exer- self out of the Colony." Hence it will appear that George
cised. the Third hath withdrawn himself out of this Colony, pro-

These points, reasonings, and conclusions, being settled vided it be established tbat exactly the same natural C0I1S0-
in, deduced from, and established upon Parliamentary pro- quence resulted fi'om the withdrawing in each case respec-
ceedings, and the best law authorities, must ever remain tively-King James personally out of Lngland, and King
unshaken. I am now to undertake the disagreeable task of Geor..lJeout of Carolina, by the agency of his substitute and
examining whether they will apply to the violences which representative, Lord William Campbell. By King James's
have lighted up, and now feed the flames of civil war in withdrawing, the Executive Magistr:'lte was gone; thereby,
America. in the eye of the law, the Executive Magistrate was dead,

James the Second suspended the operations of laws: and, of consequence, Royal Government actuaJly ceased in
George the Third caused the Charter of the 'frlassachusetts- England; so by King George's Representative's withdraw-
Bay to be in effect annihilated; he suspended the operation ing, the Executive Magistrate was gone, the death in la\v
of the law which formed a Legislature in New- York, vesting became apparent, and, of consequence, Royal. Governmcnt
it with adequate powers; and thereby he caused the very actually ceased in this Colony. Lord William withdrew as
ability of making laws in that Colony to be suspended. the King's Representative, carrying off the great seal and

King James levied money without the consent of the Re- Royal Instructions to Governours; and acting for and on
presentatives of the People called upon to pay it: King the part of his principal, by every construction of law that
George has levied money UP01)America, not only without, conduct became the conduct of his principal; and thus,
but expressly against the consent of the Representatives of James the Second withdrew out of En!Jland, and George
the People in America. the Third withdrew out of South- Carolma ; and by such a.

King James violated the freedom of election of Members conduct, respecti,,-e]y, the People in each country were ex-
to serve in ParJiament: King George, by his Representative, actly in the same degree injured.
Lord Hizlliam Campbell, acting for him and on his behalf, The three facts against King James being thus stated and
broke through a fundamental law of this country, for the compared with similar proceedings by King George, we arc
certain holding of General Assemblies; and thereby, as far now to ascertain the result of the injuries done by the first,
as in him lay, not only vioJated, but annihilated the very and the law upon that point; which, being ascertained, must
ability of holding a General Assembly. naturally constitute the judgment in law, upon the resuJt of

King James in time of peace kept a Standing Army in the similar injuries done by the last. And I am happy
England, without consent of ~he Representatives of the Peo- that I can give you the best authority upon this important
pIe among whom that army was kept: King George hath point.
in time of peace invaded this Continent with a Jarge Stand- Treating upon this great precedent in constitutional hiw,
ing Army, without the consent, and he hath kept it within this the Jearned Judge Blackston{3 declares, that the result of the
Continent expressly against the consent of the Representa- facts" amounted to an abdication of the Governmf'Dt;
tives of the People among whom that army is posted. which abdication did not only affect the person of the King

An which doings by King George the Third, respecting himself, but, also, all his heirs, and rendered the throne ab-
America, are as much contrary to our interests and welfare; solutely and completely vacant."
as much against law, and tend as much, at least, to subvert Thus it clearly appears that the Government was not ab-
and e)(.tirpate the liberties of this Colony, and of America, dicated, and the throne vacated, by the resolution of the
as the similar proceedings by James the Second operated Lords and Commons; but that the resolution was only de-
respecting the People of England. For the same principle cJaratory of the law of nature and reason, upon the resuJt
of law, touching the premises, equaHy applies to the People of the injuries proceeding from the three combined facts of
of England in the one case, and to the People of America in mal-administration. And thus, as I have, on the foot of the
the other; and this is the great principle: Certain acts done best of authorities, made it evident that George the Third,
over and affecting a People, against and without their consent King of Great Britain, has endeavoured to subvert the Con-
expressed by themsch-es, or by Representatives of their own stitution of this country, by breaking the original contract
election. Upon this only principle was grounded the com- between King and People; hy the advice of wicked persons
plaints of the People of Ellf{land; upon the same is ground- has violated the f\1ndamentallaws, and has withdrawn him-
ed the complaints of the People of America. And hence self, by withdrawing the constitutional benefits of the Kipgly
it clearly fonows, that if James the Second violated the office and his protection out of this country,-from such a
fundamental laws of England, George the Third hath also result of injuries, from such a conjuncture of circumstanees,
viQlated the fundamental laws of America. the law of the land authorizes me to dedare, and it is my

Again: King James broke the original contract by not duty boldly to declare the law, that George the Third, Kiner
affording due proteetion to his su~jects, although he was not of Great Britain, has abdicated the Government, and that
charged with ha\'ing seized their towns, and with having the throne is thereby vaeant; that is, he has no authority
held them against the people; or with having laid them in over us, and we owe no obedience to him. The British
ruins by his arms; or with having seized their vessels; or Ministers already have presented a charge of mine to the
with having pursued the people with fire and sword; or notice of the Lords and Commons in Parliament; and I
with having declared them Rebels, for resisting his arms am nothing loth that they take equal resentment aO"ainst this
levelled to destroy their Jives, liberties, and propertil's. But charge; for, supported by the fundamental laws of the Con-
George the Third bath done all these things against A7Ile- stitution, and engaged as 1 am in the cause of virtue, I fear
rica.: and it is therefore undeniable that he hath not afford- no consequences from their machinations.

..
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Thus having, stated the principal causes of our last Re\'o-
lution, it is as clear as the sun in meridian that George the
Third has injured the Americans at least as grievously as
James the Second injured the Peoplc of England; but tbat
.James did not oppress these in so criminal a manner as
,(Jeorge has oppre3sed tbe Americans. Having also stated
the law on the case, I am natura\Jy led to point out to you
some of the great benefits resulting fi'om that Revolution.

In one word, tben, you have a form of Government in
cvery respect preferable to the mode under the British au-
thority. And this wiJl most clearly appear by contrasting
.the two forms of Government.

Under the British authority, Govemours were sent over
to us wbo were utterly unacquainted with our local interests,
the genius of the people, and our laws. Generally, they
were but too much disposed to obey the mandates of an
arbitrary Ministry; and if the Governour behaved ill, we
could not by any peaceable means procure redress. But,
\lnder our present bappy Constitution, our Executive Ma-
gistrate arises according to the spirit and letter of Holy Writ:

"
Their Governours shaJI proceed from the midst of them."

Thus, the people have an opportunity of choosing a man
intimately acquainted with their true interests, their genius,
and their laws; a man perfectly disposed to defend them
against arbitrary Ministers, and to promote the happiness of
that people from among whom he was elevated, and by
whom, without the least difficulty, he may be removed and
blended in the common mass.

Again, under the British authority it was in effect de-
clared, that we had no property; nay, that we could not
possess any; and that we had not any of the rights of hu-
manity. For men who knew us not; men who gained in
proportion as we lost, arrogated to themselves a right to bind
us in a]] cases what~oever. But our Constitution is calcu-
lated to free us from foreign bondage; to secure to us our
property; to maintain to us the rights of humanity; and to
defend us and our posterity against Brit£sh authority, aim-
ing to reduce us to the most abject sJavery.

Again, the British authority declared that we should not
erect slitting-miJIs; and to this unjust law we implicitly and
respectfuJIysubmitted, so long as with safety to our lives we
could yield obedience to such authority. But a resolution
"OfCongress now grants a premium to encourage the con-
struction of such mills. The British authority discouraged
our attempting to manufacture for our own consumption;
but the new Constitution, by authorizing the disbursement
of large sums of money, by way of loan or premium, en-
courages the making of iron, bar-steel, nail-rods, gun-locks,
gun-barrels, sulphur, nitre, gunpow-der, lead, woollens, cot-
ton~, linens, paper, and salt.

Upon the who]e, it has been the policy of the British au-
thority to oblige us to supply our wants at tbeir market.
(which is the dearest in the known world,) and to cramp
and confine our trade so as to be subservient to their com-
merce, our real interest being ever out of the question. On
the other hand, the new Constitution is wisely adapted to
enable us to trade with foreign nations, and thereby to sup-
ply our wants at the cheapest markets in the nniverse; to
extend our trade infinitely beyond what it has ever been
known; to encourage manufacturers amongst us; and it is
peculiarly formed to promote the happiness of the People,
from among whom, by virtue and merit, the poorest man
may arrive at the highest dignity. Oh, Carolinian.~! happy
would you be under this new Constitution, if you knew your
happy state.

Possessed of a constitution of Government, fimnded upon
so generous, equal, and natural a principJe-a Government
expressly calculated to make the People rich, powerful, vir-
tUous, and happy-who can wish to change it, to return
under a Royal Government, the vital principles of which
are the reverse in every particular? It was my duty to lay
this happy Constitution before you in its genuine light. It
is your duty to understand, to instruct others, and to de-
fend it.

I might here, with propriety, quit this truly important sub-
ject; but my anxiety for the publick weal compels me yet
to detain your attention, while I make an observation or two
upon one particular part of the Constitution.

When a]] the various attempts to enslave America by
fraud, under guise of law, by military threats, by famine,
massacre, breach of publick faith, and open war-I say,

when these things are considered on the one hand, and, on
the other, the Constittltion expressing that some mode of
Government should be established" until an accomrnoda..
tion of the unhappy differences between Great Britain ane
America can be obtained; an event which, though traduced
and treated as Rebels, we sti]] ardently desire "-1. say,
when these two points are contrasted, can we avoid reverinr.
the magnanimity of that great counci] of the State, wh;:
after such injuries, could entertain sucl.J a principle? Eli':
the virtuous are ever generous. \Ve do not wish reven O'e.
We earnestly wish an accommodation of our unhappy (TIs..
putes with Great Brita£n; for we prefer peace to war.
Nay, there may be even such an accommodation as (ex..
eluding every idea of revenue by taxation or duty, or of
]egislation by act of P~rliament) may vest the Kinlr of
Great Britain with such a limited dominion over us as 7nay
tend, bona fide, tel promote our true commercial interests,
and to secure our freedom and safety-the only just ends of
any dominion.

But while I declare thus much on the one side, on the
other it is my duty also to declare that, in my opinion, om
true commercial interests cannot be provided for but by
such a material alteration of the British acts of Navigation
as, according to the resol re of the honourable the Continen..
tal Congress, will" secure the commercial advantages of the
whole Empire to the Mother Country, and the commercial
benefits of its respective members;" and that our liberties
and safety cannot be depended upon if the King of Great
Britain should be allowed to hold our fOlts and cannon, OJ:
to have authority over a sing]e regiment in America, 01'a
single ship-of-war in our ports. For if he hold our forts, he
may turn them against us, as he did Boston against her pro..
prietors. If he acquire our cannon, he will effectually dis..
arm the Colony" If he has a command of troops among
us, even if we raise and pay them, shackles are fixed upon
us; witness Ireland and her National Army. The most ex..
press act of Parliament cannot give us security; for acts of
Parliament are as easily repealed as made. Royal Procla..
mations are not to be depended upon; witness the disap..
pointmcnts of the inhabitants of Quebeck and St. AUffus"
tine. Even a change of Ministry wiII not avail us, beca~se,
notwithstanding the rapid succession of Ministers, for which
the British Court has been famous during the present reign,
yet the same ruinous policy ever continued to prevail against
America. In short, I think it my duty to declare, in the
awful seat of justice, and before Almighty God, that, in my
opinion, the Americans can have no safety but by the Di..
vine favour, their own virtue, and their being so prudent a:;
not to leave it in the power of the British rulers to injure
them.

Indeed, the ruinous and deadly injuries received on om
side, and the jealousies entertained (and which, in the nature
of things, must daily increase against us) on the other, de..
monstrate to a mind in the least given to reflection upon the
rise and fall of empires, that true reconcilement never can.
exist between Great Britain and America, the latterbeincr
in subjection to the former. The Almighty created Americ~;
to be independent of Britain. Let us beware of the im..
piety of being backward to act as instruments in the AI..
mighty hand, now extended to accomplish his purpose,
and by the completion of which, alone, America, in the
nature of human affairs, can be secure against the craft and
insidious designs of hcr enemies, who think her prosperity
and power already by far too great. In a word, our pier)
and political safety are so blended, that to refuse our labours
in this Divine work, is to refuse to be a great, a free, a pious,
and a happy People.

And now, having left the important alternative" (politiea11
happiness or wretchedness,) under God, in a great degree
in your own hand~, I pray the Supreme Arbiter of the af..
fairs of men so to direct your judgment as that you may act
agreeable to what seems to be His wilI, revealed iri His mi..
rac1110usworks in behalf of America, bleeding at the altar
of Liberty!

THE PRESENT~ENTS OF THE JURY.

At a Court of General Sessions of the Peace, Oyer and
Terminer, Assize and General Jail DeHvery, begun to
be holden in and JO}"the District oj CUAULESTOWN,at
CHARLESTo\\'x;in the Colony aJoresaid, on TUESDAY,tlte
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Q;Jd day of APRIL, in the year of our Lord one thou-
sand seven hundred and seventy-six; .

The Presentments of the Grand Jury for the said District:

I. Fu1ly sensible and thoroughly convinced that to live
in a society without laws, or a proper execution of them, to
restrain the licentious nature of mankind, is the greatest
misery that can befall a People, and must render any body
of men, in such a situation, but little superior to a herd of
brutes; and being no less sensible that it was the scheme of
a eorrupt, nefarious Administration in Great BritaZ:n, to re-
duce the good people of this Colony to that wretched situa-
tion, fi'om a want of officers to execute the laws, (those
whom they had appointed having refused to act in their re-
spective stations,) that, through the evil effects of anarchy
and confusion, the people might become an easy prey to the
eruel designs of their insidious enemies: W'hile we lament
the necessity which has obliged the people to resume into
their hands those powers of Government which were origi-
na1ly derived from themselves for the protection of those
rio-hts which God alone has given them, as essential to their
h~ppiness, we cannot but express our most unfeigned joy in
the happy constitution of Government n.ow established in this
Colony, which promises every blessing to its inhabitants,
which a people, endued with virtue and a just regard to the
rights of mankind, could desire. With gratitude to the Di-
vine Ruler of human events, and with the most pleasing
expectations of happiness £I'om a Constitution so wise in its
nature, and virtuous in its ends, (being founded on the strict-
est principles of justice and humanity, and consistent with
every privilege incident to the dignity of a rational being,)
we cannot but declare we think every opposition to its ope-
rations, or disregard to its authority, the foulest criminality a
mortal can be guilty of; highly offensive in the eyes of God,
and of all just nien, and deserving the most exemplary
punishment.

We cannot but deplore the unhappy situation of any few
amongst the people of this Colony, who, through an igno-
rance of their true interests and just rigbts, and £I'oma want
of proper information of the real truth, may be misled, by
the artifice and cunning of their false and designing ene-
mies, £I'om a real sense of those benefits which our present
Constitution has so amply provided for; benefits which are
not confined or limited to any ranks or degrees of men in
particular, but generally, equally, and indiscriminately, ex-
tending to all, from the richest to the poorest, and which
time and a little patient experience must soon evince.

Every good citizen must be happy in the considnration of
the choice of those officers, appointed in the administration
of our present Government, as well in the impartial mode
of an appointment arising from the people themselves, and
the limited duration of their power, as in their personal cha-
racters as men, justly beloved and revered by their country,
and whose merits and virtues entitle them to every pre-emi-
nence.

Filled \\/ith these sentiments, arising from mature delibe-
ration and the most impartial inquiry, we must further de-
clare that blessincrs such as these we have before enume-
rated, are too i~estimable to be lost, and that nothing in
nature can repay the least violation of them; ancl although
an aeeommodation with the power which attempts to de-
stroy them may be highly worthy of attention, and, upon
principles truly honourable, of obtaining, yet we think it a
sacred duty, incumbent upon every citizen, to maintain and
defend, with his life and fortune, what is given and intrusted
to him by tbe hand of Providence, not for his own good
only, but for the lasting happiness of posterity; a trust which
no law can ever annul, which is the grand principle of ex-
istence, and the source of every social virtue.

II. We present, as a grievance intolerable to the spirit of
a people born and nurtured in the arms of £I'eedom, and
(though ever submissive to the just mandates of legal au-
thority) holding every oppression as detestable,-the un-
just, cruel, and diabolical acts of the British Parliament,
not only declaring the good people of the United Colonies
of North-America Rebels, for defending those invaluable
rights which no human power can lawfully divest tbem of,
but making all murders, rapines, thefts, robberies, and other
inhuman oppressions, done before the passing of those acts
without authority, and which were, after the passing the said
acts, to be done by the British forces in these Colonies,

legal and warrantable, to the eternal disgrace and indelible
inJamy of a kingdom once renowned for her justice, honour,
and humanity, but now meanly dt'scending to that wanton
proflirracy whieh even Savages abhor.

lIt We present, as a v'ery great grievance, the indul-
gence allowed to all those who are inimical to the liberties
of America, and the operations of the United Colonies,
amongst us, in suffering them to reside here, and be admit-
ted to intercourses dangerous to the peace and welfare of
this Colony.

IV. We present, that the publick oaths, directed by an
act of the General Assembly (passed since tbe forming of
our present Constitution) to be administered to those exer-
cising publick offices, trusts, and pro.fessions, ~re not admi-
nistered to such of the Clergy as are meluded m tbe same.

V. \V c presl,nt, that the times at which the several Pa-
rochial Committees meet, or are appointed for their meet-
ing, are not made publick ; and we do recommend tbat they
do publish the same in tbe publick papers, that all persons
who are desirous of obtaining leave to sue for debts, may'
know when to apply.

VI. \Ve present, as a great grievance, more particularly
at this time, the want of due attention to the roads and
ferries in this Colony; many of the roads not being suffi-
ciently wide and worked upon, agreeable to law, and the
ferries, in general, not having boats sufficient to forward pas-
sengers upon any emergent occasion.

VII. We present, as a grievance, the too frequent fore-
stalling out of tbe wagons, coming from tbe back parts of
the country, the many necessaries of life, by which the good
inhabitants of this town are obliged to pay most exorbitant
prices for tbe same; and, with submission, would recom-
mcnd a place to be appointed for the sale of bacon, flour,
butter, and other such necessaries, brought to town in car-
riages, to be regulated by the market act.

VIII. \Ve present the want of a proper person, by law,
to oblige the sellers of blades and hay to weigh the same at
a Publick scale. J S v [ ]ONATHAN COTT, L' oreman, L. s.

GEORGE COOKE, [L. s.] JOHN SMYTH, [L. s.]
THOJlIAS JONES, [L. s.] JOSEPH JENKINS, [L. s.]
JOHN LIGHTWOOD, [L. s.] JOSEPH Cox, [L. s.]
PETER LEGER, [L. s.] DANIEL LESSESNE, [L. s.]
PHILIP MEYER, [L. s.] LEWIS DUTARQ.UE, [L. s.]"
ISAAC ]\'L\ZYCK, fL. s.] JOHN SINGLETARY, [L. s.]
JOliN OWEN, [L. s.]

I,','STRUCTIONS TO DELEGATES FOR CHARLOTTE COUNTY,

VIRGINIA.

At a meeting of the Committee of Charlotte COUl1ty,
April ~:J, 1776, present the Chairman and fifteen Members :

Resolved, That in this truly alarming and important cri-
sis of our publick affairs, it is expedient that the Delegates
lately chosen for this County should know the sentiments of
their constituents, and be instructed what part it is desired
and expected they will act in the ensuing Convention.

"
To PAUL CARRINGTON,and THmlAs READ, Esq's:
"GENTLEMEN: 'When we consider the despotick plan

adopted by the King, Ministry, and Parliament of Great
Britain, insidiously pursued for these twelve years past, to
cnslave Arnerica; when we consider that they bave turned
a deaf ear to the repeated petitions and remonstances of
tbis and our sister Colonies, and that they have been equally
inattentive to the rights of freemen and the British Consti-
tution ; and when we consider that they have for some time
been endeavouring to enforce their arbitrary mandates by
fire and sword, and likewise encouraging, by every means
in their power, our savage neighbours, and our more savage
domesticks, to spill the b]ood of our wives and children;
and to crown the whole, they have added insult to their in-
justice and cruelty, by repeatedly pretending to hold out
the olive-branch of peace in sllch a way as teacheth us that
they are determined to persist in their hellish designs, and
that nothing is intended for us but the most abject slayery;
of this we can no longer doubt, since we have been made
acquainted with a late letter from the Secretary of State to
Govemour Eden, and the late act of Parliament for seizing
and confiscating all our ships and property that may fall
into their hands:

"Therefore, despairing of any redress of our grievances
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from the King and Parliament of Great Britain, and all
hopes of a reconciliation between h~r and th~ United Col~-
nies being now at an end, and bemg conscIous that their
treatment has been such as loyal subjects did not deserve,
and to which, as freemen, we are detennined not to submit;
by the unanimous approbation ~nd ~irection of. the whole
freeholders, and all the other mhabltants of this County,
we advise and instruct you cheerfully to concur and give
your best assistance in our Con~ention, ~o push to the. ut-
most a war offensive and defensIve, untIl you are certIfied
that such proposals of peace are made to our General Con-
gress as shall by them be judged just and friendly. And
lJeeause the advantages of a trade will hetter enable us to
pay the taxes, and p~ocure the necessarie~ for carrying on a
war, aild in our present circumstances tl1IS cann~t be. had
without a Declaration of Independence; therefore, If no
such proposals of peace shall be made, we ,i,udge it to be a
dictate of the first law of nature, to contmlle to oppose
every attempt on our lives and properties; and we give it

.you in charge, to use your best endeavours that ~he Dele-
gates which are sent to the Ge~~ral Congress be mstru~ted
immediately to cast off the Brztzsh yoke, and to enter mto
a commercial alliance with any nation or nations friendly to
our cause. And as King George the Third, of Great Bl-itain.
&c., has manifested deliberate enmity towards liS, and, under
the character of a parent, persists in hehaving as a tyrant,
that they, in our behalf, renollnce allegiance to him forever;
and that takin" the God of Heaven to be ollr Kin g, and,

"depending lIpon His protection. and assistance, they plan
out that form of Government willch may the most effectu-
ally secure to us the enjoyment of o~;. civil and religious
ri"hts and privileges, to the latest postenty. ,

0" In all other thin"s, gentlemen, that may come befi)re
you in Convention, ~e rely upon your known fidelity and
zeal; resolving and giving you our faith, that we will, .a~:he
risk of our lives and fortunes, to the utmost of our abIlities,
support and defend you, our country, and our sister Colo-
nies, in the glorious cause in which we are now engaged."

Ordered, That the above Resolves be published in the
Virginia Gazette.

By order: WILLI,HI JAJlIESON, Clerk.

GEORGE LUX TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, April 23, ! 77'6.

HONOURABLESIR: I have been unwell for ten days

Past nay have been most of the time confined to my bed, ,
I .

dwith a fever, of which I am not yet well enoug 1 recrUlte
to venture upon a ride to Annapolis. I bope the honoura-
ble Council of Safety will excuse my non-attendance for
lh~ above reasons. I was confined to my bed at the time
our Committee received the letters referred to in my citation,
and heard nothin" of it until Sunday morning. 'I have,
arrreeable to the ;rder of your honourable Board, copied
tI~e papers referred to in your summons; your honourable
Board will excuse the incorrectness with which they are
copied, as it is caused solely by my sickness, for I am at
this moment hardly able to hold my pen.

I am, with respect, honourable sir, your most obedient
servant, GEORGE Lux.

To the Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq.,
President of the Council of Safety, at Annapolis.

BALTBIORE COMilUTTEE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETy.

In Committee of Observation, Baltimore Connty, l
April 23, ! 776. 5

GENTLEMEN: This Committee, on the late alarm, appoint-
ed Mr. Robert P.urviance, Mr. David Stewart, and Cap-
tain George WOolsey, to superintend the fitting out of the
Schooner Resolution as a tender, or armed vessel, for Cap-
tain Nicholson. As they have nearly completed her, and are
in advance a considerable sum, you will please to furnish
them with six or eight hundred pounds, as is convenient.

'Ve are, gent
.

lemen, your most humble servants,
'WILLIAMLux, V. Chairman. JOHN SMITH,
ANDREW BUCHANAN, JAJ)JF.S C.~LHOTJN,
JOHN BOYD, WALTERTOLLEY, JR.,
DARBY Lux, THO~JAS HARRISON,
JA~ms GITTINGS, 'VIJ_LIAM BUCHANAN.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN., TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, April 23, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Mr. Wallace and Mr. Green set off to-mor-
row morning. By one of them we intend to write you fully;
but as the post may possibly be in before these gentlem~n,
we think it necessary to advise you that all your DeputIes
here from .Maryland approve the conduct of the Council of
Safety and resolve to support it. The letter to the Presi-
dent gave high offence to some of the very hot gentlemen.
No resolution is yet formed on it-but probably will to-day.
R. Alexander and Thomas Stone join in respects to YOIl
and YOUI'brethren.

I am, dear sir, your very affectionate servant,
THOMAS JOHNSON, JUN.

To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq.

PRESIDENT OF 'CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, April 23, 1776.

SIR; I am to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of
the 19th of April, enclosing several papers, all which were
immediately laid before Congress.

The important inrelligence they contain makes it neces-
sary that the most vi"orous measures should be adopted, as
well to defend our tr~ps against the Canadians themselvei'"
as to insure success to the expedition. The Congress being
determined on the reduction of Quebeck, and the security of
that country, for reasons too obvious to be mentioned, have
left notbil1" undone which can in any way contribute to that
end. 'VI~tever may be the causes of the late insurrection,
rrood policy requires that, while we endeavour to prevent
~verything: of the kind for the future, we sh?uld also malw
provision in case it should happen. Accordmgly, Congress
has come into sundry resolves, caleulated to quiet the minds
of the Canadians, and to remove the sources of their unea-
siness and discontent. They have likewise ordered that six
more battalions be sent into Canada &0111the Anny at flew-
York, as you will see by the enclosed resolve. 'Whether any
further additional troops will be wanted in that country, is
a matter of some uncertainty with Congress. Should you,
from your knowledge of facts, state of Canad~, the possi-
bility that General Howe will attempt to reheve General
Carleton, and, comparing all circumstances together, be of
opinion that an additional force is necessary, you will please
to sirrnify it to Congress; and at the same time inform them
whet'ber, in that case, such additional force can be spared
from the Anny now in New-York.

I transmit herewith sundry resolves of Congress for your
direction; and have the honour to be, with every sentiment
of esteem, sir, your most obedient and very humble ser-
vant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To His Excellency General Washington, at New- York.

P. S. The enclosed letter f('r C,?mmodore Hopkins, l[
leave unsealed for your perusal only; after which 1 beg the
favour of you to seal and forward it by Fessenden, or a fresh
express.

I have paid Mr. Fessenden twelve dollars, which YOll
will please to note on settlement with him. J. H.

ON THE PRESENT STATE OF PUBLICK AFFAIRS.

Having attentively perused the various political publjca.,
tions which have been lately printed, I confess I have been
astonished at the strange and extraordinary doctlines which
some of them contain; and it naturally led me to consider
whether I am to swallow in the gross, and pay an implicit
obedience to their novel sentiments, or whether it is not my
duty as a man, and as a friend to my native country, to judge
for myself how they wiH affect me and my countrymen
in rreneral. I shall, therefore, in a brief manner, (if it is
pos~ible to be brief on so interesting a subject,) give some
of my sentiments on the present unhappy situation of pub-
lick affairs.

Much pains have been taken by some writers to make
us believe that nothing but the vilest intentions that ever
entered into the hearts of the worst of men are to be ex-
pected from the people of G1.eat Britain; that if Commis-
sioners are coming, they are coming to bribe, to deceive,
and betray us; that the very thought of reconciliation
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ought to be driven from us; and, in fact, that little else
but war, destruction, and bloodshed, are now before us.
What man in Amuica who professes Christianity, or has
any feelings of humanity, but must shudder at such a pros-
pect, which, if there was no other, would be a prospect of
evils that language cannot describe-" a hideous group of
ills which singly shock."

But thanks be to Heaven, there are great numbers who
have difterent views; who think they have reason still to
hope f{)rbetter things from that people, with whom in .for-
mer times to be connected was their honour and their joy.
Shall an American dare to express a sentiment of this sort
at this time? I feel it to be a truth, and I cannot but see
(through the whole of the present dreadful conflict) some
traces of that nobility of sentiment and action which were
formerly characteristick of the British Nation. '''here are
these to be found? may some say. Have they not invaded our
territories with an armed force? Have they not destroyed
our property in many instances, and shown a cruel disposi-
tion to an attack upon our essential rights? Granted. But
have they not also shown a desire for reconciliation? And
is therc not a probability of overtUres from thcm fQr this
noble purpose, on terms constitutional and honourable to
both countries? I answer in the affirmative, and shan
endeavour to prove the assertion from authentick records.

The Address of the House of Lords, presented the 27th
of October last, is concluded with this positive assurance of
their desires, viz: "We feel no other wish than to' re-esta-
blish order and tranquillity through the several parts of your
dominions, upon the basis of a close connection with, and
constitutional dependance upon Great Britain."

The King's answer to the House of Commons concludes
with an earnest wish" to attain the most desirable end of
restoring his subjects in America to the free and happy con-
dition, and to the peace and prosperity which they enjoyed
in their constitutional dependance, before the breaking out
of these unhappy disorders."

In a pamphlet published in England a considerable time
since, (and which was said to be written under the eyes of
the Ministry,) I find some lively sentiments, expressive of
a perfect anxiety for a restoration of that harmony which
formerly subsisted between the two countries; and this to
be established on the principles of mutual dependance, the
natural effect of common interest and happiness. They
even pray for some great and liberal commercial arrange-
ment, which may remain a monument to future ages, that
though there was once, there was but once, a quarrel be-
tween Great Britain and her Colonies.

As to the sentiments of great numbers of the people of
England at large, they may be seen by the numerous ad-
dresses that have been presented to the Throne, which
clearly and fully show that" one of the first objects of their
wishes is, a return of peace and cordial union \vith their
American fellow-subjects."

The late remarkable event of the British troops evacua-
ting Boston, with the circumstances attending it, might be
adduced to corroborate the opinion I have given. I felici-
tate the rightful inhabitants on this joyful occasion. I sym-
pathized with them in their distress; I cheerfully contributed
to the relief of the needy among them; and heartily wish
their future welfare in a state of peaceful possession of all
their just rights.

If, my countrymen, the general happiness of America is
the object we aim at, the thought of a reasonable reconci-
liation cannot be driven from us. Independence will not
produce happiness. As soon could I believe that those
were my friends who would advise me to renounce my
family, as I could believe them to be such who would sepa-
rate me fi'om my near connexions in the land tl.at gave
birth to my ancestors.

As to the cry raised against those who advise to a recon-
ciliation on constitutional principles, that they are seekin<T
for places and pensions-what would such say who are s~
groundlessly suspicious, if the accusation were retorted upon
themselves? For my part, I can seriously declare, that I
have such an aversion to titles and pensions that I would
not be one of the three hundred and ninety Commissioners,
on the plan of the writer of a piece called Common Sense,
for all the money that has been made in America since the
commencement of the unhappy differences.

To conclude: I have put together a few remarks, which,

however uncouth, are my honest sentiments. Who I am is
not material; but this I may say, I should r~joice to see the
happiness of my countrymen, of all denominations; and as-
sure them that, for myself, I wish to remain, as I ever have
been A S C' ETTLED ~ITIZEN.

Philadelphia, April 23, 17"(6.

NEW-JERSEY CmlMITTEE OF SAFETY.

In Committee of Safdy, New-Brunswick,
<-April 23, 1776. 5

The President laid before this Council a Letter he re-
ceived from the Committee of the Township of 'Morris, with
several Counterfeit Bills of Continental Currency enclosed,
together with sundry Affidavits proving the said bills to have
been counterfeited by the wife of Henry Vandyne, of ltlor-
1'is County, who appears to have been privy thereto, and
passed by himself and wife; which said Vandyne and wife
had been apprehended by the said Committee, and were
now confined in the Jail of the Countl of .Morris.

.

The said Letter, with the Affidavits accompanying the
same, being read and duly considered,

Ordered, That the said Hen1'Y Vandyne and his wife be
continued under confinement, in the Jail of the County of
,Morris, until further orders be taken thereon; and that the
consideration of the measures proper to be taken thereon
be referred to the Congress of this Province, at. their next
meeting; and that Mr. President write to the honourable
Continental Congress, requesting their advice and direction,
to enable the said Provincial Congress to take such mea-
sures with said offenders, and form Regulations for prevent-
ing such offences ill future, as may then appear proper and
necessary.

By order of the Committee:
SA~mEL TUCKER, President.

Messrs. Livingston and De Hart are requested to get the
direction of Congress, agreeable to the above Resolution.

Morristown, April 6, 1776.

SIR: The Committee of Observation of the Township of
~Morl'is, on the 5th and 6th of April instant, had before us
Henry Vandyne and Elizabeth, his w-ife,charged with counter-
feiting and passing bilIs of the Continental currency, wherein
they confessed themselves guilty; also, such other persons
whom we suspected could give us any information therein,
were brought before us, and examined; and, on the strictest
inquiry, have discovered seven counterfeit bills, which we
believe to be the whole number they have made or passed.
For these crimes we are sensible the delinquents may be
punished by the common law for forgery, in subscribing the
names of the signers to the bills, and as cheats, in passing
counterfeit money for good. Yet it is a matter of publick
concern, and of the greatest importance to the Colonies in
general, to punish counterfeiters of the Continental currency.

'Ve did not choose, in this first instance, to take any deter-
minate step, unless with the approbation, and by direction
of the honourable Committee of Safety of the Provinee of
New-Jersey. We have, therefore, under guard of a detach-
ment of Light-Horse, sent you the prisoners, the affidavits,
and confessions, taken and laid before us, together with six
of the said biIls, and one true biIl, with some of the imple-
ments ,made .use of in counterfeiting; to the end that you
may be fully possessed of the facts, and take such further
measures for punishing the offenders as you may in your
wisdom think just and right.

I am, sir, with great esteem, your most obedient, humble
servant 1-1 Ch

.,
BENJAMIN, ALLPEY, a~rman.

To ,":-J'amllelTucker, Esq., President of the Provincial Con-
. gress, New-Jersey.

MORRIS County, ss.
ltlary, the wife of Philip Tucker, being duly sworn, de-

poseth and saith: That she received the annexed three dol-
lar biIl, of Contineptal currency, of one Vandyne, (she thinks
his Christian name was IIank,) for a true and good bill, on
the 19th day of JJlarclt instant, part in payment for sundry
articles bought, and the remainder, (being two dollars and
something more,) she gave him, in changing, good money,
not knowing the said bill was counterfeit.
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No. of said biIl24,951,date 10th May, 1775, endorsed:
Printed by lIall Sf Sellers. J

l\L\RY '~r TUCKER.
mark.

Swam 21st of "A'Iarch, 1776, before me,
SAMUEL TUTHILL.

Henry Vandyne, under examination, saith : That he (Van-
dyne) passed a one dollar hill in imitation of the Continental
currency, at the house of Isaac Lewis, in lUendham, which
bill, he (Vandyne) saith, he received of Elizabeth his wife;
and further saith, that she (Elizabeth) had made and passed
one of three dollars to John Panton, and likewise one of
three dol!ars to Isaac Vandyne; and, also, one of three dol-
1ars to MottVandyne; and further saith, that he (Vandyne)
saw the aforesaid Isaac Vandyne pass the aforesaid bin of
three dollars to Cornelius Davenport; and further saith, that
he (Vandyne) saw the aforesaid Elizabeth pass one bill of
three dollars to Elizabeth, the wife of Samuel Fordice; and
further saith, that he ( lIenry) passed one bill of one dollar to
~Mark 1/Valton; and further saith, that he (Vandyne) was
knowing to his wife Elizabeth's making the above bills, and
believes that not any person had any hand in making the
above bills except the aforesaid Elizabeth; and further
saith, that ])fott Vandyne was knowing to the making of the
aforesaid counterfeit bills j and further saith, tbe aforesaid
Elizabeth got the paper of said Mott Vandyne. And further
saith not. VHENRY A:.'DYNE.

The above examination was taken before the Committee
of Observation for the Township of "A'lendham.

Signed by order of the Committee:
DAVID THo)fPSON, Chairman.

April 4, A. D. 1776.

The Eramination of ISAACVANDYNE,Jun., taken thi.~ 6th
day of ApRIL, before the Committee of Observation for
the Town of lVIORRIS.

This examinant being du1y sworn, saith, that being at Jonas
Smith's, on Tuesday night, 26th of "A'larch last, and intend-
ing to come to Morristown next day, he asked his brother,
Henry Vandyne, to lend him a shilJing or two to bear his
expenses j \Vho replied, he would let him (Ilaac) have a
three dollar bill, and that he might take it out of that; but
coming to 'Morristown, and not having occasion to change
it, he showed it to no one except to Noah Vail and "A'lark
Walton, until he retumed again into the neighbourhood of
Robert Gaston's, at Rockaway, where he offered to pass it
to William Gordon's wife, to take out the price of a mug of
beer j she replied, she should not refuse the bill if she could
change it ; but wou1d rather choose to charge the beer; after
which he showed it to no one ebe, but returned it to IIenry
17andyne. Isaac Vandyne told lVII's.Gordon tbe bil1looked
too blotted, he did not know whether it was good or not j
she then replied the bill was good j which is all he (Isaac)
knows about tbe bil1. And further saith not.

ISAAC VANDYNE, JUN.

Taken and sworn to, this 6tb day of April, 1776, in pre-
sence of the Committee of iliorristown, before me,

SAMUEL TUTHILL.

The Ecarnination of HENRY VANDYNE,taken this 5th day
of APRIL, 1776, before the Committee of Observation for
tlte Township of MORRIS. .

This examinant saith : That his wife, some time last winter,
told him, in a jocose way, that she could make the Continen-
tal money j and that he frequently saw her attempting to
make such money; and at 1ength she did make six biUs in
imitation of the true bills of the Continental cUlTency, viz;
two bills of one donar each, and foUl'bil1s of three dol1al'S
each j and that she gave one of those three dollar Con-
tinental bills in payment to Elizabeth, the wife of Samuel
}'ordi,:e; and that she gave one of the said counterfeit
bills to Isaac V(lndyne, Jun., to get changed for her, which
the said Isaac returned to this examinant; and one of said
counterfeit. bil,ls this examinant's wife told him she gave to
l'tlatthew Vandyne; and the other three dollar counterfeit
bill he (Henry) took to the Great Pond, and there lent the
last-m~lJtiQned bill to ~latthew Vanqyne; and that he
(Henry) ga\'e one of the said counterfeit Onedpllarbills in

part payment to ]}larlc Walton, 1ast Tuesday; and the other
one dollar counterfeit hill he (Henry) gave to Richard
Vanderhoof, who tried to pass the said biH away at Isaac
Lewis's Tavern, in Mendham, but could not, it being sus-
pected to be counterfeit; and that he (this examinant) saw
his said wife Elizabeth comp1ete two of said counterfeit
biJls; and doth verily believe that she made each and every
of the said six counterfeit biBs, within two months 1a,t
past; and this examinant knows of no person or persons
aiding or assisting his said wife in counterfeiting said bill>;
but that he brought some writing-papE'r fium "A'latthew Van-
dyne's, for his wife; but believed the said Matthew did
not knO\ the paper was wanted for any bad purpose; ano
further this examinant saith, that he let Isaac Vandyne have
one other of the said three dollar counterfeit bil1s, whieh the
said Isaac paid to Cornelius Davenport, in discharge of their
expenses at said Davenport's; and hath np reason to be1ieve
the said Isaac knew the said bill was counterfeit.

HENRY VANDYNE.

Taken and acknow1edged as above,
BENJAMINHALLPEY, Chairman.

Examination and confession of ELIZABETH VANDYNE,ta-
ken before me, MOSES TUTTLE, this 5th day of APRIl.,
1176. .

-She saith: That about the last of February or beginnin,g
of March last, she (this deponent) undertook to counterfeit
the three dollar bills, (the emission of the Congress,) and
completed three of the t)})'oe dollar bills, and three of the one
dollar bills, which she made with her pen and a pair of com-
passes, and by taking a true bill and laying it on clean paper,
and pricking it through with a pin; by which means she got
the pattern of every part of the bill, and then took two pieces
of clean paper and cut them to the shape of the bills, and
put some starch between, with a point of a knife, and then
put the two pieces of paper together, and while they wer,}
damp, sprinkled on isinglass, and then pressed with a wam1
smoothing-iron, and with her pen, by the help of her pat-
terns, completed all the prints and the flowers, and then
signed the signers' names to the said six biJJs, (the read

.

ink
was of horse blood,) and when so done, passed one to Eli..
zabeth Fordice, of three dollars, to pay a debt that her hus..
band owed to Samuel Fordice. The other two three dol..
lar bills, she thinks her husband had them, but afterwards
concludes that "A'Iatthew Vandyne had them. One bill of
one dollar she passed to Sam:uell\:loon; and after her hear..
ing there was a disturbance about the bills, she went to
Samuel J1100n, and took the said bill back from him, which
said bill was lost with her pocket and one good bill of one
donar in it, directly after she was apprehended. One bill, of
one do!lar, of her own make, Ilank Vandyne, her husband;,
paid to M.ark Walton; and one bin, of one dollar, her hus.
band took with him. Two of three dollar bills, she let iliat-
thew Vandyne have one j she told him to get her a t\VOdol.
1ar bill, and the remaining one dollar he was to have j and
the other three dollars she 1et Matthew Vandyne have also,
without saying anything about \vhat conditions ltIatthew had
it upon, whether for debt or to pass for her. The first biU
sbe made she told her husband to give it to some other
body to pass, for fear he would be mistrusted; and her hus-
band told her that he gave the bill to Isaac Vandyne, Jun.,
to put off for him j and Isaac told him that he had changed
the bi]) with Cornelius Davenport. One bill, of three dol-
lars, she gave to John Panton, to buy some calico with for
her j and bel' husband being very uneasy for fear said Pan-

ton would be found out, (for the said Panton could not keep
anything in,) so she went the next day but one after letting
Panton have it, and brought the said bi1l back again, which
was the one that Matthew Vandyne afterwards had. And
further saith not. E V

'
LIZABETH ANDYNE.

Taken before me, this 5th day of April, 1776.
MosEs TUTTLE.

The Examination of ELIZABETH VANDYNE,taken this 6th
day of APRIl., 1776, before the Committee of Observa-
tion for the Town of MORRIS.

This examinant saith: That the above examination, taken
before J.lloses Tattle, Esq., is true in every respect, except
t,he number of Jhree doll!!!' bills, whjc~ ought to have been
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Elizabeth Vandyne brought a three donar bill, of the Con-
tinental currency to him, to buy for bel' something out of
some merchant's store; but the' weather proving stormy,
hindered him from going abroad; and further, that the said
Elizabeth, on the Sunday following, came to this deponent
and demanded the bill again, saying she suspected it was
not good, and wanted it to return to the person fi'om whom
she got it; upon which this deponent returned the bill to>

said Elizabeth Vandyne.
J POHN . ANTON.,

Taken and sworn this 6th day of April, ] 776, in pre....
sence of the Committce of Observation for ]}[orristown,
before me ,

SAMUELTUTHILL.

MORRIS COUNTY,ss.
Cornelius Davenport, of full age, being duly sworn, dcpo-

scth and saith; That some time in ]}[arch last, Henry and
m

'h Ex ' t
.

d C ,r, . J'1\ {
'

T Isaac Vandyne camc to his house; and tbat I{enry took
.L' e '

amma lOn an. onJesslOn oJ n ATTHEW . ANDYNE,
fi 1 I d II b' ll f 1 C ' It k b ,r, 1\.1 T th '

.
I':th d f A rom saac a t )rce 0 ar I , 0 t 1e ontmenta currency,a en eJore me, OSES UTTLE, zs;) ayo PRIL,

h ' h 1 .
d l 'T I

,

d r.
' d1776

. w Ie t]e saI'J.enry gave to t.lIS eponent to pay lor CI er
" and food which the two Vandyne,~ at tbat time had; and

He salth, That on or about the 1st of March last, he was that this deponent returned the chanO"e to Henry' and that
at Hank Vandyne's, and heard,Hank's w~fe ask her husban? Henry returned said change to Isaac.o This depon~nt further
whether she should show to hnTI, (meanmg the counterfeIt. saith he does not know to whom the bill be!onO"cd' but be-
bills;) a~d, after some c~nversation, she showed him a ~hree' licve~ that Isaac carried tbe money because ii.enr~ had no
donar bdl, and asl~ed 111mhow that wo?ld do

i he said he good pocket; and furthE!r, tbat this deponent has since part-
told them that he dId not know, but heheved ]t would not cd with said bill not knowinO" it to be counterfeit.
do very well. And this deponent saith Hank Vandyne was ' 0

his
in debt to him, and he pressed him hard for some money, CORNELIUSm~k.DAVENPORT.
and seeing a three dollar bill that was good, asked for that,
but Hank nor his wife was willing to let him have the good
bill then, but made answer that she (Bank'il wife) would
try her hand a little lon$er, then she would let him have it
afterwards. She let him l1ave one three donar bill, which he
says he accepted for a good one, and passed the same as
such to Mr. Tucker; and on the 1st day of April instant,
sbe let him have another three dollar bill, which he believes
to be of her make; but that he has the said bill yet in his
custody, and intended to return it to her again, fin' fear of
coming to trouble about it. Matthew saith, that he took
both tbe three dollar bills in part pay for a horse which he
sold to lIank Vandyne, and that he did not return any part
of the money back again. And further saith not.

lVIATTHEW VANDYNE.

Taken before me, this 5th day of Aprz7, 1776.
MOSES TCTTLE.

called four; and tbis examinant further says, that iJ'[oses
Tuttle, Esq., sent his boy and found her pocket, (mentioned
in the above examination,) containing one good dollar bill,
one counterfeit dollar bill, together with sundry implements
which she made use of in counterfeiting tbe bins. The ex-
aminant further saitb, that she had no assistance from any
person in performing the before-mentioned counterfi:its. The
examinant further saith, that her husband (Henry Vandyne)
at first discouraged her from attempting the counterfeiting of
the bills; but after be saw in what manner tbey were done,
and fonnd they would pass, he encouraged her to proceed,
by telling her he thought it would do as well as any.

ELIZABETH VANDYNE.

Taken and acknowledged the day and year last above-
mentioned. B JJ Ch .

EN.rA~IIN ~ALI,PEY, aWlnan.

MORRIS COUNTY, ss.
Elizabeth Fordice, of full age, being duly sworn, de po-

seth and saith: That some time in March last past, Eliza-
beth, the wife of Henry Vandyne, paid her a three dollar
bill, of Continental money, which sbe (this deponent) re-
ceived for good money, not knowing or suspecting it to be
counterfeit, until sbe was told it was counterfeit by Frede-
rick King, this morning; and that her husband ( Samuel For-
dice) had paid the said bill away, supposing it to be a good
bill. her

ELIZABETH ~ FORDICE.
mark.

Taken and sworn to this 6th day of April, 1776, in pre-
sence of the Committee of ~lJ1orristown, before me,

SA~mEL TUTHILL.

Sworn this 6th day of April, 1776, in presence of the
Committee of Observation of ]}lorristown, before me,

SAMUEL TUTHILL.

NEW-JERSEY CO)IMITTEE OF SAFETY.

In Committee of Safely, New-Brunswick,
'2.

April 2:1, 1776. 5
Whereas many dangerous consequences will attend the

suffering an unrestrained commerce between the inhabitants
of this Colony and the Continental Troops stationed in or
passing through this Province; therefore,

Resolved, That no inhabitant of this Colony shall be per-'
mitted to purchase or receive from any Non-Commissioned
Officer or Soldier in the Continental service, unless such
Non-Commissioned Officer or Soldier shall first produce a
certificate signed by the Commanding Officer of the Regi-
ment or Company to which such Non-Commissioned Officer
or Soldier belongs, specifying the particular goods permitted
to be sold, with tbe name of the vender; and every person
presuming to purchase any goods, clotbing, or effects, con-
trary to this Resolution, after being notified thereof, shall be
deemed unfriendly to the liberties of America! ?-nd treated
accordingly; and the Committees of the several Counties
and Townships in this Colony are enjoined to enforce a
compliance with this Resolution.

By order of the Committee:
SA~mEI, TUCKER, President.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 25, 1776, and referred to Mr. R, H, Lee, Mr, J. Adams,
and Mr. Hewes.]

New-York, April 23, 1776.

SIR: In a fetter which I had the honour to receive from
Congress some considerable time ago, they were pleased
to ask what rank Aids-de-Camp bore in. the Army; from
whence I concluded that they had adverted to the extraor-
dinary trouble and confinement of these gentlemen, with. a
view to make them an adequate allowance; but nothing
being since done, or said of the matter, I take the libelty,
unsolicited by, and unknown to my Aids-de-Camp, to in-
form your honourable body that their pay is not, by any
means, equal to their trouble and confinement. No person
wishes more to save money to the publick than I do, and
no person has aimed more at it; but there are some cases
in which parsimony may be iJl-placed, and this I take to be
one. Aids-de-Camp are persons in whom entire confidence.
must be placed. It requires men of abilities to eXecute the

'MoRRISCOUNTY,SS. duties with propriety and despatch where there is such a
John Panton, of fuJi age, being duly sworn, deposeth and multiplicity of business as must attend the Commander-in-

saith: That on the 29th day of ft;larch last, at evening, Chief of such an army as ours; and persuaded I am that
FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v. 66

MORRIS COUNTY,ss.
])-Iark Walton, of full age, being duly sworn, deposeth

and saith: That on Tnesday, the 3d of April instant, he
received of Henry Vandyne, at Rockaway, a one dollar bill,
made in imitation of the Continental Bills of Credit, in palt
payment of a debt which the said Vandyne owed to him.
The deponent further saith, that he offered said bill to Caleb
Howel, who replied he would not give a copper for it, it
was counterfeit; since which he has shown it to others, who
all said it was not good; but that he has not offi~red it to

Pass to any body since. u
WlUARK ALTON.

Taken and sworn this 6th day of April, 1776, in pre-
sence of the Committee of Jtlorristown, before me,

SAMUEL TUTHILL.
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nothing but the zeal of those gentlemen, who live with me
and act in this capacity, for the great Ameri('an cause and
personal attachment to me, has induced them to undergo the
trouble and confinement they have experienced since they
have become members of my family.

I give in to no kind of amusements myself; consequently
those about me can have none, but are confined from morn
to eve, hearincr and answering the applications and letters
,of one and a~other, which will now, I expect, receive a
pretty considerable addition, as the business of the Northern
;and Eastern Departments (if I continue here) must, I sup-
pose, pass through my hands. If these gentlemen had the
same relaxation from duty as other officers have in their
,common 'routine, there would not be so much in it, but to
have the mind always upon the stretch, scarce ever unbent,
and no hours for recreation, make a material odds. Know-
ing this, and at the same time how inadequate the pay is,
I can scarce find inclination to impose the necessary duties
'of their office upon them. To what I ha ve here said, this

. further remark may be made, and it is a matter of no small
concernment to me, and, in its consequences, to the publick,
and that is, that while the duty is hard and the pay small, it
is not to be wondered at if there should be found a prompt-
ness in them to seek preferment, or in me to do justice to
them by facilitating their views; by which means I must
lose their aid when they have it most in their power to assist
me. Influenced by these motives, I have taken the liberty
of laying the matter fully, and with all due deference, before
your honourable body, not doubting its meeting with a pa-
tient hearing.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient
humble servant, GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, President of
Congress.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESlDE~"'T OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 4, 1776.]

New-York, April 23, 1776.

SIR; That I might be in readiness to take the field in
the spring, and prepared for any service Congress should
think proper to send me upon this campaign, I desired
ColonelReed, when he left Cambridgein the fall, to get
me a set of camp equipage, tents, and a baggage wagon
made at Philadelphia, under his own inspection, and send
to me j this he informs me is now done and ready to
come on. I have therefore to beg the favour of Congress,
through you, to order payment of them from the Treasury,
as it will save the expense and hazard of a remittance from
hence, where we stand much in need of every farthing we
have.

I have the honour to be, with great respect and esteem,
sir, your most obedient and most humble servant,

GEORGE W ASHlNGTON.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of
Congress.

GENERAL WA.SHlNGTOS TO LORD DRUMMOND.

New-York, April 23, 1776.

My LORD: Understanding that the Committee of Safety
of ~his Colony have given your Lordship permission to visit
Bermuda, for the benefit of your health, I take the liberty
of wishing you a pleasant voyage, and a speedy and perfect
restQration of it.

With respect, I have the honour to be, your Lordship's
roost obedient and most humble servant,

GEORGE W ASHlNGTON.

To Lord Drummond.

COLONEL RITZEMA TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

New.York, April 23, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:General Washington and my Lord Stir-
ling are extremely anxious for the speedy completion of
the New- York Regiments, and I am daily called on to know
tbe reason why my regiment is not completed; in answer to
which I inform the Generals of your orders for the compa-
nies ~ocOmedown, and that they have been issued for some
time, and of the arrangement that has been made in it.
Thil>does not seem to be satisfactory. I am therefore ordered

to request of you that you will be pleased to exert YODrselves
in fully completing the Third Regiment.

Captain Riker's Company not exceeding nineteen men,
and not ten of them, in my opinion, fit for actual service,
I submit it to your better judgment whether some company
that is full had not better be substituted in its room, and
also that the eighth company be added.

I am, gentlemen, with respect, your very humble servant,
RUDOLPHUS RITZEMA.

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety.

SETH ~fARVIN TO TEUNIS COOPER.

Oxford, April 23,1776.

SIR: After proper respects, I must, desire you not to
mention that I did not incline to have warrants sent up to
us without they were returned in a week; but if any should
be returned at all, I should be glad to bave them sent as
soon as possible.

I am, with much esteem, your friend and humble servant,
SETH MARVIN.

To Mr. Teunis Cooper, Esq., in the Committee of Safety,
at New- York.

LEVI PAWLING TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Marbletown, April 23, 1776.

GENTLEME~: Enclosed you have a return from the four
gentlemen who were appointed a sub-Committee by the
General Committee for the town of Rochester Your Ho-
nours will be kind enough to send up the commissions as
soon as possible. There can be \10 reasonable objection
made why the three gentlemen returned should not be com-
missioned. The reason of the vacancy in Captain Schoon-
maker's Company' is, that one of his subalterns is an officer
in the Continental service, the other two in Colonel De
Witt's Regiment of Minute-men.

Your compliance will oblige your most humble servant,
LEVI PAWLING.

To the New- York Committee of Safety.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GENERAL \VASHINGTON.

Providence, April 23, 1776.

SIR: I did myself the honour, in my letter of January
QI, to enclose to your Excellency a copy of a Memorial
from the General Assembly to the honourable Continental
Congress, to which 1 beg leave to refer you; and when I
had the pleasure of seeing you here I laid before you very
fully the distressed situation of the Colony, and the enor-
mous expensl's we were necessarily put to in defending
such an extensive line of sea-coast, whieh I thought you
very well convinced it was impossible for the Colony to
support.

I prevailed upon Colonel Knox, who passed through this
town on his way to Norwich, to take a view of Newport,
and to direct such works to be thrown up as he should think
necessary for the defence of the place. He is clearly of
opinion that the town of Newport may be secured, and hath
left some directions, which I have ordered to be carried into
execution. They have begun the works, and I believe will
this day complete a battery which commands the north
entrance of the harbour. To-morrow they begin the fortifi-
cations upon Fort-Island. And if it be in our power to com-
plete the works, I have no doubt it will put a total end to
toryism in this Colony. As Colonel Knox's stay was very
short, his plans are not particular nor exact. If it were pos-
sible for your Excellency to spare from your Army some
person acquainted with fortification, to assist, were it only for
a few days, you would do us a particular favour, and a most
essential service to the common cause.

Colonel Babcock hath given such incontestable proofs of
insanity, that his officers were obliged to put him under an
arrest, and send him under a guard to Providence. The
General Committee have continued the arrest, and referred
the matter until next week, when the Assembly meets, who
will most certainly dismiss him.

I beg the favour of your Excellency to represent the
state of the Colony to Congress, and to recommend to them
the taking our Brigade (which is inlisted to serve in any of
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the United Colonies) into Continental pay; and to establish
a force here for the defence of the Colony.

I am, with great troth and esteem, sir, your Excellency's
most obedient and most humble servant,

NICHOLAS COOKE.

To His Excellency General l'Vashington.

ment, already sent, were wanted, as well as the flat-irons,
and a few large mortars for the General Hospital.

In proposing this division, I endeavour to consult the
interest of the town of Boston and country, as much as or
the Army. If you can propose anything more equitable, or.
more reasonable, I shall cheerfully acquiesce; for I would
on no occasion wish to execute my orders in any manner de-
trimental to the good of this country, the interest of which I
would willingly promote to the extent of my power. On the
other hand, my immediate duty and the General's orders,
(which I am bound to obey,) will not permit me to deprive
the Army or General Hospital of whatever is essential to the
service of the fomler, or the good of the latter. I will take
upon me to answer for it, although the orders of 1he General
mention no more than drugs and medicines, that his inten-
tion was to include all those particulars belonging to a Ge-
neral Hospital, not less necessary than medicine itself, as
vials, galley-pots, corks, and other shop fumiture equally
wanted, and that he never once allowed himself to think
that the Committee o( Boston would have thought of put-
ting any narrow constructions on his orders. If we cannot
agree on these constructions, and the resolves of the Ge-
neral Court founded on the same, I shall either wait here
for the General's further orders, or submit to such construc-
tions as the General Assembly are pleased to put upon
them. In the mean time, I remain, with fervent wishes for
the prosperity of the town of Boston, gentlemen, your most
obedient humble servant, J 1\.1ORN HORGAN.

To the Committee of the General Court.

DR. MORGAN TO COMMITTEE OF MASSACHUSETTS ASSEMBLY.

Cambridge, April 23, 1776,

GENTLEMEN: I have been thrice over to Boston on pur-
pose to have the honour of a conference with you; but not
knowing of your engagements out of Boston, had not the
pleasure of suiting my time to your convenience. It was
not till last night that J received the list of articles found in
the stores of Dr. Sylvester Gardner, which you have given
orders to the Sheriff to take possession of, and secure till he
should receive the order~of the General Court to the con-
trary. As this instruction of yours does, in my opinion, in-
terfere with General Washington's orders to me, and the
resolve of the General Court on that head, I should have
been happy to have had a conference with you, as it would
give me the greatest concern to give you offence, by ex-
ceeding the intent of my commission, which J am confident
I have not done, nor did I mean to do. Not having the
satisfaction to meet you, and having business at Portsmouth
that will detain me Il'om Boston for a week to come, I think
it my duty to state my claims to such articles contained in
your Jist as I think will be of use to the veneral Hospital,
which I shall submit with all deference to your considera-
tion. If you approve thereof, I shall direct Mr. Cutt1~ng to
proceed in getting them packed up and sent forward; and I
flatter myself the good. of the Army, the welfare and ser-
vice of which I am sure you have at heart, will gain your ac-
quiescence, when you maturely consider every circumstance
with attention. I shall say nothing in respect to such arti-
cles as are enumerated in your list, that are already sent
forward, further than that some of them are as essentially
necessary to the General Hospital, and as much intended by
General Washington to be appropriated to the use of the
General Hospital, and fitting out all regiments in the Army
with complete medicine chests, as any drugs or medicine
found in the shop; and if some few others were sent, that
might as well have been left behind for your use, I am sorry
not to have had notice of those particulars in time to have
given orders for their being left: but the attention that was
necessary to take care of the extensive concerns of the sick,
and of the Hospital stores at f:ambridge and RO:l'bury, pre-
vented my being as much at Boston as I could have wished,
and of course J am obliged to leave the general management
of toe concerns of the Hospital in Boston to gentlemen
under my direction, who, I believe, acted to the best of
their judgment.

Passing these matters over, I proceed to point out the
articles in your list which I have ordered to be left behind,
and to mark the particulars included in it which I hope you
will consent to my ordeling to be sent along with the medi- IXSTRuCTIONSTO DELEGATES FOR JAMES CITY cou:t.'TY,
cines and other parts of the shop fumitul'C not included in VIRGINIA.
your list. In the first place, then, I have ordered, and shall Th F 1 ld f.Tt C't b' d' f
repeat the same, that all the following articles, if not sent. h
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large bell-metal mortar, iron mortar, pestles, shut-eorks, skil- "To ROBERT C. NICHOLAS and W lLLIAJlfNORVELL,Esq's:
lets, wire sieves, iron ring-pans, frevets for ring-pans. " GENTLEMEN: In vain do we congratulate ourselves

The other articles coming within the General's intention upon the impotency of the Minister to divide us, if our union
~s being necessary for the use of the General Hospital, and for amounts to nothing more than an union in one common
fitting out complete Regimental chests, might all with great lethargy. .War hath been brought into our houses, height-
propriety be c]aimed for the use of the General Hospital, ened by terrours and cruelties, which the justest cause wants
being such articles as I must purchase if I cannot get them even palliatives for; but f..'lint advances towards peace, in-
here; but as you may wish for them for the good of the sidiously urged, have caught the ear of the credulous, and
town, (which I sincerely join with you in regarding,) as well groundless hopes of accommodation deluded the timid, so
as I ",.ish for them for the Continental Army, (which you that the true military system remains untouched in the most,
must regard,) J propose to divide as follows, viz: to take one essential points. As if our inexperience, poverty in warlike
bag of allspice, equally necessary with any medicine for the stores, and the infancy of 0111'Navy, were of trifling moment,
use of the sick, and to leave the remaining ten bags; to share we have ventured to neglect resources, in such difficultie!;,

.
the bottle-corks, retorts and receivers, vials and ga1Iey-pots, which Heaven hath placed within aUI' attainm~nt.
bolt-heads, bottles in wicker-baskets, and to take such bot- "Alliances may be formed at an easy price, capable of
ties as were designed for medicines only, leaving all others. supplying these disadvantages, but an independent State
The small mortars fit for Regimental chests, twine, and oint- disdains to humble herself to an equality in treaty with

...

SAMUEL TuFTS TO EENJAMIN GREENLEAF.

l'I ewburyport, April 23, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: I hope, sir, you will pardon the freedom
of my troubling you ",.ith this letter; but being appointed,
with Captain Edward Sawyer, by the honourable General
Court, to the important tmst of inspecting and receiving
saltpetre, the reason of my now addressing you is, to request
the favour of you to inform the honourable Court that we
have purchased, on account of the Colony, two thousand
eight hundred and forty-seven and a half pounds, and
paid for the same. And as many people have called upon
us to receive large quantities, and more expected, to the
amount of four thousand pounds weight, we are not able to
receive for want of money. We request the favour of the
honourable Court to grant a sum to enable us to fulfil the
trust reposed in us.

Your communicating this will much oblige (by order and
in absence of Colonel Sawyer) your humble servant,

. SAMUEL TUFTS.

To the Honourable Benjamin Greenleaf, Esq., at present
at Watertown.
P. S. If the money should be granted, request the favour

of your forwarding it.
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another who cannot call her politicks her own; or, to be
explicit, she cannot enter into a negotiation with those who
-denominate themselves Rebels, by resistance, and confession
()f a dependancy.

"Reason, drawn from justicf', policy, and necessity, are
everywhere at hand for a radical separation from Great
Britain. From justice; for the blood of those who have
fallen in our cause cries aloud, "It is time to part." From
necessity; because she hath, of herself, fPpudiated us, by a
rapid succession of insult, injury, robbery, murder, and a
formal declaration of war. These are but few, and some of
the weakest arguments which the great volume of our op-
pression opens. to every spirited American.

"It cannot be a violation of our faith now, to reject the
terms of 1763. They are a qualified slavery at best, and
were acceptable to us, not as the extent of our right, but the
probable cause of peace; but since the day in which they
were most humbly offered as the end of animosities, an in-
terval hath passed marked with tyranny intolerable.

"
We, therefore, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do

request and instruct you, our Delegates, (provided no just
and honourable terms are offered by the King,) to exert your
utmost abilities, in the next Convention, towards dissolving
the connection between America and Great Britain, totally,
finally, and irrevocably."

[The ahove Instructions are signed by a majority of the
Freeholders living in the County.]

GENERAL LEE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 6, 1776, ant! referred to Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Braxton, anJ
Mr. Duane.]

Suffolk, April 24,1776.

SIR: As it is now beyond all doubt that it is the inten-
tion of the enemy to attack these Provinces with a very con-
siderable force, and as the extent of the assailable parts is
SQvery great, it must appear that the troops under my com-
mand are inadequate to the service; I must therefore entreat
the Congress to detach as many battalions as possible from
Pennsylvania, with a large addition of powder. I wish a
good horse officer could be found and sent to me; he is
much wanted. You will excuse the shortness of my letter,
as I am in great haste.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient
bumble servant, C LHARLES EE.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

P. S. We want medicines (bark in particular) most
cruelly.

THO:»AS STONE TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER.

Philadelphia, April 24, 1776.

l\fy DEARSIR: 1\11'.Johnson wrote to you, yesterday, by
post, and I wrote to Mr. Hall. Nothing is known since, in
consequence of your letter and resolution to the President.
We have been yery much engaged, for some days, in attend-
ing to the affairs of Canada, having received late intelligence
from that quarter. I presume the Canada Department, with
its Conventions and despondencies, will engross our atten-
tion for a few days, and then some answer will probably be
given to your letter. What it will be, I cannot guess with
any degree of certainty; but I am inclined to think every-
thing will be left to the Can vention. We shall attend the
meeting of that Assembly. .

Governour Eden's letter is published in one of the papers
here, and various are the comments on it. Independent of
everything else, itis very suspicious; but taking Mr. Eden's
conduct, and the letters from his brother, (who must know
his sentiments,) into consideration, I think greatly lessens
the charge wInch the intercepted letter would, of itself, im-
port.

If the Commissioners do not arrive shortly, and conduct
themselves with great candour and uprightness, to effect a re-
conciliation, a separation will most undoubtedly take place;
and then all Governours and officers must quit their posts,
and new men must be placed in the saddle of power. I
wish to conduct affairs so that a just and honourable recon-
ciliation should take place, 01' that we should be pretty
unanimous in a resolution to fight if out for Independence.
The proper way to effect this is, not to move too quick.

But thcn we must take care to do everything which is neces-
sary for our security and defence; not suffer ourselves to
be bullied or wheedled by any deceptions, declarations, or
givings out. You know my heart wishes for peace, upon
terms of security and justice to America. But war, any-
thing, is preferable to a surrender of our rights. You may
rely on my friendship on all occasions.

My brothers are all steady friends to your Council; and
we have not the least doubt but when your conduct comes
to be tried by your country, you will receive its thunks for
your great attention to tbe publick good. You have been
steady, firm, and determined, in the present opposition to
Ministerial tyranny, and I hope wi]] persevere to the end,
bearing all blasts with unshaken constancy and resolu-
tion.

Nothing new here. I shall set out on Saturday or Sun-
day next, to meet my wife. Be pleased to show this to
your brothers in Council, to whom ~ present my most re-
spectful regards.

I am, sir, your most obliged and affectionate G.-iend,
T. STONE.

To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WARD.

PhiladcJphia, April 24, 1776.

SIR: I am commanded by Congress to acquaint you that
your letter of resignation, of the 12th instant, was this day
laid before them, and that they have been pleased to accept
of the same. The motives which first induced the Con-
gress to appoint you a ::Ylajor-General in the Continental
service, would naturally make them regret your retiring
from the Army; but when it is considered that, in the
course of your duty in that high rank, YOllhave acquitted
yourself with honour and reputation, I am persuaded the
reluctance they feel at your retiring is much increased.

The Congress, in a letter to General TVashington of the
2d instant, have declared the thanks of these l'nited Colo-
nies to be due to the brave officers under his command,
and have requested him to communicate to them this distin-
guishing mark of the approbation of their country. I men-
tion this, as the letter did not reach the General until he
arrived at New- York.

With the sincerest wishes for a restoration of your health,
and for YOUI'future happiness, I have the honour to be, sir,
your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.
To Major-General Ward.

-
PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL FRYE.

Philadelphia, April 24, 1776.

SIR: The CODgress haviDg received your letter of resiIY-
nation, I am commanded to acquaint you that they ha;e
been pleased to accept of the same. While they lament
the cause that obliges you to retire, they cannot but acknow-
ledge it to be a sufficient one. The reputation and honour
with which you have conducted yourself, on all occasions,
in the Continental service, must always afford you the mosl.
pleasing satisfaction.

The Congress, in a letter to GenerallfTashillp;ton, of the
2d instant, have declared the thanks of these United Colo-
nies to be due to the brave officers under his command, and
have requested him to communicate to them this distinguish-
ing mark of the approbation of their country. I mention
this, as tbe letter did not reach the Geneml until he arrived
at New- Y01-k.

.

"Vith the most sincere wishes for the restoration of your
health, and for your future happiness, I have tbe honour to be,
sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.
To Brigadier-General Frye.

PRESIDEr-'T OF CONGRESS TO COLONEL HAZEN.

Philadelphia, April 24, 17'76.

SIR: It affords me great pleasure to have it in charge from
Congres~ to convey to YOlltheir approbation of your letter to
General "schuyler, as well as your attention to the publick

.

good. Though it appears that some of the Continental troops
have behaved in an imprudent manner to\vards the Cana-
dians, yet I trust the evil is not incurable. It is only by
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cultivating a friendly intercourse w-ith them, and restraining,
by exemplary punishment, the irregularities of tho soldiery,
that their affections can ever be regained. To accomplish
this most important purpose, the Congress have enjoined
the commanding officer in Canada to be very attentive to
military discipline, and to punish, severely, every violation
thereof. To this must be added all the arts of insinuation
and address, which, I make no doubt, you in particular, and
the resf of the officers, will exert to the utmost of your
abilities.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant, JOHN HANCOCK,P.resident.

To Colonel Hazen, Montreal.

TO THE PEOPLE OF PENNSYLVANIA.-LETTER VIII.

The all-wise Creator having enabled every man to judge,
in some degree, what is good for himself, the study of Go-
vernment is a duty of the highest concern to all the mem-
bers of a free State. But men, in general, may be said to
feel better than they can see; and therefore seldom take
the trouble to employ their thoughts on publick afiilirs
while they are tolerably admini5tered; nor is it till oppres-
sion becomes flagrant, and even palpable to the sight, that a
People are universal1y roused into a serious attention to
abuses in Government.

Numerous are the evils which spring from distractions and
convulsions in a State; but they are often productive of one
advantage, which outweighs them all. The civil Constitu-
tions of countries, although long neglected through the in-
dolence of the people, and tottering on the \'erge of dissolu-
tion, have nevertheless been thus purged of th.eir corruptions,
brought back to their first prineiples, and made to flourish,
with renewed vigour, through many succeeding ages. But
as this can only ~the work of heroism, conducted by wis-
dom, virtue, and prudence, every writer who, upon such
great and trying occasions, seeks to exaggerate or conceal
facts, to state but one side of a question, to warp the judg-
ment by partial representations, to give railing for reason,
invectives for arguments, and to urge a people into hasty
resolutions, by addressing the inflamed passions rather than
the sober reason-every such writer, I say, insults his coun-
try in distress, aJ?d is a fellow-worker with its enemies, to
hasten its ruin.

Had the author of Common Sense considered thi;;, or were
he possessed of the least reverence for the judgment or feel-
ings of a great and enlightened people, whom he has thought
himself fit to address, his performance would have been of a
different nature. It would at least have worn the sem-
blance of argument, and contained something which had a
chance to meet the reason of wise men, and to stand the
test of their candid examination. He would have listened
patiently to their remarks upon his production, and would
have coolly replied to their objections. He would not have
dared to ofter such an indignity to the publick, as to throw
out impotent threats, instead of answers, against the mean-
est of his fe\Jow-citizens, (if fellow-citizens he has in this
plaee,) merely for endeavouring, in a country yet free, to
detect his misrepresentations, to supply his defect of ma-
terials, and thereby enable a people to judge fairly of their
own weighty concerns.

The contest in which America is engaged, was not lightly
undertaken. The sword was drawn in defence of our laws
and 1iberties. Till thes(;Jare rendered safe, let it not be re-
turned to the scabbard; but, still, let not the scabbard be
thrown away. If our just rights can be best secured by
reconciliation with our own flesh and blood-with a yet
powerful nation, whose religion, laws, and manners, in our
fonner happy days, we gloried to call our own-God for-
bid that we should shut the door against it, by any hasty
measure among ourselves. This happy period of our mise-
ries is still hoped for and devoutly wished, not only by mul-
titudes of the zealous friends of America, through all the
Colonies, but by whole Colonies, in their publick capacity,
regardless of anything that has yet been offered to the con-
trary. While this continues to be the case, he who seeks
'to disturb the union which we nobly supported on our former
ground, is the worst foe to this country. If the British Ad-
ministration has a tool here, labouring to forward their ruin-
ous purposes by divisions and distractions, "thou art the

-

man;" even thou, the author of Common Sense, who hast
started thine ignis-fatuus, to draw the unwary into untried
regions, full of tremendous precipices and quagmires, trea-
cherous to the foot, whither the wise and considerate think
it not safe to follow. Couldst thou succeed in this, thou
dost effectually confirm all the slanders of our Ministerial
foes against us; and instead of America, strong in domes-
tick union, and supported by a respectable part of Britain,
thou wilt give us Britain united, and America rent by divi-
sions, amidst the mighty contest. Thou sayest tbat now is
the exact time for adopting thy plan, and holdest up ruin as
the sure consequence of the least delay. Thou saidst the
same and didst threaten the same, near three months ago,
if we hesltated a moment to follow thy advice. Possibly,
any time may be thy now, especially if thou shouldst have
nothing to lose, and, peradventure, mayest hope to gain
something by the change. But when the Almighty shall be
pleased to say now, thy interpretations will be unnecessary.
He will send conviction along with it, in circumstances so
clear and unambiguous, that they who run may read them.

The publick will excuse the oceasional notice I am forced
to take of the answers bitherto given to my letters. Were
I disposed to deviate from my plan, or, by immediate retalia-
tion, to draw the attention of the reader to the" politieal
characters, eonnexions, and dependencies" of my antago-
nists, (which the author of Common Sense, in his new cha-
racter of the Forester, allows to be very essential in such a
contrQversy,) I believe it would add little to the credit of
their works; especially if, upon inquiry, it should be found
that they have neither" character nor connexions" in this
place, amI that they are the avowed instruments and depen-
dants of some, who, having no concern in our domestick
affairs, are nevertheless constantly intermeddling with them,
to the great disturbance of the Province, and injury of the
publick cause.

The popular leaders who overturned the Monarchy in the
last age, were not themselves friends to Republicks. They
only made use of the name to procure the favour of the
people; and whenever, by such means, they had mounted
to the proper height, each of them, in his turn, began to
kick the people from him as a ladder then useless.

Cromwell exercised the power of a King, and of the most
absolute King, under the specious name of a Protector. The
instnunent of Jlcpublican Government, which he had at first
extolled as the most perfect work of human invention, he
began (as soon as he thought his authority sufficiently es-
tablished) to represent as "a rotten plank, upon which no
man could trust himself without sinking." He had his eyes
fixed upon the Crown; but when he procured an ofterof it,
from a packed Parliament, his courage failed him. He had
oUtwitted himself by his own hypocrisy, and, in his way to
power, had thrown such an odium upon the name of the
King, that his own family, apprehensive he would be mur-
dered the moment the diadem should toueh his brow, per-
suaded him to decline that honour.

The great Sydney never meant more, by his celebrated
work, than to reform the abuses of mixed Government, and
to restrain the rapid progress which the nation was making,
in his time, towards absolute Monarchy. And be was as
much a foe to Cromwell as to C'hades the First, considering
both as governing above the laws. But he did not write
against Kings generally, more than other rulers who might
abuse their power.

"
Nothing," says he, "is further from my intention than

to speak irreverently of Kings;" and he explains what
Kings he means, viz: those limited by law in mixed Go-
vernments. He hris written a whole section to show that the
best Governments in the world have been composed, as the
Englisl~ is, of "Monarchy, Aristocracy, and Democracy. He
says God ordained a mixed Government, answering to this
in all its parts, and consisting of q single Judge, or chief
Captain, (we contend not for names,) a Council of seventy
chosen men, or Sanhedrim, and the General Assemblies of
the People. Is not this our own form complete?

When he speaks of popular Governments, he uses the
utmost precision. "To avoid unnecessary disputes," says
he, "I give the name of popular Governments to those of
Rome, Athen$, Sparta, and the like; but improperly, unless
the same may also be given to many that are usually called
Monarchies, since there is nothing of violence in either.
As to popular Governments, in the strict sense, (that is,
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pure Democracy,) where the People in themselves, and by
themselves, perfoffi} all that belongs to Government, I know
of no such thing; and if it be in the world, I have nothing
to say for it."

And more explicitly still, he says: "Being no way con-
cerned in the defence of Democracy, I may leave our
Knight, (Filmer,) like Don Quixotte, fighting against the
phantasm of his own brain, and to say what he pleases
a<rainst such Governments as never were, unless in such a
place as San ltlarino, near Senegugliu, in Italy, where a
hundred men govern a barbarous rock, tbat no man invades.
As for Democracy, he may say what he pleases of it; and
I believe it can suit only with the convenience of a small
town, accompanied with such circumstances as are seldom
to be found."

If Sydney understood anything of the matter, we see tbat
every Colony in America is already too unwieldy for such a
Government, and therefore it cannot be a model for an im-
mense Continent. In a word, although this great man lived
before the Revolution, he laid its foundation, died a martyr
to its principles, and, by one of the first acts of Parliament
made under it, his attainder was repealed, and a solemn
national sanction given to his writings.

The testimony of another professed Whig, nay, an Inde-
pendent Whig, (the famous Gordon, in his Discourses upon
Tacitus,) shall corne next: "Monarchy, according to Plato,
is the best Government, or the worst; to which opinion
(says he) I subscribe, as I do to that of Philip de Com-
mines, that England is the place in the world where the
publick is most equally administered, and where the people
suffer the least violence. .We are blessed with a form of
Government which Tadtus mentions as the most perfect,
and thinks the hardest to be framed-that happy balance
and mixture of interests that secures every interest."

Polybius, as. he is quoted by JUontagnc, on the Rise and
Fall of Republicks, agrees with Plato: "The best form of
Government (says he) is that which is composed of a due
admixture of Monarchy, Aristocracy, and Democracy."

Of all legislators, he prefers Lycurgus, whom he looks
upon rather as divinely inspired than as a man. To perpe-
tuate the Spartan Government, he united the peculiar excel-
lencies of the best forms into one, that neither of the three
parts, by swelling beyond its just bounds, might ever be able
to deviate into its original inborn defi~cts.

it'Iontaguc adds: "I cannot help observing, on this occa-
sion, that our own Constitution, as settled at the Revolution,
so nearly coincides with Lycurgus's general plan, that it
seems, at first sight, to be formed by that very model."

And, indeed, in the Constitution of mixed Governments,
there is somethin<r more substantial tban an attachment to
the mystical number, three, in this triple union of powers.
All power lodged, uncontrolled, in one 01' many, has been
shown to be full of dan<rer. Lodged in two distinct bQdies,
they may chance to di;agree long; but the addition of a
third turns the scale; and further additions would only be
clogs.

I have not lost sight of ]}lontesquicu, whose sentiments,
as applicable to the English Constitution, in practice as well
as theory, shall be briefly introduced in my next, to close
this part of my work; and then let the author of Common
~ensc combat the arguments of these great men as weIl as
he can; for he has yet said nothing that is in any way
applicable to them, and must look for better arguments
tban those drawn from the nature of the Enl!.lish Constitu-
tion, if he expects to serve his cause. For 'fuy part, I stiJl
stand upon my first ground, and have no sentiment which I
wish to hide on this occasion. When it shall clearly appear
that we can be no longer free, nor secure in our rights and
property, in connection with Britain, or that we can be
more secure in any other connection, (and the time which
will enable us to judge of this cannot be very remote,)
the author of these letters sltall not then lisp a word against
whatever measures the sense of the majority of this country,
fairly taken, shall adopt for the common good; and will be
ready to give his best assistance for carrying them into exe-
cution. But he must ever bear his testimony against being
surprised into publick decisions by misrepresentations, un-
grounded suggestions, and delusive arguments, too evidently
proceeding from prejudice or predetermination of a question,
in which the happiness of a great Continent is involved.

C.no.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE NEW~JERSEY COMMITTEF.

OF SAFETY.
New- York, April 24, 1776.

SIR: The readiness shown by the Committee of Safety
for the Province of New-Jersey to succour this place with
their Militia, on a late occasion, when they were at my re-
quest called ,upon by Brigadier-General the Earl of Stirling,
and the alacrity with which I am informed the Militia then
stepped forward in defence of their country, are sufficient
proo!s of the important service the Province of New-Jersey
is capable of rendering in support of the great cause of
American liberty, especially if the Militia of that Province
be put under such regulations as will enable them to give
their aid at the very time it may be wanted, and without
the least delay possible. What renders such a regulation
the more necessary is, that in the present situation of affairs,
it is more than probable that the approach of the enemy will
be sudden, and without our having Ipng notice of their being
on the coast.

Late experience has taught us that, under the present re-
gulation, it will take at least a fortnight (after the necessity of
the requisition is seen) to assemble and imbody any consi-
derable detachment of the Militia; wherefore it seems abso-
lutely necessary tbat there be a resolution of your Congress,
or Committee of Safety, for allotting a particular number
of your Militia to march on the first notice of the approach
of the enemy. The detachment from eacb regiment should
be fixed upon, who should march to certain places of ren-
dezvous on the first alarm, by regulated signals. A regulatIon
of such signals was lately made by Lord Stirling for the
IIigltlands, Ncvel~sink, and Staten-Island, a copy of which,
with some alteration, I now send you, and which I think
are very proper for the purpose; the two last of which should
be repeated at a number of eminences in your Province.
And if, on the signal of the appearance of a large fleet, the
detachments of your Militia were ordered to rendezvous at
BrunsvJick, Amboy, Woodbridge, Rahway, Elizabethtown,
Newark, and Bergen, they might be ready in a day or two
to march to such place, either in your Province or in this,
as would be found to stand most in need of their assistance.
And in order to avoid the inconvenience which may arise
from tbe absence of your Provincial Generals from that part
of the country ""here the troops may assemble, it will be
necessary tbat the Colonels and commapding officers of
every corps or detachment be directed strictly to obey the
orders they may receive from the Continental General to
wbom that department may be allotted.

With respect, I am, sir, your most obedient, humble ser-
vant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To Samuel Tucker, E~q., President of the Congress of
New-Jersey, or the Chairman of the Committee of Safety
of that Province.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.
New-York, April 24, 1776.

GENTLEl\JEN: It bein,g necessary tbat I should know the
number of troops to compose the Army here, I must request
the favour of your honourable body to infol'll1me how many
ref-,riments are raising in this Province for the Continental
service, by order of Congress, and what their state is as to
men and arms. From the accounts I have had, I have
reason to fear there is a great deficiency in the latter, which,
at a crisis when nothing else seems left to decide the con-
test we are engaged in, is truly alarming, and calls aloud
for their utmost exertions to procure them. The pleasing
and ready assurances I have received fi'om you to co-ope-
rate with me in every measure advancive of the common
cause, leave me no room to doubt but proper steps will bi;)
pursued for obtaining them, and lead me to ask what expec-
tations and source you have for getting a illpply.

If there have been any officers commissioned by you, I
shall be obliged by having a list of their appointments.

I have been informed that there is a number of arms at
Kingston, that were taken from the forces in Dutchess
County; if so, are they not at your disposal, and can they
be had? I am, &c., GEORGE \V ASHINGTON.

To Tfllliam Paulding, Esq., Chairnmn of the Committee
of Safety of Ncw- York.
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GE~~RAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

New-York, April 24, 1776.

SIR: _ I have this day granted a warrant unto Captain
Jacobus Wynkoop for two hundred and seventy-six and
two-thirds dollars, being for a month's advance to him, his
officers and men, who are to serve on the lakes at the rates
following:

Captain, at - - -
Three Mates, at -
One Boatswain, at -
Two Boatswain's Mates, at
Twenty Seamen, at - - -
One Seaman, at - - - -

32 dollars, - - $32
15 dollars, - - 45
15 dollars, - - 15

9~ dollars, - 18~
8 dollars, - 160
6 dollars, - 6

$ 276~
adjusting theWhich you will please to take notice of in

accounts of this Captain and his crew.
Brigadier-General Thompson, with four battalions and one

company, sailed from hence last Sunday. I hope they will
have reached Albany long before this, and I doubt not your
forwarding them on with a]] possible expedition.

We have accounts of the British troops, under General
Howe, being an'ived at IIalifax. A part of them, if not
the whole, will probably attempt the relief of Quebeck, as
soon as the navigation up the &. Lawrence is practicable.

I am, with great esteem, dear sir, your most assured, hum-
ble servant ,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To Major-General ScltUyler, Northern Department.

JIENRY WISNER, JUN., TO THE NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.

Wallkill, April 24,1776.

SIR: In consequence of a resolve of Congress for a num-
ber of powder-mi]]s to be built in this Province, Major
Moses Phillips and myselfappliedto the CountyCommittee
for a recommendation, which we obtained, and herewith
send you, hoping, as we have made great improvements in
the more expeditiously manufacturing gunpowder, vou will
indulge us with the benefit of said resolve. I shou'ld have
been down to make a c~ntract, but my father being sick, I
could not leave the powder-mill without great inconveni-
ence, and hope "this application will answer till the first
Tuesday in ltlay, at which time I expect to attend Congress,
and then will make such contract as the Congress, or Com-
mittee, shall reasonably require. If it is necessary for me to
come down before the first of iUay, should take it as a favour
to be informed by the bearer. We have got timber and
framed a powder-mill, which will be constructed in such a
manner as wiII make much faster than the one belonging to
my father and self, in which we make one thousand pounds
per week. The weather being very changeable, we are
much troubled to get it dry; but have above three tons
made, which we shalI send to Fort Constitution as soon as
dry.

Your answer rela.tive to the powder-mill will oblige, sir,
your humble servant, H W JENRY ISNER, UN.

To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety of the Colony
of New-York.

N. B. Have sent a small horn of our powder, which I
hope wiII meet with approbation.

CORNELIUS D. WYNKOOP TO DIRK WYNKOOP.

Kingston, April 24, 1776.

SIR:: As a S?rgeon a.nd :Mate is allowed to every regi-
ment IIIthe Umted serVice, I have been applied to by :Mr.
George Graham, from the WallkiU, to act in the capacity
of Surgeon's Mate of my Regiment. He is a young man
who, 1 a~ ~old, is.capable for that purpose, and as appea~
by the wlthm certIficate of two reputable persons, he is also
accounted very s~iIfuI. If anything should be wanting from
my. recommenda

, ,

tlon; p]ease to a.pply to Mr. Jones, who, I
beheve, at present IS in JVew- York, who can give you a
satisfactory account thereof; and if your honourable Board
will commission him as a Surgeon's Mate, I could wish it
was done by the first opportunity, as he would make the
necessary preparations.

Should you commission him, please to send it to him, di- "
rected to the Wallkill, as soon as possible. If it is in your
power to let me know where my destination should be, I
should take it as a favour to acquaint me thereof, and what
time.

'

I am your friend to serve,
CORNELIUS D. WYNKOOP.

To Dirk Wynkoop, Esquire, Member of the Provincial
Congress.

PROVIDENCE (RHODE-ISLAND) TOWN-MEETING.

At a Town-Meeting, of the Town of Prov1'deru;e, he1d
on the third Wednesday of April, Anno Domini 1776:

The Honourable Nicholas Cooke, Esq., Moderator.

Instructions to the Deputies of the Town of PROVIDENCE:

GENTLEMEN: At a time when the very being of Ameri-
can liberty is at stake, through the machinations of our most
unnatural and implacable enemies, by whom every effort is
made to distress us, and to force to compliance with the
most arbitrary, oppre~sive, and tyrannical measures, the vir-
tuous inhabitants of the Thirteen United Colonies; and who
have, by their most cruel edicts, absolute]y prohibited that
mutual and friend]y intercourse with Britain and other
foreign countries, which heretofore had amply supplied, to
their great advantage and emolument, such necessary arti-
cles as this happy country, in its infant state, could not so
readily afford; it becomes the wisdom, and is the highest
policy of the said Colonies, to promote, by every measure,
arts and manufactures, as wen as arms, being equally and-
alike necessary to our comfort, support, and defence.

In consideration whereof, (as we suppose,) the honourable
Continental Congress have afforded to several of the South-
ern Colonies such protection as the necessity of the case
required, by passing the following resolution, January 30,
1776: "That no apprentice whatsoever be inlisted within
the Colonies of New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, the Lower Coun-
ties on Delaware, and Maryland, as a soldier in the Army
and Navy of the United Colonies, without the consent of
his master or mistress first obtained in writing; and that all
apprentices now inlisted as soldiers in said Army and Navy,
without such consent, be immediately discharged from the
service, on the application of his master or mistress, upon
payment of all just and reasonable charges of their inlist-
ment ;" and having the filIIest confidence in their justice
and equal regards to each of the United Colonies, and know-
ing, from the most obvious reasons, (arising from the pecu-
liar situation of this small frontier Colony,) that the present
mode of raising recruits for the Army gives the most fatal
discouragements to arts and manufactures therein:

We, the Freemen of the Town of Providence, in Town-
meeting assembled, do recommend to you to use your en-
deavours that the General Assembly of this Colony, as soon
as may be, apply to the honourable Continental ConO"ress,
that this Colony, and the inhabitants thereof, may hav~ the
afore-recited resolution extended to them in the same man-
ner as to the Colonies therein particularly mentioned.

And we further recQmmend, that you endeavour to pro-
cure an act of the General Assembly of this Colony, in sub-
stance nearly the same with the said recited resolve, and
which shall operate as to any standing troops to be hereafter
raised within and for the immediate defence of this Co-
lonv.

Gentlemen, it is not from the least doubt of your cheer-
ful readiness to urge and support every measure calculated
to promote, in subservience to the publick good, the pros-
perity of tllis Colony; nor that we have the most distant
wish to preclude the right of private jlldgment, that we thus
publickly and unitedly recommend the forccroing to your
care; but from the purest Illotives of regard to the welfare
of our country.

Voted, That the foregoing be Instructions for the Deputies
of this Town.

Witness: THEODORE FOSTER, Town-Clerk.

COLONEL KNOX TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-London, Apr.il24, 1776.

SIR: In consequence of your Excellency's directions, I
am employed in looking at and getting the necessary infor-
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mation respecting this harbour, in which I shall spare no
pains. I mentioned to your Excellency Newport harbour,
which, in conjunction with this, will, when fortified, afford a
safe retreat to the AmeTican Navy, or their prizes, in any
wind that blows. They are equally convenient for ships
comin" from sea; and if the wind is not fair to go into oneb .
harbour, they may go mto the other.

The mtillery and stores are all embarked, together with
the remaining company of my regiment, and ha\'e been wait-
in" for a fair wind two days.

°Admiralllopkins is still in this harbour, and, I believe,
will be obliged to continue here some time. He has this
day received intelligence that four ships and two brigs are
off Montauk Point and Block-Island, stationed in such a
manner that but one appears at a time, and each able to
come up to the assistance of the others. The Captain of
the Cerberus was on Block-Island yesterday, and told a
man tlH>re that he was waiting for Admiral llopkin.~, and
expected, in four days, to be joined by Captain Wallace
and his squadron.

I have the honour to be, with the utmost respect, your
Excellency's most obedjent and most humble servant,

.

HENRY KNOX,

Colonel Reb.-imentof Artillery.

To His Excellency General Washington.
P. S. I am in hopes to be able to set out for New- York

on the 28th instant.

COSMOPOLITAN, NO. IX.

To the Inhabitants of the AMERICANColonies:
FRIENDS ANDFELLOW-CITIZENS: Had I not been inter-

rupted by the misforwne of the press, I should have given
the hero of my paper no rest until I had completed his
character as delineated in his letters. As [ kft him some-
what abruptly in my last, I must intrude so far on the reader's
patience, as once more to bring him upon the stage, promising
to keep him there only until my next, with which I shall
conclude.

Resolved as he was, to plague his country with every
species of oppression, he was exceedingly fertile in project-
in" the means. Incessant and wily, but baffied and em-
b:rrassed were his attempts in their execution. No mea-
sun~s, however base, however cruel, however horrid and
unheard of, startled him in his headlong career. Despair-
ing of Grand Juries indicting whole towns, and in effect
the whole Province, as an unlavduJ, tumultuous, and rjotous
assembly, for refusing to transgress the first command of
Heaven, the great law of self-preservation, Caligula like,
he was determined to sever its head fi'Olll a]J its members
wjth one stroke. Union, a mutual intercourse and intel'est
being inimical to tyranny, and divisions, ignorance, and dis-
connected exertions, the very companions of her bosom;
bence, both the policy, and his plan of separating Boston,
that first devoted capital, the head and heart of the com-
munity, from the rest of the Province; and to treat her
meetings as properly a mob, and an outrage upon Govern-
ment-a mob liable to have the leaden messengers of death
burled among them, or the bayonet lifted to theil' throats by
a licentious soldiery, when innocently assembled for the dis-
charge of some social duty.

.What shall I say of bis humanity, his immaculate tender-
ness, when he demanded of . . . . . and. . . . whether
they would order the troops to fire upon mobs, if he should
call upon them? What of his princIples of friendship when
he upbraids bis inmates, who were disposed to go the greatest
lengths, the one, with want of firmness, {()r excusing himself
fi'om the monstrous carnage, for fear of consequences; and
the other, with stupidity, for qualifying his rancorous malice,
by an immaterial distinction?

What shall I say of his tender-heal'ted pity, at a time when
affliction and grief mantled on every face; when the SOl'rows
of our country were seen in blood, flowing from the veins of
our slaughtered citizens; when the pavements in tbe street
blushed with a crimson hue, and upbraided the more unfeel-
ing, the flinty heart, of a cruel, inaetive magistrate; when, to
bis own townsmen pleading in the language of distress, clad
III the robes of affliction from wounds of his own procuring,
be refused to remove the cause of their wo, and to dry up
the fountain of their tears, by suppressing the terror of arms!
'Vhen the temples of God seemed to maul'll, and the very

dwellings of the city appeared to languish, with what seem-
ing delight does he review the tragick scene, and transmit, in
delusive colours, his own merits in that bloody transaction,
that most execrable proceeding, to his approving master?
A scene sufficient to have caused the lawless sword to drop
from every humane hand, swe]Js up his lungs to a higher
tone, for more troops, more havock, more bloodshed.

The leaders and the lcd, are likewise the objects of hi,
malignity, but especially the former; rightly imagining that
he could never entirely compass his ruinous designs so long
as they continued clasped to the neck of their country, so
long as they remained on their post, as watchmen, vibrilantly
opposing his parricidious attempts. From their blood he
expected success. On them he poured forth all that rancour
and splenetick fury that a bold and manly opposition had
enkindled in his ambitious breast. Hence his increasing
clamours for laws that would enable him to seize, expose,
and extinguish those guides of publick councils, those lamps
of intelligence, which, amidst the threatening convulsions,
have continued to burn unimpaired on the altar of liberty.
Hence his importunate demands for British laws to make it
treason fO!'any person to deny, by word or writing, the all-
binding authority of Parliament; and if the Juries refused to
convict on such statutes, to extend the Act of Henry VIII.
for their tl'ial in Great Britain; that is, to have them pinioned,
dragged from their fl'iends, transported like convicts, tried
without evidence, condemned undefended, without law, and
executed without mercy. And also to have persons taken,
carried to Engl{md, and punished at the Execution-Block,
possibly without even the sham formality of a mock-trial.
Did the head of man ever project a scheme more black, his
heal't assent to measures mO!'e horrid against America, than
the above, conceived and hatched by one of her sons?

It is difficult to conceive of a greater political curse, than
a magistrate arnled with full.authority to obstruct, unchecked,
the whole proceedings of the people. This has been our
state ever since the independency of the Govel1lour. From
that fatal period, under his guidance, the community has
been, post haste, on the high-road to destruction. The
most audaciously abandoned, before him, never dared so far
to shake the pillars of the State, and totally to demolish the
power of the people. But in the b.osom of his domination,
as in a gra ve, was buried every principle of freedom, and
in his lettel's, we may literally read the dismal ruins of a fl'eo
country. By what appellation, by what name, shall I call,
shall I descl'ibe the man who, for a mercenary consideration,
sold the authority of a whole Province, attacked the rights
of a wh01e Continent, bartel'ed away the Constitution of a
free Government, and desperately aimed at enslaving his
own countl'ymen, in whose souls the love of liberty is so
deep rooted as not to be extinguishable but with life itself.

Like the horse-leech, ever craving, not satisfied with tho
reception of a bribe himself, he labours to contaminate aU
with whom he is concerned with the same pollution. Lest
the streams of impartial justice should continue to flow, even
according to new-fangled laws, he was determined to dcfik
the fountain by the same royal influence, and to create a
dependance that \vould entail the corruption. Five hundred
sterling a year, says he, for the Chief Justice, and three hun-
dred for the Puny Judges, arc the least sums proper for them
to receive from the Crown to induce them to continue in
their offices, and subserve Governmental purposes. This
being established, it would be of no avail to impeach for
high crimes and misdemeanours, not even by the grand in-
quest for the Province.

The extension of the boundaries of Canada, the arming
Roman Catholicks, and calling the tawny Savage from the
wilderness, to scalp, murder, and desolate the English Colo-
nies, have been justly complained of as unconstitutional, bar-
barous, and disgraceful. But even this is, at least in part,
of an American origin; the cession of Canada to the Eng-
lish, says OLlI'letter-writer, has had worse effects than if it
had remained in the hands of the French and Indians; plainly
intimating that it ought to be held as a menacing rod over our
backs, to scourge for disobedience, or awe to submissions.

Traversing land and sea, ruin and destruction mal'k his
route on both elements. He was largely concerned in re-
straining, hampering, and finally banishing commerce, navi-
gation, ancl trade, fi'om the coast of America. He is express,
for the restraining trade in all the Colonies who will not
acknowledge themselves under the uncontrollab1e dominion
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of a third State, of confining it to Great Britain, and of
excluding them from the bounty of Heaven, common to all
mortals--catching the fishes of the sea for their support and
sustenance.

In short, the demolition of the Charter, the abolishing of
Juries, which were attempted by a late importation of infa-
mous laws, were planned, recommended, and procured by
this fatal monster to his country. It is evident fi'om his oWn
words: "Something (says he) immediately must be done; no
time is to be lost; something, I repeat it, must be done this
session, to show the sense Parliament has of our past con-
duct." To Secretary Pownall, by whom he was informed
that something very decisive might be done in Parliament,
unless a favourable issue in the case of Preston and the
soldiers should cause an alteration of proposed measures, he
writes, "I am now anxious lest Parliament should pass over
all our affronts, contempts, and insults, without notice. This
would be extremely dangerous. In some way or other, the
power of Parliament must be evinced. You know I have
been begging, begging for measures to sUPfort the supre-
macy of Parliament. It will be best that should not be
suspected by the people of having suggested any alterations
in our Constitution." These, and similar expressions, are not
unfreqnent in his letters. His incessant prayers to a Minister
of State for measures against the virtuous, patriotick Ame-
ricans, reminds me of a stale story that loneI.' heard, with
which I shall conclude, respecting a very troublesome wo-
man, who made application to an unjust judge that neither
feared God nor regarded man, to avenge her of her adver-
saries, who, by the force of importunity and pressing solici-
tations, wearied him into compliance.

NEW-HA.MPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Tuesday, April 2,1776.

The General Court of this Colony appointed the foUow-
ing gentlemen to be a Committee of Safety in the recess of
the Court:

The Honourable ltleshech Weare, Nathaniel Folsom,
Ebenezer Thomson, Esquires, of the Council; and Philips
White, Josiah Moulton, John Dudley, Robert Wilson,
Stephen Evans, Esquires, and Captain Pierce Long, of the
Assembly; who proceeded to business, and appointed the
Honourable Jtleshech Weare, Chairman.

Wednesday, April 3,1776.

Ordered the Treasurer to pay Captain Ebenezer Dear-
ing's Pay-RoU, for One month's wages in advance, and
Blanket Money; amounting to one hundred and twenty-four
Pounds ten Shillings, lawful money.

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay to Samuel Cutis,
Esq., Commissary, six hundred Pounds, lawful money, to be
by him accounted for.

Ordered the Receiver-General to deliver Josiah 7tloulton,
Esq., two pounds of the Colony Powder in his possession,
he paying therefor at the rate of three Shillings, lawful
money, per pound.

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay to Captain John
Calef, One Pound one Shilling, for the Mast used in the
Exeter Fire-Raft.

Thursday, April 4,1776.

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay the Selectmen of
Jlampton five Pounds fourteen ShiJlings and two Pence,
for moving and repairing a Guard-House.

Tuesday, April 9, 1776.

Pursuant to agreement the Committee met at Ports-
mouth.

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Lieutenant Sam-
'lMlAtkinson fourteen Pounds thirteen ShiJlings and eleven
Pence, for the expense of transporting the Indians sent from
Exeter, from Boscawen to Plymouth.

Wednesday, April 10, 1776.

Employed the chief of the day in viewinO" the Great
Island, Pierce's and Sevey's Islands.

b

town on publick business for the Colony; and also for one
hundred Pounds; to be accountedJor.

Ordered the Receiver-General to pay Christopher Tap-
pan, Esq., one hundred and ninety Pounds, for eight Six--
pounders, at twenty Pounds, and for two Six-pounders, at
fifteen Pounds.

Gave liberty to Captain 1f1illt'am Pearce to fit a Vessel
out for the foreign West-Indies, to be loaded with such arti-
cles as are not forbidden by any resolve of the Continental
Congress; among other articles, to carry about seventy thou-
sand Boards; the net proceeds of which is to be laid out in
such things as we may direct, the Colony to receive the same
on their arrival, allowing the first cost, customary commis-
sions, and freight home, the residue to be laid out as he may
think fit; for all which he is to give bonds.

Sent off an express to Boston after Cannon, &c., and
wrote several Letters.

Gave James McCluer an order for five Pounds, for one
month's wages as Adjutant to Colonel Gilm.an.

Wednesday, April 24,1776.

Met at Exeter according to appointment.
Gave John LanJidon, Esq., a Permit for the Brig .Mar-

quis of Kildare, '1 'komas Palmer Master, to proceed to
Europe with her lading, &c.

Ga ve Colonel Burnam an Order on the Treasurer for
twelve Pounds four Shillings and ten Pence, for his tilp.e and
expenses at J}fedford, mustering the thirty-oue Companies
sent down there.

Thursday, April 25, 1776.

Gave Colonel Samuel Folsom an Order on the Treasurer
for twelve Pounds five Shillings, his Bill for Room, Fire-
wood, and Candles, for the Committee of AccouIlts.

Gave Comfort Sever and John Crane an Order on the
Receiver-General for seven Pounds twelve Shillings and
four Pence, lawful money, for the expenses of the Indians
on their return to Canada.

Gave the Selectmen of Northampton an Order on the
Receiver-General for four Pounds eight Shillings and nine
Pence, for hauling a 'Vatch-House on Boar's Head.

Gave liberty to General Folsom to receive out of the pub-
lick stock of Powder, one barrel, for one borrowed of the
Town of Exeter and carried to Portsmo'j.lth,last fall.

Gave an Order on the Receiver-General to pay Captain
Eliphelet Daniels's Pay-Roll, amounting to - £154 12

Account for Blanketing Money, 38 8
£193 0

Which Roll was made up to 17th April instant.
Gave directions to the Selectmen of Rochester to deliver

Colonel Stephen Evans a four-pound Cannon, now in said
Town, to be carried to Piscataq1!a Harbour.

Friday, April 26, 1776.

Received from Major George Gains three thousand
weight of Powder, which he was dir~cted to bring up here
by the Assembly, and lodge the same m the Powder~House.

Gave an Order on. the Receiver-General for eighty
Pounds, lawful money, m favourof Quartermaster Gains.

Gave Major Gains an Order to proceed to Boston for the
Cannon and Stores lent.

Gave Samuel Cutts, Esq., Commissary, an Order on the
Treasurer for six hundred Pounds, to be by him accounted
for.

CAPTAIN TITUS SALTER TO NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.
Portsmouth, April 24, 1776.

Pursuant to the within, I have been to Boston, and as to
the four cannon, have seen them. They can be had with the
balls, &c., belonging to them, when sent for. As to any
provision it cannot be had, neither could I procure an Engi-
neer, or any more cannon. TITUS SALTER.
To the Honourable Committee of Safety for the Colony of

New-Hampshire.

Colony of New-Hampshire, in Committee of Safety, (
April 11,1776. 5

Thursday, April 11, 1776. Captain TITUS SALTER:

Gave Josia~ Bartlett; ~sq., an o;der?n the ,Treasurer for You are hereby authorized, an~ appointed to proceed to
four Pounds thu,teen ShlJlmgs, for 1115gomg tWice to Water- Boston, and there make apphca.tlon to the Honourable Ge-

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. v. 67 -
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neral Ward for liberty to bring back the cannon, viz: two
thirty-two-pounders, and two six-pounders, doqble fortified,
lent the Continental Army in July last, as we conceive they
are not wanted there now, and as our lines at Portsmouth
,have not guns any ways sufficient for the defence thereof;
;and to see if any balls can be procured for the cannon there.
Also, to inquire of General Ward, or the Commissary-Ge-
neral, whether there is any flour in store belonging to the
Continent, to be sold, and at what price.

And also, to endeavour to procure some skilful Engineer,
to come to Portsmouth, as soon as may be, to layout the
.lines of some fortifications there as soon as possible; and on
.your return to notify Colonel ~Veare of the time the Engi-
TIcer will be at Portsmouth; and make rcturn of your doings
:to the Committee.

By order of the Committee. .

In Committee of Safety, Portsmouth,
<-Aprilll, 1776. 5

SIR: The bearer, Captain Salter, is instructed to apply
to you for the release of cannon lent by this Colony to the
Continental Army. And as our situation is such as makes
it necessary to have a considerable number of cannon
mounted at several places, to make any considerable opposi-
tion against an enemy attempting to destroy our capital, and
near a hundred heavy pieces of cannon were carried by the
King's ships from our Castle to Boston, many of which it is
probable are left there; and if it is consistent with your in-
structions from the Continental Congress to lend as many as
you c.an conveniently spare, to be accounted for by the Co-
lony, it will at this time be esteemed a great favour done us.

By order of the Committee:
I am, sir, your most humble servant,

MESHECH WEARE, Chairman.

To the Honourable Artemas Ward, Esq.

LORD GEORGE GERMAINE TO GENERAL HOWE.

Whitehall, April 25,1776.

SIR: Captain Emmerick, who will have the honour to
deliver this letter to you, served several years in the corps
of Hanoverian Rangers, and was employed last war in many
situations in which confidence and ability were requisite,
anct,acquitted himself with great credit and honour.

He is now under the protection of Government here, and
being desirous of employment in North-America I am CQm-
mand~d to recommend him to your attention; and as he
certainly may be very useful in many situations, I am per-
suaded you will soon discover his merit, and employ him to
his own and the publick advantage.

I am, &c., GEORGE GERMAINE.

WILLIAM HARRISON TO THOMAS SMYTH.

Head-Quarters, Blunt's Warehouse,
<-April 25, 1776. 5

SIR: Mr. Wright and myself, with fifty-two men, inclu-
ding drummer and fifer, reached this place yesterday. We
came 'down by water from Newtown, as far as the upper
IJart of the Island, to avoid the expense of a march.

\Ve have found here good store of provisions, but no per-
son to give out fit proportions of it, and we are at a loss how
to do it ourselves, as it is not possible to get either wet or
dry measures. There are certain necessary articles for the
soldiers wanting, which are not to be had here, a list of
which Mr. Wright has. Captain Veazey desired me to
write you that he is distressed for money. He was so much
wanting it when I left town that he could not supply me
.with what was absolutely necessary to defray the expenses
of the corps. He desired me to let you know likewise that
he had five hundred pounds, Province money, in hand, sent
hjm by his father, which he would be glad to apply by order
of the Council.

I shall be much 9b]iged to you to furnish 1\11'.Wright
with the resolves of the last Convention. We could not
obtain a copy of them in Newtown, and it is very fit we
should have them.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient servant,
. WILLIAM HAR.RISON. .

. To the HonourableThomasSmyth, Esq.
P. S. We find many of the gun-locks, which we have,

defective, but hope we shall be able to get them put in good
order in the neighbourhood, as we learn there is a person
who understands such business.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO THE PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

[Read April 29,1776, and referred to Mr. Harrison, Mr. Rut1edge, Mr.
Goldsborough, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Rodney.]

III Couneil of Safety, Annapolis,
<-April 25, 1776. 5

SIR: We send you under guard the person and papers
of Alexander Ross. We have examined him, and send also
a copy of his examination. Among his papers we find
several that relate to a scheme of carrying on the lumber
trade from West-Florida to the Islands in the TVest-lndics,
and two letters of recommendation, from Governour Eden
and Lord Dunmore, to the Governour of that Department.
These papers we consider as the most material of any we
could find, and have put them up in a separate bundle.

The persons he is supposed to be a confederate with, you
have already in your custody, we mean Smith and Connolly,
and we presume also their papers.

.

Weare, very respectfuJly, sir, your obedient servant,
CHARLES CARROLl..

To the Honourable John lIancoc7c, Esq., President of Con-
gress, Philadelphia.

[No. 129.]

MARYLAND COUNCIl, OF SAFETY TO DELEGATES IN CON-
GRESS.

[No. 130.] Annapolis,April 25, 1776.
GENTLEMEN: We send the person of Alerander Ross,

together with his papers, and a copy of his examination,
under guard, to the honourable Congress. Have written
to the President to that purpose. \Ve find several papers
that relate to a scheme of trade in Hlest-Florida, and two
letters of recommendation, one fi'om Governour Eden and
the otrler from Lord Dunmore. These, we think, are mate-
ria]; his other papers, which we likewise send, we ha vo
searched, and find nothing of consequence.

Since our last, nothing new has occurred, except the
examination of Mr. Purviance before our Board. He at first
denied the anonymous letter; afterwards, on recollection,
acknowledged it contained some of his sentiments, but could
not remember when he wrote them. He prevaricated most
abominably.

We hope the time of calling the Convention wiII meet
with your approbation. We apprehended bad consequences
from delay. No messenger as yet returned from Philadel-
phia. You may judge that we wish to hear some favourable
news from you. Be it as it may, we have the satisfaction
.of thinking that we have done our duty by endeavouring
to keep peace in the Province. \Ve are, &c.

To the Deputies for 'Maryland, in Congress.

P. S. We send you a copy of Genera] Lee's letter to
Samuel Purviance.

In Council of Safety, Annapolis, April 24,1776.

Examination of ]tIr. SAMUELPURVIANCE,Jun., Chairman of
the Committee of Observation for BALTIMORECounty.
1. Question. You have a letter from General Lee, ad-

dressed to you as Chairman of the Committee of Observa-
tion for Baltimore County. Will you produce it?

Answer. It is a doubt with me whether I can produce it
in publick with honour. I will show it to you in private.

2. Question. Do you refuse to produce that letter to us
in Council ?

Answer. If I do, I expect a copy will not be taken.
3. Question. Will you produce it to the Council; yea or

nay?
Answer. Delivers it. The letter was read.
4. QIl.{!,stion.Who made up the packet to the Congress

from your Committee?
Answer. Mr. Lux, I believe; I was not present when it

was done.
5. Question. What letters were in it?
Answer. I do not know-there were very few.
6. Question. Was there any other packet sent to Con-

gress?
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Answer. Not that I know of.
7. Question. Do you k'now anything of an anonymous

letter enclosed to lVIr.lIancock in the packet?
Answer. No.
8. Question. Do you know of no anonymous letter or

paper sent to PltiladeZph1:a?
Answer. I know of none.
9. Question. You know of no anonymous letter to the

following purport? (reading a recital of it.)
Answer. No.
10. Question. Nothing in your hand-writing to that pur-

port?
Answer. I wrote a private letter, in my own name, and

signed therewith, to lVIr.Hancock, as a private person, and
which I desired he might not show to Congress. It was
principally relative to the letter I received fi.-omGeI)eral
Lee. I mentioned likewise to him, that three gentlemen of
our Committee were to wait on the Council the next day
with the despatches received from V/:rginia; that I would
gladly go as one, but that I had reason to believe I did not
stand in a favourable light with the Council, who, I under-
stood, had taken great offence at a letter or order I had
written to Captain Nicholson, at the time the Otter was in
our river. I likewise told him my opinion, that I did not
expect, or had doubts whether the Council would take so
spirited a step as to seize the Governour; and the event
proves that I was not mistaken. I believe J likewise men-
tioned to him the design of sending the tender to Anna-
polis, to prevent the Governour's escape, should he attempt
it; a measure which appeared to me strictly proper, both
fi-omthe tenour of the Secretary of State's letters, and Ge-
neral Lee's letter to me.

11. Question. You know of nothing sent fi-ornyou re-
specting yourself as an object against whom the Council of
Safety had levelled their power?

Answer. I had good reason to know I was disliked by
the Council, but never had any apprehensions of their power
against me.

12. Question. Have you ever represented yourself as
thought by the Council of Safety a warm, hot-headed man;
and that your power must be puJIed down, or you would
throw things into confusion?

Answer. I was weJl-informed I was considered in that
light by your Council; and I have mentioned it in conversa-
tion to many of my friends.

13. Same question.
Makes no answer.
14. Question. The question was asked again, and lVIr.

Purviance desired to recollect.
Answer. It is very possible I may have made such repre-

sentations in letters written to some of my friends, as well as
in private conversation. -

15. Question. Were they enclosed in the packet to Con-
gress ?

Answer. I never wrote to the Congress upon any such
subject.

16. Question. How long has it been since you wrote such
letters?

Answer. I cannot say. I never wrote anything with a
view to prejudice the Council of Safety.

17. Question. Were they written within a week past?
Answer. I believe not.
18. Question. Do you remember that you impressed Ge-

neral Lee with an idea that the Council of Safety ,vere timid
and inactive?

Answer. General Lee seemed as weIl acquainted with
the publick affairs in Maryland as I was; and it cannot be
doubted that we conversed on many pubIick subjects. That
I ever took pains to impress bim with an ill opinion of the
Council, I deny.

19. Question. Do you know of a single instance of inac-
tivity in the Council of Safety, wjth respect to Baltimore
town?

Answer. I do not know that I was called here to gh'e
any opinion of the Council of Safety, to their faces; but I
know tbat I have heard many complaints, some of Jhem
perhaps I thought ill-founded. If I think otherwise of any
other part of them, I have a right to exercise my judge-
ment.

20. Question. Did we Dot give you the earliest intelli-
gence on the late alarm?

Answer. You did everything in your power. I have
passed many encomiums on you for it, in private letters to)
my friends.

21. Question. Did you not give instructions to Captain'
Samuel Smith?

Answer. Yes.
22. Question. "\Vere they under an oath of secrecy?
Answer. They were not.
23. Question. Why was not Captain Smith to consult

the Council of Safety when be came to Annapolis?
Answer. It was my intention he should.
24. Question. Were his instructions to be shown to the

Council?
Answer. I did not tell him to show them, but presumed

when he got to Annapolis he would be under their direc-
tions.

25. Question. Was Captain Smith to consult the com-
manding officer, and lay him under an oath of secrecy?

Answer. I gave him no such orders; I expected he was
to take directions from the Council.

26. Question. Did you expect the Governour was going
down the Bay when you sent the tended _-

Answer. My expectation was that the Governour would
attempt to escape, upon being informed that his letters were
intercepted; otherwise I should not have sent the tender. A
letter I wrote to the deputation of the Committee will ex-
plain my conduct on that head.

27. Question. Have ,t0u a copy of that letter?
Answer. I have the letter itself.
28. Question. Your instructions were that the Governour

should be calTied to Baltimore town. WIiy not delivered
to the Council of Safety?

Answer. I will give you my ideas of the matter. I con-
ceived that at the seat of Government he would have
numerous friends and partisans; a cIamour might be raised,
and a rescue attempted. I proposed carrying him to Balti-
rrwre, and putting him on board the ship-of-war, where he
would be treated like a gentleman, and there to await the
directions of the Council of Safety, or Congress, whose
prisoner I deemed him.

29. Question. Why were troops ordered fi'om Baltimore,
and Captain SmitlL not to consult 'the commanding officer
here?

Answer. The Committee were well informed that Alexan-
der Ross was come to Annapolis, and were afraid he would
alarm the Governour, who would very probably attempt to
escape; therefore troops, or armed men, were thought neces-
sary, should Captain Smith find tbe Governour attempting
to escape before be got to Annapolis. -

30. Question. "\Vere there any marines on board?
Answer. I believe there were either sailors or marines.
31. Question. You say the troops were sent to intercept

the Governour, should he have attempted to escape?
Answer. That was my intention; and my letter to the

deputation from the Baltimore Committee wiIl explain the
reason of sendinu the tender.

32. Question.'='y 0'1 say you have ihe letter-produce it.
Answer. Delivered it. Explains the reason of his sending

the boat, by referring to General Lee's letter; directed Cap-
tain Smith to apply to the gentlemen of Balt£more, who, I
thought, would carry him to the Council of Safety, to consult
upon the measure.

33. Question. Why was the Governour to be carried to
Baltimore, if taken at Colonel Fitzhugh's? Would not the
Committee of Calvert have taken care of him?

Answer. I gave no directions whatever on that subject,
on condition that Captain Smith found the Governour at-
tempting to escape before he got from Baltimore to Anna-
polis; and I had not the least design of anything save to
prevent the Governour's escape.

34. Question. Did you not know the Council of Safety
were sitting?

Answer. I expected they were.
35. Question. Was any other letter, than the above, writ-

ten by you to the Baltimore deputation?
Answer. Not a scrap.
36. Question. Some gentlemen were sent to AnnapoHs to

engage the commanding officer by oath to secrecy. Do you
know anything of this?

Answer. No. I never entertained the most distant idea
of that sort. The gentlemen of the Committee an4 myself

.
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thought the intimation in General Lee's letter improper, and
\vere doubtful whether it was a publick or private letter.

37. Question. Do you know of any such intimation con-
~tained in an anonymous lettcr?

Answer. I do not. I neither wrote any such, nor ever
neard of any such.

38. Question. Do you know of any letter to the com-
manding officer here on the subject?

Answer. No. I did not suppose the commanding officer
here could execute such an order while the Council of
Safety were sitting.

39. Question. Was this the reason that the picked men
were sent?

Answer. No.
explained.

40. Question, What time did you recei 'olethe despatches
from Virginia 1

Answer. Sunday evening.
41. Question. What time did you send them to Con-

gress ?
Answer. Four o'clock Monday morning.
42. Question. Why was not the same despatch used

with respect to us ?
Answer. We thought it most respectful to appoint a de-

putation to wait on the Council, and the gentlemen could
not go till the morning.

43. Question. Did you know what was contained in the
packet to the Congress?

Answer. There was no packet for the Congress. There
were two or three private letters; and the letter to Mr.
Hancock was in General Lee's handwriting.

44. Question. In your letter to the gentlemen from Bal-
timore, why was Captain Smith directed to go to Colonel
Fitzhugh's 1

Answer. I did not order him to go there. I expected
he would have orders from the Council to go there, in case
the Governour had escaped before Captain Smith got to
Annapolis.

45. Question. Did you give any directions to Captain
Nicholson verbally, or in writing?

Answer. I had conversed with Captain Nicholson on the
propriety of sending the tender; he concurred with me,
and at my desire ordered the tender to be got ready.

46. Question. Did you see Captain Nicholson's instruc-
tions to his Lieutenant?

Answer. Not till after the return of the officers and ten-
der to Baltimore.

47. Question. Do you knQw of any intention to seize
the Governour at Colonel Fitzhugh's 1

Answer. I gave no such instructions, and know nothing
of any such, save what is hinted in Captain Nicholson's
orders to his Lieutenant.

48. Question. If seized at Colonel Fitzhugh's, why not
sent to the Committee of Calvert 1

Answer. I have already informed you I gave no such
orders to Captain Smith.

49. Question. The instructions are dated on the 14th,
and the letter also. How account for it?

Answer. It was a mistake; they ought to have been dated
on Monday, the 15th.

50. Question. By your letter to the gentlemen of Balti-
more, the tender was to be under their direction; did. you
expect they were to mix with the Council?

Answer. My letter to the gentlemen of Baltimore will
show that was not my intention. I imagined that on so im-
portant an affair they would confer with them on the subject.

51. Question. Why was Captain Smith to consult with
the gentTemen of Baltimore?

Answer. I referred him to those gentlemen, expecting
they would carry him to the Council, under whose direc-
tion I expected he would be after his arrival at Annapolis.

52. Question. You say you wrote to your friends that
the Council behaved with spirit on the late alarm?

Answer. I am certain I did to several, and observed the
happy effects of it in rousing the whole Province.

53. Question-Mr. Carroll. The instructions were got
by chance to my certain knowledge.

Answer. I neither gave Captain Smith directions to show
his orders, nor forbade him to do it.

54. Question. Did you enclose the packet to Philadel-
phia in a letter of yours?

The intention of sending them is already

Answer. No.
55. Qltestion. Why was so much respect sllown to the

Council of Safety of Virginia, and not to tbe President of
the Congress?

Answer. A single gentleman was very sufficient to carry
a packet to the Congress, and bring back their despatches.
It was thought probable the Council of Safety would choose
to confer with the Members of the Baltimore Committee on
so interesting a subject as that contained in the papers which
they carried; and it was to them, not the Council of Vir-
ginia, the respect was intended.

56. Question. Did you not cover the letter from the Con-
gress ?

Answer. I did; and my reason was, that the packet fi'om
Congress being endorsed with .Mr. IIancock's name, and the
publick curiosity being at that time great to know what was
in agitation, I feared the express, or some other person who
might see the packet, would be tempted by curiosity to open
it; therefore put it under a new cover, directed to the Coun-
cil, expecting it would pass as an ordinary packet from the
Committee. To obviate aU suspicions of my having open-
ed it, which I presume is implied in your question, I could
have no temptation to do so base an action. The despatch
fi'om Congress to our Committee infom1Cd us they had sent
orders to the Council to seize the person and papers of Go-
vernour Eden and Mr. Alexander Ross.

56. The question asked again.
Answer. RecoUected he did.
lVIr. Purviance acknowledges the instructions were given

by himself, and not by the Committee.

In Council of Safety, Annapolis, April 24, 1776.

The Examination oj Mr. .WILLIAMLux, Deputy Chair-
man oj the Committee oj Observation Jor BALTIMORE
County.
Question. Who made up and sealed the packet that was

sent to Congress?
Answer. I did.
Question. Do you know what letters were contained in

that packet?
Answer. The letter of Lord George Germaine; letter, in

General Lee's hand-writing, to John IIancock; and a private
letter to a gentleman in Philadelphia, but does not recol-
lect who. The letter from the Council of Safety of Vir-
ginia was enclosed in the packet to the Baltimore Commit-
tee.

Question. Was the packet to John Hancock very large?
Answer. No; small.
Question. Did you deliver it to the Messenger?
Answer. I delivered it to Mr. Purviance. The letter direct-

ed to the Council of Safety was enclosed to us; it had the seal
nearly torn off in opening our letter; we desired the gentle-
men appointed to wait on you, to explain the cause; we went
to Mr. Purviance at one o'clock; the gentleman who was
to go messenger to Philadelphia, was in bed, at Mr. Purvi-
ance's,where we left the letter, when I received the packet.
I did not open General Lee's letter to lVIr.Purviance.

Question. Did you know of any verbal or written instruc-
tions given to Captain Nicholson 1

Answer. No. The first I heard of it was at Annopolis.
Question. Have not the powers of seizing the Governour

been assumed by persons other than the Council of Safety?
Answer. Not by the Committee of Observation forBal-

timore County.
Question. Have they not been assumed generally?
Answer. They have.
Question. Have the Committee of Baltimore any right

to accuse the Council of Safety of timidity, inactivity, or
neglect of duty?

Answer. No. The Committee think your conduct meri-
torious.

Question. Had the gentlemen of the Baltimore Commit-
tee, who were delegated to wait on us, any other' commands
or instructions than the delivery of the letter to the Council
of Safety?

Answer. None. They thought the delegation the most
respectful mode of proceeding.

Questl:on. Why send a letter from the Committee of Safety
of Virginia to us by a delegation, and not Mr. Hancock's
letter?
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Answer. The letter appeared to be defaced, and we sent About one o'clock, Mr. Samuel "fU11Jiance passed by the
persons on that account. bar,racks; I spoke to, and t.old him tbat I was readf, and

Question. How can you account for the gentlemen not '~aIted but for ?rders; ~e said I should hav,? them Imme-
showinO' all your instructions? dtately. 1 agam went III search of the Major, and found

Ans~er. They had no instructions' none were thought of. him at dinner. I told him my men were ready. As soon as
.. . ' he had finished dining, he went to Mr. P.urviance's, where

EvammatlOn of j}[aJor GIST. I followed him in about ten minutes and found him readinO'
Question. Some instructio~s handed to us with ~our en- my instructions. ' <>

dorsement.. Be pleased to mforrn what conversatIon you (Mr. Purviance mentioned that ~fthe Governour was still
had, and with who.m.

C"
at Annapolis, 1 should have nothmg to do, as he supposed

Answer. Captam lvtchol'son first mformed me, and he the Council of Safety would put him under guard before I
told me of Samuel Purviance's instructions, (as if from the could get down.)
Commit~ee.) ., . I received my instructions from the Major, and with my

QuestlOn. DId you consider the purport of the mstruc- men went immediately to the Point, where I went on
tions? . , . , board the Defence's tender, commanded by Lieutenant Ni-

A,nswer.. Yes; but I did It rather precIpitately; had I cholson. After taking proper stores fi'om the Defence, we
conslder~d It, p.erhaps I should not have ,done ~o. proceeded down, arrived, and came to anchor off the har-

QuestlOn: DI? YOlTunder~tand .Captam Smtth was to be bour of Annapolis, at about three o'clock, on Tuesday morn-
under the directIons of the Council of Safety? in". At daybreak I went ashore, and delivered a letter to

Answer. I un?erstood ~ deleg~tion of the Committee. was M~ssrs, John Smith, Benjamin Ni,cholson, and John Sterrit.
sent to 1-nnapobs. The mstruc~lOns. of Sa1}tUelPU1'vwnce They told me what had passed between them and the ho-
were written when I first saw hlln, Immedtately upon my nourable Council. I asked them whether 1 might not in-
signing t.hem.. . form the Council of my business. They said the Council

QuestlOn. What conversatIOn passed on Sunday mght? had enjoined the strictest secrecy, and advised me not to
Answer. 1 was shown the ~etters f~om th~ Secretary of mention it till I had their (the Council's) leave.

State. They were v.e~y busy m makmg copies to send to (I showed them my orders. They advised me not to show
Congres~. They enJomed me to secrecy. them to any person, as it was their opinion they were in some

QuestlOn. Who were there? . degree improper. They said they were to wait on Major
Answ~r. Mr. Buc.hanan, l\!r. Nlcholson, &c. Jenifer after breakfast, and would let me know when they
Questzon. .What tJme was Jt when you first saw Samuel returned how I was to act. On their return to the Coffee-

Purviance's instructions drawn ur? . . 'House, they told me he highly approved of the tender's
Answer. On ~onday, about dmn~r. I did no~wishto beingsent downj and that they were to meet the Council

th~w ~ny reflectIons upon the CounCil by ~y acqUiescence. at one o'clock, who would give me orders.)
I unagmed the gentlemen of the Committee would bave About eleven o'clock I observed the Governour's boat
applie~ to the Coun~iI of Safety for, instructions. Upon hove out, and cleaning: I thought it my duty to make it
~eflectlon, I am convmced the Committee had no power to immediately known to the honourable Council, and accord-
Issue such orders. ingly waited on them, and was refused admittance. I with

difficulty persuaded the doorkeeper to ask Mr. B. Nichol-

how to son (who was with them) to come out. After half an hour's
attendance, he came.. I told bim what I had seen, and
begged he would tell the Council that 1 waited their orders
whether to remain with the tender, or return home. They
answered by Mr. Nich{Jl.son, that they desired me to remain
with the boat, and act according to the orders I had received,
or words to that amount. A short time after sunset I went
on board. The Midshipman who came on shore for me
pointed at a schooner lying off the Governour's wharf, which
he said had come out, and on seeing the tender's boat row-ing
towards her, put back immediately, and came to where she
then lay. On my return to Annapolis next morning;( Wed-
nesday,) we knew her to be Mr. Sprigg's. Abont eleven
she hove up, and attempted going out, but was brought to
by the tender. About twelve, the Governour's boat also got
under way, and the tender brought her to. I saw what was
done, and thought it my duty to go on board. I searched
the last-mentioned boat narrowly, and found porter and
claret, which made me suspect his Excellency intended
making his escape. I put a guard on board, with some of
the Defence's people, and am sorry to say that two bottles of
porter and some of claret were drunk by them. Mr. Sprigg
came off to us, and seemed much surprised that we should
dare to stop his boat; and asked what orders we had. I
thought his question impertinent, and answered it as it de-
served-with silence. I wcpt ashore with him, he grumbling
all the time. Secretary Smith was on the wharf. He asked
Mr. Sprigg what was the matter, that byordff from the Coun-
cil of Safety his schooner was stopped. Mr. Smith imme-
diately r~plied, that he could assure him that the Council of
Safety had given no such orders. I said it was sufficient I
had my orders for what was done. I then went to dinner,
and there understood, by verbal orders fi'om Mr. Duvall, that
the affair was settled, and I might return home. Mr. Sprigg
came in, and I promised to send his boat up to Annapolis
according to his desire. I went down to the wharf with
intention to go on board, where I met Lieutenant Nicholson,
with a pass from the Governour for his mulatto to pass un-
molested in Chesapeake-Bay. We thought proper to deli-
ver it to some member of the honouraj:Jle Council; and seeing
Mr. Carroll talking with Mr. Sprigg, we went up to him,
and Lieutenant Nicholson delivered it. Mr. Spriug com-
plained of ill treatment. Lieutenant Nicholson told him he

Evamination of Captain SMITH.

Qu.cstion. Had you any particular instructions
execute the orders from Mr. Purviance?

Answer. He had some conversation with Mr. Purviance
about the orders, some time before he delivered the instruc-
tions.

Question. Did you apprehend the instructions were to be
shown to the Council of Safety?

Answer. I did; but as I was not admitted in the Coun-
cil, had not an opportunity of showing them. Mr. Rey-
nQlds informed me that I was to act according to the orders

. I had received. I was enjoined to secrecy, or would have
shown my orders to the Council.

Question. Had you any verbal orders from Mr. Purviance,
or from anyone else?

Answer. I had not.
Question. Did you consult the deputation from Baltimore

before you came to the Council?
Answer. He waited on the deputation very early in the

morning; they informed him what the Council had deter-
mined; advised him not to show his instructions to the Coun-
ciL Produced a representation of his conduct, and promised
a copy to the Council.

Captain SMITH'S Xarrative.

On Monday, the 15th of April, I was on the field exer-
cising the three companies stationed in Baltimon:, when Mr.
Samuel Purviance, Chairman of the Committee, came out
to me, and begged I would immediately attend the Com-
mittee, that an affair of the greatest consequence demand-
ed my attention; that there would be occasion for eight or
ten of my men, under my own command, to go in Captain
Nicholson'! tender. He then found it necessary to infonn
me of the business, and enjoined the strictest secrecy. I
kept the troops about a quarter of an hour longer on duty,
and discharged them all, except my own company, out of
which I chose ten good men and a Sergeant, and ordered
them to be in readiness at half past one. 1 waited at Mr.
PUTviance-'s, (on the Committee, as I thought,) but found
only the Chairman there. He showed me the different Jet-
ters respecting the business 1 was to go on; and I agreed
with him that too mucb despatch could not be made. I
then went in quest of Major Gist, but could not find him.
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only did what he had a right to do. He replied, he sup-
posed that he (Lieutenant Nicholson) might think he was
right. I answered, that he not only thought so, but was so.
Mr. Carroll said that the Council had given no such orders.
Both Lieutenant Nicholson and myse1f assured him that we
had orders; and on being asked to show them, we did so,
and promised to leave copies of them; which we did, with
Mr. Duvall. About two o'clock we went on board, and
returned to Baltimore town.

N. B. The paragraphs marked ( ) I recollected since I,
Samuel Smith, wrote the narrative delivered to tbe honour-
able Council. I wrote it in a great hurry, 01' I might then
have remembered many otber circumstances relative to this
affair.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO JOHN HANSON.

[No. 131.J Annapolis,April 25, 1776.

SIR: "Ve received, yesterday, your favour of the 15th
instant, and have sent you, by Robert Owings, eighty-six
pounds four shillings and six pence, currency, agreeabJe to
your request. The Committee has our permission to use
any part of the publick po\vder in their possession, when-
ever they think it necessary for the defence of the Province.

We are, &c.

To John Hanson, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of
Frederick County, Middle District.

MARYLAND DELEGATES TO COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, April 25, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We this day, about twelve o'clock, re-
ceived your letter of the 22d, by the return of our express.
No further proceeding in Gongress on Mr. Eden's affair.
King came in on Sunday, about three o'clock, and is but
just now discharged: we think proper to mention it, that
you may not think him blameable. If Mr. Rogers is able,
we wish his attendance here, that as many of us as might
be, should be at the Convention. We do not think that the
Province ought to be left unrepresented here.

Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,
MATTHEW TILGHMAN,

THbMAS JOHNSON, JUN.,

T. STONE.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, April 25, 1776.

Sm: I have delivered in charge to Mr. Hanson and Mr.
Cox three hundred thousand dollars, for the service of the
Army in Canada, and have directed them, by order of Con-
gress, to deliver the same to you; and am to request you
will please to order it to be sent to General Schu;yle.r,at
Albany, under the care of an officer and some of the troops
destined for Canada, to be delivered to General Schuyler.

Your favours of the 22d and 23d instant, I last night re-
ceived by Major Palfrey, and are now under tHe considera-
tion of a Committee.

I beg leave to recommend Mr. Hanson and Mr. Cox to
your notice; and am, with esteem, sir, your very humble
servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To His Excellency General Washington.

The three hundred thousand dolIars are packed in three
boxes.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Philadelphia, April 25, 1776.

SIR: I have now time only to inform you that, by order
of Congress, I transmit, by this opportunity, three hundred
thousand dollars for the supply and pay of the Continental
Army iri Canada; which I hope will get safe to yOIl.

I shall write you fully in.a few days; and am, sir, your
very humble servant, J II P

.
dOHN ANCOCK, reSl ent.

To Maj?r-General Schuylej', Albany.
,

The three hundred thousanddollars are packed in three
boxes, . .

GENERAl, WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read April 29, 1776, and refe.rred to Mr. Harrison, Mr. Rutledge, Mr.
Goldsborough, Mr. Paine, Mr. Rodney.)

New-York, April 25, 1776.

SIR: I received, by last evening's post, a letter from Joshua
TVcntworth, Esq., of Portsmouth, who I had appointed agent
for our little fleet in that Province. It is dated the 15th in-
stant, an extract £I'om which I have the honour of transcri-
bing for your perusal:

"The 3d instant, Commodore l1'lanly brought in the Bri-
gantine Elizabeth, one of the third division which sailed from
Nantasket, with a valuable cargo of English goods, and a
few hogsheads of rum and sugar, owned by a Mr. Jackson,
who was passenger, part freighter, and a very Tory: sup-
pose the cargo worth twenty thousand pounds sterling.

"Those goods are the greater part owned by the late in-
habitants of Boston, and by some that were inhabitants
when the troops left it; the residue by this Mr. Jackson, and
others of the same cast.

"The complicate state of this prize required my immediate
setting off for Boston, (expecting I might find some directions
fi)f my government there;) when I waited on General 1Yard,
who was obliging enough to give me his opinion, (but not
able to direct, having received no instructions to the point,)
that the vessel and cargo must be libelled, and a dividend
to the captors would folJow, of all such goods as might be
legally claimed by the friends to America; and those that
were the property of persons inimical, might be decreed
forfeited.

"Upon further inquiry I was informed a resolve passed
in Congress that alI vessels and goods retaken previous to
a condemnation by a British Court of Admiralty, were lia-
ble to a partial decree (by every Colony Judge) to the cap-
tors not more than one-third nor less than one-fourth. The
present prize falls under this resolve; and any other that may
be property of ollr internal enemies, liable to a full confisca-
tion, may be necessary for my government; therefore I shaH
be much obliged by your full direction of this capture, and
a copy of the Continental resolves thereon.

"This brigantine is owned by a Mr. Richard Hart, of
this town, taken on her return from the Urest-Indies last
October, and carried into Boston, not condemned. The
rum on board are seventeen hogsheads, and four of sugar,
not removed out of her from the time of capture; the other
cargo was in general stolen, by virtue of Generalllowe's
Proclamation, (which undoubtedly you have seen,) appoint-
ing one Crean Bntsh Superintendent, who, by the way, was
taken in the prize, and is now confined in the Massachusetts
Colony, with Mr. Jackson and sundry others, by order of the
General Court, to whom Geheral Ward delivered them.
There were a sergeant and twelve privates, of the Fourth
or King's own Regiment, taken prisoners on board, with the
others, making sixty-three souls, among whom are four ne-
groes, (two men and two women,) which I have confined
in Jail here, concluding they may be esteemed a part of
the prize.

"
There appeared, fi'om the pillage of this cargo by many

of the passengers, the property was in him who could secrete
the most; for when examining the chests and bedding of
the prisoners, I found great quantities of goods that they had
collected while on board, which were taken out of ware-
houses without packing, and hove promiscuously on board
the vessel; even the sailors had provided for their disposal
at pleasure. In fact, tbe destruction of property under
cover of General Howe's Proclamation, is unparalleled. I
thought it my duty to be critical in examining for cash,
which rendered it necessary to insist on a close scrutiny,
and found about one hundred pounds sterling, viz: thirty-
six pounds eighteen shillings and seven pence on :Mr. Jack-
son, and sixty-two pounds sixteen shillings on . Mr. KeitJh-
ley; likewise one hundred and fifty-nine pouncl; one shilImg
and nine pence, of Mr. Jackson's, in five sets of exchange,
which I now have in possession, considering that a man so
inimical to his country ought to be dispossessed of any in-
terest whereby he could be benefited: added to which, they
are Navy-bills, except sixty pounds, th'e draft of Governour
lVcntworth. On this point should be obliged by your opinion
and direction.

"I am now discharging the cargo, as it is in a perishing
situation; and when selected, and the regular course pursued
through the Admiralty, I shall advertise, agreeable to his
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Excellency's instructions to General Ward, who was obli-
ging enough to give me an abstract.

"
The General Court of this Province, finding a difficulty

in making a code of laws for the Admiralty Court, did not
complete that institution their last session, when they ad-
journed to June; which lapse of time will not admit my
facilitating the disposal of the prizes under my care so
early as I could wish for the safety of part of the interest
of the Susanna's cargo, viz: the porter, which I fear may be
spoiled by laying so long, (it not having equal body to that
commonly imported for sale;) which induces me to desire
your direction for a disposal of that article, either at private
'01' publick sale."

That, sir, is an exact copy of part of :Mr. TVcntworth's
letter to )11'. 11:10ylan. I now request you will please to
direct me in what manner I shall instruct the Agent respect-
ina- this complicated cargo, and whether he may be em-
p;wered to dispose of the porter, or any other articles, on
board the prizes in his care, which the delay of establishing
the Court of Admiralty may make liable to perish.

I have not yet heard that there has been any trial of the
prizes carried into ~Massachusetts-Bay. This procrastination
is attended with very bad consequences. Some of the vessels
I had fitted out are now laid up, the crews being dissatisfied
that they cannot get their prize-money. I have tired the
Congress upon this subject, but the importance of it makes
me again mention, that if a summary way of proceeding is
not resolved on, it will be impossible to get our vessels
manned.

I must also mention to you, sir, that Captain ~Ianly and
his crew are desirous to know when they may expect their
part of the value of the ordnance stores taken last fall: they
are anxious to know what the amount may be. As the in-
ventory of that cargo is in the hands of Congress, I would
humbly submit it to them whether a valuation thereof should
not be made, and the captors' dividend be remitted them as
soon as possible: it will give them spirit, and encourage them
to be alert in looking out for other prizes.

Several officers belonging to the regiments raised in these
middle Colonies inform me that their men (notwithstanding
their agreement) begin to murmur at the distinction of pay
made between them and the regiments from the eastward.
I would be glad that the Congress would attend to this in
time, lest it may get to such a pitch as will make it difficult
to suppress. They argue, that they perform the same duty,
undergo the same fatigue, and receive five dollars, when the
Eastern regiments receive six and two-thirds dollars, per
month. For my own part, I wish they were all upon the
same footing; fQf if the British Army will not face this
way, it will be necessary to detach a great part of our
troops. In that case, I would, for many reasons, be sorry
there should be any distinctions of regiments that are all in
the pay of the United Colonies.

The deficiency of arms (in the New- York Regiments
especially) is very great. If I am rightly informed, there
are scarce as many in Colonel Ritzema's Regiment as will
arm one company. Can the Congress remedy this evil?
If they can, there should not a moment be lost in effecting
it, as our strength at present is, in reality, on paper only.
Should we think of discharging those men who are without
arms, the remedy would be worse than the disease; for by
vigorous exertions, I hope arms may be procured, and I well
know that the raising men is exceeding difficult, especially to
be engagbd during the continuance of the war, which is the
footing on which Colonel Ritzema's Regiment is engaged.

April 26th.-I had written thus far before I was honoured
with your favour of the 23d instant. In obedience to the
order therein contained, I have directed six regiments more
for Canada, which will embark as soon as vessels and other
necessaries, can be provided. These regiments will be com-
manded by General Sullivan. I shall give him instructions
to join the forces in that cOl,mtry under General Thomas,
as soon as possible.

With respect to sending more troops to that country, I am
really at a loss what to advise, as it is impossible, at present,
to know the designs of the enemy. Should they send the
whole force under General Howe up the River St. Lawrence
to relieve Quebeck and recover Canada, the troops gone, and
n.ow going, will be insufficient to stop their progress; and
should they think proper to send that, or an equal force, this
way, from Great Britain, for the purpose of possessing this

city,and securing the navigation of Hudson's River, the troops
left here will not be sufficient to oppose them; and yet, for
anything we know, I think it not improbable they may at-
tempt both, both being of the greatest importance to them,
if they have men. 1 could wish, indeed, that the Army in
Canada should be more powerfully reinforced, at the same
time I am conscious that the trusting this important post
(which is now become the grand magazine of America) to
the handful of men remaining here, is running too great a
risk. The securing this post, and Hudson's River, is to us
also of so great importance, that I cannot, at present. advise
the sending any more troops from hence; on the c~ntrary,
the General ~ffi~ers now here, whom I thought it my duty
to co~sult, thmk .It absolutely necessary to increase the Army
at tlus place \nth at least ten thousand men, especially
;vhen it is <?onsidered that /i'om this place only the Army
m Canada must draw its supplies of ammunition, provisions,
and most probably of men; that all reinforcements can be
sent from hence much easier than from any other place.

By the enclosed return, you will see the state of the Army
here, and that the number of effective men is far short of
what the Congress must have expectec!.

I have foun_dIt necessary to order Colonel Dayton's Regi-
ment, fi'om New-Jersey, to march, as one of the six, to Ca-
nada; wherefore I must recommend it to Cona-ress to order

.
f

b
t\~o compames 0 one of the .regiments still in Pennsylva-
nw to march to Cape-~lay, whICh can be done much sooner'
for had this destination of that recriment not taken Place i~. '"

,
would have been very mconvenient to have detached two
companies from it to that place, as the march would (accord-
ing to Lord Stirling's and other accounts) have been at least
t~o .hundred rnil~s /i'om A~nboy, a~d they must have passed
wlthm twenty miles of Phzladclphw, there being no practi-
cable road along the sea-coast of New-Jersey for their bag-
gage to have passed.

Doctor Potts, who is the bearer hereof, was I understand
appointed Director of the Hospital for these' Middle Colo~
nies; but the Army being removed, with the General Hos-
pital? f~om. tile eastward, does, in course, supersede him.
He IS mclmed to go to Canada, where he may be very
useful, if a person is not already appointed for that de-
partment.. I would humbly beg leave to ask the Congress,
whether, III all these appointments, it would not be best to
have but one chief, to whom all the others should be subor-
dinate.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.
To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq.

General Return of the Army of the United Colonies Com-
manded by His &cellency GEORGE 'WASHINGTON,'Esq.,
General and Commander-in-Chief.

COMMISSIONED OFFI-
CERS PRESENT.

STAFF OFF!- N

CEltS PUESENT.
CO
PR

'Vanting to complete: 14 Sergeants, 21 Drums and Fifes, and :1966
Privates.

Since la-t Return: 6i in listed, 9 dead, 16 discharged, IInd 76 de.
serted.

HORATIO GATES, Adjutant-General.
Head-Quarters, at New.York, April 23, 17i6.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, New-York. April 23, 1776.
(Parolc, Burke.) (Countersjgn, Ban"e)

Hitchcock's and Varnum's Regiments to be ready to be
mustered on Fn:day moming next. They will be under
arms at eleven in the forenoon, upon the Common, near the
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Park of Artillery, where the Commissary-General of Mus-
ters will attend.

Head-Quarters, New-York, April 24, 1116.
(parole) Sa"vile.) (Coimtersign Thanet)

The Regiments are ordered to be brigaded as follows:
First Brigade, under the command of Brigadier-General

Heath: Learned's, Prescott's, Read's, Bailey's, and Bald-. ,
WinS.

Second Brigade, under the command of Brigadier-Gene-
ral Spencer: Parsons's, Arnold's, lIuntington's, TYard's,
and Wyllys's.

Third Brigade, under the command of Brigadier-General
Sullivan: Hand's, Nixon's, Read's, Stark's, and Webb's.

Fourth Brigade, under the command of Brigadier-Gene-
ral Greene: Varnum's, Little's, Hitchcock's, TVayne's, and
Irvine's.

Fifth Brigade, under the command of Brigadier-General
the Earl of Stirling: Ritzema's, Dayton's, ~McDougall's,
and Winds's.

A dean, well-dressed Orderly Sergeant, from each Bri-
gade, to attend in the General's Guard-roQm, near Head-
Quarters, from six in the morning until they are dismissed
in the evening. They are to bring their provisions with
them, and to be relieved every morning.

The commanding officer of the Artillery is immediately
to examine and report the quantity of case and grape-shot
in store, and see that a sufficiency of each is immediately
provided.

The Riflemen, in Colonel Irvine's Regiment, have liberty
to fire their rifles to-morrow, at ten o'clock in the forenoon,
at such place as Lieutenant-Colonel Hartley shall appoint.
This is mentioned, as no person is to presume to fire with-
out leave.

Felix ltlicklehenny, Corporal, James Milliken, Corporal,
John lUcGee, John McBride, George Conner, Privates, be-
longing to the Sixth Battalion of Pennsylvania Troops, tried
at a late General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Baldwin
was President, for" mutiny and disobedience of orders:"
The Court are of opinion that the prisoners, Corporal JJlil-
liken and John McBride, are not guilty; but that the pri-
soners Corporal ])ficklehenny, John ]}[cGee, and George
Conner, are guilty of the eharge against them; and do there-
fore sentence Corporal ]}licklehenny to be reduced to a Pri-
vate; and that John ])lcGee be confined four days, and
George Conner seven days, both on bread and water.

The General approves the sentence of the above Court-
Martial, upon Corporal Micklehenny, John McGee, and
George Conner, and orders it to take place immediately.

Head-Quarters, New.Yprk, April 25, 1116.

(parole, Johns/one,) (Countersign, LUt/1'ell.)

Complaints having been made to the General, of injuries
done to the farmers, in their crops and fields, by the sol-
diers passing over and trampling upon the young growth, in
a wanton and disorderly manner, he expressly orders the
officers commanding, either upon duty or in quarters, in the
country, to take especial care to put a stop to such prac-
tices, and endeavour to convince their men that we corne to
protect, not to injure the property of any man.

The Quartermaster-General, assisted by Colonel Putnam,
Chief Engineer, the Quartermaster, Quartermaster-Sergeant,
and two men from each Regiment, of the First, Second,
Fourth, and Fifth Brigades, to assemble at sun-rise, to-mor-
row morning, at the Redoubt upon Bayard's Hill, to mark
out the encampment for the four Brigades above-mentioned.
The Quartermaster-General will report to the Commander-
in-Chief when he has fulfilled this order.

The encampment of the Third Brigade to be marked out
in like manner, upon Long-Island, on Saturday mornin()'.
The Chief Engineers, with the Quartermasters, &c., fro~
each Regiment, to assist the Quartermaster-General in that
service.

As soon as the General has approved of the encampments
marked out, the troops will be ordered to encamp. Until
then, they are all to remain in their present quarters.

James Gray, of Captain Mighill's Company, in Colonel
Baldwin's Regiment, tried at a late General Court-Martial,
whereof Colonel Baldwin was President, for" desertion:"
The Court, finding the prisoner guilty of the charge, do sen-

tence him to be whipped, thirty-nine lashes, upon his bare
back.

Joseph Leveritt, of Captain Wheeler's Company, in Colo-
nel Nixon's Regiment, tried at the above General Court-
Martial for" absenting himself from his Guard without per-
mission, and being intoxicated with liquor," is found guilty
by the Court, and sentenced to receive twenty-five lashes
upon his bare back.

Joseph Smith,ofCaptain Winship'sCompany,inColonel
Nixon's Regiment, tried at the above General Court-Mar-
tial, for" quitting his post when on sentry," is acquitted by
the Court.

The General approves of the foregoing sentences, and
orders them to be put in execution to-morrow morning, at
Guard-mounting.

(Parole, Abington.)
Head-Quarters, New-York, April 26, 1116.

(Countersign, Hartley.)

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO "JOSIAH QUINCY.

New-York, April 25, 1116.

DEAR SIR: Your favour of the 7th instant, corning duly
to hand, I thank you for the intelligence therein contained.
It gives me pain to find, from your account, that matters are
taking a wrong bias in the politicks of your Government.
I left five regiments (upon an average as stronO' as any in
the service) to erect such works, and in such plac~s as should
be deemed most conducive to the defence of the harbour. I
did (as it was a Government concern) leave the works which
should be constructed for tbe defence of the harbour, to the
adoption of the General Court, under the auspices of Colond
Gridley, whom I have been taugbt to view as one of the
greatest Engineers of the age. If things have gone wrong,
I can only express my concern, and lament that time, at so
important a juncture, should be wasted, and the best mode
for the defence of the harbour neglected

My extreme hurry will only allow me, in addition to what
I have said, to thank you most cordially for your friendly
wishes, and to assure you that I am, with great truth and
sincerity, dear sir, your most obedient and obliged, humble
servant ,

GEORGE W ASHIJ:'GTON.
To Josiah Quincy, Braintree.

GENJCRAL WASHINGTON TO ADMIRAL HOPKINS.

New-Yprk, April 25, 1116.

SIR: I wrote you the 14th instant, giving information of
the sailing, from this harbour, of the Phenix, Savage, and
Nautilus, men-of-war, which I apprehended were designed to
join Wallace, in order to block up the fleet under your COm-
mand. The latter palt I since find to be groundless, as
they have returned; and I find that they make a practice
of stretching off from and soonreturlJing to this port. This
convinces me that they are in expectation of a fleet, and I
am preparing for their reception.

I expected to have met here a force much superior to
what 1 have found it. I wa$ obliged to lessen it, by detach-
ing four of Ollr strongest battalions to Canada, which lays
me upder the necessity of requesting you to despatch to this
place, as soon as possible, the two hundred mep lent you
from this Army, that they may join their respective cprps,
which are much weakened by their absence. .

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
GEORGE W ASHINGTOJ:'.

To Admiral Hopkins.
P. S. Enclosed is a copy of two

respecting the cannon, stores, &c.
resolves of Congress,

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO )\UJOR FRAZ"ji:R.
New-York, April 25,1116.

SIR: I am comrnandE~dby his Excellency to acknowJedge
the receipt of your letter of the 14th iv.st.ant,and to ipform
you that an allowance of salvage is a watter altogether iJ!
the power of Congress.

In respect to your corning here, to settle the aC.cou,ntsof
your late department, his Excelle:ncy not only permits, but
desiresit, as highlynecessary.

.

As to the appointment of Mr. Gray, or any other per$olJ,
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NEW-YORK COM~IITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

In Commiltee of Safety, N ew- York, "(
April 25, 1776. .)

SIR: The polite sensibility with which you have been
pleased to treat our attention to your requisition of the 17th
instant, affords us singular pleasure.

Convinced with you that there can be little doubt that
things will go well under a harmonious co-operation of the
civil and military powers, permit us once more, sir, to as-
sure you of our most vigorous exertions in seconding your
efforts in the common cause.

We wish it were in our power immediately to inform you
in what time a body of two thousand or two thousand five
hundred Militia might be collected from this Colony, for
actual service on a sudden emergency. Although we do
not at present foresee that emergency, it may, nevertheless'-
happen. It is, therefore, our indispensable duty to be provi-
ded with a plan for calling them in with the utmost despatch,'
well equipped, and without disorder; and this we are fully

TO BRIGADIER-GENERALSPENCER. convinced cannot be eftected without a preconcerted plan.
We, the subscribers, Colonels of the Regiments in your To this end, we would requpst an explanation, whether you;

Honour's Brigade, beg liberty to show, that the love of fi-ee- would wish the proposed aid should exclude or include the
dom, founded upon rational principles, and an abhorrence Militia of this city? As soon, sir, as we are favoured with
of the measures of Administration in Great Britain tending an explanation on this head, we shall lose no time in forming
to involve these Colonies in the worst of slavery, were our an arrangement for so important a service. We flatter our-.
principal motives for engaging in the present service. '\Ve selves, however, that in either case the required number will,
wish to answer th~ end for which we were appointed. upon such steps as we shall take, be ready at a very shortJ

Weare fully persuaded that nothina can be more pleas- warning; and lest necessity should require the aid in any
ing to his Ex.cellency the Commander-in-Chief, or more small interval of adjournment of this Committee, we shall'

FOURTH SERI;&S.- VOL.V. 68,

to succeed you, it is a matter entirely with General Ward.
His Excellency desires and empowers him to make appoint-
ments of such as he thought would answer the pub]ick
good.

I am, sir, Sic., &c. ROBERTH. HARRISON.
To Major John G. Frazer, Assistant Deputy Quartermas-

ter-General.

TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL SULLIVAN.

We, the subscribers, Colonels of the Regiments in your
Honour's Brigade, beg liberty to show, that the love of ti-ee-
dom, founded upon rational principles, and an abhorrence
of the measures of Administration in Great Britain tending
to involve these Colonies in the worst of slavery, were our
principal motives for engaging.in the present se~vice. '\Ve
wish to answer the end for wl1lch we were appomted.

We are fully persuaded that nothing can be more pleasing
to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, or more condu-
cive to a successful campaign, than due subordination, and
an exact discipline in the Army; but these cannot exist
where rank is unequally supported. \Ve humbly conceive
that the provision made for the support of Field-Officers is
very inadequate to that of any other. The rations are no-
minally generous; and was the allowance in money equal
to the real prices we are obliged to pay for the articles of
livina, we could not complain on that head; but, in truth, the
whok amount of ration-money will not defi'ay the expenses
of horse-keeping. The wages added to the rations, wi1l not
support us with decency; yet we have families at home,
whom humanity and the sacred mandates of Heaven excite
us to reaard, and whom we cannot involve in ruin and
misery. °lt is true we can march with packs, in co~nmon
with private soldiers; we c.an lodge upon the ground In our
blankets, and furnish a table, spread under the open canopy,
with meat, bread, and water; in short, we must divest our-
selves of the character of gentlemen, and dishotlour the
rank we sustain. Frugality, founded upon a prudent eco-
nomy, is eligible in all Governments; but frugality, the basis
whereof is parsimony, will ever defeat the very designs of
Government.

'Ve are willing, in common with our countrymen, to share
the burdens of war; but we cannot investigate the reason
why we should be greater sufferers than others, unless it is
because we are continua1ly exposed to hardships, fatigue,
and danger.

'\Ve labour under several disadvantages; which are, our
beina abEtTed to the Quartermaster-General for articles of
c1othintT, \~-hen the risk of deaths, desertions, &c., may in-
volve ;s in debts, (without receiving any consideration but
the trouble of business that does not belong to our Depart-
ment,) which will render us bankrupts to the Continent,
unless we can receive some kind of indemnity. Cpon the
whole, we are not desirous of reaping any particular advan-
tages from the distressed situation of our injured country; we
expect to feel a part in a1l its calamities;' but are anxious to
be considered as officers, supporting the character of gentle-
men.

Should our complaints appear real, we doubt not but your
Honour's wisdom, prudence, and justice, will excite YOll to
make such representations to the Commander-in-Chief as
will obtain redress.

Weare, sir, in due respect,
servants,

New-York, April 25, 1776.

your most obedient, humble

JOHN STARK, Colonel.
JOHN NIXON, Colonel.
CHARLES WEBB, Colonel.
J AMES REED, Colonel.

conducive to a successful campaign, than due subordinationl
and.an exact discipline in the Army; but these cannot exist
where rank is unequally supported. \Ve humbly conceive
that the provision made for the support of Field-Officers is
very inadequate to that of any other. The rations are no--
minally generous; and was the a1l0wance in money equal
to the real prices we are obliged to pay for the articles of
living, we ('ould not complain on that head; but, in truth, the
whole amount of ration-money wiJl not defray the expenses;
of horse-keeping. The wages added to the rations, will not
support us with decency; yet we have families at home,
whom humanity and the sacred mandates of Heaven excite
us to regard, and whom we cannot involve in ruin and mi~
sery. It is true, we can march with packs, in common with
private soldiers; we can lodge upon the ground in our blan-
kets, and furnish a table spread under the open canopy, with
meat, bread, and water; in short, we must divest ourselves
of the character of gentlemen, and dishonour the rank we'
sustain. Frugality, founded upon a prudent economy, is
eligible in all Governments; but frugality, the basis whereof
is parsimony, wiJl ever defeat the very designs of Govern-
ment.

'Ve are wi1ling, in common with our countrymen, to share'
the burdens of war; but we cannot investigate the reason
why we should be greater sufferers than others, unless it is
because we are continually exposed to fatigue, hardships, and
danger.

\Ve labour under several disadvantages; which are, our
being obliged to the Quartermaster-General for articles of
clothing, when the risk of deaths, desertions, &c., may in-
voh'e us in debts, and being obliged to become Paymasters
to our Regiments, (without receiving any consideration but
the trouble of business that does not belong to our Depart-
ment,) which wiJl render us bankrupts to the Continent,
unless we can receive some kind of indemnity. Cpon the
whole, we are not desirous of reaping any particular advan-
tages from the distressed situation of our injured country; we
expect to fcel a part in all it3 calamities; but are anxious to
be "considered as officers, supporting the character of gentle-
men.

Should our complaints appear real, we doubt not but your
Honour's wisdom, prudence, and justice, will excite you to
make such representations to the Commander-in-Chief as
wilJ obtain redress.

Weare, sir, in due respect, your most obedicIJt, humble
servants ,

SA~mEL H. PARSONS,
JONATHAN WARD,

J. HUNTINGTON.

,

New-York, April 25, 1776.
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take care to have our place supplied by a sub-Committee to
,comply with dje applications of the Commander-in-Chief,
'Whenever the exigency of affairs shall require it.

Gi\'e us leave, sir, to express our approbation of the
'plan you propose for establishing good look-outs. And as
you very properly judge it best that they be niade out of
,the Continental forces, we can only assure you that, upon
notice' of the approach of danger, or on any other necessity
,for the assistance of the J\lilitia, all the SL1Ccoursin our
power to command shall be most cheerfully and speedily

,contributed.

"Ve shall consider of a necessary signal on such occa-
sions; which may, perhaps, be best settled when we know
that which, besides expresses, is to convey intelligence to
the Commander-in-Chief from the look-outs you propose to
establish. The whole plan would, perhaps, be best formed
in concert with New-Jersey, the vicinity of which will afford
this city as speedy succour as the nearest Counties in this
Colony. On this head we are ready, sir, if you should
think it necessary, to appoint :I Committee to meet you for
settling the arrangement; especiaJly as we canDot suffi-
ciently thank you for the confidence you arc pleased to
place in us; we cannot think of taking so momentous a
matter entirely upon ourselves.

We heartily wish it were in our power to inform you of
the present state of the New- YoTlc Continental troops. The
number of troops to be raised by us, and destined by Con-
gress for the protection and defence of this Colony, is four
battalions. Besides these, there is one b:lttalion for the
Canada service, directed to be commanded by Colonel Van
Schaick, an inhabitant of the northern part of this Colony.
This regiment was naturally to be recruited in that quarter.
For this reason the moneys sent to us for that purpose, by
Congress, we immediately spnt to General Schuyler, who
has the forming of that battalion solely under his direction.

With respect to the four b:lttalions, Congress has thought
proper to put them under our immediate direction, saving in
the appointment of Field-Officers, the right of appointinO'
out of our recommendation. The Field-Officers are all ap~
pointed, and a list of them is subjoined. We have issued
warrants to all the officers under that degree. We have
taken the necessary steps for filling up the battalions, and for
enforcing a return of their present state, with which we will
furnish you as soon as Wf; are possessed of them. The list
of those under the degree of Field-Officers is so mutable in
its nature that it would answer no purpose to trouble you
with it now. Their warrants are all conditional in their
nature. If any of them are negligent, or unfortunate, in
recruiting, they must give way to new appointments; for
we are determined to fill the four battalions with the utmost
expedition, and for this purpose we have ordered returns.
When the arrangement is settled it shall be laid before you.

Y Oll cannot, sir, feel more sensibly than we do, at the
prospect of a deficiency of arms, at a crisis when we are
compelled by Great Britain to the last appeal, in which we
must, without arms, necessarily prove unequal combatants.
We should, therefore, esteem ourselves deaf to the most
alarming call, should we not exert our every power to pro-
cure them.

When the affair of Lexington proclaimed the war, this
Colony was extremely destitute of arms. Our brethren of
New-England, who were first called on for the defence of
American liberty, had purchased m:lny arms from our inha-
bitants. Our Colony troops were supplied last year with
arms at our Provincial expense; most of these still remain
in the Canada service. These considerations, together with
our i~effectual attempts to obtain foreign supplies, increase
the dIfficulty of armmg our battalions. Weare not, how-
ever, without hopes of succeedinO'. 'Ve have made several
contracts already with the manufacturers. We have pub-
]ished encouragement for people in that branch; we shall
continue to make as many contracts for the purpose as we
shall from time to time have in our power. We have also
directed the Committees in the several Counties to purchase
arms. The number already furnished by our Commissary
is three hundred and eleven; he has still on hand a few.
We have reason to believe many of our troops will come
provided; and, upon the whole, we hope we shall not be
very deficient in so material an article. Colonel Ritzema
is authorized to send an officer into the different Counties
wherein his officers have recruited, for the purpose of collect-

ing from the Committees the arms that have been taken from
tbe disaffected inhabitants. And as we have given repeated
and pressing orders to tbe Committees to execute the Conti-
nental resolve for disarming Tories, we hope for some supply
from that source.

Your information concerning the arms at Kingston is weB
founded; and we shall immediately order them either to this
city, 01'to be applied for arming the troops raising in that
quarter. ,"Ve assme you, sir, we shall nut fail to furnish YOIl
with the returns of men and arms :IS often as we shall be
able to procure them.

We would beg leave, sir, to inform you that, since the
commencement of hostilities, our situation and the publick
exigencies have obliged us to submit to the burden of a
great variety of departments, not properly within tbe sphere
of a Provincial Congress-such as Paymaster, Commissary,
&c., for the Continental service; in the course of which we
have received and is~ucd large sums of Continental money;
and though our accounts are nearly ready to lay before Con-
gress, they are so excessively voluminous that it will require
some weeks to complete them. However, though the ba-
lance is not struck, we are sure it must be considerably in
our favour. In the mean time, sir, we should think ol1l'seJves
inexcusable were we not to inform you that we have not
one farthing of Continental money in our hands; and that
the publick service under our care is now suffering for the
want of an immediate supply. We shall, without delay,
:lpply to Congress; but we cannot have tbe necessary relief
from that quarter so soon as the despatch of business requires
it. Weare, therefore, constrained to request of you the ad-
vancement of six thousand pounds, of which, if you please,
you may estimate the subjoined advancements to the differ-
ent commanding officers as a part, and for wbich we arc
ready to give you a receipt; or if you think it best to ad-
vance the whole sum to us, we will debit the Congress with
the moneys advanced to those gentlemen.

"Ve are, sir, with the greatest respect and esteem, your
most obedient servants,

By order: PIERRE V AN CORTLAJS"DT,Chairman.

To His Excellency General Washington.

Account of ,Moneys aduanced to the Commanders of tILe
Continental Troops at NEW-YORK, by the Prouincial
Congress and Committee of Safety of the Colony of
N EW-YORK, viz:

1776, February 10, to General Lee,
February 28, to General Lee,
March 26, to General Thompson,
April 1, to General Heath, - .

£400 0 0
1,000 0 0

120 0 0
810 4 5k

£2,330 4 5~

List of Companies recruiting in the Counties of ALBANY,
TRYON,and CHARLOTTE,and placed to the Fourth, or
Colonel WYNKOOP'SRegiment, viz:
Captain Cornelius Van Santvoordt, eighty-nin~ men, at

Albany.
Captain Samuel Van Veghten, forty-seven men, inclu-

ding Officers.
Captain John H. Wendel, forty-nine men, including Offi-

cers.
C:lptain Gerrit S. Veeder, thirty-eight men.
Captain Herman Vosburgh, seventy men, including Offi,.

cers.
Two Companies in Tryon County, recruiting; no return.
One Company in Charlotte County, recruiting; no return.

The following Companies arc placed to the Sfcond, or Colo-
nel CLINTON'S Regiment, viz:

Captain Griffin, complete; on duty in Suffolk, by order
of Generallleath.

Captain Rosekrans, seventy-seven men; at the fortifica-
tions in the Highlands.

Captain Davis, complete; on duty in Suffolk County.
Captain Jackson,complete; at the f(lrtifications.
Captain Belknap, complete; at tbe fortifications.
Captain Swartwout, fifty men; at the fortifications.
Captain Childs, no return made; Dutchess County.
Captain Roc, nearly full; Suffolk County.
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To th~ Honourable Provincial Congress or Committee of
Safety, now sitting in the City of N~;w-Y ORK.

I, John ltlcDonald, Miner, who was appointed by your
Honours, with the most punctual instructions relative to
lead-mines, obeyed, in compliance with the request con-
tained in said instructions, and proceeded, with aJl conve-
nient despatch, to the Littl~ Nine Partners, where I care-
fully applied myself in working and examinin<r for lead and
copper, in order to bring the just account of~he state and
quality of the same, which is as specified in the followinO'
manner: Jonathan Landon, Esq., conducted me to a lime~
stone hill, where, at random, I took the dimensions from the
northeast and southwest failings of the ground, beinO' one
mile in length, in breadth half a mile, and in height ~bout
forty rods. There I found said mines, the veins of ore in
which appear ru?ning the brea,dth of the ~ountain, (lying
west and east,) m ledges of hmestone mixed with white
flint, where, SOllleyears ago, a company of adventurers had
sunk several shafts or pits in pursuit of lead and copper, as
I am acquainted of; and that amongst their trials are two
principal pits, one of which is thirty feet deep, and the
other filly feet deep, where they found the best discoveries
of about seven inehes diameter lead ore, of a continued
vein; but the aforesaid company was under the necessity of
dropping their proceedings of working the pits deeper on
account of the water rising, anent which I am fully informed
by Mr. Ilarris. Tile disappointments of the water might
easily be prevented, by driving levels from its proper advan-
tageous situation to these discoveries; which would under-
mine and carry off the water by a level. Both pits are
now full of stones, w,~ter, rubbish, and timber; which tim-
ber, being the support fro~l1the .beginning, got damaged by
the overload, winch occasIOned It to fall over. Mr. IIarris
engaged to make discovery of lead ore: therefore the said
Mr. Landon and I made applications to one Mr. Fish (in
whose pro~erty Mr. Harris had made a promising disco~ery
of lead,) for leave to break and search the ground, which
he ,vould not grant, for reasons best known to him-elf. So
that Mr. Jlarris's chief discovery was not explored by me.
My sincere advice, from the skill and knowledrre found in
mining concerning what is necessary to be don~ first, is, to
clear and repair the two shafts or pits, on purpose to find out
the certainty or truth of 1\11'.Harris's infornmtion, in con-
junction with the rest of the proprietors; and if the discove-
ries he found agreeable to information, the undertakinO' com-
pany must advise their miners to prosecute the same" in all
its proper branches of working it regularly, accordin<f to the
directions of the sufficient inspector appointed to s~e each
trial properly and well executed conformable to the mininO'
regulations, so as not to be affronted in his undertakinO'. I
~m certai~ tha~ the bounds 'Yherein the ~~ins do fwqu~ntly
he of COntmuat]on are well situated, and Itkely to yield lead
ore; therefore the schemes to work it properly may be put
in execution without the least mistakes by any person who
was qualified or b~ed in mining. I made discovery of both
lead. and copper m several places, but found small veins
w?ich :were very good of its quantity. I inspected othe;
mmes 111lUarbletown, of Ulster County, but found notbinO'
wo~thy of reporting; but received intelligence of good mine~
wlu?h were wrought ~bout forty years ago, being of large
bod]es of ore, as I am mformed by gentlemen of distinction.
They are to write to your Honours of all the particulars con-
?erning .several mines. Mr. Smith Lawer had not proper
II1fimnatlons to conduct me any where, but was to write
to, his qommittee. It, would be proper to open and re-
paIr several shafts or pits formerly sunk at the Little Nine
Partners.

All which is conc1uded, after this is most humbly submit-
ted by your Honours' most obedient humble servant,

JOHN McDONALD, Miner.

To the Committee of Safety for the Province of New- York.

GARRET ABEEL'TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

A~out two years ago I went up the Lakes, at the head of
the Susque~annah, ,-;here my father has land. At the house
of one Smtth, who hves on one of the lots, I was informed
by him that on one of the other lots near the Lake were two
hills of native sulphur; that a creek ran throuO'h the hills
whose bQttom was su]phur; that he had brOl,gl~t SOme of it

to his house and run it in a cake 'in a shovel; that by the
flame and smell, he knew it to be sulphur: \Vhen I got to
Albany I asked John R. Bleecker about It, as he had sur-
veyed and laid out the lots. He confirmed' it, and said that
the creek '-:as distinguished i~ the map by the Su7phur
Creek. It IS aboUt fourteen nules from the ltloh.aw7c River,

,and it may with little trouble be also carried down the Sus~
quehannah~ by water as far as IIarris's Ferry, and, after a
little land carriage, to Philadelphia.

.
GARRET ABEEI..

Serious Questions, addressed to the Congress, and all other
Legislative bodies in AMERICA.

1. Do not the tyrants of Europe think they have a ri"ht
to dispose of their subjects in the same manner that a far~er
in this country dispo~es of his live-stock ?,

:2. Have not the inhabitants of P07and been divided'
between Austria, Prussia, and Russia, without their con-
sent?

.3. Did not t?~ Court of Spain lately exchange St. Do-
mmgo for Lolltswna; and were not many of the Frc:nch
subjects in the latter country imprisoned and put to death
for refusing to submit to the ~panish Government?

4. Did not the Gcnoese sell Corsica to the Court of
France; and has not France (after many unsuccessful at-
tempts to conquer that Is]and) since disposed of it to the
King of Sardinia?

5. Do not all parties agree that the Court of Britain will
soon find that it is impossible to subdue or govem America
by force?

6. ~Vill not mistak?n notion~ of di.gnity, revenge, and a
despotism rendered funous by dlsappoJl1tment, lead the said
Court to adopt the partition spirit of the times and to
divide the American Colonies with the other Powers of
Europe? _

7. Is it not probable that Russia, in refusing the twcnty
thousand men she had promised the KinO' of Britain is
waiting only for an offer of a share of the ~Iominion of ~he
Colonies after they are subdued?

8. Has not Mr. Rigby (one of the abandoned junto of
St. James's) declared in the House of Commons that Cana-
da was a dead weight upon the Empire?

9. Ha v.e not the Ministry (despairing of the reduction of
the Colol1les) employed Dean Tu.cker to prove that the in-
dependence of the Colonies would be an immense advan-
tage to Great Britain?

10. ~~ppos~ France should grow weary in listening to
ou~ ~vhmmg cnes after our mother country, and, instead of
stnkmg.a blow to draw off the British Armies and Fleets
from our coasts, should accept of Canada as a condition of
neutrality, and upon condition of her conquering it?

11. Suppose the Southern Colonies should be offered. to
Spain, on condition of her ncutrality or assistance in the
reduction of them? '

1:2: SUp'pose the ,e,ampaign of !777 s~0uld open with
Russwn,.E rench, Br~t~sh, and Spamsh Anmes, on our coasts,.
what wQuld be our situation?

13. I? there any time in whieh a nation or people ean
form alhances, or declare themselves free, to O'reater' ad-
vantage than when their affairs are in a prosperous con~
dition ?

. ~4. Should the Ame~ican Colonies neglect the present
cntlcal moment of assertmg and securing their freedom, is it
not probable that a few 1I10nths \VilJ put it out of their power
of doing it forever?

15. What must we think of those men who use their in-
~uence ,in Assemblies, and in the Congress, to obtain Colony
mstruct]O?S to prevent the Delegates from assenting to the
only poss]ble measure that can save the Colonies from ruin?

16. Will not all the blood that shall be shed in America
after the next six months, lie at their door? '

17. Are not all, inst~uctions to 0J,Jpose meaSUres leading
to Independence big w]th as much folly as mischief?

18: ~oes not ,every me~sure of the Congress, except
submission, I,ead,d]rectly or mdirectly to Independence?

19. Co?sl?e~lIlg that we are now totally independent of
Great Bntam m every act of Government will not the in.;
structions o~ our Assemblies convey to the Court of Britain
and the other European Courts, ideas of the basest hypocrisy
in the Colonies?

.
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20. If it should be discovered next fall that a Decla-
ration of Independence this spring would have terminated
-the war, or removed it from our borders, what will be the
feelings of those men who oppose it by Provincial Instruc-
tions ?

21. Will their factious zeal then be called patriotism, or
will their avarice, ambition, and servility, then be characte-.
,rized by the Courtly phrases of timidity, or weak nerves?

22. Does not the fate of the fugitive or deserted Tories in
Baston and New- York furnish a useful lesson to all rulers
not to oppose the tide of popular prejudices, and to rely no
more upon the protection of British Arms?

23. Considering the perfidy and obstinacy of the King,
:lSnot a Declaration of Independence .of the Crown as just
;a measure now, as a Declaration of an Independence upon

"the Parliament was some years ago?
24. Is it not now equally necessary to our security and

happiness?
25. Will it not be just, therefore, hereafter to confound

the folly and fate of those who oppose the former, with those
who have opposed the latter?

New.York, April 25, 1716.

TO THE FRIENDS OF OUR A~IERICAN NAVY.

An exact Jist of the number of men employed in the
Provincial Ships and Privateers during the last war, in
America:

Nova-Scotia,
"'Iassachusetts-Bay, -
New-Hampshire,
Rhode-Island,
Connecticut,
New-York,
Pennsylvania, --
]tlaryland, Virginia, and the other Southern

Colonies,

300
- 2,300

500
- 1,500

900
- 1,200- 1,060

- 1,000
8,760

Besides these, many of the Merchantmen who were let-
ters of marque, carried from fifteen to forty sailors.

When we add to these the number of American sailors
who were pressed in the beginning of the war, to man the
English fleet, the proportion of sailors belonging to the Con-
tinent would not amount to less than twelve or fourteen
thousand. The trade of America at the commencement of
the present war with Great Britain being one-third at least
greatec than it was at the conclusion of the last war with
Prance, the number of sailors in America must have in-
creased in the same proportion. It is true, many of the
men who manned our privateers were landsmen; but as the
same objects, (namely, prizes,) are held out at present as
were in the last war, and as there is now added to these
the glory of establishing the freedom of the Colonies, there
is reason to presume a greater proportion of landsmen will
embark in the present war by sea, than in any former one.
Twenty thousand men, employed in ships of suitable force
would be sufficient to guard our coasts and trade against all
the Navy that Britain could spare from her harbours and
foreign dominions to molest us. And America can spare
that number of men for the purpose, without impoverishing
her land forces, or without putting a check to her agriculture
or manufactmes.

New-York, April 25, 1776.

ADMIRAL HOPKINS TO CAPT AJN BIDDLE.

Ship Alfred, at New-London, April 25, 1776.

SIR: You are to make what despatch you can to clean
your brig, and you may take the ballast out of the bomb-
brig j ana what more you want you must make up with
stores. You must apply to Mr. Shaw for whatever YOll
may find necessary. When you get ready I desire you may
take care of the merchant vessels, and convoy them clear
of the land, if the coast is so clear that you can do it with
safety to them; and make whatevGrdespatch you can to
Providence for further directions, as I intend to be there as
soon as possible.

Yours, &c.,

To Nicholas Biddle,
Daria.

ESECK HOPKINS.

Esq., Commander of the Andrew

ADMIRAL HOPKINS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-I,ondon, April 25, 1776.

SIR: The bearer, Govemour Browne, requests me to use
my influence with your Honour, that he may have leave
sometimes, on parole, to go as far as where he can go to
church. And as he is a gentleman of character, I make no
doubt you will give him as much liberty as is consistent with
the publicksafetyj and further he cannot expect.

I am, with great respect, your Honour's most obedient
humble servant, ESECK HOPKINS.

To the Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour of the
Colony of Connecticut, at Lebanon.

SAIIIUEL TUFTS TO BENJAMIN GREENLEAF.

Newburyport, April 25, 1776.

HONOURABLESIR: "We took the freedom of addressing
you by letter the 23d instant by Mr. Noble. For fear of that
letter not coming to your hands in season, we would re-
quest the favour of you to communicate to the honourable
Genera] Court, that we have, agreeable to their order, re-
ceived and paid for twenty-eight hundred and forty-seven
pounds weight of saltpetre, and twenty-one pounds since the
23d. We should esteem it a favour if they would give order
for the same. Many persons are now waiting to deliver, and,
from good information, four or five thousand pounds weight
will be presented in a few days, from the towns around and
to the eastward. We should esteem it a favour of the ho-
nourable Court to order such sums of money as will enable
us to fillfill the trust reposed in us.

'We are, with respect, (by order, and in the absence of Cap-
tain Edward 8..awyer, I subscribe,) SAMUEL TUFTS.
To the Honour-ab]e Benjamin Greenleaf, Esq.

PELHAM (NEW-HAMPSHIRE) COMMITTEE.

Whereas, Hugh Tallant, of Pelham, in the Colony of
New-Hampshire, did, on 01' about the first of A'lay last, act
the part of an enemy to his country in many respects: Said
acts being proved before the Committee of Inspection for
Pelham, in the Colony aforesaid, the Committee laid him
under a restriction, viz: that he should not be found off fi'om
his own farm, on the peril of his life; which he deliberately
and willingly signed; yet soon broke over that obligation
and insulted the Committee to the utmost that words 'could
express, which he still continues to do; and applied by a
petition to the honourable Provincia] Congress for a new
hearing, which was granted, to be before the Committee of
three towns, in conjunction, finally to determine the case.
Being assembled, and the ease tried, they found said Tallant
guilty j and set up the judgment of the former Committee,
and resolved that said Tallant should be confined to his farm
by two sufficient bondsmen, and pay the cost that had been,
from time to time, or be committed to close jail.

And whereas, one Samuel Little, Esq., of Hampstead, did
pass his word to bring said Tallant to the Committee, at
twelve o'clock the next day, he was allowed to have the care
of him that night by the influence of one of the Committee,
who passed his word for said Little's fidelity. But it plainly
appeared that the said Little had agreed with the said Tal-
lant to let him get away and make his escape, and pretend..
ed (though false]y) that he could not help it; then the said
Little gave to the Committee a forfeitme bond to bring the
said Tallant within twenty days from that time, but hath
not brought him, though requested; by whieh it appears,
that the said Little is an abetter and upholder of the said
Tallant's villany and inimica]ness, and a rescuer and deli-
verer of a Tory in his villany, &c. Therefore, this is to cau-
tion all persons not to have any dealings with either of the
aforesaid enemies to truth and liberty, (whieh are iilseparably
connected,) as they would in so doing incur the displeasure
of all that are true friends to the American cause, &c.

Per order: BARNABASGIBSON, Chairman.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GENERAL HOWE TO LORD

GEORGE GERMAINE, DATED HALIFAX, APRIL 25, 1776.

By the arrival of the Milford, in Nantaskct-Road, on
the 26th March, I was honoured with your Lordship's des-
patches of the 5th of Jannary, with a copy of his Majesty's
instructions for Major-General Clinton's conduct to the
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southward, as well as other letters, dup1icates, and enclo-
sures of a distant date, which I defer answering by the pre-
sent conveyance, of a small, unarmed sloop, returning to
England, in the service of the Navy, as I intend to write
fully by the Harriet packet lately arrived, and to sail in a
few days with Governour Legge; wherefore I shall confine
myself, in this, to a few particulars more immediately neces- .
sary to be communicated to your Lordship for his Majesty's
infonnation, accompanied by duplicates of my despatch from
Nantasket, to be delivered by Judge Brown.

The Forty-Seventh Regiment of foot sailed from hence
the 20th instant, fix Quebeck, under convoy of the 1Viger
frigate, which may be a seasonable relief, should it arrive
before the force sent from England early in the spring, as
mentioned in your Lordship's letter of the 5th of January.
Captain Stanton, of the Fourteenth Infantry, who arrived
here on the 21st in the Harriet packet, informs, that this
reinforcement was the regiment of foot; and as I trust that
two regiments will be sufficient to preserve the town until the
arrival of the troops from Ellrope intended for that quarter,
I do not propose sending any more from hence. The offi-
cer who set out for Quebeck in the winter, as taken noticR
of in my letter to Lord DartTlWuth of the 16th of January,
not being yet returned, I have no account of any kind from
thence.

The fleet and transports sailed in two divisions from
Nantasket-Road, the last with the Admiral, on the 27th of
March, and got in here the 2d instant. But I am sorry
to inform your Lordship that a brig, loaded with valuable
goods, chiefly belonging to persons deemed to he highly
disaffected to Government, not being ready to sail with the
fleet, has since been taken by three anned vessels, after
parting company with the Niger frigate left to convoy her,
and some other vessels in the same situation. A Midship-
man was on board, with a sergeant and twelve soldiers, for
her protection, who, after defending themselves with great
obstinacy, were at length compelled to surrender. We feel
this loss the more at present, as there were a quantity of
shoes on board, which are much wanted for the soldiery, as
well as woollen articles that would have been very useful
to them.

By some masters of vessels who had been prisoners at
Salem, and obtained liberty to return to England, we learn
that the Rebel General is gone to New- York, with a part of
his Army, having before detached a large reinforcement to
Canada, and those left behind were erecting works upon
Fort-Hill, in the town of Boston. By the arrival here of
Captain Wallace, commanding the Rose frigate, I am also
informed, that the Rebels are fortifying Rhode-Island; but
I do not apprehend they can prevent his Majesty's troops
fi'om taking possession of it, when the strength of the Army
will admit of a division for that important service, as it can
be approached by shipping in every part.

New- York being the greater object of the two, and the
possession of it more extensive in its consequences, as well
as more conducive to the credit of his Majesty's arms, will
be my principal aim, when enabled to pt'Oceed thither by
a sufficient supply of provisions, since both services cannot
be undertaken with the present force; and it is become
highly necessary that the first exertion of the Army should
be directed to the most important purposes, to check the
spirit which the evacuation of Boston will naturally raise
among the Rebels. In this disposition, it is probable that
their leaders, urged by the people, and flushed with an idea
of superiority, may be the readier brought to a decisive
action, than which nothing is more to be desired, or sought
for, by us, as the most effectual means to terminate this
expensive war; and I have the greatest reason to be san-
guine in my hopes of success, from the present health and
high order of the Army. If this cannot be effected before
the reinforcements arrive from Europe, it is most likely that
they wiII act upon the defensive, by having recourse to
strong intrenched situations, in order to spin out the cam-
paign, if possible, without exposing themselves to any de-
cisive stroke.

In consequence of his Majesty's approbation for the ap-
pointment of an Adjutant-General to this Army, I have
appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Patterson, of the Sixty-Third
Regiment, to that office, having a thorough confidence in
his abilities and military knowledge. Major Kemble, having
long done the duty of Deputy Adjutant-General, and being

nearly connected with Genera1 Gage, I should hope your
Lordship will be pleased to recommend him to his Majesty's
favour, upon this appointment of Lieutenant-Colonel Pat-
terson. It is with pleasure I affirm, that Major Shirre.ff:
Deputy Quartermaster-General, has been lately honoured
with a mark of his Majesty's favour.

Many of the principal inhabitants of Boston, under the
protection of the Army, having no means of subsistence
here, apply to me to find them a passage to Europe, which
they cannot otherwise get than at a most exorbitant rate;
they have my aSSl!rance, that the first transport which can
be spared shall be given up for this purpose. I am sorry
to inform your l.ordship that there is an absolute necessity
for issuing provisions to the whole of them (about eleven hun-
dred) from the King's stores, without any prospect of stop-
ping it. It must be confessed, that many, ha ving quitted
the whole of their property and estates, some of them very
considerable in value, are real objects of his Majesty's most
gracious attention.

Lieutenant-Colonel Grant, of the Fortieth, and Captain
Payne, of the Eighteenth Regiments, sent to Georgia and
the T11est-Indies to purchase some supply of provisions, have
arri"2d with a small quantity, of which I have given th~
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury a report. A further
supply was engaged, and may be daily expected from the
latter place; and I have accounts, that a victualling ship
for the Army, blown off the coast in the winter, had got
into the Island of St. Christopher, much damaged, but was
nearly repaired, and would sail direct]y for Halifax about
the 24th of ~March, so that I may hope for a speedy relief
in this essential article.

Advices received from Major-Gene:ral Clinton this day,
dated in Cape-Fear River, the 26th of .March, mention that
the armament destined to the southward was not arrived; and
I enclose, for your Lordship's information, a narrative of what
has lately passed in North- Carolina, with the copy of a letter
from Governour Afartin to Major-General Clinton.

ADVICES FRO~I ADMIRAL SHULDHAM.

Admiralty Office, London, June 8, 1776.

By letters received fmm Vice-Admiral Shuldham, dated
at Habfax, the 25th of April last, it appears that, on the
15th of that month, Captain Fumeaux, of the Syren, one
of the frigates under his command, took a brigantine belong-
ing to the Rebels, which was carrying from Philadelphia
to Charlr:stown, in South-CaroNna, a company of Artillery,
consisting of a Captain, commissioned by the Continental
Congress, and seventy-nine men, most of whom have since
entered into his Majesty's service with General Clinton. It
also appears that the other cruisers of his squadron had in-
tercepted and taken forty-four merchant ships and vessels
belonging to his Majesty's rebellious subjects in North-Ame-
rica; and that Captain Barclay, of the Sea/'borough, who
had been sent to Savannah, in the Province of Georgia, for
provisions, had liberated thirteen vessels richly laden, which
had been seized and detained there by the Rebels.

And the Admiral transmits, with the above-mentioned let-
ters, the following account which he had received from
Captain Tyringham Howe, of his engagement in the Glas-
gow, with five armed ships and vessels of the Rebels, viz:

"On Saturday, the 6th of April, 1776, at two A. M.,
Block-Island then bearing northwest about eight leagues,
we discovered a fleet on the weather-beam, consisting of
seven or eight sail; tacked and stood towards them, and
soon perceived them to be two or three large ships, and
other square-rigged vessels; turned all hands to quarters,
hauled up the mainsail, and kept standing on to the north-
west with a light breeze and smooth water, the fleet then
coming down before it. At half-past two, a large brig
came within hail, and seemed to hesitate about giving any
answer, but still kept standing towards us; and, on being
asked what other ships were in company with her, answer-
ed, the ColnmbllS and Alfred, a twenty-two-gun frigate; and
a]most immediately a hand-grenade was thrown out of her
top. We exchanged our broadsides. She then shot ahead,
and lay on our bow, to make room for a large ship, with a
top-light, to come on our broadside, and another ship ran
under our stern, raked as she passed, and then luffed up on
our lee-beam, whilst a brig took her station on our larboard-
quarter, and a sloop kept altering her station occasionally.
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At four, the station of every vessel was altered, as the two
ships had dropped on each quarter, and a brig kept astern,
giving a continual fire; bore away, and made sail for
Rhode-Island, with the whole fleet within musket-shot on
our quarters and stern. Got two stern-chase guns out of
the cabin, and kept giving and receiving a very warm fire.
At day-light, perceived the Uebel ships to consist of two
ships, two brigs, and a sloop, and a large ship and a snow,
which kept to windward as soon as the action began. At
half-past six, the fleet hauled their wind, and, at seven,
tacked and stood to the south-south-west. \Ye had one
man killed and three wounded by the musketry from the
enemy."

Tbe fi)llowing is a state of the Rebel armed vessels above
mentioned:

Aiji"ed.-Commanded by Hopkins; twenty nine-pound-
ers on the lower, six ten-pounders on the upper, deck; two
hundred and twenty men, including sixty marines.

Columuus.-Commanded by J+'hippie; eighteen nine-
pounders on the lower, ten six-pounders on the upper, deek;
two hundred and twenty men, including sixty marines.

Andrew Doria, Brig.-Commanded by Biddle; sixteen
six-pounders on the upper deck; one hundred and thirty
pJen, including thirty marines.

Cabot, Brig.-Commanded by Hopkins, Jun.; fourteen
1>ix-pounders on the upper deck; one hundred and twenty
men, including thirty marines.

Providence, Sloop.-Commanderl by IIazard; twelve
six-pounders on the upper deck; ninety men, including
twenty-eight marines.

The Glasgow had twenty guns-nine-pounders; and one
hundred and fifty men.

By letters lately receivcd from Vice-Admiral Young,
dated at Antigua, the 3d of ,7t!arch, and from Vice-Admi-
ral Gayton, dated at Jamaica, the 28th of that month, it
likewise appears that the cruisers under the command of
the former had seized twenty-six, and those under the com-
mand of the latter, nine, ships and vessels, either belonging
to, or employed in carrying on a trade with, his :Majesty's
rebellious subjects in North-America.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADEL-
PHIA, DATED BERMUDA, APRIL \26, AKD CONTINUED TO
MAY1, 1716.

The people in this Island are zealous in the American
cause, and appear w'illing, to do everything in their power to
promote it. The Governour, who has become very obnox-
ions, has been threatening the inhabitants with cmisers, sta-
tioned at each end of the Island, and troops; but no man of
sense can believe so useless and expensive a measure will
ever be adopted. The vessels in here from the Islands,
give an account of the disposition of the people there, which
is very far fi'om meriting the indulgence shown their pro-
perty in the late resolution for reprisals. In Antigua and
Barbadoes, an American is not sate, either in his person 01'
property, if he is known to be friendly to the Continental
interest. And they exult in the prospect, or rather hopes,
of a total reduction of the Colonies by Administration; one
consequenee of which, they are promised, will be, the con-
fining the American commerce, in the 1Vest-Indies, absolute-
ly to the EngHsh Islands. This may be relied on to be the
present temper of the Islands in general.

This Island suffers mueh. One hundred and twenty ves-
sels are now on hand, unemployed, and the people happy if
they can keep from an abso]ute famine; for the produce of
this Island is next to nothing at all. Vessels proper for
privateers might be taken up here to good advantage, and
guns for them purchased, as there are a great number of
good ones, of those used in the late war, now on hand. A
number were lately purchased and shipped, as I heard, and
more may be had, of four to nine-pounders. MI'. Jennings
has a fine ship on the stocks, of eighty feet keel, which may
be launched soon, and would make a fine privateer. He
would be glad to sell her, and I believe could proeure the
guns for her.

A sloop this instant arrived from Antigua, and brings ac-
counts that twenty-one sail of transports, under convoy of
two men-of-war, sai]ed the beginning of this month for the
Continent, from Antigua; and, by the Captain, the report
of the disposition of the people of that Is]and and Barba-

aoes, towardsthe Colonies,is confirmed,with many aggra-
vating circumstances. The situation and present state of
this Island demands the attention of the Continental Con-
gress; and I have had several confer('llces with Mr. . . . .
on the subject. It is unnecessary to attempt a particular
description of an Island as well known as this; but you
well know that, by the accounts given in to Congress, the
number of its inhabitants were set about fimrteen thousand,
(one half blacks,) and the quantity of provision annually
imported into the Island was then stated, which, moderate
as it appears, is much more than the inhabitants wiJl here-
after be able to pay for, unless they can be put on a diffe-
rent footing from their present one. Their negro men are
all of them seamen and mechanicks-such as coopers, ship-
carpenters, and blacksmiths; and the produce of their labour
makes nine-tenths of the support both of their masters and
fellow-slaves, there being no employ worth mentioning for
either the female slaves or children, as the land is abso-
lutely fit for nothing but the grO\vth of cedar. It is well
known that almost the whole of that trade and ship-build-
ing, which employed them and their slaves, depended on
their intercourse between the American Colonies On the
Continent, and foreign parts. This ceasing, throws them
instantly into distress, witbout stock of provision, and with-
out the means of paying for it, could it he procured; and
on a soil incapable of supplying them, were they to culti-
vate every inch of it. This is simply their present situa-
tion, which greatly alarms them. The Governour has
thn'atened them with sending for vessels of force. In sllch
case, instant famine is inevitable, unless they can subsist on
fish alone; and if they cannot, by somo means, procure
speedy supplies from the Continent, they will be in the
same unhappy situation. Sensible of this, the inhabitants
have had meetings, and have chosen a large Committee, of
which. . . . . is Chairman: and the inhabitantsare con-
tributing all in their power to 'ward off the impending dan-
ger; but any relief they may obtain can be only tempo-
rary, (momentary, I may say,) unless the Continent takes
them immediately under their protection. This is, I con-
ceive, neither impracticable, nor would be attended witb any
very heavy expense, and tho consequences might be very
beneficial to the Colonies.

It is hardly possible for a person never on these Islands,
(for they amount to hundreds oflittle ones,) to form an idea
of them and their harbours. It is sufficient to say that they
are the IllOStdifficult of access in the world, and SOme of the
safest when entered. On the south side there is no water
for anything more than a whale-boat, over a reef running
the whole extent, at about half a league from the shore. At
the west end, where we landed, there is a channel through
the rocks and shoals, which extend near two leagues off
shore, but so winding that it requires a skilful pilot to bring
you through; and, in the best weather, it is alarming to a
stranger to see the rocks on every side, and under him,
(their clear white shining through the water,) as he passes,
and finally enters, where the high land, on each side, is not
a musket-shot from the centre of the channels. On the
north side, the breakers run almost Ollt of sight of land,
through which there is one passage, but so difficult that the
Islanders themselves make little use of it. At the east end
the harbour is more capacious than this at the west, but
equally dil1icult and easily defended; but when you have
once entered either of the harbours, you may have your
choice of a number of lesser ones, formed by the little
broken Islands, between which is generally good depth of
water and safe anchorage.

.

This, fi'om my own oh,ervatiol1 and inquiry, is the natu-
ral situation of the Island, which, running between the
northeast. and southwest, every vessel passing between
Great Britain and the 1Vest-Indies, unless driven out of
their course, sails within about one hundred leagues of one
of its extremities. This considered, it is evident they being
fortified; so as to make a safe harbour for our cruisers, the
whole H'est-India trade must be intercepted, and that by a
small fleet of swift-sailing fi1gates and sloops. I am no
judge of the expense of such fortifications; but gentlemen
of some acquaintance with such ailairs estimate it low; and
as to a land. force, the mO'3ttrifling (even the Militia of the
Island, properly supplied with stores) would be sufficient to
guard a country as impenetrable, after landing, as it is in-
accessible.
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There are a. sufficient number of cannon on the Island for
that purpose, and to arm a number of cruis~rs besides; an.d
the inhabitants, I am confident, would receIve you as theIr
best friends; and my confidence of this is founded on their
situation. As the Continent is driven into a naval war, it
must be a principal question in what manner the trade of
Great Britain can be most advantageously attacked; and
as the Parliament have, in effect, closed with the Congress,
in the stopping all commerce between the Continent and
Great Britain, or other British dominions, it must be the
policy of Amern:a to intercept, as far as possible, their inter-
course between each other, as well to suppl y ourselves as
to distress them. To effect which, some harbour or har-
bours must be pitched upon, convenient for the purpose, and
secured; and the question will be, are those of. this Island
the best? I think tl10Yare, for the reasons hinted at above,
and for the probability that the enemy, unsuspecting of such
a manreuvre, and intent on blocking up the ports on the
Continent, may receive a heavy blow in their Wes~-In~ia
commerce, before they are aware of or guarded agamst It;
and if they attempt to defeat such a design, it must be by
drawing off their forces from our coast, for a while at least.

These hints I submit to maturer consideration, and to the
present turn of political measures; but a minute inquiry into
the practicability and expense of su~h ~ scheme will. co~t
neither time nor money worth mentlOnmg; and r wIsh It
may be made by some person of better judgment than I
conceive myself, or, perhaps, my informers here, to be.

ItIAJOR GIST TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Annapolis, April 26, 177.6.

GENTLEMEN: Agreeable to your instructions, I am now
to make application to you to appoint a General Court-Mar-
tial, for the trial of Christian Castler, a soldier in Captain
Ramsay's Company, who is charged with attempting to
shoot a non-commissioned officer, who commanded a party
on duty, of which Castler was one; the particular circum-
stances beina regularly inquired into by a Court appointed
for that purp~se, who found him guilty of the charge, and
are of opinion that a General,Court-Martial, appointed by
the commanding officer, is not competent to pass sentence
on the prisoner for so capital a crime, and beg leave to refer
him to a superior court, to be tried for his life.

r am, with much respect, gentlemen, your most humble
servant, M. GIST.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

lIARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN NICHOLSON.

[1'\0.132.] Annapolis,April 26, 1776.
SIR: We consider the Schooner Resolution to be fitted

out only as a tender for the Ship Defence; and therefore
have given you directions to put officers, &e., on board, out
of your own ship, as you may think best for the publick
service. 'Ve are, &c.

To Captain James Nicholson.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO coM~nsSIbNERS IN CANADA.

Philadelphia, April 26, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The late disturbances in Canada, owing to
an insurrection of a number of the inhabitants, have, for
some time, occupied the most serious attention of Congress;
in pursuance of which, they have com_einto sundry resolves,
calculated both to increase our military force in that coun-
try, and tp allay the fears and apprehensions of the people.
Of this latter kind is the resolve I herewith transmit, by
order of Congress, to you.

In addition to the four battalions now on their march to.
Canada, the Congress have, since the receipt of General
Schuyler's last letter, ordered six more to be sent there as
soon as possible.

With sincere wishes for your health, and success in your
important engagements, I have the honour to be, with every
sentiment of esteem and regard, gentlemen, your most obe-
dient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To the Honourable Benjamin Franklin, Samuel Chase, and
Charles Carroll, Esquires, Commissioners in Canada.

PRESIDENT OF COXGRESS TO GENERAL BCHUYLER.

Philadelphia, April 26,1776.

SIR: The intelligence contained in your last letter, and
the papers transmitted therewith, being of the utmost impor-
tance, the Congress have paid them the attention which they
deserved. It is, indeed, to be lamented, that the miscon-
duct of our troops should have given occasion to the Cana-
dians to proceed such lengths as to commence hostilities.
New-raised recruits (such as tho~e of the United Colonies)
cannot immediately be brought to submit to exact discipline
and subordination, without having recourse to that love of
liberty, and aversion to military restraint, which are natural
to freemen. To account for this, it is sufficient to observe,
that to make men soldiers is the work of time and labour,
even in countries where the genius of the Governm.ent has
prepared men for that kind of despotism which is indispen-
sably necessary in an Army.

Though it is much to be wished that the subahern officers
in Canada had exerted themselves more in keeping the troops
in order, yet I am apt to think the utmost vigilance could
not have totally prevented all irregularities. But we were
compelled, unprepared, hastily to take up the weapons of
self-preservation, and have, consequently, had numberless
difficulties to struggle with; of which the expedition into
Canada has been a continued scene. This is the true source
of all our misfortunes, with which you are too well acquaint-
ed to make it necessary for me to repeat them.

I cannot help suspecting that the defection of the Cana-
dians is more the result of policy than inclination; not that
I believe they have any more inclination for one side than
the other; but finding the force of the United Colonies in
Canada fell milch short of expectation, they naturally throw
themselves into the scale which they be]ieve begins to pre-
ponderate. It is not, however, materia] at present, what are
the causes of the late insurrection, any further than to pro-
vidfJ a remedy against the evil. Congress have accordingly
passed sundry resolves, adapted both to conciliate the afi(~c-
tions of the Canadians, and to operate on their apprehensions
as to the strength of the Colonies, having ordered ten batta-
lions into that country, and given directions to Mr. Trumbull
and Mr. Lowrey to forward to you four thousand barrels of
pork; they have also directed ten thousand pair of shoes,
and ten thousand pair of stockings, to be sent to you for the
use of the Continental Army in Canada.

I ha ve it in charge from Congress to desire you to pursue
the best means for furnishing such other necessary articles as
may be wanted for the Army in Canada, having regard to
such of thfJm as the Commissary in that Province can sup-
ply; and, also, that you inform them what quantity of gun-
powder you have received for Canada since the 1st of Ja-
nuary la~t; and that you go on to give the earliest notice
to Congress, of the occasion for the supplies of such neces-
saries as it may not be in your power to procure.

I transmit, herewith, sundry resolves of Congress, under
the hand of the Secretary, for YOllr future directions and
conduct; and have the honour to be, sir, your most obedi-
ent and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To Major-General Schuyler, at Albany.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO JAMES WARREN.

Philadelphia, April 26, 1776.

SIR: I have it in charge fi'om Congress to acquaint you
that tbey have been pleased to accept your resignation as
Paymaster-General of the Army, and that there are Su-
perintendents of the Treasury appointed, to whom yeu are
to render your accounts and vouchers, which I will do my-
self the pleasure of putting into their hands, if you think
proper to forward them to me for that purpose.

1 have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant J H P .a' OHN ANCOCK,. rest ent.

To James lVarren, Esq.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO JOSEPH TRUMBULL.

Philadel phia, April 26, 1776.

SIR: I have it in charge from Congress to direct your im-
mediate attention to the enclosed resolve, for the purchase
of two thousand barrels of pork, which, when purchased,
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you will forward, in the most expeditious manner, to Gene-
ral Schuyler.

As it is of great importance the Army in Canada should
be well supplied, you will exert yourself to effect this pur-
chase as speedily as possible. Whenever you send or draw
for the money, your bill on me for twenty thousand dollars
shall meet with due honour.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To Mr. Trumbull, Commissary-General, at New- York.

COLONEL WAYNE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New-York, April 26, 1776.

SIR: By order of his Excellency General Trashington, I
have sent Major Ilaussegger (the bearer hereof) to Pkiladel-
pkia to bring up the remainder of my battalion, which, with
five otbers, are to march to Canada immediately. I must
therefore request that you will use YOLlrinfluence to supply
my regiment with arms. The Major will render a list of the
number wanted.

Tbe three- companies that are here were obliged to march
without a single waistcoat, and but one shirt pm' man, and
most of them too small, although made of the worst oflinen.
I therefore beg you to give orders to the Commissaries to
supply the remainder as soon as possible. I am not unac-
quainted with your important situation and the multiplicity
of business on your hands, but necessity obliges me in this
instance to apply to you. I must therefore beg pardon for
this freedom, and hope you will not be troubled in future
by any applications of this nature by, sir, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

A WNTHONY AYNE.

To the Hon. John IIancock, President of Congress.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL IRVINE.

New-York, April 26, 1776.

SI1.\: Immediately upon receipt of this letter, you are
desired to march the remainder of your battalion direct! y to
this city, in order to embark for Albany on your route to
Canada.

The Congress have been pleased to order that, upon your
march or embarcation fi'om hence for Canada, the pay of
your men shall be the same as those of other regiments,
employed in the same service, to-wit: six and two-thirds
dollars per month. Of this you will please to inform them.

I shall depend upon your making despatch; and am, sir,
vours &c. G U TJ , ,

EORGEn ASHINGTON.

To Colonel William Irvine, of the Sixth Pennsylliania Regi-
ment.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBULL.

New-York, April 26,. 1'776.

SIR: When you did me the honour of a visit at Norwich
on my way to this place, I recommended to you the recom-
mendation I had received from Congress for sending four
battalions from bence to reinforce our troops in Canada. I
now beg leave to inform you that, in compliance therewith,
on Satltrday and Sltnday last I detached four regiments
thence under the command of Brigadier-General Thompson;
and by an express received last night, am ordered by Con-
gress, in addition to those already gone, to send six more
immediately. Our regiments being incomplete and much
wanting in numbers, I need not add that the Army here feel
a. sensible diminution from tbis detachment, and when the
second is gone, will be weak indeed, considering the impor-
tance of this place, the many extensive posts which must be
guarded for its defence; and, added to this, almost the whole
of our valuable ordnance, stores, and magazines, will be
deposited here. For these reasons it appears to me expe-
dient that some mode should be adopted without loss of time,
by this, your, and the Jersey Governments, for throwing in
immediate succours upon the appearance of the enemy, or
any case of emergency.

I have written to the Congress of New-Jersey upon the
subject, praying them to form such regulations respecting
theil." Militia (they being the only resource we have) that
assistance may be had on the earliest notice of an approach

of the enemy, for preventing the fatal and alarming conse-
quences which might result from tbe common, tedious, and
slow method generally used for obtaining their aid; and would
take tbe liberty of mentioning, tbat if the same should be
done by you and your honourable Council respecting your
Militia, or such part of them as are most contiguous to this
place, that the most salutary ends might be derived there-
from. The benefits flowing from a timely succour being too
obvious for repetition, I shall propose, with all possible defer-
ence, for your consideration, whether it will not be advisable
to bave some select corps of men appointed, under proper
officers, in the western part of your Government, to repair to
this place on the earliest notice from the General, or officer
commanding here, of the appearance of an enemy.

If it should be thought necessary upon an emergency, in
the first instance to resort to you for all the ordinary forms
to be gone tbrough before any succours can be ordered in,
it is to be feared tbat the relief would be too late to answer
any good purposes. This, however, I shalI submit to you,
in full confidence of your most ready assistance on every
occasion, and that such measures as appear to you most
likely to advance tbe publick good on this and every other
instance, will be most cheerfillly adopted.

I am, sir, with great esteem, &c.,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.
To Governour Trumbull.

Return of the Regiment of Foot, in the service of the Uni-
ted Colonies, commanded by Colonel McDoUGALL, April
26, 1776.

Commissioned Officers present: OIle Colonel, one Lieu-
tenant-Colonel, one Major.

Staff Officers present: One Adjutant, one Quartermaster,
one Surgeon, one Mate.

CmJPANIES.

OFFICERS PR};-

SE~'T.

RANK AND FILE.

---

---- ------------
Capt. Wiilet........
C~pt. Johnson...
Cart. Varick.......
Capl. LcdYdrd.. .
CliPt. Ly()ns .
Capt. Brown.......
C"pt. Van Wyck.
Capt. Wiley.......

Total.......

2111-.
14 3 - 7-

I 3; 6. - -
2 43 7. 7-
\! 5812 - 6 1
2 8 I I 2 -
2 26 3 - 1-
2 15 5 - 2.

12 - 68 - - 2
24.66117
431372341£.
57 - 23 - I 3
77 - 3 4. -
12 I 68 2 I :!
30- 50--6
221583- :2

-----------.-
13 212 :~8 125 ] 277 3 36333( 7 :{7

------.-

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO REPAIR
TO PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS.

In Council, April 26, 1776.

To W ALTER SPOONER, GEORGE PARTRIDGE, and J ONA-
THAN GROUT, Esquires:

You being appointed by this Court to repair to Pittsfield,
on the 14th day of May next, and to make proper inquiry
into the cause of the matters of complaint subsisting there,
and report the same to the General Court, at their next
~May Sessions: You are to give notice to all tbe towns in
the County of Berkshire, of your meeting them at Pitts-
field aforesaid, by directing the Sheriff of the said County
to notify their clerks may attend, as the said towns shall
appoint. When you are so met, you are to inquire into
the cause of the disquiet subsisting there, and let them
koow that it is the expectation of this Court that all the
inhabitant~ of this Colony will do their utmost endeavour
to support the Government, as recommended by the Con-
tinental Congress; that at a time when Great Britain is
exerting her utmost strength to destroy these Colooies,
or subject them to the lowest degree of vassalage, it is the
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indispensable duty of every individual to unite in every
measure which will give force and energy to an opposition
thereto; that it is with great concern that this Court find
so many of the inhabitants of that County endeavouring to
break the union of this Colony, by suggestions that this Court
are disposed to deprive the inhabitants of this Colony of any
of the rights they are entitled to as freemen, but that they
look more favourably upon their conduct from consideration of
their local circumstances; and to assure them that this Court
is disposed to remove every real grievance which, by any of
the laws of this Colony, it may hereafier be made to appear
that tbe inhabitants labour under; and, in general, that you
wi1l take such measures to restore quiet and harmony in tbat
County as shall appear to you most proper after you bave
heard their complaints. In all which you will regard the
honour of Government, and tbe rigbts and privileges of the
people. Finally, you are to make report of your proceedi.ng

. herein to the Great and General Court, as your opportumty
directs.

ELDAD TAYLOR,per order.

APPOINTMENT OF PIERCE LONG, NAVAL OFFICER OF PORTS-
MOUTH.

Colony of New-Hampshire, in Committee of Safloty,(
April 26, 1776. 5

'1'0 PIERCE LONG, Esquire:
Pursuant to a -recommendation from the honourable Con-

tinental Congress for regulating trade, and permitting the
inhabitants of these Colonies to trade with some of tbe
European nations, under certain limitations:

You are hereby appointed an officer for tbe Port of Pi.~ca-
taqua, and fully authorized and empowered to procure regis-
ters, signed by the President of tbe Council, for all vessels
outward-bound belonging to this Colony; enter and clear all
vessels coming in and going out of said port; baving a strict
regard and obedience to tbe regulations and directions of tbe
Continental Congress, but by no means to counteract tbe
same; taking sucb reasonable fees as may be an adequate
reward for your service, and no more; and to continue in
said office until the determination of tbe Council and As-
sembly thereon.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM LORD GEORGE GERMAINE TO

GENERAL HOWE, DATED WHITEHALL, APRIL Q7, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed I have tbe honour to send you the em-
barcation returns of the first division of tbe Hessian troops,
wbicb division, or the greatest part of it, being arrived at
Spithead, and the detachment of guards being embarked,
the whole have orders to proceed to sea immediately, under
the instructions contained in the enclosed copies of my let-
ters to Lieutenant-General Heister, and to the Lords of the

. Admiralty.
It was hoped and expected that Lord Howe would have

proceeded with this embarcation ; but the necessary arrange-
ments respecting the very important commission ofoffer of
pardon and negotiation, in which he and you are joined,
make tbat very doubtful; and therefore the transports will
probably proceed under convoy of the Preston, on board
whIch Commodore Hotham hoists his broad pendant.

Lord Howe will, it is hoped, not be detained many days
here, and, therefore, there is the greatest probability that,
if the embarcation should proceed without him, his Lord-
ship, being in a single ship, will arrive before the troops, and
in time to settle all the arrangements that may be necessary
to be made in consequence of their destination.

I have already acquainted you (in my letter of the Q8th
ftfarch, of which I now enclose a duplicate) that the Forty-
Second and Seventy-First Regiments would probablyem-
bark about the 20th instant. They are certainly by this
time all on board, and, I hope, ready to sail from the Clyde;
and, enclosed, I send you a copy of my letter of orders to
Sir William Erskine, the commanding officer of those corps.
His Majesty has been pleased to give the rank of Colonel in
America to him, that he may be employed by you as com-
manding the Brigade of Highlanders. You can be no
stranger to his character as an officer, though you may not
have served in the Army with him. You may depend upon
his answering your expectations, in whatever service you
may employ him.

FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. V.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO JOHN ROGERS.
[No. 133.J Annapolis,April 27, 1776.

SIR : We this moment received the original, of which the
enclosed is a copy; and as matters of a very interesting na-
ture have lately been discussed in Congress relative to our
Province, which will be laid befi)re the next Convention,
it will be very proper tbat as many of our Deputies should
be here as can be spared from Congress, to represent what
passed there. We request you will comply with the within
requisition, if possible.

We are, &c.

To John Rogers, Esq., Philadelphia.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO BENJAMIN HARRISON, JUN.

Philadelphia, April 27, 1776.

SIR: The Congress having ordered two hundred and fifty

thousand dollars to be sent to you for the use of the Conti-
nental troops, I do myself the pleasure of forwarding the
same herewith.

By the enclosed receipt you will perceive I have paid
Messrs. Willing ~ Morris, of this city, forty thousand dol-
lars, which you will consider as part of the two hundred
and fifty thousand. The money is packed up in three bo)(es'
and committed to the charge of Captain West.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant J H .,

OHN ANCOCK, Preszdent.

To Benjamin Harrison, Jun., Esq., of Berkeley, Charles
City County, Virginia.

P. S. I have also forwarded, by this opportunity, to the
Committee of Safety of your Colony, fifty thousand dollars,
to be exchanged for specie. Should they be so successful
as to get more than that sum in specie, I have requested
them, by order of Congress, to draw on you for all they can
procure above it; in which case, you will take care that
their drafts are duly honoured.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.

Philadelphia, April 27,1776.

GENTLEMEN: You will receive herewith the sum of fifty
thousand dollars, which I am commanded by Congress to
request you will use your utmost endeavours to exchange
into specie, in order to remit it to the Continental Trea-
surers.

I beg, however, you will not confine yourselves to that
sum, but exert yourselves to procure all the specie in your
power. Should you be so successful as to get more than
fifty thousand dollars in specie, you will please to draw for
aU such sums on tbe Paymaster in Virginia, who has orders
to pay such drafts. Your zealous and uniform attachment
to the cause of America makes it unnecessary to use any
arguments to call your particular attention to this request of
Congress.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very humble servant, J H P .

d tOHN ANCOCK, reszen.

To the Committee of Safety of Virginia.

P. S. Please to deliver the enclosed commissions to the
Commissary and Mustermaster.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTQN.

Philadelphia, April 27, 1776.

SIR: The enclosed resolve of Congress, respecting the
Rifle Battalions and Independent Rifle Companies, would
have been transmitted sooner, had it not been omitted
through a mistake.

I do myself the pleasure of forwarding at this time several
resolves of Congress, relative to such parts of your letters
as have hitherto come under consideration. I propose wri-
ting more fully by Mr. Palfrey, who will set out for New-
York on ~fonday. In the mean time, I have the honour to
be, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.
To His Excellency General Washington, at New-York.

69
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JOHN ADAMS TO GENERAL GATES.

Philadelphia, 'Ap. il 27, 1776.

DEAR SIR : Your favour of the 239, I received yester..
day, and it put me in a good humour, the benefit of which I
feel to this moment, and sha1l continue to experience a long
.time.

Were you idle enough to read the tales in the London
'papers and magazines a few years ago, concerning the Cock-
Lane Ghost, and the others concerning a man of six feet
high who leaped into a quart bottle and corked himself up ?
Do you remember that a great part of the nation, perhaps a
majority, believed these marvellous lies to be true? If you
recoil eel these things, you will not wonder that the tales of
Commissioners to treat with Congress should have gained
credit with many in America, nor will you wonder that
many pretend to believe them who do not.

I think with you, that it requires a faith which can remove
mountains to believe that liberty and safety can ever be
hereafter enjoyed by America, in any subjection to the go-
vernment of Great Britain. Dependance and subordina-
tion to Great Britm:n, always indeterminate and nonsensical
expressions, if they mean anything, must now mean perpe-
tual animosity, discord, civil war; encroachment and usurpa-
tion on one side, and diseontent, mutiny, sedition, riot, and
resistanee, on the other; unless it terminates in downright
submission, and that no doubt would be followed with perse-
cution and imprisonment, scorn and insults, blocks, halters
and gib)Jets.

Your opinion of Indians, and the best policy in our manage-
ment of them, may ,be right for anything that I know'; but
as I know little of them, I always leave the measures rela-
ting to them to gentlemen who know a great deal. It is said
they are very expensive and troublesome eon federates in
war, besides the incivility and inhumanity of employing
such savages, with their cruel, b]oody dispositions, against
any 'enemy whatever. Nevertheless sueh have been the
extravagancies of Briti$h barbarity, in prosecuting the war
against us, that I think we need not be so delicatc as to refuse
the assistanee of Indians, provided we cannot keep them
neutral. I should not hesitate a moment in this case.

That we have been a little tardy in providing for Canada
is true, owing to innumerable difficulties. However, we
have been roused at l~t, and I hope have done pretty we1l.
If you think we have not, let me know it, and whatever you
may think further necessary, if it is not done, it shall not be
my fault.

I am grieved to find the least intimation of langor among
my countrymen in fortifying Boston and its harbour. I have
not written a letter since we received news of your success
in driving the enemy from that town, without stuffing it with
exhortations as well as plans for the fortification of that har-
bour. Warren writes me that they have sent a Committee
to fortify the harbour, so that I hope it wiH be done. I hope
Genera! Washington will send one.

Your opinion of the difficulties General Howe will meet
with in attempting to get up the St. Lawrence early, gives
me great comfort. God send him wind and sea enough.,

Am sorry to learn there are so many Tories where you
are. They must be watched. But there is one measure
which I think should lessen the number of them. If the
Provincial Congress and Committee of Safety could be eon-
vinced of the propriety, utility, and necessity of following
the virtuous and glorious example of South-Carolina, in
instituting a complete Government in that Colony, I think
there would be a great revolution of sentiment in the city,
and throllgh the whole Province, and most of their divisions
and distractions removed. The Tories will have a perni-
cious influence, and will be indefatigable in their intrigues,
insinuations, and cabals, in every Colony, while everyone of
them holds an office under a King. When" thrones, do-
minations, princedoms, powers, " in the language of ~""lilton,
are excluded from their ideas of Government, Toryism will
be disarmed of its sting.

You ask me what you are to think of Robert Morris 1
I will tell you what I think of him. I think he has a
masterly understanding, an open temper, and' an honest
heart; and if he does not always vote for what you and I
should think proper, it is because he thinks that a large body
of people remains, who are not yet of his mind. He has
vast designs in the mercantile way; and no doubt pursues

mel'Gantile ends, which are always gain; but he is an excel-
lent member of our body.
, Pray continue to write me, for a letter from yon cures
me of all anxiety and ill-humour for two or three days at
least, and besides that, leaves me better informed in many
things, and confirmed in my good resolutions for my whole
life.

Yours without disguise, &c. JOHN ADAMS.

To General Gates.

P. S. There is a Major Wrixon here, a fine sensible fellow,
a Field Officer in Gehnanylast war, a man of letters, sense,
and spiri,t, the best principles. I wish you were a Major-
General and he Adjutant-General. What say you to it ?

JOHN JAY TO NEW-YORK COMJlIITTEE OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, April 27, 177ft.

GENTLEJlIEN: The Congress having been informed of a
very extraordinary oath ordered by Governour Tryon to be
administered to passengers in the latc packet, whereby they
bound themselves not to disclose anything re]ative to Ameri-
can affairs except to the Ministry, have appointed a Com..
mittee (of whieh I am one) to ascertain this fact.

I must therefore request of you, gentlemen, to appoint
proper persons to examine into this matter, and, if possible,
ascertain the truth of the report, by afiidavits taken before
the .Mayor, or one of the Judges of the Superior Court.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
servant, J JOHN AY.

To the honourable the Committee of Safety for the Colony
of New- York.

JOHN JAY TO COLONEL M,DOUGALL.

Philadelphia, April 27, 1776.

DEAR COLONEL: Accept my thanks for your friendly
letter of the 16th instant, and its enclosures, which contain
useful as well as agreeable information. I am glad to see
New- York doing something in the Naval way, and think the
encouragement given by your Convention to the manufaeture
of arms, powder, saltpetre, and sea-salt, does them hononr.

Many of the reasons you allege for delaying taxation are
weighty, and I confess did not occur to me. It is certainly
unreasonable to impose on the city, in its present circum-
stances, sO,great a share of the publick expenses.

The late election, so fiLl'as it respects yourself, has taken
a tnrn I did not expeet, and am at a loss to account for,
except on the principle of your holding a military office, or
that mutability which, from various causes, often strongly
marks popular opinions of men and measures in times like
these. But whatever may have been the reason, I am per-
suaded that the zeal you have shown and the sacrifices you.
have made in this great cause will always afford YOLlthe
most pleasing reflections, and will one day not only merit,
but receive the gratitude ~f your fellow-citizens. Posterity,
you know, always does justice. Let no circumstance of this
kind diminish your ardour; but by persevering in a firm,
uniform course of conduct, silence detraction and compel
approbation. .

I am much obliged to you for your kind attention to my
house; and be assured that I shall omit no opportunity of
evincing the esteem and sincerity with which I am your
friend and humble servant, J JOHN AY.

To Colonel J. McDougall.

CASSANDRA TO CATO.

I have engaged in the present political controversy with
a design to be of service to my country. On a.n impartial
inquiry into the present state of the British COl1stitution, it
appears to me that it is out of the power of the British
Legislature to give us security for the futnre eI1joyment of
our fights and liberties; and on this ground I have opposed a
reunion. I have examined everything advanced by you on
the subject, and find them wide of the mark. The point
with me has ever been, what will secure our liberties? The
question of interest is ever determined thereby.. Nation-
al prosperity and national happiness are incompatible with
national slavery. It is of small consequence to America,
whether God has granted a King to the People of Britain
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tyrannical of Kings of England could never force from
them! They have lost what their forefathers have been
spending their blood and treasure to defend for these thou-
sand years! They have lost the greatest jewel that ever
any People possessed! They have lost their constitutional
and natural liberty, their birthright and inheri~a)1ce derived
from God and Nature! They have lost their constitutiorm.l
redress for all their grievances l They have lost their all,
their everything, by that damnable Septennial Law."

To my quotations /i'om this invaluable essay, I beg leave
to add the following, as perfectly applicable to America;
and the foregoing extracts will not only justify, but enforce
the doctrine it contains, to every honest heart:

"
To deduce our rights from the principles of equity, jus-

tice, and the Constitution, is very well; but equity and justice
arc no defence against power. You must take your consti-
tutional rights under your oWn protection, and that quickly
too, or they will be lost forever. Protect and defend them
as the apple of your eye from danger, or as you would your
wives and children from destruction. And never desist from
using every remedy" in your power, "till you have esta-
blished them on a foundation never more to be Sh[lken, either
by King or Parliament. " A Constitution that affords no
check against its own servants can yield no security to us.

He who has the nomination of the Officers of Govern-.
-

ment has the w],ole power of that Government in his own
hand, and may do with it as he pleases. This is abundantly
proved by the present ruinous state of Government in every
Colony, where the King or a Proprietor had the nomination.
Liberty will never flourish in such a Government: "

By
the Constitution of the S'axon Government (says the author
6rst quoted) no officer, cithef'civil or military, or ev'en eccle-
siastical, could bt:' invested in his office, or exercise any juris-
diction or authority over freemen, without the free election of
those freemen over whom he was to exercise such authority.
And it is for this reason, morc cspecially, that the People of
England were denominated free; for that by the ancient
Laws and Constitution of the Kingdom, they had this just
and natural right, viz: the free election of their Magistrates
and Governours ; without which our ancestors thought all our
Eberties were but a species of bondage.. For of what use can
Eberty be to him whose person or estate is subject to officers,
&c., set over him without his consent?" How different
from, and how much superior to our present form of Govern-
ment, was the Saxon, or old Constitution of England.

These three considerations form, in my opinion, an insur-
mountable obstacle against a reunion with Grfat Britain.
The man who has not thought upon these points is ill quali-
fied to judge of the necessity of Independence, or the inevi-
table ruin attendant on reunion.

My objections are radical, reaching to the root of the evil;
and if a r~dical. cure cannot be obtained in one way, it alIght
to be obtamed m another. To skin over the wound would
be madness. I therefore once more entreat you either to
point out a complete remedy for these defects, and prove it
more easily attainable than a complete delivery by a Decla-
ration of Independence, or to give DO further opposition to
the measure. He who cannot see a fair prospect of removing
these defects, and yet wishes to see AmeT1~ca return to a
state of dependance, has something else in view than the
liberties of his country. C ASSANDRA.

or not, or whether the Constitution of their Government
answers excellently to the inhabitants of that Island, if
dependance on that excellent form of Government is big
with slavery and ruin to America.

~If you mean not to hold your countrymen in suspense
until the day of salvation is past, I call upon you to prove
that Great Britain can offer any plan of constitutional de-
pendance which will not leave the future enjoyment of our
liberties to hope, hazard, and uncertainty, as the Forester
bas finely expressed it; and that if she can, there is a
prohability she will. If the one is impossible, or the other
altogether improbable, yourself must acknowledge it is time
to part.

Dy the Constitution of Great Britm:n, the preseI1t Parlia-
ment can make no law which shall bind any future one.
For as tbe author of LeT Parliamentaria, or Law ofPadia-
ment, observes, page 77, when treating of the power and
authority of Parliaments, "Though it be apparent what
transcendent power and authority the Padiament hath, and
though divers Parliaments have attempted to bar, restrain,
suspend, qualify, or make void, the power of subsequent
Parliaments, yet could they never effect it. For the latter
Parliament hath ever power to abrogate, suspend, qualify,
explain, or make void, the former, in the whole, or in any
part thereof, notwithstanding any words of restraint, prohi-
bition, or penalty in the former. For it is a maxim in the
law of Parliament, quod leges postcriores priores contraries
abrogant." Thercfom should. any Padiament give up, re-
nounce, and forever quit claim to the right of making laws
to bind us in any case whatever, yet it can constitutionally
stipulate for no longer than that one sitting. They have as
full power and authority to revive and enforce thu claim at
their next sitting as if such renunciation had never taken
place. Is it wisdom, then, 01'is there safety in entering upon
terms of accommodation with a power which cannot stipu-
late for the performance of its engagements? If we are fool-
ish enough to do this, must pot our future security depend
entirely on the will of a British Parliament, i. e. of a British
Ministry? This, in my opinion, must form an insuperable
obstacle to reconciliation in the mind of every honest man
and sincere lover of liberty on the Continent.

A second reason against reconciliation is, that the British
Constitution is so effectually undermined by the influence of
the Crown, that the People of Britain have no security for
the enjoyment of their own liberties, and therefow America
can never be safe in being dependant On such a State.

The author of" An Historical Essay on the English Con-
stitution," printed Anno 1771, says: "I shall not hesitate
to date the decline of our Constitution fmm the Revolution.
Tf'illiam the Third and his Parliament began the practice of
restraining the elective power of the People, by the Legisla-
tive authority-a power that might become ten thousand

.. times more dangerous to the elective rights of the People
than the Crown could ever possibly be. For whenever the
active parts of a Government, founded upon the common
rights of mankind, shall usurp a power to restrain or destroy
those rights from whence they derive their authority, that
State is not far from destruction. .

"Thus the primary law of our Constitution, th(' first prin-
ciple upon which it was founded, which had stood the test
of twel ve hundred years, and been the admiration of ages,
was now reduced to the common level of a nuisance, to be
corrected by Acts ofParJiament. Our Legislative authority
i5, by its own nature, confined to act within the line of the
Constitution, because it is only vested with a trust by the
People, to the end they may protect and defend them in
their rights and privileges. And therefore it is a contradic-
tion in terms to say they have a right to consent to any that
may restrain or destroy them. Their consent to this law
was a notorious violation of the trust reposed in them."
For, "upon this principle our Constitution may be one
thing to-day, and another thing to-morrow. It is this, and .

that, or anything that our Legislative authority, for the time GENERALWASHINGTONTO THE NEw-YOnK COMMITTEEOF

being, shall think proper to make it. But the prevailing SAFETY.

faction of those days, after sowing divisions among the Peo- New.York, April 27, 1776.
pIe to destroy their power and weaken their force, obtained GENTLEI\IEN: In answer to your favour of the 25th de-

a. law, under. pretence of providing for the distemper of the pvered to mEt yesterday, I shall beg leave to inform you' that
times, by wlnch they have l.os~-~ay? what have they not It was my desIgn to have included the Militia of this city in
lost? They have lost the dlstlllgmshmg character between the two thousand or two thousand five hundred men which
freemen and slav.es! They have lost the distinguishing I thought might be wanted upo~ an emergency; but whether
character of E/lgbshmcn ! They have lost what the most cOmmon prudence may not dictatcthe expediency of cx-

*
.

N. B. No good man can agree to any terms which will
not give perfect security; and a division must therefore be
intended by every man who attempts to prepare the minds
of the ignorant and unwary to accept of anything else. As
every writer on the side of dependance has hitherto studiously
evaded the point, it appears they design, if possible, to effect
a division. Take care, then, yegood People of America,
not to be duped by distinguished Tories;
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tending your views to a greater number, in case of necessity,
is submitted to the wisdom of your Board.

The signa1s which I intended should convey the first
notice of the approach of an enemy's fleet, you will find in
the enclosed paper; but if you will please to appoint a
Committee of your body, I will desire the Brigadiers Sulli-
van, Greene, and Lord Stirling, to meet them, and adopt a
better, if a better can be thought of. New-Jersey is already
advertised of these signals.

If the four battalions which were directed to be raised un-
der the command of the Colonels McDougall, Clinton, Rit-
zema, and TVynkoop, are placed under the immediate care
of the Committee of Safety for this Colony by Congress, I
should be glad to know how far it is conceived that my pow-
ers over them extend, or whether I have any at all. Sure
I am that they cannot be subjected to the direction of both;
and I shall have no small reluctance in assuming an authority
I am not vested with powers to execute; nor will my solici-
tude (further than as a well-wisher to the cause) on account
of arms for, and returns of, these regiments continue, if they
are not considered as within the line of my command. It
becomes, therefore, my indispensable duty to be ascertained
of this matter, and to know whether these regiments cannot
be ordered out of the Colony, for instance to New-Jersey,
if necessity should require it.

lt would give me singular pleasure to advance you the
sum asked for; but the low state of our cash, and heavy
demands upon the Paymaster, render it altogether impracti-
cable .at this time. The Quartermaster and Commissary
are both wanting money, and cannot be supplied; nor can
General Ward get what he had sent for to pay the five regi-
ments to the Eastward, till a fresh supply arrives, of which
Congress is informed. General Heath, since my arrival here,
has obtained a warrant upon the Paymaster for money to
replace the sum which your Committee kindly lent him;
and, to the best of my recollection, General Thompson told
me that he also meant to do the same. These matters shall
be inquired into.

With great respect, I remain, gentlemen, your most obe-
dient, and most humble servant,

GEORGE WASHUWTON.

To Committee of Safety, New- York.

FREE CITIZEN TO THE CHAIRMAN OF NEW-YORK; CITY COM-

MITTEE.
New.York, April 27, 1776.

~Ir. GARRET ABEEL:

" Free Citizen" presents his best compliments to you,
and ioforms you that, by Lord Drummond's orders, there
were sent to the store of Hugh Wanace, next door to John
~lorton's dwelling, four cases, which were very heavy, and
hooped with iron, containing military stores; the cartman
could only carry two at once. I am of opinion there were
more than what I saw; therefore please to inform yourself
further, as you have it in your power, being the Chairman
of the Committee and a good citizen.

To Mr. Garret Abeel, Chairman of the City Committee.

CAPTAIN MILLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-Utrecht, April 27, 1776.

I send you this, by express, to inform that at dawn of day
this morning a small sloop came down the river; the sentry
on Staten-Island hailed her, as also those on our side; but
she would not come to; each of the sentries fired several
guns at her, which she disregarded, and passed under a
smart breeze to the Asia man-of-war. Our lower sentry
informs me that when she came near the Asia she hoisted
a blue flag, and they sent out a barge to meet her. I have
just observed her going to the Rook. Where she came from
I cannot learn, but imagine from New- York. She bore off
from our shore so much it was impossible we could stop her
passage.

HENRY MILLER, Captain.

To His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, New- York.

THOMAS PALMER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Fort Montgomery, April 27, 1776.

GE:S-TLEMEN:After sundry applications to Captain Ber-
rien for cash, by letter from him this day he informs us that

it must now be obtained by a draft on the Provincial Con-
gress; and at the same time informs us that there is no
money in the Treasury.

A state of what business we have done, and the necessary
expense we have gone into, will naturally show the neces~ity
we are in for cash. We have erected one large store-house,
forty feet by thirty-four; one barrack, eighty feet by twenty,
two stories high, with a cellar under the half of it; a bake-
house, sixteen feet by fourteen; a guard-house, twenty feet
by fourteen; a large necessary, for soldiers; all which arc
now completely finished: a barrack, for officers, commissary,
&c., forty feet by twenty, to be raised this day; a magazine,
twelve by eighteen feet, walls eight feet thick, so far com-
plete as turning the arch on the top will finish it. \Ve have,
besides this, timber for another large barrack, eighty by
twenty feet, which will be the last we intend building;
besides this, we have the timber and plank for the platform
of the battery. We have been obliged to send to Albany
for two loads of boards and plank. And the boatman's wages
for vessels to quarter the soldiers in, besides all the lime and
nails which we have had engaged in the country, have been
neCf'ssary articles; a\1 which have amounted to a consider-
able sum, and we are daily dunned for cash, and have it not
in our power to satisfy these demands on us, without your
assistance. We have, however, already advanced one hun-
dred pounds, of our own cash, to such persons as have been
most in necessity.

From the above state of facts, you will easily conceive
that we must soon have a supply of cash, as not only the
necessary materials for the buildings, but many workmen,
want their pay; we therefore desire you will furnish us with
one thousand pounds, in cash, and please to pay it to thc
bearer hereof, Captain John Berrien, and charge it to us,
for the use of the Continent at this post.

The battery goes on pretty well, considering the assistance
we have had. We have one line for mounting cannon com-
plete, except the platform, which in a day or two will be
finished. Another line, calculated to mount seven cannon,
the parapet complete, and the merlons above half up; but
we seldom make out more than between eighty and ninety
labourers per day, although we have part of five companies
here-four Continental and one Minute company-but two
of them only are fuJI, and they are Captain Belknap's and
Captain Billings's; Captain Swartwout's has now about
twenty-two, and Captain Rosekrans's forty men; Captain
Drake's Minute company is reduced from fifty-seven to
thirty-three men, by means of his men in listing into the
Continental companies. Numbers of the men are sick,
deserted, and gone home on parole, which reduces the
labourers to the above number; and those that do turn out
as labourers, for want of proper officers to command them,
do but little, they conceiving themselves by no means under
the command of the Commissioners. The little time we
had Captain Cushing to command here, the men laboured
well. Captain Billings, with his company, is ordered to
join his regiment, and sets out on ]}[onday next; when he
is gone we shall have but a small party for labourers. I am
of opinion that, in case we could have to turn out every
day one hundred men, and the men under such command
as to work faithfully eight hours in a day, we could complete
the whole work to be done here in about six or seven weeks,
at farthest, from this date; that is, by that time the batteries
would be complete to mount thirty-five or forty cannon, and
the buildings will be complete in less time. But cash we
must have, and beg you will furnish Captain Berrien with
it as soon as possible.

I am, gentlemen, with due respect, your most humble
servant ,

THOMAS PALMER, for self.

Mr. Gilbert Livingston is now in the country on neces-
sary business for the use of this garrison.

To the Committee of Safety, New- York.

GENERAL THOMPSON TO GENERAI_ WASHINGTON.

Albany, April 27, 1776.

SIR: I arrived here on Thursday, and the whole party
got up yesterday. Colonel Greaton's Regiment marched
yesterday, and I have ordered Colonel Patterson's to fol-
low him to-day, Bond's to-morrow, and Poor's Qn ]}lon-
day; but as there arc not more boats than will transport
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the baggage of one regiment at a time, and those boats
cannot go to the Half-~loon and return the same day, I
am apprehensive I shall not be able to march more than
one regiment in two days.

I passed Fort 'Montgomery in the night, and had not an
opportunity of viewing it; but, from what I can learn, it
would be proper to send an Engineer there, to see how the
works are laid out, and the plan executed.

ColDnel Baldwin writes your Excellency concerning in-
trenching tools, and Captain Badlam writes to General
Gates about artillery-men, &e. The bearer, Captain 'Van
Buren, will immediately proceed to this place with such
articles as you may think proper to order for Canada, and
I believe everything they have mentioned is very much
wanted.

As soon as Colonel Patterson's Regiment marches from
hence, I shall go to the IIalf-~Ioon, and see that carriages
are provided to forward the troops from that place; and
shall take every method in my power to reach Quebeck as
soon as possible, though, from the many carrying-places and
embarcations, I am doubtful whether we shall arrive in less
than three weeks.

I have not heard any intelligence from Canada that can
be depended on, but believe, if I can get to Quebeck with
my party before General Carleton receives reinforcements,
all will be well.

I understand that cash is much wanted, and pork very
scarce to the northward. I hope a sufficient quantity of
both will be sent us.

Doctor Adams, of the Eighth Regiment, having resigned,
Colonel Poor requests Mr. William Parker may be appoint-
ed in his stead, if agreeable to your Excellency.

I am your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
WILLIAJlI TH01lIPSON.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort George, April 27, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I had the honour to receive your favour of
the 15th instant, at Ticonderoga, on the 25th, on which
day the remainder of Maxwell's, De Haas's, and Bnrrell's
Regiments, moved from thence. I stayed to see St. C7air's
and their baggage across the portage and embarked, and at
six in the evening set out for this place, which I reached at
five yesterday morning.

Being restricted by Congress to build no more than one
hundred batteaus, and eighty of these being occupied by
the troops above-mentioned, General Thomas, the Commis-
sioners, the artillery and stores, provisions, and Captain Ste-
phens's company, with the mortars and shells, I have only
twenty new ones left, and thirty-seven of those built last
year; the whole of which will carry no more than fifteen
hundred. I have, however, ventured to construct an addi-
tional number; and such a number of carpenters are now
employed as will daily build for the conveyance of fifty men.
Hence, I hope no considerable delay will be experienced;
but I fear the troops in Canada, when joined by those coming
up, will be in want of pork before a supply can be thrown
in, as we have not one hundred and fifty barrels of pork left
at this place and Ticonderoga, and those that are gone in
could not take more than one hundred barrels, exclusive of
ten days' provisions, which was issued to them at Ticonde-
roga.

Yesterday afternoon, Bennett delivered me your Excel-
lency's letter of the 19th. I find the troops are arrived
at Albany, and I fear they wiII be much retarded in their
march to Skenesborough, for want of carriage, as all the
forage in this country is expended, and the grass only begins
to peep. The season has been remarkably severe. The ice
had not left the lake on Friday last, when we crossed, so that
we were obliged to break through the ice for many miles.

Enclose you a copy of a letter received on the 25th from
General Arnold, together with a return of the troops before
Q;uebeck; the first I have had from Canada.

1 am perfectly in sentiment with you, my dear General,
that we ought to engage the Indians to co-operate with us ;
but I fear it wiII be a difficult, if not an impossible task to
a.ccomplish, unless Canada should be entirely in our posses-
sion. You will be able to fonn an idea of their present
temper and disposition from the enclosed copy of a journal
of Mr. Deane, the Interpreter.

I have written to Mr. Wisner for powder, and hope he
will send some; there is much too little in Canada. Tbe
licentiousness of' our troops, both in Canada and in this
quarter, is not easily to be described; nor have all my efforts
been able to put a stop to those scandalous excesses. I
shall, however, continue to give the most pointed orders,
and shall hope for a more becoming conduct in future.

I have reason to tbink that General Thomas, who left
Ticonderoga on Sunday, will reach Quebeck to-day or to-
morrow, and that the Commissioners will arrive about the
same time at ~Iontreal. They parted with me on Tfcdnes
day, with a fair wind.

Our military chest is exhausted, and we are deeply in-
volved in debt. Ten thousand pounds will hardly pay what
I am personally bound for on the publick account. Should
it be replenished by Congress, how is it to be drawn out for
the current expense of the day? as I cannot be justified
in granting warrants whi]st I have the happiness to find your
Excellency in this department, without your leave and ap-
probation; and yet the force of necessity will oblige me to
trespass, before I can be honoured with your commands on
this head.

The vessels on Lake Champlain are sufficient to convey
five hundred men to St. John's; but no sailors are yet ar-
rived. The Convention of New- York have been written to
long since to send them.

A vile ague seized me some days ago, but Doctor Frank-
lin and the other gentlemen admini~tered such a number of
doses of Peruvian bark, that it has left me, and hope that I
shall last at least this campaign. I shall not fail to advise
you of every occurrence in this quarter.

Before I heard of your arrival at New- York, I ordered
all Colonel Clinton's Regiment, which is levying in the vi-
cinity of Albany, to tbis place and Ticonderoga, excepting
two companies, which I judged it prudent to leave in Tryon
County. I also directed Colonel 1Vynkoop, with three com-
panies of bis, to repair to Ticonderoga. These will be barely
sljfficient to send on the provisions and stores for Canada, and
open a communication by the way of Wood- Creek to Lake
Champlain, which Congress has ordered me to do; but I
fear those troops will not come up, as 1 find General Put-
nam had already ordered them to New- York. I shall be
under the disagreeable necessity of detaining Van &haick's
Regiment (which is also raising in the neighbourhood of
Albany, and is destined for Canada) at these posts, until
relieved by tbose I have mentioned, or some other.

If half of tbose to be employed on the communication to
Canada are supplied with arms, it will suffice, as four-fifths
of them must be constantly at some kind of labour.

I am, with the most affectionate and respectful sentiments,
your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

PHILIP SClJUYLER.

To His Excellency General WasMngton.

Retnm of the Forces of the United Cou>nies,which passed
FORT GEORGE, in their way to CANADA,between tILe12th
and 26th APRIL, 1776.

Captain Stephens's, of the Artillery, unknown, as he went
by the way of Otter-Creek. Captain Romans's passed me
in the night, on Lake George.

Besides the above, part of Porter's, Burrell's, De Haas's,
and ~Iaxwell's Regiments, had not reached Canada, when
General Arnold's return was made.

Montreal, April 20, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I hope you will pardon my neglect in
not writing you for so long a time, when I acquaint you that
I have, from time to time, communicated every material
inte1Iigence to General Wooster, who, I make no doubt, has
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transmitted the same to you. The 1st instant he arrived
at the camp before Quebeck. On the 2d, I h~d, on an
alarm occasion to mount my horse, who unluckily fell on
me, a:ld violently bruised my lame leg and ancle, which con-
tined me until the 12th at which time I left the camp, and,

.
arrived here yesterday. Had I been able to take an active
part, I should by no means have left the camp; b~t as Ge-
neral .Wooster did not think proper to consult me III any. of
his matters I was convinced I should be of more service
here than 'in the camp, and he very readily granted me
leave of absence until recovered of my lameness. .

Enclosed is a list of our force before Quebeck; wluch I
am sorry to say is so very inconsiderable, and illy supplied
with every requisite to carryon a siege, that I am very
dubious of their success. The 2d instant, we opened a
battery of three guns, and one howitzer, on Point Levi;
another battery of six guns, two howitzers, and two small
mortars, on the Heights of Abraham, and one of two guns
at the traverse, were nearly completed when I came away.
To supply the whole, there are only three or four tons of
powder and ten or twelve of shot, no Engineer, and few
artillerv-men. Two fire-ships---one at Orleans, and one
at Poi~t-aux-Trembles-were oearly completed, to attempt
burning their ships, as soon as the ice will admit of it. We
ha ve few Seamen (and not one good commander). to man those
vessels, or I should conceive great hopes of their success.

Our Army are supplied with provisions to the 1.0th of
ltlay, after which time their only resou~ce for meat .IS from
below. This country (which is not plentIful at best) IS near-
ly exhausted of beef. We can procure ~ supply of ~our,
if furnished with cash. I am now stretchmg our credIt for
that purpose, which is at a ]owebb.

I cannot help lamenting that more effectual measures have
not been adopted to secure this country in our interest, an
object which appears to me of t?e high~st i~p~rt.ance to the
Colonies. Colonel Hazen, who ISa sensible .JUdICIOUSofficer,
and well acquainted with this country, has shown 111:his ]et-
tel' to you of the 1st instant. J al11sorry to say I thlIl~ most
of his remarks but too true; and that If we are n~t mll1\c-
diately supported with eight or ten th?l~sand men, a gOO(~
train of artillery, well served, and a mlhtary c.hest .well fu;-
nished the Ministeria] troops, if they attempt It, will regain

. this c~untJy, and we shall be obliged to quit it; the fatal
consequences of which are too obvious.

On my way up I carefully examined t~1e Rapids of
Richelieu, fifteen leagues above Quebeck, w]uch appear to
me a very important post. The channel runs near the shore,
and few ships can a-o up without anchoring near the shore,
at the foot of the Rapids, where a battery of ten or twelve
guns, and three or four gondolas ab~ve, will, in my opi?ion,
effectually Secure the pass, as no shIps larger than a fngate
can go up. I have despatched Lieutenant Johnson, of the
train, to Crown-Point, for four eighteen and eleven twe]ve-
pounders, with what shot are at that place, for the above
purpose, as we have very little time to fortify. I hav~ di-
rected him to brina- down a gondola, which, I am told, IS at
Crown-Point. W~ Olwht to have six or eight of thcm imme-
diat8ly, to secure the river, and prevent our communication
beiner cut off with the Army before Quebeck. The row-
galley that was at St. John's has been driven over the fall
and stove to pieces, and the gondola cut to pieces, so that
we have only one gondola, mounting a twelve-pounder, in a
sl}attered condition. Timber and plank for those ordered to
be built here have been procured, and nothing will be done
until they arrive from below. Intrenching tools are much
wanted; we have very few.

I have found it necessary to order Colonel Bedel, with
'two hundred men, to the Cedars, a very important post,
fifteen leaa-ues above this, to prevent any goods being sent
to the lippeI' country, and to guard against a surprise from
the enemy or their In~ians. I~ave also sent ~ Cap~ain
and sixty men to Carnnyon. "e have left at thIs ~~rnson
about five hundred men, aboUt half of whom are waltmg an
,opportunity to r~turn ho~e. Weare waiting with tl~e.greatest
anxietv to receive supphes of money and ammumtlon from
below: Every thina- is at a stand for want of those resources,
and if oat obtained sQon, our affairs in this country will be
entirely ruined.

I am, with great respect and
obedient and hl)mble servant,. ,".

To veneral &huyler.

esteem, dear General, YOllr

BENEDICT ARNOLD.

A Return of the Troops before Qm~BEcK,in the servu:e oj
the United Coloni~, MARCH30, 1776.

Since which, have joined of different Regiments, 350.
N. B. Fifteen hundred of the above men are at liberty

the 15th of Apn7; probably one-half of them will be retain-
ed in the service.

BENEDICTARNOLD.

EXTRACT OF A JOURNAL, ETC.

March 21st, 1'776.-Set out from Kanonwaroharo in
company with the Oneidas and the deputation from the
seven Tribes in Canada, to attend the meeting of the Six
Nations at their Central Council-House at Onondaga. In
our way we stopped at Kanagltsorage, a smaU vil1age in-
habited by the Onondagas and Tuscaroras, about sixteen
miles west of Oneida. Here we spent four days. The
two first were taken up in condoling the death of Tharonda-
waO'on,the principal Tuscarora Sachem, who lately died at

.theOSGerman Flats. We were joined in the condolence by
a large party of the Quigagas, who overtook us here On t.heir
return home from the Settlements upon the ltlohawk Rwer.
The two last were waiting for replies to several messages,
which both before and after our arrival, had been despatch-
ed fi'o:n this place to Onondaga. The JJ;lohawks1it seems,
who came fi'om lViagara to attend the Congress at Onon-
dQga, in one of their drunken frolicks, thr~atened to take my
life if I presumed to appear at the CouncIL The Sachems
heard it with concern; and, as soon as they were sober, ask-
ed them whether it was reaJly their fixed design. They
assured the Chiefs it was, and that my life should end upon
my arrival at Onondaga. The Sachems seeing them de-
termined in their bloody purpose, immediately despatched
an express to this place, to prevent my proceedin!$ any fiJr-
ther, declaring that my death would be the certam conse-
quence of my appearing at their meeting. This the people
of the place informed us of upon our arrival, and also that
they had iinmediately despa~ched a messen~er to Onor:daga,
desirinO"to know what they mtended to do m the affair, and
wheth;r they thought themselves able to recapitulate the
speeches made by the Commissioners, without any assist-
ance; adding, that if they could do it themselves, they would
consent to my being absent. They assured us that they ex-
pected an answer e"ery minute. But no answer arriving,
the Oneidas despatched another message to the Onondagas,
desiring to be informed whether it was their full determina-
tion that I should not attend the Council, and declared that
they would not move from this place until they received an
answer. .While we were waiting, arrived Little Abraham,
the ltlohawk Sachem, on his way to the meeting, accompa-
nied by a certain ltlohawk lately fi'Om Niagara, who was
confederated with the murderous villains at Onondaga.

There was a meeting caUed upon their arrival; wheo Lit-
tle Abraham publick]y questioned the MQhawk, whether he
knew of any such designs being formed against me. He
assured him it would be in vain to lie or equivocate in the
afl:1ir, for that the truth would appear. The fellow appear-
ed somewhat embarrassed, but at last confessed that they
had, in their way from Niagara, in conjunction with some
of the Senecas, agreed to make me a prisoner if I came to
Onondaga, or to kill me incase my friends s?ould. interpose
in my behalf. They seemed nQtQnly to tlunk hIs account
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true, but that the Onondagas too much favoured their wick-
ed designs, otherwise they would, before now, have banished

.
those evil-minded persons from their Council-Fire, and have
desired us to proceed.

No news arriving from Onondaga, my friends sent ano-
ther message to the Onondagas, desiring an immediate
answer to their first message, and Abraham, the JUohawk,
engaged to talk with his deluded countrymen, and if possible
dissuade them from their cruel purpose.

The 25th instant, a messenger arrived from the Ononda-
gas, desiring us to proceed forward directly, assuring me
that I need not be under any apprehension of danger, for
that these evil-minded persons had laid aside their wicked
design. This message arrived towards evening; where-
upon a Council was immediately called, consisting of the
Oneidas, Caughnawagas, and Tuscaroras, in which it was
concluded best that I should proceed with them to Onon-
daga, after they had engaged to defend me to the utmost of
their power should any violence be offered me, though
they finally submitted the matter to my own determination.
A sense of duty induced me to proceed.

The female Governesses of the town, and those who were
present from Oneida, hearing of my purpose, took the matter
into their consideration, and about eight in the evening pre-
sented the following speech:

" BROTHER: We, the female Governesses, take this op-.
portunity to speak a word, and let you know our minds. In
truth, our hearts have trembled and our eyes have not known
sleep since you have been here, while we considE'r the dan-
ger that appears to us to threaten you at Onondaga, and the
dreadful consequences that must ensue, should some fatal
blow be given you. We desire you to consider well of
those things, and to return back from this place."

To which the following answer was made:

"SrsTERs, FEMALEGOVERNESSES:I sincerely thank you
for what you have said and the concern you appear to have
for my safety; but, Sisters, possess your minds in peace, and.
let it not offend you if 1 do not comply with your request.
I am sent by the great men upon important business, and
must proceed as far as directed."

Early the next morning a messenger was despatched to
the Onondagas, to inform them of our numbers, and desire
them to provide us lodgings upon our arrival.

We were met on our way a few miles from the town, and
informed that we could not all be accommodated together,
but must be disposed of by two and three in a place. This
I perceived was very disagreeable to my companions, nor did
they fail to express their suspicions of some unfriendly de-
sign. A consultation upon the affair was immediately held,
in which it was determined to encamp all together abroad.
We marched from this place in an Indian file, as usual, only
with this difference, that the warriors were directed to march
together, and take me under their particular care. In this
form we travelled till we came within about half a mile of
the Council-House, where, about sanset, we encamped in a
grove, the hemlocks furnishing us with beds. The next day
passed in constant, though fruitless expectation, of being
called to the Council; but none of the Sachems were to be
seen or heard of, for father Bacchus, it seems, had called
them to a party of pleasure, in order, beforehand, to make
some compensation for the tedious abstinence they had to
observe during the business of the meeting.

On the 28th we were called to the Council. This day
was employed in their usual introductory speeches, viz: to
wipe the tears from each other's eyes mutually, to cleanse
each other's seats from blood; and, lastly, quite to remove
that load of grief which obstructed their utterance, that they
might freely disclose their minds to each other. After these
ceremonies were over, I made a short speech to the assem-
bly informing them of my business into their country, by
whom sent, &c. They appeared well pleased, and the
Speaker thanked me that I had come, and desired me to be
under no apprehension of danger, but possess my mind in
peace; adding, that he hoped I would send for something to
wash the taste of the tobacco out of their mouths. To ,vhich
it was answered, that no provision had been made for that
purpose, as it was taken for granted that those who kindled
the Council-fire always provided wherewith to wash the
mouths of those whom they had called to sit around it.

The 29th: returned again to the Council. The business

of the day was introduced with speeches of condolence ad-
dressed to the Caltghnawagas and Tusr:aroras. After they
were ended, Teyawanronde, the Onondaga speaker, an-
swered the speeches of condolence made by l\Ir. Butler
and the Senecas upon the death of Ot[!wendagoghte and
several others, who were killed in Canada last summer by
the arms of the United Colonies. Several new trees, as
they expressed it, were then raised in the room of those
who were fallen, and their names published to the Six Na-
tions; after whichSakayongwaraghton, the Seneca Sachem,
in a speech he made to the Oneidas, informed them that he
had heard they had been to General Schuyler to ask leave
to go to Niagara, take Mr. Butler prisoner, and bring him
down to Albany; and also, that the General was well
pleased with their proposal, and thanked them for their
friendship and zeal, and promised them a reward of two
hundred and fifty dollars if they would present him with
either Mr. Bntler's person or scalp. He then advised the
Oneidas, in case the report he hac! heard was true, carefully
to think what they were about, and not to prosecute their
designs any further. The Oneidas, in vindication of their
conduct, repeated the whole aff'1ir from first to last, and
showed that the report was false and malicious. They
acknowledgl'd they had heretofore interposed in favour of
some of their old friends and ncighbours who had involved
themselves in trouble on account of their practices against
tbe Colonies, but now declared to the whole Confederacy
tbat they never would do it again in any instance, but let
the white people conduct their own affairs as they pleased.
Then ended the business of the day.

30th.-Five speeches of Colonel Butler were repeated in
publick. The first was to put tbem in mind of the Council-
fire kindled last summer at Oswego, that they might recol-
lect the speeches then made tbem. In the second, he desired
them to consider and weigh, as it were in a balance, the
speeches that should be made to them both by himself and
the Bostonians, that tbey migbt see (agreeable to the In-
dian expression) who spoke most of peace. In the third,
he told them that be was much grieved and almost ready to
weep to see the division of sentiment that subsisted among
the Six Nations, and begged of them to heal the breach,
and become of one mind. The fourth informed them the
Kmg would cross the sea two months hence, to talk of
peace with the Bostonians, and that if they would not
listen to him, he would then chastise them. He also ad-
vised his brethren, the Six i'lations, to observe a perfect
neutrality in the present quarrel, and to mind nothing but
peace. Lastly, he informed them, in his fifth speech, that
he was about to kindle a Council-fire at Niagara, both for
the Six Nations and the Western Tribes, one month and a
half hence, when he would speak to them of nothing but
peace.

The above is the substance of Colonel Butlcr'.~ speeches
to the Indians at the late meeting held at Niagara, as they
were repeated by Sorighhowane, a Seneca Sachem, who
closed with declaring that he had now unburdened his mind,
and laid the whole of Mr. Butler's speeches before the
assembly. But two of the .Mohawks, who were present at
Niagara when the aforesaid speeches were delivered, de-
clared soon after at different times and to different persons,
that the Senecas had concealed one of Colonel Butler's
speeches. And one of them told another Mohawk, a friend
of mine, that the reason of their concealing it was because
I was present, and that he would publish it himself before
the meeting was dissolved if the Senecas did not. This
the Senecas were informecf of, which soon proved produc-
tive of another speech, addressed in: the name of the Senecas,
Onondagas, and ~Mohawks, to the other three tribes of the
Confederacy, and proposed to their consideration.

The 31st was taken up in uniting the minds of the Con-
federated tribes, and in mutual assurances of their fixed deter-
mination to observe a strict neutrality in the present quarrel;
and that they would invariably pursue the paths of peace,
and also in framing replies to Colonel Butler's speeches.

April 1st.-A speech was addressed in the name of the
Senecas, Onondagas, and ~Iohawks, to the other tribes in the
Confederacy, in which was proposed to their consideration
the propriety of addressing the Commissioners directly, repre-
senting the distressed situation the Six Nations were reduced
to, fonvant of clothing, powder, &c., and to request a trade
as usual, particularly that the door might be opened at Que-
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beck, for goods to pass that way into their co~ntry. ~he
passaere at Fort Stanwix was also to be mentIoned, whIch
they ~vere to desire not to be stopped. This was proposed
to them, and the propriety of making such an address sub-
mitted to their determination.

The affair was deferred until to-morrow. This afternoon
the speeches delivered by the Commissioners, at a late treaty
held at Albany, were repeated to the whole assembly, who
were convened for that purpose, upon a large green befo~e
the Council-House. The speeches seemed to engage theIr
attention, and pretty general approbation, though it ap-
peared to be the opinion of the Council, that the belts were
not to be returned, or exchanged, as the Commissioners
had desired that their talk might remain at Onondaga, as a
testimony to after generations of the love and affection of
the Twelve United Colonies. Upon our return to our
encampment this ev~ning, th: subject of the address,was
introduced, and unammously dIsapproved of by the O~nda.s,
the Tltscaroras, and the deputation from the seven tnbes III
Canada.

The next morning, the Qufgogas came to s,ee the~r bre-
tluen the Oneidas, and deSJred to know thmr sentiments
resp~ting the propriety of the address. The Oneidas an-
swered, that they had disapproved of ~uch a~ address .at
present, and could wish to have the S1.XNatwns ~xerclse
patience a little while longer, and defer the matter tIll some
future meeting, at Albany, which they e:,pected would be
some time the ensuing summer. The QUlgogas were much
dissatisfied with this reply, and insisted that the address
ought to be presented as soon as possible, upon the meeting
of the Council. .

The Oneidas, in a decent manner, delivered their senti-
ments respecting the matters submitted to tl~eir ~ete:mina-
tion toerether with their reasons, &c., and desIred It 11lIghtat
leas~ be"deferred ti]] some future meeting, at Albany. The
Senecas, Onondagas, and ~Mohawks, immediately went out to
consult upon the affair. W~lile they were out, .the a~cou.nt
of the reduction of Boston aITlved; and upon theIr commg m,
beiner told that I had received a letter from General &huy-
lei" desired to hear the contents of it directly. I read thell}
th~ speech addressed by the Ge~eral to the Six IYations,
giving an account of the above Important transaction. A
variety of passions appeared in the faces of th,e a,ssembly
upon the recital. Some seemed much elated wIth JOY, and
others as much depressed with vexation and disappointment.
Terrawanonde, the Onondaga speaker, then proceeded to
an~er the Oneidas, and finally declared that such a speech
should be addressed to the Commissioners, in the name of
the whole Six Nations; arlding that there would be an altera-
tion in their minds, if their requests were not complied with.
Saghnagenrat, an Oneida Sachem, then rose a~d expresse.d
his joy and thankfulness, that they had determmed to petI-
tion for a trade, as usual; to desire that the passage by Fort
Stanwix might not be shut up by the forces of the United
Colonies; but particularly, that they had determined to have
the door open for goods to come up from Quebeck. He
assured them that he rejoiced at the prospect of the KinO"'s
finding a passage that way into the country of the .~ix Na-
tions, "who wiH then (said he) be a happy people I?de~d.
And as for your belt, by which you mean to speak, It WIU,
upon the first si"ht of it, bear away the mind of TllOniyou-
dakayon, (Gen:ral Schltyler,) and you will, without doubt,
obtain your whole request." This ironical form of address
was heard in much silence by the opposite party, though I
suppose they wi]], notwithstanding, persevere in their design.

Saghnagenrat then addressed himself to the whole assem-
bly, and assured them that the Oneidas and Tuscaroras were
unalterably fixed ill their determination not to interfere in
the present quarrel, or endeavour to obstruct or hinder, by
words or otherwise, any of the military operations of the
contending parties, while they themselves were uninjured;
which was tLIUyconfirmed by a speech delivered by on~ of
the principal warriors of the Oneida and Tuscarora tribes.

The Oneidas, &c., could not account for the perseverance
of the Senecas, &c" in their design of addressing the Com-
missioners, any other way than by supposing that Colonel
Butler had made a speech to them for that purpose, as after-
wards by the confession of a particular person, appeared
really 'to be the case; and was, I suppose, the speech which
the &necas concealed fi'om the publick, On account of my
being present.

This day the Council.fire was extinguished. T~is eve,n-
inerthe QuirroO'ascame to see us, and settled aU dJlncultles

"bb . h h 0
.Jsubsistinrr between them and theIr bret ren, t e nel as,

and ren~wed and strengthened their ancient covenant of
brotherhood, &c.

3d.-Set out from Onondaga, and arrived safe at Oneida,
without meeting anything very wOl"thy of, observation.

The above sketch of the late transactIons at Onondaga
are respectfuUy submitted to the honourable Commis~ioncrs
for Indian Affairs, in the Northern Department, by theIr very
humble servant,

JAMES DEANE.

GENERAL THOMAS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Montreal, April 27. 1776.

SIR: I have been so unfortunate, by reason of the lakes
beinrr blocked with ice, as not to be able to reach this city
untllast evening; and the troops which were at Albany and
Fort George, waiting for the opening of the la~(es, ha ,"e not
yet arrived on this side; but as they are on theIr way, hope
to see them in a few days.

I have endeavoured to inform myself from General Ar-
nold and other O"cntlemen in this city, of the state of our, t:>

h P
,

Army before Quebeck, and in other parts of t e rovlllce
of Canada. I find that the troops who engaged only to the
15th of April are mostly on their return home, and cannot
be prevailed upon to continue longer in the country; and by
the information given me, have no reason to expect that
when those who are on their way here shall arrive, the whole
will much exceed four thousand, exclusive of the smaU num-
ber of Canadians, who have, and are likely to engage in the
Continental service.

The artillery, powder, &c., are not yet arrived, and little
or no preparations made, as I expected there would have
been, for the defence of the country; not an artificer, as I
can find, for building boats or floating batteries, which are,
in my opinion, very necessary to defend the river, nor a per-
son who understands the use of artil1ery, except those who
are confined in Quebeck. The provisions are not more than
sufficient to victual the troops to the 10th of ltlay, and the
Continental currency has but little credit, which makes it
extremely difficult to discharge the debts contracted among
the inhabitants, whose dispositions are not so friendly as here-
tofore, owing partly to their not ?eing paid so punctual.ly ~)r
their services as they were pronHsed, and partly to theu' dis-
appointment in not seeing the number of troops coming into
the country which they had been taught to expect. When
I mention the quantity of provisions, I mean the provisions
already here, exclusive of three hundred barrels of pork
which General Schuyler is sending forward.

The Committee of Congress have not yet arrived; and
unless on their arrival, they can give credit to the Continental
curredcy, we shall be subjected to many inconveniences. 1
am not at present able to make ~ut a perfect return of the
troops here, but shaU as so~n as III my power. ..

From the situation of thmgs, your Exce11ency wI11Judge
whether double the number of troops mentioned above wiJI
be more than sufficient for the defence of this Province,
should there be a reinforcement of the Ministerial troops, as
there is the utmost reason to suppose there will be, as soon
as the navigation of the river will permit, especially consider-
ing the little dependance that is to be made on the Cana-
dians.

I should have been happy could I, consistently with truth,
have given a more pleasing account of the state of our affairs
in Canada; but it is my duty to represent facts as theY,are.

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedIent,
humble servant,

JOHN THOMAS.

To His ExceUency General Washington.

GOVERNOUR TRU~mUI.T~ TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Lebanon, April 27, 1776,

SIR: I am favoured with your two letters of th~ 20th and
22d instant. Of the lead ore which is raising at ltIiddletown,
in this Colony, but a smaJl quantity is yet s~e!te? The work
is goiner on, and hope you may be supplied wIth lead from
thence "ere long. \Ve are not furnished with as experienced
workmen as we could wish; the only workman whose expe-
rience may be depended on is at present unfit for duty.
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Some arms are wanted to furnish our troops at New-Lon-
don; we have nearly sufficient for that purpose. 'When
these are suppJied, hope we shaH be able to furnish some
for the Continental service. Our Assembly is near sitting.
Shall consult them on the subject of your requests.

The quantity of powder arrived in this Colony on Conti-
nental account is not so large as was represented. This
Colony has powder arrived in Philadelphia, which is pro-
posed to be exchanged for what is here. Whether this wil1
take place, am not yet acquainted. I promise myself that
this Colony will be refunded the quantity mentioned in mine
of the 16th February last, which was lent for Continental
'sen'ice: the security of this Colony renders it absolutely
necessary.

The account I mentioned to you at Norwich, I have de-
sired the Commissary-General to recei,,-e the money for; the
vouchers are already transmitted, and I suppose are in your
hands.

I am, with great esteem and respect, sir, your most obe-
dient, humble servant, J TONATHAN HUJ\mULL.

To His Excellency General Washington.

GOVERNOUR TRUJ\ffiULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 4, 1776.]

Lebanon, April 27, 1776.

SIR : Your letter of the 12th instant, with the commis-
siom, &c., directed to our General Assembly, are received,
and win be laid before them; likewise another of the 17th,
with the enc10sure for Commodore Hopkins. After perusal, I
immediately sealed and forwarded it, agreeable to direction.
I wrote to Mr. Shaw to furnish me with intel1igence, that I
might act agreeable to the spirit of the resolves of Con-
gress. Enc10sed is a copy of his letter and enc10sure to me.

Fortifying the harbour of New-London, and securing the
navigation of the Sound to the Colonies, are objects which
demand the most serious and eady attention.

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant ,

JONATHANTRmmuLL.

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of Congress.

New-London, April 25, 1776.

SIR: Enc10sed is an invoice of the weight and size of
thirty-four cannon received from Admiral Hopkins, ten of
which are landed at Groton, viz: three twenty-four-pound-
del's, two eighteen-pounders, and five twelve-pounders. The
remainder are at JVew-London, and are mostly fitted on car-
riages. He has landed a great quantity of cannon ball, and
shall pick out such as are serviceable. Mr. Ledyard, !"sup-
pose, has carriages already made for the guns at Groton;
so that we shall have the carriages, rammel'S, &c., ready to
pay a compliment to any of the British ships, let them
come as soon as they please.

. The mortars and shells G~neral Washington desired miaht
be sent to N;w-¥ork; and the Admiral has sent th:m.
The remainder of the cannon are partly sent to Newport,
and part on board the fleet, which he wants to carry to New-
port. I showed him the resolve of Conrrress relative to
their being delivered here; but he says they"cannot be taken
out.

The nine-pounders are but ordinary guns, the others are
all very good and new. Colonel Knox, a gentleman whom
General TVa$hington desired to take a particular view of
the harbour, thinkS that it would be best to have k>urof the
twelve-pounders mounted as field-pieces-two on each side
of the river; which you will consider of.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
NATHANIEL SHAW, JUN.

To Govemour Trumbull.
P. S. When all the shot and iron wheels are landed, will

send you an account of the number of 'each and size.

Invoice of thirty-four Cannon, received of Admiral Hop-
KINS,viz:

3 twenty-four-pounders, 2 eighteen-pounders, 5 twelve-
pounders, sent to Groton; 8 twenty-four-pounders, 2 eirrh-
teen-pounders, 4 twelve-pounders, 10 nine-pounders left in
New-London. The nines are old poor guns. '

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. V.

GENERAL WARD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Boston, April 27, 1776.

. SIR: I have the honour of your Excellency's letter of
the 18th instant, and immediately took measures for carry-
ing your designs respecting the vessels into execution. .

I have enclosed a letter, containing accounts, &c., from
Doctor Brown; and an account from Mr. Singletary, and
wait your directions respecting them, There are several
accounts, similar to Mr. ~l:ngletary's, yet unsettled. Should
your Excellency approve those accounts, they cannot be
paid until the arrival of more money.

I am, sir, your Exeellency's obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMAS 'VARD.

To General Washington.

Boston, April 27, 1776.

To His Excellency General ,V ASHINGTON:

SIR: The Petition of Stephen Brown, Physician, humbly
showeth, that on the 23d of September was passing up Ken-
nebeck River, and was called upon by Mr. Joseph Farns-
worth, Commissary of the Provincials, (bound on an expedi-
tion to Quebeck,) to attend all the sick that came within the
sphere of my visitings up and down the river, and strictly
enjoined it on me'to attend them with the utmost of my skiJl
and vigilance. I, according to his desire, attended all that
came within the compass of my practice, and traveled even
to the distance of fifty miles up river above Fort Halifax,
and twenty miles down river at Brunswick Fort, with the
utmost fatigue, the roads being bad and difficult to find. Pros-
trating (my accounts with my orders from the Commissary)
before you, considering the trouble of traveling from the
eastward to Boston, which is no less than one hundred and
sixty miles, for my reasonable compensation, leaving my
patients at the same time, I hope you will consider me,
benevolent sir.

May this be worthy your mature consideration, so far as
tends to my honest satisfaction; which is the humble depre-
cation of your Excellency's obedient and very humble ser-
vant , . STEPHEN BROWN.

COL01'<""EL Mon.'TosH TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Bavannah, in Georgia, April 28, 1776.

SIR': I wrote to your Excellency the 16th of February
and 8th of ltlarch, to which please to be referred; and now
enclose you a report of our battalion, made to me this day,
which I deferred sending you before, in expectation of our
officers coming in with all their recruits; but the distance
they were obliged to go rendered it impossible.

I am informed that Captain Colson is on his way, with
his company nearly complete; and, with the other recruiting
officers, may make above seventy or eighty men more than
the report; and is altogether above half the complement of
the battalion, which is more than the oldest battalion inSouth-
Carolina can boast of yet, though near twelve months' stand~
ing, and their encouragements so much greater, their bounty
being twenty-five pounds, South-Carolina currency, with the
like sum for clothes, besides their rations and pay, which is
also better than ours. And if the ease in which the poorest
people generally live in the Southern Colonies, and the pre-
judice they have to any regular service, on account of the
restraint that anything of a strict discipline requires, is con-
sidered, I flatter myself your Excellency will think we have
not been idle. Chief of the men are inlisted for twelve
months; some for eighteen; and a few who would not en-
gage for more than sjx months, whom I have admitted, as I
had no directions about the time, and could not tell how
soon we might have occasion for them.

Our Province a110wssix dollars per man, inlisting money;
and, upon application, have raised it now to eight dollars ;
which is still too little for the bounty of the men, and ex-
pense of the officer, whose pay is so sma11 that they can
barely afford to live in an extravagant country like this
where there are no kind of manufactures, and the small re~
mains of goods advanced to two or three hundred pel' cent.
Indeed, I fear we shall be at the greatest loss to make out
clothing of any kind fo~them, or, what is far worse, proper
arms.

The officers who are not recruiting, employ all their time
in training themselves and the battalion; on which specta-
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tors are pleased to pay high compliments for the proficiency
they have already made, and appearance of the men, &c.

The Raven and Cherokee are the only two ships-of-war
which remain now stationed at Tybee, in the mouth of Sa-
va't!nah River; with whom we have no kind of communica-
tion.

Several armed vessels infest our other inlets to the south-
'ward, and made several captures, which we cannot prevent,
.as we have not a single vessel of any force; but they have
.always been driven off the shore when they attempted to
.get a supply of provision.

Weare informed there are two thousand men now in St.
A%<1"/1Stine,lately arrived, and that they expect more daily;
but this wants confirmation, as I think in that poor, starved
Colony, they must be much pinched for provision. This
Province is now raising a troop of sixty horse, to prevent
their getting any cattle from our Southern boundary; and
another troop, of a like number, to protect onr Western set-
dements from the insults of Indians, who are like to be trou-
blesome.

All things considered, I certainly think this Colony should
have a considerable force to defend and secure it, as its safe-
ty is of the utmost consequence to the great cause of the
Continent. The troops of our neighbou~ing Province are
all upon Provincial establishment, and at a distance; there-
fore, their assistance may depend upon many circumstan-
ces.

I have the honour to be your Excellency's most obedi-
ent and most humble servant, I M IJACHLAN C NTOSH.

To His ExceUency George Washington, Esq., General and
Commander-in-Chief.

A Rettwn of the strength of the GEORGIABattalion, April
28,1776.
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COMPANIES.

A Return of the present state of the GEORGIABattalion,
April 28, 1776:

24 Sergeants, 18 Corporals, 5 Drummers, 3 Fifers, 236 Rank and FiIe-
286 enrolled. By the information I have, I suppose our recruiting
office~ Rlay have about seventy or eighty men more, who are not
come m yet.

LACHLAN McIJ\"TOSH, Colonel.
Savannah, in Georgia, April 28, 1776.

.Colony of GEORGIA:

. Wher~as the unwise and iniquito~s system of Administra-
tIon, obstmately persisted in by the British Parliament and

.Ministry' against the good People of America, hath at length

driven the latter to take up arms, as their last resource, for
the preservation of their rights and liberties, which God and
the Constitution gave them:

And whereas an arnled force, with hostile intentions
against the People of this Province, having lately arrived
at Cockspur, his Excellency Sir James Tf7right, Baronet, the
King's Governour of Georgia, in aid of the views of Admi-
nistration, and with a design to add to those inconveniences
which necessarily flow from a state of confusion, suddenly
and unexpectedly withdrew himself from his Government,
carrying off the Great Seal of the Province with him:

And whereas, in consequence of this and other events,
doubts have arisen with the several Magistrates how far
they are authorized to act undeI: their £mner appointments,
and the greatest part of them have absolutely refused to do
so, whereby all judicial powers are become totally suspend-
ed, to the great danger of persons and property:

And whereas, before any general system or form of Go-
vernment can be concluded upon, it is necessary that appli..
cation be made to the Continental Congress for tbeir advice
and rlircctions upon the same; but, nevertheless, in the pre..
sent state of things, it is indispensably requisite that some
temporary expedient be fallen upon to curb the lawless and
protect the peaceable: .

This Congress, therefi}re, as the Representatives of the
People, with whom all power originates, and for whose
benefit all Government is intended, deeply impressed with a
sense of duty to their constituents, of love to their country,
and inviolable attachment to the liberties of America, and
seeing how much it will tend to the advantage of each to
preserve rules, justice, and order-do take upon them for the
present, and until the furth~r order of the Continental Con--
gress, or of this or any future Provincial Congress, to de-
clare, and they according]y do declare, order, and direct,
that the following Rules and Regulations be adopted in this
Province-that is to say:

1st. That there shall be a President and Commander-in-
Chief appointed by ballot, in this Congress, for six months
or during the time above specified. '

2d. That there shall, in like manner and for the 1ike time,
be also a Council of Safety, consisting of thirteen persons,
(besides 'the five Delegates to the General Congress,) ap-
pointed to act in the nature of a Privy Council to the said
President or Commander-in-Chief.

3d. That the President shall be invested with all the
Executive powers of Government not inconsistent with
what is hereafter mentioned, but shall be bound to consult
and follow the advice of the said Council in all cases what-
soever; and any seven of the said Council shaH be a quo-
rum for the purpose of advising.

4th. That all the Laws, whether common or statute, and
the Acts of Assembly which have formerly been acknow..
ledged to be of force in this Province, and which do not
interfere with the proceedings of the Continental or our Pro-
vincial Congresses, and also all and singular the Resolves
and Recommendations of the said Continental and Provin-
cial Congresses, shall be of full force, validity, and effect,
until otherwise ordered.

5th. That there shall be a Chief Justice and two Assis-
tant Judges, an Attorney-General, a Provost-Marshal, and
Clerk of the Court of Sessions, appointed by banot, to serve
during the pleasure of the Congress. The Court of Ses-
sions, or Oyer and Terminer, shall be opened and held on
the second Tuesday in June and December, and the former
rules and method of proceeding, as nearly as may be, shall
be observed in regard to summoning of Juries, and all other
cases whatsoever.

6th. That the President or Commander-in-Chief, with
the advice of the Council as before-mentioned, shall ap-
point Magistrates to act, during pleasure, in the severa]
Parishes throughout this Province; and such Magistrates
shan conform themselves as nearly as may be to the old
establishment, form, and methods of 'proceeding.

7th. That all Legislative powers sha1l be reserved to the
Congress; and no person who holds any place of profit,
civil or military, shan be eligible as a Member either of the
Congress or Council of Safety.

8th. That the fo1lowing sums sha1l be a1lowed as salaries
to the respective Officers, for and during the time they shan
serve, over and besides an slIch perquisites and fees ashave
been formerly annexed to the said Officers respectively: .
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To the President and Commander-in-Chief, at and
after the rate, per annum, of (sterling) - £300

To the Chief Justice, Do. - - - - 100

To the Attorney-General, Do. 25
To the Provost-Marshal, Do. 60
To the Clerk of the Court, Do. - - - - 50

The above is the Report of the Committee ordered to
devise a temporary Constitution or form of Government,
with the Amendment made in Congress scratched out, April
15, 1776, which Colonel McIntosh begs leave to enclose.

ED~lUND PENDLETON TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Williamsburgh, April 28,1776.

GENTLEMEN: In Committee of Safety we have received
intelli,rence from North- Carolina that they are sending off
a nun~her of their Tory prisoners, to be kept partly in Penn-
sylvania, others in your Province, and the remainder in our
Province. We have, at their request, sent a guard to es-
cort them (twenty-six designed for Pennsylvania and twelve
for your Province) to Alexandria, to which place you will
please to despatch directions where you mean to have yours
kept, and appoint a proper guard for conveying them, and
also for escorting those for Pennsylvania through your Pro-
VInce. .

We need not hint the necessity of using caution to pre-
vent their escape, as their return to Carolina may be attend-
ed with bad consequences.

I am, gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,
EDMUND PENDLETON,President.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of 1Uaryland.

List of Prisoners destined for MARYLAND.
1. Captain .William Garner.
2. Aaron Vardie, Wagonmaster.
3. Captain Lyman York.
4. Samud Devenny, (shot Captain Dent in cold blood.)
5. Stephen Lesney-the same.
6. Frederick Croft-the same.
7. Captain John Piks.
8. John Piles, Jun.
9. Ensign Thomas Brawford.

10. Captain Dat,id Jackson.
11. Captain Robinson York.
12. Captain Akxander McO'a.
13. Lieutenant Kenneth Stuart.

J. ROGERS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
April 28, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I shall endeavour to comply with the re-
quest in your favour received this morning by express. I
am just recovering from a severe attack of the gout, and
find myself much relaxed and weakened; but I am in hopes
of being able to set off on Wednesday next, and of getting
to Philadelphia time enough for such of the American gen-
tlemen as intend to be at the Convention, to attend the first
day of its meeting.

[ am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,
J. ROGERS.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

five shillings,) would bring the piece to six pounds two shil-
lin(fs and six pence; and that would leave me fifteen shillings
foro my trouble and profit, collecting materials, &c. Few
officers, I believe, have so good and well furnished pieces..
The Pennsylvania gunsmiths contracted with the Virginia'
Convention for five pounds six shiUings and three pence, with,
wooden rammers, and the sample no way comparable to this..
:My barrels have all been proved. If the honourable Coun-
cil of Safety chooses to take what I have at the price above,
of six pounds two shillings and six pence, I will engage to
furnish a quantity in a short time, (say fifty,) equally good
and well finished; and many of them every way much better.
Some I have that belonged to the troops under Forbes and
Stanwi'C, that I think superior to any I ever saw, every
way. These are in hand, repairing and fixing; and when
done will be wonderfully large and good. I paid a high price
for them, and cannot afford them for less than six pounds
two shillings and six pence. I shall have many fine pieces,
fit for officers-guns that cost three and four guineas at
London, which I have equipped with swivels and bayonets,
and made all very fine and complete. I have had an offer
from the Virginia Convention, by their agents, which [de-
cline, our own people wanting. Please to take care of this
gun and bayonet, and show them to the Council of Safety.
If they think proper to contract with me, I will deal cordially
and honourably with them, and put good arms into their
hands. The stocks will all be in that taste, but many much
stouter and handsomer.

I want brasses for mounting. You see I am forced to put.
polished iron or steel guards. Mr. Peale will be at Anna-
polis on Tuesday; if you have opportunity, let me hear
from you on this subject, and the opinion and determination
of the Council of Safety. These men (the bearers) can give
them some account of the valuable pieces we have in hand.

My barrels, in general, are three and-a-half feet long, three-
quarters bore, for an ounce ball; but some of them are of a
large size. I have also some neat carbines for officers. If
the Council choose wooden ramrods, I shall abate five shil-
lings, but the others are far the best. You will see none
such as mine, unless in very particular pieces.

I am, with much regard, sir, your obedient servant,
STEPHEN WEST.

To Ga&riel Duvall, Esquire.

E. WRIXON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read April 29, ] 776.)

Philadelphia, April 28, 1776.

SIR: Having been favoured with Mr. Secretary Thom-
son's letter, written by order of the honourable the Conti-
nental Congress, notifying their appointment of me to the
office of Chief Engineer of the Continental Army in Ca-
nada, with the rank of Colonel, I must take the liberty to
request that you will do me the favour of assuring the Con-
gress of the high and grateful sense I entertain of the honour
conferred by their appointment, and also of the unhappy
necessity that obliges me to decline it; being convinced by
fourteen years' service, during which my whole time and
thoughts were directed in the military line, that the rank of
Colonel would not enable me to do justice either to their
honours, or to myself.

.

I must now, sir, request that you will be so kind as to
excuse the trouble I have given you; and believe that I have
the honour to be, with the greatest respect, your very hum-
ble and obedient servant, E W. RIXON.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the
honourable the Continental Congress.

STEP lIEN WEST TO GABRIEL DUVALL.

Woodyard, Sunday Night, April 28, 1776.

SIR: Two men of Captain Stone's Company, (Thomas
Noms and George Thomas,) stopping here for quarters, I
had some discourse with them relative to the troops stationed EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROMJOHN ADA~IS,DATEDPHILA-

near us, viz: at Port- Tobacco; and am sorry to hear that they DELPHIA,APRIL28, 1776.
have no arms. I have been so closely engaged at work for Yesterday I received two letters from you, from the 7th
other people that I have done but little for myself in fixing to the 14th of April. It gives me concern to think of the
and finishing my barrels. I have just heard of one which I many cares you must have upon your mind. Your reputa-
think is every way as indifferent as any 1shall have. The rest tion as a farmer, or anything else you undertake, I dare an-
of the bayonets will be better, and most of the guns larger swer for. Your partner's character as a statesman is much
and stouter. Yet this one I think superior to any I have more problematical.
seen made in the country, and every way better finished. As to my return, I h:\ve not a thought of it. Journeys

This gun, reckoning only twenty-two shillings and six of such a length are tedious and expensive, both of time and
pence for the barrel, stands me five pounds seven shillingsand money; neither of which is my Own. I hope to spend the
si;.:pence. Supposing the barreli,iat Harris's price, (thirty- next Christmas where I did the last, and after that, I hope

.
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to be relieved; for by that time I shall ha ve taken a pretty
good trick at helm, whether the vessel has been well steered
or not. But if my countrymen should insist ~pon my serv-
ing them another year, they must let me brmg mY,whole
family with me. Indeed, I could keep house here wIth ~y
partner, four children and two servants, as cheap as I n~am-
,tain myself here with, two h~)J:sesand a serv,ant at lodgm~s.

Instead of domestlck fehclty, 1 am destmed to pubhck
'contentions. Instead of rurallelicity, I must reconcile m~-
self to the smoke and noise of a city. In the place of pn-
vate peace, I nlU~t b,e distracted :v.it~ the vexation of ?ev~-
loping the deep mtrIgues of ~ohtlcJans, and n1U~t assIst m
conducting the arduous operatIOns of war, and thmk myse~f
well rewarded if my private pleasure and interests are saCrI-
ficed, as they ever have been and will be, to the happiness
of others.

You tell me our jurors refuse to serve, because the writs
are issued in the King's name. I am very glad to hear that
they discover so much sense and spirit. I learn from ano-
ther letter that the General Court have left out of their bills
the year of his reiO'n, and that they are making a law that
the same name sh:JI be left out of all writ,>,commissions, and
all law processes. This is good news too. The same will
be the case in all the Colonies very soon.

You ask me how I have done the winter past. I have
not enjoyed so good health as last fall. But I hav~ done
complaining of anything. Of ill health I have no fight to
complain, because it is given me by Heaven. Of mean-

. ness, of envy, oflittleness, of , of ,of--,
I have reason and right to complain; but I have too much
contempt to use that right. There is such a mixture of
folly, littleness, and knavery i~ thi~ world, that I am weary
of it; and although I behold It wIth unutterable contempt
and indignation, yet the publick good requires that I should
take no notice of it by word or by letter. And to this pub-
lick gbod I will conform.

You will see an account of the fleet in some of the pa-
pers I have sent you. I give you joy of the Admiral's suc-
cess. I have vanity enough to take to myself a share in
the merit of the American Navy. It was always a measure
that my heart ,was muc~ engage~ in, and I pursued ,it for, a
10nO'time aO'amst the wmd and tide, but at last obtamed It.

You take"it for granted that I have particular intelligence
of everythin0' fromothers,but I havenot. If anyone wants
a vote for a ~ommission, he vouchsafes me a letter, but tells
me very little news. I have more particulars fi'om you than
anyone else. Pray keep me con~tant~y informed, what ships
are in the harbour, and what fortIficatIOns are gomg on. I
am quite impatient to hear of more vigorous measures for
fortifyinO' Boston harbour-not a moment should be neglect-
ed. E~ery man ought to go down, as they did after the
battle of Lexington, and work until it is done. I would
willingly pay half a dozen hand~ myse~f, and sub~ist them,
rather than it should not be done Immediately. It ISof more
importance than to raise corn.

If the small-pox spreads, run me in debt. I received, a
post or two past, a letter f~oT?y?ur. un~le at Salem, contain-
inO' a most fflendly and obhgmg mVltatlon to you and yours,
to00'0and have the distemper at his house, if it should spread.
H:has one or two in his family to have it. .

The writer of Common Sense and the Forester is the
same person. His name is Paine, a gentlemen about two
years ago fi'omEngland, a man who, General Lee says, has
genius in his eyes. The writer of Cassandra is said to be
Mr. James Cannon, a tutor in the Philadelphia College.
Cato is reported here to be Doctor ~mith, a match forBrattle.
The oration was an insolent performance. A motion was
made to thank the orator, and to ask a copy; but opposed
with great spirit and vivacity from every part of the room,
and at last withdrawn, lest it should be rejected, as it cer-
tainly would have been, with indignation. The orator then
printed it himself, after leaving out or altering some offensive
passages. This is one of the many irregular and extrava-
gant characters of the age. I never heard one single person
speak well of anything about him, but his abilities, which
are generally allowed to be good. The appointment of him
to make the oration was a great oversight and mistake.

The last Act of Parliament has made so deep an im-
pression upon people's minds throughout the Colonies, it is
]ooked upon as the last stretch of oppression, and that we are
hastening rapidly to great events. qovernments will be up

everywhere before midsllmm~r, and an en.d to Royal style,
titles, and authority. Such mIghty revolutIons m~kc a deep
impression on the minds of .men, and set many v]olcnt I~as-
sions at work. Hope, fcar,j0Y, sorrow, love, hatred"maIIC~,
envy, revenge, jealousy, aI~bition, ~varice, r?sentmen~, g,ratl"
tude, and every other passIOn, feelmg, sentiment, prInciple,
and imaO'ination, were never in more lively exercise than tbey
are nowo from Florida to Canada inclusively. May God in
His pro;idence overl111e the whole for the good of mank!nd.
It requires more serenity of temper, a deeper understandl~lg,
and more courage than fell to the lot of lUarlborough, to rIde
in this whirlwind.

COLONEL DAYTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Elizabethtown, April 28, 1776.

HONOURED SIR: Having this day, in obedience to order
from the General, begun my march for Canada, ,I hav!'
nominated the Reverend James Caldwell for Chaplam ; and
who, I suppose, must supply the other Jersey Battalion, as
there is no other appointed, if he is to serve nO,more thap
the battalions. It is the request of Colonel Ogden, who IS
present, and, I ~ake no dou?t.' of C?Jonel.llines lik~wise,
that their battahon may be Jomed wIth mme-that IS, thu
First and the Third. Mr. Caldwell cannot get ready to
march sooner than next week, and desires that his commis-
sion may be sent to him at this place as soon as possible.
If the Committee of Safety for this Province had been
sitting, perhaps it would have been proper to have saved
you this trouble by applying to them; but they, are, ad-
journed, and the members say they have not any dIrectIons
for the appointment of Chaplains.

I am, sir, with all due respect !O you, and the other ho-
nourable members, YOUI'most obedIent and humble servant,

ELIAS DAYTON.

To the Honourable John }[ancock, Esq., President of the
Continental Congress, Philadelphia.

JOSEPH TRUMBULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New-York, April 28, ]776, Evening.

SIR: I have the honour of yours of the 26th instant, en-
closing a resolve of Congress directing me to purchase and
forward to General Schuyler two thousand barrels of pork
for the supply of the Army going into Canada. On my
anival in this city 1 was informed that General Lee had
ordered four thousand barrels for the same service, which
quantity, since that time, I found was not purchased, but
was delayed for want of further o~ders, as Genera~ Lee had
left the command here. I conceIved that quantIty would
be wanted in that department; therefore, as want must be
guarded against, and pay for the pork seem~d

~ difficulty in
procuring it, I immediately engaged to furnIsh It on the de-
livery in'this place. This I informed General Washington
of on his arrival, and he was pleased to approve my en-
gagement. Since that, 1 find six regiments more are order-
ed by ConO'ress into Canada; and though you do not mention
the two thousand barrels now ordered to be in addition to
the four thousand barrels, yet I shall order it in that man-
ner, unless I am directed to the contrary by yours on the
return of the post. I am sure the whole quantity of six
thousand barrels will be wanted for the forces going into
Canada before supplies of the growth of the coming sea-
son can be had; however, if Congress should direct other-
wise I shall be glad to receive their orders, which shall
alw~ys be punctually observed on all occasions by me while
I have the honour to serve them.

I received a letter last evening from our mutual good
friend, Mr. Burr, announcing the death of the ve~erablc
and amiable Madam Hancock, last Thursday mornmg. I
most devoutly condole with you on the melancholy occasion
of the death of one of the best of women, and one most de-
servedly and peculiarly dear to you and your good lady.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
JOSEPH TRulImuLL.

To the Honourable John lIancock, Esq.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL GRIDLEY.

New-York, April 28,1776.

SIR: It gives me much concern to hear from every one
who cOmes from Boston that those works that were Imd out
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for its defence are in little more forwardness than they were
when I left that town. 'Who am I to blame for this shame-
ful neglect but you, sir, who were to have them executed?
It is not an agreeable task to be under the necessity of put-
ting any gentleman in mind of his duty, but it is what I owe
to the publick. I expect and desire, sir, that you will exert
yourself in completing the works with all possible despatch;
and do not lay me under the disagreeable necessity of wri-
ting to you again upon this subject.

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To Colonel Richard Gridley.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERNOUR COOKE.

New-York, April 28, 1776.

SIR: I received your favour of the :23d instant. The
reason why I did not hitherto represent the state of your
Colony to Congress was in expectation of your forwarding
unto me a sketch of it in writing. I shall take the first
opportunity of doing it; and if my recommendation thereof
has any weight with that august body, it will give me much
pleasure to render service to your Colony. I am very glad
that Colonel Knox has taken a view of Newport, and hope
the directions he has left will be attended with all the good
consequences you mention. We have no Engineer that can
possibly be spared from hence; indced, we are very deficient
in that department. The state of this place is such, that had
we any more than we have there would be full employment
for them. Colonel Babcoc7c'smisfortune is truly pitiable.
The incontestable proofs which he has given at Cambridge
and since of a distempered nhnd must, to everyone ac-
quainted with them, show how unfit he must be to com-
mand the forces of your Colony.

I am, with very great regard, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To Governour CooTee.
P. S. The only Engineer we had to spare is sent off to

Canada.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL BAYLEY.

New-York, Apri] 29, 1776.

SIR: I received your favour of the :23d instant, with Mr.
lIletcalf's plan, and Captain Johnson's Journal, of tbe route
from Newbury to St. John's. The representation that was
transmitted to me by the hands of Colonel Little, I had sent
to Congress. Mr. TVitherspoon has been since sent to ex-
amine or explore a route; but I hear he is still at Cohoos.

The time of the Congress is so taken up with many ob-
jects of consequence that it is impossible for them to attend
to everything; and as it is of importance that every com-
nmnication with Canada should be made as free as possible,
it is my opinion and desire that you set about the road you
propose as soon as possible. As you must be the best judge.
who to employ, you will please to take the wh<?leupon your-
self. 'Ye cannot, at this time, spare soldiers; you must
therefore engage such men as you know will do the business
faithfully and well. As to their wages, you must agree with
them on the most reasonable terms, and I doubt not that you
will, in this and every other instance, serve your country
with integrity, honour, and justice. As you go on, you will,
upon every opportunity, keep me advised, and I will provide
for the expense, which you will be careful in making as light
as possible.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To Jacob Bayley, Esq., Newbury.
P. S. I send you by Mr. TVilliam Wallace two hundred

and fifty pounds, lawful money, to begin with.

STEPHEN MOYLAN T~ GENERAL THOMPSON.

New-York, April 28, 1776.

SIR: The Committee of Safety of this place have exhi-
bited an account against the Continent; and, amonrrst other
sums, there is one hundred and twenty pounds ch~rrred as
being advanced to you. The General has forgotte; what
passed between you and him in respect to the disposal of
that money; he therefore requests the favour. of you to in-

form him tbe reason as soon as possible. General Sullivan
is preparing to join you with six battalions.

'Yishing you success, health, and happiness, I remain,
with great esteem, sir, yours, &c.

S. MOYLAN,C. G. ]U.

To Brigadier-General Thompson.

STEPHEN MOYLAN TO COLONEL NICOLL.

New-York, April 28,1776.

SIR: I am commanded by his Excellency to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, and to inform
you that it is not in his power to furnish you with arms,
many of the troops here being deficient in this instance.
He has laid the intelligence had of you about those at
Kingston before the Committee of Safety, but has not yet
received their answer.

His Excellency requests your most diligent attention to
the works, and that they may be carried on with all IJossi-
ble expedition.

The troops here, when on fatigue, and only then, are
allowed a gill each of Contincntal rum per day. The ra-
tions in no other instance are increased.

Enclosed you have a copy of the intercepttll letter you
scnt to his Excellency. The original he will kecp himself
for some time, and wisbes you to make such inquiries re-
specting it as you may think necessary and prudent and
tend to a discovery of the design, and give him the earliest
notice of the same.

.

J am, sir, yours, &'c. .

To Colonel Isaac Nicoll, Commanding at Fort Constitution.

CAPTAIN BELK"'AP TO NEW-YORK CO~L'IIITTEE OF SAFETY.

Fort Montgomery, April 28, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN:By the bearer hereof, Ensign Hunter, I
send you the Muster-roll of my company, taken by Colonel
Thomas Palmer, agreeable to your orders. The Muster-
roll will show nine men short of my number, which I haye
actually inlisted, but are since deserted, and strolling out of
the way. I expect soon to collect them, when I shall make
out my return to you completed. My billeting bill also
comes per bearer. You will please to furnish the bearer
with every necessary for my company allowed by the war-
rant, except blankets, which I have procured. The balance
of billeting money I shall expect, and one months' pay for
my men I shall be glad to receive, as many of them have
families, who are under such necessitous circumstances that
obliges me to make advance to them from time to time.

I remain, gentlemen, with esteem, your most obliged and
humble servant .,

JOHN BELKNAP, Captmn.

To the President of the Committee of Safety, now con-
vened in New- York.

THOMAS PALMER TO FREDERICK RHINELANDER.

Fort Montgomery, April 28, 1776.

SIR: The cnclosed map I sent down two months ago,
and about ten days ago it was found in the boatman's
house, not sent. I now senti it per bearer, (Mr. Anning
Smith,) who promises to deliver it with his own hand. The
proper use you know, it being the original partition map.
Being in haste, I say no more at present, but am, sir, your
most humble servant, T PHOMAS ALMER.

To Mr. Frederick Rhinelander, Merchant, New- York.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 4, 1776.]

Fort George, April 28, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Last night I was honoured with your letter
of the 4th instant, enclosing sundry resolutions of Congress,
which shall claim my closest attention the moment the troops
under the command of General Thompson are past Ticonde-
roga. He and they arrived at Alban.,! on the :24th instant.

General Thomas, I have reason to believe, reached QlW-
bec7cyesterday. DoctOr Franklin and the other gentlemen
reached Montreal on the same day, and the last of the troops,
with the cannon, military stores, and some provisions, I dare



1115 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., APRIL, 1776. 1116

say wiJI be at St. John's to-day. I saw them set out from
Ticonderoga on Thursday, and left it myself the evening of
the same day, and arrived at four the next morning at this
place, where I am doing all in my power to prevent a
detention of the troops coming up for want of craft.

Last night I received the encJosed information from
Albany, and shall take such measures as, I trust, will effec-
waUy defeat the diabolical designs of those miscreants. If
any are taken in arms, I think they should be capitally
punished, to deter others by the example; but I dare not
venture to do it unless I have the permission of Congress.

As General Washington is now in this department, it
would be out of order to address Congress on any military
subject otherwise than through him. 1 have lately written
to him funy, and enclosed a letter from General Arnold,
which will doubtless be ]aid before you.

The Deputies of the seven Canada tribes, as they passed
here, addressed me, and requested to know if they shou]d
deliver Johnson's bloody belts here, or in Canada. I direct-
ed it to be done in Canada by the Commissioners. Copy
of it, with a copy of Mr. Deane's Journal, 1 shall do myself
the honour to transmit you in a few days, being too much
engaged at present to do it.

I am, dear sir, with the best wishes, most respectfully,
your obedient, humble servant,

P SHILIP CHUYLER.

To the Honourable the President of Congress.

:MICHAELRYAN'S testimony respecting inli.~ting Men fm- tlw
King of GREAT BRITAIN.

l.Wichael Ryan says he was informed by a friend of his
that there were troops raising in this County in the Minis-
telial service; that Samuel Anderson, of Pownall, has a
commission; that Joseph Anderson is a Lieutenant in Sir
John Johnson's Regiment, who is to be Colonel; that Jo-
seph Anderson has inlisted a number of men; that Alexan-
der Doyle is a Sergeant; that he was aho informed that they
had raised twenty-two thousand men in this and New-Jer-
sey Government; and that they had commissions from one
Rogers; that he recei ved the above information from CharZe,s
Gordon, of Cambridge, a blacksmith; and that there were
five men inlisted in this city.

The Committee took the above information into consi-
deration; and thereupon

Resolved, That the said Michael Ryan be requested im-
mediately to go up to Cambridge, and make aH the inquiry
possible in the above matter.

April ~3, 1716.-The said Ryan being further exami-
ned, says, in addition, that Alexander: Doyle was to march to
Sir John's yesterday, with an account of the success of his
officers respecting the inlisting of men, and to have two or
three lndians to mark the road from Johnstown to Saratoga,
or thereabollts, in order to march the troops that are raising
for the Ministerial service to Sir John's, to be joined by a
number of Indians, to march to Canada to reinforce Que-
beck; that one Captain Gray, near Albany, had inlisted
upwards of one hundred men. Further says, that John
])Iunro has inlisted upwards of eighty men; and that the
said officers swear a11 the men; and that the pay of the
privates is one shilling and six pence sterling, besides two
hundred acres of the forfeited lands, wherever they choose
to take it; that Sir John has already given deeds or bonds
to those inlisted for the performance; that Captain Samuel
Anderson has already salted up seven beeves for their use;
that there are in this town sixteen barrels of flour, some pork,
and some guns, for said use; that Governour Tryon issued
out the commissions; and that Sir John is to be General of
the said troops. That he had this information from the said
Charles Gordon. M RICHAEL YAN.

Sworn to the 23d of April, 1776.

ADMIRAL HOPKINS TO GOVERNOUR TRUMBI'LL.

Providence, April 28, 1776.

SIR: I am to acknowledge your kind indulgence in put-
ting your Colony vessels under my care. The bearer, Cap-
tain Nil£s, has behaved like a good officer-has foHowed
my orders, and been beneficial to the fleet. He has now on
board some sheHs and one mortar for

.
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York, as your Honour thinks fit; but I believe his schooner
would be fitter for service if she were baHasted with iron,
which, he tells me, cannot be procured nearer than New-
York.

I a.m,with great respect, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant,

ESECK HOPKINS.

To the Honourable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Govemour of
the Colony of Connecticut, at Lebanon.

GENERAL WARD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Boston, April 28, 1776.

SIR: By Mr. Harrison's letter of the 22d instant, I am
informed your ExceJ1ency cannot supply me with the cash
I wrote for. I am very sorry, as there are many demands on
the Commissary and Quartermaster, which are not all of a
late date. I have made out warrants for the payment
of the five regiments here, for the month of Pcbruary, and
ha,'e found it necessary to give warrants for the payment of
the men on board the }lancock, Pranklin, and Harrison,
privateers; otherwise they must have been hauled up.

I have made inquiry respecting the arrival of powder at
Cambridge, since your Excellency's departure, and am in-
formed by Mr. Barber that none has arrived.

I have given an attention in my power to the works. The
fortress on Fort-Hill is in good forwardness; there are now
eight twenty-four pounders and two twelves mounted and
furnished, ready for action. The Court agreed to have a
fortress built at Castle-Point, which is nearly finished, and
I intend to have the c.annon mounted in it this week. The
work at Charlestown-Point, I expect, will be completed in
seven or eight days. Our works and other business have
been much retarded for want of teams.

Captain Fellows, (the gentleman I sent to Beverly to view
the ship Jenny and the brigantine,) has just returned, and
informed me that he, with Commodore Manly and Captain
Bartlett, viewed the above vesse]s, and are all of opinion
that neither of them is fit for the service.

As there are several of the enemy's armed vessels which
cruise in this bay that are larger than our privateers, I wish
that a ship of sufficient force to take them might cruise this
way.

I am, your Excellency's obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMAS WARD.

To General Washington.

1\JAJOR HOBART TO RICHARD DEVENS.

Abington, April 29,1776.

SIR: I have sent you three hundred and thirty pots to
Rox'bury, to Major Ruggles, to store for you. I should be
glad you would send me the cash by Captain Brown, of
Abington, for yourse]f and Mr. Robert Harrington. I beg
you to move to the House and Council the affair of my
making guns for the Province, as it is so great an affair, and
so hazardous, that they will consider me in case I should be
a great sufferer. I have made four trials, and made one
good cannon, and am obliged to repair the furnace with
grindstone of our materials, of clay matted. The stones we
had stood, but were so badly cut that we put so much clay
to make tight, that it run out.

Sir, I am, with respect, your most humble servant, &c.,
AARON HOBART.

To Mr. Richard Devens, Esquire.
N. B. In case the one is sent to 1Vatertown, you may

send me one hundred pounds, by Sergeant James Rusey,
the runner.

To the honourabl~ the Repre$entative$ of the General Court,
assembled at WATERTOWN:

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: Please to look over the hum-
ble petition of William Clark, William Bishop, Alexander
Gorden, Charles Hickey, and-Peter Jtlafkoy, prisoners, and
now confined in Worce$terGaol. Gentlemen, this petition
humbly showeth, that we are very willing to go to work, as
we are almost naked, and unwilling to become a burden to
the country, but had rather go out and work for our living,
when it shall please you, gentlemen, to give orders for our
enlargement, as we have been a long time imprisoned. WiZ-
limn Clark wa_staken December 9th, 1715, in a trans-
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port, by C~ptain Manly, and has eve: since been confined; MARYLANDCOUNCILOF SAFETY TO CA~TAIN.HOLDEN.
William Bzshop was taken at Machws, June 12th, 1775, [No. 134.] Annapohs,Aprtl29, 1776,
in Admiral Graves's tender; Alexander Gordon, a regular,' SIR: vVe are informed that you have a schooner which
was taken at Nantasket-Beach, January 1st, 1776; Charles sails well, and will carry about four or five hundred barrels
l1iclc£y, a regular, taken at Charlestown, January 8th, 1716; of flour. If you inclirw to let us have her on freight to the
and Peter Mackoy, a regular, taken July 17th, 1775, at the West-Indies, we will take her of you, and insure her to the
advance-post, Bunker-Hill.. . sum she may be valued at. Her loading is now ready ~t Bal-

Gentlemen, we humbly beg you wIll look over the petl- timore town. Let us hear from you by return of thIs boat,
tion of your humble servants, and grant us our enlargement. or by some earlier opportunity.

Weare yours. Weare, &c.
Worcester Gaol, April 29, 1776. To Captain Jeremiah Holden.

LONDON COJliMON COUKCIL.

At a Common Council holden at Guildhall, on Monday,
the 29th of April, 1776,

Resolved, That the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor
be requested to move the following Resolution in the Honse
of Commons: "That his Majesty's Colonies in Amer-ica be
continued upon the same footingof giving and granting their
Money as his Majesty's subjects in Ireland are, by their
own Representatives." And the other Representatives of this
city, and such other members of this Court as are members
of Parliament, are requested to support the same.

ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE EXPORTATION OF ARMS, ETC.,
TO AMERICA.

Brussels, April 29, 1776.

An Ordinance has been published here, prohibiting the
supplyin (f the English Colonies in A11iericawith Warlike
Stores, a~d also the exportation during the term of one year
of Warlike Stores from the sea-ports; of which the following
is a translation:

"MARIA THERESA, Sfc., Sfc., Sfc., to all to whom these
. presents shall come, greeting:

"Our most dearly beloved brother, the King of Great
Britain, having required us to take proper measures for pre-
venting the subjects of the Provinces under our dominion
in the Low Countries from furnishing succour to the inhabi-
tants of the English Colonies in America, actually in rebel-
lion against their mother country; and as, in consequence
of the friendship and good understanding subsisting between
us and his Majesty, we are desirous to testify to lrim our zeal
to second the views which so greatly interest the good of his
service; we have, by advice, &c., ordered and decreed, and
do order and decree the points and articles following:

"Article I. We forbid all our subjects, of what rank and
condition soever, to furnish, directly or indirectly, by their
own ships, or by foreign ships, a'ny succour to the Ameri-
cans, subjects of Great Britain, in Artillery, Arms, Powder,
Flints, or other Ammunition, or Implements or Instruments
of War, under pain to the offenders of the confiscation of such
effects, and a fine of one thousand florins, to be paid by the
Captain or owner, whose ship may be detained and sold for
the recovery of the said fine.

"Art. II. We forbid provisionally during the term of one
year, under the same penalties, the exportation of every kind
of Arms, Ammunition, Instruments, or Implements of War,
from our sea-ports, without a special license from our Coun~
cil of Finances; which shall not be granted but on exami-
nation of the case, and taking the necessary precautions to
ascertain the destination of those effects, and to prevent
their being transported to the English Colonies in America.

"This we give in command, &c."

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM WILMINGTON, NORTH-GARO-
LIKA, DATED APRIL 29, 1776.

By two men who arrived here last night, after making
their escape from the men-of-war below, I find there are a
number of prizes, to the amount of thirty sail. They say five
transports arrived a few days past from Cork, being part of
a fleet of forty-five sail, viz: thirty transports, ten store-ships,
one fifty-gun ship, two frigates, and two bombs, with nine re-
giments on board, destined for this place; which are expeA:ted
to land when the whole fleet arrives. This is generally be-
lieved here, as the ships were seen off on Monday by the
pilots. The Militia, who have been but a few days dis-
charged, are coming in fast, and who, with the Continental
forces already here, will be able to make a good stand.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN VALIA~~.

[No. 135.] Annapolis, April 29, 1776.

SIR: Weare informed that you have a sloop ",,-hich sails
well, burden about forty tons. If you incline to let us have
her on freight to the West-Indies, we will take her of you,
and insure her to the sum she may be valued at. Her load-
ing is now ready at Balthnore to\,>n. Let us hear fi'om you
by return of this boat, or by some earlier opportunity.

1Ve are, &::c.

To Captain John Faliant.

PETITION OF DR. POTTS.

[Presenh'd 29th April, 1776, and referred to Mr. Harri~on, Mr. Rut-
]edge, Mr. Goldsborough, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Rodney.]

To the Honowrable the Delegates of the United Colonies in
Congress assembled:

The Petition of JONATHAN PO'J'TS, Doctor in Physick,
showetl~ :

That upon an application lately made in behalf of your
petitioner to be appointed Director of the Hospital intended
to be erected for the Army in the Middle Department,
your Petitioner was encouraged by many Members of your
honourable House to hope for such appointment, as soon as
it should be found necessary to form such an establisbment ;
tbat, by the movements of the Army since that time, it ap-
pears the Hospital under the direction of Doctor ~Morgan
will be placed in the Middle Department, and your petitioner
is inforn1ed it will be necessary to establish one in Canada.

He therefore prays he may be appointed Director of the
Hospital there; and hopes, by a constant and faithful dis-
charge of the trust reposed in him, he will merit the appro-
bation of tire honourable House. And he will ever pray.

JONATHAK POTTS.

ADDRESS TO THE FREE AND INDEPENDENT ELECTORS OF
PHIl,ADELPHIA.

Philadelphia, April 29, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Were any words capable of expressing the
importance of exerting yourselves to maintain the character
I have addressed you by, I could wish, from the bottom of
my heart, to find them, and set them in due order before you.
I tremble to reflect what a party there is in this City, who,
either in plain words or tantamollnt insinuations, espouse
the cause of tyranny. You have read their insidious publi-
cations; you have remarked their zeal for a reconciliatiorr
and a reunion with G7'eat Britain on constitutional princi-
ples. This proposal, gentlemen, is a mere phantom, a lure,
a pitfall to catch you in. In tire first place, no man ever did
or can show what this constitutional dependance on Great
Britain is, or can be, which will secure our liberties. And,
in the second plaee, no terms have been, nor at all probably
will be offered us, besides those of unconditional submission
to the supremacy of the Parliament in all cases whatsoever.
Certainly no better have appeared from the other side the
water; and, when pressed on the subject, the sticklers for
reconciliation acknowledge tbey know of no otber, and yet
urge you to maintain our connection with Great Britain
upon the best terms we can obtain. If such men are not
advocates for absolute tyranny, I have no conception of the
meaning of the words. To be commercially connected with
our friends in Great B

.

ritain would doubtless be verry
.

l
.

eas-
ing to us aU; but to be subject to the destroyers of British
as well as American liberty, is what none but an ignorant
slave, or an insidious tool, would propose and strive to per-
suade you.

. . ... ...

The Constitution of this Province is the Shibboleth of this
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very loyal party. Every sensible man must know that the
King of Great Britain had so material a share in the go-
vemmcnt of this Province, that the legislative nor executive
powers in it can proceed one ace without him; and well did
a worthy Grand Juror object to inquiring anything respect-
ing the crown and dignity of a man who has rendered the
idea of a crown detestable to the whole 'Vestern ,V orld.
The Constitution is, therefore, (by the breach of Royal faith
in refusing to govern according to solemn compact with all
his people,) broken to pieces; and the Committee of Inspec-
tion were greatly right in proposing to call a Convention to
take the state of the Province into consideration. It is easy
to judge from what qual1er the proposal for a more equal
representation at last came. It was concluded this ma-
nceuvre would have a tendency to quiet tlw people, by
taking one of the most nnanswerable objections to the pre-
sent Administration out of their mouths. You cannot, how-
ever, torget that this partial redress was a very late one, and
bnly conceded to prevent a .radical reformation.

The Patriots, notwithstanding, persuaded themsclves that,
in the then critical situation of affairs, it was best to acquiesce
in a measure which they hoped would keep us united, rather
than risk a dissension in the too violent opposition to rooted
prejndices, which was necessary to clear the way for the re-
establishment of a real free Constitution, on the only firm
basis of our Anglo-Saxon ancestors. But remember, fellow-
citizens, that, in the transaction of l'rlay 1st, you are to con-
si[ler yourselves as rather acting upon a renewed system,
than with too scrupulous attention to any unreasonable cus-
tom that may have crept into your old one. On this head
you will suffer me to. be something particular. The custom
has been to deny the right of voting to an persons who
have come from Germany, &c., until they have been na-
turalized, and taken such oaths as men nowadays much
object to; and, what seems peculiar to this city alone, all
men beIow the estate of fifty pounds are precluded. Now, J
must profess myself of the Forester's opinion, that every
man in the country who mani[ests a disposition to venture
his all for the defence of its Jiberty should have a voice in
its Councils. Persons so abject as to 1mve neither win nor
sentiment of their own are readily distinguished, and cannot
give much trouble. Burgesses, according to the excellent
author of an Historical Essay on the English Constitution,
"were elected by every resident inhabitant that paid his
shot and bore his lot. "-p. 28. This, I will affirm, is the
ancient, free Constitution, which every honest man will ven-
ture his blood to restore. " There were three things," says
the same author, in the next page, "essentially necessary
to form a Saxon Government, which they applied to every
case where a combined interest was concerned; and tbese
were, a Court of Council, a Court of Law, and a Chief
Magistrate. A Court of Council, to consider wbat was for
the benefit of the whole society." Now, such a Court of
Council can hardly be expected from a Qualification Law
like that o[ Queen Anne, vesting the elective power only in
the hands of the opulent. To such a pernicions partiality
it is owing that the poor in England are loaded with excises
on the indispensable necessaries of life. Every man who
pays his shot and bears his lot is naturally and constitution-
ally an elector in a city. And, more especially, I will
affirm, that every citizen who has armed and associated to
de [end the Commonwealth is and should be an elector;
and every non-associator and stickler for dependancy on the
power that is now in actual depredation of our rights, liber-
ties, and all that is dear to us, should be kept far from our
Councils; and, unless they very speedily mend their destruc-
tive manners, sent to the haunts of despotism, where they
may mix with their congenial spirits, and, with all the grati-
fication of his Infernal Majesty's august courtiers, solace
themselves in constant contemplation of human misery.

AN ELECTOR.

TO THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS.

[Read April 30, 1776.)

Philadelphia Jail, April 29,1776.

GENTLEMEN: Having the favonrable opportunity of Doc-
tor McLean, I would beg leave to lay before the Continen-
tal ConlTress a faith fill and true account of the causes and
circumstances that induced me to enter on this unfortunate
expedition. Lamenting, with the most sincere grief, this

unhappy and unnatural contest, and wishing to avoid being
active on either side, I endeavoured to remOve to my lands
I have on the l'rIississippi, in West-Florida, from the dis-
agreeable scene; but being prevented by some very aggra-
vating and unfortunate circumstances fi'om accomplishing
this design, J went to Norfolk, with intention (I own) to
join his Majesty's arms, even as a volunteer, until something
better should occur. When I arrived there, notwithstanding
my own recent injuries, I disapproved of their viQlences so
much that I resolved to frJllow my profi~ssion in the town in
a private way; but, unfortunately for me, some expression of
moderation of mine to Lord Dunmore and others caused me
to be accused of being aspy. This ridiculous suspicion
was so strong that Captain Squire threatened to carry me
on board the Otter as a prisoner, and his Lordship sent a
file of men to bring my servant before him for examination.
This being cleared ,up, and finding that the inhabitants were
leaving Norfolk, I had a prospect of being appointed Sur..
geon of some of his Majesty's ships; but in the meantime
being offered the commission of Surgeon to the new regi-
mcnt on this intended expedition, and persuaded by Colonel
Connolly, (whom I never knew before, and conceived to be
a reguJar officer,) I very inconsiderately accompanied him,
which I am now sorry £CJr; but then, every concurring cir-
cumstance, particularly these suspicions against me, pre.-
vented me from refusing. Deceived by misrepresentation
and [alse appearances, I was led into the snare, which pro-
per reflection (had I not neglected it) would have made
me avoid. But I absolutely and solemnly disclaim all
knowledge of setting the Indians loose on the defenceless
inhabitants; thai and every other species of inhumanity I
deprecate and abhor. J arrived at Norfolk on the 5th of
November, 1i75; we left it on the 13th; and, on the 20th,
were made prisoners in IIIaryland, where we were closely
confined. On the 29th of December J escaped, with des-
patches for the garrison of Detroit and Illinois, (for purposes
which you already know, having got the letters,) 'and had a
bill on Captain Lord for two hundred dollars to supply me
with necessaries, being obliged to leave my clothes and go
in disguise, not as a reward, which I despise and scorn-in
that light no man would have made such an attempt; but
from what I have since discovered, I have also great reason
to repent this. I was retaken over the Alleghany Mountains
on the 10th of January, aod immediately brought to this city,
where I have been ever since, very closely confined, to the
real prejudice of my health, perpetually shut up in a very
close, damp room, without air or exercise. I beg leave, gen-
tlemen, to assure you that my health is greatly impaired;
that my hands and feet frequently swell up suddenly to
snch a degree as to be entirely useless for a considerable
time afterwards, besides a loss of appetite. I am also very
often seized with violent pain and extreme sickness, and
fainting, so that unless you will be so kind as to enlarlTe
me, I really think my liti~ wiU soon be greatly endangered;
I therefore earnestly solicit an enlargement on parole as a
particular favour in these circumstances. If you will be so
good as to grant me this, I solemnly promise that whatever
place or terms you may prescribe me shall be most strictly
and religiously adhered to.

.

Understanding there have been injurious reports of l11e,
I aJso would .beg leave to declare; that every party or per-
sonal prejudice, pique, or resentment, I absolutely disclaim
or despise. Devoted to Britain, and a friend to America,
I most sincerely wish for a reconciliation on constitutional
principles, and lament the effusion of blood on both sides
with unfeigned conc~rn. No man would more cheerfllJIy
than I venture his life in the cause of America against any
power but BTitain, to which education and nature inspire
me with a reverential attachment. A sincere friend to free-
dom, I never wished the liberty of a British subject to be
abridged throughout the wide extended empire; and I was
so far from thinking the obnoxious acts of Parliament just,
or of disapproving of a steady constitutional opposition to
them, that nothing could have induced me to join or be
active on either side, but the impossibility of remainin(r
neutral. I then engaged in favour of the country to which
I was attached by nature and by birth, but with the melan-
choly and painful reflection that even victory in reality was
loss, and with ardent wishes for a speedy and amicable ad-
justment. These, gentlemen, are and ever have been, my
true, undisguised sentiments; and I hope my sincerity wiJI
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not give offence, being intended only to exculpate myse1f
from misrepresentation. I beg leave again to assure you
that I have suffered much by this very close confinement,
particular1y in my hea1th, which is almost destroyed; and
I hope, for that reason, you win be so kind as to grant this
earnest solicitation for enlargement. Any restrictions you
think proper shall be inviolably observed by, gentlemen,
with due respect, your most obedient amI most humble ser-
vant, JOHN S~ITTH.*

P. S. Being restricted fi'Om pen and ink, I am obliged
to write with a lead pencil, which probably may render
this illegible; if so, I could wish to be brought before you,
where I will engage to be as candid as if upon honour, or
even on oath.

ALLAN CAMERON TO THE CONGRESS.

[Read April 30, 1776.]

Philadelphia Jail, April 29, 1776.

GENTLE~IEJ'\: I make no doubt, from what I have heard
lately, but that I ha\Te been represented to you in a very
odious and desperate light; but in justice to myself must
say that few men lament the commencement and dreadful
continuance of the present unhappy disputes between Great
Brita1~n and her American Colonies more than I do; and
no man wishes more for a speedy reconciliation upon an
honQurable and fin;n basis, that both !)lay revert to their
former happy state, which all the world besides so much
envied. However, induced by the opportunity and request
of my uncle, Doctor ~McLean, I shall give you an exact
account of the circumstances that caused me to enter upon
this unfortunate expedition: Finding a northern climate
necessary for the recovery of my health, I took passage
from St. Augustine with the Fourteenth Regiment, and
alTived in Norfolk some time in October last, still intending
to take the first opportunity of proceeding north from thence
to Boston, where I meant to have joined his Majesty's'
Army. His Excellency Lord Dunmore finding this my
intention, offered me a commission in a new regiment in
this intended expedition with Colonel Connolly, which I ac-
cepted; but at the same time must inform you that I never
understood, nor have I any reason to think, that Colonel
Connolly had any such orders as to bring down the Ind£ans
indiscriminately upon the inhabitants, much less upon de-
fenceless women and children, as is reported. And not-
withstanding my sincere and real attachment to the British
Constitution, I freely own and say, that I would have no
share in such an undertaking. On the 20th of November
last I was taken prisoner, ever since which time I have
been dosely confined, so that my health is now greatly im-
paired thereby; often seized with sudden sickness, pains,
faintings, with loss of appetite, and formerly a spitting of
blood, and am apprehensive that in a short time even my
life wiII be eJ!dangered; for this reason, gentlemen, I would
beg the favour of you to admit me to an enlargement on a
parole, upon such honourab]e terms as you may demand,
and, if granted, I shall strictly adhere to, until exchanged
by mutual agreement or these unhappy disputes otherwise
determined.

In great expectation that you wiII release me from this

. This deplorable condition to which I was reduced at length moved
even the iron heart of the Jailer to compassion, and he entreated me to
make application to the Congress for the preservation of life; observing,
that although he was restricted from allowing m~ pen, ink, and paper, he
would send me a pencil and a card.

Determined never to acknowledge or submit to the authority of the
Congress, unless by compulsion, I was much at a loss in what manner
or for what purpose to address them; and I concluded only to request
that they wou.d either render my confinement supportable, or order me
to immediate execution, which I infinitely preferred to my present situa-
tion of being destroyed by inches. 'fhis I transmitted to them by the
Jailer, written with a black-lead pencil upon the back of a common
playing card.

Thcy then ordered me to be brought before them; and excepting some
insidious attempts to corrupt my principles, behaved towards me very
politdy, makillg apologies for what had past, and l'romlsing better
treatment in future, at the same time declaring their astonishment at
my desperate attempt, as they called it, of reaching Detroit or Illinois
alone (for I had not divulged the circumstance about Barclay) and on
loot, at that. rigorous season of the year, through a barbarous and
hostile country, and without friends, money, or resources.

But although they promised to render my confiuement more support-
able, yet I was ordered back to prison almost in the same situation as
before, for my situatiou was very little amended by them.-S3IYTH'S
Tour', II. 286.
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most disagreeable situation, I am, gentlemen, your most
obedient and humble servant, CALLAN AiIIEROX.

JOHN CONNOLLY TO THE CONGRESS.

Philadelphia, February S, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have for some time past been indulged
with the privilege of walking in the Jail for the benefit of
the air, and flattered myself that such enlargement would
tend to facilitate my recovery; but unhappily find myself
disappointed. My infirm state of health and prescnt condi-
tion cannot fail to touch the humanity of every feeling indi-
vidual; and in whatever light I may appear as an enemy,
yet my distress as a prisoner, aggravated by the crue~ addi-
tion of pining sickness, must command the attentIon of
every generous heart.

My difference in political opinion, and the causes insti-
gating me to action, however criminal they may appear, I
can, with the integrity of a man of honour, assert arose
from a sense of duty and gratitude too powerful to be com-
batted by any contrary arguments.

I have now languished near four months in dose impri- .
sonment,and my physician has never given over his visits
as ineffectual towards my recovery without exercise and the
open air. I shall not presume to dictate to you, gentlemen,
but cannot avoid intimating that my treatment appears par-
ticularly severe. Conscious as I am of unblemished nonour,
when the security of my person is demanded my sensibility
is deeply wounded to find you prefer the strength of a Jail
to effect that purpose. Political reasons may urge this
severity; but permit me to assure you that, whatever may
be your determination with regard to me hereafter, I shall
be equally ready to obey your summons if enlarged upon
parole, as immured within these walk

If you will be good enough to allow me to attend my
brother into the country for the benefit of my health, and
prescribe such bounds as you may judge proper, my honour
shall inviolably determine me to pursue your directions.
However different we are in sentiment, there remains no
doubt of the sincerity of his political professions; and there-
fore in the hands of such a person, who win become respon-
sible for my appearance whenever demanded, my person
will be perfectly at your disposal. Whether I am to be
admitted to a chance of recovery of health, or sentenced
to drag on a miserable existence (possibly) for a few weeks..
longer, is what I flatter myself you will be kiud enough
speedily to determine upon.

I am, gentlemen, respectfully, your most obedient, hUill-
ble servant,

JOHN COXJ'\OU,Y.

March 9th.-I visited Major Connolly yesterday, and
found him still so much disordered that I fear nothing will
effectually cure him but such exercise as cannot easily be
had within the enclosure of the Jail. Riding on horseback,
I believe, is the only remedy that will remove the cause of
his disorder, which is occasioned entirely by a relaxation of
his nerves.

B R. USH.

COLONEL LOWREY TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Amwell, New-Jersey, April 29, 1776.

SIR: I received your favour of the 20th instant, with
the resolve of Congress respecting the purchase of pork. I
immediately sent off two men to buy and engage the quan-
tityordered. I have engaged between five and six hundred
barrels, and a quantity of gammons, which shall forward to
General Schuyler as fast as possible. One of the men I
sent out to buy pork is not yet returned; what he has bought
I do not yet know. I shall buy and forward an I can. If
my orders had been sooner, it would have been in my power
to have purchased the quantity much lower and sooner. I
had a large part of it myself, but sold most part of it before
I received your orders, for the use of the troops at Amboy
and Staten-Island.

I intended coming to Philadelphia myself this week, but
am obliged to go immediately to Kew-York, to pay off and
settle with the two Jersey Battalions, who, I am informed, are
both ordered to Canada.

Have sent the bearer, Mr. Jamcs TVr:!$ht, for the money;
please to give him an order on the Treasurer for fiftften

71
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thousand dollars. He will i~mediately come to me at New-
York, as I shall want some of the money to payoff the

Itroops. If any commands, please to write me by :\ir. TVhite.
I am, with due regard, sir, your most obedient, humble

:servant,
THOMAS LOWREY.

'To the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire.

'COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO THE NEW-YORK DELEGATES IN

CONGRESS.

[Read May 2, 1776.]

In Committee of Safety, New-York,"2.
April 29, ]776. 5

GENTLEMEN: On the 23d ~f(11"Chlast we wrote to you
upon a subject of the utmost importance: the command of
the Marine Department on the lakes. Our application was
occasioned by a letter from General Schuyler, a copy of
which we then enclosed to you. The General in that letter
informcd our Congress that, in case Major Douglass should
decline that command, there was no person he would more
willingly have to command the vessels than Captain Wyn-

,
koop; and requested, at any rate, to send him up the soonest
possible, with a sufficient number of sailors for the two
schooners and sloops. We further informed you, that we
immediately sent for Captain TVynkoop, communicated to
him tpe General's letter, and sent him, with a copy of it, to
Major Douglass; that he was then in service, and that it
would be at least two months before he could attend at the
lakes, if his health would permit; that we thereupon wrote
him a letter, a copy of which, and of his answer, we also en-
dosed to you. In our letter to him we also gave him a gentle
reproof for his uncertain answer to Wynkoop, and signified
that we expected his immediate answer, and in case of his
acceptance, he should stand ready for the execution of his
duty at a minute's warning, whenever the service should re-
quire it. In his answer he informed us: "I told Captain
Wynkoop what I now tell you, that whenever I receive or-
ders from the Congress or General, I was willing to comply,
if my health would permit; and as Captain Wynkoop is de-
sired by the General to get his men and go up, I beg you
would assist and forward him; and if I am not caned upon,
shall endeavour to serve my country in some station of as
much importance as to command the lakes." 'Ve further
reminded you in the above-mentioned letter, that the season
was so far advanced that the service would suffer if the ves-
sels on the lakes were not immediately employed. And con-
ceiving that Major Douglass's indetermination would make
room for a new appointment, we took the liberty, through
you, to recommend Captain Wynkoop as a person who was
bred a mariner, had frequently been master of mercantile
vessels, had served with reputation last war, both in the land
and sea service; that we then thought him (as we still do)
an officer of merit; and that we had heard his conduct in the
last campaiO'n highly 'applauded, conceived him to be worthy
of the trust; and that from General Schuyler's letter, the ap-
pointment would not be disagreeable to him. We further'
informed you that Captain Wynkoop would not continue in
the marine service under Major Douglass; but that, never-
theless, we had prevailed on him, with the argument of dan-
ger that the service would suffer, to engage seamen and
proceed to the General with all possible despatch. To this
letter we have hitherto not been favoured with an answer;
but have heard a report that some order from the Continental
Congress has been sent to Major Douglass to repair to the
post assigned him. General Schuyler, stin attentive to tbe
importance of the service on the lakes, in a letter of the 4th
instant to General Thompson, who furnished us with a copy
of it, writes thus: "Will you be so good as to request the
New- York Congress that the sailors may be sent up without
delay." In consequence of this we sent for Captain Wyn-
koop, being convinced of the impossibility of sending up
the seamen without an officer, and engaged him to inlist the
men, and to proceed to put the vessels in order, under the
present uncertainty of his station, on condition that he be
permitted to quit the service in case he should be superse-
ded. Of this we informed General Schuyler, by letter of the
25th instant, of which Captain Wynkoop, who is gone up
with his seamen, is the bearer.

. A(ter what has beE1n.said in recommeodatiolJ. of Captain
,Wynkoop, we shall presume to say no more than that, in case

Major Douglass should decline, we hope this fresh instance
of Captain Wynkoop's zeal for the publick service, added to
his former merit, will have sufficient weight with the Con-
gress to confirm him in that command which was destined
for Major Douglass.

\Ve herewith send you the Petition and Remonstrances of
New- York, for redress of grievances.

Major Benedif;t, of the first New- York Battalion, conceiv-
ing himself unfit for that office, has made a voluntary resig-
nation, by which that Majority has become vacant. On this
occasion we conceive it to become our duty to hold up two
candidates for the choice of Congress. Major Barnabas Tut-
!till, of Colonel Holmes's Regiment, of the last year's levies,
and the person who, from an attention to rank, we put on
the list of Lieutenant-Colonels for the present levies, is one.
He was an officer in the last war, and we have never heard
of anything to his disadvantage, either in civil or military
character. Captain ]}larinll$ Willet was in service during
the last war, and was Captain in the last year's New- York
levies; and, with an attention to his rank as second Captain
in the First Battalion, and when Captain l'Veisenfils, who was
the first Captain, was promoted to a Lieutenant Colonelcy,
we recommended Captain TVillet for the Majority; but by
some mistake, as we conceive, Captain Benedict, the second
Captain of the Fourth BattaJion, was preferred to him. Cap-
tain TVillet cannot, in our opinion, have a better recommen-
dation than General Schuyler's letter to us of the 4th A-larch
last, which is literally as follows, to wit.: "'Vhen an officer
has acted with remarkable attention and propriety, it becomes
a duty in his commander to give publick testimony of it.
Such has been the conduct of Captain Willet during the
last campaign; he is therefore entitled to the attention of his
country." For these reasons we beg leave to hold up Cap-
tain Willet as another candidate for the Majority.

Weare, respectfully, gentlemen, your most obedient, and
very humble servants,

By order: PIERRE V AN CORTLANDT, Chairman.

To the Gentlemen Delegates for New- York, in Continental
Congress.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL WARD.

New-York, April 29, 1776.

It is with great concern I learn from every hand, that your
works for the defence of Boston and the harbour go on ex-
ceedingly slow. I mnst entreat you, therefore, to push Colo-
IIel Gridley on to a diligent and faithful discharge o[ his duty
in this particular. 'We cannot possibly tell where the ene-
my will pitch their tents next. If Boston is left open and
unguarded, it may be a temptation to go there; but at any
rate, no time should be lost in putting the town in the best
postme of defence the nature of the case wiJI admit of. I
shall be glad, in your next, to receive a particular account
of what has been done towards fortifying the harbour.

Four regiments, to wit: Poor's, Patterson's, Greaton's,
and Bond's, are already gone off for Canada. Reed's and
Stark's will embark this day for Allmny, on their route to
the same place; and [our others will follow in a day or two.

I am, sir, &c.,
G "t:VEORGE , ASHINGTON.

To Major-General Ward.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

New-York, April 29,1776.

DEAR SIR: I wrote you on the 24th instant, and now, to
inform you that, in addition to the four regiments detached
from hence under General Thompson, I am ordered by Con-
gress to send six more. This detachment wiU be under the
command of General Sullivan, and consists of two of the
Eastern regiments, (Reed's and Stark's,) and of four of these
Provinces. The two first will embark to-day, the others
wil1 -be pushed forward as soon as possible.

I have spoken to the Commissary to send forward a supply
of provisions. He says that he is taking measures for that
purpose, and that it shan be done. The powder you wrote
for I shall attempt to furnish, and as early as in my power,
the augmentation of the Army in Canada necessarily re-
quiring a large increase to that which was there before.

The Congress have sent three boxes of money, said to
contain three hundred thousand dollars. They arc thus far
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on their war to you, and will be transmitted by General
Sullivan. wish, and doubt. not but that you wiJl, make
every preparation at Albany for expediting the troops to
Canada. The situation of our affairs there calls aloud for
despatch and the most vigorous exertions.

A Mr. Ray, of this city, has infoffiled Colonel Ritzema
that a Mr. Philip Van Rensselear has above three thousand
stand of arms in his possession at Albany.. Do make strict
inquiry into the matter, and if any can be had, send them
here immediately, Colonel Ritzema's Regiment, and others
now raising, being greatly deficient, I may say almost desti-
tute, and without any.

I am, dear sir, with great esteem, yours, &c.,
GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To the Honourable Major-General Schuyler.

Colonel JAMES REED'S receipt for three hundred thousand
Dollars, for General SCHUYLER.

New-York, April 29, 1776.

Then received from General Washington three boxes,
said to contain three hundred thousand dollars, to be deli-
vered to General Schu yler, at Albany. J RAMES EED.

GENERAL WASHIKGTON TO JOHN AUGUSTINE WASHINGTON.

New-York, April 29,1776.

DEAR BROTHER: Since my arrival at this place, I have
been favoured with two or three of your letters, and thank
you for your kind and trequent remembrance of me. If I
should not write to you so often as you do to me, you must
attribute it to its true cause, and that is, the hurry and mul-
tiplicity of business in which I am constantly engaged, from
the time I rise out of my bed until I go into it again.

I wrote to you a pretty full account, just before I left Cam-
bridge, of the movements of the two Armies, and now refer
you to it. Since that time, I have brought the whole Army
which I had in tbe New-Bngland Governments (five regi-
ments excepted, left bebind for the defence of Boston, and
the stores we have there) to this place; and eight days ago
I detached four regiments for Canada, and I am now em-
barking six more for the same place, as there are reasons to
believe that a push will be made there this campaign, and
things in that country not being in a very promising way,
either with respect to the Canadians or Indians. These de-
tachments have weakened us very considerably in this im-
portant post, where, I am sorry to add, there are too many
inimical persons. But as our affairs in Canada can derive
no support except what is sent to them, and the Militia may
be called in here, it was thought best to strengthen that
quarter at the expense of this; but I am afraid we are ra-
ther too late in doing it. From the Eastern Army, under my
immediate command, it was impossible to do it sooner.

We have already gone great lengths in fortifying this city
and the Hudson River. A fortnight more will put us in a
very respectableposture of defence. The workswe have
already constructed, and which they found we were about to
erect, have put the King's ships to flight; for, instead of
lying within pistol-shot of the wharves, and their sentries
conversing with ours, whilst they received every necessary
that the country afforded, they have now gone down to the
Rook, near thirty miles from this place, the last harbour they
can get to; and I have prevailed upon the Committee of
Safety to forbid every kind of intercourse between the inha-
bitants of this Colony and the enemy. This I was resolved
upon effecting; but I thought it best to bring it about through
that channel, as I now can pursue my own measures in sup-
port of their resolves.

Mrs. Washington is still here, and talks of takino- the
small~pox ; but 1 doubt her resolution. Mr. and Mrs. Custis
will set out in a few days for Maryland. I did not write to
you by the 'Squire, because his departure, in the first place,
was sudden; in the next, I had but little to say. [am very
sorry to hear that my sister was indisposed when you last
wrote. I hope she is now recovered, and that your family
are well. That they may continue so, and that our once
happy country may escape the depredations and calamities
attending war, is the fervent prayer of, dear sir, your most
affectionate brother, G WEORGE ASHINGTON.

To John Augustine Washington.

PROCLAMATION

By His Excellency GEORGE W,ISHINGTON, Esq., General
and Commander-in-Cltief of the Army of the United
Colonies.

Whereas an intercourse and correspondence with the'
ships-of-war, and other vessels belonging to and in the ser-
vice of the King of Great Britain, is highly detrimental to'
the rights and liberties of the said Colonies:

And whereas the Committee of Safety of the Colony of
New- York, taking the same under their consideration, on
the 18th ultimo, did resolve and order" That no inhabitant
of the said Colony, on any pretence, or for any purpose
whats~ever, either in person or in writing, should, directly
or indirectly, presume to have OJ' maintain any intercourse
whatsoever with any Ship belonging to or employed in the
service of the said King, or with any of his Officers or Mi-
nisters, or with any person or persons on board the same,
on pain of being dealt with in the severest manner;" not-
withstanding which, there is reason to believe that sundry
base and wicked persons, preferring their own prescnt pri-
vate emolument to their country's weal, have continued to
carryon the same, particularly some who, under pretence
of coming to the market of this city by water, have put
themselves, their vessels and effects, in the way of the said
ships-of-war, for the purposes of gi,'ing intelligence, and fur-
nishing them with supplies of provision, and have been
taken:

To the end that such evil and pernicious practices may
be remedied and prevented in future, 1 hereby publish and
declare, that if any person or persons shall hereafter pre-
sume to have, hold, or continue to carryon such intercourse,
or any kind of correspondence whatsoever, or furnish and
supply the said ships-of-war, and other vessels in such ser-
vice, with provisions and necessaries of any kind, that he
or they, so offending, will be deemed and considered as an
enemy or enemies to the rights of the said Colonies, and,
if apprehended, will be treated accordingly.

And I do hereby will and require all officers and soldiers
in the Army under my command, and most earnestly en-
treat all persons well attached to the interest of the said Co-
lonies, to use their utmost care and diligence for preventing
the same, and apprehending and securing all persons who
shall be guilty thereof.

Given under my hand, at Head-Quarters, in the City of
New- York, this 29th of April, Anno Domini 1776.

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO GENEltAL WASH-

INGTON.

In Committee of Safet)', New-York, April 29, 1776.

SIR : Your favour of the 21th, we have received. In
answer to which, we would inform yon that we shall, as
soon as possible, take measures for puttin!T our Militia in
such a situation as to afford the Army the ~10stspeedy and
effectual assistance in our power, whenever you shall think
it necessary to call for their aid, either for the defence of
this or the neighbouring Colonies.

We thank you for the information respectino- the signals,
fixed upon below, to give intelligence of the approach of an
enemy. )Ve assure you, sir, we meant not by our letter to
intimate the least desire of beinO" consulted in that matter
for which the gentlemen of th:' Army must be more com~
petent than ourselves; but as you intimated that similar sig-
nals might possibly be of service in assembling the :lHilitia
in the neighbourhood of this city, and the adjacent parts of
NeUJ~Jersey, we proposed to appoint a Committee to wait
upon you, sir, that we might be informed of any plan that
you might have thought of for that purpose.

We omitted, in our last, to inform you that we have not
been entirely inattentive to the subject of this part of your
recommendation. Every regiment of our Militia has its
place of rendezvous appointed, and riders are fixed at dif-
ferent stages in this and the neighbouring Colonies, to alarm
the country in case of invasion; but if, upon consideration,
we sh~l~ )udge that sig.nals may be of service in calling in
our Mlhtm more speedIly than can be done in that way,
we shall communicate to you our determinations on that
head.

Weare sorry to find there was a possibility of misunder-
standing the passage in OUrletter respecting the four batta-

.



1127 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., APRIL, li76. 1128

lions raising in this Colony. Be assured, sir, that we never
considered them as under our direction, except so far as con-
'cerned the forming and equipping them"; and if you will be
,pleased to refer yourself to our last letter, the distinction
.taken therein between the four battalions and Van j~chau:k' s
Regiment, will convince you that we meant nothing more
than, in obedience to Congress, to have the completing of
them for the command of the Continental General; nor
do we esteem them so pointedly under our direction in
this respect as to exclude your solicitude, as Commander-
in-Chief, to" have them speedily completed and armed-a
solicitude highly becoming your station, and which, instead
of affording the least ground for umbrage, ,serves to h~ghten
the opinion which your former conduct has invariably taught
us to entertain of your vigilant attention to the important
duties of your office, and of your zeal for the defence and
security of the rights of this much injured country. You
have an unquestionable right to know the state of the regi-
ments raising in this Co]ony; and it has given us no small
concern that we have not been able to procure the neces-
sary returns from the Counties, (though we have some time
since taken the proper steps for that purpose,) to enable us
to give you other than a very partial and unsatisfactory in-
formation on that head. \Ve enclose you a return, by
which you will find the First Batta]ion is most deficient.
The return is from information which came to hand since
we had the honour of writing our last letter to you.

We send you herewith a blank warrant, containing our
terms of inlistment, which are substantially a copy of the
resolutions of Congress. But upon these we would observe,
that although it appeared to us that the defence of this Co-
]ony was the primary or more immediate object for which
the four battalions were designed, yet we took particular
pains to inform the recruiting officers that we did not con-
ceive that to be the only object; but that they would be
liable to be ordered into any of the neighbouring Colonies,
(Canada excepted,) where the commanding officer in this
department should judge their assistance to be necessary,
for repelling the invasions of our common enemy.

\Ve hope, sir, that the genera] nature of the cause we are
engaged in, the generous attention of the Continent to the
defence a1]d security of this Colony, and the readiness of
our neighbours to come to our assistance from time to time,
when they have apprehended us to be in danger, will serve
to exclude from our minds the narrow distinction of Colo-
nies, and teach us to esteem the British F]eets and Armies
as much our enemies while on the coasts of Connecticut,
,New-Jersey, or Carolina, as if they lay in the East River.

We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this
day~ enclosing the resolve o~ Congress on the su~ject of
armmg the New- York Battahons. In answer to whIch, we
beg leave to refer YOll to our letter of the 25th instant, and
to assure you that we shall exert ourselves, by every means
in our power, for their being properly anned and accou-
tred.

Weare, sir, with the greatest respect and esteem, your
most obedient and very humble servants.

B y order: P V C C'~
.

IERRE AN ORTLANDT, ,Wlrman.

To His Excellency General Washington.

List of Officers recruiting in the City and County of ALBA-
NY, and number of itlen inlisted for each Company.

In Committee, Albany, Aprilll, 1776.

Cornelius Van Santvoort, Captain; Abraham Becker, First
Lieutenant; Obadiah Vaughan, Second Lieutenant; Da-
vid Becker, Ensign-eighty-nine men in]isted. .

Samuel Van Ve~ltton, Captain; John Hoogkerk, First
Lieutenant; john Ball, Second Lieutenant; Daniel
Everts, Ensign-forty-seven men inlisted, officers in-
cluded.

John H. Wendall, Captain; John C. Ten Broeck, First
Lieutenant; John Welch, Second Lieutenant; John Os-
trander, Ensign - forty-nine men in]isted, officers in-
c]uded.

.Garret S. Veeder, Jun., Captain; Solomon Pendleton, First
Lieutenant; David Bates, Second Lieutenant; Ephraim
Snow, Ensign-thirty-eight men inlistpd.

IIerman Vosburg, Captain; Barret Slates, (Salisbury,)
First Lieutenant 'j Isaac Bogart, Second Lieutenant; Si-

las Howard, Ensign-seventy men in]isted, ofliccrs in-
cluded.

"The t\\'o Companies of Tryon County.
Henry 0' I-Iara, Captain, Charlotte County.

In Committee of Safety, New-York, April 27, 1776,

The Committee took the Letter and Return from the
Committee of Albany into consideration; and thereupon

Ordered, That the Companies within-mentioned, tbe two
Tryon County Companies, and Captain 0' Ilara's Compa-
ny, compose Colonel rVynkoop's Regiment.

"

And Resolved and Ordel'ed, That Peter Van Brugh
Livingston, Esq., as Treasurer of the Provincia] Congress
of this C?]ony, advance 1.0Lieutenant-Colone] Philip Cort-
landt the sum of one thousand Pounds, out of the fit'st
moneys that shall come into the Treasury, for the recruiting
and billeting of Colonel Wynkoop's Regiment.

That Lieutenant-Colonel Cortlandt proceed to Albany,
to forward the recruiting of the said Regiment; that he
wait on his Excellency General Washington for such direc-
tions as he may choose to f,rive; and that he call on Colonel
Wynkoop, in his way, for his aid, direction, and assist-
ance.

Extract fi'om the Minutes:
JOHN McKESSON, Secretary.

List of the Field Officers of the four Battalions ordered
to be raised for the defence of the Colony of NEw-
YORK.

First Batta]ion: Alexander 1lJcDougall, Colonel; Ilerman
Zedtwitz, Lieutenant-Colone]; JosephlJeneilict, Major.

Second Battalion: Jame,~ Clinton, Colonel ~ IIenry B. Li-
vingston, Lieutenant-Co]one]; PeterP. 8chuylel', Major.

Third Batta]ion: Rudo~)hus Ritzema, Co]onel; Frederick
T¥eiscnfels, Lieutenant-Colonel; John Fisher, Major.

Fourth Batta]ion: Cornelius D. Wynkoop, Colonel; Philip
Cortlandt, Lieutenant-Colone] ; John Nicholson, Major.

The following Companies are placed in Colonel Ritze-
ma's Regiment, viz: "

Captain Billings, a full Company, at the Fortifications in
the Highlands j ordered down.

Captain Denton, a full Company, at New- York.
Captain Riker, a few men.
Captain IIardenburglt, full, at the Fortifications; ordered

down.
Captain Horton, no return made.
Captain Hobby, the like.
Captain I-Iutchens, nearly full, at New- York.
Captain Pearce, the like; ordered to the city.

Besides the above Regiments, Colonel itlcDougall's, and
that raising in Albany and Tryon Counties, the following
Companies, at the time of the last returns to the Commit-
tee, consisted of the following number of men, and will be
speedily regimented:

Captain Swartwout, fifty men, at the Fortifications.
Captain Rosekrans, seventy-seven men, at the Fortifica-

tions.
Captain Belknap, full, at the Fortifications.
Captain Jackson, full, at the Fortifications.
Captain Grijfin, full, )
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Captain Childs, no return made.

NEW-YORK COMMITTEE.

Committee-Chamber, New-York, April 29,1776.

Whereas the honourable the Continental Congress, by
their Resolves of the 13th instant, have permitted the sale
and use of such Teas as then remained on hand, and upon
which no duty had been or should be paid, and to prevent
the Tea holders from availing themselves of the scarcity
which a stoppage of the future importation thereof might
occasion, and exacting exorbitant prices; they resolve? that
Bohea tea ought not to he sold in the smallest quantity, at
a higher price than at the rates of three-fourths of a dollar
(or six shill

.

ingsNew- York currency) a pound; a price which
ibis Committee think generous, and will fully compensate
the importer for extraordinary expense, risk, and loss of in-
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terest by being kept so long unsold; therefore we cannot
entertain the least doubt that any person will hesitate a
moment to comply with the said Resolve.

And whereas it is further recommended in the said Re-
solve, that the prices of all other Teas shall be regulated by
the Committees of the Town or County where they are
sold: This Committee therefore resolve, that Congo ought
not to be sold by the smallest quantity for more than sixteen
shillings the pound; Soushong for more than twenty shillings
a pound; nor Hyson for more than thirty-two shillings a
pound; and that should any person or persons in this City
or County be found so lost to publick virtue and love of
their country, and so stimulated by avarice, as to m;k or give
more than the aforesaid prices for any of the said Teas;
upon praof thereof appearing to this Committee, such de-
linquents may be assured that, without distinction of per-
sons, their names shall be held up to the publick as viola-
tors of the Resolves of the Congress, and enemies to the
United Colonies.

A true copy of the Minutes. Published by order of
the Committee.

JOSEPH WINTER, Secrcta.ry.

TO HIS EXCELLENCY GENERAL WASHINGTON.

SIR: Weare sorry to trouble your Excellency so often,
only our health, as well as our duty to our fellow-creatures,
makes it necessary, having upon us the strongest symptoms
of a contagious distemper; and being confined in a close
room, together with three other gentlemen, they undoubted-
ly have the greatest reason to be apprehensive of its conse-
quences. As we believe it foreign from your intention to
endanger our lives, or the lives of others, we should be glad
if you will order our case to be looked into.

We remain your humble servants,
THOMAS R. HARRIS,~laster's ~Iatc,
WJLLIA~I METCALFE, JUidshipman, .

Of His Majesty's Ship Savage.
City Jail, New-York, April 29,1776.

MARINE COMMITTEE TO ADMIRAL HOPKINS.

Providence, April 29, 1776.

SIR: An express having arrived here from Philadelphia
this evening, with the enclosed letters for you, we were at
a loss whether to forward them to Newport, or to keep them
till your return; but having opened that from the Marine
Committee at Philadelphia, arv:l finding it to contain mat-
ters requiring the greatest despatch, have therefore now
forwarded them by express, hired on purpose to reach you
before morning.

"\Ve are, sir, your humble servants,
JOHN BROWN,for the Committee.

To Admiral Hopkins.

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Monday, April 15, 1776.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety:
Present: His Honour the Governour, Jabez I-Iuntington,

Jeded£ah Elderkin, Joshua West, Nathaniel Wales, Jun.,
Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

On the Memorial of Messrs. Doraison and Gourridge 4r
Co., granted them liberty to purchase some convenient Ves-

'sel, capable to carry forty Horses, and load the same with
Horses and Stores for them, fifteen barrels of Pork, thirty
barrels of Flour, forty barrels of Beef, forty firkins of Hogs'
Fat, and the residue of the cargo in Lumber, of Staves,
Heading, and Hoops, and proceed with them to Cape Fran-
fois; that they have liberty, according to their own under-
taking and engagement, to bring into this Colony, as soon
as may be, every kind of Military and Naval Stores, Mo-
lasses, Sugar, Sulphur, Blankets, Linen, and any kind of
coarse Cloths; and the Governour is desired to grant him
a permit accordingly.

Voted, That an Order be drawn on the Pay-Table, in
favour of Captain Robert Niles, for four hundred Pounds,
for the use of the Schooner Spy; and to render his Account
when required. Order drawn 15th of April, 1776, and
sent to Mr. Simeon Gray.

Nathaniel Backw; and Benjamin Huntington, Esquires,

are appointed to liquidate the Schooner Spy's Accounts,
and make returns as soon as may be.

To SETH HARDI:-<G,Esquire, Captain of the Armed Brig
DEFF.NCE,belonging to the Colony of CONNECTICUT:

You are hereby ordered forthwith to inlist as many men
as you can, at ~""~ew-London, for the sel:vice, to complete the
complement of one hundred and twenty meh. Y ol,l are
further ordered, on the request of Admiral Hopkins, to join
the American fleet under his command, and proceed with
him on a short cruise against our enemies, observing such
orders as shall be given by the Admiral, under the slame
regulations as the rest of the Continental fleet, during the
time for. which the Admiral may make such cruise; always
subject to the orders of the General Assembly of this Colo-
ny, or the further orders of the Governour and Council of
Safety.

A copy of the above was sent as Orders to Captain llar-
ding, 15th of April, 1776, by hand of Mr. Simeon Gray.

To ROBERT NILES, Captain of the Armed &hooner Spy:

You are hereby ordered, on the request of Admiral IIop-
kins, to join the American fleet under his command, and
proceed with him, on a short cruise against our enemies,
observing such orders as shall be given by the Admiral,
under the same regulations as the rest of the Continental
fleet, during the time for which the Admiral may make
such cruise; always subject to the orders of the General
Assembly, or the further orders of the Governour and Coun-
cil of Safety. If the Admiral has no occasion f()r your ser-
vice, you will go on to pursue the orders you have already
received.

The above order was sent by Mr. Simeon 6'ray, April
15, 1776.

Voted, To furnish Captain. . . . . . , General Thaddeus
Burr, Esq., Captain Samuel Broome, and Major David
Dimon, of Fairfield, with five hundred pounds weight of
Powder, to set forth an Armed Yessel against the enemies
of A_merica; said Powder to be by them replaced or paid
for in cash, at the election of the General Assembly, or the
Govemour and Council of Safety, in a reasonable time.

Voted, That Colonel Elderkin and Nathaniel Wales,
Esquire, be a Committee to employ some persons, in pro-
per ways, to raise or procure four hundred weight of black
Lead, at the Lead-Mines, at or near Union, for the use of
Cannon founding at Salisbury, and transport the same to
Salisbury, for said purpose.

Voted, That Mr. David Brooks, of Haddam, he, and
he is hereby, appointed Lieutenant of the Row-Galley
under command of Captain Tinker.

Voted, That Colonel Jedediah Elderkin and Nathaniel
Wales, Esquire, be, and they are hereby, appointed a Com-
mittee to take care of and provide for the Continental Pri-
soners brought into this Colony by Admiral Hopkins, and
ordered to be kept in Tflindham County Jail, and to order,
direct and govern said Prisoners, in the most prudent man-
ner they can, until further orders from the Continental Con-
gress, the General Assembly, or the Governour and Council
of Safety.

Voted, That each of the Row-Galleys belonging to this
Colony be provided with twenty Lances and Poles, and
twenty Tomahawks or Hatchets, by the persons who filrnish
said Galleys, for the service.

Voted, That Colonel Elderkin and .Nathaniel Wales,
Esquire, be, and they are hereby, appointed a Commiuee
to ta.ke care of, and provide for Governour Browne, and
Messrs. IrlJing and Babbage, lately brought as Prisoners
from New-Providence, and treat them with that humanity
and kindness which is shown to other Continental Prisoners
of their rank or quality, who are kept in this Colony.

Voted, That Prosper Wetmore, Esq.,' Sheriff of New-
London County, forthwith transport to the Town of Wind-
ham all the Prisoners committed to him by order of Cap-
tain Hezekiah Bissell and Mr. Jonathan Trumbull, a Com-
mittee appointed by his Honour the Governour and Council
of Safety, to take care of the Prisoners lately brought to
New-London by Admiral Hopkins; and that said Sherif!:'
deliver said Prisoners, in his custody, at and within the
County Jail, at WindhGm, in the County of Windham, to
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the Sheriff of said Windham County; and said Sheriff of
said ""Vindham County is hereby ordered and directed to
receive all said Prisoners at the hands of the said New-
London County Sheriff, and them hold and keep in safe
custody and confinement, in said Windham County Jail,
until further orders from the General Assembly, or his Ho-
nour the Governour and his Council of Safety.

Monday, April 22, 1776.

At a meeting of the Governour and Coun~il of Safety:
Present: His Honour the Governour, Jabez Huntington,

Jedediah Elderkin, Joshua West, Nathaniel ""Vales, Jun.,
Benjamin Huntington, Esquires.

Allowed a Bill in favour of Colonel Samuel Abbot for
two Pounds eight Shillings, for service done in buymg Guns
for the Troops in the Continental service last year; and
ordered a Draft on the Committee of Pay-Table accord-
ingly. An Order dr~wn April 22, 1776, and delivered to
Colonel Jabez Huntzngton.

Allowed to Benjamin Huntington, Esq., an Account of
twenty-nine Pounds seventeen ShiJlings and three Pence,
lVew- York currency, to pay for Duck by him purchased for
the Colony use; and ordered a Draft on the Pay-Table
accordingly. Order drawn April 22, ] 776, and taken by
himself.

Voted, That his Honour the Governour is desired to write
to Colonel Isaac Sears, to answer such Drafts as Captain
Ephraim Bill shall make upon, for building and furnishing
the Colony Ship for service.

Allowed a Bill in favour of Captain Edmund Badger,
for one Pound twelve Shillings and six Pence, lawful money,
for going a journey to Providence, in the Colony service;
and ordered a Draft on the Committee of Pay-Table.
Order drawn April 22, 1776, and delivered to Mr. ""Vales.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for four hundred
Pounds, in favour of Ebenezer Ledyard, Esq., for carrying
on tbe Fortifications at Groton, and render his Account.
Order drawn April 22, 1776, and delivered to Ebenezer
Ledyard, Esquire.

Voted, That Ebenezer Ledyard, Esq., in behalf of this
Colony, apply to Mr. Jonathan Chester, of Groton, for
liberty for the Engineers, at the Fortifications at Groton, to
survey as much of said Chester's Land as shall be wanted
for the use of the Fort there, and agree with said Chester
upon some good men to appraise such Land on oath, to be
purchased by the Colony, and make report thereof to the
General Assembly, in ft'lay next.

Voted, That Prosper Wetmore, Esq., Sheriff of New-
London County, be, and he is hereby, directed forthwith to
transport Thomas Russell, David Arnott, William Cook,
and William Willson, Continental Prisoners, now in his cus-
tody, to Windham, in the County of Windham, and there
deliver the said Prisoners to the Keeper of the Jail, in
Windham, in the County of Windham, within said prison,
who is likewise hereby required to receive said Prisoners,
and them safely keep, within said prison, until they sha!l
come out thence by order of the Continental Congress, the
General Assembly of this Colony, or his Honour the Go-
vernour and Council of Safety.

Voted, That Colonel Jedediah Elderkin and Nathaniel
Wales, Jun., Esq., take care and pl"Ovidefor four Continen-
tal Prisoners now in the custody of Prosper Wetmore, Sheriff
of New-London County; which Prisoners are, by order of
the Governour and said Council, of this date, ordered to be
transported to Windham County Jail, and confined therein
until further orders.

Voted, That his Honour the Governour, upon applica-
tion of Captain John Deshon, be desired to draw on the
Pay-Table for such sum as his Honour on consideration
shall think best to allow to said Deshon, for the present
necessity, for the support of the Troops at New-London.
April 23, 1776, Order drawn for four hundred Pounds.

Monday, April 29,1776.

At a meeting of the Governour and Council of Safety:
Present: His Honour the Governour, Eliphelet Dyre,

Jabez Huntington, Jedediah Elderkin, Joshua West, Wil-
liam Williams, Nathaniel JJ'ales, Jun., Benjamin Hunting-
ton, Esquires.

Colonel Dyre and Colonel Williams made report of their
late journey to Philadelphia, &c'} &c., and many other
things discoll.rsed, &c.

Moved, That a Committee may be appointed to take
care of the Prisoners sent to Windham from on board of
Commodore Hopkins's Fleet, and who are now confined in
prison there; and thereupon, Colonel Eliphelet Dyre, Jede-
diah Elderkin, Nathaniel Wales, Samuel Gray, and Con-
stant Southworth, Esquires, are appointed a Committee to
take care of, oversee, and direct the said Prisoners; and, if
they shall think proper, to take the Parole of any Officers
there} and suffer them to be at large, and to dispose of tlw
men as they think, to be at labour, and on their refusal or ill
behaviour of any, to be remanded, and dealt with at the
discretion of the said Committee, according to the orders of
the Governour and this Council. Copy given.

Simeon Gray exhibited his Account for entertaining the
Committee or this Council, from their first meeting tiJI this
time, and for sundry services as Express to sundry places,
amounting in the whole to thirty-five Pounds seven Shillings
and five Pence; which is allowed, and ordered to be drawn
for.

Mr. ft'liner, the Commissary for the Stonington Company,
present, moves for a further sum of Money, &c.

And Voted, That the Committee of Pay-Table draw on
the Treasurer for the sum of two hundred and fifty Pounds,
for said Esquire ft'liner, to be improved and accounted for

b1' him in that capacity. An order given and delivered
him.

Voted, That an Order be drawn by the Committee of
Pay-Table on the Treasurer, in favour of TVilliam Lux, of
Norwich, to pay for Iron and Labour in building Carriages
for Cannon in the Colony's use, to render his Account.
Order drawn and left at the Governour's.

Allowed Mr. Alden's Account, of thirteen Shillings and
four Pence, for entertaining Colonel Dyre and Colonel El-
derkin, several tip1Cs, when attending Council, &c.

Voted, That Adam Babcock, Esq., of New-Haven, be
allowed to purchase of Colonels Elderkin and Wales, two
hundred pounds of Gunpowder, for the use of his Privateer,
now fitting out; and in the meantime, if need be, Colonel
1!~tch, of said town, is directed to lend him th,e same quan-
tity, out of the Colony stores, until he can obtain and replace
it from said Colonels Elderkin and Wal"s's Manufactory, or
otherwise. Copy given and delivered Mr. James Rice.

Voted, That an Order be drawn on the Pay-Table for
four hundred Pounds, in favour of Captain James Rice, of
New-Haven, for expenses of fitting the Colony Brig and
building the Row-Galley Whiting, and expenses in the Co-
lony service, and to render his Account. Copy given.

Voted, That Zadoc7c Brewster is appointed Lieutenant
of the Row-Galley under the command of Captain '1'heo-
philns Stanton.

Voted, That Captain '1'heophilus Stanton be admitted to
pick out four Cannon at New-London, for the use of the
Row-Galley under his command, and see that the same be
pl"Operly bored and fitted for the service. Copy given.
Dismissed.

'1'0 the Honourable JONATHANTJlUMBCLL,Esq., Governow'
of the Colony of CONNECTICUT, and President of the
Committee of 1'Var:
MAY IT PLEASE YOURHONOUR: As Mr. Joseph Hillard

has applied to us, the civil authority, Selectmen, and Com-
mittee of Inspection, for the town of K/:llingsworth, to assist
in introducing him to your Honour, and the other respect-
able gentlemen the Committee of War, as a man of indus-
try and mechanical invention, so that his disposition may be
indulged, and his abilities exercised for the good of his dis-
tressed country, in some proper station and character; we
beg leave to inform your Honour, and the rest of the ho-
nourable and worthy gentlemen of the said War Committee,
that the said Joseph Hillard, the bearer hereof, (an inhabi-
tant of this town,) is a man of steadiness and despatch in
business he engages in; is of uncommon genius and readi-
ness of invention in mechanicks and mechanical operations,
and has sundry times applied the power of the screw to
surprising effect, especially in weighing and getting off ves-
sels, by slorms left upon the shore.
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As he has been at the expense of furnishing himself with
a proper apparatus for the sllccessful application of this
mechanical power, both in a perpendicular a"nd horizontal
direction, your Honour, with the rest of the Committee,
can better judge whether he may not be useful in the Con-
tinental Am1Y, in handling heavy cannon, placing them
in or removing them from their carriages, as there may be
occasion, or in relieving ships from any of those distresses
the violence of storms, or the superior force of the British
Navy, may unhappily force them into upon our shores.

As he has served two years in the Army last war. and
has acquired a general knowledge of the operations of war
and military exercises; is also a man of peculiar activity
and observation, and is desirous of being serviceable to these
United Colonies in some proper and useful sphere; we
presume to recommend him to 3uch appointment or direc-
tion as, in your superior wisdom, may appear most Ekely to
introduce him into the publick service of these Colonies, in
a capacity you may judge him most likely to be serviceable
in. As to particular instances of his successful use and
application of the screw, &c., he is able, and doubtless will
himself give you a just and more circumstantial account, if
it be desired.

We subscribe, your Honour's most obedient and humbl~
servants R S 7 .r v.' [,

DANIEL E
.

DFIELD, (Ctectmcn OJ .llet-

NATHAN GRISWOLD, S lingsworth.

BENONI HILLARD,

)

.

STEPJIEN LANE,

.

0
.
ft .r T.

S ommt ee OJ LI!-
SAMUEL HETHAR, t ' fi 'dJ W spec tOn or sat

OHN ILSON,
T.

SAMUEL CRANE,
own.

DANIEL REDFIELD,
ELNATHAN STORRERS,

}Ji t
. J' thus tees OJ e

THEOPHILUS MORGAN,
PE eaa.

AARON LIOT,

Killingsworth, April, 1776.

GOVERN OCR TRUMBULJ. TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Lebanon, April 29, 1776.

SIR: David Waterbnry, Jun., of Stamford, Esquire,
Colonel of a regiment from this Colony in the Northern
Department the last year, and at 'the taking of St. John's
and Montreal, and lately in service at New- York, with
Major-General Lee; at all times behaved with bravery and
honour.

When you have a vacancy In the Army answerable to
his rank, do heartily recommend him to your kind notice
and regard.

I am, with great esteem and regard, sir, your obedient,
humble servant, J TONATHAN RUMBULL.

To His Excellency General Washington.

SUBMISSION, RECONCILIATION, OR INDEPjeNDENCE?

"
Had the spirit of prophecy directed the birth of a pub-

lication," it could not have faBen upon a more fortunate
period than the time in which Common Sense made its ap-
pearance. The minds of men are now swallowed up in
attention to an object the most momentous and important
that ever yet employed the deJiberations of a People.

There are but three methods we can take: either to sub-
mit unconditionally, that is, to the mercy of Parliament; to
be again dependant on the footing of 1763; or to set up a
Government of our own. Common Sense, like a ray of
revelation, has come in seasonably to clear our doubts, and
to fix our choice.

As to absolute submission, it would be an insult to my
countrymen to show its inexpediency.

The second is more specious; but would prove not much
less destructive. Should we revert to our former depen-
dance, that power, which has attempted to conquer us by
open force, will doubtless employ her policy to divide us,
though a reconciliation were made, the most perfect of its
kind; because it is bel' interest to keep us divided. Dis-
putes about our boundaries will be excited and fomented,
and every artifice employed to render a future union im-
practicable: but if Great Britain should use no endeavours
to divide us, Colony will naturally be jealous of Colony,
while we have no Continental Supreme Legislature to con-

nect our separate interests, and while every dispute between
the Provinces must be carried to that inimical Court, whose
interest it is to foment, not to decide the quarrel. That spirit
of union in which we are so happy at present, once broken,
cannot be easily re-established. Reason tells us, that thir-
teen powerful States as these Colonies will, separately, be
fifty years hence, unconnected of each other-nay, worse,
jealous of each other-never yet were, and probably never
win be united. This is built on a supposition that a recon-
ciliation can last fifty years; I am persuaded it would not
last half the time. I am firmly persuaded, if a reco.nciliation
was effected, and at the end of fifty years we should de-
clare Independence, we should be very Ettle united-nay,
not united at aU; our property being increased we should be
more timid in risking it.

History shows us, that the noblest and most successful
stands for liberty have been made by the weakest, poorest,
and least populous States; witness Sparta, Athens, Rome
in its infancy, Holland, and Corsica the unfortunate. His-
tory hardly affords an instance of a Nation's recovering their
liberty when they were ancient, numerous, rich, and pow-
erfu1.

'Tis next to a miracle to bring over the inveterate in an
ancient, the interested in a rich, and the parties in a nume-
rous people, to an entire and solid union; the solid union of
many distinct Provinces is a phenomenon of the cometary
kind-so remarkable, it does not happen for ages; and so
fortunate when it does, it would be a wilful murder of pos:'
terity not to improve it. .

It is acknowledged on an hands, if a reconciliation were
to take place that it wou]d be a temporary one. Whigs and
Tories confess the Colonies will one day fan oft' fi'om Great
Britain. If this should happen fifty years hence, and the
Colonies be disunited, what wiU be the consequence? Seve-
ral distinct Empires will be set up. The Southern Pro-
vinces may form one, the Northern another, and Canada a
third. Perpetual discord, obstinate rivalry, and ambitious
contests for dominion, like those of Carthage and Rome,
wiU follow; tiU the standard of absolute Government is es-
tablished by the victorious Empire over the rest; and thus,
if we neglect the present union, this land of freedom may
become as tyrannical as Siam or Bengal.

I appeal to you, O! Philanthropists! who are breathing
for peace, and to you, ye Tories! who are preaching de-
pendance, whether the most prudent method for ourselves,
and the most peaceful for posterity, is not to set up Inde-
pendence, and to continue the war till that Independence
is established and acknowledged. Those who cannot sub-
scribe to these opinions had better see them at large in that
exce1lent pamphlet, Common Sense, from which they arc
for the most part taken. It is unnecessary to add, that if
we reject the two first, viz: Submission and Dependance,
we must of consequence be Independent. F. A.

Boston, April 29, 1776.

C. w. F. DCMAS TO DOCTOR FRANKLIN.
Utrecht, April 30, 1776.

SIR: I received on the 6th instant at the Hague, from
Mr. Thomas Story, the despatches of the 19th December,
1775, of which he was the bearer.

I am deeply penetrated by the honour done me, and the
confidence reposed in me by the Committee appointed by
the General Congress to maintain the correspondence be-
tween the American United Provinces and Europe, and of
which you, sir, are Ol)e of the worthy members. I shan die
content if the remainder of my life can be devoted to the
service of so glorious and just a cause. I accept, therefore,
joyfully, the cdmmission you have bestowed, and whatever
you may think fit to give me in future; and I promise a
hearty good will and an untiring zeal. I hope my ability
will justify the favourable opinion you entertain of me. This
promise on my part is, in fact, an oath of allegiance, which
I spontaneously take to Congress; receive it as such.

When I remarked in my last letter to you, "that an Eu-
rope wishes you the most happy issue in your defence of
your Eberty," I meant the unprejudiced, equitable, humane,
European publick; in a word, the citizens of universal so-
ciety-men in general. You must except from this number
the holders of English funds, and those Courts of Europe
who have an understanding with England. These, far from
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assisting you, will sacrifice you to tbeir interests or their vice of tbe Colonies. But as he is a widower, witbout
fears. The allies which, under sucb circul1lstallce~, are suit- means, and has several children, it wiII probably be neces-
able for you, are France and Spain; for it is their interest sary, if he accepts, to make him some advances to enable
that you should be free and independent of England, whose him to go over. I will give you an account in due time of
enormous maritime power fills them with apprehensions. the conversation I shall have with him.
I have, therefore, opened myself to the French Minister, and I have endorsed to-day your bill of exchange of one hun-
a copy and translation of your requests and letters of cre- dred pounds sterling to the order of M. Rey, Bookseller, at
denee to me have been for a fortnight in his hands. In the Amsterdam. Good reasons prevented me from doing it
conversation I had with this Minister 1 observed, that the sooner and at any other place than Amsterdam. May the
wishes of his nation are for you. He said that there was conscieutiolls use which I shall make of this fund entirely
one difficulty in affording aid to the Colonies: if tbey should satisfy your wishes, and the confidence with which yon have.
be reconciled with England, they would assist her against honoured me. I am persuaded of the generosity of Con- -
the power which had aided them, and would imitate the dog gress, and I pray Heav()fi that I may deserve, by my ser-
in the fable. I had no reply to make to this, except that, vices, to be the object of it, when God shall have blessed
in this case, reasonable beings were concerned; tbat if they their labours for the welfare and prosperity of the Colonies,
saw the object was not to deprive them of the liberty for' either by a firm and sincere reconciliation, or by the success
which they were contending, but to assure it to them, they of your righteous and just arms. In reality, I hope much

. would not be so ungrateful as to join, against their benefac- more than I fear on this point. The wisdom of Congress,
tors, those who wished to destroy that liberty. Finally, he so constantly manifested, the perfect union and harmony
desired to know from me positively, what I would ask for which prevail there, encourage me more and more. By
the Colonies of his Comt. I answered, that you wished to this rare, bappy, and admirable union, much more sure]y
be informed: than by all the alliances in the world, you are, and you

1. If the King of France would, from motives of hum a- will finally be superior to your enemies, however f()rmidablc
nity and magnanimity, interpose his mediation on behalf of they may appear. Concordia res par-va: crescunt, discordil~
an oppressed people, and effect a reconciliation, which should maxima: dilabuntur; may this great truth and tbe sublime
preserve to them all the liberties they formerly enjoyed. words of Themistocles to Euripides, who raised a weapon

2. In case such a reconciliation could not be effected, against him in the Council, "Strike but hear," be constant-
'would the Nations subjects of the House of Bourboll, be Iy present to your minds and hearts, as well as to those of
,villing to accede to an alliance with the Colonies, with the your constituents. What power will then be able to with-
advantages of an immense commerce? stand yours? Ascribe the freedom of this address to the

He was pleased with the former proposition to offi)r to his enthusiasm with which I am animated for your union, the
young King the glory of conferring peace on the subjects of noblest edifice that liberty has ever reared. In it, centres
others as well as on his own. The other proposition is not all that the political world contains attractive for me.
disagreeable to him, were it not for the dreadful war which I tbank you, sir, for your fatherly kindness to the two
would ensue in Europe. I then delivered to him, together French gentlemen. They are young, and ought not, there-
with your letter, a memorial, showing how important it was fore, to entertain even the idea of being an instant a burden
for France not to allow the subjugation of the Colonies. The to anyone, and a useless load to society.
whole wa9 sent to his Court about a fortnight since; and I am very glad that the statement of the points in dis-
if the answer should be delayed, it will be of no disadvan- pute between Great Britain and the Colonies has been ap-
tage. Meanwhile, we have gained this advantage, that an proved, so far as to cause it to be printed for the instruction
opening is made, which must dispose France in your favour, of your friends the Canadians. This is the only effect.of

. and engage her to tolerate and secretly to encourage even that paper, for the printer not having sold enough of his
any assistance your vessels can derive from France, /)pain, journals to be at any other expense than the impression, has
and the Indies. I have, therefore, in the extract, copied ceased to pay the author of tbosepieces. I have obtained
exactly what you pointed out to me as the most necessary, his address, for the purpose of engaging him to assist me in
as engineers, arms, munitions, &c. refuting the Jew Pinto, w~ose venal pen has been employ-

I have done aU this with the most profound secrecy. The ed in tbe most insolent manner against the Americans. A
person of whom I have spoken to you required it fi'Om me, eertain per50n, whom you know, regrets having allowed him-
and promised it in return, so that no one in tbis country, self to be dazzled by his financial system, so far as to ap-
excepting he and I, knows anything of it. It is more ad- prove it without reserve in a letter, or advertisement, at the
vantageous to you and safer for me that I should not be head of the Treatise on "Circu]ation;" for although there
known as your agent. are some good things in it here and there, yet that persall

:Mr. Story, not daring to take two letters with him to Eng- has long since been enlightened in regard to many false
land, one for Arthur Lee, the other for Mrs. Hannah Phi- brilliants, which the Jew passed off for genuine.
lippa Lee, left them in safe keeping with me; and he did. As for tbe Idea on Government and Royalty, I learn with
well. I learn by t"w letters, which I have received from pleasure that it has been agreeable, and that the time will
Mr. A. Lee, of the 20th and 23d of April, that on Mr. perhaps corne when it will receive more attention. This
Story's landing in England, they took from him a letter idea renders me more happy and proud than if I had writ-
which I had sent by him for Mr. Lee; fortunately it was ten the Iliad; for I think with Pha:drus, nisi utile est quod
not sibrned with any true name, and could give no informa- facimu.~, stulta est gloria. It is a seed, which I thought
tion to your adversaries. They have, therefore, committed myself bound to sow in your country, the only place in the
this additional violence to no purpose~ I have sent those known world where it could spring up. I consider that idea
letters to a friend at Rotterdam, according to the request of more and more practicable and true, and of all political sys-
Mr. Lee, and that friend informs me, under date of ]}Iay 3d, terns the most completely proof against all objections. It
that he has forwarded the packet by a Captain of a sloop, requires only to be developed. God grant that we may soon
one of his old friends, who promised him to deliver them be able to do it in peace and at leisure. I shall then beg you,
himself to the address which I put upon them by Mr. Lee's sir, with the estimable and learned author of the Pennsyl-
directions. The sudden departure of the vessel will prevent vania Farmer, to correspond with me on this subject, and to
me from informing you whether they have been safely de- prove it, if not to our contemporaries, at least to posterity.
livered. I shall do it by some future opportunity. I join- I thank you, sir, for the Journal of Congress from the 10th
ed to the packet a cipher for :Mr. Lee, like that I sent to of ]}lay to the 1st of August, 1175, which you have had
you, but grounded on different words, so that we shall be the kindness to send me; be good enough to complete it by
able to communicate with each other in perfect safety. I sending what precedes and follows; for we have here noth-
informed him, also, that I had the honour of writing you fre- ing authentick relating to your affairs. All that we know of
quently; so that he can send his letters through me, if he you, we get from the Gazettes, imperfectly, by scraps, in a
has no better way. vague and uncertain manner, a mixture of truth and false-

I know an engineer, over thirty years of age, able, expe- hood:
rienced, and very well qualified not only in his branch, but 1~fay 9th.-I have just received the following letter with..
in the whole art of war; in a word, a fine officer, but very out signature: "You will, perhaps, be tempted to come to
inadeq\).ately rewarded. I shall not be able to speak with the Fair at the llague. I shall have the honour to renew
him for several weeks, when I will propose to him the ser- the expressions of my sincere esteem. I shall be at your
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orders every day at noon, or sooner, if you will write me
iTom your lodgings to let me know what hour will be most
convenient for you. We shall be able to moralize some mo-
ments upon subjects which we have already discussed. I
have but litde to say to you, which I shall do with a since-
rity and candour which I trust you will approve."

I shall make this visit Saturday night, so as to return here
Sunday night or ~Ionday, not being able to do it otherwise.
I shall-send this letter to-day to Amsterdam, as they tell me
the vessels will else sail without it. [shall therefore give you
an account of the conversation in another letter, either by
the same vessel or by some other. I am sorry to be obliged
to leave you in suspense on a subject so interesting.

Receive, sir, for all the Members of Congress in general,
and for yourself, Mr. Dickinson, and Mr. Jay, in particular,
the sincere assurances of my profound respect.

DUMAS.

To B. Franklin, Esquire, Chairman of the Committee of
Secret Correspondence.

not but I shaH be enabled to enforce and carry into execu-
tion every resolve and law of Congress. And, as £'lr as
lies with me, my country may depend I will, with a beco-
ming firmness, and the greatest impartiality, always endea-
vour to cause justice in mercy to be executed.

ARCHIBALD BULLOCK.

At a meeting of the Council of Safety, May 2, 1776:
GEORGIA.

By I-lis Ex¥llency ARCHIBALD BULLOCK, Esq., President
and Commander-in- Chief of the Province of GEORGIA,
in Council:

A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas, the honourable the Continental Congress have,
among other things, resolved, that the vpnders of Dry Goods
ought not to take advantage of the scarcity that might be
occasioned by the Non-Importation Agreement, under pain
of being declared inimical to the liberties of America: And
whereas, the Provincial Congress have resolved, that who-
ever shall depreciate the Currency of this Province, shall
forfeit all right to protection from said Congress, or any
authority acting under it: And whereas, it hath been
represented to me in Council that several persons in this
Province do, notwithstanding the above resolutions, sell
their goods at a most exorbitant price, to the great prejudice
of the inhabitants of this Province, especia1ly the poor: I
have, therefore, thought fit, with the advice and consent of
the Council aforesaid, to issue this my Proclamation, notify-
ing to all persons whom it doth concern, that if they persist
in their unwarrantabJe proceedings they will be subject t9
the pains and penalties annexed to the foregoing resolutions,
and their names published accordingly.

A~CHlBALD BULLOCK.

GEORGIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

At a meeting of the Council of Safety, 30th April, 1776:
Present: John rVereat, Benjamin Andrews, George rValton,
John Girardeau, Samuel Salters, Jonathan Bryan, Daniel
Roberts.

Resolved, That the fo1lowing Address be presented to
his Excellency the President; and that Messrs. Wereat and
Roberts do wait on his Excellency to know when he will
be pleased to receive the same.

.

" GEORGIA :

"
To II£s Excellenf:!! ARCHlB~LD BULLOCK, Esquire, Pre-
sident and Commander-in- Chief of the Province of
GEORGIA: The Address of the Council of Safety for
the said Province:

"
May it please you~ Er:cellency :

"The long session of the late Congress, together with the
season of the year, called particularly for a speedy recess;
and the House having adjourned while you were out of town,
it becomes more particularly necessary for us to address
your ExceHency. All, therefore, with unfeigned confidence
and regard, beg leave to congratulate, not only your Excel-
lency on your appointment to, but your country on your
acceptance of, the supreme command in this Province.

"
It would be needless and tedious to recount the various

and yet multiplying oppressions which have driven the peo-
ple of this Province to erect that Government which they
have called upon you to see executed; suffice it, then, to
declare, that it was only an alternative of anarchy and mi-
sery, and, by consequence, the effect of dire necessity.
Your Excellency will know that it was the endeavour of the
Congress to stop every avenue of vice and oppression, lest
the infant virtue of a still more infant Province might in
time rankle into corruption; and, we doubt not, that, by
your Excellency's exertions, all the resolutions made or
adopted by Congress will be enforced with firmness, with-
out any regard to any individual, or any set of me!!; for no
Government can be said to be established, while any part
of the community refuses submission to its authority. In the
discharge of this arduous and important task, your Excel-
lency may rely on our constant and best endeavours to
assist and support you."

Messrs. John 1Vereat and Daniel Roberts, waited on the
President; who informed them that he would be read y to, , "LUX AND BOWLY TO MARYLAND COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.
reCelve theIr Address on to-morrow mornmO', at nme o'clock

~lay 1, 1776.-The Board waited ono his Excellenci .
Baltimore, April 30, 1776."

the President, with their Address, to which he was pleased GENT~E~IEN: As Captam Patterson does not, ch~ose to

to give the following Answer: proceed In the Fortune,. we have engaged. Captam .sund to

"11 th R bl th ftiJJ. b .f'th C .l ,f' co,r; proceed the voyage, wIth your approbatIOn; and for that
o e ono~~a

th
e

P
e ,em ~r;

G
OJ e ouncz oJ >JaJety purpose he waits on you. The brig is ready, and we think

oJ . e rovznce OJ EORGIA: - h /.":. .
h W, It t e lalrest opportumty to pus out. e send you, en-

" HONO,URABLEG~NTLEMEN:I am ~uch oblIged to you closed, some letters we just received from Mr. Vanbibber
for your kInd expressIOnsof congratul~tlon on my appoint- by which you will see his situation, and that it is necessary
ment to the supreme comm,and of t.lns C:0lony.

'"
hen I to support him.

reflect from whence the appoIntment ISdefly~d-that of the We would recommend to order the Captain to St. Mar-
fr~e and ~ncorrupt suffi-agesof my ~ellow-cltlzen~,it t:,annot t~n's, as Capta,in fanbibber directs. You will please to
f~ll to stImulate ~e to the m~st vIgoro?S exertIons In the gIve the Captam Ins orders, and despatch him as soon as is
dlscharg~ o~ the Important d?lIes to whICh I .am called ,by convenient.
our ProvlUClalCongress. "Wh!leI h.avethe ad~?~ and asslst- A gentleman from North-Carolina, yesterday, brings us
ance of gentlemen of known mtegflty and abIlItIes, I doubt the account of their taking a tender, with old Goodrir,;k;of

FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. ¥. 72

JOHN DENT TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Charles County, April 30, 1776,

GENTLEMEN:In conformity to the appointment of George
Plater, Esquire, and myself, by your Honours, to co-operate
with the Commissioners from Virginia in erecting beacom;
on the river Potomack, we have fixed the difierent stations"
for the same to the number of twenty, whereof thirteen are
in Maryland, viz: one in Prince George's, nine in Charles,
and three in St. Mary's; averaging about five miles from
each other. To accomplish which we have advanced the
sum of thirteen pounds and four-pence-half-penny, a moiety
of the charge for a boat and hands, together with a drafts-
man, exclusive of our own expenses; which I flatter myself
will be allowed.

We have likewise agreed upon the form of the alarm
post; which is to be a kind of an iron grate, suspended by a
chain, on the end of a sweep, fixed with a swivel, so as "to
be turned agreeable to the wind. And as a further sum of
money will be wanting to have them erected, which, with
submission to your Honours, I think may be done with
greater convenience and despatch by the Committees of
Observation, (under our direction,) hope you will order the
same into their hands, or otherwise, as you may think proper.

I am, gentlemen, with due esteem, your most obedient
humble servant, J DOHN ENT.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of MaT'lJland.
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Virginia, on board; he saw him put into I1al~fatr; Jail; and
we have an account to day that the Roebuck is on shore,
'On a shoal caJled the Hen-and- Chickens, just to the south-
ward of Cape lleniopen, and that the Province ship, and
.another, with all the gondolas, were gone down to take her.

Weare, most respectfully, gentlemen, your obliged obedi-
-ent servant, Lux & BOWLEV.

'To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

P. S. Please to return Captain Vanbibber's letters.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRES;5 TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

PhiIade]phia, April 30, 1776.

SIR: The Congress having accepted the resignation of
the Honourable James Warren as Paymaster-General, have
been pleased to appoint William Palfrey? Esquire, to s:?c-
ceed him in that Department. I have wntten to Mr. Ttar-
ren to acquaint him that there ar? Superil1tend~nts of the
Treasury appointed, to who~1 he IS to ren.der hIs acco~nts
and vouchers. I have also dIrected Mr. Wmthrop to dehver
to Mr. Pa{frey the cash and papers in his posscssion belong-
ing to the office. .

Your several letters have been duly rccelVed, and, as soon
as Congress shall have come to a d~termination thereo~, I
will do myself the pleasure of forwardm& the. samc, at wlllch
time I will write more fu]]y. In the mtenm, I have the
honour to be, sir, your most obedient and very humble ser-
vant, JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To His Exce]]ency General Washington, New- York.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Philadelphia, April 30, 1776.

GENTLF.MEN: In order to give success to the expedition
into Canada nothinlr is so much wanted at this juncture as
a sUPl1ly of ~pecie.

0

General Schuyler says it is absolutely
necessary; and the Congress have received from him the
most pressing letters on that head.

Should the Army be compelled to evacuate Canqda, it is
impossible to say what will be the consequences, or where
the mischief may end. It becomes us, therefore, as we re-
gard our country and its best interests, to ex~rt every nerve
to O'uard against so fatal an event. For thIs purpose, and
as : step of the utmost importance, I am commanded by
Congress earnestly to request you to take the most speedy
and effectual measures to co]]ect as much hard money as
possible, and to send the same to G~neral Schuyler., What-
ever sum you mar co]]ect for thIs use, you. WI]] please

to draw on me for the amount, and thc bIlls shall be
honoured.

I

The unprepared state of the Colonies on the commen?e-
ment of the war, and the almost total want of "every tlung
necessary to carry it on, are the true sources from whence
all our difficulties have proceeded. The fact, h0'Yever,
furnishes a most strikinlr proof of the weakness or WIcked-
ness of those who charge them with an original in!e~tion of
withdrawing from the Government of Great Bntmn, and
erecting an independent Empire. Had such a scheme been
formed, the most warlike preparations wou]d have been
necessary to effect it.

From the distinguished ardour and zeal of the Colony of
Massachusetts-Bay in the American canse, I am persuaded
you will pay all the attention to this request of Congress
which the importance of it demands.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient.
and very humble servant, JOHN HANCOCK,President.

[Council of ltlassaclmsetts- Bay; New- llampshire; Gover-
nour Trumbull, of Connectimt; Governour Cooke, of
Rlwde- bland. ]

.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO WILLIAM WINTHROP.

Philadelphia, A p..il 30, 1776.

8m: The Honourable James Warren having resigned his
commission as Paymaster-General, the Congress have be~n
pleased to appoint William Palfrey, Esquire, to succeed hl~
in that Department. I am, therefom, to request y.ou wIll
iJIlUlediately deliver tQ him a]] the cash and papers III your

possession belonging to the office; and am, sir, your most
obedient and very humble servant, .

JOlIN HANCOCK, President.

To William Winthrop, Esquire.

1>URlNE COMMITTEE TO COMMODORE HOPKINS.

In Marine Committee, Philadelphia, April, 1776.

SIR: As it is essentially necessary for promoting the ser-
vice that fLl]]and speedy information of the state and con-
dition of the enemy's fleet in the diffcrent parts of America
should be communicated to you, from whcnce you may be
the bettcr enabled to act with vigour and success in your
naval department, we therefore write to .acqu~int YO~lt1.1at,
from the best information, the force in Vlrg1.lua at tlus tIme
consists of the Liverpool fi.jcrate,Captain Bellmv, of twenty-
eight guns; the Otter s1oc~p, Captain Squires, o~ sixteen
guns; tbe William, an armed ship of t:n gl~ns, wIth Lord
Dunmore; the Erlbeck, a large store-shIp, wIth. some small
guns. It is said and believed that both the Lwerpool an.d
Otter are exceedingly weak from thc want of hands, theIr
men bcing chiefly employed on board.a number of sma]]
tenders fitted out by Lord Dunmore to dIstress the ~rade on
the coast of Virginia and Bay of Chesapeake. IlIs Lord-
ship has now between one hundred and one hundr~d and
fifty sail of vessels, great and small, the most of winch ~re
prizes, and many of them valuable; these, so far from bemg
any addition in point of strengdl, will .rather weaken the
men-of-war whose bands are employed m the small vessels.
The force ~t Wilmington, in North-Carolina, you will ob-
serve by the enclosed extracts of letters.

.Whetber you have formed any expedition or not, tbe
execution of which will interfere with an attempt upon
either or both of the above fleets, we cannot determine;
but if that should not be the case, there is no service, from
the present appearance of things, in which you could bet.tur
promote the interes~ of ~Oll eountry:, than ~.y t~l~ destructIon
of the enemy's fleet In ~orth- Carolwa or Vzrg~nw ; for as ~!i()
seat of war will most probab]y he transfi~rred III the ensUIng
campaiO'n to the Southern Colonies, such a manO?uvre, at-
tended ~\'ith success, wiJI disconcert, or at least retard, their
military operations for a length of til?e, gi~e spiri.t to Ot~r
friends, and afford tbem an opportulllty of Improvmg theIr
preparations for resistance. These reasons, si~, ad~ed to
your known spirit and inclination to serve Amenca, will, we
make no doubt, sufficiently weigh with you to undertake
that service.

The Roebuck, Captain llammond, of fort)' guns, is now
in Lewistown Road. You wi]] observe by tbe papers that
Captain Barry, in the Brigantine Lexington, has taken an
armed tender with twenty-five picked men, commanded by
a Lieutenant of the Liverpool; which is a loss they cannot
easily provide for-the want of men. Should you COme to
tbe southward and determine to go into the Chesapeake, ad-
vise liS of the time of your sailing, that orders may be giv~n
to the different armed vessels on the coast, as also to those III
the Chesapeake, and the .Commander-in-Chief in Vi~ginia,
to co-operate witb you in the att,lCk. As ,You were dlre~ted
by a former instruction in case you determme to proceed Into
Chesapeake Bay, "th~t you should d(:sp~tch ~ s\vift-sailing
vessel to reconnoitre the coast, and gam mte1llgence of tho
strength of the enemy," we now remind you of that instruc-
tion, and desire you would send a vessel for that purpose
from the fleet.

\Vishing you success, we are, sir, with esteem, your most
obedient servants,

JOHN HANCOCK,

STEPHBN HOPKINs,

JOSBPH HUGHES,

R. ALEXANDBR,

To Commodore Hopkins.

GEORGB RF.ED,
RICHARD HENRV LEE,
SA1\IUEI. HUNTINGTON,
JONATHAN D. SERGEAN'J;.

TO THB FREEHO{.DERS AND ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF
. PHILADELPHIA.

My FELLOW-CITIZENS: I did expect that those innova-
tors who for a few weeks past, have been attempting to
bring ab~ut a revolution in the. happy. Constitutio~ of thi5
Province, would have been satisfied wIth decla:ma~lon, and
relied upon the artful performances they have publIshed, to
cQnvince the judgmeDt of the respectable freeholders and
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electors of this city that their measures are desirable. But, better. But the Boroughs in England, those sinks of <;01'-
alas! they themselves are afraid to trust to their arguments; ruption, that rotten part of the British Constitution, are to'
they know their fallacy; they kn0'7' that their ~Iot i~ so be used as a precedent for the free. State.s of .America.,
thinly covered that meh of reflectIOn and consllieratIon, "Burgesses were elected by every resIdent mhabltant who
men who have lived under the gefterous plan of liberty, paid his shot and bore his lot; this I will affirm is the an..
which has been handed down by our forefathers for any cient free Constitution, which every honest man will ventUre'
lenrrth of time, are not to be gulled into their visionary his blood to restore." These are our author's words. Now
sch~me; and are now, by a bold stroke, attempting to take these Burgesses are the Representatives of those venal BO:",
the election of four members for this city out of the hands roughs in England, against which every honest man now so'
of thc lawful electors, and give to a new set of men the justly complains. At their first institution they were allowed
only privilege which subjects can rely on as a security for to send members to Parliament to represent the trading part
their liberty. of the Kingdom, as the Knights of the Shires represented

. I need not tell you that the piece I have in my view is the farmers, who were freeholders; but tl?e very doctrine
that signed An Elector; a piece, give me leave to say, our author holds up rendered them the servile tools they are
that contains treason-the worst of treason-treason against at present. Every resident was allowed to vote, whether
the Constitution. The scope of this performance is, to de- he had property or not; the majority (being men of little or
stroy the right of election; for if every stickler for depcn- no property) were, in a course of time, easily brought to part
dancy on Great Britain IS to be kept far fi'Om our Councils, with their votes to acquire a little property; and this put
I will undertake to say that two-thirds at least of the elec- their votes in the power of one or two men of property,
tors of this city will lose their voices. Conscious of this, who bought them in order to sell them at an advanced
they want to deprive them of their votes, and give the power price to the candidates. The Ministry in a course of time
to those only who have already fixed their sentiments in became the principal purchasers, and now engross the whole
favour of independence, without regard to their age, condi- race of Borough-jobbers; and hence arises their power to
tion, or their knowledge of our Constitution. We well attempt to enslave us. The wise Pennsylvania Legislator,
know that a great number of the Associatol'S in this city are seeing these blemishes in the English Constitution, guarded
minors and apprentices, a great number of them new men against them by his Charter to this Province; he fixed the
lately arrived among m, who know not the happy form of qualifications of electors to such a standard as secures us
the Government of Pemisylvam:a; yet these are the persons from bribery, by excluding necessitous poor from a vote,
who are to elect Representatives for this city to guard the who, perhaps, might be induced to part with it for a mess of
Constitution against invaders. Our author supposes, and pottage, and at the same time allows every man to exercise
perhaps truly, that such men, if they are permitted to vote, that right who is so little devated as to be owner of pro-
will be easily influenced to vote for that party who raise perty to the value of firty pounds. This generous plan of
them to consequence by giving them the rights of citizens Government, which has set the name of Penn 011a footing
before the law and Constitution of the Province entitle with Solon and Lycllrgus, is now to be laid waste, to let in
them; and men thus rewarded beforehand for the part the ambitious, Republican schemes of a set of men ",-horn
they are to act, are the only persons who can be relied on nobody knows.
to carry their point. Permit me, my fellow-citizens, to warn you against the

This writer impudently takes it K>rgranted that all men arts of these men. They are attempting to hurry you into a
who oppose the scheme of Independence are advocates for scene of anarchy; their scheme of Independence is vision a-
absolute tyranny. Were this oneo proved, as it has been ry; they know not themselves what they mean by it. "Ye
often asserted, the contest would be at an end, and we are already, to every necessary purpose, independent of
should all unite in hand and heart for their beloved Utopian Great Britain, and are now fighting to secure good terms
plan; but it never has, it never can be proved. The op- of reconciliation. If we continue upon this ground, Great
posers of Independence in every publick body, fi'om the Britain will soon be brought to reason, and our liberty be
Congress downwards, and in the mass of the people, are established on the most lasting foundation. If, on the other
the true 'Whigs, who are for preserving the Constitution, as hand, we should leap in the dark, and declare to the world
well against the secret machinations of ambitious innovators that we will have no connection with Great Britain, what
as against the open attacks of the British Parliament; they do we get by it? Will it frighten Great Britain into ollr
are the men who first set on foot the present opposition, and terms? It will not. Will it secure us any foreign assis-
who, I trust, will, if they are permitted to go on, bring it to tance ? We know not that it will, but have every reason
a happy condusion. to think the contrary. Will it strengthen the hands of our

In the second paragraph, this writer discovers the true friends in England, and our advocates in the Parliament?
motives of his party: He teJls us "the idea of a Crown is Alas l it will have direct]y the contrary effect; it will unite
rendered detestable to the whole 'Western 'World." What a the whole force of Great Britain and Ireland against us-
daring falsehood is this! When have the "Yestern 'World a force that has hitherto been much divided, from an opinion
authorized you, Mr. Elector, thus to speak their sentiments? that we only seek peace, liberty, and safety, in a constitu-
Do you not know that you stand contradicted by the voice tional connection with Great Britain. Will it lessen the
of the Representatives of all those Colonies who have yet influence and weaken the hands of the Ministry? No, but
spoken their minds upon the subject? Is there one Colony the reverse; it will confirm the unjust, the untrue reflections
whose Representatives, either in Assembly or in Convention, cast upon us by the Ministerial hirelings, that we took up the
have taken upon them to instruct their Delegates to favour sword to establish an independent Empire, and will proba-
the whim of Independcnce and a Republick? You know bly save them from destruction. They deceived the Par-
there is not. liament by such information into the present unnatural war;

Weare told in the last paragraph that a preclusion of all and if they do not make good that information, they must faU
men below the estate of fifty pounds from voting seems a sacrifice to the resentment of a: deceived, enraged nation;
peculiar to this city alone. From this hint I collect that but if we can be driven into a declaration of it, (whether
the writer has deceived you - in caJling himself an Elector. by Ministerial influence or Republican ambitious partisans,
What elector in this city can be found that is so ignorant of 'is of no consequence,) the foresight of the Ministry will be
our Constitution? There is not a man in the Province who applauded, and they supported in their unjust measures.
speaks English but knows that tbis circumstance is not only Indeed, it is so much the interest of the Ministry to procure
not pecLlliar to thls city, but universal throughout the Pro- a declaration of Independence, that I cannot help suspect-
vince, and not this.Pro~'ince only, but the Delaware Govern- ing that it is countenanced by their hirelings, and took its
ment and Maryland. In New-Jersey none but a freeholder first rise from their influcnce. Did we know who were the
has a right to vote for Representatives; and when a Conven- first broachers of the doctrine here, it would be worth while
tiar! was lately chosen to represent that Province, the people to inquire into their connections in England, and we might
who were not freeholders complained that they were ex- probably find that the wheel so violently turned here has
cluded, and demanded to be admitted to that right upon some secret connection with the Ministerial machine at
"the terms of the free Constitution of Pennsylvania." Their home.
demand was thought reasonable, and granted, and they Suffer not yourselves, therefore, to be either cajoled or
remain perfectly satisfied. Surely thou mllst be a stranger frightened out of your Charter liberties and privileges.
in this Province, or thou wouldst have known its Constitution Exert yourselves in the choice of men whom you know

'Ii'
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to have the publick good at heart; and give every coun.te-
nance and support to the officers who conduct the electIon
in preserving the Constitution inviolate; so shaH ye be in-
strumental in preserving your country, and have the plea-
,sure of enjoying liberty while you live, and transmitting it
;to the latest posterity.

CIVIS.
Philadelphia, April 30, 1776.

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA.

A tradesman being asked why the principal merchants
and <Tentlemen in Philadelphia were so much against Inde-
pend~ncy, replied: The gentlemen are chiefly of a certain
connection, which speaks for itself, and may be properly
called the family compact of Pennsylvania; and our great
merchants are principally those who have gotten the whole
trade into their hands, and, in consequence, are making im-
mense fortunes at the expense of the People. None but
capital houses dare now risk a trade. These great mer-
chants, therefore, buy our produce cheap, and set what
price they please on the goods they import. If affairs con-
tinue any time in their present condition, they will have the
whole wealth of the Province in their hands, and then the
people will be nearly in the condition that the East-India
Company reduced the poor natives of Bengal to; whereas,
were Independence declared, so that the Powers of Europe
could tell Great Britain that they did not trade with Rebel
subjects, they would push in as quick as possible, and strive
which should secure the greatest trade to themselves. This
would soon bring down the price of goods at present so
much complained of, put an end to their monopolizing
schemes, and destroy their present prospect of making enor-
mous estates at our expense. Their golden harvests would
then be at an end, and all ranks and conditions would come
in for their just share of the wealth which would flow in
upon us from all quarters. Would you have men, says he,
to be for Independency, who gain as much upon one ship's
cargo now, as they did formerly by ten, purely because In-
dependency is not declared? What is the ruin of their
country to men who make from fifteen to twenty thousand
pounds per month profit? They will rise, let who will
fall. This is the connection which Cato boasts of. Some
few there are, I agree, who value no private interest when
their country is at stake; but they make no part of this com-
bination. Above ninety of these merchants, having drawn
in a few of our friends, who saw not their designs of de-
stroying the influence of patriotick Committees, sent in a
most insulting Remonstrance to our Committee of Inspec-
!ion, denying their power, and refusing to submit to their
-decisions, merely because they attempted to moderate the
extravagant price of their goods, and keep them within
such limits as would enable the common people to pur-
chase what they wanted. One of this junto, combined
aaainst North-America, declared that he would shed blood
b~fore Independency should take place. Another, in a pub-
lick company, said there was a large number of the first
men on the Continent who would publickly declare against
the Congress, and oppose them as soon as they declared for
Independency. A third said, he would submit to the claims
of Parliament rather than see these Colonies independent;
and a fourth, when told there was not the least prospect of
Great Britain accepting any other terms than absolute sub-
mission, and the giving up a number of our principal patriots
to the halter, replied, "Well, and if they have committed
crimes against the State deserving of death, why should
they not suffer?", Some of these are at the head of the party
that oppose Independency, and these are the terms they ex-
pect to bring us to. They have been repeatedly caJJed upon
to declare what are the terms of reconciliation which they
will accept, and the arguments to support its propriety. But
they evade the matter. And as to arguments, they have
something more substantial in view; they have the certain
prospect of rising on the ruins of their country. Here is the
true cause of their opposition.

This appears to me to deserve the publick notice. And
if such a Remonstrance as is above hinted at, has been
handed to the Committee of Inspection, I hope they will
publish it, with the names of the signers affixed to it, that
the people may know who are their friends, and who are
,against them.

Philadelphia, April 30, 1776.

TO THE ELECTORS AND FREEHOLDERS OF THE CIT\' OF
PHILADELPHIA.

FRIENDS ANDFELLOW-CITIZENS: A late law of this Pro-
vince having appointed the election of four additional Mem-
bers of Assembly for this city, to be held to-morrow, and
the choice of fit persons for this trust being a matter of the
highest importance, it has been thought proper, in a brief
and plain way, to submit a few things to your serious con-
sideration on this great occasion.

The chief blessings which a People can enjoy under a
free Govemment, depend upon a fair and equal representa-
tion; the having frequent elections of those to whom they
consign the care of their rights; and holding these elections
in such a way, that every person entitled by law to a vote
may exercise that most valuable of aJJ privileges, agreeable
to his own reason and conscience, without being overawed
by the threats of power or party.

The late law has provided for the first of these three
things, viz: a more equal representation. And our prudent
ancestors, in their former laws, by the method of baJJot, have
provided for the two latter in such a way as hath rendered
our Constitution the admiration of all our neighbours. But
the hest laws are of no signification, if a People become in-
sensible of their value. or inattentive to their execution.
The office of a Burge~s for the City of Philadelphia is as
great and honourable a trust as can fall to the share of any
freeman of Pennsylvania; and yet a stranger, who had ob-
served what a small proportion of the electors of this city
have thought it worth their while to step from their houses
to give a vote, in some late instances, would imagine either
that we hold this privi!ege at a cheap rate, or that we have
nothing at stake in our Representatives; and this neglect
has lately been construed against us, by an anonymous
writer, into a tacit approbation of new doctrines, by no
means agreeable to the general sense of the good people of
this city.

A question has lately been started, which has greatly
changed our political ground, and has driven all our little
distinction of parties entirely out of sight. It is, whether
united, as heretofore, we shall continue our resistance to all
oppressive Ministry till we can bring vengeance on their
heads, and open the door for renewing our happy connec-
tion with the People of Great Britain; 01.whether, without
waiting to know clearly whether this be possible or not, we
shall, by our own act, shut the door against reconciliation,
immediately declare ourselves a separate people, and run
the risk of all the evi!s which may follow.

Upon one side of the qUeition, we have every publick
declaration of the Continent; the avowed design of our
taking arms into our hands; the ardent desire of multitudes
of good men deeply interested in the consequences; the
sense of this Province, uniformly expressed from the be-
ginning; and of some neighbouring Provinces, just renewed
in their latest transactions. On the other side, we have the
publication of nameless writers, setting themselves up in op-
position to publick bodies, striving to inflame the passions,
and lead us on to schemes of dangerous and uncertain event,
wholly inconsistent with our original purposes.

If peace can be obtained upon safe terms, no good man
can think, without hOITour,upon the pursuit of new schemes
which present nothing to us but a long stoppage of our trade
and commerce, an immense increase of our taxes, changes
in our civil Governments, the consequent uncertain situation
of our lives and properties, the ruin of families, intestine
divisions, and all the calamities attendant upon civil war.
There is t.his essential difference between a declaration of
Independence, as it hath been called, and the continuing
our defence upon the pl'esent foundation: in the one case,
a conviction of her error, on the part of Great Britain, may
restore peace and tranquillity; in the other, we leave no
room for such a conviction to operate in our favour. On
the contrary, the tools of power will strive to verify their
predictions, that we were aiming at a separation from the
beginning. They will thereby seek to raise the indignatipn
of the world against us, and to unite the whole British Na-
tion in a fixed enmity. They will exert every engine to
defeat our schemes, and practise every art, in every Court
in Europe, to injure our credit.

As prudence and regard to ourselves can never direct us
to give an enemy such an advantage, or to pursue such a
conduct till the last extremity, it becomes one of the most
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weighty concerns that ever employed our attention, to be
careful what sort of men we intrust with the conduct of our
affairs during the ensuing five months; in which time we
shall probably be able to judge whether reconciliation be
yet possible. If violent men, who have predetermined this
great question, should be our choice, the guilt of every rash
measure, into which we may be hurried, will lie at our own
door. But if the majority of voices shall be given to those
who are known to be firm in the defence of Ameman rights,
friends to the Constitution of this Province, visibly interested
in its prosperity, and, at the same time, desirous of peace
upon honourable terms-everything will be safe in their
hands. If the fatal necessity should evidently arise which
will justify new declarations and a change of measures, such
men will never dissent from the general voice of their con-
stituents.*

Upon this single consideration, the matter now rests. All
other distinctions are vain and trifling. Let unnecessary
heats be avoided, and every man give his voice, according
to his conscience, with that freedom which ought to distin-
guish a people in the exercise of one of their most sacred
rights, under the sanction of the best laws. This is not a
time either for timidity 01' rashness; and threats or abuse will
only disgrace those that make use of them. In this light, a
most daring publication is to be considered, which has just
appeared over the signature of An Elector. At a time
when all ArMrica is contending, among other things, for the
Charter rights of one of the Provinces, he calls upon the
people of this city to trample the Charter of this Colony
under their feet; to act upon a novel system; to pay no
regard to the legal qualification of voters; not to those
sacred laws by which every man, who becomes a citizen of

.Jlpril 1st, 1776.-About three o'clock, went to Jame8 Cannon'8;
spent good part of this afternoon and evening, till eight o'clock. there,
in conversation with Thomas Paine, Dr. Yonng, .Tames Thgdon, and
Timothy ~'I£atlack; came away about eight o'clock, by the cry of
"fire ;" went home; them~e up town, where the whole malt.house and
new front-house of Robert Hare was in flames; went with Colonel Ro-
herdean to the Powder-Magazine, where a number of us attended with
an engine, which played upon tae Magazine, and other buildings adja-
cent, for fear of sparks.

5th.-Dined at home with Ja'Mes Cannon; we then went to Paine'8 ;
t;tayed some time; thence, Cannon and I went to Dr. Yonng' 8; not at
home; we went up to Kensington; found him and several friends there,
at work on board the frigate building by Messrs. Eyre; we joined them
in assisting what we could, till night; then came home.

6th.-Near two o'clock, set off for Kensington, in order to assist, with
a number of fellow-citizens, in getting the lower-deck beams on board
the frigate building by Messrs. Eyre. I presume there came not short of
one hundred, who stayed till they were all put on board-in which were
included three parts of the Light-Infantry, of First Battalion, who came
in warlike array; came away just at dark.

9th.-Near sevl'n o'clock, went to Committee-room, at Philosophical
Hall; came away before ten; at which meeting, Town8end Spilceman
attending, owned he refused and could not take the Continental money;
he refusing to appeal, his case was ordered to be published.

. Ilth.-After dinner, went to Kensington, where a number of inhabi-
tants met, in order to assist in getting the lower-deck beams in the ship
that was building for man-of-war, by Brnce (5 Co.

16th.-News confirmed of our fleet's arrival at New-London, and
of the arrival of General Washington at j\<-ew-York; some particulars,
see in Evening Post, No. 193. Near seven o'clock, went to Commit-
tee-room, atPhil080phical }fall; came home past ten; great debate about
rescinding the price! some ~ime past affixed to sundry articles by the
Committee. This debate arose from a Remonstrance now presented by
tiundry citizens.

I8th.-Near l!even o'clock, went to Committee-room, at PTdl080jJhical
Hall, (called hy summons,) where the rights Ilnd powers of the Commit-
tee were discussed, and proved to be invested iu them by the votes of
Congress, and the call and nomination of the people at large; and that
the regulations they had entered into were well founded; yet, in order to
promote peace and harmony at this time, a vote was passed, (contrary
to my approbation and that of many others present,) that a remon,trance
be sent to CORgress, requesting them to explain some former resolves. A
Committee was appointed for th"t purpose, to draft it, and' bring it to the
next meeting for approbation. At this meeting, after Committee was
over, many stayed, and appointed sixteen members present to confer with
the Committee of Privates, and the Patriotick Society, respecting the
candidates for Burgesses, on the 1st of ~'I£ay next. Agreed to meet to.
morrow evening.

I9th.-Near seven o'clock, went to William Thorn'8 School-room,
Videll's .JJlley. Met a number of persons appointed to consult upon
persons proper to be returned as four Burgesses from this city, on the 1st
of May. Came away past nine o'clock, having adjourned to seven
o:clock to-morrow evening, at same place. I was chosen Chairman;
Jame8 Cannon, Secretary,

20th.-Went thence to Jame8 Cannon'8. Past seven o'clock, went
with him to William Tfwrn'6 School-room, as by appointment last night.
Came away about ten o'clock.

2lst.-Many, I understand, were the private meetings of those c,illed
Moderate-men, (or those who are for reconciliation with G,'eat Britain
upon the best teT/ns she will give us, but by all means to be reconciled to
or with her,) in order to consult and have such men c~rried for Bur-

PMladel:phia, has agreed to be bound. Thi~ would be
giving a fatal stab to our liberties, and may teach us what
we are to expect should we suffer men professing such
principles to get the direction of our affairs.

Philadelphia, April 30, 1716.

DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER TO CHARLES CARROLL.
Philadelphia, April 30, 1776.

DEAR SIR: To-morrow will determine the question of
Dependance and Independence, in this city, by the election
of four additional members of Assembly. It will, from what
I can learn, be carried in mvour of the former, if there is not
a division in the party about their men. It is expected tha~
the contest will not end without blows.

I have been present at two meetings of our Delegates,
(the last I am but this moment returned from,) to consult
upon the principal points to be discussed in Convention, and
the Delegates to attend. There will be another meeting this
evening or to-morrow, when they will be finished and agreed
upon. I believe Mr. Goldsborough arid Mr. Johnson will
be the Delegates. The points as to the Governour's stay-
ing, and representation, will be determined, I think, as you
and my brethren would wish, with the latitude of being
varied by the Convention, as circumstances may cast up.

I shall be happy if my poor endeavours here have or shall
be instrumental towards the reconciliation of the two Shores,
and settling those two material points, as it will be the means
of obtaining forgiveness from my brethren for my abrupt
departure from Annapolis. You must be my advocate. It
was a maddened fit that came upon me; and it appeared to
me, from a previous question or two, that, if I had asked leave

gesses at the election, (Ist of Jlfay,) as will be sure to promote, to ac-
cept, and adopt all su"h measures. These are the schemes that are now
ardently pursued by those men.

23d.-Near eight o'clock, I went, with J. B. Smith, to Colonel Han-
cock's, to dclivera Remonstrance from the Committee t(l Congress, we
being appointed for that servke; the which he received very politely,
and promised to perform and favour us with the result of Congress
thereon.

25th.- Went to Jacob Scft/'iner'8; met sundry persons there; went
thence to the sign of" Rotterdam," in Third-6Ireet; stayed till the ticket
was settled for Inspectors, and three persons to put into practice the re-
solve of Assembly for disarming ~on-Associators; then"e to meet the
Committee at TYilliam Tho,'n's School-room, where we conclude.1 and
fixed the tkket for four Burgesses. viz: Ge01-ge Clymer, Colonel Rober-
dean, O,ven Biddle, and Prederick Kuh!; but to be kept a secret from
the puhlick till after our next meeting, on Second Day night, at that
place, at seven o'clock.

27th.-Past two o'clock, went to Ken8ington, where a numher of per-
sons (not much short of one hundred and fifty) were colle"ted, in order
to get the upper-deck beams into both the frigates building there. The
same was completed, without any accident happening, by six o'clock in
the evening. I then came away with Pl'ede,'ick Kuhl, Jame8 David80n,
and James Cannon, to whose house I went, and drank coffee.

28th.-After supper, J08eph Lecond and myself tOGk a walk down to
Plumstead's wharf, in order to see what readiness the two ships-of-war
were in, as they were under sailing orders, occasioned by an express
that arrived about three o'clock this afternoon, who left Lewi8town about.
six o'clock last night, $ent by land from Henry Fi8her, giving an account
that the man-of-war the Roebuck:, pursuing a vessel, had, that afternoon,
run ashore on the Brandywine [ShoaI8,] and was then, to appearance,
fast. The vesscls were nigh ready, as we learned, and would .ail in tb.e
morning.

~"'£ay I8t.--At nine o'clock, A. M., went to TVilliam Thorn'8 School.
room, by appointment; from thence to my son's; thence to Coffee-House,
and so home; from there down to Draw-bridge; thence to the State-
House; stayed till one o'clock; went in company with Thomas Paine,
and diued at son Christopher's; went hack to the State-House; engaged
till past five o'clo"k; then went with Jame8 Cannon to his house; drank
coffee there; then we returned to the State-House; stayed till eight
o'clo"k; then I came home, ate supper, and went back; stayed till past
ten o'clock, the Sheriff haviug proclaimed to close the poll in half an
hour. This has been one of the sharpest contests, yet peaceable, that
has been for a number of years, except some small disturbance among
the Dutch, o"casioned by some unwarrantable expressions of JosejJh
Sw((t, viz: That except they were naturalized, they had no more right
to a vote than a Negro or an Indian. And, alOio,past six: o'cJoek, tha
Sheriff, without any notice to the publick, closed the poI!, and adjourned
till nine o'clock to-morrow, and shut the doors. This alarmed the peo-
ple, who immediately resented it-flew to the Sheriff and to the doors,
and obliged him again to open the doors, and continue the poll till the
time above prefixed. I think it may he said with propriety, that the
Quaker6, PaPist8, Church, .JJllen family, with all the Proprietary party,
were never, seemingly, so happily united as at this election, notwith-
standing Friend8' former protestation and declaration, of never joining
with that party, since the cJub or knack-down election. "Oh! tell it not
in Gath, nor publish it in the streets of .JJskalon," how the Testimony
is trampled UPO!\."

About midnight, casting up the poll, it turned out thus, viz: Samuel
Howell, 941; .JJndrew .lJllen, 923; George Clymer, 923; Jllexander
Wilcox, 921 ; Thomas Willing, 911; F,'ederick Knhl, 904; Owen Bid-

dle, 903; and Dauir:l IJoberdeau, 890,-.'I£at'8hall.
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in form, I should not just then have obtained it, though it had
been afTreed before that, so soon as there \vas a full Council,
I migh~ go where I pleased. My health required a jaunt,
and I found considerable relief whilst on my journey; but
my fTiddiness has again returned, and I must set out for 1Ua-
,'!/la~d as soon as I possibly can.

I have, I think, almost brought R. II. L. to shame. He
has the impudence and assurance of the devil. I-Ie at first
justified Purviance, and denied that General Lee had di-
reeted the Governour to be seized; and brought his brother
Prank to p]edrre his honour that the filet was not so. I con-
cealed from th~m that I had a copy of the General's letter
in my poeket, nor do they yet know I have it. I shall this
day show it to some gentlemen that were present \\ hen they
roundly asserted and assured me that I had been misinformed.
Colonelllarrison has written to his friends in the Commit-
tee of Safety of Virginia, that they must apologize to ou~
Council for the insult. Weare highly applauded, in this
city, for our spirited eon duct in the late conspiracy, for such
I must term it.

Adieu. My best' respects to my brethren, whom I bope
to see on Sunday in Annapolis.

Yours, sineerely and affectionately,
DANIEl, 'OF ST. THo:\JAS JENIFER.

To tbe Honourable the Council of Safety of il1aryland.

P. S. I bave written in the greatest hurry.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO THE NEW-YORK cmUIITTEE OF
SAFETY.

New-Y ork, April 30, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN: I perC'eive by the tenour of your favour of
yesterday, that my letter ~f the 25th has g,iven um~rage,
whieh I am sorry for, as It was not most distantly m my
ideas to give any.

Three things led me to suspect that the lfew- York Bat-
talions were not upon the same establishment of the other
Continental troops: current report, an implied exception
in the order for detaching six more battalions to Canada,
and that part of your letter signifying that fiJUrof these hat-
talions were to be raised under your immediate direction;
which intimation, coming in corroboration of the two first
reasons, (for I never had any infommtion of this matter from
Congress,) led me to believe th~t you inte?ded it as a f?en-
tee! hint that I was not to consider them m the same hgtlt
I did the others. It was not to be wondered at, therefore,
that I should wish to know the extent of my authority over
them, that my conduct might be regulated thereby; or, that
I should be so solicitous in arming regiments raised for local
purposes as those for the general service, when the latter are
also greatly deficient in this essential point. These were the
ideas that filled my mind at the time of writing. If the ex-

,treme hurry, occasioned by a variety of business which is
continually pressing upon me, clouded the meaning I wished
to convey, I can only add that it never was, and I hope
never will be, my intention to give unproroked ofil~nce. Of
this your Committee may be once for all assured, that it is
my earnest wish to co-operate with them in every measure
which can conduce to the general good; and that if I should
at any time differ with them in the means, I shall feel my
share of the concern; being, with respect, gentlemen, your
most obedient, humble servant,

GEORGE 'V ASHINGTON.

To the Committee of Safety at Ncw- York.

GENERAL WASHINGTO::'< TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 2, 1176, and referred to the Committee on the Eastern
Department.]

New-York, Aprit 30, 1776.

SIR: I mean through you, sir, to do myself the honour of
laying befQre Congress a copy of an address transmitted
them some time ago by the Assembly of Rhode-Island, which
Governour Cooke fa,'oured me with in the month of Janu-
m'y, at ihe same time requesting me to interest myself in
procuring a body of forces on the Continental establishment
tor the defence of that Colony. I doubt not but the address,
and subject of it, have had the attention and consideration
of Congress before now; but if they ha,-e not decided upon
the matter, I would beg leave to mention that I have made

inquiry into the situation and condition of the Colony, and
find it to be as stated in the address; and with aU deference
to the opinion of Congress, conceive it highly necessary and
expedient that they should adopt some measures for reliev-
ing their distress, and granting the aid prayed for. The im-
pOJ'tance of it in the chain of union; its extensive sea-coast,
affording harbours for our shipping and vessels, at the same
time exposing and subjecting the inhabitants to the ravages
and depredations of our enemies; the zeal and attachment
which it has shown, and whieh still actuates it toward the
common cause; their incapacity to pay a sufficient number
of men for its defence, should they be able to fumish them
after so many engaged in other services; these, and many
other reasons which are too obvious to mention, plead pow~
erfulJy for the notice and attention of Congress, and seem
to me to claim their support.

Having thus stated the matter to Congress for their con-
sideration, agreeable to my promise to Govemaur Cooke
when I had the honour of seeing him in my way here, I shall
leave it with them, not doubting but they \>;11duly weigh its
importanee, and give such assistance as they may think rea..
son able and just. 'What they chiefly wish for is, that the
troops they have raised may be taken into Continental pay,
and commanding officers be appointed by Congress.

I have the honour to be, with much regard, sir, your most
humble servant, G WEORGE ASHINGTON.

To the Honourable John lIar/cock, Esq., President of Con..
gress.

Pro,'idence, January 15, 1776.

We', the General Assembly of the English Colony of
Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations, beg leave to re..
present to you the state and condition of said Colony, and
to request stich assistance as our situation and the welfare
of the United Colonies shall appear to require.

Soon after the conclusion of the late glorious war, in the
successes of which the Colonies had so considerable a share,
we were alarmed with divers acts of the British Parliament,
strongly indicating a design to divest the Colonies of those
rights which arc essential to the freedom of a People, and
which they had enj0yed, with but few innovations, from their
first settlement. The Act passed in 1765 for levying stamp
duties in America, and many subsequent Acts, manifested
that design so clearly as to leave no room for a doubt. This
Colony, ever tenacious of its liberties, zealously took a part
in all the common measures entered into for the common
saf,~ty.

'Vhm at length the :Ministerial troops, by the attacks at
Lexington and Concord, had reduced us to the neeessity of
immediately taking up arms, or submitting to a slavery which,
at the distance we are placed from the seat of the power to
be exercised over us, must be the most absolute and terrible
that we ean form an idea of, this Colony, notwithstanding
its exposed situation; did not hesitate; it did not wait for the
example of more powerfill Colonies; but, conforming itself
to the spirit of the resolutions of the honourable the Conti..
nental Congress for 1774, ordered a body of men to be
raised and marched to the encampment near Boston.

Unfortunately for the inhabitants, this Colony is scarcely
anything but a line of sea-coast. From Providence to Point
Judith, and from thence to Pawcatu£k River, is near eighty
miles. On the east side of the bay, from Providence to Se-

.

conet Point, and including the cast side of Seconet until it
meets the ]}Iassachu.setts line, is about fifty miles; besides
which are the navigable rivers of Pawcatu.ck and TFll1'ren.
On the west side of the bay the Colony doth not extend
twenty miles, and on the east side not more than eight miles
Ji'om the sea-coast above described. In the Colony are also
included the folJowing Islands: Rhode-Island, about six.,
teen miles in length; Conanicllt, nine; Block-Island, nine;
Prudence, seven; and the smaller Islands Patience, lIope,
Gold-Island, and several others; all which are cultivated and
Ji'rtile, and contributed larg~y to the publick expenses. The
greater part of the above-mentioned shores are accessible to
ships-of-war.

By an exact estimate, taken in the year 1774, the whole
number of inhabitants in the Colony amounted to fifty-nine
thousand six hundred and seventy-eight. The town of New..
port cont!.lined nine thQusand two hundred and nine, was the
principal place of trade, and paid above one-sixth part of the
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publick taxes. A very considerable commerce was also
carried on from Providence; and several small towns in the
Colony were also concerned in trade' and na vigation. Ship
building was a great branch of business; in short, the inha-
bitants of the Colony derived their subsistence almost wholly
from commerce:

The convenient situation of tbis Colony for receiving sup-
plies from the other Colonies for the Continental Army near
Boston, we suppose, was the principal reason why so great a
number of the King's ships have been stationed in our bay;
we having had for above seven months past, two ships of
twenty guns, one of sixteen, a bomb ketch, and about eight
tenders, who have made prizes of more vessels belonging to
this Colony than have been lost by any other; have put
almost a total end to commerce; have committed repeated
depredations in different parts of the Colony; havc kept our
coasts constantly alarmed, and obliged the inhabitants to keep
almost continually under ;:lrms.

The once flourishing town of 1Vewport, by the loss of
trade, and consequent cessation of all business, instead of
being able to contribute to the expenses of the war, hath
been reduced to so deplorable a state, that we have been
obliged to grant money out of the general Treasury for the
support of their poor; and many of the wealthy inhabitants
have not only left the town, but the Colony. Conanicut
and Prudence, lately the scenes of the most wanton and
savage desolation and barbarity, are deserted. Nfw-Slwre-
lLam, from its situation, is rendered worse than useless to the
Colony; and, the other Islands wiJl no longer be of service
to any but the enemy.

The troops sent by this Colony to the Army near Boston,
amounted to about one thousand seven hundred, inclusive
of officers, of which two hundred and fifty are in Colonel
Arnold's detachment in Quebeck. Many have entered on
hoard the armed vessels fitted out by General .TVashington,
particularly almost every offieer and seaman in the brig com-
manded by Captain ftlartindale, unfortunately taken and
carried into Boston, belonged to this Colony; and of the
others, the greater part by far have rein listed in the Con-
.tinental service, so that very few of them have returned,
or can return. We fitted out two armed vessels for the
protection of our commerce and coasts, which carPied up-
wards of one hundred men, one of which is now at Phila-
delphia, in the Continental service, with the greater .part of
her crew.

Above a hundred men have also been inlisted for the
Continental Na\'y. We have also built and equipped two
row-galleys, to carry fifty men each. Besides these extraor-
dinary exertions, we were alarmed in October last with the
arrival of a number of transports from Boston, destined to
procure fresh provisions for tbe Ministerial Army. To pre-
vent their obtaining supplies was an object of such great im-
portance as obliged us to send a number of Minute-men
upon the several Islands to defend the stock, which created
a most enormous expense.

'When the Assembly met in November, a regiment of five
hundred men was ordered to be raised for the defence of
Rhode-Island and the other Islands; notwithstanding which
we have been obliged repeatedly to call forth our .Minute-
men. To prevent the great charge of which, we have aug-
mented the regiment, ordered to be raised in November, to
seven hundred and fifty men, exclusive of a company of ar-
tillery eonsisting of one hundred and five men, with their offi-
eel'S; and have also voted another regiment of seven hundred
and fifty men to be immediately raised and equipped; be-
sides two hundred and thirty-eight artillery-men for the ma-
nagement of thirty-four field-pieces ordered to be procured
and placed in the several towns upon the sea-coast. \Ve have
ordered sixty cannon (eighteen and twelve-pounders) to be
cast, and have already sent a vessel with a very valuable
cargo, to purchase powder and other warlike stores, and are
fitting out another, which will soon sail.

From the above representation of.our situation, exertions,
and losses, apd the depredations of the enemy, which are
not exaggerated, the exhausted state of the Colony, and its
utter inability to maintain the present force established and
voted, as well as to take any further measures to defend it-
self, will clearly appear. We need not observe to you the
great importance of Rhode-Island, or the damages that would

'be,sustainE'd by the enemy's possessing themselves thereof-
its harbours and the adjoining Narraganset Bay being great-

Iy superior to any other in America; and its convenient
situation wjth respect to the sea and the other Colonies,
making it still more important.

We therefore request that you will give the earliest atten-
tion to this address; and have no doubt that you will take
the most proper measures for defending the Colony; other-
wise Rlwde-Island, and the other Islands in the Bay, with
the surrounding sea-coast upon the Continent, must be de-
populated, and the Colony entirely ruined.

We submit the foregoing to your judicious determination;
and are, with great respect and co~fidence, your Honours'
most obedient and most humble servants.

Signed at the request and in behalf of the General As-
sembl y

N C G' ICHOLAS OOKE,OVer7/0ur.

To the Honourable the Delegates of the United Colonies
now convened in General Congress in Philadelphia.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, New-'york, April 27,1776.
(P:Jro!e, Camden.) (Countersign, Chatham.)

The riotous behaviour of some soldiers of the Continental
Arrny, yesterday, and the evening before, has filled the
General with much regret and'concern ; and lays him under
the disagreeable necessity of declaring, that if the like beha-
viour should be practised again the aL1tbors wiII be brought
to the severest punishment, jftakcn, or treated as a common
enemy if they dare to resist. Men are not to carve out
remedies for themselves. If they are injured in any respect
there are legal modes to obtain relief, and just complaints
will always be attended to and redressed. It should be the
pride of a Soldier to conduct himself in such a manner as to
obtain the applause and not the reproach of a people he is
sent to defend; and it should be the business, as it is the
duty of an Officer to inculcate and enforce this doctrine.

The honourable the Continental Congress having becn
pleased to order a Brigadier-General and six more Battalions
to be immediately sent to Canada, his Excell(~ncy directs
the Colonels or commanding officers of the Regimeilts of
Stark, Reed, 7Yayne, Irvine, Dayton, and TVinds, to pre-
pare their corps for immediate embarcation. The Quarter-
master-General will forthwith provide vessels, and the Com-
missary-Genera] provisions; and General Sullivan will order
every Regiment to embark, and sail with all convenient ex-
pedition. .

The honourable the Continental Congress, in considera-
tion of the four last-named Regiments being ordered out of
the Middle Colonies, are pleased to direct them to be put
upon the same pay with those already upon more remote
service; which pay is to commence from the first day of
.May next. .'

Colonel Stark's and Colonel Reed's Regiments to be
ready to be mustered to-morrow morning, at eight o'clock,
upon the Common, near the Park of Artillery.

All Officer.', Non-Commissioned Officers, and Soldiers, at
present absent £'om the Regiments commanded by the Co-
lonels 1Vayne, Irvine, Dayton, and Winds, are forthwith
ordered to join their respective Corps.

Colonel JJlIcDougal1's and Colonel Ritzema's Regiments
to parade on 11Ionday morning, at ten o'clock, upon the Com-
mon. to be reviewed.

fJTilliam Hains, of Captain Dcnton's Company, in Colo-
nel Ritzema's Regiment, tried at a late General Court-Mar-
tial, whereof Colonel Baldwin was President, for" Deser-
tion:" The Court finding the prisoner guilty of the charge,
do sentence him to be whipped twenty-five lashes on his
bare back. The General approves the sentence, and orders
it to be put in execution on ltlonday morning, at the head
of the Regiment.

(Parole, Mf1nchester.)

Head-Quarters, New-York, April 28, 1776.

(Countersjgn, Ponsonby.)

The Commanding Officers of Regiments and Corps are
to be careful that the men are made perfectly well acquainted
with all Orders that issue for the government of the Army;
and are not to be less diligent in enforcing obedience thereto.
Yesterday a number of Colonel Irvine's Regiment were
found in different places firing their pieces, and wasting
their ammunition, under pretence of not knowing they were
acting contrary to Orders.

The Articles of War are to be read at least once a week,
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to every Company in the Anny, that n('ither Men nor Offi-
cers may plead ignorance against any of the Rules and Re-
gulations therein contained.

Colonel Winds's and Colonel Dayton's Regiments to be
mustered on T'l.Wsday morning, at eight o'clock, upon the
Common, where the Commissary-General of Musters will
attend. The Muster-Rolls of those Regiments to be pre-
pared immediately.

Head.Quarters, l'i ew- York, April 29, 1776.
(parole, Dunning.) (Countersign, Glynn.)

The Army to be ready to encamp upon the ground
marked out by the Quartermaster-General, on Wednesday

. morning, at eight o'clock. Colonel ft'Iijflin will, upon the
application of commanding officers of Regiments and Corps,
supply the necessary tents and camp-equipage, straw, and
fire-wood. The troops are to be brigaded and encamped
in the following order: The first Brigade on the right, the
second upon the left, and the fourth in the centre; the
Regiment of Artillery in the rear of the Park of ArtiJlery,
which is to be fonned upon the ground assigned for that
purpose. The Regiments aro to be brigaded as follows, viz:

First Brigade, under the command of Brigadier-General
Heath: Learned's, Bailey's, Prescott's, Reed's, and Bald-
win's.

Second Brigade, under the command of Brigadier-Gene-
ral Spencer: Parsons's, Wyllys's, Huntington's, Arnold's,
and Ward's.

Third Brigade, under the command of Brigadier-General
Greene: Hand's, Hitchcock's, Varnum's, and Little's.

Fourth Brigade, commanded by Brigadier-General the Earl
of Stirling: Webb's, NiTon's, .McDougall's, and Ritzema's.

The Third Brigade, under Brigadier-General Greene, to
encamp upon the ground marked out upon Long-Iswnd.
The Companies of Virginia and Maryhmd Riflemen to be
included in Lord Stirling's Brigade.

As Captain Van Dyck, commanding the Grenadier Com-
pany of the City of New- York, has, by letter, acquainted
Lord Stirling that the Circular Battery, to the northwest
of this city, is now complete, and the General being informed
that the said Grenadier Company did, on the first alarm of
danger from the enemy, voluntarily undertake to erect the
said battery, and have themselves, in a most masterly and
neat manner, finished the same, the General, justly ad-

miring such an example of spirit and perseverance, and
highly esteeming a body of men possessed of the noblest
virtues of good citizens, desires his thanks to be thus publick-
ly given to the Company of Grenadiers, for this instance of
their ready compliance with his wishes.

The officers and men of Colonel Winds's Regiment to be
dismissed from the Laboratory, and prepare for embarcation.

The Regiment of Artillery are immediately to furnish a
sufficient number of men for that duty.

Colonel Prescott's Regiment are to remain in their present
encampment until further orders.

Colonel Wyllys's Regiment are to occupy the Barracks at
present possessed by Colonel ~IcDougall' s Regiment.

The Quartermaster-General, with the Field Officers of
the Regiment of ArtiHery, are, with proper assistants, to
assemble at sunrise to-morrow morning, at Bayard's Hill, to
mark out the ground for the ArtiHery Park, and for the en-
campment of the Regiment of Artillery.

Head-Quarters, New-York, April 30, 1776.
(parole, Saw.~ridge.) (Countersign, OUt'fr.)

AH Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, and Soldiers, be-
longing to any of the Regiments now in or going to Canada,
to parade to-morrow morning, at nine o'clock, in the street
opposite to General Sullivan's Quarters, near the Bowling
Green, to receive his orders.

All Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, and Soldiers,
are strictly commanded, upon no pretence whatever, to
carry anything out of their Barracks, or the houses they at
present occupy, that belongs to such Barracks or houses;
neither are they to injure the buildings within or without..
All damages wantonly done to the houses where the troops
are quartered, to be paid fi)r by the troops quartered in them.
The Commanding-Officers of Companies to deliver to Coo.
lonel Brewer, Barrackmaster, a list of the names of those
quartered in each house, his own name at the head of the
list, and the Regiment to which he belongs. Immediately
upon the troops encamping, the Quartermaster-General and
Barrackmaster to examine the condition the houses are left
in, and secure them in the best manner, and make their re..
port to the General.

Gentral Greene's Brigade to encamp to-morrow morning,
at ten o'clock, upon the ground marked out upon Long..
Island.

General Return of the Army of the UNITED COLONIES, commanded by His ExceTkncy GEORGE WASHINGTON, EJq.,
General and Commander-in':Chilf; lIead-Quarters at NEW-YORK, April 28, 1776.
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Return of the Regiments going on command to CANADA,April 28, 1776.
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REGIMENT".

COLONEL NICOLL TO GE1't""ERAI. WASHINGTON.

Fort Constitution, April 30, 1776.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUREXCELLENCY: Enclosed you have
a return of the state of the fortifications under my command;
by which you will readily see that the men in general are
very deficient in arms, and more especiaHy the standing
companies. I think it wonld be pl1Ident to have them
armed as soon as possible, as there are many disaffected
persons in the adjacent Counties of Westchester and Dutchess,
who, in case of an attack at New- York, (if they knew our
weakness,) might attempt to take the ganisons by surprise.
I have been informed that one Captain }}lenos, a half-pay
officer from Dutchess County, has gone off, about the,20th in-
stant, with forty men, supposed to join the Ministerial Army.

There is no ammunition at Fort .Montgomery for small
arms, but one quarter-cask of powder, and fiwty-eight
pounds of musket balls, which I got of the Commissioners ;
and they produced instructions from Congress not to let any
of the powder be made use of without their further order;
but as there was a necessity for it, I prevailed with them to
let it go. I have given orders to Lieutenant &ephens (of
the artillery) to have it made up into cartridges for the use
of that garrison. Gun-flints we are destitute of. No phy-
sician has been ordered here yet, and a number of the men
in garrison are sick and lame, and cannot have proper
means used for their recovery.

The time for which one of the Minute-Companies, now
at this fortress, is inlisted, will expire in about fifteen days.
1f your Excellency thinks it proper more should be called
in, 1 should be glad of an order for that purpose as soon as
possible. In the mean time you may rest assured, sir, that
nothing shall be wanting on my part to secure the different
posts under my command; and for that purpose the work
shall be forwarded to the utmost of my power.

I am, with the greatest esteem, your ExceUency's most
obedient and very humble servant,

ISAAc NICOLL, Co.mmanding Officer.

To His ExeeJlency Georfie Washington, Esq., Commander-
in-Chief of the Contmental Army, at Head-Quarters,
New- York.
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HOR:"TI~ GATES, AdJuta'nt-Generd

small redoubt, should be erected on the high rock, between
the Gravel-llills and the other works to the westward, in
order to kE'ep open the communication between both, and
cover the Gravel-llill. A block -house, we judged, would be
expensive; so are about a redoubt of four cannon, to be built
of those large pieces of timber which had been ordered by
Romans, and which we have no other use for at present, 6l1ed
in with earth. This eminence on the rock, Engineer Smith,
and every gentleman of the Continental Congress and offi-
cers of the Am1Y who have come here, have always point-
ed out to us to be fortified. Four guns here, with fourteen
on the Gravel-Hill, will make out the eighteen ordered by
the Continental Congress. The necessity of having the
battery on the Gravel-Hill as well taken care of in winter
as summer, arises from our being surrounded with a number
of di~affected people, who might, in one hour, at night, de-
stoy It.

Weare obliged to you for the information respecting our
accounts, and flatter ourselves that the Committee of Safety
have that confidence in us, to- think that we shall be ex-
tremely careful in not putting the publick to any unneces-
sary expense. "Ve beg you will get the check-book, with
the bag it was in, and send us, as ,ve kept no copy of it.
Brewer, the carpenter, Colonel ltlcDougall's negro, Col-
rain Time, with others that were and are here empl~yed, ,ve
want, in order to settle their accounts.

From the Continental Congress's resolves of February
15th, sent us by the Provincial Congress, wc are to erect a
work on the east side of the river, opposite the PVest-Point, to
mount thirty cannon. Will not a barrack be wanting there?
As we have many very good six and four-pounders here,
should be glad to know from the Committee of Safety, if
we may make carriages for them, as tbey will be wanted;
doubtless we shall not get heavy cannon for all the works.
We had forgot to mention tlIat we are satisfied respecting
Mr. McCarty's account for the boards by McKey, and beg
you will settle it with him, or his order. It is not our fault
it was not paid 10nO"aO"o. We wrote to him last fall about
it, but never J'eceiv~d ~ny answer.

Weare, dear sir, with regard, your humble servants,

"V ILLt.L'II BEDLOW.

To John Berrien, Esq., Commissioner of Fortifications of
Hudson's River.

WILLIAl>I BEDLOW TO JOHN BERRIEN.

Fort Constitution, April 30, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Yours of the 24th and 26th instant, bave
received, with the two padlocks. We note your an.swer CAPTAIN BELKNAP TO NEW-YORKCOl>ThIlTTEEOF SAFETY.

frmn the Committee of Safety respecting the proposed bar- Fort Montgomery,April 30, 1776.
rack near the bat~ery .on Bun's Hill, and readily obey that GENTLEMEN: This morning my Lieutenant arrived from
and every other (h~ectl?n from that honourable Board; but New- York, by which I am informed that I am in Colonel

'ye should be wantmg Jl1the duty of our offic~ not to men- Clinton's Regiment, with which I am well satisfied. But by
tlOn, that. the bat!ery ordered by the Contmental Con- a list of the arrangements in his regiment, it appears I am
gr~ss, .of el~hteen pIeces of heavy cannon~ to be erected on the fifth Captain in rank, and Captain William Jackson the
said hIli, wtll be t~e most respectable at :llls post. Th~ ba.r- fourth; therefore in rank before me. You may remember,
racks now here will be at !OO.great ~ dIstance for rehef, I? gentlemen, that I.waited on you immediately on fillinO" up
case of an attempt .to surpns~ It by m.ght: This th~ Engl- my company; wluch was the 9th of March. Captain :fack-
nee~ (who, we are mforme?, IS th~ cluef m the Contll1ental son had not then waited on you, neither was his company
s~rvIce,. and c~me h?re wIth M;Jor-Gen.e~al Th01~pson, to ~lIed at that time. My company by the 10th of March was
view this post? III theIr way to Canada) .l0med us 1l1; and, III actual service. You will please to remember, at the
also, thought It absolutely necessary, that a block-house, or same time, ihat I mentioned that in particular, and insisted

FOURTH SERI£S.- VOL. V.
.
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that no one ouuht to rank before me who had not filJed his
company, and inade report to you before that date, except
the companies of last year; upon which, I had the promise
.of your honourable House that no one should, and that
you were determined to make that a rule. I humbly con-
<ceive tbat, in your hurry of business, it. has happened by
'mistake. I therefore beg and insist that it may be aJtered,
and I placed in my proper rank; which I make not the
least doubt at present will be done. But should that not be
the case, I cannot accept a commission in rank behind Cap-
tain Jackson; but, notwithstanding, will serve my country in
the rank I now stand placed, by virtue of my warrant.

I am, gentlemen, witb due respect, your most humble
servant, JOHN BELKNAP, Captain.

To the Ncw- York Committee of Saft'ty.

CORNELIUS STEENROD TO NEW-YORK COKGRESS.

Cortlandt Manor, April ;SO, 1776.

To the Honourable Provincial Congress of the Colony of
NEW-YORK:

"Whereas, I have received a peITDission to inlist a Com-
pany for the service of this Colony, and to be ready with
my Company by the 11 th of May next; I desire to know
whether I am expected to march from home that day, or to
be at York that day; and likewise, where my men are to be
reviewed, as I want to go by water from Horse Neck; and,
as some of my men are not weU able to fix with clothing so
soon, whether I may come with about fifty men, and leave
an officer to bring the others afterwards.

Your answer will much oblige your Honours' humble ser-
vant, CORNELIUS STEENROD.

To the Honourable Chairman of the Provincial Congress of
New- York, or Committee of Safety.

GENERAL ARNOLD TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

Montreal, April 30, 1776.

DEAR GENERAL: I have the pleasure to acquaint you of
the safe arrival of the gentlemen from Congress, in good
health and spirits. At a council of war held this morning,
it was agreed to fortify at Richelieu and Jacques Cartier,
two important posts, the last eleven, and the former fifteen
leagues above Quebeck; also, to set on foot and build im-
mediately four row-galleys, or gondolas, at Chambly, under
my direction; and that Colonel Ilazen have the overseeing
the workmen, procuring materials, &c.; of which, I make no
doubt, the Committee of Congress will advise you, as also
our prospects and resources in this country, which are very
slender. I hope no time will be lost in hurrying on provi-
sions, &c.

On my arrival here, I sent Colonel Hazen to command
at St. John's, Chambly, &c. I have this minute received a
letter fi'om Lieutenant-Colonel Buell, acquainting me of his
being appointed to command at those places.. and having
orders to build a store-house; for which purpose, there are no
materials to be procured at present. I fancy you have not
been apprized of the store-rooms at St. John's and Charnbly,
which are capable of holding two thousand barrels of provi-
sions, and want little repairing.

We have engaged a number of French carpenters and
batteaumen, to be employed at Chambly, under the direc-
tion of Colonel Hazen, who is so well acquainted, both
with the faHs and inhabitants of the country, that a more
useful man ('ould not be employed at these posts. Perhaps
you will think best that Colonel Buell should remain at this
place, or go down to R1~chelieu, where I apprehend he will
be of the greatest service; his want of the French tongue is
a great hindrance to business here.

I should be glad that the small hausers and anchors at
Ticonderoga might be sent to St. John's for the gondolas,
and if fifly or a hundred good seamen could be engaged out
of the troops coming up, to man them, with proper officers
to command them, it will forward the matter much.

We have received no material advice [rom Quebeck lately;
our last was the 24th ultimo, when our batteries were play-
.ing on the town. Expect soon to hear their effect.

I am, very respectfully, dear General, your obedient and
humble servant, B AENEDICT RNOLD.
r.ro General Philip Schuyler.

CAPT AI:> WHIPPLE TO CO)IMODORE HOPKINS.

Providence, April 30, 1776.

HONOUREDSIR: I have had the honour to serve under
you in the last French war, and I believe to your satisfilC-
tion; and since my arri\'al at Philadelphia, where I was
appointed by the honourable Continental Congress to the
command of the ship Columbus, I have strictly obeyed your
commands, and done all in my power f()r the honour of the
fleet, to the best of my knowledge.

The night we fell in with the Glasgow man-of-war, two
of my Lieutenants were on board the two prizes we had
taken, and fourteen of my best seamen. 'When we were
running down on the ship, getting in order to engage, and
quartering the men in the places of those that were absent,
the Glasgow suddenly hauling to the northward, brought me
to the southward of her, and brought her directly into your
and Captain Hopkins's wake. I hauled up for her, and
made all sail with my three topgallant sails. Captain Hop-
kins then beginning the fire, the Glasgow returning the same,
and my being in her wake, and as far to the leeward as she,
it instantly deadened all the wind, which put it entirely out
of my power to get up with her. I used my utmost endea-
vour, but in vain. Before I had got near enough for a close
engagement, the Glasgow had made all sail for the harbour
of .!\~ewport. I continued chase under all sail that I had,
except studding sails, and the wind being before the beam,
she firing her two sternchasers into me, as fast as possible,
and my keeping up a fire with my bow guns, and now
and then a broadside, put it out of my power to get near
enough to have a close engagement. I continued this
chase till you thought proper to hoist a signal for my return
into the fleet. I accordingly obeyed the signal; and, on our
arrival at New-London, I found that a report was spread,
(from the Alfred and Cabot,) that I was a coward, and many
other ill-natured and false aspersions. If I did not do my
duty, it proceeded not fi'om cowardice, but from want of
judgmept. The inhabitants of New-London, and others, by
means of those cruel aspersions, look on me with contempt,
as a man not serving the country in my station. The cir-
cumstance of having a family of children to be upbraided
with my supposed cowardice, and my own character ren-
dered infamous through the Thirteen United Colonies, is an
indignity I cannot bear. If I am a coward, I have no busi-

. ness in the service of this Continent. I therefore request
that there may be a Court-Martial called, that I may be
tried by my brother officers of the fleet, and either acquit-
ted with honour, or broken with disgrace. I ask no (wour
of them. If I should be broken, the publick will then have
a right to despise me. H I can obtain no satisfilction in this
way, I should be under a necessity to return you my com-
mission. I will then thank the Congress for the honour they
intended me, and curse those who first spread the infamous
report. I have never yet mentioned the matter to any onc.
H your Honour had let me come to Newport when the
Scarborough man-of-war lay there, as was my request, I
might perhaps have convinced the world that I am not a
coward; but this is now out of my power.

I am, &c., ABR. ,V HIPPLE.,

To Eseck Hopkins, Esq., Commander-in-Chief of the Ame--
rican Fleet.

P. S. Your Honour will observe that it was in the night
when we bore down upon the Glasgow, which rendered it
difficult to see when she altered he~ course.

TO THE FREEMEN OF MASSACHUSETTS.

. Salem, April 30, 1176.
My BRETHREN ANDFELLOW-COUNTRYMEN:The general

voice of the People now seems to be, to break off all com-..
merce with the button-makers of Great Britain. Indeed, we
have not the least need to keep it up. Very good buttons
are manufactured in Concord in this Colony; and the trade
will soon spread through all the United Colonies. The
"voice of the People is the voice of God" always. If this
voice should be unanimous with respect to the prohibition
of the forementioned commerce, (dropping metaphor,) the
question is, vVhat must next be done in regard of our own
Colony? As a member of it, my advice is, that, after the
approaching election, the Council and House of Represen..
tatives of the people unite in one congregation, consult,
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debate, and determine conjunctly, by such majorities of votes
as they shall agree upon. To act separately is aping the two
Houses of Parliament in the British Constitution, which is
a relict of the old feudal system, which was founded in in-
justice, and supported by lawless tyranny. I appra] to com-
'nlon sense, for which Amcricans are distinguished, whether
the two Houses, acting separately, can enter into each other's
sentiments and views so fuIJy as in conjunction; and whether
actinO" separately (each having a negative upon the other)
bas l~t a direct tendency to breed iJI-will and resentment,
which, for humanity's sake, let be avoided. Let there be no
distinction but what wisdom and virtue make. Instead of a
Governour, I would advise the Representatives of the people
to choose, for the sake of despatch in business, one or more
of the wisest of their number to act in the Executive de-
partment during the session, and in the recess of the As-
semb]y.

In your next election of Representatives, let your eyes,
my brethren, be upon the wise and virtuous of the land.
Perhaps there never was, nor ever will be, an assembly
which will have more important matters to debate and de-
termine upon.

For God's sake, and for the sake of mankind, if we make
any alterations, let us shun the errors of our ancestors in the
reigns of Hcnry VIII. and Queen Eliza?cth. They got rid
of one Pope, indeed, but at the same time set up another.
Examine with candour, my brethren, and you will find a
great deal of contemptible, but superstitiously-worshipped,
rubbish, both in Church and State, which has been swept
dO\vn to us from heathenism and popery, by the great net
of time. It is now high time to examine the net, cull out
the good fishes, and cast the bad away! If we act as Pro-
vidence now most evidently points out we should act, we
shaJI have the honour of being" feIJow-workers with God;"
and America wiIJ soon become" the glory of all lands" for
the equity of its civil Government, and" the joy of the
whole earth" for the purity and practice of the Religion of
Jesus Christ. MASSACHUSETTENSIS.

PROCLAMA TION.

At the Court at St. Jamcs's, the 1st day of ~Iay, 1776;
Present: The King's Most Excellent Majesty in Council.

Whereas his Majesty was graciously pleased, by his Royal
Proclamation, bearing date the 22d day of March last, to
promise and declare that the bounties of three pounds for
every Able Seaman, and two pounds for every Ordinary Sea-
man, fit for his Majesty's service, should be paid in the man-
ner thereby directed, to every such Able and Ordinary Sea-
man, not above the age of fifty nor under the age of eighteen
years, who should, on or before the 30th day of April, then
following, enter themselves to serve in his Majesty's Royal
Navy, either with the Captains or Lieutenants of his Ma-
jesty's ships, or the chief officers on board such tenders as
should be employed for raising men for the service of the
Royal Navy; and it being judged expedient for his Majes-
ty's service that the said bounties should be continued to be
paid for some longer time, his Majesty, with the advice of
his Privy Council, doth therefore order, and it is hereby
accordingly ordered, that the time limited for payment of
the said bounties be prolonged and extended from the said
30th day of April to the 30th day of June next, inclusive;
whereof all persons concerned are to take notice, and govern
themselves accordingly.

S CTEPHEN OTTRELL.

HAMPDEN AGAINST INDEPENDENCE.

Wi1liamsburgh, Virginia, May 1,1776.

III my last, I endeavoured to show that a constitutional
Independence, founded on the ancient Charters and origin a]
contracts of the Colonies, and warranted by the laws of
nature, ought to have been the object of our wishes from
the beginning of the dispute. I mean such an Indepen-
dence as would have given us a total exemption from Par-
liamentary Government, under the allegiance of the Crown
of FAtgland. I will now proceed to show why we ought
sti1l to have in \';ew this great object of a constitutional In-
dependence, and that the necessity of a total separation
fi'om Britain does not yet arise.

Those who cry out incessantly for an immediate sub ver-

sian of our ancient political system, would do weU to con--
sider the subject in aJI its points of view, and look forward,
into the probable consequences. They wiJI find, from ai
thorough knowledge of the history of mankind, that the'
British Constitution, when conducted on its pure and (rue'
principle, is the most perfect «)fm of Government whichj
ever yet has been invented by the wit of man. Every
writer on politicks agrees in this point. All nations acknow-
ledge the truth of the assertion. This beautiful system of
legislation, which so equalJy tempers and combines the dif-
ferent forms of Democracy, Aristocracy, and Monarchy,
secures a sufficient degree of liberty to the People, while it
curbs the ambitious strides of their rulers. It is free from
those numerous evils which arise out of either of the other
forms, and ought forever to be the object of a wise People.
We should remember that the primary object of the dispute
was a restoration of this Constitution; and, when reduced
to the dire necessity of taking up arms in defence of our in-
vaded rights, it is our duty to avoid sullying so fair a cause
by an unjustifiable subversion of the who]e system, with the
determined purpose of never sheathing the sword till we
ha ve recovered our Tights. We should deem the re-esta-
blishment of our original, our constitutional Independency, a
sufficient fruit of our victory. Let us resol ve in our minds
all the benefits which we have derived from our original
country. She hath ever been to us an outwork of defence
against the ambitious and potent Nations of Europc. She
hath served as a guide and a governour, to prevent and to
heal those civil dissensions which mutua] jealousy and emu-
lation are too apt to excite in Colonies growing up in each
others neighbourhood. To the influence of her excelJent
Constitution we are indebted for that peace and prosperity
which we have formerly enjoyed; and while we continue
to live in the full possession of our rights, under the gentle
111]eof the Crown of England, we must go on progressively
in that boundless career, of which there is no other instance
in history, until the seat of Empire shall be transferred from
Britain to America.

Such is the prospect on one side. Let us now see what
the opposite view will present us. A publick declaration
of absolute Independence will exclude us forever fi'om terms
with Great Britain, and either create us a perpetual enemy,
who will have it in her power to check our prosperity, or re-
duce us to the most abject state of slavery. The events of
war are uncertain; and however much we may be elated
with our present successes, every wise politician will keep
within his own grasp the means of promoting a continuance
of Sllccess, or of securing the best terms on a reverse of
fortune. The People of England have manifested an early
inclination to do us justice, while we contend for our consti-
tutional liberties, and the Ministry have found it difficult to
recruit their armies; but the moment a Declaration of In-
dependency comes out, every man in England will become
our enemy. Numbers in America, too, who have been fore-
most in their opposition to unconstitutional oppressions, will
conscientiously stand forth against the idea of innovation.
A]ready the evil has begun. Pennsylvania and the Jerscys
have declared for a constitution a] connection; the two Ca-
rolinas for a total separation. ~What the event will be, let
those reflect that have thrown the deadly cause of disunion
among us. Why say anything about it? If we are victo-
rious, we shall have it in our power to command our own
terms; but if the battle goes against us, what temlS can we
then expect, or where can the evil end?

I will venture to go further. Were we this moment tri-
umphant in all the success of victory, I should still think it
for the interest and happiness of America to enjoy the bene-
fits and advantage of a free trade, and a constitutional In-
dependence, under the allegiance of the British Crown. A
system of ahsolute Independence would burst asunder the
bands of religion, of oaths, of laws, of language, of blood,
of interest, of commerce, of all those habitudes, in fine,
which hold us united among ourselves, under the influence
of the common parent. Who sees not that such a rending
to pieces must reach the ei)trails, the heart, the very life of
the Colonies? Should they have .the good fortune to escape
the fatal extremity of civil wars, will it be an easy matter
for them to agree on a new form of Government? Is it pro-
bab]e that they will establish a £<)rm on the same salutary
principles as the old one; or is it practicab]e? If they
should incline to do so, who among us has pretensions to

>II:
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tbe Throne? But if, as is most probable, Democracies or
Aristocracies should be the modes, who does not fee] him-
self a considerable loser by the change? 'Vas every Co-
~ony to become a distinct and separate State, what endless
'llivisions among them! Should such a number of little
'Commonwealths (where the diversity oflaws, the inequality
,of riches, the variety of possessions, must sow in secret the
seeds of opposition in interests) be disposed to form a con-
federated union, how acljust the rank which each should hold
in it, and tbe influence which each should possess, in pro-
portion to their respective risks and importance? Jealousy,
and a hundred other passions, which so early divided the
States of Greece, would spread discord tbrough a multitude
of Colonies, rather associated by resentment and indigna-
tion against Britain, (which are but transitory and ga1ling
tics,) than by the sober and well-weighed princip]es of a
natura] and permanent union. Their confederacy will con-
tinue no longer than tbe necessity of opposing the common
enemy. When that necessity ceases, the turbulent spirit of
conquest wj]] break loose, the strong will ovem1l1 the weak,
and they will mourn for the peaceful influence of the parent
country. AB these considerations seem to e,'ince that an
eternal divorce from Britain would be a great and grievous
misfortune to these Colonies.

But, say the friends of innovation, it is both unnatural
and inconvenient for the Sovereign of America to reside at
three thousand miles distance. This I. look upon to be one
of our greatest blessings. A King at a distance can never
have that personal influence which we find to be the cause
of every subversion of the rights of the People; and al-
though some inconveniences may arise from his distant situa-
tion, the good by far overba]ances the evil.

Others have asked, How can we again be reconciled to a
People who path declared us Rebels, or acknowledge alle-
giance to a Kingwbo has violated the rights of tbe subject,
and broke through tbe barriers of tbe Constitution? I answer,
that I care but little for their declarations; for as long as we
have the power of retaliation in our hands, they will not
dare to treat us as Rebels; and although I detest the prin-
ciples of George IlL, and shall think it my duty, at all
times, to oppose his unjust encroachments, yet I mean to
preserve the Constitution, by restraining the King. All men
'are intoxicated with power; and it is the duty of the People
to watch over those who must of necessity be invested with
supreme command. The same caution holds good in Mo-
narchies, Aristocracies, and Republicks.

But, I am told, your scheme is merely visionary; the
People of England will never agree to such a reconciliation
as renders the Crown independent of Parliament. Let us
beat them into compliance. They will be glad to receive
us on those terms, rather than lose us altogether. And
while we acknowledge allegiance to the Crown of Eng-
land, let us assert our natural, our constitution a] rights to a
free Government, and oppose an invincible r(~sistance to
every shadow of Parliamentary resistance over these Co-
]onies.

With much more show of reason, it is aHeged that neces-
sity and our common safety call out aloud upon us to sepa-
rate forever. The advocates of this doctrine tell us, that as
long as we continue under the allegiance of the Crown of
England, the Nations of Europe will not lend us anyassist-
ance. And have we, then, so bad an opinion of our own
strength as, in despair, to call in the assistance of foreigners?
No, say they; but surely an al1iance with foreigners will be
an advantage to us, by enabling them to supply u~ with the
necessaries for carrying on the war; that on a declaration
of Independence, and not before, our seas and rivers will be
crowded with French and Spaniards; a ready market wi]]
be had for our produce; and gold and silvel' will pour in
apace. A]as! I fear it wi1l prove but a golden dream, out
of which we shall awake restless, dissatisfied, and in de-
spair. The very reverse appears to me to be the most pro-
bable. While Britain remains mistress of the seas, and
blocks up every inlet into our country, how are the French
and Spaniards to get in amongst us? Have we not seen
her -an overmatch for France and Spain united? And
while she continues ina1liance with Russia and Holland, is
it not probable that she wi]] beat the rest of the united world

,on that e]emel1t? But I win suppose France and ,~pain able
to lend effectual assistance; yet 1 affirm that it is neither
.their interest ,to give it, nor ollr interest to accept of it, with

a view to absolute Independency. Cut tbe knot which ties
Old England to tbe New, and soon would tbe Northern Co-
]onies, alone, possess more force than they now have united
with Britain. This vast Continent, let loose (i'om every
connection in Europe, would enjoy the liberty, the com-
mand of all her own movements. It would then become
a measure of equal importance and facility for her to seize
those lands wbose treasnres might supply what the medi-
ocrity of her own productions denies her. Her independent
position would enable bel' to complete tbe preparations for
invasion, before tbe rumour of them would reach the Euro-
pean climates. She might choose her enemy, the field, amI
the moment of her victories. HE'r thunder would always
discharge itself on coasts where it was least expected, on
seas but fi~ebly guarde? by distant States. Those countril's,
for tbe defence of whIch forces were sent over, would be
conquered before they could be succoured. They could
neither be recovered by treaty, without great sacrifices, nor
prevented fi"Omagain faHing under that yoke from which an
enfeebled hand had delivered tbem. The Colonies of these
States would hasten to acknow]edge a master who would
offer them no conditions so vexatious as that of their own
Government; or else, animated by the exampJe of the Bng..
lish Provinces, they would break the chain which fastens
them so shamefil1ly to Europe.

Sound policy, then, wi]] prevent the rival Nations of Eng-
land from precipitating, by their secret Councils, by clan-
destine succours, or by open assistance, the total Indepen..
dence of America, which can only deliver them from a
neighbouring rival, by giving them a conquerer at a dis..
tance. I win go further, and assert, however paradoxical
it may appear, that althou~h the other Nations of Europe
will not assist in bringing about a total separation, it will be
their true interest to join the Amuicans in that constitution a]
Independence which gives them a free trade under the a1le.
giance of the Crown of England.

England, it is true, dl'rives the influence she is mistress
of, especially in the New 'World, from the extent and popu-
lation of bel' Northern Colonies. It is they wbo put it in
her power to attack at an times, witb advantage, the isles
and the continent of other nations, to eon queI' their lands
and to ruin their commerce. But let it be considered that
this Crown hath, in the other quarters of the globe, interests
which may run counter to her progress in America, which
may hamper or retard her enterprises there, and which may
annihilate her conquests by the necessity of restitutions.

France and ~pain have nothing more to gain from a total
separation of the Colonies, but what they wil! receive from
their independent trade under the Crown of England. They
have a great deal more to lose. This reasoning, it is said,
may hold good with respect to Spain, but the French Ter-
ritories in America are so insignificant that an extensive com-
merce with the Continent, and the prospect of a powerful
fleet, will vastly overbalance the other eonsiderations. And
can we be serious in our wishes to aggrandize the power of
France-that nation who lately aspired at universal em-
pire, and only wanted a fleet to earry her scheme into exe'"
cution ? Shall we be such short-sighted politicians as to
furnish her with that fleet? Soon would she give Jaws to
the whole American' Continent. Or, suppose the power of
Fra'U£e should be only an equal match for Brita£n, what
shall we gain by the conflict? A diversion of the British
forces, perhaps, in our favour. But is it not more probable
that the contending Powers, being wearied with their mutual
]os.ses, wOllld join to divide the Colonies between them?

Thus, every great and powerful motive eombjnes to mark
the line of American politicks-die rights of a free trade,
under the Crown of .England, and the power of granting
supplies as the free gift of the People, until, in the fulness
of time, the seat of Empire shall be transferred from Britain
to America. H A~rPDEN.

NORTHA~fPTON COUNTY (VIRGINIA) COMMITTEE.

In Committee, Northampton County, Virginia, "(
May 1, 1776. 5

Captain Duncan Ifill, Commander of the Schooner lately
loaded with Flour, fonnerly eornmanded by Captain Kcll,
laid his Instructions from the honourable the Council of
Safety of Maryland before the Committee, and desired their
adlrice therein. The Committee accordingly took his case
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under consideration, and are of opinion that, agreeable to his
Instructions, he may make a trial to get ont of the Capes;
the Committee being of opinion there is a possibility (though
very little probability) of his escaping the Tenders.

Extract from the Minutes:
DRURY STITH, C. Committee.

Northampton County, Virginia,)
Marcb 20, 1776. )

Personally appeared before me, one of his M,~jesty's Jus-
tices of said County, Thomas Ken, ?llaster of the schooner
Dolphin, of and from Baltim01'e, Robert Bailey :Mate, and
1Villimn Cwnningham Seaman, and made oath on the Holy
Evangely of Almighty God, that on the 12th day of Feb-
ruary, 1776, they sailed from Baltimore, bound for the Is-
land of lUartinico, and on the 26th ultimo, being between
the llorse-Shoe and Cape Ilenry, were chased by two of the
King's row-boats and one tender, which caused them to
bear away and run into Cherrystone, for the safety of the
vessel and cargo, and there waited for a favourable oppor-
tunity to run to sea; and further, these deponents declare
that, on the 4th of ~March, a sloop tender att(~mpted to come
into said harbour in order to take them out, but was prevent-
ed by running aground; and finther declare that, on the 18th
instant, a sloop tender came in and took possession of said
schooner Dolphin, hove up her anchor, and made sail, in
order to run her out, and at the extreme of the harbour they
run aground; after which said tender plundered and took
from said Dolphin, salt and fi'csh provisions, together with
cordage, cabin furniture, &c.; and on the 19th the said
tender made another attempt to carry out the schooner
Do~)hin, but was repulsed and prevented by two Compa-
nies of Minute-men, one Company of Regulars, and seve-
ral of the Militia; and finding that said schooner Dolphin
could not get out with safety, and consulting the Committee
in the County of Northampton, their advice was, to land
the said cargo, and then for the said Captain to proceed
up to the owners for further orders from Council of Safety.
And the deponents protest against the said tenders and
row-boats for their detention, damages, &c., whieh they
and their owners have or may sustain from the said tenders
and row-boats.

Given under my hand the date above.
HENRY Guy.

CAPTAIN SMITH TO MARYLAND COTJNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore Town, May 1, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Mr. Campbell by this conveyance resigns
his eommission of First Lieutenant in my company, in order
to be of more essential service to his conn try , by distressing
the trade of our enemies in a privateer, fitted out by a gen-
tleman of this town.

If it does not interfere too mnch with a plan you may
have laid down for promotions in the Regular service, I
shall be exceedingly happy to have my Second Lieuten::J,nt
appointed to the vacancy. He is very capable, and more
acquainted with the men and their dispositions" and of
consequence can be of more use in the company, than a
stranger.

Should you have determined to raise the offieers accord-
ing 10 their seniority, I doubt not you have heard of Mr.
Kid's character, (who is eldest Second Lieutenant,) and I
rest satisfied you will not promote any person who is not
equal to it. Should you not have promised the Ensigncy

,

that will be vacant, I shall be happy to have my brother
James in the service. He has been in the Independent Com-
pany of this town ever since its formation, and understands
the duty as well as most young officers.

I am, gentlemen, your obliged and most obedient servant,
SAMUEL SMITH.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety.

JAMES CAMPBELL TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, May I, 1776.

SIR: Several gentlemen here are desirous to send me out
in a privateer from this place; my own inclination also leads
me to go, having been accustomed to the sea service. We
have taken great pains to get a vessel fit for the purpose,

and think we have succeeded. You will receive enclosed
the commission with which I am honoured; retaining tbe
utmost gratitude and respect for the pub]iek from whom I
had it. I hope to have the testimony of my brother offi-
cers, that I served with vigilance and attention since my
appointment, and beg leave to assure you that no considera-
tion would induce me to leave the service, but the hopes of
being more useful in another department. I entered into
the service a volunteer, and now quit it with regret. I looked
on the commission I heJd as a testimony of the publick con-
fidence and esteem, and shall endeavour in my new capa-
city to merit the attention that was paid me.

I shall go to Philadelphia to-morrow, to purchase such
necessaries as cannot be got here, and make application for
a commission for the vessel. Could I obtain a few lines
fi'om your honourable Council, signifying that I was in the
land service of this Province, it would no doubt facilitate
my husiness, and be of service to me. Weare much dis-,
tressed for canvass; I know of none, private property, to be
had. Could your honourable Council spare us any, would
forward our enterprise, and enable us to fit out with more
expedition than will be otherwise in our power.

I am, sir, your most obedient humble servant,
JAl\1ES CAMPBELL.

To Daniel of St. Tlwmas Jenifcr, Esq.

COLOXEL WARE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, May 1,1776.

GENTLEMEN: I have just been informed by Dr. WCiscn-
thall, that the small-pox prevails in several parts of this
town, which renders a fear that other officers, myself, and
several soldiers, are in danger of taking the infection, as our
duty requires our passing frequently by houses where it is.
The Doetor has advised me to be inoculated immediately,
as a person of my age must be in great danger who takes
it in the natural way. I have therefore thought it my duty
to state the matter to you, and wait your instructions there-
on; and hope if you should disapprove of inoeulation, that
you will contrive some method of getting the troops en-
camped without the town. 1Vhetstone Point would be the
most proper station, could we be provided with tents and
other camp utensils; but neither of the officers has a tent,
nor do I think it in their power to furnish them, as proper
cloth is not to be had.

I am, gentlemen, with due respect, your very humble ser-
vant, FRANCIS WARE.
To the Maryland Council of Safety.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO WILLIAM LUX.
[No. 136.] Annapolis,May 1, 1776.

SIR: The Council of Safety, upon consideration, some
days ago, of the impracticability of square-rigged vessels
eseaping the enemy in their way to their se\'eral ports of
destination, did conceive that small sharp-rigged vessels
would more probably meet with success. We have there-
fore thought it most advisable to send the cargo of the brig
Fortune to the West-Indies in such vessels, and for that
purpose have written to persons who, weare informed, can
furnish us with the1l1. In the mean time we would direct
that the cargo of the blig should not be unloaded, but kept
on board until you have further instructions from us. Cap-
tain Vanbibber cannot be much if any in advance, after the
arrival of the Hannah, and the bill he has drawn.

Weare, &c.

To Mr. 'William Lux.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO HTJGHYOUNG.

[No. 137.] Annapolis,May 1, 1776.
SIR: '\Ve send you 'enclosed a letter to the Committee of

Baltimore County, and request you would present it to them,
and then get the schooner Nine~y- Two ready as soon as pos-
sible, and let tbe Captain call on us for instructions.

'Weare, &c.
To :Mr. Ilugh Young.

P. S. We have not yet received the letter from Captain
Beath.
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ELBRIDGE GERRY TO .JAMES WARREN.

Philadelphia, May 1, 1776.

My DEARSIR: I am exceedingly desirous that measures
of defence should be first attended to, and have place of
every other undertaking, and shall be most happy to hear
that the Capital and its valuable harbour is well fortified,
and something done for the other sea-ports; that your
powder-milJs are at work; that manufactures of lead and
sulphur are attended to, and preparation made for casting
cannon; that the Committees of Correspondence through-
out the Colony are ordered to make returns of the manu-
factures of fire-arms, employed or unemployed, and that
measures are taken to erect publick works; that the esta-
blished forces, whether Continental or Colonial, are well
armed, equipped, and ready for action. .When this is done,
(and I think with a little assiduity it may be accomplished,)
the Colony will be in a situation to receive the enemy; and
they being informed thereof, as they generally are of our
weakness or strength, will carefully avoid another visit.

I think it may be demonstrated that the Eastern District
alone is able, of itself, to declare Independency. The Co-
lony of South-Carolina has behaved nobly in taking up
Government, choosing a Governour, &c.; and the Conven-
tion of North-Carolina have unanimously voted to follow
their example. Virginia is always to be depended upon;
and so fine a spirit prevails among them that, unless you
send some of your cool patriots among them, they may be
for dee1aring Independency bcfore Congress is ready.

I am glad you approve the proposal fi)r instructions, and
can with pleasure inform you that North- Carolina has taken
off from her Delegates the restriction relative to this mat-
ter, and, as I am informed, has left them at liberty to vote
for a final separation from Great Britain.

Your friend as ever,

To Mr. James Warren.

E. GERRY.

CAPTAIN SIMON'S PETITION TO CONTINENTAL CONGRESS.

[Read May 3, 1776, and referred to Mr. McKean, Mr. \Vythe, and Mr.
J. Adams.]

To the Honourable Continental Congress now sitting, the
humble Petition of PETER SIMONand ISRAELAMBROSE
showeth :
That on the 10th of January last they sailed from the

Island of Saltatuda on board of the sloop Sally, loaded
with salt, molasses, rum, paper, wine, &c., bound for
.J\'orth- Carolina; on the 14th of Febrnary was taken near
Cape Hatteras by the armed sloop General Gage, George
8ibbl£, Commander, who, for the want of a Prize-Master,
put James McKnight (the Mate of Captain Raddan, who
was taken the day before) on board the aforesaid sloop
Sally, as Prize-Master, as the said JkKnight had agreed to
enter into their seryice. The said sloop General Gage took
your petitioners on board, and ordered the said ltlcKnight
to proceed to Cape Fear with the sloop Sally; but that
nicrht a hard gale came on, which drove the sloop Sally to
th~ northward; after which, the said 1"tlcKnight run the
vessel on shore, in order to convert her to his own use; to
accomplish which he has misrepresented every circumstance
to the honourahle Congress to obtain their order to dispose
of the said sloop Sally and cargo, contrary to the orders
and instructions given to the said ltlcKnight and the Com-
mittee of Burlington. The said lWcKnight has broken
open our desks and trunks, and secreted one hundred half-
johannes, wearing apparel, arms, &c.; also has not given any
account of one-half the goods that were saved out of said
sloop Sally, to the prejudice of your petitioners' three thou-
sand pounds; therefore, we pray you may take it in your
great wisdom to restore our sufferings, and prevent our being
robbed by such imposters on our c()untry. And your peti-
tioners will ever pray. PETER SIMON.

Phil&.<1e1phia, May 1,1776.

Claim of JAMES McKNIGHT to the honourable Continental
Congress.

To wearing apparel, linen, a watch, &c. -
To wages due to the time I was taken,
To sundry articles which I carried as a \"enture,

£ 25 0 0

400
700

£;36 0 0

The sloop Charming Sally was cleared out from Domznlca
t.o Newfoundland, as I saw the clearance of her on board
the sloop General Gage; to which I could be qualified if
called upon.

The above is a low estimate of things belonging to me on
board the sloop Joseph, Captain Radden, when taken by
the sloop General Gage, on the 14th of Febr"uary, 1776.

JAI\JES McKNIGHT.

ltlemorandum of Sundries in my Chest when taken by the
Sloop GENERALGAGE,February 14, 1776, viz:

1 chest; 88 johannes and 27 dollars, which were found
in the hands of lWcKnight; 6 white shirts, and some check
ones (2 or 3;) 3 cravats; 2 coats, (one never worn;) 4 waist-
coats; 4 pairs of breeches; 1 pair of drawers; 12 pairs of
stockings; 1 pair of shoe-buckles; 1 pair of knee-buckles;
1 pair of shoes, not worn; 3~ pieces of linen; 2 pieces of
checks; 2 beaver hats; 1 straw hat; 1 quadrant, and all
my books; 1 pocket-book, with sundry papers; 6 plates;
bed and bedding; 3 pocket handkerchiefs; 1 parcel of fine
thread. I ASRAEL MBROSE.

Inventory of the Sloop SALLY'SCar!;o, JAMESMcKNIGHT
Prize-ltlaster, viz:

1,300 bushels of salt; 14 hogsheads of molasses; 120
gallons of rum; 65 reams of writing paper; 1 hogshead and
27 demijohns of claret wine; 27 dozen bottles of French
cordials; 5 cases of oil of olives and anchovies; 4 ankers of
brandy; 150,000 pins; 24 pairs of wool-cards; 10 pieces of
linen and chc,cks; 500 pounds of shot; 1 cask of powder;
150 pounds of coffee; 4 umbrellas; 100 yards of osnaburghs;
4 beaver hats; 1 Negro man; 1 suit of velvet; 1 suit of
black cloth; 1 suit of light-coloured e1oth; 1 suit of pur-
ple cloth; 2i dozen of shirts; 2 dozen of neck-cloths; 3
dozen of handkerchiefs; 4 dozen of silk and thread stock-
ings; 3 dozen of linen waistcoats and breeches; 4 pairs of
silk breeches; several pairs of woollen and leather .breeches ;
2 chintz night-gowns; several short coats; great coat and
cloak; -! piece of earnbrick ; 8 yards of crimson silk; 1
dozen pairs of French laced ruffles; bedding; table-linen;
musket; sword; pistols; 2 blunderbusses; quadrant, and
other instruments; small library of books.

NEW-YORK COl\lMITTEE TO GENERAL PUTNAM.

New-York, May 1, 1776.

SIR: The hearers, Captain Schalch and DoctOl' Gill,
prisoners of war, having been removed here from Schenec-
tady and Albany, in order to be sent to some place in the
country, and having behaved as becometh gentlemen of
honour in the above-named places from whence they have
come; and as they are desirous of being stationed in New-
Jersey, at Burlington or Trenton; on account of the healthi-
ness of the climate, as well as the small family of a wi1B
and five children which the said Captain has hopes of re-
ceiving £I'om Quebeck; they have, by a gentleman of our
Committee, applied to me to request that your Excellency
will be pleased either to station them at and about the afore-
said towns, or to permit them to remain here until they shall
have the pleasure of waiting on General Washington for the
purpose aforesaid, who, they doubt not, has, by the letter
directed to him, been informed of their character and beha-
viour in the places they were last in. The gentleman wbo
introduced them to me is well acquainted with them, and
has known the Captain for many years, and I can confide
in his representation of them as men of the clearest honour.

I am, sir, your Excellency's most obedient, humble ser-
vant, ,G ARRET ABEEL,

Chairman of the General Committee.

To His Excellency Major-General Putnam.

.JOHN S~~DER TO NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Kingston, May 1, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: .Whereas the command of the First Regi-
ment in Ulster County has devolved on me as Colonel
thereof, I do hereby enclose you a state of the said regi-
ment as to the number of men; and as to arms and accou-
trements we may supply ourselves, and nearly complete now;
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Fir~l Captain, Evert Bngardus................ 2 1 8 68
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but ammunition is very scarce, especiaHy powder, for none is
to be bad here. If your honourable Board cou1d procure a
quantity of powder, and send it up to the care of such per-
son as you may judge proper, to be kept and disposed thereof
to the regiment if necessity should require it, with dircction.s
how and in what manner we shall answer for the same, It
would be satisfactory to the publick; for we have a general
complaint for that article. And furth~r, I must acquaint
your honourable Board that the Captam of the Troop of
Horse has been promoted to the office of Major of the
abovesaid re!!iment; and therefore it is necessary that new
commissions ~hould be made out for thA said troop, which I
desire you win do, and send them to me, to wit: A Cap-
tain's commission for Sylvester Salisbury, Esq. j First Lieu-
tenant, Petrus iJ'lyndertse, Esq. j Second Lieutenant, Cor-
nelius C. Newkirk; Comet, Cornelius J. Duuois; First
Quartermaster, James Rive; Second Quartermaster, Tobias
Dubois. And also desire two commissions to fill the vacan-
cies in Captain iJ'lattys Dederick's Company, to wit: First
Lieutenant Petrus Post; and Ensign's commission for, . .
Thomas Van Staenburgh. I desire the commISSIonsmay
be sent by the bearer; and in so doing you will oblige your
sincere friend and humble servant,

JOHANNES S"YDER.

To the President of the Committee of Safety of the Colony
of New-York, now convened in New-York.

State of the number of Officers and Privates of thi First
Regiment of ~ltIilitiaafoot in ULSTER County, viz:

Colone1, Johannes Snyder; Second Colonel, Jonathan El-,
mendorph; First Major, Adrian Wynkoop; Second
Major, Philipus Hooghteling; Adjutant, Abraham A.
Ha$brouck; Quartermaster, Jan Van Dusen, Jun.

Kingston, May 1, 1776.

To the Deputies of the several Counties of the Province
of N EW-YORK in the honourable Provincial Congress, or
Committee of Safety, of the said Province:

The Memorial of DIRCK LEFFERTS, of the City of NEw-
Y QRK,showeth:

That some time in the month of February last past, a party
of the Minute-men of the County of Westchester, under the
command of Colonel Drake, came to the country-house of
your memorialist, and upwards of thirty of them were quar-
tered upon him at his house, where he frequently furnished
them with many necessaries and conveniences, viz: firewood,
vegetables, cider, &c.; that the said men have continued at
his said house until now, or very lately j that after they had
bee? there for some time, the said men, by order of Engi-
neer Smith, (he supposes,) went upon the woodland of your
memorialist, which he had purchased for his own particular
use, to supply his family with firewood, and cut down and
destroyed a great part of the trees then growing 011the said
land, and almos.t entirely ruined the young wood there; and
although the saJd wood may have been cut down to be used
in building the Fort at Horne's Hook, (as your memorialist
supposes it was,) yet as he has sustained great loss, and been
put to great expense by the said men having been quartered
upon him, and having cut down and destroyed his wood,
whereby a greater part of the burden hath fallen upon him
than is his part in proportion with the rest of his felIow-
citizens; he prays the Congress or Committee of Safety to
take the matter into their consideration, and to grant him
such redress and compensation as they in their diseretion
may think reasonable, and adequate to the loss and damage
he hath sustained. _ DIRCK LEHERTS.

May 1, 1776.

CmfMISSTONERS IN CANADA TO P;RERIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 16, 1776.J

Montreal, May 1, ] 776.

SIR: After some difficulty and delay in getting through
the ice of Lake George, we arrived here on ~Monday last,
and were very politely received by General Arnold, who
at present commands in this post.

It is impossible to give you a just idea of the lowness of
the Continenta1 credit here, from the waht of hard money,
and tbe prejudice it is to our att'lirs. Not the most trifling
service can be procured without an assurance of instant pay
in silver or gold. The express we sent from St. John's, to
inform the General of our arrival there, and to request car-
riages for La Prairie, was stopped at the ferry, till a fi:iend
passing changed a dollar bill for him into silver j and we are
obliged to that friend (Mr. lUcCartncy) for his engagement
to pay the calashes, or tbey would not have come for us.
The genom1 apprehension that we shall be driven out of the
Province as soon as the King's troops can arrive, concurs
with the frequent breaches of promise the inhabitants have
experienced, in determining them to trust our people no
further. Therefore the utmost despatch should be used in
forwarding a large sum hither, (we believe twenty thousand
pounds will be necessary,) otherwise it will be impossible
to eontinue the war in this countl"y, or to expect the contin-
uance of our interest with the people here, who begin to
consider the Congress as bankrupt, and their cause as des-
perate. Therefore, tiIJ the arrival of money, it seems im-
proper to propose the Federal union of this Province with
the others, as the few friends we have here will scarce ven-
ture to exert themselves in promoting it, till they see our
credit recovered, and a sufIicient army arrived to secme the
possession of the country.

Yesterday we attended a Council of War, the minutes
of which we enclose. The places proposed are proper to
prevent the further progress of the enemy in case they
should oblige us to raise the siege of Q;uebeck. Tbe plank
and timber for the gond01as are all prepared and ready at
Fort Chambly, and some of the carpenters are arrived from
New. York; others are to be engaged here j and as hard
money is necessary for these, we have agreed to advance
some out of what tbe Congress put into our bands for our
own subsistence, to be replaced when cash sball arrive.

'Ve understand that tbe troops before Quebeck have not
now ten days' provision; but hope, as the lakes arc now
open, supplies wilJ soon reach them.

We have directed the opening of the Indian tmde, and
granting passports to all who shall enter into certain engage-
ments to do nothing in the upper country prejudicial to the
Continental interests.

We hope to-morrow to obtain an account of our debts
that ought instantly to be paid. If, besides what is neces-
sary for that purpose, we had a sum to manage, by opening
a bank for the exchanging Continental bills, it is supposed
that we might thereby give a circulation to these bills. The
twenty thousand pounds above-mentioned will, we think,
answer both these purposes. Weare told that not less than
the eight thousand ordered by Congress win be a sufficient
Army for this quarter. As yet there are but about three
thousand, including those now passing down to Quebeck,
who are just come over the lakes. The small-pox is in
the Army, and General Tlwmas has, unfortunately, never
had it.

'With great respect to yourself and the Congress, we have
the honour to be, sir, yom most obedient humble servants,

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,

SAMUEL CHASE,

CHARLES CARROLL of Carrollton.

To the Honourable John llancock.

At a Council of War, held at Head-Quarters, April 30,
1716 :

Brigadier-General Arnold, President.
The Hon. Benjamin

.

Franklin,

!

The Hon. Samuel Cha.~e,
The Hon. Charles Carroll,

1\'1 bB .
d

.
G I U7 d k

n em ers.nga Ier- enera ,""oe t e,
Colonel fl'loses Hazen,
Colonel De Haas, .

Agreed, that it is immediately necessary to take post at
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and fortify the shore and i.~land at the Falls of Richelieu,
with a number of cannon, not exceeding twenty pieces,
under the direction of such persoris as Genera] Thomas or
the Commanding Officer in Canada shall appoint for that
purpose.

Agreed, that it is necessary immediately to fortify the
Post at Jacques Cartier, with a number of cannon, &c., not
exceeding ten pieces, and that the Commanding Officer in
Canada give directions for that purpose.

Agreed, to build immediately, at Chambly, six gondolas,
of a proper size to carry heavy cannon, to be under the
direction of Genera] Arnold, who will employ Co]onel
lIazen to oversee and direct the workmen.

BENEDICT ARNOLD, Brigadier-General.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REVERE~~ JOHN CARROLL,

ONE OF THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS TO CANADA,

DATED MONTREAL, 1IIAY 1, 1716.

lVe have at length come to the end of our long and
tedious journey, after meeting with several delays, on ac-
count of the impassable condition of the lake~; and it is
with a longino- desire of measuring back the same ground
that I now take up my pen to infornl you of my being in
good lwalth, thank God, and of wishing you a perfect enjoy-
ment of yours.

'Ve came hither the night before last, and were received
at the landino- by General Arnold, and a great body of offi-
cers, gentry, &c., and saluted by the firing of cannon, and
other military honours.* Being conducted to the General's
house, we were served with a glass of wine, whi]e people
were cl'Owding in to pay their compliments; which ceremony
beino- over, we were shown into another apartment, and un-
exp:cted]v met in it a large number of ladies, most of them
Fren(;h.

.
After drinking tea, and sitting some time, we

went to an elegant supper, which was 10110wed with the
sinrrinrr of the ladies, which pl'Oved very agreeable, and
wo~llhave been more so if we had not been so much
fatigued with our journey. The next day was spent in re-
ceiving visits and dining in a large company, \:ith whom
we were pressed to sup, but excused ourselves 111order to
write letters, of which this is one, and wilJ be finished and
dated to-morrow morning.

I owe you a journal ,of our adventures from Philadelphia
to this place. When we came to Brunswick, in the Jersey
Gm-ernment, we overtook tbe Baron de TVoedtke, the Prus-
sian Genera], who had left Philadelphia the day before us.
Thourrh I had frequently seen him before, yet he was so
dis"ui~ed in furs that I scarce knew him, and never beheld
a ~ore laughable object in my life. Like other P1:ussian
officers, he appears to me as a man who knows httle of
polite life, and yet has picked up so much of it in his
passage through France as to make a most awkward ap-
pearance.

'Vhen we came to New- York, it was no more the gay
polite place it used to be esteemed, but it was become almost
a desert, unless for the troops. The people were expecting
a bombardment, and had therefore removed themselves and
their effects out of town; and the other side, the troops were
working at the fortifications with the utmost activity. After
spending some disagreeable days at this place, we proceeded
by water up to Albany, about one hundred and sixty miles.
At our arrival there, we were met by Genera] Schuyler, and
entertained by him during our stay with great politeness
and very genteelJy. J wrote to you before of our agreeable
situation at Saratoga, and of our journey fi-om thence over
Lake George to Ticonderoga; from the latter place we em-
barked on the great Lake of Champlain, about one hundred
and forty miles to St. John's. 1Ve had a passage of three
days and a half. We always came to in the nigbt time.
Passenrrers generally encamp in the woods, making a cover-
ing of the boughs of trees, and large fires at their feet; but

... MONTREAL, ~"fay 1, 1776.-0n Sunday last arrived here Baron
Traedtke and Volone! De Haa., with Mr. Ja8ejJh Terry, of this place,
accompanied by several other gentlemen of the Army; and on ~t[anday,
the Committee of the honourable Continental Congress for establishing
and regulating the Continental affaIrs in this Pro"ince, with the cele-
brated poctor Prc;nklin aqlwir head. They were received on the heach
at the Pa.t de ViU/1'ellil by General Al'ltald, and the friends to liberty,
and a salute was fired from the Citadel,. Being escorted to Head-Quar-
ters, they ~nd a nimiber of friends to liberty spent the evening with
decent mirth.

as we had a good awning toourboat,and had broughtwith
us good beds, and plenty of bed-clothes, I chose to sleep
aboard.

ADMIRAL HOPKINS TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Providence, May 1,1776.

GENTLF.'I1EN: Yours I received per express this day,
dated in April, and observe the contents. Shall em!eavour
to aive you a state of the Navy under my command; and
shall begin with the time we anived in New-London River,
where we landed sick people, not fit for duty, in the hospi-
tal, which I provided with difficulty: seventy-two from the
Alfred, thirty-four from the Columbus, fifty-eight from the
Andrew Doria, seventeen from the Cabot, sixteen from the'
Providence, and five from the By; in all two hundred.and
two people, which weakened the fleet so much that I ap-
plied to Gp,neral Washington and got an order for two hun-
dred men; about one hundred and seventy of whom I got
on board the fleet; when I came to sail with our fleet, in
order to speak with the fleet at or near Newport; but the
A[fred got ashore near Fisher's Island, and was obliged to
be lightened to get her off, which we did without much
damage. In the mean time TVallace and his whole fleet
left Newport.

'Ve sailed from New-London on the 24th April, and
met nothing; the next day the weather proving rough we
put inhere, where we have landed upwards of one hundred
sick men; and there are daily more taken down with some
new malignant fever. I was making all the despatch possi-
ble to procure provisions and stores, in order for a three or
four months' cruise, when I received by the same express
General TYashington's orders to send his men immediately
to New- York; which I must comply with.

I had brought round here twenty-six heavy cannon,_ for
the defence of the town of Newport, and by that service
expected to obtain liberty to inlist men out of the Govern-
ment troops to have made up my complement; but if the
~lllnon must be taken away I cannot ask it with modesty,
and if I do, I am in doubt whether it would be granted.

I am ready to follow any instructions that you give at all
times; but am very much in doubt whether it wil1 be in my
power to keep the fleet together, with any credit to myself
or the officers that belong to it; neither do I believe it can
be done without power to dismiss such officers as I find
s]ack in their duty. I left the sloop and the Andrew Doria
at New-London, unloading stores; when I get a return of
\vhat tbey land, shall immediately transmit it to you. lor..
dered the Andrew Doria to careen there, which I bear is
done. Should be glad you would give orders what should
be done with the New-Providence sloop, which I wrote my
brother about.

Enclosed you have a copy of Captain Whipple's request
to me, wllich suppose I shall grant, and expect that may
bring on some more inquiries; but do not expect anything
wbich may now be donewill mend ",-bat is past.

I am, with great respect, your most obedient humble ser-
vant,

ESECK HOPKINS.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of tbe
Marine Committee.

AD:IIIRAL HOPKINS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Providence, May 1,1776.

SIR: Your favour of the 25th of April, per express,
ha ve received. Am very much obliged to you for the use of
your men, and shall despatch them to New- York immediate-
]y, in the sloop Providence, Captain IIazard; although
we still continue to be sickly on board all the vessels, so
that it \vill be impossible to go to sea with the fleet, before
we get recruited with hands, which will not easily be done.

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient, humble
servant,

ESECK HOPKINS.
To General Washington.

JOSEPH HAWLEY TO ELBRIDGE GERRY.

Watertown, May 1, r'77G.

l\h DEAR SIR: The Tories dread a declaration of Inde-
pendence, and a course of conduct on that plan, more than
death. They console themselves with a bdief that the
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Southern Colonies wilJ not accede to it. My hand and
heart are fuU of it. There will be no abiding union without
it. When the Colonies come to be pressed with taxes they
wiU divide and crumble to pieces. Will a Government
stand on recommendations? It is idle to suppose 50. Will
Canada ever join us without Independence and Govern-
ment? They will not. Can \ve subsist, and support our
trading people, without trade? It appears more and more
every day in the country and Army that we cannot. Nay,
without a real Continental Government our Army wiU over-
run us, and people will, by and by, sooner than you may
be aware of, can for their old Constitutions; and as they did
in England after Cromwell's death, call in Charle,~ the Se-
cond. For God's sake let there be a full Revolution, or aU
has been done in vain. Independency, and a well planned
Continental Government, will save us. God bless you.
Amen and amen. J HOSEPH AWLEY.

To Elbridge Gerry, Esq.

BOSTON TOWN MI';ETING.

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of this Town, by ad-
journment, on Wednesday, ~Iay 1, 1776, the following
gentlemen were chosen a Committee of Correspondence,
Inspection, and Safety, viz: .

Hon. Samuel Adams,Esq., John Pius, Esq..
Hon. John Hancock, Esq., WilliamCooper,Esq.,
Joseph Greenleaf, Esq., Mr. Peter Boyer, .
Nathanif!1 Appleton, Esq., Captain Edward Proctor,
Mr. William Dennis, Mr. Edward Church,
Oliver Wendell, Esq., Captain Isaac Phillips,
Major Richard Boynton, Thomas Crans, Esq.,
Captain John Bradford, Major Paul Revere,
Captain William Mackay, Captain John Pulling,
Colonel Nathaniel Barber, Major Ablel Ru(]dock,
Mr. William Powell, Mr. Thomas Hitchborn,
Caleb Davis, Esq., Mr. Benjamin Hilchborn,
Mr. John 8weetzer, Mr. Perez Morton.
John Browne, Esq.,

ELEAZER RUSSELL TO COLONEL JOSHUA WENTWORTH. .
Portsmouth,New-Hampshire,May, 1776.

SlR: When you offered me the Association to subscribe,
my indisposition was so great that 1 could hardly speak or
think; therefore, entreated you to call again, or give me
leave to wait on you when able.

Respect to publick authority inclines me much to sign it ;
but as I am utterly unable to comply with the letter of it,
can by no means do it without restriction and reserve.

The article of defending the country with arms is explicit
and peremptory; which the total loss of health makes me
incapable of-my constitution rent for three successive years
.with paralytick fits, seldom able to walk a mile wiihout
assistance, often falling headlong when crossing a floor, and
always confined in cold or damp weather.

There is also an original scruple on my mind, strengthen-
ed by more than thirty years' reflection, on the subject of
the lawfull!-essof shedding human blood of any nation, ex-
cept for cnmes condemned by human laws founded on the
di\.ine.

.A thought never entered my heart but what was replete
with the tenderest emotions for the country in its bleedin<T
state. My duty is clear in submitting to the powers now j~
being in the Colony, and my disposition fixed to serve the
publick in every view consistent with the above descrip-
tion of my health, and the rights of conscience as express-
ed in a late resolve of the Continental Congress.

It is you, sir, I have immediately to do with in this affair'
and if you wi~lplease to make these thoughts known to any
of the CommIttees, or Court, that may be proper, I think it
will excuse, I am sure it wiJI oblige, your respectful and
most humble servant, E RLEAZER USSELL.
To Joshua TJTentworth, Esq.

COSMOPOLTTAN.-NO. X.

To the Inhabitants oj the AMERICANColonies:
FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS: It was hard it was

cruel, to have British laws imposed upon us a<T;inst our
repeated petitions, in tbe face of our most solicito~ls remon-
strances. It was mean, it was irritating, to h'lve standing

FOURTH SERIF-S.-VOL. v. .74

armies forced into our towns, and ships-or-war stationed ill'
our harbours, and we ourselves denied a law for OUl'safety,.
the means of defence, in case of unjust violence and lawless,
depredations. His policy was to keep us defenceless, unpre--
pared, and unarmed, that we might fall an easy prey to the.
intended invasion. Hence, and fi'om his innate aversion to'
everything not instamped with the characters of slavery"
was his repeated reprobation, in their virgin purity, of bills;
for a new necessary regulation of the Militia, and for the'
prevention of bribery and corruption, those bulwarks of tl1C'
publick peace, integrity, and safety.

We have gradually and insensibly been departing from
our once happy Government, by the practices of those
whose interest it was to filch away the liberties of the sub...
ject. Men, the first in ability and rectitude, have been dis-
missed from the service of the country, for no other reason
but their unshaken attachment to her interest; and otbers,
the servile minions of power, placed in their stead, and
crammed down the throats of the people. \Vealth wa.
accumulated, and offices monopolized by the few; of con-
sequence their influence increased, and their power danerer-
ously augmented. The power in the hands of. tbe pe;ple
was diminishing in the same proportion as individuals be-
came great and wealthy by the administration of publick
justice. Under the combined influence of the Justices of
the Peace, officers of the Militia, Judges and officers of the
Courts, and other standing Magistrates and officers, a Re-
publican Government, with a Monarchical check, was rapidly
degenerating into an Aristocracy, the most oppressive and
arbitrary of all Governments. I do not mention it as alone
peculiar to the late demolished set of Magistrates; some
others, perhaps, would have done the same. It is the lot of
mortals, it is incident to humanity. Few, very few, are
fortified against the bewitching charms of power, and the
pleasant sweets of emolument. However, it evinces the
necessity of two political maxims:-the necessity in all Go-
vernments, both of a limited delegation of power in point
of time, and a frequent resort to first principles.

My dear countrymen, when I recollect your descent, your
loyalty, yourworthy achievements, with the motives of your
conduct, I feel the workings of a laudable pride, and the
flame of vanity kindling within me. But the fire of indig-
nation burns fierce when [ consider how you have been
galled by Parliamentary pressure, and Majestratical power;
how petitions for redress have been the occasion of addin<T
inslJlt to cruelty, and increasing the weight of your wrong;'
of procuring sneers from your bosom enemies, and frowns
from a deluded SovereignJ at first pocketed by an American
Minister, and then branded with infamy, despised, spurned
at, and trampled under foot. Groundless, scandalous, and
vexatious, have been the refined appellations to mark the
character of the whole community-intolerable oppression
to. a man susceptible of the suggestions of an English heart.
,H!story may ?nfold the d~~gers of thus wantonly sporting
with the feellllgs of a spmted people. For this, Charles
I. lost his head, and James II. the British Crown. But to
return. When I review your past sufferings, how you have
been cramped .a.n? O?structed in the maki~g of necessary
laws; your Mlhtla discouraged; your MagIstrates appoint-
ed with the advice of a maimed hebdominal Council; your
agents refused pay, to prevent the possibility of complaints,
however necessary; your castle surrendered; your manufac-
turing house attacked; your harbours invested with a pow-
erful fleet; your capital with a lawless soldiery; your Repre-
sentative~ made to give way to a Standing Army, kept in
duress, dissolved, prorogued, adjourned, and harassed about
with a great expense to their constituents, for no other rea~
son but because they refused to betray tbeir trust, and sub-
mit to a wanton exercise of arbitrary power; your ears
wounded by horrid oaths; your eyes with wretched see'nes j

your persons with frequent indignities; your Sabbaths pro-
faned; your religion despised; the morals of the young
corrupted; innocency seduced, and chastity ahused; your
countrymen butchered; your property destroyed; your laws
trampled upon; your Governour and your JudO'esmade in-
dependent; a Board of Commissioners constit:ted; Courts
of Admiralty established; their jl1lisdiction enlarO"ed and
trial by Junes in many instances taken away, a;:'d ~thers
greatly impaired; and, finally, how eveI)' branch of your
Constitution, principle of law, and maxim of (,eedom,
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were swept away by the present Parliament, enthroned
in thunder, and a most pacifick community involved in
'tumult and in blood. When I ruminate on these, with
many other oppressions, and take into consideration recent
:piratical depredations, I am staggered in believing any AmR-
rican so abject as not to be diverted from sinister pursuits,
and roused to opposition. Sure I am, that there is no man
.of tme wisdom and a manly spirit, but would sacrifice his
an, and risk his very life, rather than run the venture of
having the one controlled, and the other commanded by
:a power so monstrous as the one fi"Omwhence those calami-
ties flowed.

In addition to these, others, the constant attendants of a
conquered country, will be our lot, and the portion of pos-
terity, unless in this critical moment we play the man, and
defend our rights. It is not duty to leave wealth or honours
to coming generations; but indispensable is the obligation to
bequeath them liberty, and this, by the tenderest ties of in-
terest, and the strongest cords of affection. It is the dictate
of nature, a principle of self-preservation, when the laws of
equity, the sanction of Charters, and the fundamentals of
the Constitution are found insufficient to restrain the violence
of domination, to arm and to fight. The character of a
soldier is respectable, and his duty noble, when discharged
in opposition to tyranny, in defence of the rights of man-
kind. A cockade un prostituted is a badge of greatness, a
mark of goodness. It procures friendship, commands re-
spect, and adds a dignity to the person who wears it. There
is something godlike in hazarding in defence of (me's coun-
try. The present hostile invasions are such as to demand
all our resentment, and to arouse all our courage. The
inheritance transmitted by our great forefathers, the safety
of our friends, liberty purchased by the best blood of our
ancestors, the surest, the fairest, the brightest jewel we pos-
sess, which alone communicates dignity to peace, and ren-
ders life a blessing, are all at stake. If we fail in our neces-
sary duty, our land will become the price of conquest, the
plunder of foreigners; and the effect of this conquest will
be ruin and destruction to its present inhabitants, poverty
and slavery to their immediate and remote successors. It is
enough to fire with an invincible resolution rather to be
wrecked in the storm, than to survive, the subjects of slavery,
or the objects for a military execution.

"" e have passed the Rubicon; there is no retreat. What
a Hutchinson has planned, a George has executed. The
long and black catalogue of measures projected by the
former, has been sanctified by the latter, and adopted by
Britons. They received them with eagerness, carried them
into their Senate, and made them their own. They are
therefore principals in a felony, sufficient to wean fmm all
attachments. Considering how we have been oppressed,
and (if we may judge of the future by the past) how we shall
be oppressed, if viewed as subordinate, instead of allied; it
pleads strongly for bursting asunder those imaginary bands
which have too long chained us to misery; for to contem-
plate the doctrines of Independency, and in earnest to inquire
whether, if tota]]y afloat from a state on which, as such, we
were never dependant, we cannot, by the compass of com-
mon sense, weather the storm, and steer safely into the har-
bour of absolute freedom. The. characters of Kings, as
contained in the story of the world, have been made up of
knaves or of fools. The former have been monsters for
extravagancies, barbarity, and dissipation; the latter, like a
we<!k ship in a violent tempest, with a vast sail, and no
rudder. Examples are numerous.

A worthless villain having filled the ears of a foolish King
with false stOl;es of the Jews, he .issues his Proclamation for

,their utter extirpation, and to kill at pleasure, and seventy
thousand were slain. If a frantick fancy come into the

,head of a drunken whore, (the famous Thais,) Persepolis, a
Royal city of Persia, must be burnt by the .hand of Alexan-

,der. If the man after Gud's own heart is smitten with
the charms of Bathsheba, Uriah must be murdered. If a
dancing wench please Herod, half his kingdom is at stake,

.and the most venerable of mortal heads must be sacrificed
to the rag-eof her impure mother. If Helena, the daughter
,of a King, the most beautiful woman of her time, run away
with a young rake, Troy must be reduced to ashes by a ten

.years' siege. But if the son of a King ravish a woman,
Kings must be expelled.

The instances of weak, wicked, and barbamus exercises
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of Monarchical power, which caused the Tyber to swell with
blood under the Emperors, are too many, and too horrid to
be described. The history of the dreadful contest for the
Throne between the Houses.of York and Lancaster, which
fattened the fields with human gore; of the cruel carnage
of the bloody Alary, who blackened the air with gibbeted
men; the mad pranks of Henry VIII., Charles 1., ami George
III., are too notorious to need repeating. Thus bewitch-
ing and metamorphosing is power; thus fluctuating is Go-
vernmerlt, and wretched the governed, under the capre-
cious wantonings of R!'gal domination. Surely it is enough
to destroy in the breast of thinking beings that mysterious
veneration for the cro\vned monsters; to exclude them from
every system contrived for happiness; and to prepare the
formal bills for our perpetual divorce from such political
fornicators.

Attempts will still be made by the artful and wicked to
create animosities, dissensions, and party strife. 'Ve tmst
the penetration of the times will be sufficient to discover
their int.entions, and resent the affront. If we become stran-
gers to magnanimity, harmony among ourselves, integrity,
and personal courage; if we yield to the cautions of a timo-
rous moderation, to the maxims of a temporary interest, to
the Inllings of an unmanly repose, or the misplaced orders
for State connections; if betrayed by cowardice, perverted
by cunning, or subdued by power,-all will be gone, a]) de-
pendant upon the momentary will of a Prince, or his minions
inofflce. Happiness and liberty, property and life, will become
matters of gracious indulgence; rights and privileges, the
meums and tuwns of private Interest, will be no more. The
sublime doctrines of jure di-vino, of a British or an American
Dr. Sacheverel, wi]) form our creed; the irreligious edicts
of an unprincipled Senate regulate the conscience; the sub-
tilty of a jacobitish Chief Justice direct our contemplations,
whips and swords procure submissions, the terror of chains
and the hormrs of a prison secure subjection.

Having, in a general way, touched upon those calamities
which demonstrate the dangers that we have been, and still

.are exposed to, unless repelled by vigorous, timely, and
united exertions; I shall suffer the pen which has too 10nD'
trespassed on the reader's patience to drop fi'om the hand
ever ready for the service of the publick; and as an atone-
ment for dwelling thus long on a character so justly odious
to every honest man as the hero of our paper, I drop him
like.wise with ineffable contempt, never to be stooped for
agam.

Friends and Fellow- Christians: That you may constantly
implore His aid who winds up the chain of eternal events,
coops in space, and dwells in the fields of immensity; that
wisdom from on high, firmness, magnanimity, and a sagacity
that lifts up the curtain of futurity, may pervade the bosoms
of our Senatorial bodies; that the tears of America may
be bottled in the vials of Heaven; that the LORD GOD of
GODS, the LORD GOD of GODS may gird on the sword of his
Majesty, and lead on our host to the battle; that our Ge-
nerals may know no fear; that the feet of our soldiers may
be like the roaring of lions, and their faces firm as the
mountains; that the fountain of their life may be shielded
by the spreading hand of Omnipotence; that their injuries
may be healed with celestial balsam; that the blood of those
who breathe out their souls at open wounds, may flow into
the veins of a crucified Saviour; that they may exchan'Te
the present weapons of their warfare for crowns and fur
diadems; that every man, woman, and child, where, when,
and whomsoever he be, may have discernment of their duty,
and integrity ahd courage to discharge it; that the enemy
may come out in one way, and retreat in ten; tbat their
plots m'!y be discovered, themselves taken in their own
craftiness, and their froward Councils hurled headlonD'; that
thei. cannon may refuse 'to roar, and the winds to" wave
their hoisted banners; that health may encircle our camps,
success repair to our standard, and adversity stand tremblin(T
at a distance; that America may rise triumphant, blossol~
as the rose, and swell with increasing splendour, like the
growing beauties of the Spring, bearing in her right hand
the great Charter of Salvation, the Gospel of the Heavenly
Jesns, and in the left the unfolded volumes of Peace, Liber-
ty, and Truth, until the sturdy pillars of Nature shall tottcr
into ruin, and the whole fabrick of Creation retumble into
chaos,-is the daily prayer of

COSMOPOLITAN.
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JOHN BAXTER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore Town. May 2, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Permit me tq take this opportunity of ac-
knowledging the grateful sense I entertain of the honour done
me by the late Provincial Convention held for this Province,
which honourable body you now represent, in appointing
me a Lieutenant in the Fourth Company of the Regulars,
raised for the defence of this Province. An opportunity
now offers, by embracing of which, I am fully convinced I
can equally serve th~ American cause, and, peradventure,
reap considerable private advantage; and inasmuch as I
am well assured that numbers of gentlemen, with superior
abilities, and, I hope, with equal zeal and attachment, will
gladly accept of my berth, I therefore humbly beg leave
to resign my commission, which I have sent you enclosed;
most ardently wishing that America in general, and this Pro-
vince in particular, may ever be successful in their struggle
for the glorious cause of liberty.

I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect, your very
humble servant, JOHN BAXTER.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety.

CHARLES CARROLL TO MARYLAND COUNCIl. OF SAFETY.

Mount Clare, May 2, 17i6.

GENTLEMEN: The enclosed were brought to me yester-
day, by Mr. William Smith, which I promised him I would
transmit to you by the first opportunity. I sent for Mr.
Hopkins, as you desired, and directed him to send half the
linens to Annapolis, by the Defence or her tender; but they
had set off before he returned to town. Be pleased to write
to him, whether he may hire a boat and now send them
with safety to you. I have been so much out of order that
I have not been able to call on Colonel Ware about the
tents, but will do it as soon as I possibly can.

I am, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient hum-
ble servant C C' HARLES ARROLL.

To the Council of Safety.

MARYLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO BALTIMORE COMMITTEE.
[No. 138.] Annapolis,May 2, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: We understand from Captain Nicholson,
that you have now got your boom down at Whetstone
Point. 'We desire, therefore, the schooner Ninety-Two
may no longer be detained, and have ordered Mr. Young to
despatch her immediately. Weare, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL SMAI.LWOOD.

[No. 139.] . Annapolis, May 2,1776.

SIR: Upon considering the representation made by Ma-
jor Gist, relative to Christian Castler, the Council of Safety
are of opinion that his case comes properly under the seventh

_ Article of War, and that he cannot be punished with death;
and therefore that the appointment of a Court Martial by
the Council of Safety is unnecessary.

Weare, &c.
To Colonel WiIlI:am Smallwood.

FROM THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1776.

SIR : You are hereby directed to station thirty-five men,
with a proper officer, of your battalion, at the Palse Cape,
to protect the navigation, and do duty there, until further
orders.

I am, sir, your very humble servant,
.

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To the Officer commanding the Battalion of Continental
Troops in'Delaware Government.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GOVERN OUR TRUl\I:BULL.

New-York, May 2, 1776.

SIR: I received your favour of tlle 22d ultimo, and am
sorry to inform you that it is not in my power at this time
to refund to your Colony the powder lent the Continent,

=It

our magazines here being very low, and the pressing de-
mands from Canada obliging me immediately to forward
sixty barrels thither. Should any inconvenience rcsuJt to'
the Colony from not having it, it will give me much uneasi-.
ness. You may rest assured that as soon as I possibly can"
I will make a return of it.

The Commissary-General has not presented the account
yet; when he does, it shall immediately be paid.

I am, sir, with esteem, your most humble servant,
GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To Governour Trumbull.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL JAMES CLINTON.

New-York, May 2,1776.

SIR: Having received information that there is a number
of arms at one T-Ji17tsey's, at the Pishkills, among the oill-.
cers' baggage which came from St. John's, I request and
authorize you to make inquiry about them, and to secure
all you can find.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
GEORGE \\T ASHINGTON.

To Colonel James Clinton, Third New- York.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO GENERAL WARD.
New-York, May 2, 1776.

SIR: His Excellency having heard that the Regiments
stationed on Dorchester-Heights and Bunker-Hill are not
employed in carrying on the works for the defence of Bos-
ton, from some misapprehension in you that they were to be

.
kept constantly there, I am commanded by him to signify
to you that he never had it in idea that they were to be
exempted from the common round of duty and fatigue, and
that he expected them to give every assistance you might
judge necessary, for expediting and completing the fortifi-
cations, &c. I am, sir, yours, &c.

R. H. HARRISON.

To Major-General Ward, Boston.

COLONEL LEARNED TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-York, May 2,1776.

SIR: With regret I must humbly represent my case to
your Excellency. Being so indispose~ in body that I am
absolutely rendered unfit to serve the much injured and dis-
tressed publick with that alacrity and usefulness I could wish,
or the importance of the cause requires; yet my heart and
greatest wish is that your Excellency may receive renown,
and the United Colonies' arms still be distinguished with
success and victory, and in God's own time every worthy
member in this struggle return to and enjoy his own habi-
tation in peace.

But at present must request to absent myself from the
Army in the manner your Excellency shall prescribe; and
if it shall be thought most expedient I should be dismissed
the Continental service, if my past conduct is equal, should
pray I may be dismissed with honour and supported horne.
In obtaining this, I shall have fi'esh instances of your Ex-
cellency's favour; and lay me under new obligations ever
to remain your very humble servant,

EBENEZER LEARNEP.

To the Hon. His Excellency George TVashington, Esq.

FRANCIS LEWIS TO ROGER SHERMAN.

New-York, May 2,1776.

SIR: I have been favoured with your letter of the 25th
ultimo, which should have answered sooner, but waited for
an opportunity of consulting Colonel Mifflin, Quartermas-
ter-General, on the subject of shoes, who informs me that the
full quantity, (say ten thousand pair,) ordered by Congress,
will be wanted for the Army. I have therefore directed
Mr. Ogden to continue the shoemakers at work in Jersey,
and have also employed others here. Stockinas are not to
be procured in this city; they must be got at Philadelp~ia,
and money must be sent here to pay for the shoes.

Enclosed you have a return of shoes already delivered
here. Hempen and yarn stockings will be the most suitable.

As our election for Delegates is to be on the 14th in-
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'Stant, I shall defer my retur.:nto Philadelphia till that is
'Over. I am, sir, your very humble servant,

FRANCIS LEWIS.

"To Roger Sherman, Esquire, at Philadelphia.

.,-

ISAAC SEARS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

l'iew-Haven, May 2, 1776.

SIR: Your Excellency wilJ please excuse my writing to
you on a subject that it is most probable you will have taken
up before this comes to hand; but as it is the business of
the Provincial Congress at New- York to first see that the
resolves of the Continental Congress are carried into execu-
tion, I must suppose your Excellency would not interfere
with :them, unless you should see an absolute necessity for
it; and it is a duty I owe to my country to lIse my utmost
endeavours to preserve and keep inviolate the laws of the
Continental Congress.

I must now acquaint your Excellency that, before I left
New-York, I heard many of the tea holders say they would
have a dollar the pound for their tea, (ifit should get to that,
would it stop there ?) and since I have been here, information
has been given me that some of the tea holders have begun to
sen their tea at eight shillings, which has induced the tea hold-
ers in this Colony to refuse selling their tea till they see what
New- York intends to do. I think it would be a very dan-
gerous consequence to sell the tea higher than the Congress
has limited it; for it would lay a foundation for violating every
law the Continental Congress has made, and may hereafter
make, whenever it suits the mercenary merchant to line his
'pocket with cash; and it is scandalous to the highest degree
for the merchan t to sell the tea higher than the limited price;
for the Continental Congress has limited it to one shilling and
six-pence per pound higher than the tea holders asked for it

.last fall, which pays them a very large interest; and as to
my part, I am entirely satisfied with the price; although I
have as much tea by me as would advance my estate large-
ly, were tbetea holders to violate the resolves of the Con-
gress; for I make not tbe least doubt but they would soon get
twenty shillings a pound for it. I had thirty-nine chests in
tbis Government; and since I returned from New- York bave
opened the sale by the small quantity, at six shillings, New-
York currency, and sold about ten chests; but shall now
stop till I see the event of what will be done in New- Yark
respecting that article, as, if there is not a stop put to the use
of it, the tea that I sell at the limited price may be sold by
others at twenty shillings per pound. .

I am, your Excellency's most obedient, and very humble
servant, ISAAC SEARS.

To His Excellency General Washington, at New-York.

CAPTAIN DELAPLACE TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 8, 1776 ]

WeathersftelJ, Connecticut, May 2, 1776.

Captain Delaplace, of his Majesty's Twenty-Sixth Regi-
ment, begs leave to acquaint the honourable the Continental
Congress that, by their late resolves respecting the prisoners
in their custody, he, as an individual, lies under many par-
ticular and severe hardships, to wit: his private stock at
Ticonderoga, consisting of forty-five sheep, eleven homed
cattle, household and kitchen furoitUl'e, besides many other
articles, such as three fusils, a silver-hilted sword, a silvel'
mounted hanger,-the whole amounting to two hundred
pounds sterling and upwards; for which no account has ever
been made him, though assured by Colonels Allen and Arnold
that be should be no loser by the leaving such property be-
hind him. As to the second particular wherein he is a suf-
ferer, that he must refund, from the time of his arrival at
Hartford as a prisoner, being the 21st of May last, (1775,)
what has been allowed from the General Assembly for the
,maintaining him, his wife, twochiJdren, and a servant, amount-
;in<rweekly to seven dollars per week.

"Having thus laid before their Honours the particulars of
his sufferings, begs their assistance, for which he shall esteem
himself highly honoured; and is, with the greatest respect,
4heir most obedient servant,

. WILLIAM DELAPLACE, Captain 26th Regiment.
'To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the

,Continental Congress.

N. B. Captain Delaplace begs leave to acquaint the ho-
nourable the Continental ConO"ress.that he wrotc to his Ex-
cellency General Schuyler co;cerning the withi~ mentioned
particulars, but has not, as yet, obtained any assistance from
him.

NATHANIEL SHAW, JUN., TO ADMIRAL HOPKINS.

New-London, May 2, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I received a line from Captain Hopkins to put
as much provision on board the Andrew Doria as wiJl serve
them for three months; which I shall comply with, and
imagine she will be ready to sail by Saturday next.

1 received a line fron\ Bedford, and my friend writes me
that he has delivered the five hundred weight of powder to
Governour Cooke's order; so I shall take that quantity out
of the powder you landed here.

\Ve have two deserters here that came from the brig that
is at Block-Island, they say the ship Cerberns has thirty-t\\O
eighteen-pounders, and two hundred men; and that the peo-
ple at Block-Island tell them all they know. The ship sails
very fast. I am, sir, your humble servant,

NATHANIEL SHAW, Ju~.

To &cck Hopkins, Esquire, Commander-in-Chief of tho
American Fleet, at Providence.

COMMISSIONERS FOR RESTORING PEACE IN THE COr,ONIEs.

Whitehall, May 3, 1776.

The King has been pleased to order 1etters patent to be
passed under the Great Seal of Great Britain, constituting
and appointing Rt'chard Lord Viscount flowe, of the King-
dom of Ireland, and the Honourable fViZZiam Howe, Esq.,
Major-General of his Majesty's forces, and General of his
Majesty's forces in North-America. only, to be his Majesty's
Commissioners for restoring peace to his Majesty's Colonies
and Plantations in North-America, and for granting pardons
to such of his Majesty's subjects there, now in rebellion, as
shall deserve the Royal mercy.

His Majesty hath also been pleased to appoint Ilwry
Strachy, Esquire, to be Secretary of the said Commission.

WORCESTERCOUNTY(MARYLAND) COMMITTEE.

In Committee of Observation for Worcester County, (.
May 3, 1776. 5

In pursuance of the Resolves of the Convention, Mr.
Elijah Shockley made return of his Company of Militia,
consisting of eight Non-Commissioned Officers and fifty
Privates; by which return it appears that the said Elijah
SlwckliCY is duly elected as Captain, James Johnson as First
Lieutenant, ,~tephen Bacham as Second Lieutenant, and
Elijah Carey as Ensign, of said Company.

Signed by order: H. DENNIS, Clerk.

To the Maryland Council of Safety.

SAMUEL PURVIANCE, JU~., TO THE MARYLAND COUNCIL OJ'

SAFETY.
Baltimore, May 3, 1776.

GENTLE~IEN: I forgot to get from you a copy of the letter
which I wrote by Captain Smith to the gentlemen of the
Baltimore Committee when at Annapolis. Please to order
your clerk to furnish me a copy thereof per return of Cap-
tain Smith; which will oblige, gentlemen, your humble ser-
vant,

S_<\.."-UELPURVIANCE,JUN.
To tbe Counci1 of Safety.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF sAFETY TO HENRY YOST.
[No. 140.] Annapolis,May 3,1776.

SIR: In November hst you contracted \fith the Council
of Safety for the delivery of seventy-five muskets, with
wom1S, steel ramrods, bayonets with steel blades, &c., on
or before the 1st of May, to the Council of Safety, at the
city of Annapolis, and received one hundred and fifty pounds
currency per ad~'ance. lVe are now in great want of the
guns, and the time being past, we request you would Jet us
have them as soon as possible, or at kast as many as YOll
have ready; they may be delivered to the order of M<~or
Price, at Freden'ckt-own. We also' expect you wiJl com-
ply with your further contract for the deli\'ery of twenty-fivo
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muskets, with like accoutrements, at Georgetown, per month;
the time commences on the 14th of this instant. Weare
much surprised that we have not had some guns delivered
us heretofore from your shop. Weare, &c.

To Mr. Henry Yost, Frederick County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO JOHN UNSOLD.
[No. 141.) Annapolis, ]\fay 3, 1776.

SIR: On the 14th of December, 1715, you entered into
an enpagement to make and deliver, on or before the 1st day
of ~lay, 1716, to the Council of Safety, or their order,
at Georgetown or Baltimore town, eighty good, substantial,
proved muskets, three and a half feet in the, barrel, three-
fourths of an inch in the bore, with double bridle-locks,
black-walnut or maple stocks, and plain, stroner brass
mounting, bayonets with steel blades seventeen inch~s loner.",
steel ramrods, double screws, priming wires :lnd brushes
fitted thereto, with a pair of brass moulds to cast twel ve
bulJets on one side, and on the other side to cast shot of
such a size as the musket will chamber three of them.
Twen!y-nine muskets, very roughly made, with pickers
and wIpers, and one bullet mould, have been delivered; but
not one bayonet. The residue of the arms, and the bayo-
nets, &c., are immediately wanted. The Province has been
greatly disappointed by your non-compliance with your con-
tract; we therefore require you will immediately send them,
on pain of answering all the evil consequences that may
ensue. We are, &c.

.

To Mr. John Unsold, Frederick County.

JI[AR,YLANDCOUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL WARE.

[No. 142.] Annapolis,May 3, 1776.
SIR: We leave Colonel Ware entirely at larere on the

point of inoculation; we think it the safest method of takiner
the small-pox, but would have him judge of the risk; w~
ar~ doubtful tents cannot be provided for some time. Cap-
tam Fulford comes up to make some inquiries for us; if
it lies in your way to assist him, we should be obliged to
you for it. Weare, &c.

To Colonel Francis Ware.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO FREDERICK COUNTY

COM}1ITTEE.

[No. 144.] Annapolis,May 3,1776.
GENTLEMEN: We send you enclosed a list of prisoners

transmitted to us from North- Carolina, who arc to be kept
in custody in this Province. We request you would make
the best inquiry you can into the circumstances and condi-
tiOJ~of the pers~ns, and ha~e those kept that you may think
entitled to any mdulgence m some room or rooms in Frede-
ri~ktown under ~ proper guard; the. others in the publick
pnson t?ere, until the Tory-House IS got ready, which we
hope will be done soon. The Convention from Nortl~-
Carolina ha ve sent us no state of the prisoners' particular
cases, nor any~hing more than we enclose you a copy of;
they are to do It soon. Should any of the prisoners incline
to ha~d any state of their case in writing to us, we should
be obliged to you to forward any such, and we will consi-
der the affair more fully hereafier, and erive instructions.
f b b'

I any e necessary, what further we would have done.
~hj:) immediate exp~nse will fall, we suppose, on this Pro-
vmce; but surely lVorth-Carolina or the Continent will re-
imburse us. Weare, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for the Middle District of
Frederick County.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL MAGRUDER.

[No. 145.) Annapolis, May 3, 1776.
SIR:W e r~quest you wo~ld appoint a proper guard to

convey the pnsoners from North-Carolina that will be de-
livered to you at Georgetown, from thence to Fredericktown
there to be delivered to the Committee of Observation, t~
whom we have written on the occasion. The Province will
be answerable to you for reasonable expenses.

'Ve are, &c.

To Colonel Zadock .Magruder.

COLONEL HAND TO ANDREW ALLEN.. .
[Read May 4, 1776, and referred to Mr. Reed, Mr. Sergeant, and Mr.

Huntington.) .

Philade]phia, May 3, 1776.

SIR: I beg leave through you to inform the honourable
Continental Congress that, in conseqUE'nce of their resolu-
tion of the 15th ultimo to recruit and reinlist the Rifle Regi-
ment, I have, wIth the approbation of the Commander-in-
Chief, ordered a number of officers and men on that service.
In full confidence that the honourable Congress would be
pleased to advance a fund for the purpose of recruiting, to
be deducted from the lilture Pay of the rerriment I have
d

. "
,

IrectE'd the officers (who will be here to-morrow) to call
on me for money. As the country is milch drained 6f
men, and the inlisting for two years a matter of novelty, we
will be obliged to advance each man a month's pay on his
inlisting, which, for the seven companies now to be com-
pleted, will amount to one thousand three hundred and
forty-~even pounds ten sbi!lings, Pennsylvania currency,
allowmg each man to reCCIve advance as private, exclu-
sive of the sum allowed for inlistiner each recruit and for

b
.

f
",

su slstence 0 the officers and recruits until they join the
regiment, which I am unacquainted with, and beer the Con-
gress will please to ascertain.

to

As arms are scarce, and those now in the rerriment are
the property of the soldiers, it will be necessary to detain
those belongin!!" to the men that will not re-eneraere and Pay0, 0 ,

..

them the value, which will be a charge. against the recruits.
Money for this purpose I must also request the honourable
Congress will be pleased to permit me to draw for, as soon
as I know the sum wanted.

A decent pride being one of the most necessary consti-
tuents of a soldier, and as nothiner contributes more to a
man's good opinion of himself tha~1 dress, I trust that the
Congress will advance me a sum sufficient to purchase a
complete uniform dress for the Rifle Regiment. I am con-
vinced it will be of great utility, and contribute much to the
good of th~ service.; and as it wil~ be deducted by easy
stoppages from theIr pay the ensumg year, the Continent
can suffer no loss.

As at the time the Rifle Regiment was raised the Con-
gress thought it proper to allow no more than one drummer
or fifer to a company, and as the regiments since raised
are allowed a drummer and a fifeI'. to each company
which is absolutely necessary; I therefore pray that I mai
have the same indulgence.

I have only tQ add, that his Excellency has laid his com-
mands upon m~ to .use the utmost diligence in recruiting;
and that I am, SIr, wIth much respect, your most obedient,
humble servant, EDWARD HAND,

Cownel of First Continental Regimen't.

To Andrew Allen, Esq., in Continental Congress.

PENNSYLVANIA COM~nTTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS.

[Read May 3, 1776, and referred to Mr. Sherman, Mr. Floyd, and Mr.
:Sergeant. ]

In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, May 3,1776.

Sm: This Committee having considered the petition of
Mr. Oswell Eve,areof opinion it should be laid before the
honourable Congress; and they take the liberty of sending it

t~ you for that pl~r~ose; ~t the same time, they certify that
M.r. Eve has at d1fle~'ent times, upon the recommendation of
tillS Board, shown Ills works and improvements to sllch gen-
tlemen as were appointed from this and the nei,rhbouriner
Colonies to view the same. ""

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
JOHN NIXON, Chairman.

To the HQnourable John lIancock, Esq.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL \vYNKOOP.

New-York, May 3, 1716.

S.IR: Since the Adjutant-General's letter to you of the
1st mstant, I have received from the Committee of Safety

a note of the com panies belon,riner to each reerirnent an d
h " "

",t e places where they arc stationed; by which I find that
four of the companies belonging to Colonel Clinton's Regi-
m~nt are at Fort ~Iontgomery and Fort Constitution, which
wIll answer the purpose intended when the order was sent
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to you to repair thither, which order I now think proper to
countermand, as I have received by express from General
Schuyler a letter, wherein he mentions the necessity of
having a regiment stationed on the communication between
Albany and Canada; yon will therefore, sir, on receipt
hereof repair to Albany, and obey such orders as you may
receive fr~m General &huyler respecting your regiment.

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, .
GEORGE 'V ASHINGTON.

To Colonel Wynkoop.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO GENERAL SCHUYLER.

New-York, May 3,1776.

DEAR SIR: I received your favour of the 27th ultimo
yesterday evening, with its several enclosures; and in part
answer thereto, refer you to mine of the ;:9t11, which pro-
bably will have come to hand ere now. But lest any
accident has prevented it, I will again inform you that, in
obedience to an order of Congress, I have detached six
more regiments, under General Sullivan, in addition to
those under General Thompson, to reinforce our A ffilY in
Canada; all of which, except a few companies, are em-
barked; and as the situation of our affairs in that quarter is
not so promising as we could wish, and an early arrival of
them may be of infinite advantage to us, I shall repeat
my request, and in full confidence trust, that you will do
everything in your power to hasten their march. I have.
sent forward with them sixty barrels of pO\vder, which is all

. that can be spared from hence at this time, which I hope

will an.jve safe. The Commissary I have been importunate
with; he tells me eight hundred barrels of pork are gone
to Albany, and that he every day expects a further quantity
fi'om Connecticut, which he will order to you as soon as it
comes, without stopping here. You wiII also receive three
boxes of money, said to contain three hundred thousand
dollars, which, from my letter from Congress accompanying
them, are for Canada: yours probably will be _more parti-
cular. But I should think, my dear sir, if thi whole will
not be more than sufficient to pay the troops and the claims
there, (though some of it might be intended for you,) that
it will be advisable to send it forward. You wil] have it in
your power to get a further supply before long to satisfy
your engagements; those in Canada, either with our men
or others, should not remain unpaid at this critical and in-
teresting period; YOll, however, will be better able to judge
what should be done in this instance than I possibly can.
'Vith respect to your military chest, when replenished, I see
no impropriety in your giving warrants as usual; it seems
to be necessary, and of consequence must have myappro-
bation.

The Quartemmster has forwarded a parcel of intrenching
tools and other necessaries, with about five hundred tents,
the latter to be equally and properly distributed among this
last detachment: no more can be had at this time. You
will also receive the chain which General Lee ordered,
which 1 think should be sent to and fixed at the place it is
designed for with all possible expedition: it may be of great
service and benefit. In respect to sailors to cruise and pass
il1 the lakes, on the 24th ultimo I gave a warrant to a Cap-
tain Jacobu$ Wynkoop, for two hundred and seventy-six and
two-thirds dollars, for a month's advance pay for himself,
officers, and men, who are engaged in that service; of this
I then advised you, and of their different pay, that you
might take an account of it, and know what they are to
receive in future.

I am exceedingly salTY you should have been so indis-
posed. I had hopedyoll would get perfectly restored, so as
not only to have seen the end of this campaign, but your great
labour and unwearied assiduity in the cause of your country
crowned with success and the blessings of freedom. You
have my most fervent wishes for it.

I have just received an arrangement of the companies
allotted by the Committee of Safety to Colonels Wynkoop
and Clinton for their regiments, a copy of which you have
enclosed, by which you will see they are diffi~rently arranged
from what you expected or I knew; I have therefore coun-
termanded an order which was issued to Colonel Wynkoop
before, and directed him (the companies at Albany being in
his regiment) to repair immediately to you for such direc-
tions and orders respecting his regiment as you may judge

necessary to give. This you wiII employ at the posts you
mentioned for the communication. I can spare no more
from hence, tbe ton regiments already detailed having
weakened us here too much. The four companies of Co-
lonel Clinton's Regiment at the Highland fortifications I
intend shall remain there, for carrying on and garrisoning
those works, and which will be joined by another. Those
on Long-Island will be kept there.

I am, dear sir, with sentiments of great respect, your most
obedient, humble servant, G WEORGE ASHINGTON.

To General Schuyler.

PETER T. CURTENlUS TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.
New-York, May 3, 1776.

GENTLE;lfEN;I have no bed-cases, nor cartouch-boxes,
&c. These articles are in possession of ~lr. Roorback and
Norwood, who are not authorized to deliver any to my
orders; therefore Captain Jackson will require an order on
each of them for what he will want.

I am, gentlem~n, your most obedient servant,
PETER T. CURTENlUS.

To the Committee of Safety.

N. B. One bcd-case for two men is the allowance.

Messrs. SECRETARIES: Pl~mse to remember, when you
make out orders, that Norwood has the guns and pouches,
and Roorback the bed-cases, irons, trammels, pails, shovels,
and tongs.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN PHILADELPIJIA,
DATEDNEW-YORK,[;lUY 3,] 1776.

Soon after I received your letter, I sent for Colonel Sears,
:Mr. John Smith, and some others, whom I knew to be
staunch, to spend an evening with me, that I might con-
verse with them upon the subject. It would not do to show
your letter, or even hint that I had receiyed it; but an op-
portunity for introducing tbe subject soon offered. A Cap-
tain of my guard came and reported that the Committee of
Safety had sent some persons to the main guard, who had
no complaint lodged against them. I immediately sent to
the Committee, and they sent a Sub-Committee to wait
upon me. I asked them what charge they had to lay
against the prisoners. They informed me, one was a Col-
lector, who had not accounted for the money he had col-
lected, and had abused their Congress; the others were in
for diffi~rent crimes. I told them that I could by no means
consent to have free citizens subjected to trials by Court-
Martial; they must try them by proper courts, if such there
were; and if not, the offenders must run at large till neces-
sity obliged them to constitute the proper courts. This
opened the door for me, and I took advantage of it. The
Sub-Committee thanked me for my care over the liberties of
their fellow-citizens, and owned the necessity of taking up
Government. &ars, Smith, &c., were strongly of that
opinion, and all went home perfectly sati~fied, and without
suspecting the conversation was anything more than acci-
dental.

The next day Greene and I were ordered to the jail, to
see some prisoners of war. There I found some persons in
for robbery, and one for murder. As I found I had good
success in the beginning, I determined to keep on, and fre-
quently took occasion to mention the great difficulty which
must attend their present state; that it would be tyrannical
to execute those persons without a trial; to try and execute
them by process, in the name of a King with whom we
were at war, would be absurd; and if neither of these
methods were taken, they must, whether guilty or not, suf-
fer perpetual imprisonment. The argument took effect;
and f'ven Tories themselves acknowledged it was best to
take up Government till reconciliation should take place.
This doctrine pleased me well; for I knew if Government
was once assumed, upon whatever motives, they would find
that the Rubicon was passed, and that they could never re-
turn to their ancient form.

I tben, by the advice of my Privy Council, drew up a
piece purporting to be a Petition to the Committee of Safety,
to request leave from the Continental Congress to take up
Government. This piece I enclose you; and thouo-h badly
written, it steers so directly between Whigism and Toryism,
that no person can tell whether it was drawn by a Whig Of
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Tory. My Privy Council informed me that it had the de-
sired effect. The Whigs were fond of it, pecause, if it took
effect, their point was carried, and no retreat could ever take
place; the Tories were fond of it, because it held up the
damned reconciliation they were seeking after.

Being wen informed of my success, I thought it time to
sound our Colone1. I sent for him. We conversed freely
upon the matter of taking up Government.. He owned the
necessity of it, and said it would be carried into execution,
at all events, at the meeting of their Convention. He in-
formed me that almost every person began to see the neces-
sity; and that the instructions then drawing up for their Dele-
gates mentioned nothing about effecting a reconciliation, but
to protect and defend America. When I found him in the
true way to happiness, I dismissed him and attacked others.
To Tories, I painted the evils attending their present state;
to Whigs, I held up the advantage of seizing the precious
moment. I soon found my party increase with sUl1)rising
rapidity.

Tu the Honourable the Provincial Congress of the Colony
of N EW-YORK.

The Petition of HENRY DAWKINS, a Prisoner now in cus-
tody, in behalf of an O1"derfrom the said Congress, hum-
bly showeth :

That your Petitioner, understanding that a certain Philip
Youngs is apprehended on account of being concerned with
your unfortunate Petitioner in counterfeiting the Continental
and other money; in order to protect the innocent, fef'ls
bound, by all the ties of humanity and conscience, to de-
clare that the said Philip Yonngs hath never, directly or
indirectly, been concerned in the aforesaid counterfeiting,
printing, or passing of the said bills; and that all informa-
tion on that account is absolutely groundless, as your Peti-
tioner declared the same to Captain 'flool, at the house of
Nathaniel Williams, at Huntington, on the Sunday your Pe-
titioner was apprehended. Your Petitioner therefore hum-
bly hopes that the Congress will consider the matter, and
discharge the said Philip Youngs from his confinement;
which obligation shall ever be acknowledged by the Con-
gress's distressed, humble servant, H DENRY AWKI~S.

Old City-Hall, May 3, 1776.

To Nathaniel Woodhull, Esq., President of the Provincial
Congress of the Province of New- York.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

(Read May 14, 1776. Referred to Mr. Livingston, Mr. Jefferson, and
Mr. J. Adams.]

Fort George, May 3, 1776.

SIR: I am just now honoured with your favour of the
20th of April, enclosing sundry resoluiions of Congress,
which I shaJJminutely attend to, as far as I may be able.

The lead found at Crown-Point, I have been under the
necessity of ordering to Canada. It did not exceed three
tons and a half, and no more can be procured there. 'We
have not ten pounds either in Albany, Ticonderoga, Crown-
Point" or this place, and we should not be long left desti-
tute of so necessary an article.

The want of money to pay our dehts, the scarcity of
forage, and the immense quantity of baggage with which
our troops encumber themselves, are so many sources of in-
expressible distress to mI'. I fear that, notwitbstanding
every possible exertion, the Army in Canada will suffer, as
the pork comes very slowly from Albany. "The people in
geJ,1eral," as Mr. Livingston, in a letter of the 1st instant,
observes, "are resolved nOt to ride until they are paid off.
Some thousands are J,10Wowing to them, and they have not
wherewith to purchase provender." I shall hasten to Alba-
ny the moment I have seen General Thompson from hence,
and I hope to meet with some better success in forwarding
provisions, as I have requested Mr. Livingston to signify to
the people that money is on the way from Philadelphia,
which I hope may prove true.

I do not apprehend that there is any just foundation for
the fears entertained by the people of New-Jer.~ey. About
one hundred and fifty Indians are now at Albany, and I
cannot believe that any hostilities will be commenced by
others while they remain there. The Senecas and Cayugas

are not fi'iendly; but I believe tl1ey wiJ] not act against us,
from prudential motives, and I cannot think we have any-
thing to fear from the others.

1\11'.DOllw is purchasing goods at Albany, for the Indians
now there. It is absolutely necessary to be done, that they
may go home well satisfied.

Some of the people mentioned in the affidavit I did my-
self tbe honour to transmit you in my last, have been appre-
hended and lodged in Jail at Albany. I cannot learn that
they had much success in procuring adberents.

The Commissioners arrived at St. John's on the 27th;
and, on tbe 28tb ultimo, t\venty-four batteaus, with troops,
&c., &c., had already arrived, and th~ others were mo-
mently expected. I believe the whole are now before Que-
beck.

I have found myself under the necessity of building a
number of batteaus, far exceeding what Congress ordered.
One hundred and thirty are now built, and I propose to
complete them to two bundred; but if more troops should
be sent, even that number will be insufficient.

.

Commodore Douglass is not arrived, nor is a single sailor
come up; so that I shall be obliged to send on tbe provi-
sions in batteaus from hence to St. John's; and for this
arduous service, I have only seventy,men of tbe troops
raised for tbe defence of this Colony, the others being not
yet come up, if raised, \V.bich I much doubt.

I am perfectly recovered of the ague, and hope to be
able to cndure any fatigue, and to go through any service I
may be called to.

I am, with the most unfeigned respect and esteem, sir,
your most obedient, bumble servant,

PHILIP SCHUYLER.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort George, May 3, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Since I did myself the honour to address
your ExceJJency, on the 27tb ultimo, I have had no intelli-
gence from Quebeck.

John Carroll, in a letter of the 28th April, dated at St.
John's, has advised me of the safe arrival of himself and
his brothers, the Commissioners, at that place on the pre-
ceding day. He adds, that twenty-four batteaus, with
troops, had already passed that place, and that the remain-
der were momently expected, as the wind was fair. It con-
tinued so the 29th and 30th, so that I have great reason to
believe the whole, together with the heavy cannon, are
arrived before Queberk.

In hopes of a supply of ammunition fi'om below, I sent
on aU that was here, and at every other post. Mr. TVisner,
in a letter of the 29th Apn:l, informs me that I may imme-
diately expect about three tons of. powder. I will detain no
more here than what may barely suffice, and send the rest
on to Canada. Your ExceJJency will please to order some
lead to be forwarded to me.

Colonels Greaton and Patterson's Regiments are arrived
at Ticonderoga; the former is to move thence to-day, and
the latter to-morrow. Colonel Bond's arrived here last even-
ing, and crosses Lake George to-day. Colonel Poor's, which
I expect to-morrow, wiJJ not be detained a moment. 1 shan
attend General Thompson to Ticonderoga, and arrange mat-
ters in that quarter, and then hasten to Albany, to push on
pork, which comes on very slowly, as the wagoners refuse
to ride until they are paid off, and we have not a farthing of
money. I have written to Philadelphia for it, but I fear the
service will suffi'r before I can procure it from thence. Is it
not possible to send some from the military chest with you?

Besides several deserters which we have in custody, Cap-
tain Romans and some of his men are expected here, against
whom heavy and numerous complaints are lodged by the
inhabitants, and I fear too well founded. On the former, I
am under the necessity of ordering Courts-Martial to sit,
although I know it is not strictly military, whilst your Ex-
ceJJency is in this Department; but the occasion, I hope,
will excuse me with you. I wish some direction for my
future conduct in such cases.

Our Army in Canada will expend near fifty barrels of
pork per day; and before any fresh provisions can be pro-
cured there, it wiJJ be necessary to send seven thousand bar-
rels of pork, which they will expend.
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I have not heard anything from Colonellrynkoop. I had
him much at Ticonderoga.

Be pleased to present my compliments to the gentlemen
of your suite.

I am, dear sir, with every affectionate wish, your Excel-
lency's most obedient, humble servant,

PIJILIP SCHUYLER.

To His Excellency GenerallYashington, &c., &c.

PHILIP SHEARMAN TO ADMIRAL HOPKINS.

Dartmouth, May 3. 1776.

. SIR: ~we received yours of the 18th March, per Captain
Jenne, together with the guns and shot. Permit us to re-
turn you our sincere thanks for your publick services, and
in a particular manner for those necessary engines of de-
fence sent U3 by Captain Jenne. The shot which will not
answer for us, we shall convey, by the first opportunity,
either to Providence or lIowland's Perry.

'Ve are your and the country's most obedient and hum-
ble servants.

Signed in and on behalf of the Committee of Inspection
for the town of Dartmouth, by

PHILIP SHEARMAN,Clerk.

To Commodore Eseck Hop-""'ins, on board the Ship Alfred.'

GENERAL WARD TO COLONEL WARREN.

Boston, May 3, 1776.

SIR: Enclosed is a copy of a letter I received this morn-
ing from Mr. Derby. If the General Court should send an
express to Congress, I should be very desirous that he might
come through Boston, to carry my despatches to the south-
ward.

I am, sir, your obedient humble servant,
ARTE)[AS WARD.

To Colonel Warren, Watertown.

Ipswich, May 2, 1776-5 o'clockP. M.

SIR: I am now on my way from Newburyport to Salem,
from whence I proposed sending the following advice per
express; but meeting with an opportunity by one of your
officers, I embrace it, and inform you that about two o'clock
this afternoon Captain John Lee arrived at Newbury, from
Bilboa, in twenty-nine days, and informed me that on the
14th of last month, in longitude forty-five from London, he
spoke a vessel from Plymouth in England, who informed
him that, three days before, he parted with a fket of sixty
sail of transports, bound for Boston, under the command of
Admiral Lord 110we, having on board twph'e thol1sand lIes-
sian troops. He saw and read the London papers down to
the 1Qth it/arch, from which, and by the Captain of the
vessel, he learned that there were twenty-se\'en Commis-
sioners on board this fleet, and that they were directed if
possible to adjust matters; if not, they were ordered to risk
everything to penetrate into the country; if not ahle to effect
this, then to burn and destroy all in their power.

Burgoyne was near sailing, with four thousand IIanove-
nans, for Quebeck, and a number of regiments are gone to
the Southern Colonies. The Ministry had quieted the
Prussian Monarch by paying him all his demands. France
and Spain had objected against any Russians coming this
way. This is the purport of what I had from the Captain,
who is a man of veracity. I advised the gentlemen at New-
bury to collect what further tbey could and inform you.
Please inform the Court of this matter.

I am, &c. RICHARD DERBY, .JUN.

To G~neral Ward.

P. S. Captain Lee could not obtain leave to bring any
English papers~ but only to read them.

GENERAL WARD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Boston, May 3, 1776.

SIR: Yesterday afternoon a vessel arrived at Newbury
from Bilboa, in twenty-nine days, the Captain of which
informs that, on the 14th of April, in longitude forty-five
from London, he spoke a vessel from Plymouth in England,
who infixmed him that, three days be1ore, he parted with
a fleet of sixty sail of transports, bound for Boston, under
tbe command of Admiral lIawe, having on board twelve

thousand lIessian troops; that twenty-seven Commissioners
were on board this fleet; that they were directed, if possi-
ble, to adjust matters with the Colonies; if not, to penetrate,
at the risk of everything, into the country; if this could not
be effected, then to burn and destroy all in their power.
That General Burgoyne was near sailing with four thousand
Hanoverians for Quebeck; that a number of regiments are
gone to the Southern Colonies; that the King of Prussia
was made quiet by having all his demands complied with;
and that France and Spain had objected against any Rus-
sians corning to America. .

Commodore Manly deelines going on another cl1Jise until
he has a larger ship; and be says he cannot recommend his
First Lieutenant for the command of the vessel he last
sailed in.

Frequent applications are made to me to appoint Com-
manders of the privateers, and for other matters, which no
person here is authorized to transact.

I am, in great haste, your Excellency's obedient humble
servant, ARTEMAS WARD.
To General TVashington.

THOMAS CUSHING TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Watertown, May 3,1776.

SIR: By order of a Committee of the General Court of
this Colony, whereof I have the honour to be Chairman, I
enclose you a copy of a piece of intelligence which is of the
greatest importance, received by Captain John Lee, a gen-
tleman who may be depended upon. We would humbly
submit it to your Excellency whether, as the British troops
left this Colony in disgrace, they will not return here to re-
trieve their character. On this occasion we take leave to
suggest to your consideration whether it would not, consider-
ing the number which are gone out of this Colony, be for
the publick safety to reinfi)rce the detachment under Gen-
eral Ward's command as 'soon as may be, as the regiments
under his command are by no means full.

I am, with great respect, your Excellency's most humble
servant,. THO)[AS CUSHING.

To His Excellency General Washington.
[At the hottom of the Letter, in l1Tashinglon's hand, and written

with a pencil, are these words:]

General TVashington would remark on this letter, that one
of the five Regiments left at Boston was complete, and that
the other four contained the average of those brought away.

THOMAS CUSHING TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Rcad May 10, 1776, and referred to the Committee on the state of the
Eastern Colonies.]

Watertown, May 3, 1776.

SIR: The General Court of this Colony have appointed a
Committee, whereof I have the honour to be Chairman, to
give you the following interesting intelligence:

Captain John Lee, a gentleman who may be depended
upon, arrived at Newbury on the 2d instant, in twenty-nine
days from Bilboa, and gives information, that on the 15th
of April he fell in with a brig from Plymouth, bound to
Newfoundland, the master ofwhichinformed him that, three
days before, he parted with a fleet of sixty sail of trans-
ports, under the command of Lord Howe, having on board
twelve thousand Hessians, bound to Boston, together with
twenty-seven Commissioners; that General Burgoyne, with
four thousand IIanoverians, sailed, or was to sail, about the
same time for Quebeck. Lee says he read the English
papers on board the brig, by which it appears that the Par-
liament had voted to pay foreign troops; and that the King
of Prussia's demands on Britain were complied with; that
the people of England were very desirous of a settlement;
and that the Commissioners were to use their utmost en-
deavours to effect it, which, if they failed in, the forces were
to lay waste the whole country, if they could.

Mr. Guardoqui, of Bilboa, by his letter, dated 27th
March last, writes to Isaac .Srnith, Esq., by Captain Lee,
in these words: "No other news from England, but that
seventeen thousand three hundred German troops were
going to BQston and Quebeck, some of which were embark-
ing about three weeks ago."

This intelligence appears to the General Assembly of
this Colony too important to the whole Continent not to be
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forwarded to you by express. .Where these troops will
endeavour to begin their ravages is uncertain; but as the
British arms were brought into disgrace by General Howe's
being compe1led to abandon this Colony, it is reasonable to
suppose that they will endeavour to regain their honour in
the pla{'.e where they lost it. And we should be guilty of
injustice, as we1l to the othl'tr United Colonies as to this, if
we should not inform your Honours, that this Colony is by
no means in a good state of defence, a great number of
our arms being carried away in the Continental Army, and
to Canada; and our powder, which we supplied the Army
with, being eight tons at least, not being replaced, where-
fore we cannot have that dependance on our Militia which
we otherwise should have; and the detachment of Continen-
tal forces under General 1¥ard's command being, as we
apprehend, insufficient to repel a heavy attack, there being
but five regiments, and they not half fu1l.

Weare by no means solicitous about the particular inte-
rest of this Colony; nor do we wish ourselves to be excused
from being the more immediate object of their relentless
rage; but, for the sake of the publick cause, we wish our-
selves in a situation fit to receive them with that spirit which
they have been taught to expect in men fighting for the free-
dom of America. The attention which the Congress has
shown to the safety of this Colony, as we1l as the whole of
the United Colonies, gives us reason to hope that they wi1l
neglect nothing that can tend to our relief and protection.

I am, sir, with great respect to the Congress, your most
obedient humble servant, T CHOMAS USHING.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

Salem, Thursday Evening, 9 o'clock, May 2,1776.

The Committee of Salem have this moment received the
fo1lowing inte1ligence by Richard Derby, Jun., from New-
buryport, who says that he this day, about one o'clock,
talked with Captain John Lee, then just"arrived, in twenty-
nine days from Bilboa, who says that on the 15th of April,
he fell in with and was on board a brig from Plymouth, in
England, bound to Newfoundland, the master of which
informed him that, three days before, he parted with a fleet
of sixty sail of transports, under the command of Lord
Howe, having on board twelve thousand Hessians, bound to
Boston, together with twenty-seven Commissioners. That
General Burgoyne, with four thousand Hanoven:ans, sailed,
or was to sail, about the same time with the fleet above-
mentioned, to go to Quebeck. That he (said Lee) read the
English papers on board the brig, by which it appeared that
the Parliament had voted pay for the foreign troops; that
the King of Prussia's demands on Great Britain had been
paid; that the people in England were greatly desirous of
a settlement, and that the Commissioners. were to use their
utmost e£lorts to that end, which failing, the troops were to
lay waste the country, if in their power.

Isaac Smith, Esq., showed us a letter from Mr. Guardo-
qui, (brought by Lee,) in which is the following paragraph:

"No other news from England, but that seventeen thou-
sand three hundred German troops were going to Boston
and Canada, some of which were embarking about three
weeks ago. May God preserve you, is the hearty wish of

"JosEPH GUARDOQ,UI& SON."
March 27, 1776.-Directed to IsaacDated Bilboa,

Smith, Esq.
The foregoing intelligence the Committee of Safety

thought it their duty to communicate by express to the
honourable Court.

By order of the Committee:
TIMOTHY PICKERING, JUN., Chairman.

To the Honourable the General Court of the Colony of
~lassachusetts- B ay.

THOMAS CUSHING TO THE GOVERNOURS OF RHODE-ISLAND

AND CONNECTICUT, AND PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL

OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE.
Watertown, May 3, 1776.

SIRs: By order of a Committee of the General Court of
this Colony, whereof I have the honour to be Chailwan, I
enclose you a copy of a piece of inteJligence which may be
depended upon. As the British troops were driven in it
haSty maI1I).erfrom tbis Cotony, we think we have reason to
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expect that they will endeavour to retrieve their character
in the same place; we therefore ardently wish that you
would hold a number of Militia Regiments in readiness to
reinforce us, or to give us the same assistance you may de-
pend upon from us, should the attack be made on your"
Colony.

I remain, with great respect, your most humble servant,.
THOMAS CUSHING.

LORD GEORGE GERMAINE TO GENERAL HOWE.

Whitehall, May 3, 1716.

SIR: Mr. Brown, to whom you intrusted your important
despatch to Loru. Dartmouth, of tlie 21st of 'ft'larch, arrived
here this afternoon, and I immediately laid it before the
King.

The enclosed duplicates of the letters which bave been
written to you since that from Lord Dartmouth, of the 22£1
October, which you say was the last you had received, and
the copies which I also send you of Mr. Robin,wn's letters,
will show that every possible attention has been given to
your situation, as well in eXplaining to you the measures
which had been taken for an early reinforcemept of your
Army, as in sending out ample supplies of provisions and
stores of every sort.

The miscarriage of the despatches has been very unfor-
tunate, and your not having received supplies would have
been fatal, but for the step you very prudently took of with-
drawing from the town of Boston, which, under the circum-
stances you have stated, is a measure very much approved
by the King, and in the execution of which you have given
the fullest proof of his Majesty's wisdom and discernment,
in the choice of so able and brave an officer to command
his troops in America.

You will see by my despatch to you of the 18th of No-
vembe1',* 6th and 27th of December, t 5th of January, t
1st and 7th of February, II

28th of March, <§.and 27th of
April, ~ that every possible effort has been used to give
you such a force and to send you such supplies, as would
enable YQu to act with effect in the course of this summer,
and at the same time to secure the possession of Canada,
and reduce the Southern Colonies to obedience.

With respect to that part of the force destined to those
different objects, which is to reinforce the Army under your
immediate command, you will see that the Army sent to
the southward has orders to join you as early as possible,
and to hazard nothing that may defeat that junction. You
will also see that the lIighland Corps, amounting to eight
thousand two hundred men, is actually arrived at Spithead,
and will probably sail to-morrow or ncxt day, in company
with a detachment of guards, amounting to one thousand and
ninety-eight men, and there is great hope that it will not be
long before the remainder of the liessians, computed at
about four thousand, will be ready to proceed.

The transports for the reception of General Burgoyne's
regiment of Light Cavalry, and for about eight hundred
draft horses, are also fitting in the river; and those articles
of military stores demanded in the returns transmitted, with
the different letters I have received from you, have been
either already sent, or are now preparing to be sent, as far
as we have been able to procure them.

With regard to that part of the force whieh is destined for
the service in Canada, consisting, exclusive of tbe early relief
sent out witb the isis, of seven regiments from Ireland, one
from 1!.ngland, and a body of near five thousand foreign
t
.

roops: those regiments sailed from Cork the 8th
,

of April,
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Frazer; and the
first division of Brunswickcrs, amoLlntingto about two thou-
sand men, together with the llanau Regiment, and the Twen-
ty-First Regiment from Plymouth, also sailed under the CO(l1:-
mand of Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, on the 7th of April;
and from the time at which they sailed, and the fair wind
they have had since, they are by this time in the River St.
LawTence; and you will, I trust, have been early enough
apprized of this arrangement to have prevented you in your
designof sendingany part of your forceto Quebeck, for it
is of consequence, in every light, that it should be kept
entire..By the T,.iton. t By the JI.filjord Frigate.

*
By the Grey!lollnd.-

n
By the .Milford Frigate. § By a Packet expregs from'Bo8to~. 'I By

another Packet.
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.

Under these circumstances of preparation, the King had
entertained a well grounded hope that an early and effectual
impression would have been made, either in New-England
or New- York; and that the supplies which have been sent
.out would have arrived in time to have enabled you to have
maintained yourself at Boston until a force was collected
:.adequate to some decisive blow. The failure of these sup-
plies is a very unfortunate event; but, though in you situa-
tion at Ilalifax, you will, for a time, be further removed
from those places where the force you have under your
command must ultimately be employed, yet, as I see you
have taken the proper measures, in leaving cruisers off the
coast of New-England, that the ships which may arrive from
England may still join you with security, you will soon,
I trust, have it in your power to carryon operations to the
southward.

This change in your situation appearing in your letters to
ha ve been adopted for the temporary purpose of convenience,
and the better to enable you to disengage yourself from the
embarrassment that might obstruct a more decided operation,
will, therefore, induce no alteration of the plan to send the
Ilessians and Guards to Rhode-Island, according to my in-
structions to Lieutenant-General Jleister; and they will of
course take post there (if practicable) if they find no orders
from you to the contrary. As they cannot, however, be
supplied from hence with a sufficient quantity of artillery
and intrenching tools, you will endeavour to send them
what you think adequate to that service. The Hessians
have their regimental field-pieces. Some light three-poun-
ders are on board an ordnance store-~ip that sails with
them; and the number of cartridges, which I understand
is about thirty rounds per man, will be made up to sixty
out of the stores at Portsmouth; but they must depend upon
you for intrenching tools, though every effort will be made
to collect what can be procured at Portsmouth and the
Tower, and to put on board the transports as much as they
can reCeive.

By the intelligence we receive from time to time of what
is passing at New- York, it seems as if the Rebels had deter-
mined to oppose a landing at that place, and for that pur-
pose to collect a large force there; but of this, it is most
likely you will receive certain and better accounts than we
can get. I send you, however, the latest intelligence we
have from that quarter, because it points out the particulars
of the defence the enemy are preparing to make, and it
may, in that respect, be of s?me use to you. Th.e pla.n
you propose for attacking lVew- York as soon as possible, IS
becoming that spirit and vigour with which you always act;
but as such large reinforcements are going to you, I wish
they may arrive before the time of carrying it into execu-
tion, that your force may be so increased as to render your
succesS more certain.

1 am, &c., GEORGE GERMAINE.

GENERAL LEE TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Williamsburgh, May 4, 1716.

DEAR GENERAL: I am just returned from Suffolk, and
the posts below, and the post is just going out; so that this
must rather be considered as an apology for not writing than
as a letter. In a few days I shall set out for Carolina, but
before I set out shall send you a full description of our state
and situation. "\Vewant arms, medicines, and b]ankets, most
cruelly; indeed, we want some battalions. I wish, dear Ge-
neral, you would prevail on the Congress to increase the
pay of our .Engineers-it is too wretched; no men qualified
for the business will serve on the terms. Enclosed is an
uncouth return of our force.

Adieu, dear General. Yours respectfully, and affection-
ately, CHARLES LEE.

VIRGINIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read May 13, 1116.]

Williamsburgh, May 4,1176.

SIR: We have your favour of April 23d, with several
.resolutions of Congress, commissions for the officers of our
Army, and instructions and bonds for those who shall apply
for letters of marque and reprisal; to all which We shall
pay due attention..

Feeling, as we do, the warme,st resentment for the unme-

rited and repeated severity meditated against Ame7'ica, by
a despotick and unrelenting Administration, fuIJy manifest-.
ed, had any doubts remained of it, by their last act retro-
spectively sanctifying e,'ery instance of rapine, violence,
and plunder, without distinction of circumstances, provided
an American was the suffering object, we shall n0t fail to
strain every nerve for defeating their cruel attempts, and, as
far as may be in our power, to carry into execution the seve..
ral resolutions of Congress to effect this purpose.

For, and by order of the Committee of Safety of Vir-
ginia, I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient ser-
vant, ErnmND PENDLETON.

To the Honourable John Hancock, President of Congress.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO COLONEL SJ1'rJ.

[No. 143.] AnnapoJis,May 4, 1776.
SIR: Enclosed we send you a copy of Edmund Pendle-

ton, Esq.'s letter to us relative to the prisoners from Nort/t-
Carolina. ."\Ve request you would give the necessary or-
ders for conveying those intended for Pennsylvania through
Prince George's County to Queen Anne's, where a proper
guard will be appointed to receive them and conduct them
to Baltimore town. Those twelve intended to be kept in
custody in the Province, we think it would be best to have
them sent under guard by water to Georgetown,and re-
quest you would give the necessary orders for that purpose.
There Colonel ]}lagruder will recei\~e and convey them
to Fredericktown, and de]iver them to the Committee of
Observation for the Middle District of Frederick County,
to whom we have likewise written on the occasion. The
Province will be answerable to you for reasonable expenses.

We are, &c.

To Colonel Joseph Sim.

P. S. In cas~ any letters or papers should come for us
by the guard, send them forward by express.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO GEORGE WOOLSEY.

[No. 146.] AnnapoJis, May 4, 1716.
'

SIR: We contracted with you on the 9th of February
last for the brig Rogers, to proceed on a voyage to the
foreign West-Indies on account of this Province, and ad-
vanced you one thousand eight hundred pounds towards
purchasing a cargo of flour for her. We have not since then
heard from you on that subject, nor doth it appear to uS
that you have done anything therein; we therefore request
you would acquaint us, by the return of Captain Fulford,
what you have done in this matter; and oblige, sir, yours, &c.

To Mr. George Woolsey, Baltimore Town.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL SCHIry"LER.

Philadelphia, May 4, 1776.

SIR: Since writing the foregoing, (see letter April 26th,)
I have it further in charge from Congress to desire you to
inform them whether the Continental commissions sent to
you for the offi~ers of the troops raised by Connecticut the
last campaign, were delivered or offered to them, or any and
which of them, and whether any and which of them accept-
ed or refused the same; and particularly, whether commis-
sion's \vere offered to Colonel TVaterburyand Colonel Eas-
ton, and whether they refused accepting them; and also to
desire you, in ease Major Douglass declines to take the
command of thevessels on the lakes, that you appoint Cap-
tain TVynkoop to that command,and infOlmCongressthere-
of by the first opportunity.

I have the honour to be, &c.
JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To Major-General Schuyler, at Albany.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO THE NEW-YORK COMM:ITTEE
OF SAFETY.

Philadelphia, May 4, 1176.

GENTLEMEN: I am commanded by Congress to request
you will inform them whether the Continental commissiol)s
which were sent to you, for the officers of the troops raised

Uby Connecticut the last campaign, were delivered or offered.
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to them, or any, and which of them; and whether any, and
which of them accepted or refused the same; and particu-
larly whether commissions were offered to Colonel Water-
bury and Colonel Easton, and whether they refused ac-
cepting them.

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK, President.

To the Committee of Safety of New- York.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

. Phi]adelphia,May 4, 1776.
SIR: A vacancy having happened in the First New-Jer-

sey Battalion by the promotion of Lieutenant-Colonel Winds,
the Congress thought proper to elect Mr. Ogden to supply
his place.
. Lord Stirling, in his letter of the 18th of 'Alarch last,
among other things, informed the Congress that, by this ap-
pointment, Major De IIart and the battalion considered them-
selves" exceedingly hurt;" and enclosing a memorial from
Major De Hart and the officers of that regiment, he strong-
ly hinted and expressed a hope that the Congress would
supersede Mr. Ogden and appoint Major De Hart, or some
other officer of the battalion, in his stead.

This letter, with the memorial enclosed, having becn com-
mitted, and a report made thereon, the Congress came to
sundry resolutions, which I have the honour to enclose; and
am, sir, your most obedient servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To His Excenency General Washington. -

P. S. You will please to order Colonel Ogden to join
his Regiment.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COLONEL LIVINGSTON.

Head-Quarters, New-York, May 4, J 776.

SIR: You win on receipt hereof, give orders to the offi-
cers of the battalion of which you are Lieutenant-Colonel, to
join their respective companies; which, if you do not find
complete, let an officer from each go on the recruiting ser-
vice; and if in want of arms, you must apply to the Com-
mittee of Safety to procure them for you if possible. There
are four companies belonging to your regiment now station-
ed at Fort Montgomery and Fort Constitution. You win
repair thither, and if no superior officer is there, you must
take the command and look to the works now carrying on
there, which you must exert yourself in seeing finished as
soon as possible. The three companies of your regiment
stationed on Long-Island are to remain there; the other
company you will order to join you at the fort, with an con-
venient speed.

I am, sir, your most hUt;nble servant,
GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To Lieutenant-Colonel Henry B. Livingston.

your greatest care and attention to, and that they may not be
wasted or embezzled.

Doctor Foster, one of the Physicians of the General Hos--
pital, has been directed to send you a Surgeon, who will
probably be with you now in a day or two.

When the time of the Minute Company expires, you are
not to call in others.

- Another company, of Colonel Clinton's Regiment, wil1
be ordered to join the four already with you, as soon as it is
recruited and made up.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
ROBERT H. ILmmsoN.

To Colonel Isaac Nicoll, Fort Constitution.

WILLIAM PALFREY (PAnIASTER-GJi;NERAL) TO PRESIDENT

OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 8,1776.]

New-York, May 4, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Agreeable to the order of the honourable
Congress, I applied to Mr. Winthrop, who delivered me the
books and papers belonging to the office of the Paymaster-
General, and also cash to the amount of ninety-two thousand
three hundred and seventy dollars, for which I have given him
a receipt. I now do myself the honour to transmit you a state
of the office, to Saturday, 4th Jtfay, which I shall continue
to do weekly, as I think it highly necessary the Congress
should be often acquainted therewith, that they may make
the necessary provision.

When I undertook the office, I intended to have trans-
acted the business of it without the assistance of a clerk;
but I now find that, unless I am allowed such assistance, I
cannot do that justice to it I could wish, as the General has
informed me that, besides the usual business, I must examine
all the abstracts, and draw the warrants; which was never
before done in the office, though doubtless very proper. It
is also highly necessary I should have some person with me
on whom I can depend, in case I should, by sickness or any
other accident, be prevented from executing the duties of
my office; and as other officers in the Staff (say Adjl1tant-
General, Quartermaster-General, Commissary-General, and
Barrackmaster-General) are allowed clerks, I make no doubt
the honourable Congress will see the necessity of it, and
grant me the same indulgence. ,

When General Washington left Cambridge a considerable
sum was left with Colonel Warren for payment of the troops
stationed there. As his commission is now suspended, I should
be glad to know whether any, and what steps will be taken
for paying those troops; whether Congress will appoint a
person for that purpose, or whether it must go through my
hands. Your speedy answer would be very agreeable.

The General just now showed me a letter from General
Ward, wherein he complains that money is milch wanted for
that Department. You will be pleased to represent the
matter to Congress, that they may take such order upon it as
shall seem meet.

I have the honour to be, most respectfully, sir, your obe-
dient, humble servant, W PILLIAM ALFREY.

To John Hancock, Esquire, President of Congress.

.

ROBERT H. HARRISON TO COLONEL NICOLL.

New-York, May 4,1776.

SIR: I have it in command from his Excellency to in-
'" th R . ht TT bl th P 'J t d'Aft b .rformyou that he receivedyoursof the 30th ultimo,with a .L°
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want was great, but nothing like what it appears to be. He The humble Pet~twn of WILLIAM DUER, of th.e County of
has taken every method in his power to obtain a supply, but CHARLOTTE, humbly showeth:
without any effect; and has applied to the Committee here, That your Petitioner on the 16th of April last, was regu-
who say they are using the only means they have for get- lady chosen one of the Deputies to represent this County in
ting them. How they will succeed cannot now be deter- Provincial Convention for the ensuing year, by a very large
mined. body of the principal freeholders and freemen, who have all

His Excellency desires that you will make strict inquiry silTned the General Association, and are unfeignedly attaehed
about Captain ltlenos; and if the fact is as you have repre- toOthe cause of American liberty.
sented, that he be taken and secured, if it can be dane, That John Williams, Alexander Webster, and William
though, most probably, he will have entirely escaped before ltlalcolm, of New- York, have been likewise chosen for De-
now, if he went away on the 20th ultimo. puties in several Districts; and that the elections in none of

His Excellency will have orders given on the Commissary the Districts, where such persons were chosen, were held
of Artillery and Ordnance Stores, for four or five barrels of either on the day, or in the manner appointed by the Pro-
powder and other necessary ammunition, which, on account vincial regulation of the 12th of March last; but that, on the
of their great scarcity and difficulty in procuring, he desires contrary, the most malicious falsehoods, arts, and threats, were

..
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.

made use of to influence the minds of the electors, by the
very persons who held the polls in some Districts, and that
many persons were admitted to vote, by no means qualified
,as the law directs.

That the Committee of the County of Charlotte met on the
1st of "frlay; and notwithstanding the irregularity of the elec-

'lion, in the Districts of New-Perth, Skencsborough, Black- .
Creek, and Granville, they decided the election in favour of
the persons above-mentioned, without waiting for the poll-
lists from several townships, in which your Petitioner was
elected, or granting a scrutiny agreeable to his earnest ap-
plication; although the union of the County much depended
on an impartial decision of the merits of this eleetion.

That the only reason that your Petitioner has ever heard
offered for this precipitate step, was the non~attendance of
the members for the Districts of Kinrrsbnry, &c., in order to
produce their poll-lists on the 1st of]}[ay; although no posi-
tive order to that effect was, (as your Petitioner is credibly
informed,) at the preceding meeting of the 29th of ]}[arch,
ever entered on the Minutes of the Committee. A strange
conclusion! fi'om which it may be inferred that the orders
of the Committee, however irregularly specified, are to be in-
exorablyobserved, like the laws of the Medes and Persians,
even at the hazard of the union of the County, whilst the
positive ordinances of your honourable body may be dispens-
ed with, by the mere caprice of the Chairman of the County
Committee.

Your Petitioner further begs leave to represent, that se-
veral members of the County Committee, instead of judges,
made themselves parties to the merits of the election; by
which means the jealousies and dissensions which have arisen
in the County, from the designs of turbulent, interested, and
a.mbitious persons, and from an inadequate representation of
the freeholders and freemen in the County Committee, have
much increased.

That your Petitioner, at the earnest request of several of
the principal freeholders and freemen in this County, offered
himself a candidate to represent them in Convention, flatter-
ing himself that, from an impartial representation of the po-
litical management of affairs in this County, the inhabitants
might be rescued from that anarchy and oppression with which
they are threatened.

That the most wicked and false aspersions have been
thrown out to discourage his exertions, by the arts and in-
6uence of men who are strangers to integrity, and the true
principles of civil liberty; and that the Committee have un-
bappily given their sanction to such unworthy attempts.

That your Petitioner is, nevertheless, conscious of his zeal-
ous attachment to the grand cause, and pledges himself to
prove to the satisfaction of your honourable House the truth
of these assertions, and the purity of his zeal for the happi-
ness and union of this country.

He therefore humbly prays, that the Deputies now offer-
ing themselves for this County may not be permitted to take
their seats in your honourable House, as the legal Represen-
tatives of this County; and that any proceedings with re-
spect to your Petitioner, and the Committee of this CO~lUty,
may be suspended until his arrival in New-York, which he
flatters himself will be about the 14th instant.

Your Petitioner is at present engaged in procuring true
lists of the qualified votes in the different Districts, and in
collecting other materials to prove to the satisfaction of this
House the lamentable state of this County, and the urgent
necessity there is that the wisdom of your body should in-
terfere to save it from anarchy and oppression. Your Peti-
tioner, therefore, flatters himself that this may plead in ex-
cuse should he not be present on the first day that the new
CQnvention meets.

This Petitioll is presented in behalf of upwards of two
hundred of the principal freeholders and freemen of the Coun-
ty, to the westward of the New-Hampshire Grants, whose
sacred rights of election, your Petitioner esteems it his duty
to defend from the usurpation of any body of men whatso-
ever.

They were the legal majority at the close of the poll had
a. regard for justice and the ordinances of your How;e pre-
vailed. He therefore considers himself one of their legal
Representatives; and your Petitioner, &c.,

.

W ILLIA]I[ DUER.

Appendix.-The election in the different Districts where

John T11illiam$,Alexander Webster, and William Malcolm,
were chosen, opened on the fi)llowing days, at the places
mentioned: New-Perth, 23d of April; Black-Creek, 22d
of April; Skenesborough and Granville, on the same day,
between the 1st and 16th of April. W. DUER.

New-York, May 4,1776.

COLONEL GEORGE CLINTON TO RICHARD VAN \VYCK.

Fishkill, May 4, 1776.

SIR: I herewith enclose you General Washington's order
to me, to make thl:' necessary inquiry relative to a number of
arms he was informed was in Wiltsy's store, with the bag-
gage of officers taken at St. John's, and to secure the same.
Agreeable to which, I beg you will secure said arms, as I
am informed they are removed fi'om Wiltsy's store, and are
now in your possession; and transmit to me as expeditiously
as possible, the officer's name and rank, and where he now
is, who stored them at .r./fr. Wiltsy's; the number of arms,
and every other circumstance which may come to your
knowledge respecting the same, authenticated by affidavits
of the facts, where in your power. And if it shall appear
that he has in this respect violated the articles of capitula-
tion, I would advise, in such case, he be secured from esca-
ping until the pleasure of Congress shall be known as to his
conduct.

I am, your most obedient servant,
GEORGE CLINTON.

To Richard Van Wyck, Esq., Chairman of the Committeo
of &mbouts Precinct, Dutchess County.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort George, May 4,1776, ten o'clock, A. M.

DEAR SIR: Your Excellency's favours of the 24th and
29th of April, <l'rethis moment come to hand.

To-morrow evening I shall furnish batteaus sufficient to
carry the remainder of ~eneral Thompson's Brigade to Ca-
nada; but as we can bUild only four a day, the troops must
necessarily be detained some time, unless part of the batteaus
should return from Canada, which I ordered to be done
when die first left this. To supply so large an Army with
provisions will require the greatest attention and alertness.
Nothing shall be wanting on my part.

I believe Mr. Ray's information is groundless, as all the
arms Mr. Ren$selaer (who is conductor at Albany) has,
were purchased by my order; and I cannot think he has a
sufficiency for the troops raising at Albany. I shall direct
him to send your Excellency a return.

I shall procure more carpenters, that the troops may be
despatched the soonest possible; apd hope four days hence to
build six batteaus a day. One regiment will be able to cross
Lake Champlain in vessels, and I shall find means to get it
to Ticonderoga, without waiting for batteaus to pass Lake
George.

I am, with every sentiment arising from respect and es-
teem, your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,

PHILIP SCHVYLER.

To His Excellency General Washington, &c., &c.

GENERAL SCHUYLER TO ALBANY CO~fITTEE.

Fort George, May 4, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: 1 am this moment advised by express from
General Washington, that six regiments were to leave New-
York after the 29th of April last. The First Brigade, under
General Thompson, came unexpectedly on me, and has dis-
tressed me much. The addition of that now coming under
General Sullivan, J do not know how to get on to this place,
without stopping the transportation of provisions; and if that
is done, our Army already in Canada must suffer, if not
starve. In this truly distressing dilemma, I apply for your
aid without hesitation, and with the flllIest confidence to re-
ceive it, as I have had such repeated instances of your readi.
ness to promote the good of the common cause, and to relieve
my distresses.

Permit me, then, to wish you to write circular letters to
the Committees in every District, to try to procure all the
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carriages they possibly can, and to send them up without the
least loss of time. They will be paid at the rate of three
pounds ten shillings per trip; or if employed at any interme-
diate post between this and Alhany, they will have at the
same rate, according to the distance; and for such as live
above eight miles below Albany, an allowance at the rate of
ten shillings for every thirty miles will be made for coming
to Albany. I wish them to come provided with forage for
at least ten or twelve days; and as three hundred thousand
donars have left New- York the beginning of this week,
I promise that none of them shan return home unpaid,
and that I will give orders for paying all arrears for past
servIces.

I am, gentlemen, with every sentiment that arises from
respect and esteem, your most obedient, humble ser~'ant,

.
PHILIP SCHUYLER.

To the Sub-Committee of the City and County of Albany.

P. S. Whatever expenses the District Committee may
be at in procuring the carriages, I will most cheerfuHy
repay.

GENEI\AL WARD TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Boston, May 4, 1776.

SIR : Your letter of the 29th of April has just come to
band. Agreeable to your desire, I shall give an account of

what has been done towards fortifying the harbour. The
Forts OuFort Ifill in Boston, Charlestown Point, and Castk
Point, are almost completed, with a number of heavy can-
non mounted in each. A work is in good forwardness all
Noddle's Island; and a detachment of the Army is at work;
at Castle Island, repairing the batteries there. A number of
hulks are preparing to sink in the channel. _

I have employed the troops here to the greatest advantage
in my power; have ordered all the men \lot on actual duty
to turn out on fatigue every day, not allowing any superflu.
ous cooks or waiters; and upon receiving intelligence of a
British fleet being on its passage this way, I directed all the
officers to turn out with their men upon the works, which
they cheerfully complied with, and are constaut!y upon fa;.
tigue with their men. I have set every wheel in motion
which I could move to advantage, and shall neglect nothing
in my power in order to give the enemy a proper reception
if they should pay us a visit.

I have enclosed a return of this division of the Army.
I am to inforn1YOUl'Excellencythat J have just received

a letter from the Presideut of the Congress, by which I am
informed the Congress has accepted my resignation. The
sooner I am relieved the more agreeable it will be to me, as
my health has declined much this spring.

I am, your Excellency's obedient, humble servant,
ARTEMAS WARD.

To General Washington.

A Rtturn of the Di'vision of the Continental Army, commanded by Major-General WARD, stationed at BOSTON,
CIfARLESTOWN, DORCHESTER, and BEVERLEY; BOSTON, It[ay 4, 1776.
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PELEG W ADSWORTIf, jJlJajor-Brigade.

By A1aJor-Gencral CLINTON, Commander of his Majesty's
Forces in the &uthwrn Provinces of N ORTH-A1\lEnICA.

A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas a most unprovoked and wicked Rebellion hath
for some time past prevailed, and doth now exist, within his
Majesty's Province of North-Carolina; and the inhabitants,
(forgetting their allegiance to their Sovereign, and denying
the authority of tbe Laws and Statutes of the Realm,) havf',
in a succession of crimes, proceeded to the total subversiou
of all lawful authority, usurping tbe powers of Government,
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PELEG WADSWORTH, ltlaJor-Brigade.

and erecting a tyranny in the hands of Congresses and Com-
mittees of various denominlltions, utterly unknown and re-
pugnant to the spirit of the British Constitutiou; and divers
people, in avowed defiance to all legal authQrjty, are now
actuaJly in arms, waging unnatural war against their King;
and whereas an attempts to reclaim the infatuated and mi$-
guided multitude to a sense of their error, have unhappily
proved ineffectual: I have it in commaud to proceed forth-
with against all such men, or bodies of men in arms, and
against all sm:h Congresses and Committees, thus unlaw-
fully established, as against open enemies to the State.
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But, 'considering it a duty inseparable from the principle of
liumanity first of all to forewarn the deluded people of the
miseries ever attendant upon civil war, J do most earnestly
entreat and exhort them, as they tender their own happi-
ness, and that of their posterity, to appease the vengeance
of all injured and justly incensed nation, by a return to their
duty to our common Sovereign, and to the blessings of a
free Government, as established by law; hereby offel;ng, in
his Majesty's name, free pardon to all such as shall lay down
their arms and submit to the laws, excepting only from the
benefit of such pardon Cornelius Harnett and Robert Howe.
And I do hereby require that the Provincial Congress, and
all Committees of Safety, and other unlawful associations,
be dissolved, and the Judges allowed to hold their Courts
according to the laws and Constitution of this Province; of
which all persons are required to take notice, as they will
answer the contrary at their utmost peril.

Given on board the Pallas transport, in Cape-Fear River,
in the Province of North-Carolina, the 5th day of May, 17'76,
and in the sixteenth year of his Majesty's reign.

H. CLINTON.
By command of General Clinton:

RICHARDREAVE,Secretary.

To the Magistrates of the Province of North- Carolina, to
be by them made publick.

COLONEL MAGRUDER TO IIIARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Rock.Creek, May 5, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I received your orders yesterday evening,
and should have been glad to have known the number of pri-
soners that were to be at Georgetown. J sent off a guard
of six men well armed, and if they wanted assistance to ap-
ply to some officers at town.

I am, gentlemen, your humble servant,
ZADOCK MAGRUDER.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety.

GERRARD HOPKINS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, May 5, 1'776.

GENTLEMEN: Agreeab]e to an order received from YOIl
this day, I have sent one half of every kind of linen which
was in the magazine, viz: forty pieces rolls, seventy-four
pieces hessings, forty-five pieces osnaburghs, and two and a
half reams cartridge-paper, it being all the paper now in the
magazine. I shall render an account by Captain Fulford
of all the stores now in the magazine. The muskets which
came in Captain TiMet were delivered to Captain Na-
thaniel Smith, agreeable to an order from you, which was

. all I have had in the magazine, except one received from
Major Gist, which he bought for the Province. I did not
agree with the skipper, Paul ]}Iiller, for the freight of the
linens; you will please settle with him.

I am your most humble servant,
GERRARDHOPKINS,Son of R.

To the Honourab]e the Council of Safety.

P. S. Captain Smith has fifty-fivemuskets.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 7,1776, and referred to Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Braxton, and
Mr. Duane.)

New-York, May 5, ]776.

Sm: I am honoured with your favour of the 30th ultimo,
and observe what Congress have done respecting the sett]e-
inent of the Paymaster's accounts. This seems expedient,
as he is out of office, and I am certain will be attended with
but little, if any difficulty, nothing more being necessary
than to compare the warrants with his debits, and the re-
ceipts he has given with his credits. I wish every other
settlement as easy, and that a Committee was appointed
to examine and audit the accounts upon which the warrants
are founded, particularly those of the Quartermaster and
Commissary-Generals. They are long, and of high amount,
consisting of a variety of charges-of course more intrieate,
and will require time, and an extraordinary degree of atten-

tion to adjust and liquidate in a proper manner. Upon this
subjeet I did myself the honour to write you a considerable
time ago.

Having had several complaints from the officers in the
Eastern Regiments, who have been and are engaged in re-
cruiting, about the expense attending it, and for which they
have never yet been allowed anything, though the officer;;
in these Governments have, as I am informed; I shall be
glad to know whether the allowance of ten shillings, grant-
ed to the officers for every man in]isted by the resolve of
Congress in - is general and indiscriminate, or confined
to the Middle District. If general, must I have retrospect
to the time of the resolve, and pay for the services since, or
only for future in]istments?

In a letter I wrote Congress the 25th of December, I en-
closed one I had received from Jacob Bayley, Esq., about
opening a road from Newbury to Canada. I have received
another of the 15th ultimo; and from his account, and
the intelligence I have from others upon inquiry, I have
no doubt of the practicability of the measure, and am well
informed that the distance will be considerably shortened,
insomuch that our people going from any part of the New-
England Governments, eastward of Connectirut River, to
Canada, or returning from thence home, will perform their
march in five or six days less time, than by coming or
going any way now used; add to this, that the road may
be so conducted as, it is said, to go to the River Missisque,
from whence the water carriage to St. John's is good, ex-
cept forty odd miles; or to be carried so far to the north-
ward as to keep clear of the lakes altogether, and afford
an easy pass into Canada at all seasons. The advantages
resulting from this route. being so great and important, I
have advanced Co]onel Bayley two hundred and fifty
pounds to begin with, and directed him to execute his plan.
No douht it will require a more considerable advance to
accomplish it, but that will soon be sunk. The expense
saved from taking off six days' pay and provisions from the
soldiers returning to the Eastward Governments at the ex-
piration of this campaign, will be almost, if not more than
equal to the charge incurred in opening it; if not, as in all
probability there wiII be often a necessity for sending de-
tachments of our troops to Canada fi'om those GovernmenL«,
and for others to return, it will soon be repaid.

By a letter fi'om General Schuyler, of the 27th ultimo, I
find General Thompson and his brigade were at Albany;
General Sullivan with the last, except three or four com-
panies of Colonel Wayne's Regiment not yet come, is em-
barked and gone, and probably will soon be there. I am ap-.
prehensive, from General Schuyler's account, they will not
proceed with tbe wished-for expedition, owing to a diffi-
culty in getting teams and provender for cattle necessary
to carry their baggage, and a scarcity of batteaus at the
lakes for so large a number, though he is taking the utmost
pains to procure them. Should they be stopped for any
time, it will be exeeeding]y unfortunate, as their going from
hence has weakened us here much, and our Army in Canada
will not be strengthened. I have sent with the last brigade
sixty barrels of powder, and other stores and intrenching
tools, a supply being asked for; also the chain for a boom
at the Narrows of Richdieu, and the three boxes of money,
brought by ~1r. Hanson; and have written to General Schuy-
ler to have the boom fixed as soon as possible. The Com-
missary, too, has forwarded about eight hundred barrels of
pork, and is in expectation of a further quantity from Connec-
ticut, which will go on without stopping here. As the ma-
gazine from whence the Northern and Eastern Armies will
occasionally receive supplies of powder wiII probably be
here, and our stock is low and inconsiderable, (being much
reduced by the sixty barrels sent to Canada,) I shall be
glad to have a quantity immediately forwarded. Our stores
should be great; for if the enemy make an attack upon the
town or attempt to go up the North River, the expenditure
will be very considerable. Money, too, is much wanted;
the regiments that are paid have only received to the 1st of
April, except tJlOse of Pennsylvania and Jersey which are
gone to Canada-they are paid to the last of April. By a
letter from General 1Yard I find his chest is just exhausted,
the money which was left with him for the payment of the
five regiments at Boston and Beverley being almost expend-
ed by large drafts in favour of the Commissary and Quarter-
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master, and in fitting out tlw armed vessels. I would here
ask a question, to-wit: 'Vhether, as Mr. 1Farren's commis-
sion is superseded by Mr. Palfrey's appointment, it will not
be necessary to fix upon some person to pay the troops there,
or are the payments to go through his hands? He does not
incline to do anything in the affair ,vithout the direction of
Congress. .

I have enclosed you a return of the last brigade detach-
ed, and, also, of the forces remaining here; and as it is
a matter of much importance to know the whole of our
strength from time to time, and to see it at one view, for
regulating our movements with propriety, I wish it were a
direction from Congress to the commanding officers in the
different districts, to make monthly returns to the Comman-
der-in-Chief of the Continental Army of the state of the
troops in their departments, and also of the military stores.
Such direction will probably make them more attentive than
they otherwise would be. I could not get a return of the
Army in Canada aHlast year.

I beg leave to lay before Congress a copy of the proceed-
ings of a Court-Martial upon Lieutenant Grover, of the Se-
cond Regiment, and of his defence; which I should not
have troubled them with, had I not conceived the Court's
sentence upon the facts stated in the proceedings, of a sin-
gular nature; to be by no means adequate to the enormity

of his offence; and to be of an exceedingly dangerous and
pernicious tendency. Upon these principles, I thought it
ray duty to transmit the proce~dings to them, in order that
they may form such a judgment upon the faets stated as
they may conceive right and just, and advancive of the
publick good. At the same time I would mention to Con-
gress, that I think it of material consequence that they
should pass a resolve, cutting off the right of succession
in the military line from one rank to another, which is
claimed by many upon the happening of vacancies, (upon
which principle this offence seems to have originated, in a
great measure, and the extraordinary judgment in this in-
stance to be founded,) declaring that no succession or pro-
motion can take place upon any vacancy, without a Conti.
nental commission giving and authorizing it. It is of much
consequence to check and entirely suppress this opinion and
claim, which is becoming too prevalent, and has an obvious
tendeney to introduce mutiny and disorder; or if they con-
ceive the claim good, and that it should take place, that they
will declare it, so that the point may be settled and known
in future.

I have the honour to be, with sentiments of the highest
respect, sir, your most obedient servant,

.
GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To the President of Congress.

Return of the Regiments going on command to CANADA,April 28, 1776.

HORATIO GATES, Adjutant-General.

General Return of the Army of the United Colonies, commanded by His Excellency GEORGEWASHINGTON,Esq.,
General and Commander-in-Chief; Head-Quarters at NEW-YORK,May 5, 1776.
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illeturn of the Regiment of ArtiT/cry in the service of the
. United Colonies, commanded by HENRY KNOX, Esq.,

May 5, 1716.
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Two Cadets, exclusive of the above.
Four deserted since last Return.

HORATIO GATES, Adjutant-General.
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.
NEW-Y ORK, ss.

Proceedings of a General Court-Martial of the line, heM
~t Head-Quarters, in the City of New- York, by order of His
Excellency George Washington, Esq., General and Com-
mander-in-Chief of the forces of the Thirteen United Colo-

. nics, for the trial of all Prisoners to be brought before them,,
April 29th, 1716.

Colonel BALDWIN, President.
Captain Butler, Lieutenant IIoit,
Captain Brewster, Lieutenant Thompson,
Captain Brown, Lieutenant Fowler,
Captain Symonds, Lieutenant Brazier,
Captain Clap, Lieutenant Haws,
Lieutenant Wheeler, Lieutenant Phclp,y,
Lieutenant Walker,

WILLIAM TUDOR, Judge .Advocate.

The Court being duly sworn, proceeded to the trial of
Lieutenant Grover, of Captain Tfl£!kinson's Company, in
the Second or Colonel Reed's Regiment, brought before the
Court and accused of insulting Captain Wilkinson, disobey-
ing his orders, and giving him insolent and abusive lan-
guage.

Lieutenant Grover being arraigned on the above com-
plaint, pleads Not Guilty.

Evidence in support of tlte complaint.

Lieutenant-Coioneillartley deposes: Yesterday morn-
ing Colonel Reed's Regiment was parading. Happening to
be near the quarters of that regiment, observing there was
some talk at Captain Wilkinson's Company, I went up to it.
There stood two or three officers talking about the Captain
heading the company, when Lieutenant Grover said he did
not know who was the Captain, nor where to find him-
whether in Heaven or Hell. Upon this speech the men rais-
ed a loud laugh. The air and manner of Lieutenant Gro-
ver was insulting, and, in my opinion, very provoking.

Major Trumbull: 1 was with Colonel Hartley yesterday
morning, at the time be has mentioned. I went up to Cap-
tain Wilkinson's Company, where stood Colonel Reed, Cap-
tain Tf7ilkinson, the prisoner, and another subaltern. Colonel
Reed observing, in good humour, that there were four likely
officers standing together, the prisoner asked who they
were. Colonel Reed replied, the officers of this company.
The prisoner said he did not know who his Captain was.
Yes you do, answers the Colonel; here he is, (pointing to
Captain Wilkinson.) On this Lieutenant Grover said he did
not know where to find his Captain-whether in Earth,
Heaven, or Hell. This speech produced a laugh among the

, company. Lieutenant Grover affected to act the Captain,
aud assumed airs of much superciliousness.

Colonel Reed: Soon after Captain Wilkinson arrived in
town, about ten days ago, in my room, I introduced Mr.
Wilkinson to Lieutenant Grover and Lieutenant Jilaxwell,
as their Captain; upon which Captain Wilkinson took out
two commissions, and presented one to each of them; they
refused to accept the commissions; Lieutenant Grover said
lle would not take a commission under Captain Wilkinson.
I then tendered the commissions to them, which they l'efus-

ed to receive. The same day, in Brigade orders, Captain
Wilkinson was declared the commarrder of the company in
which the prisoner was Lieutenant. Captain Wilk1:nso71
has been more than once upon duty since this. Yesterday
morning, when the men were parading to be mustered, Lieu-
tenant Grover presented me a muster-roll of the company.
Finding Captain Wilkinson's name not inserted, I asked him
how that omission happened. He replied he did not know'
who his Captain was. I observed he mllst have known that
Captain Wilkinson was. What answer he gave me I forget.
I confirm the substance of Major Trumbull's deposition.

Sergeant Adams. Question: Did not Captain Wilkin-
son yesrcrday, when his company was marching off the
parade, order Lieutenant Grover to march the men to the
barracks, as he was unacquainted with them?

Answer: He did. Lieutenant Grover replied he wanted
himself to go to his bamck, and immediately walked off. I
marched the men to their quarters. Yesterday morninO', in
Lieutenant Grover's room, the prisoner asked Captain 1Vil-
k1:nson if he had done the business he undertook, (meaning
as I understood, the making up a muster-roll.) I don't know
what reply the Captain made him.

Question: Did the prisoner tell Captain Wilkinson that

h~ was as capable of making a muster-roll as of doing any-
dun g else?

Answer: He did, in a sneering manner.
Question: Did Lieutt!nant Grover tell Captain Wilkin-

son that he was not a man of honour, or he would not hava
come into the company?

Answer: Yes, he did..
Lieutenant Macvwell. Question: Have you heard Lieu-

tenant Grover say that if Captain Wilkinson was put over
him he would not obey him?

Answer: I have heard the prisoner say, if Captain Wil-
kinson was put over him he should not choose to obey him,
but would quit the service. Yesterday morning, when tho
company was parading, Captain Wilkinson said the place
was inconvenient, and it wou]d be best to parade the men
somewhere else. Lieuwnant Grover replied, he might pa-
rade them on top of the house. This was angrily said, and
in hearing of the men.

Q. M. Fry. Confirms Major Trumbul"fs deposition.
Sergeant Davis. Yesterday, when the company was

marching from the place where they had beep. muster-
ed, Captain Wilkinson asked Lieutenant Grover to march
the men to their barracks. Lieutenant Grover replied in
anger, he wished the Captain would do it himself; and went
off. I have several times heard Lieutenant Grover say he
should not choose to obey Mr. TVilkinson.

The evidence being finished in support of the complaint,
the prisoner moves the Court that he may have time till ta-
morrow to procure evidence.

The Court consent to the motion, and the filrther hearing
of this case is postponed till Tuesday, 30th April, at nine
o'clock, A. M.

April 30.- The Court resume the consideration of tho
case of Lieutenant Gro'ver, adjourned from yesterday.

Lieutenant GROVERproduced tlte follow1:ng witnesses.

Colonel Stark. At Tflinter Hill, before any Captain
was appointed to the company of which the prisoner was
Lieutenant, I heard "General Sullivan promise Lieutenant'
Grover that no person should be put over him except Cap-
tain Ogden, if he could help it.

Colonel Reed. Confirms what Colonel Stark deposes,
and adds, that all the men in that company were in]isted by
the prisoner and Lieutenant J.Uaxwcll.

The Court being cleared, after the maturest consideration
are of opinion, that the prisoner is guilty of insulting Cap-
tain Wilkinson and disobeying his orders. But it not being
in the power of the Court to affix any punishment for said
offence other than cashiering, imprisonment, or fine, and the
Court not being of opinion that the prisoner is so far guilty
as to merit cashiering, do adjudge that the prisoner be
mu1cted of one half month's pay.

LOAm-II BALDWIN, President.

LIEUTENANT GROVER'S DEFENCE.

GENTLI';MEN:As I am called before this respectable
Court, pray indulge me a few moments. When I first took
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out orders to raise men, I inlisted a number of men, in good
credit and of good estates. On their desire I promised them
that I would not return them till I found who their Captain
was to be. 'Ve came down to Colonel Reed, at 'Winter-Hill,
and he went with me to Brigadier-General Sul1il'an, and we
talked of this aftiLir; the General told me that there never
should be a Captain put over me, if Captain Ogden did not
come, if he could help it: Witness Colonel Reed and Colo-
nel Stark. I relied on his promise, and I spared no pains
nor money. I have inlisted forty-four with the assistance of
one Sergeant. After some time I heard. that Mr. 'Wilkinson
was .appointed my Captain. I informed General Sullivan of
it; he told me if he was, he did not know it; I then was
easy. After we came to this city, it was put in Brigade
orders that Mr. Wilkinson was to take the command of the
company that was called Captain Ogden's. I then went to
the General again with Lieutenant Maxwell, and told him we
were uneasy and the company very much cast down; after
some talk, the General told us he would inform his Excel-
lency of this matter, and may be, he will make this easy for
you all, for Captain Wilkinson tells me he expects to be
Major. All this time Mr. Wilkinson never .came to see nor
speak to any of the company, save in the Colonel's room
he offered me my commission. I did not hear him speak.
Colonel Reed told me that was my company. Last Sun-
day Mr. Wilkinson came in my room; I was much disturb-
ed when he said he was come to take the command of this
company, and called for the muster-rolls. For him to step in
at this time, when I was looking for some help from the Ge-
neral; to think 1\11'. Wilkinson pever inlisted but one man;
and I had sUGh promises, and spent so much money in rais-
ing this company, it set me in a passion. I did not treat him
like a gentleman.

THOMAS GROVER, Lieutenant.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 8th, and referred to Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Rodney,
Mr. R. H. Lee, and Mr. Whipple.]

New-York, May 5, 1776.

SIR: I have so often and so fully communicated my want
of arms to Congress, that I should not have given them the
trouble of receiving another letter upon this subject, at this
time, but for the particular application of Colonel Wayne, of
Pennsylvania, who has pointed out a method by which he
thinks they may be obtained. In the hands of the Com-
mittee of Safety at Philadelphia, there are,' according to
Colonel TFayne's account, not less than two or three thou-
sand stand of arms for Provincial use; from hence, he thinks,
a number might be borrowed by Congress, provided they
are replaced with Continental arms as they are brought into
the magazine in that city. At a crisis so important as this,
such a loan might be attended with most signal advantages,
while the defenceless state of the regiments, if no relief can
be had, may be productive of fatal consequences. To give
Congress some idea of our situation with respect to arms,
(and justice to my own character requires that it should be
known to them, although the world at large will form their
opinion of our strength from numbers, without attending to
circumstances,) it may not be amiss to enclose a copy of a
return which I received a few days ago from the forts in
the Highlands, and add, that by a report from Colonel Rit-
zema's Regiment, of the 29th ultimo, there appeared to be
only ninety-seven firelocks and seven bayonets belonging
thereto, and that all the regiments from the eastward are
deficient from twenty to fifty of the former. Four of those
companies at the fortifications in the Highlands belong to
Colonel Clinton's Regiment; but in what condition the
residue are on account of anns, and how Colonel Wynkoop's
men are p!'Ovided, I cannot undertake to say, but am told
most miserably, as Colonel Dayton's (of New-Jersey) and
Colonel Wayne's (of Pennsylvania) also are. This, sir, is
a true, though melancholy descriptIon of our situation; the
propriety therefore of keeping arms in store, when men
in actual pay are wanting them, and who, it is to be pre-
sumed, will, as they ought, bear the heat and burden of the
day, is submitted with all due deference to the superior
judgment of others. I cannot, by all the inquiries I have
been able to make, learn what number of arms have been
taken f!'Om the Tories, where they lie, or how they are
to be got at.

FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. v.

The Committee of Safety for this Colony have as~ured
me that no exertions of theirs shall be wanting to procure
arms; but our sufferings in the meanwhile may prove fatal,
as men without are in a manner useless. I have therefore"
thought of employing an agent, whose sale business it shall
be to ride through the middle and interior parts of these
Governments, for the purpose of buying up such arms as the
inhabitants may incline to sell, and are fit for use.

The designs of the enemy are too much behind the curtain
for me to form any accurate opinion of their plan of operations
for the summer's campaign. 'We are left to wander, therefore,
in the field of conjecture; amI as no place-all its consequen-
ces considered-seemed of more importance in the execution
of their grand plan than possessing themselves of Hudson's
River, I thought it advisable to remove, with the Continental
Army, to this city, so soon as the King's troops evacuated
Boston; but if the Congress, from their knowledge, informa-
tion, or belief, think it best for the general good of the ser-
VIce that I should go to the Northward, or elsewhere, they
are convinced, I hope, that they have nothing more to do
than signify their commands.

With the greatest respect, I have the honour to be, sir,
your most obedient and most humble servant,

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To the President of Congress.

A Return of the state of the Garrison at FORT CONSTITU-
TION, April 23, 1776.

ISAAC NICOLL, Commanding Officer.

A Return of the state of tlte Garrison at FORT MONT-
GOMERY,April 29, 1776.

NAMES OF THE CAPTAINS.

-------------(;apt Andrew Billings's Com-
pany..... . . .. . .. .. .. . ... J 1 2 2 2 55 12 .

Captain James Rosekrans's
Company.... .. .. .. - 2 4, 4 2 56 E 3

Clpt. Abraham Swanwolll', I
Company 2 2, 1 1 21 15 -

Captain John Belknap's Com-
pany... .. .. . .. . .. .. . J 1 3 4 2 52 II 3

Captain Uriah Drake's Com-
pany.. . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 1 3 4 4. 24 - -

6lO522

-15-3

- . 13 9 4

I i 414 -

- . 14- 5
--------------

Total strenl:th 3 9 1515 7208 4t; 6 7 18 H 18 14

A true copy of the Return made by Captain Billings,
examined and compared at Fort Constitution.

ISAACNICOLL,Commanding Officer.

GENERAL ORDERS.

Head-Quarters, New-York, May 1, 1776.
(parole, Shelbourne.) (Countersign Town.shend)

The Majors of Brigade are to see that every Regiment,
in their tespective Brigades, take their proper share of all
duties that the service requires. .

After Orders.

Colonel McDougall's and Colonel Ritzema'.~ Regiments
to be mustered on Saturday morning, at tfm o'clock, upon
the Common, near the Laboratory, where the Commissary-
General of Musters wiI1 attend.

76
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Head-Quartt'rs, New.York, May 2, 1776.
(Parole,Granhy.) (Countersign,Wilkes.)

The First, Second, and Fourth Brigades, to encamp to-
morrow, in the forenoon; each Regiment to be drawn up on
.their Regimental parade, at eight o'clock in the moming,
and djrectly march to the ground marked out for their en-
.campment, when they are immediately to pitch their tents.
The Quartermaster-General will provide camp-equipage,
wood, and straw, necessary for the encampment.

The Bri<Tadier-General, or officers commanrling, will at-
tend to the "'encampment of their respective Brigades, and
see that one Regiment does not encroach upon another, but
encamp exactly upon the ground assigned.

The Chief Engineer, Lieutenant-Colonel Plltnam, to
send every evening the details for the working parties
wanted for the next day, to Major-General Putnam, who
will provide boats, and give the necessary orders for marc~]-
ing them to the places where they are to work; and wIH
also direct the intrenching tools to be properly distributeQ.

Corporal John TVeaver, of Captain Williams's Indepen-
dent Company of Riflemen, tried at a late General Court-
Martial, whereof Colonel Baldwin was President, for" get-
ting drunk when on duty:" the Court find the prisoner guilty
of the charge, and do sentence him to be reduced to the
ranks, and whipped thirty lashes on his bare back.

John ltlcGarra, of Captain 'Stephenson's Independent
Company of Riflemen, tried at the above General Court-
Martial, for" mutinous behaviour," is found guilty by the
Court, and sentenced to be whipped fifteen lashes on his
bare back.

Samuel Londers and Abner Fuller, of Captain Bissell's
Company, in Colonel Huntington's Regiment, tried at the
above General Court-Martial, for" desertion:" the Court
findin.:r the prisoners guilty of the charge, do sentence each
of the~ to receive thirty lashes on his bare balk

The General approves of the foregoing sentences, and
orders the execution of them to-morrow morning, at guard
mountmg.

The General Court-;\lartial, whereof Colonel Baldwin
is President, is dissolved.

Head-Quarters, New-York, May 3, 1776.
(Parole, .qlhany.) (Count,'rsign, Quebeck.)

A General Court-Martial of the line, consisting of one
Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, one Major, and ten Cap-
tains, to sit to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock, to try all such
prisoners as shall be brought before them. All evidences
and persons concerned to attend the Court.

Fn:derick Roach, a Matross in the Regiment of Artillery,
tried at a late General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Bald-
win was President, for" insulting and striking Captain lIull,
and for insulting some inhabitants on Long-Island:" The
Court finding the prisoner guilty of the charge, do sentence
him to be whipped thirty-nine lashes on his bare back.

Edward McCartney, of Captain Hardenbllrgh's Com-
pany, in Colonel Ritzema's Regiment, tried at the above
General Court-Martial, for" desertion," is found guilty by
the Court, and by them sentenced to receive thirty-nine
lashes on his bare back.

John Maxfield, of Captain Tyler's Company, in Colonel
Huntington's Regiment, tried by the above General Court-
Martial, for" desertion:" The Court finding the prisoner
guilty of the charge, do sentence him to be whipped thirty-
nine lashes on his naked back, for said offence.

Charles Bowen, of Captain Potter's Company, in Colo-
nel Dayton's Regiment, tried by the above General Court-
Martial, for" desertion," is found guilty by the Court, and
sentenced to be whipped thirty-nine lashes on his bare back.

The General approves of each of the foregoing sentences,
and orders them to be put in execution to-morrow morning,
at guard mounting.

Head-Quarters, New-York, May 4,1776.
(parole, Monh'eal.) (Countersign, St. John's.)

The weather proving wet and cold, the Regiments that
,did not encamp yesterday are to remain in their present
.quarters until JUonday morning, when they are to march,
.and encamp upon the ground assigned them.

The undernamed officers are appointed by the General
.to .OV{Jrseethe works laid out by the Engincer: Captain

Chapman, of Colonel Prescott's Regiment, Lieutenant Cole,
of Colonel lVyllys's Regiment, Lieutenant Fish, of Colonel
Learned's Regiment, and Lieutenant Goodall, of Colonel
Reed's Regiment.

The Colonels, or commanding-officers of Regiments, are
to be particular in obliging their Quartennasters constantly
to attend to the cleaning the streets of their encampment;
and especially to the digging and fixing the necessaries in
the place appointed for that purpose; which are every
morning to be lightly covered with fresh earth, and at stated
times filled up, and new ones dug; to the end that all ob-
noxious and unwholesome smells be prevented from infect-
ing the camp. The Quartermasters are also carefully to
see all filth and carrion, in or near their encampments, im-
mediately buried.

The honourable the Continental Congress have been
pleased to appoint William Pa?frey, Esq., to be Paymaster-
General of the Army of the United Colonies; he is to be
respected and obeyed as such.

Colonel Parson.~'s and Colonel IIuntington's Regiments
to be mustered in the front of their encampment, upon
Tucsday morning next. They are to prepare their Rolls
accordingly. The Mustermaster-General will attend at
eight o'clock. ,

William Winslow, soldier in Captain Johnston's Com-
pany, in Colonel l1fcDougall's Regiment, tried at a late
General Court-Martial, whereof Colonel Baldwin was Pre-
sident, for" desertion," is acquitted by the Court. The
General orders the prisoner to be released from his confine-
ment; and wishes he could add his approbation of the pro-
ceedings of the Court-Martial. .

Head-Quarters, New-York, May 5, 1776.
(Parole, Franklin.) (Countersign, Ch )

The Commanding-Officers of Regiments to send a re-
turn to the Quartermaster-General of the Armourers and
Smiths in their respective corps; when such as are neces-
sary for the service of the Army will be drafted.

Colonel fVyllys's and Colonel Arnold's Regiments are
to be mustered in the front of their encampment, upon TVed-
nesday morning next, at eight o'clock, when the Commis-
sary-General of Musters will attend.

The officers commanding the guards in and near the
encampment, are to be particularly attentive to prevent any
waste or depredation being committed upon the fields, fences,
trees, or buildings, about the camp. Turf is not permitted
to be cut, unless by the express orders of the Chief Engi-
neer; and any non-commissioned officer or soldier, who is
detected cuttin<T any of the trees or shrubs, or destroying
any of the fence~, near the camp, will be confined, and tried
for disobedience of orders. The Quartermaster-General
will supply a certain quantity of boards for flooring ,for the
tents of every Regiment; which are on no account to be
converted to any other use.

The officers and soldiers ordered upon command, under
Lieutenant-Colonel Tupper, of which a roll is this day de..
livered to the several Brigade-Majors, are to be continued
upon that command until further orders; and the Regiments
they are severally drafted from are to have an allowance in
the roll of duty accordingly.

COLONEL CH.UffiERS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Utrecht, (Long-hlaud, New-York,) May 5, 1776.

SIR: By Lientenant Docherty I send to your Excellency
one Peter PillY0l.lse, who was taken yesterday coming fi'om
the Asia man-of-war; he was taken by Mr. Docherty, who
commanded the picket-guard at that time, and will let you
know the particulars; from your humble servant,

JAMES CHAMBERS,Lieutenant-Colonel.

To His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.

COLONEL GEORGE CLINTON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New.Windsor, May 5, 1776.

D~~AR SIR: On my arrival here I went immediately to
Fzshkill, to make inquiry about the arms said to be stored at
Wiltsy's. I find that, about a week ago, a certain Duncan
Campbell, a lVIajor in the Ministerial Army, taken on board
the enemy's vessels at the mouth of the Sorrel, came to the
Fishkill. on board of an Albany sloop, landed there, and
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put in Wiltsy's store a number of chests and trunks, contain-
ing (as he said) officers' baggage, for which he took Wiltsy's
receipt. He had a pass from General Schuyler to go to
FredericksbU1:gh, in Dutchess County, with his baggage,
which he showed Wiltsy, and applied for assistance to take his
chests, &c., there; but being disappointed in getting teams
for the purpose, they lay some days in the store; in which
time, some little boys, playing in the store, discovered that
one of the chests, which had been nailed down and lashed
with a rope, but had partly got open, contained fire-arms,
of which they acquainted Mr. Wiltsy, who immediately
ga ve the Committee of the Precinct notice thereof. The
Committee met, opened the chest, found it contained thir-
teen officers' pieces, with a paper, on which was written the
owners' names, fastened to each; seven broadswords, and
some pistols. The Committee ordered all the chest:; (nine
in number) to their Chairman's house, about ten miles back
in the country, where they now are, as yet unopened; but
from their extraordinary weight, it is probable they are aU
filled with arms. The trunks which contained baggage
only arc not detained-I believe taken away by Campbell.
The Committee have appointed to meet and open all the
chests on ]}Ionday next, and have summoned Campbell to
attend them. In this I fear they have been over-prudent,
for if guilty he will fly for it-it is reported, and I believe,
he has already.

It will be out of my power to attend the Committee to
open the chests, as my business calls me to Kingston (forty
miles distant) on that day. I have, therefore, sent the
Chairman your order to me, encJosed in a letter, of which I
now send you a copy. And as he is an active man, warmly
engaged in his country's cause, I doubt not but everything
will be done, as weU for securing the arms as Campbell, if
necessary; and as soon as I receive their report, I will trans-
mit it to you.

Fredericksbllrgh is a neighbourhood in which several
Scotch half-pay officers (of course disaffected persons) live;
among the rest itIenos, mentioned,in the letter you showed
me. I cannot learn with certainty that he is gone off, though
it is confidently said many persons in that place have lately
absconded.

I am, with the highest esteem, your most obedient ser-
vant

.,
GEORGE CLINTON.

To His Excellency General Washington.

JOHN COLLINS TO ADMIUAL HOPKINS.

Newport, April 5, 1776.

DEAR SIR : I congratulate you on the success of your
cruise with the Continental fleet; and hope, nay, expect to
see the day when the American fleets will give laws on the
Atlantick Ocean. It will give me great pleasure to see
your fleet riding in the harbour of Newport. The present
motions in this town, I make no doubt, you are well inform-
ed of. .We received with joy the ten cannon you spnt us,

and expect to get them mounted before this week is out, in
proper forts and batteries. We have ten of our old twenty-
four and eighteen-pounders mounted, and two that you sent
us; and hope you will send as many more as you con-
veniently can.

I am, with great regard, your humble servant,
JOHN COLLINS.

To Eseck Hopkins, Esq., Admiral of the Continental Fleet,
New-London.

behold this once happy country, amidst an the evil attempts
of her British enemies to enslave and oppress her, and whilst
she is involved in aJl the tumults of war, still fix tbat system
for which she is contcnding, by forming a Constitution of
Government the most equitable and desirable that human
imagination could invent, thereby convincing the world of
the justice of her intentions, and her own regard to the
rights of mankind. The present Constitution of Govern-
ment, formed by the late Congress of this Colony, promises
to its inhabitants every happy effect which can arise from
society. Equal and just in its principles, wise and virtuous
in its ends; we now see every hope of future liberty, safety,
and happiness confirmed to ourselves and our posterity, and
the possession of which our own virtuous perseverance must
render perpetual. Every goud citizen will joyfully I;xult at
those considerations; and when he finds himself living in a
community where virtue alone is sovereign, where tyranny
is banished, and every system of oppression Iwld as detest-
able, earnestly endeavour, regardless of every danger, to
support these glorious advantages against any hand that
dares to molest them. And should there be a wretch so
lost to every, humane principle, whose heart but harbours
the least dissatisC'lction in such a situation, we hold him as
unworthy the society of men.

II. We cannot but express our unfeigned satisfaction
in the choice of the present publick officers acting under
our Constitution, the method of their appointment being
founded on the strictest justice and impartiality, the dura-
tion of their power being consistent with every principle of
safety to the pcople, and the characters of such as are now
in appointment so confided in Ii'om their weJl-known per-
sonal merits.

III. When we reflect on the general harmony which
now prevails in this part of the Colony, and are sensible
how soon the good effect of our present Government must
appear to everyone, we promise to ourselves the happiness
of soon seeing this oppressed and much injured Colony en-
joying a state of freedom and felicity unknown before.

And lastly: We beg leave to return our sincere thanks to
the Honourable Mr. Justice itlathews for his truly patriotick
and spirited charge delivered to us at the opening of this
session, and to request that these our sentiments and thanks
be printed in the publick papers.

BENJAMIN Y OL"NG,FQreman.
May 6, 1776.

VIRGINIA ASSEMBLY DISSOLVED.

. Wiltiamsburgh, May 10, 1776,

Last Monday, May 6, forty-five Members of the House of
Burgesses met at the Capitol pursuant to their last adjourn-
ment; but it being their opinion that the people could not
now be legally represented according to the ancient Consti-
tution, which has been subverted by the King, Lords and
Commons of Great Britain, and consequently dissolved,.
they unanimously dissolved themselves accordingly.

The same day, the General Convention of Delegates
from the Counties and Corporations in this Colony met at
the Capitol.

INDEPENDENCE IN BUCKINGHAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA.

To CHARLES PATTERSON and JOHN CABELl" Gentlemen
Delegates f01" the County of BUCKINGHAM,now in Gene-
ral Convention:

The Add1"ess and Instructions of the Freeholders of the
said County.

PRESENTMENTSOF THE GRANDJURY AT GEORGETOWN, As you were elected and deputed by us to fill the most
SOUTH-CAROLINA. d ' ffi I d

.
I I h R ., , I eu t an Important paces t 1at t e epresentatlves of

I. When a People, ever dutiful an~ affect~onate to that thi5 County were ever appointed to act in, we cannot, in
system .of Government forr:lCd for thOlr happmess, and un- justice to ourselves and posterity, forbear to give some in-
del' which t,hey had ~ong hved, find that, ?y the b~seness structions concerning the discharge of your great trust. In
and corruption ~f their rul~rs, those laws wlllcl} were lIl,tmd- this we have the example of many; but would not tie you
cd a~ th~ guardians of thm,r sac~'ed and unahenable flf1hts, down in a manner too strict and positive. Though a general
are l~l1pl~usly. perverted mto. mstruments of oppre~slOn; confidence in your honesty and wisdom may be required;
and, m v~ola~lOnof every soc]~l compact, and the tiCS of yet, in some great and leading questions, it may not be unne-
com~on .Justice, every means IS adopted by those whom cessary to take the sense of your constituents: we crive you
they mstttuted to govern and protect them, to enslave and ours in the plainest, easiest, and best method it ca;be col-
des~roy the~: human nature and the laws ?f aod justify lected. If it does not agree with the general opinion, we
the~r employmg thos? m~ans for redre?s which s~lf~~rcser- trust, at least, it will be pardonable. Actuated by a warm
vallon dictates. It IS with the most Joyful senslbdlty we and sincere regard for the interests and rights of mankind,

,.
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:And a deep sense of our present situation, we wish to think
und proceed aright in affairs of such great eonsequence;
:and are willing, therefore, to submit our opinions to the
candid judgment of the publick.

The unhappy dispute between Great Britain and these
United Colonies seems now arrived to a crisis, from whence
events ought to take place which, at the beginning, WE'be-
'lieve, were in contemplation of but few, and even by them
viewed at a much greater distance. When dissensions
first arose, we felt our hearts warmly attached to the King
'Of Great Britain and the Royal family; but now the case
is much altered. At that time we wished to look upon the
Ministry and Parliament as the only fountains from which
the bitter waters flowed, and considered the King as deceiv-
ed and misguided by his counseJIors; and were therefore led
to think that he might, in a proper time, open his eyes, and
become a mediator between his contending subjects. The
measures, however, still pursued against America leave no
room to expect such an interposition from motives of good-
ness and aftection, or with concessions, which may be justly
required. Our enemies denounce our min, from the whole
tenour of their conduct; and the King's speeches, and ad-
dresses, resolutions, and acts of the Parliament, are evidently
concerted to carry their great favourite point. Prospects
of a reconciliation have opened themselves to some; but
they, we fear, were only the ignorant, credulous, and un-
wary; and even to them they must, ere this, have closed
with more threatening appearances. The gracious receipt
of a Continental petition, and the bare mention of Commis-
sioners, have been severally construed good marks of recon-
cilement and peace, by those who too fondly hoped what
was generally desired.

-When the British Parliament assumed an absolute power
over us, and attempted to exercise that power, an opposition
was formed in the United Colonies, the most pacifick which
could be adopted, with any probahility of success, in the
last resort, should our enemies persist in their measures, and
endeavour to drive us into submission by force. This op-
position became a great offence in their eyes: our petitions
were treated with contempt, our actions termed rebellious,
and arms used to subdue us. As the Colonies seemed
determined, from the first, to maintain their rights, and the
rights of a free people, they were obliged to repel forc~ by
force; and, for the effectual purpose tbereof, as occasIOns
required, to take into their own hands the Legislative, Exe-
cutive, and Judicial powers of Government. This was a
necessary consequence, and no settled and permanent op-
position could be made without it. They violated the faith
of Charters, the principles of the Constitution, and attempted
to destroy our legal as well as natural rights. We could do
nothing without forming at least a temporary Government
of our own, by laying aside that part, and dispensing with
those forms, of the old Constitution, which were incompati-
ble with our safety or success. They have broken thrQugh
positive laws, and express acts of Assembly, as well as the
ties which unite man to man in general affection; by which
means they have become felons and enemies under those
laws. In the struggle, the lives of hundreds have bt)cn
destroyed; flourishing towns burnt down and demolished;
property seized and taken, secretly and openly; thousands
reduced. from easy and affiuent circumstances to poverty and
distress; and all the horrors of an expensive and dreadful war
experienced. We have opposed with arms, and persevered
in our measures, with a resolution to maintain our rights, and
regarded no law heretofore made but as it was found con-
sistent with such a laudable design. Both sides grew every
day more and more incensed, from circumstances which
always arise in such contests; and that general confidence,
so necessary to the support of every kind of Government,
seems entirely annihilated, without a prospect of reunion of
affections sufficient to restore it; it becomes daily more out
of their power and farther from their inclinations to put us
.on the footing we stood at the close of the last war, or re-
pair the great damages we have sustained; which, if they
£hould ever confess their errors, and desire to close with us
,on the terms we have hitherto offered, they must, in justIce
alild reason, agree ought to be done.

Besides, the welfare of ourselves and future generations
obliges us to turn matters over in every point of view, and
consider what has been the issue of contests most similar to
.Qur own. As virtue or publick spirit cannot be thoroughly

lost in any country, but must survive in the breasts of many
individuals, so it would be too sanguine to imagine that any
country is without some men of ambitious and selfish views,
who, taking the advantage of favourable opportunities and
an unsettled state, turn the scale too much to their own side,
and destroy the liberty or fix the chains of their country.
This evil we find generally arises in or after civil broils,
when the people have no established Government, or are
led, from a sense of danger or unlimited confinence, to give
themselves up blindly to their leaders. This misfortune, we
hope, will never happen among us; nor do we believe that,
at this time, there is any influence or inclination to eftect or
desire it. However, it is better to prevent evils tban have
them to remedy; and no precaution can be too great for the
attainment of every valuable end to mankind. 'Vbcn tbings
are fixed in a point beyond tbe present, many advantages
may probably accrue; we, therefore, your constituents, re-
commend and instruct you, as far as your voices will contri-
bute, to cause a total and final separation from Great Bri-
tain to take place as soon as possiblc; or, as we conceive
this great point will not come within your immediate pro-
vince, that, as far as in your power, you cause such instruc-
tions to be given to the Delegates ii'om this Colony to the
Continental Congress; that you weigh well the importance
of the matter, and endeavour to lodge power in tbe bands
of those whose honesty, wisdom, and love for their country,
wiII direct them to use it for the publick good; that, as far
as you conceive are admitted, you cause a free and happy
Constitution to be eSlablished, with a renunciation of the
old, or so much thereof as has been fOllnd inconvenient
and oppressive; and that you endeavour to BX a publick
jealousy in this Constitution, as an essential principle of its
support.

In the present unsettled state of affairs, when the Govern-
ment erected among us is confessed on all hands to be only
temporary, for the immediate purpose of opposing the arbi-
trary strides of Great Britain, and effecting a reconciliation
with the. mother country; when the contest is between sub-
ject an(1 subject, with the established power of peace and
war at the hcad of our enemies, and our professions and
actions tend only to bring about a recotlciliation, we have
not the-least room to believe that any foreign nation will
espouse our'cause in an open and an avowed manner; but
when we lay aside these considerations, and bid the last
adieu, some foreign power may, for their o, n interest, lend
an assisting hand, sett]e a trade, and enable us to discharge
the great burdens of the war, which otherwise may become
intolcrable.

HerE', again, we would direct you, as far as relates to
your Province, to beware of any other than commercial
alliances with foreigners; and to keep their armies off YOUI'
shores, if possible. We ask for a full representation; free
and frequent elections; and that no standing armies what-
ever should be kept up in time of peace. We trust you
wiII use your utmost care and circumspection at this trying
crisis, that, as America is the last of the world which has
contended for her liberty, so she may be the most fi'ee
and happy. She has many advantages which others in
nearly her circumstances have not known, arising from
her situation and strength, and the experience of all be-
fore to profit by. View well the defects in other Go-
vernments, and consider the visible causes which reduced
them from freedom to slavery, or raised them fi'om slavery
to liberty; and learn by these examples. It was by a
Revolution, and the choice of the people, that the pre--
sent Royal family was seated on the Throne of Great Bri-
tain; and we conceive the Supreme Being bath left it in
our power to choose what Government we please for our
civil and religious happiness; and when that becomes de-
fective, or deviates from the end of its institution, and can-
not be corrected, that the people may form themselves into
another, avoiding the defects of the former. This we would
now wish to have effected, as soon as the general consent
approves, and the wisdom of our councils will admit; that
we may, as far as possible, keep up our primary object,
and not lose ourselves in hankering after a reconciliation
with Great Britain.

Good Government alone, and the prosperity of mankind,
can be in the Divine intention; we pray, therefore, that,
under the superintending providence of the Ruler of the
Universe, a Government may be established in America,
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the most free, happy, and permanent, that human wisdom
can contrive, and the perfection of man maintain.

Published by order of the Committee:
HOLFE ELDRIDGE, Clerk.

CHARLES MAC IVER TO ROBERT TO\VNSHEND HOOE.

Alexandria, May 6, 1776.

SIR: As I have never been concerned in drawing Peti-
tions or Memorials, and have no pateros of such writings,
may I hope your honourable Convention will condescend to
grant the contents of this paper a hearing, destitute as it will
be of form. .

I would humbly represent, that I have for many years in-
terested myself in plans of emigration, which, though they
may seem directly intended for the benefit of particu]ar peo-
ple, yet were also originally intended, and eventually calcu-
lated, for the emolument and prosperity of this Continent,
wherein I have been long disposed to end my days.

Though more instrumental in these emigrations than any
individual I have heard of, others reaped the benefit of my
designs, whilst I lost time and money by the unpunctuaiity,
clashing interests, selfishness, indolence, and inattention of
various people on both sides of the Atlantick.

When the spirit of emigration was largely diffused among
the common people, some people of superior rank took ad-
vantage of it; and, desirous to fatten on the ignorance and
dependance of their poorer countrymen, conceived the de-
sign of diverting them into clusters, resembling the clansbips
of their native country. At the same time I was deceived
by some, and disappointed in my expectations of others on
this side, which obliged those I had instructed and retained
as my assistants on the other side to look for employment
elsewhere. Employers they readily found, and some, both
employers and assistants, have made fortunes, of which the
greatest part might have been fixed in America, could I have
got the Virginians to adventure. As I have wasted many
years depending on a successful issue of my designs, so I
have contracted such a relish for them as has disqualified me,
in some measure, from the pursuit of other business, though
I understand a variety.

Wherefore, though you promised no support to the plan
of which you have heard the sketch, which, as a member of
Convention, you did not think it your duty nor for the in-
terest of your constituents to do; yet, agreeable to what you
thought the Convention would encourage, give me leave to
represent that the address necessary to engage any kind of
emigration is no more than ~ necessary part of the plan I
showed you. I have never faIled to persuade the poor and
disinterested of my country with whom I had opportunities of
conversing, except in very few instances, wherein they were
tampered with and supported by men of superior wealth, and
principles widely different. I therefore entertain little doubt
of success of engaging artisans, of whom my former plans
required no inconsiderable number.

The wi~dom of the honourable Convention may devise
some plan of alluring and interesting the affections of such
people, whether by removing every civil or religious stum-
bling-block, if such exists, or some temporary or permanent
accommodation equally inviting.

The last paragraph solely regards the plan you propose to
support in Convention. I would now beg leave to address
you, and such other members of your honourable body as it
may suit to adventure as individuals, or in mercantile ad-
ventures or copartnerships. To such I would intimate that
I have not relinquished the design of diverting a considerable
part of the tide of emigration to the districts of Potomack, on
which I had in a more particular manner fixed my affections.
My hopes are founded on a proper acquaintance with what
appertains to this subject, and tbe best instruments in SCot-
land, and in the north of Ireland.

If, in these pursuits, I can procure such appointments from
the Convention and individuals as may enable me to pur-
sue my design with incessant application among the various
ranks of life, and to shift my situation as often as it is proper
and necessary so to do, I have little doubt of acquitting my-
self a useful member of your community.

Whatever selfishness may be laid to the charge of this un-
dertaking, I beg it may also be known that I have long been
inclined to repose my hopes of political happiness on the
prosperity of Ameriaz, to which few of her own sons have

been attached with such a fervour of enthusiasm. If the
honourab]e Convention is pleased to enjoin it upon me as a '
necessary task, I doubt not of procuring such consistent evi-
dence of this, as they may also please to accept as an ear-
nest of the zeal and fidelity with which I propose to serve
them. And as a further security against any egregious im-
position, I would humbly propose that one or more sensible
and candid friends of tbe Convention, residing in Europe,
may have a power to disburse my appointments with such
precaution that I may not long eat the bread of idleness, nor
be allowed to triumph in my ingratitude to the country and
magnanimity of the Convention. At the same time let me
beg the honourable Convention may give me assurances of
support and redress against the selfishness, caprices, or ty-
ranny of any persons intrusted with such a power.

Too much address, secrecy, and precaution on all hands
cannot be used in this business; for, notwithstanding I may
have as many advantages-Gn the whole, from the country of
my birth, from the natUre of my education, and the manner
of my life, as most men; yet unknown dangers from private
attacks, publick oppression, or despotick laws, may start in
the prosecution of this business.

In hopes of all the support you and other sons of liberty
can give this undertaking, (which, for various reasons, can-
not commence at a more proper period than the present,) I
respectfully remain, sir, your obliged and humble servant,

CHARLES MAC IvER.
To 'Robert Townshend Hooe, Esquire.

ROBERT POTTEKS TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, May 6, 1776.

HONOURABLESIRs: Sometime ago] did myself the plea-
sure of waiting on you with two letters of recommendation,
one from William Lux, Esquire, the other £'om Major Gist,
intimating that I was willing to serve this country as far as
my abilities were able. As I am informed there are at present
some resignations, I hope your Honours will be so kind as to
think of me, and grant any commission that you may think
my character most deserving of; or if not now, at any time
hereafter that may be most convenient. I hop~ if J am so
happy as to be granted a commission, that I shall discharge
my trust with fortitude and honour, and shall never be back-
ward when occasion requires.

I have the honollf to subscribe myself, honourable sirs,
your most obedient, hUlnble servant,

ROBERT POTTENS.

To the Honourable the :Maryland Council of Safety.

BALTII\roRE CO;\IMITTEE TO TIlE MARYLAND COUNCIL OF

SAFETY.

In Committee of Observation for Baltimore County,
<-May 6, 1776. 5

GENTLEMEN: .We received your letter of the 1st instant.
Mr. YOllng had liberty to take the schooner Ninety-1ico at
our last meeting. We have the pleasure to inform you that
our boom is now laid down, and so far secured that we judge
the vessels sunk at PVltetstone may be removed. You will
therefore please to give orders for tbat purpose as soon as
you think proper.

Weare, gentlemen, your most humble servants,
SAMuEL PURVIANCE, JUN., Chairman,
WILLIAM Lux, Vice Chairman,
\VILLIAM BUCHANAN, JAMES CAI,HOUN,
JOHN STERRETT, \VILLIAM BOYD,
B. GlUFFITH, WILLIAM AISQUITH.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of Maryland.

GEORGE WOOLSEY TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Baltimore, May 6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: I received your favour of the 3d instant by
Captain Flllford, and observe the contents; and never was
sO much surprised as on the receipt, and your informing me
tbat you never heard from me since tbe 9th of February,
which wa~ the time I contracted with you for the brig Ro-
gers; and, also, that it does not appear to you that I have
done anything. In the purchase of her cargo, it certainly
must appem' to you that, when the Committee took the
ves;;els here to sink for the safety of this town, mine was
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detained as well as all others; and I do suppose that Clwrles
Carroll, Esquire, must know that was the case. However,
soon after the Otter was here, Mr. William Lux was going
to Annapolis, and 1 requested him to let you know that my
brig was detained, and the cargo ready to put on board her,
and requested your further instructions. On his return he
told me that you had not any further orders to give me ; but
if you had any further you would send them to me here-
after; on which account 1 thought it was unnecessary to give
you any more trouble, but resolved to load the vessel as soon
as possession was given me, unless orders had come from
you to the contrary. Last .Monday they gave me possession,
and I now have nine hundred barrels on board her, and I
shall have her ready for sea this week; a\1(J I hope in the
end shall give you every necessary satisfaction, though you
seem to think, by what you say in your letter, that I have
not laid out the pub1ick money properly. If I had been one
of those kind of men, Mr. Th?Jmas Jones, of this town,
would not have given me a letter to any friend he had, and
that time I contracted with you, to give me a few lines to
Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esquire, your President.
However, I must confess 1 was to blame to trust to any man,
and see now I should have written you in preference of send-
ing by Mr. Lux; but if he has deceived me 1 cannot ]wlp
it now, but shall, for the futme, never depend on him or
any other man on such business.

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant, .
GEORGE \V OOLSEY.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety of ft-Iaryland.

BALTIMORE COJUMITTEE TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.
Baltimore, May 6, 1776.

HONOURABLEGENTLEMEN: We return you the following
list of Companies of Militia formed in this County agreeable
to the resolves of the late Convention, viz:

In GunpolOder, Upper Hundred: Captain, James Gittings;
Zaccheus Onion, First Lieutenant; Sutton GurlgeoTJ, Se-
cond Lieutenant; Philip Chamberlain, Ensign---contain-
ing eighty-three men, officers included.

In Middk River, LOlOer: Captain, John Tully Young; John
Gorman, First Lieutenant; Philip Colvin, Second Lieu-
tenant; William Galloway, Ensign---containing sevcnty-
five men, officers included.

In Back River, Lower: Captain, Job Garretson; John
Long, First Lieutenant; William Groves, Second Lieu-
tenant; Joseph Stansbury, Ensign--containing sixty-three
men, officers included.

In Back River, Lower: Captain, John JIercer; Benjamin
Buck, First Lieutenant; William Clark, Second Lieu-
tenant; Benjami~ Stansbury, Ensign---containing fifty-
five men, officers mcluded.

In Polapses, Lower: Captain, Josias Bowen; Tf'illiam Mac-
cubbin, First Lieutenant; Vincent Green, Second Lieu-
tenant; Job Smith, Ensign---containing sixty-one men,
officers included.

In GunpolOder, Upper: Captain, John Standiford; Edward
Oldham, First Lieutenant; James Ogelvie, Second Lieu-
tenant; Shadrach Green, Ensi gn---containinO" fifty-three.

d
o

men, officers mclude .
The above Companies, together with Captain TVilliam

Cromwell's, and Captain Jam<:s Bosley's, already returned,
we recommend to compose one Battalion.

"\Ve are, gentlemen, your most obedient servants,
. SAMUELPURVIANCE,JUN., Chairman,

WILLIAM Lux, Vice Chairman,
ANDREWBUCHANAN, JOHN MERRYMAN,JR.,
JAMES CALHOUN, THOMAS SOU,ERS.
DARBY Lux,

To the Honourab]e the Council of Safety of Maryland.

PREESON BOWDOIN TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadelphia, May 6, 1776.

SIR: Captain j)IatthelOs was some time last fall sent a
prisoner by Lord Dunmore, in a sloop from Norfolk bound
to Boston; but on the passage was retaken by the Lee pri-
vateer, and carried into some port in New-England. This
gentleman, since his return to Virginia, told me that he had
informed your Excellency that the sloop in which he was

retaken had been partly the property of myself and brother;
but unjbstly seized by Captain Collins, and that you told
him if I would prove the property you would have her paid
for. This I shall be able very amply to do, by some papers
I expect fi'om Virginia next post. If your ExceIlency can
find time from your more important business, shaIl esteem it
a [waul' if you will inform me whether it will be necessary
for me to come to NelO- York myself, or whether sending the
papers will do.

Your answer will much oblige, sir, your most obedient
servant, PREESON BOWDOIN.

To His Excellency General T¥ashington, at New- York.

JOSEPH TRu~mULL TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New-York, May 6, 1776.

SIR: I have this day drawn on you in favour of Mr.
IUatthelO Irvine, for ten thousand dollars, payable at six days
sight, it being the one half of the twenty thousand dollars
ordered by Congress to be placed in my hands for the pur-
chaj;e of two thousand barrels of pork, for the subsistence of
the Army going into Canada; whieh I hope will meet your
approbation and payments.

I am, most respectfully, sir, your most humble servant,
J os. TRU1\1BULL.

To the Honourab]e John Hancock, Esq., President of Con-
gress.

COLONEL JlIcDOUGAI,L TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-York, May 6, 1776.

SIR: The officers of the four battalions raised last year
in this Colony have been allowed but a single ration; nor
have they had any allowance for billeting money even while
they were recruiting. The expenses they were exposed to
in the northern campaign were great, far beyond those in
the English Colonies, owing to the high charges attendin!T
the carriage of the necessaries they wanted on that service~
which they were subject to, as there were not boats sufficient
on the lakes to transport stores for them. This occasioned
them to fall a prey to the avarice of the Suttlers. They are
making fi-equent application to the Convention, Committee
of Safety, and to me, for an allowance of rations, or billet-
ing, to compensate for those expenses, or to put them on the
same footing with the other Continental troops who served
at Cambridge; but we are utterly at a loss how to settle
with them for this demand, as we are destitute of any rule
fi)r it. I must, therefore, beg your Excellency to inform me

.

wbat rations were. allowed at Cambridge to the officers of
the Army, in order that the settlement with the officers of
those battalions may be made.

It is with no small reluctance I trouble the General with
this request; but I hope the pressing nature of the case (as
a settlement of this matter will be advancive of the reputa-
tion of the service) will be a sufficient apology for your
Excellency's very humble servant,.

ALEXANDERMcDOUGALl..

To His ExceIlency General Washington.

COLONEL RITZEMA TO NEW-YORK COJlIMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Monday, May 6, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The daily complaints for the want of pay
of Captain Hutchings's men, and their disorderly behaviour
in consequence thereof, !,rive me the utmost uneasiness; it
being impo]itick to act en militaire with soldiers who have
large arrears due to them. Some of these men say they have
three months' pay due.

l\Ir. Van Zandt directed me to pay no moneys to Captain
llutchillgs, as he had received several sums at different
times from the Committee, besides fifty pounds u:om me for
blankets. As this matter, gentlemen, is of the utlTiost im-
portance, I shall be extremely happy in your settling it with-
out delay; and if you have been imposed upon, or the sol-
diers defrauded, that the delinquent be punished with the
utmost severity. If the fault is in the soldiers, they shall
have their reward at the hands of a Court-Martial.

The mustering of my regiment being put off 13st Satur-
day for the incomplete state of Captain Riker's Company,
and the absence of Captain Pearce, your direction respect-
ing the former, as the regiment is to encamp to-morrow, and
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the General's desire of having it complete in every respect,
will much oblige, gentlemen, your very humble servant,

HUD. RITZEMA.

To the Committee of Safety for the Colony of New- York.

JAIL, NEW-YORK, JlIAY6, 1776.

Sailors, Q; Pilots, Q; Inbabi-

RETURN OF PRISONERS IN

In health: Officers, 5;
tants, Q.

Sick, in Jail: Sailors, Q.
Sick in the Alms-House: Sailors, 1; Farmers, 1.
Total: Officers, 5; Sailors, 5; Pilots, Q; Fanncrs, 1;

Inhabitants, 2.-15.

Officers in Jail: Joseph TVoolcomb, William McDermont,,

WilliamAlder, 1'homasB. Barris, T¥illiamMedca?f.
Sailors, in health, in Jail: Francis Chimes, Jeremiah Rea~

don. .

Sailors, sick, in Jail: ~Michael Conry, Ccesar Freeman.
Sailor, sick in Alms-House: John Gibbons.
Farmer, sick in Alms-House: Peter BU17lett.
Pilots, in Jail: Henry Kilgrove, Ryner VanhOll$en.
Inhabitants, in Jail: Thomas Varnom, Belshazzer Cha-

mer.

The Jailer has been threatened by the prisoners; he wants
a guard. Doctor Van Buren heard them. .

JACOBUS SWARTWOUT TO COLOXEL GEORGE CLINTON.

Rombouts Precinct, May 6, J 776.

SIR: Agreeable to your request and General TfTashing-
ton's order, we have secured the arms brought to this Pre-
cinct, with Ensign Duncan Campbell, of the Twenty-Sixth
Regiment, to the following. amount, ".iz: Seven. fowli?g
fusils, one double-barrel fusJl, four regImental fusIls, wIth
four bayonets; one French musket, one gun-barrel, six steel-
mounted swords, two silver-mounted swords, one silver-
mounted hanger, one silver-mounted pistol, one Highland
pistol, four pouches with belts, three sword-belts, one pow-
der.:horn, (engraven,) one powder canteen, one hand-saw.
We shall wait his Excellency General lf1ashington's orders
where to have them directed.

I am, sir, in behalf of the Committee of Rom bouts Pre-
cinct, your very humble servant,

JACOBUS SWARTWOUT, Chairman.
To Colonel George Clinton, in Ulster County.

PHILIP VAN RENSSELAER TO GENERAL WASHIXGTO!\".

Albany, May 6, 1776.

SIR: I think it my indispensable duty to acquaint you
that the small arms now in store,lInfit for service, cannot
be made fit for service this season by the armourers in this
place, and the neighbouring places. I applied to General
Thompson for his armourers, but he was of opinion that they
would be wanted in Canada. I therefore give you this
early notice, and beg that some armourers may be sent as
soon as possible to repair the pub]ick arms. Great num-
bers of the troops that come from New- York have arms
unfit for service, and numbers without any at all.

I am your most humble servant,
PHILIP VAN RENSSELAER.

To General Washington.

GENERAL THOMPSON TO GENERAL WASHINGTON'.

Fort George, May 6, 1776.

SIR: I arrived at this place the 4th instant, and have since
been aetained by bad weather and contrary winds. Grea-
ton, Patterson, and Bond's Regiments have been gone from
here some days. Greaton's and Patterson's have left Ti-
t;onderoga; and I expect BQnd's will be also gone fi'Om there
before Poor's can reach that place. I hope to set out to-
morrow morning, with the last of my party, and expect in
ten days to be in or near Quebeck.

General Schuyler does everything, indeed much more
than I thought was in the power of man to do, in forwarding
the troops and provisions. A number of Poor's Regiment,
and six or seven men of Captain Nelson's Company, have
deserted on the march.

I am your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant,
WILLIAM THOMPSON.

To His Excellency General Washington.

COJl1MISSIONERSIN CANADA TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.
[Read May 18, 1776, and referred to Mr. Livingston and Mr. Jelferson.J

Montreal, May 6, 1776.

In our letter of the 1st instant, we informed you of the
lowness of the Continental credit in this Province, and the
necessity of a speedy supply of hard money. . Unless this
very essential article arrives soon, our force~ wIll su.ffer ex-
ceeding]y fi'om tbe want .of. many necessanes, partIcularly
flour "hich mioht be laId III much cheaper here than It
cou]:1 be suppli(~i fi"OmNew- York, provided gold or silver
could be procured to purcbase it. It is very difficult to
keep soldiers uuder proper discipline without paying them
reou]arly. Tbis difficulty increases in proportion to the dis-
ta~ce .tbe troops are removed from their own country. 'Jihe
want of money frequently constrains the commanders to
have recourse to violences in providing the Army with car-
riages, and other conveniences, which indispose and irritate
the minds of the people. We have reason to conclude that
tbe change of sentiments, which we understand has taken
place in this CoJony, is owing to tile above-mentioned cause,
and to other arbitrary proceedings. If hard money cannot
be procured and forwarded with despatch to Canada, it
would be advisable, in our opinion, to withdraw our Army,
and fortify the passes on the lakes, to prevent the enemy,
and the Canadians, if so inclined, from making irruptions
into, and depredations on, our frontiers. We have given
orders for the return of Mr. Fra.~er to this city; and we
now have under consideration the confinement of the other
gentlemen particularized in our instructions.

At Fort Gco/'O'c we had an interview with the Deputies
of tbe seven Indian tribes of Canada to the Great Council
at Onondaga; they were on their return home from tbis
Council. They informed us that the result of their delibe-
rations was to maintain a perfect neutrality during the pre-
sent contest. Tbat they had received the hatchet from
Colonel Guy Johnson; but being a sharp weapon, and ]ia-
ble to wound their bosoms, they were resolved no longer to
keep it, but to deliver it up to us. Sinc.e our arrival in this
city, we have had another conference wIth the same Depu-
ties which terminated in a confirmation of their fonner pro-, . .
mises-not yet complied with, but delayed only to gIve time
for the assemblino of all their tribes, that the hatchet may
be given up with ~he consent of the whole, and with greater
solemnity. 'We jndged it expedient to make them a small
present; and we think it will be necessary to make them
another more considerable when the hatchet is delivered up.

We are informed that our debts in this Colony amount to
ten thousand pounds, exclusive of what is due to Mr. Price.
We have hitherto obtained a list f!mounting only to between
three and four thousand. It will be necessary to appoint
persons to settle these accounts.

'Vith great respect to yourself and the Congress, we have
the honour to be, sir, your most obedient humble servants,

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,

SAMUEL CHASE,

CHARLES CARROLL, of Carrollton.

To the Hon. John IIancock, President of Congress.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO GE!\"ERAL WASHINGTON.

Providence, May 6, 1776.

SIR: Your Excellency's favour, in which you assureme
that you will recommend this unhappy Colony to tbe Con-
tinental Congress, hath been laid before the General Assem-
bly, to whom it gave great satisfaction. ,.. .I enclose YOtla copy of Colonel Babcock s dISmISS)On.
The officeof Brigadit'r-Genera]is still kept vacant, in hopes
that the brioade will be put upon the Continental estab]ish-
ment, and t~at a Commander-in-Chief will be appointed by
Congress.

I also enclose a copy of an act discharging the inhabi-
tants of this Colony from allegiance to the King of Great
Britain, which was carried in the House of Deputies, after a
debate, with but six dissentient voices, there being upwards
of sixty members present. I may also inform your Excel-
]ency that the De]egates from this Colony are instructed
and authorized to join with the major part of the Delegates
in entering into treaty with any Prince, State, or Potentate,
for the security of the Colonies, and to adopt any other
measures that may be thought prudent and effectual. Tbis
instruction passed nem. con. The Lower House afterwards
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passed a vote for taking the sense of the inhabitants at large
upon the question of Independence; but the Upper House
represented to them that it would probably be discussed in
Congress before the sense of the inhabitants could be taken
and transmitted to the Delegates, in which case the Colony
",.ould lose their voice, as the Delegates would be laid under
the necessity of waiting for instructions from their consti-
tuents; and further observed, that the Delegates, ",-hen they
should receive a copy of the vote renouncing allegiance to
the British King, and their instructions, could not possibly
be at a loss to know the sentiments of the General Assembly.
Upon this the maW'r was dropped.

I have the satisfaction, also, to inform your Excellency
that, at a very full town-meeting of the inhabitants of New-
port, held last ~Monday, it was unanimously voted to enter
into the defence of the town; and last Thursday a conside-
rable body of them began to work upon the fort to be erect-
ed upon Brenton's Point. This happy event I have great
hopes will make us a united people, and root up every
seed of disaffection in the Colony.

I take the liberty once more to press your Excellency in
behalf of the Colony, the defence of which must be aban-
doned, unless we receive assistance £I'om the Congress.

I am, with great respect, sir, your most obedient and most
humble servant,

N CICHOLAS OOKE.

To His Excellency General Washington.

P. S. By this day's post I have forwarded to Mr. Hop-
kins an instruction from the General Assembly, directing
him to make immediate application to Congress to put our
troops upon the Continental establishment.

Rhode-Island, in General Assembly, 7.May Sessions,A. D. 1776. 5
Whereas, it hath incontestably appeared to this Assembly

that Henry Babcock, Esq., Colonel of a Regiment in the
service of this Colony, is at times deprived of the perfect use
of his reason, and thereby rendered unfit to command; it is
voted and resolved, that the said Henry Babcock be, and he
is hereby dismissed from the command of said Regiment;
and that office is hereby declared vacant.

A true copy-Witness:
H -'XT .. tENRY nARD, .:Jecre ary.

Colony of Rhode-Island, &c., in General Asscrr,bJY, }May Sessions, 1776.

An Act Repealing an Act entitled "An Act for the more
_ effectual securing to his j}Jajesty the allegiance of his

Subjects in this his Colony and Dom~nion of RHODE-
ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS," and altering
the form of Commissions, of all Writs and Processes in
the Courts, and of the Oaths prescribed by law.

Whereas in all States existing by compact, protection and
allegiance are reciprocal, the latter being only due in conse-
quence of the former: And whereas George IlL, King
of Great Britain, forgetting his dignity, regardless of the
compact most solemnly entered into, ratified, and confimled,
to the inhabitants of this Colony by his illustrious ancestors,
and till of late fully recognized by him; and entirely de-
parting from the duties and character of a good King,
instead of protecting, is endeavouring to destroy the good
people of this Colony, and of all the rnited Colonies, by
sending Fleets and Armies to America, to confiscate our pro-
perty, and spread fire, sword, and desolation, throughout our
country, in order to compel us to submit to the most debasing
and detestable tyranny; whereby we are obliged by neces-
sity, and it becomes our highest dUty; to use every means
with which God and nature has furnished us, in support of
our invaluable rights and privileges, to oppose that power
which is exerted only for our destruction;

Be it, therefore, enacted by this General Assembly, and
by the authority thereof it is enacted, That an act entitled
"4-n Act for the more effectual securing to his Majesty the
allegiance of his subjects in this his Colony and Dominion
of Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations," be, apd the
same is hereby, repealed.

And be it further enacted by this General Assembly, and
by the authority thereof it is enacted, That in all commis-
sions for offices, civil and military, and in all writs and pro-

cesses in law, whether original, judicial, or executory, civil
or criminal, wherever the name and authority of the said
King is made use of, the same shall be omitted; and in the
room thereof the name and authority of the Governour and
Company of this Colony shall be substituted, in the follow
ing words, to wit: "The Governour and Company of the
English Colony of Rhode-Island and Providence Planta-
tions;" that all such commissions, writs, and processes,
shall be otherwise of the same form and tenour as they here-
tofore were; that the courts of law be no longer entitled or
considered as the King's courts; and that no instrument in
writing of any nature or kind, whether publick or private,
shall in the date thereof mention the year of the said King's
reign: Provided, nevertheless, That nothing in this act con-
tained shall render void, or vitiate any commission, writ,
process, or instrument, heretofore made or executed, on ac-
COLlntof the name and authority of the said King being
therein inserted.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
the oaths or engagements to be administered to the officers
appointed in this Colony shaIl be as follows, to wit:

GenemlOificers.-" You, . . . . , beingby the
free vote of the freemen of this Colony of Rhode-Island and
Providence Plantations elected unto the place of. . . ,
do solemnly engage to be true and faithful unto this said
Colony, and in your said office equal justice to do unto aJl
persons, poor and rich, within this jurisdiction, to the utmost
of your skill and ability, without partiality, accordina to the
laws established, or that may be established, by the General
Assembly of this Colony, as weJl in matters military as civil;
and this engagement you make and give upon the peril of
the penalty of perjury."

Deputies.-" You,
.

, being chosen to the
place of a Deputy, to sit in the General Assembly, do
solemnly engage, that you wiII be true and faithful to the
Colony of Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations; and
that you will do equal right and justice to an persons who
shall appeal unto you for your judgment in their respective
cases, according to the laws established, or that may be
established, by the General Assembly of this said Colony;
and this engagement you make and give upon the peril of
the penalty of perjury."

Judgesof the SuperiorCourt.-" You, . . . . ,
being by the General Assembly of this Colony chosen to
the place of a Justice of the Superior Court of Judicature,
Court of Assize, and General Jail Delivery, in and through-
out the Colony, do solemnly engage to be true and faithful
to this said Colony, and to execute the office unto which
you are chosen as aforesaid, with fidelity, to the best of your
skill and knowledge, according to the laws established, or
that may be established, by the General Assembly of this
said Colony; and this engagement you make and give upon
the peril of the penalty of perjury."

[Publick Notaries, Clerks of the Superior and Inferior
Courts, Justices of the Inferior Courts, and Sheriffs, to take
the same oath as the Justices of the Superior Courts, mu-
tatis mutandis.]

Grand Jurors.-" You, A B, being of the Grand In-
quest, on behalf of the GoverJlour and Company of the Eng-
lish Colony of Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations,
do hereby promise to make a true return to this Court of
all such bills as shall be presented to you, or such breakers
of law as shaIl come to your knowledge; and this engage..
ment you make and give upon the peril of the penalty of
perjury."

Petit Jurors in Civil Causes.-" You, A 8, being of this
Jury of Trials, shall well and truly try the issue of this case,
and all cases that shall be committed unto you from this
Court, between the parties plaintiff and defendant, accord..
ing to law and evidence; and to keep together until YOll
agree of a verdict in the case or cases committed to YOll,
and make true return of the verdict or verdicts unto this
Court, and to keep your own and fellQWS' secrets; and this
engagement YOlimake and give upon the peril of the penalty
of peIjury."

Petit JUTors in Criminal Cases.-" You, A B, being of
this Jury of Trials, shall well and truly try, and true delive-.
rance make, between the Governour and Company of the
English Colony of Rhode-Island and Providence Planta-
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tions and the prisoner at the bar, according to law and evi-
dence; and to keep together until you are agreed of a ver-
dict or verdicts in the ease or eases that shall be committed
to you from this Court, and to keep your own and feHows'
secrets; and this engagement you make and give upon the
peril of the penalty of perjury."

Town Officers.-" You, A B, do hereby solemnly en-
gage to be true and faithful unto this Colony of Rhode-
Island and Providence Plantations; and that you will well
and truly, according to the laws established, or that may be
established by the General Assembly of said Colony, execute
the office of . . . for the ensuing year, or until another
be engaged in your room, or you'be legally discharged there-.
from; and this engagement you make and give upon the
peril of the penalty of perjury."

Military Commissioned Officers.-" You, A B, being by
the General Assembly chosen and elected unto the place and
office of . . . , do solemnly swear to be true and faith-
ful unto this Colony of Rhode-Island and Providenct Plan-
tations, and to the authority therein established by the
General Assembly; and you do also further engage well
and truly to execute the office of . . . ,fo which you
are elected, according to your commission; and to perform
and observe all the laws made and provided for the support
and well ordering of the Militia, without partiality; and that
you will observe and follow such orders and instructions as
you shall from time to time receive from your superiors: so
help you God."

Clerk of a Company of ]}[ilitia.-" You, A B, do
solemnly swear well and truly to perform and execute the
office of Clerk of the Company, or trained band, under the
command of C D, to the utmost of your skill and ability,
without partiality, according to the laws of this Colony
which relate to your office: so help you God.

A true copy:-Witness,
HENRY WARD, &cretary.

GOVERNOUR COOKE TO THOMAS CUSHING.

Providence, May 6, 1776.

SIR: At the request of the General Assembly, I am to
acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 3d instant, and to
inform you that in case of an attack upon the Province of
the ltIassachusetts-Bay, this Colony will afford all the as-
sistance in our power to give. Orders have been given to
several of the Colonels of Militia to hold their regiments in
readiness.

.

The enclosed act passed the Upper House unanimously,
and the Lower HOllse by a vast majority, there being
upwards of sixty members present, and only six votes
against it.

I am, with great regard, sir, your most obedient and hum-
ble servant, N CICHOLASOOKE.

To the Honourable Thomas Cushing, Esq.

ADAM BABCOCK TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

New-Haven, May 6, 1776.

SIR: I heard, a few days since, that you Excellency had
fitted out an armed vessel, under the command of Captain
Perrit, to cruise to the southward. Should that be the
case, I beg leave to propose that a vessel I have fitted out,
commanded by Captain Brooks, may' go out in company
with her; which will make them both quite secure against
anything they may chance to meet with in getting off the
coast, except they should fan in with a man-of-war. The
little vessel I have fitted mounts six three-pounders, with
swivels, blunderbusses, and small arms for fifty men, which
she carries, and is already manned, and is a prime sailer.
She will sail the beginning of next week, but will wait
till Thursday for your Excellency's vessel, if in the mean
time I am informed that she will be ordered here, and
to keep company with my vessel till both are clear of the
coast.

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect and
regard, your Excellency's most obedient and most humble
servant,

ADAMBABCOCK.

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq.
FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. \".

GENERAL WARD TO COLONEL WARREN.

Boston, May 6, 177'6.

SIR: I would inform you that, last evening, a man made
his escape from Lovell's Island, in this harbom, who appears
to be an honest Amel.ican. He informs that yesterday he
was on board the man-of-war which lies in ~Nantasket, and
that an officer of the Navy told him the fleet and troops
from Halifax were expected to return soon to this place;
and that they intended to land their troops below, and
march to Boston by land, while the man-of-war made an
attack by water. The same account was given by another
man who made his escape from the same man-of-war the
night before last. ,Vhat regard ought to be paid to these
accounts you will determine. I thought it my duty to give
you the information, that you might acquaint the General
Court therewith.

I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant,
ARTE1\rAS WARD.

To the Honourable James TfTarren.*

JAMES WARREN TO JEDEDIAJI PREBLE.

In the Rouse of Representatives, Waterford,
'2.

May, 1776. 5
SIR: Last fall this Court made choice of you for their

Truckmaster to the Penobscot Tribe of Indians. We trust
you have been duly acquainted with your appointment, as
your son was in town when you were appoint!:Jd. This
Court have lately received a letter from said Indians, dated
the 22d of last November, complaining to us that they were
not satisfied with their present Truckmaster: they say he
detains them a long time when they corne to trade with
him. Their chief complaint is the want of despatch. They
desire that Mr. Lowden may, be appointed their Truck-
master. We have promised them that their case shall be
considered as soon as may be after the meeting of the next
General Court. You are sensible, sir, that it may be at-
tended with very ill consequences to have these Indians
uneasy. We desire you to search into the cause of their
complaints, and report to the next General Court on or
before the second Wednesday of their first meeting.

JAMES WARREN.

To the Honourable Jedediah Preble, Esq.

COLONEL GILMAN TO THE NEW-JIAMPSHlRE COMMITTEE OF

SAFETY.

Head-Quarters, May 6, 1776.

MOST RESPECTED GENTLEMEN: My officers here make a

great complaint for the want of paper. They cannot receive'
the necessary orders, and make proper returns of their COm-
panies, for want of that article. By the best information I
can get, the officers and non-commissioned officers in the
Continental Army are allowed that article. I should be
glad that the matter might be considered, and that you
would grant such relief as you in your wisdom may think
best. My command here is attended with some consider-
able difficulty, the soldiers being very mutinous, (Captain
DearbQrn's Company in particular,) not owing to their offi-
cers being backward in their duty, but from a notion tha.t
the Artillerymen have no right to build fortifications. I
have ordered that companyover to Sevey's Island, in hopes
to have them in some better order. Five of the said com-
pany are now under trial of a Court-Martial for mutinous
behaviour.

You may remember, gentlemen, when you were down
here I mentioned something concerning boats to reinforce
l.Vew-Castle, in case we should be attacked by the enemy':
I am of the same opinion still, and think it worthy of your
consideration. I have almost completed the battery on
Church-Hill. Should have done it long ago, if the wind
and weather had not prevented getting turf. We have

. IN COUNCIL, .Way 7, 1776.- The Committee Qf both Houses to whom
is referred the consideration of a letter from General 'Vard, have con-
sidered the same; and, from various circumstances, are led to conclude
that tbe probability of the enemy's return to this Colony is such as ren-
ders it highly necessary that part of the Mjlit,ia be calkd to tI\C.,lill,e,s
near Boston, with all possible despatch; and that due care be imme-
diately taken to provide proper magazines of provision, and a sufficient
supply of intreI1ching tools and camp utensils, (or tl1eir use and sup-
port. All which is hUn:\bJy submitted.

J. WINTHROP, 'per order.
PI>BEZ M\lBTON, Deputy Secretary.

77
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begun to enclose Fort Washington, and hope, in a short
time, to have it in a good way. I will endeavour cheer-
{lIlly to comply with your orders"'at all times, and e:){ercise
my small talents in the glorious cause we are now contend-
ing for.

I am, with great respect, your Honours' most obedient
servant, DAVID GILMAN.

To the Honourable Committee of Safety of New-Hamp-
shiTe.

P. S. I think we are neglected with regard to Chaplain.
The men are badly provided with arms: I fear the Muster-
masters did not discharge their duty in that respect. Flints
are much wanted, and cannot be had.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FRO~I CAPTAIN DE~fPSTER, OF THE

TRANSPORT BLUE-)IOUNTAIN VALLEY, DATED NEWRY, IRE-

LAND, MAY 7, 1776.
I wrote you, from America, the misfortune which befe!

me in the loss of my ship; but as you probably never re-
ceived it, I will inform you of the misfortunes that have
befaHen me from my leaving the Downs till my arrival in
Ireland. I left the Downs towards the end of OctobeT ]ast,
when that dreadful gale of wind drove so many ships ashore
on the coasts of England and Irel<Ind; but I escaped from
that tolerably well. The remainder of my passage was
one continued gale of wind, until my arrival on the coast of
America, where I found my ship disabled in every respect,
being leaky, &c., having had a thirteen weeks' passage.
The moment I came off New- York, I sent my chief mate
on shore by a pilot-boat, in order to get on board the ships-
of-war lying there, to demand assistance in carrying the ship
into New- York, where we .might refit, in order to proceed
to Boston, our intended port; but unlucki]y for me, as I
afterwards learned, my mate was taken prisoner, and was
obliged by threats to discover what the ship was, where
bound, and of no force. Upon this intelligence, they fitted
out four armed vessels, with about sixty men each-in all
upwards of two hundred men-an overmatch (as you may
easily be]ieve) for a ship with four small guns, and sixteen
bands in all, after being thirteen weeks at sea, and hardly
able to keep the ship from sinking. 'When the vessels made
their appearance, I took them for vessels from the men-of-
war, the officer who commanded the party being dressed in
the uniform of a Lieutenant of the Navy, and I did not then
know my mate was taken prisoner. They boarded the ship
in every part, and carried her about ten or twelve miles up
a river, where two of the King's ships lay, to a place called
Elizabethtown, making a pl;ze of the ship and cargo, and
myself a prisoner upon parole. After tlie Americans, by
order of the Congress, had unloaded the ship, by an order
from that same power, I was set at liberty conditionally-
that I should not go near either the Army or the Navy, but
return to Britain the first opportunity, which I gladly em-
braced by coming home in the Catharine, Captain Moore,
bound for Newry; and happy was I to get away, lest they
had recaned this indulgence. I arrived here the 5th of May,
after a pleasant passage of five weeks, and shan proceed
with an Speed. J II DOHN .

AMILTON EMPSTER.

GENERAL ARMSTRONG TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read June n, 1776.]
Charlestown, South-Carolina, May 7, 1776.

SIR: Having on the 3d instant arrived at this town, duty
would have led me without loss of time to have made re-
turns of the Continental forces raised in this Colony, their
situation, arms, stores, &c.; but found the military depart-
ment of this Colony established in a different way from that
which is CQntinental. By virtue of the resolutions of the
Provincial Congress, the military was committed to the Coun-
,cil of Safety, upon the dissolution of that body after forming
,a Constitution for the Co]ony. It has since been assigned, by
an ordinance of the LCI,rislature, to his Excellency the Pre-
sident, fi'om whom the officers derive their commissions, as
well those of the Provincia] regiments as of the Militia; so
that at present I have little more to do than to receive the
civilities of the gentlemen here, equally hospitable and
polite.

The President having candidly dise10sed to me that the
troops of this Colony are not on the Continental establish-
ment, and that the reasons why are at large laid before and
submitted to the decision of the honourable the Continental
Congress, I shall not, therefore, attempt any detail of, nor
observation upon them, further than express my opinion that
the difficulties might all have been obviated, and the troops
stood on the common footing. On the other hand, such
is the activity and publick spirit of the officers, the great
merit and distinguished abilities of the President, procuring.
to him the common suffrage of this country, that I see no
reason to apprehend the pub lick service should suffer in his
hands. In the mean time, I shall here wait the further
orders of Congress, begging only to be favoured with these
as early as may be convenient. I shall also obey the orders
of General Lee, to whom I now write, or return to North-
Camlina, in case tbe enemy should gain footing there. I
should be unpardonable to omit the very friendly reception
given me by the President, to which, in a gentleman]y style,
he has added a series of good offices. The great loss of this
country is its want of men, and the misfortune of so many
malcontents, said to be about two thousand or upwards. A
number of the better sort of these are coming over; but the
greater part of them are said to be of the canaille, whe)
probably want to avail themselves of a day of publick
calamity, for the abject purposes of rapine and plunder.
Four thousand men, I think, have been voted by this Go-
vernment; of that number, about two thousand are now
raised, and many officers out recruiting. Some accounts
from Georgia speak of two thousand British troops being
at St. Angustine; not generally believed. The Continental
troops at Georgia are about four hundred; and when joined
by the Militia, are, by the gentlemen here, estimated at one
thousand. I shall, however, write to the Colonel of that
battalion. For the North Government, we hope for cons~-
derab]e numbers, and a short time will probably bring one
of the Carolinas into action, as appears by a late accession
to the fleet at Cape-Fear. Happy for these Colonies, (parti-
cu]ar]y South-Carolina and Georgia,) shou]d the Insurgents,
the domesticks, and Indians, be restrained.

I have the honour to be your most obedient and most
humble servant, J AOHN RMSTRONG.
To the Honourable John Hancock.

P. S. Captain Conner is come forward, in order to serve,
as was proposed, in the character of Brigade-Major.

GENERAL LEE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 14,1776, and referred to the Committee to whom a former
letter from General Lee was referred.]

Williamsburgh, May 7, 1776.

SIR: I find the part I have acted in the business of Mr.
Eden has given great umbrage to the Council of lYlary-
land. I take the liberty of enclosing to you a copy of
my letter to that Board on the occasion. As I hope it
win appear to the Congress a full explanation and justifica-
tion of my conduct, I shall not trouble them any more on
the subject.

Five transports with troops are arrived at Cape-FeaT; I
shan, therefore, set out on Thursday for Wilmington, by the
way of Halifax. When we consider, sir, the vast extent of
the vulnerable parts of this country; the numerous naviga-
ble intersecting waters; the multitude of s]aves; that we
have not more than five thousand regulars fit for duty in
the Province; that of these five thousand, not more than
three arc properly armed; that to arm theni, (defective] y as
they are,) the Province has been driven to the necessity of
disarming the Minute-men,-I say, sir, when these circum-
stances are considered, I shan appear, I hope, reasonable in
entreating the Congress to spare us if possible some batta-
lions, and of those battaljons which are best armed. If in-
deed, our Minute-men were properly fiJrnished with muskets
and ammunition; if our livers were already secured in the
manner I propose, I should think myself capable of baffling
all their attempts with our present force; but situated as we
are, my anxiety for the common safety obliges me to solicit
a reinforcement.

A letter from one of your members informs me that five
thousand blankets and five thousand pair of shoes are on the
road, for the use of this AJIlly.They are much wanted. The
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number is, I believe, sufficient. Weare, as I observed be~
fore, wretchedly in want of medicines, as well as of a director
to our Hospital. Doctor McClurg is a very able man, and
universally esteemed qualified for the office. The pay of the
Regimental Surgeons, established by Congress, is so low that
it is in this part of the world (where the common country
practice of surgery is singularly lucrative) impossible to find
capable men who will accept; but I am in hopes that the
Convention will make such additions, out of the Provincial
purse, as to enable us to fill the commissions with proper
and competent persons. Now I am on the subject of pay,
sir, I must beg leave to urge the necessity of considerably
increasing that of the Engineers. It is impossib]e that men
qualified for this important office should be prevailed upon
to serve on such miserable terms. You have no American
Engineers; they must of course be foreigners; and foreigners
expect, in their language, de quoi manger; that is, something
which will enable them to eat and drink. Twenty doJlars
per month will not enable them to eat, drink, and wear
linen, or, indeed, any kind of clothes; besides, it must be
considered that these gentlemen are obliged, by the nature
of their duty, to make more journeys than other officers;
that horses must be purchased and fed; that the expenses of
traveJling are, in the Southern Provinces, very high. From
these reasons, and many others, the pay of EngineerS ought
to be, as it is in all other services, greater than that of other
officers. Upon the whole, sir, I really do not think that
they ought, or can do with less than forty dollars per month,
and rations at least for their horses. On more moderate
terms, I am persuaded, you cannot procure men equal to
the task. As the corps is distinct and not numerous, this
necessary addition of pay will be an expense beneath the
consideration of the Congress.

Colonel Richard Henry Lee informs me that it was not
the intention of the Congress that Captain Innis's com-
pany should be reduced to make way for Arundel's, but
that they should both be established. I think, sir, it would
be a useless expense. Captain Innis, wbo must, I am sure,
be an excellent officer in any other department, professed
himself ignorant in this branch. His officers were equally
ignorant. Arundel has got possession of the company, and
by his activity and knowledge wiJI, I am persuaded, make
them fit for service; indeed, to establish an artiIJery com-
pany, Captain, subalterns, and non-commissioned officers,
being entire1y composed of novices, can answer no end or pur-
pose. It is my opinion, therefore, sir, that, instead of these
two companies proposed, the addition of thirty or forty men
to Captain Arundel's, and two subaltern officers, will not
only be better, but that it promises more advantage to the
service. Now I am on the subject of Captain Arundel, I
beg leave to remind the Congress of what I mentioned with
respect to his expenses on the road. There is one circum-
stance, of which, sir, I could wish to be ascertained: Is
the expense of the defence of these rivers, (that is, the con-
struction of row-galJeys, floating batteries, tenders, &c.,) to
be brought to the account of the Continent, or of the
Province? I wish to be ascertained on this head, because
if it is at the expense of the latter, I shaH regularly pro-
pose to the Convention, or Committee of Safety, every
scheme which may be attended with expense, before it is
entered upon.

If the Quartermaster-General, or his Deputies, when they
despatch any teams from Philadelphia with powder, or other
necessaries, were to purchase the horses throughout, for the
Continental use, instead of hiring them, the saving wou]d be
considerable-for in this country the hire is intolerab]y dear;
so great, indeed, that I have ventured to order a number of
teams to be purchased.

I have just received a vague return of the forces of North-
Carolina, of their powder and cannon. It does not appear
that they have of effective regulars, properly armed, more
than two thousand; of powder, more than two ton and a
half; and as to cannon they are almost totaHy destitute. As
the enemy's advance guard, if I may so express myself, is
actuaHy arrived, I must, I cannot avoid detaching the strong-
est battalion we have to their a$sistance; but I own I trem-
bleat the same time at the thoughts of stripping this Pro-
vince of any part of its inadequate force. 1 am puzzled
how to direct my motions, from the uncertainty of the ene-
my's plan; but not dispirited, as I am confident that the
Congress wiIJ afford me every relief in their power, and am

not in the least diffident of the courage and zeal of the men
and officers. . .

I am, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient,
humble servant, C S LEEHARLE ~.

To the Honourable John Flancock, President of the Conti-
nental Congress.
P. S. I have as yet heard nothing of Mr. Stabler, the

Engineer. I ought, in fact, to have at least half a dozen, for
we have a variety of posts to throw up, and there is not
a man or officer in the Army that knows the difference
between a chevaux-de-frise and a cabbage garden. I wish
the Congress would indulge me with Mr. Smith, whom
I know to be an able and active man. J}1assenbaughis a
treasure. A little hurt in my hand obliges me to write by
the pen of my Secretary.

General Lee presents his compliments; sends an extract
of a letter just received from Major Hendricks, of Hampton,
as it may be of consequence; dated 6th ltJay, 1176:

"A few days ago the Liverpool frigate, with two merchant
brigs, set sail (as I have since learned) for Delawa1"e River,
in order to give the Roebuck their assistance in getting her
off some flats, where she is grounded, in nine feet water,
somewhere about the mouth of the Brandywine. This is
told us by a Captain Ryson, who is now on shore on his
parole. I must confess I do not much like these people coming
on their parole so often, as I make no doubt but many of
them are as fond of carrying intelligence as bringing any.
Three or four days ago the sloop Nautilus, of eight~n
guns, came up, and now lies in the road, in the Liverpool's
station-a glorious opportunity for our fleet if they were
now here."

Williamsburgh, May 6, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I find that I am extremely censured not
only by your Board, but by a multitude of others, for my
letter to Mr. Purviance, with respect to the seizure of Mr.
Eden's person and papers; but I reaUy think, when the cir-
cumstances are explained, the censure wiU appear unjust,
and that I was neither violent, assuming, nor precipitate.
When the Secretary of State's letter to your Governour was
put into my hands, I naturalJy concluded that, could we
possess ourselves of aH Mr. Eden's papers, the whole machi-
nations of the .l\Iinistry might be discovered; that this dis-
covery might enable us to prevent their effects, and perhaps
defeat the \",hole plan. The possession of these papers
could not be hoped for without previous]y securing his per-
son; and to accomplish this, the utmost seerecy and expedi-
tion were necessary. Now, sir, as I imagined you had no
troops at Annapolis to execute the purpose, (but in this I
find I was mistaken,) and as I knew there were troops in
readiness at Baltimore, and as there was no Continental
General or .other officer in ltfarykmd, Mr. Purviance, Chair-
man of the Committee on the spot where I had conceived
troops alone to be stationed, occurred to me as the only per-
son to whom I could, with propriety and eftect, make ap-
plication. Had I known, sir, that a regiment, or any troops,
were stationed at Annapolis, I should undoubted])', sir, have
addressed myself to you as President of the Counci] of
Safety.

It is said, sir, that Maryland was out of the district of my
command; that, consequently, to intrude myself into the bu-
siness and concerns of that Province, was assuming and
anogant. I realJy conceive, sir, that when the safety, or
very being of the who]e community appears at stake, the
part I have acted in this affair cannot with justice be esteem-
ed arrogance. I did not presume authoritatively to order;
but as one servant of the publick, earnestly to entreat and
conjure another servant, who alone appeared to me to have
the means in his hands, to take a certain step of the last im-
portance to the publick cause. I must repeat, sir, that my
reason for addressing myself to Mr. Purviance, at Baltimore,
proceeded entirely from my ignorance of there being any
troops at Annapolis, and not (as I have been'told has been
thrown out) from any diffidence in your virtue and decision.
I suppose the Committee of Safety here viewed it in the
same light; for I read my letter to them, and it was appro-
ved of. In times like these, sir, I conceive that, when we
have received sufficient evidences of any treasonable prac-
tices being carried on, and that when it appears to us that

.
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the immediate seizure of a particular traitor's person may
lead to discoveries on which the salvation of the State may
depend; that when the utmost secrecy and expedition are
necessary to the seizure of his person, it is the duty of a
good citizen not to delay a single instant, if a single instant's
delay may prevent the execution. This was the manner I
thought it my duty to proceed in, in the case of Mr. Worm-
ley, on the discovery of his correspondence with the enemy:
I gave orders for the security of his person and papers, and
then referred the affair to the proper tribunal-the Commit-
tee of Safety. The measure was so far from giving umbrage
or creating jealousy, that it met with their unanimous ap-
probation. If this method is proscribed, at a juncture like
the present, the great check on dangerous correspondence
and conspiracies will be taken off. If Councils are to be
held previously to the seizure of any traitor's person or
papers, notwithstanding the strongest evidences again him,
I am much mistaken if every traitor does not slip through
your hands. I must now, sir, conclude, with assuring you,
and the respectable body over which you preside, that if
they suppose me capable of aiming'or wishing to extend the
military authority, or trespass on the civil, they do me the
most cruel injustice. Although I was bred in the Army, I
thank God the spirit and principles of the citizen were ever
predominant; and I solemnly declare that if I thought it pos-
sible I should ever be so far intoxicated by military com-
mand as to harbour a wish injurious to the civil supremacy
in all things, I would now, whilst I retain my senses, beg
leave to divest myself of my present office, and serve as a
volunteer in the glorious cause in which I have embarked
my person, fortune, and reputation. What I did in this
affair I did in the character of a common, zealous member
of the community, not of an officer. 'What appeared irre-
gular or offensive in the mode, I hope I have eXplained to
your satisfaction; and I intreat that it may be entirely attri-
buted to a mistake, for which I am heartily concerned, as it
has prejudiced me in the opinions of men whose esteem I
am most ~mbitious of obtaining.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient humble servant,
CHARLES LEE.

To Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esq., President of the
Council of Safety of Maryland. .

JOSEPH TURNER TO :lIIARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

Charles County, May 7, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The three hundred pounds, received by
Lieutenant Adams, being nearly expended in providing ne-
cessaries for Gaptain Rezin Beall's Company, now in Port-
Tobacco, and the Committee for this County not meeting
till thi.s day' week, I take the opportunity, by Lieutenant
John Halkerston, to draw on you for one hundred and fifty
pounds, currency, for the purpose of paying for further pro-
visions for said company, the Commissary not having as
yet prepared for their support, and no certainty as to what
time he will be in readiness for that purpose. On Saturday
next, one week's board for the soldiers will be due, which
amounts to upwards of fifty pounds, and I have only twenty-
six pounds and some odd shillings this day in hand, of the
former sum; out of which there is rent likewise due for a
house hired as a barrack for said men; for which reasons I
hope your Honours will not fail sending the sum now wrote
fu~

.

I am doubtful that any considerable number of blankets
Cannot be got in this County, (hitherto only eight blankets
have been collected, and those delivered to Captain Beall,
for the use of his men, who are still in want of more,) not-
withstanding proper persons have been appointed by the
Committee in every district of the County for the purpose
of collecting them.

I am, sirs, your most humble servant,
JOSEPH TURNER, Treasurer for Charles County.

To the Honourable Council of Safety of ]);[aryland.

BALTIMORE COM1ifITTEE TO MARYLAND COUNCIl, OF SAFETY.

In Committee, Baltimore Town, May 7, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:The enclosed paper contains the opinions
and sentiments of a ~ertain Alexander Magee, an inhabi-
tant of this County, which appear to this Committee to be
dangerous and inimical to tllO cause in which Amema is

now embarked. On examining the man, lIe avowed some
of them, and equivocated as to others; and as he appears to
have some influence among the common people, the Com-
mittee thought it their duty to order him into custody, and
to be kept safe till your further directions can be obtained.
If you choose that he should be sent down to you, please
to direct in what manner, and by whom to be guarded dOWlI,
and at whose expense, as the commanding officer here ap-
prehends he has no authority to aet in the matter, furtht~r
than to guard him till your answer can be received.

W I' are, gentlemen, your most humble servants,
ANDREW BUCHANAN, V. C.
THOMAS HARRISON,
JAMES CALHOUN,
WILLIAM AISQUITIJ,

JOHN :MERRYMAN, JUN.
JOHN COCKEY,

JOHN BOYD.

To the Honourable Council of Safety of Maryland.

Sentiments, Opinions, and Assertions, of ALEXAJ'U)ER"MA-
GEE, abstracted from a short conversation on MONDAY,
the ;l9th of ApRIL, 1776: Present, Doctor W II,LIA~I
LYQN, Mr. ROBERT LYON, and myself, viz:

That enrolling and musteri,ng was taking up arms against
the King; that it was flying in the face of, and destroying
the Constitution; that it was perjury to such as had taken
the oath of allegiance; that the King and Parliament bad
a right to reclaim the American Charters as forfeited; that
the American opposition to Great Britain is not calculated
or designed for the defence of American liberty or property,
but for the purpose of enslaving the poor people thereof;
that the Americans were wrong in disputing the matter with
Great Britain, so far as an appeal to arms, for which they
had neither officers, men, I)or discipline; that it was owing
to the liberality and forbearance of Great Britain she had
not convinced u~ of our error ere now, two years being
hardly sufficient to rouse her to a war with France or Spain,
I1lUch less with her own subjects; but that after the great
slaughter we should suffer the ensuing campaign, those who
survived would think better of it; that he (]);Iagee) would
join the King's troops if he had an opportunity; that signing
a paper did not alter the heart, and he knew there were
thousands among us who had enrolled that were still of his
way of thinking; that he would never pay any fine as a
non-enroller, and would shoot any person who should attempt
to execute his effects for that purpose.

Test: WILLIAM BUCHANAN.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO BAI.TIMORE COMMITTEE.
[No. 147.] Annapolis, May 7,1776.

GENTLEMEN: The quantum of salvage on Mr.lIudson's
ship depends, in Congress, on the length of time she was in
possession of the tenders in Patapsco River; and we request,
(as it will occasion a great deal of trouble and expense to
bring witnesses for the purpose before our Board,) that you
will immediately take, and transmit to us, the affidavits of
such persons as are best acquainted with the time of the
capture and recapture, that we may communicate them to
our Deputies.

Weare, &c.

To the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County.

PEKNSYLVANIA COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

In Committee of Safety, Philadelphia, May 2, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, Thomas Wharton, Jun.,
Owen Biddle, Samuel Miles, George Clymer, James Mease,
John Cadwallader, Samuel Howell, Daniel Roberdeau, Jo-
seph Parker, George Ross, Robert White, Jam<!sBiddle.

Upon application of Colonel Samuel.Miles, for a sum
of Money for the use of .Matthias Slough, who is appoint-
,I'd by the A$sembly to provide necessaries for the Troops
raising in the pay of this Province, and for a sum of Money
for himself, for the use of the said Troops; by order of the
Board two Orders were drawn on Michael Hillegas, Esq.,
one for two thousand Pounds, in favour of Colonel Miles,
for the use of said Slough, and one other for one thousand
Pounds, in favour of said Miles, for use aforesaid.
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Upon application of Samuel Smith, for the payment of
five Fire-Locks purchased by him in Bucks County, by
order of the Board an Order was drawn on John Nixon,
Esq., and others, the Committee of Accounts, for thirteen
Pounds fifteen Shillings; which is directed to be charged to
account of Arms purchased for Congress.

By order, of the Board Robert Towers, Commissary, was
directed to deliver Colonel Samuel Miles what Provincial
Rifles he may have, taking receipts for the same.

Resolved, That Colonel Nixon and Captain White be a
Committee to direct the fitting out, to cruise in the Cape-
~[ay Channel for the protection of the trade of this Province,
four of the Guard-Boats now built, and under the command
of Captains Lawrence, Gamble, Greenway, and 11ans.

Resolved, That this Committee in future meet every
Tuesday, Wednesday, ThU/;sday, and Friday, precisely ht
nine, and sit till two o'clock, each day; and if any Letters or
business of consequence should be delivered, or come to the
knowledge of the Secretary, on any other day, that he im-
mediately acquaint a Member of the Board therewith, that
the other Members may be called together if thought ne-
cessary.

In Committee of 8afety, May 3, 1776.

Present: John Nixon, Chairman, Alexander Tt'ilcocks,
Samuel 110well, Thomas Wharton, Jun., James Biddle,
Owen Biddle, George Clymer, Daniel Roberdeau.

Resolved, That the Pilot, to be employed on board the
Provincial Ship, be allowed sixteen Dollars per month, and
two rations of Provisions per day.

Robert Towers reports his having delivered, the 26th of
February last, to Captain Loxley, the following articles for
the use of his Company of ArtiJlery Associators :

2 Brass twelve-pound Cannon, with travelling Carriages,
Rammel's, Sponges, Wadhooks, "Ladles, Tillers, and Budge-
Ban'els; 12 pounds of Ship 1\'latch; 2 twelve-pound Lin-
stocks; 2 twelve-pound Port-Fire Stocks and Hooks; 2
twelve-pound Tompions, Straps, Drag-Rope, and Pins; 90
twelve-pound Round Shot, fixed with wood-bottoms and
Flannel Cartridges, filled; 150 twelve-pound Tin Canisters
of Grape-Shot and Flannel Cartridges-these are made up
ready to be delivered; 2 twelve-pound Tin Tube-Boxes;
250 twelve-pound Tin Tubes, part fiJled; 1 Gunner's Quad-
rant; 1 Ammunition Cart; 8 .Powder-Horns ; 2 dozen
Port-Fires; 2 Lanterns.

Reports his having received from Congress, the 28th of
March, sundry casks of Powder, weighing 12,0562- pounds,
and 250 stand of Dutch Arms.

Reports his having received into store, per his Return
of 3d April, from John Lowrey, 36 lbs. of Lead; John
Pinchbeck, 8 Fire-locks; Provincial Works, 93 lbs. of Salt-
petre; James Clyhe, 8lbs. of Saltpetre; Robert Evans, 7 lbs.
of Saltpetre; JamesEdge, 12-lbs.of Saltpetre; John Cut-
ting, 6 ounces of Saltpetre; John Zane, 2. O.O.Brimstone;
Captain Morgan's InffU1tryCompany, 477 Cartridges.

That he has delivered to Captain 1f'hite 5 pieces of Sail-
Cloth; to JamesClyhe,2 Ibs. of Powder, to pay for Salt-
petre; to Daniel Toppam, 2Ibs.. of Powder, to pay for Salt-
petre; to Captain morgan's Light Infantry, 1,634 Cartridges
and 500 Flints; to Robert Evans, Ii Ius. of Powder, to pay
for Saltpetre; to Matthew Strong, for his Look-out Boat, 5
Fire-locks,48 Cartridges,15 Flints, and 8 Swivel-Balls.

Reports his having purchased and received from different
persons,as per,his Return of the 21st of April, the follow-
ing Fire-locks,with a Return of the number of Arms in
store: 55 Fire-locks, purchased by Robert Towers, and
repaired; 7 Fire-locks from Edward Pole; 4 Fire-locks
from TJ1illiamRush; 9 Fire-locks from Captain~Eni01tWil-
liams; 15 Fire-locks from Captain John Williams; 44 Fire-
locks from Colonel St. Clair; 19 Fire-locks from WUcox
De Haven; 10 Fire-locks from Henry Wynkoop; 4 Fire-
locks from CalebDavis; 70 Barrels from Colonel St. Clair;
136 new, 142 Dutch, 12 new, from Wills Sf Towne; 17
new, fromLewis Prahl-462 Fire-locksin the whole,and
70 Barrels in store on the 21st of April.

In Committee of Safety, Monday, May 6, 1776.

Present: Robert Morris, Vice-President, Owen Biddle,
Robert White, Alexander Tt'ilcocks,ThQm{l,~Wharton, Jun.,

James Biddle, George Clymer, John 1>lixon,Da.niel Rober-
deau.

Upon application of Captain Rice for a sum of Money
for the payment of the Men employed for sinking tbe Che-
vaux-de-Frise, by order of the Board an Order was drawn
in his favour, on John Nixon and others, the Committee of
Accounts, for one hundred and fifty Pounds, for said purpose.

Orders were this day sent to the Commanding Officer of
the Fleet and Artillery Company at Fort-Island, to call every
boat and soldier to their stations, and each to prepare for
immediate action, and to suffer no officer or man to leave
tbeir station without the license of this Board or the COIl1-
man ding Officer.

Resolved, That Colonel Nixon and Captain 'White be
desired immediately to go to Fort-Island, and give every
n~cessary advice to assist the Officersin carrying the above
orders into execution.

The officers and men of the Armed Boats now in town,
except Captain Bois's, were this day directed to go imme-
diately to their stations at Fort-Island.

The Vice-President having occasion to leave the Board,
Mr. Clymer was appointed Chairman.

By order of the Board Captain Hazlewood was directed
to send down the Fire-Vessel, and two chains of the Fire-
Rafts, and to dispose of them in the most convenient situa-
tions near Fort-Island.

Upon the application of the Commissiont'1rs of Lancaster
County, for a sl}m of Money for the payment of Fire-locks,
&c., making in that County for the use of this Province, by
order of the Board an Order was drawn on ~lichaelllille-
gas, Esq., in favour of William Ttebb, for the use of the
Commissioners and Assessors of said County, for one thou-
sand Pounds, for the use aforesaid.

In Committee of Safety, May 7, 1776.

Present: Robert :1I10rris,Vice-President, Joseph Reed,
James ~[ease, George Clymer, James Biddle, Samuelllliles,
Samuel.Morris, Jun., Daniel Roberdeau, Thomas Tf'harton,
Jun., Owen Biddle, John Cadwallader, David Rittenhouse.

An express having arrived last night from Port-Penn,
informing that two ships-of-war, a topsail schooner, and
three smaJler vessels, supposed to be tenders, were in sight
of Port-Penn, at half past e1even o'clock, on ~Monday last;
the Board, in consequence thereof, gave orders to Captain
Reed to order down the thirteen armed boats, under the
command of the senior officer, with directions to proceed
down the river; when they must concert the best method
to attack, take, sink, destroy, or drive off said vessels, if
possible, but to be careful in exposing any of the boats to
capture or destruction; and to send down the fire-sloop
commanded by Captain Gamble, with one other officer, and
four or six men, with some bedding and other necessaries;
also, a six or four-oared boat; and to acquaint the officers
and men in the fire-sloop that, for their encouragement in
performing any effectual service, this Board will reward them
handsomely. At the same time the Commissary was direct-
ed to send down a snfficient quantity of provisions for the
supply of the people in this expedition. And, upon appli-
cation of the Board to the Secret Committee of Congress,
an order was procured directing Captain 'Wickesto supply
the boats with as many volunteers as may offer; which order
was sent to Captain Reed.

.

The Vice-President leaving the Board, Mr. Clymer was
appointed, Chairman.

By order 01' th~ Board Robert Towers was directed to
deliver to Colonel Samuel ~Hles, for the use of the Provin-
cial Troops under his command, one thousand pounds of
Gunpowder, and two thousand pounds of Lead, or asgreat
a part thereof as is in store, and to put up twenty rounds
of Powder and Ball for two Guard-Boats.

Resolved, That the Committee heretofore appointed to
procure Pikes, do order to be made immediately an addi-
tional number of one thousand Pikes and two hundred
Pitching-Axes, for the use of this Province.

Resolved, That all Recruiting Officers who may bappen
to inlist Apprentices, or Indented Servants, not knowincr
them to be such,shall be entitled to receive the reasonabl~
expenses attending their inlis.tments.

.
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Resolved, That the following Recommendation be made
publick at the Coffee-House of this City:

In Committee of Safety, May 7, 1776.

There being a very pressing necessity for a large quan-
tity of Lead for the publiek use, in the defence now formed
for the security of the liberties of this country, it is most
earnestly recommended tt) all the inhabitants of this City and
Liberties of Philadelphia, to send in to Robert Towers, Com-
missal)', for this purpose, all such Lead as they may have
in use in their families, and about their houses-such as
draft-weights, window-weights, and clock-weights; and it
is hoped that this requisition will be cheerfilily complied
with, when every indi,.idual considers that he thereby does
essential service to his country; and that iron weights may
be procured to supply his convenience. The liberal price
of six pence per pound will be allowed.

Quarter after five o'clock, P. M., May 7, 1776.

At a special meeting of the Committee of Safety,
Present: Robert ~Iorris, Vice-President, John Nixon,

Thomas Wharton, Jun., Samuel Howell, James Biddle,
George Gray, Andrew Allen, Daniel Roberdean, David
Rittenhouse, Samuel Morris, Jun., Owen Biddle, Joseph
Parker.

Upon information of Captain Richard Peters, that Cap-
tain Proctor has inlisted a certain John Malcom, a Lock-
maker employed in the Manuf.'lctory of this City, by order
of the Board Captain Proctor was directed to send up the
said ~lalcom to Captain Peters, to be employed in the said
ManufilCtory.

Resolved, That Captain &bert Hardie be, and he is
hereby, appointed Captain of oue tier of Fire-Rafts; and
that his Commission be dated 27th of March last.

By order of the Board an Order was drawn on lUichael
Hillegas, Esq., in favour of John Diesler, Peter Brecht, and
John Reithmeyer, for one hundred and eight Pounds fift~en
Shillings, the amount of one hundred and fifty Cartridge-
Boxes, Belts, &e., made in Berks County, for the use of this
Province, as certified by the Commissioners of said County;
which Order was this day delivered Captain Hausman.

By order of the Board Robert Towers, Commissary, was
directed to deliver to Colonel ~latlack, for two hundred
Riflemen, twenty-three rounds of Powder, and a proportion-
ate quantity of Lead; and to deliver for the use of Captain
De Lancey's Company fifteen Cartridge-Boxes and Bayo-
net-Belts.

Resolved, That the several Battalions of Associators be
requested to parade on the Common this afternoon, to ex-
amine their Arms and Accoutreme11ts, and see that every-
thin". is in good order for action, if this Committee should
finci"'occasion to call them thereto. (Directed to the Com-
manding Officers of the several Battalions of Associators.)

By order of the Board Robert Towers, Commissary, was
directed to send down to Chester, for the use of the Provin-
cial Troops upder the command of Colonel j}liles, sixty
Fire-locks.

Resolved, That Jacob Hiltsimer, who takes the above
Fire-locks down to Chester, be furnished with a Guard.

That Captain Lloyd, or the Commanding Officer of the
Provincial Troops, furnish six Men for the above Guard.

PRESIDENT OF CO:"GRESS TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Philadclphia, May 7, 1776.

SIR: Since I wrote you by Mr. Palfrey, on the 30th of
last month, I have not been honoured with any commands
from Congress relative to your letters, except the enclosed
resolve,* which I am ordered to forward to you.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and very
humble servant, JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To General Washington, at New- York.
. b CONGRE6~, May 6, 1776.- Wherp.as, General Washington has rc-

quested directions concerning the conduct that should be observed towards
Commissioners said to be coming from Great Bl'itain to .Jlmerica,

ResDlved, That General Wa8Mngton be informed that Congress sup-
po~e, if Commissioners are intended to be sent from G,-eat B,itain to
treat of peace, that the practice usual in such cases will be observed,by
making previous application for the necessary passports or safe conduct;
and on such application being made, Congress wilt direct the proper mea-
.ures for the reception of such Commissioners.

PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS TO MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL.

Philadelphia, May 7, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Since I had the honour of writing on the
30th of April, upon the subject of collecting specie for the
support of our Army in Canada, I have nothing further in
charge from Congress, at this time, but to transmit you the
enclosed resolve;* and have the honour to be, gentlemen,
your most obedient and very humble servant,

JOHN HANCOCK,President.

To the Honourable Council of Massachusetts-Bay.

JAMIjS DUANE TO THE ASSEMBLY OF MASSACHUSETTS.
Treasury Office, Philadelphia, May 7, 1776.

HONOLRABLEGENTL1DrEN: The Congress having, on the
17th of February last, appointed a Standing Committee for
superintending the Treasury, and, on the 1st April, among
other things, resolved, that all Assemblies, Conventions,
CounciJs, and Committees of Safety, Commissaries, Pay-
masters, and others entrusted with publick moneys, shouJd,
within a reasonable time after being called upon for that
purpose by the Committee of the Treasury, produce their
accounts at the Treasury Office, in order to their being set-
tled and adjusted, we are, in pursuance of the said regu-
lations, to fC<]uest your honom;able body will be pleased to
give orders that an account be rendered of the expenditure
of the Continental moneys which, by the acts of Congress,
have passed through your hands into the Office, with the
proper vouchers, that the same may be settled and adjusted
here, and reported, for the final aIJowance of Congress.

I have the honour to be, in the names of the Superinten-
dents of the Treasury, honourable gentle\Den, your most
obedient humble servant,

JAMES DUANE, JUN., Chairman.

To the Honourable James Warren, Esq.

GENERAL WASHINGTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 10, 1776, and referre'd to the Com.mitlee on the state of the
Eastern Colonies.)

New-York, May 7, 1776.

SIR: At a quarter after seven this evening, I received, by
express, a letter from Tlwmas Cushing, Esquire, Chairman
of a Committee of the honourable General Court, covering
one to them from the Committee of Salem; copies of which
I do myself the honour to lay before Congress, that they
may judge of the intelligence contained therein, and direct
such measures to be taken upon the occasion as they may
think proper and necessary. I.would observe, that supposing
Captain Lee's account to be true in part, I think there must
be a mistake either in the number of troops or the transport
ships. If thGre are no more ships than what are mentioned,
it is certain there cannot be so many troops; of this, how-
ever, Congress can judge as well as myself; and I submit it
to them whether, upon the whole of the circumstances, and
the uncertainty of their destination, if they were seen at all,
they choose that any forces shall be detached from hence;
as they will see from the returns transmitted yesterday that
the number of men now here is but small and inconsider-
able; and, what is to be regretted, no small part of tbose
without arms. Perhaps by dividing and subdividing our
force too much, we shall have no one post sufficiently
guarded. I shall wait their direction, and whatever thetr
order is, shall comply with it as soon as Pl)ssible.

I have tbe honour to be, with much respect, sir, your most
humble servant, G WEORGE ASHINGTGN.

To the Honourable John Han<:ock.

P. S. I have, by the express, a letter from General
1'Vard, containing a similar account to that fi'om the Salem
Committee, and by way of Captain Lee.

Should the Commissioners arrive which are mentioned,
how are they to be received and treated? I wish the
direction of Congress upon tbe subject by return of the
bearer..h CONGRESS, ~Way 4, 17,/'6.-Resolved, That the Cannon and othCT
stores in Boston, which were originally purchased and provided by an"
at the expense of the Colonies of M<lssachusetts-Bay and .ll/ew-HlImp-
sh,,'e, be considered as belonging to the Colony that so purchased an!l
provided them; and that all the other Cannon left in the Colony of .ltfas-
Bac1l1lsetts-Bay by the Bl'itish forces be presented to the said Colony.



1229 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., MAY, 1776. 1230

GENERA]:. WASIHNGTON TO COLONEL M"DOUGALL.

New-York, May 7,1776.

SIR: I received your favour upon the subject of rations;
and, agreeably to your request, have enclosed a list of rations
allowed the officers of the regiments before Boston. Those
in service the 1st of July have been allowed from that time;
others appointed to office since, fi'om the dates of their com-
mISSIons.

Having never given any direction about the officers alluded
to, or any others, except those that were immediately under
my command, I would obsen"e that I do not mE'an to do it
in this instance, as they were acting in a distinet and dif-
ferent district.

I am, sir, yours, &c., GEORGE WASHINGTON.

To Colonel A. McDougall, First New- York.

WHITEHEAD HICKS TO JOHN McKESSON.

Tuesday, 2 o'clock, May 7, 1776.

SIR: I wrote you last week relative to an order of the
Congress about the persons who had moved out of town,
which, as I was exempted from military duty, I conceived
did not apply to me, and desired you would get that ex-
plained; but I have not received any answer from you. As
I am now in town, and shall go out this evening, should be
glad to hear fi'Om you.

I am, sir, your humble servant,
WHITEHEAD HICKS.

To John .McKesson, Esq.

ALEXANDER MONCRIEFF TO NEW-YORK COKGRESS.

N ew- York, May 7, 1776.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Provincial Congress, or Com-
mittee of Safety:

This I am to acquaint you, that I am under the necessity
of resigning the office of being your Jail-keeper, which this
honourable Board conferred upon me the 24th April, 1776.
While I do return my sincere thanks to the honourable
Board for the preferment, be pleased to give me an audi-
ence before this honourable Convention, and I will give my
candid reason for my desire of resigning.

I am, with sincerity, your most obedient servant,
ALEXANDER MONCRIEFF.

JOHN McKESSON TO ABSENT MEMBERS.

New-York, May 7,1776,2 o'clock.

GENTLEMEN: The Congress has now waited two days
for the attendance of the Members of your County to make
a House and proceed to business. All the other Counties
present compillin of you.

When the gentlemen from Westchester were here on Sa-
tui'day, they engaged that a representation of their County
should attend on A'londay. There arc publick clamors from
all quarters for want of money, and a Congress. I have it
in command fi'om the gentlemen present to request the at-
tendance of a quorum fi'om your County; and that if any of
you on whom this express should call cannot set off imme-
diately, and travt'i to the City-Hall without a stop or rest, that,
in that case, you send to some gentleman who will attend.

Some gentlemen say that 1Vestchester ought to pay the
express, and the whole expense of the Members attending
here while they are absent.

I have the honour to be, most respectfully, gentlemen,
YOllr humble servant, J "I K"OHN if C ESSON.

To Lewis Graham, Joseph Drake, Stephen "Vard, Robert
Graham, and Joseph Paulding, Esquires, and the other
Deputies of Westchester County, or any three of them.

JOSEPH BLANCHARD TO NEW-YORE: COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

New-York, May 7. 1776.

Gentlemen of tIle Committee of Safety, now convened in the
City of N EW-YORK:

As J am under an accusation of carrying on a communi-
tation with some of the seamen on board the ships lying
pear Sartdy-Hook, I hope you will indulge me in laying the
matter before you, which I will do according to the best of
my remembrance.

Captain Darby's evidence, which you have minuted, is
very just as to what I said about there being a communication
from persons in this city to the ships. If he said anything
about my sending books on board, that is wrong, for I neither
bought nor sent any, nor anything else except a small me-
morandum blank-book, quarter of a hundred of goose quills,
and one small bottle Turlington's balsam; which I sent Co-
lonel Fanning, by Mr. Nixon. The books were bought of
one Green, by the Colonel's negro, as I learned to-day from
Mrs. Hatch. I never saw them, but heard her say they were
sent. While Mr. Nixon went on board the Dutchess, I often
wrote to Colonel Fanning; IllY Jetters were always deliver-
ed to him open; nor did I ever send one to him sealed since
he Went on board. The last letter I received fi'om him is
dated the 20th April, I think, and enclosed an order I had
sent to receive some money for me from one Pell, who I
thought was on board the Asia. I gave an order to this
Pell to receive of Mr. BarnJar, and bring to me, fifteen
pounds, expecting him back immediately with the money;
but instead of bringing me the money, he went on board
the Asia, as I learned afterward by the man that carried
him. By the last Jetter I received from the Colonel, I had
some small hopes of getting the money, which was the oc-
casion of my sending him the last letter, enclosing the order
as before, and the map he wrote for; which letter contained
nothing but a desire to him to use his utmost to get that
money, and to send up a return of a warrant of survey, exe-
cuted by Mr. Bancleer and myself. I did not think there
was any harm in this small piece of negotiation, as not one
word was written about anything but about the money, the
return of survey, that his deed was ready for him, and that
I hoped he had received the quills, &c.

Not one word of news, or anything about politicks, was
ever hinted either from him to me, or me to him, in any let-
ter that passed between us. As to the Governour, I never
wrote him one word, nor ever received any kind of message
from him of any kind whatsoever. Captain Gibb.y says I could
tell what I was arrested for, though he never mentioned any-
thing of the occasion to me. When he was examining over
my papers, he saw a letter directed to the Governour, which
he spoke something about, and viewed it with more attention
than he had other papers; and my caHing to mind the dis-
course I had with Captain Darby, and that I had sent letters
on board. coneluded it must be that. That I had carried
on a correspondence on board is not denied; but then it will
not foHow that it was criminal, unless it was so in sending
the last letter after the Committee had resolved to the con-
trary. He also mentions that he found in my room General
Sullivan's marching orders. That is true; and at first I did
not recollect much about it, but after a little while I remem-
bered that I picked it up in Lieutenant Fisher's house,
which was much frequented by the Jersey officers. What
led me to look on it particularly, was my seeing General
Sullivan's name to it; and as I knew him when he was a
young man, I looked to it to see the handwriting. I have -

not the least remembrance of putting it into my pocket, nor
do I remember anything about it afterwards, till I saw it on
the table where Mr. Gibbs found it; but this I can positive-
ly declare, that I never did, nor thought of making any kind
of use qf it in any respect, except it was just to look it
over out of curiosity; nor do I conceive what use could be
made of it, that could not have been as well effected with-
out it; for these orders were as publick as anything in town;
nor was the least secrecy observed about them. The husi-
ness wrote about to Lord StirNng, I effected by letter to
Colonel Fanning, so M,~or Rogers said there was no occa-
sion of delivering it. I knew the contents, and went several
times to my Lord's on purpose to deliver him the letter, but
could not see him. As to my using the officers ill that
informed against me, (if I did,) it was occasioned by my
being confined in such a manner; had any of them come to
me for information about conveyance, I would have freely
given them all the information I was possessed of, which, in
short, I had dOlle before, which I thought they would not
have disputed, on the least reflection on the openness which
appeared in me in our former conversation on that head.
.My ill-treatment of them is much exaggerated; neither were
they altogether silent in their retorts.

As to every tittle of what I have written abo\'o, I can
be qualified to the truth, and will if desired. When any
man's trial depends on his own chnfession, the whole
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should be taken, and not anyone part. My political
principles are known by some of this Committee, and
I defy even envy itself to say that I ever said or did any-
thing disapproving of the measures now pursuing by the
Continent to free America from the oppression designed her
by Great Britain; but always thought, and often said, that
the American opposition was just, and I heartily wished it
success. I will cheerfully attend the honourable Committee
whenever they shall see fit, and give any satisfaction to them
in my power concerning these matters; and rest their most
obedient and most humble servant,

JOSEPH BLANCHARD.

To the Honourable Committee of Safety, now sitting in the
City of New- York.

COLONEL NICOLL TO GENERAL WASHINGTON.

Fort Constitution, May 7, 1776.

:MAYIT PLEASE YOUREXCELLENCY; I received your two
letters of April 25th and May 4th, th!:! 5th of this instant.
Your Excellency may rest assured that I shall do everything
in my power to forward the works. It would be of great
service if the Congress would order a few hogsheads of rum
here, so that the fatigue party might have a gill a-piece per
day, as the fatigue is hard. My orders are that every man,
except the sick, lame, those on guard, and those last relieved,
work every day.

There are a number of Tories sent to Fort l'J-Iontgomery
from Dutchess County, by order of the County Convention,
to be put to hard labour till the further order of the Con-
vention. I have ordered the commanding officer there, if
any more of these disaffected people should be sent there,
not to receive them, or send them to Fort Constitution; as I
think it wrong to scnd so many of these people to a garrison
that is so weak. And it remains a doubt with me, as they
are our prisoners, whether we should oblige them to do hard
labour or not. 1 hope your Excellency will be pleased to
give me some directions about them. One of those dis-
affected people told me yesterday that the report about Cap-
tain JUenos's going away was false, and that he lived near
him.

I am your Exce}lency's most obedient, and very humble
servant, ISAACNICOLL, Commanding o.fficer.

To His Excellency George Washington, Esq., Comnmnder-
in-Chief of the Continental Army.

FRANCIS ABI~OTT TO THE NEW-HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE OF
SAFETY.

Charlestown, No.4, Sunday morning, May, 1776.

DEAR SIR: I received by the post Sunday evening your
letter and the five hundred dollars. I have received accounts
of three of the teams being cast away, and all are gone from
this town, and I am going off myself. The post from T~-
conderoga informs me the wagons that went first had aITt-
ved at Otter Creek, and got over all the worst of the way.
I propose to go from Otter Creek to Skenesborough, which
is a trifle farther, but the roads much better, and the re-
mainder must be by water, if possible. As for the tent-poles
all getting into the camp, it is impossible, and I wish I had
burnt them in this town. Pray inform Mr. Harris all the
cannon will be on the road, as I come Lack. Three teams
are just arrived, that could not get more than fifteen miles;
but I hope for a blessing to attend the remainder of this
journey.

I subscribe myself, your humble servant, friend, and well-
wisher, FRANCIS ABBOTT.

To the New-llampshire Committee of Safety.

P. S. Excuse my not being more pithy, and particularly
on news, for I am in haste.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GENERAl, HOWE TO LORD

GEORGE GERMAINE, DATED HALIFAX, JlIAY 7, 1776.

As I did not in my last, of the 25th of April, particularly
acknowledrre the receipt of despatches by the lJ'Iilford fri-
gate, I ha~e now the honour to spC<'ifythe following fi'om
the Earl of Dartmouth, viz: of the 27th of October, 8th of
November; circular of the same date; copies of letters to
Lord William Campbell and Govemour Mqrtin, of the 7tb

of November; duplicates of the 22d, 27th, and 28th of
October, 8th of November, and a triplicate of the 22d of
October.

Your Lordship's despatches were, circular of the 10th of
November, and dup]icate; 18th of November, and duplicate;
copy of instructions to Major-General Clinton, 6th of De-
cember; letter of the 23d of December, and 5th of January.

In your Lordship's despatch of the 5th of January,
mention is made of a (>eparate letter, wherein I may expect
the honour of his Majesty's commands for the operations of
the ensuing campaign, which is not yet received. I hope
my design of removing with the Army from hence to New-
York, as soon as I am enabled by a supply of provisions,
may not meet with the King's disapprobation, although it
should take place before I receive the Jetter in question, for
every instant we remain here must increase our embarrass-
ments. The fogs sitting in upon the coasts may delay the
fleet upon its passage, occasion a separation, and thereby
prevent the Army fi'om acting in full force upon its arrival;
the enemy will be better prepared for our reception, and
the reinforcements from FiUrope may arrive before us. From
these consider'dtions, I shall, at all events, get away from
hence without a moment's unnecessary delay; but I trem-
ble when I think of our present state of provisions, having
now meat for no more than thirteen days in store, with the
possibility of supplies not arriving before the fogs take place;
after which time the ships may be a month upon the coast,
without being able to. get into port. The frost being now
out of the ground, the works for a temporary security to
the dock-yard were begun this day.

By the addition of vessels taken into the service, and of
anivals at this port since leaving Boston, we shall have a
sufficient quantity of tonnage for the removal of the A1WY
fi'om hence, without the inconvenience of the officers and
soldiers being crowded, which was experienced on our way
to this port. The greatest part of the women and children
will be left, and subsisted at the usual allowance, of half
a ration for each woman, and one quarter for a child; in
which a supply of rice (late]y arrived fi'om Georgia) will
be a Plincipal article.

By this opportunity I have sent to the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Treasury an estimate of the forage expected
from the Bay of Fundy; and if we have not a sufficient
quantity of hay for the Seventeenth Dragoons, that regiment
will be left, to follow the Army as soon as it can be procured;
it is now in cantonments, in the neighbourhood of Windsor,
for the convenience of getting hay.

I have also sent to their IJbrdships a return of seamen
engaged in the West-Indies, who are put into transports,
and are a very seasonable assistance. It is at the same time
humbly submitted to their Lordships' consideration, if it
would not be an expedient measure to send out a naval
store-ship, for furnishing the transports with the several
articles of rigging and stores, which they greatly need at
present, particularly pitch and tar; likewise, a victualling
ship for their seamen, who have no other supply than fi'om
the Army stores.

Lieutenant-Governour Oliver, five of the Council of Mas-
sachusetts-Bay, and some of the inhabitants from thence,
go to Britain at this time. The Honourable Peter OHver,
Esquire, Chief Justice of the Superior Court of Judicature,
whose steady zeal and attachment to Government is well
known to Genera] Gage, and to whose counsel and judg-
ment I have been indebted on many occasions, accompanies
Governour Legge, in the Harriet packet; and that your
Lordship may know the number of persons who removed
from Boston, I enclose a list of them, taken .at this place,
as well as a list of those embarking.

The stores destroyed, and left by the different depart-
ments, on the late removal of the Army, will appear from
the enclosed returns. I must own, in the ordnance branch
they have exceeded my expectations; but in that of the
forage, it was inevitable from the want of shipping.

In obedience to your Lordship's commands, for a more
explicit account of the expedition to Falmouth, which was
intrusted to Lieutenant 1Uowat, of the Navy, assisted by a
detachment of marines and artillery, I have re-examined the
officer who commanded this detachment, and find that his
orders from General Gage were, to embark on board several
armed vessels the 6th of October, 1775, and to aid and
assist Lieutenant Mowat in annoying and destroying aU



1233 CORRESPONDENCE, PROCEEDINGS, &c., MAY, 1776. 1234

ships and vessels belonging to the Rebels on the coast and
in the harbours, to the eastward of Boston; that they first
examined the harbour of Cape-Anne, and finding an attack
upon it inexpedient, they proceeded to Falmouth, and laid
the armed vessels before the town, on the evening of their
arrival; after which Lieutenant ~Mowat sent an officer on
shore, with a summons to the inhabitants to deliver up their
arms and ammunition, acquainting them at the same time
that his orders directed him to destroy the town if they did
not comply with his demand, of which they should be
a!lowcd two hours to consider and to remove their women
and children. Shortly after, three persons, deputed by the
inhabitants, came on board, requesting a longer time; and
it was agreed to wait their answer until eight o'clock next
morning; about which hour the same persons returned, and
reported that th~ inhabitants were determined to wait their
fate. Within half an hour a signal was made by Lieutenant
JUowat, the vessels began to cannonade, and several car-
casses were thrown into the town, which set fire to the
houses, and, in a few hours, consumed the greatest part of
them; a detachment was then landed, who completed the
destruction, and re-embarked without loss. The small ves-
sels in the harbour were burnt, sunk, or brought away the
18th of October, and the armament returned to Boston the
5th of November, without attempting anything fllrther.

Your Lordship was informed in my last that Lieutenant-
Colonel Grant had returned from Georgia, where he had
been sent with two transports, and on@hundred and seventy
rank and file, under convoy of the .'Scarborough frigate, to
procure rice for the Army. He found the country in open
rebe!lion, the Governour and many of th!:J King's friends
prisoners at large, others disarmed, and a11 legal authority
subverted; a vessel sunk in the narrow part of their river,
the town of Savannah garrisoned by five hundred men, and
batteries raised in the commanding grounds, to obstruct the
passage of the ships. Every means were used to con-
vince the people that his designs were not hostile, that
everything required should be paid for, and their trade pro-
tected. To this they Were at one time reconciled; but the
violence of the mob'soon overset his intentions. The only
measure left was to secure the ships then in the river, by
surprise; which was effected by the detachment going up
Back River in boats, with two or three small armed ves-
sels, through an intricate channel, and little known, while
the larger armed' H'ssels proceeded up the ordinary passage
by way of feint, engaged their attention, and these met with
every opposition the enemy could make from their cannon,
or with small arms. The plan succeeded: eighteen vessels
of different sizes were rescued, and brought down the back
channel; more ships would have been brought off had the
detachment been stronger. Such were the rage and disap-
pointment of the people on this occasion that they set fire to
the Inverness, a large ship richly laden, with a view of de-
stroying the rest.

Sir James Wright and his family narrowly escaping the
search of a detachment of one hundred and fifty men sent
to seize him, got on board the Scarborough, and is now
here, intending to sail for England by this opportunity.
This detachment, disappointed in their principal aim, fired
upon a Sergeant's party, sent ashore for wood, which the
non-commissioned officer retuffipd, and retired to his boat,
with the loss of one man killed and scalped, one wounded,
and one missing. The Rebels, on the approach of troops
in boats, quitted the spot.

"The quantity of rice obtained by Lieutenant-Colonel
Grant is one thousand and eighty-three tierces, for which
certificates were given to the owners, as the price could
not be ascertained under such circumstances. Sir Jam£s
Wright is the principal proprietor.

.A private trader from Waterfurd arrived this morning,
WIth as much beef and pork as will supply the Armv six
days, which, though a small circumstance, may ndt be
unpleasing for your Lordship to know in the present situa-
tion of things.

amount of which was left blank. Enclosed I send .you an
account of sundry expenses which I paid, which, after de-
ducting what is a110wed for recruiting, and the charge allowed
for a fifer, leaves fourteen pounds nine shillings and eleven
pence due me by the promise of that account, which I hope
you wil! a11ow, as otherwise I shaH be so much loser. The
balance due, exclusive of that, is eighty-four pounds twelve
sbi11ings and ten and a haJf-pence, which I wil! esteem as a
favour if you will send me by return of the bearer, Mr. Wil-
liam Lux. I have 'paid several sums since my last account for
sick soldiers, which I doubt not wi11be al1owed, as it is by
order of your Surgeon. I am getting hunting shirts made
for my company, of home-made linen, which I bought and
paid Mr. Edward Parker for, at three shillings and nine pence
per yard. I have in that consulted with Colonel Ware, who
thinks with me that they will not come much dearer than
osnaburghs, the ]inen being much broader, and one shirt will
be worth two; I therefore hope you wil! aHow it.

I have the honour to be, honourable sirs, your very hum-
ble servant, ETHOMAS. WING.

To the Honourable Council of Safety of Maryland.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY TO CAPTAIN HINDMAN.
[No. 148.) Annapolis,May 8, 1776.

SIR: 'Ve received your letters, and are sorry to hear you
do not approve of the muskets sent you from Chester; they
were taken from Captain Nathaniel Smith's Company of
Matrosses, at Baltimore, but a few days before, and Mr. T.
Smyth says they appeared all to be in good order, except a
few. They had been in constant use for some time, and
are of the best sort belonging to the Province, although not
new. Whatever repairs are wanting for them we desire you
will have done as soon as possible. We would have you
purchase the muskets you mention, at seventy-five shillings
each, and are glad to hear you can get cloth to e10the YOllr
company. We desire it may be made up as soon as it can
be done.

.

The price you are asked for houses at Oxford for bar-
racks is most extravagant; and much higher than, from the
information we have received, ought to be given; and we
request you would endeavour to procure them, or others, at
a lower rate. Camp-kettles are an artie1e that cannot be
procured in this Province; we have procure,d you some
pots, which we conceive, as you are now and may {or some
time, remain at your barracks, wi11wen answer every pur-
pose you have occasion for at present. Platters we shall
have ready for you next week, and wi11send by first oppor-
tunity; and we have enclosed to you two orders on the
Treasurer of the Ea.stern Shore for one hundred and sixty-
six pounds, your subsistence money to the 3d of ltlay, and
two hundred and fifty pounds for the purchase of cloth, and
the purposes you have mentioned; and for which you will
hereafter render us account.

Weare, &c.
To Captain James Hindman.

COLONEL EASTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 9,1776, and referred to Mr. McKe8JI, Mr. Adams, and Mr.
Wythe.]

Philadelphia, May 8, 1776.

HONOURABLESIR: I beg leave to give you the trouble
of this. I have been in jail three weeks, and having no
prospect of being set at liberty, I I)ow humbly apply to
your Honour, having no friends to assist me in this part of
the world. I am sued for fifteen hundred pounds, York cur-
rency, and I owe my creditors about nine hundred pounds
more, York currency. I have due two thousand pounds,
lawful money. My creditors have a landed security of
what I value at three thousand pounds, lawful money. In
several letters they have received from me since I came
to this place, I haveofferedmy land and my outstanding
debts at an honest appraisal; in short, I have done every-
thing in my Power to get a settlement, but have heardTHOMAS EWING TO MARYLAND COUNCIL OF S \FETY,

. " nothing from them. There is no such thing as obliging
Baltimore,May 8,1776. people to pay their debts in the Massachusetts, by the 1'8-

HONO~ABLE SIRS: Whe~ last in Annapolis, I left my solves of the honourable Congress.
account with you for IllspectlOn. There was a charge in I ought to be on my way to Canada: the settlement
the account current for bringing my companyto station, the with the Commissioners appointed by Congress requires it;

FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. v. 78
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a settle)'llent of my regimental accounts of five captains still
in the service at Canada, and getting the stores and vessels
taken hy the regiment appraised, the court of inquiry to be
holden there in regard to Major Brown and myself, and
,many other important matters, all urge it; in short, I am
;in pain to see the event of Quebeck.

I have, with my one hundred and fifty men at the Sorel,
taken more for the Continent, on hoard Prescott's savage
fleet, than three times over to pay all my debts, viz: one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-five barrels of provisions,
including three hundred and sixty-five firkins of hutter, at
sixty shillings per barrel, amounting to five thousand five
hundred and five pounds. The eleven sail of vessels were
of no small advantage to the Continent in transporting
General ~Montgomery' s Army to Quebeck; not to mention
smaller matters, but 110tto forget Ticonderoga. 1\lay not my
honour be taken till I can go to New- York, and try to set-
tle my affairs, and if I cannot do it to return to jail again?
I understand Savage Prescott is gone off on a parole. His
Excellency General Tl1ashington was pleased to observe,
in a letter I laid before the honourable Committee on my
affairs, at the City Tavern, that I had merited from the pub-
lick, though I am accused by General Arnold. I live in the
faith that it is in the power of the honourable Congress to
relie,,-e me, consistent witb their true dignity; and believe
they \viJl at any rate, as I think they cannot be losers by
me.

Honoured sir, please to use (if it is not inconsistent) your
influence to liberate the unhappy man, when it can be of no
advantage to any creditor to keep me here. I humbly beg
your counsel in the matter.

I am, sir, with great esteem, your Honour's most obedient,
humble servant, J EAMES ASTON.

To the Honolll'able John Hancock, Esq.

Philadelphia, May 8. 1776.

Made his escape from the Jail of this city, yesterday, in
the evening, !t certain ])iloses Kirkland, '*'

. called Colonel
Kirkland, belonging to South- Carolina, confined in the said
Jail by order of the honourable Congress, for practices ini-
mical to this country. He is a stout corpulent man, be-
tween fifty arid sixty years of age, about five feet ten inches
high, of a swarthy complexion, fresh coloured, and wears
his own grey hair tied behind. He had on a green coat
faced with blue velvet, a blue velvet waistcoat, and brown

f' c.oPY OF A I.ETTER FRO]\[ ]\[OSES KIRKLAND,

To the Honourable HE~RY LEAR.,~cE, E8q", and lire8edent oj the
Conn8el ~f SaJety at Charle8 Taw/! in South Carolina

May it ple8e your Honour

To permit me Leave To make my ,Excuse to you and the other Gen-
tlemen for my not Corning out of the Tamar manawar to your House
the night that you was so good as to send Mr William Tucker aboard in
your boat with a promis from you and Mr Cannon and Locock That I
should he portected in your House and that my Proposials to the Con-
gress should be conuaid By you Gentle to them which you did not Dout
would Be agreed to: now those proposials ware so good: I Cant Butt
with Shame ness of face make my Excuse for not Excepting of Th''li1:
the Reason wase this which I Hope Mr Tucker acquainted you with it
wrn;e Late In the night when he Came a board Captain Thornsbery and
Ennis Baath ware in the Cabin with me and new of my Goyn upon Deck
and a. I Told Mr Tucker it wase not posable for us to Go of the ::Ship
with out Been fired at alld Brought to and If I went Down and aequallt-
ed them fore: I Humhly Beg the fuivor of you to move to the Counsel
of Safety to Haue me Remove from Hear Before them as I may haue
the pleshor To haue a hearing Before them as I Cant Butt haue hopes
that when thay Com to Be made acquantd 'Vith al my Conduct thay
will have pitty on me and Grant me such Heleafe as thay in tbire Wis-
dom shall se Best I am willing to giue al the Security in my power for
my Good BejJauiour I have Rate to Colonal Thomson and to:\1r Cannon
to Be my Security for my Traviling from hele on my perrole of Honour
to your house at Charlei! town on my Receiveing a surtiJIicate from you
for that porpose I shall send my Little Son to Mr Cannon in the first
uessel that sails which will be in a fue Day Time and you may depend
on my Trauiling through the Cuntry of Being al the Semis to the Cause
I Can as I am now Conuince of the Stranth of America So pray Sir fail
not In Grantting my Portion and I shal Be in Duty Bound to Euer
pray for you:

And am with Dew Respect may it plese your Honnor your Honour
mosst obedient And Verry Humble Ser t,

MosEs KIRKLAND.
17th Jmzury, 1776 at the Gael of phi Ladelphia

CHARLEs-Tow~, .Ww'ch 30, 1776.

The above is a true Copy, taken from the ORIGINAL I.E7'TER written
by .W08e8 Kirkland'8 own hand, and sent to the Honourable Colonel

. Lauren8, and by him laid before the Congress,
Certified by P)I;TER TnroTHY, Secretary to the Cong-ress.

velvet breeches. Had also a brown coat and waistcoat,
and may possibly have taken other clothes with him. It is
said he crossed over Delaware at Cooper's Ferry last night,
and it is supposed will either endea vour to get on board one
of the men-of-war in the river, or at 8andy-Ilook. The
publick arc earnestly desired to cndeavotlf to apprehend this
dangerous enemy to the American cause; and a reward of
one hundred dolJars is hereby offered to any person or per-
sons that sball take and bring bim back to the Jail of tbis
city, and all reasonable charges paid.

N. B. The printers of the several newspapers in the
Colonies arc desired to insE'rt this advertisement.

ADRAHA~I LIVINGSTON TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Rcau May 9, 1776, and referrcll to Mr McKean, Mr. Samuel Auams,
ami Mr. Wythe.) .

New-York, May S, ]776.

SIR: Having been informed that the contract I Inade with
the Provincial Convention of this Colony in behalf of tbe
Continent. is thought by the honourable Continental Con-
gress disadvantageous to the publick, I beg leave to ex-
plain the motives on which I founded my proposals: Having
seen an advertisement in the publick prints, requesting all
those who were willing to contract for victualling the Army
of the United Colonies to be stationed in this Province, to
send their propos;]ls sealed to the Provincial Convention, who
were then sitting; w~at particulady induced me to make
tender was, that I thought few persons in this city would be
concerned in so great an undertaking; and as I had always
an earnest desire to serve my country, and being brought up
to businE'ss, was confident that the Representatives of this
Colony would not be displeased should the contract fall in
my hands. These considerations, with the prospect that the
emolument arising therefrom would be adequate to the trou-
ble and expense that such a contract would naturally create,
induced me to offer propmals, which were esteemed the most
advantageous to the Continent of any delivered, and 6nally I
contracted to victual the Army. But as I am informed the
honourable Continental Congress are of opinion that my con-
tract is very injurious to the publick, and although I ear-
nestly wish to be in tbe sE'rvice of the Continent, having met
with eonsidprable losses, and altogether thrown out of busi-
ness by the present unhappy disputes, yet I esteem it my
duty, and shall always prefer the good of the American causp
to my private interest; I will, therefore, with the utmost
cheerfulness, resign my contract, should the Congress in their
wisdom think it expedipnt.

I have the honour to be your most obedient, humble ser-
vant ,

ABRAHAMLIVINGSTON.

To the PrE'sident of the Honourable Continental Congress.

EVE PROVOOST TO NEW-YORK CONGRESS.

New-York, May 8, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Being informed that my son David Pro-
voost, a passenger on board the brig Amazon, lately taken by
the men-of-war at the Hook, is detained a prisoner on board
the Asia man-of-war, I beg leave to ask the favour of thp
gentlemen of the Committee of Safety to tJse their influ-
ence with his Excellency General rVashington, to permit
some person to go on board the Asia, in order to treat about
my son's releasement; as it is peculiarly hard upon him, who
had nothing to do with the vessel or cargo, to be detainod a
prisoner almost at my own door.

Your kind offices, therefore, to effect, if possible, my son's
discharge, will much oblige, gentlemen, your most humble
servant .,

EVE PROVOOST.

RETUHN OF COLONEL MALCOLM'S REGIMENT, NEW-YORK,
MAY 8, 1776.

TVilliam Malcolm, Colonel; Isaac Stoutenburgh, Lieutenant-
Colonel; James Alner, Major.

Jonathan Blake, Captain; Joseph Cheesman, First Lieute-
nant; Prentice Bowen, Second Lieutenant; James Black,
Ensign-Brown Buffs.

William Dewitt, Captain; George Fisher, First Lieute-
nant; .fohn 1Y1.Foght, Second Lieutenant-Rifle Com-
pany.
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John Laboyreaux, Captain; John Fish, First Lieutenant;
1'VilliamAdams, Second Lieutenant; John Thomson, En-
sirrn-G renadiers.

Rev~ Joseph Treat, Chaplain; John Sanford, Adjutant;
Aaron Gilbert, Quartermaster.

June 6, 1776.-1 have received the above gentlemen's
commissions, being fifteen in number, as also commissions
for Colonel Stolltenbm-gh,and myself.

WILLIAM MALCOLM.

COMMISSIONERS IN CANADA TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

[Read May 18, 1776.]

Montreal, May 8, 1776.

SIR: 'With this you will receive copies of ollr two pre-
cerling letters. We find ourselves obliged to report the
necessity of sending immediately the supply of hard money
therein mentioned. We have tried in vain to borrow some
here for the immediate occasion of the Army, either on the
publick or on our own private credit. We cannot even sell
sterlin" bills of exchange, which some of us have offered to
draw. ° It seems it had been expected and given out by our
friends, that we should bring money with us. The disap-
pointment has discouraged everybody, and established an
opinion that no?e is t? be had, or t~at the Congr~ss has not
credit enough III theIr own Colomes to procure It. Many
of our friends are drained dry; others say they are so, fearing,
perhaps, we shall never be able to reimburse them. They
show us long accounts, no part of which we are able to dis-
charge, of the supplies they have furnished to our Army,
and declare that they have borrowed and taken up on credit
so long for our service, that they can now be trusted no
lonrrer, even for what they want themselves. The Tories
will not trust us a farthing, and some who, perhaps, wish
us well, conceiving that we shall, through our own poverty,
or from superior force, be soon obliged to abandon the coun-
try, are afraid to have any dealings with us, lest they should
hereafter be called to account for abetting our cause. Our
enemies take the advantage of this distress, to make us look
contemptible in the eyes of the Canadians, who have been
provoked by the violences of our military,. in exacting pro-
visions and services from them without pay-a conduct
towards a people who suffered us to enter their country as
friends, that the most urgent necessity can scarce excuse,
since it has contributed much to the changing their good
dispositions towards us into enmity, and makes them wish our
departure; and, accordingly, we have daily intimations of
plots hatchinlT and insurrections intended, for expelling us
on the first n~vs of the arrival of the British Army . You
wiII see fi'om hence that your Commissioners themselves are
in a critical and most irksome situation, pestered hourly
with demands, great and small, that they cannot answer, in
a place where our cause has a majority of enemies, the gar-
rison weak, and a greater would, without money, increase
our difficulties. In short, if money cannot be had to sup-
port your Army here with honour, so as to be respected,
instead of being hated by the people, we report it as our
firm and unanimous opinion, that it is better immediately to
withdraw it. The fact before your eyes, that the powerful
British nation cannot keep an army in a country where the
inhabitants are become enemies, must convince you of the
necessity of enabling us immediately to make this people
our fi'icnds. Exclusive of a sum of money to discharge the
debts already contracted, which General Arnold informs us
amounts to fourteen thousand pounds, besides the account
laid before Congress by Mr. Price, a further sum of hard
money, not less than six thousand pounds, will be neces-
sary to re-establish our credit in this Colony. With this
supply, and a little success, it may be possible to regain
the affections of the people, to attach them firmly to our
cause, and induce them to accept a fi'ee Govemmellt~ per-
haps to enter into the Union; in which case the currency
of our paper tnoney wiIJ, we think, follow as a certain
consequence.

With great respect to yourself, and the Congress, we
have the honour to be, sir, youe most obedient servants,

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN,

SAMUEL CHASE,

CHARLES CARROLL, of Carrollton.

To the Honourable John Hancock.

CHARLES MILLER TO JOSEPH TRL"MBULL.
[Read May 23, 1776, and referred to Mr. Whipple, Mr. Gerry, and

Mr. F. Lee.]
Doston, May 8, 1776.

DEAR SIR: Your favour of the 29th ultimo was duly
received, and observe the contents. It gives me pleasure
to find that my appointment to this office is agreeable to you.
You may depend on my utmost endeavours to serve the
cause I am employed in. There is a considerable quantity
of dama!1ed butter, fat, hard bread, raisins, barrels old pork,
&c., thet:>latter of which article I am now selling from sixty-
six shillings and eight pence to seventy-two shillings per
barrel. In your letter you desired I would have them pro-
perly inspected. I am at a loss to ~now wh~ther yo~ in-
tended there should be persolls appoltlted to Inspect It, or
whether it should be left tome to determine which is good
or bad. I would recommend to have all that is bad sold at
publick vendue, if agreeable to you, as I think they will sell
Jor as much or more that way than at private sale. As to
the liquors, I should be glad to know the cost of them,
which will be a guide to me in the sale. The prize flour
will be baked into hard bread, and it is very likely the ships
will want a considerable quantity, which, I suppose, may be
supplied by an order ii'om Mr. Cushing. I shall acquaint
Major Frazer with what you wrote respecting the essence of
spruce.

There is a great demand here for pork. I suppose I can
sell a considerable quantity at about eighty shillings per
barrel, provided it is agreeable. You will find hy the receipt
given Mr. Avery, that there are considerable quantities of
provisions here more than wiII be wanted for the Army
Jor twe]ve months to come-whether it would not be best
to sell such quantity as will not be wanted. By Mr. Avery's
order, I have supplied this Colony with a considerable quan-
tity of pork, beef, and fish. I should be glad to know
whether I am to continue supplying the same if wanted,
and whether I must get the cash for it, or let it remain
charged to the Colony. We are every day expecting the
Fleet and Army to return here with double £C)fce; if they
should, they will take more provisions than would be agree-
able to me.

This Colony has not as yet done anything worth men-
tioning towards the protecting or this town. Three or four
ships, and about three thousand men, would take it again
with great ease. Yesterday a privateer schooner from l1'lar-
bkhead took (in plain sight from this town) and carried
into Lynn, two large brigs, loaded with beef, wino, and
butter.

I am, sir, your most humble servant,
CHARLES MILLER.

To Josep!" Trumbull, Esq.) Commissary-General, at New-
York.
P. S. There is a quantity of salt at Jamaica Plains, for

which Mr. Blaney sent to me for a receipt; but not knowing
the quantity there was, and having received no order to
brina it into Boston, I desired him to let it remain in the
careoof the person in whose store it was, until I heard from'
you.

JEREMIAH WADSWORTH TO JOHN BROWN.

Boston, May 8, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:In the month of September last, the brig-
antine Polly, Giles Sage master, from Jamaica and His-
paniola, laden with rum, sugar, and cotton, whereof ltlat-
thew Talbott, Esq., of ltliddletown, in Connecticut,and my-
self, were owners, was taken by the Nautilus man-of-war,
brought into this port, and here condemned by a Court of
Admiralty, and sold. I now find that some part of her
cargo, viz: twenty-one bags of cotton, containing two
thousand three hundred and eighty-three pounds, are in the
store of George Erving, Esq., and am informed that you
have taken the same under your care, in behalf of this
Colony, believing it to be the estate of the said George
Erving, Esq., or some other persons inimical to this country.
But I am able to make proof that the said cotton was actu-
ally brought in said brigantine Polly, and was the property
of us, the said Talbott l!f Wadsworth, and we conceive it
still to be our property, not believing that the unjust capture
ma.de of our estates hath in anywise changed the property.
We therefore lay before you our claim, and desire you will

... .
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deliver the cotton to some person by us authorized to re-
ceive it. I should have applied to you, gentlemen, in
person, but as you were not sitting to-day, and I being
obliged to go out of town, desire you will transact the whole
matter with Mr. Benjamin Clarke, whose receipt for the
cotton, or any other matters to us belonging, .shall be as
effectual as if signed by us. I am further to inform you that
Richard Alsop, Esq., late of said "Middletown, was concern-

ed in some part of the cargo of said brigantine, and that I
am empowered by his administratrix, Mrs. ltlary Alsop, to
transact for her, as well as for Matthew Talbott, Esq. As
by said power determined, Mr. Clarke will appear.

I am, g~ntlemen, your most obedient humble servant,
JEREMIAH WADSWORTH.

To John Brown, Esq., Chairman of the Committee in
Boston.

MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIl,.

At a Great and General Comt, or Assembly, of the Co-
lony of Massachusetts-Bay, begun and h:ld at Water!own,
on rVednesday, the 26th day. of July, 17/5, and contmued
by a prorogation and adjournment to TVednesday, the 13th
of March, 1776.

Weilnesday, March 13, 1776.

Present in Council: Honoural)le Thomas Cushing, John Whetcomb.
J eileiliah Foster, Benjamin J,incoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Far-
ley, Joseph Palmer, Jabcz Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin
White, Esquires.

A Letter from Stephen Moylan, Esq., relative to the cap-
ture o( the Vessel Friendship, Captain Holmes. Read, and
committed to Thomas Cushing and Jedediah FO$ter, Es-
quires, with such as the honourable House shall join.

In the Honse of Representatives: Read, and concurred,
and Mr. Ellis, Mr. TVheeler,and Colonel Orne, are joined.

Mr. Sullivan came up with a message from the House to
inform the Board that the House had now a quorum of
Members present, and were ready to proceed to busi-
ness.

In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That. . . .
. . . . . . . be a Committee, 'with such as the honourable
Board shall join, to examine the Accounts of the several
Commissaries appointed to supply the Sea-Coast Forces.

In Council: Read, and concmred, and Charles Chauncy,
. Esq., is joined.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursilay, March 14,1716.

Present in Council: Honourahle William Sever, 'Val tel' Spooner, Tho-
mas Cushing, John Winthrop, John Whetcomb, Jedeiliah Foster,
James Prescott, Charles Chauncy, Michael Fa"dey, Jabez Fisher, John
'ray lor, Moses Gill, Benjamin White, Esquires.

In the House of Representatives: The Committee ap-
pointed to take into consideration the Letter from Mr. Ger-
ry, with another Letter said to come from Philadelphia,
reported, as their opinion, that a Committee be appointed
to transmit the Memorandum and Day-Books, with files of
Letters mentioned in Mr. Gerry's Letter, to our Delegates
in Congress; and also to obtain an account of all the Pow-
der lent by this Colony to the Continental Am1Yj and
repbrt the same to this House.

Read, and accepted, and Deacon Cheever, Mr. Par-

" tn:dge, and Mr. Ellis, are appointed a Committee for the
purpose therein expressed.

In Council: Read, and concurred; consented to by fiC-.
teen of the Council.

In the House of Representatives: OnJered, That Mr.
Sullivan and Colonel Orne, with such as the honourable
Board may join, be a Committee to revise the Act for en-
couraging the fixing out of Armed Vessels, &c., and report
what is proper to be done.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Thomas CllShing,
Esq., is joined.

In the House of Representatives: The House made
choice of the following Field-Officers, viz:

John Goodwin, Second Lieutenant of a Company raised
in the County of York, and stationed at Falmouth, under
the command of Tobias Lord, in the room of Lieutenant
Webber, who declines.

William Lithgow, Captain of the Company raised in the
County of Lincoln, and stationed at said Falmouth, in the
room of Benjamin Patten, who decEnes.

Robert Edgcomb Nason, Second Lieutenant of Captain
Benjamin Hooper's Company, stationed at Palmouth, in
the roOm of Lieutenant Chadbourne, who declines.

George White, First Lieutenant of the same Company,
in the room of the said William Lithgow.

In Council: Read, and concurred.

In the IlollSe of Representatives: Ordered, That the
Account of James Sullivan, Commissary, be committed to
the Committee appointed to consider the Accounts of the
Commissaries of the Sea-Coast Forces.

In Council: Read, and concurred.
Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday, March 15, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable Walter Spooner, John l,vinlhrop,
Thomas C1Jshing, Jolin Whclcomh, .Tedcdiah Foster, James Prescott,
Elilad Taylor, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph I'alnler,
Samuel Holten, Jahez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benj~min
White, Esquires.

Ordered, That the Committee on l\'luster-RolIs, in making
up the same, be direete.i to consider the pay of a Second
Major at seven Pounds per month.

R~solved, That there be P?id Ol~tof the publick Treasur;
of tlus Colony, to Joseph lthscer, m full for the loss of hIs
Gun at the batde of Bunker's Hill, the sum of one Pound
sixteen Shillings.

Whereas Committees were appointed by this Court, in
several Counties in this Colony, to procure subscribers, who
should certify under their hands what sum of hard money
each subscriber would exchange for Continental Bills, but
no Bills have been granted for that purpose:

Therefore Resolved, That there be paid out of the pub-
lick Treasury of this Colony, to each person belonging to
either of the Committees aforesaid, such sum or sums as
shall appear to tbe honourable Council that they severally
may be able to exchange for hard money; and that the said
Committee pay the said hard money to the Treasurer of this
Colony, for the" use of the Canadian expedition, and take
his reeeipt for the same j they severally to be accountable
to this COllrt.

Resolved, That the Committee on the Roll3 be, and they
hereby are, directed to make up the Muster-Roll of Captain
James Perry's Company, in Colonel Paul Dudley Sar-
gent's Regiment, to the 12th of August, for the Non-Com-
missioned Officers and Soldiers borne on said Roll; they
having received no pay from the Continent before that date,
as appears by a Certificate on said Roll from the Colonel.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday, Marcil 16, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourahle William Sever, Walter Spooner, John
Winthrop, Thoma. Cushing, John Whetcomb, .TedeiliahFoster, James
Prescott, Eldail Taylor, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph
Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jahez Fisher, Moses GiH, John Taylor, Ben-
jamin White, Esquires.

In Council: Resoh'ed, That John Tf"intltrop and Tlwmas
Cushing, Esquires, with such as the honourable House shall

join, be a Committee to prepare a Lettcr to the Delegates
of this Colony now at the Congress at Philadelphia, reprc-
senting that as the British Troops, now at Bo,~ton, are about
removing from thence, in consequence of which a conside-
rable part of the Continental Army may be removed from
this Colony to the southward, by which means this Colony
will.be left in almost a defenceless state; and to desire them
to use their influence with the Congress, in case any motion
should be made for the removal of the Army, that they
would leave a sufficient number of forces within the Colony
for its defence.

In the House of Repre$entatives: Read,. and concurred,
and Mr. Cooper, Colonel Orne, and Mr. Sullivan, are
joined.

Petition of James Holm,es, setting forth: That in the
transport-ship called the Friendship, lately cast ashore on
Cape Cod, whereof he was master, he had a considerable
sum of money, (his own private cash,) to the amount of
three hundred and seventy-five danaI's, the whole of which,
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together with a gold watch and his wearing apparel, were
taken from him by the captors of tbe ship; part of the
money has since been expended in bringing the crew of
said ship to Head-Quarters, so that only two hundred and
twenty-five dollars now remain in the captors' hands; by
which means your Petitioner is reduced to the most neces-
sitous circumstances, destitute of a single farthing to subsist
on, in a country where he has neither friends nor connexions,
and where he has no other dependance but on thH charac-
teristick benevolence and hospitality of the Americans. He
recognises with gratitude your Honours' recommendation to
the captors to return his wearing apparel, and Iw humbly
begs tbat you will add to that recommendation a return of
his private moneys, in order that he may be able to support
himself in some degree of reputation, till he shal1 have an
opportunity to return home.

Resolved, That it be recommended to. the Selectmen of
the Town of Truro, that they return to Captain James
Holmes seventy-five Dollars, part of the cash he claims
as his private property on board the Priendship, Jately run
ashore in said town, for said Captain Holmes's necessary
support, till trial of said vessel can be had, or further order
of this Court.

Whereas the Courts of General Sessions of the Peace
and Inferior Court of Common Pleas, for the County of
Worcester, according to the time appointed by law, should
be holden at Worcester, in said County, on the last Tuesday
of March instant: And whereas the Courts of General Ses-
sions for the Peace, for tbe last December term for said Coun-
ty, is a!ljourned to Monday, the 25th instant, March; And
whereas no business of great importance can be transacted
at said Courts, and sundry of the Justices and officers of
said Courts are .members of this Court, which is likely to
continue sitting beyond the time appointed for holding said
Courts; and it is probable that matters of great importance
may require the attendance of all the members of this Court
at that time:

Therefore, Resolved, That said Courts be, and hereby
are, adjourned unto the second Thesday in June next, being
the time at which the Inferior Court of Common Pleas and
Court of General Sessions of the Peace, for said County,
are by law appointed to be holden at Worc~ter aforesaid ;'

and that all pleas, processes, writs, actions, and suits, issued
or to be issued, complaints, precepts, recognisances, and all
other matters and things returnable, and having, and that
should have had day in said Courts, if the same had been
holden the said last Tuesday in ~March, or at the adjourn-
ment of December Court, shall be returnable and have day
in said Courts, on the said second Tuesday in June next,
and shall abide and continue unto that time, and shall then
be proceeded, tried, heard, and determined, to all intents
and purposes as effectually as if said Courts should have
been held on the said last Tuesday of lYlarch, or at the
time to which the Court held in December last was ad-
journed.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to the Selectmen of the Town of Gro-
ton, the Slim of twenty-six Pounds five Shillings and seven
Pence, in filII of their account of Provisions supplied the
Colony.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury, to Thomas 1Vindship, the sum of one Pound four
Shillings, in full [or a Gun lost in the battle of Lexington.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Lieutenant lVathan Wheeler, the
sum of seven Pounds seventeen Shillings and six Pence, in
fiIlI for his services as a subaltern officer in Colonel Doolit-
tIe's Regiment, from the 23d of April last to the 1st day
of hly, li76.

'.Resolved, That there be paid out of the pliblick Trea-
suryof this Colony, to William I)odge and others, the sum
of fifty-seven Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence, in full
for Provisions supplied by them to the Eastward settle-
ments.

.

The Secretary, by order of the major part of the Coun-
cil, went down with the following, Message to the House,
VIZ;

" Gentlemen of the lIouse of Representatives;
"As the manufactur~ of saltpetre in this Colony is, by

vourencouragement, arrived to a good degree of perfection,

and it is probable that what has and may hereafter be done
to encourage the same will soon produce a sutTIciency for
our own use, yet there is another article no less necessary
for the making of gunpowder, viz: sulphur, in the manufac-
turing whereof very little or no progress has yet been made.
It is very certain that there are in this Colony good minerals
for that purpose. The neglect of the people to enter into
tbat branch of business must be owing to the short time in
which a premium is promised to them for the manufacturing
of it, or to some other cause yet unknown.

"The importance of this matter ought to engage the most
serious attention of this Colony. '\Te therefore most ear-
nestly recommend the same to your further consideration;
and that you will take such measures as to you shall appeal'
proper for the obtaining tbat necessary article."

Signed by fifteen of the Council.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Catharine Alexander, the sum of five
Pounds twelve Shillings and four Pence, in fiI11discharge of
her account of losses her late Husband sustained at the
battle of BunkeT's Hill, on the lith of June last.

Resolved, That there be 'paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to John Cumm1:ngs, the sum of three
Pounds seven Shillings and six Pence, in full discharge of
his account for the losses he sustained at the battle of
Charlestown, on the 17th of June last.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publicIe Trea-
sury of tbis Colony, to Amos Dole, the sum of six Pounds
twelve ShiJlings, in full discharge of the account of the losses
he sustained at the battle of Charlestown, on the 17th of
June last.

Reso7ved, That there be paid out of the p,ublick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to the Heirs of Joseph Hzbbart, deceas-
ed, the sum of one Pound four Shillings, in full for the
loss of a Gun at the battle of Charlestown, on the 17th of
JIl1W last.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the pub]ick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Richard Sawtell, Jonas Nagus,
and Jonas 1Fright, the sum of six Pounds twelve Shillings,
in full discharge of their accounts for loss~s sustained at the
battle of Chadestown, on the 17th of June last.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Eliphelet Hastings, the sum of
nineteen ShilJings and six Pence, and to the Selectmen of
Waltham, the sum of seventeen Shillings, in full of their
accounts for losses sustained at the battle of Charlestown.

Resolt.ed, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to the Heirs of Amos "fVheeler deceas-
ed, the sum of three Pounds sixteen Shillings and six Pence,
in full for the losses he sustained at the battle of Charles-
town, on the 17th of June last.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General for this Colony
be directed to procure and deliver to Captain Jeremiah
Obrien, two hundred weight of Gunpowder, for the use of
the Sloop Machias Liberty and the Schooner Diligent, he
being accountable to this CoJony for the same.

Adjourned to ~Monday morning, nine o'clock.

Monday, March 18, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable 'VaIter Spooner, William Sever,
Joseph Palmer, Michael Farley, Jolm Winthrop, John Wheteomb,
.Tedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Charles Chauncy,
Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gil!, Jobn Taylor, Benjamin
White, Esquires.

In the House of Representatives: The House made choice
of the folJowing Officers, viz:

Solomon Gorham, First Lieutenant of the C,?m'pany sta-
tioned at Gloucester, under the command of Captain Daniel
JYarneT, in the room of John Low, who declines serving.

Andrew Woodbury, Second Lieutenant of the same Com-
pany. .

John Chandler, First Lieutenant of a Company in said
Gloucester, under the command of Captain Bmdbllry Saun-
ders, in the room of Isaac Somes, who declines serving.

William Kinsman, Second Lieutenant of said Company,
in the room of said Chandler.

Ebenezer Low, First Lielitenant in Captain Giddin.~'s
Company, in said 1Jloucester, in the room 'of Jabez Lane,
who has joined the Continental Army. .

Jeremiah Foster, Second Lieutenant in the Company
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last mentioned, in the room of ]}1oscs Atkinson, who has
likewise joined the Continental Army.

In Council: Read, and concurred.

Whereas by a former Resolve of this Court, relative to
the rank of Officers on the station at Gloucester, some diffi-
culty has arisen,

Therefore, Resolved, That the Officers in that depart-
ment be ranked in the following manner, viz: Daniel,Jf'ar-
ner, First Captain; Bradbury Saunders, Second Captain;
William Pearson, Third Captain; and Daniel Giddins a
Fourth Captain. .

A Bill for repealing an Act passed by the Great and
General Court at their session in February last, entitled "An
Act for encouraging the fixing out of Armed Vessels to de-
fend the Sea-Coast of America, and for erecting a Court to
try and condemn all Vessels that shall be found infesting the
same," having passed the House of Representatives to be
engrossed:

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
rence to be engrossed.

Mr. Sullivan came up with. a message from the House,
to inform the Board that Mr. Cooper, the Speaker pro tem.,
being absent, they had appointed Mr. Freeman, the Clerk,
to act in that capacity.

Resolved, That such of the Selectmen and Committee
of Correspondence of the Town of Boston, as have con-
tinued there till this time, do lay before this Court, as soon
as may be, a list of the names of all such persons in the
said town as have countenanced, aided, or in any way
assisted our enemies, <;>1'have appeared to act an unfriendly
part to the liberties of America, while the said town was
in possession of the British Troops, that such measures may
be taken with regard to those persons as may be judged
necessary for the security of the Town and Colony; and the
Secretary is directed forthwith to transmit a copy of this
Resolve to John ~collay, Esq., to be communicated.

A(ljourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, March 19, 177(1.

Present in Council: Honourable William Sever, Walter Spooner, John
Winthrop, John Whetcomb, Jeoeoiah Foster, James Prescott, Eldao
Taylor, Charles Chauncy, Benjamin J,ineo!n, Michael Farley, Joseph
Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Ben-
jamin White, Esquires.

Ordered, That Mr. Rateson be of the Committee to
consider the Accounts of the Commissaries for the Sea-
Coast Forces, in the room of Mr. Ellis, absent.

In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That the
Petition of Rufus Putnam, (respecting Captain Peter In-

.

gersoll's carrying off the Muster-Roll of one of the Com-
panies, with a warrant on it, in Colonel Dqvid Brewer's
Regiment,) be committed to Major Goodwili and Colonel
Sartel, with such as the honourable Board may join.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Eldad Taylor,
Esq., is joined.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Elisha Dickerson, the sum of four
hundred Pounds, for the use of Colonel Porter's Regiment,
now on their march to Canada.

Whereas Moses Gill, Esq., Chairmanof the Committee
appointed to settle the Accounts remaining unsettled on the
books of the Committee of Supplies, and to collect balances
due to the Colony on the said Accounts; and, also, to take
care of several cargoes of Vessels belonging to the Colony,
has now in his hands three hundred Pounds, in silver money,
which is the property of the Colony, and which he received
of Captain Shaw, master of the Schooner ~Iacaroni, and
the said Gill being desirous of being discharged thereof,

It is therefore Resolved, That the said Moses Gill, Esq.,
be, and he hereby is, dirQCted to pay the said sum to the
Treasurer of this Colony; and the said Treasurer's Receipt
shall be a discharge for the same.

An engrossed Bill entitled" An Act for repealing an Act
made and passed by the Great and General Court at their
session in February !ast; for encoura!:,ring the fixing out of
Armed Vessels to defend the Sea-Coast of America, and for
erecting a Court to try and condemn all" Vesse1s that shall
be found infesting the same," hayjng passed the House of
Representatives to be enacted:

.

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
rence to be enacted.

In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That. . .
. . . . . . be a Committee, with such as the honourable
Board may join, to consider the state of the Province, and
report what is prOtJerto be done for the immediate defence
and government thereof.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Trilliam SevfT,
TValter Spooner, John Winthrop, arid Jederliah Fosta,
Esquires, are joined.

In the House of Representatives: The House made choice -
of Thomas Burnham as Adjutant of the Essex Regiment, to
reinforce the American Army, till the 1st of April next, in
the room of John Peabody, who declines.

Tn Council: Read, and concurred.
In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That. . .

. . . . . . be a Committee, with such as the honourable
Board may join, on the Petition of Joseph Eaton and
others, representing the state of several Towns in the Coun-
ty of Lincoln.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Benjamin Lin-
coln, Esq., is joined.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Weonesday, March 20, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourab:e William Sever, Walter Spooner, John
'Vinthrop, John Whetcolllb, Jeoeoiah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad
Taylor, Benjamin J,incoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Joseph
Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Bl'n-
jamin 'Vhite, Esquires.

Whereas the Judge of the Court of Justice for the Coun-
ties of Suffolk, Essex, and ~Iiddlesex, appointed in pursu-
ance of an act of the General Court at their session in
November last, entitled" An Act for encouraging the fixing
out of Armed Vessels to defend the Sea-Coast of America,
and for erecting a Court to try and condemn all Vessels tl1at
shall be found infesting the same," has appointed certain
days for holding his Court for that purpose, at Ipswich, viz :
the 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 28th, and 29th days of ftfarch
instant; and it being inexpedient that these Courts should
be held until some further regulation shall be made relati\'e
to the proceedings therein:

It is therefore Resolved, That the Court aforesaid, appoint-
ed to be held on the days aforesaid, which are not already.
elapsed, be acljotlrned until Monday, the 1st day of April
next, to be held at Ipswich, in the County of Essex; and
all processes, pleas, and every matter and thing whatw-
ever which might or could have been heard, considered,
and determined by the said Judge, in virtue of the appoint-
ment of those days for that purpose, shall and may be de-
tennined by him on the said 1st day of April next, and
they are hereby continued accordingly; and all jurors and
witnesses who have been summoned to attend in pursuance
of the appointment afiJresaid, shall be hereby holden, and
are accordingly directed, to attend said Court, on the said
1st day of April next, and shall be liable to the same penal-
ties for non-attendance as if the said Court had been held on
the days appointed for holding the same.

.Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Joseph Bacon, the sum of seventy-
two Pounds, in full for his services as a Post-Rider from
Woodstock to Cambridge, fi.om the 25th of April last to
this time.

In the House of Representatives: The House made cho::ce
of Ebenezer Morton as Second Lieutenant of the Company
stationed at Falmouth, under the command of Briant it'lor-
ton, in the room of Levi Loring, who declines.

In Council: Read, and concurred.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General of this Colony
be, and he hereby is, empowered and directed to take into
custody all and singular the Stores of every kind purchaf:ed
by this Colony for the use of the same, and not particularly
appropriated; and the Committees, or other persons who
may have any of the Stores aforesaid in their possession,
are hereby directed to deliver the same accordingly.

In the House of Representatives: Ordered, Thq.t Colonel
Orne and Captain Partridge, with such as the honourable
Board niay join, be a Committee to wait on his Excellency
General Washington, and confer with him at large on the
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subject of the removal of any or all oCthe Continental Forces
now in this Colony.

In Conncil; Read, and c~:mcurred,and Thomas Cushing,
Esq., is joined.

In the Rouse of Representatives: Ordered, That. . .
. . . . . . be a Committee, with such as the honourable
Board may join, to consider what is proper to be done with
respect to appointing some person to preach a Sermon on

. the ensuing general election.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and John TVinthrop,
Esq., is joined.

.

.
Ordered, That the Committee on the Muster-Holls of the

Army make up the Ron of Captain James Keith, in Colo-
nel Sargent's Regiment, to the 15th of August last.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the pub-
lick Treasury of this Colony, to Richard Devens, Esq" and
others, a Committee Df this Court to procure Fire-Wood
for the Continental Army, the further sum of one thousand
Pounds, to enable them to pay for said Fire-Wood, 3S they
have already or may hereafter agree for, to supply the
Army aforesaid, they to be accountable to this Court for
the same.

Acljourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow mommg.

Thur,;day, Mardl 21,1776.

Present in Conncil: Hononrable William Sever, Walter :Spooner, John
Winthrop, Thomas Cu,;hing, Jedediall Foster, James Prescott, Eldad
Taylor, Benjamin Lincnln, Charles Chaunc,y, Michael Farley, Samuel
Holien, Jabez fisher, Moses Gill, Juhn Taylor, Benjamin \,"hite, Es-
quires.

In the lIouse of Representatives: Ordered, That. . .
. . . . . . be a Committee, with such as the honourable
Board may join, to prepare an Address to his Excellenc}'
General TVashington, belore he shall set out for the South-
ern Colonies.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and William Sever,
Esq., is joined.,

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Deacon Stickney, for the use of John
Nichols, the sum of eight Pounds, in full of his losses at the
battle of Lexington.

In the House oj Representatives: Resolved, That Major
Hawley, Mr. Cushing, and Mr. Story, together with such as
the honourable Board may join, be a Committee to take into
immediate consideration the best measures proper to pre\'ent
the spreading of the Small-Pox.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and TValter Spooner
and Samuelllolten, Esquires, are joined.

The Committee of both Houses, to whom was referred
the Petition of Rufus Pntnam, showing that Captain Pcter
Ingersoll, in Colonel David Brewer's Regiment, with the
assistance of the said Peter Ingersoll and Ensign Thomas
Bnrnham, had made up a Muster-Roll of his Company, and
presented it to the Committee of Muster-Rolls to be exa-
mined and to have a warrant for payment; and as there is
no roll or warrant found with the Colony Treasurer to pay
the soldiers, by which they are kept out of their just dues,
having attended that service, beg leave to repo'rt: That
they found there was a Muster-Roll presented to the Com-
mittee of Rolls, and by their minutes, and by a duplicate
in the Secretary's Office, that a ,Muster-Roll of Captain
Peter Ingersoll was passed in Council, and a warrant to
the Treasurer was ordered for payment of the same, on
the 9th of February last; aJso inquired of the Treasurer if
there was any such rol\ lodged with him, but found none;
and the Treasurel' informed the Committee that he hath not
seen such roll; wheri)fore your Committee are of opinion that
the said Peter Ingersoll and Ensign Thomas Burnham be
directed forthwith to attend this Court for examination touch-
in" the matter. E.0 LDAD TAYLOR, per order.

In the House of Representatives: Read, and accepted;
In Council: Read, and concurred.
Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

, Friday, March 22, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable Wmiam Sever, Waller Spooner, John
Winthrop, Thorn"s Cushmg. Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad
Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Ch::mney, Michael Farley, :Samuel
Holten, Jabe~ Fisher, Moses GiJJ, John Taylor, Denjamlll White,
Esquires.

Resolved, That the SeIectmen of the Town of Boston
be directed to use the utmost vigilance and industry to find
out every person in that town who is actually infected with
the small-pox, and cause them to be conected in some seve-
ral house or houses, in the most westerly part of the town,
and with the greatest diligence and care effectually to cleanse
all infected places other than those to which the infected
persons shall be removed; and that in case it should so hap-,
pen that the said distemper should break out anew, that the
infected person or persons be removed immediately to the
place assigned for those who are now infected; and tbat the
said Selectmen be also directed, from time to time, very parti-
cularIy to advertise the publick of tbe state of the small-pox
during its continuance there; and that :Mr. Pitts, a member
of this Court, and one of the Selectmen of Boston, be di-
rected to take a copy of this Resolve, attested by the Secre-
tary, and communicate the same to his brethren, the said
Selectmen, as soon as may be.

Tbe Committee of both Houses, appointed to confer with
his Excellency General TVashington at large on the subject
of the removal of any or all of the Continental Troops now
in this Colony, beg leave to report:

That your Committee waited upon GenerallVashington;
and upon conf(~ITingwith him on the subject above-men-
tioned, they were informed by his Excellency that, as the
British Troops were about leaving the harbom" of Boston,
he had thought it necessary to order five regiments to the
southward, and that as soon as the British Army and Navy
were sailed, and had absolutely taken their departure, he
should order away the rest of the Continental Troops, ex-
cepting three or four regiments, which, together with the
:i\1ilitia inlisted to tarry till the beginning of April, he should
leave to take care of the lines, the military stores, and to assist
in fortifying the Harbour and Town of Boston; that he had
already ordered some works to be thrown up on JT01"t-Hill,
and he supposed the Government would take some effectual
measures to fortify Castle-Island, and such other places as
would be necessary to secure the town and harbour.

Yom Committee mentioned to the General that the seve-
ral towns through this Government had delivered out their
stocks of powder in order to supply the Continental Army,
and desired to know wbether his ExcelJency was now able
to refund the Colony the quantity of powder tbey advanced
for the Continent. The General answered, that he did not
know what quantity the Army had been supplied with, and
should be glad the Court would furnish him with an account
of the same, in order that he might resolve them upon this
head.

Your Committee further inquired of the General, whether
he should be willing to spare to this Colony a regiment or
two, that consisted of seamen, provided the Colony would
supply him with an equal number of other men in their rodm.
He replied be should be ready to make the exchange as soon
tis the men wer'\ produced.

THOMASCUSHING,per order.

In the House of Representatives: Read, and committed
to the Committee of both Houses appointed to take into
consideration a Letter from His Excellency General TfTash-
il1gton.

In Conncil.. Read, and concurred.
In the lIo1lse of Representatives: Ordered, That the

Letter from General TYashingtoll, of this day, be committed
to . . . . . . . . , with such as the honourabIe Board may
join, to consider the same and report.

In Cm/,ncil: Read, and concurred, and William Sever,
John 'Winthrop, Thomas Cushing,' and Benjamin Lincoln,
Esquires, are joined.

Whereas somn of the Soldiers who bave been engaged in
the service of this Colony the year past are deceased, and
the Estates left by the said deceased are not sufficient to
influence anY

j,
}crson to administer thereon:

Therefore ?'c,~olt'ed, That the Receiver-General be, and
he herebyis, directedand empoweredto pay unto the Heirs
next akin to the above-mentioned Soldiers, the respective
sums that may be due to them on the Muster-Rolls, on the
said Heirs producing a certificate from tbe Selectmen of the
town where tbe said deceased Soldiers had their abode, that
they are tbe Heirs next akin to the said deceased, and that
there is not estate enough to influence the Heirs to take ad-
ministration.
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And it is further Resolved, That 'the Recei~'er-General
aforesaid is hereby directed to pay unto the Soldiers engaged
in the service of this Colony, the several sums that have been
stopped out of their wages for Fire-Anns, on their produ-
cing certificates from the persons from whom they received
the said Fire-Arms, that they have returned the same, and
that they have satisfied the owners of such Arms for the use
thereof.

In the House of Representatives:Ordered,That. . .
. . . . . . , bC'a Committee,with such as the honourable
Board may join, to procure the Resolves of the Continental
and Provincial Congresses printed.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Benjamin White,
Esquire, is joined.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to James Prescott, Esquire, the sum of four
Pounds eighteen Shillings and eight Pence, in flill for the loss
sustained by his son Bcnjamin being killed in the battle of
Bttnker's Hill.

Resolved, That there be paid out of rhe publick Treasury
of this Colony, to James Prescott, Esquire, the sum of five
Pounds, for the use of Da.vid Kemp, in full of his losses in
the battle of Bunker's Hill.

RI:solved, That there be paid out of the puhlick Treasury
of this Colony, to Elisha Frizell, the sum of three Pounds,
in full for a Gun and Bayonet broken in the battle of
Bunker's Hill.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday, March 23, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable William ~ever, Walter Spooner, John
Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, Jeueuiah Fosler, James

I Prescott, Ehlad Taylor, Charles Chauncy, Benjamin Lincoln. Michael
Farley, Joseph Palmer, ~amuet Holten, J abez !,'isher, Moses Gill,John
Taylor, and Benjamin White, Esquires.

The Committee of both Houses, appointed the 20th in-
stant, to consider what is proper to be done with respect to
appointing some person to preach a sermon on the ensuing
general election, have attended that service, and beg leave
to report, as their opinion, that the ancient method of ap-
pointing a Preacher on the day of election, which was by
the Council and House of Representatives alternately, be
still continued; and that as the House of Representatives
made choice of the Preacher in the year 1174, and no choice
hath been made since that time, either by the Councilor
House of Representatives, the choice for the present year
lies with the Council. JOHN WINTHROP,pcr order.

Read, and accepted, and thereupon Resolued, That the
choiee of a person to preach the Election Sermon for the
present year lies with the Council.

Petition of the Justices of the Court of General Sessions
of the Peace, and the Justices of the Court of Commop
Pleas for the County of Bristol, setting forth: That the said
J usticcs, on the second Tuesday of March current, in obedi-
ence to a law of this Colony, repaired to Taunton, in the said
County of Bristol, in order to open the aforesaid Court of
General Sessions of the Peace and Court of Common Pleas,
;lnd enter upon, do, and complete the business assigned them
to do at said Courts; tbat upon the approach of the said
Justices, with the other officers of said Courts toward the
door of the Court-House there, a number of persons, to the
amount of fifty at least, (many of whom were armed with
clubs and guns, most of whom are known to said Justices,)
assembled in a riotous manner, and violently opposed and
prevented the entrance of said Justices into said Court-
House, and with force and arms assaulted and beat tbe said
Justices, Sheriffs, &c., and using opprobrious, profane, insult-
ing, and menacing language to the said Justices; outrageously
drove them and the other officers of said Courts from said
Court-House; whereupon thG said Justices were obliged to
repair to a house other than tbat provided by said County,
to carryon and open the business of said Courts, to th\,\ great
inconvenience of all concerned, not being able by their au-
thority to raise sufficient force to imprison, repel, or disperse
said rioters. Wherefore the said Justices entreat your Ho-
nours to devise some means for the effectual prevention of
such unjustifiable proceedings for tbe future, that the Justices
of the several Courts in this Colony may proceed without
fear or dismay to administer impartial justice through the
land.

Read, and committed to the Committee on the state of
the Province.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to the Heirs of the several Soldiers_
killed in the battle of Bunker's Hill, the sum of forty-two
Pounds sixteen Shillings, in full of said losses in the battle.

Resohed, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Captain Reuben Dow, the sum of
four Pounds seventeen Shillings, in full for the losses he

.

sustained at the battle of Bunker's Hill.
Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-

sury of this Colony, to a number of Soldiers in Captain -

Reuben Dow's Company, the sum of twenty-seven Pounds
one Shilling and five Pence, in full for the losses they sus-
tained in the battle of Bunker's Hill.

Wbereas the Court of General Sessions of the Peace,
and Inferior Court of Common Pleas, for the County of
Barnstable, according to the time appointed by law, should
be holden in Barnstable, in the said County, on the first
Tuesday of April next: And whereas sundry of the Jus-
tices and officers of the said Courts are members of this
Court, which is like to continue sitting beyond the time
appointed for holding said Courts; and it is probable that
matters of great importance may require the attendance of
all the members of this Court at that time:

Therefore Resolved, That the said Courts be, and herehy
are, adjourned to the last Tuesday of June next, being the
time at which tbe Inferior Court of Common Pleas and
Court of General Sessions of the Peace, for tbe said Coun-
ty, are by law appointed to be holden at Barnstable afore-
said; and that aJl pleas, processes, writs, actions, and suits,. issued, or to be issued, complaints, precepts, recognisances,
and all other things and matters returnable and having, and
that should have had day in the said Courts if the same
were holden the said first Tuesday of April next, shall be
returnable and ha ve day in the said Courts on the said Inst
Tuesday of June next, and sball abide and continue unto
that time, and shall then be proceeded on, heard, and de-
termined, to all intents and purposes as effectually as if the
said Court should have been held on the said first Tuesday
of April next. .

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to examine
the Commissary's Accounts, beg leave to report: That thl'J
have examined the Account of James Sullivan, Esq., and
find the same right cast, well vouched, and conformable to
the establishment ordered by this Court for the sea-coast
service; tbat provision, and other necessary articles, have
been purchased, and cash advanced for sauce money, &e.,
to the amount of eigl1t hundred and thirty-seven pounds
seventeen shillings and three pence two farthings; that there
remained on hand the lEt of .it/arch, seven thousand four hun-
dred and ninety-six pounds of flour, five thousand three hun-
dred and eighty-four pounds pork, ten thousand eight hundl'l~d
and sixty-nine pounds of beef, (including wastage) and some
large quantity of cord wood; also, that a balance of one
hundred and sixty-five -pounds two shillings and eight pence
two farthings, in cash, appears to be due to this Colony,
which sum, together witb the articles before mentioned, (on
hand,) the said James Sullivan, Esq., be further account-
able to this Court therefor.

CHARLES CHAUNCEY,per order.

Read, and accepted.

The Secretary, by order of the major part of the Coun-
cil, went down with the following Message to the House:

"
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives:

"
The Secretary will herewith lay before you two letters

from the Committee of Newb1lryport, one dated the 24th of
February last, and the other the 13th instant; wherein yon
will observe that the order of the Court of the 8th February
last, relative to fixing for the sea, and manning with fifty
men each, the Sloop -Machias Liberty, and the Schooner
Diligent, hath not been fully executed; that it is not in the
power of said Committee to do it; and that if said vessels
are manned it must be from the eastern part of this Colony.
Considering the danger that would attend the suffering said
vessels to leave the harbour, in which they now are, with so
few men as are inlistep to serve on board, (which are a
number little more than suffiyient to sail them;) the great
delay it would cause to attempt the recruiting and marching



1249 lVIASSACHeSETTS COUNCIL,. MARCH, 1776. 1250

Monday, March 25, 1776.

Prc"ent in Council: Honourable William Sever, Walter Spooner, John
Whetcomb, Joseph Gerrish, Jedediah Foster, Jam~s Prescott, Eldad
Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Jo-
seph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor,
Benjamin White, Esquires.

In Council: Resolved, That Benjamin Lincoln and Jo-
seph Palmer, Esquires, with such as the honourable House
may join, be a Committee to wait on his Excellency Ge-
neral Washington, and request, as this Colony is greatly
weakened by the destruction of its fortifications and warlike
stores by our enemies, and will be more so on the r~moval
of the Continental Army, as a large proportion of the men
and arms therein are from this Government; that he would
further consider the exposed state of this Colony, and if it
is consistent with the general interest, he would continue
here six Regiments of Continental Troops, and two Com-
panies of the Train of Artillery, for the defence thereof,
instead of three or four Regiments his Excellency informed
this Court he intended to leave.

In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred,
and, Mr. Cooper, 1Ur. Brown, and Mr. NicholJ;, are joined.

Whereas, by the request of Doctor John Greenleaf, he is
excused from being of the Committee to receive Saltpetre:

Therefore, Resolved, That ::\lr. Samuel Tufts, of New-
buryport, be, and he hereby is, appointed to receive all the
good and merchantable Saltpetre made within this Colony,
which may be brought and delivered to him at Newburyport,
before the 1st day of June next, with a certificate from the
Selectmen of the town wherein it was made, that said Salt-
petre was made in such town, within this Co]ony ; and he
is hereby directed topay the persons so deliverinO' the same
seven Shillings per pound..

0

And that the said Samuel Tufts may be enabled to com-
ply with the above direction,

It is further Resolved, That he be furnished from the
Treasury of this Colony with the sum of one thousand
Pounds, he to be accountable to this Court for the same, and
to deJiver the Saltpetre he may so receive to the order of
this Court; and the Secretary is directed to send to the said
Samuel Tufts an attested copy of the above.

Whereas the Mandamus Counsellors, Commissioners of
the Customs, and others, the open and avowed enemies to
the rights of their country, and the cause of liberty, have
been compelled, by the terl'Or of the American arms, and an
apprehension of the resentment of a justly incensed People,
to depart the Town of Boston, at any time since the 19th
April, 1775, and before the 20th ~larch instant; abandon-
ing not only their Houses and Real Estates, but also, in their
hasty and precipitate flight, their personal and other move-
able effects, to a very considerable value:

Resolved, That Mr. Brown, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Rawson, Wednesday,March27,1776.
Mr. Pitts, and Colonel Sartel, be a Committee to repair to Present in Council: HonourableWilliam Sever,Walter Spooner,Tho-
the Town of Boston, and there take, or cause to be taken, mas Cushing,Josel,hGerrish,John Whetcomb,JedcdiahFoster,James
just and true accounts of said Houses and Real Estates, per- PreSCl'>tt,Eldad Taylor, Charles Ch'lUncy, Sam1Je]Holten, Jabez

sonal and other moveable effects, the property of the before-
Fisher, MosesGin, John Taylor,Benjamin White, Esquires.

mentioned Mandamus Counsellors, and others; to commit Petition of William Sever and Thomas Durfee, two of the
the charge and care of said estates and effects to such suit- Committee for building and equipping sundry armed vessels,
able persons as they may judge proper; and to make report praying liberty to alter one from a s]oop to a brigantine.
of their proceedings hereon as soon as may be, that this In Council: Read, and committed to .Moses Gill,Esq.,
Court may take such further order thereon as may be ne- with such as the honourable House shall join.
cessary and titting. In the I-Iouse of Representatives: Read, and concurred,

In Council: Read and concurred, as taken into a new and are joined.
draft. In Council: Ordered, That Thomas Cushing and Moses

Petition of Abijah Burbank, of Sutton, setting forth that Gill, Esquires, with such as the honourable House shall join,
your Petitioner is owner of the stream, land, and dam in said be a Committee to wait on his Ex.cellency George Wash,..
Town of Sutton, which was lately viewed by a Committee ington, and present him with the following Address.
of the honourable House, in order for the erecting a Pow- In the Rouse of Representative,~: Read, and concurred,
der-Mill; that, in consequence of a late resolve of the Ge- and Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Orne, and Major Hawley, are
neral Court for encouraging the building two Powder-Mills joined.
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men the distance of two hundred mi1es at this season of the
year; that the present appearances of our afl:1irs are materi.
aHy different from what they were when said order of Court
was made, and that there is good reason to beEeve that one,
if not both of the v('ssels, are unfit, in their construction, for
what they are designed; the Council thought it their duty
to lay this matter before you, and recommend it to your
immediate consideration."

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on ~JJ1onday morning.

.

within this Colony, and from an earnest desire of supportinrr
the great and important cause of America, by his endeavoUl~
to supply the publick with that very important article of
gunpowder; your Petitioner is induced to apply to your
Honours, and humbly prays that yom Honours would O'rant
him license, ?greeably to said resolve, to erect a PO\~der-
Mill within the said Town of Sutton, in such place as the
major part of the Selectmen of said town shaJI approve of.

Resolved, That the prayer thereof be granted, and that
said Abijah Burbank have liberty to build a Powder-Mill
on the stream in his Petition mentioned, on the encourage-
ments of this Court for erecting two other Powder-Mills.

In the House of Representatives: The House made choice
(by ballot) of the following gentlemen for Field-Officers of
the sixth Regiment of Militia in the County of Worcester,
viz: John Golden, <:olonel ;. Levi Brid{{ham, Lieutenant-
Colonel; Job Cushmg, MaJor; ]}[oses Wheelock, Second
Major.

, In Council: Read, and concl\rred.

It being represented that there are many valuable articles
on Castl~-Island, the property of this Colony, which are
now exposed to embezzlement and waste:

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be directed im-
mediately to cause an such articles to be. collected, and de-
posited in some place where they may be kept safe, for the
future benefit of this Colony.

And further Resolved, That the Commissary-General,
before he shaIJ proceed in this matter, be directed to apply
to his ExceIJency General Washington for his advice rela-
tive thereto.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, March 26, 1176.

Present in Council: Honourable William Sever, Walter Spooner, Tho-
mas Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, James
Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy. Joseph
Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Ben-
jamin White, E,quires.

Petition of Doctor Samuel Cooper, setting fi)rth that he
has, among many others, been a great sufferer throurrh the
infamous violence and robbery of the British Troops"lately
driven from Boston; that his house has been plundered, the
greatest and most necessary part of his' furniture carried
away, as weH aq considerable part of his library; he there-
fore prays that your Honours may be pleased to grant him
a warrant or order for such articles as he may find necessary
from out of the goods left by the enemies to their country
who have foHowedthe Army, your Petitioner holding him-
self accountable to your Honours for the same.

In Coundl: Rear!, and committed to Thomas Cushing,
Esquire, with such as the honourable House shan join.

In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred,
and Mr. Caldwell and Mr. Wheeler are joined.

Petition of Richard Derby, Junior, praying fi)r liberty to
fix.out three vessels for the West-Indies.

In Council: Read, and committed to Thomas Cushing,
Esquire, with such as the honourable House shan join.

In the House of Representatives: Read, and concurred,
and Colonel Orne and Captain Batchelder are joined.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.
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" To Iris Excellency GEORGE 'WASHINGTON,Esq., General
and Commander-in-Chief of the Forces of the United
American Colonies,'

" MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: When the liber-
,ties of America were attacked by the violent hand of op-
pression; when troops hostile to the rights of humanity
'invaded this Colony, seized our Capital, and spread havock
and destruction around it; when our virtuous sons were mur-
dered, and our houses destroyed by the troops of Britain;
the inhabitants of this and the other Ameri.can Colonies, im-
pened by self-preservation and the love of freedom, forg~t-
ting their domestick concerns, determined resolutely and
unitedly to oppose the sons of tyranny.

"Convinced of the vast importance of having a gentleman
of great military accomplishmpnts 10 discipliue, lead, and
conduct the forces of the Colonies, it gave us the greatest
satisfilction to hear tbat the honourable Congress of the
United Colonies bad made choice of a gentleman thus qua-
lified; who, leaving the pleasures of domes tick and rural life,
was ready to undertake tbe arduous task. And your nobly
declining to accept the pecuniary emoluments annexed to
this high office, funy evidenced to us that a warm regard to
the sacred rights of humanity, and sincere love to your coun-
try, solely influenced you in the acceptance of this impor-
tant trust.

"
From your acknowledged abilities as a soldier, and your

virtues in publick and private life, we had the most pleasing
hopes; but the fortitude and equanimity so conspicuous in
your conduct, the wisdom of your counsels, the mild, yet
strict government of the Army, your attention to the civil
Constitution of this Colony, the regard you have at all times
shown for the lives and health of those under your command,
the fatigues you have with cheerfulness endured, the regard
you have shown f(w the preservation of our ~letropolis, and
the great address with which our military operations have
been conducted, have exceeded our most sanguine expect-
ations, and demand the warmest returns of gratitude.

"The Supreme Ruler of the l.Tniverse having smiled on
our arms, and crowned your labours with remarkable suc-
:cess, we are now, without that effusion of blood we so much
wished to avoid, again in the quiet possession of our Capital.
The wisdom and prudence of those movements which have
obliged the enemy to abandon our Metropolis will ever be
remembered by the inhabitants of this Colony. May you
still go on, approved by Heaven, revered by all good men,
and dreaded by those tyrants who claim their fellow-men
as their property. May the United Colonies be defended
from slavery by your victorious arms; may they still see
their enemies flying before you; and the deliverance of your
country being effi.~cted, may you, in retirement, enjoy that
peace and satisfaction of mind which always attends the
good and great; and may future generations, in the peaceful
enjoyment of that freedom, the exercise of which your sword
shall have established, raise the richest and most lasting
monuments to the name of TYashington."

Thursuay, March 28, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable Wil1iam Sever, Walter Spooner, John
Winthrop, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, James Prescott, Eluau
'l'nylor, Charles Chauncy, Samuel Holten, Jabez fisher, John Taylor,
Benjamin White, ES1luires.

Petition of Walter /:)pooner, of Dartmouth, setting forth:
That a Petition was presented from the Committee of Cor-
respondence of the Town of Dartmouth, to this Court, set-
ting forth that the harbour in said town was of great inipor-
tance to the publick; and after a full inquiry into the state
of said harbour, the honourable Court passed a resolve that
a company of seventy-five men, including of1icers, should be
stationed there for the defence of said harbour; and also
reso]ved that ten pieces of iron ordnance, with a suitable
quantity of ordnance stores. And it was further ordered that
the sum of three hundred pounds should be deposited in the
hands of your Petitioner, for the purpose of procuring the
cannon and stores; but your Petitioner hath not been able
to procure the cannon, though care and pains have been
taken therefor. And being informed that there is a conside-
rable number of cannon in and near Boston, some of which
'may not be needed fQr the common defence, therefore your
Petitioner prays that he may be allowed to purchase, or be
indurged with the Joan, of a few pieces of cannon, for the
immediate defence of said harbour. And your Petitioner

further prays that a Captain may be appointed to raise and
take the command of the seventy-five men, agreeably to the
said resolve; and also to provide a Commissary t() provide
for said company.

Read, and Ordered, That the Commissary-General be
directed to de]iver to the Petitioner, for the purpose men-
tioned in his Petition, four of the Cannon on Castle-Island,
which belong to this Colony, from among those reported to
be spoiled, if they can be repaired, of a size not less than
those whieh will earry a nine-pound ball; and the Petitioner
is directed to cause them to be repaired as soon as may be.

In the House of R(;presentatives,' Ordered, That the
Letter fi'om Robert n. Harrison requesting liberty for Cap-
tain William TVood, of Whitehaven, to return to England,
be committed to :Mr. Pitts and Colonel Orne, with such as
the honourable Board shall join.

In Council,' Read, and concurred, and .Moses Gill, Esq.,
is joined. .

In the IIouse of Representatives,' Ordered, That Colo-
nel Orne and Captain Partn:dge, with such as the !;ono\lr-
able Board shall join, he a Committee to lay the account Qf
Powder supplied the Army at Cambridge and Roxbury,
since the 10th of June last, before his Excellcncy General
1Vashington.

In Council,' Read, and concurred, and ltloses Gill, Esq.,
is joined.

In the Bouse of Representat:L'es,' Ordered, That Colo-
nel Orne and Major Bliss, together with sueh as the honour-
able Board shan join, be added to the Committee on the
state of the Province.

In Council,' Read, and concurred, and Thomas Oushing
and Jllo.<esGill, Esquires, are joined.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Friuay, March 29, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourahle William Sever, Walter Spooner, Caleh
Cushing, John Winthrop, Jose]'ll Gl'rrish, John 'Vheteolph, Jedeuiah
Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Charles Chauncy, Samuel
Holten, Jahez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin "'"hite,
Esquires.

Resolved, That the Honourable R1:chard Derby, Junior,
Esq., be, and he hereby is, permitted to fix out one large
Vessel, or two small ones, for a voyage to the foreign West-
Indies, and hack to this Colony again, and to export in said
vessel or vessels three hundred empty Molasses Hogsheads,
and other Lumber, to the value of two hundred and twenty
Pounds, lawful money, it being the amount of Powder and
Fire-Arms lately imported by him into the Town of Salem,
the said Derby giving bond with sufiicient sureties to the
Receiver-General of tbis Colony, in the sum of two thousand
Pounds, conditioned that there shaH not be taken on board,
or exported in said vessel or vessels, any produce of the
United Colonies, more than the above-mentioned sum of
two hundred and twenty Pounds, in empty Molasses Hogs-
heads and Lumber; and that said vessel or vessels shall
not proceed to any of the Britisli West-India Islands, but
that they shall return to some port in this Colony wIth their
effects, the Island of Nantw:ket exeepted.

In the House of Representatives,' Ordered, That the
Letter from Tristram Dalton, Esquire, to the Honourable
:Moses Uill, Esq., relative to the Brigantine Unity, Captain
Corbit late master, be committed to Mr. Cushing and Major
Cross.

In Council,' Read, and concurred, and Charles Clw1t1!cy,
Esq., is joined.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to William Henshaw, the sum of
eighteen Pounds eight Shillings and six Pence, in full for
his wages in the service of this Colony, as an Adjutant-
General.

In the House of Representatives,' The House made
choice of the foHowing Commission Officers of the Forces
stationed at Dartmouth, viz: Benjamin Dillingham, Cap-
tain ; JUanasseh Kempton, First Lieutenant; Eleazer Hath-
away, Second Lieutenant; William Talman, Commissary,
for said forces.

In Council,' Read, and concurred.
Resolved, That the Colonels, or commanding officers', of

the Regiment of Militia of this Colony, last raised in con-
sequence of a resolve of Court, as a temporary reinforce-
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ment of the Continental Army, obscn'e the directions which
they have or may receive from his Excellency General
Washington, with regard to making up tbeir Pay RoUs or
Abstracts; and in case his Excellency sball decline to pay
them agreeablc to said resolve, tbat said officers rpceivc pay
so far as the Gcneral tbinks reasonable, and lay the remain-
der of their demands before this Court for consideration and
allowance.

Whereas the Court of General Sessions of tbe Peace
for the County of Plymouth, according to the time) appoint-
ed by law, sbould be holden at Plymouth, in the said County,
on the second Tuesday of April next: And whereas sun-
dry of the Justices and officers of the said Conrt are mem-
bers of this Court, which is likely to continue sitting beyond
the time appointed for holding said Court, and it is probable
that matters of great importance may require the attendance
of all tbe members at that time:

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Court be, and hereby
is, adjourned to the first Tnesday of Jnly next, being the
time at which the Court of Genera] Sessions of the Peace
for said County is by law 31Jpointed to be holden at Ply-
month aforesaid; and that all pleas, processes, writs, actions,
and suits, issued, or to be issued, complaints, precepts, re-
cognisances, and all other matters and things returnable,
havincr, and that should have had day, in the said Court, if
the s~me were holden the said second Tuesday of April
next, shall be returnable and have day in the said Court,
on the said first Tuesday of July next, and shall abide and
continue unto that time, and shall then be proceeded on,
hc~ard and determined, to all intents and purposes, as effec-
tually as if said Court should have been held on the said
second Tuesday of April next.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Samuel Felch, the sum of two
Pounds ten ShiIJings, in fuJI for a Greatcoat lost in the bat-
tle of Lexington.

Resoll1ed, That there be paid out of the pubJick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Nathan Wheeler, the sum of two
Pounds eight Shillings, in fn]] for a Gun lost at the battle of
Bunker's Hill.

In the Ilouse of Representatives: The House made
choice of Jonathan ltlitchell, Esq., Colonel of the Forces
statjoned at Falmouth, in the County of Cumberland, in the
room of Joseph Frye, Esq., in the Continental service.

In Conncil: Read, and concurred.

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into
consideration a Letter fi-omRobert H. Ilarrison, of the 27th
instant, directed to James rVarren, Esquire, requesting that
Captain William Wood, lately taken by a Privateer owned
by several private gentlemen, may be indulged the liberty
of proceeding to England, beg leave to report, by \vay of
Hesol ve :

Resolved, That Captain William Wood, lately taken by
two Privateers owned by persons in tbis Colony, be permit-
ted, with his_crew, to proceed to Cape-Anne and N~wbury-
port, for England, he having given his parole of honour
never to act offensively against the United Colonies of North-
America.

.

Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and he hereby
is, directed to payout of the publick Treasury, the sum of
three thousand Pounds, to the Honourable Benjamin Green-
leaf, TValter Spooner, Moses Gill, Esquires, Major Thomas
DUlj'ce, Daniel Davis, Stephen Cross, and Josiah Batchel-
der, the Committee appointed to import ten thousand bar-
rels of Flour, one hundred tons of pig Iron, &c., to enable
them to pay the freight and charges of said Flour and Iron;
each of the said Committee to be accountable to this Court
for such sum or sums as he shall receive.

Resolved, That there be paid ,out of the publick Trea- ,. ,Monday, April}, 1776.

sury of this Colony to Samuel Bradish the sum of twenty- Present In CouncIl: Honourable James Otis, Caleb Cushmg, Joseph
,

P d fi 'SL' ll' d I ' P '
' Ii II Gerrish, John Whetcomb, James Prescott, EIdad Taylor, Benjamin

mne , oun S ,ve III mgs ~n e even ence, 111 u, for Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill,
boardmg, nursmg, and doctormg, for the wound he recClved John Taylor, Benjamin White, Esquires,
in the battle of Bunker's Hill. , , Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-

Re,wlve~, That there be paid ?ut of the pubhek Trea- sury of this Colony, to John Brown, a wounded soldier, the
, sury of tIus Colony, the sum of eIghty Pounds seventeen sum of ei"ht Pounds thirteen Shillincrs and four Pence in

Shillings and thr~e Pence, in, full of ~he wages ?ue to the f',lll f~r hi; nursing and boarding. '"
,

Officers and Soldiers on Ca lJtam Damel Lothrop s Roll.
R 1 d Th t II th A t I ' b ' t d

.
t th 'esove, a a e ccoun s ex 11Ie. agams 15

"Gentleme'{!of the House of Representatives: Colony, for Powder, Lead, and Flints, delivered to the
"The Committee of Council, appointed to sit during the Minute-men and others, agreeable to a Resolve of this

...

rece,s of the General Court, received a letter fi'om Genera]
Washington, on tbe 26th of February last, requesting that
a number of the Militia in the neighbouring towns might be
directed to repair to the lines at Dorchester and Roxll1l1"lj,
upon a signal given. In consequence of this applica6pn,
the Committee immediately summoned the Colonels of seve-
ral regiments to attend, and engaged them to hold themselves:
and their respective regiments in readiness, to march when
called upon. They accordingly marched, and did duty
there for a few days. The Secretary will lay before yon
the General's letter, and the minutes of the proceedings of
the Committee thereon. 'Ve recommend it to you to con-
sider what measures may be proper to be taken with regard
to making compensation to those regiments for their service.

"In the name and by order of tbe major part of the
Council:

.
'UT S "" n ALTER POONER.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday, March 30, 1776.

Present in Couneil: Honourable Waller Spooner, .Tohn \Vinthrop, Ca-
h-b Cushing, Thomas Cushing, .Toseph Gerrish, John Whete.omb,
Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad TaJ'lor, Charles Chauncy,
Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Mosl's Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin
\Vhite, Esquires.

R,esolved, That there be paid out of the pub]ick. Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Isaiah Tlwmas, the sum of thirty-
seven Pounds, in full of his account for Printing for the
Colony.

Ordered, That William Prost, Commissary of the Forces
stationed at Falmouth, be directed to receive all the :l\Ioneys
now in the hands of lVIr. James Sullivan, late Commissary.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Thaddeus ~Maxwell, a wounded
soldier, the sum of two Pounds seven Shillings, in full of
his expenses in recovering from his wounds.

Ordered, That tbe Commissary-General be directed to
deliver to the Honourable TValter Spooner, Esq., four pieces
of Cannon, now in Boston, to fortify the Harbour of Dart-
mouth.

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take under
consideration the inf~rmation of the Committee of Corres-
pondence, &c., for the Town of ~Mendon, against Joseph
Butler and Asa Butler, for altering two Bills of Credit of
this Colony, beg leave to report: That we find said infor-
mation is true, by the confessionof the said Joseph and Asa,
and other corroborating circumstances, and that the said Jo-
seph and Asa are both minors and soldiers in the Continen-
tal Army, and appear very humble and penitent, and stand
ready to throw themseh-eg upon the mercy pf this Court,
and abide their determination.

JOHN TAYI,OR,per order.

Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Fuller be directed to take
bond for the appearance of the said Joseph and Asa, at the
Superior Court of Judicature, &c., to be bolden at TVorces-
tel', in and for tbe County of H'Orcester, in September next.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to David Bancroft, for the use of
Daniel B1l£knam, Jun., the sum of one PoHnd sixteen
Shillings, in full for transporting a Field-piece from Sutton
to the Camp. .

Resolved, Tbat there be paid oui of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, the sum of sixty-five Pounds thirteen
Shjllings four and a half Pence, to the Officers and Sol-
diers on Captain Lemuel Stewart's Roll, on the expedition
to Ticonderoga and Crown Point.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, Monday morping.
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Court, passed January 17, 1776, be, and they hereby are,
committed to the Standing Committee on Accounts, and
the said Committee are directed to al:ow such of the said
Accounts as shall be authenticated by suHicient vouchers or
prtJper evidence that the said Powder, Lead, and Flints,
were expended in battle, or left in Camp for the use of the
Army, and no other.

The Committee of both Houses, appointed the 19th in-
stant, to apply to the Selectmen and the several Committees
of the Town of Boston for a list of those persons now there
remaining, who have appeared to be inimical to the United
Colonies of America, have attended that service, and have
obtained from the said Selectmen and Committees a list of
sundry persons whom they judge to be of that character,
with a state of facts and witnesses to support them; which
list they beg leave to report.

JOHN WINTHROP, per order.

In the lIouse of Representatives: Read, and Ordered,
That Major Hawley, Mr. Sullivan, Colonel Freeman, and
Colonel Orne, with such as the honourable Board shall join,
be a Committee to take the said Report, and Papers accom-
panying it, under consideration, and report what may be
proper to be done with the persons named in said Papers.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Caleb Cushing,
James Prescott, and Moses Gill, Esquires, are joined.

Onlered, That Captain Partridge, Captain Goodman,
and Colonel Thompson, be of the Committee appointed to
consider what is proper to be done with those persons in
Boston who have appeared to be inimical to the United
Colonies, in the room of Major Hawley, Mr. Sullivan, and
Colonel Orne, engaged on other business, and that said
Committee sit immediately.

Resolved, That Colonel Davis, Colonel Thatcher, Cap-
tain Brown, Major Fuller, Colonel ~McIntosh, Mr. Dix, and
Mr. Hall, be a Committee to procure such a number of
Teams as his Exce11ency General Washington shall judge
necessary to transport such Military Stores, Baggage, &c.,
as he may have occasion to send to Rhode-Island, and that
the said Committee wait on his Exce11ency to know the
terms upon which he expects the same to be procured, and
that they proceed upon the business immediately.

The Committee appointed to take into consideration a
Letter from Tristram Dalton, Esq., of Newburyport, and
the Papers accompanying the same, relative to the Brigan-
tine Unity, and her Cargo, now lying in the TFl:st-Indies by
reason of the death of Captain lVLichael Cor;bit, Master of
said Brigantine, in the service of this Colony, report by way
of Resolve:

Resolved, That John Brown, Moses Gill, and Abraham
TFatson, Esqrs., be, and they hereby are, empowered and

"directed to employ some suitable person to proceed imme-
diate]y to St. Thomas, and dispose of said Brigantine and her
Cargo, in such manner as they shaH think will be most for the
interest of this Colony; and send or bring home the nett pro-
ceeds of said Vessel and Cargo in cash, or such articles as
he shall think most advantageous to the Colony.

Also, Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of
the publick Treasury of this Colony, unto Isaac Noyes, one
of the mariners belonging to the Brigantine Unity, the sum
of twenty-eight Pounds two Shillings and eight Pence, for
his wages, and the further sum of two Pounds five Shil-
lings, for his expenses from York to this place, and other
services, in fu}}"to this date.

General WASHINGTON'S Answer to an Address from the
General Court of the 27th ultimo, viz:

"G~~NTLEMEN: I return you my most sincere and hearty
thanks for your polite Address; and feel myself called upon
by every principle of gratitude to acknowledge the honour
you have done me in this testimonial of your approbation
of my appointment to the exalted station I now fill; and,
what is more pleasing, of my conduct in discharging its
important duties.

"When the counsels of the British Nation had formed a
plan for enslaving America, and depriving her sons of their
most sacred and invaluable privileges, against the clearest
remonstrances of the Constitution, of justice, and of truth;
and to execute their schemes, had appealed to the sword,
I esteemed it my duty to take a part in the contest, and
more especially, when called thereto by the unsolicited suf-

frages of the Representatives of a free People; wishing for
no other reward than that arising from a conscientious dis-
charge of the important trust, and that my services might
contribute to the establishment of freedom and peace upon
a permanent foundation, and merit the applause of my coun-
trymen and every virtuous citizen.

"Your acknowledgment of my attention to the civil Consti-
tution of this Colony, whilst acting in the Ene of my depart-
ment, also demand my grateful thanks. A regard to every
Provincial institution, where not incompatible with the com-
mon interest, I hold a principle of duty and of policy, and
shall ever form a part of my conduct. Had I not learned this
before, the happy experience of the ach-antages resulting
from a friendly intercourse with your honourable body, their
wi11ing and ready concurrence to aid and to counsel when-
ever called upon in cases of difficulty and emergency, would
have taught me the useful lesson.

"That the Metropolis of your Colony is now relieved from
the cruel and oppressive invasion of those who were sent to
erect the standard of lawless domination and to trample on
the rights of humanity, auel is again open and fi'ee for its right-
ful possessors, must give pleasure to every virtuous and sym-
pathetick heart; and being effected without the blood of our
soldiers and fellow-citizens, must be ascribed to the interposi-
tion of that Providence which has manifestly appeared in oUf
behalf through the whole of this important struggle, as well as
to the measures purs)1ed fi)r bringing about the happy event.
May that Being who is powerful to save, and in whose hands
is the fate of Nations, look down with an eye of tender pity
and compassion upon the whole of the United Colonies.
:l\Iay He continue to smile upon their Councils and arms,
and crowil them with success whilst employed in the cause
of virtue and of mankind. May this distressed Colony and
its Capital, and every part of this wide-extended Continent,
through His divine favour, be restored to more than their
former lustre and once happy state, and have peace, liberty,
and safety, secured upon a soEd, permanent, and lasting
foundation. G UT""EORGE VV ASIII:"<GTON.

Read, and ordered to be entered on the Records of this
Court.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Timothy TVhiting, the sum of two
Pounds six Shillings, in filll of his account for losses sllstain
ed in the battle of Bunker's Hill.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Timothy Whiting, to the use of John
Lew£s, the sum of one Pound seven Shillings and four
Pence, in full of his losses at the battle of Bunker's Hill.

In the House of Representatives: The House madE
choice of the following gentlemen as Field-Officers for th('
Second Regiment of Militia, in the County of Plymouth;,
VlZ:

John Cush£ng, Jun., Esq., Colonel, in the room of An-
thony Thomas, who declines serving.

Jeremiah Ilall, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, in the room of
John Cushin[!', Jun., elected Colonel.

John Clap, Jun., Esq., First Major, in the room of Jere..
miah Hall, Esq., elected Lieutenarlt-Colonel.

David Tilden, Esq., Second Major, in the room of Na-.
thaniel Cushing, who deelines serving.

In Council: Read, and concurred.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea..
sury of this Colony, to several persons in Captain William
Scott's Company, the sum of fourteen Pounds fifteen Shil..
lings, in full fix the losses they sustained in the battle of
Bunker's Hill.

Resolved, That there be paid to Mr. ~Michael Hodge, for
the use of the Committee of Correspondence, &c., for .New..
buryport, the sum of nine hundred and fifty Pounds eighteen
ShilJings and two Pence, in full discharge of their Accounts
exhibited to this Court, for fitting out the two Armed Vesseb
called the Sloop Machias Liberty and Schooner Diligent,
commanded by Captain Jeremiah Obr£en, which was done
by order of this Court.

Further Resolved, That the sum of twenty-one Pound:;
four Shillings and five Pence, be alJowed and paid to Mr.
Michaelllodge, for the use of Jackson, Tracy 8r Tracy,
in full discharge of their Account exhibited to this Court,
for sundry Supplies whieh the said Captain Jeremiah Obrien
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received of said Jackson, Tracy Sf Tracy, for the use of
the two abovesaid Armed Vessels, before the Committee
of Correspondence for Newburyport received the order of
Court.

The Secretary, by order of the major part of the Coun-
.

cil, went down to the honourable House, with the following
Message, viz :

"Gentlemen of the Rouse of Representatives:
"The Council are informed that there are a number of

Cannon On Castle-Island, which have been no further in-
jured by our enemies than having been spiked up; and as
they may be immediately wanted for the defence of this
Colony, the Council recommend to the honourab1e House
that they take the earJiest opportunity to employ some suit-
able persons to unspike the touchholes; and that garrison-
carriages, and other necessary implements, be provided for
them, that they may be fit for use.

"
In the name and by order of the Council:

"JAMES OTIs."

.Whereas this Court has received information that John
Parke, the Deputy Quartermaster-General of the Army of
the United Colonies, and Richard Duff, his Clerk, are arrest-
ed at the suit of William Thompson, Merchant, in an action
of trespass, whereon the said Thompson compJains that the
said John and Richard broke and entered his dwelling-
house, and made an assault on his person, and broke his
household furniture in said house very much; am! it being
suggested to this Court that the said John and Richard
entered said house by order of their superior ofJicers, to
quarter soldiers there, and it appearing to said Court that,
in the present state of our pubJick aflilirs, the producing suits
against persons employed in said Army for their entering
the houses and enclosures of the inhabitants of this Colony,
in support of said Anny, would have a tendency more dan-
gerous than the suspending such suits for the present:

It is therefore Resolved, That there shall be no Suit pro-
duced or prosecuted, nor any 'Yrit or Precept served on any
Officer or private Soldier now in, or that have been in, the
Army aforesaid, the last or present campaign, for any entry
by them made on Houses or Lands in this Colony, while
they were in the sen-ice of the said Colonies; and all
Sheriffs, and other officers, are commanded to take notice
and govern themselves accordingly, and that they do not
execute or return any'Yrit against such person now in their
hands, or that shall hereafter be delivered them, until this
Court shan further consider of this matter, and reconsider
this Resolve.

Whereas his Excellency General Washington has direct-
ed the Surgeon-General of the Continental Army to pro-
cure what Medicines may be obtained in the Town of Bos-
ton, for the use of said Army; and as it appears there are
Drugs of various kinds left in the Shops and Stores of ~yl-
vester Gardner and William Perkins, late inhabitants of
Boston:

Therefore Resolved, That whatever Drugs and l\Iedi-
cines are found in the Stores or Shops of the above-men-
tioned Sylvester Gardner and William Perkin$, (Iled from
Boston,) be delivered to Doctor .Morgan, Surcreon-Gene-
ral of the Continental Army; and any person °or persons
who have the care of the said DruO"s or Medicines are
hereby directed to deliver the same ac~ordingly.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General of this Colony
be, and he hereby is, empowered and directed to inflJrHlhim-
self with respect to the number of Cannon now lyinfT at
Boston aod Castle-Island, which are the property ofOthis
Colony; and that he cause to be cleared out and repaired
an those which he judges can be made fit for use.

Ordered, That Captain Tfltherton and Mr. Whitney be
on the Committee appointed to procure Teams to transport
the Baggage and Stores of the Army to Rhode-Island.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, April 2, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, Caleb Cushing, Joseph
Gerrish, John Whetcomb, EIdad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles
Chauncy, Samue] Holten, Michael Farley, Jabez Fisher, John Tay-
lor, Benjamin White, Joseph Palmer, Esquires.

On the Petition of William Cushing, Esq., prayinO'for a
grant as Justice of the Superior Court: °

Resolved, That there be granted to the Petitioner the
sum of two hundred Pounds, in consideration of his faithful
sprvices in time past, which shall be in full until this time,
that Court not having met any time within a year past.

Whereas one Jolm Rich, who was master of the Sloop
Success, and sent to this Court by the Committee of Safety
of j"llajorbigwaduce, for supplying the enemy in Boston some
time past with Provisions or necessarics for their subsistence;
the facts appearing by the depositions and papers attending
said Rieh to be true,

Tberefore Resolved, That the said Rich be committed
to some Jail in this Colony which the Council shall direct,
until the further order of this Court, upon failure of his
giving bond with sureties agreeable to a IOlTIlCrResolve of
this Court.

Ordered, That the said Rich be sent to the Jail at Ips-
wich.

Resolvcd, That there be paid OLltof the publick Trea-
sury, to George Kilbourn, the sum oC seven Pounds three
Shillings and six Pence, in full of his account for nursing
and boarding two Soldiers wounded in the battle of Bun-
ker's Hill. .

Petition of the Committee of Correspondence for the
County of JlVorccster, in Convention, setting fc)rth: That
your Memorialists, so:icitous for the peace and good order
of tbe County, see wIth concern tbat the Courts of General
Sessions of the Peace and Common Pleas, are ordered to
be opened before the new fee-table is established, which the
good people of this County are grieved at, esteeming the
!ate fee-table too high and exorbitant; that the wages of tbe
officers in the Army bear too great a proportion with those
of the privates, which your :l\femorialists humbly concei\-e
to be the reason why the Anny is so long in completing, by
which means the Colony is put to extraordinary cost in raising
levies;. that having but one Register il1 the County for re-
cording deeds, &0., renders securities precarious, by being
more exposed to casualties than if there were a Register's
Office l{(~ptin each town, which would save great expense
of money and time to the inhabitants of the County.

Read, and committed to the Committee on the state of
the Province.

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to inquire
of Monsieur Le Baron de T1loedtke, Chevalier del order de -
St. Jean de Jerusalem et de 111al/a, relative to the design
the Captain, in whose vessel he came, had of going into
Boston, &c., report: That ii'om the account the Baron
gave of the matter, there was reason to suppose the French-
man designed to go into Boston with his cargo; but upon
his being heard in his own justification, and the evidence.
given by Captain Folger, who left the TVest-Indies but a
few days before him, the Committee were of opinion that,
on the whole, it was best to give him up his papers, and
admit him to sell his cargo. The Committee arc further of
opinion, that the Honourable James Otis, Esq., before whom
the Baron was examined, and by whom he was fonvarded
to the Council, had great reason to suppose the master had
formed a design of going into Boston; that his Honour's
conduct herein merits applause, and that the account of the
expenses be laid before the Committee of Accounts for ex-
amination and a]]owance.

Head, and accepted.

Petition of Caleb Green, fc)r and in behalCof JoAn Akin,
Joseph RU$sell, Henry Wait, John Barrow, JlVilliarn Tal/-
lor, and JlValter Wood, setting forth: That the said John
Akin, as Master of the Sloop Greyhound, and the said
Bussell, TVait, Barrow, Taylor, and Wood, as 1\1ate and
Mariners, sailed some timo in ~JJ1archlast, in the Colony
service, for Philade~}hia; that on the 27th or 2Bth day of
JYlarch, being on their return' from Philadelphia, they were
taken by one of tbe tenders belonging to the King of Great
Britain; that one Wallace, the Captain of the tender, is
ready to exchange the said Captain and Mariners for as
many prisoners being delivered to him; and he threatens,
unless a speedy exchange is made, to send the said Master
and 1VJariners to Grcat Britain; wherefore your Petitioner,
fc)l"and in behalf of the said Master and Mariners, humbly
prays that the honourable Court would order an exchange
of prisoners, that thereby the said Master and Mariners may
not be put to any further hardship and damage.
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Resolved, -That Caleb Green, the within pctition~er,be
aHowed to receive of the Prison-keeper of Taunton, six per-
sons who have been taken fi'om the Navy, under the com-
mand of one Captain Wallace, now in .!\-ewport; the said
Caleb giving his bond to the Sheriff of the County of Bris-
tol, to and for the use of this Colony, in the penal sum of
one hundred Pounds, conditioned that in case he shaH not
exchange the prisoners as aforesaid, whom he shaH receive
for the above John, Joseph, llenry, John, Taylor, and TVood,
he will return the prisoners whom he shall receive for the
above persons, to the Prison-keeper in said Taunton, within
fourteen days from the time he shaH receive said prisonf'rs;
and the Keeper of said Prison is hereby directed to conform
himself according to this order, provided the said Caleb
Green shaH give security as above directed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, April 3,1776,

Present in Council: Honourahle James Otis, Caleh Cushing, Thomas
Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin
I,;ncoln, John \Vinthrop, Charles Chauncy, Miehael Farley, Joseph
Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Ben-
jamin White, Esquires,

Petition of Bartelemi Wasanis, setting forth:' That he is
an inhabitant of the Island of St. Domingo, from whence
he set sail in January ]ast for the Colonies. That your Pe-
titioner had the misfortune, when he approached this coast,
to meet with adverse winds and stormy weather, which drove
his vessel on shore on Cape-Cod, where he saved the most
of his cargo, (being molasses,) which he afterwards sold the

most part of to the Commissary-General of the Continental
Army, for which your PetitioMr must take paper money.
Your Honours must be sensible such money will be of no
service to your Petitioner in the ~Preru:h West-Indies. Y Qur
Petitioner therefore prays your Honours to grant him ]iberty
to purchase some oil, spermaceti candles, lumber, and a
small quantity of provisions, for the use of St. Domingo
only. Your Honours will require no arguments to convince
you that the French must give up trading with the Er~f!,'lish
Colonies, if they are under a necessity to carry away nothing
but paper money. Your Petitioner therefore prays your
Honours to take his case into consideration, and give him
such relief as to you in your wisdom shall seem meet.

Read, and committed to Thomas Cushing and Benjamin
White, Esquires, with Mr. Ellis, Captain Batchelder, and
Colonel Lovell.

The Committee of both Hous3s, appointed to consider
the Petition of Bartelemi T¥asanis, have attended that ser-
vice, and report as their opiniou: That his case, as set forth
in said petition, being ~omcwhat singular and distressing,
the prayer thereof be so far granted that he have liberty to
purchase oil, spermaceti candles, lumber, and a small quan-
tity of provisions, not exceeding one thousand Pounds in
the whole, (being nearly the nett proceeds of his cargo,)
and the same to ship for the sale and only use of the Island
of St. Domingo; the said Petitioner to give hond, with one
sufficient surety, to the Receiver-General of this Colony,
in the penal sum of one thousand Pounds, that said oil,

,candles, lumber, and provisions, shall be safely landed in
,said Island, the danger of the seas and enemies only ex-
cepted; and upon sufficient certificate being produced to
the Receiver-General of this Colony for the time being,
that said effects have been landed. as aforesaid, exceptinO'
only as aforesaid, that then said bond shall be cancelled by
such Receiver-General. J POSEPH ALMER,per order.

Read, and accepted, and thereupon
Resolved, That the prayer of said Petition be so far

granted that the Petitioner have liberty to purchase Oil,
Spermaceti Candles, Lumber, and a small quantity of Pro-
visioJ1s, not exceeding one thousand Pounds in the whole,
being the nett proceeds of his cargo, and the same to ship
for the sale and only use of the Island of St. Domingo; the
said Petitioner giving bond, with one sufficient surety, to
the Receiver-General of this Colony, in the penal sum of
one thousand Pounds, that said Oil, Candles, Lumber, and
Provisions, shaH be safe]y landed in said Island, the dan-
ger of the seasand enemies only excepted; and upon suffi-
cient certificate being produced to the Receiver-::General of
this Colony for the time being, that said effects have been
landed as aforesaid, excepting only as aforesaid, that then
said bond shaH be cancelled by such Receiver-General.

Ordered, That Benjamin Greenle~f, Esq., be of the Com-
mittee on the state of the Province, in the room of Willicrm
Sever, Esq., who is absent.

A.n engrossed Bill, entitled" An Act to prevent the
forging Bills of Publick Credit," having passed the House
of Representatives to be engrossed,

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
rence to be engrossed.

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to lay before
this Court a sketch of Boston Harbour, and examine and
report particularly the number of passages there are for
ships into the same, &c., have attended the business assigned
them, and report the sketch of the Harbour of Boston here-
with, and the following answers to the questions proposed
in our commission:

~,How many passages are there for ships into the Harbour
of Boston, and what distance are they frol11 the Capital ?'"

Strict]y speaking, there are but three: The north most,
(between Pulling-Point and the north end of Deer-Island,)
a narmw and very crooked channel, running on the back of
Apple-Island, seldom used except by fishing vessels and
light coasters; this passage is about four miles ffom Boston.
The next is the ship-channel, which leads from the Light-
House through the Narrows, and enters the harbour be-
tween the east end of Long-Island and the south point of
Deer-Island,(here the passage in at Broad-Sound unites with
this,) and is about five miles from Boston. The other leads
from the Light-House, south fmm George's Island, through
Nantasket-Road, and runs between Rat'nsford-Island and
Long-Island, and enters the hqrbour between the west head
of Long-Island and the east head of the ~Moon,so called j
this is about the same distance fmm Boston.

" What is the depth of the water in and the width of the
channel at each passage, the height of the land adjoining,
and the distance therefrom to the opposite side of the chan-
nel ?"

As the northern passage is not navigable for the small'~st
ship of war, the Committee make no further observation
relative to it. The next is the ship-channel, which le~ds
through the Narrows, (here the water is about five fathoms
deep at low water, width of the channel uncertain,perhaps
fiftyrods, and the adjoining lands low,) and enters the harbour
between Long-Island and Deer-Island, as aforesaid. The
width of the channel at the entrance is about three-quarkrs
of a mile.

The adjoining land, on the south side of the channeJ, viz:
Long-Island, is about ninety feet high, and little more than
three-quarters of a mile to the opposite side of the channel j
depth of water from six to fourteen fathom.

The other passage, viz: between Long-Island and the
j}loon, so called-width of the channel, about eighty rods;
depth of the water, thirteen feet. The adjoining land, viz:
the JJ:loon,ninety-four feet high; distance therefrom to the
opposite side of the channel, three-eighths of a mile.

"~Whether it is necessary to the best good of the Colony
and its Capital, that all the passagesto the Town of Boston
should be open; and what are the advantages and what are
the disad\'antages which will result. from stopping either;
and which, jf any, ought to be stopped ?"

Your Committee are of opinion that it is not necessary to
the best good of the Colony, or the Capital thereof, that aU
thepassages thereto should be kept open; for if the passageto

, the Narrows only is stopped, or the depth of water reduced,
there will be sufficient passages left open for all merchant
ships; as it hath been affirmed, by persons skilledin mili-
tary and maritime affairs, that a fleet of ships, with a le~ld-
ing gale of wind and flood tide, pass with so great velocity
as to run little or no hazard in passing by a strong fortifica-
tion,as was experienced at Quebeck, in the course of the
last war. If so, it seems to be as necessary to reduce the
depth of water in the Narrows, as it is to fortify the Island,
or any otber places; because it is there only that capital
sbips of war can pass, and therefore there, above all other
places, as it is easiest effected, their efforts to enter the har-
bour should be effec;tually obstructed. '

"Where can fortifications be erected most easj]y to resist
the enemy in their attempts to enter the Harbour afore-
said ?"

On the east end of Long-Island, and on the Island called
the .ltloon, (on the east head thereof,) and on the east head
of Pettick's Island, with necessary redoubts.
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"Can a communication be kept up between said posts
and the main, in case of a siege, and are they commanded
by any neighbouring hil1s?" , .

Redoubts and block-houses on the eminences of Long-
Island, (one of which is the only neighbouring hill that
commands the east head thereof,) with proper covered
ways from one to the other, will secure a retreat to the
.1I100n, which communicates with Sqnantum-Neck at low
water, almost dry shod. The post on the east head of the
Moon, so called, is not commanded by any neighbouring
hills. Pettick's Island is so near the town of Hull, that a
safe retreat to it is covered by the guns of the proposed tort
thereon; besides, they may retreat the length of the Island
to the town of Braintree. This point is commanded only
by a hill on the same Island, and a garrison there may be
supplied with water, and a retreat be secured from it by
some redoubts, &c. .

"
Whether at all times these posts can be supplied with

water ?"
No doubt but they may, as there appears to be springs of

fresh water on aU tbese Islands.
Your Committee beg lea \'e further to suggest, that in

case it should be thought proper to reduce the depth of
water in the channel at the Narrows, aI)rl erect a fortifica-
tion on the east head of Long-Island, it would be difficult,
if no~ impossible, for the enemy to rE'move the obstruction
in the Nan'ows, as it is open to the fire from such fortifica-
tion. That if the Narrows are stopped, the capital ships
can have no safe harbour above the Light-House; below it,
they cannot ride, save to the westward of George's Island,
called Nantas7cet-Road, which may at all times be com-
manded by a battery on the east head of Pettic/c's lyland.

That the passage in, by the way of Broad-Sound, so
called, is very difficult navigation; but that there is, as your
Committee are informed, four fathom of water. It is pos-
sible that vessels between the size of Ij'igates and what are
called capital ships, although they never have attempted,
yet in case the Narrows should be stopped, may in future
attempt to pass to the Capital that way; therefore, as the
channel is very nalTOWbetween what is called the lYI£ddlc-
Ground and Castle-Island, whether it would not be best to
reduce the depth of water there also.

That besides these posts above-mentioned, there are many
others which may be fortified with small expe05e, and win
promote the general design of secming the harbour afore-
said, and the neighbouring towns.

BENJAMIN LINCOLN, per order.
In the House of Representatives: Read, and Major Haw-

ley, Mr. Sull£val/!, Mr. Nichols, Mr. Phillips, and Colonel
Orne, with such as the honourable Board shaH join, be a
Committce to consider the same, and the sketch of the Har-
bour of Boston accompanying, and report \vhat places they
apprehend are proper to lortify, without delay.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and John Whetcomb,
Benjamin Lincoln, Joseph Palmer, and Moses Gill, Es-
quires, are joined.

Whereas this Court have received information that con-
~iderable parts of the Real and Personal Estates of the
Mandamus Connsellors, Commissioners of the Customs, and
other open and avowed enemies to the rights and liberties
of Amerl~ca, who have departed this Colony since April
19th, 1775, are now in the occupation and possession of
persons who have clandestinely taken the same, and others
under pretence of gift, sa]e, 91'attachment, claim a right to
hold and enjoy such Estate and effects, by ,vhieh practices
the publick or individuals may be greatly injured:

For prevention whereof, Resolued, That the Committee
appointed to takc inventories of, and secure, till the further
order of this Court, the Estate and effects of said abscon-
deI's, in the Town of Boston, he, and hereby are empowered
to cause any such person or persons, as they know, and
have good cause to suspect have in their occupation, or
possession, any Estate, late the property of the aforesaid
:Mandamus Counsellors, &c., and them to examine thereon,
and, if need be, to require answers upon oath, respecting the
concealment or corit'eyance of said effects as the law allows
in similar cases with respect to the effects of intestates; and
said Committee are also authorized and directed to take into
their, possession and secure such Estate and effects, as also
the Estate and effects oC any persons in Great Britain,
which, by virtue and powers of attorney, were under the

care and direction of said Mandamus CounselIors, &c., until
the further order of this Court, any attachment or civil pro-
cess made or commenced since the 19th of April last not-
withstanding.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Eleazer 1-Varner, the sum of two
Pounds, in full for the loss he sustained in the battle of
Bunker's Hill.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday, April 4, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, Benjamin Greenleaf, Calc/)
Cushing, Thomas Cushing, John \Vinthrop, Joseph Gerrish, John
WheteorHh, Bldad Tay!or, Benjamin Linco!n, Charles Channcy,
Michael Fark)', Joseph Paln.cr, :Samuel Holten, !\roses GilJ, John
Taylor, Benjamin 'Vhite, I::squires,

In the Jlouse of Repl'esentatives: Ordered, That the
Reso]ves of Congress, just recein~d, be cOlnmitted to . . . .
. . . . . with such as the honourable Board may join, to
consider the same and report.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and JosephPalmer
and Samuelllolten, Esquires, are joined.

Ordered, That the Colonels of the late reinforcement [0
the Continental Army do make up their Rolls, and lodge
them for examination and allowance.

The Committee appointed to take under consideration
the erecting a ~lonument to the memory of the Honourable
Major-General Joseph Tflllrl"en, beg leave to report, that
they bave attended that service, and find that the place
where his.body was buried is discovercd, and that the Lodge
of Freemasons in this Colony, whereof he was late Grand
Master, are desirous of taking IIp the said deceased's remains,
and, in the usual funeral solemnities of that Society, to de-
cently inter the same, [lnd that his friends are consenting
thereto. Wherefore your Committee are of opinion that the
said Lodge have leave to put their said intentions into exe-
cution, in such a manner as that the Government of this
Colony may hereafter have an opportunity to erect a Monu-
ment to the memory of that worthy, valiant, and patriotick .
American.

JAMES SULLIVAN, per order.

Read, and accepted, and the said Lodge has leave to put
their intentions as aforesaid into execution accordingly.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the pubIick Trea-
sury, to Jonathan Crosby, the sum of five Pounds eight
Shillings, in fuI! of his account of losses sustained in the
battle of Bun7cer's lIill.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
suryof this Colony, to ~loses Richardson, the sum of one
Pound fou~ Shillings, in full for a Greatcoat lost by him in
the battle of Bunker's 11ill.

In Council: The Council having been informed by Mr.
John Kinney and Mr. Thomas Black, that a small sloop,
loaded with English goods, from Boston to Halifax, having
on board a certain Jolly Allen, and six or more other Tories,
with about twenty women and some children, was cast on
shore about a week since at Provincetown, upon the Cape,
and that said vessel has the small-pox on board:

Therefore Ordered,_ That Benjamin Greenleaf and Jo-
seph Palmer, with such as the honourable House may join,
be a Committee to consider what is proper to be done
relative to this atf:lir, and report.

In the IIouse of Representatives: Read, and concurred,
and Mr. FalJyan; Colonel Mitchell, and Colonel Freeman,
are joined.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the puhlick Trea-
sury of this CoJony, to Benjamin Ball, the sum of four
Pounds nine Shillings, in full fol' the losses his SOIlmet with
in the battle of Blinker's Ilill.

Adjourned to Iline o'clock, to-morrow morning.

FridilJ', April 5, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable .James Otis, Benjamin Greenleaf, Caleb
Cushing, John \'Vinthrop, JOSl'ph Gerrish, John 'Vhctcornb, Eldad
Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, MichadFar1ey, Joseph
PalRler, §lmucl Holten, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin "Thi~,
}<~8quiretr

'In Cmi]tcil: Ordered, That Joseph Palmer, wioth such
as the honourable House shall join, be a Committc!} to give
directions IiJr the fortifying Baston Harbour.
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- In the Ilouse of RepresentaHves,' Read, and concurred,
and Nathan Cushing, Esq., is joined.

Memorial of lFilliam Sever and Thomas Durfee, setting
forth: That your Memorialists were, by this honourable
Court, with others, appointed of a Committee for building
and equipping sundry armed vessels, which were proposed
to be rigged sloops; that your Memorialists are of opinion
the two vessels they are now building fix that purpose are
of such size that it will be very inexpedient to rig them as
sloops. They therefore request that they may be authorized
and directed by your HonouF.; to rig and fix the said ves-
sels as brigantines. Your Memorialists would also repre-
sent to your Honours, that they are unable to purchase duck
tor sails for the said vessels; and if your Honours think
proper, they pray that the Commissary-General be directed
to supply them with eighteen bolts of duck, out of the
Colony stores, for each of the said vessels.

Read, and committed to Moses Gill, Esq., with Mr. Perry
and Capt~in Cutter. .

The Committee of both Houses, to whom the foregoin<r
Petition was committed, have considered the same, and ar~
of opinion, that William Sever and Thomas Durfee, Esquires,
two of the Committee for building and equipping sundry
armed vessels, have leave to rig the two vessels they are
now building into brigantines, instead of sloops, as was first
intended, brigantines being of more genpral service, and
best answering their intended use. Your Committee are
also of an opinion, that it will be expedient for William
Sever and 1Ywmas Durfee, Esquires, part of the Committee
aforesaid, to receive from Richard Devens, Esq., the Com-
missary-General of this Colony, thirty-six bolts' of duck,
"hich will be necessary for the furnishin<Tsaid brirTantines
with sails.

0 0

MOSES GILL, per order.

Read, and accepted, and thereupon

Resolved, That the said William Sever and Thomas Dur-
fee, Esquires, accordingly rig the two vessels they are now
building. into Brigantines, instead of Sloops, and that they

. receive from Richard Devens, Esquire, tbe Commissary-
General of this Colony, thirty-six bolts of Duck, wherewith
to furnish said Brigantines with sails.

Ordered, That the Committee appointed to consider
what is proper to be done with those persons in Boston
who have appeared to be inimical to the Colonies, be direct-
ed to consider what is proper to be done with the effects of
such as may be confined by order of Court, and report.

Ordered, That Colonel Lovell and Colonel Dwight be
of the Committee on Commissaries' Accounts, in the room
of Mr. rVheeler and Mr. Rawson, absent.

The Committee appointed to consider what is proper to
b~ done relative to a sloop having on board Jolly Allen and
others, said to be cast ashore at Provincetown, on Cape- Cod,
take leave to report as their opinion: That a Committee be
appointed to repair to said Provincetown forthwith, and
there take such measures as may be needful to prevent the
persons who were on board said sloop from making their es-
cape, or from communicating the infection of the small-pox
to any of the inhabitants. The said Committee likewise to
take the most effectual measures for the securing the said
sloop, with all the cargo and effects on board; and in case any
part thereof has been taken out and distributed, that they
coJlcet the whole thereof, and cause the same to be deposited
in such manner as that it may be forthcoming at the order
of this Court, taking as particular inventory thereof as they
conveniently can. The said Committee to be authorized
to require the aid of the sea-coast men stationed there, or of
any others, as they may think proper, for the fuJly accom-
plishing this business.

BENJAMINGREENLEAF,per order.

Read, and accepted,
And Ordered, That Joseph Pearse Palmer, Esquire,

with Major Demick and Colonel Cobb, be a Committee for
the purpose mentioned in the above Report.

Ordered, That Jedediah Foster and Jabez Fisher, Esq's,
be of the Committee to concur and pay Accounts, in the
room of Benjamin Lincoln, Esq., excused, and Joh)J Taylor,
Esq., absent.

.

Whereas, there hath been exbibited to this Court, by
their Committee, a list of persons now residing in tbe Town

of Bo~t?n,. in the Co~nty of Suffolk, who are apprehended
to be 11lll11lCalto the mterest of tbe United Colonies, and of
this Colony; and as their being suffered to go at large may
be attended witb danger to the publick, as well as affor::l
them an opportunity of escaping from justice:

Therefore Resolved, That the Honourable Joseph Pal-
mer and Benjamin White, Esq's, Joseph Greenkaf, Samud
Niles, Thomas Penniman, Theophilus Cush1'nrr,a~d Thc-
mas Crafts, Esquires, Justice:! of the Peace in~and for said
County, be, and they or either ofthem are hereby directed
immediately to issue their warrant, directed to the Sheriff of
said County, his Under Sheriff, or either of his Deputies, or
tI:e Constables of any town within said County, requiring
him or them forthwith to apprehend and brinrr before them

I .
""or t le majOr p~rt of them, .at such place in said County as

they shall appomt, the bodies of all the persons contained
in said list, viz: John Lovell, Jun., Samuel Danforth, Timo-
thy Prout, George Lush, Hopestill Capen, Augustus Moore
Thomas Amory, Thomas Edwards, Edward Wentworth'
William Clarke, John Field, William Perry, John Ervin/
Esq., Stephen Greenleaf, Esq., John Timmins, James Pe~~~
leins, Ralph Inman, Richard Green, Daniel I-Iubbard Jo-
seph Turell, Nathaniel Carey, Edward Hutchinson, D~tor
Miles Whitworth, John Hunt, tertius, Nathaniel Brindk1{
Isaac Greenwood, Doctor Isaac Rand, Jun., Doctor Jam;';
Lloyd, John Hodgson, Doctor Thomas Cast, Samuel 11'1:.i-
nott, Edward Davis, Downe Cheever, Joseph Laughton
Jerem1'ahAllen, Samuel Bradstreet, Doctor James Pecke~<
8amu~l Wallis, Richard Billings, Benjamin Phillips, John
Haskzns, Shubael Hewes, Bar. Wall, John Stevens 1Vii-
liam Davies, John Homans, John Magner, John Ri~e, S;-
meon Stoddard, Cakb Blanchard, John Bryant, Captain
Conner, Shippy. Townsend, Tho.mas Clemens,Joseph Clarh,
Edmund Goohn, Ambrose Vzncent, ~loses Pitcher, John
IIowe'7'fl;ufus fJ.reen, ~enjamin. Green, Benja;nin Green,
Jr., Thllwm naIt Wallz.s,Jeremwh Jones Jenkms, Clwrlcs
IVhitworth, Ebenezer Allen, one Blaisdel, Stephen Fuller-
ton, Samuel Gore, Ebenezer Norwood, Richard 'A'Iadden,
John Tufts, John Fillis, Samuel Buljin~h, William Downe
Cheever, Jacob Wendell, one Roffin a Dutchman' John
Green, William Parker, Andrew 'A'lcKean, Thomds Tur-
ner, Job Pri-nce, John Gray, William Rodgers, and Tho-
mas Mewse; all of whom are now residing in said Boston'
together with many others, in said Boston, which are, o~
may be.complain.ed of, havi~g designs to act, or having act-
ed agamst the fights of this or the other United Colonie,
or of having in any manner aided, abetted, or assisted, tb~
enemies of the United Colonies, or either of them. And tbe
s~id Justices of the Peace, or the major part of them, are
dIrected, as .soon as m~y be, strictly to examine said persons,
and to consider the eVidence that may be procured and laid
before them in the premises, and ihat they, without delav
safe secure all such persons, which they may jud0-e ba;~
acted, or are acting as enemies, spies, or traitors, t~ this Of
the other Co]onies, eithe~ by takin& suffi~ient bonds, pay-
able to the Treasury of tlus Colony, tor thelf good behaviour,
or appearance at some Court proper to try them, or causin<r
them to be committed to Jail, as the nature and ag(Travatio~
of their several crimes may admit or not admit of bailor
the apprehension of danger to the publick from their rr~ing

. at large, may require. .

0

CALEB CUSHING, per order.

Read, and accepted.

Petition of the Inhabitants of the Town of Boston sel'-
ting forth: That the said inhabitants apprehend thems~]v~:s
very insecure in their habitations, being deprived of the'ir
ar;ns by the perfidy of .Gen:ral Gage; and as many of the
shIps of the enemy are m tins harbour, and may at any time
be brought up to cannonade the town, and again disperse the
inhabitants aforesaid, having no sufficient batteries to repel or
keep them back, the inhabitants therefore, in duty to thelIl-
s.elves,and to save the Continent the expense or-again repel-
Img the enemy,_ and to prevent further depredation, humbly
pray your Honours that some proper steps may be immediaw-
ly taken to prevent the return of the enemy, either by erectinrT
forts at proper passes, sinking hulks in the channels, or OtlIeI~
w~se secure said town in su.ch m~nner as your Honours may
tlunk best, that the present mhabltants may continue and the
dispersed may return, without fear of future molest~tion.

Read, and committed to the Gommittee on the state of
the Colony.



1265 MASSACHl7SETTS COUNCIL, APRIL, 1776. 1266'

Resolved, That there be paid out of the puhlick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Captain Stephen Rice, for the use of
the Selectmen of Hardwick, in full of their Ac.count for
Bread, &c., supplied the Army.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the puhlick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Moses Gill, Esquire, for the use of
the Selectmen of Princetown, the sum of eighteen Pounds
fifteen Shillings and seven Pence, in full of their Account for
sundries supplied the Army.

The Petition of Dr. Samuel Cooper, praying the loan of
some Tories' Household Furniture; read again, and recom-
mitted to Mr. Sullivan and Colonel Sawyer, with ~"loses Gill,
Esquire.

The Committee appointed to consider whether the en-
couragement already given for erecting Powder-l Hills is
sufficient, reported: That as the bounty already offered has
proved insufficient for the purposes designed, a Committee
be forthwith appointed to erect a Powder-Mill in the Town
of Sutton, at the expense of this Colony, with all possible
expedition, and on the best plan for manufacturing Gun-

PowdCl'. A 0 d. ZOR RNE, pcr or er.

Read, and accepted, and Mr. Edward Putnam, and Mr.
Abijah Burbank, of Sutton, are appointed a Committee for
the purpose above expressed.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he here-
by is, directed to deliver to the Honourable Richard Derby,
Jun., Esquire, and Mr. Josiah Batchelder, Jun., or either of
their orders, thirty-two bolts of Duck, to be applied for the
use of two armed vessels which they are to build and equip
for the service of this Colony.

The Committee of hath Houses, appointed to take under
consideration the Petition of the Rev. Doctor Cooper, beg
leave to report the following Resolve:

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to take an in-
ventory of the Estates belonging to the persons who have
fled from Boston with the British Fleet and Army, be, and
they hereby are, ordered and directed to deliver the said Dr.
Cooper so much Household Furniture, of the Estates afore-
said, as he may find necessary to furnish his House with, he
giving his receipt to said Committee therefor, and being
accountable to this or some future General Court of this
Colony for the same.

Read, and accepted, and the said Committee are directed
to deliver to Dr. Cooper so much Household Furniture, as
aforesaid, as he may find necessary to furnish his House with,
he giving his receipt therefor to said Committee, and being
accountable for the same to the General Court.

Ordered, That Mr. Guild, Mr. Bent, Mr. Perry, Cap-
tain Hodcres, and Colonel Smith, be of the Committee to
procure ~eams for the Deputy Quartermaster-General and
Colonel Knox.

Alljourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

aforesaid, and that all pleas, processes, writs, actions, suits
issued or to be issued, complaints, precepts, recognisances,
and all other matters and things returnable, and having, and
that should have had day in the said Court if the same were
holden the said second Tuesday of April current, shall be
returnable and have day in the said Court on the said fourth!
Tuesday of October next, and shall abide and continue
unto that time, and shall then be proceeded on, heard, and'
determined, to all intents and purposes as effectuaIly as if
said Court were held on the said second Tuesday of April
current.

A Bill for amending an Act passed in NOt'cmber last, enti-
tled

"
An Act for encouraging the fixing out of Armed Ves-

sels, &c.," having passed the House of Representatives to be
engrossed:

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
rence to be engrossed.

Ordered, That the Committee for fortifying the Harbour
of Boston be directed immediately to take a view of Nod-
dle's Island, and report to this Court what time it will
probably take a Regiment, consisti;lg of seven hundred and
twenty-eight men, to perform the business of fortifying said
Harbour.

Petition of Israel Stoddard and Woodbridge Little, of
Phtsfield, setting forth: That in the months of Jlclay and
June last past, your Petitioners, at different times, were ap-
prehended and conveyed before the Committees of this and
several neighbouring towns, on a general suspicion that your
Petitioners were not duly attached to the ri.ghts and liberties
of their country, and with a professed design to obtain from
them some assurances that they would adhere to the resolu-
tions of the honourable Continental Congress, or any future
Geneml Assembly of this Colony. That your Petitioners,
before said Committees, acknowledged that they had dis-
sented from many of their fellow-countrymen with respect
to some measures which had been adopted and pursued; but
still declared that, in all their conduct, they were wiIling. to
conform to the resolutions aforesaid, and to contribute their
proportion townrds the general support and defence of our
constitutional rights and privileges; of all which your Peti-
tioners gave assurances to the declared satisfaction of said
Committees. That said Committees, with respect to one of
your Petitioners, resolved that he should pay all the costs
that said several Committees should judge proper, standing
committed until he should comply; though, at the time of
the trial of your other Petitioner, said Committees omitted to
make such particular resolve, but soon after discovered their
determination to be the same respecting each of your Peti-
tioners. That your Petitioners made various objections
against such determination, as unprecedented, unwarranted,
and arbitrary; but finally agreed that if said Committees
would show that, by virtue of any resolve of the General or
Provincial Congress, they were authorized and empowered
thus to tax us in costs, that we, your Petitioners, would rea-
dily respond the s;;tme, and that we did not think ourselves

S t d A ' I 6 177
"

holden to do it. 'Vhereupon your Petitioners have been un-a ur ay, pn, <P,
I d

.
11 f I ' I 'P

. C 'I H bJ J O . B ' ' G I f C mo este t] 0 ate res pectmg t ]e Payment of the saId costs ,resent U1 ounCl: onoura e ames tiS, enJamlO reen ea, a- . ,
JebCushing,John Winthrop,Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb,Eldad th0.ugh ].t ha,s been a matter of constant complamt and un-
Taylor, BenjaminLincoln, CharlesChauncy, MichaelFarley, Joseph easmess m tillS town. That your Petitioners have ever since
Palm~r,Samuel Holten, Moses Gill, John Taylor, Benjamin White, carefully obeyed and strictly adhered to the resolutions ofEsqUires

h C ' I C P " I C
.

. , t e ontmenta ongress, roVItlCIa ongress, and General
In the House of Represe~,(at1Ves:'The House made chOlc,e Assembly of this Colony, and are still disposed to do the

of Jonathan: .l!r?wn, as FIrst Major. of the ~eventh Regl- same, though we have the unhappiness to live in that part
ment. of MI~]tIa In the Coun~y of JlcIz~1dlesex, m the room of of the Colony where some of the resolves and orders of the
Wilham Hz~dreth, who dechnes servmg. General Court are at least called in question, if not reaJly

In Counczl: Read, and concurred. contemned and disobeyed; and thus to do, we think ourselves
Whereas the Superior Court of Judicature, Court of As- holden not only by our afore-mentioned engagement, but by

size, and General Jail Delivery, for the County of Middlesex, virtue of every consideration which can influence a good
according to law should be holden at Concord, in the said member of society to desire to avoid the mischiefs of a state
County, on the second Tuesday of April current: And of anarchy and confusion on the one hand, and to obtain the
whereas several of the Justices and officers of the said Court blessings of order and good government on the other. That
are members of this Court, which is likely to continue sit- the Committee of this town, not finding themselves otherwise
ting beyond the said time, and it is probable that matters of empowered to tax and recover said costs, have procured it to
great importance may require the attendance of all the mem- be inserted, amongst other things, as an article in the warrant
bers of the Court at that time: of our annual town-meeting for the present year, "to see if

' Therefore Resolved, That the said Court be, and hereby the town will direct their said Committee what method to
is, adjourned to the fourth Tuesday of October next, being take to J-ecover pay for handling persons that appeared to be
the time at which the Superior Court of Judicature, Court inimical to their country for time back and future." Where-
of Assize and General Jail Delivery for the said County, is upon the town, by their vote, (in which all persons who had
by law appointed to be holden at Cambridge, ill the County a pretence of demands for costs were allowed to act,) have

FOURTH SERlES.-VOL. v. 80
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directed their Cammittee to. tax said casts, bath back and
future; and in case af refusal af payment, to. cammit the per-
san refusing to. Jail, ar atherwise canfine him as they shall
think praper ; all which yaur Petitianers think to.he repugnant
'to. the first principles af English liberty, and an unrea-
sanable and illegal exercise af the pawers with which tawns
-in this Calany are invested. Y aur Petitianers cannat but be
humbly af apinian, that so. lang as they make the resalves
af the General Can gress, and af this hanaurable Caurt, the
rule af their canduct, and are dispased to. support and abey
the gaad and whalesame laws af this Pravince, they are
entitled to. protectian, and are to. be viewed and treated as
friends to. the general cause af America, and are to. be re-
lieved ap'ainst all arbitrary and illegal attempts af any persan
0.1'any bady af men whatsaever. Yaur Petitianers, there-
fare, mast humbly pray that this hanourable Caurt wauld
take the premises into. their wise cansideratian, and that
they wauld make such orders and resalves as shall give
yaur Petitianers relief fram the affrant af the said tawn
order and vate, if yaur Hauaurs in yaur wisdam shall judge
proper. .

On readinp' and cansiderinp' the faregaing Petitian :
" " fP 'Resolved, That the inhabitants af the Tawn a ztts-

field have day an the secand Wednesday af the first sessian
of the next General Caurt, 0.1'Assembly far this Calany, to.
shaw cause in the said Caurt, if any they have, why the
prayer af the ~aid Petitian shauld .nat be &ranted; a~d tha~,
in the mean time, all the praceedmgs agamst the said Pe~l-
tianers, or either af them, an the vate and arder af the said
Tawn af Pittsfield, mentianed in the said Petitian, so. far as
the said vate relates to. such casts and charges as are therein
mentianed, shall be stayed. And far the natifying the in-.
habitants af the said tawn af the cantents af the said Pe-
titian, and this arder therean, that the Petitianer cause the
Tawn Clerk af said Pittsfield to. be served with a capy af
the said Petitian and this Order, attested by the Secretary,
as soon as may be.

Read, with the Answer and Papers accampanying it,
and Ordered, That the same be cammitted to.Calanel Sartel,
Mr. Davis, Captain Washburn, with Thomas Cushing and
Benjamin White, Esquires.

In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That Mr.
Speaker, Captain Cutter, and Calanel Thatcher; ?e a Cam-
mittee, with such as the hanaurable Baard shall ]Om, ~acan-
sider his Excellency General Washington's InstructIans to.
General Ward, and repart.

In Council: Read, and cancurred, and James Otis and
Caleb Cushing, Esquires, are jained.

Adjaurned to. ten a'clock, ]}londay marning.

Monday, April 8, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, Benjamin Greenleaf,
Caleb Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, Eldad Taylor,
Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Samuel HoJten,
Moses Gill, Benjamin White, Esquires.

Ordered, That the Receiver-General af this Calany be
directed to. pay aut the stappages made by the Officers far
Arms and Cartridge-Baxes, supplied by any private persans,
in the same manner as far thase supplied by the Towns or
Officers.

On the Petitian af Thomas Jones, Cammissary af the
Farces statianed at Naushan, praying for directians respect-
in" the buildin" Barracks far said Farces,

°Resolved, That the sftid Cammi;;sary he, and he is herehy
directed, with the assistance af the Saldiers an said statian,
to. build as many Lag-Hauses with the timber an said Island
as will be sufficient for the reception af seventy 0.1'eighty
men, and the said Cammissary is further directed to. pracure
nails and baards sufficient to. build Cabins and caver the
roofs af said Hauses.

Resolved, That there be paid aut af the publick Treasury
af this Calony, to. Thomas fVhite, the sum af faur Paunds
sixteen Shillings, in full far. two manths wages as a Ser-
geant in the Cantin ental Army, he nat being made up in
any Muster-Rail far said service.

Petitian af Jonathan Lowder, setting forth: That he has
been em played as a Gunner at Fort Pownall, under the cam~
mand af Thomas Goldthwait, Esq., anp has done his duty
in said office to. the acceptance of his cammander and ather

afficers, humbly prays yaur Hanaurs that they wauld grant
him a warrant far his pay due to. him an said Goldthwait';;
Pay-Rail, for the Garrison of Fort Pownall.

Resolved, That Jonathan Lowder have leave to. draw
his Pay that is made up to. him an Captain Goldthwait',.
Pay-Rall, far his services as a Gunner at Fort Pownall; and
the Treasurer af this Calany is ardered to. pay the same.

Whereas it is represented that sundry persans have pro-
cured, and are naw using means to. procure, from withaut
this Calany, quantities af Saltpetre, ar the materials there-
far, partly wrought, with a view to. receive from the Trea-
surer af this Colany the price and premium promised far
such as shauld be manufactured within this Colany: Where-
fore, far the preventian of any such fraudulent practices and
impasitians taking place, it is

Resolved, That an such persans as are 0.1'may be ap-
painted by the General Caurt to. receive and pay far Salt-
petre manufactured within this Calany, be directed, and
they hereby are directed, nat to receive and pay far any
quantity that may be brought to. them. respectively for th,~
use af the Calany, until the persan 0.1'persans bringing the
same shall take an aath-which the persans appainted to
receive the same as afaresaid are hereby autharized to. ad-
minister-agreeable to. the farn1 fallowing, viz: "Y au, A
B, salemnly swear that the whale quantity af Saltpetre
naw presented by yau was manufactured within this Cala-
ny; and that neither the whale nar any part af the mate-
rials fram which it was extracted were brought fram any
place with aut the limits af the Calany. So help yau
God."

Whereas an order passed this Caurt, that Caleb Green
have liberty to. receive six persans aut af the Taunton JaiJ,
taken fram the Navy, under the cammand af Captain Wal-
lace, at Newport, in arder to. redeem the same number of
men lately taken by him an their passage from Philadel-
phia to. Dartmouth; and as there were but five in said Jail,
far which five he hath received five men taken an their
passage afaresaid, ane yet remains an baard Wallace:

It is therefare Resolved, That Charles Arnold be allaw-
ed to. receive af the Prisan-keeper in Concord, one man,
(a sailar, if may be,) giving his band to. the Sheriff af the
Caunty af :ltIiddlesex, 0.1'the Keeper af said Jail, far the
use af this Calany, in the penal sum af fifty Pounds, can-
ditianed, that in case he shall nat exchange the Prisaner _

whom hc shall receive from Concord Jail far ane Joseph
Russell, naw an baard the said Wallace, he shall return the
Prisaner to. the said Prisan-keeper in Concord, within faur-
teen days from the time he shall receive him, the said PrJ,-
saner; and the Keeper af said Prisan is hereby directed to
canfarm himself accarding to. this arder, pravided the said
Arnold shall give security as abave directed.

Resolved, That there be paid out af the publick Treasury
af this Calany, to. Roger Deuch, and athers, the sum (If
fifty-two. Paunds eighteen Shillings and seven Pence, in full
af their Accaunt far taking care af the Sick in Calanel
Woodbridge's Regiment.

Petitian af John Kenney, setting forth: That ane Captain
Atkins, af Truro, in the Caunty af Barnstable, was em-
played by the Cammittee of said tawn, to. escart the Pr:;-
saners taken in the Friendship, Captain Holmes, master,
and had a sum af maney delivered him by said Cammittee
to. bear the charges thereaf; and that the said Captain At-
kins emplayed yaur Petitianer to cart their baggage to.
Plymouth, and encauraged yaur Petitioner he shauld be
paid far the same aut af the maney put into. his hands by
said Cammittee; natwithstanding, the said Atkins naw re-
fuses to. pay a hlrthing; and yaur Petitianer is informed that
there is an order af Caurt far the said baggage to be dell-
vered up to. the Prisoners; yaur Petitianer therefare humbly
prays that yaur Hanaurs wauld allaw him a reasanable re-
ward far his services, 0.1'order Mr. Bartlett, in whase hands
the gaads were left, nat to. deliver them to. the awners till
they pay the charge of transpartatian.

Resolved, That the Cammittee af Truro be directed to.
pay John Kenney so. much af his Accaunt petitianed for as
shall be thaught just by said Cammittee, out af the Maney
faund an baard. the Friendship, and ladge their AccauIlt
with the Judge af Admiralty af Plymoutl~, far allawance.

Adjaurned to. nine a'clack, ta-marrow marning.
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in the night very near to the Town of Boston. This con-
duct seems to demand an immediate water guard by night.

It is also thought by some of the Engineers that hulks
ought to be immediately sunk in the channel; and they may
be raised again when the fortifications are finished. It is
likewise thought best that there should be two or three
pieces of cannon, with a proper breastwork, immediately
placed upon the south end of Noddle's Island, before the
lower works are finished. This, with two or three armed
vessels within the harbour, will probably intimidate the
enemy, otherwise they will grow bold and impudent.

From the consideration of the premises, it is moved that
this representation be laid before the Committee upon the
state of the Colony, and that they be desired to consider
whether the publick may not be greatly served by the
appointment of an officer to dirert and superintend the de-
molition of the works to be demolished, and preserve the
materials that may be useful to us; also to direct and super-
intend the erecting such worb, in such manner, as may be
ordered; and also to collect, examine, and prove, such
cannon, &c., as may from time to time be discovered, and to
make weekly returns to this Court of his doings in these
premises: Provided that nothing be done herein which may
interfere with the orders given to the Continental General
for the time being, commanding upon this department.

Read, and committed to the Coqunittee on the state of
the Colony.

Whereas it is apprehended that some of the inhabitants
of this Colony may be induced, from a regard to their own
interest, to p,mploy their vessels the ensuing season in the
business of fishing; and in order to avoid the inconveniences
they may be exposed to by an act of Parliament, prohibit-
ing all manner of trade and commerce with the United Co-
lonies, and declaring forfeited all such vessels and cargoes,
&c., as shall be taken belonging to the same, may make
over the property of their vessels to some inhabitants of
Nova-Scotia: To the intent, therefore, that no inhabitant
of this Colony may unwarily go into such a method of con-
duct,

It is Resolved, That if any inhabitant of this Colony shall,
upon any pretence whatever, transfer his property in any
vessel to an inhabitant of the Province of Nova-Scotia, he
will thereby violate a Resolve of the Congress prohibiting
all intercourse with the inhabitants of that Province, and of
course may expect to be obliged to submit to the pains and
penalties due to such an offence.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, April 9,1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, Benjamin Greenleaf, WaI-
ter ISpooner, Caleb Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John Whctcomb, Eldad
Taylor, Beujamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy, Michael Farley, Jo-
seph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Moses Gill, and Benjamin White, Es-
quires,

Ordered, That Mr. Starkweather be excused from any
further attendance on the Committee appointed to examine
the Rolls of the Minute-men and Sea-Co~st Men; and that
Mr. Hobart, Colonel Coffin, and Captain Hayden, be on the
Committee in the room of ~Ir. Starkweather, Mr. Turner,
and Mr. Rawson.

Ordered, That Colonel Godfrey be of the Committee
on his Excellency General Washington's Instructions to
General Ward, in the room of Mr. Speaker, excused.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the pubJick Treasury
of this State, to Richard Thissell, the sum of four Pounds
four Shillings, in full discharge of what his Son lost at the
battle of Bunker's Hill.

Deposition of Dr. John Warren, who testifies and says:
That on or about the Q9th day of March last past, went
into the Wark-House of the Town of Boston, lately impro-
ved as an Hospital by the British troops stationed in said
town, and upon examining into the state of a large quan-
tity of Medicine there by them left, (particularly in one room,
supposed to have been by them used as a medicinal store-
room,) he found a great variety of medicinal articles lying
upon the floor, some of which were contained and secured
in papers, whilst others were scattered upon the floor loose.
Amongst these medicines observed smalJ quantities of what
he supposed was white and yellow arsenick intermixed; and
then received information from Dr. Samuel Scott, that he
had taken up a large quantity of said arsenick, from over
and amongst the medicine, and had collected it chiefly in
large lumps, and secured it in a vessel. Upon receiving
this information, desired him to let him view the arsenick ;
with which he complied, and judge it to amount to about
the quantity of twelve or fourteen pounds. Being much
surprised by this extraordinary intelJigence, he more minutely
examined the medicine on the floor, and found them to be
chiefly capital articles, and those most generally in great
demand; and judging them to be rendered entirely unfit for
use, he advised Dr. Scott to let them remain, and by no
means meddle with them, as he thought the utmost hazard
would attend the using them. They were accordingly
suftcred to remain, and no account was taken of them.

Read, and Ordered, That the above Deposition be com-
mitted to Samuel Holten, Esq., with Mr. Whiting and Mr.
Freeman.

Th C
. . d 'd h F ' fi

. Wednesday, April 10, 1776,
e ommlttee appomte to consl er w at ort! catIons P "

C
' I H bl J O .

B . . G I f W ,
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resent m ounc!: onoura e ames tis, enJamm reen ea, a ter
are necessary to e ma e lor t e security 0 t e arbour Spooner,Caleb Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb,JedeJiah
of Boston, beg leave to report: That the Forts upon the Foster, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Linco]n, Charles Chauncy, Michael
Heights of Dorchester-.Z'Veck have not one cannon left. It Farle!, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holt,,", MosesGill, Benjamin White,
is thought that there ought to be field-pieces or smalJ can- Esqulfes.

..
non in both of them. The works upon the point of Dor- Whereas, It IS represented that sundry persons have pro-

chester, next the Castle, are planned too large for present cl~red, and are no~v,using means to procure fro?I without
use' but it is supposed that three small batteries erected thIs Colony, quantIties of Saltpetre, or the matenals there-
the;e, of three or four cannon each, may greatly annoy the for, partly: wrought, with .a view to re?eive frm? the Trea-

enemy's ships in their passage up the channel to Boston, sury of thIs Colony the pnce a?d. pre~1Um promIsed for such
and will also secure the coml11unication between said point as should be ~anufactured wlthm thIs Colony? wheref?re,
and Castk-Island; upon which Island it is thought by for !~e prev~ntlon of any such fraudulent practIces and Im-
some Eno-ineers that there ouo-ht to be six or eip"ht cannon posItIOnS takmg place,o o. 0 ,

l
O

R 1upon the highest point of it, pointed in such manner as t ,IS esoved, That all such person? as are, or may be
most effectually to rake the channel, and prevent ships of the appomted by the Gene~l ~our~, to receIve and pay for Salt-
enemy from coming up. Upon Fort-Hill, in Boston, is a petre, manufacture.d wlthm thIs Colo~y, be dIrected, and
fort laid out, upon which are four pieces of cannon, mount- they ~ereby are directed, not to reCeIve and pay for any
ed; two others are brought to the foot of the Hill. The quantity that may be ~rought to them respectlV~ly,K)rthe
fort appears to be well constructed, and eight or ten pieces use of the Colony, untIl the person or persons brmgmg the
of heavy cannon are thought suffieient for it. The enemy's saI?e shall tak,e an o~th, which the J?ersonor persons ap-
works at the Hay JUarket Fortification and the Brick Kilns ~OJntedto re?~IVethe same as aforesaId are he~eby ?utho-
ought to be demolished as soon as possible, and the pickets, nzed to admmlster, agreeably to the form followmg,VIZ:
timber, plank, platforms, &c., saved for our own use. The" You, A B, do solemnly swear that no part of the Salt-
platforms may be saved whole, and floated to any of the petre now presented by y?U, was extracted fron~materia!s
Islands or Dorchester-Point, for our use. Many cannon, m any measure wrought m any place from wIthout thIs
&c., are said to be upon wharves, in stores, &c., in Boston; Colony; but that the proces~ of the man?factur~ ?f the
which ought to be c?llected, exami~ed, and proved. There ~h?le theft~of~vasbegun, camed on, and ?,llIshedwlthm the
are Barrac15sbelongmg to the Contment, whIch may be ap- limIts of this Colony. So help you God.
praised and taken for Colonial use. Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury

The 8th instant, a boat belonging to the enemy chased of this Colony, to the Selectmen of New-Braintree, thc sum
t.woof our boats. up nearly to Noddle's Island, in filll day- of twenty-three Pounds fifteen Shillings, in full of their Ac-
hght; and there ISreason to suspect that they have been up count for Provisions supplied the Army.

'*
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Resolved, That there he paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to Noah Goodman and William Pyncheon,
Junior, a Committee to procure Flour for the Colony, 'the
sum of threc hundred Pounds, to enable them to pay for the

.same.

A Letter from Jonathan Glover, Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Correspondence of JUm'blehead, respectinrr a num-
ber of Tories taken on board a vessel from Bosto~, bound
to Halifax. Read, and committed to Joseph Palmer, Esq.,
with Colonel Coffin and Mr. Hobart.

In the House of Representatives.. The House made choice
of Captain Benjamin Gage, as First Major of the Fourth
Regiment of Militia, in the County of Essex, in the rOOn1
of Major Perley, who declines.

In Council: Read, and concurred.

In the House of Representatives.. The House made choice
(by ba1l0t) of James Converse, as Coloncl of the Fourth
Regiment of Mi1itia, in the County of Worcester, in the
room of Joseph Gilbert, deceased; and also of Stephen Rice,
as Lieutenant-Colond of the same Regiment, in the room
of Joseph Gilbert, first appointed to that office, who was
elected Colonel.

In Councl~l: Read, and concurred.

Petition of John Story, setting forth: That he was ap-.
pointed by the late Congress as sub-Commissary under Mr.
Pigeon, to Colonel Little's Regiment; that he faithfu1ly at-
tended on the said Regiment, and on Mr. Pigeon, from day
to day, in order to discharge the trust committed to him,
from the middle of June to the 1st of August, as appears by
the annexed account and certificate, for which he received
no allowance. He therefore prays your Hon:mrs would be
pleased to order that he be paid the amount of his account
for his trouble, and such a sum for his expense as your
Honours may think proper.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
publick Treasury of this Colony, to the said John Story,
the sum of five Pounds five Shillings, in full of his Account
for serving as sub-Commissary to Colonel Little's Regi-
ment.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday, April 11,1776;

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, Benjamin Greenleaf, WaI-
ter Spooncr, Ca]eb Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, Jedc-
diah Foster, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Charles Chauncy,
Michael Farley, Joseph Palmcr, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses
Gill, Bcnjamin White, Esquires.

Petition of Jacob Martin and Nathaniel Perley, of Ips-
wich, in the County of Essex, setting fpl'th: That one of
your Petitioners was at the Island of St. Peters, (which lies
eastward of Cape Breton;) he applied to the commanding
officer of said place for powder, who presented him with a
small quantity, although the Island's stock was but small;
that the commanding officer appeared very friendly to the
American cause, and much pleased with their proceedings,
upon your Petitioners' giving him an accourit of some of
them. That Monsieur La Beav, the principal merchant in
said Island, (by whom the others are much influenced,)
promised one of your Petitioners, if he would covenant with
him, he would obligate himself to deliver him seventy-five
barrels of pO\vder next lIlay, and that if it was not in the
place he would send to France for it. That if this honour-
able Court will permit your Petitioners to go with their ves-
sel to the said Island of St. Peters, or some other French
Islands, with a load of lumber, they will oblige themselves,
in what penalty this Court shall order, to bring at least as
much powder and warlike stores into this Colony as the
value of the lumber they may carry out is, (provided their
vessel is not lost or taken,) and will give ample security for
their performance; also, that they will deliver the same to
sllch persons as this Court shall appoint, at such prices as
this Court gives to others. That your Petitioners make no
doubt of obtaining the value of their lumber there in powder
and warlike stores, which they humbly think will be of con-
siderable advantage to this Colony. Your Petitioners there-
fOre humbly pray your Honours to take this matter under
your wise consideration, and, if it shall seem meet, grant
them leave to go in their vessel with a load of lumber to the
.said Island of St. Peters, or some other French Islands, for
.the purpose aforementioned.

Read, and committed to Mr. Story and Colonel Orne..
with Benjamin Greenleaf, Esq.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to the Selectmen of the Town of Athol, the
smn of sixteen Pounds eight Shillings three Pence half-Pen..
ny, in full of their Account for Provisions supplied the Army..

Resolved, That the Sheriff of the County of Barnstable
be, and he hereby is, directed and ful1y authorized and em..
powered, immediately to take into his possession all such
India Tea and English Goods as were brought into Bam..
stable in a vessel lately arrived there, belonging to one Solo..
mon Davis, and commanded by one Prince Gorham; and!
that he store the same in some eonvenient pJace, till the
further order of this Court; and that the Sheriff aforesaid!
eite the said Solomon Davis and Prince Gorham to attend
this Court forthwith, to answer their conduct, by servin 0;
them with an attested eopy of this Resolve.

<:

Pl'tition of William King, of Great Barrington, settinc;
forth: That he being appointed to raise a company last cam~.
paign in Colonel John Fellows's Regiment, he effected the
same, and was accordingly commissioned by the Congress of
this Colony; that Mr. Samuel Brewer was returned to serve
as Lieutenant, and Mr. Gamaliel Whiting as Ensign of said
company; that previous to the issuing said commissions,
viz: on the 6th day of lYlay last, said Mr. Brewer was, by
general orders, appointed Adjutant-General of the Army at
Roxbury, in whieh station he continued till he was appointed
Major of Brigade, in which last station he continued till the
close of the campaign. Mr. Brewer was, however, commis..
sioned Lieutenant, and Mr. lVhiting Ensign, of said com.,
p::my, in consequence of the aforementioned return to Con..
gress. General Thomas, who then commanded the Army
at Roxbury, being acquainted with the promotion of Mr..
Brewer, and judging that a company complete with men
ought likewise to be provided with officers, ordered that
Mr. Whiting should do duty and be obeyed as Lieutenant,
and Mr, Nathaniel Crittenton as Ensign of said company:;
who did their duty and took their rank aceordingly in their
company and regiment, and agreeable thereto were eommis..
sioned by the Continental Congress. Your Honours' Me..
morialist therefore bas on the Muster-Roll of his company
borne Mr. Whit£ng Lieutenant, and Mr. Crittenton Ensign:;
but finding he must make oath that the offieers borne on said:

,Roll were commissioned by Congress as he had borne them;,
declined taking the oath; and should Mr. Bn:wer be borne
Lieutenant and :Mr. Whiting Ensign on said l\Iuster-RolI;,
an equal difficulty would accrue in taking the subsequent
part of the oath prescribed, viz: "That they did duty ac..
cordingly," for Mr. Brewer never did a tour of duty in thE
company; Mr. Whiting did the duty of Lieutenant, and Mr.
Crittenton the duty of Ensign, to 'the end of the campaign.
By reason of the aforesaid diffieulties and embarrassments,
the Muster-Roll aforesaid is not passed, to the great damage
of said company, thirty-three of whom are now in the Con-
tinental Army, and in great want of their pay, as are those
who have returned bome. Your Memorialist begs leave fur-
ther to observe, that, being under marching orders, will be
obliged to leave the said Muster-Roll unsettled, unless some
way be provided in which it may be passed.

Resolved, That the Petitioner be dirccted to bear on his
said Muster-Roll the names of the said Gamaliel Whiting
as Lieutenant, and Nathan£el Crittenton as Ensign, and that
upon the said Petitioner making oath that the said Lieu-
tenant and Ensign have served and done duty agreeable to
the return made by the said Muster-Roll, the Committee
appointed to examine the Muster-Rolls be, and hereby are,
~irected to pass said Roll in the same manner as if the said
Lieutenant and Ensign had been commissioned to those re-
spective offices, the said Brewer having been commissioned
Lieutenant, and the said Whiting Ensign, in anywise not-
withstanding.

Voted, That Beating Orders should be sent to th.e fol-
lowing gentlemen for inlisting the Regiment to be raised to
fortify the Town and Harbour of Boston, viz:

In the County of Suffolk: Aaron Guild, Captain; Ebe-
nezer Dean, Jun., Lieutenant; John Ellis, the third,
Second Lieutenant.

In the County of Essex.. Samuel King, Captain; Silas
JJfarble, First Lieutenant; Benjamin Peabody, Second
Lieutenant.
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In the County of Middlesex: Abishai Brown, Captain;
Ely'ah Danforth, First Lieutenant; Thomas Richard-
son, Second Lieutenant.

In the County of Bristol: Zebedee Reading, Captain;
Isaac Fisher, First Lieutenant; Abel Babbit, Second
Lieutenant.

In the County of Worcester: Jonathan Cavil, Captain;
David Bouty, First Lieutenant; Thomas Davidson,
Second Lieutenant. Nathaniel TVhite, Captain; Ebe-
nezer Sanderson, First Lieutenant; William 1Varner,
Second Lieutenant. .

In the County of Hamp.~hire: Josiah Smith, Captain;
Richard Talley, First Lieutenant; Noah Warren, Se-
cond Lieutenant.

In the Counties of Plymouth and Barnstable: Nathaniel
Winslow, Captain; Joseph Griifith, First Litmtenant;
John Gill, Second Lieutenant.

Whereas it is necessary for the common safety that the
Ordnance and Stores be removed according to the directions
of his Excellency General TVashington.' And whereas it
has been made to appear to this Court that Teams neces-
sary to transport the same cannot be procured in the ordi-
nary way:

Therefore Resolved, That the Selectmen of the several
Towns in this Colony he, and they hereby are, ordered to
give all possible aid and assistance to Colonel Henry Knox,
of the train of Artillery, in removing and conveying said
Qrdnance and Stores through this Colony, on their way to
New- York; and in case the inhabitants of said Colony
refuse to supply Teams or other necessary means of con-
veyance, said Selectmen, or any two of them, in any town
in this Colony, are empowered and directed to impress
in said town, so many Teams as are necessary for the
purposes aforesaid, said Knox paying a reasonable price for
the same.

Whereas it is of the greatest importance not only to the
inhabitants of Boston, but of. this whole Colony, that the
Town and Harbour of said Boston should be effectuaJly
fortified and secured against any attacks from the enemy;
and as the Continental Forces left and stationed in and
about said town are not sufficient, in the judgment of this
Court, with the variety of other important duties assigned
them, to throw up and defend all those works which sound
policy would dictate for the purpose aforesaid:

It is therefore Resolved, That there be immediately raised
eirrht Companies, consisting of one Captain, two Lieutenants,
fo~r Sergeants, four Corporals, one Drummer, one Fifer, and
seventy-seven Privates; which CQmpanies shall constitute
one Regiment, to be under the field command of one Colo-
nel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, and one Major, Field-Officers,
Captains, and Subaltems; all of which shall be appointed
by this Court and cQmmissionated by the Council; the Non-
Commissioned Officers shall be chosen by their respective
Companies, and each Officer and Private Soldier shall be
holden to serve from tbe day of their eng3ging or inlisting
in tbe said service until the 1st day of Decl:!mber next, un-
less tbe service should admit of their discharge sooner. And
the Officers of the several Regiments and Companies of Mi-
litia in the respective Counties in this Colony are hereby
directed, without fail, to afford their utmost assistance in the
raising of the said Companies with the greatest despatch, as
they regard the interest of their country, and the 3pproba-
tion of this Court.

And .it is Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to
each of the Officers and Soldiers, as wages for every calen-
dar month during theIr continuance in the said seryice, the
following slJms respectively, viz:

Colonel, - £] 2 0 Sergeant, - £2 8
Lieutenant-Colonel, 9 12 Corporal and Drum-
Major, 8 0 mer,-
Captain, - 6 0 Fifer and Private
First Lieutenant, 4 0 Soldier,
Second Lieutenant, 3 10

And the time of sen'ice of each Non-Commissioned Officer
and So]dier shall be computed from the fourth day next pre-
ceding their marching from home to the time of their dis-
charge, and allowing for retum home; that is to say, at the
rate of one day for every twenty miles travel; also. there
shall be allowed one penny per mile to each man to com-
pensate his expenses in his travel to the place of rendezvous,

and at the same rate to bear his expenses in his return home,
his travelling expense to the Camp to be paid by himself,
and each man to be compensated at the rate abovesaid
upon his arrival at the Camp.

And it is further Resolved, That each Non-Commissioned
Officer and Private Soldier shall be equipped and provided
with a good effective Fire-ann and B3yonet, a Cartridge
Box, Knapsack, and Blanket; and no Non-Commissioned
Officer and Private Soldier shall be allowed to pass muster
witbout he is equipped and provided.

And it is further Resolt,ed, That said Regiment shall be al-
lowed and supplied with the following subsistence, viz: One
pound of bread per day; half pound of beef and half pound
of pork, and if pork cannot he had, one and one-fourth pound
of beef, and one day in seven they shall have one and one-
fourth pound of salt fish instead of one day's allowance of
meat per day, if to be had; one pint of milk, or if milk
cannot be had, one gill of rice, per day; one quart of spruce
or malt beer, or one pint of cider, per day, if to be had;
one gill of peas or beans, or other sauce equiv3lent, per day;
six ounces of butter per week; one pound of good common
soap for six men per week; half pint of vinegar per week
per man if it can be had.

And there shall be appointed by this Court fc)f said Re-
giment, one Adjutant, one Chaplain, one Commissary, one
Quartermaster, ~ne Surgeon, and one Surgeon's J\tTatc,to be
upon the following establishment of pay by the calendar
months, viz :

Adjutant, - £5 10 Quartermaster, £3 0
Chaplain, - 6 0 Surgeon, 7 0
Commissary, - 4 0 Surgeon's Mate, - 4 0
And the Commissary-General is hereby directed, as soon

as a Commissary is chosen for the above purpose, to deliver
to him a sufficient number of Tents, utensils to cook in, and
Intrenching Tools for said Regiment.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed by this Court
to purchase \V ood and Hay for the Continental Army, be
directed to apply to the Quartermaster-General of the Con-
tinental Forces, or his Deputy, or under Quartermaster, for.
a settlement of their Accounts, and for the whole amount
of the several sums due to this Colony for Wood and Hay,
which the said Committee have purchased and sent to the
said Army, and for such sum or sums as are due to them for
their services and expenses. Ane! the said Committee are
further directed, upon their recei,'ing of the said Quarter-
master such sums which are due as aforesaid, to make report
thereof to this House, and likewise to pay back the Moneys
they received out of tbe Colony Treasury for the aforesaid
purpose of purchasing said articles, to Henry Gardner, Esq.,
Receiver-Genera], and take his receipt .therefor.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

2 4

Friday, April 12, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, Benjamin Greenleaf,
Walter Spooner, Caleb Cl\shing, Joseph Gerrish, John Wheteomb,
Jedediah Foster, E]dad Taylor, Benjamin Lineoln, Michael Farley,
Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, Benjamin
White, Esquires.

Resolved, That the form of the Be3ting Orders and In-
listment for raising one Regiment, consisting of se"en hun-
dred and twenty-eight men, into this Colony service, to
defend and secure the Town and Harbour of Boston, on the
establishment made by this Court from the 9th of this
instant, April, until the 1st day of December next, be as
follows, viz :

"To. . . . . . . . . .
" You are hereby empowered immediately to inEst a CQm-

pany, to consist of eighty-eight able-bodied and effective
men, including non-commissioned officers and privates, as
soldiers in the service of this Colony, to defend and secure
the Town and Harbour of Boston, (the non-commissiQned
officers to be raised by their respective Companies,) and
cause them to pass muster as soon as possible.

" . . . . . . day of . . . . 1776."
"

We, the subscribers, do hereby severally inlist ourselves
into the service of the Colony of ~Massachusetts-Bay, to
servein a Companywhereof. . . . . . . . . is Captain,
until the 1st day of December next, unless the service should
admit of our discharge SQoner; and each Qf us do engage to
furnish and carry with us into the service, a good effective

2 0
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fire-arm and bayonet if to be obtained, cartridge-box, knap-
sack, and blanket; and when fanned, we engage to march
to the Town of Boston, or such place within this Colony
as the General Court of said Colony shall appoint; and do
hereby oblige ourselves faithfully to observe and obey all
such orders as we shall from time to time rec8ive from our
!iUpenor officers."

In the Honse of Representatives: Resolved, That the
following Officers and Seamen be appointed for each of the
Vessels now building by this Colony, and the pay per month
allowed th-em, agreeable to the sums affixed, viz:
Captain, - £8 0 0 Carpenter's Mate, £2 4 0
Lieutenant, - 5 8 0 Surgeon, 7 0 0
Second Lieutenant, 5 0 0 Surgeon's Mate, - 4 0 0
Master, - 4 0 0 Quartermaster and
Mate, 3 0 0 Master-at-Arms,
Boatswain,- 3 00 Pilot,
Boatswain's Mate, - 2 4 0 Cook,
Steward, 2 8 0 Drummer, -
Gunner, 2 8 0 Sixteen Boys, at -
Gunner's Mate, 2 4 0 Eighty Seamen and
Carpenter, - 3 0 0 Marines, - 2 0 0

All of which Officers, Seamen, and Marines, shall furnish
themselves with a good effective Fire-arm, Cartouch-box,
Cutlass, and Blanket.

And be it further Resolved, That the Captains be ap-
pointed as soon as may be; which Captains, when chos~m,
shall return a list of persons suitable for the other offices,
and shall proceed to inlist the number of Seamen, Marines,
and Boys, proposed.

And for further encouragement to said Officers, Seamen,
and Marines,

It is further Resolved, That they shall be entitled to one-
o third of the proceeds of all captures that shall be by them
made, and finally condemned, to be distributed in such man-
ner as this Cowt shall hereafter determine; and the said
Vessels shall be anned and mounted with at least twelve
carriage-guns, all one size, viz: six-pounders; and with a
proper number of swivels and cohoms. And the honour-
able COllncil are hereby desired to commission them to
cruise against all property, agreeable to the late resolves of
the honourable Continental Congress.

Resolved, That the Non-Commissioned Officers and Sol-
diers of the Regiment to be raised for the defence of Boston,
&c., be paid one month's advance wages.

Petition of John Ashley and others, in the County of
Bcrkshire, setting forth: That from our known attachment
to that order and subordination which is necessary for the
existence and well-being of society, we are set up by a few
unthinking, rash, and designing men, as the butts of popular
resentment, and are (as well as your Honours) by them re-
presented as seeking our own private emolument only at the
expense of the interest of the people. And although every
step by us taken to lay open and manifest the conduct of
these incendiaries is, by them, blazed abroad as an evidence
of our guilt and rapacity, yet we should hold ourselves inex-
cusable if, at the present alanning crisis, we should neglect
to inform your Honours of some late transactions which
ha ve taken place in this country.

The Reverend Thomas Allen, of Pittsfield, for a long
time past seems to have been restless in his endeavours to
raise the prejudice of the people against the present Consti-
tution of this Colony, and the Legislative and Executive
authority of the same; in order to effect which, and pre-
vent the Court of Sessions sitting at Pittsfield, on the last
Tuesday of February last, he, with his asspciates, procured
a meeting of divers people of this country, by the appella-
tion of Committee of Inspection, to be called at Pittsfield,
on the last Monday of said February; previous to which
meeting, and in order properly to prepare the minds of the
people of Richmont (who of late had almost unanimously
voted to adhere to and support the present Constitution of
Government) to fall in with the schemes of said Allen,
he, on a Sabbath evening, in said Richmont, delivered a
discourse, in the form of a Sermon, to a ]arge number of the
inhabitants of said Richmont, and, among other things, in-
fonnr,d his auditory that the present Constitution of this
Colony, as established in consequence of the advice and
recommendation of the Continental Congress, is oppressive,
defective, and rotten tp the very core; that it ought not, by
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any means, to be submitted to; that your Honours and the
honourable House of Representatives were a number of
designing men, who sought after emolument for yourselve:;,
your children, and friends, without any regard to the good
of the people, and that you ought to be opposed; and many
such like things, which will appear by the depositions hefl:-
with sent to your Honours. The people, being accustom-
ed to pay great regard to the sacred character of a priest,
and to receive for truth and sound doctrine everything deli-
vered by a clergyman, the aforementioned harangue, together
with Mr. Allen's private exhortations and advice, had the
desired effect, and the people were inflamed to the degree
the preacher designed. The time of the meeting of tbe
aforementioned Committees being come, Mr. Allen (though
not a member of the same) appeared as the chief agitator
and spokesman, and, after having read a pamphlet callEd
Common Sense, as his text, and made great reflections upon
the General Assembly of this Colony, as his doctrine and
improvement, he produced a large number of resolves by
himself previously compiled, which were put and voted
by a majority of the people present; a copy of which I'~-
solves, together with the protests of the dissentients, we
herewitll send to your Honours. The people being infla-
med, no Court was suffered to sit, and they immediately took
away such commissions from the civil officers of the Coumy
on which they could lay their hands, and we are reduced to
a state of anarchy and confusion. We would hope the
people may soon see the folly of their proceedings, and
return to a sense of their duty; but as long as such incen-
diaries are tolerated, it is hardly to be expected. 'Ve hope
your Honours will take some wise steps for our relief.

Read, and committed, with the Papers accompanying it,
to the Committee on the state of the Colony.

The Treasurer of this Colony having represented to tbis
Court the necessity of his being furnished with one or more
Iron Chests, for the better security of Colony property,

Therefore, Resolved, That Henry Gardner, Esquire, Re-
ceiver-General, be, and he hereby is, directed to take into
his possession the Iron Chests, together with the Weights
and Measures, Steelyards and Scales, which belong to this
Colony, and were in the hands of Harrison Gray, the former
Treasurer, the said Henry Gardner, Esquire, giving his Re-
ceipt for said articles to the Committee appointed by this
Court to take into their possession the effects of enemies to
the liberties of Amcrica in the Town of Boston, said Com-
mittee rendering an Account of the same to this Court.

Ordered, That the Committee of this Court appointed
to see to the fortifying of the Harbour of Boston, be direct-
ed immediately and without fail to procure the relI!0val from
Castle-Isbmd all the Cannon and Carriages thereon, whieh
are capable of being made fit for use; and if the removal
of the said Cannon and Carriages cannot be effected without
incurring an expense to this Government, that the said Com-
mittee be, and hereby are, directed to effect the said busineBs,
whatever expense may be necessary therefor.

Ordered, That Colonel Lovell be of the Committee for
fortifying the Harbour of Boston, in the room' of Mr. S'lJlli-
van, excused.

Ordered, That Mr. Broum, of Boston, be On the Com-
mittee appointed to see to fortifying the Harbour of Boston,
in the room of Mr. Cushing, excused.

Resolved, That for the more effectually fortifying and
securing the Town and Harbour of Boston, the Committ'~e
already appointed for that purpose be, and they hereby
are, directed and empowered to purchase a sufficient number
of old Ships or Vessels, and cause them to be sunk in the
Chqnnel between the Middle-Ground and Castle-Rocks, so
called, in said Harbour, for preventing any Vessels of above
two hundred tons entering the same; and' that the said
CQmmittee execute said orders without loss of time, and
lay their Accounts before this Court for allowance.

Adjourned to nil1e o'clock, to-morrow mornil1g.

Saturday, April 13, 1776.

Pre~ent in Counci]: H()nolJrabIe James Otis, Benjamin Greenleaf, W"I-
ter Spooner, CaIeq Uushing, John Winthrop, Joseph Gerrish, John
Whetcomb, Jedediah foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin
Lincoln, Michaell"arley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher,
Benjamin White, Esquires.

Ordered, 'That Colonel Sawyer be empowered and di-
rected to sign the Beating Orders to be givel1out for inlist-
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ing a Regiment to fortify the Harbour of Boston, and pro-
cure a suffic.ient number of the same, together with the fonn
of Inlistment and Establishment, printed and distributed;
and that the Beating Orders be directed to an the Officers
proposed for each Company, with the rank which they are
proposed to sustain, provided they can raise their Companies.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to David Curtis, the sum of eighteen
Shi1Iings, in full for his son's board while wounded.

A Bill entitled" An Act for' preventing the forging and
altering Bills of Publick Credit and {or their depreciation,
and for making them a tender in all payments," having
passed the House of Representatives to be enacted,

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
rence to be enacted.

A Bill for amending An Act entitled" An Act for the
encouraging the fixing out of Armed Vessels for the defi:nce
of America," having passed the House of Representatives
to be enacted:

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
rence to be enacted. .

Resolved, Timt the Soldiers belonging to the British
Anny, with their wires and children, be sent to General
Ward, and that Caleb Wheaton and others, who were taken
on board the Brig Sally, by Captain John ]}[anly, be sent
to this Court for examination, except the women and chiI-
dren; and them (exclusive of the soldiers' wives and chil-
dren) to be disposed of by the Committee of Correspon-
dence of Marblehead, in that way and manner that shaH be
the least charge to Government; and that Brigadier Farley
be desired, in season, to collect the accounts of the neces-
sary expenses attending the support and maintenance of
these and all the other perSons taken on board the same
vessel, and endeavour to have the same discharged out of
the moneys arising on the sales of the cargo and effects found
on board the said vessel.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, ~fonday morning.

Monday, April 15, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, Benjamin Greenleaf, WaI-
ter Spooner, Eldad Taylor, James Prescott, Michael Farley, Caleb
Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John W:helc6mb, Jedediah Foster, Samuel
Holten, Jabez Fisher, Benjamin White, Esquires.

The Committee of both Houses on the state of the Co-
lony, beg leave to report: That, in their opinion, it is highly
expedient that the cannon on Castle-Island, or such of them
at least as are fit for use, or may soon be rendered so, should
be immediately removed from thence to the Town of Boston,
or other safe and convenient place. And that the Committee
appointea to see to the furtifying the Harbour of Boston be
directed to apply to General Ward, to order some part of
the Army under his command to effect the remova] of them
accordingly. B G dENJAMIN REENLEAF,per or er.

Read, and accepted.

The Committee appointed to consider the Account of
Benjamin Milk, reported: That they had attended that ser-
vice, and, upon examination of the same, found them fairly
stated, and weJI vouched; and that the said Benjamin re-
ceived of Henry Gardner, Esq., Treasurer for the Colony,
the sum of one hundred and ninety-five Pounds, for the
purpose of supplying blankets; that the said Benjamin hath
supplied one. hundred and six blankets, of the value of one
hundred and seventeen Pounds nine ShiHings ; so that there
remains due to the Colony aforesaid the sum of seventy-
seven Pounds eleven Shillings, as the just balance due fi'om
the said Benjamin.

Whereupon, Resolved, That the said Benjamin pay unto
the said Henry Gardner, Esq., Treasurer as aforesaid, the
aforesaid sum of seventy-seven Pounds eleven Shillings, as
the just balance due as aforesaid; whose receipt for the
same shaH be a discharge in fun for the said Benjamin for
the sum of one hundred and ninty-tive Pounds, by him re-
ceived as aforesaid.

Rf:solved, That there be paid out of the pubIick Treasury
9f this Colony, to Benjamin Mills, the sum of three Pounds
seventeen Shi11ings and two Pence, in fu]] for Blankets lost
out of those purchased by said Mills for this Colony., . . .. . .. ..

Resolved, That the Depositions of Doctor John Warren,
Daniel Scott, and Frederick Ridgely, respecting a quantity

of Medicines left in the Workshop of the Town of Boston,
lately improved as an Hospital by the British Troops, be
published in the Watertown Newspaper, by order of the
General Court.

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to take into
consideration the Commissary's Accounts, beg leave to re-
port: That they have examined the Account of Colonel
Beriah Norton, as exhibited up to the 4th of this instah~
Apr£[, and find the same right cast and weJI vouched.
That four hundred and sixty-seven Pounds fifteen Shillings
and eight Pence have been advanced for Provisions and
other necessaries by the said Colonel Norton, for the sea-
coast service. That a balance of eighty-six Pounds four-
teen ShilJings and five Pence, appears due to said Colonel
Norton; and, notwithstar\ding he has not been able to e~-
hibit at this time a particular account of the disposal of
every article, your Committee are of opinion that he should
receive his second payment, agreeable to the establishment
made for the service aforesaid, he being further accountable.

CHARLES CHAUNCY,per order.

Read, and accepted, and thereupon
Resolved, That the said Colonel Norton receive his

second payment, agreeable to the establishment aforesaid)
he being further accountable.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to Benjamin Mills, Esquire, for the use of
Thomas Rogers, in fuJI for a Gun improved by George
it/ilk, in the service the last summer, and not returned to
said Rogers, the sum of two Pounds four ShiI1ings,in fuJIof
said Gun.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tllesday, April 16, 1776. .
Present in Couneil: Honourable James Otis, Benjamin Greenleaf, WaI-

ter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, EIdad Tay]or, Benjamin
Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, John Whet-
comb, Jedediah Fosler, James Prescott, Jabez Fisher, Benjamin White,
Esquires.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publickTreasury
of this Colony, to John Taylor, Esquire, Captain John
Greenleaf, and Mr. James Noble Shannon, the sum of one
thousand two hundred Pounds, tQ be by them applied fo1'
the purchasing of Ammunition, Salt, Corn, &c., to be dis-
tributed to the several Committees in the eastern parts of the
County of Lincoln, for supplying the inhabitants thereof.

Ordered, That Captain Edmund Sawyer, of Newbury,
be joined to Mr. Tufts, of Newburyport, in the business of
inspecting, receiving, and paying for Sal!petre.

Ordered, That Mr. Partridge and Mr. Pitts be of the
Committee on the Instructions of his Excellency General
TVashington to the Honourable General Ward, in the room
of Brigadier Godfrey and Mr. Cutter, absent. And the
Committee are enjoined to sit forthwith.

Resolved,That therebe paid out of the publickTreasury
of this Colony, to Lieutenant Andrew Gilman, the sum of
twenty-three Pounds eight ShjlIings, in fuB for his wages and
biBeting to this day, and that he be discharged fi'om the
service of this Colony.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the pub1ick Treasury
of this Colony, to Colonel Josiah Whitney, the sum of two
hundred and nineteen Pounds sixteen Shi]]incrsand one
Penny, in fuUof his abstract of the pay due to the Officers
and Soldiers in his Regiment, from the time of their engaging
to the day they marched to Camp.

Whereas his ExceJIency General Washington has given
it in order'Sto General Ward to comply with the requisitions
of the Councilor General Court, respecting the forces under
his command, so far as are consistent with his particular
orders :

Therefore Resolved, As the opinion of this Court, tllat all
Colonel Glover's Regiment, now at Beverley, excepting one
hundred and sixty men, including the properofficers,be re.-
moved to Boston, to assist in fortifying said Town and Har-
bour; and that one hundred and sixty men, including the
proper officers, are sufficient to be kept on Bunker's IliU,
to be employed in level1ingthe lower Jinesof that work next
Prospect and Winter Hi]]s, and to guard the works there,
as we]] as the Town of Charlestown.

And it is further ResQlved, That a Beacon be erected at
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Cape-Anne, on the Height of Governour's Hill, so caned'
another at Marblehead, on the height of the land there; on~
at Boston, on the usual place, and another on the hei(Tht of
the Blue-Hills, in Stoughton, near ~Iilton; and th;t the
Selectmen, or ,an~ two of t~em, in any of the towns where
su:h, Beacon IS sItuated, wIth any two or more of the com-
mlsslOned officers nearest to said Beacon, shall have the care
of them; and when an enemy's fleet is discovered, shall fire
three alarm guns; and where there are bells in said towns
where said Beacons are, shall cause them to be set rinO"in<T
and the Beacon to be fired, with all expedition.

b b

And it is further Resolved, That not more than one
quarter par~ of the stores, of Powder ought to be kept at
Boston, untIl the Harbour ISwell fortified; and that the other
three-quarters ought to be kept in the Stores 01':Magazines
at Charlestown, Cambridge, and Watertown.

Petition of Beulah Ball, of Spencer, Widow, settinO"forth:
That she is appointed Administratrix on the estate of her late
husbaI~d, John B~ll, deceased ~t~at said deceased's personal
estate I~ ~ot, sufficIent to pay Ius Just debts; that it would be
greatly IDJunous to the interest of the Real Estate to have it
sold ,in parcels; that ~I~e buildings are considerably out of
repair ;, that your Petltroner has six young children, whose
res~ectlve parts would be much more profitable to them by
!lavmg the place ~old and their shares put to interest, than
~t could be ?y haVIng their shares in land, after such a part
IS s,old as WIll be necessary in order to pay the debts. For
whIch reason YaYI' Petitioner humbly prays that she may
have leave of thIs honourable Court to sell the aforemen-
tioned deceased's Real Estate.

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That the
prayer thereof be so far brranted that she is hereby empower-
ed to sell the whole of said Real Estate and give a O"ood

ill ' D '
b

su lClent eed or Deeds thereof; she observin<T the rules
and directions of ~h.ela\'.' for the sale of,~eal Esfate by Ex-
ecutors and AdmmlstratlOns, and first glvmg security to the
Judge of Probate for the County of TVorcester that she will
pay to ~largaret Iloughton, who was the widow of the
father of the deceased, in lieu of her dower in said Estate
agreeably to their agreement, nine Pounds twelve Shillin<T~
annually, during her natural life ; and that the said Beulah
widow of the deceased, shall have the interest of one-third
of the remainder during her natural life; and after her de-
cease, the principal shall be paid to the heirs of said deceased
or their legal representatives, and that the remainin<T two~
thirds be applied for the payment of such debts bof the
deceased as the Personal Estate will not be sufficient to dis-
charge, after proper allowance and charges of settlement of
the ~state; and, after t?e debts and charges are paid, the
remam,der shall be put mto the hands of the guardians of
the children of the deceased, to be by them put to interest
for the benefit of their said wards, in just proportion accord-
ing to the law of inheritance. '

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, April 17, 1776,

Present in Council: Honoura~le James Otis, Benjamin Greenleaf,
Walter Spooner, Caleh Cushmg, Thomas Cushing, Joseph Gerrish,
John Whetcomh, Jedediah Fosler, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor Ben-
jamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Hollen 'Jabez
Fisher, Benjamin White, Esquires. '

R~solved, That therebe paid out of the publickTreasury
of thIs Colony, to the Selectmen of ~lendon, the sum of
thirty-eight Pounds four Shillings and four Pence in full of
his account for Provisions, and transportinO"thd same to
Head-Quarters, in April last, for the use of the Army.

Re,solved, That ther:ebe paid out of the publick Treasury
of tlus Colony, to Oltver Watson, the sum of six Pounds
eight Shillings and three Pence, for the use of Jeremiah
UThittemore,in full forProvisions, and transporting the same
for the use of the Forces who marched on the 19th of April
last.

Resolved, That the Selectmen and Committee of Safety,
&c., for the Town of Truro, be, and they hereby are di-
rected to deliver to Captain James Holmes late mast~r of
the Ship Friendship, stranded on the shor~ of Cape- Cod,
the 29th day ~f Febr!t.ary last, the remainder of his private
property that IS yet m the hands of the said Selectmen
and Committee of Safety of said Town of Truro.

Major Cross came up with a messa<Tefrom the honour-
able House, desiring the Board to send down the Resolve

respecting gr:anting, Supplies to the Eastern parts of the
County of Lzncoln, If not acted upon by the Bgard.

Colonel Prescott went down with a messaO"e from till'
Board, to inform the honourable House that ~aid Resolv,;
was concurred by the Board, and consented to by the major
part of the Council.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to fortify the
Tmvn and H.arbo~r of Boston be, and they hereby are, di-
rected to delrver mto the hands of Jonathan Jackson of
Newburyport, six pieces of Cannon, fi'Om nine to twelve-
p~nnd~:rs, said Cannon tp be improved for the def<Jnce- of
s~ld J'I;el~buryport, until the further order of this Court, pro-
vIded SaId Cannon can be spared, and are not wanted for
the defence of the Town and Harbour of Boston.

. Petition of a numb~r of Indian proprietors of Gayhead,
m Dukes County, settmg forth: That whereas one Elishrx.
Amos, an .Indial}- man of Tisbury, upwards of twenty years
ago prevarled wIth a number of lndians then living at Gay-
head to dispose of their rights-some to a small, others tl}
a larger tract .of land in said Gayhead, (minutes of which
conveyance WIll acc?m~any this;) and notwithstanding he
was un~ble to prev~ll wIth but a very small proportion of
tI!e Indwns then alrve, to convey an)' part of their rights to
hun, yet presumed to enclose a large tract of the most valu-
able part of said a.ayhead, as we apprehend about two lll,ln-
dred acres, and bllllt a house upon the same and prohibited
all th~ Ir~dians, eV,en those who had not cOl~veyed any part

,of, therr fights to hIm, from making any improvements within
saId enclosure. Soon after guardians were appointed in
Dukes County, and the said Elisha then agreed to allow
unto the said guardians a certain sum for the Indians, J(lr
such part of said enclosure as he acknowledged he had not
purchased, and accordingly paid the same for some few
years; but for some reason the guardians, after a little time
were discontinued, and the said Elisha ever after relUsed t~

pay' any ,su':1 whatever, ~ut continued to improve the whole
dunng Ius ]~fe;. and at hIS death, by his will, gave the same
to one of hIS kmsmen, IIenry Amos, and he improved the
s~me} a~d then ?y deed of sale conveyed the same to two of
lll~ relatIOns, (VIZ: Joseph and Israel Amos,) said deed not
bemg ~pprobated a~cording to law, who improved the saITe
by theIr tenants untIl about two years a<Towhen the tenant
who had improved it for some time w;s ' about to remo,"e

~'om the,Island, and a controversy arose who should impro,-e
It. As dlv~rs perso?s h~~ contra~ted for it, the guardians put
an end to It by takmg It mto their hands, and hiring it out;
and the last year is now almost expired; and the ITuardiam
appre~ending ~hat their power is ended, by reaso~ of thei;
?ot bemg appomted by the present Court, wilJ not, ,as we are
mfor,?e?, do anything further with'it, whereby it will either
remalD III the hands of the present occupier, or be liable to
be entered upon by any person disposed thereto. Some of
us, who had not disposed of our rights were at first deter-
mmed, as soon as the 'present possessor's tir,ne was expired,
to have entered upon It, but have been advIsed to the COI1-
trary; and although we are sensible the General Court haye
much publick business of the greatest importance to tram. ,
act, wonld ha ve discouraged us from troubling them with this
mat~er at. this time, could we think of any method to obta'in
our Just rIght; but as we cannot, we hope your Honours will
excuse us, and afford us such assistance as to you shall seem
meet, as the General Court is the Indians' guardian, &c.

Read, and committed to TValter Spooner, with Colond
Norton and MI'. Bryant.

The Committee of both Houses on the above Petition re-
port, as their ~pini?n, that there be now appointed by'this
Court three Guardrans, to take the care of the Indian,y and
their Estates for the benefit of the Indian inhabitants that h~-
long to that part of the Island of Martha's Vineyard knowIl
by the name of Gayhead.

'V ALTER SPOONER, per order.

Read, and accepted.

A Letter from the Committee of Safety, &c., for the
Town of Rowley, respecting Jonathan Stickney, Jun., with a
number of Depositions accompanying the same.

In the IIollse of Representatives: Read, and committod
to . . . . ',' , with such as the honQurable Board may join.

In Counctl: Read, and concurred, and Caleb Cu~hinrr
Esquire, is joined.

(~,
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In the House of Representatives,' The House made choice
of Simeon Sampson as Captain of the Armeo Brigantine
building at Kingston, for the service of this Colooy.

in Council,' Read, and concurred.

A Letter from the Committee of Correspondence, &c., of
Salem, respecting one ~Hugh Mulkoy's supplying the enemy
with Provisions, &c. Read, and committed to Eldad Tay- .

lor, Esquire, with Captain Stone and Mr. Rawson.

Major Bliss came up with a message from the honourable
House, desiring that the Board would desist from making out
any Commissions, either civil or military, for the pI:esent.

ColonellYorton came up with a message from the honour-
able House, info~ming the Board that the House proposed
to come to the choice of Guardians for the Gayhead In-
dians at five o'clock, to-morrow afternoon, if agreeable to 'the
honourable Board.

Jedediah Foster, Esq., went down with a message to the
honourable House, to inform them that the Board agreed to
the f<)regoing proposal of the honourable House.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday, April 18, 1776.

Prcsent in Council: Honourable James Otis, Benjamin Greenleaf, Caleb
Cushing, Walter Spooner, Thomas Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John
'Vhetcomb, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Michael Farley, Samuel
Holten, Jabez Fisher, Esquires.

The Committee on the state of the Colony, to whom
was referred the consideration of the Petitions and Papers
accompanying the same, from sundry Committees and other
inhabitants of several Towns in the County of Berkshire,
report, as their opinion, that it will be expedient that a Com-
mittee from this Court be sent to Pittsfield, in said County,
and that they give notice to the several Towns in said County
to meet them there on the 14th day of ,May next, by such
persons as they shall appoint; and that. the said Committee
make proper inquiry into the cause of the matters of com-
plaint subsisting there, and report the same to the General
Court at their next 1Ylay Session; and that instructions be
given to said Committee by this Court for regulating their pro-
ceedings therein. And the Committee ask leave to sit again.

Read, and accepted, and Walter Spooner, Esq., with
George Partridge and Jonathan Grout, Esqrs., be a Com-
mittee for the above purpose.

Ordered, That the Letter fi'om General TVa/'d be com-
mitted to Mr. Speaker, Mr. Hopkins, and Colonel 1YlitchelZ,
with Thomas Cushing and John Whetcomb, Esquires.

Ordered, That Deacon Nichols be on the Committee,
for fortifying the Harbour of Boston, in the room of Colonel
Orne, excused.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to Abiel .Walker, the sum of eighteen Pounds,
in full for losses sustained by her late husband, Captain
Benjamin Walker, taken at BunJcer's Hill, on the 17th of
June last.

Ordered, That the Letter from Elbridge Gerry, Esq.,
enclosing a Paper with Resolves of Congress, be committed
to the Committee on the state of the Colony.

Ordered, That the Receiver-General of this Colony be
directed to pay to Captain John Lane the several sums which
are made up and appear due on his Muster-Roll to eaeh of
the men in his Company, for their travelling expenses.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to Jonathan Atherton, the sum of two Pounds
four ShilIings, in full for a Gun he provided and delivered to
James Bridges, which sum is stopped out of the wages due
to said Bridges, in Captain Hastings's Muster-Roll.

The Committee appointed to examine the Accounts of
Amos .9ingletary, Esq., reported that they had attended
that service, and found the same fairly stated and well
vouched; that the said Amos hath furnished the said Colony
with three hundred and seventeen blankets, of the value of
one hundred and ninety-four Pounds seven Shillincrs and
ten Pence, and that he hath received of Henry G:lrdner,
Esq" as Treasurer for said Co]ony, the sum of three hun-
dred and eighty Pounds fourteen Shillings, for the purpose
aforesaid; so that there remains due to the Colony aforesaid,
a balance of one hundred and niilety-four Pounds six Shil-
lings and two Pence. .

FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. V.

Whereupon ;Resolved, That Amos Singletary, aforesaid,
pay unto the said Henry Gardner, Esq., Treasurer as afore-
said, the aforesaid sum of one hundred and ninety-fom"
Pounds six Shillings and two Pence, as the just balance of
all Accounts between him and the aforesaid Colony, and
that the Receipt of the said lIenry for the same be a dis-
charge in full to the said Amos, for the aforesaid sum of
three hundred and eighty-eight Pounds fourteen Shillings.

In the Rouse of Representatives: The House made choice'
of Joshua Lovejoy, as First Lieutenant of Captain R.'ing's
Company, in the room of Silas ~Marble, who declines ac-
cepting that appointment.

In Council: Read, and concurred.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General of this Colony
deliver to Jerathmiel Bower,y, Esq., forty pieces of Duck,
by him to be made use of for making Sails for those Armed
Vessels he and others, a Committee of this Court, were di-
rected to build for this Colony, he to be accountable to this
Court for the same.

"To the Keeper of the Jail at IPsWICH, in the County
of ESSEx, greeting,'

"
You are hereby ordered and directed to receive into

your custody, Jonathan Stickney, Jun., who has been appre-
hended by the Committee of Inspection, Correspondence,
and Safety,"of the Town of Rowley, and sent to the Gene-
ral Court, for having, in the most open and daring manner,
endeavoured, according to the utmost of his abilities, to
encourage and introduce discontent, sedition, and a spirit of
disobedience to all lawful authority among the peop]e, by
frequently c1amouring in the most impudent, insulting, and
abusive language, against the American Congress, the Ge-
n'eral Court of this Colony, and others who are and have
been exerting themselves to save the country ii'om misery
and ruin; all which is made fully to appear: You are
therefore him safely to keep in close confinement, in a room
by himself, and that he be not a1\owed the use of pen, ink,
or paper, and not suffer him to converse with any person
whatsoever, unless in your hearing, till the further order of
the General Court, or he to be otherwise discharged by
due course of law..

"In the name,and by order of the Council and Houseof
Representatives." .

Ordered, That Mr. Jen'ett, of Ipswich, and Colonel
Tlwtcher, be of the Committee on the Muster-Rolls of the
Sea-Coast Men and Minute-men, in the room of Mr. Ho-
bart and Mr. Ilaven, absent.

Petition of Iwac Rand, setting forth: That the Honour-
able General Ward has ordered the Small-Pox Hospital
for the Army to be removed to the Barracks at Sewalrs
Point, to which place six soldiers are already removed
from Boston, and many more hourly expected; and that
your Petitioner cannot get good Nurses for the sum which
is allowed by the honourable Continental Congress, and
that most of the persons visited with the sma1\-pox have it
very badly, and stand in need of the best of nurses; also,
llave occasion for some medicine, the Continental medicines
being sent away; therefore, your Petitioner prays the ho-
nourable Court's direction concerning the premises.

Resolved, That Dr. Isaac Rand be, and hereby is, directed
immediately to procure, on the credit of this Colony, sllch a
number of Nurses, and such a quantity of Medicines, as are
necessary for the use of the Small-Pox Hospital for the
Continental Army, and that he exhibit an Account of the
same to this House as soon as may be.

1\'Ir. Sawyer came up with a message from the House, to
inform the Board that the House proposed to come to the
choice of Guardians for the Gayhead Indians, by joint
ballot of both Houses.

James Prescott, Esq., went down with a message to the
HOllse, to inform them tliat the Board agreed to the fore-
going proposal.

In Conncil: Ordered, That Benjamin Chadbourn and
Joseph Gerrish, Esquires, be a Committee to count and
sort, who reported that the number of Votes were:

On the part of the Board, 9
On the part of the House, - 43

Total, 52
81
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Twenty-seven made a vote, and that Jonathan Allen,
Esq., James Allen, and Zachariah Horsewit, were unani-
mously chosen.

The Secretary, by order of the major part of the Coun-
'('iI, went down to the honourable House, with the following
Message, viz:

"
Gentlemen of the I~ouse of Representatives:
"You yesterday desired the Council, by a verbal message,

that they would desist from making out any commissions,
either civil or military, for the present. You cannot but be
sensible of the exposed state of the Colony to the depreda-
tions of our merciless enemies, who would, \Ve have the
filHest reason to believe, with eagerness, avail themselves of
an opportunity to wreak their vengeance upon this Colony,
and, if possible, to do something to excite in the minds of
the people sentiments of their valour, very different from
what can be entertained of them at prese;t, by those who
bave heard of their late precipitate flight fi'om Boston, and
other instances of their shameful conduct. You must also
b~ sensible that, in order to prevent such mischiefs, it is of
the highest importance that our Mi]itia should, without Joss
of time, be put upon the best footing possible for making
a defence, which is far from being the case at present, as
a considerable part thereof is still destitute of officers. The
Council can conceive of no sufficient reason why they
should delay, under these circumstances, to make out com-
missions to persons duly appointed to offices; but if you
will suggest any, we shall consider them with due attention,
as we are greatly concerned both for the safety and reputa-
tion of the Colony.

"Tn. the name and by OI'der of the major part of the
Council:

"
J AMESOTIS, President."

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Frid~y, April 19,1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, William Sever, Benja-
min, Greenleaf, vValter [:;pooner, Caleb Cushing, John \Vinthrop,
Benjamin Chadbourn, Thomas Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John Whet-
comb, Jedediah Foster, Eldad Taylur, .rames Prescott, Benjamin Lin-
coln, Samuel Holten, Jahez Fisher, Esquires.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to fortify the
Harbour of Boston be, and they hereby are, empowered
and directed to purchase, on the best. terms they may be
had, eight hundred feet of the Continental Barracks, pro-
vided their cost with the' expense of removing and rebuild-
ing them, shaH, in the opinion of the Committee, be less
than the value of new ones, and cause them to be removed
to, and rebuilt on, Noddle's Island; and they are directed
to appoint some suitable person to superintend the taking
down, removing to, and rebuilding the same at the place
aforesaid, and also all the carpenter's work necessary to
be done on said Island; and also, some suitable Engineer,
to attend and direct the raising of the Fortifications ordered
on said Is]and; and they are also directed immediately to
cause to be built on said Is]and a convenient Bake-House
and Brew-House, sufficient for one Regiment of men.

Resolved, That the Commissary-Gcneral of this Colony
be, and hereby is, directed to purchase, if they are not on
hand, and transport them to and lodge them in some safe
store near Noddle's Island, two hundred barrels of Beef,
the same quantity of Pork, three hundred quintals of dried
Cod-Fish, five hundred bushels of Beans or Peas, one
thousand three hundred gallons of Mo]asses, five hundred
barrels of Flour, forty barrels of Vinegar, three thousand
pounds of Soap and Butter, Rice and Mi]k, for the Regi-
ment of men to be statiOPied on said Is]and, according to
the allowance voted them; three hundred barrels of Cider,
a sufficient quantity of Spruce for making six hundred bar-
rels of Beer, forty empty Barrels, twenty cords of \V ood,
one thousand wooden Canteens, one hundred and twenty
Mess-Pots, the same number of wooden Mess-Bowls, and
the like number of Pails; and the Commissary is directed
to deliver out said articles at such time, to such person, and
in such proportion, as he shall be directed in future by this
Court.

.

Whereas the Superior Court of Judicature, Court of
Assize and General Jail Delivery, according to Jaw should
be holden at Worcester, within and for the County of ifTor-
.<:cster, on the Tuesday next preceding the last Tuesday of
April, current: And whereas several of the Justices and
officers of the said Court are members of this Court, which

is likely to continue sitting beyond the said time, and it i~;
probable that matters of great importance may require the
attendance of all the members of this Court at that time:

Therefore Resolved, That the said Courts be, and here-
by are, adjourned to the third Tuesday of September next,
being the time at which the Superior Court of Judicature,
Court of Assize and Genera] Jail Delivery, is to be holden
at TForcester, within and for the said County of T'Vorcestcr;
and that all pleas, processes, writs, actions, suits issucr]
or to be issued, complaints, precepts, recognisances, and
all other matters and things returnable, and having and that
should have had day in the said Couns, if the same were
holden the day next preceding the last Tuesday in April,
current, shaH lie returnable, and have day in the said
Courts on the said third Tuesday of September next, and
shaH abide and continue unto that time, and shall then h.~
proceeded on, heard, and determined, to all intents and
purposes, as effcctual1y as if said Courts were held on thi)
day hy law appointed as aforesaid.

\Yhereas the Supenor Court of Judicature, Court of
Assize and General Jail De]ivery, according to law should
be holden at Northampton, within and for the County of
Hampshire, on the last Tuesday of April, current: Anel
whereas several of the Justices and officers of the sair]
Court are members of this COUlt, which is liable to COD-

, tinue sitting beyond the said time, and it is probable thu
matters of great importance may require the attendance of
a11the members of this Court at that time:

Therefore Resolved, That the said Courts be, and here-
by are, adjourned to the fourth Tuesday of September next,
being the time at which the Superior Court of JudicatuJ'(',
Court of Assize and General Jail Delivery, is to be holden
at Springfield, within and for said County of Hampshire,
and tbat aH pleas, processes, writs, actions, suits issucd
or to be issued, complaints, precepts, recognisances, and al1
other matters and things returnable and having and that
should have had day in the said Court, if the same werc
holden the last Tuesday in April current, sha1l be returnable
and have day in th~ said Courts on the said last Tuesday
of September next, and shall abide and continuc unto that
time, and shall be proceeded on, heard, and determined, to
aH intents and purposes as.eflectua1ly as if said Courts were
held on the said last T1/Csday of April.

Resolved, That tbe Commissary-Genera] of this Colony
be, and he hereby is, dirccted to apply to General Ward fi)r
the Joan of two and a half barrels of Powder, from the Con-
tinental Store, in order to prove a number of Cannon lately
cast for the use of this Co]ony; and that said Commissary
deliver said Powdm, if obtained, to MI'. Rurbeck, for the
purpose aforesaid.

.

Ordered, That Captain Watson, Colonel Bowers, and
Brigadier Thompson, with Benjamin .Greenleaf and Benja-
min Chadbourn, Esquires, be a Committee to examine Cap-
tain Solomon Davis and Prince Gorham, with respect to
their importing Goods contrary to the Resolutions of the
Continental Congress, and report.

In the llou..~e of Representatives: The House made choice
of Richard Weldon as Captain of the Armed Brigantine
building at Dartmouth, for the service of this Colony.

In Council: Read, and concurred.

Ordered, That Colonel Bowers and Mr. Durfee, with
Jedediah Poster, Esq., be a Committee to consider what
shaH be done with the warlike Stores lately imported into
Dartmouth in the Sloop Betsy, . . . . Jenny, Master.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the pub]ick Treasury
of this Colony, to Captain Reuben Dow, the sum of fOllr
Pounds, in full of his charge in going home, nursing, and
boarding, in consequence of his being wounded.

Resolved, That Colonel Bowers and Mr. Rawson, with
John Whetcomb, Esq., be a Committee immediately to ap-
ply to General Ward, and desire him to remove about one
hundred men from Beverley, and as many more as can be
spared from Bunker's Hill, and employ them in building
Barracks and erecting a Fort at Noddle's Island; and that
Colonel Josiah Whitney be directed immediately to repair
to Boston, and to order the men belonging to his Regiment,
as fast as they are raised, to march to the same place, in
order to forward the works before-mentioned.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.
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Satur<lay, April 20, 1776.

Prpsent in Council: Honourable James Otis, William Sever, Benjamin
Greenleaf, Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, John Winthrop, Benjf1-
min Chadbourn, Thomas Cushing, Joseph Gerrish, John vVlwtcomb,
Eldad Taylor, James Prescott, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Benjamin
White, Esquires.

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to consider
what is proper to be done with the warlike Stores lately im-
ported into Dartmouth in the Sloop Sally, report as their
opinion: That they be immediately stored there, under the
care of Captain Gamaliel Church and Lemuel Williams;
and as four vessels of war are now building in those parts,
by order of this Court, viz: two at Sw(wsey, one at Dart-
mouth, and one at Kingston, that the small-arms, gunpow-
der, ball, field-pieces, and cutJasses, be reserved to equip
the same, as shall be hereafter directed by the General Court;
and if any small-arms shall remain after the sairl four ves-
sels shall be equipped, that they shall be immediately sold
for the benefit of this Government, to inhabitants of the
same, as the General Court shall hereafter order.

JEDEnIAH FOSTER, per order.

In Council: Read, and accepted.
In the House of Representati-ves: Read, and recommitted,

and Mr. Partridge, with such as the honourable Board shaH
join, is added to the Cbmmittee.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Samuel 1Iolten,
Esq., is joined.

Ordered, That the Letter from the Honourable John
Hancock, Esq., President of the American Congress, with
sundry Resolves and Papers accompanying the same, be
committed to Colonel Orne, Mr. 'Hteeler, and JVIr.Story,
with -William Sever and Benjamin Greenleaf, Esquires.

Ordered, That Captain Fisk be appointed to take the
command of the Armed Sloop building at Salisbury, by MI'.
Derby and Captain Batchelder, for tbe service of this Co-
lony.

The Committee appointed to repOlt suitable names for
the five Armed Vessels now building by this Colony, re-
ported: That the Brigantine building at Kingston be called
the Independence; that the Brigantine building at Dart-
mouth be called the Rising Empire; tbat the Sloop build-
ing at Salisbury be called the Tyrannicide; that one of the
Sloops building at Swansey be caned the J1epublick, and the
other the Freedom.

Read, and concurred.

Ordered, That Benjamin Chadbourn, Esq., be of the
Committee to consider wbat shall be done with the warlike
Stores lately imported into Dartmoutlt, in tbe room of Jede-
diah Foster, Esq., excused.

The House appointed Colonel TVilliam Jones on the Com-
mittee to distribute the sum of twelve hundred Pounds to. Monday,April 22, 1776.
the inhabitants of tht) eastern part of the County of Lin- Present in Council: HonourableJames Otis!Willian:' S~ver,Benjamin
coln aareeable to a late Resolve of this Court in the room Greenlea!, 'Yalter Spooner, Caleb Cush.mg, BenJ"mm Chadbourn,

l\' r
b

G l if, d ' .Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb, JeJedlah Foster, James Pre,cott,of H r. reen ea , excuse. Eldad Taylor, Benjamin I.incoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer,
Resolved, That the present Trustees, lately appointed by Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Benjamin White, Esquires.

this Court to manage the Indian affairs of Grafton, be, and Resolved, That there be paid out of the publiek Treasury
hereby are, directed to make inquiry, as soon as may be of this Colony, to the Committee of the Town of Upt(jn,
convenient, whether the five Pounds and interest, as men- the sum of sixteen Pounds twelve Shillings and eleven
tioned by the Petitioner, (Elizabeth Sampson,) be really due Pence, in full for sundries supplied the Army.
from the former Trustees; .and if so, that they improve Ordered, That TVilliam Sever and Benjamin Greenleaf,
proper metho.ds, as the law directs for the recovery of deb~s, Esquires, with Mr. Wheeler, Colonel Bliss, and Mr. Jewett,
to procure said money for the use and benefit of the said be a Committee to make such additions and amendmentsPetitioner.

. to the Bill for fixing out Armed Vessels for the defence ofFurther Resolved,. That the .pr~sent Trustees aforesaid, America as are necessary and shall comport with the late
be, and hereby are, (hrected to dlstnbute tbe Interest-I~oney Resolve of Congress, confiscating British property.
of.Andrew Abraham, deceased, among all t?e post~nty of In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That. . . .
said Andrew Abraham: deceased, or to pay It to.Ehzabe~h , with such as the honourableBoard shalljoin,
Sampson only, (accordmg to the or-del' and desire. of said be a Committee to prepare Instructions to the Committee
Andrew Abraham,) as to them shall appear most Just and appointed to go to Pittsfield, &c.
reasonable. In Council: Read, and concurred, and Eldad Taylor,

In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That Major Esq., is joined.
1Iawley, <;olonel Br?o~.~, and Major Fuller, be a C?mn~it- Resolved, That for the more expeditiously making the
tee to wa!t on a maJ0l'ltr of the honourable CounCil with Fortifications necessary for the defence of the Town and
the followmg Message, VIZ: Port of Boston, part of the forces of this Colony, lately raised
"May it please your Honours: for the defence of its sea-coasts, shan, without any delay,

. "The House having with due attention considered your march to the said Town of Boston: that is to say, Capt~in
message of the 18th instant, beg leave to observe that, when Daniel Giddens, and the whole of the Company under his
they presurned to send a verbal message to your Honours, command, now doing duty at Gloucester, and Captain Da-
desiring you to desist from making out any commissions, niel Ward, and a detachment of the Company- under his
civil or military, they were sensible that a considerable part command, to the number of fifty men, including himself,

. -

of our Militia are stilI destitute of officers, anrl were very
sufficiently possessed of the importance of putting them,
witbout loss of time, on the hest footing, in order to defend
this Colony, exposed to the merciless depredations of our
enemies, who may avail themselves of our situation to wreak
their vengeance and retrieve their reputation, lost by their-
late precipitate flight; but at the same time, when they con--
sider the absurdity of issuing commissions in the present sty]e,
under our present situation, they supposed themselves funy
justified in not troubling your Honours with reasons tlwy sup--
posed obvious to everyone; but as your Honours cannot con-
cei,,'e any reasons sufficient to delay issuing commissions, and
are pleased to assure us that you will consider, with due atten-
tion, such as we may suggest, we beg leave to mention to
your Honours, that the absurdity of issuing commissions in
the present style is so apparent, and the tendency it has to
keep up ideas wholly inconsistent with our conduct and
safety, has given the good people of this Colony such un-
easiness as rendered it necessary to make provision for alter-
ing the commissions already issued, and for a different style
for futUre commissions. We had therefore provided and have
under consideration a bill for that purpose, which we pre-
sumed would meet your Honours' approbation, when regu-
larly laid before you, and appears to be calculated to promote
botb the safety and reputation of the Colony; and as the
bill is now before the honourable Board, they \vill be able
to judge of our sentiments and conduct in the provisions
therein made."

The Committee appointed to examine Captain Solomon
Davis and Prince Gorham, have attended that service; and
having made inquiry of the Sheriff' of the County of Barn-
stable, who was directed and fully authorized and empow-
ered, by a resolve of tbis Court of the 11 th instant1 to take
jnto his possession all such India Tea and English Goods as
were brought in a vessel therein referred to; and being in-
formed by the said Sheriff that he had made all due search
and inquiry after such goods, but found none; neither was
he able to cone1ude that any such goods were brought in the
said vessel: Wherefore your Committee are of opinion, that
the said Captain Davis and Gorham be discharged from any
further attendance. B GENJAMIN REENLEAF,per order._

In Council: Read, and accepted.
In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That Colonel

Grout, Major Goodman, and lVIr.Bent, with Benjamin Chad-
bourn and Joseph Gerrish, Esquires, be a Committee to ex-
amine Caleb T-Vheaton and others, lately taken prisoners on
board the Brig Sally, by Captain Manly.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, JJfonday morning.
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now doing duty at Salem; and that on their arrival at Bos-
ton they shall be under the field command of Colonel Jo-
siah fVhl~tney, and be employed in the service, as the Com-
mittee of this Court for the fortifying the Town and Har-
bour of Boston shall order. And that the said Company
,and Detachment, from the time of their march from their
'Present posts to Boston aforesaid, and during their stay there,
:shall be on the same establishment of pay and subsistence
as has been lately made by this Court for the Regiment
now raising, to be comman1ted by the said Colonel Whitney;
and that the Commissary for the Companies now posted at
Gloucester supply the said Captain Giddens, and the Com-
pany under his. command, with sufficient Rations, for their
march to Boston, computing at the rate of one .day for
twenty miles travel. And that the Commissary for the
Forces stationed at Salem .supply the said Captain 'Yard,
and the aforesaid Detachment, with sufficient Rations for
their march to Boston, computing at the rate aforesaid. And
tbat the honourable Council be empowered forthwith to
make their orders to the above-named Captains, respective-
Iy, for the m'arching the said Company and Detachment to
Boston aforesaid, and all other orders necessary for carry-
ing this Resolve into execution.

Petition of Nathaniel Barber, setting forth: That he had
had the honour of laying before you the state of the North
Battery in this Town; since which he found two pieces
of Cannon, (twelve-pounders,) have been taken from that
dismantled Fortress.; and on inquiry, find Mr. Nathaniel
Barber, blacksmith, has taken them by order of Commis-
sary Devens, and Assistant Quartermaster-General Frazer.
Thought it my duty to give you this information. Likewise
to acquaint your Honours, that at a meeting of the Com-
mittee of Inspection, held at Boston, the 9th instant, he
was appointed to receive certificates of goods. landed in this
town, and to grant permissions to take on board merchan-
dise to be exported, 'taking securities for their not being
carried to the enemies of America. In the first part of this
business he has acted, but has not as yet granted any per-
missions, and thinks he cannot till the further directions of
the honourable Court. As many vessels from different parts
are daily expected, he humbly hopes such directions will
immediately be issued; and as he has tarried in town upon
expense, humbly craves the favour of your Honours that he
may be appointed, promising faithfully to observe such rules
and directions as you shall please to order. And as there
is such an appointment in Philadelphia, hopes your Honours
wiH take into consideration as soon as possible, as it will be
of great service to this devoted town. It will expedite
business, which, under the present circumstances of the
town, ought not to be retarded.

H.ead, and committed to Colonel Norton, Colonel Wil-
liams, and lVIr. JI,'ye, with James Otis and Calcb Cushing,
Esquires.

In the House of Representatives: The House made choice
(by ballot) of the {oHowing gentlemen to be Field-OfficCi"S
101' the First Regiment of 'Militia, in the County of York,
"iz: Ebenezer Sawyer, Colonel; Edward Grow, Lieute-
nant-Colonel; John Littlefield, First Major; John Nowell,
Second Major.

In Council: Read, and concUl'red.

In the Ilouse of Representatives: The House made choice
(by ballot) of Enoch Learned, as Adjutant of the Third
l'{egiment of Militia, in the County of Suffolk.

In Council: Read, and concurred.

In the House of Representatives: The House made choice
(by ballot) of Henry Ilerrick, as Adjutant of the Eighth
Regiment of Militia, in the County of E~sex"

In Council: Read, and concurred.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-lnorl'OW morning.

Tuesday, April 23, 1776.

Prescnt in Council: Honourable James Otis, William Sever, Benjamin
Greenleaf, Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing. Thomas Cushing, Benja-
min Chadbourn, Joseph Gerrish, John Whet comb, Jedediah Foster,
James Prescott, Eldad Taylor, Benjamin Lincoln, Joseph Palmer,
Samuel Holten, Ja]}{'z Fisher, Michael Farley, and Benjamin White,
Esquires.

Whereas a Resolve passed this Court the 12th of April
,current, empowering and directing the Committee appointed
to fortify the Harbour of Boston, to sink Ships in the chan-
.nel, between the Middle-Ground and Castle-Rocks, so called,

for preventing any vessel of more than two hundred ton,
from passing to Boston: And it is found lhat Castle-Island
is in a direct line between our Fortifications on Dorcheste:r
Point and that part of the channel the water in which is to
be rcduced; and that our enemies may remove anyobstruc-
tions we may lodge therein without being exposed to tlw
fire from any of our Batteries:

It is therefore Resolved, That the Committee aforesaid
be, and they hereby are, empowered and directed to repai,"
and raise such Fortifications on Castle-Island as may b,~
found necessary.

And as covering will be wanted for the men employed
on that Island, it is further ,

Resolved, That the Resolve of the 18th instant, empower-
ing the said Committee to purchase and remove to 1Voddle's
Island eight hundred feet of the Continental Barracks, h.~
so far reconsidered as that the said Commhtee have liberty
to remove so many feet of the said eight hundred to Castl~-
Island, and there rebuild them for the purpose aforesaid, as
they shaH judge necessary.

And whereas the design of raising a Regiment of men,
and ealling in a number of the Sea-Coast Companies, all
to be unL1er lhe command of Colonel Josiah WMtney, is
to fortify the Harbour of Boston: And as this Court have
appointed a Committee to see their orders re]ative to suc']
Fortification carried into execution:

It is .therefore Resolved, That the said Colonel Josiah
H'hitney be, and be hereby is, instructed to follow suc:')
directions as he may £I'om time to time receive, from said
Committee, in all things whatsoever which pertains to for-
tifying the Harbour aforesaid.

Whereas sundry persons of this Colony have joined our
unnatural enemies, who have, iq a hostile manner, been en-
deavouring to enslave the United Colonies, and otbers have
absconded and removed out of this Colony, with intent to
aid the despotick measures of our enemies; and divers (If
both sorts have left Estates, both Real and Personal, much
of which have been already wasted, and more is liable to
waste:

Therefore Resolved, That the Committee.of Correspon-
dence, Safety, and Inspection, in each and every Town and
Plantation in this Colony, where there is any Real or Per-
sonal Estate in tlkJir respective Towns, belonging to any
person or persons that, in their opinion, have tied to Boston
in the late time of distress, to secure themsel ves, or that
have joined the unnatural enemies of the United Colonie,:,
or that have withdrawn themselves out of this Colony to ai:!
the despotick measures of our enemies, that they imme-
diately take into possession all such Estates, and, according
to their best discretion and judgment, for the use of this Co-
lony, order and lease out such Real Estate to such perso'1
or persons, and for such sum and su\ns of money as they
shall think proper, for the space of one year; and that they
return to this Court a true Inventory of such Personal Estatl\
as they shall receive into their possession belonging to each
such person; and also an account to whom they shall let
the said Estate, and the amount of the rent they shall agreCJ
to he paid for the same, any former order or resolve of the
Congress of this Colony, or of the General Court, to the con-
trary notwithstanding: Provided, always, That nothing in
the aforegoing Resolve shall be construed to extend to such
Estates as aforesaid, whether Real or Personal, as are now
held and possessed by persons friendly to this Colony, by
virtue of any written conveyance bearing date and actually
executed on or before tbe Q2d day of ~Iay, 1775.

And whereas sundry persons in this Colony did net
actually join our unnatural enemies, nor remove out of this
Colony, but have discovered a strong attachment to them,

. and been aiding and assisting them in their wicked designs
all in their power, and have approved of their measures:

It is therefore further Resolved, That the Committee
aforesaid be directed to return to this Court, at or before
the second Tnesday of their next session, the names of aJl
persons who have in any manner acted against or opposed
the rir,hts or liberties' of this country, or who have signed
or vot~d any adf\ress to General Gage, approving his erran.d
to this Colony, or his administration since the dissolution
of the General Court at Salem, in 1774, or to Governour
Hutchinson, after the arrival of General G(1ge, or to General
IIowe; or who have signed and promoted any Association
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for joining or assisting the enemies of this Continent; and
of such as have fled from this Colony to or with the British
Army, Fleet, or elsewhere, together with their respective
crimes and evidences, or depositions which may be procur-
ed to prove the same, unless such person or persons shall
have given ample satisfaction to the publick of their sincere
contrition, thorou<rh reformation, and firm attachment to the
rights and intere~ts of this and the other United Colonies
of America; and it is recommended to the Justices of the
Peace in the several Counties, to aid and assist such Com-
mittees in taking such depositions as may be procured in
the premises.

Resolved, That the whole of the Stores lately imported
into Dartmouth, in the S]oop Sally, beJonging to this Co]ony,
be stored there under the care of Captain Gamaliel Church
and Lemuel Williams, and by them to be kept until remo-
ved by the Commissary-GeneraJ of this CoJony, or the order
of this Court.

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to examine
Caleb Wheaton, Caleb Wheaton, Jun., and Joseph Wheaton,
prisoners, taken in the Brigantine bound from Boston to
Halifax, and sent to this COUlt by the Committee of .Marble-
head, have attended that service. It appearing to your
Committee that the first named, Caleb Wheaton, ha \.jng,
while in Boston, been an Associator, and in other instances
not friendly to American liberty, are of the opinion that the
said Cakb Wheaton give bond to the Treasurer of this Colo-
ny for the slim of tlm~e hundred Pounds, with sufficient
surety for his future good behaviour, or be coufined in some
Jail within this Colony until he shall find such surety; or if
the said Wheaton sha1l think proper, and sha1ll'rocure his
passage for himself and famil~ to Nova-Scotia, he m?y have
liberty to remove there on hIS own expense, provIded he
wiIJ give his promise in writing, not to bear arms against the
United Colonies. And that the said Caleb fVheaton, Jun.,
and Joseph Wheaton, upon theil' giving their written paroles
not to bear arms against the United Colonies, nor any way
to aid or assist the enemies of said Colonies, and they pay-
ing the expense of being brought before this Court, may be
discharO"ed. B C d'=' E.'i'JA~nN RADBOURN, pcr or cr.

In Council: Read, and accepted.

In the House of Representatives: Read, and non-conCUr-
red, and ordered to be recommitted, and Co]oneJ Carpenter,
with such as the honourabJe Board shall join, is added to
the Committee.

In Council: Read, and concurred, and Caleb Cushing,
Esq., is joined. .

In the Honse of Representatives: The House made
choice (by bal1ot) of the fQIJowing gentlemen, as Adjutants
for the respective Regiments of Militia hereafter mentioned
VIZ:

Brinsley Stephens, for the Fourth Regiment, in the
County of Essex.

Gershom Flag, for the Second Regiment, in the County
of TVorcester.

Joseph Haskell, Jun., for the Fourth Regiment, in the
County of Plymouth.

John Farrar, for the Sixth Regiment, in the County of
T'Vorcester. '

Eliel Todd, for the Second Regiment, in the County of
Berkshire.

Levi Pease, for the Third Regiment, in the County of
llampshire.

John Porter, for the Sixth Regiment, in the County of
Middlesex.

John Gleason, for the Fifth Regiment, in the Cou~ty of
Middlesex.

Phinehas Newhall, for the First Regiment, in the County
of TVorcester.

Frederick Drown, for the First Regiment, in the County
of Bristol.

In Council: Read, and concurred.
Ordered, That the Secretary be directed to procure the

printing of a sufficient number of the ResoJves empowering
the Committees of the several Towns in this Colony to
lease out the Estates of the enemies of the United CoJo-
nies, and deliver the same when printed to the Sheriff of
the County of ,I..,'uffolk,that each Town in the Colony may
be ,ftIrnished with a copy thereof.

Resolved, That therebe paid out of the publickTreasury
of this CoJony, to Eleazer Priest, the sum of one Pound
nineteen Shi1lings, in full for losses sustained at the battle at
Chelsea, in May Jast.

Resolved, Tbat there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to the Heirs of John Gibson, the sUm of six
Pounds nine Shillings, in ful1 for losses sustained at the
battJe of Bunker's Hill.

Ordered, That the Petition of a number of the Com-
missioned Officers of tbe Twenty-Seventh Regiment of
Foot, be committed to Mr. TVheeler, Colonel Orne, and
Mr. Singletary, with Thomas Cushing and Moses Gill,
Esquires.

.

Whereas this Colony have raised and stationed a number
Df men on the Sea-Coast for their protection and defence,
who are under the pay of this Colony, and some of them
have taken sundry vessels; and no resoJve has as yet been
passed to determine what share such men shal1 have in any
prizes that are or may be taken:

Therefore Resolved, That the Sea-Coast Men, stationed
in any part of this Colony, sha1l be entitled to one-third part
of the nett proceeds (after charges of condemnation and
other expenses are paid) of al1VesseJs and Cargoes that
have been, or shall hereafter be taken by them, and legal1y
condemned by the Court establi..,hedto try the justice of all
such captures, which shall be divided among diem, in pro-
pOltion to the pay of the Officers and Soldiers employed in
such port or place, and the remainder shall be to the use of
the Colony.

Adjourned to nine o'c1ock, to-morrow moming.

Wednesday, April 24, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourab]e James Otis, 'William Sever, Benjamin
Greenleaf, "Valter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas'
Cushing, Benjamin Chadbourn, Joseph Gerrish, John Whetcomb,
Jedediah Fosler, hmes Prescott, Eldad Taylor; Michael Farley,
SaRluel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Moses GiIJ, and Benjamin 'White,
Esquires.

As it is tbe wisdom of every community to encourage
the growth and manufacture of those commodities which
tend to the publick good, especia1ly such articles as are
necessary for defence in time of war; and as the furnishing a
Navy is of the last importance, both to the present and future
security of these United Colonies, and as this cannot be
done without large quantities of the necessary article of
Hemp, which may be produced. to great advantage among
us.; and whereas the honourable Continental Congress have
recommended that encouragement be given for the culture
and growth of Hemp; therefore, for the encouragement of
those who will undertake to cultivate so important a com-
modity at this time,

It is Resolved, That there shall be paid out of the pub-
lick Treasury of this Colony, for every pound of good mer-
chantable Hemp, water-rotted and well dressed, which shall
be of the growth of this Colony, after the date hereof, a
bounty of two Pence upon the pound, to continue for the
space of tbree years fr01l1the date hereof; the quantity
and quality of the Hemp to be certified to the Treasury of
this CoJony, under the hand of the major part of the Select-
men of the Town in which it was raised, who shall be em-
powered to administer an oath to the person producing the
commodity, in the form following, viz:

" You, A B, of . . . . . , do swear that the. . . . .
pounds of Hcmp by you now offered for a survey, was pro.
duced and raised by you within this CoJony, since April,
li76, and tbat neitber you nor any other person in your
behaJf, hath hereto bad a survey and obtained a certificate
for the same, or any part thereof: so help you God."

Which oath shall be reduced to writing before it is ad-
ininistered, the quantity of Hemp being expressed in words,
and not in figures; and the person taking the same sball
subscribe his name thereto; after which, the surveyor shall
endorse and subscribe his Certificate, in the form foHowing,
VIZ:

". . . . ss. The dayof . . . . A. D. . .'..
surveyed the quantity of Hemp within-mentioned, and found
it to be good and merchantable, and entitled to a premium
agreeable to a reso]ve of the General Court."

It is earnestly recommended to a1l those whose situation
wiJl admit of it, by every method in their power, to promote
the raising of Flax, the doing of which wiJI be considered
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not only as acting a wise and prudent part with regard to
themselves and families, in this time of scarcity, but as highly
meriting the approbation of the publick.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to Applia Keneson, the sum of two Pounds
fIfteen Shillings, in full for the losses her Husband sustained
in the battle of Lexington.

Rcsolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to William Dodge, the sum of six Shillings
and eight Pence, in full for a Bayonet lost in the battle of
Lexington.

Rcsolved, That there be paid out of tbe publick Treasury
of this Colony, to Samucl Woodbury, the :ium of two Pounds
ten Shillings, in full for losses he sustained in the battle of
Lexington.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the pubJick Treasury
of this Colony, to the Heirs of Peter Tf7tetcomb, deceased,
the sum of five Pounds, in full for his losses in the battle of
L{;xington. .

Resolved, That tbere be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to Benjamin Snaw, the sum of one Pouml
eight Shillings, in full for his losses in the battle of Lexing-
~L .

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to baac Lawrence, the sum of two Pounds
sixteen Shillings, and to Mrs. Martha Lawrcnce, the sum
of four Pounds one Sbilling, in full for losses at the battle
of Lcxington.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the l'ublick Treasury,
to Ezra Jewett, the sum of five Pounds, in 1il11of his Appren-
tice's losses in the battle of Lexington.

The Committee appointed to consider what further num-
ber of the :Militia Acts, together with the Ru]es and Regu-
lations for the Mi]itia, when called out on an alarm, be
printed, reported.

Read, and accepted.

Re,wlved, That one thousand of the above ~Iilitia Acts,
together with the like number of the Rules and Regula-
tions of the Mi]itia, be printed in a pamphlet, in order that
each of the Brigadiers, Fie]d-Officers, Captains, and Adju-
tants, in commission in this Colony belonging to the Militia
or Alarm List, may be furnished with one of the same, that
they may severally know their duty; and Brigadier 1'homp-
son, Colonel Grout, and Mr. Hopkins, be a Committee to
procure the printing of the same.

In Council: Read, and concurred.

In the House of Representatives: Resolved, That there
be paid out of the publick Treasury of this Colony, to Cap-
tain Aaron Guild, the sum of ninety one Pounds five Shil-
ling3 and seven Pence, in full of his Roll, for the use of the
men borne thereon.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publiek Treasury
of this Colony, to Israel Nichols, Esq., for the use of the
Selectmen of Leominster, for Provisions supplied the Army,
the sum of eleven Pounds eighteen Shillings and two Pence,
in full of their Account.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to Joseph ~Prye, Esq., the sum of forty-one
Pounds seven Shillings, in full of his services as Major-
General.

Whereas a number of the inhabitants of the Town of
Eastham have petitioned to this Court, relative to the pro-
ceedings of a Town-Meeting held in said Eastham, on the
11tl, of ~March last, and have represented the said Town-
Meeting was held in an illegal manner:

Therefore Resolved, That the Petitioners, or their agent,
serve the adverse party, or those gentlemen who were pre-
sent at the first opening of a Town-Meeting on said day,
with a copy of said Petition and this Resolve, that they
may appear on the second Wednesday of the sitting of the
next General Court, and there show cause, if any they have,
why the proceedings of said meeting should not be annulled,
and another meeting called to choose Town Officers.

And it is further Resolved, 'That the Selectmen of said
Town, chosen for the year 1775, be, and they tJereby are,
empowered and directed to call and hold a Town-Meeting
for the choice of a Representative or Representatives, by
virtue of a precept which they shall receive for that pur-
pose; and die Town-Clerk and Constables in said Town

chosen in 1775, are empowered to officiate in calling and
holding said meeting. .

Resolvcd, That the Committecfor fortifying the Harbour
of Boston, be, and they hereby are, empowered to hire, in
beha]f of this Co]ony, one hundred Men on the best term;
they can be procured, and employ said Men (under a good
over:ieer, which said Committee sball authorize for that
purpose) in fortifying Castle-Island, agreeable to a lat,~
Resolve of this Court, with the utmost expedition, and
dismiss said T\fen as soon as the safety of the Town anrl
Harbour of Boston will permit, or by order of the General
Court.

Rcsolvcd, That there be paid out of the puhlick Treasury
of this Colony, to the Selectmen of the Town of ]\,~orth-
borough, tbe sum of twelve Pounds two Shillings and eight
Pence, in full of their Account for Provisions for fifty-two
men.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Deacon Nichols, to the use of the
Heirs of Jonathan Bates, deceased, the sum of four Pounds
eighteen Shillings, in full of his losses in the battle of
Charlestown.

Rcsolved, That the Commi:isary-General be, and he here-
by is, directed to procure eighty double-fortified Cannon,
suitable for Ships' use, that will carry a Ball of six pounds
weight each, one hundred and twenty Swivel-Guns, and
twenty Cohorns; also ten tons of Round Shot, five tons of
Chain and Doub]e-headed Shot, three tons of Grape Shot,
three tons of Powder, and one ton of Hand-Grenades, as
soon as possible, and deliver the same, or any part thereof,
to the Honolll'able William Scver, Bichard Derby, Jerath-
m1~elBowers, Esquires, Thomas Durfee, Esq., and Captain
Josiah Batchelder, Jun., or to either of their orders, to be
by them applied for tbe use of the Armed Vessels now
building, &.c., for the service of this Colony.

l1t the HOll13eof RepresentativefJ: 'Whereas it has been
represented to this Court by the Committee of Correspon-
dence, &.c., fiJr the Town of ftlethuen, that James ftfeloon,
of l11etlwen, bath, with intent to defJ'aud this Colony, made
up a false Muster-Roll fi)r himself as Captain, and for ftfteen
others as Privates under him, for the a]arm of the 19th of
April last, when said ftleloon did not perform any service
at tbat time:

Therefore Resolt'ed, That the Receiver-General of this
Colony be, and he hereby is, required and empowered to
prosecute said James lUeloon for the offence with which he
is charged, by due course of law.

In COllncil: Read, and concurred.
in COllncil: Read again, and reconsidered, and non-con-

curred with the foregoing Resolve; and Ordered, That the
said l~Ieloon be notitled and cited to appear before this Court,
on the second Thu.,.sday of tbe next sitting of the General
Court, to answer the foregoing charge, if he see cause.

l1t the lIouse of Representatives: Read, and concurred.

Mem~rial of the President and Fellows of IIarvard Col-
lege, in Cambridge, setting forth: That immediately aft~:r
the commencement of the present war in clefence of Ame-
rican liberties, on tbe 19th day of Apl"il, 1775, all the
Bui]dings and Appurtenances of said College were entere~l,
and ever since have been occupied, by the Army, then sud-
den]y assembled and formed, as Barracks, and for other
necessary purposes; tbat said Buildings, with their Appur-
tenances, are greatly defaced and damaged by the Army,:;o
that the repairs must amount to a considerable sum if pllt
into tbe same good order as when occupied by the Student:; ;
that the Rents of said Buildings, by which'many great and
necessary expenses of the Society were defrayed, have
wholJy ceased for the year past; that not only the afore-
said Rents, but likewise one year's income of Charlestot.:'n
Perry, gra,nted by the General Assembly of the Colony to
the College soon after it was founded, has been cut off by
this war, the said Ferry being in possession of the enemy;
that we cannot doubt but that the honourable Continen-
tal Congress will consider it as a debt of justice to make
good these losses which the ,College has sustained for the
accommodation of the Continental Army, and by the Bri-
t1$h Troops; that since, by the signal smiles of Heaven on
our military operations, the enemy's Fleet and Troops are
driven fi'om the Capital, and the Continental Forces are
now removed from Camb1"idge; and since it is necessary
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that the Students of the College should return as soon as
possible Jo their proper seat,-for these and other reasons,
we think it proper to apply ourselves to this honourable
Court, rather than more directly to the hOl1omablc Con-
gress of the United Colonies, that the College Buildings
may be repaired, the Students there reinstated, and this
Literary Society compensated for the great looses it has
sustained. 'Ve therefore beg leave to commend the afore-
said circumstances of the College under our eare to the
consideration of your Honours, that all necessary provision
may be made for restoring and reimbursing this Society, as
in your wisdom shall seem best, and that you would order
accordingl y.

Resolved, That Mr. H'atson, Colonel Thatcher, and
Major Fuller, be a Committee to estimate tbe damages sus-
taineil by Harvard College for the accommodation of the
Continental Army, and by means of the British Forces;
and that said Committee be empowered to make such re-
pairs immediately as may be l1l'cessary for tbe comfortable
accommodation of the members of said College, and report
to this Court; and that said members have leave to take
possession of these Buildings, and the Appurtenances there-
unto belonging, as soon as those repairs are mad(~.

Resolved, That there be paid Olltof the pl)blick Treasury
of this Colony, to the Selectmen of Grafton, the sum of
twenty-one Pounds fifteen Shillings and four and a haJf
Pence? in full of their Account for Provisions supplied the

. Army in April last.
Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury

of this Colony, to the Selectmen of Bradford, the sum of
thirty-four Pounds six Shillings and eight Pence, in full of
their Account for Provisions supplied the Army.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony,. to the Selectmen of Fitcltburgh, the sum
of fourteen Pounds eleven Shillings and two Pence, in
full discharge of their Account for Provisions supplied the

. Army.
Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury

of this Colony, to the Selectmen of Holliston, the sum of
fifty-eight Pounds nine Shillings, in full of their Account
for boarding men at Roxbury and Cambridge, in the ser-
vice of this Colony.

The Committee of both Houses, appointed to examine
Caleb Wheaton, Caleb "fVheaton, Jun., and Joseph Wheaton,
Prisoners taken in the Brig bound from Boston to Halijilx,
and sent to this Court by the Committee of Marblehead,
have attended that service, and report: That it appearing
to your Committee that the said Caleb Wheaton having,
while in Boston, been an Associator, and in other instances
unfriendly to American liberty, are of opinion that the said
Caleb Wheaton, Caleb Wheaton, Jun., and Joseph Wheaton,

jointly and severally, give bond to the Treasurer of this Co-
lony in the penal sum of five hundred Pounds, the condition
whereof to be that they and everyone of them will be of
good behaviour, and will not correspond with any of the
enemies of America, or take up arms against the United
American Colonies; and that they subscribe and make so-
lemn oath before a Justice of the Peace within this Colony
that they will faithfully observe and fulfil the conditions
before-mentioned; and that they pay such cost and charge
as hath arisen by their being brought before the General
Court; and in default of their complying with the fore-
going, that they be committed to close confinement until
the further order of the General Court.

CALEB CUSHING, per order.
Read, and accepted.
Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury

of this Colony, to Abner Rawson, the sum of twenty-one
Pounds sixteen Shillings and one Penny, for the use of the
Committee of Supplies of the Town of Uxbridge, in full of
their Account of Provisions supplied the Army.

Resolved, That the Officersof Militiawho were caUed
in lastFebruary to join the Continental Army at Dorchester
and Roxbury, for a few days, be directed to make up their
Muster-RoIJs in the same manner as the Militia who have
been called in at other times.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
_of this Colony, to the Selectmen of ~[ethuen, the sum of

sixteen Pounds two Shillings and four Pence, in full of
their Account of Provisions supplied the Army.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to Samuel JJIoody, the sum of fifteen Pounds
ten Shillings, for the use of the Selectmen of the Town of
Newbury, in full of their Account for Provisions, Carting,
&c., for the Army.

Resolved, That there be paid Ollt of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to Phineas Smith and others, the sum of
twelve Pounds eighteen ShiIJings and eight Pence, in full of
their Account f()r guarding Cannon at Lexington, and trans-
porting them to Cambridge.

Acljourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday, April 25, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, William Sever, Benjamin
Greenleaf, \Valter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, John \Vinthrop, Benjamin
Cbadhourn, John Wbetcomb, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad
Taylor, J\Iichael Farley, Samuel Holten, Jabcz Fisher,. Moses' Gill,
Benjamin White, Esquires.

Resolved, That the Committee for fortifying the Town
and Harbour of Boston be, and they. hereby are, directed
and empowered. to draw on the Commissary-General of this
Colony for necessary Intrenching Tools for one hundrcd
men, or as many of them as by order of this Colony they
shall employ for the purpose af()resaid, and also Provisions
for said men, which the Commissary-General is directed to
supply accordingly.

Whereas a certain John IIill, lately taken prisoner by
Commodore J)fallly in a vessel bound from Boston to Hali-
fax, and brought into Portsmouth, was examined before tho
Council, and no evidence then appearing against him, he
was discharged and set at liberty: And whereas it hath
since been made to appear to this Court that the said Hil"
at the timeJle was taken as aforesaid, had in his possession
Chests, Trunks, and Packages of Goods and Merchandise,
to the value of three hundred Pounds sterling, supposed to
have been stolen from the distressed inhabitants of the
Town of Boston, and was an assistant to Crean Brush in
his late unwarrantable and high-handed thefts and rob-
beries:

Therefore Resolved, That the said Hill be immediately
apprehended wherever to be found, and brought before this
Court for examination touching the premises; and all Sherifts,
Constables, and other Executive Officers, and all the good
People of this Colony, are hereby directed and empowered
to apprehend the said Hill wherever he may be found, and
bring him forthwith before this Court, in order that he may
be dealt with for his aforesaid high-handed crimes, as to law
and justice appertains.

In Council: Ordered, That Benjamin Chadbourn and
Benjamin TfTllite, Esquires, -be a Committee, with ColQnel
Hallet, Mr. Bryant, and Mr. Lincoln, to take into consi-
deration the Report of Joseph Pearse Palmer, Major De-
mick, and Colonel Cobb, a Committee appointed by this
Cour~ relative to a Sloop lately cast ashore at Province-
town, on Cape-Cod, with their Accounts, and report what
is proper to be done thereon.

The Committee upon the foregoing Order have attended
that service, and report: That it is their opinion that the
proceedings of Joseph Pearse Palmf!r, Esq., and Major
Demick, as set forth in their Report, be accepted; and
that they be paid out of the publick Treasury the amount
of their Accounts, viz: To the said Joseph Pearse Palmer,
Esq., eight Pounds sixteen ShilJings and seven Pence, and
to the said Joseph Demick the sum of one Pound nineteen
Shillings, in full of their Accounts.

BENJAMIN CHADBOURN,per order.
Read, and accepted.

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is, recommended to the
Selectmen of the several Towns in this Colony, where any
of the poor of the Towns of Boston and Charh;stown are
resident and supported at the publick expense, and are now
desirous of removing with their effects into said towns, tnat
Oil their producing a certificate fi'om the majority of the Se-
lectmen of the towns they respectively belono- to, of there
being a prospect they will be able to SUppOl~ themselves
and families, that they be assisted with teams, or proper con-
veyances, with necessary provisions, for such removal, and
exhibit their accounts to .this Court for the same; and they
shall be paid at the same rates as have been ordered by this
Court for removing said poor into the country.
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Resolved, Thatthere be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to Captain Abel Kimball, the sum of eight
Pounds seventeen Shillings, for the use of his Company, in
full for their services for taking care of a Brigantine brought
into Gloucester.

A Bill entitled" An Act for regulating the Fees of this
Colony in future," passed the House of Representatives to
be engrossed:

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
rence to be engrossed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday, April 26, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, William Sever, Benjamin
Greenleaf, WaJter Spooner, Caleb Vushing, John Winthrop, Benjamin
Vhadhourn, John Wllt'tcomb, Jedediuh }<'o.ter, James Prescott, Eldad
Taylor, Michael Farley, ~amucl Holten, Jubez Fisher, Benjamin
White, Esquires.

In the Ilouse of Representatives: The House made choice
of Abraham Andrews, First Lieutenant of Captain Brown's
Company, in Colonel 'Vhitney's Regimen~ in the rooni of
Ely'ah Danforth; and Silas Porter as Second Lieutenant
of the same Company, in the room of Thomas Richardson.

In Council: Read, and concurred.
In the House of Representatives: Ordered, That. . .

. . . . . . . be a Committee, with such as the honourable
Board may join, to consider the ]Jroceedingsof the Com-
mittee of the Towns of Duxbury, Marshfield, Scituate, and
Hanover.

.

In Coune'll: Read, and concurred, and Caleb Cushing,
Eldad Taylor, and James Prescott, Esquires, are joined.

On the Petition of the Committee of Safety of Cape-
Elizabeth,

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he is
hereby directed to procure for the defence of that town, two
Crow-Bars, fifteen Shovels or Spades, six Pick-Axes, two
hundred pounds of Lead or BaB, t\VOhundred Flints, and
six Narrow-Axes.

Whereas, a Resolve passed this Court, dated the 17th
of April, current, directing the Selectmen, Committee of
Safety, &c., of the Town of Truro, to deliver to James
Holmes, late master of the Ship Priendship, stranded on
Cape-Cod shore in Pebruary last, the remainder of his pri-
vate property that was then in the hands of said Selectmen
and Committee; by virtue of which resoh-e (as this Court is
informed) said Holmes has made demand of the greatest
part of the cargo found on board said ship;

Therefore Resolved, That, by the words" the remainder
of his private property that is yet in the hands of the Select-
men and Committee of Safety," mentioned in said resolve,
shall, and ought to be, understood, the remainder of his
clothing, cabin furniture, sea.-books, cash, and private pa-
pers, which were then actually in the hands of said Select-
men and Committee; said Bolmes making it appear that the
cash was actually his private property; and said resolve
shall not be construed to extend to any part of the carao or
stores found on board said ship.

0

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-
sury of this Colony, to Sarah Parker, the sum of fourteen
Poun~s three Shillings and nine Pence, in full for the losses
sustained by her husband, the late Colonel Parker, who
was slain in the battle of Charlestown.

1\ Bill entitled" An Act for executing the Resolve of
Congress recommending the disarming the Enemies of the
United Colonies," &e., having passed the House of Repre-
sentatives to be engrossed:

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
rence to be engrossed.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday, April 27, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, ''''iIliam Sever, Benjamin
Greenleaf, Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, John Winthrop, Benja-
min Chadbourn, John Whetcorob, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott,
Eldad Taylor, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Jabez
Fisher, Thomas Cushing, Benjamin White, Esquires.

Resolved, That the COllunissary-General of this Colony
be, and he hereby is, directed to procure, for the use of the
Forces stationed at Pabnouth, in the County of Cumberland,
four Crow-bars, one hundred Shovels or Spades, fifty N arrow-
Axes, and fifty Pick-Ax~s; and the said Commissary is

directed to deposite the same with the Selectmen of the
Town of Falmouth, for the use of the :!\Iilitia there, when
there shall be no further use for them by the Forces afore-
said; said Selectmen to be accountable for the same, and to
consider them as a part of those articles which they are, by
the law for regulating the :M:ilitia of this Colony, obljaed10.

d
0

provl e.
Petition of Eleazer Prench, setting forth the great nece:;-

sity he is driven to hy the unhappy misfortune of havinfT
his right arn1 shot off by a cannon-ball in the engagemel~
on Bunker's Hill the 17th of June last; also lost at the same
time his Gun, appraised at eight Dollars, and Cartridge-box,
Bayonet, three and one-fourth pounds of Powder, one and a
half pound of Ball, and one Blanket, an his own propertv,
which last articles were appraised at one Pound eight shil-
lings and two Pence-the whole amount three Pounds
fifteen Shillings and two Pence; all which your humble
Petitioner prays may be made up to him to relieve his
present necessities; also humbly prays the honourable
Court would consider how unable the Petitioner is to suh-
sist on his own earnings, with only his left hand, and prays
there may be some provision made to relieve him in future
fromwant and penury. _

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
publick Treasury of this Colony, the sum of three Pounds
thirteen Shillings and four Pence, in full discharae of said
Prench's loss.

0

And whereas the said Prench lost his right Ar~ by a .

Cannon-ball, as mentioned in the above Petition:
It is Resolved, That there be allowed and paid him the

sum of four Pounds annually during the pleasure of this
Court, and the same to commence on the 1st day of April
next.

In Council: Read, and concurred.

A Bill entitled" An Act directing how the Writs and
Precepts shall be issued for convening a Great and General.
Court, or Assembly, for the ensuing year," having passed the
House of Representatives:

In Council: Read a second time, and passed to be en-
grossed.

Resolved, That one-third part of the Moneys (after the
charges of condemnation are paid) arising from the captures
that may he made by any of the Armed Vessels fitted out
on account of this Colony, and shall be finally condemned by
any Court of Justice erected for the trial and condemnation
of such captures, shall be distributed among the Officers and
Seamen and Marines in the manner following, viz:.

To a Captain, 6 shares and all the cabin furniture; 10
the First Lieutenant, 5 shares; to the Second Lieutenant,
4 shares; to the Master, 3 shares; to the Mate, I! share;
to the Boatswain, 1i share; to the Boatswain's Mate, 1t
share; to the Steward, 2 shares; to the Gunner, l-k share;
to the Gunner's Mate, Ii share; to the Carpenter, 2 shares;
to the Carpenter's Mate, l-k share; to the Surgeon, a
shares; to the Master-at-Arms, It share; to the Pilot, 2
shares; to the Cook, l-k share; to the Drummer, It share;
to the Boys, i share; to the Seamen and Marines, 1 share.

On the Petition of William Gardner, Esquire,
Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence, In-

spection and Safety, for the Plantation called Gar'dnerstown,
be, and they hereby are, directed to allow the said William
Gardner to improve (till the further order of this Court) a
tract of Land, and the Buildings thereon, lying in said
Gardnerstown, that he has lately improved; provided the
said Gardner has not, in the judgment of said Committee,
acted an unfriendly part towards his country.

The Secretary, by order of the m'ljor part of the Coun-
cil, went down with the following Message to the honouJ-
able House, viz: .

" Gentlemen of the House of Representatives:
"We earnestly recommend to your consideration, th

propriety and even necessity of raising a number of men,
perhaps one Regiment, sufficient to fortify, and effectually
secure the Town of Bull, Petticle's Island, and LO'¥lg-lsland,
by which the Towns of Hingham, Weymouth, Braintre.~,
ltlilton, and Dorchester, with the adjoining Towns, will be
secured, and the enemy obliged to leave the Road of Nan-
tasket, and all the internal part of the Harbour of Boston.
This will so far open the trade to the Town ofBoston as to
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admit wood, &c., to come in by water, at a much less risk
than at present, and will prevent the necessity of keeping
any Troops at Hingham, or any other Towns within the
Harbour of Boston.

" In the name and by order of the major part of the Coun-
cil,. "JAMES OTIS, President."

The Committee of both Houses on the Petition of Major
Barber, beg leave to report, that said Barber's Petition be
so far granted as that he may be appointed to give permits
to all vessels coming in and going out of the Port of Boston,
agreeable to the Resolves of the Continental Congress.

J AllIESOTIS, per order.
Read, and accepted.
Resolvd, That there be paid out of the publick Trea-

sury of this Colony, to Richard Devens, Esq., the sum of
twenty-two Pounds eight Shillings, in fuJi for his services as
Paymaster to the Forces of this Colony.

Tnthe House of Representatives: The House made choice
of the following gentlemen as Adjutants to the Regiments
of Mi]itia hereafter mentioned, viz: Thaddeus Harrington,
to the Third Regiment, in the County of Middlesex; Adam
Peters, to the Fourth Regi)1lent, in the County of Suffolk;
Eleazer Carver, to the Third Regiment, in the County of
Plym(Juth.

In Council: Read, and concurred.
Re$olved, That Richard Devens, Esq., be, and hereby

is, directed to pay to Captain Josiah Stone, the sum of
seventy-five Pounds fourteen Shillings and six Pence, being
the balance due to the Colony from him as Paymaster to
the Soldiers that had not received their Advance Pay, ac-
cording to a Resolve of this Court the 9th day of August
last; and also deliver three 'Warrants, now in his hands, em-
powering him to draw money out of the Treasury for the
same purpose. A compliance herewith shall be a full dis-
charge to the said Richard Devens, Esq., for the Moneys
received of the Colony for the purposes aforesaid. And
the said Captain Stone is directed to pay the said sum of
seventy-five Pounds fourteen Shillings and six Pence, to the
Treasurer of this Colony, taking duplicate Receipts there-
fur, one of which, together with the three Warrants, to be
lodged with the Secretary of the CoJony.
, Adjourned to ten o'clock, Monday morning.

Therefore it is Resolved, That it be recommended to the
inhabitants of the several Sea-Port Towns in this Colony,
to use their utmost endeavours to proceed in the manufac-
turing of Salt in their several towns.

And that they may have all the infomJation given them
in this matter that this Court can, at present, furnish them
with,

It is further Re.wlved, That the number of one hundred'
and fifty of said Pamphlets be printed, and sent to the
several Sea-Port Towns in this Colony; and that Mr. Story
be appointed to get them printed and dispersed accord-
ingly.

Petition of John Stevens, setting forth: That" he has
been a long time confined in Jail, upon suspicion of being
a spy of the enemy, of which he is entirely innocent; and
upon that suspicion he is now confined in Jail, and ne\'er
could obtain a hearing, neither before a Court-Martial or
any other authority; therefore begs leave to be brought be-
fore your Honours, that, by word, he may give your Honours
full satisfaction that he is innocent. He is under great ne-
cessity; having lost his shirts, he has not been able to shirt
himsf,)lffor seven weeks past; therefore begs leave for a
speedy hearing.

Read, and Ordered, That the Justices appointed to exa-
mine the enemies of the United Colonies, in Boston, be
empowered to examine the above-named John Stevens, and
dispose 0 him according to his demerits.

"Whereas it is represented that sUfldrypersons have pro-
cured, and are now using means to procure, from with-
out this Colony, quantities of SaJtpetre, or the materials
therefor, partly wrought, with a view to receive from the
Treasury of this Colony the price and premium promised
for such as should be manufactured within this Colony:
Wherefore, for the prevention of any such fi'(wdulent prac-
tices and impositions taking place,

TtisResolved, That all persons,who are, or may be, ap-
pointed by the General Court, to receive and pay for Salt-
petre manufactured within this Colony, be directed, and they
hereby are directed, not to receive and pay for any quan-
tity of Saltpetre, that may be brought to. them respectively,
for the use of the Colony, until the person or persons bring-
ing the same shall take an oath agreeable to the form hereto
annexed, or otherwise shall produce a Certificate fi"Omthe
Justice of the Peace, that the manufacturer has taken a like
oath before him; in which case the person presentillg the

Monday,April29, 1776. Saltpetre shall make oath before the receiver of it, that he
Presentin Council:HonourableJamesOtis,WilliamSever,Benjamin took it into his possession in presence of the said Justice,

Greenleaf, Walter Spooner,Jedediah Foster, Eldad Taylor, Michael and that the whole thereof is the same Saltpetre referred to
Farley, Caleb Cushing, Thomas Cushing, Benjamin Chadbourn,.

h C
.
fi . h. h C .fi",

'
1 II b 1 d d

. IJames Prescott, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Benjamin White, III suc ertl ca~e., w IC ert! cate s la. e 0 ge Wit 1
Esquires. the person receIVIng the Saltpetre, who IS hereby au tho-
Whereas by a Resolve of this Court, of the 9th of No- rized to administer an oath accordingly.

ccmber last, the Sheriff of the County of Suffolk, and other Form of the Oath.
officers in that County, were authorized and empowered to "You, A B, dO'solemnly swear, that the whole process
commit any person or persons to the Jail in the County of of the manufacture of the Saltpetre now presented by you,
Plymouth whom they might legally commit to the Jail in was begun, carried on, and finished within the limits of this
the County of Suffolk, as the Town of Boston, in which Colony; and that no foreign Saltpetre is mixed therewith.
the County Jail is, was then in the possession of the ene- So help you God."

"mies of the United Colonies, as by the s~me Resol.ve will Whereas the Superior Court of Judicature, Court of
more fully appea~: And whereas the enemIes afo:esald. have Assize and General Jail Delivery, according to law should
fled froll1. the said Town. of Boston, and the. mhab~tants be hoJden at Barnstable, within and for the County of
~ave. ag?m taken possess~on thereof, and the dJffiqultICs of Barnstable and Dulces County, on the Wednesday next pre-
IInpfl~nmg persons there IS now removed: . ceding the third Tuesday of May next: And whereas the

It I~ therefore Resolved,. That the Resolve aforesa.1(1,so Small-Pox is prevalent in said Town of Barnstable, and
far as It relates to the Sl~el'lff~,or. other persons b~longmg t? other circumstances of this Colony are such as that said
the County of Suffolk, unpnsoDmg any per:son ill the Jail Courts call not conveniently be held there at the time afore-
in the County of Plymouth, be, and hereby IS,declared null said:
and void, an~ shall be of no further force or effi!ct; and Therefore Resolved, That the said Courts be, and they
~hat the Shel'l~ of the County of Suffolk be, an.d he hereby- hereby are, adjourned to Wednesday, the 16th day of October
IS, fully authorized and empowered to remove from the JaIl nex.t then to be held at the Court-House in Barnstable
in the County of Plymouth to the Jail in the Town of.Bos- afor~said, and that all appeals, p]eas, processes, writs, ac-
ton, all and ev~ry person and persons that wer~ by hlln?r tions, suits issued or to be issued, complaints, precepts,
others, office~ I~lthe County of SuffQl~, committed to said recognisances, and all other matters and things returnable
Plymo~th Jad, m pursllance and by virtue of the Resolve and having, and that should have had day in the said Court
aforesaid.

.

~ if the said Court had been held on the day by law appointed
"Whereas the honourable the Continental Congress have as aroresaid, ,and shall be returnable and have day on the

,recommended to this and the other United CoJonics the said 16th day of October next, and shall abide and continue
manufacturing of Salt, and have caused to be transrJ!itted to unto that time, and shall be proceeded upon, heard, and
this Court a Pampblet, setting forth the particu]ar mode detennined, to al1 intents and purposes as efl'ectuany as if
practised in other parts, which discovers the probability of said Courts were held on the day by law appoiQted as
its being carried into effect in this Colony: aforesaid.

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. v. 82
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Whereas the Superior Court of Judicature, Court of
Assize and General Jail Delivery, according to law should
be holden at Plymouth on the third Tuesday of JUay next:
And whereas the circumstances of this Colony are such as
that said Courts cannot conveniently be held there at the
time aforesaid:

Therefore Resolved, That the said Courts be, and they
hereby are, adjourned to Tuesday, the :22d day of October
next, then to be held at the Court-House in Plymouth
aforesaid, and that all appeals, pleas, processes, writs,
actions, suits issued or to be issued, complaints, precepts,
recognisances, and all other matters and things returnable
and having and that should have had day by law as afore-
said, shall be returnable and have day on the said :2:2dday
of October next, and shall abide and continue until that
time, and shall be proceeded on, heard, and determined, to
all intents and purposes as effectually as if said Courts
were held on the day by law appointed as aforesaid.

Resolved, That for the further encouragement to Seamen
to inlist into the Colony sea service, one month's advance
wages be paid to the said Seamen at the time of their
passing muster; and also that their wages be paid at the
end of every three months, or as soon afterwards as they
shall arrive in some Port of this Colony.

Resolved, That the Officers of said Vessels be, and
hereby are, allowed to inEst men out of the Companies
raised jDr the defence of the Sea-Coasts; and the Officers
of said Companies be directed to permit any of their men
to inlist into the Colony and Continental sea service only,
and to inlist others to supply vacancies occasioned thereby,
as soon as may be.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to build and
fix out Armed Vessels, or anyone of them, muster the
men raised for the Armed Vessels of this Colony, and pay
them their advance wages, and receive out of tbe Treasury
a sum agreeable to an abstract to be returned for that pur-
pose.

Resolved, That such men as shall be inlisted for the
sea-service of this Colony, and are not able to furnish
themsel ves with Arms, agreeable to a fomler resol ve of this
COUlt, be furnished with the same by this Colony, and that
twelve Shillings be deducted from the wages of each man
so furnished.

Resolved, That the Uniform of the Officers be green
and white, and that they furnish themselves accordingly;
and the Colours be a white Flag, with a green Pine tree,
and an inscription: "Appeal to Heaven."

Resolved, That the Commanders of said Vessels receive
thcir orders and instructions from a Committee hereafter to
be appointed by this Court, and to be conducted as secretly
as possible.

Resolved, That the Rations or Provision allowed to the
Officers be the same as is, or shall be allowed to the Offi-
cers of the same rank in the Continental service.

Resolved, That the Committee to be appointed as afore-
said furnish each. of the Armed Vessels of this Colony \vith
instructions to regulate their conduct, agreeable to the Re-
solves of this Court.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, April 30, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Olis, William Sever, Benjamin
Greenleaf, Waller Spooner, Caleb Cushing, Thomas Cushing, Benja:
min Chadbourn, Jedediah Foster, Jame,s Prescolt, J<:ldad Taylor,
Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten, Moses Gill, Benjamin
White, Esquires.

'Vhereas in consequence of a Resolve of tbe General
Court, of the :25th instant, one John Hill was apprehended
and sent to this COl~rt by the Committee of Correspon-
dence of the Town of ~Iarblehead :

Ordered, That Benjamin Chadbourn, Esq., with Mr.
Cushi~$. and Mr. Sullivan, he a Committee to examine
said Hzll, and report thereon.

Whereas John Hill, a prisoner now before this Court,
is justly suspected to have been assisting Crean Brush in
robbing the inhabitants of the Town of Boston of their
goods and merchandise:

It is therefore Resolved, That the said John Hill be sent,
under a proper guard, to Boston Jail, there to be confined
~s a prisoner until he shall be examined by the seven

Justices of the Peace of the County of SuffolJc, or the
major part of them, who are appointed to try Associators
and abetters of the Ministerial Army; which Justices are
empowered to examine the said Hill, and deal with him in
the same manner as if he had remained in Boston after the
said Fleet and Army had gone away.

In the House of Representatives: The House made choice
of Andrew Peperal J'ernald Adjutant of the Second Regi-
ment of Militia, in the County of York.

In Council: Read, and concurred.

Ordered, That l\hjor Hawley, Colonel Freeman, and
Colonel Thatcher, with Michael Farley and Joseph Pal-
mer, Esquires, be a Committee to consider some plan of
Discipline for the Militia of this Colony, and report.

III the Ilouse of Representatives: The House made choice
(by ballot) of the following gentlemen as Field-Officers for
the Boston Regiment of Militia, viz: Thomas Marshall,
Colonel; .lVathaniel Barbel', Lieutenant-Colonel; Richard
Boynton, First Major; AbieZ Ruddock, Second Major.

In Council: Read, and concurred.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

. Wednesday, May 1, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourab~e James Otis, William Sever, Benjamin
Greenleaf, Walter Spooner, Cale!. Cushing, Benjamin Chadbourn,
John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor,
Michael Farley, San,uel Holten, Esquires,

Whereas the plan of Military Discipline published hy
Timothy Pickering, Esq., appears to this Court to be well
adapted to the use and practice of a Militia, as it contains
all motions in the Manual Exercise that are necessary and
useful, and is not, like the Sixty-Fourth, Norfolk, and others,
clogged with many superfluous motions, which only serve to
burden the memory and perplex the learner; and as it also
contains many useful manreuvres, &c., not published in the
Sixty-Fourth:

.

Therefore it is Resolved, That the aforesaid plan of Ex-
ercise published by Timothy Pickering, Esq., shall for the
future be used and practised by the Militia of this Colony;
and all Officers thereof are hereby directed and enjoined to
learn the same, and to instruct and exercise the Soldiers
under their command respectively agreeable to the said plan
in all their publick Trainings and Musters accordingly.

A Bill entitled" An Act for raising a Regiment of Horse
in the County of Worcester," having passed the House of
Representatives to be engrossed:

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
rence to be engrossed.

'Vhereas the power given to the Committee for fortifying
the Town and Harbour of Boston, by a Resolve of this
Court passed t'his House the 24th instant, empow~ring the
said Committee to draw on the Commissary-General for
Intrenching Tools and Provisions for one hundred men, or
as many of them as they should employ, is insufficient to
answer the end it was intended for:

Therefore Resolved, That the Committee for fortifying
the Town and Harbour of Boston be, and they hereby are.
further empowered to draw on the Commiss:lry-Gcneral for
as many Intrenching Tools, and other stores, and as much
Provision as will be necessary, to supply aU the men that
they are empowered by this Court to employ for the pur..
pose aforesaid; and the said Commissary is hereby directed
to conduct himself accordingly.

Also Resolved, That the said Committee be, and hereby
are, empowered and directed to consult Colonel Gridley, or'
such other Engineer as they shall think proper, relative to
fortifying the said Town and Harbour.

Whereas a Committee has been appointed by this Court
to go to the County of Berkshire to take under considera.,
tion the difficulties subsisting there, and report to the Gene..
ral Court:

Resolved, That said Committee be directed to refrain from
going to said County till the further order of this Court.

Resolved; That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to the Selectmen of Templeton, the sum of
eighteen Pounds nine Shillings and three Pence, in full of
their Account for Provisions supplied tbe Army.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to Elisha Cranson, the SUmof three Pound~



1301 MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL, MAY, 1776. 1302'

nine Shillings, for the use of the Selectmen of Ashfield, in
full of their Account for Provisions supplied the Army.

Whereas it is represented to this Court that a navIgable
Canal may, without much difficulty, be cut through the
Isthmus which separates Buzzard's Bay and Barnstable's
Bay, whereby the hazardous navigation around Cape-Cod,
both on account of the shoals and enemy, may be ,prevent-
ed and a safe communication between this Colony and the
S~uthern Colonies be so far secured:

.

Resolved, That James Bowdoin and William Sever, Es-
quires, with Colonel Freeman, Brigadier GorIfre~, and Mr.
Cushing, or the major part ?f them, ~e a Commltt~e to re-
pair to the Town of Sa.ndw1.ch,and vIew the, premIses, ~nd
report whether the cuttmg a Canal as aforesaId be practIca-
ble or not; and they are hereby authorized to employ any
necessary Surveyors and Assistant for that purpose.

A Bill entitled" An Act for establishing the style of
Commissions, and altering the style of 'Writs, 'processes,
&c.," having passed the House of RepresentatIves to be
enacted:

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
rence to be enacted.

A Bill entitled" An Act for executing in this Colony the
Resolve of the American ConO'ress for disarming such per-o

fA ' " h 'sons as are disaffected to the cause 0 menca, avmg
passed the House of Representatives to be enarted:

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
rence to be enacted.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

should be kept at some parts of the Spa-Coasts near Bos-
ton:

It is therefore Resolved, That one new Company of men,
to consist of one hundred men, inclusive of Officers, be im-
mediately raised for the defence of the Sea-Coasts of this
Colony, on the same establishment of pay and ~ubsistence
which was granted by the Resolve above-mentIOned; the
said Company to be constituted in manner following, viz:
one Captain, twO Lieutenants, four Sergeants, four Corpo-
rals, one Drummer, one Fifer, and eighty-seven Privates;
and that the said Company shall be posted and do duty
in such manner, and in such divisions or parties, as the
honourable Council shall order; who are hereby empow-
ered to distribute the said Company at Dorchestlr, Wey-
mouth, Braintree, and lIingham, until the further order?f
this Court. And the Captain and Subalterns for the saId
Company shan be appointed by this CO,urt,and the Non-
Commissioned Officers, Drummer and FIfer, for the same,
shall arm and equip himself with a good effective Fire-
Arm, Bayonet, Cartouch-Box, Blanket, and Knap:~ack,half
a pound of Powder, twenty Bullets, and fOllr Flmts i and
none of the said men shall pass muster unles~ so eqUlpp~d
and provided. And all the Officers and PI'I\'ates of saId
Company shall be holden to serve, and be in the pay of this
Colony, as hereafter expressed, viz: The Commission Offi-
cers from the time of the date of their respective com-
missions, and the Non-Commissioned Officers and Privates
from the time they shall pass muster respectively, unto the
first day of December next, unless the General C.ourt shall
discharge them, or any part of them, before that tIme; and
that the Commissary-General shall appoint some faithful
man under him, to issue Rations to the said Company,
according to the establis~ment of subsistence for th~ men
raised for the defence of the Sea-Coast, expressed III the
Resolve abovesaid of the 27th of December last.

Resolved, That Mr. John Hale Le, and he hereby is,
licensed to erect a Powder-Mill in the Town of Springfield,
in the County of Jlampshire.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday, May 2, 1776,

Present in Council: Honourable James Bowdoin, James Otis, \Villiam
Sever, Benjamin Greenleaf, Walter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, Thomas
Cushing, Benjamin Chadbourn, Jedediah Foster, John Whet comb,
Eldad Taylor, Michael Farley, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, James
Prescott, Esquires,

A BiIJ entitled" An Act for regulating the Fees and Al-
lowances of the several Officers within this Colony," having
passed the House of Representatives to be enacted:

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
t b acted Friday, May 3, 1776.rence a e en . ,

,. .. h' C I h Present in Council: HonourableJames Bowdoin,James Olis, "llhamWh.ereas no perso,n or persons III t IS oony as a~ yet Sever,Benjamin Greenleaf,Walter Spooner,CalebCushing. Thomas
made It appear to thIs Court t~1at he C}rthey ha."e entltl~d Cushi!lg, John Winthrop, Benjamin Chadb(JU1"D,Jol~nWhelcomh,
him or themselves to

.

the PremIUms offered by tIus Court III Jededlah Foster, James Prescott, ElcJadTaylor, MIChaelFarley,
and by their Resolve of the 14th day of !ebru~ry last, f?r Samu~lHolt~n,JabezFisher,MosesG,il~,Esquires"

.erectinrr such Powder-Mills as are descnbed m the saId A BIll entItled" An Act for raIsmg and formmg a Regl-
Resolv~ &c.' and as this Court are of opinion that it ment of Horse out of the several Regiments of Foot, in the
would be ex~edient and conducive to the, pu?lick .safety Coun~y of Worcester," having passed the HOllse of Repre-
that there should be at least two Powder-MIlls m thIs Co- sentatlves to be enacted:
lony besides the Powder-Mill at Andover, and the two that In Council.. Read a second time, and pas.3eda concur-
are erecting at the cost of the Colony: rence to be enacted.

It is therefore Resolved, That the term of nine months, In the House of Representatives: The House made choice
from the l?th ?f Fe?ruary 1ast, be all?wed for erecting the (by ball09 of the following 0f1!cers for the Penobscot Re-
Powder-MIlls III saId Resolve descnbed; and that sllch giment, VIZ: Joseph,Brewer, Colonel; Jonathan Lowder,
person or persons as shall, in all respects ~ther than by the Lieutenant-Colonel; John Mitchell, Junior, First Major;
time limited in the s~id.Resolv~, co~ply wIth the terms and Daniel Neal, Second Major.
conditions thereof wlthm the saId nme months, shall be en- In Council: Read, and concurred.
titled to the said Premiums. . . Whereas by a Resolve which passed the honourable

In th~House of Rep~esentatwes: T,he Hous.emad~ chOl.ce House of Representatives the 31st of October last, and wasQf Wilham Brown, AdJutant?f the FIrst RegIment m .Mzd- concurred by the Board the 1st day of November, 1775, the
~lesex; Thomas Knowles, AdJut~nt of t~e Second R~glment Commissary-General was directed to pay for all such Fire-
I~ Barn.stable; Isaac Johnso'!!,~Irst Ma.Joro.fthe T.hlrd Re- Arms, manufactured in this Colony, and finished as in
gJ~ent ml!'ymo~th; ~nd ntlham Eaton, FIrst Major of the said Resolve expressed, and delivered to the Commissary's

. FIfth Reglt~ent m Lmcoln. store in Watertown on or before the ist of June next, theIn Counctl: Read, and concurred. sum of three Pounds for each Fire-Arm' and for the con-
Whereas by a Resolve of this Court of the 1st of April venience of such manufacturers, it was 'also resolved that

last, the Commissary-Genera~ was directed to clear out and the several persons whose names are in said Resolve men-
repair all such Cannon now Iymg at Boston and Castle-Islan~, tioned, be respectively empowered to receive for the Colony
~hich he j~dges may be m~de fit for use: And whereas It at the price, and during the time aforesaid, all Fire-Arms
ISof great Importance to thIS Colony that the most speedy which should be offered them for sale, manufactured as
and effectual measures be immediately taken to carry into aforesaid: And whereas the Commissary-General has not
execution the Resolve before-mentioned: obtained the number of Fire-Arnls which he has been direct-

.Resolved, T~at Lemuel Robinson, Esq., be. apP?inted, ed to procure for the use of this Colony: Therefore,
wIth the CommISsary-General, fo~the purposes In saId Re- Resolved, That the Commissary-General of this Colony,
solve mentioned; and they are dIrected to procure all such and the several persons mentioned in the Resolve above
of said Cannon as they shall judge fit for use to be repaired referred to, be authorized and empowered to receive and
in the most expeditious manner. pay for each Fire-Arm manufactured and finished as before-

Whereas by reason of the removal of the Continental mentioned, that shall be delivered them, until the 1st day of
Army from this Colony, it is become necessary that Guards October next, the sum Of three Pounds; and are hereby

'*'
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directed to apply to the Council for a warrant or warrants
upon the. Trea~urer of this Colony for such sum or sums
as they may judge necessary for the purpose.

"Whereas the time fixed by this Comt for receiving and
paying for Saltpetre manufactured in this Colony, at the
rate of seven Shillings a pound, expires on the 1st of June;
and lest there should be a neglect in continuing the manu-
TIlCtureof that important article:

It is Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick
Treasury of this Colony the sum of five Shillings (inclu-
sive of three Shillings before engaged) a pound, for every
pound of good and merchantable Saltpetre that shall be
manufactured in this Colony, from and after the 1st day of
June next, until the 1st day of October next, and delivered
to such persons as the General Court shall appoint to re-
ceive the same; and M.r. Story is appointed to cause this
Resolve to be printed in the several Newspapers.

'Vhereas a Company of men, stationed at Glo11£ester,
under the command of Captain Daniel Giddings, were or-
dered by a Resolve of this Court to march to Bostmi, to
assist in fortifying that Town and Harbour; and whereas it
appears to this Court that the men stationed at Gloucester
are not more than sufficient to guard and defend that place:

Therefore Resolved, That the Resolve for ordering the
Company of men aforesaid to march to Boston, be, and
hereby is, declared null and void, and that the Company
aforesaid remain in the station they were fixed at Gloucester
aforesaid, till the further order of this Court.

Resolved, That the Committee for fortifying the Town
and Harbour of Boston, be, and they hereby are, empower-
ed to hire, in behalf of this Colony, a further number of men, "

not exceeding two hundred, if they find them necessary, on
the best terms they can be procured; and said men to be
employed in fortifying said Harbour with the utmost expe-
dition, and them, or any part of them, to dismiss as soon as
the safety of the Town and Harbour of Boston will permit,
or by order of the General Court.

Resolved, That there be paid out of t~e publick Treasury
of this Colony, to the Honourable Thomas Cushing, Esq.,
the sum of twenty-two Pounds. thirteen Shillings and five
Pence, in full of his Account of Expenses in travelling to
and from PhiladelpMa, to attend the Congress.

Resolved, That there be immediately raised for the de-
fence of this Colony, a Company of Artillery, consisting of
fifty able-bodied effective men, viz: Captain, with the rank
of Major, One Captain-Lieutenant, two Lieutenants, four
Sergeants, four Corporals, six Bombardiers, six Gunners,
one Drummer, one Fifer, and twenty-four l\Iatrosses; to be
under the immediate direction of Colonel Josiah lfnitney,
until the further order of this Court, the Commissioned
Officers to be appointed by this Court, and commissioned
by the Council; they, (the said Commissioned Officers,) or
the major part of theni, to appoint the Non-Commissioned
Officers, and inlist the remainder of the Company. And
each of the Company shall be .equipped and provided with
the same kind of warlike accoutrements, and shall have the
same allowance of provisions, as is provided and established
for the Regiment last raised for fortifying the Town and
Harbour of Boston; and shall be holden to continue in the
service of this Colony from the time of their inlistment to
the Qd day of May next, if the service shall require.

Resolved, That there shall be allowed and paid to each
Officer and Private in the Company aforesaid, at the rates
following, by the Calendar month, viz:

Captain, with the Each Corporal, £2 6 0
rank of Major, £6 10 0 Bombardiers, each 2 4 6

Captain-Lieuten- Gunners, each - 2 4 0
ant, 5 10 0 Drummer, Q 4 0

First Lieutenant, 4 10 0 Fifer, 2 3 0
Second Lieutenant, 3 10 0 Matrosses, each - 2 3 0
Each Sergeant, - 2 10 0

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
.of this Colony, to "the Honourable Benjamin Greenleaf and
.others, the Committee of the General Court appointed to
purchase Sulphur, the sum of two hundred Pounds, for the
purpose aforesaid.

A Bill entitled" An Act for providing a speedy and
cheap course for the Recovery of Debts," having passed
,the House of Representatives to be enacted:

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a COI)cur-
rence to be enacted.

In the House oj Representatives: Ordered, That the
following Letter be signed by the President of the Council,
and be forwarded to the Indian Chiefs of the Penobscot
Tribe, viz :

"To our Brethren the INDIANChiefs oj the Penobscot Tribe:
"FRIENDS AND GOOD BROTHERS, Greeting: This let-

ter is to acquaint you that we received your favour by
Lieutenant Gilman, dated at Penobscot Rivpr, the QQd of
November, 1775, by which you have acquainted us that
you made choice of Mr. Jonathan Lowder for your Truck-
master, and finding that Mr. Preble was appointed, you
were not contented, and that you want to know how the
alteration came to be made. You say you have hcard that
it was altered by means of two young Indians that came
here. In answer to this, we tell you that we are sorry that
you are not contented with Mr. Preble, and have so many
complaints against him. This alteration in the Truckmas-.
tel' happened by a very great mistake, as both these men
were to keep at Penobscot; but we trust you will excuse it;,
as we were then very much troubled with the white peo-.
pIe of Old England, which we have since drove out of our
Colony. You tell us that when you agree to a thing, you
mean to stand to it. We mean to stand to all the promise~;
we have made to you. You may depend on it, that all we
have promised you will be done by us. Ca.ptain Lane is
obliged to go to New- York, and he cannot come to yon
this summer; but we have ordered Lieutenant Gilman to
keep at Penobscot with you. You desire us to mind nobody
but the heads of your tribes. \Ve desire you for the time
to corne, to sign all the letters you send us with your mark,
that we may not be deceived.

" Dear Brothers: We have the pleasure to tell you that,
by the help of God, we have drove the wicked people of
Old England out of our Colony, and we trust and believe we
shall be able to keep them out. We have built fi:>rtsin almost
all our towns that are near the water. Weare alsp building
a great many ships of war, with which we intend to drive
away all their ships. 'Ve have heard that our enemy intend:;
to go to Canada this summer. If they do, we trust you will
help us to drive them away, if we should want you.

.

"
Your letter came 'so late that a great many of our Court

were gone home before we read it; therefore we shall ord~r
the further consideration of it to the next General Court,
which will be in June. They will find you a Truckmaster
that you will be contented with, who will trade with you
and supply you with such things as you will want, if they
can be bought.

"
We wish you a blessing, health, and prosperity, and

are. your friends and brothers, &c."

Resolved, That Lieutenant Andrew Gilman be, and he
hereby is, directed to continue in the service to which he
was heretofore appointed by the Congress of this Colony, a
late Resolve of this Court to the contrary notwithstanding.
And that there be paid to the said Andrew Gilman, out
of the Colony Treasury, the sum of four Pounds, as advanc1~
wages.

Resolved, That the Committee of Inspection for Deer-
Island, be, and they hereby are, directed to deliver unto)
Jonathan Rich, of Marblehead, the Schooner Nightingalf,
with her cargo and appurtenances, that was taken into cu,,-
tody some time in August last past, by said Committee, it
not appearing upon examination that tbe said Rich has acted
anythin<r a<rainst tbis or the other United. Colonies whereby
his prop~rty should be forfeited; he giving the said Committe'e
a discharge from any demands he may haye against them
for detaining said vessel and cargo.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday, May 4, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable Jame", Otis, Benj>\mirfGrcenleaf, Wai-
ter Spooner, Caleb Cushing, Thomas Cushing, Benjamin Chadbourn,
John Whetcomb. Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylo..,
Miehael Farley, Samuel Holten, Jabez Fisher, Joseph Palmer, Benja-
min ""hite, Esquires.

Whereas by a Resolve of this Court in ]}larch last, a
Committee was appointed, after the enemy fled from Boston,
to repair to the Town of Boston, and there take possession
of Houses and Real Estates, personal, and other movcab]o
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effects, belonging to Mandamus Counsellors and others, that Whereas Joseph Palmer, Esquire, and others, Justices of
were left in the said town, by any parson who went off the Peace for the County of Suffolk, were~ on the 6th day
with the Fleet and Army and to keep the same in their of April last, empowered and directed by the General
posse~sion till the further order of the General Court: And. Court to cause to be apprehended and brought before them,
whereas, afterwards, viz: on the 19th day of April last, a sundry persons, resident in B05ton, suspected of being con-
Resolve passed this Court, empowering the Committee of cerned in aiding and assisting the. enemies of the United
Correspondence, &c., to lease out the Real Estates of cer- Colonies, but no special power was given to the said Jus-
tain persons therein particularly mentioned, and to return an tiel's to cause to be brought before them any persons who
inventory of all Personal Estates belonging to such persons could give evidence in their inquiry aforesaid; and it being
as they should receive into their possession, as by the same represented by some of the said Justices that sundry per-
Resolve will fully appear: And whereas it is apprehended sons have refused to appear and give evidence when sum-
by some persons that the Resolve last mentioned may in- moned thereto: .

terfere with the Resolve appointing the Committee afore- Resolved, That said Justices, or either of them, are here-
said to take possession of all the Personal Estates of those by empowered to cause to be brought before them, by special
who went off from Boston with the Fleet and Army: warrant, all persons who shall refuse to appear after being

Therefore Resolved, That the Committee appointed by summoned thereto; and upon their refusal to give testimony
the House of Representatives, for the purpose first mention- of such matters as they shall know touching the inquiry
cd, be, and they hereby are, fully authorized and empowered aforesaid, to commit them to prison, until they shall be wil-
to retain in their possession all such Real and Personal ling to give testimony of what they know touching such
Estate as they have already taken, or hereafter may, in pur-inquiry, or until they shall be discharged by order of law,
suance of their first appointment, take into their possession; or by special order of the General Court.
and lease out said Real Est~tes, as the ~ommittee of Cor- Resolved, That the Vessel now building at Salisbury by'
respond~nce, &c., are authorized to d.o, tIll the further order the Committee for building and fixing out Armed Vessels,

_of the Great and Ge~eral C~urt of ti?IS~olony? the Resolve
be rigged a Brigantine instead of a Sloop; and that Captain

of the 1.9th of Apnl notwnhstandmg, provIded always, :;outer, who has been chosen one of the Commanders of said
that until the fu:ther order. of the General Co~rt, there be Vessels, have the command of said Vessel building at Srdis-
allowed to the wives. and chIldren of such obno~lOus pers~~s bury, as soon as she can be completed; and the said Com-
as are above. (~escrlbed, so much out ?f theIr resp~ctn e mittee are hereby empowered to arm and mount said Ves-
~states, or the Improve~ent thereof, ~s IS necessary, m ~he sels with Cannon of such size as they, upon consulting said
Judgment of ~he CommIttee, for theIr support, they bemg Commanders, S

.

hall judge most expedient'lHovided the num-
unable otherwIse to suppor~ themselves.

bel' on board each be not less than twelve nor more than
. And wherea~ sundry ar~Iclcs of the Estates above-men- sixteen, any Resolve to the contrary notwithstanding.

tlOned may be hable to perIsh:
. ., .

It is therefore further Resolved, That the Committee first Adjourned to ten 0 clock, on Monday mormng.

aforesaid be, and they hereby are, directed and empowered
to dispose of such perishable articles, and such only, by pub-
lick sale, and render an account of the proceeds to the
General Court, as soon as may be.

The Committee appointed to examine the Accounts of the
Guardians of the several Tribes of Indians in this Colony,
have accordingly examin~d the Accounts of Jonathan Capen,
Guardian of the Puncapang Indians, and beg leave to re-
port as follows, viz: .
That it appears there was a balance due to said

Guardian, at the last settlement of his Ac-
counts, of - £ 18 15 2

The said Guardian has paid to sundIY persons, - 1:) 19 6k
Guardian's Account for articles delivered to the

Indians since last settlement, and for seve':
ral journeys, time, and expense, in selling
land, as ordered by Court, - - - - - 12 5 8k

45 0 5
40 16 0--
445

8 19 6z
154

Credit given for land sold by said Guardian, -

Balance due to said Guardian; -

Dr. Crossman's Account,
Dr. Wales's Account,
The Guardian's Account, for his services two

years and a half, at thirty Shillings, -
So that the aforesaid Tribe is indebted to sun-

dry persons, - £ 18 4 3z
A Bill entitled" An Act providing for a more equal

Representation in the General Court," having passed tbe
House of Representatives to be enacted:

In Council: Read a second time, and passed a concur-
rence to be enacted.

The Secretary, by order of the major part of the Council,
went down with theJollowing Message to the House, viz:

"
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives:

"
There is a considerable expense arising for the support of

Prisoners sent hither from time to time, who were taken on
board vessels infesting this coast, or supplying our enemies,
and the guards accompanying them. No directions have
yet been given in what n~anner this expens~ shall be.de-
fi<lyed. We recommend It to you to take thIs matter mto
your consideration, _that some general regulations may be
established relative thereto.

"
In the nan)e and by order of the major part of the Coun-

cil: "JAMES OTIS, President."

3 15 0
----

Monday, May 6, 1776.

Present in Couneil: Honourable James Otis, Walter Spooner, Caleb
Cushing, Benjamin Cbadbourn, John Whetcomb, Eldad Taylor,
Samuel Holten, Jabcz Fisher, Benjamin White, Jedcdiah Foster,
Esquires.

Resolved, That Major Bassett, who was appointed by
this Court to command the Forces stationed at the Eliz.a-
beth Islands and ltlartha's Vineyard, be, and he is hereby,
empowered and directed to remove some of the Cannon
(not to exceed nine-pounders) taken out of the Vessels
lately stranded at or near Truro, commanded by one Cap-
tain Holmes, to the said Elizabeth Islands and ltlartha's
Vineyard, to be placed and used in such manner for the
defence of those Islands as the said Major shall judge pro-
per, till the further order of this Court; and that Colone1
Freeman be directed to deliver one hundred and fifty pounds
of Powder, which he purchased for the use of said Forces, to
the Commissary thereof; and that he pay unto the Treasurer
of this Colony the sum of fifty-one Pounds two Shillings, law-
ful money, being the balance due to the Colony of the one
hundred Pounds, lawful money, which Samuel Freeman,
Colonel Otis, and Colonelllallet, re.ceived out of the Trea-
sury for the purpose of purchasing Cannon and :Ammunition
for said Forces by order of this Court; and the Commissary's
receipt for said one hundred and fifty pounds of Powder, and
the Treasurer's receipts (one of which to be lodged with the
Secretary) for the aforesaid sum of fifty-one Pou~ds two
Shillings, shall be in full discharge of the afon'said one hun-
dred Pounds.

Resolved, That there be paid out of tbe publick Treasury
of this Colony, to William Day, the sum of nine Pounds
eight Shillings, in full of his services as Barrackmaster in
the Army.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to John ltlonro, Jun., the sum of three
Pounds thirteeu Shillings, in full for his losses in the battle
of Lexington.

Resolved, That the six half banels of Powder, and the
four thousand Flints, drafted out of the Town stock of Rox.
bury QYorder of Congressof ltlay 25, 1775, be replaced,
according to a Petition of the Selectmen of that Town; and
the Commissary of this Colony is hereby directed to replace
them as soon as the state of the Colony Magazine will admit
thereof.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to the Heirs of Amaziah Fassett, the sum of
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Tuesday, May 7, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, Walter Spooner, Caleb
Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, Benjamin Chadbourn,
John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor,
Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farl,'y, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten,
Jabtz Fi.her, Moses .GiIl, Benjamin White, EHquires.

Resolved, That Colonel Orne, Mr. TVebster, and :Major
JUoody, or the major part of them, be a Committee forth-
with to apply to Mr. Jacob Boardman and others, who have
lately imported Powder into Newburyport, for the purchasing
said Powder on account of this Colony; and if the said
Boardman Sf Co. shaH refuse to sell said Powder agreeable
to the encouragement given them by this Court fiw the im-
'portation thereof, (as is reported,) that the Committee afore-
said purchase the same on the best terms it can be obtained,
not exceeding six ShiHings per pound.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to purchase
Powder at Newburyport be, and hereby are, directed to
store the Powder in proper Magazines, in the following
manner, provided the whole quantity is purchased; if not, to
be distributed in the several aftelmentioned Towns or plac{)s
in proportion to the quantity purchased, and put under the

.<:i
§ § ..:

care of the Selectmen of the several Towns, said Selectmen biJ :J :: .:.is 0;. ..
C g.c .. c= ...gIving their receIpts to the ommissary-General of this 5 ~ ~ 8 A ~

Colony for the quantity received, and for the use of this - - - - - -
Colony, viz: At Falmouth, in Casco-Bay, nine hundred 467barrelsonly 84dO84~ ~ 83~ 84 88~ 8'3~~. dS
lJounds; at Gloucester, one thousand pounds; at Marble- 252 barrelsand
head, one thousand pounds; at Danvers, two thousand five locks 6 0

1

7 0 0 84 6121 19 4? 102-5 99 24 2-1;
hundred Pounds; at Salem, five hundred Pounds; at Be- 256 separate do. 2 0 3 0 0 4 6 2 4 15 63 1 1-5 39 13 7 1-1;

Broken mount-verley, two hundred and fIfty pounds; at Watertown, four ings 3 0 60 1 44 310 '174 31093-1;
thousand pounds; at Roxbury, four thousand pounds; at Old iron, about I
Concord, five thousand pounds; at Stoughton, two thou- 5 cwt., at J2 0

1

12 0 12 01212 3 00

sand pounds. £254 6 1 I-I;.
A B1!l entitled" An Act for fixinrr out Armed Vessels to ..

d f, d the Se Cast ofA 'c" hO . d tI H Resolved, That there be paIdout of the pubhckTreasury
f
e e

R
n

t
a
t'".

0

t b
men

t
a
d'

avmg passe 1e ouse
of this Colony, to the Honourable Benjamin Greenleaf, St~-o epresen a Ives 0 e enac e :

h C E M D
. 1II. k' d C .

D . lIn Council: Read a second time and assed a concur- p en ross, sq.,., r. am~ op ms, .an aptam anze

renc t b t d '
P Vose, the ComlllJttee appomted by this Court to purchas'~e 0 e ena.ce ,

Sulphur, the sum of six hundred Pounds, said Committee toWhereas Ehsha Porter, Esq., Sheriff of the County of be accountablp to the General Court for the samelIamp.~hire, is now absent fi'om his County in Canada in > ....

the service of the United Colonies, and doubts ma arise J}csolved,. That the Committee appom!ed to take mto
whether it will be regular and lawful for an one Yofhis their possession the. Effects of such obnoxIOuspersons who
Deputies to sirrn and send precepts to the lelectmen of have left Bos~on with the Fleet ~nd Army, be, and they
h I T

o.
h

. .
d C C'. I I . hereby are, dIrected to take an mventory of the Books,t e severa owns m t e sal ounty 101't Ie c 10ice of

B d I bl P f lJ k' d d II h .
IRepresentatives for the next General Assembly: o~ s, va ua e apers 0 a m s, a~ a ot .er artlc eo

Therefore ResQlved, That either of the De mt Sheriffs wlu?h have be~n or may be found, whIChwere I.nthe pos-
of the said Elisha be, and hereby is, tully au:ho~zed and sessIonof Harnson. Gray, .Esq., as Treasurer of thIs ~olony;
empowered to make, sign, and issue Precepts for the choice and that they dehver said Books, Papers, &c." mto t.]1I)
of Representatives for the said General Assembl to the hands. of Ol~rpresent Co]on:y~reasurer, and t~ke his receipt
several Towns in the said County of Hampshire, aId return for saJd artIcles, and lodge It~n the Secretary s,Office.
the same; and that such Precepts so made, issued, and re- Resolved, That there be pmd out of the ].mbhckTreasury
turned be to all intents as valid and effectual and all pro- of this Colony, to Samuel Tufts and Captam Edmund Sa!/)-
ceedin~s thereon held as good in law, as if the; were signed, yer, or their order, the sum of two thousand Pounds, to en-
issued, and returned by the said Elisha himself, notwith- ab.le them to purchase and pay for Saltpetre, for the use of
standing the Writ for issuing and returning such Precepts is ,this Colony, they to be accountable to the General Court
directed to the said Elisha solely, and not. . . . .. ' for the same.

Whereas this Court at their present session passed a Re-
solve that there should be delivered out of the publick
Treasury the sum of one thousand two hundred Pounds
unto the Honourable John Taylor, James Noble Shannon,.and others, to be expended as by the said Resolve is pro-
vided, for the support and benefit of the inhabitants of the
County of Lincoln, between Camden and Machias, inclu-
sively: And whereas the Committee of the Township of
Frenchman's Bay, which is jncluded between said Camden,
a.nd Machias, are desirous of laying out that part of the
said sum ",hich is designed for them in such way as they
suppose will be most fur the advantage of the inhabitants of
the said Townships:

seven Pounds fifteen Shillings and two Pence, in fulJ of his
losses at the battle of Charlestou'lt.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the pub]ick Treasury
of this Colony, to Colonel William Prescott, the sum of six.
Pounds and six Pence, in fulJ of his losses at the battle of
Charlestown.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the pub]ick Treasury
of this Colony, to Zebeon Hooker and five others, the sum
of eight Pounds tWQ ShilJings, in full for their losses at the
battle of Charlestown.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

It is therefore Resolved, That the said James Noble Shan-. non, and the others of the said Committee who have the said
sum in their hands, be, and they hereby are, directed to p~,y
Agrcen Crabtree, Ezra Young, and Daniel Sullivan, Agents
for the said Townships of Frenchman's Bay and Mount-De-
sert, the sum of one hundred and forty Pounds, being the
share of said Townships according to their number of in-
habitants, said Sullivan, Young, and Crabtree, giving thEir
security therefor to pay the same to the Treasurer of this
Colony on or before the time which they (the said Shannon
and others) are obliged to pay the sum aforesaid into the
Treasury, which security of the said Sullivan, Young, and
Crabtree, shall be lodged with the said Shannon. .

Whereas there is a number of Fire-Arms left by the Bri-
tish Troops, which Arms belonged to the inhabitants of
Boston, were delivered up by agreement in April last, and
were appraised by five Armourers in the condition they
were left in, with some old brass and iron Trimmings fi)r
said Arms, at the sum of two hundred and fifty-fourPounds
six Shillings and one Penny three Farthings:

Resolved, That the Commissarybe directed to apply to
the Selectmen of Boston for said Arms, and cause them to
be repaired for the use of said Colony, he paying the Se-
lectmen of Boston the aforesaid sum of two hundred and
fifty-four Pounds six Shillings and one Penny three Far-
things.
Return of the Fire-Arms, with their value, as appraised by

five Armonrers, in -the condition they were left by the
Br.itish Troops, which Arms belonged to the inhabitants
of Boston, and were delivered up by agreement, in Apr,il
1775:

Amount, law-
ful money,

t. 8. d.
108 19 4

Wednesday, May 8, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourab1e hmes Otis, Walter Spooner, Caleb
Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, Benjamin Chadbourn,
John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor,
Benjamin Lincoln, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten,
Jahez Fisher, Moses Gill, Benjamin White, Esquires.

Whereas, William Wood, Robert Ayles, and others, who
~

were taken in bringing supplies to the enemy of the United
Colonies, have obtained leave from this Court to proceed to
Great Britain on their parol!:'; but the said Wood, Ayle,
and others, having delayed their voyage, and being now on
board a Schooner in the Harbour of Gloucester, with design
to proceed on the voyage aforesaid ; and as a powerful Fleet
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and Army are now on our coast, and their having informa-
tion of the present circumstances and movements of this
Colony may be of dangerous tendency,

It is therefore Resolved, That the Committee of said
Gloucester be, and they hereby are, empowered and direct-
ed to haul up and strip said Schooner, and detain the said
Wood and Ayle, and all other persons designing to go to
England in said Schooner, until the further order of the
General Court.

Resolved, That the Committee for fortifying the Harbour
of Boston be a Committee of War, whose business it shall
be, until the first meeting of the next General Court, to
direct the Commissary-General of this Colony respecting
taking in and delivering out the warlike Stores of this Co-
lony to and from the publick Magazines, as the exigences
thereof may require; and, also, to appoint agents, and in all
respects provide for and give such instructions to the Com-
manders of the Armed Vessels that are or may be fitted out
on account of this Colony, from time to time, and at all
times, in all respects, as to them shall appear necessary for
the defence and interest o[ this Colony, or the United Co-
lonies, and not contrary to the Resolves of the Continental
Congress, or any Law or Resolve of the General Court.
And the said Committee are [urther empowered to direct the
Commissary-General o[ this Colony to procure all such war-
like Stores as they may find necessary for the defence and
security o[ this Colony. And the Council are hereby em-
powered to grant Warrants to the said Committee, on the.
Treasurer of this Colony, for such sum or sums of money as
the Committee aforesaid may have occasion for; and that
said Committee be accountable for the expenditures of she
money so received.

Resolved, That there be allowed to the Officers and Sol-
diers of the Militia of this Colony, that were called in at
the request of his Excellency General Washingtun, when
the Continental Army took possession of the Heights of
Dorchester, Rations, in such proportion as are allowed in the
said Continental Army, fi'Om the time o[ the said Militia
marching from their places of abode until their return to
their respective homes; and the Offi~ers of said Militia are
directed to make up their Rolls accordingly.

Whereas Captain White, in Colonel Whitney's Regiment,
who had Beating Orders, has declined the service ; and others
who have received Beating Orders, may do the same; and
the General Court being about to rise:

Resolved, That the honourable Council be empowered
to issue Orders to some meet persons [or raising a Company,
instead of the said White, or any other person or persons
who may resign their Orders for raising Soldiers [or the said
Regiment, and make Commissions [or such persons as may
receive such new Orders, if they shall judge them proper
persons therefcjr.

A Bill entitled "An Act in addition to an Act for fixing
out Armed Vessels for the defence of America," havinlT had
two several readings, passed to be enacted.

".,

A Bill entitled "An Act in addition to an Act to supply
the Treasury with fifty thousand Pounds," havino had two
several readings, passed to be enacted.

<>

Whereas th~ Commissary-General o[ this Colony was
directed by a late Resolve of this Court to procure ten Can-
non for the defence o[ the Town of Falmm~th; and whereas
the same has not yet been provided for that purpose,

Therefore Resolved, That the said Commissary be, and
he hereby is, directed to deliver to Samuel Freeman, Esq.,
or his order, ten Cannon, of the sizes mentioned in said Re-
solve, or as near the size thereof as can be, out of the Can-
non now in the Town of Boston, as soon as they are put in
repair, provided the Committee [or fortifying the Harbour of
Boston are o[ opinion that the same can be spared consis-
tent with the general interest and safety of the Colony.

Resolved, That upon Peter Coffin, Esq., of Gloucester,
making application to the Commissary-General of this Co-
lony, the said Commissary be directed to deliver to the said
Coffin, two Cannon, of eighteen-pounders, provided the
Committ~~ for fortifying the Harbour of Boston judge that
it may be done, and thirty Balls fit for the same; and, also,
sixty nine-pound Balls, and take his receipt [or the same.

.Wl~ereas. by a~ Act .for .regulating the Militia passed by
this Court, III their seSSion ill January last, it was provided

that sundry Intrenching Tools, as by the said Act it is ex-
pressed, should be procured by the Selectmen in the Colony;
and whereas there is the greatest reason to expect that a
formidable Fleet and Army will soon invade this Colony;
and it being absolutely necessary to the preservation of the.
lives, liberty, and property of the good people thereof, that
the Militia should be put in the best posture of de[ence :

It is therefore Resolved, That the Selectmen of the several
Towns in this Colony be, and they hereby are, directed and
strictly enjoined, as they. regard the lives of this people, to
provide all Intrenching Tools, as by the Act aforesaid is
directed, without the least delay, and that returns o[ thE' same.

'be made by said Selectmen to the General Court, on the 3d
day o[ the next session thereof.

And it is Ordered, That the foregoing Resolve be pub-
lished by the Secretary in the Boston, Watertou'n, and
TVorces~er Newspapers, as soon as may be.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday, May 9, 1716.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, Walter Spooner, Caleb
Cushing, John Winthrop, Benjamin Chadbourn, Thomas Cushing,
John Whetcomb, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor,
Michael Farley, Samuel Holten, Jabcz Fisher, Benjamin White,
Esquires.

Resolved, That Thomas Crane, Esq., be, and he hereby
is, appointed to carry on the manufacturing o[ Gunpowder
in the Colony Mill at Stoughton, until the further order of
the General Court; and the said Crane is hereby empowered
and directed to employ, in behalf of this Colony, so many
suitable persons as are necessary in order to carryon the
same.

And it is also Resolved, That the said Thomas Crane, Esq.,
be, and he hereby is, appointed to receive so much Saltpetre
at such convenient place near said Mill as he shan appoint
as can be manufactured therein, giving the same therefor as
the Commissary-General is authorized to give at Watertown;
fOl'which purpose, the Commissary-General is directed to
deliver to said Crane, the sum of three hundred Pounds;
he, the said Crane, giving his receipt therefor, and being
accountable to the General Court for the same.

And it is [urther Resolved, That the said T/wmas Crane,
Esq., is directed to establish lines at a convenient distance
from the said Mill, by setting up posts, and extending rails
[rom one of them to the other, entirely round said Mill, and
to set proper guards at the same, who shall be empowered
to fire upon any person who shall attempt, after being three
times forbid by such guards, to enter the said lines.

And it is also Resolved, That the Commissary-General
shall, from time to time, until the [urther order o[ the
General Court, deliver to the said Crane, or order, so much
Saltpetre as he shall want to empJoy said Mill, over and
above what he shall purchase as aforesaid, pl'Ovided there
shall be more than sufficient to employ the Powder-l\'Iill
built by Samuel Phillip,y, Jr., at Andover.

And it is also Resolved, That Mr. Vose, one o[ the
Committee appointed by the General Court to purchase
Sulphur, be directed to supply the said Crane, with so much
Sulphur as he shall require to keep the Mill aforesaid in
constant employ, said Crane to be accountable to the General
Court for the same.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to the Rev. Mr. Gordon, for his attendance
three months, and necessary expense, the sum o[ six Pounds;
and also to the Rev. 1\11'.Thatcher, for his attendancE" five
months, from the 5th of December to the 8th of May, and
for his horse-hire and necessary expenses, the sum of fi[-
teen POllnds.

Resolved, That the' Committee appointed to fortify Bos-
ton Harbour be, and hereby are, empowered to purchase of
the Continent, take down and transport to sllch places
as they think proper, and there erect, any quantity of Bar-
racks they may judge necessary for the use of this Colony,
not exceeding two thousand feet.

Resolved, That the Committee a[oresaid prepare and
lay before the Council an Account of such sums as are
necessary for paying Labourers and Carpenters they have
or may employ agreeable to the order of Court; and the
Council are hereby empowered to give them '''arrants on
the Treasury fi)f the same, the said Committee to be account-
able to the General Court [or the same.
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Resolved, That the Committee for fortifying the Harbour
of Boston be, and hereby are, empowered and directed
immediately to procure and prepare with everything ne-
cessary, such a number of Fire-Ships and Rafts as they
may judge proper to annoy the enemy's ships, if they should
again return to Boston Harbour; and the said Committee
are also directed without delay to sink the Hulks before
ordered by this Court, in such place and in such manner
as the said Committce shall think best.

Also Resolved, That said Committee, after they shall
have completed the Fortresses which this Court have or-
dered to be made on Dorchester-Neck, Castle-Island, and
Noddle's Island, be empowered to remove the Block-House
upon Boston-Neck to Governour's Island, and place tWQ
or three Cannon and cast up Works there, if the said Com-

"

mittel' shall, on good advisement, judge that the enemy
may be thereby prevented from landing and taking posses-
sion of the high ground on the said Island. And tbe said
Committee are directed to apply to General Ward, or such
otber person as may have the care and disposition of the
Boats belonging to the United Colonies, for such and so
many of the said Boats as they shall judge necessary for
the use of this Colony, in carrying on and defending the
Fortresses which they have been directed and empowered
to erect for the defence of the Town and Harbour of Bos-
ton. And the said Committee are bereby empowered to
engage, .in behalf of this Colony, to return and deliver such
Boats as they may receive for the use aforesaid; or in default
thereof to make satisfaction to the United Colonies for such
of them as shall not be returned upon demand, to the person
or persons who shall have right to require the same in
behalf of the said Colonies.

"Whereas it has been usual in time of war to keep one or
more Vessels to cruise as spies, and give intelligence of the
approach of an enemy, and great advantages have accrued
from the same: And whereas the great dependance which
this Colony has on the Militia thereof for defence, renders it
absolutely neces,sary that timely advice should be given of
the advance of an enemy:

It is therefore Resolved, That Mr. Speaker, Captain
Batchelder, and Mr. Ilall, be, and they hereby are, ap-
pointed a Committee, to hire or purchase, and fit out, at the
expense of this Colony, two swift-sailing Vessels, not ex-
ceeding forty tons each, to cruise on the coast of America,
and give intelligence of the movements of the enemy; and
lay their accounts for fixing out said Vessels before the
General Court for allowance. And when the said Vessels
shall be ready to sail, the Committee of War is hereby
empowered and directed to man, arm, victual, and give
orders for their proceeding; which orders the said Masters
of said Vessels shall be obliged to observe and obey.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he here-
by is, directed to deliver to Captain Josiah Batchelder, Jun.,
or order, two large Cannon that were left in the Town of
Boston, for the use of the Town of Beverley, until the
further order of the Gi:meral Court, provided the Committee
of War judge that it maybe done consistent with the gene-
ral interest and sarety of the Colony.

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony, to John Story, sub-Commissary to Colonel
Little's Regiment, the sum of five Pounds five Shillings, in
full of his services.

"\Vhereas in a contract made by this Court with Samuel
Phillips, Jun., for manufacturing Gunpowder for the use of
the Colony, it was provided that the said Phillips keep a
sufficient guard for his Mill: And whereas it is necessary
that the said guard should be invested with authority in
order to answer the purpose for whicJl it is ordered:

It is therefore Resolved; That the said Phillips cause to
be placed round the said Mill, and every building belonging
thereto that shall contain any Gunpow"der, a pole or line,
at the distance of one rod at least; and if any person shall
enter within such bounds as have been herein mentioned,
at any time between sun-setting and sun-rising, and refuse
or neglect to depart therefrom after having been three times
called upon and audibly, by any person that may be On
guard by consent of the said Phillips, in such case it shall
be lawful for the said guard to fire on any person so ncglect-
ing or refusing.

Resolved, That there be delivered out of the Commis-

sary's Store at Falmouth, one barrel of Gunpowder, and
that Drigadier Thompson be a Committee to receive thl)
same for said Harpswell and Brunswick, he being account-
able to this Court for the same.

Resolved, That the Commissary, appointed the Q9th of
]}larch, 1776, of the forces stationed at Dartmouth for the
defence of the Sea-Coast, be, and he hereby is, empowered
and directed by this Court, to supply the Company stationed
as aforesaid, with Barracks, Wood, and utensils to cook in,
and their allowances of provisions and money, accordini~
to the establishment made by this Court on the Q7th of De-
cember last, for the forces stationed on the Sea-Coast.

Adjourned to nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday, May 10, 1776.

Present in Council: Honourable James Otis, Walter Spooner, Caleb
Cushing, John Winthrop, Thomas Cushing, Benjamin Chadbourn,
John Whctcomb, Jedediah Foster, James Prescott, Eldad Taylor,
Benjamin White, Michael Farley, Joseph Palmer, Samuel Holten,
Jabez Fisher, Moses Gill, Esquires.

Resolved, That the three Regiments gramed by this Courr.,
and to be raised under the command of Colonels Marshall,
Whitney, and Crafts, when raised shall, until the meeting
of the next General Court, be under tbe direction of the
Committee of 'Val', who are hereby empowered and directetl
to put them, as occasion may require, under the commanrl
of the General of the Continental Forces stationed within
this Colony, and at any time when they shall think proper,
'to resume the same again.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed this day to hire,
or purchase and fit out, at the expense of this Colony, two
swift-sailing Vessels, not exceeding forty tons each, to crui:e
on the Coast of America, and give intelligence of the move-
ments of the enemy, be, and they hereby are, fully autho-
rized and empowered to man, arm, and victual, the said two
Vessels fit for the sea; apd that when they are ready, tbe
Committee of"War give such orders to the several Masters,
for their proceeding, as they shall judge proper, anything in
the resolve appointing the Committee aforesaid to the COIl-
trary notwithstanding; and that the said Committee receive
out of the Treasury of this Colony the sum of three hQTI-
dred Pounds, for the purposes aforesaid; each of the said
Committee to be accountable to the General Court for the
sum they shall respectively receive.

In the House of Representatives : The House made choice
of the following gentlemen as Deputy-Commissaries for the
Brigades of Militia in the Counties hereafter mentioned,
VIZ:

SUFFOLK, - Mr. Daniel Vose.
EssEx, - Mr. Nathaniel Farley.
MIDDLESEX, Jonathan Brown, Esq.
DRISTOL, Mr. Apollos Leonard.
"\VQRCESTER,- Mr. Joseph Allen.
YORK, - Captain William Rogers.
CmmERLAND,- Captain Pearson Jones.
LINCOLN, Major John Farley.
PLYMOUTH, Mr. Isaac Lothrop.
DARNSTABLE, - Mr. Stephen Nye.
HAMPSHIRE, Dr. Levi Shepperd.
BERKSHIRE, Samuel Brown, Esq.
Resolved, That Colonel Orne and others, who are a Com-

mittee appointed to purchase a quantity of Powder lately
imported into Newburyport, be, and they hereby are, em-
powered to impress said Powder, and secure it for the use
of this Colony, provided that the importers of said Powder,
or other~ who have or may have the disposal thereof, have
not sold it, or refuse" to sell it on the terms on which said
Committee are authorized to purchase the same; and the
said Committee are directed to assure the owners of the said
Powder that the General Court will be ready to hear any
reasons that may be offered why they should have a higber
price for the same than has been offered by this Court.

Resolved, That the Commissary-General he, and he here-
by is, directed, as soon as possib]e, to purchase for the use
of this Colony, besides what he has already procured, five
hundred Pick-Axes, two hundred and fifty Spades, five
hundred Shovels, sixty Crows, fifty "Wheelbarrows, four
hundred barrels of Pork, one hundred barrels of Beef, two
hundred barrels Qf Peas or Beans, and three hundred Nar-
row-Axes. '
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Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury whereas no officers arc appointed for the said one hundred

of this Colony, to Eunia Whitcomb, Administratrix of the men:
estate of Joshua Whitcomb, deceased, the sum Qf four Pounds Therefore Resolved, That the said Resolve, passed on the
seven Shillings, in filII of his losses in the battle of Charles- 26th day of April last, for raising said Company of one hl1n-
town. dred men, be reconsidered, and every part and clause thereof

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury be rendered null and void.
of this Colony, to Timothy Walker, Esq., the sum of thirty Resolved, That Mr. Samuel Phillips, Jun., be, and hore-
ShiJlincrs, for the lIse of Benjamin Gleason, in full of his losses by is, directed and empowered, as soon as may he, to deliver
at the battle of Bunker's JIill, on the 17th of June last. to the Selectmen, or their order, of all such Towns as are

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury situated within twenty miles of any sea-port, and have lent
of this Colony, to Zachariah Weston, the sum of one Pound Powder for the Colony's use, and have not been paid there-
twelve Shillings, in full for his losses at Lexington. for, the respective quantities they have so supplied; they

Resolved, That there be paid out of the publick Treasury producing proper receipts of the same being received for the
of this Colony, to Ephraim Chamberlain, the sum of one use of the Colony, and giving their receipts for the same.
Pound ten Shillings, in full for his losses at the battle of

Whereas some doubts may arise about the appointmentCharustown.
of a Clerk of the Superior Court of Judicature, Court of

Whereas it appears to this COllrt that the appointment Assize and General Jail Delivery, out of Term time,
of the Committee for fortifying the Harbour of Boston a It is therefore Resolved, That the Justices of said Court,
Committee of War, is likely to involve said Committee in or any three of them, be, and they hereby are, authorized
more business than they can attend to: and empowered, out of Term time, to appoint a Clerk to said

It is therefore Resolved, That the Vote appointing the Court, which Clerk, when so appointed, and being duly
Committee for fortifying the Harbour of Boston a Commit- sworn to the faithful discharge of said office, by either of the
tee of War, is hereby reconsidered, and that General Azor said Justices, shall have all the powers to,a Clerk of said
Orne, the Honourable James Sullivan, Esq., Colonel Abram Court belonging, any law or usage to the contrary notwith-
TVatson,andDaniel Cheever,Esq., with suchas the honour- standing.
able Board shall join, be, and hereby are, appointed a Com- in Council: Read, and concurred.
mittee of War, until the next meeting of the General Court,

Resolved, That four Companies that have been doingvested with all the powers which the said Committee for
duty in Dorchester, Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham,fortifying the Harbour of Boston were vested with as a Com-
be immediately officered by the Council, and filled up on themittee of "Val', the major part of whom to be a quorum.
same establishment as the other Companies 011the Sea-

Whereas it has been represented to this Court that divers Coast are, and stationed and employed as the Committee of
Officers and ,Soldiers, who served in the Army raised by this War shall direct.
Colony before the 1st day of August last, and for whose

Resolved, That Mr. Zebediah Abbot, of Ando~'er, be, andservice Muster-Rolls have been made up to that time, have
he hereby is, appointed one of the Committee for receivingreceived clothing, advance wages, and warlike accoutre-
and examining the article of Saltpetre; and that the saidments, to the amount of a greater sum than their wages were,
Abbot receive out of the Colony Treasury the sum of fiveby which a balance is become due to the Colony:
hundred Pounds, to enable him to pay for what SaltpetreTherefore Resolved, That the Receiver-General be, and
he shall receive; he to be accountable to the General Courthereby is, directed to prepare a list of the names of aU
for the samf'.Officers and Soldiers from whom there is any balance due

to this Colony on the Muster-RoUs made up for services in Resolved, That the Council be, and hereby are, empow-
the Colony Army before the first day of August last, with ered to appoint Mustermasters for Colonel Whitney's, Colo-
the sum of such balance, and the particular Regiments and nel Marshall's, and Colonel Craft's Regiment.
Companies to which said Officers and Soldiers respectively Resolved, That there be paid out of the publiek Treasury
belonged, and lay the same before the General Court, that of this Colony, to the Honourable Benjamin Greenleaf, and
proper order may be taken thereon. Stephen Cross, Esquires, Mr. Daniel Hopkins, and Captain

Resolved, That there be paid out of ~he publick Treasury Daniel Pose, the Committee appointed to purchase Sulphur
of this Colony, to Thomas Crain and Daniel Vose, Esquires, for this Colony, the sum of two hundred Pounds; said Com-
the sum of three hundred Pounds, to enable them to pay mittee to be accountable to this Court for the sarno.
and discharge the debts they have already contracted for Resolved, That there be allowed andpaid out of the pub-
labour and materials in building a Powder-Mill at Stoughton, lick Treasury of this Colony, to the several persons after-
for the Colony's use, and further to enable them to complete named, the sum set acrainsteach person's name, to be in full
the same, they to be accountable to the General Court for losses each person0

sustained in the battle on Bunker' 3
therefor. lIill, on the 17thof June, as by the Account herewith an-

Resolved, That the Commissary-General be, and he here- nexed, viz :
by is, directed to deliver out of the publick Stores of this To Josiah Bacon, - -. -£6 4 8
Colony, one hundred barrels of Flour and fifty barrels of To Jo7tn Burrel, (void,) - - 5 18 8
Pork, to the Honourable Richard Derby, Esq., and Captain To Ebenezer Childs, - - 5 18 8
Josiah Batchelder, Jun., or either of their orders, to be ap- To Moses Smith, (carried out,) - -2 2 0
plied for the use of the Armed Vessels which they are to To Timothy Hastings, 1 0 0
build and equip for the service of this Colony, they to be To Ebenezer Nye, - - - - 0 7 0
accountable to the General Court for the same. To Silas Nye, - 1 0 0

To Joseph ,Myrick, 1 2 0Whereas a Resolve passed this Court 011the 26th day of
To Zeil Green, ,_ _ 2 2 0April last, for raisinga new Company, to consist of one
To Aaron IIolden, _ _ _ _ _ 0 13 0hundred men, inclusive of officers, to be immediately raised
To Paul Richardson, 1 10 0for the defence of the Sea-Coast of this Colony, ori the same
To Jeduthun JIolden, 1 4 0establishment of pay and subsistence that was granted to
To Joel Bullard, _ _ _ _ _ 1 4 0the Companies under the command of Captain William

Crother and Captain Elisha Nye, stationed at Falmouth and £30 6 0
,Elizabethtown, and were, by said Resolve, to be posted and Major Fuller came up with a message from the House, to
do duty in such manner and in such divisions or parties as inform the Board that the House had passed on all publick
the honourableCouncil'shouldorder,who were empowered business, and desired the Board to do the same, that the
to distribute the said Companies at Dorchester, Weymouth, General Assembly may be dissolved as soon as possible.
Braintree, and Hingham, until the further order of this Then the Secretary, by order of the major part of the
Court; and whereas this Court, since the passing said Re- Council, went down to the House and delivered the follow-
solve, have raised a new Regiment of men for the defence ing verbal message, viz:

"

-

of the Sea-Coasts near Boston, to be under the command MR. SPEAKER: I am directed by the major part of the
of Col9J1elMarshall, whereby it is rendered unnecessary to Council to inform the honourable House that they have
raise said Company for the defence of this Colony; and consented to the enacting the following Bills, viz:

FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. v. 83
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A Bill for repealing an Act made and passed by the'
'Great and General Court, in February last, entitled" An
Act for encouraging the fixing out of Armed Vessels."

A Bill for preventing the forging and altering the Bills of
Publick Credit.

A Bill for amending an Act entitled" An Act for en-
couraging the fixing out of Armed V esscls."

A Bill for uniting the second and sixth Parishes in the
'Town of Ipswich into one Parish.

A Bin for establishing the form of Commissions, and alter-
'ing the style of Writs, Precepts, &c.

A Bill for executing in this Colony the Resolve of the
American Congress for disarming such persons as are dis-
affected to the cause of America.

A Rin for regulating the Fees and Anowances of the
several Civil Officers within this Colony.

A Bill for raising and forming a Regiment of Horse ant of
the several Regiments of Foot in the County of Worcester.

A Bill for providing for a more equal Representation in
the General Court.

A Bill for providing a speedy and chcap course for the
recovery of Debts. '

A Bill in addition to an Act entitled" An Act '*' '*' 'Ii<

A Bin for supplying the Treasury with fifty thousand
Pounds.

And it is their Honours' pleasure that this Great and Ge-
neral Court or Assembly be dissolved, and it is dissolved
accordingly.

NORTH-CAROLINA PROVINCIAL CONGRESS.

Proceedings of the Provincial Con~ress of NORTH-CARO-
LINA, held at HALIFAX, on the 4th day of APRIL, 1776,
to MAY 14, 1776.

At a Congress begun and held at the Town of Ilalifax,
in the County of l1alifax, the 4th day of April, in the year
of our Lord 1776.

It being certified that the fonowing p~rsons were duly
elected and returned for the respective Counties and Towns,
to wit:

For ANSONCounty: Daniel Love, Samuel Spencer, John
Crawford, James Picket, and John Childs.

BEAUFORT: Roger Ormond, Thomas Rcspis, Junior, and
John Cowper.

BLADEN: Nathaniel Richardson, Thomas Robeson, Mutu-
ran Colvill, James Coimcil, and Thomas Amis.

BERTIE: John Campbell, John Johnston, and Charles Jay-
cocks.

BRUKSWICK :

BUTE: Green Hill, William Alston, William Person, Tho-
mas Sherrod, and Philemon Hawkin.~.

CRAVEN: James Coor, Lemuel Hatch, John Bryan, Wil-
liam Bryan, and Jacob Blount.

CARTERET: TVilliam Thompson, Solomon Shepard, and
John Backhouse.

CURRITUCK: Samuel Jarvis, James White, James Ryan,
Gideon Lamb, and Solomon Perkins. .

CHOWAN: Samuel Jf)hnston, Thomas Benbury, Thomas
Jones, John Bap. Beasley, and Thomas fIunter.

CUMBERLAND: David Smith, Alexander ~IcAlister, Far-
quard Campbell, Thomas Rutherford, and Alexander
McCoy.

CHATHA~r: Ambrose Ramsay, John Thompson, Joshua Ros-
ser, Jeduthun Harper, and Elisha Cain.

DUPLIN: Thomas Gray and William Dickson.
DOBBS: Richard Caswell, Abraham Shepherd, George

Miller, Simon Bright, and William jl'lcKinnie.
EDGECOMB: William lIaywood, Duncan Lemon, Elisha

Battle, Henry Irwin, and Nathan Boddie.
GJtANVILLE: Thomas Person, John Penn, ~lemucan Hunt,

John Taylor, and Charles Eaton.
GUILFOJtD: Ransome Southerland, William Dent, and Ralph

Gorrill.
HYDE: Rotheas Latham, Joseph llancock, John Jordan,

and Benjamin Parmely.
HERTFORD: Robert Sumner.
HALIFAX: John Bradford, Jame.~Ilogan, David Sumner,

Jo.~ephJohn Williams, and Willis Alston.
JOHNSTON:Samuel /)j/!'ith,Jun., Needham Bryan, Jun., and

Htmry Rains.
MECKLENBUJtGH:John Pfifer, Robefft Irwin, and John~Ic-

Nitt Alexander.
MAJtTIN: William Williams, Whitmell Ifill, Kenneth Mc-

Kenzie, Thomas Wiggens, and Edward Smythwick.
NEW-HANOVER:John Ashe, John Devane, Samuel Ashe,

Sampson Mosely, and John Hollingsworth.
NORTHAMPTON:Allen Jones, Jeptha Atherton, Drury Gee,

&muel Lockhart, and Howell EdrnuTJ,ds. .
ONSLOW:George lUitchell, Benajah Doty, John Spicer,

John King, and John Norman.
ORANGE:John Kinchen, James Saunders, John Butler,

Nathaniel Rochester, and Thomas Burke.
PERqUIMANS:Miles Harvey, William Skinner, Thomas

Harvey, Charles Blount, and Charles Moore.

P ASqT.:'OTANK:Thomas Boyd, Joseph Jones, William Cum-
ming, Dempsey Burgess, and Henry Abbott.

PITT: John Simpson, Edward Salter, and William Rob-
son.

ROWAN: Gr~ffit1~Rutherford and Matthew Locke.
SURRY:
TYRRELL: Archibald Corrie.
TJtYON:
WAKE: Joel Lane, John Hinton, John Rand, William

Hooper, and Tignal Jones.
Town of BATH: William Brown.

EDENTON: Joseph llewes.
N EWBEJtN: Abner lVash.
\VILMINGTON: Cornelius Harnett.
BRUNSWICK:
HALIFAX: Willie Jones.
HILJ.SBOROUGH: William Johnston.
SALISBURY: David Nisbet.

.

CAMPBLETON;:Arthur Council.
Pursuant to which the following persons appeared, sub-

scribed the Test, and took their seats in Congress:
.

Samuel Johl'lston, John Norman, James Coor,
William Haywood, John Spicer, John Bryan,
Elisha Battle, Joseph Hancock, Jacoh Blount,
Henry Irwin, John Jordan, Thomas Gray,
Edward Salter, Solomon Shepherd, Matthew T.ockc,
William Robson, William Thompson, Griffith Rutherford,
John Bradford, Thomas Person, John Pfifer,
James Hogan, Memucan Hunt, Robert Irwin,
David Sumner, John Taylor, J, McNitt AlexandCl',
Joseph J, 'Villiams, Miles Harvey, William Person,
Willi_ Alston, William Skinner, Green Hill,
Alien Jones, Samuel Jarvis, Thomas Boyd,
Drury Gee, James White, 'Villiam Williams,
John Hinton, James Ryan, James Council,
John Rand, Solomon Perkins, Philemon Hawkins,
Thomas Respis, Jr., Thomas Benhury, William Alston,
John Cowper, Thomas Jones, John Campbell,
William Brown, John Thompson, Nathaniel Richardson,
George Mitchell, John Devane, Arthur Conncil.
John King,

Mr. Allen Jones proposed for President Samuel Johnston,
Esquire, who was unanimously chosen, and conducted to
the Chair; and James Green, Jun., was appointed Secretary;
Francis Ltjnaugh and Evan Swann, Doorkeepers; during
the continuance of the Congress.

Mr. Bradford presented a Petition from the inhabitant"
of the Town of Halifax, setting forth that Willie Jones,
Esquire, who was elected a Delegate for said town, is ap-
pointed by the Continental Congress Superintendent of In-
dian Affilirs for the Southern Department; in consequence
of which appointment he had gone to Fort Charlotte, in
Georgia, whereby the said town was unrepresented; pray-
ing leave to elect a Delegate to sit and vote in Congress in
the absence of the said Willie Jones, Esquire.

Resolved, That the Freeholders of the said Town of Hali-
fax meet on the fifth day of this instant, and elect a proper
person to sit and vote in Congress until the return of the
said Willie Jones, Esquire.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten
o'clock.

Friday, April 5, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.
Resolved, That Colonel Nicholas Long take into his

possession the Powder and other Stores lately arrived from
Philadelphia, and safely keep the same untiJ further or-
ders.
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The Returning Officer for the T'Own of Halifax having
certified that Mr. John Webb was duly elected a Delegate
for the said town until the return of rVillie Jones, Esquire,
Mr. Webb appeared, subscribed the Test, and took his seat
in Congress.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Allen Jones, lVIr. Cor-
neHus Harnett, Mr. Jqmes Coor, Mr. Thomas Person, Mr.
Thomas Benbury, Mr. Thomas Respis, Mr. ~amuel Jarvis,
Mr. Green Hill, Mr. Arthur Council, Mr. Matthew Locke,
Mr. Griffith Rutherford, and Mr. John Hinton, be a Com-
mittee to inquin~into, and make report to this Congress, of the
quantity of Ammunition now remaining in the Province.
. On Petition of William Alston, setting forth that a certain
John Henderson is now about to remove himself out of this
Province, fo the great prejudice of the Orphans of Solomon
Alston, deceased, the same being certified on oath:

Resolved, That such of the Estate of Solomon Alston,
late of Granvale County, deceased, being the property of
his Orphans, now in the possession of John Henderson, or
any other persons, be immediately taken into possession for
their use; and tbat the said John Henderson be brought
forthwith to this Congress, there to answer any deficiency
that may appear, and reimburse the said Orphans; and that
James Jones, of T-VakeCounty, be appointed to execute this
Resolution in any part of the Province, and that he take with
him such assistance as he shall think necessary.

Resolved, That General It[cDonald be admitted to his
parole upon the following conditions: That he does not go
without the limits of the Town of Halifax; that he does
not, directly or indirectly, while a prisoner, correspond with
any person or persons who are or may be in opposition to
American measures, or by any manner or means convey to
them intelligence. of any sort; that he take no draft, nor
procure them to be taken by anyone else, of any place or
places in which he may be, while upon his parole, that shall
now, or may hereafter give information to our enemies which
can be injurious to us, or the common cause of America;
but that, without equivocation, mental evasion, or secret re-
servation, he pay the most exact and faithful attention to
the intent and meaning of these conditions, according to the
rules and regulations of war; and that he every day appear
between the hours of ten and twelve o'clock to the Officer
of the Guard.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Saturday, April 6, t776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

Mr. President laid before the Congress Letters from the
Delegates .of this Province in Congress at Philadelphia, of
the 12th of February and 1st of ~March last, enclosing sun-
dry Hesolutions of the Continental Congress, which were
read.

Ordered, That the same lie over for consideration till
lUonday next.

Mr. President laid before the Congress a Letter from Co-
lonel James Moore, of the First Hegirnent, enclosing a Gene-
ral Field Heturn of Officers and Soldiers in Camp, and also
a Heturn of the Tories' Property in his possession.

Ordered, That the same lie for consideration..

On motion, Mr. James GlasgoUJ was appointed Assistant
Secretary to this Congress.

Resolved, That Mr. David Love, John Cooper, James.
Council, John Johnston, ~Villiam Person, James Coor, So-
lomon Shepherd, Solomon Perkins, Thomas Benbury, Da-
vid Smith, John Thompson, Thomas Gray, Elisha Battle,
ftfemuean lIunt, Joseph lIancock, Robert Sumn£T, Willis
Alston, Whitmill Hill, Robert Irwin, John Hollingsworth,
Jeptha Atherton, John Norman, Thomas Burke, William
Skinner, Thomas Boyd, Edward Salter, Grftfith Ruther-

ford, Archibald Corrie, John Rand, T'Villiam Brown, Corne-
lius Harnett, John Webb, and David Nisbet, be a Committee
of Privileges and Elections; and that they have power to
send for persons, papers, and records, as the case may re-
quire, and make report to this Congress.

Resolved, That lUatthew Locke, Robert Irwin, John
ltlcNitt Alexander, Thomas Person, Thomas Burke, John
Taylor, John Ashe, Thomas Gray, George Mitchell, John
Cowper, William Brown, James Coor, William Haywood,
John Bradford, Green Hill, Whitmill Hill, Miles Harvey,

...

William Skinner, and John Campbell, be a Committee of
Claims, to settle and allow Military and Naval Accounts.

Resolved, That Mr. Allen Jone.y,Joseph John Williams~
David Sumner, Jacob Blo'unt, Thomas Respi,y, T'Filliam
Thompson, Thomas Benbury, Archibald Corrie, Roberf
Sumner, Cornelius lIarnett, John Spicer, Nathaniel Rich-
ardson, ~lemucan Hunt, Nathaniel Rochester, John Rand,
Griffith Rutherford, John Pfifer, David Nisbet, and Jolm
Ashe, be a Committee to settle the Civil Accounts of this
Province.

The Congress adjourned till Monday morning, ten o'clock.

Monday, April 8, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

On motion, Resolved, That Mr. Harnett, Mr. Allen
Jones, Mr. Burke, Mr. Nash, Mr. Kinchin, Mr. Thomas
Person, and Mr. Thomas Jones, be a Select Committee to
til,ke into consideration the usurpations and violences at-
tempted and committed by the King and Parliament of
Britain against America, and the further measures to be
taken for frustrating the same, and for the better defence of
this Province.

Mr. Harnett presented the Petition of Joseph Wood and
Partners, praying an order to dispose of the Effects of his
Excellency Josiah ftilartin, Esquin" within this Province, to
reimburse the loss they have sustained by the capture and
detention of the Sloop Joseph, and the cargo on board of the
same, or such other relief as this Congress in their wisdom
shall think fit.

Resolved, That Mr. Harnett, Mr. Allen Jones, Mr.
Burke, Mr. Thomas Person, and Mr. Thomas Jones, be a
Committee to take under consideration the said Petition,
and make report to this Congress.

Resolved, That Mr. Allen Jones, Mr. Whitmill Hill, Mr.
John Ashe, Mr. Burke, Mr. Miles lIarvey, Mr. Thomas
Person, Mr. Benbury, Mr. Rand, Mr. Rochester, Mr. Tho-
mas Jones, Mr. Rutherford, Mr. Southerland, Mr. Richard-
son, Mr.lIarnett, and Mr. Arthur Council, be a Committee
to inquire into the conduct of the Insurgents, and other sus-
pected persons, and make report of their proceedings to the.
Congress.

The Order of the Day being read,
Resolved, The same be deferred till Wednesday next.

Mr. Thomas Jones presented a Petition from the Execu-
tors of the last will and testament of John Callaway, de"'
ceased, praying an order may issue to empower them to
seize so much of the Estate of Thomas Macknight, and
cause the same to be sold, as may be of value sufficient to
satisfy th.e sum of five hundred and eighty-six Pounds two
Shillings, with interest and accruing costs.

Resolved, That Messieurs Harnett, Allen Jones, Tho-
mas Burke, Thomas Person, and Thomas Jones, be a Com-
mittee to take under consideration ihe said Petition, and
make report to this Congress.

Mr. William Johnston, the Delegate for the Town of
Hillsborough, Mr. James Saunders and Mr. John Kinchen,
for the County of Orange, Mr. Thomas Wiggins, for the
County of Martin, Mr. Ransome Southerland, Mr. William
Dent, and Mr. Ralph Gorril, for the County of Guilford,
Mr. Dempsey Burgess and Mr. Henry Abbott, for the
County of Pasquotank, Mr. Elisha Cain, for the County
of Chatham, Mr. Tignal Jones, for the County of H-'ake,
and Mr. Abner Nash, for the Town of Newbern, appeared,
subscribed the Test, and took their seats in Congress.

On motion, Resolved, That the Hev. Mr. Ford be ap-
pointed Chaplain to this Congress..-

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Tuesday, April 9, 1716.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

R~solved, That Mr. Corrie, Mr. John Campbell, Mr.
Couper, Mr. T-VilliamJohnston, and Mr. Cornelius Harnett,
be a Committee to inquire into the cost of sundry Merchan-
dise deemed useful to the service of this Province, as per
invoice exhibited ,by Mr. John Wright Stanly, and that
they report thereon.

On motion, Resolved, The Congress resolve itself into a
Committee of the Whole, to take into consideration the pre-
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sent state of the Province, and the expediency of employing
a military force for its defence against foreign and domestick
invaders.

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole accordingly, and chose John Campbell, Esquire,
Chairman; and afi~r some time spent therein, came to se-
veral Resolutions. Then, on motion, Mr. President resumed
the Chair, and Mr. Chairman reported as follows, to wit:

&solved, That two Battalions, over aud above the Bat-
talion directed to be raised by the Continental Congress, be
raised in this Province, to consist bf seven hundred and fifty
Privates each.

Resolved, That it be recommended that three Companies
of Light-Horse, consisting of one Captain, one Lieutenant,
one Cornet, and thirty-three Privates each, be raised by this
Province, and that it be recommended to the House to ap-
ply through their Delegates to the Continental Congress to
place the same on Continental establishment.

.
Resolved, That it be recommended tu Congress that a

bounty of forty Shillings and three Pence, advance, be paid
to every person inlisted into the service.

Resolved, That it be recommended that a penalty of five
Pounds be inflicted on any person who shall knowingly
secrete, harbour, succour, or entertain, for the space of twen-
ty-four hours, any deserter from the service, after having
been duly inlisted; to be recovered before any jurisdiction
having cognizance thereof, one half to the informer, the
other half to the publick.

The House taking the said Report into consideration, and
having read the same, paragraph by paragraph, concurred
therewith.

Mr. Gide(m Lamb, one of the Members of Congress for
the County of Currituck, Mr. Kenneth JJlcKenzie, for Mar-
tin County, and Mr. ~Matthias Brickle, for Hertford Coun-
ty, appeared and took their seats.

Resolved, That lVIr. Abner Nash, Mr. Thomas Burke,
and Mr. Cornelius llarnett, be a Committee to form a pro-
per Commission for Privateers.

&solved, That Mr. John Ashe, Mr. Thomas Jones, Mr.
Dempsey Burgess, Mr. Cornelius Hm'nett, Mr. Abner Nash,
Mr. Samuel Jarvis, Mr. John Johnston, Mr. Thomas
Burke, Mr. John Kinchen, Mr. Jacob Blount, and Mr. Al-
len Jones, be a Commihee of Ways and Means, to form an
'eStimate of the expense for supporting the Troops to be
raised for one year.

Resolved, That Messieurs John Ashe, Allen Jones,
Jamcl! Coor, William Alston, Memucan Hunt, Matthew
Locke, John Webb, John Pjifer, John Spicer, Mr. Ryan,

. Griffith Rutherford, John Campbell, and John Bradford,
lIe a Committee for the better regulation of the Militia. .

&solved, That Mr. President, Mr. Locke, Mr. Webb, Mr.
Thomas Jones, Mr. Nash, Mr. John Ashe, and Mr. Burke,
be a Committee of Secrecy, Intelligence, and Observation.

Mr. Rutherford, Chairman from the Committee of Privi-
leges and Elections, reported as follows, viz:

Your Committee having taken into consideration the
election of those Delegates who were appointed to the
Minute command, are of opinion, that holding commissions
in that service did not incapacitate or disqualify them from
being elected to represent in Congress any Town or Coun-
ty in this Province, and that persons elected under such
circumstances, who were otherwise duly qualified, are enti-
tled, and should be permitted to sit and vote in Congress,
when that service is expired.

The Congress taking the said Report into consideration,
it was rejected.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
0' clock.

Wednesday, April 10, i776.

The Congress met according to adjournment. .
Mr. Dun{;anLemon, a Member of Congress for the Coun-

ty of .Edgecomb,and Mr. Thomas Shtrrod, a Member of
Congress for the County of Bute, appeared and took their
.seats.

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. John Johnston have
leave to absent himself a few days from the service of the
,Congress.

The Returning Officer having brought before the Congress
the person of John Henderson; at the instance of William
Alston,

Resolved, That Messieurs Thomas Person, JJlemucan
Hunt, /lowell Edmunds, Matthias Brickell, Thomas Res.-
pis, Drury Gee, and William Wllliams, be a Committee
to take into consideration the Petition of the said Will1'am
Alston, in behalf of Solomon Alston's Orphans, and make
report thereon.

Resolved, That the sum of ten Shillings be allowed to
each Captain, Lieutenant, or Ensign, for every man which
they shall inlist and enroll as a soldier in the service (inclu-
ding those already in listed) as a full compensation for their
expenses in recruiting their men.

Resolved, That the Freeholders of North(1mp60n County
meet at the Court-House of said County, on Friday, the 22<1
of this instant, April, then and there to elect one Dele-
gate to sit and vote in Congress, in the room and stead of
Mr. Samuel Lockhart, whose seat was vacated by his having
acted as a Captain in tho Minute service.

Resolved, That the Freeholders of the County of Bertie
meet at the Court-House in said County, on Monday, the
15th of this instant, April, then and there to elect one
Delegate to sit and vote in Congress, in the room and stead
of Mr. Charles Jaycocks, whose seat was vacated by his
ha ving acted as an officer in the Minute service.

Resolved, That the Freeholders of the County of Dobbs
meet at the Court-House in said County, on Monday, thc~
15th of this instant, April, then and there to elect tlueeJ
Delegates to sit and vote in CQngress, in the room and stead
of Mr. Richard Caswell, Mr. Simon Bright, and Mr. George
.Miller, whose seats were vacated by their appointment as
officers in the Continental and Minute service; and that Mr.
Benjamin Shepherd be appointed to take the poll, and make
due return of the persons so elected.

The Congress being informed that a certain BrigantinE,
called the William, now lying in Port Beaufort, whereof
Philip TfTescott is at present master, belonging to William
Strobrook, Francis Burchitt, and Philip TVescott, of Londor.,
and it appearing by the Register of said Vessel that she is
British property:

Resolved, That Richard Cogdell, James Davis, and Joh;1
Green, cause the said Brigantine or Vessel to be immediately
seized and detained, together with her tackle, apparel, and
furniture, until further orders.

The Continental Congress having appointed Colonel Jame8
j}Ioore, of the First Regiment, and Colonel Robert Howl',
of the Second Regiment, to the command of Brigadier-
Generals,

Resolved, That Lieutenant-Colonel Francis Nash, be ap-
pointed Colonel; Major Thomas Clark, Lieutenant-Colonel;
and Captain William Davis, Major, of the First Regiment:
Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander Martin, Colonel; Major John
Patten, Lieutenant-Colonel; and Captain John White, Ma-
jor, of the Second Regiment.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nin,C)
o'clock.

Thur.day, April 11, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.
Mr. Allen Jones, Chairman, from the Committee to in-

quire into the conduct of the Insurgents, and other suspected
persons, reported, amongst other things, that on considera-
tion of the candor of Allan j}IcDonald, and his being in a
low state of health, recommend him to be admitted his pa-
role of honour, under such restrictions as has been held for6
to General McDonald.

The Congress taking the same into consideration,
.

Resolved, That Colonel Allan McDonald be admitted to
his parole on the following conditions: That he does not go
without the limits of the Town of Halifax; that he does
not, directly or indirectly, while a prisoner, correspond with
any person or persons who are, or may be, in' opposition to
American measures, or by any manner or means convey to
them intelligence of any sort; that. he take no draft, nor
procure them to be taken by anyone else, of any place or
places in which he may be while upon his parole, that shaH
now, or may hereafter give information to our enemies, which
can b!;Jinjurious to us or the Connno!!. cause qf AIT!-erica; but
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that, without equivocation, mental evasion, or secret reserva-
tion, he pay the most exact and faithful attention to the in-
tent and meaning of these conditions, according to the rules
and regulations of war; and that he every day appear, be-
tween the hours of ten and tw-elve o'clock, to the Officer of
the Guard.

Mr. Thomas Harvey, one of the Members from' Perqui-
mans County, and Mr. William Dickson, one of tbe Mem-
bers from Duplin County, appeared, subscribed the Test,
and took their seats in Congress.

On motion, Ordered, That the nomination and appoint-
ment of Mi]itary Officers to the Regiments directly to be
raised in this Province, be considered to-morrow.

Resolved, That Messrs. John CamJ/,bell, William Thomp-
son, James COOl',]}Iatthew Locke, Thoma.~ Person, John
Spicer, and Solomon Shepherd, be a Committee to take into
consideration a Letter fi'om the Committee of Carteret
County.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Friday, April 12, 1776.

The Cong~ess met according to adjournment.

The Committee to inquire into the cost of sundry Mer-
chandises deemed useful to the service of this Province, as
p?r invoice exhibited by Mr. John Wright Stanly, and to
acrree with him for the same, reported as follows, viz :

t:>
Your Committee have examined the invoices of sundry

goods imported by John Wright Stanly, the cost of which
appears to amount to the sum of three thousand one hundred
and sixty-two pieces of eight, (pieces eight Shillings and
eight Pence,) and two rials, charged at St. Eust~tia, on
which an advance of seventy-five per centum for fisk and
charges appear reasonable, as they were bought in barter;
also sundry other goods by invoice produced, amounting to
three thousand nIne hundred and thirty-four pieces of eight,
(pieces eight Shillings and eight Pence,) four riaJs, and four
stivers, bought with ready money, on which an advance of
eighty-seven and a half per centum for risk and charges, and
twenty per centum for the risk, trouble, and commission, Mr.
Stanly had in the adventure.

Your Committee are further of opinion the five hundred
pounds of Gunpowder offered by Mr. Stanly, at eight Shil-
lings per pound, is, at this time, a reasonable price; which
several sums amount in the whole to four thousand eight hun-
dred and forty-eight ,Pounds one ShiIJing one Penny and
three Farthings, Proclamation money, which your Committee
are of opinion may be a110wed and paid to Mr. Stanly for the
said goods, on account and for the use of the publick, on deli-
very of said goods at Newbern, in good order, to such person
or persons as the Congress shan appoint to receive them.

Humbly submitted to the House.

The Congress taking the same into consideration, and the
said Report being read, concurred therewith.

The Congress having agreed with Mr. John Wright
Stanly, on account of the publick, for sundry goods and
merchandises, as per invoice exhibited,

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay to
John Wright Stanly the sum of four thousand eight hundred
and forty-eight Pounds one Shilling one Penny and three
Farthings, Proclamation money, for sundry goods and mer-
chandises purchased of him on account and for the use of
this Province, he first producing a receipt from John Green
and David Barron, that a1l and every article contained in
said invoice are bonafide and actual1y delivered into their
possession, in good and merchantable order, and that the
Treasurers be a1l0wed in their accounts with the puhlick.

On motion, Resolved, that Mr. John G1"een and Mr. Da-
vid Barron, of Newbern, be requested to receive and take
into their possession, from Mr. John Wright Stanly, sundry
goods and merchandises, as per invoice exhibited, amount-
ing to four thousand eight hundred and forty-eight Pounds
one Shilling one Penny three Farthings, at the risk and on
account of the Pllblick, ti1l further orders.

Mr. Harnett, Chairman, from the Committee to take into
consideration the Petition of Joseph Wood and co-partners,
praying an order to dispose of the Effects of his Exce11ency
Josiah Martin, Esquire, &c., reported as f01l0ws, to wit:

Your Committee having inquired into the several a11ega-
tions set forth in the said Petition, do report as f01l0ws: That

the said Joseph Wood and partners, with the permission of
the Committee of .the City and Liberties of Philadelphia,
did, on the 5th day of January last past, load on board the
Sloop Joseph, William Raddon, Master, sundry goods and
merchandises, on their own account, to the value of six hun-
dred and seventy Pounds three ShilJings and seven Pence;
on the account of William Todd, one hundred and ninety
Pounds; of Joseph Wood, Jun., ten Pounds; of ff1illiam
Raddon, nine Pounds eighteen ShiHings, prime cost in Phi--
ladelphia; all which were consigned to the said Joseph Wood,
Jun., and bound to Georgia; that in his passage the said
Sloop and cargo were taken by an armed vessel called the
General Gage, George Sybels, Master, and carried into Cape-
Pear, where Josiah ]}lartin, Esq., late Govemour of this
Province, bore the chief command; and the officers under
the command of the said Josiah ltrartin did violently seize
the said Sloop and cargo, and apply them to the use of the
enemies of America, whereby the said Joseph and partners
lost one thousand five hundred Pounds, current money of
Pennsylvania, over and above the profits they might reason.
ably have made.

The House taking the same into ~onsideration, concurred
therewith.

Resolved, That the inlisting of the Continental or Pro-
vincial Regular soldiers into the service of any armed vessel
or privateer, is highly improper, and greatly injurious to the
service; and that all those who have presumed to inlist any
soldiers, knowing they belong to such service, have acted in
a manner contrary to the interest of this Colony, and have
been guilty of a breach of the Continental Rules and Regu-
lations, and are hereby ordered to return the, soldiers so in.
listed to the several corps to which they belong; and that if
the officer or officers belonging to snch armed vessels 01"
Privateers do not immediate]y restore the soldiers so il1listed
by them to the officer or officers of their respective corps,
that then, and in that case, they will be considered as un-
,vorthy of any command under this Congress, and deemed
enemies to American liberty: Provided, That nothing herein
contained sha1l be construed to extend to such soldiers as
had served six months fi'om the time of their inlistment.

The Select Committee to take into consideration the usur-
pations and violences attempted and qommitted by the King
and Parliament of Britain against America, and the further
measures to be taken for frustratihg the same, and for the bet- '
tel' defence of this Province, reported as follows, to wit:

It appears to your Committee, that, pursuant to the plan
concerted by the British Ministry for subjugating America,
the King and Parliament of Great Britain have usurped a
power over the persons and properties of the People, unJi-
mited and uncontrolled ; and, disregarding their humble ped-
tions for peace, liberty, and safety, have made divers Legis-
lative acts, denouncing war, famine, and every spec.ies 'of
calamity, against the Continent in general. The British
Fleets and Armies have been, and still are, daily employed
in destroying the People, and committing the most horrid
devastations on the country. That Govemours in different
Colonies have declared protection to slaves, who should im-
brue their hands in the blood of their masters. That the
ships belonging to America are declared prizes of war, and
many of them have been violently seized and confiscated.
In consequence of a1l which, multitudes of the People have
been destroyed, or, from easy circumstances, reduced to the
most lamentable distress.

And whereas the moderation hitherfo manifested by the'
United Colonies, and their sincerlJ desire to be reconciled to
the mother country on constitutional principles, have prQ-
cured no mitigation of tbe aforesaid wrongs and usurpations,.
and no hopes remain of obtaining redress by those means
alone which have been hitherto tried, Jour Committee are
of opinion that the House should enter into the following
Resolve, to wit:

Resolved, That the Delegates for this Colpny in the Con-
tinental Congress be empowered to conCllf with the Dele-
gates of the other Colonies in declaring Independency, and'
forming foreign al1iances, reserving to this Colony the sole
and exclusive right of fonning a Constitution and Laws for.
this Colony, and of appointing Delegates from time to time,
(under the direction of a general representation thereof,)
to meet the Delegates of the other Colonies, for such pur-
poses as shall be hereafter pointed out.
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The Congress taking the same into consideration, unani-
mously concurred therewith.

The Order of the Day being read, for taking into conside-
ration the nomination and appointment of Military Officers,

Ordered, That the same be deferred till to-morrow.

Mr. Needham Bryan, one of the Members of Johnston
County, Mr. Joseph Williams, Mr. Joseph Tflinston, and Mr.
Charles Gordon, three of the Members of Surry County,
appeared and took their seats.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow mormng, mne
o'clock.

Saturday, April 13, 1176.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

Ordered, That Colonel John Hogan, of the Regiment of
Militia for the County of Orange, have leave to resign his
command.

Resolved, That if any Commissioner or Commissioners
appointed by the King, according to Act of Parliament, to
come over from Great Britain to America, shall arrive in
this Province, under any pretext whatever, unless such Com-
missioner or Commissioners shall produce a commission to
treat with the Cpntinental Congress, that the person or per-
sons of such Commissioner or Commissioners shall be re-
quired to return immediately on board the vessel in which
he or they arrive; and in case of refusal, or if such Com-
missioner or Commissioners shall at any time after be found
on shore within this Province, the person or persons of such
Commissioners be seized, and immediately sent to the said
Congress.
.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Congressbe given to
Colonel Richard Caswell, and the brave Officers and Soldiers
under his command, for the very essential service by them
rendered this country at the battle of ~Ioore's Creek.

On motion, Resolved, The Congress resolve itself into a
Committee of the Whole, to take under consideration the
augmentation of the Troops already voted to be raised by
this Province.

.

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole accordingly, and chose John Campbell, Esq., Chair-
man; and after some time spent therein, came to a Resolu-
tion thereon. Then, On motion, Mr. President resumed the
.chair, and Mr. Chairman reported a.s follows, to wit:

Resolved, That the Troops voted by the Congress, as
necessary to the defence of this Province, shall be divided

. into six Battalions, (including the two Battalions voted by the
last Congress,) each Battalion to be commanded by one
Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, and one Major; and to
consist of eight Companies, each Company to consist of one
Captain, two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, four
Corporals, two Drummers, one Fifer, and seventy-six rank
and file; also one Quartermaster, one Commissary of Stores,
one Surgeon, one Adjutant, one Quartermaster-Sergeant, one
Drum-Major, one Sergeant-Major, and one Wagonmaster,
for each Battalion.

The Congress taking the same into consideration, con-
cUl'red therewith.

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the
Petition of William Alston, referred by the Congress, re-
ported as follows, to wit:

Your Committee having inquired into the several allega-
tions set forth in the said Petition, together with the defence
of the defendant, and every pregnant circumstance relative
thereto, do report as follows: They find that about August,
1775, the said William Alston, in behalf of the orphans of
Solomon Alston, deceased, in the said. Petition mentioned,
obtained, under the signature of Josiah ~Martin, Esq., Go-
vernour, &c., of North- Carolina, a writ of lVe Exeat Regno,
against John Henderson (who intermarried with Sarah, wi-
dow of the said Solomon) for mal-practices in his adminis-
tration of the said deceased's estate, which said writ of Ne
F..xeat Regno your Committee find to be unduly and inef-
fectually executed; and further, they find that the sum of
one thousand six hundred and twenty Pounds, Proclamation
money, bequeathed to two of the orphans, to wit: Lemuel
and -llenry, in the said Petition mentioned, hath been im-
properly aJ\plied by the said Henderson, or at least not
according to the express devise of the said Solomon. Your
Committee therefore are of opinion (exploding altogether

th~ proceedings on the writ of Ne. Exeat R~gno) th~t the. SaId Henderson be held to sufficIent securIty fur hIs not
removing any part of the said deceased's estate out of the
Province, or in default thereof, that the whole of said estaW
be put and placed in the hands and possession of the other
two executors of the said Solomon, to wit: Joseph John
Williams and William Alston, for the use and emolument of
the orphans, to wit: Charity, Lemuel, and Jlenry. Your
Committee further conceive that the intention of the testa-
tor, respecting the tuition of his children, is in some measure
defeated by the intermarriage of his widow with the said
Henderson; we therefore submit to the consideration of tht}
House, whether it may not be expedient to place the said
orphans under the care of some other person, so that their
education and bringing up may be suitable totheir rank and
fortune.

The House taking the same into consideration, concurred
therewith. \

The Returning Officer having certified that Mr. Eaton
Haynes was duly elected one of tbe Delegates for th,)
County of Northampton, in the room and stead of Mr.
Samuel Lockhart, whose seat was vacated by his havin;~
a command in the Minute service, appeared and took his
seat.

Mr. Ambrose Ramsay, of Chatham, one of the Delegates,
Mr. Samuel Spencer, fi)r Anson County, and Mr. John
Childs, for the same County, appeared, subscribed tlw
Test, and took their seats in Congress.

On motion, Ordered, That Alexander ~lcDonald (son
of Allan McDonald) be permitted to his parole, under tlw
same restrictions as those already enlarged.

On motion, Ordered, That Mr. John H~untbe appointed
an Assistant Clerk to this Congress.

.

Resolved, That Mr. President, Mr. Nash, Mr. Harneti,
Mr. Thomas. Jones, Mr. Green Hill, Mr. Burke, Mr. Alum
Jones, Mr. Locke, Mr. Blount, Mr. Rand, Mr. John John-
ston, :Mr. Ashe, Mr. Kinchen, Mr. Spence,",Mr. Haywood,
Mr. Richardson, Mr. Bradford, Mr. Ramsay, and Mr.
Thomas Person, be a Committee to prepare a temporary
Civil Constitution.

Mr. Abraham Sliepherd, one of the Delegates for DoMs
County, appeared and took his seat.

The Order of the Day being read, for taking into considerr.-
tion the nomination and appointment of Military Officers:

Ordered, That the same be deferred till Monday next.
The Congress adjourned till .Monday morning, nine

o'clock.

Monday, April 15, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.
Resolved, That the Minute-men and Militia Battalions

and Troops under the command of Colonel Ca~well remain
in their present station until Saturday next, and afterwards
have leave to march, under their respective Officers, into
their several Counties, and then have leave to disband; the
Congress relying on the gallantry and publick spirit of tho~e
brave Officers and Soldiers, so far as to rest satisfied that they
will not avail themselves of this permission, if there be any
immediate danger of an attack on that part of tbe Colony
where they are now stationed.

Pursuant to a Resolve of the 11th instant, Mr. President
presented the thanks of the Congress to Colonel Richmd
Caswell, and the brave Officers and Soldiers under his com-
mand, for the very essential service by them rendered this
Colony at the late battle of Moore's Creek.

The Committee to whom was referred the consideration
of a Letter from the Committee of Beaufort, in Carteret
County, are of opinion that the situation of that Town, aed
the Inlets adjacent, arc such, that it appears absolutely
necessary that a considerable military force should be sta-
tioned at or near the said town, to prevent oUr enemies
from landing there, supplying themselves with provisions,
and committing hostilities and depredations in that part of
the Province; and that until further provision is made [,1r
the defence of that CQunty, the Company of fifty men, now
raised by the Committee of said County, be continued f.~)r
that purpose, so long as the said Committee shall judge it
necessary.
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The Committee are also of opinion that the turpentine
now lying at Beaufort, belonging to William Gibbs, should
be landed at his expense, and for his use, at some secure
place where it may not fall into the hands of the enemy.

All which is submitted to Congress.
Ordered, That the said Report lie for consideration.
l\Tr.Lawrence Baker, one of the Delegates for Hertford

County, appeared, subscribed the Test, and took his seat in
Congress. .

William Hooper and lohn Penn, Esquires, Delegates of
the Continental Congress and Members of this House, ap-
peared, subscribed the Test, and took their seats.

Resolved, That Mr. Hooper, Mr. Penn, Mr. lIarnett,
Mr. Ashe, Mr. Thomas Jones, Mr. Burke, and Mr. Spen-
cer, be a Committee to take into consideration the most
practicable and expeditious method of supplying the Pro-
vince with Arms, Ammunition, .Warlike Stores, and Sul-
phur; and also the expediency of erecting 1Vorks for the
making of Saltpetre, Gunpowder, and purifying Sulphur.

On motion, Ordered, That the House take into considera-
tion the state of the Sea-Coast, to-moiTOWmorning.

Ordered, That MI'. IIooper and Mr. Penn be added to
the Committee to prepare a temporary Civil Constitution.

The Congress taking into consideration the appointment
of the Field-Officers to the Battalions directed to be raised:

Resolved, That Jethro Sumner, Esq., be appointed Co-
lonel, William Alston, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, and Samuel
Lockhart, Esq., Major, of the Third Regiment; Thomas
Polk, Esq., Colonel, James Thackston, Esq., Lieutenant-
Colonel, and William Davidson, Esq., Major, of the Fourth
Regiment; Edward Buncombe, Esq., Colonel, lIenry Irwin,
Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, and Levi Dawson, Esq., Major,
of the Fifth Regiment; Alexander Lillington, Esq., Colonel,
William Taylor, Lieutenant-Co]one], and Gideon Lamb, Ma-

jor, of the Sixth Regiment; and Robert TVashington, Ad-
jutant of the Third Hegiment; William Williams, Adjutant
of the Fourth Regiment; Henry Darnell, Adjutant of the
Fifth Regiment; and Bennet Crafton, Adjutant of the Sixth
Regiment.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
.0'clock.

Tuesday, April 16, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

The several Districts, by directions of the Congress, having
nominated sundry persons as Officers to the Battalions direct-
ed to be raised in this Province; the House taking the same
into consideration:

Resolved, That the following persons be, and they are
hereby, appointed accordingly, to wit:

HALIFAX. Thomas Grant, Ensign.
William Brinkly, Captain, William Ward, Captain,
Isaac Privat, 1st Lieutenant, John Whitley, 1st Lieutenant,
Christopher Lacky, 2d Lieutenant, Willis PoVe, 2d Lieutenant,
William Etheridge, Ensign. John Hopson, Ensign.
Pinkethman Eaton, Captain, EDENTON.
James Brlldly, 1st Lieutenant, Peter Simon, Captain,
Robert Washington, 2d Lieutenant, Andrew Duke, 1st J,ieutenant,
Joseph Montford, Ensign. Nehemiah Long, 2d Lieutenant,
John Gray, Captain, Benjamin llaiJey, Ensign.
Joseph Clinch, 1st Lieutenant, John Pugh Williams, Captain,
Matthew Wood, 2d J,ieutenant, Thos. Whitmell Pugh, 1st Ueut.,
Etheldred Dance, Ensign. JoseVh Clayton, 2d Lieutenant,
William Barrat, Captain, Elisha Rhodes, Ensign.
Nicholas Edmunds, ist Lieutenant, Jerom Madaine, Captain,
Gee Bradly, 2d Lieutenant, Jacob Pollock, i st Lkutenant,
William Linton, Ensign. Blount Whitmell, 2d Lieutenant,
Jacob Turner, Captain, William Knot, Ensign.
Daniel Jones, 1st Lieutenant, Thomas Granbery, Captain,
Alsop High, 2d Lieutenant, Kedar Ballard, 1st Lieutenant,
Benjamin Morgan, Ensign. John Granbery, 2d Lieutenant,

HILLSIIOROUGH. Zephaniah Burges, Ensign.
Philip Taylor, Captain, Roger Moore, Captain,
John Kennon, 1st Lieutenant, William Goodman, 1st Lieutenant,
Dempsey Moore, 2d Lieutenant, Benajah Turner, 2d Lieutenant,
Solomon \Valker, Ensign. Abel Mosslander, Ensign.
Archibald Lyttle, Captain, WILMINGTON.
Thomas Donoho, ist Lieutenant, John Ashe, Jun., Captain,
Samuel Thompson, 2d Lieutenant, Charles Hollingsworth, ist Lieut.,
William Lyttle, Ensign. Mark McLamy, 2<1Lieutenant,
James Emmett, Captain, David Jones, Ensign.
William Clemcnts, 1st Lieutenant, John James, Captain,
John Madaris, 2d Lieutenant, Daniel WilIiams, 1st Lieutenant,
John Morpis, Ensign. John McCan, 2d Lkutenant,
Jesse :Saunders, Captain, Edward Outlaw. Ensign.
William Glover, 1st Lieutenant, Griffith John McRee, Captain,
Pleasant Henderson, 2d Lieutel1ant, Francis Child, 1st Lieutenant,

Christopher Gooding, 211Lieut., Thomas Blount, Ensign.
Richard Hingletary, Ensign. Benjamin Stedman, Captain,
George Mitchell, Captain, Rohert Turner, 1st (.ieutenant,
Amos Love, 1st Lieutenant, John Ehorn, 2d Lieutenant,
Benjamin Pike, 2d J,ieutenant, Charles Stewart, En,ign.
Reuhen Grant, Ensign. SALISBURY.
Arthur Council, Captain, Rohert Smith, Captain,
Thomas White, 1st Lieutenant, William Brownfield, 1st Lieut.,
Thomas Armstrong, 2d Lieutenant, William Caldwell, 201Lieutenant,
Denny Porterfield, Ensign. Thomas McClure, Ensign.

N >:WBERN. William Temple Cole, Captain,
Simon Alderson, Captain, James Carr, 1st Lieutenant,
iVilliam Gro,'es, 1st Lieutenant, David Craig, 2d Lieutenant,.
John Cust.is, 2d Lieutenant, Joseph Patten, :Ensign.
James McKinnie, Ensign. Thomas Harris, Captain,
John Enloe, Captain, Thomas Picket, 1st Lieutenant,
George Suggs, 1st Lieutenant, .Tames Farr, 2d Lieutenant,
Henry Cannon, 2d Lieutenant, James Coots, Ensign.
Shadrach \Vooten, Ensign. Joseph Phillips, Captain,
William (faswell, Captain, James Shepherd, 1st Lieutenant,
Henry Darnell, 1st Lieutenant, Micajah Lewis, 2d Lieutenant,
John Sit greaves, 2d Lieutenant, WiJliam Meridith, Ensign.
John Bush, Ensign. John Neilson, Captain,
Reading Blount, Captain, William Dent, Jun., 1st Lieutenant,
Benjamin Coleman, 1st I,ieutenant, James Starrat. 2d Lieutenant,
John AJlen, 2d Lieutenant, Alexander Nelson, Ensign.

BY THE HOUSE.
John Baptista Ashe, Captain, James Cook, Captain,
George Daugherty, 1st Lieutenant, Adam Hampton, 1st J.ieutenant,
Andrew Armstrong, 2d Lieutenant, John Walker, Jun., 2d Litutenant,
Joshua Hadly, Ensign. Adam McFaddon, Ensign.

The Congress taking into consideration the appointment
of Officers to the Companies of Light-Horse to be raised
in this Province:

Resolved, That the following persons be appointed ac-
cordingl y, viz: .John Dickerson, Captain, Samuel Ashe,
Jun., Lieutenant, and Abraham Childers, Cornet, of the
First Company; Martin P.lifer, Captain, James Sllmner,
Lieutenant, and Valentine Beard, Cornet, of the Second
Company; James Jones, Captain, Cosimo Madacy, Lieu-
tenant, and James Armstrong, Cornet, of the Third Com-
pany.

Resolved, That Mr. Sumner, Mr. Thomas Person, Mr.
Rutherford, Mr. Ashe, and Mr. Nash, be a Committee to
regiment the different Companies to be raised.

Resolved, That the Committee of Secrecy, Intelligence,
and Observation, already appointed by this Congress, shall
have full power to send for, and enforce the attendance
before them of all suspected persons, and to compel the
attendance of witnesses, and to procure all such papers as
may give information with respect to such offenders; and
that such Committee report nothing to this House, or to
any person, which may tend to defeat the purposes of this
appointment.

Mr. 'Villiam Cumming, one of the Delegates for Pasquo-
tank County, and Mr. William Murfree, one of the Dele-
gates for Hertford County, appeared and took their seats.

Ordered, That Mr. William Cllmming and Mr. John
Johnston be added to the Committee to take under con-
sideration the Petition of T'Villiam Alston; and that the said
Petition be recommitted for their consideration.

Mr. President laid before the House a copy of a Letter
received from the. Committee of Onslow County, fi'om John
Cruden Sf Co., of Wilmington, to Patrick McLeod, of Lon-
don, signifying sundry things therein unfriendly to the Ame-
rican ri<rhts:

The!~fore Resolved, That the said John Cruden be im-
mediately sent for, taken into custody, and brought before
this House, to answer for his conduct; and that the Com-
mittee of Onslow County be desired to send to the Con-
gress the original Papers respr;cting the said John Cruden
Sf Co. and William Gibbs; amI that Captain John Daly
be appointed to execute this Resolve, and make due return
thereon.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Wednesday, April 17, 1776:

The CongTessmet according to adjournment.
Resolved, That no Recruiting Officer shall be al10wed to

inlist into the service any Servant whatsoever, except Ap-
prentices bound under the laws of this Colony; nor any
such Apprentices, unless the consent of his Master be first
had in writing; neither any man unless he be five feet four
inches high, healthy, strong-made, and well-limbed, not
deaf, or subject to fits, or ulcers on their legs.
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The Committee for regimenting the different Companies,
laid before the House the following arrangement, which was
agreed to, viz:

Third Regiment: Jethro Sumner, Colonel; William Al-
ston, Lieutenant-Colonel; Samuel Lockhart, Major.

Captains: 1, William BrinkZll; :2, Pinkithman Eaton;
3, John Gray; 4, William Barrot; 5, Jacob Turner,
6, George Granbury; 7, James Cook; 8, James Emmet.

Fourth Regiment: Thomas Polk, C\'Jloncl; James Thack-
ston, Lieutenant-Colonel; William Davidson, Major.

Captains: 1, Roger JtIoore; :2, John Ashe; 3, Jerom
Maclaine; 4, Robert Smith; 5, William Temple Cole;
6, Th,omas Harris; 7, Joseph Phillips; 8, John Nelson.

Fifth Regiment: Edward Buncombe, Colonel; Henry
Irwin, Lieutenant-Colonel; Levi Dawson, M,~or.

Captains: 1, Reading Blount; :2, John Enloe; 3, Wil-
Nam Caswell; 4, Simon Alderson; 5, Benjamin Stedman;
6, Peter Simons; 7, John Pugh TfTillimns; 8, William
Ward.

Sixth Regiment: Alexander Lillington, Colonel; Wil-
liam Taylor, Lieutenant-Colonel; Gideon Lamb, :Major.

Captains: 1, John James; :2, GrijJ}th John ~McRee; 3,
George Mitchell; 4, Arthur Councd; 5, Philip Taylor;
6, Archibald Lyttle; 7, Jesse Saunders; 8, John Baptista
Ashe.

The Captains to take rank from the time their respective
Companies shall be completed, to be certified under the
band of one or Illore Magistrates of the County where the
men may be raised; and in case two or more Companies be
completed in one day, or any dispute arise about rank, that
it be determined by a Court-Martial.

Ordered, That Mr. lflilliam Cumming, Mr. Allen Jones,
and Mr. Ashe, be a Committee to draw up Rules of Deco-
rum to be observed in Congress.

Ordered, That John Martin, Donald Shaw, Soril JtIc-
Donald, Nivin Colbreath, Robert Mylne, Richardson Fa-
gon, John Martin, Alexander Spiers, and George ]}Ieeks,
be discharged from their further attendance.

Ordered, That Edward Winslow be discharged, he first
entering into bond, with security, in the sum of fiftyPounds,
for his personal attendance at any fUture time before this
Congress.

That .TamesBarns, have liberty to retire fi'om this Con-
gress, and that Colonel Nicholas Long deliver to him his
Wagon and Horses, and such other property as has been
detained.

Resolved, That Doctor Robert lIall be appointed Chi-
rurgeon to the Third Regiment, Doctor Hugh Boyd Chi-
rurgeon to the Fourth Regiment, Doctor Samuel Cooly
Chirurgeon to the Fifth Regiment, and Doctor l-Filliam
ftfcClure Chirurgeon to the Sixth Regiment.

Resolved, That JamesHogan, Esq., be appointedPay-
master of the Third Regiment, to be raised in this Province,
also, Paymaster to the three Companies of Light-Horse;
'Samuel Ashe, Esquire, Paymaster to the First Regiment;
Jacob Blount, Esquire, Paymaster to the Second Regiment;
Hezekiah Alexander, Paymaster to the Fourth Regiment;
Thomas Bcnbury, Paymaster to the Fifth Regiment; Na-
thaniel Rochester, Paymaster to the Sixth Regiment.

Resolved, That Mr. Whitmcll J1in, Mr. Thomas Person,
Mr; John Ashe, Mr. Coor, Mr. Harnett, Mr. Locke, Mr.
Cooper, Mr. Lamen, and Mr. John Johnston, be a Com-
mittee to settle the Rations and the price to be allowed the
Commissaries for victualling the Army.

Resolved, That Nicholas Long, Esq., be recommended
to the General Congress for Quartermaster-General to the
Southern Department, to rank as Colonel; and that he act
as Quartermaster in this Province until the sense of the Con-
gress shall be had thereon.

Resolved, That Samuel Swan, Esq.,be recommendedto
the General Congress for Deputy Adjutant-Geneml in this
Province, and that he act as such until the sense of the
Congress shall be had thereon.

Resolved, That Mr. Locke, Mr. Sanders, Mr. Thomas
Person, Mr. Rutherford, Mr. H7titmcll Hill, Mr. Burke,
Mr. Nisbet, Mr. Spencer, Mr. Abraham Shepherd, and Mr.
Thomas J1arvey, be a Committee to settl~ and allow the
pay of the Light-Horse heretofore in the service, and also

the pay of those Light-Horse directed to be raised by this
Congress. ,

The Order of the Day being read,
Resolved, That Mr. Hooper, Mr. Penn, Mr. lIarnett,

Mr. Thompson, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Benbury, Mr. Abbot,
Mr. JQ7'vis,Mr. Nash, Mr. Cooper, Mr. JtIiles Harvey, Mr.
Thomas Jones, Mr. John Ashe, Mr. Spicer, and Mr. John
Jordan, be a Committee to take into consideration the de-
fence and state of the Sea-Coast, and make report thereon.

Resolved, That Mr. ,~pencer,Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Joseph
Williams, Mr. Thomas Person, and Mr. John Johnston, he
a Standing Committee to take into consideration such Peti-
tions as may be exhibited by persons who shall appear
objects of charity,

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Thursday April 18, 1716.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

Resolved, That it be .an instruction fi'om this House to
the Committee of Claims, to allow all reasonable charges
and expenses to the Officers, Soldiers, and other person"
who served in the Militia lately in service, although there
be no provision made for such claims in the act or acts of
Assembly, or resolves of Congress, heretofore made; and
that where it shall appear to them that any individual has
bona fide advanced his money for the publick service, they
shall allow the same.
,

Resolved, That every Member of this Congress consjder
himself, under the tics of virtue, honour, and love of his coun-
try, not to divulge, directly or indirectly, any matter or thin (T

agitated or debated in Congress, during the time of debat'~
or before the same shall be determined, or after the determi-
nation thereof, which the President, at the request of tlte
mover thereof, openly shall direct to be kept secret, with-
out leave of the Congress, or a majority thereof; and that
every person ""ho shall violate this agreement shall be ex-
pelled the Congress, and considered as an enemy to America;
and that every Member signify his consent thereto bysigu-
ing his name.

SamuelJohnston, MilesHaney, James Sanders,
Thos. Respis,Jun., W. Skinner, SimonBright,
John Cowper, Thomas Boyd, J. Kinchen,
John Campbell, William Robson, Thomas Wiggins,
William Alston, GriffithRutherford, Ransom Southerland,
Phil. Hawkins, Jr., Matthew Locke, Henry Abbot,
Jacob Blount, John Hinton, DemseyBurgcs,
John Bryan, J. Rand, William Dent,
William Thompson, CorneliusHarnett, RalphGorr~ll,
SolomonShepherd, Whitmell Hill, A. Nash,
William Person, Howell Edmunds, Elisha Cain,
Samuel Jarvis, David Nisbit, Ting. Jones,
James Ryan, James Coor, K. McKenzie,
SolomOlIPerkins, John Weob, A. Ramsey,
James 'Vhite, Day Ridley, Joseph Williams,
Thomas BenbUTY, DavidSumner, Dun. Lamon,
Thomas Jones, C. W. Jacocks, Thomas Harvey,
John Thompson, Jeph. Atherton, WilliamDickson,
WilliamHaywood, James Bonner, Needham Bryan,
ElislIa Battle, Nathan Boddie, Joseph Winston,
Memucan Hunt, Hotheas Latham, Charles Gotdon,
John Taylor, Jun., Benjamin Parmele, Eaton Haynes,
Joseph Hancock, Jeduthun Harper, SamuellSpeneer,
John Jordan, GeorgeMiller, John Childs,
Robert Sumner,

.

Richard Caswell, Abra. Sheppard, Juo...
Jos. John Williams, S. Ashe, I,aw. Baker, ~
Willis Alston, Joseph Jones, William Hoopt)r,
John Bradford, Samuel Smith, John Penn,
James Hogan, A. Corrie, WilJiam Cumming,
Nath. Richardson, John Johnston, William Murfree,
James Council, Benajah Doty, Gideon Lamb,
Arthur Council, John Hollinsworth, Ja,mes Green, Jun.,
John Pfifer, John Spicer, J:Glasgow, Sec'retm'y,
J. McNitt Alexander, William Brown, John Hunt, .!J88istant,
Robert Irwin, Nathaniel Rochester, Th. Person, .!J8sistant,
William Williams, David Smith, Green Hm,
John Ashe, David Love, 'fhomas Sherrod,
John Devane, Thomas Burke, John Simpson,
Allen Jones, Charles Eaton, TrOmGray
Drury Gee, Alexander McAlester, Thomas Hunter.
John King, William Johnston,

On motion, Ordered, That lIenry Giffard's Letter to
Colonel James ]'rloore be referred to the Committee to take
into consideration the most practicable and most expeditious
method for supplying the Province with Arms, Ammuni-
tion, Warlike Stores, &c.

Resolved, That Mr. Allen Jones, Mr. Nash, Mr. Jolin
Ashe, Mr. Miles Harvey, and Mr. William Thompson, be a
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Committee to draw up Instructions and Orders for the Re-
cruiting Officers.

Ordered, That John SlinO'sby, James Wade, Dougal
Campbell, Hector ft'IcNeill, Daniel Treadway, Malcolm,
McNeill. James Cooper, John Cox, James Collins, and
Daniel Mllse, have leave to retire from their furtber attend-
ance on this Congress, and that certificates be issued for their
passing unmolested.

On motion, Resolved, That a Resolve of yesterday, for
appointing James Hogan Paymaster to the Third Regiment,
Samuel Ashe, Paymaster to the First Regiment, Jacob
Blount Paymaster to the Second Regiment, Hezekiah
Akxander Paymaster to the Fourth Regiment, Thomas
Benbury Paymaster to the Fifth Regiment, and Nathaniel
Rochester Paymaster to the Sixth Regiment, be rescinded.

Resolved, That Jacob Blount, Esq., be appointed Pay-
master to the Troops in this Province, and that he be al-
Jowed fifty dollars per month, (the pay of a Deputy Pay-
master,) and that he enter into bond, with sufficient security,
in the sum of one hundred thousand Pounds, for his faithful
discharge of that office.

Resolved, That Robert Bignal be allowed the sum of
fifty-four Pounds eight Shillings and eight Pence, Procla-
mation money, for one hundred weight of Gunpowder, and
four hundred and thirty-three weight of Shot; that the'Trea-
surers, or either of them, pay him the same, on his produ-
cing a receipt from Colonel Henry Irwin that the same is
bonafide delivered.

The Congress a(ljourned tiII to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Friday, April 19, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.
Resolved, That Thomas Wade and David Love, for

Anson; Henry Bonner and Joseph Blount, for Beaufort;
Thomas Robinson and Thomas Brown, COl'Bladen; Zede-
k1'ah Stone and Jonathan Jacocks, for Bertie; Richard
(tllinee, Jun., and Parker Quince, for Brunswick; JulillS
Nichok and Adkin Macklemore, for Bute; Christopher
Neale and William Blount, for Craven; John Eason and
Brice Williams, for Carteret; Samuel Jarvis and Solomon
Perkins, for Currituck; Luke Sumner and John Baptist
Beasley, for Chowan ; Ebenezer ,.fulsome and John Blocker,
for Cumberland; Mial Scttrlock and Solomon ,Morgan, for
Chatham; James Kena.n and Richard Clinton, for Duplin;
Benjamin Sheppard and Joseph Green, for Dobbs; Henry
Jlorn and Jonas Johnston, for Edgecomb; Memucan Hunt
and Thomas Banks, for Granville; Charles Bruce and
Dan'iel Gala,ypee,for Guilford; Edward Hancock and Wil-
liam Russel, for Hyde; George Little and William Baker,
for Hertford; Egbert Haywood and David Crawky, for
Halifax; Needham Bryan and John Smith, for Johnston;
David Rees and Thomas llarris, forMecklenburgh; Francis
Ward and Blake Baker Wiggins, for Martin; John De-
vane and Captain John Foster, for New-Hanover; T1'illiam
Eaton and llezekiah HOllgh, for Northampton; T'Villiam
Kin!( and Thomas Johnston, for Onslow; John Butler and
Joh~ Atkinson, for Orange; Benjamin lIarvey, Jun., and
Edmund Blount, for Perquimans ; Isaac Greg01'Yand Oth-
niel Lassell, for Pasquotank ; James Gorham and Benjamin
~lay, for Pitt; Francis Locke and James Brandon, for
Rowan; Robert Lanier and Je,yse TValton, for Surry;
Stevens Lee and lIezekiah Spruill, for Tyrrell; William
Grimes and Robert Alevander, for Tryon; and Thomas
Hine.s and Theophilus Hunter, for Wake County, be ap-
pointed to receive, procure, and purchase Fire-Arms for the
use of the Troops; and that they observe the following Re-
gulations : .

1. That they receive into their possession all such Arms
as have been taken from the Tories, and keep them safeJy
tin they shall be demanded by persons hereafter to be ap-
pointed by this Congress for that purpose; and that they
have power to give discharges upon such receipts to all per-
sOnSentitled to them.

2. That they purchase all Fire-Arms which are good
and sufficient, and fit for immediate use; and also such as
may be repaired, and put in such order as to be made use-
fuJ. Provided, that no guns fit for immediate use may be
purchased from any Militiaman, whereby he may be able
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to plead such circnmstance in excuse for not attending his
duty as a Militiaman when called upon.

3. That such Arms as they shall purchase which are out
of repair, they shall immediately put into the hands of work-
men to make fit for use, and by every means in their power
to expedite the same.

4. That the Arms so taken, when repaired, shall be va-
lued by indifferent persons; and, after deducting the expense'
of the repairs, the surplus shall be paid to those from whom:
snch were purchased; and as to those which arc fit for im-
mediate use, the value thereof, upon appraisement made by
indifferent persons, shall be paid to the proprietors.

Resolved, That as there are a number of persons caned
Quakers, Jt1orat'ians, and Dunlwrds, who conscieutiously
scruple bearing arms, and as such have no occasion for Fire-
Arms, that they be informed that it is the sense and confi-

'dent expectation of this Congress, that they will dispose of
their Fire-Anns to the said Commissioners, they receiving
the full value thereof; but that no compulsion be exercised
to induce them to this duty.

Resolved, That the sum of three hundred Pounds be
advanced to the draft of the said Commissioners, for each
County, they giving bond and security for the due applica-
tion of the same, and that such bond be to the President of
this Congress; and that the Delegates of each County shall
take care that such bond is given, and shall exert themselves
to aid and assist the said Commissioners to carry these Re-
solves into execution.

.~

Resolved, also, That the said Commissioners shall receive
from those who now hold them in possession, all Swords,
Dirks, Pistols, and all other implements of war, which hal"e
been taken from the Tories; and that they purchase as many
Bayonets as can be procured which are already made.

Resolved, also, That if ArmQurers cannot be found in
each County, sufi1cient for repairing such Arms, that they be
sent into such publick Armory as shall be established here-
after by this Congress.
. Resolved, That the said Cor~missioners shall be allowed
a genteel and generous compensation for their service, in
proportion to the fidelity and despatch with which they shaH
execute this trust.

Resolved, That the Colonels of the Continental Troops
shall receive from the said Commissioners such Anns as
they may collect, as soon as they are fitted for use, and shaH
deliver them out to the Recruits; and as soon as their re-
spective Regiments are armed, the surplus in their hands to
be delivered over to the Commissary of Stores, hereafter to
be appointed.

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the
defenceless state of the Sea-Coast of this Province, do re-
port, and humbly submit to the consideration of the Con-
gress, the following as their opinion, viz: That the sea-coast
from the Virginia line to Occacock-Inlet, as also the coast
from Occacock to B0s-ue-Inlet, and from that Inlet to the
SQuth- Carolina line, IS totally defenceless, and all the sea-
banks covered with cattle, sheep, and hogs, and the few
inhabitants living on the banks are chiefly persons whose
estates consist in live stock, and exposed to the ravages of
the small armed vessels and tenders; and that if the armed
vessels and tenders are prevented from getting supp'lies of
fioesh provisions fi'om the sea-coast, it will be impossIble for
the war to be of long continuance in this Province, as the
seamen and soldiers will be afflicted with the scurvy and
other diseases, arising from the constant use of salt pt'Ovi-
sions, and therefore be under the necessity of (luitting the
coast, and by that means save to the back inhabitants of
this Province the very great trouble and hravy expense of
frequently coming down to the assistance of their brethren
on the sea-board.

Your Committee further submit to the consideration of
the Congress the necessity there is of raising another Regi-
ment, and stationing six Companies out of the same, on the
sea-coast for its defence, in the following manner, viz: two
Companies from the Virginia line to Occacock-Inlet, two
Companies between Occacock-Inlet and Bogue-Inlet, and
two Companies between Bogue-Inlet and the South- Caro-
lina line; and that it be recommended to the Continental
Congress to take the said Regiment into Continental pay,
first Illlly assuring the Congress of the necessity of such a
measure.
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Ordered, That the said Report lie for consideration till
to-morrow.

Ordered, That Mr. Hooper and Mr. Penn be added to
,the Committee of Secrecy, ~War,and Intelligence.

Mr. Spice?',Mr. Hun-t, and Mr. Tignal Jones, have leave
'to absent themselves for a few days.

Ordered, That Mr. Rochester, Mr. Dickson, Mr. Law-
,'ence Baker, lV~r.William Tflilliams, Mr. Thomas Harvey,
and Mr. BenaJah Doty, be added to the Committee of
Claims and Military Accounts.

Ordered, That Mr. Thomas Person, Mr. Kinchen, Mr.
Thomas Jones, Mr. PVhitmell Hill, Mr. Locke, Mr. Cum-
ming, M~. William Williarn,S,and Mr. Thomas Benbury, be
a Comrmttee to prepare a number of Resolves to expedite
the business for emitting Money.

.

The Recruiting Officer having certified that Mr. Charles
W. J,acocks was duly elected a Delegate for the County of
Bertl~, pursuant to a. Resolve issued fi'om this Congress the
10th Illstant, the saId Mr. Jacocks appeared and took his
seat.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Saturday, April 20, 1776.

The Congress met according. to adjournment.

The Committee to draw up Instructions and Orders for
the Recruiting Officers, reported as follows:

1. They are to inlist none but able-bodied men fit for
service, capable of marching well, and such whose ~ttach-
ment to American liberties they have no cause to suspect.
Young, hearty, robust men, whose birth, family connexions,
and property, bind them to the interest of their country and
well practised in the use of fire-arms, are much to b: pre-
ferred.

2. They are as much as possible to have reffaru to moral
character, particularly sobriety.

0

3. They are not to inlist any imported servant nor with-
out the leave of his master, any apprentice. '

,

4. They are to be careful in inlistinff such men for Ser-o
geants and Corporals, whose ability, activity and dilierence
mal~e them fit for that appointment; they are also to appoint
a Fifer and Drummer.

5: They are to exert themselves to complete their com-
pames, and punctually to report to their Colonels.

6. ,!,hat t~e soldie:s be all?~ed 0r:e shilling pel' day each
for theIr subsIstence tIll they Jom theIr Regiment.

7. They are to take notice that the Colonel of their Bat-
tali?n, or some Field~Officer appointed by him, are to inspect
theIr men, and to reject such as are not fit for service.

8. They are to furnish the subaltern officers of their Com-
panies with a copy of their instructions.

. 9. They. are to inlist their men according to the follow-
ing foml, VIZ:

. 1~. "I have t.his day v?luntarily inlisted myself as a sol-
dlcr in the 1merlC~n Contmental Army, and do bind myself
to conform III all mst~nces to such rules and regulations as
are, or shall be, estabhshed for tbe government of the said
Army; as witness my hand, &c."

11. That they inlist no soldier under five feet four inches
high, able-bodied men, healthy, stroner-made and well-limb-
ed, not deaf, or subject to fits, or ~ccrs o~ their leffs or

'"
,

ruptures.
12. That they pay to each soldier they shall inlist forty

Shillings bounty, and three Pounds advance' and that every
recruit take the following oath: "I - ~ do swear
that I will be faithful and true to the United Colonies . tha~
I will s~rve t~e same, to th~ utmost of my power, in defence
of the Just rIghts of Amenca, against all enemies whatso-
ever; that I will, to the utm~st of my abilities, obey the
,lawful commands of my superIor officers aareeable to the

d
. f '

b

,or lIlances 0 tbe Congress, and the artieles of war to which
I haye subscribed, and lay down myarn1s peaceably, when

.reqUlred so to do by the Continental Congress. So hel p me
God."

The House taking the same into consideration concurred
therewith. '

Th~ Committee appointe? to settle ~nd allow the pay of
;t1leLIght-Horse heretofore In the serVIce,and also the pay

of those Light-Horse directed to be raised by this Congress,
reported as folJows:

Your Committee are of opinion that each Ligh!-Horsc-
man employed in the late expedition affainst the Insur<fents
in this Province, should be allowed two shillings and six pence
for every day he served, and that for every horse (where
the publick found forage) the owner should be allowed two
shilli~gs, and two shillings and six pence where forage wa.s
s~pphed by the owner. That to every Captain in such ser-
vIce should be allowed ten shillings, Lieutenants seven shiJ-
lings and six.pence, and. to every Comet five shillings per day.
That t\\'O sbulmgs and SIXpence for every day's service should
be allowed to cvery Light-Horseman who shall hereafter
enter into the regular service, (exclusive of the horse,) and
to. every Captain the same pay as a lVIajor of Foot; to every
LIeutenant tbe same pay as a Captain of Foot; and to every
Cornet the same pay as a Lieutenant of Foot.

The House taking the same into consideration concurred
therewith. '

Ordered, That lVIr. Abraham Sheppard, Mr. William
Johnston, Mr. Samuel Spencer, and lVIr. Thomas lfTigg1~ns,
have leave of absence.

The Order of the Day being read, for taking into consi-
deration the defenceless state of the Sea-Coast,

Ordered, That the same be deferred till :Monday next.

The Congress adjourned tiJI Monday mornin<f nine
o'clock.

~

0'

Monday, April 22, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.
Resolved, That lVIajorPeter Dauge and Mr. Dernscy

Gregory, be appointed to take immediately into their pos-
session all the Negroes belonging to the Estates of Thom,Is
ltIacknight, late of Currituck County, and a]so of James
Parker and Robert Gilrnore, and cause them to be imme-
diately brought to this place, that the said NeFroes may he
subject to the further order of this Congress.

0

On m'otion, Resolved, The Congress resolve itself into a
Committee of the Whole, to take into consideration the state
and an'angement of the Militia in this Province.

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole accordingly, and chose John Campbell, Esq., Chair-
man; and after some time speut therein, came to several
Resolutions.

Then, on motion, Mr. President resumed the Chair and
the Chairman reported as follows: , '

Resolved, That a Brigadier-General of the Militia be
appointed in each District of this Province.

[1es?'ved, That Richar~ .c.aswell. Esquire, be appointed
Bngadler-General of the MIlItia for the District of JIIewberu .
John Ashe, Esq., for the District of Wilmington; Thorna~
Person, Esquire, for the District of Hillsbor01lrrh; Griffith
Rutherford, Esq., for the District of Salisbu~y; Edwatd
Vail, Esq., for the District of Edenton; Allen Jones Esq.
for the District of Halifax. '

,

Resolved,That each of the Brigadier-Generalsshall take
rank in their respective Districts. .

Resolved, That the following persons be appointed Field-
Officers in the respective Counties, viz:
ANSONCounty: Charles ltIp-dlock, Colonel; David Lm'e

Lieutenant-Colonel; William Picket First MaJ' or' Geor"';
D

. "
b

aVldson, Second Major.
BEAUFORT:James Bonner, Colonel; Thomas Bonner, LielJ,,.

tenant-Colonel; William Brown, First Major; Henry
Bonner, Second Major.

BERTIE: Thomas Whitmell, Colonel; Thomas purrh LielJ-b ,
tenant-Colonel; James Jtloore, First Major' Artlwr
Brown, Second Major. '

BLADEN: Thomas Robeson, Colonel; ThomasB"oun
Lieutenant-Colonel; Thomas Owen First Major' Jame;
Richardson, Second Major.'

,

Bun:: Thomas Eaton, Co]onel; William Alston, Lieute-
nant-Colouel; Thomas Sherwood, First Major' Green
Hill, Second Major. '

CRAVEN: J.ohn Bryan, Colonel; Lemuel Hatch, Lieute-
nant-Colonel; John Bryan, First Major' John Tilman
Second Major. "

C ARTERE~:William Thompson, Colonel; Solomon Shep-
herd, LIeutenant-Colonel; Thomas Shadwick First Ma-
jar; Malachi Bell, Second Major. '
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CURRITUCK: llollowell -Williams, Colonel; Solomon Per-

kins, Lieutenant-Colonel; Taylor Jones, First Major;
Asael Simmonds, Second Major.

CHOWAN: Thomas Bonner, Colonel; James Blount, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel; Thomas Benbury, First Major; Jacob
Hunter, Second Major.

CUMBERLAND: Alexander ~McAlister, Colond; Ebenezer
Fulsome, Lieutenant-Colonel; David Smith, First Major;
Philip Alston, Second Major.

CHATHAM: Ambrose Ramsay, Colonel; Jeduthun Harper,
Lieutenant-Colonel; Mial Scurlock, First Major; ~Mat-
thew Jones, Second Major.

DUPLIN: James Kenan, Colonel; Thomas Routlidge, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel; James 1J100re,First Major; Robert Dick-
son, Second Major.

DOBBS: Abraham Shepherd, Colonel; ~lt1artin Caswell,
Lieutenant-Colonel; William McKinnie, First Major;
James Glasgow, Second Major.

EDGECOMB: Entm Lewis, Colonel; Simon Gray, Lieute-
nant-Colonel; Jonas Johnston, First Major; Thomas
Hunter, Second Major.

GRANVILLE: Joseph Taylor, Colonel; Charles Rust Eaton,
Lieutenant-Colonel; Samuel Smith, First Major; Thorn-
ton Yancy, Second Major.

Gurr.FORD: James ]}lartin, Colonel; John Peasly, Lieute-
nant-Colonel; Thomas Owen, First Major; Thomas
Blair, Second Major.

HYDE: Rotheas Latham, Colonel; BenJamin Parmele,
Lieutenant-Colonel; William Russell, First Major; Tho-
mas Jones, Second Major.

HERTFORD:BenJamin Wynns, Colonel; Matthias Brickell,
Lieutenant-Colonel; Lawrence Baker, First Major;
George Little, Second Major.

HALIFAX: .Willis Alston, Colonel; David Sumner, Liente-
nant-Colonel; James Hogan, First Major; Samuel "fVel-
don, Second Major.

JOHNSTON:William Bryan, Colonel; John Smith, Lieute-
nant-Colonel; Samuel Smith, Jun., First Major; John
Stephens, Second IHajor.

MECKLENBURGH:Adam Alexander, Colonel; John Pjifer,
Lieutenant-Colonel; John Davidson, First Major; George
Alexander, Second Major.

MARTIN: William Williams, Colonel; TfThitmellllill, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel; Thomas Wiggins, First Major; Kennith
McKinzie, Second Major.

NEW-HANOVER:William Pwviance, Colonel; Anthony
Ward, Lieutenant-Colonel; Henry Young, First ::\fajor;
Thomas Bloodworth, Second Major.

NORTHAMPTON:William Eaton, Colonel; Jeptha Eather-
ton, Lieutenant-Colonel; Howell Edmunds, First Major ;
Drury Gee, Second Major.

ONSLOW:William Cray, Colonel; Henry Rhodes, Lieute-
nant-Colonel; Thomas Johnston, First Major; James
Howard, Second Major.

Southern Regiment in ORANGE:John Butler, Colonel; Na-
thaniel Roche.~ter,Lieutenant-Colonel; Robert Abercrom-
bie, Jun., First Major; lIugh Tennen, Second Major.

Northern Regiment in ORANGE:James Saunders, Coionel;
l1TilliamMoore, Lieutenant-Colonel; John Paine, First
Major; Thomas Harrison, Second Major.

PERq.UIMANS:Miles Harvey, Colonel; William Skinner,
Lieutenant-Colonel; Thos. Harvey, First Major; Richard
Clayton, Second Major.

First Regiment ofPASQ.UOTANK: Thomas Boyd, Colonel;
Spencer Ripley, Lieutenant-Colonel; Othniel Lascelles,
First Major; John Casey, Second Major.

Second Regiment of P ASQ.UOTANK: Isaac Gregory, Colonel;
Dernsey Burges, Lieutenant-Colonel; Joshu<1 Campbell,
First Major; Peter Dauge, Second Major.

PITT: John Simpson, Colonel; Robert Salter, Lieutenant-
Colonel; George Evans, First Major; James Armstrong,
Second Major.

First Regiment of Row AN: Francis Locke, Colonel; Alex-
ander Dobbins, Lieutenant-Colonel; James Brandon,
First Major; James Smith, Second Major.

Second Regiment of ROWAN: Christopher Beckman, Colo-
nel ; Charles McDowell, Lieutenant-Colonel; Hugh Bre-
vard, First Major; George WeZfong, Second Major.

5URRY: Martin Armstrong, Colonel; Joseph William.';,
Lieutenant-Colonel; Joseph U'inston, First Major; Jesse
Walton, Second Major.

TYRREL:ClementCrook, Colone]; James Long, Lieute-
nant-Colonel; JlJsephSpruill, Jun., First Major; Andrew
Long, Second Major.

TRYON: U'illiam Gra]wm, Colonel; Thomas Beaty, Lien.-
tenant-Colonel; Andrew Hampton, First Major; Jacob,
Cosner, Second Major.

WAKE: John Hl:nton, Colonel; Theophilus Hunter, Lieu--
tenant-Colonel; John Hinton, J tm., First Major; Thomas-
Hines, Second Major.
Resolved, That the Militia of the County of Orange be

divided into two equal Regiments, to wit: the Northern and
Southern Regiments; the Northern to include all the effec-
tive men on the North side of a certain east and west line
heretofore run by the direction of the County Court of
Orange, and the southern to include all the effective men
on the-southern side of the said line.

The House taking the said Report into consideration,
concurred therewith.

The Committee appointed to prepare a number of Re- .
solves to expedite the business of striking Money, came to
the following Resolutions, which they humbly submit to the
consideration of the Congress, viz:

Resolved, That the sum of two hundred and fifty thou-
sand Dollars shall be struck in BiJls of Credit, ofothefoHow-
ing numbers and denominations, viz:

3,000 - 12~ dollars,
10,000 7~ do.
10,000 5 do.
20,000 2~ do.
20,000 1 do.
20,000 ~ do.
20,000 :l do.
20,000 k do.

£15,000
30,000
20,000
20,000

8,000
4,000
2,000
1,000

--
£100,000

Resolved, That the form of said Bills be as follows, viz :

''-It{orth- Carolina currency.

"- . . . . Dollars, by a~lthority of Congress, at lIalifax,
on the second day of Apnl, 1776."

Resolved, That Messrs. John Kinchen, Thomas Benbury,
Memucan Hunt, and John Johnston, or the survivors of them,
be a Committee to get proper Plates engraved, and to pro-
vide Paper and number the Bills, and to agree with an En-
graver or Engravers to stamp or print the said Bills, and to
form device~ tor the sam~; and that they be, and arc hereby'
fully authol'lzed to supermtend the press, to have the over-
sight and care of stamping or printing the Bills of Credit
so to be struck, and to deliver the same stitched to the Com-
missioners hereafter to be appointed to sign the said Bills.

.

Resolved, That the said Commissioners shall use the best
of their care and diligence that the said Bills, accordinlT to
their respective denominations, and according to tIie ma~ner
and form aforesaid, be forthwith printed or struck; and that
the number of any of the denominations thereof be not ex-
ceeded, nor any clandestine or fraudulent practice be used
by the Engraver or Engravers, his or their apprenticeS',
servants, and others, concerned in the printing or striking
thereof.

Resolved, That the Engraver or Engravers which the
Commissioners shall employ in the said work, before he or
they enter upon the same, take before some Justice of the.
Peace, in the presence of one or both of the said Commis-
sioners, the following oath, viz: ~

"-I, A B, do swear, that I will truly, faithfully, and
honestly perform the duty of engraver of the Bills of Credit
directed to be engraved by a resolve of the Congress of
North-Carolina, held at the Town of Halifax, the second
day of April, in the year of our Lord 1776; and that I will
not advisedly print, stamp, or stJike a greater number of
blank Bills of Credit than in that resolve mentioned, nor of
any other denomination than therein expressed, except such
sheets as may be so blotted, unfair, or imperfect in the print-
ing or striking thereof that the same shall be unfit for use.
So help me God."

Reso}ved, That the said Engraver or Engravers, by him-
self or themselves, his~or their servant, apprentice, or any
other person by him or them employed, print, strike, stitch
or bind the said Bills, or any of them, but in the presence of
one or more of the said Commissioners; and in every inter-
mission of the work, the said Commissioners shaH safely an~

..
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-securely lock up in some room the Press, Plates, and Stamps,
"with which the work shall be performed, and the impres-
sions which shall be then made, in which the printing,
1itamping, and striking shall be done, and the keys of such
Toom shall keep in their possession; and when aH the said
Bills shall be printed and struck, the Plates shall be deliver-
ed by the said Engraver or Engravers to the said Commis-
sioners, and by them to the Commissioners hereafter to be
appointed to sign the said Bills of Credit.

Resolved, That Colonel Tfcilliam Haywood, Mr. John
Webb, Mr. William Williams, and Mr. David Sumner, be
Commissioners for the purpose of signing the Bills of Credit;
that aH Bills of one DoHar and under be signed by at least
two of the said Commissioners, and that all the other Bills
be signed by four of the said Commissioners; and after
signing them, shall deliver the same to the Treasurers, or
one of them, taking his or their receipts for the Bills so ddi-
vered; and that they be allowed the sum of twelve Shil-
lings per thousand Bills signed by each for such services.
And that the Commissioners appointed to superintend the
striking, stitching, and binding the said BiHs, be allowed the
sum of twelve Shillings per thousand Bills so superintended
each for such services. And if any of the Commissioners
appointed. as aforesaid should die, remove out of the Pro-
vince, or refuse to act, the surviving Commissioners, or a
majority of them, shall appoint others, or another, in the
room of him or them so dying, removing, or refusing; which
Commissioner or Commissioners so appointed, shall enter
into bond, and such Commissioner shall, before his entering
into office, take the following oath, (0 wit:

"I, A B, do swear, upon the Holy Evangelists of Al-
mighty God, that I will, in consequence of the trust reposed
in me by the Provincial Congress of this Province, faithfulIy
execute the same; that I will not stamp, sign, or emit, or
knowingly suffer to be stamped, signed, 01' emitted, more
Bills than such as have been described by the said Congress;
and as soon as such Bins are emitted, that the plates used in
stamping the same shall be destroyed."

The House taking the same into consideration, concurred
therewith.

Resolved, That Lieutenant Edward Vail, as soon as may
be, march the Troops under his command to the southward,
in order to join his Regiment; and that his conduct stands
justified by this Congress in obeying the Resolution of the
Committee of Edenton, lately issued for his detention.

The Congress adjourned ti]] to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Tuesday, April 23, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjoumment.

Read the Petition of a number of people, styling them-
selves Members of Christ's Church, setting forth they were
for religious scruples bound by conscience against taking up
anns; praying to be relieved in the premises.

The House taking the same into consideration, rejected
the said Petition, nem. con.

Read the Petition of PhiHp Alston, setting forth he had
been greatly injured by the Tories, pacticularly by a certain
Captain .Muse; praying relief.

Ordered, The said Petition lie for consideration.
. Resolved, That Mr. ~AIatthew Locke, Mr. Jolw Pjifer,

and Mr. Joseph Williams, for the District of Salisoury ; Mr.
James Jones;"Mr. James Saunders, and Mr. Samuel Smith,
Jor the District of Ilillsborough; Mr. Benjaml:n "AIcCulloch
;and :1\11'.William Johnston, for the District of Halifax; be
;appointed Commissioners to purchase thirty-six Geldings and
the like number of Saddles and Bridles, with accoutrements,
in each District; dark coloured Horses, not under four, nor
above eight years old, nor under fourteen hands high, sound,
and strong-ri1ade ; and the said Commissioners do not exceed
the sum of thirty Pounds for each Horse so purchased; that
they be a]]owed for each Horse, with the accoutrements,
the sum of fifteen Shi]]ings for purchasing the same.

Resolved, That Mr. William Kennon be appointed Com-
missary to the First Regiment in this Province, Robert Salter
Commissary to the Second Regiment, John webb Commis-
sary to the Third Regiment, Ransom Southerland Commis-
sary to the Fourth Regiment, Peter "b'lallett Commissary to
the Fifth Regiment, and Thomas llart Commissary to the
'Sixth Regiment.

Resolved, That every person ,vho sha1l inlist himself as
a Trooper in the Light-Horse, shall be a1lowed three Pounds
advance.

The Committee for taking into consideration the m05t
practicable and expeditious method of supplying the Pro-
vince with Arms, Ammunition, Warlike Stores, and Sulphur,
and also the expediency of erecting Woi'ks for the making
of Saltpetre, Gunpowder, and purifying Sulphur, laid the
same before the House.

On motion, Be.wlved, The House reso]ve itself into a
Committee of the Whole, to take under consideration tile
same.

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole
accordingly, and chose John Campbell, Esq., Chairman; and
after some time spent therein, came to several Resolutions.

Then, on motion, Mr. President resumed the Chair, and
Mr. Chairman reported, that the Committee had come 1:0
several Resolutions" but not having time to reduce them 1:0
form, desired le<lve to sit again. .

Resolved, The said Committee have leave to sit again to-
morrow.

Ordered, That Mr. Ralph Gorrel, l\ft-. Solomon Pel"kins,
Mr: John Penn, and Mr. William Thompson, have leave 1:0
absent themselves for a few days fi1)m the service of 'the
Congress.

The Congress adjourned til1 to-molTow morning, nine
o'clock.

Wednesday, April 24,1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

Mr. Rotheas Latham, one of the Members for the County
of Flyde, app~ared, subscribed the Test, and took his seat
accordingly.

On motion, Re,wlved, The House resolve itself into a
Committee of the Whole House, for taking under further
consideration the Report of the Committee 1Oconsider tbe
most practicable and expeditious method of supplying tbe
Province with Arms, Ammunition, 'Varlike Stores, alld
Sulphur; and also the expediency of erecting 'Yorks Ct)r
making Saltpetre, Gunpowder, and purifying Sulphur, &e.

The House resolved itself in~o a Committee of the Whole
accordingly, John Campbell, Esq., in the Chair; and aflf'r
some time spent, came to sundry Resolutions.

On motion, Mr. President resumed the Chair, and Mr.
Chairman reported as follows, to wit:

Your Committee beg leave to report, that it is their opi-
nion that Mr. Eaton Haynes, Mr. John Geddy, Mr. Davz'd
Jeffers, and Mr. lIcnry Mason, be employed to proceed, at
the expense of this Province, to Warwick and Petersburgii,
in the Pmvince of Virginia, and there to consult with --
Rubsamer, and observe the process by him made use of in
manufacturing Saltpetre, and obtain from him instructions
and information how the process may be most beneficially
conducted in this Province; and, after having themselves
made the experiment successful1y in the presence of tl:e
said Rubsamer, and having obtained a certificate from him
of that fact, to return to this Province; and that they be
empowered to promise, in behalf of this Colony, that they
will make the said Rubsamer a handsome gratuity for tbe
extraordinary trouble he may take to further the purposes of
the said Commissioners.

It is further the opinion of this Committee, that buildings
be erected, and all the materials, implements, and utensih,
necessary for the manufacturing Saltpetre, be procured, and
that a manufactory be established in the County of Halifa:r,
which shall be under the superintendence, direction and
management of the said Commissioners; and that the said
Commissioners shall have power to draw upon the Treasury
of this Province for a sU,m of money not exceeding six
hundred Pounds, to be applied to pay the expense of pro-
viding such works amI materials as shall be necessary for the
above purpose, and that they employ under them such la-
bourers and assistants as may be necessary to conduct the
process most expeditiously and beneficially; and that tbe
said Commissioners shall be aHowed the sum of one shilling
for every pound of Saltpetre which they shaH make 'and
deliver within two years mto the hands of the Commission-
ers hereafter appointed to receive the same, for the benefit
of the publick; and that the said Commissioners shaH give
bond, in the sum of twelve hundred Pounds, to the Presj:-
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d(~nt of this Congress, for the due and' faithful discharge of
the trust reposed in them, and for the due application 01 the
said moneys which may be paid tbem out of the Treasury.

It is further the opinion of this Committee, tbat a Powder-
:Mill be erected in the County of Halifax, and that Wylie
Jones, Benjamin JtlcOulloch and Josiah Sumner, Esquires,
be appointed to erect the same, and prepare all utensils, im-
plements and materials, for the manufilCturing Gunpowder;
and tbat they receive from the Directors of the Saltpetre
Manufactory such quantities of Saltpetre, from time to time,
as they sball bave made, prepared, and refined for use, and
also shall use their best en'leavours to procure Sulphur
wherever it may be found, and to purify such of it as may
be crude and untit for present use. And that thc said
Wylie Jones, Benjamin .1tlcCnlloch, and Josiah Sllnlner, be
empowered to draw upon tbe Colony Treasurers for a sum of
money, not exceeding five hundred Pounds, to disburse tbe
expense of constructing such works, and providing such arti-
cles as shall be necessary to carryon the said work; and that
they give bond for the due application of the said moneys,
and the filithful discharge of the trust reposed in them, and
that the said bond be to the President of this Congress, and
his successors, in the penal sum of one thousand Pounds"and
that tbe said Directors of the Powder-Mill shall be allowed
the sum of one shilling for every pound of Gunpowder
manufactured by tbem, and delivered within two years into
the hands df persons hereafter to be appointed by this Con-
gress to receive the same for the publick use.

h is further the opinion of this Committee, that a work be
established in the Province of North- Carolina, for the plll'-
pose of making common SaJt, and that TVaightstill Avery,
William Thompson, Richard Blackledge, and Robert Wtl-
limns, be Commissioners to erect works necessary for that
purpose, and to carryon the process, and obtain all possible
information relative to the same; and that they be empow-
ered to draw upon the Treasury for a sum not exceeding
two thousand Pounds, to pay the expenoes of erecting such
works, and providing all materials, implements and utensils
proper to be made use of; and that such works be fixed in
such part of the sea-coast where they will. be best secured
from the annoyance of the enemy, and tend to furnish the
Colony with the greatest quantity of that necessary article;
and that the said Directors give bond, with suilicient secu-
rity, for the faithful discharge of the trust reposed in them,
and the due application of all such moneys which may be
advanced them; and that over and above their reasonable
expenses, be allowed the sum of four pence (for the space
of two years from the last day of Allgust next) for every
bushel of Salt manufactured by them, and delivered to "uch
persons as shall be directed to receive the same, for the pub-
lick use; and that the said Commissioners, after fixing upon
a proper place on the sea-coast for the manufacturing of
cOlDmon Salt, do purchase the same of the proprietor or
proprietors thereof, for and in behalf of the publick of this
Province, upon the most reasonable terms, and give a draft
for the same on either of the Treasurers of this Province,
who shaH be allowed the same in the settlement of his ac-
counts with the publick; and that the conveyance for the
same shall be taken in the name of the President and his
successors of this Congress, for and in behalf of the publick
of this Province, and that said conveyance shall be taken in
fee simple.

It is further the opinion of this Committee, that John
Det,arw" Richard Herring, and James White, in the District
of TVilmington; John Cowper, James Coor, and James Glas-
gow, in the District of Newbern; Luke 811mner, 117ilHam
Hnnter, and Jacob Hllnter, in the. District of Edenton; Jo-
seph John Williams, Christopher Dudley, and James Ran-
som, in the District of HalifaJ) ;ff;~lliam Johnston, Thomas
Bu:rke, and Ambrose Ramsey, in the District of Ilillsbo-
rough; James McCoy, David Nisbit, and William Alexan-
der, in the District of Salisbury, be empowered immediately
to direct the establishing of publick Manufactories in their
respective Districts, of good and suilicient Muskets and Bay-
onets, of the following description, to wit: Each Firelock to
be made of three-fourths of an inch bore, and of a gOQd
substance at the breach, the barrel to be three leet eicrllt
inches in length, a good lock, the bayonet to be ei"ht~en
inches in the blade, with a steel ramrod, the upper en<!,,'ofthe
upper loop to be trumpet mouthed; and that for that pur-
pose they collect from the different parts of their respective

Districts all Gunsmiths, and other mechanicks, who have
been accustomed to make, or assist in making Muskets, or
who may, in their opinion, be useful in carrying on such
Manufilctol'Y, and that they be together employed in the
respective District Manufactories so established; and that
they be furnished, at the expense of this Colony, with tools,
implements and utensils, and materials for carryingon the
said work; and that the said Commissioners respectively shall
contract with the mechanicks in such manner as they may
think proper, provided tbat for each Gun and Bayonet com-
plete, tbe publick shall not pay a sum ext:.eeding five Pounds;
and that the said Commissioners in each District shall have
liberty to draw upon the Treasury for a sum of money not
exceeding one thousand Pounds 101'each District, to be ex-
pended in erecting such Manufactories, procuring tools, im-
plements and materials, and paying the mechanicks employed
for their respective services; and tltat the said Commissioners
shall give bond to the President and his successors, with
sulEcient security, for the faithful discharge of their trust,
and that tbey will justly account for all sums of money
which may be intrusted to tbem for the purposes aforesaid;
ancJ that the said Commissioners shall deliver to such person
or persons as shall be empowered by this Congres1:; to receive
the same, all such Muskets and Bayonets as shall be com-
plete for use.

Your Committee further report, that as to the contents of
a letter from Ilenry Gifford to General l1'Ioore, referred to this
Committee, they are of opinion that Mr. Thomas Person, Mr.
Martin Pfifer, and Mr. Ambrose Ramsay, be empowered
and directed immediately to repair to John Wilcox's Furnace
and Iron-Works, on Deep River, and to agree with the said
John Wilco,r:, in behalf of this Province, on the lowest terms
they can, for tbe bire of the said Furnace and Iron-Works
for the space of two years, or to purchase and repair the
lron- Works in Guilford County, for casting pieces of Ord-
nance, Shot, and other warlike implements, for the use of
this Province, of such sizes and denominations as the COm-
manding ofIicer of the troops shall £I'om time to time direct;
and that said Commissioners agree with some person or per-
sons, and direct the said work, and collect from the different
parts of the adjacent conntry persons skilled in pntting the
said Furnace in proper plight, and working at the same, and
likewise horses, wagons, carts, and barrows, together with
all conveniences for smelting of metal, and wood-cutters,
colliers, and a!l other workers necessary for carrying on the
work of tbe said Furnace, and employ them for the purpose
aforesaid; and that the said Commissioners procure, at the
expense of this Colony, all such provisions, tools, furniture,
and materials, as shall be found necessal'Y for completing
the said purpose; and that for discharging the expense
thereof, the said Commissioners be empowered to draw on
the Colony Treasurers, or either of them, for any sum, not
exceeding five thousand Pounds, and that they give bond to
the Bresident of this Congress, for and in the name of this
Province, in the penal sum of ten thousand Pounds, for the
due application of, and accounting for the money they shall
so draw for the purpose aforesaid, and the faithful discharge
of the trust reposed in them.

And as by the above Resolves several set of Commis-
sioners have been appointed to superintend and to cal'lyinto
execution the several purposes and manufactories mentioned
therein, and as severa] Commissioners therein mentioned
may ret~ove out of the Provinee, die, or decline;

It is therefore Resolved, Tbat where any of tbe said Com-
missioners may remove himself out of this Province, die, or
decline to act, in every such case the survivor or sUI'\~vors
of such set of Commissioners wbere such an incident may
happen, shall have full power to nominate and appoint a
person, whom they shall conceive a proper person, to fill
up such deficiency, who shall enter into bond as is above
directed.

The House, taking the said Report into consideration,
amended the same, and concurred therewith.

Ordered, That Mr. Grfffith .Rntherford, Mr. Thomas
Person, and Mr. Allen Jones, be a Committee to consider
tbe Petition of a number of persons in Guilford County
against Colonel James l'1'lartin and Alexander IIunter, and
make report thereon.

Ordered, That Mr. James White, Mr. Lawrence Baker,
and Mr. Rotheas Latham, have leave of absence~

,
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Resolved, That General Rutherford, John Rand, John
Cowper, and James Saunders, be a Committee to report the
most practicable and expeditious method of procuring and
purifying Sulphur for the use of the Powder-Mill directed
to be erected in this Province. .

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Thursday, April 25, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

Ordered, That Mr. Burges, Mr. John Johnston, and Mr.
Cowper, have leave of absence for a few days.

Resolved, That Charles Robb, Thomas Douglass, and
Thomas l11ander, lately taken at OccaClJck, on board of a
Tender, be admitted to their parole, they having signed a
declaration for that purpose.

The Committee appointed to examine and consider the
Petition of a number of persons in Guilford County against
Colonel James ltlartin and Alexander Hunter, reportedas
follows, viz :

That about the 23d of February, Captain Alexander
lIunter, contrary to orders, openly deserted at the head of
his Company from the Army encamped at the Cross-Roads,
in Gui{ford County, and hath otherwise beha ved hi~self in
a tyrannical and lawless manner to the men under hls com-
mand. And as to Lieutenant-Colonel James ltlar6n, your
Committee report, that the said Lieutenant-Colonel James
JJlartin, contrary to law, hath issued his warrant to an officer
to tie several of his men, and to levy on their estates the
sum of ten Pounds and costs, without hearing any excuse,
or admitting them to a trial by a Court-Martial.

The House, taking the same into consideration,
Resolved, That the said Captain Alexander Hunter and

Lieutenant-Colonel James Martin be suspended from their
command, until their conduct can be inquired into by a
Court-Martial; and that the goods or eft"cts of all persons
levied on by the above Officers be immediately restored.

Ordered, That Mr. Harnett, Mr. ThOr/IOSJones, and Mr.
William Skinner, be a Committee to settle the Salvage of
such Vessels as are lately taken, which the captors may be
entitled to.

Resolved, That Eaton Haynes, Esq., be appointed an
Ao-ent for this Province, to proceed to Philadelphia, and to
take such measures and give such orders as he may think
most expedient to conduct the Prisoners to the several places
destined for them by this Congress, with the greatest safety
and expedition possible; that he supply the Prisoners and
Guard with provisions, and other artic]es which may be
necessary for them upon their route, and be empowered, in
behalf of this Province, to draw upon the Continental Trea-
sury fOl' such sums as he shall necessarily expend for the
above purposes; and that such draft be seasonalJly made
known to Joseph Hewes, Esq., Delegate of this Province in
the Continental Congress, by letters of advice to be ad-
dressed to him.

Ordered, That Mr. Needham Bryan have leave to absent
himself from the service of this Congress.

On motion, Resolved, That the temporary Civil Consti-
tution be taken under consideration to-morrow morning.

Read the Petition of sundry Pilots and other inhabitants
of Ocracoke, praying a condemnation on the Tender call.ed
the Lilly, with her tackle, furniture, and cargo, together with
the Neo-roes belonging to her. .

Resolved, That a special Court of Admiralty be appointed
to try the Tender Sloop the Lilly and cargo; and that for
this purpose, Richard Cogdell, Esq" be appointed Judge of
the said Court, John Cook, Esq., Advocate, and Thomas
Sit<rreaves , Esq., Reo-ister and Marshal; and that in caseb

'" d r..
of condemnation, the proceeds of the sales, after elraymg
the reasonable charges of condemnation, be divided between
the captors.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow mornmg, mne
o'clock.

Friday, April 26, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

Resolved, That Mr. President be empowered to borrow
Moneys on the credit of this Province, and that the faith of

this Province be pledged for the repayment thereof, with
interest thereon.

Resolved, That the several persons in this Province ern..
powered to purchase Provisions for the use of the publick,
be required to lay their Accounts before the Congress.

Mr. BenJamin Parmalc, one of the Delegates for the
County of Hyde, and Mr. Jeduthun Harper, one of the
Members for the County of Chatham, appeared, subscribed
the Test, and took their seats in Congress.

Resolved, That each of the Commissaries appointed in
this Province, before they enter upon that office, enter into
Bond, with sulllcient security, in the sum of ten thousand
Pounds, to the President of this Congress, for the faithfu:i
discharge of such office.

Resolved, That General Person, General Rutherford, Ge..
neral Jones, Mr. Burlee, Mr. Locke, Mr. Coor, and Mr.
.Miles Harvey, be a Committee to consider that part of
Genera I ltloore's Letter with respect to the requisition of
the Militia, and report to this House.

Resolved, That two thousand weight of Gunpowder be
immediately despatched from this place to Brigadier-Gene..
ral jUoore.

Ordered, That Mr. James Saunders, Mr. Duncan Lamon"
Mr. Hancock, Mr. Battll~, Mr. Southerland, Mr. Benbury,
and Mr. Nisbit, be added to the Committee of Claims, and
that nine 01'more of them may proceed upon business.

Resolved, That Colonel FFilliam Tf'illiams send to Tar..
borough four hundred weight of Shot in his possession be..
longing to the

F
ublick, and that he deliver the same to

Colonel Irwin 0 that place.
The Congress adjourned till to-morrow mornjng, at nine

o'clock.
Saturday, April 27, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

Ordered, That Captain Dickerson be added to the Com.
missioners for purchasing Light- Horse in the District of lIills..
borough.

Ordered, That Mr. John lIollingsworth have leave of
absence from this Congress.

Resolved, That all Recruits shall be inlisted for the term
of two years and six months from the time of such inlist-
ment, but may be dismissed sooner in case the Continental
Congress shall judge it necessary; and if the said Troop:,
shall be discharged before the expiration of that term, they
shall be paid one month's wages.

Resolved, That Mr. President give the Thanks of thi,
Congress to Brigadier-GenerallIowe, for his manly, gene-
rous, and warlike conguct, in these unhappy times; more
especially for the reputation which our Provincial Troop;
acquired under him at the conflagration of Norfolk.

Resolved, That this Congress do publish a Declaration,
testifying that they have been under a necessity to remove
the Prisoners who have been concerned in the late insurrec-
tion, to other Provinces, fi'om a regard to the publick safety;
and because while such men continued amongst us, much
was to be apprehended from the personal and family influ-
ence of those persons disposed to exert it to the prejudice
of this country, and delude the ignorant, wicked, and unwa-
ry, into measures that might endanger the future happmess
of this Colony. That the unhappy families and connex-
ions of those whom we have in our power, be assured, that
every indulgence which humanity and compassion can give,
consistent with the duty :vhich we owe to the inhabitants of
these Colonies, engaged in a contention for the rights of
America and of mankind, shall be extended to those whom
we have in our power; but that much will depend upon th;
future good behaviour of those who stillrernain in the Pro-
vince, as to the mode of treatment which our Prisoners shaH
experience, and their being suffered to return to their re-
spective habitations, families, and friends, when peace is
restored to us; and that this Declaration be translated into
Erse.

ResQlved, That the Committee of Secrecy, War, and In-
te1li<rence, be empowered to remove all such persons (hot
exc~eding the number of forty) with their families, as they
shall deem capable of influencing the late Insurgents to tak'e
armS against America, from their present neighbou.r:hood intD
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such places'as they shall judge most safe and convenient;
and that certain persons, who shall be hereafter appointed
in every County whither such persons and families shaH be
removed, be required to take special care that such pc\'sons
shall not be suffered to want any of the necessaries of life,
until it shall be in their power to procure the same by their
own industry and property; and all supplies which shall at
any time be furnished by the several persons so required,
shall be paid for by this Colony. Provided, that every such
person as shall be so removed, shall be allowed his election
either to take with him his family or not; and also that all
such persons shall be allowed to make such disposition as
they shall think proper of their Estates and Properties.

Ordered, That Thomas Rutherford be permitted to take
with him his Horse and Negro man, and that Parquard
Campbell be likewise permitted to take with him his Horse,
and that Mr. McNeill carry the same to them.

Pursuant to a Resolution of this House, the Returning
Officer certified that Colonel Richard Caswell, Mr. Simon
Bright, and Mr. George Miller, were duly elected Delegates
for the County of Dobbs, who appeared, subscribed the
Test, and took their seats in Congress.

The Order of the Day being read,
Resolved, The House resolve itself into a Committee of

the Whole House, to take into consideration certain Resolu-
tions proposed as a foundation for a temporary Civil Con-
stitution'.

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the 'Whole
House accordingly, and chose William Cumming, Esq.,
Chairman; and after some time spent therein, Mr. President
resumed the Chair, and Mr. Chairman reported the several
Resolutions.

The House taking the same into consideration,
Ordered, The same be laid over tiH ~Ionday next.

Brigadier Ashe has leave of absence, and Mr. Day Ridley
has leave of absence till :Monday.

Resolved, That Chri.stopher Neale be empowered to take
to his assistance five sufficient persons, to carry under guard
John Goodrich and George Blqir, Prisoners now in Hali-

fax, to Suffolk, in Virginia.
Resolved, That Mr. Christopher Neale be allowed the

sum of twenty Pounds for carrying under guard to c')~ujJolk,
in Virginia, John Goodrich and George Blair; and that
the Treasurers, or either of them, pay him the same, and be
allowed in their accounts with the publick.

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the
Requisition of reinforcement of the Militia made by Briga-
dier-General Moore, reported their opinion.

Ordered, The same lie on the table.

The Congress adjourned till ~Ionday morning, nine
o'clock.

Monday, April 29, 1176.

The Congress met according fo adjournment.
Read the Petition of Philip Alston, setting forth the loss

of a Horse, Mare, and Gun, by the Insurgents; praying
relief.

Ordered, To lie on the table. .
Read the Report of the Committee for taking under COI1-'

sidemtion the Petition of the Executors of John Callaway,
deceased.

Ordered, The same lie for consideration.
Head the Petition of the Committee of Guilford County,

requiring some reward for attending Committee, sitting, and
disarn1ing the Tories, &c. Rejected nem. con.

Resolved, That Mr. Hooper, Mr. Thomas Jones, Mr.
Samuel Ashe, Mr. Penn, Mr. Kinchen, Mr. Caswell, Mr.
Person, 'and Mr. Harmtt, be a Committee to consider and
report the business necessary to be carried into execution
this present Congress.

Resolved, That five Independent Companies be imme-
diately raised in this Province, to consist of one Captain,
two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, four Corporals,
two Drummers, one Fifer, and sixty-eight Rank and File;
and that the said Companies be stationed at the following
places, to wit: One Company between Currituck and Roa-
noke Inlet, one Company at Occacock Inlet, one Company
between Occ«cock and White-Oak Inlet, one Company be-

tween BOf{~lCInlet and New River Inld, and one Company
belween ftew River and Deep Inlet inclusive. And that
the Officers and Soldiers of said Companies shall be allowed
the same pay and rations as Officers and Soldiers on the
Continental establishment, and subject only to the control of
this or any future Congress, or to any Executive power, act-
ing in therecess of the same, to remove or disband them.

Resolved, That the following persons be appointed Cap-
tains, Lieutenants, and Ensigns, to the Independent Compa-
nies directed to be raised, viz: James Anderson, Captain,
Benjamin Bonner, First Lieutenant, James fl'ahob, Second
Lieutenant, and John Brag, Ensign, of the Company at
Occacock Inlet. Dennis Dauge, Captain, John Jarvis,
First Lieutenant, Legrand Whitehall, Second Lieutenant,
and Butler Cowall, Ensign, of the Company between Cur-
ritttclc and Roanoke Inlet. John King, Captain, Edward
Ward, First Lieutenant, Peter ~IcLammy, Second Lieu-
tenant, and James Boston, Ensign, of the Company between
New River and Deep Inlet. :Enoch Ward, Captain, Reu-
ben Bentlwl, First Lieutenant, Benjamin Chainey, Second
Lieutenant, and Charles Dennis, Ensign, of the Company
between Occacode and flVhite-Oak Inlets. 8illly Harney,
Captain, Joseph Walker, First Lieutenant, Adam Gaskin,
Second Lieutenant, and James Williams, Ensign, of tho-
Company between Bogue Inlet and New Rit'cr.

And that the following persons be appointpd Commissa-
ries to the said Companies: John Cooper, Esquire, Com-
missary to the Companies stationed at Occacock Inlet, and
between Occacock and White-Oak Inlet; Samuel Jarvis,
Esquire, Commissary to the Company between Currituck
and Roanoke Inlets; Mr. Hull Doty, Commissary to the
Company between New River and Deep Inlet.

Resolved, That the Companies stationed on the Sea-
Coast may be further encouraged to 'exert themselves in
taking Armed Vessels, and others which may be taken by
the enemy's Ships ofW ar and Armed Tenders, such as they
take as prizes, may be adjudged to the captors, after the
charges of condemnation; except Vessels owned by Ameri-
cans, and friends to Continental Associations, &c., for which
the captors shall have Salvage.

Mr. Hawkins has leave of absence from the Congress.
The Order of the Day being read, for taking into con-

sideration certain Resolutions proposed as a foundation for a
temporamry Civil Constitution,

Ordered, The same be deferred till to-morrow morn-
mg.

Pursuant to a former Resolution, the following'Declara-
tion was laid before this Congress, and approved:

DECLARATION.

Impelled by a regard to our own safety, and the preser-
vation of those rights and privileges which God and the
Constitution have made unalienably ours, and which the
power of Great Britain, willi unremitting vengeance, injus-
tice, and cruelty, is labouring to subvert, we have been
induced to measures which it is the object of this Declara-
tion,to explain to those who may be interested in them or
their consequences.

To other Provinces, at a distance from their own places
of residence, \vithout that circle where their personal and
family influence may be excited to the prejudice of the
Continent, and of this Province in particular, we have deem-
ed it absolutely necessary for the publick safety to remove a
body of men, whose residence f()ltune has cast in the very
bowels of our country, and who, in common with ourselves,
have shared the blessings which a mild and liberal Provincial
system of laws, a benign climate, an increasing trade, that
poured riches into the lap of our honest industry, the coun-
tenance and protection of their honest neighbours held forth
to them with the most liberal hand. This misguided people,
disregarding the duty which they owe to that country under
the just and equal laws of which they have enjoyed pro-
tection, procured ample means of subsistence for themselves
and their families, and possessed of a considerable property
amongst us, were equally bound, by every tie, divine and
human, to defend and maintain the cause of liberty, which,
in common with ourselves, all virtuous men on this Conti-
nent, at the, hazard of everything dear to them, are labour-
ing at this day to defend. Those men, confederating with
our unnatural enemies, and taking advantage of their resi-
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dence amongst us, and that confidence which such a rela-
tionnecessarily created, have raised their hands against us,
and endeavour~d to imbrue them in the b~st blood of our fel-
low-citizens. God in his Providence hath hitberto defeated
their wicked machinations, and after their having experien-
ced a shameful defeat, hath put into our possession many of
the principals of them, who, (i'om the wickedness of their
own hearts, and £I'om the seduction of others, meant to have
consigned this once flourishing Colony to the most abject
slavery and oppression. .

Those people, though subdued, still retain principles'
inimical to us; and are prompt, as soon as they shall be
favoured by their situation, or the assistance of troops ex-
pected every day to invade this Colony, 'with a probability
of sncceeding, to attempt to can'y their wishes into execution,
and, co-operating with a merciless Administration, drench this
Province in blood and slaughter.

These have been our motives for exercising a severity,
which regard to the common safety, and that first principle
of nature, self-preservation, prompted. J ustiee demanded
it at our hands; and in the anguish of our heal1s we lament
the sad necessity which the frailties of our fellow-beings
have allotted to our share; still we wish the reformation of

. those who, in this unhappy contest, are severed from us, and
from those endearing ties which nature and sociaJ connex-
ions have formed for them, and who still remain amongst
us to lament the folly and wickedness of those whom we
have removed from amongst them. To these we administer
this cnnsoJation, that they may rest assured that no wanton
acts of cruelty, no severity, shall be exercised to the prison-
ers; no .restraints shall be imposed upon them, but what
shall be necessary to prevent their using their liberty to the
injury of the friends of Ame1'ica.

We have their security in contemplation, not to make
them miserable. In our power, their errors claim our pity,
their situation disarms our resentment~ We shall hail their
ref~rmation with increasing pleasure, and receive them to us
with open arms. Then sincere contrition and rt.'pentance
shall atone for their past conduct. Members of the same
political body with ourselves, we feel the convulsion which
such a severance occasions; and shall bless the day which
shall restore them to us friends to liberty, to the cause of
America, the cause of God and mankind.

We war not with the _ helpJess females which they left
behind them; we sympathize in their sorrow, and wish to
pour the balm of pity into the wounds which a separation
from husbands, fathers, and the dearest relations, have made.
They are the rightful pensioners upon the charity and boun-
tyof those who have aught to spare from their own neces-
sities to the relief of their indigent feHow-creatures; to such
we recommend them.

May the humanity and compassion which mark the cause
we are engaged in, influence them to such a conduct as may
<:all forth our utmost tenderness to their friends whom we
have in our power. Much depends upon the future demea-
nour of the friends of the Insurgents who are Jeft among us,
as to the treatment our prisoners may experience. Let them
consider these as hostages for their own good behaviour;
and by their own merits make kind offices to their friends a
tribute of duty as well as humanity from us, who have them.
111our power.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Tuesday, April 30, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

The Committee appointed to settle the Salvage of such
Vessels as were lately taken, and what the captors may be
entitled to, reported as follows, viz:

That it appears to your Committee, that a certain schoon-
er, caned the Polly, of which one Silas Henry is now master,
was bound on a voyage from Edenton, in this Province, to
the Island of Madeira, loaded with Indian com, staves, and
heading, and that the said schooner had proceeded to the
Swash, near Occacock Island, on her way to the said Island
of Madeira; and that on Sunday, the 14th of this instant,
(April,) about four o'clock in the afternoon of the same
day, an armed sloop, called the Lilly, comliJanded by a
certain John Goodrich, a tender fitted out by Lord Dun-
mo're for' the purpose of taking all the vessels at Occacock

Bar; that the said John Goodrich hailed the schooner
PoZZy, and ordered the master to come on board the said
tender, and bring his papers; that Silas Henry, the master,
and James Buchanan, one half owner of the schooner PoZZy
and her cargo, went on board the tender LiZZy, and deliver-
ed tbe papers to Captain John G,oodrich, who received and
examined the same, and who told Mr. James Buchanan
that the schooner was a prize, and kept the papers; and
that Lieutenant John TJ;-ight, master of the armed sloop
Pincastle, came over Occacock Bar the evening of the said
14th day of this instant, (April,) and about eight o'clock
the sallle evening a boat with armed men sent £I'omthe Fin-
castle boarded the schooner Polly, and plundered the said
schooner of a1l the live-stock, disarmed the men, and left a
prize-master and four armed men on board the schooner
Polly, who remained there f\>rthe term of fifty-eight or fjfty-
nine hours; and that on the 17th of this instant, (April,) a
number of armed men in five whale-boats, boarded the ten-
der commanded by John Goodrich, took her, and retook
the schooner Polly, and carried the tender and schooner up
to Newbern. Your Committee therefore humbly submit to
the consideration of the Congress the foHowing as their
opinion: That the captors are entitled, by a resolve of the
Continental Congress of the 25th of ]\(ovember last, to one-
third part of the schooner Polly and her cargo, in lieu of
salvage; and that the said vessel and cargo, consisting of
Indian corn, staves, and heading, should be sold at puhlick
auction, first giving thirty days publick notice; and that
after the sale thereof, and all necessary charges deducted,
the distribution thereof shall be made as followeth, viz:
One-third part to the captors, and the other two-thirds to
Messieurs James Buchanan and Arch£bald Campbell, who
appear to your Committee to ha\'e owned the said schooner
Polly and her cargo.

The House, taking the said Report into consideration,
concurred therewith.

Resolved, That Thomas Sitgreaves be appointed to sell
at publick auction for ready money, the Schooner Polly
and her cargo, first giving thirty days notice in the CaroliRIJ
Gazette; and that distribution of the money arising fi'om
the sale thereof (after deducting aU necessary charges) b,)
made in the following manner, viz: One-third part thereof
to the captors, in lieu of salvage; and the other two-third"
to Messieurs Jame.~ Buchanan and Archibald Campbell,
who appear to have owned the said Schooner Polly and her
cargo.

Resolved, That Joseph Hughs, late of Rowan County,
have a safe conduct to come and reside in the County of
Mecklenburgh, with such of his famiJ)' and property as he
shall think proper to remove, he giving security to beha va
himself wcll, and not to give assistance or counseJ, directly
or indirectly, to the enemies of America.

Resolved, That Mr. George Miller, Mr. Currie, and Mr.
Campbell,be a Committee to examine the property of John
Hamilton ~ Co., in a vessel caJIed the William, and her
cargo, ordered to be seized at Newbern, and make report
thereon.

Ordered, That l\'Ir. Samuel Ashe and Mr. Caswell be
added to the Committe~ to report the most practicable and
expeditious method of procuring and purifying Sulphur for
the use of the Powder-Mill directed to be erected in this
Province, and aJso the method of supplying the same with
Lead, and the mode of purifying the same;

The Committee for taking under consideration such Peti..
tions as may be exhibited by persons who shall appear
objects of charity, reported that they had taken in conside..
ration the Petition of Robert Tf'illis, viz:

It appears to your Committee that the said Robert Willi,,;
is a Sergeant in Captain Armstrong's Company of the Can.,
tinental Army in this Province; that in the late expedition
to Ninety-Six, in South- Carolina, he took cold by the in..
clemency of the season, whereby he hath been reduced to a
very weak and languishing state of health, and that the said
Robert T.J7illis is very poor and indigent. Your Committee
therefore recommend him as an object of publick charity,
and are of opinion that, during his present infirmity, he
ought to be allowed from this Province for his support at
the rate of twenty Pounds a year, to be paid quarterly, in
lieu of his pay.
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And as to the case of one William Wommack, referred to
this Committee, it appears to your Committee that the said
William W01nmock was a Sei"geant in the Orange Militia in
the late expedition against the Tories; that on his march
he was unfortunately shot with a bullet through one of11is
feet, and thereby rendered unfit for that service; that it
does not appear to your Committee that he is at present in
a state of poverty and want, nor does it appear to your
Committee whether his wound be likely to be cured or
not, or what expenses have been incurred to effect his
cure. Your Committee therefore recommend that proper
persons be appointed to inspect the said William Wommock,
and to make report to the Congress.

The House, considering the same, concurred therewith.
Ordered, That Mr. Simpson and lVIr.James SaILnders be

appointed to examine into the circumstances of the said Wil-
limn Wommock, and report to the next Congress accordingly.

Ordered, That Mr. Hooper, Mr. Burke, and Mr. Dick-
son, have leave of absence; and that Mr. llarnett has leave
of absence the day after to-morrow.

Resolved, That Mr. Burke, Mr. Samuel Ashe, Mr. Cas-
well, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Penn, Mr. Nash, Mr. Kinchen, Mr.
Thomas Jones, and Mr. Coor, be a Committee to form a

. temporary form of Government, until the end of the next
Congress.

Resolved, That Captain Dennison be allowed ten
Pounds as a gratuity for his care, vigilance, and the hazard
he run, in perfonning a voyage from Newbern to the French
West-Indies, and back again, to procure Ammunition for
this Province; and that the Treasurers, or either of them,
pay. him the same, and be allowed in their accounts.

The Committee to form an estimate of the expense for
supportiu<r the Troops to be raised for one year, reported
that the e~xpense of one Hegiment for twelve months would
amount to fifty thousand Pounds.

The Committee for reconsidering the Petition of Williwn
Alston, in behalf of Solomon Alston's Widow, reported to
this House.

The House taking the same into consideration,
Resolved, That John Jlenderson, who intermarried with

.

the said Solomon Alston's Widow, enter into bond, with suf-
ficient security, to the President of this Congress, (in behalf
of the said Orphans,) that he will not remove any part of
the Estate out of the Province, and faithfuJly account for the
same.

'Fhe Congress adjourned till to-morrow mormng, nme
o'clock.

Wednesday, May 1, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.
Resolved, That a Resolution of this Congress, of the 22d

of April, for appointing six Brigadier-Generals in the several
Pistricts of this Province, be rescinded.

Resolved, That Brigadier-General Howe be al10wed the
sum of three hundred Pounds for bis extraordinary expense
while in the Colony of Virginia; that the Treasurers, or
either of them, pay him the same, and be allowed in their
accounts with the publick.

Ordered, That Duncan McNeill be discharged from fur-
ther attendance on this Congress, he first entering into bond,
with security, in the sum of five hundred Pounds, for his
appearance at a future Congress, and good behaviour.

Resolved, That Mr. John Henderson pay to Mr. James
Jones five Pounds fifteen Shillings, for his expenses in citing
the .saidHendersonto appear at Congresson the Petitionof
William Alston.

On motion, Resolved, That Alkn Jones, Esq., be appoint-
ed Vice-President of tbis Congress.

Resolved, That Mr. William Fenner be appointed a Cap-
tain in the Second Regiment of the Continental Troops
raised in this Province.

Ordered, That a Certificate issue accordingly.

Mr. John Taylor has leave of absence.
Resolved, That the further allowance of six hundred aod

!$ixty-six Dollars, and two-third parts of a Dollar, be paid to
each of the Delegates who were appointed in September
last to attend the Continental Congress in behalf of this Pro-

FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v.

vince, for one year; and that the Treasurers, or either of
them, draw on the Continental Treasury for the same, and
be allowed in their accounts with the publick.

Resolved, That William Jlooper, Joseph Hl,wes and John
Penn, Esquires, be" and are Iwreby, appointed Delegates,
in behalf of this Province, from the determination of the pre-
sent year to the end of the next Congress which shall be
held in this Province, to attend. the General Congress at
Philadelphia, or such otber place as may be appointed;
and they are hereby invested with such powers as may
make any acts done by them, or any of them, or consent
given, in bebalf of this Province (not inconsistent with such
instructions as may be given by this, Congress) obligatory
upon every inhabitant thereof: and that they be allowed at
the rate of two thousand Dollars each for performing such
services, to be paid by the publick Treasurers, or either of
them, who are empowered to draw on the Continental Trea-
sury for the same, and shall lie allowed in their accounts
with the publick.

Mr. Sherrod and :Mr. Saunders have leave of absence.

Resolved, That the Vestrymen legally elected in each
and every Parish in thisProvince, on Easter Monday last,
upon repeating and subscribing the Test recommended by
the last Provincial Congress, shall be, and are hereby de-
clared legal Vestries, and may proceed to Parochial business
accordingly; and where no Vestries \vere then elected, the
Freeholders in such Parishes shall meet at the place by law
appointed for the election of V estries, on the first ,tlonrlay in
July next, and then and there choose and elect a Vestry,
agreeable to the directions of the Act of Assembly for ap-
pointing Vestries, and the Poll shall be taken. by the Clerk
of the County Committee, and retum made in the same
manner as the Sheriff empowered and directed by the said
Act; which Vestrymen so elected shall qualify themselves,
by repeating and subscribing the aforesaid Test, and ;;hall
thereafter be deemed and taken to be the legal Vestry of
their respective Parishes, and invested with the same pow-
ers and authorities as if elected and qualified agreeable to
the aforesaid Act. Provided, that where any Vestryman
already elected for the present year has taken the Oaths, or
subscribed any Tests or Deelarations heretofore appointed,
the election of a Vestry in such Parish shall be, and is here-
by declared void, and a new election shall be made under the
regulationsaforesaid. And provided, also, that no Vestry
shan continue longer than until next Easter ~Ionday under
any election made on last FAster Monday, or "by virtue of
this resolve; anything herein contained to the contrary not-
withstanding.

Resolved, That Commissioners be appointed in the Coun-
ties of Guilford, Cumberland, Anson, Orange, Bladen, and
Chatham, to take inventories of the Estates of the Prison-
ers lately sent out of this PrOlrince, and of those who are
out upon parole and bail, and to take an the care in their
power to prevent waste and embezzlement, and to make re-
turn thereof to next Congress; but at the same time to pay
particular attention to the unhappy women and children, to
see that they do not want the common necessaries of life;
and tbat all their Estates shall remain where they now are,
except Arms and Ammunition, under the protection of tMs
Congress, until some future order; and that the said Com-
missioners shall, by every means in their power, endeavour
to get into their possession such effects as have been taken
from the said Prisoners, persons on parole, and out on bail,
and to be restored to the respective habitations from whence
such effects were taken, and return inventories thereof to
next Congress; and that the following persons be Commis-
sioners, viz: Mr. William Bell, Richardson Owen, and
Francis Harper, for Guilford Connty; Mr. Thomas TfTude,
John Cole, and William Mask, for Anson County; Mr. Pe.-
ter Mallett, William Rand, and Robert Cobb, for Cumber-
land County; Mr. John BILtler and Mr. W'illiam Tate, for
Orange County; Mr. James Council and Mr. Nathaniel,
Richardson, for Bladen County; Mr. Jeduthun Harper, Mial
Scurlock, and John Thompson, for Chatham County.

Resolved, That the Commissioners for tbe County of
Cumberland dispose of the Estate of Archibald }UcArthur,
deceased, lair Insurgent of said County, for six nronths credit,
tht) purchasars giving bond with approved security for the
same; and that tbey make report to the next Congress.

85
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Resolved, That Mr. James COOl',Mr. William Alston,
Mr. Bunt, Mr. Lock, Mr. Webb, Mr. Pfifer, Mr. Ruther-
ford, Mr. John Campbdl, Mr. Bradford, Mr. Caswell,
Mr. Benbury, and Mr. G.Hill, be a Committee to regulate
,the "Militia.

Resolved, That Mr. Hunt, Mr. Lock, and Mr. Person,
be a CQlJlmitteeto take an Inventory of the Effects of the
Tories, ~ the possession of Colonel Long.

The C~ngress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
,-o'clock. .

Thursilay, May 2, 1'/76.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

MI'. John Simpson, one of the Delegates for the County
'of Pitt, and Mr. Thomas lIunter, one of the Delegates for
Chowan County, appeared, subscribed the Test, and took
their seats in Congress.

Mr. Nathan Boddie has leave of absence.

Resolved, That Provisions and Ammunition be immediate-
ly sent from this place to General .Moore, at Wilmington,
and that Colonel Long and :l\'1r.Benjamin AtlcCulloch be
appointed to carry this order into execution.

Resolved, That the Commanding Officers of the several
BattaJions issue immediate orders to their several Recruiting
Officers to march their Recruits as fast as they shall inlist,
and be properJy armed, to join General Atloore, at Head-
Quarters; and that they march under the command of such
Officer of the Company as can be best spared; and that
the Officers and Soldiers belonging to the Second Batta-
lion, who maybe absent on furlough, do immediately join
their Battalion, and march to join General ~Ioore, at Wil-
mington.

Resolved, That ten pieces of the double-fortified Six-
pounders, now lying at Newbern, belonging to the Province
of.South-Carolina, and also any Field-pieces which may
be there, be immediately sent off to General Atloore's Head-
9uarters, on Cape-Fear River; and that Colonel Long and
Mr. Benjamin M~cCulloch be appointed to see the same
done.

Re.wlved, That John Webb, Esq., be added to the Com-
missioners for procuring Arn1s in Halifax County, and that
he immediately .purchase all such as may be serviceable to
the Army, that may be for sale; and that Colonel Long
collect all the Arms which may have been taken from the
Regulators and Tories, and hold them ready to be delivered
to new Recruits, as the Officers may apply for them.

Resolved, That the Chairman of the Committee of New-
bern cause the ten pieces of Cannon, ordered to be se.nt to
Wilmington, to be delivered to the order of Colonel Long
and Mr. Benjamin AtlcCu1loch, and also any Field-pieces
which may be there; and that the Chairman receive from
Colonel Long, or his order, such Provisions as he may have
occasion to leave at Newbern, till further orders.

Ordered, That Robert Goodloe, Joseph Shearing, and
Benjamin Seawell, be added to the Commissioners appointed
to receive, procure, and purchase, Fire-Arms.

Resolved, That tbe Arms, Camp-Kettles, and Camp-
Equipage, purchased by Mr. Charles Jacocks for this Pro-
vince, be immediately delivered to Lieutenant Jacob Pollock,
of Colonel Thomas Polk's Regiment, as the new-raised Re-
cruits are under marching orders to join General Atloore, at
Cape-Fear, Mr.Jacoc7cs taking LieutenantPolloc7c's receipt
for the same.

Mr. Charles ~fcLean and Mr. James Jolmston, two of
the Members from Tryon County, appeared and took their
seats.

Mr. Thomas Respiss has leave of absence.
PursU<1Ut to a Re$olve of this Congress, Mr. President

returned Brigadier General Howe the following Thanks:

" Brigadier-General HowE:

" SIlt: I am commanded by the Congress to return you
their thanks for your manly, generous, and warlike conduct
in these unhappy times, more especially for the reputation
our Troops acquired under your command.

"I now, with infinite pleasure to myself, in compliance
with that command, return you the thanks f}f this House
for the important services rendered by you to the common

.cause; and, in particular, for your manly and officer-like

exertions during the whole of the late dangerous, important,
and critical campaign."

To which the General returned the fonowing Answer, viz :

"Mr. PRESIDENT: As I have no wish so ardent, no
ambition so strong, as that of serving the noble cause to
which 1 have devoted myself, how happy must it make me
when, to the pleasing conscionsness of having endeavoured
to do my duty, you so politely add the approbation of my
country. It is a heartfelt and honourable testimony that
my efforts have not been wholly unsuccessful; and my feli-
city upon this occasion can only be increased by considering
that I have this publick opportunity of expressing the obli-
gations I feel to be due to those officers and men of every
corps under my command, whose ready acceptance and
spirited execution of the orders issued, have obtained me the
distinguishing honours of this day. Permit me, sir, through
you, to assure the honourable Convention that I have the
most grateful sense of their favour, and that I conceive tbe
best return I can make is, with zeal and activity, to pursue
the dictates of my duty; in which resolution I cannot but
persevere, as the good of my country is the end I aim at,
and its applause the consequence and reward of promoting
it. Accept, sir, my thanks for the manner in which you
ha ve so obligingly conveyed to me the sense of your honour-
able House."

Ordered, That Jarru:s Burnside, now on parole at lIali-
fax, be discharged from the same.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Friilay, May 3, 1776.

The Congress met, according to adjournment.

Ordered, That the parole of Robert Acheson, Midshipman
of the Syren, now within the limits of the Town of llalifa.r,
be extended five miles without the limits of tbe same.

Resolved, That Thomas Alderson be appointed Ensign
in Captain Simon Alderson's Company of the Regulars in
this Province, in the room of James ~McKinnie.

Resolved, That Christopher Lacky be appointed Second
Lieutenant in Captain John Enloe's Company of the Fifth
Regiment in this Province, in the room of . . . . . . who

refuses to act. \

Resolved, That the :Members of this and all future Con-
gresses shall be anowed ten Shillings per day for their attend-
ance on the same, and their ferriages. and travelling to and
returning home from said Congresses.

Resolved, That one hundred Pounds be granted towards
finishing the Fort at Hanging-Point, on Neuse River, and'
that the said Fort be garrisoned by a Captain and twenty-
four men.

Resolved, That John Daly be appointed Captain and
Commander of the said Fort.

Resolved, That the said John Daly be appointed Com-
missary to the Troops to be garrisoned at Ilanging-Point.

Resolved, That the three Southern Independent Compa-
nies, ordered to he raised in this Province, shall consist of 110
more Privates than sixty.

Resolved, That Micajah Little be appointed Second
Lieutenant in Captain H7il{iam Brinlcly's Company of the
Third Regiment, in the room of Christopher Lakey, removed
to Captain Enloe's Company, in the Fifth Regiment.

Resolved, That Colonel Long be requested to receive his
Excellency General D:e at the line of this Colony, with a
proper detachment of Troops, and escort him to lIalifax.

Resolved, That the Proceedings of the Provincial Coun-
cil be taken under consideration. to-morrow. '

Mr. Hancock and Mr~ Hogan have leave of absence.
Resolved, That the Commissioners for purchasing Guns

in the Counties of Orange and Granville, be empowered to
purchase Drums and Fifes for the Regiments ordered to be
raised.

Resolved, That fifteen hundred Privates of the Militia,
under proper Officers, be immediately drafted from the Dis-
tricts of Edenton, Newbern, Halifax:, and Wilmington, in
the following manner, and march as quick as possible to
Wilmington, on Cape-Fear, for the protection of this Pro..
vince, to wit:
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Wilmin[[ton District incorporated into six Companies:
From New-Hanover sixty-three, Onslow sixty-three, Duplin
sixty-three, Bl'unswick sixty, Bladen sixty-three, Cumber-
land sixty-three.

Newbern District into seven Companies: From Dobbs one
hundred and thirteen, Craven one hundred and twenty-two,
Johnston fifty, Pitt fifty, Beaufort twenty-five, and Hyde
twenty-five, in one Company.

Edenton District into seven Companies: From Bertie
fifty, Martin fifty, Tyrrell fifty,Hertford fifty, Chowan fifty,
Perquimans fifty, Pasquotank seventy-five.

IIalifax District into seven Companies: From Halifax
one hundred, Edgecomb one hundred, Bute one hundred,
Northampton seventy-five.

Resolved, That the said Militia shall be divided into two
Battalions, and that Thomas Brown, Colonel, James Arm-
strong, Lieutenant-Colonel, and James Jloore, (of Duplin,)
Major, be appointed to command that part of the Militia to
be drafted from the District of Newbern and Wilmington;
and that Philemon Hawkins, Jun., Colonel, Peter Dauge,
Lieutenant-Co]onel, and Drury Gee, Major, be appointed to
command that part of the Militia to be drafted from the
District of Edenton and Halifax.

Whereas it appears from a paper signed by Abraham
Childers, Cornet in the First Troop of Light-Horse com-
manded by Captain Dickerson, that he had taken seven new
RitJe-guns, with their moulds and wipers, fromArthur Moore,
of the County of Orange, for the use of the Continental
Army:

Resolved, That the said Abraham Childers has acted
without authority, and with violence, evil in its example,
and dangerous to the security of private property:

Wherefore, it is Ordered, That the said Captain Di£ker-
son be required to bring the said Abraham Childers before
this House forthwith, to answer [or the said misbehaviour;
and that the said Captain Di£kerson cause the said Guns to
be restored to the said Arthur Moore.

Resolved, That the vacancies in the Second Regiment
of Continental Troops raised in this Province be filled up,
and the following persons appointed, viz:

Jame$ Gee, Captain, in the room of Captain Irwin Toole,
who has resigned, and. tbat he rank as Fi[th Captain; John
lleritage, Captain, in the room of Captain Simon Bright,
resigned, and that he rank as Sixth Captain; Philip Lowe,
First Lieutenant; of Captain John Heritage's Company;
Joseph Worth, Robert Penner, Thomas Standings, James
Martin, Clement Nash, John Ingles, Second Lieutenants;
John Craddock, ]}fanlove Tarrant, Samuel Smith, and Wil-
liam Tocksey, Ensigns; John Ingles appointed Adjutant to
the Second Regiment.

Prisoners, and Places of Destination.
Peter Hay, bail five hundred Pounds; Robert Gillis, bail

five hundred Pounds; William Gibbs, enlarged, and to give
security to the Committee of Onslow County, in the sum
of five hundred Pounds; Conner Dowd, bail one thousand
Pounds; William Bourke, parole to Northampton; Darcy
Fowler to Duplin, Ale.yander ]}IcLean to Granville, -
Frazier to Halifax, Thomas Collins to Halifax, William
Draper to Bertie, William Clarke to Nixonton, John Doak
to Orange, with leave of one month to remove his effects
from Cumberland; Duncan McNiell, bail; Angus Campbell,
parole in Guilford, under the care of the Rev. James
Campbell,with leave of fourteen days to remove his effects;
Alexander Stewart, parole to Granville; James Lowe and
Robat Ada1ns, (who shot Captain Dent,) to Halifax Jail ;
George Mickle.whn, parole in Perquimans, in that part of
said County on' the south side of the river, with leave of
fourteen days to prepare himself; James Hunter, parole in
Bute; George.Mylne, bail two thousand Pounds.

The Congress adjourned tiJI to-morrow morning, nine
o'c1ock.

Saturday, May 4, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.
Ordered, That Colonel Long deliver to~fr. Henry Gif-

fard, a certain Horse belonging to him, which Cudrick Mc-
Donald rode to Halifax, with a Saddle and Bridle.

Ordered, That Mr. Samuel Ashe, Mr. Parmele, Mr.
Burges, Mr. Gee, Mr. Penn, and Mr. Hooper, be added to
the Committee of Inquiry.

Ordered, That Robert Adams, a Prisoner now in Hal~fax.
Jail, be enlarged, on his giving security, in the sum o[ fifty
Pounds, for his good behaviour.

Mr. Solomon Sheppard has leave of absence.

Ordered, That AlRxauMr JUcLean have leave to take his
Horse, Bridle, and Saddle, now in the possession of Co]onel.
Long. -(

The Committee appointed to take under consid~~tion t11e-
better regu]ation of the Militia of this Province, reported as
follows:

Having weighed and duly considered the critical and dan-
gerous situation we are in, and that open hostilities are com-
menced against us at one and the same time by our impla-
cable enemies and their adherents, at every place assailable,
are of opinion, that [or the better and more effectual defence
and protection of the Colony, the Mi1itia thereof shaH be
divided into six Brigades, viz: one in each District, each
Brigade to be under the command o[ a Brigadier-General.

That the Militia of every County shall consist of all the
effective men fi'om sixteen to sixty years of age, and shall be
formed into one Regiment, under the command of a Colond,
Lieutenant-Colonel, and two Majors, except where the Con-
gress have or may appoint two or marc Regiments in a
County, in which case such Regiment shaIJ be commanded
agreeable to the particular appointment. Every Regiment
shaIJ be divided into Companies f)f not less than fifty rank
and file, two Sergeants, two Corporals, one Drummer, and
one Fifer; each Company to be under the command of a
Captain, Lieutenant, and Ensign. Tbat every Company
shall be divided into five Divisions; one Division to consist of
aJl the more aged and infinn men; the other four Divisions
shall draw lots for the first, second, third, and fourth turns to
go on service, and shall be numbered according to such lots.

Resolved, That the foregoing arrangement shaJl imme-
diately, upon notice hereof, be made in every County in this
Colony by the Field and Subaltern Officers, each in his
respective department. That every Captain immediately
upon such arrangement, (afterwards every six months,) shaH
return a Muster-Roll of his Company divided into Divisions,
and numbered as aforesaid, to the Commanding Officer of the
Regiment, under pain of forfeiting five Pounds for every
default; and the Commanding Officers of each Regiment
shall make an exact Return [rom snch lists; within one week
after he shall have received the same, to the Brigadier-Ge-
neral of the District, under pain of forfeiting fifty Pounds for
every default. ,

That the Commanding Officer of every Regiment shaH,
whenever required thereto by the Brigadier-General of his
District, order a General Muster at the most convenient
place in his Regiment, under pain of forfeiting fifty Pounds
for every default, provided that he shall not call them
together more than twice in one year; and every Captain
shall muster and train his Company, divided into. Divisions
as before directed, once in every month at least, and oftener
if directed by the Commanding Officer, under pain of for-
feiting forty Shillings for every default. And every Soldier
who shaH neglect or refuse to attend the general and private
musters, shaH be subject to such penalties and forfeitures as
are provided by the Militia laws in force in this Province.
That the Brigadier-Generals respectively shaH return one
exact Muster-RoJl of all the Officers and Soldiers of their
respective Brigades, distinguished into their proper Compa-
nies and Divisions, to the Executive power which shaH be
established, once every year, and oftener if required, under
penalty of one hundred Pounds for every default.

Resolved, That tbe Field-Officers of every Regiment be
empowered to employ one or more Adjutant or Adjutants to
train and discipline the Men, who shall attend every Ge-
neral and Private Muster for that purpose; and every such
Adjutant shall be aJlowed ten Shillings [or every Muster he
shall so attend.

Resolved, That each Militia Soldier shall be furnished
with a good GUD, Bayonet, Cartouch-Box, Shot-Bag and
Powder-Horn, a Cutlass or Tomahawk; and where any
person shall appear to the Field-Officers not possessed of
sufficient property to afford such Arms and Accoutrements,
the same shall be procured at the publick expense, and given
to such person upon every muster day, and whim he shaU
be ordered to march j and whenever the service of mus-
tering or marching shall be concluded, the said Arms and

.
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Accoutrements shall be restored to the Captain of the Com-
pany, and by him care fully preserved for future occasions;
and whenever the Militia shall be called into actual service}
they shall be allowed as follows, viz: one Baggage \Vagon,
or two Carts, to every fifty men; Ammunition Wagons to
every Brigade, at the discretion of the Brigadier-General;
the same rations to Men and Officers as allowed to the Con-
tinental Army, to be supplied by Commissaries appointed by
the Brigadiers, which said Commissaries shall be allowed
Wagons, or Carts in proportion, to carry the Provisions;
one Bell-Tent to every Company; all necessary Intrench-
ing Tools; six Axes to every Company; one Baggage
"Wagon for the Officers of every Regiment; a necessary
number of Camp Kettles. And the pay for Officers shall
be as established by act of Assembly, and Soldiers two
Shillings and six Pence for each day while in service.

Resolved, That every Brigadier-General shall be allow-
ed the sum of four Dollars for every day he shall be in actual
service, and a \Vagon for Baggage and Stores; that the
Commanding Officer of every Regiment shall return an
account of all expenses, disbursements, and pay, appertain-
in<Tto the said Recriment , and shall Produce as vouchers for

'"
0 .

such account the accou"nts rendered on oath of the Captall1s
of the respective Companies, and other persons expending
or disbursing for said Regiment.

Resolved, That there shall be ten Light-Horsemen, and
no more, to every Regiment, to be arrayed in one or more
Companies when they shall have joined the Brigade, at the
discretion of the Brigadier-GeneraL

Resolved, That no Officer or Soldier in the Militia ser-
vice shall be tried for any offence against the Militia Law or
the Articles of War, except by a Court-Martial, to consist
only of Militia Officers.

Resolved, That no Brigade, Regiment, Company, or Divi-
sion of Militia, shaH be under command of any but Militia
Officers, except when such Militia shall be ordered by the
civil power to join the Continental Troops; in which case,
the Continental Officer of equal, and the Militia Officer of
superior dfJnomination, shall command.

&solved, That such Divisions as shall at any time be
called into service, shall be formed into Companies of fifty
men eacb, with a proportional number of Officers, Sergeants,
Corporals, Fifers and Drummers, and all the Officers of
each Regiment shall agree among themselves concerning
which shall command on actual service; but if they cannot
so agree, the Commanding Officer shall calise lots to be
drawn, and the qfficer on whom such lot shall fall, shall
command in their proper rank and department.

Resolved, That all persons (except such as have or do
bear appointments or commissions under the authority of the
General and Provincial Congresses, Justices of the Peace,
Ministers of some Church regularly called, and having the
cure of souls, Overseers of Slaves exceeding five taxables
in number, Schoolmasters, Millers, and Ferry-Keepers) shall
be liable to be drafted; and all persons so drafted shall be
obliged to serve, or find an able-bodied man in his room,
under the penalty of ten Pounds.

Resolved, That all the Militia Laws heretofore in force
in this Colony, and not repealed, expired, or discontinued,
shall be in force hereafter, except where other provision is
made by the Resolves of this Congress, or some future legis-
lative authority. '

The Congress taking the said Report into consideration,
concurred therewith.

Resolved, That the Commanding Officers of the Brigades
of Halifax, Edenton, Newbern, and Wilmington, be QI.dered
,to detach from their respective Brigades the number of men
':voted by this Congress, by a Resolve of the 2d of 1Uay in-
stant, to reinforce Brigadier-General Moore at Cape-l?ear,
agreeable to the said Resolve, and the Resolves for regulating
,the Militia, entered into this day.

Resolved, That John Ashe, Esquire, be appointed Briga-
dier-General of the Militia for the District of Wilmington;
Allen Jones, Esquire, for the District of Halifax; Edward
Vail, Esquire, for the District of FAenton; Grijfith Ruther-

Jgrd, Esquire, for the District of Salisbury; Thomas Person,
Esquire, for the District of Hillsborough; and William-Bryan,
Esquire, for the Distric~ of Newbern.

ll.t~solved, That each of the Brigadier-Generals shall take
.rank in their respective Districts.

Resolved, That Thomas Armstrong be appointed First
Lieutenant in Captain John Enloe's Company of the Ameri-
can Army, of the Fifth Regiment, in the room of George
Sugg; and John Hodges, Ensign, in the room of Slwdrach
Wooten. -

The Congress adjourned till Monday morning, nine
o'clock.

Monday, May 6, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

The Secret Committet~ laid before the House extracts of
a Letter from General Moore, and an Affidavit respecting
the enemy's situation.

Order;d, That said Committee transmit to ::\iajor-Gene-
ral Lee copies of said Letter and Affida,':it, and give him such.
further accounts of the number of Militia ordered by this
Congress to join General JUoore, and the time, as near as
they can ascertain, of their junction.

Ordered, That the Secretary immediately furnish each of
the Brigadier-Generals with a copy of the Resolves of this
Congress for regulating the Militia, and that the Brigadier-
General shalL immediately issue orders to the Commanders
of the respective Regiments beJonging to their Brigades, to
carry the same into effect with all possible expedition; and
that the Generals of the Brigades of Ilalifax, Edenton, Neu'-
bern, and Wilmington, hasten by every possible expedition
the march of the reinforcements ordered to join General
Moore. And that Brigadier-General Ashe be ordered to
take command of the said reinforcements upon their arrival
in his District, subject to the provisions of the Militia Rei:,TU,-
lations entered into by this Congress.

Resolved, That if the Brigadier-General of any Brigade
shall at any time refuse, neg]ect, or delay, to obey the orders
of the Congress, or any power by them appointed to array
and control the Militia, and shall be convicted thereof by
sentence of a Court-Martial, he shall forfeit and pay five
hundred Pounds, to the use of this Province, to be disposed
of by the Congress thereof; and shall be liable to such f\lr-
ther punishment as shall be adjudged by a Court-Martial,
such sentence of further punishment to be suspended until
the sense of the Congress shall be taken thereon.

Resolved, That Christopher Lackey be reinstated Second
Lieutenant in Captain "William Brinkly's Company of the
American Army in this Province, of the Third Regiment;
and Micajah Little, lately appointed in Captain Brinkly's
Company, Second Lieutenant in Captain John Enloe's Com-
pany of the American Army, in the Fifth Regiment.

Resolved, That Mr. Miller, Mr. Caswell, Mr. William
Johnston, Mr. Penn; Mr. Samuel Ashe, and Mr. SimpsOtI,
be a Committee to consider the claims of William Kennan,
Commissary of the 'Troops at Cape-Pear; and also to ill-
quire into what Provisions have been purchased on the pub-
lick account, and the most eligible method of disposing
thereof.

Resolved, That Isaac Gregory and Abner Harrison, Es-
quires, of PasquotankCounty, and Tf'illiam Perreby, of Cur-
rituck County, or any two of them, take into their possession
the Plantation. or Plantations the propelty of Thomas Mac-
knight, and also of James Parker; and the same hire out
for the most that can be got for them for the ensuing year,
and that they take care of all utensils thereon.

On the Petition of Henry Bennet and John Poscue, com,..
plaining that they have been long imprisoned, and no pro-
bability of any witness appearing against them,

Resolved, That they be admitted to bail.

Resolved, That Mr. Caswell, Mr. Thomas Jones, and Mr.
Coor, be a Committee to inquire what sum of money will be
sufficient to carryon the Military Establishment for one year,
with the disbnr8ements necessarily accruing thereon, and re-
port an estimate thereof to the Congress.

Mr. Joseph Jones, one of the Members for Pasquotan7c
County; appeared, snbseribed the Test, and took his seat in
Congress.

The Committee appointed to inquire into the most practi-
cable way of procuring and purifying Sulphur, &c., reported
as follows:

That they have been informed there is a large quantity of
virgin or fossil sulphur at or near the month of Little River,
in the upper part of Dobbs County, and in the County of
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Blaclen, at or near Peter Lord's, as well as in several other
places in the Province; a]so t11at there is a large quantity
of lead are in the lower part of Johnston County, at or near
the plantation of Captain Nathan Tf'illiams, and that lead may
be procured at Chis well's Mines, in the' Colony of Virginia.
Yout' Committee therefore recommend that George ltliller,
John Sasser, and Benjamin Exum, of Dobbs County, and
James Council, Thomas Robinson, and Joseph Cain, of Bla-
den County, be empowered to contract with persons to pro-
cure and purify, at the publick expense, such sulphur as may
be had or found within this Province, which contract to
be obligatory on the Province; and that the said George
Miller, John Sasser, Benjamin Exum, James Council, Tho-
mas Robinson, and Joseph Cain, or any three of them, draw

.on the Treasurers, or either of them, for such sums of
money as may be necessary for the above purposes, so that
the same does not exceed one thousand Pounds. And as
lead are cannot be procured and purified as soon as it may
be wanted, your Committee further recommend that Hugh
Montgomery and Matthew Locke, Esquires, be empowered
to treat as soon as possible with any person or persons in
this Province, or the Colony of Virginia, for any quantity of
lead; not exceeding twenty tons; and having so contracted,
to provide ways and means for the transporting the same to
the following places, to wit: Two tons to Salisbllry, two
tQns to Hillsborough, and the remainder to Johnston Court-
House; and that the Treasurers, or either of them, be em-
powered to draw on the Continental Treasury for such sums
of money as may be necessary for purchasing the said lead;
and that the said Hugh ltlontgomery and Matthew Locke be
allowed a reasonable sum for their trouble and expense, to
be paid by the publick.

The House taking the same into consideration, concurred
therewith.

It appearing to the Congress that Thomas JOMS, Esquire,
rendered this country very important and essential services
in prosecuting Suits in behalf of the Crown; therefore,

Resolved, That the said Thomas Joneg, Esquire, be al-
lowed seventy-five Pounds for prosecuting divers Criminals
in behalf of the Crown, at three Courts of Oyer and Ter-
miner, held at Edenton, towit: One in JuZll, 1774, one in
January, 1775, and another in July, 1775; that the Treasu-
rers, or either of them, pay him the same, and be allowed
in their accounts with the publick.

Resolved, That Willl:am Amis be appointed Commissary
to the Third Regiment of the American Army, to be raised
in this Province, in the room of John Webb, resigned.

Resolved, That Mr. Miller, Mr. William Johmton, and
Mr. Simpson, be added to the Committee of Civil Accounts.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Resolved, That MI'. Nash, Mr. Burke, Mr. Ashe, Mr.
U7titmell Hill, and Mr. Coor, be a Committee to inquire of

ways and means the most probable to prevent the desertjon
of Sla ves.

Resolved, That one hundred Light Cavalry, and two
hundred Infantry, be ordered immediately to Cross-Creek,
to be under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Folsome,
until further orders.

That the said Horsemen be immediately raised from the
Militia in Cnmberland, and the adjacent Counties, who wiJI
voluntarily serve; and the Footmen be drafted from the Bri-
gades of Salisbury and Hillsborough, by equal proportjons
from each Regiment, unless a sufficient number will imme-
diately enter the service as volunteers.

Ordered, That two sets of blank Commissions issue for
the Companies of Light-Horse, to be filled up by Colonel
Folsome.

Resolved, That two thousand Pounds be paid into' the
hands of the Delegates for the County of Bladen, and by
them paid to the Officers and Soldiers of the Militia of said
County, now in service of the Province, in part of their
pay, who have not had time to lay their Accounts before the
publick; that the Treasurers, or either of them, PIlYhjm the
same, and be allowed in their accounts with the publick
and that the said Delegates give bond and security to ac
count for the same.

Resolved, That one thousand five hundred Pounds be paid
into the hands of the Delegates for the County of Duplin,
and by them paid to the Officers and Soldiers of the Mi1itia
of said County, now in service of the Province, in part of
their wages for their services on the late expedition to Cape-
Fear; that the Treasurers, or either of them, pay the same,
and be allowed in their accounts; and that the said Dele-
gates give bond with security to account for the same.

Resolved, That eight hundred and fifty weight of Pow-
der be sent to the District of Salisbury, to the care of the
Brigadier-General of that District.

Resolved, That four hundred weight of Powder be sent
to the District of Hillsborough, to the care of the Brigadier-
General of that District.

Resolved, That the Field-Officers in every Battalion of
the Continental Troops be empowered to employ an Ar-
mourer for such Battalion, and that such Armourer be allowed
the pay of one Dollar and a quarter of a Dollar per day, and'
one ration.

Resolved, That Ebenezer Folsome be appointed Colonel
of the Militia in the County of Cumberland, in the room of
Alexander McAlister, resigned; David Smith, Lieutenant-
Colonel; Philip Alston, First Major; and John Armstrong,
Second Major, in the same County.

Resolved, That Mr. Burke, Mr. Webb, and Mr. Penn, be
a Committee to repor! on Mr. Cooper's Petition.

Resolved, That William Rand take into his possession,
wherever they may be found, all the Record.s and Papers
belonging and appertaining to the Clerk and Register's Offi-
ces in the County of Cllmberland.

Ordered, That Colonel Long deliver to William Jones,
who lately came expreiis to this Congress, one of the Tory
Horses in his possession.

Resolved, That the Managers of the Furnace directed
to be hir6Jd in Chatham County, or purchased in Guilford
County, for the publick use, take under care for that service
the whole of the Negroes lately brought by order of the
Congress fi'Ofnthe Counties of Pas quo tank and Currituck,
belonging to the Estates of Thomas Macknight, James Par-
ker, and Robert Gilmore, and make the best of th(',ln in that
employment for the benefit of the publick; and that the
Commissioners render to the next Congress a disposition of
such Slaves, with an account of expenditures, upon oath; and
that the Commissioners give a receipt for such Negroes.

Resolved, That William Glover be appointed Captain in
the Sixth Regiment of Foot, of the American Army, to be
raised in this Province, in the room of Jesse Saunders, re-
signed; and John Owens, First Lieutenant, in the room of
William Glover, advanced; John Hart, Second Lieutenant,
in the room of Pleasant Henderson, resigned; and Kedar
Parker in the room of Thomas Grant, resigned; all of the
Sixth Regiment, in Captain William GkJver's Company.

Tuesday, May 7,1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

Whereas the Commanding Officers in the late expedition
-against the Tories, thought proper, for the benefit of the ser-
vice, to cause to be cut down and destroyed sundry Bridges
in the Counties of Duplin and Bladen, and it appearing to
the House that it will be burdensome to the inhabitants of
those Counties to be ~t the so)e expense of rebuilding such
Bridges;

Therefore, Resolved, That when it shaH appear to be
necessary and expedient to rebuild such Bridges, the expense
thereof shall be paid by the publick.

Mr. James "Williams exhibited his Account for acting as
Attorney for the Crown at five Courts of Oyer and Termi-
ner, held in this Province, from the 10th of June, 1774, to
the 10th of June, 1775.

Resolved, That the said James Williams be aHowed the
sum of fifty Pounds, for prosecuting in behalf of the Crown
in the said Courts of Oyer and Terminer; that the Treasu-
rers, or either of them, pay him the same, and be allowed in
their accounts with the publick. '

Resolved, That Mr. EbeMzer Folsome be allowed one
hundred Pounds for his vigilance, and the important services
rendered this country in the late insurrection, the Congress
considering the said sum not as an adequate reward for his
spirit and activity, but as a mark of his country's confidence
and al)probation; that the Treasurers, or either of them, pay
him the same.
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The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Wednesday, May 8, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

Resolved, That each of the late Paymasters to the Troops
in this Province be al10wed two and a half per cent. on al1
Moneys received and paid away to such Troops, as a com-
pensation for their trouble and expenses.

Resolved, That Henry Giffard be appointed Commissary
to the Militia to be stationed at Cross- Creek.

Resolved, That Chapel Gee be appointed Commissary to
the Militia for the District of Halifax, and that either ~f the
Treasurers pay him two hundred Pounds, to enabl~ hll~ to
purchase Provisions for the present, he first entermg mto
bond to account for the same, and be al10wed in their
accounts with the publick.

On motion, Resolved, Th'at Mr. Council, Mr. Burke, Mr.
Rutherford, and Mr. Lock, be a Committee to. inquire con-
cerning the Salt taken on account of the pubhck at Cross-
Creek, and make report.

Resolved, That the present Paymaster pay up aU back
arrears due to the two first Regiments in this Province.

The Committee to inquire of ways and means the most
probable to prevent the desertion of Slaves, reported as fol-
lows, to wit:

Your Committee report that, in their opinion, it is expe-
dient to recommend it to aU masters and owners of slaves,
on the south side of Cape-lear River, to remove such male
slaves as are capable of bearing arms, or otherwise assisting
the enemy, into the country, remote fi'om the sea; and that
the commandin~ officer on that station be empowered to
remove all such slaves as are above described to sucb dis-
tance as he shal1 think safe, in case he perceives a necessity
for such movement, and that the recommendation here sug-
gested should not be properly attended to.

The Congress, taking the same into consideration, con-
curred therewith.

The Committee for taking into consideration the Petition
of Wills Cooper, reported as fol1ows :

That it appears to them that the said Benjamin Arundel
is indebted to the Petitioner one hundred and eighty-four
Pounds ten Shillings and nine Pence, (Virginia money,)
balance of a bond, with interest from the 22d of October,
1774; and also fifty-nine Pounds six Shillings and two
Pence, like money, balance of an account; that the said
Benjamin Arundel has absconded from this Colony, and
left some property in the County of Wake; that the Peti-
tioner's prayer, to be al10wed some remedy for securing the
said effects from being removed or wasted, is reasonable;
and your Committee humbly recommend that Trustees be
appointed to take the same into their care, that they may
be preserved for payment of the Petitioner, and any other
creditors of the said Benjamin Arundel, who shaU establish
their claims in such manner as shall be provided by any
ordinance in this Colony. Provided, nevertheless, that the
said Benjamin Arundel be at liberty to replevy any part of
his estate, so seized or taken, on his giving bond and ap-
proved security to Trustees for the payment of all debts
that shall be adjudged against him, and accruing costs.

The House, taking the same into consideration, concurred
therewith.

Resolved, That Michael Rogers and John llinton, Jun.,
be appointed Trustees, to take into their possession the
Estate of the said Benjamin Arundel, and preserve the same
till further orders from this Congress.

Resolved, That l\b-. John Webb, heretofore appointed to
purchase Arms for this Province, do deliver all the Arms,
by him purchased, to Colonel Jethro Sumner, for the uSe of
the Soldiers of the Third Regiment, under his command;
and that Mr. Webb take Colonel Sumner's receipt for the
same.

Resolved, That Edward Yarbrough be appointed En-
sign in Captain Jacob Turner's Company of Foot, in the
American Army, of the Third Regiment, in the room of
Benjamin :Morgan, resigned.

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay
into the hands of William Kennon, Esquire, Commissary to

the .First Regiment, two thousand Pounds, that he enter
into bond, with security, faithfully to accou~lt ~or the same,
and be allowed in their accounts with the pubhck.

The Chairn13n of the Committee of Claims reported that
Colonel Joseph Taylor was a110wed six hundred and si~ty-
two Pounds lour Shillings and two Pence, for the services
of the Granville Regiment of Militia; Colonel Charles Ea-
ton one hundred and sixty-nine Pounds six Shillings and
nin~ Pence, for services of the Granville Light-Horse; Ben..
net Crafton, twenty-three Pounds twelve Shillings, for ser,.
vices as Adjutant of the Militia in qranvill~ ~ounty; a~d
Peter Dauge, eighty-four Pounds eIght ShIllIngs and SIX
Pence, for bringing up Macknight's Negroes, and for hand-
cuffs.

The House, considering the same, concurred therewith. .
The Congress adjourned till to-morroW morning, nine

o'clock.

Thursday, May 9, 1776.

The Congress met according to afljournment.

Mr. Samuel Smith, one of the Delegates for the County
of Johnston, appeared, subscribed the Test, and took his
seat in Congress.

The Chairman of the Committee of Claims reported that
Philemon lIawkins was aUowed, for the services of his Re-
giment of 1\1ilitia on the late Currituck expedition,. and
aO'ainst the Insurgents, the sum of three hundred and tllll'ty-
t~o Pounds. two Shillings and seven Pence.

The House, considering the same, concurred therewith.

Resolved, That 1\11'.John Campbell, Mr. John Cowper,
Mr. 1'Villiam Johnston, Mr. Joseph Jones, 1\11'.George Mil-
ler, 1\11'.Richard Caswell, and Mr. Thomas Jones, be a
Committee to examine the Invoices and Papers laid before
this House by Mr. John W. Stanly, and make report
thereon.

The Committee to inquire concerning the Salt taken on
account of the pubIick at Cross- Creek, reported as follows:

Your Committee having considered the matter referred to
them, are of opinion that the proprietors ought to be allowed
six Shillings and eight Pence for each bushel of the Salt
taken at Cross-Creek on the publick account; which opinion
is humbly submitted to the Congress.

The House, considering the same, concurred therewith.

Resolved, That fifteen hundred Pounds be paid into the
hands of the Delegates for the County of JVlecklenburgh,
and by them paid to the Officers and Soldiers of the Mili-
tia of said County, now in the service of the Province, in
part of their pay, who have not had time to lay their ac-
counts before the publick; that the Treasurers, or either of
them, pay them the same, and be allowed in their accounts
with the publick; and that the said Delegates give bond and
security to account for the same.

Abraham Childers was brought before this Congress, pur-
suant to a former order, who was examined and discharged.

Resolved, That Arthur ltloore, of Orange County, be
allowed fifty-six Pounds for seven Rifle-Guns which Cornet
Abraham Childers purchased of him for the use of the Light-
Dragoons,under the commandof Captain Dickersonj that
the Treasurers, 01' either of them, pay him the same, and
be allowed in their accounts with the publick.

Resolved, That James McKinnie be reinstated Ensign in
Simon Alderson's Company, in the Fifth Regiment of the
American Army, in the room of Thomas Alderson, lately
appointed by this Congress.

Resolved, That 'Mr. Caswell, Mr. Thomas Jones, Mr.
Burke, Mr. Lock, and 1\11'.Ruthe1ford, be a Committee to
prepare and bring in a plan for the more conveniently pay-
ing the Militia who have or may serve in this Colony, and
for adjudging and paying all expenses incident to the Mili-
tia, when in actual service.

Resolved, That a Committee of the whole House be ap-
pointed to examine the Proceedings of the late P:ovincial
Council; to meet at the Court-House as soon as tIns House
rises, and that such Members attend as can conveniently.

Resolved, That an Arti1Iery Company, to consist of fifty
men, (Officers excluded,) be raised in this Province, under
the command of Captain John Vance, and ordered imme-
diately to join General .Ztfoore; and that James Bradly be
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appointed First Lieutenant, John Allen Second Lieutenant,
and John Kingsberry Ensign; and that the Officers and Pri-
vates of that Company be allowed the same pay as allowed
in the Artillery service on the Continental establishment;
and also the same allowance, bounty, and advance, as other
Troops raised in this Province.

Resolved, That Allen Jones and Thomas Jones, Es-
quires, two of the Delegates of this Congress, be appointed
to attend the Convention of the Colony of Virginia, for the
purpose of recommending to them the expediency of fitting
out two Armed Vessels at the expense of that Colony, to
act in conjunction with the Armed Vessels already fitted
out by this Colony, for the protection of the t\"ade at Ocra-
coke; and that they be allowed thirty Shillings per day

, while on that service; and that the Treasurers, or either of
them, advance forty Pounds to each, to be afterwards ac-
counted for.

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Jones, Mr. Joseph Jones, and
Mr. Thomas Boyd, be a Committee to inquire into the proofS
of the necessity of placing the Estate of Robert Murden into
the hands of Commissioners, for the purpose of securing his
creditors, (the said Robert Murden being said to have ab-
sconded this Colony, and joined Lord Dunmore,) and make
report thereof.

Resolved, That the sum of five hundred thousand Pounds,
including one hundred thousand Pounds already voted, be
emitted in Paper Bills of Credit, for the purpose of defray-
ing all the expenses of armaments, bounties, and other con-
tingencies, that shall occur in this Colony during the recess
of the Congress; and that the Bilis' for the additional four
hundred thousand Pounds be of the following denominations,
VIZ:

5,000 Bills, of 20 Dollars each,
5,000 Bills, of 15 Dollars each, -

10,000 Bi\Js, of 5 Dollars eaeh,
20,000 Bi\Js, of 10 Dollars each,
20,000 Bills, of 8 Dollars each,
20,000 Bi\Js, oC 6 Dollars each,
20,000 Bills, of 4 Dollars each,
20,000 Bills, of 3 Dollars each,
20,000 Bi\Js, of 2 Dollars each,
40,000 Bills, of 1 Dollar each,
80,000 Bills, of 1-2 Dollar each,
80,000 Bills, of 1-4 Dollar each,
80,000 Bills, of 1-8 Dollar each,
80,000 Bills, ofl-16 Dollar each,

- $100,000
75,000
50,000

200,000
160,000
120,000
80,000
60,000
40,000
40,000
40,000
20,000
10,000

5,000

500,000 Bills. $1,000,000
£400,000

Resolved, That this Province be pledged for the redemp-
tion of the said Bills of Credit by a Poll Tax, to commence
in the year 1780, and continue for twenty years afterwards,
unless otherwise provided by some future Congress, or com-
petent power in this Colony.

Resolved, That any person or persons who shall attempt
to depreciate the said Bills of Credit, by refusing to receive.
the same in payment of any debt or contract, or by speak-
ing or writing with intention to lessen their credit and cur-
rency, shall be considered as inimical to America; and that
any person or persons who shall counterfeit, alter, or deface,
or direct]yor indirectly utter, pass, pay, or circulate, any
Bill or Bills, counterfeited, altered, or defaced, knowing the
same to be so, shall be liable to such proceedings and penal-
ties as are provided by a Resolve of the ConO'ress, held at
lIillsborough on the 21st day of August, 1775~ for prevent-
ing the like abuse with relation to Bills of Credit emitted by
the said Congress.

.

Resolved, That Thomas Benbury,John Kinchen, John
Johnston, and lJ;Jemucan lInnt, Esquires, or the survivor or
survivors of them, be Commissioners for employing proper
persons to engrave the Plates for the said Bills, under
the same regulations as are directed by a Resolve of this
Congress, passed on the 22d of April last; and that Wil-
liam Haywood, John Webb, William Williams, and David
Sumner, Esquires, be Commissioners for the purpose of sign-
ing the said Bills of Credit, under the like regulations as
provided by the Resolve aforesaid.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, nine
o'clock.

Frjday~ May 10, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

Resolved, That Captain John Chace be allowed the fur-
ther sum of thirty Pounds, for Gunpowder received from
him by the Committee of Perquimans County; that the
Treasurers, or either of them, pay him the same, and be
allowed in their accounts with the publick.

Resolved, That the Executors or Administrators of Joseph
Montfort, Esq., deceased, late Treasurer, be directed to
appear at the sitting of the next Congress; to adjust and
settle his account with the publick.

Resolved, That Charles Maloy, Colin Campbell, and
James lHcEachcn, be allowed six Pounds each, for their
attendance as evidences at this Congress against sundry
persons suspected of being inimical to the rights of Ame-
'flca.

Whereas it is represented to this Congress that the Militia
service will be greatly delayed in the County of Pasquo-
tank, unless advance money be paid to such as are induced
into the Army, arising from the necessity the inhabitants of
the said County were under in the purchase of Corn and
other provisions, 'the same being a]most totally destroyed by
a storm on the 2d day of September last. The notoriety of
which this Congress being sensible of,

Do Resolve, That the sum of forty Shillings be advanced
to each of the Militia of Pasqllotank, who shall either' enter
the service as volunteers, or are drafted, to reinforce the
Army under the General Officer of the Colony; and that
the Treasurer pay tQ the Delegates of the said County the
sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds, to be delivered to
Colonel Peter Dauge, to be advanced to the Soldiers now
to be raised, who shall, on the receipt thereof, give bond
with good security for the due application of the said money,
to answer the purpose of this Resolution.

Resolved, That no Officer or Soldier of the Militia or
Regulars in this Colony shall press any Wagon or Wagons,
Horse or Horses, Arms, 01'other things, of any nature what-
soever, unless authorized thereto by \Varrants, under the
hands and seals of two of the Members of the Committee
of the Town or County where such press shall be neces-
sary, which Committee Memhers shall not be themselves
Offict'rs; and every Officer or Soldier, before be sbalJ pre-
sume to press anything as before-mentioned, shaH demand
tbe same peaceably from the owner or possessDr thereof,
and in case of refusal, shall produce the warrant aforesaid
before he proceeds to press. And every Officer or Soldier
who shall offend against this resolve, shall forfeit and pay
ten Pounds for every such offence to the person injured,
and be moreover liable to the action or actions of the party
grieved, to be recovered before any jurisdiction which shall
ha ve cognizance thereof; and every Horse, \V agon, or
thing, so pressed, shaU be valued by three indifferent per-
sons, upon oath, and certificate thereof given by such valuers
to the owner or possessor from whom the same shall be
pressed, in order that if tbe same shaU not be restored to
such owner or possessor, he may be aHowed the valuation
by the puLlick.

Resolved, That the above Resolve be published in all
the Gazettes of this Province for three months.

Resolved, That Nathaniel Rochester, Esquire, be ap-
pointed Deputy Commissary-General of Military and other
Stores in this Colony for the use of the Continental Army,
and that he be allowed the same allowance as provided by
the Continental Congress for such officer, and that he give
security in ten thousand Pounds, for the faithful discharge
of the trust reposed in him.

Resolved, That John Pendleton take into his possession
a certain Negro Girl called Nan, he having suggested to
this Congress that Mr. Thomas ltlacknight, who hath ab-
sconded this Colony, had only a property to one-balf of the
said Negro, and that the property to the other half is in the
said John Pendleton, upon his entering into bond, with good
security, to his Honour the President, in the sum of one
hundred and forty Pounds, conditioned to be answerable for
the value of said Negro and her yearly hire, when hereafter
demanded, and make his title to the said one-half of said.
Negro appear, before such judicature as may hereafter be
appointed to determine aU such cases.

Resolved, That William lleath be allowed twelve Pounds
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for a Horse pressed fi'om him, and delivered to Captain
Nathaniel Keais,of the Second Regiment; that the Trea-
surers, or either of them, pay him the same, and be allowed
in their accounts with the publick.

Resolved, That the Commissioners for employing Artifi-
cers to strike five hundred thousand Pounds in Bills of
Credit, be empowered to apply to the Delegates of this
Colony, or either of them, in the Continental Congress, to
purchase paper for the Bills of Credit voted by this Con-
gress to be emitted, to send the same to this Colony with all
possible expedition; and that they, or either of them, apply
to the Continental Treasury for the money necessary for
such purpose, for and on account of this Colony; and that
the said Commissioners be also empowered to purchase any
Paper or other materials necessary for such emission in this
or the adjacent Colonies, and that they be allowed all ex-
penditures in this behalf made, to be paid by the Treasurers,
or either of them, on being allowed by such power as shall
be appointed in the recess of the Congress.

Resolved, That the Deputy Commissary-General of Mili-
tary and other Stores, deliver out, in equal proportions, all
the Osnaburghs, Dutch Stripes, Roma]s, Check, &c., pur-
chased for the use of the Continental Troops raised in this
Province, to the Colonels of the respective Regiments,
taking their receipts for the same.

The Committee appointed to examine the Invoices and
Papers laid before the House by Mr. John TV. Stanly, re-
port that they have examined the said Invoices and Papers,
whereby it appears to your Committee that Mr. Stanly hath
charged the publick twenty per cent. on one thousand six
hundred and sixty Pounds three Shillings and seven Pence,
amounting to three hundred and thirty-two Pounds, for risk
and trouble on the importation of sundry Goods and Mer-
chandises in the said Invoices mentioned, when in fact the
risk was Messieurs Isaac Vanbibber and Company's, and a
commission charged by Mr. Stanly to them for sales of the
said goods; and the allowance of twenty pet' cent. by the
Congress was intended to be made to the adventurer, and
of course ought to go to the credit of Van~ibber ~ Co.,
which, when so applied, and a proper state of the accounts
between Mr. Stanly and Messieurs Vanbibber ~ Co. is ad-
verted to, it will be found that a balance of forty-three
Pounds fourteen Shillings and seven Pence is due from Mr.
Stanly to Messieurs Vanbibber 8; Co., after the sum express-
ed in a note passed by Mr. ~McKim to Mr. Stanly is deduct-
ed, and that he ought in justice to pay them the same.

The House taking the same into consideration,
Resolved, That the said Report be concurred with, and

that Mr. James Green, in whose hands the said Note was
lodged, deliver up the same to Mr. McKim.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morninO" eiO"ht
o'clock. 0' 0

Saturday, May I I, 1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

Resolved, That the Militia now to be drafted fi'om the
Districts of Bali rax, Edenton, Newbern , and Wilmino-ton,ii' b ,
shall not be oblIged to serve longer than three months from
the time of their inlistment.

Resol~ed, !hat Peter Dagzw be appointed Colonel,
Drury Gee, LIeutenant-Colonel, James Hogan, First Major
and George Wynn, Second Major, to command that part of
the Militia to be drafted from the District of Edenton and
Hal~fax; and that John Tillman be appointed Second Ma-
jor of the Militia to be drafted from the Districts of Newbern
and Wilmington.

Ordered, That the Rev. John D'IcLeoud, who was
brought to this Congress on suspicion of his havinO" acted
inimical to the rights of America, be discharged f~m his
further attendance.

Resolved, That Mr. President, Messieurs John Green
and David Barron, and all other persons, deliver the Store~
in thei: possession, belongin~, to this Province, to the Deputy
CommIssary-General of Mlhtary and other Stores takinO"
his receipt for the same. '

0

T
Reso~ved, That the Tr~asurers, or either of them, pay

]i,athanzel !lochester, EsqUIre, Deputy-Commissary, a sum
not exceedmg one thousand Pounds, to enable him to hire

Wagons, &c., to remove the Stores, and that they be allow-
ed the same in their accounts with the publick.

Ordered, That Angus CampbeTl's Parole to Cumberland
be enlarged for one month, before he goes to Granville.

Resolved, That Mr. Robert Rowan, and Mr. Peter Mal-
lett, be directed to deliver the remaining part of the three
thousand five hundred bushels of Salt, contracted for at
C1'oss-Creek by the different Counties, to the different
Trustees appointed for that purpose.

Resolved, That each of the Treasurers, the Paymaster,
and the CommiSl!iiaryof Stores, be furnished with a Blank-
Book, of those imported into Halifax by the late Governour
Martin.

Resolved, That Mr. President, Mr. Caswell, Mr. TVillie
Jones, Mr. Alexander Telfair, and Mr, Archibald Hamil-
ton, be appointed a Committee to state the Accounts of
this Province with the United Colonies for the expenditures
since the commencement of hostilities between Great Bri-
tain and the Colonies, and to transmit the same, certified
under their hands, or the hands of a majority of them, to the
Continental Congress.

Resolved, That Henry G~ffard, Commissary of the Mili-
tia to be stationed at Cross-Creek, enter into bond, in the
sum of one thousand Pounds, for the faithful discharge of
that office" and to account for all such lVI{meys th,at shall
come to Ius hands; and that the Treasurers, or either of
them, pay him two hundred Pounds, and be allowed in their
accounts with the publick.

Whereas it appears to this Congress that the conduct of
Felix Kenan, Sheriff of Duplin County, hath been inimical
to the liberties of America, and thereby rendered himself
truly unw,orthy to execute any longer the trust and confi-
dence reposed in him by his appointment as Sheriff; and
whereas the said FeHx hath received considerable sums of
publick money, and hath not accounted for the same,

Resolved, That the said Felix Kenan be, and herehy
is, suspended fi'om the office of Sheriff of the said County
of Duplin.

Resolved further, That the said Felix Kenan do, within
one month after the passing hereof, return an exact account,
on oath, of all such publick Moneys as he shall have collect-
ed from the inhabitants of the said County, and pay the
same into the hands of the publick Treasurer of the South-
ern District of this Province.

Jesse Goodwin, a Soldier in the service of this Colony,
having been dangerously wounded, and rendered incalJable
for some time to come to get a subsistence by his labour,

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, pay to
the said Jesse Goodwin the sum of twenty-eight Pounds,
and be allowed in their accounts with thepublick.

Read the Petition of Mr. Joseph Jones, Joshua Campbell,
James Ferebee, and William Burges, of Pasquotank Coun-
ty, praying relief, &c.

Resolved, That Mr. Allen Jones, Mr. John Cowper, Mr.
Thomas Burke, and Mr. Thomas Jones, be appointed a
Committee to consider, hear testimony, and make report of
and concerning the facts set forth in the above Petition.

Resolved, That Mr. John Bradford, Mr. Willis Alston,
Mr. Benjamin D'lcCulloch, and Mr. Green Hill, be appoint-
ed Commissioners for signing the Bills of Credit, directed
by this Congress to be emitted, in addition to those heret(j-
fore appointed; and that they be under the same rules and
regulations for their conduct, and entitled to the same al-
lowance, as the Commissioners formerly appointed.

Resolved, That the Com~issary of Stores deliver out to
the Commissioners of the Armed Vessels belonging to this
Province, in the D\§tricts of Edenton, Newbern, and 1Vil-
mington, such Stores' as the said Commissioners shall apply
for, necessary for fitting the said Vessels; and also six bolts of
Osnaburghs, and thirty-six pieces of qIecks or striped Linen,
for clothing the Seamen belonging to the said Vessels.

Resolved, That the Commissary of Stores be empowered
to purchase coarse Linens, and other necessary clothing
for the Army; and that he be allowed and paid for the
same, with all necessary expenses, by the Treasurers, or
either of them, when passed by the Executive power of
Government.

'Whereas it appears, by the Report of the Committee of
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Accounts, that there is at this time in the hands of 'Matthew
Locke, Esquire, the sum of two thousand nine hundred and
eighty-six Pounds thirteen Shi1lings and nine Pence half-
Penny, belonging to the publick:

It is therclore Resolved, That the said Matthew Locke
do pay unto such of the S~ldiers who inlisted with Colonel
Alexander .Martin, in the Second Regiment, and who actu-
ally served the full time of their inlistment, or at least six
months thereof, and now discharged, the sum of forty Shil-
lings each, as a bounty, the same never having been paid
tlH'm; and that Mr. Locke also pay oft' all arrears to those
Soldiers, and who are now in the Counties of Rowan, Surry,
G ui{ford, and Anson; and that the Soldiers now in acttlal
service with Colonel Martin, at Cape-Pear, be paid their
bounty money and arrears by the Paymaster-General, and
the balance remaining be paid by the said 1Uatthew Locke
to the Militia Officers and Soldiers in Rowan County.

On motion, Resolved, The House resolve itself into a
Committee of the Whole, to take into consideration a tem-
porary Civil Constitution.

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the whole
House accordingly, and chose John Campbell, Esquire,
Chairman; and after some time spent therein, came to sun-
dry Resolutions.

Then, on motion, Mr. President resumed the Chair, and
Mr. Chairman reported as f01l0ws, to wit:

Resolved, That this Congress choose by ballot one per-
son, and each District two persons, who sha1l serve as a
Council of Safety for this Colony from the end of this session
until the meeting of the next Congress; and that no person
holding any Military office, from which he receives or ex-
pects profit, nor any person holding a lucrative office under
any Military Commanders in particular, or the Army in
general, sha1l be capable to act as a member of the said
Council, Officers and Commanders of the Militia only ex-
cepted.

Resolved, That from the end of this present session, for
and during the time aforesaid, the said Council of Safety, or
a majority of them, shall be vested with full power [lnd au-
thority to do and execute aU acts and things necessary for
the defence al]d protection of the people of this Colony;
provided that their power shall not extend to alter, suspend,
or abrogate any Resolution of this or any former Congress,
or to emit any Bills of Credit, or levy any Taxes on the
people, or impose any Duties or Imposts on Goods or Mer-
chandise to be imported or exported, or give orders to
draw on the Continental Treasury, or to erect any Office
or Oftlces, Courts or jurisdictions, or to try, adjudge, or
condemn, any person or persons, for any offence, civil or
criminal, except where expressly permitted by resolve of
this Congress.

Resolved, That nothing herein contained shall be con-.
strued to extend to prevent the said Council of Safety from
examining and committing any person or persons who may
be accused, on oath, of practices inimical to America, or to
restrain any person or persons from departing this Colony
by sea.

Resolved, That the said Council of Safety be empower-
ed to direct the Treasurers of this Colony, on any urgent
exigency, to draw on the Continental Treasury, on the ac-
count and credit of this Colony, for any sums not excecding
thirty thousand Pounds in the whole.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety have full power
and authority to establish Courts of Admiralty at the Ports
of Edenton, Bath, lVewbem, and -"Vilmington, and to ap-
point a Judge at each of the said Ports, to sit, hear, and
determine all maritime matters cognizable in Courts of Ad-
miralty; and to authorize and empower the Judges so to be
appointed to nomin[lte and appoint one Register and one
:!\Iarshal at each of the said Ports, "nd all other officers
necessary for the purpose of carrying into execution the
determinations and decrees of the said Courts; and that all
the proceedings, determinations, and decrees of the said
Courts of Admiralty shall be consonant and agreeable to
the Rules and Regulations laid down by the Continental
Congress; and that the Judges, and other Officers of said
Courts, shall take such Fees only as are directed to be taken
by the laws of this Province; and that each and every Jury-
man attending the said Courts shall be entitled to the same
allowances as directed by the last Jury law.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety have full

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. V.

and authority to nomin[lte and appoint Commissioners at
each of the Ports of Currituck, Roanoke, Bath, Bea/{(ort,
and Brunsw.itk, for the purpose of taking Bonds and grant-
ing Certificates to Masters of Vessels about to depmt the
said Ports, in order that the Rules and Re!;ulation,s pre-
scribed by the Continental and this Congress may be fully
observed and carried into execution.

Resolved, That the Qualification and Test taken by the.
Congress shall also be taken by the Members of the Coun-
cil of Safety before they be allovvedto act. .

Resolved, That the Provincial Council, and the Com-
mittees of Safety for each Distriet, be, and tl18Yare hereuy,
dissolved.

Resolved, That all matters heretofore had or taken cogni-
zance of by the late Provincial Council, or the several late
Committees of Safety of tlris Province, and undetermined,
with all the proceedings thercon, shall be laid before, and
taken cognizance of, by the Council of Safety.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety shall sit from day
to day, at such convenient place or places as they may think
prudent and proper, for the transaction of business; and shall
receive, for each day's travelling and attendance, tlIP sum
of twenty Shillings, Proclamation money, and be paid the
necessary ferriages.

The House, taking the same into consideration, concurred
therewith.

Whereas, a number of Claims against this Province, for
services done and performed against the Highlanders and
Regulators, in consequence of their late insurrection, remain
unsettled,

Resolved, That tire Council of Safety ue empowered to
adjust, settle, and allow tire same, and all other matters
relating to the expenses of the Army heretofore had or in-
curred.

The House proceeded to lD[lke choice of one, and the
Districts of twelve, proper persons to compose the Council
of Safety of this Province; when the following were agreed
upon, viz: Willie Jones, Esquire, for the Congress; James
Coor and John s,"'irnpson,Esqs., tor the District of Ne'U.bern;
Thomas Jones and Whitmell HI'll, Esgs., for the District of
Edenton; Thomas Eaton and Joseph John fVilliams, Esqs.,
for the District of Halifax; Cornelius Harnett and Samuel
Ashe, Esqs., for the District of Wilm'i'l1gton; Thomas Per-
son and John Rand, Esqs., for the District of Hillsborough;
JIezekiah Ale;"cander and William ShOl]Je, Esquires, for tlre
District of Salisbury.

Resolved, That the said Council shall vote by Distriets.

The Committee appointed to prepare and bring in a plan
for the more conveniently paying the Militia who have or
niay serve 111this Colony, and fix adjudging and paymg all
expenses incident to the Militia when in actual service,
report: That your Committee are of opinion that one "Vagon-
master should be appointed by Ihe Field-Oftlcers of every
Battalion, when entering on actual service, suuject to be
removed or rejected by the Brigadier-General. That the
Commissaries should every morning make a return to the
'Vagonmaster of tbe Provisions; \vhich the Wagonm::lster,
having examined and compared, ought to return, signed and
certified, to the Commanding Oftlcer. That tbe Wagon-
master should attend, as his special duty, to the arrangement
of the "Vagons; taking care that, every morning, no more
begin the march than one for every ton weight of Provisions,
except where there may be half a ton or upwards over and
above what will make a ton for every 'Vagon but one, in which
case the one Wagon should be kept in service until so much
is consumed as to reduce it below half a ton; and in all
cases where the quantity over a ton for each .Wagon is less
than half a ton, the overplus ought to be distributed into the
otlrer .Wagons as equally as may be. That el'ery morning
all tire empty Wagons be discharged; eaeh 'Vagon having
first obtained a certificate from the 'Vagonmaster, settin!f
forth the number of days it hac! been in service, and th:
place where discharged, and the distance to return. That
for every twenty miles of such return distance, each 'Vagon
to be allowed twenty shillings f()r every day's pay. That
every Wagonmaster be allowed the pay and rations of a
Major.

Your Committee are further of Opi11ion, that one Pay-
master should be appointed for every Militia Brirrade, and

power aHowed a Commission of two. and a half pel' ce~t. on all
86
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'moneys he shall pay away. That once in every month
(or at the end of an expedition, if the same shall not con-

'tinue a month) the Commanding Officer of each Battalion
shall cause to be made out a Pay-Roll of his Battalion, set-
'ling forth the number of days each Officer and Soldier has
!been in actual service under his command: each Company
tto be in a separate list, and proved by the oath of the Cap-
'<tarn, or next Commanding Officer; which Pay-Roll the
said Commanding Officer shall cause to be delivered to the
Paymaster of his Brigade, signed by such Commanding
Officer; and the Paymaster shall pay to the Captain of
every Company the pay which shall appear due to such
Company by the Pay-Roll, and every Oaicer the pay which
shall appear due to him; and every "\Yagoner should be
cntitled to receive fi'om such Paymaster al1 the pay which
shall appear due to him by the Wagonmaster's certificate.

The House, taking the same into consideration, concurred
therewith.

The Congress a(ljourned till Monday morning, ten o'clock.

Mond~y, May 13,1776.

The Congress met according to adjournment.

Resolved, That when any person shall be suspected of a
design to remove himself or his property out of this Colony,
an affidavit shall be made before any Member of the County
Committee where the person suspected shall reside, the
said Member of Committee shall issue a warrant to some
officer, who shall be indifferent in point of interest, Jo bring
the said suspected person before the Committee of the
County at the next meeting; and such officer is hereby
empowered and required to take security, in such sum as
the Committee-man shal1 direct, by endorsement on the
back of his warrant, to appear before the said Committee
at the next succeeding meeting; and in case such suspected
person shall not give such security, the officer shall com-
mit him. And when such suspected person shall appear,
or be brought before the Committee, they shall examine
into the proofs and allegations; and if it shall appear to them
that such suspicion is well founded, they shall order that he
gi\.e security to answer whatever elaim or claims may be
made to appear against him, or stand further committed.
And where any person shall have actuaJlyabsconded out
of this Colony, or so conceals himself, or makes resistance,
that he cannot be brought before the Committee, and the
same shall he made appear by affidavit, to the satisfaction
of one or more Committee-men, such Committee-man shall
isslle a warrant to some sufficient person, not being interested,
to take possession of all, or so much of the effects of such
absconding person, as shall be sufficient to satisfy the de-
mands of any creditor or creditors who shall apply and
make oath of sllch demands; provided, that the said effects
shall not be subject to be sold, or otherwise disposed of,
until judgment shall be obtained in some court of justice
hereafter to be established.

.. In Committee of Secrecy, War, and Correspondence.

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Congress to
allow Mrs. Ealbeck the sum of five Pounds, for the use of
a Room, Candles, Fire, &c., for this Committee."

The House concurred therewith.

Resolved, That the following persons be discharO'ed from
their further attendance on Congress, to wit: Hngh J}1cDon-
ald, John McDonald, Daniel Cameron, James ,McDonald,
and Daniel McLean.

Whereas it has been thought necessary to fit out three Arm-
ed Vessels for the protection of the trade of this Province:

Resolved, That the following sums be paid the Officers
and Seamen employed on board the said Vessels, by the
month, to wit:

Captain, wages, £ IO 00 Carpenter, £5 0 0
"table, 4 0 Clerk, 5 0 0

Lieutenant, 8 0 Armourer, - 4 10 0
Master, 8 0 Cooper, 4 10 0
Mate, - 5 15 Capt. of Marines, 8 0 0
Doctor, 8 0 Marines, :2 13 4
Boatswain, 5 0 Seamen complete, 4 0 0
Gunner, - 5 0

"
not complete, 3 0 0

That aU other Officers on board Vessels of equal force and
burden, the same regulations and pay as by the Continental
-establishment.

Resolved, That the following persons be appointed Pay-
masters to tb(~ Militia, viz: Mr. William Green, for the
District of Halifax; :Mr. ~Matthew Lock, for the District
of Sab:sbury; Mr. James Council, for the District of Wil-
mington; Mr. Thomas Burke, for the District of Hillsbo-
TOugh; Mr. Tflilliam Blount, for the District of Newbern;
and Mr. Day Ridley, for the District of Edenton.

Resolved, That the Paymasters of the Mi]itia of this'
Colony givG bond, with security, each in the sum of ten
thousand Pounds, for the faithful application of money in-
trusted to them.

.Resolved, That every Householder in the County of
Surry shall have a right to sit and va to in Committees for
said County, they being elected by persons having a right
to vote agreeable to a Resolve of the last Congress, at
Hillsborollgh.

Resolved, That Thomas JJiander be discharged from his
parole.

Resolved, That Thomas Eaton, Esq., be appointed Co-
lonel of the Militia for the County of Bute, in the room of
Philemon Hawkins, Jun., resigned.

Re.wlved, That Croondates Davis, Clerk of the Com-
mittee of Safety for the District of Halifax, be allowed ten
Pounds for his services.

Resolved, That JJlemucan I:Tunt, Clerk of the Committee
of Safety for the District of Hillsborough, be allowed ten
Pounds for his sen-ioes.

Resol1'ed, That William Burke be discharged from his
parole to Northampton, and that he be enlarged.

Resolved, That any per30n, inhabitant of this Colony,
who shall hereafter take arms against America within the
said Colony, or shall give intelligence or aid to the open
enemies thereof, and shall be convictod of the facts by vote
of Congress, or by any judicial power hereafter to be ap-
pointed, shall forfeit all his goods and chattels, lands and
tenements, to the people of the said Colony, to be disposed
of by the Congress, or other general representation thereof;
and moreover be considered (when taken) as a prisoner of
war, unless the sentence shall be mitigated or pardoned by
the Congress, or other genera] representation.

Mr. Battle and J\Tr. Nash have leave of absence.

Whereas it hath been represented to this Congress that
a division of the Committee of Observation of Pasquotank
County will give ease and facility to the despatch of publick
busine5s within thcir department, as a wide river runs through
said County, near the middle thereof:

Resolved, That the said Copnty, for this particular pur-
pose, be, and it is hereby, divided into two distinct and
separate Districts, North and South, by the middle of the
River; and that a Committee, to consist of thirteen persons
in each District, a majority of whom shall be a quorum,
shall be elected on the third ]tEonday in June next, at such
places in each District as the present Committee shall ap-
point, publick notice of which, by advertisements, the Clerk
is .hereby directed to give twenty days, at least, previous
thereto, at not kss than two of the most publick places in
each District; and these elections shall be conduoted, and
those Committees so to be elected, regulated and governed,
by the same rules and restrictions now in force, made and
entered into for the purpose of institUting County Com-
mittees by the last Congress at Hillsborough, and also f(Jr
amendin~ the same by this present Congress.

Resolved, That the Committee of Pasquotank County,
after the third Alonday of June next, be, and is hereby, dis-
solved; and that all matters and things therein pendant, at
that time undetermined, shall be transferred to, and deter-
mined hy, the Committt:e of the District where such matter
originated, with all the papers thereunto appertaining.

ResolL'ed, That the Committees of both Districts be at
large to meet at any time or place where they themselves
shall think proper, provided that the time and place of the
first meeting of each of those C~mmittees be fixed by the
present Committee before their dissolution; provided, also,
that the Committees of each District may meet at the Court-
House on the days appointed for the first day of each
Court, to act in conjunction, and be consolidated.

Resolved, That Alexander iHcCortle be aHowed nineteen
Pounds tcn Shillings for a Wagon, Team, and Driver, on the
late expedition to Cross- Creek against the Tories; that the
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Treasurers, or either of them, pay him the same, and be
allowed in their accounts with the publick.

The Committee appointed to settle the Rations, and the
price to be allowed the Commissaries for Victualling the
Army, are of opinion that the Commissaries furnish the
Troops the same Rations and Allowance as directed by
the Continental Congress, or money to the value, in case
any part of said allowance cannot be supplied; for which
the Commissaries shall receive ten Pence per Ration, they
paying all necessary carriage while their respective Regi-
ments remain in this Province.

The House taking the same into considemtion, concurred
therewith.

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, supply
each of the Commissaries appointed by this Congress to the
Continental Troops, stationed in this Province, the sum of
two thousand Pounds, they first giving bond and security
each in the sum of ten thousand Pounds.

Resolved, That the Treasurers, or either of them, supply
each of the Commissaries appointed by this Congress to the
Independent Companies stationed on the Sea-Coast, the
sum of two hundred and fifty Pounds for each Company
supplied by them, they first giving bond and security each
in the sum of three thousand Pounds.

Resoh,ed, That James Hepburnbe permitted his parole
to Charlottetown, in JtIecklenburgh County, with permission
to go anywhere within two miJes distance from the said
Town; and that he have safe conduct for himself to go
from lIalifax to the said Town within two weeks from this
time, and for his family and effects from Cross- Creek to the
said Town of Charlotte within three months from this time.

Resolved, That if any person or persons shall conceive
himself or themselves aggrieved by ariy Resolve, Order, or
determination, of the Council of Safety, that, in that case, an
appeal shall and may be had to the next Congress.

Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed to pur-
chase Horses in the District of lIillsborough, be, and are
hereby empowered to draw upon the Treasurers, or either
of them, for a sum not exceeding one thousand three hun-
dredPounds, and that each of the Commissioners for the
said District give bond, with good and sufficient security, in
the sum of one thousand Pounds.

Resolved, That the Commissioners appointed to pur-
chase Horses in the District of Salisbury, be, and they are
hereby empowered to draw upon the Treasurers, or either
of them, for a sum not exceeding two thousand five hun-
dred Pounds, and that each of the Commissioners for the
said Districtgive bond, with good and sufficient security, in
the sum of one thousand five hundred Pounds.

Resolved, That if any person or persons shall conceive
himself or themselves aggrieved by any Resolve, Order, or
determination, of any County or Town Committee, that, in
that case, an appeaJ shall and may be had to the Council of
Safety, and their determination shall be final, first giving
bond and security to prosecute such appeal with effect.

Resolved, That the Commissaries for the :Militia no",; un-
der marching orders, be empowered to receive from the
Commissary of Stores a sufficient quantity of the Provisions
he1'etofore purchased on account of the publick, to victual
the said }lilitia, and that such Commissaries be charged the
price the same cost; and also that the Treasurers be em-
powered to advance to each of the said Commissaries the
sum of two hundred Pounds, on giving bond with security,
as heretofore directed.

Resolved, That Mr. Charles Jacocks be appointed Com-
missary of the Militia for the District of Edenton when on
actual march.

The Congress adjourned till to-morrow morning, eight
o'clock.

Colonel TVilliam Kennon act as Commissary to them, in easc'
they have no Commissary of their own.

Resolved, That Colonel Nicholas Long be a]Jowed seven~
ty-two Pounds three ShilJings and seven Pence for sundry
persons standinO" on Guard, Rations, Liquors, &c., as per
account; that the Treasurers, or either of them, pay him the'
same, and be allowed in their accounts with the publick.

Resolved, That Alexander Long be allowed five Pounds
for goinO"express to Salisbury; that the Treasurers, or either
of them~ pay the same, and be allowed in their accounts
with the publick.

Resolved, That the Trc,!surers be, and are hereby or-
dered to pay to each of the Paymasters of the Militia Bri-
gades one month's pay, to be ascertained by producing to
the Treasurer who shall pay the money, a Roll containing
the naIl)es of all the Officers and Soldiers who shall begin
their march on actual service, signed by the Commanding
Officer of the respective Battalions to which the said men
and Officers belong, and a list of all the Wagons which
shalJ be actualJy employed to attend the march, certified by
the "Vagonmaster, and countersigned by the Commanding
Officers of the Battalions respec:tirely ; which Rolls so sign-
ed and certified, together with the order or receipt of the
Paymaster, shall be vouchers for the Treasurer, who shall
produce the same upon the settlement of his account with
the publick.

And whereas Detachments have been ordered from each
of the Brigades of Militia in this Colony by the Congress,
and it will be necessary that the Treasurers pay to such
Paymaster a sum of Money necessary for one month's pay
of the said Detachments, and of the .Wagons which may be
requisite,

Resoh'ed, That the Treasurers pay to the said Paymas-
ters one month's pay for such Detachments as have been
ordered fmm each respective'Brigade, and one month's pay
of Wagons, at the rate of one .Wagon for every fifty men in
such Detachments; provided that no Commanding Officer
or Wagonmaster of any Battalion shalJ give more than one
such Roll or Certificate to any Paymaster within anyone
month during the same expedition, under the penalty of ten
thousand Pounds.

Resolved, That George Dm.:idson be allowed thirty-nine
Pounds, for Wagon-hire from Rowan to Cross- Creek, in the
expedition against the Highlanders; that the Treasurers, or
either of them, pay him the same, and be allowed in their
accounts with the pubick.

Resolved, That William Knox be alJowed thirty-two
Pounds five Shillings, for Wagon-hire from Rowan to Cross-
CJ'eek, in the expedition against the Highlanders; that the
Treasurers, or either of them, pay him the same, and be
allowed in their accounts with the publick.

Resolved, That the Commissaries of the Continental Army
have power to take such Provisions as they may think neces-
sary for the service from the publick Stores, and that they
account for it at the price which the Commissioners charged,
and that the same shall be considered as so much money
paid on account of the sum voted to be advanced to them.

Resolved, That the Stray Books in the hands of Joseph
Hughes (the present Stray master) in Rowan, be imme-
diately taken from him, and put in the hands of John Gra-
ham, who is hereby appointed to that office, and. that he
be allowed the same fees as allowed by Acts of Assembly
in that case.

Resolved, That Alexander McAli.ster be appointed Stray-
master for the County of Cumberland, Nathaniel Riclwrd-
son for the County of Bladen, and John Dent for th~
County of Guilford; and that they take possession of the
Books and Papers belonging to the said Offices.

Resolved, That in case of the death, removal, resignation,
or disqualification of any Member of the Council of Safety,
the remaining Members shall fill up the vacancy, by elect-

Tuesday, May 14, 1776. ing one from the said District.
The Congress met according to adjournment. Resolved That the Mone y allowed for discharainO" the, 0

'"Resolved, That the Quartermaster-General, Nicholas claims of the MiJitia of the County of Orange, be paid into
Long, Esq., be directed to furnish the Troops now march- the hands of iVathaniel Roclwster, Esq., to be by him paid
ing to tbe assistance of this Province from Virginia, with to the Officers in whose name the same was allowed, on the
all Barracks, Wagons, Provisions, and such artieles as may said Office)"s giving to him the Pay-Roll by which the
be necessary for them on their march from this place to same was allowed, or a copy thereof; which Pay-Roll shall
Cape-Fear; and that on the arrival of the Troops there, be filed by the Secretary of this Congress.

'*'
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Resolved, . That the Commissary of Stores charge fifteen
per cent. on aU the Stores which he shall furnish to any
Officer or Soldier on his private account, for the benefit
of the publick, to be applied towards d(~fraying incidental
charges; and that the said Commissary furnish the Pay-
master with an account of all such Stores so furnished, every
month, to be deducted from the pay of the Officer or Soldier
to whom the same shall have been furnished.

Resolved, That the ensuing Congress shall be held at the
'Town of Halifax, on the 10th day of November next, unless
sooner ordered and directed by the Council of Safety.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety have power to
compel all SheriffS, and other CoUectors of Taxes and Du-
ties, to account for all sums of ::Vloneyfor which they may be
accountable, and to pay the balances which shall app8ar
due into the hands of the Treasurers.

Resolved, That Mr. James Coor and Mr. James Green,
Jun., be appointed to revise and correct for the Press the
Journal of the Proceedings of this Congress.

Resolved, That the Secretary, as soon as the Congress
rises, furnish a ['lir copy of the Journal, and deliver the same
to :Mr. James Davis, who is desired to print, and send five
copies to each County, to the Delegates thereof, and one
copy to each County and Town Committee.

The Committee appointed to take under consideration the
Petition of Joseph Jones ~. Co., reported as follows:

Your Committee having fully inquired into the facts set
forth in the Petition, are of opinion that the same are just
and true; but as there appears a probability that some things
may yet be saved, your Committee are of opinion that the

nett loss cannot be ascertained until the amount of such
saved artie!es (salvage deducted) can be extracted fi'om the
gross loss; and when the samc can be done, and satisfaetory
proof thereof made, your Comrnittee think the said Messrs.
Joseph Jones Sf Co. should be considered as persons injur..
cd by the said John Goodrich, to the amount of such nett
loss. The estimate and bill of lading are annexed, which
are all submitted to the Congress.

The House, taking the same into consideration, concurred
therewith.

Resolved, That an Election be held in the County of
Edgecomb, first giving the usual notice in such cases, for
electing a Member in said Connty, to sit and yote in Con.
gress, in the room of }[enry Irwin, who is disqualified by
holding a commission in tbe Military service; that the same
be conducted under the same Rules and Regulations as
Elections heretofore takf'n, and the said Election may be
held any time between tbe 10th day of Jilne and the 10th
day of October, 1776.

Resolved, That the Tlmnks of this House be given to
the Honourable Samuel Johnston, Esq., for his able, faithful,
and assiduons discharge of the high and important duty of
President of this Congress; having in that, as in all other
stations, approved himsdf the firm and liberal patron of
liberty, and a wise and zealous friend and assertel' of the
rights of mankind.

Ordered, That the foregoing Orders and Resolutions be
signed and certified as the acts of the Congress, by

SAMUELJOHNSTON,President.

JAMES GREEN, Jun., Secretary.

NEW.YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY.

Die Lunle, 10 ho., A. ]If., March 18, 1776.

Tbe Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present:
Fon N BW-Y oRK.-Mr. Hallett, Captain Rlltgers, Colonel

111cDougall, Captain Dennin,D",Mr. Scott.
Fon DUTCHESS.-Colonel P. Ten Broeck, Colonel Alorris

Graham.
Fan KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
Fon WESTCHESTER.-A-Ir. Paulding.
FOR TRYON.-Mr. ltIoorc.
FOR Sun'oLK.-Mr. Gelston.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison.
FOR CmIBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.

Mr. HALLETT was unanimously chosen Chairman.

Captain Denning produced a Certificate, dated the 14th
instant, signed by Abraham PU1'dy, Chairman of the sub-
Committee at Peekskill, that Captain Albert Swim had
given bond with security to offer the following quantity of
Provisions for sale to the President of the Provincial Con-
gress, the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, or to dis-
pose of it to the friends of liberty, to wit: 18 barrels of Reef,
19 firkins of Lard, 1400 bushels of Wheat; which Captain
Denning says are his property.

Captain Denning also produced another Certificate of the
like tenour and date, that bond of the like tenour and date
had been given for 16 barrels of Reef, 2 barrels of Tallow,
51 Pork Hams, 40 pieces dried Reef, 27 firkins of Lard.

The said quantities of Provisions and other articles were
offered for sale to the Committee of Safety. Certificates
thereof were given to the said Swim, and permits to land
them.

Elias lvixen, the Port-:\<hster, showed a list of articles to be
carried on board of the Ships-of- War and Governour Tryon's
ship. He was informed that he might take them with him
on board. He was also informed that he was permitted to
bring on shore a list of all the Letters on board in the mail,
for citizens of New- York, and any of the said Letters which
he might be requested by the citizens to bring on shore;
but that he must produce all such Letters as he may bring
on shore to Mr. Hallett and Mr. Sands, for their inspection,
before he delivers them out.

Major Abeel, the officer of the working parties for the
day, being at the door, requested to know whetlwr any allow-
ance of Rum shall be given to the working parties or fatigue-
men of the working parties. The Committee are of opinion
that the fatigue-men wiIJ be dissatisfied without some alIow-

ance of strong liquor, as it is usually allowed in all services,
and was recommended by General Lee. .

Ordered, That the fatigue-men of the ]VIilitia of this
City be allowed one quart of Spruce or Ship Beer per man
per day, or the value thereof in Rmn, while on labour at
the works carrying on in this City.

The Keeper of the Bridewell delivered in three Ill'turns
of Prisoners put in the Jail under his care.

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius deliver or supply, or
cause to be supplied, to Alexander .Montcrief, Provisions for
fourteen Prisoners now in his custody, to wit: For John
Craige, Rynier Van Housen, Joseph Purdy, William FVhite,
and the nine Prisoners late belonging to the Ship Asia, and
who were brought from Suffolk County; the Provision:,
to be delivered according to Montcrief's Returns to the 22<1
instant, but only at the rate of two-thirds of a Ration for
each person.

Colonel JtlcDougall informed the Committee that he is
in want of Cash, as well to pay Captain Ledyard's Com
pany as the other new levies now in Town.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as
Treasurer of this Congress,. advance to Colonel ltIcDoll{!;all,
on Continental account, the sum of five hundred Pounds, on
account, for the purpose of enabling him to pay Troops, arid
take his receipt for that sum on Continental account.

The Petition of Mr. Bernard Romans, attending at the
door, was read and filed, and he was called in. He assil:,rn-
ed such reasons as he could give for his absence, and for the
charges he had made in his account against this Colony.
After he was heard he withdrew.

Ordered, That Mr. Berrien be requested to attend here
at four o'clock, this afternoon, to give informatipn as to the
moneys by him charged as advanced for Bernard Romans.

A Letter received from John Hancock, Esq., dated the
] 5th instant, was read, and is in the words following, viz :

"Philadelphia, March 15, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN: As it is now apparent that our enemies
mean to prosecute this cruel and unjust war with unrelent-
ing fury, and as every intl)lligence assures us that they mean
to bend their force against your Colony, I would not do you
the injustice to. suppose there will be any occasion to use
arguments to stimulate you to exert your most strenuous
endeavours to expedite the raising and arming the Battalions
ordered to be raised in your Colony fi)f its defence. En..
closed I send you the commissions for the Field-Officers.
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If any of them are provided for in Canada, they are to con-
tinue there, and others will be elected in their room. Such
of them as are in Canada, and unprovided for, have orders
immediately to repair to their respective Regiments.

"Lest our enemies should come upon you before the
Continental Troops can be in readiness to receive them, or
in case they should come with superior force, the Congress
have thought proper to empower the Continental command-
er at New- York to call to his assistance the Militia of your
Colony and that of Connecticut and New-Jersey, agreeable
to the enclosed resolves; and I have it in command to re-
quest you to hold your Militia in readiness to march in such
numbers and at such times as he may desire.

"The Congress have ordered five tons of powder for the
use of the Troops employed in your defence, whieh will be
forwarded with the utmost expedition.

"
I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your very humble

servant ,
J H P

.
d'

L OlIN ANCOCK, resz C'Ilt.

"The Honourable the Convention of New- York.

"The Colonel of the Third Battalion is not appointed,
for reasons that will be mentioned by your Delegates, to
whose letter I beg leave to refer you."

"IN CONGRESS,March 15, ]776.-Resolved, That the
Governour of Connecticnt, tho Conventions or Councils, or
Committees of Safety of New- York and New-Jersey, be
requested to hold their Militia in readiness to march in such
numbers, and at such times, for the defence of New- York,
as the Continental Commander at New- York shall desire;
and that the pay of the Militia called to the defence of New-
York be the same as that of the Continental Troops raised
and employed in the Middle Department, to commence from
the time they begin their march.

"
Extract from the Minutes:

"CHARLES THO}ISON, Secretary.

"Transmitted to the bonourable Convention of lv-ew-
York, by order of Congress.

"JOHN HANCOCK,President.

"To the Convention or Committee of Safety, New- York."

A Letter from John Chatfield, Esquire, Cbairman of the
Committee of Easthampton, was read, in the words follow-
ing, to wit:

"Easthampton, March 11, 1776.

"GE]',~LEMEN: On Wednesday, the 6th instant, the ship
Sally, that belonged to Mr. Samuel Franklin, of l\ew- York,
and taken by the men-of-war at New- York and sent for
Boston, was driven on shore in a gale of wind at 1tfontank.
The Committee of Easthampton orderea the commander,
viz: Charles Smith, mate of the Asia man-of-war, and Mr.
Young, of Philadelphia, Mr. Elder, and Mr. McDermott,
who say tlley were passengers on board the ship, and that
they were bound to Boston to 'procure a passage home to
Enzland; also Mr. Wookomb, who was mate of a trans-
port lately taken at Amboy, and served as mate of this ship,
and ten seamen that belong to the Asia ;-all which per-
sons we send to New- York, under a guard commanded by
Lieutenant John Foster, in the Minute service. 'We also
send you by Lieutenant Foster, all the letters and papers*
that we could procure from on board her.

. M.IiteR 18, 1776.-Letters taken .from on board oj the Ship SALLY.
(Site .fo/'lIIe,-fybelonged to SHW>.L FRA""RUN, and 'vas taken by tfte
.iJfr'''-~rTVar at NEw-YouK, and sent from BOSTON.) She ,vas' dri-
ven as/w,'e in a gafe, at M"xTAuK, on the 6th day ~r MAUCH,and
h.e,' c1~e"W,j)(l8senger8, and jJajJetw,seized by the Committee of ~jA.ST-
HA'tPTOS, and sent to NEW-YORK.

By HynE P.tRKF.R,.TUll.,Esq., Captain of His .'!fajesty's Slap P"EX'X:
You are hcreby require.l an.l .lirecte.l to procec.l to B03tUJI,with the

ship Sany, under your command, calling at RllOde-Islalld, where you
are to apply to the comman.ling officer of his Majesty's ships for convoy
and a pilot. Should you b~ so unfortunate as to meet with any of the
~ebeI. cruisers, and find no possihility of escaping, it is my positive
dIrectIOns that you do throw overboard aU arms and ammunition, to pre-
vent their falling into the hands of the Rebels. Shoul.l there be any ship
in sight that YOllsuppose to be a man-of war, you. arc to do your utmost
to disal!le the ship, by ('titting her gears and lowering her lower yards
down, In order to prevent the Rebels from carrying her off.

Upon your arrival at 1/08t01l you are to report yourself to Admiral
Sll1lldhllm, or the Commander-in-Chidfor the time being. You are also
during your passa(;e to use your utmost endeavours to keep company
with t.he lIm'riet transport, and the Prances sloop.

Gi,-clI under my hand, on board his Mqjesty's Ship Phenix, off the
Narrows of Gravesend Bay, this 29th of Pebr'llary, 1776.

H. PARKER.
To Mr. Smith, Commander of the Ship SaUy.

,,'We have employed a number of men to endeavour to

save as much of the sails, rigging, &c., as possibJe; her
cargo, being salt, is a1l10st, and expect to save very little of
the ship, as she lies upon rocks, with the surf continua1ly
breaking upon her.

"Weare, gentlemen, your most obedient bumble servants,
. "JOHN CHATFIELD, Chairman.

"Signed by order and in behalf of the Committee of
Easthampton."

The Examinations of the Prisoners, taken before the Com-
mittee of Easthampton, were read, and are in the words
following, to wit:

"The examination of Mr. John Yonng, who saith : That
he was born in Philadelphia; had been in New- l'ork about
a week; tool{ a passage in the ship Sally for Boston, in order
to get a passage to London; and there were only ten mus-
kets put on board the ship Sally; and that Captain Smith
have a number of guns overboard after the ship got on
shore, but do not know how many.

"The examinationof Mr. William Elder, who saith : He
was born in Scotland, and came into this country about the
1st of JHay last, and that he has no recommendations to
Rhode-Island or Boston; and tl18t he was on board the Asia
about three weeks.

"The examination of Mr. William JYlcDennott, who saith:
He was born in Ireland; has been in America about five'
years; has been a Lieutenant in the Forty-Seventh Regi-
ment; had sold his commission about eighteen months ago,
and tbat he was bound to Rhode-Island or Boston, to get a
passage home.

"The examination of Joseph Wolcomb, who saith : He was
born in England; has been in this country about four years;
came last mate of a transport taken at Amboy, and had been
on board the Asia about a fortnight.

"
Tlwmas Lambo, William lIatch, Robert Craw, '{if/illiam

Philips, Rowland Walter, Hllgh Hall, and Patricle Pen-
dergras.~, all say that they belong to the ship Asia, Captain
Vandepld.

"The above examinations were taken before the Commit-
tee of Easthampton.

"Attl,st: JOH~ CHATFIELD, Chairman."

A number of Letters, taken from on board of tbe ship
~'ally, (some from Governour Tryon, Captain Parker, and
others, to General Howe, and other persons at Boston,) and
transmitted by the said Committee with the Prisoners taken
from on board of the said ship, were filed.

Die Lunre, 4to ho. P. M., March 18, 1776.

The Committee met pursuanf to adjournment.

Present: Joseph lIallett, Esquire, Chairman.
FOR NEW-Y oRK.-Mr. Hallett, Captain Rntgers, Colonel

McDougall, Mr. Scott, Mr. Sands.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemns.
FOR DGTcHEss.-Colonel j}forris Graham.
FOR 'WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR TRYON.-Mr. Mom"e.
FOR SUFFOLK.-Mr. Gelston.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.

N1;W-Y0R1<, .Tannary 29,1776.

Dt-:.~u JOHN: ''''ith very great regret and astonishment J have learnt
your hasty and ahrupt hehaviour ir\ l~aving me, and going on board the
Phenix ship-of-war, without giving me the least notice of such intcntion.
I came here in great haste with Mr: ~Wdrgan, in hopes to have fouml you
herc before you went on hoard, but am disappointed. However, I now
become supplicant to you, my .lear son, and to request you \ViII come
on shore, and give me an opportunity of a conversation; and I hcrehy
pledge my honour that, after what argumcnts I may use to you cannot
prevail with you to return to PhilmlelPhia, to your country, an.l good
friends, you sball be at liberty to go where you please; but, dear .Toku.,
consider what you arc about. You don't want understanding, if it
was a little set to rights. If you will now retmn, all things may yet be
well. J promise you my forgiveness, and never more to upbraid you
with this rash step. As we have taken great pains that your proceedings
may not be known in PMfadefjJhia, aH matters may be accommodated
there.

I therefore request, as you value a father's blessing an.l your own
happincss and reputation, t.hat you will give me an interview at the house
you lo.lged in on Th1l1-sdllY last, to-morrow afternoon. I know you will
be permitted to come on shore. Pray don't bring my gray hairs with
sorrow to the grave.

I am, your affectionate father,
JAMES YOUNG.

To Mr. .Toltn Young, on board His Majesty's Ship Phenix.
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Mr. John De Lancey came to the Committee, to complain
of the treatment he had received of Captain De "Witt, and
informed that a party are gone to levy a fine, by distress, on

NEW-Y01tK, February 3, 1776.

DEAn FRIEND: Smother your surprise when I inform you that I shall
not set foot aboard the Pheni:r more, (at least not at present,) as fortune
has rendered it out of my power; I say ouf of my power, because it Un-
doubtedly is so, if you took me to have the least humanity. For on my
arrival at .J\'e7u-York, I found, to my inexpressible grief and surprise, my
brother had left it on information that my mother's life was despaired of; and
not only that, but Mrs, ~'Jforgan, it was feared, would miscarry, she being
far gone with child before I left PhiladeljJliia. You have often beard me
say I was the favourite of the family; this is indeed but too true; for I find,
a day or two after my departure, the whole family were thrown into the
utmost confusion; diligent inquiry was immediately made for me, and it
was not long before our design was discovered. Then it was my family's
affection for me was so conspicuous; sorrow and surprise sat heavily on
all their countenances. The innocent amusements th'J-t were wont to
divert them, took their flight, and nothing was seen but melancholy and
discontent. It would be vain for me to endeavour to paiJ.lt their grief in
its true colours, as I am well convinced I cannot figure it to myself. What
I have urged in consequence of leaving his Majesty's ship wi\1, I flatter
myself, be of sufficient reason to convince you that my respect for my
family has been the occasion of it, and not the change of sentiments, as
some may urge. But it is almost impossihle for you to coincide with them
in opinion. Look hack into my past conduct,and tell me if ever y6u
remember my deviating in the least from what I always expressed on the
present struggle; indp,ed, it would be impertinent for me ever to suppose
you harbour such an idea.

"It gi ves me the greatest pain to find your father has behaved in such
an extraordinary manner towards 'you, as he has refused to pay anything
of your contracting whatsoever. I beg therefore of you to examine what
things are in your possession, which I have taken on my own account;
as it would be inconsistent with your generosity to imagine the whole
charge must he put on me. Don't forget to send all my things that are
out of the portmanteau and in it, as soon as possible, (if there should be
nny.) I believe the gaiters and stock are the only things which are not
in, Dear John, don't imagine that what I have said concerning your
father, &c., springs from a desire of having these things. K 0, God fo"rbid
I should be so servile a being. I only mention it that.you may either
pay for them, or persuade your father so to do, Do be so kind as to let
me have one of those plain dark-spotted stockings, and yon will oblige,
your most affedionate friend, BENJAMIN BA YNTON.

To Mr. ,John Young, on board His Majesty's Ship Phenix.

P. S. If you have any regard for me at all, do read or give a copy of
my apology to the Governour; likewise to all the officers. I have sent
the things you desired me, but have not paid for them, as your guinea is
too light.

NEW-YORK, Januat'y 30, 1776,8 o'clock, p, .711:

M Y DE"~R SON: I cannot but express my grief and surprise that you
should refuse one an interview on shore after my solicitating letter, and
pledge of my honour, that if I did not convince your judgment that you
were wrong in your present proceeding, (also a promise of my pardon,)
you should be at liberty to go where you please. In place of complying,
you assure me that Captain Parker will give me a safe conduct if I will
come on board there, which I make not the least doubt of, and would trust
his word for more than my own safety. But what can I expect by suchan
interview but tears and sorrows, when you positively declare, that though
my letter of last night had so melted you that you could scarcely read it,
yet it had not power even to stagger your resolution: that you could never
think of setting foot on .I1merican shores 1 I cannot help pitying your
delusion, and that you are wrong persuaded by Mr. Baynton, who acknow-
ledged, in his letter to Mr. .~-[organ, that he would ha,e taken this step
three months sooner, could he have persuaded you to have accompanied
him. Oh, John, I am sorry for you and for myself, who looked upon you
as my future staff in the decline of life. I shall still pray the Supreme
Being to bless you; but, at the same time, that yon may never prosper as
an enemy to your native country . You mention a letter you had just
finished, explaining your whole conduct, which I have not received. I
left your very affectionate sister in deep sorrow and tears, as is your dis-
conso]ate and affectionate father, JAMES YOUNG.

To Mr. John Young, on board His Majesty's Ship Phenix.

I set off for Philadelphia, to-morrow, at eleven o'clock. Adieu.

All persons that I have conversed with on the suhject of your elope-
ment, think, with myself, that it is quite a quixotick frolick of youth, and,
as such, I would overlook it if you immediately return.

.Il Journal oj the mDst important occurrences oj my life, beginning in
my nineteenth year, when I.first commenced a citizen oj the world.

Having long abhorred the new form of Government erecting in .Ilme-
rica, on the ruins of the Constitution of my couniry, and disdaining to
submit to it, on the 24th of January, 1776, I set off, in company with
my friend, Mr. Baynton, from PhiladelPhia, the place of our birth, for
New-York, where two British men-of-war then lay. Having previously
procured a few clothes and other necessaries, and hired horses, we mount-
ed, about seven in the morning, with our portmanteaus behind us, and
about twenty pounds in our pockets; with all which, we arrived safe the
following evening at Paulus's Hook Ferry, on the North river, opposite
NC'W-York, where we were obliged to leave our horses, the horse-boats
having been all pressed to transport the .Jersey Troops, who were then
returning from disarming the Royalists on Long-Island. We got to
Hall's Tavern, in New-Yor"k, about eight o'clock in the evening, where
we passed the night; the next morning, after breakfast, we went to the
Ply-.'Jfm'ket Fel'ry, and desired one of the watermen to put us on board
the ,,9sia; but he refused taking us, unless we obtained a permit from the
Committee. We accordingly went to the house of the Chairman, who
was not at home. After this disappointm€'nt, we sauntered down upon
one of the wharves, rather with a view to pass away the time till the

his goods. Mr. De Lancey engaged to state his complaint in
writing, and deliver it in to-morrow morning.

Ordered, That al1 proceedings against Mr. John Dc Lan-

Chairman should return, than any thing else. While we were in this situ-
ation, a well dressed man came dowlI to us, and asked us if we wanted to
go on board the Governol)r's ship. (who lay oppOsite, moored astern of the
Phenix;) we told him that we had a little business with the Governour,
and would be very glad to go, had we but an opportunity. He then infonn-
ed us that he was himself going on board, and that we might go with him.
He immediately hailed the ship, and a boat being sent to us, we stepped
in, with joyful hearts, and were in a few minutes on board. This gentle-
man, to whom we were so much obliged, was Major Rogers, who was then
a prisoner in .:Yew-York on parole. He was so obliging as to present us
to the Governour, who treated us with the greatest hospitality and po ite-
ness. We dined with him that day, and in the evening went on hoard
the Phenix. JOHN YOUNG.

PHENIX, NEW-YORK, JJfareh 2,1776.

S,": The little acquaintance I ha~ the pleasure of having with you at
.tJJlfal'd, when I was in the l1'easel, with my friend Baynes and Phelj!..,
ind uces me to think I do not offend when I take the liberty of recom-
mending the bearer, Mr. Young, to your acquaintance, a gentleman of
one of the best families and fortunes in PhiladelPhia. He has recommen-
dations from Governour T1'yon to General )f07"e. He goes a volunteer;
has no knowledge of any person in the Navy or Army. Beg, therefol'e,
sir, you wjJI render him what services you can, as we are all convine,ed
he is a man of excellent sentiments, and have every reason to think he
will be an honour to any regiment he may belong to. If I can serve
you or your friends here in any manner, he aSAured I will with the utmost
pleasure. I am, sir, your most obedient humble sPTvant,

WILLIAM ROSS.

PHENIX, NEW-YORK, .iJIarch, 1776.

DEAn Sm: I wrote to you, hy Clark, a letter that should have been
sent by Mr. Young, the gentleman who, I hope, wi1\ arrive safe with this.

. Do him every service in your power, and introduce him to the Army
officers of your acquaintance. He is so excellent a young man, that it
is not in my power to find words to do him justice in a character. If
you have seen Cllll'k, he bas informed you of him. He is of one of the
best families and fortunes in PMladeljJhia; is going to General H07u" a
volunteer, a stranger t"

Navy and Army.
If I can render you any service in this part of the damn'd country, corn.

mand me.
I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

WILLIAM ROSS,

To Mr, ~}fosely, Master of His Majesty's Ship Chatham, Boston.

I am sure you will do anything in your power for so valuable a stran-
ger.

PRENIX, NEW-YoRK, JlIarcl. 2, 1776.

DEAR PUT,T!UY: Paper i. too dear at .Ne'U,-York, so that if I thought
you were in the least altered, unless for the better, since I saw you, damn
me if I would waste a sheet on you; but, my friend and old shipmate, I
have too good an opinion of you ever to suppose so. Therefore, let me
assure you, no man of your acquaintance can be happier at the certainty
of your promotion than I am. I am glad to have the opportunity of
sending hy the bearer, Mr. .Young, a gentleman of the first family ond
fortune in PMladeljJllia. He is going a volunteer to General )fowe; beg
you wjJI show him every civility in your power, during the time of his stay
in Rhode-INland. I am sure you will be pleased with his acquaintance.
Let us hear from you when you can. Letters from Portsmouth last month;
all well. Ge01'ge Baynes and little Lass well at IIavant. Chloe then in
town. Jack .iJf-l, as usual. The Weasel sailed to .!lJrica. War1'en
behaved worse than ever. Young commands the .qzdel'n~y sloop, at
.Nol,th-YaI'mouth.

I am, dear Pultney, your most obliged and humble servant,
WILLIAM ROSS.

To George .I1nn. Pllltney, Esquire, Lieutenant of His Majesty's Ship
Glasg07u, Rhode-Island.

SHIP DUTCHESS OF GonDOJ'i", February 26,1776.

DEAR SIn: The bearer, Mr. John Young, a gentleman of property nnd
character in the Colony of Pennsylvania, puts himself under your pro-
tection. His loyalty to his Sovereign induced him to fly from perseeu-
tion, and enter himself a volunteer under your banner, in the expectation
that so laudable a conduct wi1\ meet with your approbation, and entitle
him to a commission in his Majesty's Army, when opportunity offers to
distinguish himself. I have seen him several times, and verily beliew he
will do honour to my introduction of him to you.

I am, dear sir, yours sincerely, Wn,LIAM TRYON.
To Major-General Howe.

PHENIX, NEw-YoRK,Jlfarch 2, 1776.

DFAR Sm : This will be delivered to you by John YOlmg, a young gen-
tleman of fortune from Philadelphia, as I am informed. His errand to
Boston is to offer him8eIf a:volunteer to GeneraIJ/o7Ue, During six weeks'
residence on board the Phenix, his behaviour was such as to entitle him
to every civility I could show him, and from his request take the liberty
of presenting him to you.

The sloop Frances is loaded with naval stores and tobacco, &c., &c.
In the article of tobacco she has a great deal more than is cleared out from
the Custom-House. I therefore presume that becomes forfeited to the
captors by the acts of trade, :Should this be the case, I beg you will be
pleased to allow your Secretary to sell it as our agent. There is aJ80 a
strong suspicion that the ship loaded with salt, has wines and other mer-
chandise under the salt. The owners of both these vessels are good sub-
jects to the King, and I have assured them they will be treated with as
much lenity as the times will admit of.

Since I had the honour of writing to you on the 23d of last menth, I
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cey for not attending in his Beat on fatigue, be stayed, until
further order of this Committee.

To Captain De Witt, and the other Officers of his Beat.

fintl General Lee is ordered to Canada, to take command of the Army in
that country; an,l a General Sclwyler to have command at this place.
Lee has pulled down the north curtain of the fort, and is now intrench-
ing what is called the Bowling Green. The Privateers, it is said, have

. certainly sailed from Philade1J1hia.
I am, sir, with great esteem, your most obedient servant,

A. PAHKER.

To .tIolineux Slwldham, Esq., Rear-Admiral of the White, Boston.

BLOOMINGDALE,.Tanna,'y 22, 1116.

From what motive can any person who is so pre-eminently distinguish-
ed for the goodness of their disposition, cause so much painful anxiety to
an affectionate friend, as you do, my dear Olive,., I am at a loss to con-
ceive. It wants not many days of half a year since you last did me the
favour of writing a line, and you are convinced, my son, how very essential
it is to my happiness to hear from you; al1d that, in these times of possi-
ble d:ll1ger, the mind of an anxious and tender friend is busy in assigning
snch reasons for your total silence as must needs be distressing. For God'8
sake, my dear Ofiver, remove my anxiety, if it is happ;]y in your power.
All your family lament your silence. I hope you enjoy as mnch health
as they all do, exclusive of your father, who has been for ten days past
confined to his room with the gont. The pain of it is in general !>etter sus-
taineJ, ag 'tis gaid to be instrumental in carrying off other disordef'.

One ought in an'things to have superior fortitude in these times. I
think they appear very threatening; but you are not to expect any intelli-
gence from me, though r should imagine every person free to write on pub-
lick transactions. Mr. fVasMngton's colleague, Colonel Lee, is expected
to-day in .IV"w- York,. It is imagined he is going to Pldlade1pMa, which
I believe is a right conjecture. He seems so fond of writing, that I could
wi,h he had turned author, as the most harmless profession, though mis-
chief has orten happened from the pen as well as the sword. I wish the
latter was never to be drawn in. qllle,.ica, and that the re-establishment of
puh]ick tranquillity would be proclaimed. TiJI that blest period arrives, I
shaH not know a moment's peace. It is no smaH diminution of my hap-
piness that Government does not permit any more packets for .)\few-Yor.h.
That of SejJtember was the last. It is very unfortunate for me to be de-
prived of the comfort which I usuaHy received from the letters of my dear
children and worthy friends. There is not in Jlmerica an individual sO
much hurt by the ul1happy affairs in ,,1merica as I am. If I had the desira-
ble happiness of being near yon, I could easily, my dear 01ivel', convince
you of the truth of my assertion. I fear my numerous letters are rather
unacceptable to you, or you would give me some encouragement to follow
my inclination of expatiating Jargely on many subjects. That of my ex-
treme tenderness for you is too near my heart to be silent, when I know
of a conveyance; and must again repeat my earnest entreaties for a letter
the earliest opportunity. If you love me I shall expect your indulgence.
Consider, my dear Oliver, it is your aJlectionate mother that thus solicits,
and that she is deprived of too many comforts in the evening of her life.

I was unhappy last week to hear that a Jersey Battalion was gone to
Long-Island, as your dear brother resides there; but it was only to dis-
arm a County, not near him. These things will happen at ~ueh a period.
How I wish for peace.

Our septennial Assembly is now dissolved, and will be re-elected next
month. I hear four of our Delegates are candidates for this city, and that
Oliver De Lancey will offer himself for the Borough of We.tche.ter'. So
I presume he has done with the Navy. If you hear from England, pray
let me know, for, next to hearing from you, it is my great object, and I see
no prospect of any direct conveyance from there. I have now only to
add my most earnest request that you will take al! imaginable care of
yourself. Consider how nearly I concern myself in your health and hap-
piness; and there are many others who are almost as tenderly attached
to you, and are ever anxious for your safety. I need not point out to you
to fortify your mind with pious philosophy, as I have every reason to be
convinced that you act from the best principles; and may you walk be-
fore God with a perfcct heart, and enjoy perfect happiness.

Adieu, my dearest Oliver, and pIeserve in remembrance the tenderness
of your affectionate mother and friend, P. DE LANCEY.

To Captain De Lancey, of the Seventeenth Regiment of Light Dragoons,
B08ton.

Your father, brothers, and sisters, most heal'tiJy salute you. Char-
lotte was near going to England, but the vessel was too crowded. You wil!
dOllbtless hear the Qnebeck intelligence. Pray write to me. Mrs. Jones s
kind love to you. I hope you are wann and comfortable.

ASIA, Nt:W.YORK, Fehr'llary 21,1716.

DEAR SIR: I have the pleasure to inform you that I have uncommon
success considering my situation; the which I have fully laid before
his Excellency General Howe. Lee and his ragamuffins have so changed
the face ol.ly of affairs here, that I have not been able to see Mr. ~'IIensie;
but expect to have that pl€asure soon. I have directed Mr. .'lfeIl8ie to
tnov\J my family to Long.Island with his own. I understand they are
all to be turned off the farms they now possess, if their persons are not in-
jured. I would willingly compound with ihe loss of what moveables
we left behind us. Governour T"yon has promised to recommend Mr.
Thoma8 LY8ten as my Ensign; he is brother.in.law to Mr. .JfeJl8ie. Any
interest you can make for him will be gratefully acknowledged by him
and your humble servant. I have got nellr forty recruits, and I make
no doubt I shall have upwards of one hundred before I can have an
answer from Bo.ton. Arms and ammunition, cash and clothing, will be
much wanted. Since I wrote his Excellency, I understand Lee goes to
command in Canada. I make no doubt you have heard the disaster the
Rebels have met with before Qnebeck; and Schnyler comes to take the
command here. Please acquaint his Excellency therewith, though I make
no doubt Governour T, yon, who has greater opportunities of getting in-
telligence, will give his l:xcellency the fuUest information, though r think
it my duty to do my utmost in every respect for the good of the service.

Colonel Lott came into the Committee, and returned
Elias Brevoort, Esquire, to be Captain of the Company of
Militia of Foot, in Beat No. :26, in the Third Regiment,
Pork, flour, and becf, might be had here, if we had some cruisers to scour
the channel between Long-I.land, the main, and Hud.on's River. I am
afraid the Rebels wi[J destroy aU the prO\' isions along the sea.coast before
either cruisers or troops arrive. The friends to Government are much
harassed at present; and many of the poorer sort are forced into their
service for want of other employment whereby to support themselves and
f.'lmilies. I am afraid I have encroached on your time, and therefore
shall add no more.

I am, dear sir, your most obliged, humble servant,
ALEXA~DER GRAl'iT

For Captain Rober't JlfcKeJlBie, Secretary to General Howe, B08ton.
.

P. S. Upon being ordered on board here, I waited on Captain PaI'her,
but found he had no instructions about me. I have bespoke a fine par-
cel of .IV-e7vtown pippins, for his Excellency and other friends at Boston.
I wish the Hehe!s nuy not destroy them. I have no where to put them in
my present situation.

ASIA, NEw-YoRK,Februar!l21, 1716.

D UR Sm: The alteration here since I left this place last, has impe-
ded my business much, though I have got between thirty and forty fine re-
cruits. If we had a convenient vessel, I make no doubt I could get a.many
as she w(Juld contain in a few weeks. I have not had an opportunity of
seeing any of the people you sent messages to by me. I shllll take the first
opportunity of :.Icquainting Mrs. .Jl.[cIJonald of your intended favour;
though I am apprehensive she will be puzzled to find any person that dare
accept of hN bill. I have acquainted his Excellency with my own state,
as well as the state of publick affairs, as far as comes within my pre-
scrihed circle. Arms, ammuni:ion, casb, clothing, and provisions, wonld
at present be very acceptahle to the recrnits. Lachlan .i1fcDonald went
a[on~ with General Clinton, with "ighteen recruits. The Glasgow packet
got into the Hook several days after us, but did not coltle up to town.
The opportunity hy which this goes to you, is so suddenly ordered for
that service, that I am ohliged to be more Mndse than I would incline.
My best respects to you, Major Skene, and other acquaintances; and I am,
with respect, dear sir, your much obliged humble servant,

ALEXANDER GRANT.

For Major John Sma1l, of the Royal Highland Emigrants, Boston.

I had the hononr ot answering your Excellency's letter by the way of
.lVe7v.Orlean., the 12th of June last; since which time we have had a
prodigious number of Sacks and Rena,.ds, and several other nations who
inhahit the hanks of the .1fississijJjJi and the Bay. The oldest i1}habitant
never remembers to have seen such numbers. In one week there were
not less than five hundred. They attacked a party of the Indlan8 in this
country on their summer hunt in the prairies; kiIIed and took prisoners,
men, women and children, sixty; in consequlJnce of which they have bcen
obliged to fly down the ~W""si88iP1Ji,being no longer able to maintain their
ground against such powerfu} enemies. [have recommended to them to
settle 01'1the English side of the .lfis8 8sij,pi, believing they might be of
service to the new settlers, by fnrnishing them with meat. I also wrote
to the Superintendent, recommending them to his protection, as a quiet
people, weB attached to the English. I hope yonr Excellency wiJI
approve of my con<Juct with regard to these unhappy people. .The in-
habitants are extremely alarmed at the thoughts of changing their old
neighbours, the I!linoi.., for some of the other nations. The Sacks and
Renard8 told me in council that it was their intention to seUle here as
soon as they had accomplished their design of driving out of the country
all tbe Illinois and Peoria Indians, which I believe to be done; so that
perhaps next spring they may take possession. I wish they may be as
quiet neighbours as the 1l1inoi8, although I greatly fear otherwise, as these
people are, when the weakest, always civil, and when strongest, always as
surely the reverse. I shall do all in my pow,~r to give them a favourable
opinion of us. I expect every moment a party of one hundred and fifty;
some of the inhabitants saw them last night near the village. Your Ex-
cellency must not be surprised that such lar~ parties, and so frequent,
should greatly increase the expenses in the I1i {[ian Department i and also
augment the consumption of provisions; notwithstanding I .hal! do all in
my power to satisfy them with little, at <ill times a difficult task, and fre-
quently impossible. I send this by the way of .Vew- Orleans; no oppor-
tunity offering by any other mode. There has not come here anyone
from Fo,-t. Pitt since the Sha7vanee war ended. By the last boats from
.Ve'W-O,'lmn8 there came a report that the Ofdo was again shut up, and
a number of families in consequence detained at For't-Pitt.

I have the honour to be, with all possible respeet, your ExceJlency's
most ohedient. and mllst humble servant, HUGH J~ORD.

To His Excellency the Honourable Lieutenant-General Gage, Captain
General and Commander-in.Chief of all His Majesty's Forces in .North-
.imerica, at Boston.

Nt:W-YOUK, Febl'lU/.1'y 26,1116.

DEAR SIR: You wi\} excuse my troubling JOu with the enclosed bill:
which I beg you will receive in a sterling bill of exchange, if to be had,
and remit it to Mr. Benson Fearon, Merchant, in London, advising me
of it by the first opportunity. I must not omit mentioning to you, that
the first.biIl was remitted to Mr. Hm'ry Lloyd, who never acknowledged
the receipt of it; and tlwrefore it probably miscarried. Your negotiating
this matter wiJIlay me under a great obligation; but in return, you know,
if I can render you any service this way, you have only to command me.
I have not had one line from you since the affair at Lexington; nor from
Sukey since she left us. Mrs. Foxcroft and my little girls are well.
IShe joins me in sincere regards to you and family.

I am yours, as ever, JOHN FOXCROFT.

To Tuthit Rulbart, in Boston.
.

P. S. Should be glad to hear how your office accounts stand. If
. 'rhe biJI referred to ;n th;s letter was taken ont by C~ptain J1ch., who was per

mitted by the Congress, as appears by his certificate,
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whereof Colonel Lott is Colonel; the said Elias Brevoort
having been elected in the stead of John G'regg, who is
disqualified, and confine.d in the Barrack Guard .House for
conduct inimical to his country.

Mr. Lloyd has received the money, he wilJ receive an order to pay it to
you by this opportunity. If he does, I must beg of you to remit it as
above. J. F.

ASIA, NEW-YORK, February 21,1776.
My nEAR MAJOR: You may easi]y imagine how much I am disap-

pointed in the Viper'8 not being yet arrived. I should have come aronnd
at the time Mr. Gl'ant did, had it not been for the promise I made Colonel
Leslie, not to come without his permisRion. Mr. Gl'ant tdls me you in-
formed him that you expected me at Boston; upon which authority I
should have come around now, had I not been afraid of missing a pas-
sage to E1l1'ope, in case the ship that relieves us should now be on her
way herc; and if she is not, I am not sure of a passage from Boston b
this pIace again, in case the Colonel docs not think propcr to do
anything for me, as I am much afraid he will not, as I am credibly
intormed he could easily have procured a Company in the Royal ..Jmeri-
cans fur me, and that you had proposed it to him, but that he declined
doing anything in the matter; and so it dropped. Cruel, unnatural
uncle! Where is all that goodness of heart Colonel Le8lie'8 friends
boast he is possessed of, and that I have so often heard you, my dear
Major, talk of. I believe he either left it in E1l1'OPe, or Captain Ste>vart
has deprived him of it, as I cannot help imagining him the author of all
the unjust reports which, I am we]] assured, he has always taken such
pains to trumpet into the Colonel's ears against me.

I am surprised the Cu]one! did nnt even deign to write me per the
Phenix. Common eivi]ity, especially from the polite Colonel, would
llave induced him to answer a stranger; but a ncphew is not worth be-
stowing so much time upon. TIut, indeed, he has a very good reason-

"
r am not the penitent," pe says. I wish I knew how to convince him;

but that I despair to do. As matters arc now come to the worst they can
arrive at with me, I wil! be plain and honest with you as to my inten-
tions. If the Colonel and JOU wilJ assure me of a Company in the
Royal ..1me,'icmz", I wilJ come round to B0810n hy the first npportunity ;
if nnt, I shall go home in the ,J8ia. I should have gone home in the
SamjJson; but after I had secured a passage, Colonel lJalrymple, who
freighted half of the ship, would not allow of it; for which eivi]ity the
Co]oneJ and I must settle accounts the first time we meet. I should not
have permitted him to depart without a turn or t.wo on Gove,'nour's
Island, only I was afraid of oflending Captain Vandej"'t, who has been
a second father to me. However, we may probably meet some other
time. If we do not soon, I shall make it my business to throw myse!f
in his way. TIut enough of this.

I have now, my dear Major, toJd you my intl'ntion, which I beg you
will inform the Culonel of, and let me know his determination by the
first opportunity, as I am determined to gn hnme, and know from my
father's own mouth what I am to trust to, unless the Colone] promotes
me in the Army. If home-bound, it wi]] he necessary the Colonel send
me some cash. I received a letter from Mrs. lIoosfall, who informs me
you proposed making me a I,ieutenant in the Seventy-First, and hopes,
by the conveyance she sent it, I wi]] have a certainty of it. Write fully
Colonel Leslie's mind-you are we]] acquainted with it. Let me know
if there is a single grain of affection in it for me. What you tell me
sha]] never go farther. The ship is now under sail. I have no more time

but to assure you that I am your obliged friend and humble servant,
H . ROi:>EHILL.To major Small, B08ton.

HALIFAX, .IlllgU8t 29, ] 775.
DL\. 11SIR: As the very disagreeable situation of the quarrel between

G,'eat Britain and the Colonies makes us very anxious about the sec.mity
of the little property we have on your side thc ,11Iallt/cL', and though
we arc we]] convinced of your honour from a]] our friends, yet we hope
you will not charge u~ with an unbecoming boldness in begging the
favour of you to make us a remittance for the last year's im'oices, being
really distressed by the. dishonouring of some bills from .IlmCi'ica to a
considemblo amount, aJ< we]] as desirous of being relieved from the
anxiety we cannot but feel for the state of your property in such unsct-
tIed tim,s.

Praying your speedy and favourable attention to this request, and
assuring you how happy we sha]] be in the continuance of your corres-
pondence when the times wear a more favourable aspect, we are, with
esteem and regard, sir, your most obedient and assured servants,

CHRISTOPHER RA WSOX & i:>ONS.

To Mr. .Tohn Greenlo>", Merchant, Boston, JVew-England.

NEw-YonR, Jannary 24, ]7i'6.

Sm: I take this favourable oppQ.rtunity to acquaint you that I am in
good heahh, bless God! and hope this wiIJ find ynu in the same. I
am now in confinement in the City-Hall, of the city of ~Ve",-rol'k, but
hope to be soon re]eased therefrom; and as soon as tbat happens, I shall
pay you a visit, if nothing extraordinary happens. The bearer hereof is
a gentleman, and a friend of mine; therefore let him be yours, and you
will find him worthy your acquaintance. He is a man of sense and
education, and courage; if you can serve him in any respect, please do
it, and it wiJI oblige me.

I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
PETER GANTER.

To Mr. TYiliiam Cmzningham, Boston. Per favour of Mr. TVilluHn Elda.

ASIA, NOW LYING AT NEw-YonK,
7..

Febl'ual'Y 2], 1776. 5
DEAn BnoTRER: I take this opportunity to write to you, hoping thcse

few lines will find you in as good a state of heaJth as I enjoy at present,
(thanks be to God for it!) TIut, dear brother, I think it is a little cold
of you not to send me a letter, as you had the fairest opportunity; for
I should have sent to you before, but it is a nice point to get a letter
anywhere since the port has been stopped up. We did expect to have

Ordered, That his Commission issuc. And it was issued
according1y.

A Return from Colonel Jacobus Swartwout was read and
filed. He thereby returns the Officers of a Company of

the Chatham rouni! here to relieve us; but we hear the P,'eslon has
gnne homc, and we expect she will stay in her room. But still, as the
ship is coming out, J dare say we sha]] have some one here to relieve us.
And, dear brother, I shall be very glad to hear if you ha\'e got a letter
from our t"ther, and whether you have heard from our brother James, or
no. I should be very glad to hear from him; and if you have, do not
forget to Jet me know in the return of your Jetter. I shonld he very glai!
to have an answer from you, to know how you are, and in what situati(\n
you arc; for we have been j,retty easy here; hut since this General

I.,""
has been here with his troops, we have been a little rest]ess; but st'll
stop their tr",]e. They have likewise taken bdween seventy and ,'ighly
pieces of cannon out of the North Battery, and fortified the town very
strong against us; but still that docs not give us the least concern, !;,r
it hes to our mercy at any time. So, dear brother, do not forget to Jet

m" hear from you, and how affairs go on at present at B08ton.
So nn more at present, froUl your ever loving brother till death,

SAMUEL TULK.
To John Tulk, on board of His Majesty's ship the Lively, at Boston.

NEW-YonR, December 17, ]775.
SIR: Hcrewith you have the certificate for pay of the vessels; whirh

be so good as to get signed, and forward the first and second to Mr. Black-
burn, and send the third here, per first conveyance'- Those sent per Mr.
J,Yxon; he was oh]ige.1

"-Adestroy.
I am, with great respect, for Mr. Pinny Tf'lzite, sir, your most obedient

servant, JOHN SICKLES.

To Hem'y Lloyd, Esq., Boston.

Direct to Mr. TFldt", as usual.

N>:w-YonK, February 29, ]77'6.
DEAn JACR: Notwithstal1lling my having acquainted you, in my

former letters, of my intention to Ftay in ,1-mericll till _".lay, yet, as
things have turned nut, I dare say you will be somewhat surprised to see
this dated from a place which many things will have concurred to make
ypu conclude has long before this been just in the same situation with

Chal'le8to'iJJ1Z,near B0810n, and JviJ1:folk, in Virginia. Though I must
eonfeFs that I look upon this town, in particular, to be in a ga]]oping
consumption, and though most of the inhabitants have forsaken it, yet
I have not been ahle to pl'evail upon myself to follow their example, as
I must, in going to the country, lose the benefit of a master with whom
I am eagerly studying some things which are as satisfactory at present
as tbey will be necessary hereafter. I am now transacting' some businef's,
whieh, if I can get settled according to my mind, will ohlige me to retnrl1
to .Jamaica by the way of London; and it depends upon this business
whether I see you very soon, if in London, or persist in. my former
intention of staying here till ~}[lI!I' My time is short; so you must
excuse this unsatisfact~ method of writing to one who should know
all my actions, and reasons why.

My complaint still continues to give me uneasiness, though my appe~r-
ance is healthy in the highest. degree, my appetite keen, and am Instier
than ever I was. I wrote ynu on the 25th of December. I don't
remember the subject., nor have I time at present to look at the copy. r
received, sometime ago, a ktter from Mr. Sler'ling. He is the only
person in Jamaica from whom I have heard since my arrival in this
country, I pray remember me to everybody.

I am, dear hrother, yours, sincerely, J AMES CAMPBELL.

To Mr. .John Camjlbell. To the care of Tf'illimn Innes, Esq., Merchant,
I"ondon.

ASIA, Febl'llary 7, ]776.

DEAR SI R: I suppose, by this time, you have heard of my situation;
but, thank God, I have escaped that villano us treachery in attempting t.o
make a prisoner of me fur bringing intelIigenee on board the King's
ships, which I now dare to say they were not far out. Captain Vandejntt
has treated me very kindly, and has recommended me to Genera] Clinton,
who sails on a secret expedition to-morrow, on board the .M",'c",'y, I
believe for Virginia, but is kept a profound secret. He has got a num-
ber of recruits on board the transport. I sha]] embrace this opportunit.y
of going with him, as I make no doubt, frum what Captain Vand,jmt
told me, I shall meet with success. It distressed me beyond expression
that I had it not in my power to bid you farewel!; but when you con-
sider my situation, I need not make an apo]ogy, as I am persuaded it will
be the last letter I shall have the pleasure of writing to you. I think it
my duty to return my sincere thanks for the many civilities and kind
friendship you have shown me since I had the honour of your acquain-
tance. As I have not time to write to my friends in Il'eland, I shall be
much obliged to you to acquaint them with my intentions. I need not
dwell any further on that suhject, as I make no doubt you wiJI do al! that
is in your power for my interest, and take the earliest opportunity. It
grieves me heynnd expression t.o he under the necessity of applying to
you at this present time; but having no other friend with whom I may
take this liberty, induces me to be troublesome. My situation here is so
distressing, that I am unable to make it. appear; though I thaHk God I
have a fine prospect of doing wel!. I have not. got a second shirt nor
stuekings; in short, I have not got a second bit of clothes of any kin,l
to put on, except what I have on; therefore sball be much obligei! to
you to ]et me have some ]ittle of your old clothes. I should not make
this application, hut believe me, dear sir, to be under the greatest distress;
so I hope you will give me some little things. I have not one shilling to
buy me anything. I shou]d not make these bold requests, but imagine
father will pay you for your expense. Excuse me for this liberty of
mentioning your being paid a:~ain; but do assure you I look on it as
charity, not as any interest. I hope you wil! excuse haste and trouble.

I am, dear sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
WILLIAM McDERMOTT.

To John Kelly.
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Minute-men, raised for his Regiment, and which Lord Stir-
ling has requested may be sent to this City, to wit: lJ''iRiam
Clarke, Captain; Gilbert Strong, First Lieutenant; and
Abraham Hyat, Second Lieutenant.

Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gentlemen.
And they were issued accordingly.

Mr. Oliver Templeton applied for liberty to go on board
the Ship PheniJ7, to obtain leave of Captain Parker for the
vessel loaded by order of the Continental Congress to go to
sea.

An oath was administered to Mr. Templeton, in the words
following:

"You do solemnly swear on the Holy E~'angelists of
Almighty God, that you will not give any intelligence or
information whatever to any person or persons on board of
the ships-of-war in this harbour, or on board of Govemour
Tryon's ship, or the Packet, or any of them, relative to any
Fortifications erecting for the defence of this City and Colo-
ny; and that you will not carryon board any or either of the
said vessels, or deliver to any person on board of or belong-
ing to the said vesseJs, any letter or paper writing, until you
shall have read the same, and know that it does not contain
Rny information relative to the said Fortifications, or any of
them. So help you God."

Ordered, That Mr. Oliver Templeton be, and he is here-
by, permitted to go on board his Majesty's Ship Phenix
with the Port-1\Taster, and to return, he having been previ-
ously sworn that he will not convey any intelligence relative
to the Fortifications erecting for the delence of this City and
Colony.

The Account of Christopher Duyckinck and his Com-
pany, for going to Nassau-Island, and tarrying sundry days,
by order of the Provincial Congress, to attempt t6 take a
pilot, was brought into the Committee and read: it amounts
to forty-four Pounds one Shilling and six Pence, only.

Ordered, That it be submitted to the Auditors, or Pay-
Tab]e Board.

The Committee took into coosideration the case of John
Young, brought from Easthampton, now a prisoner at the
Barracks, and the Letters and Examinations relating to him.
And thereupon made the following order, to wit:

Ordered, That John Young, a native, and the son of a
gentleman of Philadelphia, who, contrary to the will of his
f\lther, has entered as a volunteer into the Ministerial ser-
vice, and is now in custody in the Barracks of this City,
be safely conveyed to Philadelphia, together with certified
copies of the several Letters of recommendation found upon
him in his passage to Boston; and the Right Honourable
the Earl of Stirling is hereby requested to supply such
Guard, and furnish such other necessary means for the safe
conveyance of the said John Young to Philadelphia, so as
his Lordship shall think proper. .

A draft of a Letter to the Committee at Philadelphia was
read and approved; and is in the words following, to wit:

In Committee ofSa(ety, Xew-York, March 18, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: The unhappy excursions of the son of any
gentleman friendly to the general interests of America, give
us great pain. Upon the subject of Mr. Young, we thought
the best thing we could do would be to secure his con-
veyance to your Committee, not doubting that the good
sense of the parent, co-operating with filial piety, will bring
the young gentleman to a proper sense of his duty. We en-
close the papers necessary to elucidate his case; and are, with
great respect, gentlemen, your most obedient servants.

By order of the Committee of Safety.

To the General Committee of Association.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the Chairman, and transmitted; and the Secretaries pre-
pare and enclose therein copies of the sundry Letters and
papers brought fi'om EastharrqJton, which relate to the said
John Young.

A long Letter from Jacamiah Allen, bearincr date on the
16th instant, was read and filed. He tbereby informs that
~ighty-two of the Guns beyond King's Brid<re are cleared
~nd unspiked; that he will be able to compl~te the whole
In three weeks from the date thereof, and he thereby offers
1is services to guard those Guns for oneo-half of what David
Barclay gets.

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. v.

A Letter from Abraham Lent, Esquire, Colonel of the
Orange town Regiment, bearing date the 17th instant, was
read and filed. He thereby informs that he has received
the Reso]ution and Order of the Provincial Congress of the
13th instant, for sending a number of men from his Regi-
ment to New- ¥9rk. He thereby proposes to send a Captain
and set of Officers for a Minute Company, and requests an
explanation of the Order, which he appears to bave misun-
derstood.

A draft of an Answer to Colonel Lent was read and ap-
proved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

In Committee of Safety, New-York, March 18, 1776.

SIR: lYe received yours of yesterday, and have only
to observe, that only a Lieutenant's party was to be taken
from your Regiment. And as for your Minute-men, we
would remind you that there can be no such thing unless
a Company is mgularIy formed; therefore advise you to
send down with all convenient speed the thirty-five men
wrote for, with a First Lieutenant and Ensign, \virh Non-
Commissioned Officers in the same proportion.

'Ye are, respectfully, sir, your very humble servants.
By order of the Committee.

Colonel Abraham Lent, Orange.

Mr. Paulding, one of the Members, informed the Com-
mittee that several of the Members from Westchester County,
conceiving that they were directed to purchase Pork for a
Magazine, were purchasing quantities 'for that purpose; that
Colonel Gilbert Drake, by a late Order of the Congress,
was also purchasing the whole quantity directed to be stored
in that County, whereby there is danger that the said article
of Provisions may be purchased at an exorbitant price.
Thereupon, the Committee came to the determination in the
words following, to wit:

Whereas dift(~rent appointments have been made by the
Provincia] Congress for the purchase of barrelled Pork for
the publick service, in l¥estchester County,

It is therefore Ordered, That no person employed in that
service pay more for that article of Provision than four Pounds
per barre], subject to the expense of the sellers fc)r cartage
to tbe place of delivery in the County.

Captain Wynkoop attended the Committee, and informed
that, in pursuance of the directions of the Provincial Con-
gress, given to him on . . . . . . . last, he had called on
Major Douglass, and delivered to him a copy of General
Schuyler's letter of the - instant, relating to the service on
the Lakes; that Major Douglass declined giving him any
definitive answer on that subject; and intimated, that if he
did undertake that service he would not be able to attend
it sooner than two months hence.

Thereupon a draft of a Letter' to Major Douglass was
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to
wit:

In Committee of Safety, New-York, March 18, 1776.

SIR: A gentleman engaged in the publiek service should
always be ready to determine upon any question of service
submitted to his option. Mr. 1Vynkoop, we are informed,
communicated to you the copy of a letter from l\Iajor-Gc-
neral Schnyler, from which it appears that the Continental
Congress has reserved for you the office of Commodore on
the Lakes, and designated Captain l¥ynkoop fi)f service
under you in that department. The General has recom-
mended Mr. Wynkoop to that command, in case of your
refusal. Lest you should have forgotten the contents of the
General's letter, we enclose you a copy of it. "T e request
your immediate answer. If you accept of the appointment,
we expect you will stand ready at a minute's notice fOI'the
execution or-duty whenever the service requires it.

Weare, sir, your humble servants.
By order of the Committee of Safety.

To Major Douglass.

A long Letter /i'om Colonel Isaac Nicoll, at the Fortifi-
cations in the Highlands, dated tbe 15th instant, was read
and filed. Amongst other things, he therein complains of
many inconveniences at the Post for want of a Commissary
of Provisions and Barrack furniture, and encloses an account
of Ammunition supplied by the. Commissioners to Captain
Samuel Raymond, and not returned; which Account is in .
the words following, to wit:

87
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Dr.
" Captain Samuel Raymond,

"To ammunition delivered,.., January, 1776, By the Commissioners, and not returned:
"Powder, . pounds, 16
"Musket-Balls, . pounds, ~9

" Do. Cartridge Paper, . quires, ~
"\VILLIA:\I BEDLow, l c ..
"JONATHAN LAWRENCE. 5 ommtsswncrs.

"Fort Constitution, March 8, 1776."

Ordered, That the said Report and Letter remain over
for consideration, inquiry, and answer.

A Return of Captain Benjamin Egbert's Company, from
Beat No. ~, of the City of New- York, who had been on
fatigue yesterday at the Fortifications, was brought into the
Committee, and filed.

Die Martis, A. M., March 19, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: .Joseph Hallett, Esq., Chairman.
FOR N EW-Y oRK.-Mr. Ha(lett, Major Stontcnbnrgh, Cap-

tain Rutgers, Mr. Scott.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Gelston, Mr. Hobart.
FOR TRyoN.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Nlorris Graham, General Petrns

Ten Broeck.
FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Cantine.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison.
FOR KINa's.-Mr. Polhemus.

Captain Blauvelt, from Orange town, attending, requested
the sense of the Committee whether the thirty-five men or-
dered to this City, out of Colonel Lent's Regiment, may not
come down under the command of a Captain and Ensign.

The Committee are of opinion that the thirty-five privates
ordered from Orangetown may be commanded by Captain
Blauvelt and his Ensign.

John Griffiths attending, was admitted. He requested a
permit to go on board the Packet, and to return. Where-
upon a permit was given him in the words following, to wit:

Ordered, That Mr. John Griffiths be, and he is hereby,
permitted to go on board the Packet with the Port-Master,
and to return, he having been sworn that he will not give or
convey any intelligence on board said ship, or either of the
Ships-of- War, or the Governour's ship, relative to the Fortifi-
cations erecting for the defence of this City and Col9ny.

Captain Mercier applied to the Committee of Safety for
an Order to take twenty-five Water-casks from the Stores,
for the use of a Vessel, purchased by the Marine Committee,
for an Armed Vesse!.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Captain William Mercier have
leave to take immediately twenty-five such 'Vater-casks as
he shall choose, of those now in store or yard near lFarren's
Wharf, at the Hudson River; the same being for pubJick
use for one of the Colony Armed Vessels.

Captain Men;ier further informed the Committee that the
Blacksmiths, Carpenters, and other Mechanicks, who are, and
have been, employed in making the Carriages fix Cannon,
are much in want of cash; that three hundred Pounds will
be sufficient to pay them, in part, for the present.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Living-
ston, Esq., as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this
Colony, advance to William .Mercier the sum of three hun-
dred Pounds, on account, towards paying and discharging
the Accounts and Debts become due for making Gun-Car-
riages; and that tbe Treasurer take Captain TVilliam ]tIer-
cier's receipt for the same.

The Chairman and Captain Rutgers informed the Com-
mittee that, in pursuance of the direction of the Provincial
Congress, of the - day of ~March, instant, they had pur-

chased a S]oop, to be made an Armed Vessel, for the
defence of the Trade of this and the neighbouring Colonies;
that they had agref~d to pay the sum of four hundred and
thirty Pounds for the said Sloop.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to Captain Anthony
Rutgers the sum of four hundred and thirty Pounds, to pay
for the said Vessel; and that the Treasurer take Mr. Rut-

_ gers'.y receipt for the same.

ColonellIyer, Major Jl:Ialcom, and Captain WOQl, of the

Second Battalion, or Regim-ent, of the City of New- York,
came into the Committ(:e. They informed that they were.
authorizcd by the said Battalion to oIft;r their service as a
Regiment, to be taken into constant pay as Minute-men.
After some conversation on that matter, the Committee in-
formed those gentlemen that they would take that matter
into consideration, and give them an answer as soon as con-
veniently they can determine.

Abraham Lott, Esquire, Agent Victualler, and Thomas
IIorsefield, the Brewer at Brooklyn Ferry, at the door,
were admitted. They stated difficulties attending the send-
ing on board Beer to the ships-of-war, under the attendance
of and with the Port-Master only; as it happens at timesthat
his other necessary engagements in his duty, and going to
the ships in the Harbour, will not permit him to go at the

.hours they want his attendance. Mr. Lott and Mr. Horsc-
fidd withdrew.

The Committee having considered of the said appJicatioll,
are of opinion, and determine not to make any alteration in
the mode fixed for supplying the ships, or either of them.

Mr. lIorsefield was called in, and informed of the deter-
mination of the Committee.

John Murray, at the door, was admitted. He requested a
pernlission t6 send Bread on board of the Ship Dutchess of
Gordon. After having fully heard :Mr. Alurray, the Com-
mittee consent that Mr. ]}[urray shall have a permit deliver-
ed to the Port-Master to send five hundred weight of Bread
on board of the said ship; but that he shall not have any
further permit until he produces an account of the Pro.-i-
sions and Stores on board of the said ship, for ship's use.

A Return from Asahel Berry, the Officer of the Port-
Guard, at the North River, during last night, and therein
said to be made to the Captain of the Main Guard at tlHc~
Lower Barracks, was delivered to the Chaim1an, and read.

The Prisoners therein mentioned, except James Cotlin,
being brought to the door by a Guard, David Ketch' and
William Douglass were brought in and examined. T,,:o
witnesses, with respect to them, were called in and examin-
ed. It appears that David Ketch flashed his Gun several
times at some of the Sentinels.

Ordered, That the Gun be eXamined whether it is loaded,
as the witnesses suppose; and that application be made to a
Magistrate to bind over the said David Ketch, and take sureties
for his keeping the peace, and being of good behaviour.

And Ordered, That the runaway Kegro therein mentioned
be sent to Bridewell,and that the Overseer thereof receiye
and advertise him. That the free Kegro be discharged;
and that, until these matters are done and further order
given, the said Prisoners (except the free Negro) be retul'lled
to the Guard-House.

Application being made for a permit to send Letters on
board of the Packet,

Ordered, That Mr. Scott and Colonel Morris Graham
be a Committee to eXaII)ine aU Letters designed to be sent
on board of the Packet, before they are sealed, and to retain
them until they are sent on board by the Port-Master. That
those gent]emcn, on their honour, keep secret the contents
of every Letter they may so examine, unless, in their opi-
nion, it should so fiu concern the publick that they should
think it their duty to communicate the contents to the Com-
mittee of Safety.

.
And Ordered, That the Inhabitants, as occasion may

require, be informed of this Order.

The case of NIl'. John Delancey, and his compJaint against
Mr. John De ~Vitt, Captain of the Militia in the Beat
where Mr. Delancey resides, was sent in to the Committee.
For the want of time to take the same into consideration, it
is deferred for the present.

A Letter from Lord Stirling, relating to the Artillery
immediately necessary to be fitted for use, was read. A state
of the whole Artillery on the Island, and of what is necessary
to complete them to a certain degree; and also a separate
Return of the Cannon, down to Six-Pounders, inclusive, and
of what is necessary to complete them to a certain degwc,
received in Lord Stirling's said Letter, were respectively
read.

Ordered, That the Bearer be discharged from the door,
and that the said Letter be taken into consideration this
afternoon.
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4t(l ho. P. M., Die Martis, March 19, 1776.

The Committee met Qursuant to adjournment.

Present: Mr. Joseph IIallett, Chairman.

FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Scott, Colonel lUcDongall, Cap-
tain Rutgers, Mr. Sands, Major Stoutenburgh.

FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Gelston.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR KING's.-:Mr. Polhemus.
FOR ULSTER.-l\Ir. Cantine.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison.
FOR TRYON.-l\Ir. John .Moore.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel'Morris Graham, Colonel Petrus

Ten Broeck.
FOR CmmERLAND.-.Colonel Tf7illiam W'illiams.

The Chairman laid before the Committee a Letter from
Mr. JJloses Ogden, of Newark, requesting an advance of
one hundred Pounds, to pay for Coal to cast the Shot which
Mr. Hallett had agreed with him for by order of the Provin-
cial Congress.

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to Mr. Moses Ogden was
read and approved of, and is in the words following, to
wit:

In Committee of Safety, New.York, March 19, 1776.

SIR : Your letter on the subject of shot, for which a
verbal contract only now subsists, I laid before the Com-
mittee of Safety. They have it much at heart to be im-
mediately supplied with that article, and are therefore ex-
tremely ready to enable you, by a reasonable advance of
cash, to execute your part of the contract; but they wish it
should be reduced to writing, that nothing may be left to
doubtful constl'llction. I am directed by the Committee to
request your immediate attendance on them for the purpose
of carrying a contract of so much importance into imme-
diate and effectual execution.

I am, sir, your very humble servant.

To Mr. lJ'Ioses Ogden, at Newark.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the Chairman, and transmitted.

Co]onel lJ'IcDouU'all informed the Committee that the
wife of Captain hhn Lamb, of the Artillery, (now Major
John Lamb, in Canada,) has a letter of attorney fi'om her
husband to receive part of his pay; that she has a family to
maintain, and is in want of money; and Colonel J\ilcDou-
gall requests to know whether the Committee will authorize
him, from time to time, to advance her some money, in part
of her husband's pay.

Thereupon, Ordered, That ColonellJ'IcDougall be, and
he is hereby, authorized to advance to Mrs. Lamb, the wife
of l\fajor John Lamb, such sum per month as she is, by a
power of attorney fi'Om her said husband, emeowered to
receive, as part of his pay; and that Colonel McDougall
take her receipt for such sums as he shall, from time to
time, advance to her, and see that the same be deducted
out of Major Lamb's pay.

A Return of Barrack necessaries now wanting for Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Matthias Ward's Battalion of Militia, from
Essex County, New-Jersey, was brought in, read, and filed,
as follows: EilTht Rooms want three Dishes in each Room,
twenty-four; eight Rooms ~ant nine Spoons in each Room,
seventy-two. .

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius deliver to the Quarter-
master of Lieutenant-ColonellJ'Iatthias Ward's Regiment of
Militia from New-Jersey, twenty-four Dishes and seventy-
two Spoons, for the use of his Troops, or MiJitia, placed in
eight rooms in this City.

Colonel Lott came into the Committee half an hour past
'five o'clock.

The Committee took into consideration the proposal of
Colonel Hyer, and the other officers of the Secoml Battalion
of the City of New- York, made to the Committee this morn-
ing; and thereupon came to the determination in the words
foHowing, to wit: -

"The Committee of Safety, taking into consideration the
application of Colonel Ryer, respecting the Second Batta-
lion of Independent Companies of the Militia of this City,
are wil1ing to engage the said Battalion as Minute-men, on
immediate pay, to continue two months, upon the folJowing
tenns. viz:

"The Battalion to consist of at least seven Companies,
each Company 10 consist of eighty-six men, including Ser-
geants, Corporals, Drum ind Fife, besides Qfficers; to have
one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, one Major, one Adju-
tant, and one Quartermaster. The pay to be the same as
the Continental Troops, with an alJowance of eight Shil-
lings per week for their .rations an? Barrack furniture.' The
officers to receive pay m proportIon to the number of men'
in their respective Companies: that is to say, that, accord--
ing to the whole number of men, as many offi~e~s ~halJ re-
ceive pay as, conformable to the rules of dlsclplme and
service shaH be a sufficient body of officers for such a com-
mand ~s the number of men shall amount to."

Ordered, That a certified copy of the ab(we be deliver-
ed to Major Stoutenburgh, to be proposed to the said Second
Battalion.

A Letter from Governour Tryon to the Inhabitants of
this Colony, at the request of a Member, was brought from
Hugh Gaine to the Committee, and read.

Ordered, That the Secretaries keep an exact copy there-
of, and return the original to Hugh Gaine with an possible
despatch.

A copy thereof was taken and filed. [See 1385.]

Mr. Robart, Mr. Thomas Smith, and Mr. Ray, came into
the Committee, at half an hour past six o'clock.

The Committee took into consideration the Proposal of
Jacamiah Allen, contained in his Letter, to guard the Can-
non at King's Bridge for half the money Mr. David Bar-
clay now gets for that service.

Ordered, That Jacamiah Allen take the charge of guard-
ing those Guns in future, while a Guard for them shan be
wanted, and on the conditions he has offered.

The Petition of Josiah Robertson, Johannes Tacle, and
forty-nine others of the inhabitants of JJIarUletown, in Ulster
County, subscribers thereto, was rcad and filed. They pray
that they may be imbodied into a Company of Grenadiers,
in Colonel Levi Pauling's Regiment, in Ulster County; that
havinfT obtained the approbation of the Commanding Oilicer
of th; RClTiment and of the Committee of the Township,
and of the'=>Officers of the Militia in .Marbletown, they had
elected Charles W. Broadhead for Captain, Jacob Dc
Lameter for First Lieutenant, lJ'[oses]JL Can tine for Second
Lieutenant, and Jacob Chambers for Ensign.

A Letter from Colonel Levi Pauling, Chairman of the
Committee at jWarbletown, requesting that the Officers
might be commissioned, was also read.

Ordered, That Commissions issue for those geutlemen
respectively.

The Committee then took into consideration the Letter
of Lord &irling, and Returns of Artjllery Stores wanting,
which were received at noon. The same were again read,
and are as follow:

"New-York, March IS, 1776.

" SIR: It is of the utmost importance to the safety of this
City and Province that all the artillery we are to rely on be
completed in every article. It was but lately that I could
obtain a complete state of all the artiI1ery on this Island. It
was then so near the adjournment of your Congress that I
did not care to introduce to it a matter so long in detail. I
now enclose to you a return (No. 1.) of the whole artil-
lEry, and the articles wanting to equip and complete them
to one hundred rounds, by which you will observe that all
the cannon below six-pounders are in want of every article,
and would take up more time than we can spare at present
to complete them. I have therefore made out another re-
turn (No.2.) of alJ the cannon down to six-pounders, in-
clusive, and these, if the work be properly distributed, may
soon be equipped with every necessary; and I must request
that the Committee of Safety wilJ, as soon as possible, take
measures to haye all necessaries provided; and you may be
assured that I will lend every assistance in my power for
forwarding the work.

"
As I have no copies of these returns, I should be glad

to have them sent back to me when you have taken copies
of them. .

"I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,

"
STIRL"ING.

"To the Chairman of the Committe~ of Safi~tyof New-
York."

.
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No. I.-A Return of the Cannon that are 6r capable of being madefit for service, in or near the City of NEW-YORK,
with the articles wanting to equip them for action, with one hundred rounds for each Gun.
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No. 2.-Return of the Cannon that are 01' capable of being made fit for service, in or near the City of NEW-YORK,
with the articles wanting to equip them for action, with one hundred rounds for each Gun.

o E\lUIP THEM, AtLOWING FIFTEEN CA:'<ISTERS FOR ..l 32-POUNDER, AND FIFTY

FOR THE OTHER PIECES.
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122 300 122 122 L22 L22 IGI921~1~1 1122

I

if .Ilrticle8 'Wanting to complete the Cannon, according to the abot!e Return.

ders. Lint-Stocks, (continued) ...1 for 24-pounders.
10 18 do.
18 12 do.
20 9' do.
31 6 do.

300 Tubes.. .
'"

. . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .300 6 do.
/22 Priming-Irons... . .. . . .. . . .. .. . .. 42 32 do.

1 24 do.
10 18 do.
18 12 do.
20 9 do.
31 6 do.

122 Gjm]ets, , .42 32 do.
1 24 do.

10 18 do.
18 12 do.
20 9 do.
31 6 do.

122 Oilcloths.. .. .. . .., . . .
"

.. . .. . . .42 32 do.
. 1 24 do.
10 18 do.
18 12 do.
20 9 do.
31 6 do.

122 Aprons of Lead ..42 32 do.
1 24 do.

10 18 do.
18 12 do.
20 9 do.
31 6 do.

16 Haversacks ..16 6 do.
192 Portlires 192 6 do.
16 PortJ1re-Sticks , 16 6 do.
16 Tube-Boxes 16 6 do.
122 Tomkins. . .. . . . .. . . .. . . .. .. ... .42 32 do.

1 24 do.
10 18 do.
18 12 do.
20 9 do.
31 6 do.
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Lord Stirling sent to the Committee of Safety a copy of
sundry Resolutions of the Continental Congress; which were
read and filed, and are in the words following, to wit:

"IN CONGRESS,March 14, 1776.-Resolved, That eight
thousand Men be ordered for the defence of the Colony of
New- York.

"That Orders issue to Colonel Irvine immediately to
march with his Battalion to New- York, and put himself
under the command of the Officer commanding there.

"That Colonel Dayton be likewise ordered with bis Bat-
talion. to march to New- York, and join the forces there.

"That Colonel Shee and Colonel JUagaw be also order-
ed to march with their Battalions to j'{ew- York. "

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Assem-
blies, Conventions, and Councils, or Committees of Safety,
of the United Colonies, immediately to cause all persons to
be disarmed within tbeir respective Colonies who are noto-
riously disaffected to the cause of America, or \vho have not
associated, and refuse to associate, to defend by arms these
United Colonies against the hostile attempts of the British
Fleets and Armies; and to apply the Arms taken from such
persons, in each respective Colony, in the first rlace, to the
arming the Continental Troops raised in said Colony; in the
next place, to the arming such Troops as are raised by the
Colony for its own. defence; and the residue to be applied to
the arming the Association. That the Arms when taken be
appraised by indifferent persons, and snch as are applied to
the arming the Continental Troops be paid for by Congress,
and the residue by the respective Assemblies, Com-entions,
or Councils, or Committees of Safety.

"March 15, 1776.-Resolved, That Captain Nelson,
with his Company of Riflemen, be directed immediately to
repair to New- York.

"Resolved, That the Governour of Connecticut, the Con-
ventions and Councils of Safety of New- York and New-
Jersey, be requested to hold their Militia in rearlincss to'
march in such numbers, and at such times, for the defence
of New- York, as the Continental commander at J.Vew~York
shall desire; and that the pay of the Militia called for the
defence of New- York be the same as that of the Con-
tinental Troops raised and employed in the Middle De-
partment, to commence from the time they begin their
march.

"Resolved, That Lord Stirling be directed to order the
Troops destined for Canada to proceed on their march,
agreeable to their former orders.

"
Extract from the Minutes:

"CHARLES THOMSQN, Secretary.

"
By order of the Congress:

"JOHN HANCOCK,President."

[Copy of ~overnour Tryon's Letter:]

"
10 the Inhabitants of the Colony' of N EW-YORK.

"Notwithstanrling prejudice, delusion, and faction, have
hitherto among too many usurped the seat of reason and re-
flection, and every exhortation I have offered to the inhabi-
tants of this Province (in whose affection I have been taught
to be happy) has bee{l reviled and treated with neglect; yet,
as my wishes for their prosperity and feeJingg for their cala-
mities, cannot easily be suppressed, even towards the disobe-
dient, I cannot but repeat my endeavours to recall those
who have revolted from their allegiance to a sense of their
duty, and to comfort those who have been the objects of
oppression for their zealous attachment to our happy Con-
stitution and their steady obedience to the sovereignty of the
British Empire. It is in the clemency and authority of
Great Britain only, under God, that we can look for hap-
piness, peace, and protection; and I have it in command
from the King to encourage, by every m~ans in my power,
the expectation in his Majesty's well-disposed subjects in
this Governm.ent, of every aS3istance and protection the
state of Great Britain will enable his M<!jesty to afford
them; and to cherish every appearance of a disposition on
their part to withstand the tyranny and misrule which ac-
company the acts of those who have but too well hitherto
succeeded in the total subversion of legal Government.

"
Under such assurances, therefore, I exhort all the friends

to good order and our justly admired Constitution, still to
preserve that constancy of mind which is inherent in the
breasts of virtuous and loyal citizens; and I trust a very few

months wiJI relieve them from their present oppressed, in,..
jured, and insulted condition.

"Enf.!;lanJ, Scotland, ireland, and Wales, have uniterl to
place tI~eirwhole 3trength, power, and confidence, in his Ma-
jesty's hands. The numerous addresses from all parts of
the King's dominions in Europe, speak the loyalty and zeal
with which his subjects there engage to support his lV1ajesty
in asserting and maintaining the just sovereignty of the Bri-
tish Empire O\'er all its members.

"
The British state moves not by sudden and violent sal-

lies, nor wantonly Oppl"eSSeS;she has lenity for hor basis, and
is distincruished for moderation and forbearance; but when
her just indignation is ronsed, the experience of other nations
can testify her \veight and forco. It cannot be sufficiently
lamenterl, that tbe condud of this country has called for so
severe a rod; may a timely and dutiful submission avert its
suoke. I have the satisfaction to inform you that a door is
still open to such honest, but deluded people, as wiJI avail
themsel ves of the justice and benevolence which the supreme
Legislature has held out to them, of being restored to the
King's grace and peace, and that proper steps have been
taken for passing a commission for that purpose, under the
Great Seal of Great Britain, in conformity to a provision in
a lato act of Parliament; the Commissioners thereby to
be appointed having also power to inquire into the state and
condition of the Colonies, for effecting a restoration of the
publiek tran quillity. ,,

'V TILLIAM RYON.

"
Ship Dutchess of Gordon,

"Norlh-River,New-York, March 16, 1776."

Die Mercurii, A. M., March 20, 1776.

The Committee met pursnant to adjournment.

Present: Joseph [iallett, Esq., Chairman.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Hallett, :l\1r. Scott, Captain Rut-

gers.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Gelston.
FOR TRYoN.-Mr. Moore.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel J}1. Graham.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR Knw's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Rhea, ::VIr.Cantine.
FOR ORANGE.-ColoneJ Allison.

Ordeml, That John Clauston, Master of the Sloop
Success, belonging and bound to Dighton, in Massachusetts
Government, be permitted to lade 011board the said Sloop
thirty barrels of Flour, and to convey the same to Dighton
aforesaid.

Abraham Lott, Esq., Treasurer, attending, was admittrd.
He requested a permit to go on board the Asia and Phenix,
ships-of-war, to settle accounts with the Pursers of each ship.

Thereupon, a permission was given to Mr. Lott, in the
words following, to wit:

Ordered, That Abraham Lott, Esquire, be, and he is
hereby, permitted to go on board the Ships-of- W ar in this
Harbour, in company with the Port-Ma3ter, and to return, he
having been swprn that he will not convey any intelligence
relative to tbe Fortifications erecting for the defence of this
City and Colony.

Abraham Livingston informed the Committee, the Com-
mittees of Westchester and Dutchess will not permit him to
bring Pork from those Counties; and requested an order [or
the purpose of enabling himto obtain Pork. Thereupon, an
Order was given to him in the words following, viz :

.Mr. Abraham Livingston, of the City of New- York,
Merchant, has, agreeable to a Resolution of the Continen:..
tal Congress, contracted with the Provincial Congress of
this Colony to supply a]] tho Continental Troops in this
Colony with Provisions:

Therefore Ordered, That the respective Committees of
the Counties of T'fiestchester and Dutchess 'permit Mr. Abra-
ham Livingston to export Provisions of any kind whatso-
ever from either of those two Counties to New- York, on his
giving (or any other such proper person as is employed on
his behalf) such security as the Committees approve of, to
land and store such Provisions in New- York or King's
County.

Luke Kiersted, Petrus Byvanck, and Francis Bassett,
a sub-Committee of the General Committee of the City of
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New- York, in pursuance of a late order of the Provincial
Congress, delivered in their Report in writing, by them sub-
scribed, that they had inspected into the state of Provisions
and Bar-Iron in this City, and found the quantities to be
according to their Return made, and those in the hands of
the persons therein named. They thereby return the fol-
lowing quantities, viz: Pork, 106 barrels; Flour, 2,694
barrels; Beef, 97 barrels; Bar-Iron, 32~ tons.

One of the Secretaries brought in a draft of separate
brders to different gentlemen for preparing the Artillery
Stores and apparatus necessary for the Cannon at this City;
~vhich were read and approved of.

The Committee in pursuance of the request of Lord
Stirling, attending, the state of the Artillery and the Stores
!It present wanting for those of six-pound Shot and upwards,
a.greed and ordered that the following Stores be provided for
the Artille.ry, with all possible despatch, by the following
persons, VIZ:

Ordered, That Colonel Curteniu.'J provide immediately
the following Articles and Stores for Artillery, viz:

68 Drag-Ropes.. . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . ..8 for IS-pounders.
.

16 12 do.
12 9 do.
32 6 do.

122 Gimlets .42 32 do.
1 24 do.

10 18 do.
IS 12 do.
20 9 do.
31 6 do.

Ordered, That Mr. William Mercier direct and have
immediately prepared and fit for use, the fol]owingArtillery
Carriages, Articles, and Apparatus, viz : .

20 Garrison Carriages .. . . .. . . . . . ..5 for32-pounders.
15 6 do.

32 Field.Carriages.. .. .. . .. .. . . .. . .. . . ';! IS do.
S 12 do.
6 9 do.

16 6 do.
146 Handspikes. . . ... . . ... . . . .. .

"
. . .4 32 do.

38 12 do.
50 9 do.
M 6 do.

45 Sponges, with Rammers. . . .. . . .. . . .1 24 do.
5 IS do.
8 9 do.

31 6 do.
97 J,adles. .. . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. .35 32 do.

1 24 do.
7 18 do.
7 12 do.

16 9 do.
31 6 do.

74 Worms ..22 32 do.
10 12 do.
13 9 do.
29 6 do.

122 Unt-Stocks 42 32 do.
1 24 do.

10 18 do.
18 12 do.
20 9 do.
31 6 do.

122Tomki~s.. . .. ., . . .42 32 d~.
1 24 do.

10 18 do.
18 12 do.
20 9 do.
31 6 do.

And Ordered, That MI'. Anthony Griffiths direct the
preparing of, and have immediately prepared, the following
necessary Artillery Stores, viz:

Flannel Cartridgcs .300 for
1,500 Paper Cartridges... . . .. . . .. . . .500

. 1,000
4,630 Canisters, filled with Shot .630

50
500
900

1,000
1,550

2,550 1tound-!3hot. . . . . . . .. . ... . . .1,000
1,550

(Mr. Hallett has contracted for them;
and ready as fast as possible.)

122 Aprons of Lead .42 for 32-pounders.
1 24 do.

10 IS do.
18 J.:l do.
20 9 do.
31 6 do.

80'0Tubes..... .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. 300 6 do.

6-pounders.
9 do.
6 do.

32 do.
24 do.
18 do.
12 do.

9 do.
6 do.
9 do.
6 do.

they will be cast

122 Priming.Irons. . ... .. .. .. . ..42 for 32-p:iunders
1 24 do.

11) 18 do.
18 12 do.
20 9 do.
31 6 do.

122 Oilcloths ..42 32 do.
1 24 do.

10 18 do.
18 12 do.
20 9 do.
31 6 do.

16 Haversacks ..16 6 do.
19~ Portfires ..192 6 do.
16 Portfire Sticks ... .16 6 do.
16'rubeBoxes... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 16 6 do.

ltloses Ogden, from Newark, attended, in pursuance of
tbe Letter for that purpose from this Committee, and en-
tered into a Contract with Mr. Hallett, on behalf of the Com-
mittee, for making of Grape Shot; which Contract is in the
words following, to wit:

Articles of Agreement between JOSEPH HALLETT, Chair-
man of the Committee oj Safety for the Colony of N ~;w-
Y aRK, and MosEs OGDEN, of NEWARK, in the Colony
of NEW-JERSEY.

The said ]}loses Ogden agrees and covenants with the said
Joseph Hallett, to perform, as follows, to wit:

The said ltloses Ogden agrees to deliver at the Ferry, at
Paulus Hook, the following quantity of Shot, at the follow-
ing times, and in the following proportions, to wit: Two tons
of two-ounce Grape-Shot, two tons of three-ounce Grape-
Shot, one ton of four ounce Grape-Shot, and one ton of
eight-ounce Grape-Shot; one thousand Shot of twelve pounds
each; one thousand, of nine pounds each; two thousand, of
six pounds each ;-all be]ow six pounds weight, at forty
Pounds per ton, the rest at twenty-eight Pounds pel' ton.
The delivery to begin at farthest on the 6th day of April
next; and three tons at least to be delivered in every week
till the whole quantity shall be delivered. MI'. Hallett, in
behalf of the Committee of Safety, agrees to pay for the said
Shot at the abovesaid rates and prices, and to advance one
hundred Pounds in cash to Mr. Ogden, towards the exeC11-
tion of the above contract on his part, for which Mr. Ogdm
is to give his bond to Mr. Hallett, to be cancelled as soon
as he shall have delivered Shot to that value.. MosEs OGDEN.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of
ROBERT BENSON,
JOHN McKESSON.

New-York, March 20,1176.

Moses Ogden and Mr. Hallett having executed each a
copy of the said Contract, and exchanged them, the said
Moses Ogden executed a Bond to the said Joseph Hallett,
conditioned for the payment of one hundred Pounds, agree-
able to the said Contract; and an Order on the Treasurer of
the Provincial Congress was delivered to the said .Moses
Ogden, in the words following, to wit:

Ordered, That Peter Van Bmgh Livingston, Esq., as
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of tbis Colony, ad-
vance to Mr. ltloses Ogden the sum of one hundred Pounds,
in part of the Money payable to pim on the Contraet
with Mr. Joseph Hallett, for a quantity of Grape-Shot and
Cannon-Ball for the use of the Continental Army in this
Colony.

A certain William Powell sent a Letter to the Committee
requesting a permit to go on board Captain Parker's ship,
the Phenix, to solicit his consent to proceed to sea, that he
may go to the West-Indies.

The Committee refused to give him a permit.
Otto Parisien brought to the Committee a sample of

Lead extracted from the Ore lately brought to this city by
John McDonald. He also delivered in a Memorandum,
which was filed, in which he says that the said Ore yields
at the rate of sixty weight of Lead and half an ounce of
Silver, from one hundred weight of Ore.

Die Mcrcurii, 4to ho. P. M., March 20, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Joseph Hallett, Esq., Chairman.

FOR NEw-YoRK.-lVIr.Hallett, Mr. Scott, Captain Rutgers,
Mr. Cortlandt, Mr. Sands, Colonel Lott.

FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Gelston.
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FOR DUTcHEss.~Colonel ]Uorri$ Graham.
FOR CIJMBERLAND.~Colonell¥illiam Williams.
FOR ULSTER.~Mr. Cantine.
FOR KING's.~Mr. Polhemus.
FOR ORANGE.~Colonel Allison.
FOR TRYON.~Mr. Moore.

Captain Caleb Bmen attending, was admitted. He in-
formed the Committee that the Company of Artificers from
New-Jersey, under his command, were ordered to King's
County; that they stand in need of sundry Barrack Furni-
ture, and that the Barrackmaster and Commissary Curte-
nius refused to supply him therewith without an order from
this Committee:

Thereupon Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius deliver to
Captain Caleb Bruen, t\\70 Iron Pots, eight Straw Beds,
two Trammels, two Pails, two Candlesticks, four large
wooden Bowls, and four small wooden Bowls, for Captain
Bruen's Company of Artificers from New-Jersey, and take
his receipt on Continental account.

A Certificate or Permit from John Paul, Chairman of the
Committee of Berkley, up Taunton Rive!', in Massachusetts-
Bay, approving that Abner Rabbit, in the Sloop Rainbow,
should come to New- York for Pig-Iron, and such other Cargo
as he should think proper, was read; (the said Certificate is
dated the 5th day of Febmary last;) and a request for leave
to lade and export to Berkley forty barrels of Flour.

"Ordered, Tbat Mr. Ray and Colonel Byer be, and hereby
are, at liberty to permit Abner Rabbit to export forty barrels
of Flour, in the Sloop Rainbow, to Be!-kley, in lUassachUr
setts-Bay, if they shall think proper.

"To Mr. Ray and Colonel Hyer, and to Captain "ftlem:er."
Samuel Loudon came into the Committee, and complained

that he had a Pamphlet, intended a~ a refutation of the argu-
ments contained in the Pamphlet entitled Common Sense,
nearly printed; that he advertised the publishing of it in
Mr. Gai'M's Newspaper; that the Committee of Mechanicks
had yesterday morning prevented his going on with that
work; and that some of them, with some other persons,
have since destroyed the whole impression; by which he
has sustained the loss of at least. one hundred and fifty
.Pounds.

Samuel Loudon withprew. After some time, was called
in, and desired to state the whole transaction, and his com-
plaint, in writing, and make oath thereto; and also to have
such parts of it as fell within their knowledge, proved by
indifferent witnesses who \vere in his house; and to bring
the same to this Committee to-morrow.

A Letter from the Delegates of Maryland, requesting the
loan of Cannon for the defence of Baltimore, was read.

A Letter from the Delegates of this Colony, dated the
19th instant,' and for reasons therein mentioned, recom-
mending the application of the Colony of ~Maryland, was
read, and filed.

Ordered, That the Secretaries prepare a draft of an An-
swer to those Letters.

A Return of Colonel Clinton's Regiment of Militia in the
South end of Ulster County, from Lieutenant-Colonel James
"ft1.cClaghry, commanding the said Regiment, was read, and
filed.

A Scheme for raising Minute-men, or having one-fourth
of the Militia always in readiness to act on any emergency,

.proposed by Lieutenant-Colonel .Mc Claghry, and thereunto
annexed, was also read, and filed.

A Certificate from the Committee a~ Nl:w-London, in
Connecticut, dated the 11th instant, was read, and filed.
They certify that Peter Vandervoort is requested to sbip
one hundred barrels of superfine, and thirty barrels of com-
mon Flour, to Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., to be shipped to the
West-Indies on account of that Colony, and that all pru-
dent care will be taken to prevent its falling into the hands
of their enemies:

Thereupon Ordered, That the General Committee of the
City of New- York, or the sub-Committee for Exports, be,
and hereby are, at liberty to permit Mr. Peter Vandervoort
to export to ~Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., in New-London, one
hundred barrels of fine Flour, and thirty barrels of common
Flour, to be shipped to the West-Indies on account of the
Colony of Connecticut.

To Messrs. Ray and Hyer and to Mr. William Mercier.

Die Jovis, A. M., March 21, 1776.
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Joseph Hallett, Esq.,. Chairman.
FOR NJ<:w-YoRK.~Mr. Hallett, Captain Rutgers, l\fr.

Sands, Major Stoutenburgh.
FOR SUFFoLK.~Mr. Gelston.
FOR 'VEsTcHEsTER.~Mr. Paulding.
FOR DUTcHEss.~General P. Ten Broeck.
FOR ULSTER.~Mr. Cantine.
FOR KING's.~Mr. Polhemus.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison.
FOR TRYoN.~Mr. ltloore.
FOR CUMBERLAND.~Colonel TF£llimn Williams.

Mr. Elias Nixen, the Port-Master, attending, produced a
list of supplies wanted for the use of the Swallow Packet:

Tbereupon Ordered, That the Port-Master be, and be is
hereby, permitted to convey on board the Swallow Packet,
for the use of tbe said Packet, the following supplies, viz:
Eio-ht barrels of Bread, four barrels of Flour, five barrels ofo .
Pork, five barrels of Beef, two hundred Scupper NaIls, three
pounds of twenty-penny Nails, one quarter of fresh Beef.

Abel Iletfield, attending, requested permission to go on
board the Asia ship-of-war, to get his Clothes, which he had
left on board when taken in his Boat coming from New-
Jersey, loaded with Iron, and which was seized by Captain
Vandeput:

Thereupon Ordered, That Abd lletfield be, and he is
hereby, permitted to go on board the Asia ship-of-war,
with the Port-Master, and to return; he having been sworn
that he wiIJ not convey any intelligence relative to the Forti-
fications erecting for the defence of this City and Colony.

The Answer of the Second Battalion, with some remarks
on the Proposals of the Committee, and some new Propo-
sals, were read.

The Committee gave such answers on that subject as
they thought proper, to Major Stoutenburgh, and informed
him, in substance, that it was their opinion that the Regi-
ment ought not to be paid for any greater number of Officers
than Men; tbat it was best for them to fill their Companies;
that if all the Privates cannot be supplied with Arms im-
mediately, that they can, notwithstanding, be employed in
the Fortifications.

Mr. Nicholas Low had, on the 26th day of February
last, obtained from the Provincial Congress a Permit to
ship Flaxseed and Lumber on board of the Ship Polly,
Thomas Kennedy Master, to be exported to Cork, in Ire-
land, in return for Military Stores imported, to the amount'
of eight hundred and ninety-six Pounds and nine Pence,
which he brought back and returned to the Committee of
Safety. Mr. Low informed the Committee that he had
laded the said Flaxseed and Lumber, but that, through the
stoppage of the Ports by the Ships-of-War, he cannot get
the said Vessel and Cargo out of Port: and therefore re-
quested that he might have a permit to export to the
amount of the sum above-mentioned, in Provisions, to the.
west-Indies, in lieu of the said Flaxseed and Lumber, on
condition that the same shall not be exported:

"Ordered, That Mr. Nicholas Low be permitted to ex- :
port Provisions to the West-Indies to tbe amount of eight
hundred and ninety-six Pounds and nine Pence, in lieu of
the said Flaxseed and Lumber, on condition that the said
Flaxseed and Lumber shall not be exported.

.

"
To the General Committee of the City of New- York, and
to Mr. Ray and Colonel Hyer, their sub-Committee, and
to Captain j}lcrcier."

Captain Dennis attending, informed the Committee that
he had purchased about ten tons of Bar-Iron in New-Jersey,
and had it brought to this city last evening, and requested
permission to export the same, and twenty barrels of Flour,
to Norwich, in Connecticut:

"Ordered, Tbat Jerem1:ah Harris be permitted to lade on
hoard his Vessel the said Bar-Iron, and twenty barrels of
Flour, and convey the same to Norwicl~, in Connecticut.

"To Messrs. Ray and Hyer, and to be delivered to Captain
ltlercier. "
Captain Amos Hutchins attending, informed the Com-

mittee that he had forty-six of his men in this city; that
Mr. Sears, as Deputy Adjutant-General, had mustered them,
and that they are on duty; that he expects the residue of

-,
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his Company hourly; that he is in want of at least one" Genera] Lee informed Congress, by letter, that he had
hundred and fifty Pounds, to discharge the pay due to his imposed a Test upon the inhabitants of our Colony, in 01'-
men, and to enable them to supply themselves with neces- del' to ascertain their political principles. However salutary
saries: such a measure might be, when grounded on a legal and

Ordered, That Peter Van BT'Ilgh Livingston, Esq., as constitutional basis, we were much alarmed that it should
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad- owe its authority to any military officer, however distin..
vance to Captain Amos Hutchins, on Continental acconnt, guished. for his zeal, his rank, his accomplishments, and ser..
and on account, in part, of the pay of the Company under vices. ""Veconsidered it as one of the most solemn and iffi-.
his command, the sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds, on portant acts of legislation, and a high encroachment upon
"account, and take Captain Hutchins's receipt for the saine. your rights as the Representatives of a free people. We

Mr. John 1tloore delivered to the Chailman a Memuran- could not, therefore, be silent upon so momentous a point,

dum that Colonel Peter Bellinger had appointed the place thoUg~l we wer~ not favoured with your sentiment~ or in..
of rendezvous for his Regiment (which is the Fourth Re- structlOns, nor mformed of what, or whether ~nythmg ,had

giment of Tryon County) by the Church at Kinp;sland, at passed. betw.een you and the General ~espectmg the dls~f.

the South sidp, of the river. N. B. Colonel Belli1wer's fected mhabltants. ""Ve took up the subject on general prm..

place of rendezvous.
b

ciples.. There can ?e. no libert.Y where tl~e militalX is n~t

The said Memorandum contained a list of Officers for. subordmate to the cIvIl power 111everythmg not Immedl"

the whole Fourth Regiment of Tryon County; but many of ately conn.ected with, their operatio~s: Y our H~us~, the

the former Commissions not beiner returned and blank Com- natural and proper tnbullal for all CIVIlmatters withm the

missions haviner been delivered t~1\11'.]}Io~re for that Re'Ti- circle of your own jurisdietion, was assembled, and Congress

ment:
0

'" itself within the General's reach, ready to enforce every rea..
Ordered, That lVIr. Moore keep the blank Commissions sonable proposition fm: the publ!c~ safety. .To one or other

for the Fourth Regiment in Tryon County, until he goes he ought to have apph~d. A s.1l11Ilareffort m Rhode-Island

home, and see them delivered to the persons duly elected, had passed over unnotIced; relterat~d p:ecedents must be--

and a proper Return of all the Officers made, \vith all pos- <:ome dangerous; we theref~re conceIved It to be our ~n9ueg.-
sible despatch, to the Provincial Congress or Committee of tlona?l~ duty to assert the mdepende?ce and supenonty ~f
Safety of this Colony. the clVlI power, and to call the attentlOn of Congress to thIS

" Lett 1'. am C I I 0 t
. .

tl I unwarrantable invasion of its rig-hts by one of their officers.
_~. er 11' a one ur emus, WI I a oner account . . . v

of the art 'lcles he I b d d t h " 1'. tl
A resolutJon passed m consec]uence, on the 8th of ~larch ,

, JaS een or ere a purc ase lor Ie . ,

T oops as read a d fil d C I I C t
.

th b
. that no oath, by way of test, be Imposed upon, exacted, or

I' , W n e. a one uremus ere y m-
' d f

.
I b' f I C I

.
b 'I'

forms that he stands in need of a laro-e sum of mane to
reqUire a any!n la Itant a t lese .0 on~es y any. ml 1-

enable him to com lete his orders. '"
y

tary officer; and It was ordered to be Immedl~tely pu?hshe?p
'Ve flatter ourselves that our conduct on thIS occaSlOn \Vll!

A Letter from Jo~n James Boyd, of Ric~11l0nd ~oun~y, meet with your approbation.
was read. .H~ therem says that a?y accusatIon ~gall1st 111m ,;

This will be presented by Brigadier-Gcneral Thompson,
~o the Provmcml.Congress was wIthout .foundatH>,nand un- who, for the present, will command in your capital, General
Just, and that he IS a steady and warm fi'lend to hIs country. Schuyler's residence at Albany heing deemed indispensable.

General Thompson is a gallant officer, and very much re-
spected in this Province; and we doubt not of your endea-
vours to make his command as agreeable to himself and a:,
salutary to the country as possible; to which nothing caIl
contribute more essentia1Iy than harmony and mutual con-
fidence between him and the civil power.

"
Congress were much perplexed- in appointing the offi-

cers to the four New- York Battalions, not knowing whether
a former resolution, directing the Engli.~h Troops, who win-
tered in Canada, to be formed into two battalions, had been
carried into effect. In that case, a provision will be made
for such of the gentlemen in that country as are entitled to
promotion. However, it was not thought best to expose
them to any uncertainty. It is the intention of Congress that
if any of them should have been promoted in that depart-
ment, they shall continue there, and others be appointed for
the new battalions; if not, that they shall join those corps.

"A battalion was intended for Colonel Rit;zema, but
some objections having been suggested, it is left vacant,
until he can have an opportunity of being heard, of which
you will be pleased to inform him.

" ""Vehave the honour to be, with the utmost regard, gen-
tlemen, your most obedient humble servants,

".J AMES DUANE,
".JOHN .JAY,
"JOHN ALSOP,
"LEWIS MORRIS."

Die Jovis, p, M., March 21,1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present:
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-lVIr. &ott, lVIr. Van Cortlandt, lVIr.

Sands, Captain Rutgers, Colonel McDougall, Captain
Denning.

FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Cantine.
FOR ORANGE.-Coloncl Allison.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel M. Graham.

. FOR WESTCHESTER.-l\lr. Paulding.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr.1tloore.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.

Mr. Joseph Hallett being necessarily absent, Colonel ltlor-
ris Graham was unanimously chosen Chairman pro. tem.

A Letter from Brigadier-General Thompson was received
and read, and is in the words following, to wit:

"New-York, March 21,1776..
"GENTLEMEN: Please to pay to Lieutenant George Tu-

dor, of the Third Pennsylvania Battalion, the sum of forty
Pounds, Pennsylvania currency, for the use of the wagoners
who are on their way to the camp at Cambridge with pow-
der.

" WILLIAM THOMPSON, Brigadier-General.

"To the Honourable Committee of Safety forNew- York."
Thereupon Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Living-

ston, Esq., as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this
Colony, pa~ to Lieutenant G.eorge Tudor forty Pounds,
Pennsylvama currency, amountmg to forty-two Pounds thir-
teen Shillings and four Pence, New- York currency, agree-
able to .tl~erequest of Briga~ier-General Thompson, and that
Mr. Lzvmgston take a receIpt for the same, on Continental
account.

N. B. The above order was written on General Thomp-
son's Note, to be delivered to the Treasurer.

A, ~etter from 0e Delegates of this Colony was read,
and 15m the followmg words, viz :

"
Philadelphia, March 1, 1771;'

"
GENTLEMEN: We laid before Congress your represen-

tation in favour of 1\11'.St. Clair, which met with their ap-
probation, as you will observe by the resolution which we
have the honour to enclose.

"P. S. The foJlowingbattalions are assigned for the de-
fence of New- York, besides the four you are raising, viz:
Pennsylvanians-TVayne's, Irvine's, Shea's, and Magau's;
New-Jersey-Lord Stirling's and Dayton's. These troops
are raised, but not armed. The want of arms wiJl, it is
thought, be in a great degree remedied by executing the
resolution of Congress of the 14th instant, a copy of which
goes with these depatches. It is directed to be kept as
secret as the nature of the sel'\Tjcewill admit.

"Fw. your immediate defence, the General in your de-
partment is authorized to apply to the Governour of Con-
necticltt, your Convention, aud the Committee of Safety of
New-Jersey, for so many of the Militia as he may judge
necessary, who are to be paid by the Continent at five do]-
lars a month. for each private. A resolution passed the 8th
instant for supplying you with five tons of gunpowder, and it
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was ordered to be immediately forwarded by the Committee
of Secrecy. WTe took it for granted that it had been sent
forward accordingly, tin Mr. Lewis's letter to Mr. Alsop
led to an examination, when the Chairman of that Com-
mittee reported that it had been detained for want of car-
riacres. A copy of the order for the powder is enclosed.
W~ shaH be glad to know how far the battalions of last year
were completed, as our Colony is reflected upon for a great-
er deficiency than we believe to be consistent with truth.
It has also' been represented that recruiting for the present
service goes on very slowly, which, considering your danger
and distresses, we scarce think credible.

" Honourable Provincial Convention, New- York."

"
In Congress, March 6, 1776.

"Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to
send to New- York Ih'e tons of Powder, for the use of the
Continental Troops there.

"
Extract from the Minutes:

"CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary."

penter, Master of the Sloop Diana, to proceed to the Colony
of ~Sew- York, in ballast, and return with a lading of Pro-
visions, Bar-Iron, and other articles, under tho direction of
the Committee of Inspection of the City, Town, or County,
where he shan lade. Sufficient bond having been given that
the said Jonathan Carpenter shall, in all things, conform
himself to the Continental Association,

Ordered, That the General Committee of the City of
New- York, or their sub-Committee of Inspection, be, and
hCi'eby are, at liberty to permit Mr. Jonathan Carpenter to
export such quantities of Flour, or Provisions of any kind,
(except Beef and Pork,) and sLlch quantities of Bar-Iron, as
dleY may think proper to spare, 01'to suffer to be exported.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brurrh Livingston, as Trea-
surer of the Provincial Congress o[this Colony, advance to
Captain William ~Mercier the sum of five hundred Pounds,
on account, towards enabling him to fit out the Vessel lately
purchased by order of the Provincial Congress, and ordered
to be fitted out and armed by the Marine Committee.

Joseph Lindsly, Captain of a Company of Artificers from
_¥ew-Jersey, applied for Barrack necessaries:

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius deliver to Captain
Joseph Lindsly, for his Company of Artificers from New-
Jersey, two iron Pots, eight straw Beds, two Trammels, two
Pails, two Candlesticks, and four large and four small wooden
Bowls, and take his receipt for the same.

Captain Joseph Lindsly returned to, and informed the
Committee, that Mr. Curtenius could not supply him with
any of the articles mentioned in the aforegoing order, ex-
cept wooden Bowls, with which he had supplied Captain
Lindsly:

Whereupon it was Ordered, That the Barrackmaster de-
liver to Captain Lindsly, for the use of his Company of
Artificers from New-Jersey, two iron Pots, eight straw Beds,
two Trammels, two Pails, and two Candlesticks, and take
his receipt for the same.

And Ordered, That the said Company be supplied with
the usual allowance of "Wood.

A second Lctter from IVilHam Powell, requesting a per-
mit to go on board the Ship Phenix, was read and filed.

Ordered, That he be informed that this Committee is
well assured Captain Parker will not permit him to pass
to sea, and that therefore the Committee will not give him
a permit to go on board.

"In Congress, March 11, 1776.

" A Letter fi'om the Convention of New- York, of the 7th
instant, enclosing an application from Patrick Sinclair for
leave to return to Europe. The Congress, taking into con-
sideration the said Letter and application,

""Resolved, That Mr. Patrick Sinclair be allowed to re-
turn to Europe.

" Extract from the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary."

"In Congress, March 14, 1776.
"Resolved, That it be recommended to the several As-

semblies, Conventions, and Councils or Committees of Safe-
ty of the United Colonies, immediately to cause all persons
to be disarmed, within their respective Colonies, who are
notoriously disaffected to the cause of America, or who have
not associated, and refuse to associate, to defend, by Arms,
these Colonies, against the hostile attempts of the British
Fleets and Armies; and to apply the Arms taken from such
persons, in each respective Colony, in the first place to the
arming the Continental Troops raised in said Colony, in
the next to the arming such Troops as are raised by the Co-
lony for its own defence, and the residue to be applied to the
arming the Associators; that the Arms when taken be ap-
praised by indifferent persons, and such as are applied to
the arming Continental Troops be paid for by Congress,
and the residue by the respective Assemblies, Conventions, Die Veneris,9 ho. A. M., Man:h 22,1776.
or Councils or Committees of Safety. The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

" Extract from the Minutes:
Present: Colonel lJlorris Graham, Chairman pro tem.

"CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary." FOR N EW-Y oRK.-Captain Rutgers, Mr. Scott.
Whereas, Mr. Benjamin Curtis was, on the first day of FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Cantine.

1Jlarch instant, appointed a Surgeon for one of the Regi- FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cooper.
ments raising in this Colony, and has been since constantly FOR Kew's.-Mr. Polhemus.
employed in the care of the Sick of the First Regiment, and FOR CUJlIEERLA.ND.-Colonel William TVilliams.
other Continental Troops in this Colony, and not designated FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Morris Graham.
to any particular Regiment:. And whereas Colonel lJlcDou- FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
gall now requests that the said Benjamin Curtis may be FOR TRyoN.-Mr. .Moore.
appointed Surgeon to the First ~eg.iment 0rthe said ~roops:

Ordered, That the General Committee of the City and
Orde-:ed, That Doctor BenJ.amm C1!rt~sbe, and I~ here- County of New- Ynrk, or their sub-Committee of Inspec-by appOln~ed Surg~o? to, the ~]rst Regiment of Contmental

tion, be at liberty to permit Mr. Jacobus Van Zandt and
Troops raIsed or r~Ismg III tillS. Colony, whereof Alexander

Mr. Isaac Sears to export produce of any kind (horned
~lcDougall, Esq., ~sColonel, Ins pay to commence and con- Cattle, Sheep, Hogs, and Poultry, excepted) to the amount
tmue fi'Om the 1st mstant.

or value of three hundred and sixty Pounds, in part of the
A Certificate of Doctor John Jones and Doctor Bard, value of Military Stores imported fi'om Amsterdam, in the

was read, and is in the words following, to wit: Sloop Sally, Brown Master.

"
We, whose names are underwritten, do hereby certify Ca ptain Rutgers dissents.

that we have examined Isaac Ledyard, respecting his know- Ordered, That Philip Livingston, by his Agent, Mr.
ledge in Physiek and Surgery, and find him well qualified for Abraham Livingston, be permitted to export Wheat, Flour,
the office of First Mate of a Regiment. and other produce of the United Colonies, (Cattle, Sheep,

"Witness our hands, this 21st day of lJlal'ch, 1776. Hogs, and Poultry, excepted,) to the amount of twenty
"SAMUEL BARD, M. D. thousand Dollars, for the service of the United Colonies,
"JOHN JONES, M. D." pursuant to a permission of the Committee of Secrecy of

Ordered, That the said Isaac Ledyard be, and he is the Continental Congress of the 8th of January last.
hereby, appointed Surgeon's Mate to the First Regiment of Ordered, That Mr. - Deane, of the Colony of Con-
Continental Troops now raising- in this Colony, whereof necticut, be permitted to load the Brigantine Elizabeth with
Alexander lUcDougall, Esq., is Colonel. "Wheat and Flonr, on Continental account, pursuant to an

A-permit from the Honourable Nicholas Cooke, Esquire, order of .the Contine~tal Congress.
Governour of the Colony of Rhode-I~land and Providence Captam Rutgers dIssents.
Plantations, under the seal of the said Colony, dated the A draft of a Letter to Captain Patrick Sinclair, was read
lIth instant, was read. He thereby permits Jonathan Car- and approved, and is in the words following, to wit:

FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. v. 88
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In Committee of Safety, New-York, March 22,1776.

Sm: On receipt of your late request to go to Britain,
tbe Provincial Congress applied to the honourable Conti-
nental Congress for a permission for the purpose. Success
having attended the application, we enclose you a copy of
the pennission, and hope it may come to your hands so
early as to enable you to take the benefit of a passage in
the packet, if it should be your desire. We presume the
Committee of Jluntington will accept of your parole, that
you will go to Britain on your leaving Suffolk County.

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Huntington, was
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit:

SIR: 'rhe honourable the Continental Congress has given
permission for Mr. Patrick Sinclm:r to go to Britain, of
which we send you a copy. You will be pleased to de-

.liver him the enclosed, and permit him, on his giving his
promised parole that he will immediately proceed to Bri-
tain, to come to -,Vew- York to take passage, whenever it
suits his convenience.

Sarah Seborn, the wife of Frederick Seborn, a private
sentinel in the Company whereof Frederick Weisenfels,
Esq., was late Captain, now in the Continental service at
Quebeck, being in distress, with her family of children, pro-
duced a letter of attorney fi'Olll her husband, duly execllted,
dated the 8th day of August last, and certified by Captain
WeisenfelY, enabling her to receive thirty-five Shillings per
month of her husband's pay:

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius advance to Sarah
Seborn, in part oCher said husband's pay, two Pounds thir-
teen Shillings and four Pence, and take her receipt for the
same; and that he inform General Schuyler and the Deputy
Paymaster-General thereof.

A Letter from Colonel Isaac Nicoll, at the Fortifications,
was received and read, and is in the words following:

Gilbert Forbe,y, of the City of New- York, Gunsmith, at
the door, was admitted. He informs that he has lately had
a certain William Clw'ke, a Lockfiler by trade, and a useful
mechanick, employed in his service; that a person nam"d
Winter, from Chester, in ]}laryland, has lately come here,
and insists on taking the said William Clarke to Chester, in
]}laryland; that he has offered forty Shillings, Proclamation
money, per week to the said Clarke; that Clarke having
refused to. accept of wages, or go with the said Winter,
TVinter now claims him as a servant, and has threatened to
apprehend the said William Clarke, and to commence a
suit against the said Gilbert F07'bes :

Ordered, That the said Gilbert Forbes be protected in
the employment of the said William Clarke, and the said
William Clarke be protected in pursuing his trade and
occupation for the present; that the said Gilbert Forbes and
the said Winter personally appear before this Committee to
be heard in the premises; and that in the mean time no suit
or other measures contrary to the above directions be pur-
sued by either of the parties, until the further order of this
Committee.

(Many unimportant applications to the Committee were
not thought worthy of notice on the Minutes.)

Henry Remsen, Esq., came into the Committee, and con-
ferred with them on the propriety of the City Committee
caIling in the male inhabitants who are out of town, for a
short time, to take a tour of duty; on the necessity of
either a sale or a loan of a small quantity of Gunpowder
to the Militia on Bergen Shore, to enable them to protect
Boats, and other Craft, against the Barges of the Ships-of-
War; and on sundry other matters.

Colonel Remsen was desired to inform the Committees on
Jersey Shore that they shall have the loan of three quarter-
casks of Gunpowder, to be delivered to the Committee of
Bergen, and the Committee of Acquacknunck.

"Fort Constitution, March 21, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN: There was a question arose yesterday be- D' S bb
. A M M h 3

C I I P 1 d If
. h d

Ie a all, . , arc 2 1776,
tween 0 one a mer an myse concernmg t e cornman . ."
of the troops now stationed at Pooplopen Kill. Colonel. The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Palmer is of opinion that, in consequence of a resolve of Present: Colonel .Morris Graham, President.
your honourable House for calling Minute-men out of his FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Scott, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Van Cort-
Regiment in particular to that station, it was the intent of landt, Mr. Sands, Major Stoute~~urgh.
Conn-ress (as he was one of the Commissioners to superintend FOR ALBANy.-Coloncl P.R. Lwmgston.
the ;ork) that he should have the command of those troops.

.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.

I am of opinion that, in consequence of the order of the FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Graham.
Committee of Safety that placed me here as commandinO' FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cooper.
officer of the Fortifications in the HiO'hlands the command FOR TRyoN.-Mr. ~Moore.o ,
of the troops at both stations comes within my department. FOR CUMBERLAND.-Coloncl William Williams.
I would therefore beg the favour of your honourable Board FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding, Col. Joseph Drake.
to. solve the question, and let me know by th,e bearer, C~p- _ Ordered, That the Port-Master be, and he is hereby,
tam Thoma$ Moffat, ~hether I ~ave anythmg to do with permitted to take with him on board the Ship Dutchess of
the troops at that station or not, In order that I may know Gordon, for the use of GovernourTryon, the following
ho",:"to ma,k~ a proper !eturn of the number of men at that articles, viz: Mrs. Hatch, one boat-load of Wood, one box.
station now III the serVJce. of Kitchen Furniture I1fty bushels of Corn and one and

"I have s~nt two orders by th~ bear~r--one for services half tons of Hay. '
, a

done by a MInute Company at thIs station, and another for
'.' .

sundries with which I stand charged to particular persons, John Bell attendmg, requested pe~mlssJon to go on board

as per account; and as the money is wanting, should be the ~acket to procure a passage In her to go to JiJng-

glad to have it by the bearer, Captain ltloffat, if possible. land.
.

"
I am, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient and T~ereupon Ordered, That John Bel{ be, and he IS~ereby,

very humble servant permitted to go on board the Packet, In company with the,
"ISAAC NICOLL. Port-Master, but not to return; he having been sworn that

"To the Honourable Provincial Con [!Tessof the Colony of he will not convey any intelligence relative to the Fortifica-
New- York." " tions erecting for the defence of this City and Colony, 01"
Ordered, That the Accounts enclosed in Colonel Nicoll's carry any Letters or Paper~ relative t,hereto, nor any other

Letter be delivered to one of the Auditors. Letters or Papers ~xcept his ~wn pflvate Papers, .01' such
as shall have been Inspected by two members of thIS Com-
mittee.

Gilbert Forbes and - Winter attended the Committee,
were called in, and respectively heard. Mr. Winter pro-
duced a paper purporting to be a sale of a certain Willi,'m
Jones, but without seal, not signed by the person therein
mentioned by the name of William Jones, nor in any man-
ner authenticated, agreeable to any law whatever. The
Committee are of opinion that is no evidence whatever,
and do not countenance his apprehending Clarke.

David Barclay attended the Committee, and was adaJ.itted.
He set forth many difficulties he would be reduced to by
dismissing him at present from the care and management of
the Guard at the Carmon beyond King's Bridge, as he had

Die Veneris,4 bo. P. M., March 22, 1776.
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Colonel Morris Graham, Cbainnan.
FOR NEw-Y oRK:.-Captain Rutgers, Mr. Scott, Captain

Denning.
FOR ULSTER.-l\Ir. Can tine.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cooper.
FOR TRYON.-Mr lUoore.
FOR DUTc~EEs.-Colonel Morris Graham.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR CmIBEm.AND.-Colonel William Williams.
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hired the men of that Guard by the month. He further
declaredthat he did not desire any advantage from the sum
reported as reasonable, and agreed to be allowed him per
month by the Congress for that Guard, but would be con-
tented with his pay and disbursements.

Ordered, That David Barclay continue his Guard at the
Cannon until the expiration of one month from the time he
took the care and management of that Guard.

A Return of Militia Officers for Eastchester, in Tf'estches-
ter County, elected in the presence of Daniel Bering and
,~'tephen Sneden, Committee-men, was read and filed. The
following Officers are thereby returned as elected on the 9th
instant, viz: ThomasPinckney, Captain; 1¥illiarnPinck-
ney, First Lieutenant; John Sneden, Second Lieutenant;
and William Reed, Ensign.

A Return of MilitiaOfficerselected in the presence of
Frederick Van Cortlandtand Thoma.yEmans, Committee-
men, in the Precinct of the Yonkers, was read and filed.
The followingOfficersare thereby returned as elected on
the 18th instant, to wit: John Warner, Captain; Jacob
Post, First Lieutenant; Samuel Lawrence, Second Lieute-
nant; and Iyaac Post, Ensign.

Ordered, That Commissions issue for the Officers of the
two Companies as returned elected and above-mentioned.

And the said Commissions were issued accordingly.

A Letter from Major Douglass as to the service at the
Lakes, and which was received yesterday, was read and
filed. He says he will proceed to the Lakes when he re-
ceives the commandof the Continental Congress,. or thp,
General, if his health will permit; and, in the mean time,
will serve his country; and desires the Committee would
assist and forward Mr. Wynkoop.

A draft of a Letter to the Delegates of this Colony rela-
tive to the command on the Lakes, and recommendingCap-
tain Wynkoop, was read and approved, and is in the words
following, to wit:

In Committee of Safety, New-York, M!LTch 23,1776.

GENTLEMEN: On the 16th instant, the Provincial Con-
gress (then about to adjourn) received a letter from Major-
General Schuyler re~pectjng lVTajorDouglass and Captain
Wynkoop, of which we enclose a copy, (No. 1.) The
Provincial Congress iJ]lmediately sent for Captain Wyn-
koop, read the General's letter to him, delivered him a
copy, desired him to call on Major .Douglass with it, and
return an answer the speediest possible.

On the 18th, Captain Wynkoop informedthe Committee
of Safety that he had called on Major Douglass, (who 19in
Colonel Ward's Regiment, in King's County,) and delivered
him a copy of the General's letter; that Major Douglass
had intimated that he was now in service; that it would be
at least two months before he could attend at the Lakes, if
his health would then permit. The Committee thereupon
wrote to Major Douglass, and on the 21st received his an-
swer, of whieh we enclose you copies, (Nos. 2 and 3.)

The season is so far advanced", that the service must
suffer if the vessels on the Lakes are not immediately em-
ployed. We have prevailed on Captain 1tynkoop, by this
reason only, to engage seamen, and proceed to the General,
with all possibledespatch. We beg leave, throughyou, to
inform Congress that Ca ptain 1¥ynkoop was bred a mariner; .

has frequentlybeen masterof mercantile vessels; andserved
with reputation during the last war both in the ]and and
marinedepartments; we think him an officerof merit, and
we have heard his conduct in the last campaign highly
applauded.

We have promised to recommend Mr. Wynkoop to Con-
gress for the commandof the vesselson the Lakes. This
we do with the greatest cheerfulness, as we think him equal
to the command and worthy of the trust; and, from General
Schuyler's letter, we are induced to believe it would not be
disagreeable to him.

We do not wish to impose Captain Wynkoop's services
on Congress in this command, if it is not perfectly agreeable
to them; and should the Congress think proper to order
Major Douglass, or any other gentleman, to go up to take
that command, we pray their determination may be speedy,
that the service may not suffer, as Captain Wynkoop will
not continue in that service under Major Douglass. .

Weare, gentlemen, &c.
To the New-YorkDelegates in Continental Congress.

Die Solis,9 ho. A. M., March 24, 1776.
Several Members met pursuant to adjournment.
No material business appearing necessary, the Commit-

tee adjourned to go to Church.

Die Solis, 3 ho. P. M., March 24, 1776.

The Committee met on summons. Present:
FOR N EW-Y ORK.-Colonel McDougall, Captain Denning;

Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Van Zandt, Colonel Lott, Major Stou-
tenburgh, Mr. Evert Bancker, Mr. Johrt V. Cortlandt,
Mr. Prince, Mr. Beekman, Colonel Brasher.

FOR ALBANY.-Colonel Peter R. Livingston.
FOR DUTCHEss.-General P. Ten Broeclc.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. ~Moore.

Colonel Brasher was unanimously chosen Chairman.

The Letter hereinafter mentioned, fium John Clwtfield,
Chairman, received by express, which occasioned a sum-
mons of the Members, was read, and sundry copies thereof
taken. .

The following Resolves and Letters, for sending Gun- .

powder to Suffolk County, were read and agreed to, but for
want of another County represented, the .Members present
were adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow morning.

;Die LunlB, 10 ho. A. M., March 25,1776;

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present:
FOR NICw-YoRK.-Colonel Loft, Colonel McDougall: Co-

lonel Brasher, Mr. Prince.
FOR ALBAN¥.--Colonel Peter R. Livingston.
FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR ORA.NGE.-Mr. Cuyper. .

FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Tflilliams.
FOR ULsTER-Mr. Cantine.
FOR KING's'-Mr. Leffertse.

.FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR DUTcHEss.-General Petrus Ten Broeck, Mr. Ever-

son.
The Letter fiom John Chatfield, Esq., Chairman of the

Committee of Easthampton, received and read yesterday,
was again read, and is in the words folJowing, to wit:

"
Easthampton, March 22, 1776.

« GENTLEMEN: This day, about ten o'clock in the fore-
noon, our guard stationed at ~Montauk saw twenty sail of
square-rigged vessels (five of them appeared to be large)
and two sloops, bearing about south-southeast from the point
of ltlontauk, about nine or ten miles to sea, the wind south-
southeast, the weather something thick and hazy, steering
about northeast by north, and sailed to the eastward of
Block-Island, and suppose, by the course they steered, that
they were going into Rhode-Island. This, gentlemen, is all
the information we can give you concerning them, as abr:mt
one o'clock they disappeared behind Block-Island, and they
saw them no more.

" As we are a frontier, at the east end of Long-Island,
and are destitute of men to defend us, and have but little
ammunition, should be very glad if the honourableHouse
woulduse their endeavoursthat we may have someassist-
ance.

"We are, gentlemen, your most obedient humble ser-
vants.

" Signed by order of the Committee of Easthampton.
"JOHN CHATFIELD, Chairman."

The Committee, taking into consideration the defenceless
state of Suffolk County,

Resolved, That one thousand pounds of Gunpowder and
four thousand pounds of Lead, be immediately depatched
by a boat to Huntington, for the use of the inhabitants of
Suffolk County, to be charged to the County, and the Coun-
ty to be accountable for the same. That a Letter be writ-
ten to Brigadier-General Woodhull, informing him of the
supply of Ammunition sent to his County; and that Mr.
Tredwell have the management of forwarding the said Am-
munition.

And Resolved, That Brigadier-General yVoodlmll be, and
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he is hereby, authorized to make such disposition of the Mi-
litia of his Brigade, on any sudden invasion when he may
'find it necessary, as he from time to time shall think best,
without delaying for directions from the Provincial Con-
gress, Committee of Safety, or the Commander-in-Chief of
the Continental Forces in this Colony, or from the County
,Committee.

Ordered, That Mr. Norwood, the Colony Commissary
'of Stores, deliver to Thomas Tredwell, Esq., or his order,
ane thousand pounds of Gunpowder and four thousand
pounds of Lead, for the use of the inhabitants of Suffolk
County, and that Mr. Norwood take Mr. Tredwell's receipt
for the same.

A draft of a Letter to Brigadier-General Woodhull, was
read and approved, and is in the words following, to wit:

SIR: We have by this conveyance sent to Hunting-
ton one thousand pounds of gunpowder, and four thousand
pounds of lead, for the use of the inhabitants of your Coun-
ty, to be charged to the County, to be accountable. We
must add that ammunition is so scarce that it is not proba-
ble you will soon receive any further supply.

By a resolution of the Committee of Sall;ty, you are
. authorized to make such dispositions of the Militia of your
brigade, on any sudden invasion, as you, from time to time,
shall think best, without delaying for directions /i'om the
Provincial Congress, Committee of Safety, or of the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Continental forces in this Colony,
or /i'om the County Committee.

Weare, respectfully, sir, your very humble servants.

To Brigadier-General Woodhull.

Ordered, That the said Letter be engrossed, and signed
by the Chairman, and transmitted.

Ordered, That Mr. Norwood, the Commissary of the
Military Stores of tbis Colony, do not deliver out any Pow-
der, Ball, or Flints, belonging to the Colony, without the
order of the Congress, or Committee of Safety of this Co-
lony for the time being, except in time of invasion, and
when neither the Congress or Committee of Safety of this
Colony are convened.

Ordered, further, That the said Commissary make a re-
turn to this Committee of the Powder, BalJ, and FJints, he
has delivered; particularly specifying by whose order, and
to whom delivered; and also of the quantity of Powder,
Ball, and Flint, he shall have in store belonging to this Co-
]ony, after the order of this day, for supplying the County
of Suffolk, be completed.

A Letter from the Committee of Safety at Phz1adelphia,
was read. They thereby inform us that they have sent Cap-
tain Charles Alexander and Lieutenant John Hennessey,
two officers of the armed-boats in that Province, for the
purpose.of recruiting Seamen for the Naval service of that
Province, and recQmmend them to this Committee for as-
sistance. .

A Lettrr from James Duane, Esq., at Continental Con-
gress, was read and filed, and is in the words following, to
wit:

"Philadelphia, March 21,1776.

"GENTLEMEN: The bearer, Mr. Carpenter Wharton, is
Commissary for the Pennsylvania Troops. He supplies them
by contract at seven pence per ration, Philadelphia curren-
cy. He will probably make the same offer for the rest of
the Army in the Middle Department, and unless others will
be equally reasonable, must be entitled to a preference, it
being the intention of Congress to have their Armies sup-
plied on the easiest terms. He supports a very fair charac-
ter in this place, and is well connected.

"I have the honour to be, with the utmost regard, gen-
tlemen, your most obedient humble servant,

"JAMES DrANE.

"Honourable Convention of New- York."

Mr.' Whm"ton delivered to a Member. (who brought it
into the Committee) the following Resolve, to wit:

"IN COXGRESS,March 16, 1776.-Resolved, That Car-
penter" T¥harton, Commissary, continue, agreeable to his
contract, to supply with Rations the Pennsylvania Battalions
serving in New- York.

"Extract from the Minutes:
." CHAALES THOMSON, Secretary."

It appearing necessary that this Committee should know
how many Officers and men are at the Fortifications erect-
ing at Hell-gate:

. Ordered, That Colonel Loti and Colonel Brasher be a
Committee to go to Horne's Hook, and muster all the Troops
there, both Officers and Privates, and return an exact List
of those Troops, specifying the names of the Officers and of
the men in their respective Companies there, in actual ser-
vice; and that the said Committee see every man whose
name they shall take down or report.

Ordered, That the Port-Master be, and he is hereby per-
mitted to put on board the Packet one barrel of AJe, and
on board of the Dutchess of Gordon five hundred weight of
Bread.

James Cooper, a Boatman, and George Allisony, a Saw-
yer, going on board of the Packet with the Port-Master with
Wood, were severally duly sworn on the HoJy Evangelists
not to give any intel!jgence to any person on board of the
said Packet, GovernoUl' Tryon's Ship, or the Ships-of-'War
in the Harbour, relative to the Fortifications erecting for the
defence of the City or Colony, and that they will not carry
on board any Letters or Paper writings whatsoever:

Ordered, That they be admitted to go on board with the
Port-Master.

Mr. James Campbell, Merchant, fi'om Canada, was ad-
mitted. He was duly sworn on the HoJy Evangelists not to
co~municate any intelligence to any person or persons on
board of the Packet, or of Governour Tryon's Ship, the
Dutchess of Gordon, or either of the Ships-of-War in this
Harbour, with respect to the Fortifications erecting for the
defence of this City and Colony, and that he will not carry
on board, nor deliver to any person on board of either of
those vessels, any letters or writings relative thereto, and
that he will not carry on board any other letters or papers
whatsoever, except his own private papers, or such as shall
be first inspected by order of this Committee:

Thereupon Ordered, That Mr. James Campbell be, and
he is hereby permitted to go on board the Packet, (with the
Port-Master,) not to return; he having been duJy sworn that
he will not communicate any intelligence with respect to
the Fortifications erecting for the defence of this City and
Colony, or carry any Letters or Papers which contain any
intelligence relative thereto.

Captain Johannes Jacobus Blauvelt attending, informed
the Committee, that he was come down with a party of
Minute-men from Orangctown; that his and his Lieutenant's
Commissions are for the MiJitia; and prayed that a Com-
mission be made out for him as a Minute Captain, and
another for his Lieutenant as an Ensign of the same nature,
his Lieutenant having agreed to accept of Ensign's pay.

Ordered, That Commissions issue to Johannes .Jacobus
Blauvelt as Captain, and Jacobus Smith as Ensign, of the

- OrangetownCompanyof Minute-men.
And they were issued accordingly.

A permit from Nicholas Cooke, Esquire, Governour of
the Colony of Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations,
under the seal of the said Colony, bearing date the 9th day
of JJ;larch, instant, was read. He thereby permits Upton
Fraser, Master of the Sloop Greenwich, to proceed tC)tbe
Colony of New-York in ballast only, and there take on
board a lading of Provisions and other articles, under the
direction of the Committee of Inspection of the City, Town,
or County, where he shall lade, and to return to that Co-
lony.

Sufficient bond having been given that he, the said Isaac
Upton, shall in all things conform himself to the Continental
Association,

Ordered, That the General Committee of the City of
Nl'.w-York, or their sub-Committee of Inspection, be per-
mitted, and hereby are permitted, to give penTIission to Isallc
Upton, Master of the Sloop GreentV1:ch, to take on board a
lading of Flour, Bread, or any other Provisions whatsoever,
(Beef and Pork excepted,) and any quantity of pig Iron
that they may think proper, and export the.same to Rhode-
Island, under such directions or restrictions, and in such man-
ner as they may think proper.

To the General Committee of the City of Ncw- York, and
to Mr. Ray and Colonelllyer their sub-Committee, and
to Captain William :1I1:crcier.
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The Committee, fiJlding that a sufficient quantity of Lead
cannot be purchased for the use of the publick and the
necessary defence of this Colony,

Ordered, That Mr. Samuel Prince be, and he is hereby,
authorized to emp]oy proper Mechanicks for that purpose,
and to take the Leads out of the window-cases of the City-
Hall of this City, and also out of the Exchange of this City
of New- York; to keep an account of the weight of Lead
taken out of each Building, separately, that the weight of
Lead taken out of each may be known; and that Mr. Prince
cause the said Lead to be delivered to Mr. Curtenius, or
his order.

Mr. Prince informed the Committee that Mr. John ~Meyer,
the keeper of the City-Hall, refused to open the doors of the
diffenmt apartments in the Hall, unless he should be order-
ed by this Committee:

Thereupon, it was Ordered, That Mr. John Meyer be,
and he is hereby, directed and required to open the doors
of all the rooms and apartments in the City-Hall of the
City of New- York, that Mr. Samuel Prince may be enabled
to take the Leaden Weights out of the window-casements,
pursuant to an order of this Committee of this day.

The Committee adjourned till four o'clock this afternoon.

Die I~unre, 4 ho. P. M., March 25, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: William Paulding, Esq., Chairman pro tem.

FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Prince, Colonel McDougall.
.

FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Cantine.
FOR ALBANY.-Colonel P. R. Livingston.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. Everson, Colonel ~L Graham.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Leffertse.

.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-:Mr. Paulding.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.

Ordered, That Mr. Norwood deliver to Colonel Mc-
Dougall, or his order, one quarter-cask of Gunpowder, to
be forwarded to Cornelius Atherton, for the purpose of
proving the Musket-barrels the said Atherton hath made by
contract with Colonel McDougall and Colonel Curtenius;

.the price of the said Gunpowder to be deducted out of the
first payment to be made on the said contract.

John McDonald, the person lately sent by the Provincial
Congress (pursuant to an order of Continental Congress)
to explore the Lead-Mines at New-Canaan, returned. His
Report, with several Letters relating thereto, were read and
filed.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire,
as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, pay
to John ltlcDon<1ld the sum of eighteen Dollars, for his ser-
vices in going to explore a Lead-Mine at New-Canaan,
pursuant to an order of Continental Congress, and take his
receipt for the same on Continental account.

Resolved, That the Captains and inferior Officers and
Mariners of the Armed Vessels now fitted out, or to be fitted
out by this Colony, for the protection of its trade, against

. the depredations of the enemy, be subject to, and governed
by the Articles of War made by the Continental Congress
for the government of the Navy of the United Colonies;
and that Captain Smith, of the Sloop &huyltr, and Cap-
tain Rogers, be each of them served with a copy of thjs
Resolution.

A Letter from Colonel Hay, dated the 24th instant, was
read, and is in the words following, to wit:

"
H~verstraw, March 24, 1776.

"
SIR: In compliance with the, resolution of Congress of

the 13th instant, ordering sixty-five privates to be drafted
out of my regiment and sent to New- York, I have called
the regiment together for the purpose.

.

"Lieutenant-Colonel Cooper, of the Minute Regiment,
attended, and insisted on drafting every fourth man to com-
plete his regiment. This created great uneasiness in my
regiment, and rendered it impossible for me to send down
the detachment required, without greatly distressing the in-
habitants, which made it necessary for me to postpone the
bus~ness until Wednesday next, which day the regiment is
agam ordered to attend.

"I am of opinion that the publick service will be greatly
promoted if the Committee of Safety would order to New-
York the Minute Regiment, or sixty-five of that corps, in-
stead of the detachmertt from my regiment. The publick
by this means will be furnished with the young men, well
accoutred.

"I should be happy to have the sentiments of the Com-
mittee of Safety on this subject by the bearer hereof. If the
Committee of Safety should agree in opinion with me, be
pleased to forward their order to Colonel Cooper by the
bearer of this, so that I may have it by Wednesday next.

H 1 am, sir, with great esteem, your most obedient hum-
ble servant,

"
A. HAWKES HAY."

An Answer to Colonelllaywas read and approved, and
is in the words following, to wit :

In Committee of Safety, New-York, March 25,1776.

SIR: In answer to yours of yesterday, we wou]d just in-
form you, that we shall give orders to Colonel Cooper, who
is now in town, to send down a company of Minute-men,
in lieu of those ordered by the Congress to be drafted out of
your regiment. At the same time, as the enemy have quit-
ted Boston, and we know not how soon they will be here, .
we would urge it upon you with the greatest earnestness to
use your utmost endeavours to have your regiment in all
possible readiness to march upon the shortest notice.

We are, respeCtfully, sir, your very ~umble servants.

To Colonel A. lIawkes Hay.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the Chairman, and transmitted.

Ordered, That Lieutenant-Colonel Cuyper, of the Orange
County Regiment of Minute-men, send down to New- York,
as soon as possible, one full Company of the Orange Coun-
ty Regiment of Minute-men, completely armed, accoutred,
and appointed in the best manner, and each with his Blan-
ket. That this Company be sent down to New- York in-
stead of the Company which Colonel Hay was desired to
despatch from his Regiment.

A Letter from the Chairman of the Committee of Dutch-
ess County was received and read, and is in the words fol-
lowing, to wit:

"
Dutchess County Committee, March 19, 1776.

"
SIR: The following recruiting officers, yiz: Captain

Swartwout, Captain Barker, and Captain Pierce, came be-
fore this Committee and informed us that they were under
great difficulties with respect to raising men in this County,
by reason of the reduction of the wages of the soldiers, and
that many of the young men in this County that were dis-
posed to go into the service, had inlisted in the Connecticut
Regiments, as their pay is there still kept up to the former
establishment, viz: five pounds three shillings and four pence
bounty, and five pounds three shillings and four pence per
month, and a month's pay and the bounty advanced imme-
diately upon inlisting. They likewise informed us that they
labour under another difficulty, /i'om this circumstance, that
the time of inlistment is not limited, but left indefinite in
the instructions.

" From this information, and from our own observations of
the dissatisfaction throughout the country, caused by the late
establishment of the soldiers' pay, this Committee are of opi-
nion the companies cannot be filled in this County without
an augmentation of wages.

"You will please to favour us with the sentiments of Con-
gress respecting these matters as soon as possible, as the
officers wait for our answer.

"
Weare, sir, your humble servants.

"
By order of the Committee.

"EGBERT BENSON, Chairman."

Draft of an Answer to the Letter fi'om the Chairman of
the Committee of Dutchess County was read, approved,
and is in the words following, to wit:

In Committee of Safety, New-York, March 25,1776.

GENTLEMEN: Weare this day favoured with your letter
of the 19th instant, stating the difficulties of the recruiting
officers in your County . We apprehend their difficulties
arise from mistake. The pay, clothing, and bounty, allow-
ed to the Continental troops now raising in this Colony, are
the same as allowed in Connecticut, Jersey, &c. It is the
Continental establishment for all troops raised for service in
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the Middle Colonies, and for all Continental forces what-
ever, that we know of, except those raised f?r the s~rvice in
Canada. The troops raised for the Canadwn serVIce only
have five pounds three shillings and four pence per month,
one month's pay advanced, but to be discounted. And we
conceive that the arduous service they undertake, and the
lligh prices that must ?e there paid for e~e.ry necessary, ren-
der their pay and service not the most elIgible. The allow-
ances and regulations published in this Co}ony a~e in the very
words of the Continental Congress. It IS not In our power.
to change the terms given to the troops, in anyone article.

We hope the gentlemen in your County .may succeed in
raisincr their companies, as we have some tune ago refused
sever~l gentlemen who offered their service, with full com-
panies, out of respect to your County Committee's re?om-
mendations that your County might have an opportu~lty of
employing their proportion of officers and men. . But If any
of them cannot raise their men, we ought to be Informed of
it as soon as possible, as the Continental Congress has ronore
than once directed inquiries whether the troops are raIsed,
or how near being completed.

Weare, respectfully, gentlemen, your very humble ser-
vants.

By order of the Committee.

To the Chairman and Members of the Committee of Dutch-
ess County.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and trans-
mitted.

A Letter fi'om John Barnes, of Charlotte Precinct, in
Dutchess County, was read, and is in the words following,
to wit:

"
Charlotte Precinct, Dutchess County, March 22, 1776.

"SIR: In consequence of a var~ety of accidents th~ en-
closed alterations have taken place In the four compallles ?f
Militia in this Precinct. I have therefore to beg you will
be pleased to ret.urn me the several c~mmissions ~ere spe-
cified as soon as possible, lest the servIce may be Impeded
by delay, as some indivi~uals are so ob~tinate a.s ~o refuse
training until their Captains produce theIr commISSions. I
am also sorry to observe that the late nomination of Bernard
Doughty and Dirck Doty as Captains, (though conformable
to the rules prescribed,) were, I alp persuaded, chosen un?er
an undue influence, and done merely to render the servIce
of their companies useless and contemptible. Of course it
cannot be expected the inferior officers named, (who are
good men,) together with a number of ronen b~longi~g to
these two companies, (who would otherwise be unbodied,)
will obey orders. For these reasons I. have not troubled you
with their names. These several cIrcumstances were de-
bated yesterday in the qounty Committee then. sitting, and
Captain Doughty exam.med ~hereup?n; yet stIll ~e found
it impos~ible to set a~lde hIs electIon. Captam .Doty,
thoucrh not examined m person, we found exactly m the
same" predicament; upon the whole, therefor~, it. was pro-
posed that their commissions only should be wntten for, and,
when received that Colonel Slttherland be requested to see
that every pa:t of their duty as <?apt?i~s be strictly atten?-
ed to. By this mode of proceedmg, It IS expected they will
brincr on their own dissolution, and thereby create a new
election, when it may reasonably be expected a better one
wjlJ succeed.

"
I am, respectfully, sir, your very humble servant,

"JOHN BARNES.

"To Nathaniel WOl)dhull,Esquire.
"Stoutenburgh's, late William Gay, de?lined.: Joseph Hager-

man, Captain; John Hagerman, FIrst LIeutenant; Jona-
than Holmes, Second Lieutenant.

"Gidney's, late .1?e la Vernge, pre~erred.: Frederick Stri!t,
Captain; Wtlham Woodworth, Flr~t Lieutenant; pamel
Hamill Second Lieutenant; Damd Ostrom, EnsIgn.

"Christo;her Tobias, late Jacob Tobias, deceased: Ber-
nard Doughty, Captain. . .

"Sharps tone's, late Isaac Bloom, on Mmute servICe: Dirck
Doti;, Captain."

Die Martis, 10 ho. A. M., March 26, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournmen.t.
Present: William,pauldin!J; Esq., Chairman pro tem.

FOR NEw-Y oRK.-ColonellYlt;Dougall, Mr. Sands.

FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Cantirte.
FOR ALBANY.-Colonel P. R. Livingston.
FOR WE5TCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR KINa's.-Mr. Leffi:rtse.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Jltloore.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel Wmiam Williams.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel Graham, Mr. Everson.

Whereas the allowance made by the Continental Con..
gress for the Frocks of th~~Troop~ to be raised in this ~olo-
ny, appears to be insufficIent, owmg to the great .sc.arclty of
the proper stuff to make t~I~m of; a~d whereas It IS 1!~ces-
sary for encouraging the ralsmg the said Troops expedItIous-
ly, that they should be clothed in Uniform,

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this C~mmittee that,
as well for the reputation as the security of tlus Colony, the:
Troops should be raised without delay, and that all en-
couralYement should be given for that purpose.

Th~refore Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius be, and he
is hereby directed to provide Frocks for the Troops raising
for the defence of this Colony, of the most proper Cloth he:
may be able to procure, and on the most reasonable terms
in his power.

Mr. Peter Vandervoort attending, requested permission to
export twenty barrels of Flour, f()r the use of some persons
employed in erectincr a fortification at New-London.

Ordered, That J\'lr. Peter Vandervoort be, and he is here-
by, permitted to export twenty barrels of !,Iour, for the use of
those who are erecting a fortification at New-London.

Ordered That J'\'Ir. Tredwell and Mr. Moore be a
Committee 'to consider of, and report a plan for disarming
the Tories, pursuant to the Resolution of the Continental
Congress.

Ordered That the Colonels, or Commanding Officers of
the respective Corps of Minute-men ~ow in servi~e. at New-
York or the places adjacent, do permIt the Recrmtmg Offi-
cers of the several Regiments now raising in this Colony for
Continental service, to inlist any men they can out of the
said Minute Regiments; and that the said Recruiting 9~-
eel's be permitted to take such m.en as they may.so mh?!
into their respective corps of Contmental Troops HnmedI-
ately.

A Letter from Brigadier-General Thompson was received,
read, and is as follows, viz:

"New-York, March 26,1776.

" GENTLEMEN: I must request you would furnish me
with the sum of three hundred Dollars, which I at present
stand in need of for the publick service. Major .Scull, who
waits on you with this, wjJJ give the proper receipt.

"I am gentlemen, Your very humble servant,,
.

B
.

d
. G 1"" WILLIAM THOMPSON, rzga ter- enera.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Pete~ V:an Brugh Livinl5.-
ston, Esq., as Treasurer of the Provmclal Congress of tbls
Colony advance to Brigadier-General Thompsan, the sum
of thre~ hundred Dollars, and take a receipt for the same,
on Continental account.

Ordered, That Captain Post be, a?d he is hereby, di-
rected to furnish the Barrackmaster wIth as many Tables,
Benches and other necessary articles, for the use of the,

.

'"'Troops in this.City, as the Barrack shall, from time to tIme,
require or stand in need of. .

A Letter from Mr. Isaac Sears, with General Lee's orders
to him for his expedition to Queen's County, were several-
ly read. Mr. Sears desires that the Bills he drew while
employed on that expedition, may be paid.

Ordered, That the said papers be filed.
Ordered, That five hundred weight of Glmpowder be

sent to the Committee of Orange County; and that the
Committees of the Counties of Ulster and Dutchess be au-
thorized, and they are hereby authorized, to receive ea~h
one thousand weight of the ton of Gunpowder lodged In
Fort Constitution beloncring to this Colony; and that the
respective Counti~s abo~e-me?tioned be cha~ged with the
said Powder' and that the saId Powder be disposed of by
the respectiv~ Committees of the said Counties, in the best
manner to prevent the attacks or ravage,s of. any enemy
who might attempt to proceed up Hudson s Rwer.
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And Ordered, That the Committee of each of the said
Counties respectively, give such directions for the disposi-
tion of the said Gunpowder that it may not be wasted, or
expended, but in the defence of the country, lest those
Counties might be distressed before any other possible sup-
ply can be afforded to them.

And Ordcl'ed, That Mr, Richard Norwood, Commissa-
ry, deliver to Theunis Cuyper, Esq., five hundred weight of
Gunpowder, for the County Committee of Orange County,
and that Mr. Norwood take Mr. Cuyper's receipt for the
'5ame.

A draft of an Answer to Colonel Nicoll's Letter, of the
21st instant, which was received on the 22d, was read, and
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

In Committee of Safety, New-York, March 26,1776.

SIR: Yours, of the the 21st instant, came safe to hand,
and we are of opinion that Mr. Palmer's being appointed
one of the Commissioners does by no means supersede
or interfere with your appointment as commander of the
troops at the posts; and that you should sti1l continue to
command aU the troops at the different Fortifications in the
Highlands, according to your original appointment, until
you shall be re1ieved by some Continental officer, or until
the further order of a Committee of Safety, or Congress, of
this Colony; but the Commissioners undoubtedly have pow-
er to direct that the troops be set to work in such numbers
and in such parts of the Fortifications as they may think
proper, to carryon the works. We have no reason to doubt
but you will so command the troops as will render them
most useful for that purpose.

The accounts you sent down could not be audited for
want of proper vouchers; but that you may have the money
as soon as possible we shall order the Commissioners to audit
and pay them.

Weare, sir, with respect, your very humble servants.
Ordered, That a copy ther~of be engrossed, and signed

by the Chairman, and transmitted.

Die Martis, 4to bo. P. M., March 26,1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: 1Vdliam Panlding, Esq., Chairman pro. tem.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Colonel McDougall, Mr. Van Cort-

landt, Mr. Sands.
FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Mr. Pauldinlf.
FOR ALBANY.-,.Colonel P. R. Livmgsto]t.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cooper.
FOR CmmERLAND.-Colonel William Wl7liams.
FOR KINa's.-Mr. Leffertse.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Cantine.
FOR TRYON.-Mr. Moore.
FOR Sm'FOLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel M. Graham, Mr. Everson.
FOR RIcmwND.-Mr. Adrian Banckcr.

Ordered, That Captain Charles Alexander and Lieu-
tenant John Ilennessey be at liberty to inlist the Mariners
lately brought from the east end of Nassau-Island, and now
confined in the. Jail of this City, and take them to Phila-
delphia; and that the said Mariners be discharged £i'om
confinement on the request of those gentlemen.

The Committee of Safety, having called and examined
the gentlemen inlisting Mariners for the three vessels on the
Lake, by order of Continental Congress, and the CaptaIns
of the Armed Vessels fitting out by order of this Colony for
the defence of the trade between Sandy-Hook and the Capes
of Delaware, are informed that there are but few Mariners
in this city, and not more, if so many, as wiII be sufficient for
the necessary purposes above-mentioned. The Committee
are therefore of opinion that they cannot, with justice to the
Colony or to the publick service to the northward, consent
that Captain Alexander and Lieutenant Hennessey inlist,
or take away any other Mariners than those above-men-
tioned.

Thomas Hockley, of Philadelphia, Merchant, and John
Warder, of the same place, Merchant, (being two of the
people called Quakers,) attending, were admitted. Matthias
Aspin, of Philadelphia, and William Horner, of Virginia,
also attending, were admitted.

The said Thomas llockley and John Warder were re-

Epectively duly affirmed; and the said Matthias Aspin and
William Horner were respectively duly swom on the Holy
Evangelists, not to give any information or intelJigence what-
soever to any person or persons whomsoever on board of the
Packet, the ship in which Governour'Tryon resides, the
Ships Asia or Phenix, or on board of any ather vessel in thi~
Colony, under the care or direction of, or connected with
any person on board of either of the vessels above-mention-
ed, relative to any Fortifications erecting for the defence of
this City and Colony, or any other of the United Colonies;
nor relative to the American Fleet, or any armed vessels
fitted out by any Colony or place; and not to carryon
board of either of the said vessels, nor deliver to any person
belonging to either of them, any papers or writings what-
ever relative thereto; nor any other papers or writings but
such as shall have been first shown to this Committee, and
permitted to be taken on board.

Thereupon permits were given to the said four persons
respectively, to go on board of the Packet with the Port-
Master.

The Committee took into consideration Mr. Duane's Let-
ter, received yesterday by Commissary Wharton.

Thereupon a draft of a Letter to the Continental Con-'
gress, on the subject of the contract for victualJing the Troops,
was read, and approved of, and is in the words following,
to wit:

In Committee of Safety, New-York, March 26,1776.

SIR: In the month of February last, the Provincial Con-
gress of this Colony received, amongst other things, reso-
lutions of the honourable Continental Congress, dated the
17th instant, under the hands of the President and Sec-
retary, "That the ,sum of thirty-five thousand Dollars be
advanced to the Convention or Committee of Safety of
New- York, for the support of the Troops employed for the
defenc~ of that Colony; that it be recommended to the
Convention or Committee of Safety of New- York, to con-
tract with proper persons for supplying the said Troops with
the Rations alJowed by Congress, and Fuel, and other
necessaries, on the most reasonable ternlS in their power"

To prevent trouble, we enclose 'an exact copy of the said
two resolutions, marked No. 1.

The Provincial Congress appointed a Committee to re-
ceive proposals of contracts for supplying the said troops;
which Committee caused the rations, and other necessaries
to be supplied, to be published in the New- York news-
papers; and, agreeable to their advertisements, received all
proposals offered for that purpose, sealed up, to pre"ent
collusion as far as possible. Aiter every care and precau-
tion taken, the Provincial Congress, on the 15th of 1I1.arch,
accepted of the proposals of Mr. Abrahmn Livingston, for
supplying the said troops, his' being the most reasonable that
were off~d; and on the 16th, the contract was perfected
and executed by five gentlemen from different Counties, on
behalf of the Provincial Congress, pursuant to the resolu-
tion above-mentioned, and by Mr. Abraham Livingston.

We enclose you a copy of the contraet, (No.2,) and there-
fore need not repeat its contents.

:Mr. Livingston has, by bond, given sufficient sureties, in
the sum of thirty thousand pounds, to perform his contract;
and the Provincial Congress have agreed to advance him
five thousand pounds, and to pay him five thousand pounds
at the expiration of every month, if the support of the troops
by him supplied shall amount to that sum.

In pursuance of those agreements, Mr. Livin$:.ston has
purchased provisions to a very large amount. The l"rovincial
Congress were induced to make the said contract, not only
because it was the most reasonable tenns then in their pow-
er, but, considering the risk and expense of transportation,
should any force obstruct the navigation between this city
and King's County, or between the city and the Highlancs,
the contract would be highly advantageous to the Conti-
nent. ,

Yesterday we saw a resolution of Congress, that Carpen-
ter Wharton, Commissary, continue, agreeable to his con-
tract, to supply with rations the Pennsylvania Battalions
serving in New- York; and were favoured with a letter
from Mr. Duane, recommending him as contractor for the
regiments raised in this Colony, on the same terms he is
allowed for the Pennsylvqnia Battalions. Weare sorry that
it is now out of our power to contract with that gentJeman,
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even should he be wiDing to supply the troops raised here
on the same terms he does the others.

The Prm,.incial Congress of New- York were not only
directed" to contract for the troops employed for the de-
fence of that Colony," but the method directed appeared
the most eligible, as the larger the contract offered, the more
reasonable terms were to be expected, and could be afforded.

Should Congress determine to supersede what has been
done in this Colony, as far forth as it relates to the Pennsyl-
vania Battalions, we will endeavour to make the best terms
we can with Mr. Livingston as to that part of his contract,
and are incIined to believe he will not take any unreason-
able advantages of the gentlemen bound to him in the con-
tract, or of the publick.

.

'Whatever further directions Congress may think proper
in their wisdom to give in the premises, we would wish to
receive with all convenient speed.

We have the honour to be, most respectfully, your most
obedient, humble servants.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the Chairman, and transmitted.

Die Mercurii, 10 ho. A. M., March 27, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Mr. William Paulding, Chairman.
FOR NEw-YORK.-Mr. Sands, Mr. Beekman, Colonel

McDougall, Mr. John V. Cortlandt.
FOR ALBANy.-Colonel P. R. Livingston.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel "ft'Iorris Graham, Mr. Everson.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR KING's.-Mr. LeJfertse.
FOR SUFFOLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR \V ESTcHEsTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR RlcHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.

Mr. Nicholas Low returned to the Committee of Safety,
with an order of this Committee, dated the 21st instant,
permitting him to export Provisions and Lumber to the
West-Indies, to the amount of eight hundred and ninety-
six Pounds and nine Pence, in return for Military Stores
imported into the Colony of New- York, and formerly sold
and delivered to the Committee of Safety of the Colony.
Mr. Low requests that Mr. Joseph Lewis may have per-
mission on his behalf, to export the value of two hundred
Pounds, in Provisions, Lumber, or any other kind of pro-
duce of this Colony, from Suffolk County, in this Colony,
to the West-Indies; and that the said sUm of two hundred
Pounds be deducted from Mr. Low's said permit.

This request appearing to the Committee to be reasonable,
and agreeable to the Resolutions and practice of the Conti-
nental Congress,

Ordered, That Mr. Joseph Lewis be permitted to export
Provisions, Lumber, or produce of any kind, fi'OmHunting-
ton, in Suffolk County, or any other part of Suffolk County,
to the amount or value of two hundred Pounds, and no
more; and that the Committee of Inspection, or such other
Committee, at Huntington, or in any other part of Suffolk
County as may have the care and dircction of exports, see
that Mr. Lewis do not exceed this permit in the value of
bis exports; and that 1nr. Lewis be accountable to them to
show from time to time the value and quantity of the articIes
to be by him exported, before they are exported, and to give
all due proof and satisfaction relative thereto to such Com-
mittee or Committees.

And Ordered, That such Committees make proper re-
turns thereof to this Committee of Safety, or the Provincial
Congress, to enable them to make retllrn to the honourable
Continental Congress, of the quantity and value of such
Exports, agreeable to a Resolution of the Continent<\l Con-
gress, dated the 26th day of December last past, in such
cases provided.

And Ordered; That the General Committee of the City
and County of New- York, or their sub-Committee for
Exports, deduct the sum of two hundred Pounds from Mr.
Low's said permission to export, and permit him to export
on his said order of the 21st day of "ft'larch instant, only the
amount or value of six hundred and ninety-six Pounds and
nine Pence, and no more.

Colonel Brewer, the Barrackmaster-General, sent in to
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the Committee of Safety a memorandum, whieh was read
and filed. He thereby signifies that he would want eight
hundred and thirty-foul' Pots and one hundred Tea-Kettles,
for five thousand men hourly expected. The said memo-
randum, or request, also mentions a supply of Wood, for
which he will give a receipt that will bring the money.

Ordl'red, That Colonel Brewer be informed that Mr.
Abraham Livingston is, by contract, to supply the Army
with Wood.

And Colonel Curtenius is hereby repuested to give assist-
ance or directions to Colonel Brewer, to enable him to get
the number of Pots he wants; and to be so kind as to give
any assistance, advice, or directions, he conveniently can, to
Colonel Brewer, as to the procuring any necessaries Colonel
Brewer may have occasion to procure.

Colonel Curtenius attended, and infc)rmed the Committee
that he is mueh in want of cash to enable him to comply
with tbe order of the Provincial Congress for purchasing
necessaries for the Troops raising in this Colony, and other
orders which he has received.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as
Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony, advance to Petfr
T. Curtenius, as Commissary of the Provincial Conpress of
this Colony, the sum of five thousand Pounds, on a~count,
and take a receipt for the same.

Mr. Abraham Livingston attended, and delivered to the
Committee a Bond from Philip Livingston and John Al-
sop, Esquires, and himself, in the sum of thirty thousand
Pounds, conditioned for fulfilling his contract for victuallin<T
the Troops in this Colony.

0

The said Bond was read and filed; and :Mr. Abraham
Livingston requested an order on the Treasurer for five
thousand Pounds, pursuant to the agreement of the Pro\o~n-
cial Congress, on the 15th day of .March instant, and tbe
22d power given by the Provincial Congress to the Com-
mittee of Safety:

.

Ordered, therefore, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston,
Esquire, as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this
Colony, advance to Abraham Livingston, as contractor fi)l'
victualling the Continental Troops in this Colony, the sum
of five thousand Pounds, on account, in that department,
Mr. Abraham Livingston to be accountable, and to give his
receipt to the Treasurer for the same.

Ordered, That Captain Charles Alexander and Lieute-
nant John Hennessey be at liberty to inlist William Craig,
a prisoner, now,confined in the Jail of this City, and take
him with them to Philadelphia; and that the said William
Craig be discharged from confinement on the request of
those gentlemen.

Ordered, That John McDonald immediately pl'Oceed to
Orange County, and apply to Thomas Smith, Esq., for in-
formation relative to a Lead-Mine, (formerly mentioned by
Mr. Smith in Congress as very valuable,) in some part of
the said County; and that Mr. "ft'lcDonald take Mr. Smith's
advice and direction relative to the same.

And Ordered, That the said John McDonald (after
having explored such Mine or Mines in Orange County as
Mr. Smith, or such other person or persons as Mr. Smith
shall recommend him to for advice and assistance, shall point
out to him) proceed to the Little-Nine-Partners, in Dutchess
County, and there apply to Colonel "ft'lorris Graham and
Jonathan Landon, Esq., and take their advice and direc-
tion relative to Lead-Mines in DutchfS.Y County; that Mr.
.McDonald carefully explore such Mines in Dutche$s County
as he may be advised to explore by Colonel Graham and
Mr. Landon, and to repOlt the state and quality of all such
Mines, both in Orange and Dutches,y County, as he shall or
may explore, to this Committee, with all convenieflt speed.

A Letter fi'om Christian Jacobson, Chairman of the Com-
mittee of Richmond County, was read. They thereby return
the names of persons for Field-Officers, and inform the Com-
mittee that they have divided the County into four Districts;
that they will speedily hold elections for Captains and Sub-
alterns, and return their names to be commissioned.

Ordered, That Mr. Bancker write a Letter to the Com-
mittee of Richmond County, requesting him to transmit the
names of such persons for Field-OtIicers as they may be
assured will serve when they return a list of Captains and
Subalterns.
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4to ho. PM., Die Mercurii, March 27, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: William Pauldin!(, Esquire, Chairman.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Colonel Lott, Mr. Sands, Colonel ~lc.

Dougall.
FOR ALBANY.-Colonel P. R. Livingston.
FOR RICHMOND.-Mr. Bancker.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. ]}loore.
FOR DUTCHEss.-Mr. Everson, Colonel A-L Graham.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.

The Committee were informed that Captain Anthony
Post has such work in hand, to be done by his company of
Artificers, under the direction of the Commander of the
Continental Troops here, that none of those Artificers can
be spared to make Cribbs for the Continental Troops; and
that, as many are hourly expected; and some of those now
here not yet supplied,

Ordered, That Mr. Sands and Colonel Lott be autho-
rized, and hereby are authorized, to empJoy workmen, or
contract with proper persons, to make Cribbs, Tables, and
Benches, for the Continental Troops coming into this City;
and that they get them made on the most reasonable terms,
and with the greatest despatch.

Mr: Joseph. Bull attended, and delivered in his Bond,
executed to Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire, in the
sum of two thousand Pounds, with a condition that,he will
cause Isaac Gidney to be delivered a prisoner in Westchester
Jail; and that the said Joseph Bull will procure good and
sufficient security, in the sum of three thousand Pounds, to
the said obJigee, that the said Isaac Gidney will remain a
pr,isoner in the said Jail during .the pleasure of this Com-
mIttee of Safety, or some future Committee of Safety or
Congress. The said Bond was read and filed.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Isaac Gidney, a prisoner now
in the Jail of this City, be delivered up to Colonel Joseph
Bull; and that Joseph Purdy, another prisoner in the said
Jail, be discharged, they paying the expenses attending
their confinement while in Jail.

An Association of a Company in the Township of Ja-
maica, was read and filed. The Officers elected by the said
Company have subscribed a Declaration, similar to that
directed by the Rules published by the Provincial Con-
gress, to be subscribed by Officers before they enter upon
the execution of their offices.

Thereto is annexed a Certificate of Joseph Robinson and
Nath.aniel Tuthill, Freeholders and inhabitants of Jamaica.
that the persons elected Officers' were duly cho~en in thei~
presence, agreeable to the Regulations of the Provincial
Congress, and subscribed the said Declaration in their pre-
sence.

Therewith is transmitted the names of the'Company, con-
sisting of forty men, exclusive of Commissioned Officers,
with their Declaration that they have associqted themselves
into a Company of Militia; and, agreeable to the rules of
Congress, have chosen Ephraim Baylis, Captain; InCl'ease
Carpenter, First Lieutenant; Abraham Van Osdall, Second
Lieutenant; and Othniel Smith, Ensign; and recommend
them to be commissioned.

Ordered, That Commissions issue for the Officers of the
said Company without delay.

And they were issued accordingly.

The Committee took into consideration the Resolutions of
the Continental Congress for disarming disaffected persons.

.
Die Jovis, 9 ho. ~. M., March 28, 1776.

The same having been under consideration at different The CommIttee met pursuant to adjournment.
times, the Committee came to a unanimous determination, Present: William Pauldiu!(, Esq., Chairman pro tCIIl.
in the wQrds following, to wit: FOR NEw-YoRK.-Colonel McDougall, Mr. Prince.

In Committeeof Safety,New-York,March 27, 1776. FOR KING's.-Mr. Leffertse.
Whereas the Continental Congress on the 14th instant FOR ORANGE-Mr. Cuyper. .

did" recommend it to the several Ass:mblies Conventions' FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
and Councils or Committees of Safety of th~ United Colo~ FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
nies, immediately to cause all persons to be disarmed within FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel "~lliam Williams.
their respective Colonies who are notoriously disaffected to FOR DUTcHEss.-Golonel ~IoT1'1s Graham.
the cause of America, or who have not associated, and re- FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrwn Bant:ker.
fuse to associate to defend by arms these United Colonies Ordered, That the Barrackmaster be, and he is hereby,
against the hostile attempts of the British Fleets and Armies, authorized to supply all the Troops which are already, or
and to apply the Arms taken from such persons in each re- shall hereafter arrive, as also those that may be ordered to
spective Colony, in the first place to the anning the Conti. King's County, with the necessary Barrack Furniture and
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nental Troops raised in said Colony, in the next to the
arming such troops as are raised by the Colony for its own
defence, and the residue to be applied to the arming the
Associators; that the Arms when taken be appraised by
indifferent persons, and such as are applied to the arming
Continental Troops be paid for by Congress, and the resi-
due by the respective Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils
or Committees of Safety:" And \,'hereas the necessity of
having the Continental Troops, and other inhabitants of
these Colonies who are disposed and willing to defend the
rights of their country, immediately armed, renders it highly
expedient that the said Reso]ution should be carried into
immediate execution:

Therefore Resolved, That it be recommended to the Com-
mittees of the several Cities, Counties, Manors, Townships,
Precincts, and Districts in this Colony, forthwith to cause
to be disarmed all persons within their respective Districts
who are known to be disaffected to the cause of America:
and, also, all such persons as shall refuse to sign the follow-
ing Association, to wit:

"\Ve, the subscribers, inhabitants of . . . . . . . in the
County of . . . . . . and Colony of New- York, do volun-
tarily and solemnly engage and associate, under all the ties
held sacred among mankind, at the risk of our lives and for-
tunes, to defend, by arms, the United Amcr'lcan Colonies
against the hostHe attempts of the British Fleets and Armies,
until the present unhappy controversy between the two
countries shall be settled."

And that it be recommended to the said Committees to use
all possible prudence and moderation in carrying the said
resolve into execution; and that in such Districts where the
Committees find it absolutely necessary to call in an armed
force, they are hereby empowered to order any part of the
Minute-men, or common Militia of their District);, to their
assistance, that they and the Field-Officers of the forces shall
judge necessary; and that the Arms so taken be appraised by
indifferent persons appointed by said Committees; and that
an account be made of their number, the persons they belong
to, and their appraised value; and that each one be marked
with the initial letters of the person's name from whom they
were taken; and that the Arms, together with the account
of them, be delivered to the Chairman of the Committee of
the District in which they were so taken, or to such person
or persons as shall be appointed by the said Committee for
that purpose, he or they giving a receipt for the same; which
accounts from the several Districts are to be forthwith trans-
mitted to the Chairman of, and to be laid before, the County
Committee, who are hereby directed to transmit an account
of the number of AnTIs so taken, and how many of them are
fit for immediate service, to the Committee of Safety, or
Provincial Congress of this Colony, that they may be en-
abled to make further order therein; and in those Counties
where there are skilful artificers for the purpose, that the
said Committee do cause the said Arms to be fitted up with
bayonets, steel rammers, and other necessary repairs, with-
out delay, at the publick expense; and where there are no
such artificers, the Committees are to send said Arms to the
Committee of Safety, or Provincial Congress, as soon as
collected.

Ordered, That a copy of these Resolutions be transmit-
ted to the Chairman of the Committee of each County in
the Colony, who is hereby directed to furnish the Chairman
of the Committees of the several Towns, Precincts, and
Districts in the County, with copies thereof without delay.
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Utensils, as far as those which he has already provided and
in store will enable him to supply them with.

Ordered, That the Barrackmaster assist Colonel Brewer
in providing proper Stores for stOling Provisions and other
necessaries for the use of the Continental Troops in this
City; and that the Barraekmaster be authorized to demand
the keys of such Stores as he thinks best calculated to an-
swer the purpose. And further, that he be authO!ized to
enter and take possession of all such Stores, and deliver them
to the care of Colonel Brewer, or his order.

A Letter from General Thompson was read, and filed,
and is in the words following, to wit:

.

"New-York, March 26,1776.

"
GENTLEMEN: Please to give 1\11'.lIngh Hughes, Com-

missary of Military Stores, an order for ten thousand Flints
and two tons of Lead, on the person who is intrusted by
you with those articles, and you will much oblige your very
humble servant,

"WILLIAM THOMPSON, Brigadier-General.

"To the Honourable Committee of Safety."
Ordered, That Mr. Richard Norwood, Commissary, de-

liver to Mr. Hugh Hughes ten thousand Flints and two
tons of Lead; and that Mr. Norwood take Mr. Hughes's re-
ceipt for the same, on Continental account, as being ordered
by the Continental General fO!'Continental Troops.

John Van Ness, Esq., Colonel of the First Minute Re-
giment of Dutchess County, being deceased, whereby the
command of that Regiment has devolved on Cornelius
IIumphrey, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel of that Regiment;
and Mr. Humphrey being now here in actual service with
the said Regiment or a part thereof, and recommended as
well qualified to be Colonel of the said Regiment,

Ordered, That Cornelius Humphrey be appointed Colo-
nel of the said Regiment of Minute-men, in the place of
John Van ~Ness,Esq., deceased; and that a Commission
issue to him accordingly.

Mr. Thomas Lefoy, who served as a Lieutenant in Cap-
tain Wynkoop's Company in the last campaign, being un-
provided for, and the First Lieutenancy of Captain Ambrose
Horton's Company being yet vacant:

Ordered, That a Warrant issue to the said Thomas Lejoy
to be First Lieutenant in Captain Horton's Company.

And the same was issued accordingly.

4to hoo P. 'f., March 28, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Mr. William Paulding, Chairman.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Leffertse.
FOR DUTcI{Ess.-Mr. Everson, Colonel Morris Graham.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-William Williams.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.

A Letter from Mr. Abraham Livingston, requesting that
permits might be given to his Drovers who are employed to
purchase Beef-Cattle to enable him to supply the Army
with Provisions, was read and filed.

Ryer Schermerhorn, a person who has contracted with
Mr. Livingston, or is by him employed, applied for a Cer-
tificate :

Whereupon a Certificate was given to Ryer Schermerhorn
in the words following, to wit:

"The bearer hereof, Mr. Ryer Schermerhorn, having con-
tracted with Mr. Abraham Livingston, the Contractor for
supplying the Continental Troops in this city with the Ra-
tions allowed by Congress, with a quantity of fresh Beef;
and the said Ryer Schermerhorn being under a necessity of
going into the different parts of this Colony, as wellas into
the Colony of Connecticut, to purchase and procure Cattle
to fulfill his said contract: It is therefore recommended that
he be suffered to pass and repass, with such Cattle as he
may be able to procure, unmolested.

"To every Committee, and to every friend to liberty , in the
United Colonies."

Ordered, That the Secretaries give similar Passports to
Mr. I~i1!ingston's other Drovers.

A Letter from Mr. John Berrien, one of the Commis-
sioners for erecting Fortifications in the Highlands, was read
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit:

"N ew- York, March 26, 1776.

"
GE~"TLEM:EN:I have to request that you will furnish me

with an order on the Treasurer for the sum of five hundred
pounds, on account, to enable me to discharge sundry debts
contracted for ordnance stores, brick, shingles, boards and
plank, intrenching tools, &c., for the use of the Fortifica-
tions in the Highlands.

"I am, very respectfully, your obedient, humble servant,
"JOHN BERRIEN.

"To the Honourable Committee of Safi~ty for the Colony
of New- York."

Orden:d, That Peter Van Brugh L1:vingston, Esq., as
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad-
vance to Mr. John Berrien, Commissary for the Commis-
sioners for erecting Fortifications in the Highlands, and onc
of the said Commissioners, the sum of five hundred Pounds,
on Continental account, to enable him to discharge sundry
debts contracted for Ordnance Stores, Brick, Shingles,
Boards and Plank, Intrenching Tools, and other necesSa-
ries, for the use of said Fortifications.

A Return for a great number of Commissions from Fredt-
ricksburgh, in Dutchess County, for the Militia Officers in
that District, was read and filed, and is in the words fol-
lowing, to wit:.

"Fredericksburgh, in Dutchess County, March 15, 1776.

"Pursuant to a Resolve of the Provincial Congress of
New- York, passed the 9th of A%cyust,1775, the Committee
proceeded to call together the several Companies of Militia
in this Precinct, for a choice of Officers, as follows:

"Beat No. I.-Friday, ltlarch 8th.-The Company did
meet, and, under the inspection of Joshua ltlyric7c, Daniel
Mertine, and David Myrick, three of the Committee, did
choose Ebenezer Robinson, Captain; Nathaniel Scribner,
First Lieutenant; Hezekiah ltlead, Jun., Second Lieute-
nant; Obadiah Chase, Ensign.

"Beat No. 2.-Monday, Alarch I Ith.-The Company
met, and, under the inspection of David Wate1'buryand
Moses Richards, two of the Committee, did elect David
Waterbury, Captain; Isaac Townsend, First Lieutenant; .
Jonathan Webb, Second Lieutenant; Timothy Delavan,
Ensign.

"Beat No. 3.-September 20, 1775.-The Company
met, and, under the inspection of Jonathan Paddock, Sim.eon
Tryon, and David Crosby, three of the Committee, made
choice of Jonathan Paddock, Captain; JeremiahBurges,
Second Lieutenant; Joseph Dykman, Ensign.

" N. B. Simeon Tryon is since appointed a Lieutenant ill
the Continental Army.

"Beat No. 4.-Tuesday, March 12th.-The Company
met, and, under the inspection of Solollwn Hopkins, David
Myrick, and David Smith, did elect John Crane, Captain;
Elijah Townsend, First Lieutenant; David Smith, Second
Lieutenant; John Berry, Ensign.

"Beat No. 5.-Wednesday, Mqrch 13th.-The Compa-
ny met, and, under the inspection of Solomon Hopkins and
Joshua Myrick, two of the Committee, did elect Williall~
Colwell, Captain; Joel Mead, First Lieutenant; Stephen
Ludinton, Second Lieutenant; David Porter, Ensign.

"Beat No. 6.-Thursday, March 14th.-The Company
met, and, under the inspection of Isaac Chapman and Joshua
Crosby, two of the Committee, did choose David Ilecock,
Captain; William Colk£n, First Lieutenant; Moses Sagl;,
Ensign. .

"The above gentlemen are all persons of respectable.
characters, are friendly to liberty, and have signed the Gene-
ral Association recommended by the Congress.

"
By order of the Committee:

"DAVID SMITH, Chairman pro tem.

"A true copy-Test: "JosHUA MYRICK, Clerk.

"N. B. Increase Bennett afterwards refused to serve as
Lieutenant."

A Letter from the Committee of Suffo[k County, bear-
ing date the 27th day of March instant, relative to assistance
of Troops and a Magazine of Provisions; and a Resolution
of the said County Committee, to send an express with



1413 NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, MARCH, 1776. 1414

their Letter, and appointing persons to purchase Provi-
sions, were respectively read and filed, and are in tbe words
following, to wit:

"
Suffolk County, March 27, 1776.

"SIR: Whereas the east end o[ Long-lsland is in a
very defenceless situation, and much exposed to the ravages
of the Ministerial Army, which are now distressing these
Colonies; and as they have now quitted the Town of Bos-
ton, we are very apprehensive they may attempt to get
possession of this part of the Island, which they may easily
effect under our present defenceless situation, and which
would be of great importance to them:

"
"\:Vetherefore think it necessary that a number of troops

should be stationed there, which, we presume, you, in your
wisdom, will think a proper measure; if so, we depend you
will apply to the commanding officer of New- York for that
purpose. And as a quantity of provisions will be absolutely

"necessary for the support of such troops; and as a supply
may now be had in the County, and laid up as a magazine
for that purpose, and as little or ,no loss will probably attend
the laying up of such a store, therefore we hope you will
direct that a suitable quantity may be purchased, and de-
posited in such place Qt.places in this County as you shall
think proper; otherwise we are apprehensive that such pro-
visions will soon be exported fronl this County.

"Weare, gentlemen, with respect, your most obedient,
humble servants.

"
Signed by order of the Committee:

"WILLIAM SMITH, Chairman.

"In Suffolk County Committee, March 27, 1776.

"Resolved, That an express be sent to the Committee o[
Safety at New- York, to take their Resolve upon the expe-
diency of purchasing Provisions in this County for the use
of the Troops that may be ordered or stationed in the
County; and that Jesse Brnsh, Samuel Phillips, Phineas
Fannin!!, "Maltby Gelston, and Burnet Miller, be a sub-
Committee to put the Resolve of the Committee of Safety
respecting the same into immediate execution.

"
By order: WILLIAM SMITH, Chairman."

Ordered, That the Sloop James, Richard Puller, Mas-
ter, be permitted to sail; and it is recommended to all friends
to American liberty to afford every necessary aid to the said,
Sloop and Master.

Colonel Ephraim ];Iartin, from Essex County, in New-
Jersey, delivered in a Return of the following Barrack ne-
cessaries wanting for his Regiment of Militia; and which he
says he cannot obtain by purchase or otherwise, but by or-
der-of this Committee to Colonel Curtenius:

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius deliver to Colonel
JiJphraimMartin, fifty Bowls, (some large and others sma11,)

. and two hundred and twenty-eight Spoons, [or the use o[ his
Regiment, on Continental account, and take Colonel Jtlar-
tin's receipt for the same.

A Return, or Memorandum, signed by Captain Peter
Dickerson, requesting some order that may procure him
Dishes and Spoons for the use of his Company, in Colonel
Dayton's Regiment, [rom New-Jersey, was read.

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius supply, on Continen-
tal account, twenty Dishes or Bowls, (some large and some
small,) and eighty-six Spoons, for Captain Peter Dickerson's
Company, of Colonel Dayton's Regiment, from New-Jersey,
and that Mr. Curtenius take a receipt for the same.

A long Letter from Messrs. Palmer and Livincrston, two
of the Commissioners at the Fortifications in the Highlands,
on the subject of Provisions, Rum for Fatigue-men, and
other matters, was read, and is in the words folJowing,
to wit:

"Fort Montgomery, March 28, 1716.

"GENTLEID:N: Fourteen days ago we began at this
post with carpenters and masons, and have our buildings
now in a fine way. Our storehouse is completed, and a
barrack of eighty by twenty feet will, in a few days, be so
far finished as to receive one hundred and sixty men; our
bake-house, also, almost finished, and a quantity of [ascine;;
made, so that we sha11 soon begin to erect the Battery. We
have now here about one hundred and forty men, and ex-
pect one company more in two or three days. The greater
part have been at this post about six days, quartered in ves-
sels. But the dissatisfaction of the soldiers, with respect to
their provision, is so great that they will soon refuse their
duty as labourers, and even now do not half the labour that
might reasonably be expected from the numbers we have
here. As they have nothing more of the usual species of
provision allowed a soldier than pork and bread-this, added
to their uncomfortable situation on board the sloops, makes
them very uneasy and mutinous. We have used our utmost
endeavours, with the influence of their officers, to quiet them,
by telling them they will soon be better provided for. But
we see no likelihood of that, as repeated applications have
been lately made to the Commissary at Albany, and the
Deputy-Commissary, (Mr. Phelps,) now at Fort Constitu-
tion, and all to nO purpose. Weare therefore under the
necessity o[ applying to you, and beg that YOllwill imme-
diately give such orders to the contractors and Deputy-
Commissary, that this post may be supplied with every spe-
cies aBowed to make the full rations to each soldier; and if
it cannot sooner be done in that way, your order to us to
supply the troops here will be sufficient, as every necessary

Die Veneris,4to ho, P. M., March29, 1776, wanting is to be had in great plenty.
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Die Veneris, 10 ho, A. M., March 29, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: William Paulding, Esquire, Chairman.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Prince.
FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR CUMBERLAND.-Colonel William Williams.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. j}Ioore.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. C~per.
FOR KING's.-Mr. LeJ!ertse. .

FOR DUTcHEss.-Colonel j}lorris Graham, Mr. Everson.

Colonel William Williams came to take leave of the Com-
mittee, and departed hefore Mr. Tredwell came in, and there-
fore the Committee, though they spent the whole morning in
considering and preparing different matters, could not do any
acts to be entered on the Minutes for want of a quorum.

Adjourned tiJI this afternoon, four o'clock.
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slowly. Weare sensible that the above application to
your body is not strictly proper; yet as necessity has and
must warrant many things which have imposed themselves
on you, we make the present application, with full confi-
dence that some immediate relief may be had in the pre-
mJses.

"We would beg leave to add that rum is an article very
-much wanting for the fatigue parties. If a supply of that
could- immediately be sent up, it would have a yery good
'effect. In case a sufficiency cannot be provided, if we
have or:ders, a plenty of cider and beer can be had, which
would answer perhaps as well.

,,'We send, enclosed, a copy of an affidavit, which proves

the assiduity of our enel"l1ies,and the necessity of a watchful
eye on all their motions.

"
In consequence of the resolves of the Provincial Con-

gress, of the - instant, to which we beg to refer, we bave
called chiefly Continental Troops to this post, thinking
they are most to be depended upon. These troops, we
think, are and ought to be under our sole directions, as to
tbe work tbat is to be done. As to what little military pa-
rade that is at present necessary, we conceive the eldest
Captain here abundantly sufficient, the present body being
merely a working party.

""\Ve are, gentlemen, with much esteem, your very hum-
ble servants G L' " ILBERT IVINGSTON,

"THOMAS P AL~IER.

"To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, New- York."

Die Sahbati, 10 ho. A. M., March 30,1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: William Paulding, Esq., Cbairman.
FOR NEW-Y oRK.-Colonel Lott, Mr. Prince, Major Stoll-

tenburgh, Mr. Helme.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Leffertse.
FOR TRYON.-Mr. Moore.
FOR RICHJ\IOND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.

Colonel 'ftilclJougall informed tbe Committee that Colonel
Trumbull, the Commissary-General, stood in great need of
some place to store Provisions in. Colonel McDougall fur-
ther informed the Committee that tbe cellars of the Hos-
pital are well calculated for the purpose.

Ordered, That Colonel Trumbull, Commissary of Provi-
sions, be, and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to
take possession of the Cellars of the Hospital in this City,
and make use of the same, for the purpose of storing Pro-
visions and other articles in his department.

A Certificate of Dr. Jones was read, in the words fol-
lowing:

"
New-York, March 28, 1776.

"This is to certify that Mr. Gerard G. Beckman is, by
my" advice, going to Bristol, in Pennsylvania, in order to
drmk the mineral waters of that place for the benefit of his
health, which, for some time past, has been sensibly im-
paired."

Mr. Beekman requested a passport, that he might be per-
mitted to go to Bristol and return, unmolested. Thereupon,
the following Certificate was given Mr. Beekman:

"It is hereby certified, that Mr. Gerard G. Beekman is
per!lliUed to go to Bristol, for the benefit of his health; that
he is a friend to the cause of American liberty. It is there-
fore recommended to all the friends of liberty, to suffer him
to pass unmolested."

Ordered, That Mr. Joshua Potts be permitted to go on
board of the Packet, with the Port-Master, to procure a
passage to England, he having been sworn that he will not
convey any intelligence relative to the Fortifications erect-
ing for the defence of this City and Colony.

Ordered, That tbe General Committee of the City of
New- York, or their sub-Committee, be, and they are here-
by, authorized to permit Paul Pincknam to lade on board
the Sloop Royal County such Provisions as he may want,
(Beef and Pork excepted,) and take the same to Falmollth,
in the Colony of the ft'Iassachusetts-Bay.

Captain Andrew Billings, of.Dlltchess County, attended,
and was admitted. He informed that his Company is nearly
completed, and (except a few men at work or on duty in
one of the Minute Regiments now at New- York) are now
on duty at the Fortifications in the Highlands; that many
of his men have been inlisted a considerable time; and that
he stands in great need of cash to pay his men, that they
may be enabled to purchase necessaries.

Ordered, That Captain B?:tlings, and the Privates and
Non-Commissioned Officers of his Company, be considered
as part of the four Regiments raising in this Colony for Con..
tinental service; and that Pete1- Van Brugh Livingston,
Esq., as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colo-
ny, advance to Captain Andrew Billings the sum of three
hundred Pounds on account, to be by him applied towards
the pay of his Company as above-mentioned; and that the
said Treasurer take Captain Billings's receipt for the same.

Ordered, That Cplonel Curtenills, Commissary of the'
Provincial Congress, deliver to Captain Andrew Billings,
for his Company, in the Continental Troops raising in this
Colony, the following articles, viz: :30 wooden Bowls, 86
woodrm Spoons, 86 Frocks, 86 pair of Shoes, 86 Hats, 14
Iron Pots, 86 Canteens, 4 Canteens for Officers, 86 pair of
yarn homespun men's Hose, and Blankets for 86 Soldiers,
4 Officers, and 1 Drum and Fife; and that he also deliver
to Captain Billings the like quantity or number of each
article (except Blankets and Hose) for Captain Jacobus
Rosekrans's Company; and that Mr. Curtenius take Cap-
tain Billings'~ receipt for the same.

A Letter from Captain John Grenell to Thomas Tred-
well, Esq., dated the 27th March, resigning his Warrant as
Captain of Artillery in the Continental service, and de-
clining the service, was read and filed.

Major Sebastian Beauman having signified his willinrr..
ness to render any services in his power for the defence ~f
the liberties of this country; this Committee, reposing espe-.
cial confidence in his patriotism, valour, conduct, and fidelity,
think him well qualified to command an Artillery Company
in the Continental service.

Resolved and Ordered, That Sebastian Bea1lman, Esq.,
be, and is hereby, appointed Captain of tbe Continental
Company of Artillery ordered to be raised in this Colony;
which Company Mr. Beauman is hereby authorized and
requested to inlist with all possible despatch.

A draft of a Letter to the Commissioners erecting the
Fortifications near Pooplopen, in answer to theirs of the
28th, was read, and approved, and is in the words follow-
ing, to wit:

In Committee of Safety, New.Y <irk, March 30, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Weare favoured with your letter of the
28th instant. In answer thereto, we inform you that Mr.
Abraham Livingston has some days ago contracted to sup-
ply the troops at the posts in the Highlands with the rations
allowed by Congress. Mr. Livingston has a vessel with
necessaries, and a Commissary, ready to go up to the Higb-
lands; and you may assure the troops that they will be sup-
plied with every part of the rations allowed by Congress, that
can reasonably be procured, as soon as wind and weather
will permit. This supply has some days ago been attended
to, and no unavoidable delay will be made.

Rum for fatigue parties, in our opinion, cannot easily be
obtained at present; besides, the price is exorbitant. The
Commissary will furnish the troops with a quart of spruce
beer per man per day, or the molasses allowed by Con-
gress. If you find it necessary to make a further allow-
ance of beer or.cider, you are hereby authorized to procure
and allow the fatigue-men one quart of small-beer or cider
per man per day. But we beg leave, in this matter, to re-
commend frugality as much as is consistent with the good
of the service, as an extra allowance to £ttigue-men is not
by order of Continental Congress, and may therefore be a
Colony charge.

We approve of your calling in the Continental troops as
fast as possible. Colonel Nicoll was appointed to command
at the Fortifications in the Highlands, in pursuance of an
intention of Continental Congress that a gentleman of that
rank should command there. We doubt not but you will
receive his aid by commanding and inspiriting the men at
the works, as he is answerable for their defence in case of
an attack. We have not heard any objections to Colonel
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Nicoll's conduct, as an officer or a gentleman; therefore we
cannot, without injustice, abridge his appointment. The
Continental Congress having thought that those posts should
be commanded by an officer of that rank, we do not a110w
ourselves to have any conceptions on that subject, holding it
our duty, in this instance, to obey, and not to dictate.

We are, respectfu11y, gent1emen, your very humble ser-
vants.

The Committee considering of the best method to pre-
serve the Stock on Staten-Island if a fleet should arrive and
attempt depredations, are of opinion that it should be re-
moved to Jer'sey, on any appearance of ail enemy.

*Ordered, That Mr. Bancker get two good Scows bui1t,
to have them in readiness to remove Stock or Jersey Troops
to that Island.

Thereupon, a draft of a Letter to the Committee of Rich-
mond County was read, and approved of, in the words fol-
lowing;

In Committee of Safety, New-York, March 30, 1776.

GENTLEI'!1EN:The Ministerial Army and Navy having
been obliged to desert Boston, and much in \vant of fresh
provisions, we are under great apprehensions they may come
this way, and make, or attempt to make, depredations on the
stock in your Island, before the necessary aids could be sent
to you.

We are anxious for the preservation of the stock of your
Island. The best method we can devise is, for the owners
to procure places for their stock in Jersey. 'Ve therefore
earnestly recommend to you to advise or dire.ct the inhabi-
tants of your County to provide proper places in New-Jer-
sey for the reception of their live stock, and, on the approach
of an enemy, or any proper notification of danger, to give
directions to remove a11 the live stOck in the said County,
(horses, working-oxen, milch-cows, and such as are within
a month of calving, excepted,) to such places as they shaH
have so provided.

Humanity, as well as our duty to our constituents, and
our desire to prevent every inconvenience or 10ss to them, as
far as in our power, induced us to wish that you would not
suffer this matter to be neglected. We assure you that we
have the best inf()rmation that if the preservation of your sTock
is not attended to by the proprietors, the Continental forces,
on the approach of real danger, will prevent the Ministerial
Troops from having any benefit of it. We have authorized
Mr. Bancker, one of your Deputies, to get two good scows
built, for assisting to remove stock when necessary.

Weare, respectfully, gent1emen, your very humble ser-
vants. By order.

To the Chairman and Members of the Committee of Rich-
mond County.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the Chairman, and transmitted.

. Re8olved, That it be recommended to the inhabitants of Richmond
County, without delay, to provide convenient and safe places in .Yew-
Jer8ey for the reception of Live Stock; and that the Committee of that
County, upon the approach of the enemy, or any proper notification of
danger from this Committee, the Provincial Congress, or from any other
quarter, do, without delay, order and cause to be removed all the Live
Stock in said County, excepting Horses, working Oxen, new-milch
Cows, and such as arc within a month of calving, to such places as shall
/lave been provided as above; or in cases where no such places have been
provided, to some place or places of security in .;Vew-Jersey; and the said
Commiuee are hereby directed, if they shall think it necessary, to desire
the assistance of their neighbours in Ne,v-Je1'8ey, to carry this Resolu-
tion into execution. And it is further recommended to the said Com-
mittee, for the more expeditious transportation, as well of such Stock, as
of such Continental Troops or Militia as may, upon an alarm or invasion,
be sent to the assistance of the inhabitants, to cause to he built, without
delay, two such tlat-bottomed Boats or Scows, as they shall judge most con-
venient for that purpose, and to employ Richard Lawrence and Joshua
..JI.lercereall, or such other person or persons as they can agree with, to
build the same in the best manner, and at the most reasonable rate.

IN COMJ\HTTEE OF SAFETY, JJ-farch 27, I 776.-Re8olved, That it
be recommended to the Committee of Richmond County immediately
to direct that the proprietors of the Stock in that County do, without de-
lay, procure proper places in New-Jersey, to move all the Sheep and
/lorned Cattle, of young and old, (except milch Cows, already calved, and
those within a month of calving;) to the end that no time be lost in trans-
porting the said Stock whenever the enemy shall appear; and in default
of the proprietors procuring such places, this Committee do hereby no-
tify the inhabitants of that County that they will request the Militia of
Jel'8ey to remove the said Stock whenever the enemy's Fleet appears to
enter Sandy-Hook.

And Ordered, that the said Committee ,10 immediately cause to be
built two large tlat-bottomed Scows, one by Richard La,vrence, the
other by J08hua Mercereau, Esquires, at the most reasonable rate, that
the Stock may the more readily be removed.

A Certificate, or Passport, \Vas given to lIenry IIegeman,
a Drover employed by Mr. Abralwm Livingston, tbe Con-
tractor for the Troops, to procure Catt1e and live Stock; a
copy whereof is filed.

And similar Passports were also given to several em-
p]oyed by Mr. Abraham Livingston as Drovers.

Die Sabbati, 4to ho. P. M., March 30, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: William Paulding, Esquire, Chairman.
FOR N EW-Y oRK.-Colonel Lott, Major Stoutenburgh, Mr.

Prince, Colone! McDougall.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR ORANGE-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR DUTcHF.ss.-Mr. Ever'son.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.

Ordered, That Messieurs James Campbell, Joseph Potts,
and John Lloyd, be permitted to go on board Governour
Tryon's Ship, and the Packet, with tbe Port-Master, to
ihquire whether they can procure a passage to England,
with permission to return on shore if they should not be
able to procure a passage, or if the said Packet should be
likely to sail soon; they having been sworn tbat they will
not convey any inte]]jgE'nce relative to the Fortifications
erecting for the defence of this City and Colony.

Ordered, That Mr. Stephen Rapalyc be permitted to go
on board His Majesty's Ship Phenix, with the Port-Master,
to demand his Schooner lately seized by order of Captain
Parker; he having been sworn that he wil1 not convey any
intelligence relative to the Fortifications erecting for the de-
fence of this City and Colony.

The Committee took into consideration the Resolution of
the Provincial Congress, empowering them to contract for
five thousand stand of Arms. Thereupon a draft of an adver-
tisement was read, and is in the words foHowing, to wit:

The Provincial Congress of this Colony having empow-
ered this Committee to contract for a number of Muskets,
(to be manufactured in the Colony,) publick notice is hereby
given that this Committee are ready to receive proposals from,
and treat with, any person 01' persons who are wiHing to
engage in manufacturing good Muskets, or the Locks, Bar-
rels, or any necessary parts thereof; and request aH persons
who choose to engage, to be speedy in their proposals.

Ordered, That the foregoing be published in aU the pub-
lick Newspapers in this Colony.

Colone1.McDougall informed the Committee that the men
inlisted in his Regiment stood in need of some cash to pur-
chase necessaries, and that a large sum is due to his Regi-
ment.

Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston,
as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad-
vance to Colonel ltlcDougall, on account, in part of pay for
his Regiment, the sum of one thousand Pounds, and take a
receipt for the same, on account.

A Letter from General Thornpson was read and filed, in
the words fol1owing, viz:

"
New-York,March 30, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN: A number of troops are arrived, and more
are houdy expected, who must be quartered in the City; and
as I understand that many of the inhabitants who have quitted
the town have left part of their filrniture in their houses, I
must request that you win give such directions as you may
judge best for securing the property of those people, whose
houses are, or shall be occupied as Barracks for the Troops;
and you wil1 much oblige, gent1emen, your most obedient,
humble servant, ,- "tv T. t ILLlAM HOMPSON.
"To the Committee of Safety."

Warrants issued to William Dunn, Second Lieutenant,
and John Garrison, Ensign, in Captain Ambrose Horton's
Company.

Die Lunre, 9 ho. A.
M"

April 1, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: William Paulding, Esq., Chairman pro tem.

FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Sands, Mr. Denning, Mr. Van
Cortlandt, Colonel McDougall, Colonel Brasher.
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FOR SUFFOLK.-Mr. TredweZl.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Leffertse.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR RIcHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR DUTCHEss,-Mr. Everson.
:FOR W ESTCHESTER.-'Mr. Paulding.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. Moore.

A Letter from Colonel Jonathan Hasbrouck, dated at
Newburgh, 1J;larch20, 1776, containing a statement of his
Regiment of Militia in U/:;ter County, was read and filed.

"
Newburgh, March 20, 1776.

" A true state of the Rcgiment of Militia in the County of
ULSTER, whereof JONATHANHASBROUCKis Colonel, con-
sisting of eleven Companies.
"My whole Regiment consists of six hundred and eight

men, officers included. Likewise four hundred and fifty
firelocks; two hundrf)d and ninety-three swords; one hun-
dred and eighty-eight cartridge-boxes; thirty-two pounds of
powder; one hundred and twenty pounds of lead.

"A true state of my Regiment, after the fourth man were
selected as Minute-men, according to the resolves of your
honourable House. Given under my hant;! the day and date
above-mentioned.

" J H C
.

l n Z". . ASBROUCK, 0 0 e.
A Letter from Brigadier General Heath was received aud

read, in the words following, to wit:
"City of New-York, Aprit 1, 1776.

" GENTLEMEN:I find myself necessitated to request of
you two thousand and twenty-five Dollars and five-ninths
of a Dollar, for Continental purposes.

"I am, gentlemen, with esteem, your most humble ser-
vant,

""VILLIAMHEATH,Brigadier-General.
f'To Committee of Safety, New- York."

Thereupon, Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Living-
ston, Esquire, as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this
Colony, advance to Brigadier-General Heath tlle sum of two
thousand and twenty-five Dollars and five-ninths of a Dollar,
for Continental purposes, and take a receipt for the same on
Continental account.

A Letter from John Haring, Esquire, dated Orangetown,
lUarch 28, 1776, enclosing Colonel Lent's Commission and
Resignation, was read and filed.

"Orangetown, March 28, 1776.

" SIR: Colonel Lent was with me the evening before last,
and appeared to be much out of humour on account of the
late behaviour of part of his Regiment. He says that his
orders have been treated with contempt, and himself slan-
dered, by those from whom he expected assistance.

" The Colonel has, for a number of years last past, been
a Militia officer, and I believe we never had one who was
more punctual in obeying and performing the orders of his
superiors, and he consequently expected that those under his
command should also obey him; but by experience he finds _

that he cannot get the orders of Congress (which from time
to time issue) properly expedited; and he is apprehensive
that if he continues in office any longer, he will be censured
by his superiors, as weIJ as blamed by his inferiors.

"The Orangetown Regiment is chiefly composed of such
as know but little of the English language, and nothing of
military affairs; wherefore I must impute their backwardness
and delays to ignorance and ill-founded jealousies of being
imposed upon by their commanders, and not to disaffection.

"
The commission of the Colonel, together with his resig-

nation, you have enclosed. He brought the commission to
me, and would not be prevailed upon to take it home again,
so that I thought it my duty to send it to you by the first op-
portunity.

"The command of the above-said Regiment now devolves
upon Lieutenant-Colonel Blauvelt. I am fearli!1 that Lent's
resignation will be followed by others; but I shall do all that
is in my power to prevent it.

"I am, sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,

"
JOHN HARING.

"To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, New- York."
The said Resignation was also read.

"To all to whom these presents shall come,or may concern:
"Whereas I, the subscriber, have some time since been

commissioned by the honourable Provincial Congress of the

Colony of New-York, to be Colonel of the Regiment of Mili-
tia Foot in Orangetown, and whereas I have been much
blamed and slandered (by some officers, and others in said
Regiment) forgiving orders in pursuance of a late reso~veand
order of said Congress, I have thought proper to resIgn my
said commission, and accordingly do resign the same, choos-
ing rather to serve as a private, than command people who
are prejudiced against me.

"Given under my hand the 26th day of March, A. D.
1776. "ABRAHAMLENT."

A Letter from Govemour Trumbull, dated 22d lUarc~,
1776, enclosing lVIr.Hopkins's Report on the Lead-Mines
at New- Canaan, was read and filed.

"Lebanon, March ~2, 1'/76.

"
SIR: El1'pheZet Dytr and William WilHams, Esquires,

are authorized and empowered by the Governour and Coun-
cil appointed to assist him in the recess of the General As-
sembly, to move your body to grant this Colony, for its use,
the loan of such a number and sizes of cannon as you can
spare without detriment; which, if granted, the return of
them, or their value, shall be secured.

"The reason of this application is, that we have under-
taken to set the furnace at Salisbury in blast, to cast cannon,
&c., for use, at this important crisis of publick aflhirs; that
the hearth is laying; ore, coal, and every other necessary
preparing; workmen provided for ~very part or the business;
and hope to begin to cast cannon m all next mmlth, or early
in May. They can with greater ease be transported to New-
York and used where needed, than brought here. In the
mean 'time, fearing our necessity of cannon for use, before this
work can be effected, and apprehepding that a great num-
ber of various sizes may be spared fi'om your Colony, with-
out injury to the common service, do therefore hope for a
compliance with our motion.. .

"This Colony have been explormg Lead-M~nes. One at
Middletown is open, fifty or sixty tons of ore raIsed, a smeh-
in<rfurnace built there, and expect thirty or forty tons of lead
to"'be run oUt soon. A Committee appointed by our Assem-
bl1 in October last to explorl< and examine a Lead-Mine at
1\ew- Canaan in your Colony, made report at our session in
December last; copy thereof is enclosed. If worthy your
attention, and ore raised there, the furnance at 1J;liddu'-
town may serve for smelting what is raised in both places.
Any service we can render your Colony in that, or any other
instance, will be done with pleasure.

I am, with great truth and regard, sir, your most obedient,
humble servant,

"JONATHAN TRUMBULL.

"To the Honourable Nathaniel Woodhull, Esquire."

Ordered, That Mr. Norwood, the Commissary of Colony
Military Stores, deliver to Colonel McDougall, or his order,
three thousand two hundred Flints, for the use of his Regi-
ment.

The Committee being applied to for an order to obtain
Rum for the men on fatigue parties aLHorne's Hook,

Ordered, That Mr. Abraham LivinlJston, in pursuance
of the resolution, or order, of the Provincial CongI:ess, of the
20th day of February last, henceforth continue to issue (un-
til further order) a gill of Rum per day for each of the ,men
of the Minute Regiments at Horne's Hook, when on fatigue.

And Ordered, That the Commanding Officer at Rorne's
Hook, for the time being, from time to time, deliver to Mr.
Abraham Livingston exact lists of the men on fatigue at
that post; and that the Commanding Officer, and e~ch of
the other Officers, take especial care that no Rum be Issued
but to men on £'1tigue.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Provincial Congress
of this Colony be, and he i~ hereby, authorized to advanc,e _

to the Auditors or Committee of the Pay-Table, or theIr
order, any such ~um or sums, fi'om time to time, as they may
think proper, and keep a separate account or ~emorandum
tIiereof, until they include the same in some aU?lted accounts,
so as that the said moneys may then appear In the general
accounts.

A Return of the Captains and Subalterns of the four <?0!ll-
panies of Militia in Richmond County, signed by Chnstwn
Jacobson, Chairman of the Committee, was read and filed.

Ordered That Commissions issue agreeable to the said
Return; likewise that the Field-Officers' Commissions issue,



1421 NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, APRIL, 1776. 1422

a.greeable to the Return received and read March 27th
ultimo.

A Letter from Henry Wisner, Esq., dated Goshen, 28th
]}larch, 1776, was read and filed.

"
GO$ben, March 28, 1776.

"
DEAR SIR: Some days ago my son received a letter

&om you, desiring him to inform you what quantity of pow-
der we bad then made, what quantity we could 111akeper
week, and what quantity of materials we had by us. But
as we had at that time but just begun, he could only have
given a partial answer; and, therefore, omitted giving an
answer till we had made further trial, and to which I now
bave to inform you that we had made before the 12th of
this instant, only two hundred weight; the first week after
that time we made eight hundred weight; the second week
we made eleven hundred weight; and I believe this week
we shall make out twelve hundred; so that I believe by
Saturday night we shall have some better than three thou-
sa.nd weight. We have tried the quality of it by shooting
wIth a gun. Several of our gunners have tried it, and all
say it is of the best quality. As to materials, we have
saltpetre enough to work about two weeks only; we have
had a promise of ten tons, to be sent from Philadelphia,
which was sent as far as Bordentown several months ago,
and was to have been sent forward to our works. I wrote
twice to the Con~ress about it, though the last letter they
cannot have receIved. I hope they will soon send it. As
!O .sulphur, I ca~not say wh~t quantity we have; part of
it IS at New- Wzndsor. I wIsh more of it might be had'
believe we have not got much. '

" ~
have made. applic~tio~ to the Committee of QUI'County

for liberty to bUIld a Mill IIIoUr Coupty, on the encourage-
ment given by your honourable Board. I believe I shall
succeed; if so, I make no doubt but will build One to
make a ton a week, and more if necessary. I shall be glad

o~ your assistance in procuring materials. I wish you would
direct what we shall do with the powder as fast as it is fit
for being sent off.

"
As powder is an article that will take a considerable time

to dry, especially at this time or year, so that we shall have
in the drying-house at least two thousand weio-ht all the
time, in that case, query, whether there will n~t be dan-
ger of some Tory setting fire to it in the night, by firing the
hOllse? If so, query, whether it would not be right to keep
a guard? As the powder all belongs to the publick,
query, whether the expense oucrht not to be borne by the
public~? I should be glad ota~ answer by the first op-
portumty.

"
I am, with the greatest regard and esteem, your assured

friend and humble servant, H W
"

ENRY ISKER.

"
To the President of the Provincial Congress, or Chairman
of the Committee of Safety at New- York.

'.' P. s. If you should think proper to order a guard, I
believe foUl: men waul? be sufficient for the purpose. I
bope you wIll excuse tIllS scrawl; I should have copied, but
have only three half-sheets more of paper, and do not know
where to get the next."

A draft of an Answer to the Letter of H-em'y Wisner
Esquire, was read and approved. '

Ordered, The same be engrossed, and transmitted.

In Committee of Safety, Kew-Y ork, April 1, 1716.

SIR: YOUI'Sof 28th ultimo, in answer to a letter wrote
to your son by the Provincial Concrress is come to hand
It gives t~JCCommittee of Safety grea; pleasure that yo~
have so fall' a prospect of manu(a~turing the artiele of gun-
powder, and doubt not but you will meet with every encou-
ragement which, with the approbation of your country must
be very pleasing. '

We think that, as fast as your powder is.cu:ed, it be put
up properly and conveyed to Fort Constttutwn, where it
will be safe, you taking a receipt from the Co~missioners
at that fort for the different parcels you deliver them, In
answer to that part of your letter relatincrto a cruard if it be
necessary, your application must be made to the C~mman-
del' of the Contin.ental forces for that purpose, as you ob-
serve the powder ISthe property of the Continent.

Weare, &c. By order.
Henry Wisner, Esq.

The Committee of Safety being informed that Commis-
saries are appointed for all the Continental Troops ordcred
to this City, who are. fully supplied with, and have provided
large quantities of Provisions, and that Mr. Abraham Liv-
ingston, the Contractor, has also laid up considerable quan-
tities of Provisions, are of opinion that a large magazine ill
Westchester will not be absolutely necessary,

'Therefore, Ordered, That Colonel Gilbert Drake, and
the other Members of Westchester County, do not purchase
any more Provisions until further order; and that they
return with all convenient speed to this Committee an ac-
count of all the Provisions they have purchased, and ill
what stores they are placed.

A Letter from Brigadier-Generailleath was received and
read.

. He therein mentions that a Sloop is arrived from Albany,
wIth a number of women and children and baao-acre taken, 00 0 ,
at St. John s, and sent here by General &huyler, in their
way to New-Brunswick; that the Captain was fearful of .
~oi.ng to Brun~wic?c lest his vessel might be detained by the
Shlps-of-War m his return; and he requests the Committee
tar take the mana.gement of obtaining a pass from Captain
Va:ndeput for the Sloop to go to Brunswick and return,
whIch, he doubts not, win be readily granted, as it will 00-
tain every convenience for the Prisone.rs.

Ordered, That a Member wait on the General and inform
him that there are Boats here fi'om Brunswick who will
readily rec~ive the Prisoners and Baggage, and ~arry them
to Brunswu:k; and that he request the General to order the
Prisoners and Baggage to be sent by those Boats.

Die Lunre, 4to ho. P. M., April 1, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

. Present: William Paulding, Esq., Chairman pro tem.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-MI'. Sands, :Major Stoutenburgh.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-1\1r. Cuyper.
FOR DUTCHEss.-1\1r. Everson.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR RICInIOND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FQR TRyoN.-Mr. lJ'loore.

Abner Briggs attending, produced a Certificate which
being read, is in the words following, to wit: '

,

"Barnstable, March 5, 1776.

'~These may .certify that the Sloop Defiance, Abner
Brzggs Master, ]S bound to New- York or Connecticut, in
order to purchase fifty barrels of Pork, fifty barrels of Beef
thirty firkins of Hog's Lard, ten firkins of Butter, five hundred
bushels of Corn or Rye, fifty bushels of Beans, four hundred
weight of Cheese; an which is wanted for the internal con-
sumption of the inhabitants of Nantucket; and the said
Briggs is permitted to import said articles for the internal
use of tbe inhabitants of said Island.

"DANIE

.

L D

.

AVIS,

~

Justices of the Peace
"RICHARD BAXTER, .for the County of
"DANIEL TAYLOR, Barnstable."

Thereupon, Ordered, That Abner Brig,O'sbe permitted
to purchase the articles mentioned in the wi~hin Certificate ,
and export the same to Barnstable, for the purpose men-
tioned in the said Certificate.

Simeon Deane attended with a copy of an Agreement,*
dated the 11th January Iast, between Samuel TYard Ben-

jamin; Franklin, and oihers, a Committee of Secrecy' of the
Contmental Congress, and Silas Deane and Barnabas
Deane, of the Colony of Connecticut. autborizincr them to
I

. ''''SIIp the produce of the United Colonies to proper Ports in
th~ foreign JlVest-Indies, and in Europe, to the amount of
thirty thousand Donars, with an appointment thereon, dated
the 2~st January; to Sim~on Deane, to carry the said Con-
tract mto executIon. Stmeon Deane informed the Com-
mittee that he has had. sep~rate permits from Mr. Ray, and
other gentlemen of tlllS City, as a sub-Committee of the
General Committee of the City; but that the whole exports,

. ~ermission is ~esircd for two hundred and thirty barrels of Flour, to
be,$hlpped from this port for Connecticut River, on board Sloop, John
RIley, Master, for account of the honourable Continental Congress per
ord~r o~ Silas and Barnabas Deane, as per agreement to be now sh~wn,
which IS not completed. .of this Simeon Deane can te$tify, and show his
power of attorne~' from sald Contracl. The above flo]lf consigned to Bar.
nabas Deane. 81)[11111'(DE.tNE.

Jl/'ew- Yorlc, J1pril1, 1776.
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in consequence o~ the Agreement, do not much p,xceed
balf the sum permJtted to be exported; and rp,quested a fur-
ther permit for two hundred and thirty. barrels of Flour.

Ordered, That the General Committee of tbe City of
1'1ew- York, or the sub-Committee of Inspection and Ex-
portation, be at liberty to permit Simeon Deane, on account
of the said Contract, to export from New. York to Connec-
ticut, with design to be thence exported to some Foreign
Port, two hundred and thirty barrels of Flour, (on the usual
terms or bonds, on which he formerly exported,) in a Sloop
whereof John Reiley is Master.

Captain William Jackson, from -Ulster County, attending,
sent in a Memorandum, subscribed with his name, which
\Vas read and filed.* He therein mentions that he has in-
listed seventy-three men in the Continental service.

Ordered, That Captain Jackson inform the Genera] that
he has so many men ready for service.

Captain Abraham Riker made a Return of the names
and dates of in]istment of the men in his Company, whereby
it appears that he has inlisted only thirty-one men. The
Return is filed.

A draft of a Letter to tbe Chainnan of each County
Gommittee where any Troops are inlisting, was read and
approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

SIR: We earnestly request you to send us the names of
the officers recruiting in your County for the Continental
service; and that you cause returns to be made to us im-
mediately of the number of men already inlisted for each
Company. We further request you to direct tbe able-
bodied men that are or shall be raised at the time of your
receipt hereof, to be sent to the City of New- York, under
a proper officer or officers, according to their number; and
so, from time to time, till the Companies are full, except
such troops as are or shall be ordered to the Fortifications in
the Highlands.

We are, respectfully, sir, your humble servants.

Ordered, That a number of Copies be engrossed and
signed, and one sent to the Chairman of each Committee.

Die Martis, A. M.,April2, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: William Pauldina-, Esq., Chairman.

FOR NEW-YoRK.-Major StoutenbU1-gh, Mr. Cortlandt,
Mr. Sands, Mr. Denning, Mr. Beekman.

FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. :Moore.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.

The Honourable Hugh TVallace,Esq., being requested by
some of the inhabitants to go on board the Ships-of-War in
this Harbour, to use his influence with the Commanders
relative to their Vessels seized by the Ships-of-War,

Ordered, That the Honourable Hugh Wallace, Esquire,
be, and he is hereby, permitted to go on board his Majesty's
Ships-of-War in this Harbour.

Ordered, That the Port-Master be permitted to take
with him on board the Governour's Ship, for the use of the
said Ship, one box Candles; one Span, for a main yard;
two gallons Lamp Oil ; fifty-six pounds Rosin; two gallons
Paint Oil; three kegs Lampblack; one Cat-block; one
keg Sugar; two kegs Bread; one pair Slings; one small case
of Wine; one smaH box of Clothes; and one box Books,
for Mr. Barrow; six quarters of Beef, for the Phenix; eight
quarters Beef, and one Mutton, for the Asia; one quarter
Veal, and one of Pork for the Governour.

Whereas Barracks are necessary for the Troops now
arrived and daily arriving in this City, and cannot be ob-
tained without placing them in Houses much to the injury
of the inhabitants remaining in the City, as well as with
great detriment to the service; and whereas it appears to

. To the Honourable the Provincial Congress of N EW-YORK:
(hNTLEMEN : I make 1\return of the men that have inlisted in the Con-

tinental service for the defence of the Colony, whereof the amount is
seventy-three, which are inlisted by me. WILLIAM JACKSON.

.I1pril I, 1776.

IN COJ\("UTTE& or SAFETY, .I1prill, 1776.-Ordered That Captain
Jackson make the within Report to the commanding officer of this Post.

the Committee of Safety that the Hospital in this City is a
proper situation for Troops, and that a number of Troop."
must necessarily be posted there for the defence of the
works there, and of the City in general:

Therefore Ordered, That tbe Governours of the Hos-
pital be requested to give directions to have the Hospital
put in a proper state for the reception of Troops.

And, in case the said Governourshave not cash,
Ordered, That Mr. John Stagg repair the Hearths in

the Hospital, where wanted, at Continental expense, and
make them fit for the reception of Continental Troops, as
soon as the GovernO\.1fSof the Hospital shall have given
directions on the subject.

Whereas the present Guard of the First Regiment of the
City of New- York, where the Records of the Colony are
deposited, bas, by experience, been found a very expensive
Colony charge; and although the Committee are of opi-
nion that the Guards hitherto employed in that service hare
great merit, and are worthy of the highest confidence; yet
they conceive themselves bound in duty to the good people
of this Colony to prevent every expeI\se that can be saved:
And whereas the Committee are fully informed that Captain
Alexander Hamilton's Company of Artillery, raised for this
Colony, now consists of so many men as that they may
safely and easily perform that duty:

Therefore Ordered, That Captain Hamilton be directed
to place, and keep a proper Guard of his Company at the
Records, until further order; and that one of the Secretaries
deliver a copy of this order to Colonel Lasher.

Whereas some proper place is wanted and absolutely ne-
cessary to be procured wherein to place Gunpowder, as it
is thought imprudent and unsafe to keep all the Powder that
is, or may be in the City, in anyone place, and it is sug-
gested to the Committee of Safety that the upper part. of
Mr. Henry Cuyler's Sugar-House will be a proper place for
that purpose,

Therefore Ordered, That whoever has the present care
and direction of the said Sugar-House be directed to place
the utensils and materials therein in such proper or conve-
nient places in the said Sugar-House, as may allow the
upper part thereof to be used as a Magazine; that Colonel
]UcDougall be authorized, and is hereby authorized, to see
this order carried into execution; and thereupon the upper
part of the said building be used as a Magazine for such
purposes as the Commander-in-Chief of the Continental
Troops for the time being shall at any time direct.

A draft of a Letter to the Provincial Congress of New-
Jersey, requesting them to recommend sending speedy sup-
plies to this market, was read and approved of, and is in the
words following, to wit:

SIR: As the ships-of-war in our harbour are daily com-
mitting acts of J)iracy and depredation on the vessels and
property of tIle mhabitants of the United Colonies, we ap-
prehend orders will soon issue for stopping all further sup-
plies to them. As such aR event will also stop the intercourse
by water between your Colony and us, we think it advisable
that you immediately recommend to all persons supplying
this Colony with any kind of necessaries, to be as speedy as
possible in sending their articles to this market, especially
hay and fuel, as a great number of horses are daily expected
from the eastward.

Weare, sir, your very humble servants.
By order.

To Samuel Tucker, Esquire, President of the Provincial
Congress, New-Jersey.
Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed and signed

by the Chairman, and transmitted.

Die Martis, 4to ho. P. M.,April 2, 1776.
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Mr. William Paulding, Chairman.
FOR N EW-Y oRK.-Mr. Sands, Captain Denning, Colone!

McDougall, Major Stoutenburgh, 1\Ir. John Fan Cort-
landt.

FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR DuTcHEss ,.Mr; lJverson.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Lawrence.
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FOR TRyoN,--.:.Mr. JUoore.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-:Mr. Paulding.

A Letter fi'om Bri<Tadier-General Heath
tiled, and is in the wo~ds following, to wit:

"
City of New-York, April 2, 1776,

"Sm: I have an immediate call for two thousand four
hundred musket cartridges. If you have them I shall take
it as a favour if you will deliver that number to Major De
flart, the bearer hereof. Die Mercurii,A. M" April 3, 1776.

"
I am, sir, with respect, your most humble servant, The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

"W. HEATH. Present: William Paulding, Esquire, Chairman.

"To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety, New- York." FOR NEw- Y oRK.-Colonel Brasher, ]VIr. Van Zondt, Mr.

An Order was thereon made in haocverba:
Sands, Major Stoutenbnrgh, Colonel Lott, Captain Den-
mng.

itlr. RICHARD NORWOOD: FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell, M.r. Strong.
SIR: Ddiver, on receipt hereof, to Major De Hart, two FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cu!JJ1er.

thousand four hundred musket cartridges, on Continental FOR RICHMoKD.-Mr. Lawrence.
account, to be replaced, and take his receipt for the same. FOR DUTCHEss.-l\Ir. Everson.

Captain William Jackson attended the Committee yes- FOR W ESTCHES1ER.-Mr. Paulding.

terday, and informed that he had se\Tenty-three men in listed, FOR TRyoN.-Mr. .Moore.

and ready lor service, and requested directions where to A Letter £1'om General Heath was received and read.
proceed with his Company. He thereby requests three or four Guides for particular pur-

Ordered, That Captain Jackson repair to Fort Constitu- poses. A Member was sent to procure them, and hike
tion with his Company, and there pnt himself under the them to the General.
din~ction of Colonel Nicoll, the commanding ofl/cer there. Ordered, That Mr. Sands and Mr. Strong be a Com-

It was suggested (0 the Committee that it would greatly mittee to wait on General Heatlt, with a copy of thc Letter
encourage the inlistment of Troops in the Regiment raising from William Smith, Chairman of the Committee of SuJfol7c
in this City, if those already inlisted could be uniformed County, dated JYlarch 27, 1776, to confer with General
with Frocks, and that it would be necessary to direct Mr. Heath on the subject of the said Letter, and report to this
Gurtenius not to deliver out any Frocks urnil the further Committee with all convenient speed.
order of this Committee. Ordered, That 1\fr. John Murray be permitted to go on

Ordered, That Colonel Curteniu.s do not deliver out any board the Ship Dutchess of Gordon with tbe Port-Mas-
Frocks for the Troops raising in this CoJony until the filr- ter, and to retnrn, he having been duly sworn that he will
ther order of tbis Committee, the order of the 31st ultimo not convey any intellig(mce relative to the Fortifications
to the contrary notwithstanding. erecting for the defence of this City and Colony.

Colonel Lott and Colonel Brasher came into the Com- The Committee being infOlmed by Mr. Lawrence, one of
mittee. the members of this Committee £1'omRichmond County,

The Committee of Safety wete informed by sundry of the that the County is already supplied with fourteen good
Members that there is a considerable quantity of Bar Iron in Flatts, or Scows, which are fully sufficient for the rcmo\'al
this City. Mr. Cuyper also informed that IOl'ty tons might of the Stock of that Island, and that any more Scows will
be brought from 11averstraw; and it was suggested, that, be an unnecessary expense at present,
bv .allowincr a free exportation thereof, the manufaeturers of Therefore Ordered, That the building of the two Scows,
It(m will b~ induced to bring Iron to market. or Flatts, which Mr. Banckfr wag empowcred to have

Therefore Ordered, That the General Committee of~he made, be delayed for the present, and that neither of them
City of New- York, or their sub-Committee of Inspection, be built until further order of the Provincial Congress, or of
be at liberty to give permissions for the exportation of Bar this Committee.
Iron at any time when they may think proper. The Committee were informed the Brigantine Elizabeth,

The Letter £1'om Colonel Isaac Nicoll, received yester- John Palmer, Master, is ready to sail, and that a Certificate
day, which is an exact copy of his Letter formerly received, is requested as protection for her in case she should meet
dated the 15th of JYlarch, was read and filed, requesting with nny of the Colony cruisers.
supplies. Thereupon a Certificate was given in the words following,

Thereupon Ordered, That Mr. John Berrien imme- to wit:
diately purchase on Continental account, and forward to It is hereby certified that the Brigantine Elizabeth, Cap-
Colonel Isaac Nicoll, at the most northwardly Fortification tain John Palmer, Master, is laded on Continental account,
in the Highlands, as Barrack necessaries, for the use of the at the Port of New- York, by permission and dircction of
Troops at the Garrison tbere, Wooden Bowls, Wooden the Continental Congress. The said brigantine and master
Spoons, Iron Pots, and other necessary Barrack Furniture, are hereby recommended to the favo~r, aid, and protection,
for three complete full Companies of Minute-men, or Conti- of all friends to American lib~:rty; and an friends to these
nental Troops there. Colonies are requested to protect her on her voyage, or in

A draft of an Answer to the Letter of Colonel Nicoll was port.
read, and approved of, and is in the words following, to A Return, 1)1ade by Captain John Dm;is, of Suffolk
wit: W'
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/ 2 1776 County, ~f the number of men inlisted in his Company,n omnu ec 0 ale y, ew- or, pn,.
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was rea an 11e. . e t erem says e as m Istcu about
_SIR: "e acknowledge the receipt ?f your letter of the seventy men and expects that he will soon com lete the

};Jth of itlarch. In answer thereto we mform you tInt Mr. hi'
P

Abraham Livingston has contracted to supply aU the troops
woe.

. . .'
, .

at the posts in the Ilighl~nds with the rations allO\vcd by .A Re!urn? bY,Benjamzn Marvm, FIrst Lieutenant of Cap-
Congress, and fuel and straw. A sloop with necessaries is tam .Gr~tfin s Company, was read and filed. He ,lh~rcm

gone up the river for the purpose, with a Commissary on mentions that the Officers of that Company have mhsted

board; and we hope your troops will be rendered as com- seventy-five men.

fortable as their situation will admit. We have directed Mr. The Committee of Safety, considering the defenceless
Berrien to send YOll,by the first conveyance, barrack neces- state of this Colony, think it necessary to lurnish the Coun-
sarles for three full companies. The account of ammuni- ties of Albany and Tryon with such quantities of Ammuni-
tion delivered to Captain Raymond is by us delivered to the tion {IScan be spared for that purpose:
auditors at the- pay-table, and will be settled wiTh him. Therefore Resolved and Ordered, That 1\1r. Richard

The publick arms in the garrison have always been in- J'\Torwoodde1i\'er to John ~Moore,Esquire, two thousand five
tended to be preserved and kept in order, but not be de1i- hundred weight of Gunpowder, for the Counties of Albany
vered out for any use unless in case of some attack or il1'Va- and Tryon, in the following proportions, to wit: Five hUIl-

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. v. 90

was read, and

sion. In such case they are to be put into the hands of any
troops there who are destitute of anTIs.

,'" e are, respectftilIy, sir, your humble servants.
P. S. Pleas8, sir, to send down by some convenient op-

portunity to the Committee, a particular account of the
articJes charged for a Court-Martial, expresses, &c., with
proper vouchers.
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dred pounds for tke County of Tryon, and two thousand
pounds of Gunpowder for the City and County of 4lbany.
That the respective Counties above-mentioned be char[Ted
with the respective quantities of Gunpowder above-menti~n-
ed. That the said Gunpowder be disposed of by the re-

'spective County Committees of the said Counties, in the
,most advantageous manner for the defence of the inhabi-
'tants; and that the Committees of the said Counties respec-

.:tively give such particular directions for the prcservation of
the ~aid Gunpowder, that it may not be wasted or expended
,but 111the defence of the country, lest those Counties may
,be distressed before any other possible supply can be afford-
ed them.

And Ordered, That the Committee of the City and
County of Albany be informed that, by reason of some late
losses and misfortunes, they are not to expect any further
supp]y of Gunpowder for several months at the soonest.

Die Mercurii, 4to bo. P. M., April 3, 1776.

The CommittEie met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: William Paulding, Esq., Chairman pro tem.
FOR N EW-Y ORK.-Colone1 lJIcDougall, Co]onel Brasher,

Mr. Sands, Major Stolttcnburgh, Colonel Lott, Mr. Den-
nmg.

FOR SUFOLK.-:\'Ir. Tredwell, Mr. Strong.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper..
FOR RICHMoND.-l\Ir. Lawrence.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR TRYON-Mr. lUoore.

~Ir. John fl'Iurray, attending with a Letter fi'om General
I-Ieath to this Committee, wherein he informs the Commit-
tee that Mr. Murray had applied to him for his approbation
of the permit granted to Mr. Murray this morning to go on
board the Governour's Ship; that, by the said permit, it ,ap-
pears that Mr. ltlurray is restricted only relative to the For-
tifications, and that he (the General) cannot, consistent with
his duty, consent to his going on board unless under greater
restrictions:

Thereupon a permission was given to 1\11'.lHllrray, in the
words following, to wit:

"John Murray, of this City, Merchant, attending, request-
ed pernlission to go on board the Ship Dutchess o.f Gordon,
wherein Governour Tryon resides, with the Port-Master, and
to return; thereupon the said John 'Murray was solemnly
sworn on the Holy Evange]ists of Almighty God, that he
will not communicate any information or intelligence what-
ever to any person or persons on board any of the Ships-of-
vVar, the Ship Dutchess of Gordon, the Packet, or any other
vessel in this Colony, under the care or direction of, or in con-
nection with any person on board either of the vessels above-
mentioned, relative to the Fortifications erecting for the de-
fence of this City and Co]ony, nor carryon board, or deliver
to any person belonging to any of the said ships or vessels,
any papers or writings relative theft'to; and that he win not
communicate any inte]]igence, of any kin:d, or enter into any
conversation on any subject whatever, with any person on
board of either of the said vessels, but what relates to his
own private business."

Ordered, That the said John Murray be, and he is here-
by, permitted to go on board the Ship Dutchess of Gordnn,
with the Port-Master, and to return.

lUichael Conner, of the City of Philadelphia, Merchant,
agent for the Owners of the Brigantine .Mary, bound from
St. Chri$topher's to Cork, in Ireland, laden with rum, lately
seized and now detained by Captain Parker, of his Majes-
ty's Ship Phenix, app1ied to the Committee for a permission
to go on board of the said Ship Phenix, to demand the said
Brigantine and Cargo; thereupon the said ltlichacl Conner
was duly and solemnly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of
Almighty God, that he wiIJ not communicate any informa-
tion or intelligence whatever, to any person or persons on
board of any of the Ships-of- War, the Ship Dutche$s of Gor-
don, the Packet, or any other vessels in this Colony, re-

Jative to the Fortifications erecting for the defence of this
City and Colony, nor carryon board, or deliver to any per-
son belonging to any of said ships or vessels, any papers or
writings relative thereto; and that he win not communicate

,any intelligence, of any kind, or enter into any conversation

on any subject whatever with any person on board of either
of said vessels, but what relates to his own private busi-
ness.

Ordered, That the said .Michael Cunner be permitted,
. and he is hpreby permitt<:d, to go on board of the Ship Phe-
nix, with the Port-Master, and tn return.

Mr. Sands, fi'om the Committee appointed to wait on
General Heath, and confer with him on the subject-matter
of the Letter from the Committee of Suffolk County, dated
ltlarch 27th, 1776, reported: That General Heath desired
them to inform the Committee of Safety, that if the Com-
mittee of Safety thought it necessary that the three Compa-
nies raised in Suffolk Connty for the defence of this Colony,
in Continental service, should be stationed at the east end
of .Nassau-Island, he would give the necessary orders; but
requested that this Committee would take this matter into
consideration, and give him the opinion of the Committee
in writing, hO\v and in what manner it wj]] be most proper
to dispose of the said troops to prevent depredations by the
Ministerial. Navy and Army.

The Committee, taking into consideration the defenceless
state of the easternmost part of SujJolk County, are of opi-
nion, that ~he three Companies raised in Slftfollc CO\ltlty
for the defence of this Colony, in Continental service, should
be continued in that County until further order; that Bri-
gadier-General Woodhull should be requested, by his orders
to Captain Grij/in, to station the said three Companies in
such numbers, and at such places, as he shall think best, to
prevent the landing of any Ministerial Troops, or depreda-
tions being committed by them in any part of the said
County; that those Troops be so stationed on condition that
the County Committee and inhabitants of Suffolk County
furnish them with all necessaries whatever, while so station-
ed in the County, at the allowance of ten and a half pence
per man per day, exclusive of such quantities of wood as is

,allowed by Congress, without any other additional expense,
charge, or allowance whatever.

His Worship the Mayor of the City of New- YOTk, at-
tending, and having given his word of honour, in terms
similar to the Oath administered to Messrs. ltlurray and
Conner,

Ordered, That he be permitted to go on board the Ships-
of-War and the Governour's Ship, with the Port-Master, and
to return.

tolonc1 ~McDougall informed the Committee of Safety
that Cartridges are preparing for the Continental Magazine,
but are not yet made; tbat he stands in need of a number
of Cartridges for his Regiment; and requests the loan of a
number of Cartridges out of the Provincial Store, which he
engages to replace.

Ordered, That Mr. Richard Norwood deliver to Colo-
ne! ~McDoligall, for the use of his Regiment, such number
of Cartridges as he may want for the use of his Regiment,
and take his receipt for the same.

Two Letters, one from Azor Betts, the other from John
Blacklcr, received by post, and requesting their discharges,
were read and filed. Thereupon, the following entry, for
their discharge, was made, in the words following:

The Letter of Azor Betts, dated the 21st ultimo, request-
ing his discharge, was received, and read. His Petition to
the Provincial Con/,JTess,dated the 20th day of February last,
with the Certificate of fVilliam Elsworth, Esq., Chairman of
the Committee of Kingston, endorsed thereon, was also again
read. The Letter of John Blaclcler was also read.

-'Ordered, That the said Azor Betts and John Blackler
be respectively discharged from their confinement, on their
respectively subscribing the Gener~iJ Association, acknow-
ledging their penitence for theit: past conduct, and making
oath respectively that they will not bear arms against the
inhabitants of the American Colonies, or do any other act
inimical to the liberties of the United Colonies, or contrary
to the reso]utions of Congress, during the presfmt contro-
versy between Great Britain and the .;1merican Colonies,
and paying their expenses while in confinement, if they
have any means wherewith to pay the same. Or, instead
of such oath, on their respectively giving bond, with two
good and sufficient sureties for each, in the penalty of two
hundred Pounds, with condition thereto for their future good
behaviour, in the terms above-mentioned for their oath.
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Die Jovis, 9 bo. A. M., April 4,1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Willidrn Paulding, Esq., ,Chairman pro t(;rn.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Colonel 11;JcDougall, Mr. Simds, Mr.

Prince, Mr. Van Cortlandt, Mr. Van Zandt, Captain
Rutgers, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Roosevelt.

FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell, Mr. Strong.
FOR KrNG's.-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Covenhoven.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR RrcmIOND.-Mr. Lawrence.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-l\Ir. Paulding.
FOR TRyoN.-Mr. 1I:loore.

.

Colonel ltlijJlin, Quartermaster-General, came into the
Committee, and informed the. Committee that in the course of
eight or ten days at farthest, Troops wi]] arrive in this City,
which, with those already hcre, will amount to twelve thou-
sand men. He requested that proper Houses may be im-
mediately provided for the reception of those Troops. Co-
loneI1l:1iffl!:n further requested, that Houses, in an airy part
of the City, may be immediately prepared for a General
Hospital, capable of containing eight hundred sick, and with-
in a mile of the City, and Houses in a proper situation, and
about the same distance, to contain four hundred convales-
cents; that a suitable House or Houses in the City will be
necessary for General WasMngton; that proper Stables will
speedily be wanted for one hundred horses, and Sheds or
proper places wherein to put wagons. That it will be ne-
cessary to fix on a House fit for a Guard-House for a Provost-
Guard, and four other separate Houses for Main Guards; that
to prevent inebriety and neglect of duty amOllg the soldiery,
it will be absolutely necessary to limit the number of Inn-
keepers, Dram-shops, and Retailers of strong liquors in th!s
City and its environs, and that the names of the persons li-
censed to retail, and a description of their respective places
of residence in the City, be de]ivered to him, to the end that
none others except one Sutler to each Regiment may be per-
mitted.

ColonelltlijJlin further mentioned, that, by inquiry, he has
found that the Continental Troops, by the po]ice of this
City, must pass at the common ferries, or pay the ferriage
if they are transported across either of the rivers by any
other means; that however useful this regulation may be in
time of peace, he conceives that, in the present situation of
affairs, the expense will be enormous to the Continental
Army, as it must frequently, if not daily happen, that .great
numbers of Troops must be transported between the City of
New- York and Nassau-island, and between the said City
and Jersey Shore.

Colonel .MiJIlin, on being asked what means he could
propose to remedy ferriages, answered and proposed that he
could purchase boats, or have them built for the transport~-
tion of Troops, and that the Army could ferry themselves, If
that mode was agreeable to the Committee.

Colonel Mifflin further informed the Committee, that the
necessary expenditure of wood, which would be made by
the Continental Troops, might increase the price to the detri-
ment of the inhabitants, as well as of the Army, unless some
method could be fallen on to prevent the same; that he
should want not less than forty or fifty cords of wood per
day, and was desirous that the Committee should fix the
price which they would advise him to offer for woou.

Colonel M~fIlin further mentioned that! by experience,. he
had found in other places that forestallmg and engrossmg
had been very detrimental to the Continental Troops; and
that, in some instances, it had been found very necessary to
prevent the same by military force or directioTls; and that
he requested the advice of the Committee what might be
proper on this head.
.

The Committee took the matters aforesaid respectively
into consideration, and thereupon,

Ordered, That the General Committee of the City of New-
York be requested to convene without delay, and, by an
appointment of sub-Committees for the purpose, or by such
other methods as they shall think proper, to fix on so many
Houses for Barracks, for the reception of Troops, as will
contain, together with those now in the City, twelve thou-
sand men; that the said General Committee be informed
that the Provincial Congress, in the time of their last scs-.
sian, have procured the Dwelling-House, Barn, and Stable,

where John Fowler did lately dwell, on the hill beyond
£i-eshwater, for Hospitals; and that the said General Com-
mittee be rcquested to fix on other proper Hous~s for I!os-
pita!., so that the whole may be capable of contammg eIght
hundred men, and also proper Houses for four hundred con-
valescents; that they be also rcquested to fix on Stables to-
contain one hundred Horses belonging to the Army.

And Ordered, That the said General Committee bo-
further requested to appoint one or more sub.-Committees,.
to take the names of all Inn-keepers and Retarlers of strong
liquors in this City and its environs, with the description of
the streets'or places of their abode, (distinguishing those w~1O
are licensed from those who are not,) and to send such hst
of Inn-keepers and Retailers of strong liquors to this Com-
mittee, with a]] convenient speed.

Ordered, That Colonel Lott and Mr. Prince be a Com-
mittee to inquire for and designate proper Sheds for Wagons
in tbis City, and to report thereon.

The Committee of Safety then took into consideration
the areat expense that would arise should the Continental
Tro;ps, or any persons on their behalf, be subjected to the
payment of Ferriage, and are of opinion that any benefit of
that kind could not have been an object with or expected by
the tenants of the Ferries at the times they respectively took.
tbeir leases; that therefore it will be no injustice to the te-
nants of the Ferries tbat the Continental Troops should pass
and repass the rivers without any emolument to the tenants
or keepers of the Ferries.

Thereupon Ordered, That Colonelltlijflin be at liberty
to hire, purchase, build, or procure as many Ferry-Boats, or
craft of any kind, for the use of the Continental Army, as he
may think proper, and that the .Cont!nental Troops ,be at
liberty to pass and repas~ the fI;ers m such Boats Wlt!1O~1t
being subject to any Fernage or roll; and ColonelllIijflln
is requested to give such order that none but Continental
Troops, or those employed in some military business or de-
partment, may be permitted to pass in the Boats to be pro-
vided for the Army.

The Committee then took into consideration Colonel
MijJlin's proposal to fix the price of Fire-wood in this City;
and thereupon agreed tbat it ought not, for the present, to
be at any higber price than twenty-two Shillings per cord
for Oakwood, to be corded by the sworn Inspectors on
Carmen's carts in the usual manner; and that Colonel ]}Jij:
jlin may advertise that he will give that price for all tbe
Oakwood which he can purchase in this City before 1st
day of May next.

On tbe subject that there is danger of forestalJing an.d en-
grossing, which might en~a~ce the, markets, to the detnme!1t
of the Army, Colonelltlifflzn was mformed by the CommIt-
tee of Safety that tbe By-Laws of the Mayor, AldefInen
and Commonalty of this City, and the legal modes of pu-
nishing forestall~rs and engrossers, if duly put in exe~lItion,
will, it is hoped, be a proper check, and prevent any incon-
veniences of that kind; but that if these should prove in-
sufficient, some remedy may then be provided.

Colonel ltlijJlin was further informed that the General
hj~elf, or some of the military gentlemen, will be the most
proper persons to determine in what part or parts of the
town the Provost or Main Guards ought to be kept, and
which of the Houses in or m~ar these places that are
emptied and allotted fi.)rthe use of the Army, may be most
proper for, and with the least injury be, converted into
Guard-Houses.

The Committee being informed that it is scarce possible
to provide empty Houses or Barracks for the reception of
the Troops already arrived in this City; that many of them
are now so crowded in small rooms that it is not only in-
convenient but dangerous to the healtb of the Troops; that
there is no probability of procuring Barracks, or empty
Houses for the Troops speedi]y expected, as the Officer,
'whose proper department it is, has requested of this Com-
mittee a provision of that kind for twelve thousand men
within eight days; the Committee were further informed
that there are at prescnt very few, if any, students in tbe
ColIeO'e in this City; that it is a strong edifice, and finished
in suc"'hmanner as to be very little injured by the reception
of Troops.

Therefore Ordered, That the Governours of the College
in this City be requested to remove the College Library, and
every other-matter in that building which might reccive inju-

It
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ry, and secure the same in such manner as they may think
proper, and to have the edifice left only in a proper state for
the reception of Troops, within six uays from this day, or as
much sooner as will be convenient for the Governours of the
said College.

The Committee, at the request of a Member, resumed
the consideration of having the three Companies of Conti-
nental Troops, raised in ."~ujJolk County, stationed there for

. the present; and thpreupon
Resolved, That General Woodhull be requested to see

that the three Companies of Continental Troop:;, raised or
raising in Sulfolk County, be mustered by some proper per-
son or persons by him to be appointed, and that regular
Muster-Rolls be returned to this Committee with all conve-
nient speed.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that
the Troops above-mentioned, while OIl their march to the
respective stations to which they shall be ordered, will be
entitled to the allowance of Continental Troops while on
their march to join their Regiments, the Resolution of this
Committee yesterday notwithstanding.

The Committee of Safety, conceiving that the number of
Continental Troops soon expected in this City, with those
now here, will be sufficient to carry OIl the military works
erecting for the defence of this Colony, and for every other
necessary purpose, (except in cases of invasion,) and that
therefore it will tend to the publick benefit that the yeo-
manry of the Colony be permitted to remain at home at this
season of the year, for the cultivation of their farms:

Therefore Ordered, That Colonel Gilbert Cooper be, and
he is hereby, directed to stop the marching of tlw llaverstraw
:Minute Company, lately ordered to be recruited, till further
order, [IStheir services are not required in this City for the
present.

A Letter was receivE'd from Colonel Josiah j~mith, of the
:Minute Regiment in Suffolk County, dated the 28th of
.March, and read, and filed. He thereby informs that the
gentleman formerly appointed Adjutant of the Minute Re-
giment is unwilling to act in that department, and recom-
mends Mr. Ephraim Marvin in his place, and prays that
his Comrni~sion may be made out, and sent up by the first
opportunity.

Ordered, Th[lt a
Ephraim ftlarvin, as
Suffolk.

A Certificate of an. election for Offierrs of a Minute Com-
pany in Brooklyn Township, dated March 2ith, 1776,
signed by Nathaniel Roe and Samuel Thompson, Commit-
tee-men; whereby it appears that Selah Strong was chosen
Captain, William Clerk, First Lieutenant. Caleb Brewster,
Second Lieutenant, Nathaniel Brewster, Ensign, of the said
Company.

Ordered, That Commissions issue to the said gentlemen
without delay.

The Rev. Dr. Samuel Auchmuty informed the Commit-
tee of his uesire to go into New-Jersey, to visit his family,
and requested a permission for that purpose.

Ordered, That the Rev. Dr. Samuel Auchmuty be, and
he is hereby, permitted to go into New-Jersey and to return ;
and it is earnestly recommended to all the friends of Ameri-
can liberty to permit him to pass unmolested.

Ordered; That the Port-l\Iaster be, and he is hereby,
permitted to take with him on board the Asia and Pheni:r,
Ships-of-War, the Governour's Ship, and the Packet, the
following articles, viz: 1300 pounds of Beef, for the Asia;
1000 pounds of Beef for thePhenix, with eighteen Shillings'
worth of Vegetables; :2 quarters of Reef, 1 dor-en Dishes, 2
dozen Plates, 1 dozrn Spoons, :2 Mugs, 2 barrels of Ale, for
the Packet; 1 tierce Peas,6 barrels Beer, :2 quarters Beef,
for the Governour's Ship.

The Committee adjourned till four o'clock, this afternoon.

Commission be made out for 1\'11'.
Adjutant of the Minute Regiment in

Die Jovis, P. M., April 4, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: 1Villiam Paulding, Esquire, Chairman.

FOR NEw-Y ORK.-Coionei McDougall, Colonel Lott, Ma-
jor Stoutenburgh.

FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. CU!lper.

FOR KING's.-l\fr. Vanderbilt.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR 'VESTCHESTER.--Mr.Paulding.
. A sufficient number of Counties not being represented,
a(ljourned till to-morrow mornmg.

Die Veneris, A. M., April 5, 1776.

The Committee met pursual1t to adjournment.

Present: TVilliam Paulding, Esquire, Chairman.
FOR NEW-Y oRK.-Colonel McDougall, .Mr. Randall,

Colonel Lott, Captain Rutgers.
FOR SUFFOLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR OUANcE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR W ESTCHESTEIt.-:;Vlr.l\mldillg.

A Letter fi'om Genera] Putnam was receiveu and read,
and is in the words following, to wit:

"
New-York, April 5, 1776.

" GENTLEMEN: The Continental Congress, imagining th6
new levies in this Province to be in great forwardness, and
finding, on inquiry, that none of the fonr Regiments to be rais-
ed in it are properly regimented and completed, I must request
of you, as the s('rvice absolutely r('quires it, that you exert
yourselves to the utmost to accomplish this necessary ser-
vice; and that the troops already raised be ordered to the
city without dehy.

"
I am, gentlemen, with respect, yonI' humble servant,

"IsHAEI, PUTNA~1.

"To the Chairman of die Committee of Safety of the Pro-
vince of New- York."
A majority of Coun1ies not appearing, the Committee

adjourned ti\] four o'clock, this afternoon.

Four o'clock in th~ afternooI).

The same .Members met, and adjourned till to-morrow
morning, ten o'clock.

Saturday,1\.. M., April 6, 1776.

The same Members met, and it appearing that there would
not be a sufficient number of Counties represented un1i1
next Tu<~.~daymorning, the Members present adjourrned
till next Tuesday morning.

Die A. M., April 10, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: William Pa1l1dil~g, Esquire, Chairman.

FOR NEW-Y ORK.-Colonel McDougall, Mr. Randall, .Mr.
Imlay, Colonel I.ott, Captain Rutgers.

FOR SLJFFOLK.-~lr. Tredwell.
.

FOR ORANcE.-Mr. Cuypel".
FOR KINc's.-Mr. Le.ffcrtse.
FOR DCTCIIEss.-Mr. Everson; Colonel Morris Graham.
FOR WESTCIIESTER.-Mr. Paulding.

Only six Counties appearing, the Members present di-
rected the Senetary to \vrite to the Deputies of Richmond
County, and request their attendance to-morrow morning,
and then the Committee adjourned till to-morrow morning,
ten o'eloek.

A. M., April 11, 1776.
The following Members met, viz:

FOR NEw-YoRK.-Colonel J11cDougall, .Mr. Imlay, Colo-
nel Lott, Mr. Beekman.

FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORAN{>F;.-lVTr. Cuyper.
FOR DUTcIIEss.-Mr. Everson, Colonel ~Jorris Graham.

Dr. Treat was sent for, and attC'l1ded. He was requested
to take care of and attend a soldier who has got the small-pox.

Adjourned till this afternoon, four o'clock.

P. M., April 11, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: William Paulding, Esquire, Chairman.

FOR NEw-YoRK.-Colonel Lott, Mr. Sands, Mr. Imlay,
Colonel McDougall.

FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR DlJTcHEss.-Mr. Everson, Colonel Morris G1'alta1l1.
FOR OltANGE.-Mr. Cuypcr.
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FoIt KTNG's.-Mr. C()ve!lhf)ve~.
FOR .W€STCHEsTER.-i\Ir. Paulding.
FoIt RrCHMQND.-l\fr. Lawn:nce.

The Committee were informed that a man on board of
one of the Transports wbich brought General Sullivan's
Brigade of Troops from the eastward to this City, is taken
with the Small-Pox. That the danger of such disorder
spreading at this time, amongst the Troops quartered in and
near this City, makes it absolutely nccessary that some pro-
per place should be provided for the reception of the per-
son abQve-mcntioned, and of such persons as may be seiz-
ed with the Srnall-Pox in fut!1re. And it being suggested
tbat the IsJand, with the buiJdings thereon, commonly called
Little-Barn Island, belonging to Mr. Montres(Jr, is the most
suitable and safe pJace for that purpose:

Therefore Ordered, That Dr. Malachi Treat, and such
other person as he shall employ, or such otber person as thc
Cornmanding Officer of the Continental Troops at New-
York shall direct, to attend the sick sent to the said Island,
be, and they are hereby authorized and empowcred to set
apat"l, and make use of weh parts of the House and other
Buildings on the said Island, as he or they shall think most
proper, and best calculated for the reception of all such per-
sons as now are, or shall be seized with the Small-Pox;
and tbat Doctor Trcat take the man<lgement and direction
of s!1ch sick persons as may be placed on th;;tt Island, until
further order of the provincia] Congress or Committee of
Safety of this Colony, or of the Commanding Officer of the
Continental Forces at New-York, for the time being.

Mr. Covenhoven informed the Committee that Colonel
Iland, with his Regiment of Riflemen, were stationed at
New-Utrecht, in King's County, to guard the Shore and to
keep a look-out there, and thflt the service of the King's
COllllty Light-Horse employed in that service is now become
unnecessary:

Tberefore Ordered, Tbat Captain Waldron be, and he
is hereby, autborized and directed to discharge bis Company
of Ligbt-Horse from the selTice of keeping a look-out on the
Southern Coast in King's County, until the furtber order of
tbis Committee, or tbe Provincial Congress of this Colony.

J\fany persons attending daily for permission to export
Flour and Bar Iron to the neighbouring Colonies, and the
Committee being of opinion that this Colony is so well sup-
plied with those articles as to render tbe restraint lately
laid on their exportation unnecessary,

Therek}fe Ordered, That the General Committee of tbe
City of New- York, or their sub-Committee of InspC'ction,
be at liberty to permit the expOt'tation of Flour and Bar
Iron until further order, subject to the restrictions and regu-
lations of the Continental Congress.

Colonel McD(Jugall informed the Committee that he is
in want of cash to pay Captain Lerlyard's Company their
pay and inlisting money, aild requested five hundred Pounds
for that use. Colonel McDougall further requested that
some gentlemen should be appointed and directed to audit
the accounts of the publick money which he has received,
as he may speedily be sent from this City on duty.

Ordered, Th:;tt Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire, as
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad vance
to Colonel McDougall the sum of five hundred Pounds
on his receipt, on account, for the subsistence of his Reiriment,
in Continental service. "

And Ordered, That the gentlemen who constitute the
Committee of Accounts, or any three or more of th.em,
audit Colonel JUcDougall's Accounts of all the publick mo-
ney which he has received, and pass, or certify all such of
them as they shall find regular. .

The Committee of Safety were informed that his Majes-
ty's Council are summoned to meet on board of the Ship
Du,tchelis ofG(Jrdon, and it is supposed with design further
to prorogue the General Assembly of this CoJony :

Ordered, That the Members of his Majesty's Council of
this CoJony, and Samuel Bayardl Jun., 'Esquire, Deputy
Secretary, be, and they are hereby, permitted to go on board
the Ship Dutchess of Gordon, and return.

Ordered, That Mr. John Kclly be permitted, and he is
bereby permitted to go on board the Ship Dutchess 0IGol--
rlon; and return on the same day that his Majesty's Council
6h<lll first go on board.

Mr. .Nix!:n, the Port-Master, ddivered in an estimate of
Stores provided by twelw' genl1emen, who are going pas-
senffers in the Packet, and informed the Committee that he,
wo~ld not choose to go on board of the Packet with them
without a permit from this Committee.

Ordered, That the Port-Master be permitted, and is
hereby permitted to go on board of the Packet with the
said Stores.

A Letter from General Putnam, dated the 9th instant,
was read and filed, and is in the words following, to wit:

.

"HeaJ-Quarrcrs, l\'"cw-York, April 9, 1776,

"As the City Records are of the greatest conse<]uence,
and it being necessary that particul;;tr attention should be
paid for their preservation, the General desires the first City
battalion of Independents, commanded by Colonel Lasher,
will undertake this guard. Captain 11. G. Livingston's
company of Fusileers will relieve the company of Artillery
to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock. The General has no
doubt but they will receive the like consideration the Grena-
dier and Ligl;t Infantry companies did.

, "ISRAEL PUTNAM.

"To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety."
A Letter from Bilrnett JUiller, Chairman of the Com-

mittee of Easthampton,dated the 7tb instant, informing that
their Guard at 1Uontauk saw a number of Vessels about
sunset of the 6th, off Block-Island, and that at Iline o'clock
of the 7th, saw thirteen Vessels between Fisher's Island and
Gardner's Island, and could hear their signal-guns during
the day, the weather being too thick and foggy to discern
their size; was read and filed.

A Letter from Thomas 1Fickes, Chairman of Huntington
Committee, dated Apr.il the 8th, communicating intdligence
of a Fleel of thirty square-rigged vessels having been seen
in the Sound, was read and filed.

A Letter fi'OrllSamuel Bue!, dated at IIuntington, on the
10th instant; (he therein mentions that he left Easthamp-
ton on lt1onrla!fmorning, after nine o'clock; that no further
discoveries of the Fleet mentioned in the Committee's Jetter
of the 7th, except that a numberof sbipsmade a harbour
at Fisher's Island on Sunday evening; tbese, he supposes,
were what is callcd Wallace's Fleet; and that those seen
from the cast end at sca,on Sunday afternoon, were probably
from the "Vest-Indies or Boston, who by their firing were col-
lecting their scattered fleet:) was also read and filed.

A Letter fromColonelA. llawkes IJay, dated at .IIaver-
straw, on the 4th ins!., requesting that the)\Tinute-ml'll from
his Regiment choose their Officers, was read and filed.

A Letter from lVathan Fordham, Burnet ltliller, and
Thomas Youngs, a sub-Committee of Sag-Ilarbour, dated
the 3d instant, representing that they are much exposed to
the ravages of the Ministerial Army, and rcquesting warlike
stores for their defence, was read and filcd.

A Letter from Jel'emiah Clark, dated tbe 5th instant,
with a Certificate of Elihu Marvin annexed, recommending
Lieutenant William Roe for Captain, and David ]}Iande-
vill, Jun., as his First Lieutenant, in the four Battalions to
be raised, was read and filed.

A Lettcr from Colonel IsaacNicoll, dated at Fort Con-
st'itl1tion,on thc 2d instant, mentioning that of necessity he
had taken a hundred bushels of peas out of lIermanlls Cuy-
ler's sloop, for the use of the garrison, for which he had
given Captain ()uyler a receipt, and requesting that the
Commitlee of Safety will' order the same to be paid for,
was read and filed.

A Letter from rf'illiam McDermott, a Prisoner confined
in Jail, praying to be heard belare the Committee, was read
~dill~. .

A Letter fi'om John Vernon, also a Prisoner, complain-
ing of ill-health, and want of a suitable allowance in Prison,
and praying to be released, was read and filed.

A Letter from Colonel Isaac Nicoll was read, in the words
following, viz:

"
Fort C<:lnstitution, April 8, 1776.

"
SIR: IlJave done everything in my power to have my

regiment fillrd up, so as to make a return agreeab]e to a let-
ter from the Congress, dated ~"",-larch4, but find it not pos-
sible to fill them with good men, and sucb as are able to
furnish themselves with a111lS,&c., by reason of their pay
being lowered. -
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" Last Friday, I went to Goshen, in order to meet the
officers of the Minute-men and Militia, to know the state
of the regiment, (as I had sent orders, and written a num-
ber of letters, and all to no purpose,) and by that means
missed seeing the Prltssian General, Dr. Franklin, and the
gentlemen with them. The regiment is not half full, and
nor one of them has any arms; and arms are not to be had.
I am well persuaded that there can be but little dependance
put on the Minute-men, upon the plan that tlley are now
raised; for by the time a company is full, their four months
is up, which keeps the officers continually recmiting; and
the people seem determined against being drafted. En-
cl03ed you have the particulars of the expense of the Court-
Martial, and General Lee's orders for holding it.

"I have disch\lrged Captain Raymond's Company of
Minute-men, consisting only of thirty-one men, officers in-
cluded, as there was a great uneasiness among the men, and
Captain Jackson's Company of standing forces marches in
on Wednesday, which will fill the Barracks.

" I ba ve also enclosed a report of the Committee of llano-
~'er Precinct on John llandley, who is now a prisoner here,
and should be glad you would advise me what is to be done
with him.

"I am, with esteem, sir, your most humble servant,
"ISAAC NJCOLL.

"To William Paulding, Esq., Chairman of the Committee
of Safety, New- York."
General Lee's order to secure Ensign Goodgion,* dated

the 11th of February last, and enclosed in Colonel Nicoll's
Letter, was filed.

General Lee's Letter to Colonel Nicoll, t of the 25th of
Febmary last, that he had ordered General Clinton to call
a Court-Martial, and enclosed as above, was aJso filed.

An Account of the expenses of taking and. trying Wil-
liarn Goodgion, t an Ensign in Captain Peter llill's Com-
pany of Ulster County Minute-men, and certified by Colonel
.Nicoll, amounting to seven Pounds sixteen Shillings and
five Pence, was filed.

An Order from the Committee of Hanover Precinct,
signed William Cross, Chairman, for the commitment of
William H11nley, charged with having inlisted into the
King's service, was also filed.

A Letter from Walter Livingston, ESlh Deputy Com-
. HEAD-QUARTERS, NEW'YOqK, February 17, 1776.

SIR: General Lee received yours of thc 15th. He desires you would,
as soon as possible, secure Ensign GOOdgiOIl, and confine him under fixed
bayonets; and when ,you have done this, advise him immediately, and
he will order a Court-Martial for his trial.

Your most obedient servant. By order of the General,
WILLIAM P ALFBEY, .!lide-de- Camp.

To Colonel 18aac Nicoll, at FOI.t COll8titution.

tNEw-YORK, FebruaJ'Y 25,1776.
SIR: I received the favour of yours, and, in consequence of your re-

port, have ordered Gcneral Clinton to call a Court-Martial, of which he
is appointed President.

I am, sir, your most obedient servant,

To Colonel Nicoll.

CHARLES LEE.

t.!lccount of Expen8e8 accrued in taking and p,'08ecuting WILLIAM
GOODGION,En8ign in the Company of Jlflnute-men commanded by
Captain PKTER HILL, of ULSTER County, by order of General LEE,
being the expen8es of JAM~S LATT~', Lieutenant in the same Com-
pany, '{)iz :

February 20, 1776.-To expenses when out with a party of
six men, to take Ensign Goodgion, £0 18 1

To cxpenses when down at New- Yorl..., with an express to
General Lee 1 15 8

To horse-hire, and feeding the horse on the way and in
.}\1"'e1:V-I'"o1'k . ... . .. . . . .. . .. . . .. .. a, . "0'

. . I ... . . . . . . . 180

£4 1 9
On examining this account, I find ten shillings error in addition, which

will makc the whole of this account ten shillings lcss than given in be-
fore.

Expenses of t}.e Court-':Martia1, viz :

Major Howell, two days, at 33i dollars per month ......
Major Logan.. ..00 .Do ...
Lieutenant Eckel'. ..Do. at 18 dollars per mODth....
LieutenantPerk:in8. .Do .Do......................

£0 17 9i
o 17 91
097
097

£2 14 8!

£1 0 0
Cash paidBurdine, for going to .7V"eUl.York with the proceed-

ingBtoGenerall~ee"" .,.. ..., II II .....

£7 16 5£

I have examined the above account, and think it reasonable.
ISAAC NIcOLL.

MaI'ch 16,1776.

missary-General, dated at Albany, on the 3d instant, repel-
ling some misrepresentations respecting the forwarding of
clothing for the Green J}]ountainBoys, was read and filed.

The Committee of Safj~ty were also informed that Nicho-
las Bayard, Esq., at whose house the Records are lodged,
is very desirous that the Guard be changed for a Guard of
citizens.

Therefore Ordered, That Colonel Lasher be requested
to relieve the Guard now placed to guard the Records at
Mr. Bayard's, by a Guard from his Regiment.

A Letter from TYilliam Leary, Town-Major, dated yes-
terday, was read and filed. He thereby informs that the
time of his continuing in pay as Town-Major is expired,
and requested to know whether he was to be continued in
service. MI'. Leary caned on the Committee personalJy for
an answer, and was informed by the Committee that they
did not conceive themselves authorized to continue bim in
pay; and that it also appeared unnecessary, at present, to
require his services and continue his pay.

A Certificate from S. Badlam, Captain of Artillery, dated
the 8th instant, was read and filed. He thereby certifies
that he has examined Joseph O'ane a3 to his knowledge in
Gunnery, and, considering his merits and experience, thinks
him qualified for a Captain-Lieutenancy_

Therefore Ordered, That the said Joseph Crane, pursu-
ant to the order of the Provincial Congress of the 16th of
March last, be Captain-Lieutenant of the Continental Com..
pany of Artillery, whereof Sebastian Beauman, Esq., is Cap..
tain.

A Return of the Second Regiment of Militia, in the south
end of 1Jlster Connty, commanded by James McClaughry,
containing a state of the Arms, Accoutrements, Powder, and
Ball, was read and filed. It is thereby returned that the
Regiment has 585 Guns, 28 Bayonets, 495 Swords, 296
Cartouch-Boxes, 55 pounds of Gunpowder, and 191 pounds
of Lead.

A Letter from MI'. Adrian Bancker, and Return for Com..
missions for sundry Office~s of Militia in Richmond County,
therein named, was read and filed. The Commissions there--
in requested were issued.

10 ho. A. M., April 12, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: lVIr. William Paulding, Chairman.
FOR N EW-Y ORK.-Colollel Lott,-Mr. Randall, Mr. Imlay,

MI'. Sands, Colonel McDougall, Mr. Bee7cman, Mr. Vali
Zandt.

FOR SrFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR KJNG's.-Co!onel Covenhoven.
FOR DJ;TcHEss.-lVIr. Everson, Co]onel iJ'L Graham.
FOR W ESTcHEsTER.-lVIr. Paulding.
FOR RJcHMoND.-Mr. Lawrence.

Peter Dubois, who has attended some days on charges
exhibited against him by the Reverend Barnard Page,
Ethan Sickles, and others, together with the said witnesses
and others, attending, the Committee determined to proceed
thereon; and Mr. Dubois, and all the other persons attend-
ing thereon, were called in.

Ethan Sickles was first called up near the Chair, and
examined. Notes of his examination, taken and read to
him in presence of Mr. Dubm:s, are as fol]ow, viz:

Ethan Sickles, of the City of New- York, being personally
examined, says: That on last Thursday morning, he went
from Paul/1$-Hook, with Mr. Peter Dubois and Colonel
/:)mith, and another gentleman, in the stage, and proceeded
to Woodbridge; that while Colonel Smith was with them,
Mr. Dubois appeared a high Whig; that by the way, they
took in Colonel Zedwitz; that Mr. Dubois was continually
asking him questions, and, when he found any opportunity,
was finding fault, and, from Mr. Dubois's conversation, he
thought he was not a Whig. That he heard that Mr. PalJe
and lVIr. Dubois got in a warm argument at Philadelphw,
and differed in sentiment; that Mr. Dubois said General
Gage was a gentleman and a man of honour, and that Mr.
Dltbois acknowledged the dispute, and what the examinant
had heard on that subject, in the presence of the examinant.
That on the road homeward, Mr. Dubois frequently spoke
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against the American Forces, and wherever they stopped,
h~ was speaking to the people he met in that strain; that
he said the New-England Forces would deceive us, and
that we might depend upon it; that he (the examinant)
told 1\Tr. Dubois not to continue his discourse, and told him
he was not a fi'iend to his country. That it was mentioned
in the stage that the officers who are prisoners at Trenton
had run the Congress to one hundred and fifty Pounds ex-
pense in one week, and that it was paid; that he (the exa-
minant) spoke disrespectfully of them for having been, in
his opinion, so extravagant, for which Mr. Dubois, in return,
treated him with all names and abusive language; that his
conversation on the whole was intolerable. That he particu-
larly found fault with the oaths that have been administered
to people by the General-said it was no sin to break such
an oath, and fimnd great filUlt with the Congress on that
subject. That he spoke of some person near him who had
refused to bear arms, and had been tarred and feathered;
that he called the men who had done it a damned set of
rascals, and said he would have satisfaction of them at the
risk of his life.

neing asked how he understood Mr. Dubois when he said
the New-England men would deceive us, he answered, that
he understood him to mean a deceit by treachery.

TheodorltS De Forrest being examined, says: That Mr.
Dubois run down the American Troops very greatly, and
said they had no discipline or order among them-said the
lVew- England Officers had no order among them; that if
ever they came to an engagement, the New-England Troops
would deceive the other Colonies; that he understood Mr.
Dubois meant that they were not true to the cause; that
Mr. Dubois embraced the company of the regular officers
on every opportunity; that he spoke of an officer near where
he lived who had been tarred and feathered-said some of
the Committee were amongst those who tarred and feathered
the man, and that they were a parcel of rascals.

l\Ir. Dubois went Qn his defence: He asked Mr. S"ickles
whether he was present when he commended or spoke
hi"hly of General Gage; was answered, that he mentioned
it ~s what he had heard. Mr. Dubois says he only meant
that the New-Encrland Troops never had equal order or
discipline of the Pennsylvania Troops and others, and that
people would be deceived in their military character, if they
came to action; that as to the matter of affecting the com-
pany of the officers who are prisoners, he says that they
are his old friends and acquaintances, and that he was but a
few minutes with them. That the conversation about oaths
was general; that he had spoken against oaths administered
by compulsion, and had said many people did not conceive
themselves bound by such an oath. That as to the persons
tarred, he referred to one Goldsmith, who had been Captain
of a company; that on Mr. Jackson being elected Captain
according to the regulation of the Congress, Goldsmith re-
fused to bear arms in the Gompany, and refused that his son
should bear aOlls, for which he had been tarred and feathered,
and that he had execrated such conduct. Mr. Dubois says
that Captain JacksrJn and some of the Committee were at the
head of those young men who tarred the said Goldsmith.
That when Mr. Page charged him with being a Tor'y, he
had declared he was .not; that he was 'bred in Revolution
principles, and disapproved of the acts of Parliament for
laying taxes on America; that what he said of General
Gage was in answer to illiberal expressions of Mr. Page
against General Gage as a rascal and a coward; that \vhat
he said of the New-England Troops was speaking of them
in a comparative view with the PennsylMnia Troops; says
he has signed, and promoted the signing of the General As-
sociation of the Colony.

Bernard Page being examined, says: That on last Satur-
aay, or Sunday following, Mr. Dubois came into the room
where he (~he examinant) was; they fell into conversation
on publick matters; in substance Mr. D. gave General Gage
the highest character of reputation, honour, integrity, and
the like; that he (the examinant) replied, that he did not
look on his character in that light, but that he had sacri-
ficed his most honourable engagements and pledges, parti-

. cularly in the affair of the inhabitants of Boston, touching his
promise to permit them to leave the town on delivE;ring up

.

their anns ; that Mr. JJubois got into a passion, and declared
that General Gage never was impeached with R dishonour-
able act, and that he was a man of the strictest integrity

and impartiality, or other words to that effect; that he (the
examinant) answered, that his character was !Jot honoured;
that he was rather looked upon as a coward; that Howe and
Burgoyne, and the other officers, \vere esteemed as gentle-
men who would fight, but that he did not think General
Gage could support his character in that favourable light;
that Mr. Dubois told him he was a minister, but that no
other man would dare to say so; that Mr. Dubois with
warmth declared, "that the majesty of the people of Great
Britain would never be so insulted or imposed on by the
people here," (meaning the people of America, as the exa-
minant understood;) and then left the room. That during
their stay at a tavern, Mr. Dubois appeared to him to en-
deavour to know of every strange gentleman who came
there, on which side of the question they were, but did not
enter into any further conversation there with the exami-
nant. That on Monday, at Bristol, Mr. Dubois, as soon as
they stopped, seizer! an opportunity to speak privately with
the prisoners there; that he saw Mr. Dubois conversing with.
tbem; that at dinner-time, at Mrs. Still's, at Trenton, Mr.
Dubois came into the room, and declared he. had been to
see some gentlemen who were prisoners there-had been in
their room, and been invited to dine with them, but chose
to dine witb the company who came in the stage with him.
In proceeding onward on the way, Mr. Dubois spoke some-
thing, in the examinant's opinion, disrespectful of the .New-
England Troops, viz: in substance, that they fought behind
waIJs, and in secret places, and were afraid to show them-
selves openJy, or words to that effect; that he (the exami-
nant) replied in the negative, and endeavoured to support
their character in the instance at Bunker's Hill, in which
Mr. D. had thus charged them with this cowardice; that
he particularly mentioned having seen Bnl1lcer's Hill at
different times, and not observed any stone-fence or wall
there; that he observed the American Troops there, by
every account, had fought manfully, and that the action
itself demonstrated that the troops did not deserve any sllch
charge as Mr. Dubois had made against them; that Mr.
Dubois repJied, in a contemptuous manner, "that the New-
England Troops would certainly deceive the rest," mean-
ing, as he (this examinant) apprehended, the other Colonies;
that Mr. 1Juboi.~ repeated to the same effect several times,
and once, in particular, said, "they would deceive the peo-
ple j" that he (the examinant) alleged that the New-Eng-
land Troops were well disciplmed, courageous, possessed of
conduct, and that, in general, there were not better troops
on the Continent; that Mr. Dubois said he knew what
troops were-looked on the Nf1v-England Troops in a
different light; he spoke well of the Pennsylvania Troops,
but said the New-England Troops would deceive the peo-
pie; that Mr. Dubois got into a violent passion, and en-
deavoured to browbeat him, and that he (this examinant)
endeavoured to support tbe character of the New-England
Troops, and alleged tbey only took up the sword to support
their liberties. That he (the examinant) told Mr. Dubois that
he looked on him as very un favourable to the cause, and to
be a Tory, and sllspected that he was a spy, and had been
abroad to lIJ'Ocure Ministerial letters, and had such with or
about him, or words to that effect; that he grounded this
charge on the whole of Mr. Dubois's conduct. That speak-
ing of a person who was tarred amI feathered, Mr. Dubois
said if he had been so treated, he would have had vengeance,
and would have taken it privately if he could not obtain it
publickly; that speaking of oaths that were and had been
tendered by Congresses and Committees, he alleged such
oaths were of no force, and that he should entirely disre-
gard them, or other words to that effect, but said he would
abide by an oath which he mentioned as contained in some
statute. That any personal difference which he has had with
Mr. .Dubois does not influence his testimony as to publick
matters.

Mr. Page cross-examined by Mr. .Dubois one or two
questions.

Mr. Dubois renewed his defence: Declares he does not
recollect to have used such expression" as to the majesty
of the people of Great Britain," as Mr. Page has men-
tioned.

Mr. Dubois and the witnesses withdrew.
0l'dered, That he be called in, and reprimanded; and

that Colonel McDougall deliver the reprimand, and direc-
tion to be more careful forthe future. '.
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Mr. Dubois being called in at the bar, Colonel McDougall
informed him that it is the opinion of the Committee that he
has discovered a temper inimical to his country; that such
conduct is inconsistent with the philosopher, the soldier, or
the good man; and, after summing up the matter gi\'en in
proof, and their tendency, and a charge to impress a more
careful conduct, he was discharged.

3 ho. P. M.. April 12, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Mr. William Paulding, Chairman.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Van Cortlandt, Colonel McDou-

gall, Mr. Sands, Colonel Lott, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Ran-
dall, Mr. Imlay.

FOR SUF}'oI,K.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR OR~NGE.-Mr. ('uyper.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Covcnhoven.
FOR DUTcHEss.-l\fr. Everson.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR RlcHMoND,-Mr. Lawrence.

A Letter flum liord Stirling, dated this day, was read
and filed, and is in the words following, to wit:

"New-York, April 12, 1776.

"SIR: As I have General Putnam's orders to march with
a brigade of troops for Staten-Island, and as I shall be
under a necessity of quartering them in the farm-houses
there until the season of the year will admit of their being
encamped, I shall esteem it a favour of the Committee of
Safety if they will, as soon as possible, dcsire the Committee
of Richmond County to give notice thereof to the inhabi-
tants, that they may be prepared to receive the troops in
the manner most convenient to themselves; and they may
be assured that my best endeavours will be used to render
the residenc~ of the troops among them as little burden-
some as possIble; and this I hope will be the easier efIected,
as house-room is the 'Only article that will be required; every
thing else they may stand in need of will be punctually
paid for.

"
Colonel Ritzema's Regiment is one of the corps ordered

to compose my brigade. On inquiry, I find the compa-
nies of which his regiment is to be composed, are not yet
fixed or aITanged. I must beg the favom of the Committee
of Safety to attend to this matter, and fix it as soon as pos-
sible.

"
I am, sir, your most humble servant,

"
STIRLING.

"
To the Chainnan of the Committee of Safety , New- York."

Ordered, That the Secretaries prepare and certify a copy
of so much of Lord Stirling's Letter as relates to the quar-
tering of the Troops on Richmond County, to be sent to the
Committee of Richmond County.

And Ordered, That the Committee of Richmond County
be requested, with all possible despatch, to prepare empty
Farm-houses where they may be had; and where those
cannot be had, that they prepare quarters and places for
them in Dwelling-houses; that the said Committee use their
influence with the inhabitants to consider tbe soldiers as
their countrymen and fellow-citizens, employed in the de-
renco. of the liber!ics of their country in general, and of the
mha!J1tants of Rlchmond County in particular, and to en-
deavour to accommodate them accordingly.

Mr. Abraham Livingston attended the Committee, and
requested money, agreeable to the Resolution of Congress,
to enable him to comply with his contract for victualling the
Troops in this Colony. As thero is hut a small sum now
in tbe Treasury, the Committee are of opinion that a larger
sum than two thousand fi\'e hundred Pounds cannot he ad-
vanced to him at present,

Therefore Ordered, That Peter Van Brllrrlt Livinrrston
E

. b
"b

,
sqUIre, advance to Mr. Abraham Livingston, in part of

the money due to him on contract for supplyin<r the Con-
tinental Troops in this Colony, the sum of tw~ thousand
five hundred Pounds, on account, and takc his receipt for
the same.

Colonel Curtenius, as Commissary of the Provincial Con-
gress of this Colony, applied to the Committee for ITloneyto
enable him to provide necessaries for tbe Army.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brngh Livingston, Esquire,
as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress(jf this Colony,

advance to Peter T. Curtenins, as Agent or Commissary of
the Provincial Congress of this Colony, to provide Clothing
and Arms, Accoutrements, &c., for the Troops, the sum of
five thousand Pounds, on account, and take his receipt for
the same.

lVIr. Randall informed the Committee that he stands in
need of cash to discharge debts contracted in purchasing
and in part fitting out an Armed Schooner.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esquire,
as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, ad-
vance to :Mr. Thomas Randall, Esquire, the sum of nine
hundred Pounds, on account, in part of moneys by him
advanced for the purchase of an Armed Schooner, and her
Amls and Outfit; the Treasurer to take Mr. Randall's re-
ceipt for the same.

"

The Committee have, for the present, appointed the fol-
lowing seven Captains, with their Subaltern Officers and
Companies, to be under the command of Colonel Ritzema,
as seven Companies of his Regiment, to wit: Captain
Andrew Billings, Captain Daniel Denton, Captain Abra..
ham Riker, Captain Cornelius Harden bergh, Captain Jo-
nathan,Florton',Captain Hobby, and Captairr Amo.1
llutclnns. ThIs arrangement to continue as to the rank of
Captains in this Regiment until a general arranrrement of
the whole four Regiments is made on a return ot'the Com-
panies raised.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as
Treasurer of the Provim~ial Congress of this Colony, ad-
vance to Colonel Ritzema the sum of eight hundred Pounds,
on account, to enable him to pay such Troops as are put
under his command, as l,is Regiment; the Treasurer to take
Colonel Ritzerna's receipt for the same.

Ordered, That Mr. Richard lVorwood, Commissary of
Colony Stores, deliver to Thomas Burlllall, Esquire, two
hundred and fifty pounds of Gunpowder and three hundred
weight of Lead, for the use of a slllall Armed Schooner,
fitted out by the Marine Committee, by order of the Provin-
cial Congress; the said Commissary to take a receipt for the
same.

Captain Increase Child, of a Company of Minute-men,
now discharged from service, requests a warrant to raise a
Company in the Continental service.

Ordered, That Captain litcrease Child be, and he is
hr.,reby, .authorized, in conjunction with :Mr. John Lloyd, as
FIrst Lieutenant, Samuel Dodge, Second Lieutenant, and
John F'undcrson, Ensign, to raise a Company for.the Con-
tinental service in this Colony, agreeable to the warrants
issued by the Provincial Congrcss of this Colony for that
purpose; on condition t.hat those gentlemen inlist and raise
the said Company, and make return thereof in proper fonn
or bring the said Company to New- York for actual servic~
within three weeks.

Ordered, That Colonel Bitzema direct the Captain or
sllch other.oilicer in each Company of his Regiment, as
he shall tlunk proper, to apply to the County Committee
or any Precinct CommiuGe in the Counties where sllch
Companies were respecti\'ely raised, for Arms for the said
Companies out of those collected by disarming the disaffi~c-
ted persons, pursuant to the Resolution of the Continental
Congress.

'Fhe Committee are informed that Lord Drummond is in
such a state of health that his Physicians advise him to
remove to the Island of Bermuda for the preservation of his
life; and that he requco>ted permission of this Committee for
that purpose.

Therefore Ordered, That Lord .Drummond be, and he
is hereby, permitted to depart this Colony, and go to the
Island of Berm"uda; and it is hereby recommended to all
friends ?f Amer~i;a not to interrupt him on his passage, but
to let bun pass m safety and without molestatictn.

Die Sabbati, A. M., April 13, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant -to adjournment.
Present: IVillimn Paulding, Esquire, Chairman.

FOR NEW-YoRK.-Mr. Scott, Colonel lJlcDou(1'all Cap-
tain Rutgers, Mr. Van Cortlandt, Colonel'tolt, Mr.
Imlay, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Sands, MoJ'.Roosevelt, Mr. Ran-
dall, Mr. Van Zandt.

FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Trecl'Ulell.
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FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Vanderbilt, Mr. Covenhoven, Mr. Le.f-

fertse.
FOR DUTCHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR RICJfMOND.-Mr. Lawrence.

The Memorial of Samuel Loudon, Printer, with remarks
on the subject, were read and filed. .

"
To the Honourable the Committee of Safety of the Colony
of N EW-YORK, the "Memorial of SAMUELLOUDON,of the
City ofNEw-Y ORK,Printer, showeth:

"That some weeks ao"O,a manuscript, composed by a
gentleman at some'consid~rable distance, and sent in order
to be printed here, in answer to .the celebrated pamphlet
entitled Common Sense, was put mto my hands by a gen-
tleman of this City, who desired me to p~nt it.. As a. pub-
lication of this nature required matu~e dehberatlOn, I dId ~ot
incline, nor did the gentleman reqmre me to comply w~th
his proposal, till I should be cQnvinced that the manu.scnpt
was written with decency, or did not express or even Imp]y
any disapprobation of the Proce~dings of th~ honourable
Continental Con !Tress,or the glonous cause 111defence of
which American~ are spending their blood and tr~asure.
Bein!T satisfied as to these particulars, I agreed to prmt the
man;script on my own account. Havi?g made so~e p:o-
gress in printing off the sh~et~, I ad,.'ertIsed t.he p~~hcatJOn
of the pamphlet in Mr. Game s Gazette, not Im~~mll1g that
any offence could justly be taken by my fel1ow-cltlze~s; but,
to my great surprise, I soon found. that .the adverttse?Jcnt
had given disgust to somc of the mhabitants, who Illghly
resented it.

"On the evenin!T of the 18th ultimo I received a mes-
saO"eto attcnd on the Committee of Mechanicks ; I attend-
el accordingly, and was interrogated by Mr. Christopher
Duyckinck, the Chairman, who was .the author of the man-
uscript I was printing, and who gave It to me? I told th~m
I did not know the author, and that I got the manuscnpt
from a gentleman of this City, whos.e name, in my.opinion,
they had no rilyht to demand. DIspleased at tlus reply,
they threatenelto bum the pamphlet, ~laming me in str?ng
terms for printing it. .1 expostulated wIth them on the IJ?-
propriety of condemnmg a book before they had read It;
proposed to send them the sheets that were printed, for their
perusal, and to refer the :whole aff~ir ~o the COlT1m!tteeof
Safety, and abide by thelf determmatlOn. They dId not,
however, think it proper to regard any of my, proposals, but
sent six of-their number to my house, who nailed and sealed
up the printed sheets in boxe.s, except a few, which were
drying in an empty house, ~hICh they- locked, and took the
key with them; the followmg evenmg they returned the
key, and informed me that they ~ad referred the ~atter to
the General Committee of InspectIOn. Same evenmg I re-
ceived a note to wait on that Committee; I attended, and
was informed by the Chairman, <;olonel Broom~, .that a
complaint had been preferr~d agamst me for prmtmg an
answer to the pamphlet entitled Co~?n Sens~; .and, the
Committee advised me not to persist m pubhshmg It at
present, as my personal safety might be endang~red. .1
thanked the Committee, and promised to comply wIth thC!r
advice. This availed nothing for my security; for, some
time after ten o'clock, the same night, the before-mentioned
Mr. Dllyckiw:k, without any commission £i'omthe Committee,
attended by a considerable number, to appearance more
than forty persons, who ~u~hed into my ho.use; some of them
ran up stairs to the Prmtmg-Office (whIle oth:-rs guard~d
the door) and took away the whole impressIon of saId
pamphlet, being about. fifteen hundred copies, which, at a
very moderate calculation, amounts to seventy-five pounds;
they carried them to the Commons and there burned them,
as I have been informed.

"
Your Memorialist conceiving the above-mentioned trans-

actions a violent infraction of the Jiberty of the Press, and
an unjustifiable attack on his private property, prays that
the honourable Committee will take such measures, and
give directions in th~ premises as may secure the .liberty of
the Press, protect prIvate property; prevent such Insults for
the future, and enable your lVlemormllst to recover damages
adequate to the injuries he has sustained.

"
And your Memorialist, &c., SAMUELLOUDON.

"
New-York, March 28, 1776."

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. V.

"I would not anticipate the reflections that will naturaJly
arise in the mind of every candid and dispassionate reader
of the plain and impartial narrati~e I have given in th,el\'!e-
morial to the honourable CommIttee of Safety, but Justice
to the publick and myself requires me to subjoin a few
remarks.

"As the question concerning American independellce hath
not, to the best of my knowledge, been dec!ded by the Co.nti-
nental Congress, nor by any legal subordmate ConventIOn,
there can be no criminality in pubJishing the arguments for
and against it; and as it is a question of the greatest impor-
tance, it should not be decided before the arguments are
fully discussed.

"Thou!Th a formal answer to the pamphlet entitled Com-
mon Sens:hath been published in Phl:ladelphia, the printer
hath not fallen under the resentment of the Continental Con-
gress, which is a decisive evidence that the Representatives
of North-America do not judge him to be a transgressor.
My zealous, well-meaning, misguided opponents, would have
acted a consistent part had they paid a due deference to the
wisdom and good sense of that honourable body of men,
whom they have solem~ly promi~ed to sUPJ?ort, by .susp~nd-
ing all proceedings agamst me t]11the Phdadelpltw prmter
had been called to account and condemned by them.

"
The publick will determine whether, by not suffering

any other person to publish their sentiments but the authQr
of the above-mentioned Pamphlet, and such as have adopt-
ed his way of thinkirw, many thousands of steady friends to
the common cause of America are not deprived of one of
their essential privileges-the liberty of declaring ~heir o'pi-
nion upon a subject of the greatest moment, and 111which
they are unspeakably more interested than the supposed
author of that pamphlet.

"It is at any rate self-evident, that if any set of unautho-
rized men shall be permitted to assume the power of legis-
lating for their fellow-citizens, and punishing them as they
please, our legal Conven~ions and Committe~s, wit.'1 all tl~e
precious I!b~rties for wInch. we ~re cOlltend~ng, WIll be 111
eftect anmhilated, and we wIll be In a more mIserable sla very
than would arise fi'om the most successful exertion of all the
tyrannick acts of the British Parliament.

"The freedom of the Press is now insulted and infringed
by some zealous advocates for liberty. A few more noc-
turnal assaults upon printers may totally destroy it, and Ame-
rica, in consequence, may fall a sacrifice to a more fatal
despotism than that with which we are threatened.

"I have no consciousness of guilt in the affair for which
I have been persecuted. It is well known that I have always
been a stead~ friend to. the l.iberti:s of America; and I. am
resolved to nsk my all m theIr de1ence, and cheerfully sub-
mit to every determination of the Continental Congress," of
the Provincial Congress of this Colony, and the General
Committee of this city, that is not contrary to the dictates
of reli!Tion justice, and humanity; hoping, at the same time,
that tI~e r~putation of American Councils will never be con-
taminated by any determination of such an iniqnitous kind.
I only claim common justice; and desire that, for the future,
all political publications issu~d fi'OIn my press .be.1egally and
impartially tried by th~ pubhckly avowed pnncipies ~f the
Colonies met in Contmental Congress. If at any tnne I
shall publish principles opposite to these, under any other
predicament than t.hat of. common news, let ,me be treated
Wit}l all the seventy whIch an enemy to hIS country de-
serves.

"SAMUEL LOUDON.

"The folJowingare all the names I have as yet been able
to collect of the persons who took away and burnt my pam-
phlets, viz: Christopher Duyckinck, John Gilbert, Tlwmas
Pratt John Buchanan, (Tavern-Keeper at the New-Slip,)
-'Brower, (the Carpenter,) '- Bicker, (an officer,)

.

Malcom ft;IcEucn, (a Pewterer.") .

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed till
next week.

Coffin, of the Island of Nantltck~t, attendi~g; pro-
duced a Certificate, signed by three JustIces of the I eace
for the County of Bamstablc, in .iJ'lassachusettsGovern-
ment, permitting him to export f:om N,ew-York or Connec-
ticut for the internal use of the mhabltants of the hhmd of
Nantucket, the followingarticles, viz: 1000 pounds of Hams,
1200 weight Qf HQg's Lard, 1000 pounds of Cheese, 60

91
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pounds of Feathers, 400() Staves, 10 baITels of Cider, 40
barrels of Pork, 20 barrels of Flour, 2 gross of Corks, 1000

.bunches of Onions, 30 baITels of Apples.
Ordered, That the sub-Committee of the General Com-

mittee of the City of New- York be at liberty to pemJit Cap-
.

tain Coffin to export the whole, or any part of the articles
mentioned in the within Certificate, and for the purpose
therein mentioned.

The Letter from Robert Treat Paine, Esquire, of the
Committee of the Continental Congress, enclosing the Re-
solution of Congress relative to the erectiug Works for the
manufacturing Saltpetre, &c., was read and filed.

Ordered, That the said Letter and Resolves be taken
into consideration on Wednesday next.

A Letter from the Honourable John Hancock, enclosing
the Proceedings of the Continental Congress for issuing Let-
ters of Marque, and commissioning private Armed Vessels,
was read, as follows:

"Philadelphia, April 10, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN: It is necessary, in conducting the warlike
operations on the part of America, to meet our enemy on
every ground, and to defend ourselves in the best manner
we can against all attempts, in whatever shape, to deprive
us of either liberty or property. So far are the British
Ministry from showing the least relaxation in their barbarous
schemes of reducing the American Colonies to slavery, that
they have passed an act to seize and confiscate our property
wherever found on the high seas. In consequence of this
measure, the Congress have come to a resolution of fitting
out letters of marque and reprisal. The commissions, instruc-
tions, and bond preparatory to which, I have the honour to
enclose you; and am, gentlemen, your most obedient and
very humble servant,

"
J H P

.
d tOHN ANCOCK, rest en.

" To the Honourable the Convention of .New- York."
"In Congress, April 3, 1776.

"Resolved, That blank Commissions, for private Ships-
of-War, and Letters of Marque and Reprisal, signed by the
President, be sent to the General Assemblies, Conventions
and Councils, or Committees of Safety of the United Colo-
nies, to be by them filled up and delivered to the persons
intending to fit out such private Ships-of- W ar for making
captures of British vessels and cargoes, who shall apply for
the same, and execute the Bonds which shall be sent with
the said Commissions; which Bonds shall be returned to the
Congress.

"
By order of Congress:

"JOHN HANCOCK,President."
"In Cungress, April 3, 1776.

"
Resolved, That every person intending to set forth and

fit out a private Ship or Vessel of War, and applying for a
Commission or Letters of Marque and Reprisal for that pur-
pose, shall produce a writing, subscribed by him, containing
the name and tOnnage or burden of the ship or vessel, the
number of her guns with their weight of metal, the name and
place of residence of the owner or owners, the names of the
commander and other officers, the number of the crew, and
the quantity of provisions and warlike stores; which writing
shall be delivered to the Secretary of Congress, or to the Clerk
of the House of Representatives, Convention, or Council, or
Committee of Safety of the Colony in which the ship or vessel
shall be, to be transmitted to the said Secretary, and shall be
registered by him; and that the commander of the ship or
vessel, before the Commission or Letters of Marque and Re-
prisal may be granted, shall, together with sufficient sureties,
seal and deliver a bond, in the penalty of five thousand dollars
if the vessel be_of one hundred tons or under, or ten thousand
doHars if of greater burden, payable to the President of the,

Congress, in trust for the use of the United Colonies, with
condition in the form following, to wit: The condition of this
obligationis such;that if the abovebounden. . . . . . . ,
who is commanderof the. . . . . called. . . . . , be-
longing to . . . . . . , of . . . . . . , in the Colony of
. . . . . , mounting. . . . . . . carriage-gnns,and navi-
gated by . . . . . . men, and who hath applied for a Com-
mission, or Letters of Marque and Reprisal, to arm, equip,
and set forthto sea the said. . . . . . . as a private ship-
oT-war, -and to make captures of British vessels and cargoes,
shaH not exceed or transgress the powers and authorities
which shall be contained in the said Commission, but shall,

in all things, observe and .conduct himself and govern his
crew by and according to the same, and certain instructions
therewith to be delivered, and such other instructions as may
hereafter be given to him, and shall make reparation fc:)rall
damages sustained by any misconduct or unwarrantable pro-
ceedings of himself, or the officers or crew of the said. . .
. . . , then this obligation shall be void, or else remain in
force.

" Sealed and delivered in presence of . . . . . . . . . .
" Which Bond shall be lodged with the said Secretary of

Congress.
"By order of Congress:

"JOHN HANCOCK,President."

"
In Congress, Wednesday, April 3, 177f..

"Instructiuns to the Commanders of private Ships or Ves-
sels of War, which shall have Commissions or Ldters
of ltlarque and Reprisal, authorizing them to make cap-
tures of British Vessels and Cargoes.

"
I. You may, by force of arms, attack, subdne, and tak~

all ships and other vessels belonging to the inhabitants of
Great Britain on the high seas, or between high-water and
low-water marks, except ships and vessels bringing persons
who intend to settle and reside in the United Colonies, or
bringing arms, ammunition, or warlike stores to the said
Colonies, for the use of such inhabitants thereof as are friends
to the American cause, which you shall suffer to pass un-
molested, the commanders thereof permitting a peaceable
search, and giving satisfactory information of the contents of
the ladings and distinctions of the voyages.

"
II. You may, by force of arms, attack, subdue, and take

all ships and other vessels whatsoever, carrying soldiers, arms,
gunpowder, ammunition, prMisions, or any other contraband
goods to any of the British annies or ships-of-war employed
against these Colonies.

"III. You shall bring such ships and vessels as you shall
take, with their guns, rigging, tackle, apparel, furniture and
ladings, to some convenient port or ports of the United Co-
lonies, that proceedings may thereu

r
on be had in due form

before the Courts .which are, or shal be there appointed, to
hear and determine caUSeScivil and maritime.

"IV. You, or one of your chief officers, shall bring or send
the Master and Pilot, and one or more principal person or
persons of the company of every ship or vessel by you taken,
as soon after the capture as may be, to the Judge or J tldges
of such Court as aforesaid, to be examined upon oath, and
make answer to the interrogatories which may be propounded
touching the interest or property of the ship or vessel and her
lading; at the same time you shall deliver, or cause to be
delivered, to the Judge or Judges, all passes, sea-briefs, char-
ter-parties, bills of lading, cockets, letters, and other docu-
ments and writings found on board, proving the said papers
by the affidavit of yourself or some other person present at
the capture, to be produced as they were received, without
ti'aud, addition, subduction, or embezzlement.

"V. You shall keep and preserve every ship or vessel and
cargo by you taken, until they shall, by sentence of a Court
properly authorized, be adjudged lawful prize; not selling,
spoiling, wasting, or diminishing the same, or breaking the
bulk thereof, nor suffering any such thing to be done.

".vI. If you, or any of YOllrofficers or crew, shall, in cold
blood, kill or maim, or hy torture or otherwise cruelly, inhu-
manly, and contrary to common usage and the practice of
civilized nations in war, treat any person or persons surprised
in the ship or vessel you shall take, the offender shall be se-
verely punished.

"VII. You shall, by all convenient opportunities, send to
Congress written accounts of the captures you shall make,
with the number and names of the Captains, copies of your
Journal from time to time, and intelligence of whM mayoc-
cur or be discovered concerning the designs of the enemy,
and the destinations, motions, and operations of their fleets
and armies.

"VIII. One-third, at least, of your whole company shall
be landsmen.

"IX. You shall not ransome any prisoners or Captains,
but shall dispose of them in such manner as the Congress, or
if that be not sitting in the Colony whither tbey shall be
brought, as the General Assembly, Convention, or Council,
or Committee of Safety of such Colony shall direct.

"X. You shall observe all such further. instructions as



-" ---
Number ofWhen confined. Prisoner,' Names. By whom confined. Where confined. OccQparion. dals

con ned.

March 1....... . Ryner Van Housen.. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Provincial Congre~. . .. ..... .Jail....... Pilot.............. .. 4614........ Thomas VI'rnon. . ... . . ... . ... . . .. . . . .. ..........Do......... .. ...... .Do....... Haner. . . ... . ... . ... 3217...,.... William McDermott...... ..... .... .... ..Committee of Safety. . . .......Do....... Reduced Officer.. . . . . 2917........ Joseph \,\7oolcomb... .. .. ... . . .. . . .. . . . ......... .Do..... .......Do. ...... Sailor.............. . 2917........ WilliamAldn........................ ......... .Do........... .......Do....... . . .. Do.. . . .. . ..... . . 29April 8........ ThpmasRemingtonHarris............. . .GeneralPutnam....... .......Do....... Master'sMate....... 88........ William Medcalt~..................... ..........Do........... . . . ..
"

Do. . . . .. . Midshipman........ . ,
88........ Hen ry I<ilgrove. .. .. .

'"
. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . .. .. Do. .. .. . .. . . . . . . .... Do. . . . .. . Pilot. . . ... . .. .. . .... 88. ....... CffisarFreeman........................ . . . .. . . . .. Do.. . .. .. . . ..

""'"
Do.

"""
Sailor.............. . 88.. ...... MichaelConery............... ........ . . . .. . . .. . DI).. .. . . . . . . . .......Do....... .. ..Do... ........... 88........ JeremiahReadou.. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . . .. . .... ......Do........... .......Do....... .. ..Do.............. 88...... .. FrancisClimes........................ ......... .Do.......... ~.......Do....... . . . .Do.. . ... . ... . ... 88...... .. David Shockness. ..

"
. ... . ... . . .. . . ... . . .. . . ... .Do. .. .. . . .. .. Hospital. . . ... . . .. . . . . Do. .... . . .. . . . .. 88........ John Gihbons.. ... . . .. . . .... . ... . . .. . .. . .. .. . .. . . Do. . . . .. . . .. . Upper Barrack... . . . .Do..... .. . .. . . .. 88........ DerbyDoyle.................... ..,.... ......... .Do........... ..... .Jail.. ..... Farm~r............ . 811....... {saacNevarra......................... . . ... . .. . .Do.. .. . : . .. ..,.. .. .. . Do.. .. . . . Oysterman.... ...... 8Marc.hI5....... . WilliamHa.selton. . . ... . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . .Colonel McDou~al!... ./...... .Do....... Armourer.......... . 30April 7........ James Moffatt......................... . .Captain Ledyard....... ....... Do....... Soldier.. . .. . . .... . . . 912........ JamesJoh.nson................ ........ ......... .Do........... ....... Do....... ... .Do.............. 413....... . T hornas Me! nt ire.. . . . . . . .., . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. .Do. . . .. . . .. .. ....... Do. . , . . . . ... .Do.............. 3

:
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Congress shall hereafter give in tQe premises, when you shall
have notice thereof.

"XI. If you shall do anything contrary to these Instruc-
tions, or to others hereafter to be given, or willingly suffer
such thiogs to be done, you shall not only forfeit your Com-
mission and be liable to an action for breach of the condi-
tion of your bond. bl\t be responsible to the party grieved for
damages sustained by such malversation.

"By order of Coogress :
"JoHN HANCOCK,President."

Die Sabbati, 4to ho. P. M., April 13, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: :Mr. William Pauldl~ng, Chairman.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Scott, Mr. Randall, Mr. Imlay,

Colonel Bra~her, Mr. Sand$, Colonel Lott, Captain Rut-
gers, Mr. J. Van Cortlandt.

FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tre dwe II.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Ouyper.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Coverihoven.
FOR DUTCHEss.-Mr. Everson.

FOR WESTCHES,TER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR RlcHMoND.-Mr. Lawrence., .

A Letter from Major-General Schuyler to General
Thompson, was read, of which the following extract is the
last sentence, to wit:

" Will you be so good as to request the New- York Con-
gress that the sailors may be sent up without delay."

Captain Jacobus Wynkoop, on request, attended the Com-
mittee, and agreed to accept of and execute the following
order:

'

Ordered, That Captain Jacobus Wynkoop do inEst the
number of Mariners desired by Major-General Schuyler, for
the service at the Lakes, with all possible despatch. That
Captain Wynkoop proceed to Albany with the said Mari-
ners to General Schuyler, and take his directions as to the
vessels on the Lakes, until the honourable the Con~inental
Congress shall have appointed him to that command, or
some other gentleman shall arrive at the Lakes authorized
to take the command.

Ordered, That Mr. Scott, Colonel Brasher, and Mr. Van
Cortlandt, be a Committee to wait on General1Vashington.

A Return of Prisoners in Jail, .yc., NEW- YORK, the 15th of APRIL, 1776.

Die Lunre, A. M., April] 5, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present,: William Paulding, Esquire, Chairman.
FOR N EW-Y oRK.-Mr. Scott, Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Beek-

man, Mr. Sands, Mr. Randall, Mr. Rutgers, Major Stou-
tenburgh.

FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.--,-Mr. Cu,yper.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Covenho.ven.
FOR DUTCHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.

No other Members attending, the Committee could not
proceed to business, for want of a representation from ano-
ther County.

A Return of the Prisoners in the Committee Jail, and by
whom committed, was read and filed.

A Letter fi'om TltOmas Vernon, one of the said Prison-
ers, requesting his discharge, was read and filed.

Cartridge-Boxes, and 600 pounds of Gunpowder. Mr.
1J;lercieralso applied for the sum of two hundred Pounds, to
be applied towards defraying sundry expenses accrued in
fitting out said Sloop.

Thereupon Ordered, That Mr. Richard Norwood deliver
to Captain Mercier, 6 pair of Pistols, 200 pounds of Mus-
ket-Balls, 20 Cartridge-Boxes, and 600 pounds of Gun-
powder, for the use of the armed Sloop MQntgomery, Cap-
tain Rogers.

Ordered further, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston,
Esquire, as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this
Colony, advance to Captain 1VilliamMercier the sum of
two hundred Pounds, to be applied towards paying off the
Accounts and expenses accrued in fitting out the armed
Sloop ltlontgomery, and take his receipt, on account, for the
same.

Colonel Mi/flin attending, informed the Committee that
General Was7iington is very solicitous to have the great
number of Taverns and Tippling Houses in this City sup-
pressed, because they tend greatly to debauch the Soldiers ;

DieMercurii,April17,A. M.,1776. and requests that this Committee wiH be pleased to regu-
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. late and make out a list of such Tavern-keepers and Retail-
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A draft of a Letter to his Excellency General Washing- sieurs Curson 8r Seton, and I intend to bring a copy of the
ton was read, and approved, and is in the words fonowing, same myself.
to wit: "Sir, I still remain yours,

SIR: The Committee of Safety of this Colony having
been requested to apply to your ExceJlency to obtain a re-
lease of seven citizens, now detained on board the ships
Phenix and Asia as prisoners, they are well informed an
,exchange may be effected, if your ExcelJency would be
:pleased to give the Committee the benefit of a number of
your prisoners of equal rank. Should either of the ships
,depart with their prisoners on board, their respective f..'lmi-
lies mllst labour under additional misfortunes. Some of them
have been detained a long time. The Committee enclose a
list of their names; and~beg leave to assure you that they
are, with the greatest esteem, your Excellency's most hum-
'.ble servants.. .

To His Excellency General Washington.

The names of the Prisoners alJuded to in the foregoing
Letter are as follows, to wit:

"William Mount, Master of a vessel; Robert Johnson,
M~te; William Berwick, Pilot; Jacob Germaine, Pilot;
Charles Galatian, William Dillon, Boatmen; William
Bieker, Hatter ;-Asia.

. Die Mercurii,4to ho. P. M., April 17, 1776.
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: William Paulding, Esquire, Chairman.
FOR NE\V-YoRK.~Colonel McDougall, Mr. Van Zandt,

Mr. Beekman, Mr. Randall, Mr. Rutgers, Mr. Sands,
Mr. Denning.

FOR SUFFOLK.-l\'lr. Tredwell.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR KINa's.-Mr. Van Brunt.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Bancker.

Lieutenant William Scudder sent into the Comrcittee of
Safety aJ1 open Letter or Memorial, dated on the 15th in-
stant, which was read and filed.

He thereby informs that he had received a 'V arrant to
inlist men in the Continental service in this Colony, in the
Company whereof Henry O'Hara is Captain; that ne
has inlisted, and has on billet, in New-Jersey, about thirty-
five men at his own expense; that Captain O'lIara went
to Albany about seven weeks ago, to return in three weeks;
since which he has not had any intelligence from him; that
his men call daily for money, and will desert if he is not
enabled to support them. He therefore prays the Commit-
tee to take some method for his relief.

To the said Letter was annexed a list of the names of
forty-seven persons, Non-Commissioned Officers and Pri-

. vates, therein said to be under the care of the said William
&uddcr.

William Lightbourn, who was appointed Second Lieu-
tenant in Captain John Wiley's Company, in the First Re-
giment, having resigned his 'Warrant, (which was occasion-
ed by the decease of his father,)

Ordered, That the said William &udder be appointed,
and is hereby appointed, Second Lieutenant in Captain Wy-
ley's Company, in the place of Mr. Lightbourn; that a
Warrant issue to him accordingly, and that he apply to Co-
lonel .McDougallfor further direction and assistance.

A Warrant was issued for Lieutenant Scudder.

Mr. Sands produced the following Letters, which were
read, in order to support his request for an order on the
Treasury for the sum of eleven hundred and fifty Pounds,
to pay for the Sloop Sally and the Schooner Polly.

"
St. Eustatia, March 2, 1776.

" SIR: I am sorry to relate to you the sad misfortune that
I have met with on the high seas. On the 10th day of
Fcbruary, in the latitude 23° 9', longitude 63°, I met
with the Portland ship-of-war, of fiftyguns; in spite of my
endeavours, s!w brought me to, and took all my people, and
sent the sloop to Antigua, with two officers and five men.
I had the good fortune to save part of my money, which I
have lodged in the hands of Mr. Samucl C01l$ens. I expect
to sail in six or seven days for New- York, in a fast-sailing

.sl~p Qelonging to4InbPJI. I have enclosed a bill on Mes-

" WII.KIE DODGF.."

A Letter from Matthew Van Alstyne to his brother Abra-
ham Van Alstyne, of this City, Merchant, dated St. Eusta-
tia, Fcbruary 24th, 1176, of which the following is an ex-
tract:

"I am sorry to inform you of my misfortune of being
taken by the Pomone frigate. I had been at Martinico and
going to Guadaloupe. I \vas becalmed under the land when
he took me."

Also, another Letter from Captain Matthew Van Alstyne
to Abraham Van Alstyne, dated St. Eustatia, Fcbruary 4th,
1776.

"I am going to St. Christophers, to take charge of Cap-
tain Sanders's brig, rather than come home, for the sea is
full of all kinds of cruisers. There is not one vessel in ten
that esc~pes, going or coming. On my arrival here I wrote
up to my friends at St. Christophe1"S, and related my mis-
fortune of being taken."

Ordered, That Peter Van Brllglt Lil'ingstOrt, Esquire,
as Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, pay
to Mr. Comfort Sands, six hundred and fifty Pounds, for
the Sloop Sally, whereof Wilkie Dodge was late Master;
and the further sum of five hundred Pounds for the Schoo-
ner Polly, J}[atthew Van Alstyne, Master, w.hich was insur-
ed at that price, by Sands, on account of this Colony.

The Committee then proceeded to finish their Resolu-
tions fin' encouraging the manufacture of Saltperre jn this
Colony; and the following Resolutions, reported by Mr.
Tredwell, were read, amended, approved of, and agreed to
for that purpose, in the words following, to wit:

In Committee of Safety, New.York, April 17, 1776,

Whereas the Continental Congress, on the 23d of Feb-
ruary last, did recommend it to the several Assemblies,
Con ventions,. and Councils, or Committees of Safety and
Committees of Correspondence and Inspection, in the Uni-
ted Colonies, to exert themselves in devising further ways and
means for promoting and encouraging the manufacture of
Saltpetre, and of introducing that manuf..'lcture into private
families; and to the several Assemblies and Conventions
in the United Colonies that they establish publick works in
each and every County, in their respective Colonies, at the
expense of such Colonies, for the manufacture of Saltpetre;
and appoint Committees of their own Members immediate-
ly to set up such manufacture:

And whereas the Provincial Congress of this Colony ha ve
authorized the Committee of Safety to carry the a~ove Re-
solutions of Congress into execution:

Therefore Resolved, That Committees be appointed, agree-
able to the said Resolutions, to erect Works for manufiw-
turing of Saltpetre in every considerable Town or Village in
the several Counties of Ncw- York, Albany, Suffolk, Ulster,
Orange, Dutchess, Wi;stche~ter, and King's.

And that Isaac Stoutenburgh, Samuel Prince, and Evert
Banckcr, be a Committee for that purpose in the City and
County of New- York;

That Henry Glen, Abraham Yate.~, Jun., and Lconard
Gansevoort, be a Committee for the like purpose in the
City and County of Albany;.

That Thomas TredVJell, David Gelston, and Ezra L'110-
medieu, be a Committee for the like purpose in the County
of Suffolk;

That Dirck Wynkoop and Charles De Witt be a Com-
mittee for the like purpose in the County of Ulster;

That William Allison and John Herring be a Commit-
tee for the like purpose in the County of Orange;

That Petcr Ten Broeck and Cornclius Humphries be a
Committee for the like purpose in the Gounty Qf Dutchess;

That Ebenezcr Lockwood and Gilbert Drake be a Com-
mittee for the like purpose in the County of r1'estchester;

And that John Vanderbilt, Niclwlas Covenhoven, and
Rutger Van Bmnt, be a Committee for the like purpose in
in the County of King's.

And the said Committees are hereby severally authori-
zed and empowered, in behalf and on account of this Colony,
to contract with proper persons for erecting said "T orks,
and carrying on the said manufacture, under the superinten-
dence and direction of the said Committees.
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And the said Committees are hereby directed to report to
the Provincial Congress or Committee of Safety, from time
to time, their proceedings in the premises, and the progress
that shall be made in said manufacture.

And to encourage the setting up of private Works, and
the manufacture of Saltpetre in private families, (which is
the only way of obtaining a speedy and effectual supply of
that article,) the Committees hereby appointed in the seve-
ral Counties, are empowered and authorized to purchase,
on the account of the Provincial Congress of this Colony,
all well refined Saltpetre, that shall be made inJhis Colony,
and offered to them for sale, before the first day of Novem-
ber next, at the rate of six Shillings per pound. And it
is further recommended to the Committees of the several
Cities, Counties, Towns, Manors, Precincts, and Districts,
in this Colony, in the neighbourhood of any places suspect-
ed to contain mines of Sulphur, that they cause diligent
search to be made for such mines in their respective Dis-
tricts, and report their discoveries to the Provincial Congress
or the Committee of Safety without delay.

Ordered, That the Secretaries prepare copies of these
Resolutions for the Printers in this City, and that the same
be printed in all the publick Newspapers in this Colo.ny.

Edward Tylee, being examined, saith: That he has been
a prisoner on board the Asia seven months; that he was
well treated by Captain Vandeput during the whole time;
and that upon the whole he did not receive any ill treat-
ment from any of the ship's compatly. This examinant
further saith, that Lord Rose hill informed this examinant,
just before he came from on board the Asia, that he (Lord
Rosehill) had given the information to Captain Vandeput,
by the way of Amboy, which occasioned his being taken
prisoner. This exarpinant being examined relative to the
Asia firing on the City, said that he was not on board at the"
time, but was informed, after being on board, that Captai!l
Vandeput gave orders for the first filing, but that he (Cap-
tain Vandeput) w~nt down between decks to stop the
second firing; that the next morning, the First Lieutenant,
Mr. Galbreath, had loaded an eighteen-pounder with grape-
shot, to fire on the inhabitants, and that Captain Vande put
jumped out of his cabin, in his shirt, to prevent it.

This examinant further saith: That one John Noble, of
this City, came continually on board the Asia with intelli-
gence from this City; that he has frequently heard him give
intelligenee on board, particularly relative to the troops
taking possession of Bedlow's Island; that he (the exami-
nant) heard Noble say he managed and brought about the
escape of Captain Harris, when he (said Noble) was on
guard; that the said Noble, the week before last, brought
on board three rifle guns. That Latvrence HaTtwick was
another person who continually brought intelligence; that
he was one of the persons who attempted to set fire to the
furnace with combustibles made on board the ship Asia;
gave the information which caused the two boats with iron
to be seized. That, with respect to the supply of fresh
provisions, they used to have it brought on board by many
persons, whom he did not know; they refused to take Conti-
nental money for it. That a blockmaker, a tall man with
a snuff-coloured coat, brown hair, who said he was a Com-
mittee-man, came on board twice, some time in the month
of NovembeT, to the best of his knowledge, in company
with one Lawrence Hartwick; that this examinant gave
HaTtw£ck a letter to carry for him to Nathaniel Tylee, in
New- YOTk, and that in the presence of the said block-
maker; that the said blockmaker told this examinant, " You
know you and I are not of the same way of thinking j" that
the said blockmaker and lIaTtwick broke the said letter
open, and showed the same to Captain Vandeput, as Cap-
tain Vandepu,t informed this examinant, upon which this
examinant was more closely confined, and suffered consider-
ably thereby. This examinant further saith, that Mr. Bo-
gert, the butcher, one or two nights before the ship Lady
Gage was cut out, was on board the Asia; that two or
three nights after the cutting oat of the said ship, the said
Bogert was on board again, and was invited by the gentle-
men of the gllnroom to go down with them in the gunroom;
that this examinant was in the gunroom; that this exami-
nant heard Bogert say that when he (BogeTt) was comino-
from Bedww's Island he saw Mr. Nixen put off from along~
side the A?£a, and that he (Bogert) lay down in the boat
a,nd let a sailor set upon hini to prevent Nixen seeing hirn ;

that the officers in the gunroom, on informing EogeTt of the
expedition in cutting out the Lady Gage, and laughing
heartily about it, one of the officers said to Bogert, we told
you of our going upon that expedition the other night; that
BogeTt answered" Yes, you did, but I did not want to hear
it." That one Nicolls, of Connecticut, a friend of this ex-
aminant, gave BogeTt sixteen shillings to purchase necessa-
ries with for this examinant; that Bogert brought him off
two gallons of rum, and the remainder of the

< money he
kept for near three months, though often solicited to bring
him some necessaries for the remainder, which he never did
till a friend of this deponent came on board, to see him, and
to .whom he gave an order on Mr. BogeTt to receive it, and
send him some necessaries, which he accordingly did.

"New-York, April 17, 1776.

" SIR: By the enflosed resolutions of the honourable Con-
tinental Congress, you will observe that they have thought
it expedient to open the Ports under several restrictions;
and that they have also determined to make reprisals, by
seizing of British property. By the resolutions, the As-
semblies or Conventions of the Colonies are to appoint the
proper officers, who are to take the securities of exporters;
as also judges to determine on captures. As the Commit-
tee of Safety are incompetent for those purposes, and the
trade of the Colony, as well as its reputation, wiJl suffer if
the necessary regulations are not made to enable the inha-
bitants to avail themselves of the benefit of the said resolu-
tions, the Committee of Safety think it absolutely necessary
that the Congress of this Colony do meet in this City on the
1st day of May next; they therefore earnestly entreat you
to attend on that day, that our constituents may, if they are
so disposed, export their produce, and be as early as their
neighbours at market. The Committee of Safety would
not choose to be chargeable with any loss this Colony might
sustain in consequence of any delay in complying with the
resolutio'l1s ,of the Continental Congress in making, on our
part as a Colony, the proper arrangement.

"
Weare, sir, your humble servants.

.
"

By order of the Committee of Safety:
""\V ILLIAMP A1.:LDING,Chairman."

James Sml~th, Captain of the Armed Sloop called the Ge-
neml Schuyler, and Colonel Alexander McDougall, of the
City of New- YOTk, executed their joint and several Bond
to the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the
Congress of the United Colonies, in the sum of five thou-
sand Dollars, with condition thereto that the said James
Smith, Commander of the said Sloop, shall not exceed or
transgress tbe powers and authorities which shall be con-
tained in his Com~mission as Commander of the said Sloop,
but shall in all things observe and conduct himself and go-
vern his crew by and according to the same, and certain
instructions therewith to be delivered, and such other in-
structions as may hereafter be given him, and shall make
reparation for all damages sustained by any misconduct or
unwarrantable proceedings of himself, or the officers or crew
of the said Sloop.

Thereupon a Commission was filled up, and delivered to
the said James Smith, as Commander of the said Sloop, and
his Instructions were also delivered to him.

Thomas Cregier, Commander of the Armed Schooner
Gencml pu,tnam, and Thomas Randall, of the City of New-
YOTk, duly executed a similar joint and several Bond to
John Hancock, Esq., President as aforesaid, in the sum of
five thousand Dollars, with a siinilar condition thereto as to
the conduct and behaviour of the said Thomas CregieT and
his officers and crew

Thereupon a Commission was filled up, and de]ivered to
the said Thomas Cregier, as Commander of the said Armed
Schooner Gemml Putnam, and set of Instructions delivered
to him.

Captain William Rogers, Commander of the Armed
Sloop Montgomerie, and Joseph Hallett, of the City of New-
York, duly executed a similar joint and several Bond to
John lIancock, Esq., President as aforesaid, in the sum of
five thousand Dollars, with a condition thereto for the good
conduct and behaviour of the said William RO[Jers, as Com-
mander of the said Armed Sloop ltlontgomcne, and of his
officers and crew, in terms similar to the condition of the
Bond of the said James Smith and Alexander McDougall.

Thereupon a Commission was filled up, and delivered to
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th~ ~aid William Rogers, as Commander of the said Armed
Sloop JUan/gomerie, and a set of Instructions delivered to him.

Mr. Richard Norwood, Commissary of Colony Stores,
made a return of the Gunpowder purchased of Mr. Nicholas
Low, which was read, and filed. It thereby appears that
the quantity is one thousand five hundred and.three pounds,
and the quality thereof, as proved and ascertained by Mr.
Jecamiah Allen, is but middling.

A Letter from Colonel Gilbert Drake, dated the 9th in-
~tant, WaS read, and filed. He thereby acknowledges the re-
ceipt of the Letter from this Committee, of the I st instant, and
says he will stop buying provisions; and informs that John
Thomas, Jun., l..'1JenezerLockwood, and himself, have bought
about one thousand barrels of pork and six hundred barrels
of flour; that the peas ordered from Albany are in store at
Peek's Kill Landing, and the pork stored in Cortlandt's
~j}Janor,Bedford, and North-Castle.

A Letter from twel ve disaffected person~ in Queen's
County, usually called Tories, was read, and filed. They
therein say they have been disarmed, and therefore request
tbey may be excused from being called out when the Militia
is called to train or muster.

A Letter from General Washington, on tbe subject of
putting a stop to any intercourse with the Ships-of- \V aI', was
read, and filed, and is in the words following, to wit:

"Head-Quarters, April 17, 1776.

" GENTLEMEN:There is nothing that could add more to
my happiness than to go hand in hand with the civil autho-
rity of this or any other Government to which it may be my
lot to be ord()red; and if, in the prosecution of such mea-
sUresas shall appear to me to have a manifest tendency to. promote the interest of the great American canse, I shall
encounter the local convenieI)ce of individuals, or even of a
whole Colony, I beg it may be believed that I shall do it

. with reluctance and pain; but in the present important con-
test the least of two. evils must be preferred.

"
That a continuance of the intercourse which has hither-

, to subsisted between the inhabitants of this Colony and the
enemy on board the ships-of-war is injurious to the com-
mon cause, requims no extraordinary abilities to prove. A
moment'~ reflection not only evinces this truth, but points
out the glaring absurdity of such procedure. Weare to con-
sider ourselves either in a state of 'peace or war wi~h Great
Britain. If the former, why are our ports shut up, our
trade destroyed, our property seized, our towns burnt, and
our worthy and valuable citizens led into captivity and suf-
fering the most cru~l hardships? If the latter, my imagina-
tion is not fertile enough to suggest a reason in support of
the intercourse. '

"In the weak and defenceless stale in which this city was
some time ago, political prudence might justify the corres-
pondence that subsisted between the country and the ene-
my's ships-of-war; but as the largest part of the Continental
troops is now here, as many strong works are erected and
erecting for the defence of the city and harbour, those mo-
tives no longer exist, but are absorbed in others of a more
important nature. To tell you, gentlemen, that the advan-
tages of an intercourse of this kind are altogether on the side
of the enemy, whilst we derive not the smallest benefit from
it, would be telling what must be obvious to everyone. It
is indeed so glaring, that even the enemy themselves must
despise us for suffering it to be continUf~d; for, besides their
obtaining supplies of every kind, by which they are enabled
to continue in your harbours, it also opens a regular chan-
nel of intelligence, by which they are from time to time
made acquainted with the number and extent of our works,
our strength, and all our movements; by which they are en-
abled to regulate their own plans to our great disadvantage
and injury. For the truth of this, I could produce instan-
ces; but as it may be the subject of future discussion, 1 shall
decline it at presel!t. It would, gentlemen, be taking up
too much of your tIme to use further arguments in proof of
the necessity of putting an immediate and total stop to all.
future correspondence with the enemy. It is my incum-
bent duty to effect this, convinced as I am of the disadvan-
tages resulting from it, and it cannot be thouo-ht strano-e or
hard that, under such conviction, I should be ~nxious ~ re-
move an evil which may contribute not a little to the ruin
of the great cause we are engaged in, and may, in its effects,
prove highly detrimental to this Colony in particular.

"In ~ffecting the salutary purposes above-mentioned, I
could wish for the concurrence and support of your honour,.
able body. It will certainly add great weight to the measureS
adopted, when the civil authority eo-operates with the mili-
tary to carry them into execution. It will also red@nd much
to the honour of the Government and of >,ourCommittee in
particular, for the world are apt to judge from appearances j

and while such correspondence exists, the reputation of the
whole Colony will suffer in the eyes of their American bre-
thren.

" It is therefore, gentlemen, that I b.we tak~n tbe Jib!Jrty
to address you on this important subject, relying upon yom:
zeal and attachment to the cause of Amencan liberty for
your assistance in putting a stop to this evil, and that. y6u
will co-operate with me in such measures as shall be ~ffec-
tual either to prevent any futur~ correspondence with the
enemy, or in bringing to condign punishment such persons
as may be hardy and wicked ~nough to carry it on other-
wise than by a prescribed mode, if any case can possibly
arise to require it.

"I have the honour to be, with the utmost respect, gen':
tlemen, YOLlrmost obedient humble servant,

"GEolwE W A,!'-HJN:G'l:ON."
Ordered, That all the Deputies to the Provincial Con-

gress, now in this City, be summoned to attend this Com-
mittee to-morrow morning, at nine o'clQCk; and thnt the
Continental Delegates now in this City be requ~sted to
attend, to take this Letter into consideration.

Di<J Jovis, A. M., April 18, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: William Pauldinrr, Esq., Chairman.

FOR NEW-YoRK.-Mr. Ran"/iall,Mr. Prince, Mr. Denning,
Colonel Lott, Mr. Scott, Co\. McDougan, :Mr.Bancker,
Mr. Roosevelt, Mr. Van Zandt,Mr. Smith.

FOR SUIi'FoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. OilYper.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Covenhoven, Mr. Van Brunt.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. Et'erson.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding, Col. GilbertDrake,

Mr. Thomas.
FOR RICHMONI).-Mr. Bancker.

Philip Livingston and Fraru;is LWlis, Esquires, Were
present by request of the Committee.

On application fr.omthe General Committee of the City
of New- York,

Ordered, That Alexander .1Y1oncriefbe, and he is hereby,
directed to receive into his custody all such persons as shall
be from time to time committed by order of the General Com-
mittee of the City and County of New- York, and confine
them in the Jail set apart for the confinement of prisoners
committed by the Provincial Congress or Committee of
Safety of this Colony.

Whereas this Committee is informed that the pub]ick
service is greatly impeded by the neglect or refusal of the
Gunsmiths to despatch the work put into their hands by the
Commissary,

It is therefore Resolved and Ordered, That Colonel Cur-
tenius do immediately apply to the several Gunsmiths in
this Cjty, and employ them in fitting up the Guns wanted
for the publick service; and if any of the said Gunsmiths
shall refuse to be employed in the publick service, or shall
neglect to perform the work assigned, in that case the said
Colonel Ourtcnius is hereby ordered and required to report
to this Committee such as shall so refuse or neglect to de-
spatch the publick work.

Mr. Adjutant-General Gates attending, was admitted.
1st. He informed the Committee that the General con-

ceives it would tend to the publick convenience and the good
government of the Army, and punishment of delinquents, jf
the Provost-Marshal could be supplied with a room in the
Jail fill'his prisoners; and, also, another room in the Jail, oJ.'
any other part of that building, for the holding of Court~~
Martial, if any such room can be spared in that building;
and requests the intervention of this Committee in the pre:.
mlses.

2d. That it is the opinion of the Gel1eral, that proper
persons should be appointed at different stations to mak~
signals upon the approach of any eriemy; and tbat corps of
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Minute-men,or of :Mi]itia, should be appointed immediately,
and have their directions to repair immediately on any signal
given or alarm made, to particular places or stations assign-
ed to them respectively, to prevent the confusion or irregu-
larity that will necessarily ensue on any such occasion, with-
out such orderor regularity.

Ordered, That these matters be taken into consideration.

Whereas many inconveniences may arise by admitting
the inhabitants of this Colony to an unrestrained commerce
with the Continentid Troops stationed in this Colony,

Therefore Resolved and Ordered, That any inhabitant
of this Co]ony do not, on a)1Ypretence whatever, receive or
purchase from any non-commissio11ed officer or soldier in
the Continental service any Goods, Clothing, or other arti-
cle whatsoever, unless such non-commissioned officer or
soldier shall first produce to such inhabitant a certificate
signed by the Commanding Officer of the Regiment or
Company to which such non-commissioned officer or sol-
dier belongs, specifying the particular goods or articles
which he or they are permitted to dispose of, together with
tlJe name or names of the vender or venders; and the
several Committees and sub-Committees in the respective
Cities, Counties, Towns, Precincts, and Districts, in this
Colony, are hereby requested to see that this Resolution be
sttktly complied with.

Ordered, That this Reso]ution be published in the News-
papers.

In Committee of Safety, New-York, April 18, I'I76.

"Whereas the Provincia] Congress of this Colony, by their
order of the 18th of February last, did forbid all communi-
cation between the ships-of-war in the Port of New- York,
and the ship in which Governour Tryon resides, on the
one part, and all the inhabitants of the Colony on the
other, except for supplies of necessary provisions for the
lIse of the said ships only, under certain restrictions therein
mentioned: And whereas the said Congress, on the 8th of
ft-Iarch last, did resolve and order further regulations for
furnishing such supplies as aforesaid, upon express provi-
so, however, that the said supplies were to take place, and
be continued on condition that there should "be no obstruc-
tion given to any boats or vessels bringing provisions, pro-
vender, or fire-wood to this city; which obstruction has
nevertheless been repeatedly given, and the benefit of such
supplies ate thereby become forfeited; And whereas the
said Congress, by a resolve of the 15th of lUm'ch last, did,
among other things, authorize this Committee to execute,
or cause to be executed, orders, resolves, and recommenda-
tions, as well of the Continental as of t~e said Provincial
Congress; and, also, to comply as far as this Committee
shan think proper with any requisition by the General of the
Continental forces, or any or either of them: And whereas
his Excellency General Washington has, in writing, signified
to this Committee that he conceives any intercourse whatso-
ever with the enemies on board the said ships is injurious to
the common cause, by enabling them, while they are furnish-
ed with provisions, to continue in our harbours, and maintain
a regular channel of intelligence advancive of their own
plans, and to our great disadvantage and injury, and has
thereby requested our assistance in putting a stop to this
evil, and to co-operate with him in such measures as shall
be effectual either to prevent any future correspong.ence
with the enemy, or in bringing to condign punishment such
persons as may be hardy and wicked enough to carry it on ;

It is therefore Resolved and Ordered, That no inhabitant
of this Colony, upon any pretence, or for any purpose what-
soever, either in person or in writing, directly 01' indirectly,
do presume to have or maintain any intercourse whatsoever
with any Ship or Vessel belonging to or employed in the
service of the King of Great Britain, or of any of his Offi-
cers or Ministers, or with any person or persons on board of
the same, upon pain of being dealt with in tbe severest
manner, as enemies to the rights and liberties of the United
Nortlt-American Colonies.

Resolved and Ordered, That his Excellency General
Washington be furnished with .a copy of this and the afore-
going Order and Resolve, and be assured that this Commit-
tee will co-operate with him in the execution of the same,
and any other measure which may be judged by this Com-
mittee to be advancive of the salutary purposes of his requi-
sition.

Resolved find Ordered) That a copy of the two aforego-.

ing Reso]ves and Orders be immediately published in Hand-
bills, and in all the publick Newspapers of this Co]ollf;
and that a copy of these Reso] ves be enclosed by the ChaIr-
man to the Genera], in the following Letter, to wit:

Committee of Safety, New-York, April 18,1776.

Your recommendation of yesterday we took into conside-
ration immediately on receipt of it; and thereupon framed
the enclosed Reso]ves and Orders.

We cannot sufficiently thank your ExceJ1ency for your
most delicate attention to the civil Government of this Colo-
ny; and beg leave to give you the strongest assurances that
we most eagerly embrace this,. as we shall every other op-
portunity, of co-operating with you in every measure which
shall come recommended to us with the argument of publick
utility.

Weare, sir, with the greatest respect, your most obedient
humble servants.

By order of the Committee.

To His Excellency Major-General Washington.
"Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed,

and signed by the Chairman, and, together with a copy of
the said Reso]utions, transmitted to Genera] Washington.

Messieurs Van Zanat and Randall, of the ~!arine Com-
mittee, informed the Committee of Safety that the Pilot-Boat
the IIam/pden, belonging to the Provincia] Congress of this
Colony, is at Philadelphia, in the Colony of Pennsylvania;
that she cannot with safety be brought from thence, and that
it is their opinion that the said vessel should be sold.

Mr. Van Zandt further informed the Committee that a
small quantity of goods, which arrived in tbe said Sloop
Hampden, and belong to the Colony, are in his custody.

Thereupon Ordered, That the Marine Committee, ap-
pointed by the Provincial Congress of this Colony, sell the
said Sloop at Philadelphia, and pay the amount of the sales
to the Treasurer of the Provincia] Congress of this Co]ony.

And Ordered further, That the said Marine Committee
do sell and dispose of the said Goods and Mercbandise which
were imported in the said Sloop, and pay the amount of the
sales thereof to the said Treasurer; and that they deliver in
to the Provincia] Congress or Committee of Safety an
account of the amount of the sales of the said Sloop and
Goods.

A Letter from the Committee of the City of Albany,
dated on the 2d instant, was read and filed. The Said
Committee therein mention that the Officers in that Coun-
ty, recruiting for the four Regiments of Continental Troops
raising in this Colony, find great difficulties for want of
money; that they have understood that money is allotted
for that service; and they request that some money for the
said Troops may be sent to them.

Die Jovis, 4to ho. P. M., April 18, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present; William Paulding, Esquire, Cbairman.

FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. &ott, Mr. Beckman, Mr. Randall,
Mr. Smith, Colonel Lott, Colonel McDougall.

FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR DUTCHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Van Brunt.
FOR RTcIIMo~1).-Mr. Bancker.

Colonel Rl:tzema, by a Letter to the Chairman, which
was read and filed, requests an Order to Mr. Norwood, the
Commissary of Colony Stores, for Arms for some of the
men of his Regimerit who are destitute.

Ordered, That MI'. Richard Norwood, Commissary of
Colony Stores, deliver to Colonel-R.itze11la,or to such Cap-
tains in his Regiment as shall have Colonel Ritzema'~ or-
der, an tbe Muskets and Fire-Locks lidoI' use now in the
Colony Store, in his custody; and that the said Commissary
take a receipt of Colonel Ritzema, or the Captains to whom
such Arms are delivered, to the end that the same may be
accounted for and paid to the Colony.

A recommendation fromHenry Wisner, Esq., was read and
filed. He thereby recommends Colonellsaac Nicoll as a
proper person for a Fie]d-Officer in one of the B!ltta]ions to
be raised in this Colony.
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Ordered, That Mr. McKesson inform Colonel Nicoll
that there are not any directions from Congress for raising
another Battalion.

Die Veneris, A. M" A prill9, 1776,

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: William Pauldingl Esquire, Chairman.
FOR NEw-Y ORK.-Colonel McDougall, Colonel Lott, Mr.

Roosevelt, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Smith, Mr. Rutgers, Mr.
Randall.

FOR SGFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR DUTCHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Van Brunt.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Ouyper.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Colonel Gilbert Drake, Major Lock-

wood, Mr. Paulding, Mr. Thomas.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Baneker.

Mr. Abraham De Peyster, one of the sub-Committee of
the City of New- York, appointed to procure Houses for
Hospitals, together with Mr. John Berrien, another of the
Committee of New- York, attended. Mr. De Peyster in-
formed that the Barrackmaster-General had called on him
for Houses for an Hospital, and that he requested the advice
of this Committee in the premises.

Mr. De Peyster was thereupon advised to endeavour to
get or procure empty Houses, near that already engaged for
that use.

Mr. Francis Child, the Deputy Sheriff, attending, was ad-
mitted. He informed the Co'mmittee that Derby Doyle is
confined as a prisQner in the Jail, and requested directions
what is to be done with him.

As the said Derby Doyle was taken by military order
for some correspondence with, and aid given to the ~finiste-
rial Army and Navy, and is a prisoner on that accouIlt, the
particulars whereof are unknown to this Com~itte~, Mr.
Ohild was directed to apply to the General for dll'ectlons.

Mr. Ohild further requested, that in fixing on rooms in
the Jail for the Provost-Marshal arid Courts-Martial, the
Sheriff's Jail-rooms, and the room in which he resides, may
be reserved.

Benjamin Waldo, late a Mariner and Carpenter on board
of the Armed Schooner &huyler, James Smith Commander,
was admitted. He complains in substance:

.

1st. That Captain Smith having diseharged him, and
knowing that he had refused to go to sea with him, Cap-
tain Smith had prevented him from being employed as a
Carpenter on board of the armed vessel commanded by
Captain Rodgers.

52d. That Captain Smith had violently beat and abused
him very much, without any just provocation.

Ordered, That the Doorkeeper summon Captain Smith
to attend at five o'clock, and the complainant to attend at
that time. .

A Letter from the Committee of Goshen Precinct, in
Orange County, sent by Major Hctfield, as the bearer, and
covering the accounts of the Blankets and Arms purchased
by the said Committee, was read and filed, and is in the
words following, to wit:

"Goshen Precinct, April 16, 1776.

"
GENTLEMEN: In obedience to a request of the honourable

Provincial Congress of the Colony of New- York, the Com-
mittee of this Precinct hath purchased and delivered unto
Captain Daniel Denton, the number of guns and blankets
agreeable to the enclosed accounts with the voucher, which
is humbly presented, with a request that the bills may be dis-
charged by paying the money unto Major Jtloses Hetfield.

"The Committee also beg leave to inform your honourable
body, that we have a number of good muskets, or firelocks,
remaining on our hands, which Captain Denton would not
give us his receipt for, because his soldiers did not please to
take them. The Committee humbly conceive that it was not
the intention of Congress that the private soldiers of any
company should have it in their power to reject the arms
purchased by the Committees, and adjudged by them fit for
the service; and so the guns consequently fall upon the
hands of those Committees who have cheerfully complied
with the request of Congress. Therefor~ pray that you
would be pleased to discharge the accounts which Major
Retfield will deliver to you of those guns also, and give

further directions to this Committee in what manner you
would be pleased to have them disposed of.

"I am, in behalf of the Committee, gentlemen, your
most obedient servant,

" J H H ORN. . . 0 N ATH ,
"Chairman of the Committee for the Precinct of Goshen.

"
To the Honourable Committee of Safi~ty for the Colony of

. .ZVew-York."

A draft of an Answer to the Committee of Goshen Pre-
cinct, was read and approved of, and is in the words fol-
lowing, to wit:

Tn Committee of Safety, N cw- York, April 19, 1776.

GENTLEMEN:Weare favoured with your letter of the
16th instant, by Major Hetfield. We highly approve of
your conduct in having so far supplied Captain Denton's
Company with blankets and arms.

Please to send the five muskets which were refused, by
some safe, careful person, and the first such opportunity, to '

New-Windsor, that they be sent to us by Captain Jackson,
or some other sloop whose Captain may be relied on.

Major Hetjield has informed us that these five arms arc,
good muskets, and that it is his opinion that several more
very good arms may be purchased in your Precinct.

We therefore earnestly request you to purchase as many
more good arms as you can get at reasonable prices, and
transmit them to us as above directed.

"Ve are, respectfully, gentlemen, your very humble ser-
vants.

To the Committee of Goshen Precinct, &c.

Ordered, That a copy tbereof be engrossed and signed,
and transmitted.

Colonel Gilbert Drake, one of the Members of Westches-
ter County, brought to tbe Committee of Safety a Bill of
the money emitted by the late Provincial Congress, which
is erased and aJtered; having been issued of the value of five
Dollars, it has been attempted to be changed to a Bill of
the value of ten Dollars, and the names.

81R: This Committee having received information that
some of the bills of the late emission of money struck by the
Congress for the publick service have been counterfeited, and
are now passing in your County, you are requested forth-
with to call the General Committee of the County together,
and take every step in your powfr to discover the counter-
feiter or counterfeiters, and those who have passed the said
bills, knowing them to be counterfeit. For this purpose YOll
are to order the persons accused to be brought before you,
and to examine on oath the witnesses for amI against the
accused, and transmit the whole of your proceedings to this
Committee, or to the Congre~s if they are sitting, that they
may make further order therem.

If uPQn the evidence that may be offered, your Commit-
tee shall be of opinion tbat any of the persons accused are
guilty, in that case you are forthwith to order them into
close custody; and if, upon the whole of the evidence, it
should appear to you doubt/ill whether they areguiJty, in
that case you are to take good security that the prisoner or
prisoners do appear befi)re the Congress at such time and
place as they may appoint. But, if after hearing the whole
of the evidence, you sbould be of opinion that the accused
are nw guilty, you are to discharge them.

We are, &c. .

To Thomas Thomas, Esquire, Chairman of the Committee
of Westchester County.
Ordered, That a copy of the said Letter be engrossed and

signed by the Chairman, and transmitted.

A draft of Instructions to Captain Hlilliam Rodgers,
Commander of the Armed Sloop _'Montgomery, were reported
by Mr. Randall, and read and approved, and are II) the
words following, to wit:

SIR: As the Armed Sloop Montgomery, whereof you arc
Commander, is now completely fitted in a warlike manner,
our orders are that you repair on board with your officers
and men, and proceed to sea, and act against the enemies
of the United Colonies, agreeable to your Instructions from
the Congress.

You are to cruise along shore 01) our coasts any where
between Sandy-Hook and Oape-May, or from 'sandy-Rook
to the east end of Long-Island. YOll are always to keep

.-
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some inlet under your lee, so that you may secure a retreat under four years old, until further order of the Provincial
fi'om a superior force. Be careful to send such prizes as Congress. And lest any famlers or butchers should be
you may take into some place of safety in the United Colo- so far lost to all sense of pub]ic:k virtue as to disregard this
pies. It is very necessary to have a good Pilot on board; recommendation concerning the increase of our flocks of
;,lnd also that you make yourself well acquainted on the Sheep, it is most ardently recommended to the inhabitants
coast. You are to assist any of the friends of the United of this City totally to aLstain from the purchase of Lamb,
Colonies by every means in your power, and. assist to c.arry and Q[ such Ewe mutton as they shall discover to have been,
them into some place of safety; and where dIfferent objects at the time of killing, under four years o]d; and are requested
for assistance offer at the same time, you are to give the pre- to report to this Committee, or the Provincial Congress, aU
fcrence to the vessels and inhabitants of this Colony. You such persons as shall attempt to selJ or purchase any Lamb-
are always, and by every opportunity, to advise the Provin- or Mutton contrary to this recommendation.
cial Congress or Committee of Safety of this Colony of your Ordered, That the foregoing Recommendations be forth-
proceedings. with published in all the pub]ick Newspapers in this Colony.

\Ve wish you success, and remain your friends and hum- The Committee adjourned to four o'clock, in the after-
ble servants. noon.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed by
0 0 .

the Chairman and deliveredto the said WilliamRogers. DIe VenerIs,4to ho. P. M., AprIl 19, 1776.
This Com~ittee havinO' taken into consideration the Re- The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

solutions and recommend;tions of the Continental Congress, Present Mr. "William Pauldinu, Chairman.
on the 21st of Jt[arch last, for promoting the growth of Hemp FOR NEW-Y oE~.-Mr. Scott, ~1r. Randall, Mr. SmJth,
and ~la~, and the incr~ase.of ",,:"001,and the erecting and Captain Denning, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Rutgers.
establIshIng ManufactorIes m thIs Colony, agl'eed upon an FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
essay and recommendations, in the words following, to wit: FOR DUTClIEss.-Mr. Everson.

.
In Committeeof Safety,New-York,Aprili9, 1776. FOR WESTCHEsTEJ;l.-lV[r, Pauldmg.

The Continental Congress have, by Resolve, on the ~lst FOR ORA~GE.-Mr. Cuyper.

of "Alarch last, recommended it to the several Assemblies, FOR KING s.-Mr. Van Brunt.
Conventions, and Councils or Committees of Safety, and FOR RICHMOND.-Mr. Bancker.

Committe,es of Correspondence and Inspection, that they Garret Kip and Benjamin Burroughs informed the Com-
ex,ert theIr utmost endeavours to promote, among other mittee of Safety that William Winterton, who was lately
dungs, the cultu.re of ~eI?p, Flax, ,and Cotton, and the employed in the Ministerial service on the Pest-Island, is in
grow~h of Wool m the Llllted Colollles.

"
this City, and may be apprehended.

It IS th~refore most earnestly recomme~ded to ~he tn~abl- Thereupon, a Warrant was nmde to Captain TVilliam Tfl.
tants of this Colony to attend to the followmg conslderattOns, Gilbert in the words followinO" to wit:
which, exclusive of the best rega:d to the ,publicko good, The 'Committee of Safety heing informed that William
m~st el~gage every F~rmer, from a .lust attentIon to hIs own Winterton, who was lately employed in the Ministeria] ser-
prIvate mterest, to the lllcrease of the staples of Hemp, Flax, vice, on the Pest-Island, is now in this City, and may be
and Wool.

'"
.. apprehended:By the restraln~s whl?h the Parhament of Great Bntazn Ordered, That Captain William W. Gilbert, or any other

have most tyran~l~ally Imposed on o~r commerc~, ,and the officer of the Mi]itia in this City, possessed of a copy of this
danger thenee arIsmg?n the exportatIon of Pf?vlslo.ns, the order, do exert himself (wi~h such of his corps or company
~1Usband~lan has no tnducement t.o employ his skill and as he may think proper to command on that service) to ap-
l~dustry 111the produc~ of those, articles, beY0!ld the neces- prehend the said William Winterton, and him safely keep,
81ty of home consumptIon. It IS therefore eVident that the and bring him before the Committee of Safety to be exa-
culture of grain must, und()r our present circumstances, na- mined.

. .

turalJy diminish. This diminution ought, from motives both
Th W t ' d t M W. TIl tk ' L ' t tf ', d bl ' k
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three weeks.laudable economy to devote a larger part of our lands than, ,,'.

usual to the culture of Hempoand F]ax and the pasturinO' Major "AlalcornJtlorrl$on havmg some tIme smce returned
of Sheep. '

<::>
his Commis?ion as Major and resigned, and Captain John

The present great scarcity of Linen and Woollen Goods Schenck belIlg reco,?mende? as a prop~r person to fill that
will be increased to a distressing degree by the continuance office, and the next m ra~k m that RegIment, .
of arbitrary Parliamentary restraints on our Trade, and pru- Ordered, ~ha.t ~aptam Joh~1 Schenck be appoIl1ted to
dent Continental restrictions on our imports; the latter of the vacant MajorIty m the RegIment of . . . . . .
which would, indeed1 necessarily fail, Were there no other A Letter from Egbert Benson, Esquire, Chairman of the
reasons for it than the want of sufficient exports to support Committee of Rhinebeck Precinct, Dutchess County, dated
them. From this scarcity we may, in a great measure, be the 13th instant, was read and filed.
relieved, without loss to the pub]ick, and with manifest:profit The said Letter informs that the Committee of the said
to the farmer, by improving our lands in such a manner as Precinct had lately committed ~MordecaiLester, Esq., and
will furnish both clothing and employment for our inhabi- a certain Frederick Kle~n, to the Jail in Kingston, in D~ter
tants. Qur soil and climate naturaJly invite us to it; but Ollr County, as the peace and security of the Precinct rendered
necessities, and the prosperity of the husbandman, clearly the confinement of those persons absolutely necessary; that
command it. It is doubtless the most advantageous use to the Committee at Kingston had requested of that Committee
which, in ordiQary times, we can apply our lanr!s; but, at to make provision for the support of the Prisoners they had
this juncture, the advantage will be so highly improved by sent there; that, in pursuance thereof, the Rhinebeck Com-
the enhanced prices of Hemp, Flax, and Wool, that every mittee had personally engaged for the support of Doughty,
farmer who neglects to take uncommon pains for the in- Lester, and Klein.
crease of those necessary articles, wiJl be most culpably The residue of the said Letter requested that means may
inattentive to the general weal, and his own private inte- be devised to make the maintenance of these Prisoners a
rest. Little, therefore, would need to be said on this head, publick charge, and assigned reasons for such request.
were we not urged to it by its vast importance. For this On reading the said Letter from Egbert Benson, Esquire,
reason, this CQmmitteedo earnestly recommend it to every Chairman of Rhinebeck Precinct,
farmer in this Colony to exert himself to raise large quan- Resolved and Ordered, That the Committee of Kinuston
tities of Hemp and Flax, and to increase his stock and im- in Ulster County, be requested to furnish to Frederick. Kleyn:
prove his breed of Sheep. And in order to increase the a prisoner now confined in the Jail at Kingston by order of
breed of S~Ieep,it is earnestly, recommended to the inhabi- the Comn~i~teeof Rhinebeck Pree!nct, in putchess County,
tantsof this Colony not. to kIll any Lambs nor any Ewes such ProVIsionsas he may necessarIly stand m need of for his

FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v. 92
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subsistance during his confinement, and that the said Com-
mittee transmit an account of the expense to tbis Committee,
.01'the Provincial Congress of this Colony, for payment.

Ordered further, That the said Committee of Ki:ngston
be requested to provide, in the same manner, for Timothy
Doughty and ~Mordecai Lester, other Prisoners in the same
Jail, provided it shall appear to the satisfaction of the said
Committee that they have not estates or means sufficient to
enable them to provide for themse\ ves.

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Rhinebeck Pre-
.cinct was read and approved of; and is in the words follow-
ing, to wit:

GENTI,F.Io1EN:Your letter of the 13th instant, directed to
the member attending from the County of Dutchess, was
this day presented by Mr. Everson, and immediately taken
into consideration.

The Committee, confiding in the prudence of the Rhine-
beck Committee in apprehending and securing those per-
sons whose conduct is inimical, and where their confinement
is absolutely necessary for the peace and security of the
Precinct, high]y approve of your conduct with respect to
D01ighty, Lester, and Rlein.

Enclosed is the copy of an order transmitted to the Com-
mittee of Kingston, relative to the support of your prisoners,
now in their custody.

As the meeting of a new Congress is near at hand, this
Committee does not think it prudent to make the order
more general at present, leaving the matter for the conside-
ration of Congress on future application.

'Ve are, gentlemen, your very humble servants.
To the Chairman and Members of the Committee of Rhine-

beck Precinct, Dutchess County.
.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the Chairman, and rransmitted.

1

Die Sabbati, 10 ho. A. 1\1., April 20,1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: William PauldinU', Chairman. .
FOR NEW-Y ORK.-Colonel McDougall, Mr. Denning, Mr.

Randall, Mr. Rutgers.
FOR St:FFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Van Brunt.
FOR WEsTcHEsTER.-Mr. Pauld!:ng.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR RICHIo1oND.-lVIr. Bancker.

A Letter from the Committee of Orange County, dated
the 18th instant, was read and filed. They thereby recom-
mend Mr. Seth Marvin for a Captain, and Joshua Brown
for First Lieutenant of a Company in the four Regiments of
Continental Troops raising in this Colony.

Ordered, That Mr. Seth ]}larvin, who is attending, be
informed that there is not at present any vacancy for a Cap-
tain, as the returns of the warrants issued by Congress are
not received.

Another Letter from the Committee of Orange County,
dated the same day, was also read. They thereby request
a copy of the resolution of Congress allowing a certain sum
out of the Treasury for the use of their County Committee,
and have therein inserted an order for the payment of the
said money to Mr. Seth ]}larvin, the bearer.

Mr. Seth Marvin was informed that, for want of money,
the said order cannot be complied with.

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Orange, was read
and approved of, and is in the words following, to wit:

SIR: The order of the Committee of the 18th instant,
for payment of the money allotted to your CO\Jnty, has been
received and read. Weare sorry to be obliged to infonn
YOll that the drafts on our Treasury have been so great that
it is become empty. We hope soon to have it replenished.

A copy of the order of Congress, for advancing to your
County two hundred pounds, will be forwarded to you by
the next opportunity. If you should appoint any other
person to receive the money hereafter, you will please to
,draw an order similar to the one now sent, mentioning the
,name of the person whom you shall direct to receive it.

Weare, respectfully, sir, your humble servants.

.ToE{ih1!-JUarvin, Esq., Chairman of the Committee of
Orange County.

CaptainWynk'oop requested an order to tbe Contractor
to supply him with Rations of Provisions for his Mariners
inlisted for the service on the Lakes. '

.

Ordered, That Mr. Abraham Livingston ii-om time to
time supply Captain Jacobus Wynkoop with Rations, from
Monday last, included, while he continues in this City, for
the Seamen raised for the service on the Lakes, and for the
said Captain, according to Captain TfTynkoop's Returns,
taking receipts for the same.

Mr. Chairman informed this Committee that a certain
Isaac lVevaro is confined in the JaiJ; that he has made
inquiry, and finds that he has been there committed without
any, or on slight grounds.

Ordered, That Alexander Moncrief, tbe Keeper of the'
Jail set apart for the confinement of Prisoners committed
by order of the Provincial Congress, tbis Committee, or the
General Committee of this City, be, and he is hereby, direct-
ed to discharge Isaac -,Vevaro from his confinement; and
that he be permitted to go at large.

Die :\fercurii, lObo. A. M., April 24, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present:
FOR N EW-Y oRK.-ColonellUcDougall, Mr. Van Zandt,

Mr. Randall, Mr. Evert Bancker, Major Stoutenburgh.
FOR ALBA~'Y.-Mr. Ootholldt.
FOR WEsTcHEsTER.-Colonel Van Cortlandt, Colonel Jo-

seph Drake.
FOR DUTcHEss.-Mr. Everson.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tn:dwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR KING'S.-l\Ir. Polhemus.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adria'n Baneker.

Colonel Pierre Van Cortlandt was unanimously chosen
Chairman.

Captain Jacobus Wynkoop attended the Committee, anc1
informed that he has in]isted the number of Seamen wanted
for the Lakes, and is ready to proceed by the first opportu-
nity, which he expects will be to-morrow; and requested a
Letter to General Schuyler, informing him on what condi-
tions Mr. Wynkoop has entered into the service.

Ordered, That one of the Secretaries prepare a draft of
such a Letter.

Mr. Randall, of the Marine Committee, informed that he
had at different times waited on the Genera], and spoken to
him about the Armed Vessels fitted out by this Colony, of
which the General had requested the ]oan; that agreeable
to the sentiments of the Committee of Safety on a former
day, hc had oftered one or both of the Sloops to the Genera1
on Continental account; that the General appeared disin-
clined to take them, or either of them, on those conditions;
that the Marine Committee h;td agTeed to lend him two of the
vessels for service in the bay, and to send the third to sea.
Mr. Randall further reported, that Captain Sm/:th has only
twelve men, and wants eighteen more to man the Sloop
Schuyler; and that the General intimates that if he supplies
the other men wanting in the said sloop, he would expect to
appoint the master and officers on bo:ml.

Captain James Smith was called in. He says that he does
not expect that he can inlist the men wanting in the said
sloop in. this City, but imagines that he could get them in
the neighbourhood in the East River.

Ordered, Tbat Mr. Randall wait on the General and. in-
form him that the Committee are ready to lend the Sloop
Schuyler to the General, agreeable to former promise, as soon
as a sufficient number of men can be obtained for her; and
that if the General chooses to take the said sloop on Con-
tinental account, at the expense of her purchase and outfit,
she shall be delivered to his order.

Colonel.McDougall returned to the Committee the War-
rant formerly issued to Mr. Lightburne, as Second
Lieutenant of Captain Tfyley's Company, in the First Re-
giment, Mr. Lightburne having resigned.

Ordered, That a Warrant be issued to lIenry Douw Trip,
as Second Lieutepant in Captain Wyley's Company, in the
stead of Mr. Lightburne, on condition that he inlist and bring
to the Company thirty men in three weeks.

Mr. Francis Child attended and was admitted. He in-
forrrlEidthe Committee that five Prisoners, who were formerly
confined below, under the care of Moncrief, are now in the
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upper Jails among the debtors, where they are very trouble-
some, and do great mischief j that the Provost-Marshal
refilses to let them be below in the prison; and Mr. Child
requests that they may be removed out of the Sheriff's pri-
son. Mr. Child further informed that the Provost-Marshal
has maltreated the turnkey of the Jail, and 50me other per-
sons in the Jail, without any provocation.

Ordered, That Mr. Randall inform the General that the
Provost-Marshal's conduct is very troublesome to the Jailer
and his Prisoners, and inconsistent with peace and good order
in the Jail; and that he further inform that the Jail does
not contain rooms sufficient to admit the Provost-Marshal
to continue there with his Prisoners, consistent with the

, safety of the Prisoners in the custody of the Sheriff, and of
those committed by the Provincial Congress, the Committee
of Safety, and the General Committee of this City, for con-
duct inimical to the liberties of this country.

And Ordered, That Alerander Moncrief, the Jailer of
the Provincial Congress of this Colony, take the care and
charge of WilliarnlHcDermot, William Alder, Joseph Wool-
combe, Thomas Remington Harris, and Will!am Metc~lf,
into his custody, together with a]] the other PrIsoners wInch
were heretofol'ein his custody, and confine them in the room
or Jail below, where they were formerly confined.

And Ordered, That the said Alera~,der -Moncrief have
and keep the key of the said room, and the care and cus-
tody of all the said Prisoners, without any intel'rnption, until
further order of the Provincial Congress, or of this Commit-
tee of Safety.

And Ordered further, That if Thomas Vernon* shall
hereafter behave refractory, or do any damage to the place
of his confinement during the time that he shall be a pri-
soner, that in sueh case the'said Jailer do eonfine the said
Thomas Vernon in irons, or otherwise, at his discretion.

Captain Nathan Pearce, Jun., from Dutchess County,
attending, was admitted. He produced his warrant, dated
th~ 27th of February last, in whieb Dusenberry and Platt
are named as his Lieutenants, and Thornton as his Ensign.
Captain Pearce reported that he has sixty-two men who are
inlistecl and ready for service, and requests directions.

Ordered, That Captain Nathan Pearce, with his Offi-
cers and Company, be a part of Colonel Ritzema's Regi-
ment, and that he immediately apply to Colonel Ritzema
and take his directions.

And Ordered further, That Captain Pearce apply to the
County Committee, or to the Committees of the Precincts
in Dutchess County, to supply his men with Blankets, and
with as many such good Arms as are fit for use, of those
taken from disaffeeted persons in their County, as will be
sufficient to arm his whole Company; and all Committees
in that County are requested to exert themselves to supply
this Company, and all the other Companies inlisted in that
County, with Blankets and good Arms.

Die Mercurii, 4to ho. P. M., April 24, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. .
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman.

FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Evert Bancker, Mr. Randall, Cap-
tain Denning.

FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FaR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
. The humble .'ldd,-css of THO~US VERYO:"f.-To the hono1lrable the

Committee oj NEw-YORK.

GENTLEMEN: T hope these few Jines will move you into a considera-
tion to consider on the distressed circumstance of a poor prisoner, who
has a sickly wife, and a great family, having nothing to support them
with but by my daily labour, and being bereft of it, it will be the reasoft
of my family eaming on the Purish. I have been confined for thirty
days, in a dark dungeon, without the least assistance of pTOvision, except
from my own family, and but very little of that. Lord Stirling has been
her~ last Sunday, and has discharged some of the prisoners, and, at
the same time, said he would discharge me; but he left it to the disposal
of the Committee, and did imagine they had given me a hearing before
this. I should be very much obligated to the gentlemen of the Committee
if they would be so kind as to give me a hearing this afternoon, as I may
know what is alleged against me; antI shall conclude with the assistance
of anything that pos~ibly lies in my power, for the glorious and hono\!r-
able cause of JbncI'ica.

I remain, gentlemen, yonr most faithful and trusty servant,
TaoMAs VERNON.

To the Honourable tbe Committee of Safety of tb(j City of ,Vew-Yo/-k'.

FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Colonel V. Cortlandtr
FOR RIcmwND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker,

A Letter fromCaptainAndrew Billing~, of the 22d of
April instant, was ree~ived and read. He therein request,.
ed a determination of this Committee, that Subaltern om-
eel'Smay contInue in his service. The recommendation from
the County Committee of Dutchess County, recommending
the Snbaltern Officers of Captain Billings's Company, was
also read. They thereby recommend David Baldwin for
First Lieutenant, Elihu :Marshall for Seeond Lieutenant,
and Thomas Cole, Ensign.

Ordered, That those gentl~men stand confirmed as the
Subaltern Officers of Captain Billings's Company.

The Letter from Captain Andrew Billings, of the 11th
instant, was read. He therein mentions two Guns, to wit:
a Musket and Fowling-piece found by his men, bid in straw
under a barn at J\Irs. Str-icker's farm, in the Out -"J1ardof
the City of -,-Vew-York, and mentions the partieulars relating
thereto; that he had left a billet in writing, informing :Mr.
Staple that he had taken the Arms, and would keep them
until he received orders.

Ordered, That a Letter be written to Captain Billings,
directing him to get the Arms valued by persons who are
competent judges of their price; that he deliver the Muske~
to such one of his soldiers as may choose to take it at the
valuation; and that he retain the Fowling-piece till further
order, and inform the Provincial Congress or Committee of
Safety of the valuation of each.

SIR: Both of your Jelters were delivered by Lieutenant
Marshall, and immediately taken into consideration. En-
closedis a certifiedcopy of the determinationof this Com-
mittee with respeet to your subalterns.

As to the arms taken at J\frs. Stricker's on your passage
up, you are directed to have them vaJued by persons who
are competent judges of their price. The musket you may
put in the hands of such one of your soldiers as may choose
to take it at the valuation; the fowling-piece you are to
retain until further order, and inform the Provincial Congress
or Committee of Safety of the valuation of eaeh.

Weare informed that :Mrs. Str£cker has made great com-
plaints of the rudeness of your men when at her house, by
treating her with indecent language, and carrying off eggs,
and bed-clothes,&c. We hopeyou wilIexertyo~rselfand
prevent such behaviour in future, especiaIly towards a female,
and that you will see that compensation is made, if the com-
plaint is well founded.

Weare, sir, your very humble servants.
By order.

To Captain Andrew Billings, Fort Montgomery.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the Chairman, and transmitted.

Several weeks being elapsed since the extracts of the Re-
solutions of the Continental Congress, and the recommen-
dations of this Committee for the disarming of disaffected
persons, were despatehed to the County Committees; no
Returns being as yet made, and Arms much wanted for the
Troops, the following draft of a Letter, to be sent to the
County Committees, was read and approved of, viz:

In Committee of Safety, New-York, April 24, 1776.

SIR: As it must be evident at first sight, that troops with-
out arms will be only a useless expense to the publick, we
hoped that, on the receipt of the former directions for carry-
ing into execution the resolutionsof the ContinentaJCon-
gress for disarming disaffected persons, the Committees would
have complied with a measure of such evident necessity with.
out delay. But as we have not heard what steps have been
taken in consequence thereof in your County, we think it
necessary to 'request that you wiII exert yourself to cause
the said resolution of the C6ntinental Congress to be fully
exeeuted, if not already done in your County, aceording
to said directions, as soon as possible, for arms are much
wanted.

Weare, most respectfully, sir, your very humble servants.

Ordered, That several copies of the above Letter be en~
grossed, and signed by the Chairman, and that the Secret~.
ries direct and transmit one to the Chairman of eaeh County
Committee in this Colony.

Captain Jacobus Rosekrans attending, with sundry other
...
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Officers, they were admitted. Captain Rosekrans requested
Crocus or Beds for his Company.

Ordr;red, That Colonel Curtenius deliver to Captain
Rosekrans Crocus or Beds for it full Company, and take
his receipt for the same.

Captain Abraham Swartwout, of Dutchess County, re-
quested the supply of sundry articles engaged to the Troops
raised in this Colony, for fifty men inlisted in his Company.

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius deliver to Captain
Swartwout a due proportion of each article, (ordered to be
provided for the Troops raising for the defence of this Co-
lony,) for fiftymen of his Company, and take his receipt for
the same.

And Ordered fitrther, That Colonel Curtenius deliver to
Captain John Belknap a due proportion of each article or-
dered to be provided for the Troops raising for the defence
of this Colony, for a full Company, and take a receipt for
the same.

Die Jovis, 10 ho. A. M., April 25, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Major Stoutenburgh, Mr. Van Zandt,

Mr. Prince, Mr. Randall, Capt. Denning, Colonel Lott,
Mr. &ott, Mr. liJvert Bancker.

FOR ALBANY.- Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR KING'S.-~fr. Polhemus.
FOR ORA:'<GE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Mr. Van Cortlandt.
FOR RrcHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.

A Letter from Walter Livingston, Esq., dated at Albany,
on the 7th day of April instant, was read. For the reasons
therein mentioned, requesting that four hundred barrels of
Pork may be sent to him for the use of the Northern Army,
to be replaced by the like quantity ordered from Connecticut
by Contractors appointed by General Lee,

Ordered, That 1\'1r. Van Zandt and lVIr.Randall wait on
General Washington, and show him the said Letter.

Messrs. Van Zandt and Randall returned, and reported
that the General had informed them that the four hundred
barrels qf Pork ordered from Connecticut was coming down,
and might be soon expected, and that it win go to Albany
without unloading; but that the General requested that the
said Letter might be shown to Colonel Trumbull, Commis-
sary-General.

Ordered, That one of the Secretaries show the said Let-
ter to Colonel Trumbull.

Ale:rander l'rloncrief informed the Committee, that the
Provost-Marshal of the Army refuses to let him have the
use of the Jail.Room which he formerly had, and that he is
thereby hitherto prevented from obeying the order of this
Committee, given to him yesterday with relation to sundry
Prisoners therein named. *

Mr. Randall informed the Committee that his son has an
inclination to purchase the Sloop Bishop of Landaff, and

. NEW-YORK, .Ilpril24, 1776.

HONOURABLE SIR: I went according to your direction to Colonel
Mi.fJlin; I gave your compliments to the Colonel, desiring ifhe would be
pleased to hear my complaint on the Provost-Marshal of the Army, and to
give me redress for the abuse he gave me. Hi~ Honour was pleased to
say he would look into it, and put a stop to the rude proceedings of said
Provost-Marshal. Whether Colonel ~"W.fJlinhas spoken to him on that
subject. I cannot tell; but still the said Provost goes on at me with most
scandalou~ abuse, that the like I never got since ever I could remember
myself. So much of this abuse proceeds from clashes and lies that Thomas
Varnom, hatter, now Il prisoner in Jail, told on me to the said Provost:
that when I had the prisoners in charge, that I used them ill, and barba-
rousJy abused them; likewise drew money from the treasury for prison-
ers, and never gave said moneys to them, but they were obliged to main-
tain thelI)selve~. Thi~ tbe Provost-Marshal upbraids me with, in a clamo-
rous and satirick manner, by the base report of that infamous liar, J' arnom;
Ilnd wher. this matter is tried and examined, I will prove said J'arnom to
be an infamous fellow; and for my part am confident that I am innocent
of what is laid to my charge, and will prove myself to be a person faith-
ful to trust, and an honest man; requesting of your Honour to bring
this matter to a trial or examination.

The Provost-Marshal is very much concerned about J'arnom. He finds
a vast many faults with the Committee of Safety for detaining of said
Varnon! in prison, and promises him he wj]] appJy to the Commander-

in-Chief for his enlargement, or releascment out uf prison.
I am, your most obedient servant,

ALEXANDE\t MONCRIEF.

To the Honourable Colonel McDougall, Ne7v-York.

therefore he would not choose to be concerned in making the
sale. -

Mr. Van Zandt informed the Committee that Mr. Robert
Randall had offered four hundred Pounds for the saicj Sloop,
and he requested their ad vice in the premises. The Com-
mittee were of opinion that the said Sloop is worth more,
and desired that Mr. Robert Randall should be informed
thereof, and know the utmost that he would offer.

A Letter from Colonel Gilbert Drake,* dated the 24th
instant, was read and filed. He thereby informs that Captain
Hyat with his Officers ha ve seventy men ready for the ser-
vice; that on eI)couragement formerly given him, he has
waited to know if there is any vacancy for the Company. .
Captain IIyat was desired to call in the afternoon.

Two Letters from General Washington, one dated the
20th and the other the 24th, were read.

Ordered, That they be delivered to Mr. Scott to prepare
a draft of an Answer.

Ordered, That Colonel Me Dougall be desired to make
a Return of the state of his Regiment to this Committee,
with all possible despatch.

A draft of a Letter to Major-General Schuyler, to be de--
livered by Captain Wynkoop, was read and approved, and is
in tht:] words following, to wit:

In Committe.~ of Safety, New.York, April 25, 1776.

SIR: Y 0111'letter of the 8th ultimo, requesting seamen for
the service on the lakes, came to hand on the 16th. The
Provincial Congress on that day sent Captain Wynkoop to
Major Douglass on that subject. His answer was not satis-
factory. The Committee of Safety wrote to him.

.
His

letter in answer was in our opinion indeterminate. Captain
Wynkoop was ready for the service, but refused to serve
under Major Douglass. The Committee of Safety imme..
diately recommended Captain Wynkoop to Congress for the
command, enclosing copies of all the letters on that subject,
and requesting they would give immediate directions, which
we have not yet received. On the 13th il1stant, on sight
of your letter to the General, we found that Major Douglass
was gone to Connecticut. We then prevailed on Captain
l¥ynkoop to undertake that service, on condition to have
leave to resign and leave that department if any person
should arrive there to take the command of the vessels as his
superior. Nothing but the pressing necessity of the case,
an attachment to the service, the cause of his country, and
to you, sir, as his General, would have prevailed on Cap-
tain Wynkoop to inlist the men, and proceed to put the ves..
sels in order, under the present uncertainty of his station.
Should the appointment of a superior oblige him to quit that
department, we hope, sir, it will not be considered to his dis-
advantage.

It was not in our power to send you seamen without an
officer. \Ve assure you, sir, that we have done everything
in our power in this matter; and had it not been for the
difficulties which arose from the appointment of Major
Douglass, you would have had the seamen in due season,
and in the month of March.

Weare, with the highest respect and esteem, sir, your
very humble servants.

To Major-General Sclmyler.

Ordered, That a copy thereof be engrossed, and signed
by the Chairman, and transmitted.

A Letter from Samuel Tucker, Esquire, President of the
Committee of Safety of the Province of New-Jersey, wa.3
read and filed, in the words following. viz :

"In Committee of Safety, New-1.h~nswick, ApriJ 20, 177ti.

"
GENTLEMEN: This day were brought before us, three

persons belonging to Westchester County, in your Province,

. .!lPril 24, I776.-DE.<n SIR: I take the freedom to write to you by
Captain Ifyat, the bearer hereof, to let you know that I have kept llyat
back till this day not to join the Continental Regiments; and, .ir, if you
remember, that it was agreed in the Committee that if all the warrants
were returned in by fVednesday, and Captain Hyat would come down
with a list of his men for a company, that he should have a commission
with his officers. Sir, he tells me that he, with his lieutenants, have got
about seventy men ready, if he can get the commission, to join any regi-
ment in the Continental service. Sir, I hope that you will assist and
forward thl' expedition, and not let it be deferred for want uf m{jn, when

so good a company offers.
From yours to serve,

To John Jlfol'i'l Scott, Esquire.
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who, for some time past, have been on board the ship Lady
Gage, and'lately deserted from thence, at Sandy-Hook, and
put themselves under the protection of our guard at the High-
lands of Neversink; their names are Henry Smith, Isaac Hor-
ton, and Stephen Daniels; by whose examinations it appears
that one Thomas Gibson, living at the Fishkills, hath inlist-
ed a number of persons in your Government for the King's
Army; that a boat was lately sent from the ships-of-war to
Hempstead, on l~ong-Island, for provisions, and not returned
when they left the ship two days past; that one Robert
Hambkton, a schoolmaster, had inlisted a number of men
now on board the King's ships, and was gone to Westchest(;r
to inlist more, (Smith and Daniels, it appears, were inlisted
by said Gibson.) Horton says he was impressed on board the
Asia last month. These persons will soon be sent to you.

"By order of the Committee of Safety of New-Jersey.
"I am, gentlemen, your most obedient servant,

"SAMUEL TUCKER, President.

" To the Honourable the Provincial Congress or Committee
of Safety, New-York."

A Letter and Recommendation from the Committee of
King's District, in the County of Albany, recommending
Thadd{;us Noble as a Gunsmith, was read and filed, and is
in the words following, to wit:

"King's District,April 18, A. D. 1776.
"GENTLEMEN: Thaddeus lVobk, gunsmith, of this Dis-

trict, has made application to us, the Committee of the said
District, for our recommendation in his behalf to your Com-
mittee, as an able workman at his trade or occupation of
gunmaking. Being willing to lend said Noble our assis-
tance in such a necessary and laooable business at such a
time as this, when muskets are so much needed to defend
our natural rights and liberties against the potent power of
Great Britain, we do accordingly hereby recommend said
Noble as a workman at said business, so far as we are ac-
quainted therein, and can inform that we have often seen of
his said work, and that it has been generally to the accept-
ance of the publick. And as said Noble may not bt;able
to procure all such materials as may be necessary for carry-
ing on said business, if you, gentlemen, should contract with
said Noble for making muskets, &c., if he should want
money for any part of the business, we desire you to furnish
him therewith to the amount of thirty pounds, if he requires
that sum; and, on his failure, we will be accountable for
the same; and any order that you shall have occasion to
give from time to time in the premises, we shall readily
obey. If you grant said request, please to let this Com-
mittee know, and the terms, &c.

"
Gent]emen, we are your very obedient servants.

"In the name and behalf of said Committee,
"MATTHEW ADGATE, Chairman.

"To the Committee of Safety of the Province of New- York."
The said Thaddeus Nobk was called in to the Committee.

They conversed with him on the subject of the said Letter,
and he was desired to attend again at five of the clock in
the afternoon.

The Committee adjourned to four o'clock, in the afternoon.

Die Jovis, 4to ho. P. M., April 25, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman.
FOR N EW-Y oRK.-Mr. Scott, Mr. Randall, Colonelltlc-

Dongall, Colonel Brasher, Major Stontenburglt, Mr.
Prince.

FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR ALBANy.-lVIr. Oothoudt.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Colonel Cortlandt.
FOR RICH!\IOND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.

Colonel McDougall informed the Committee that Gene-
ral Washington requested of the Committee a copy of all
the late Resolutions of the Continental Congress relative to
the Fortifications in the Highlands.

Ordered, That the Secretaries transcribe copies of the
said Resolutions, and deliver the same to the General.

Captain Heman Allen attending, was admitted. He de-
livered a Letter from Major-General Schuyler, as to sundry

demands of Captain Allen not within his department; also a
Certificate from Richard Varick, the General's Secretary,
certifying the number of men he had in service last year,
with some other matters relative thereto. He also delivered
a Muster-RoU of his Company, and a number of Accounts
for Blankets, the use of Arms, Clothing, and Money, by him
advanced, Commissions and Moneys by him received and
paid, &c.; whereby he claims a balance of upwards of three
hundred and ten Pounds.

Ordered, That the said Letter and Accounts be referred
to the Auditors.

Colonel McDougall informed the Committee that Gene-
ral Washington had permitted Lord Drwrnmond and Doctor
Peter Middleton to go passengers in a vessel they procured
for that purpose, to Bermuda, on their parole of honour not
to communicate any information or inteJligence whatever,
and in substance the same as the Affidavit hereinafter writ-
ten; that the General submitted it to this Committee to
take such Oaths of Secrecy of the Master, Mariners, and
other passengers going in the said Sloop, as the Committee
should think proper.

Thereupon the following Oath was administered to John
Hedly, the Master, Thomas W. Kenny, the Mate, and to
Nicltolas Vineyard, Clwrles Le Tellier, and John Rose-

. mary, Mariners of the Sloop Charming Polly:

"
You do severally solemnly swear upon the Holy Evan-

gelists of Almighty God, that you will not communicate any
information or intelligence whatever, either by word or wri~ ,

ting, to any person or persons whomsoever, in any place
whatsoever, relative to the state of the Army or Navy of
the United Colonies in America, or any part thereof, or of
any Fortifications erecting for the defence of this City and
Colony, or of any other part of America; that you will take
every care and precaution to avoid speaking with any Bri-
tish vessel or vessels belonging to the British Navy, and
that you will not take any person or persons on board of
your vessel but such as shall have permission from General
1JTashington, or this Committee."

John McAdam and Henry Nicoll, two passengers intend-
ing to go on board of the said Sloop to Bermuda, and Robert
Clteesly, a Servant to Lord Drummond, severaUy attended
the Committee, and were respectively sworn in the words of
the Oath above-mentioned, except the last sentence relative
to taking passengers or other persons on board of the said
vessel.

A Letter fi'om General Washington, dated the 20th in-
stant, which had been before read, was again read, and now
filed, and is in the words following, to wit:

"
April 20, 1776.

"
GENTLEMEN: I thank you for the polite and ready

attention you paid to my requisition of the 17th instant.
When the civil and military powers co-operate, and afford
mutual aid to each other, there can be little doubt of things
going wcU. J have now to request the favour of your infor-
mation in what manner and in what time a body of two thou-
sand or two thousand five hundn~d Militia might be collected
from this Colony for actual service, upon any sudden emer-
gency. Although we may not, and T trust in God shall not
have occasion for their aid, common prudence does, never-
theless, dictate the expediency of a preconcerted plan for
calling them in, that, in case of necessity, they may be drawn
together in proper corps without tumult or disorder, and at
the same time with the utmost expedition. This will not be
the case if men are not regularly imbodied, and notified that
they are to step forth at a moment's warning.

"
The idea which strikes me as the most proper to be pur-

sued at present, is, to establish, out of the Continenta] forces,
gqod look-out~ on the heights and headlands, (at the entrance
of the harbour,) who, upon the appearance of a fleet, shall
make such signals as, being answered from place to place,
shall convey the earliest intel]igence to Head-Quarters, of
the strength and approach of the enemy; these signa]s, for
greater certainty, to be followed by expresses, and then, in
case anything formidable should appear, for the Committee
of Safety (if sitting, if not, to those to whom the power sball
be delegated,) upon application from the commanding offi-
cer of the Continental forces, to order in one, two, or more
battalions, as the exigency of the case may require; or, for
greater despatch, such Militia, or part of them, as shalJ be
allotted to this service by the Committee, might be a,ssemp
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bled (if in the town or its vicinity) by signals to be agreed
on. A mode of proceeding of a similar kind concerted with
Jersey would bring in a reinforcement speedily, and without
those irregularities and unnecessary expenses which but too
fj'equently attend the movement of Militia. ,

"Thns, gentlemen, I have expressed my sentiments to
you upon the occasion. Your prudence will suggest to you
the necessity of adopting these, or other methods of a like
nature; and your wisdom will point out the most effectual
and expeditious manner of carrying them into execution; I
therefore submit them to your consideration; and am, with
very great respect, gentlemen, your most obedient and very
humble servant,

"GEORGE W ASJ-IINGTON.

"
To the Chairman of the Committee of Safety for the Co-
lony of New- York."

Another Letter fi'om General Washington, dated the 24th
instant, was also read and filed, and is in the words follow-
ing, to wit:

"New-York, April 24, 1776.

"
GENTLEMEN: It being necessary that I should know the

number of troops to compose the Army here, I must reqnest
. the favour of ybUr honourable body to inform me how many
regiments are raising in this Province for the Continental
service by order of Congress, and what their state is as to.
men and arms. From the accounts I have had, I have
reason to fear there is a great deficiency in the latter, which,
at a crisis when nothing else seems left to decide the con-
test we are engaged in, is truly alarming, and calls aloud on
every power for their. utmost exertions to procure them.
The pleasing and ready assurances I have received from
you, to co-operate with me in every measure advancive of
the common cause, leave me no room to doubt but proper
steps will be pursued for obtaining them, and lead me to
ask what expectations and source you ha've for getting a
supply.

"If any officers have been commissioned by you, I shall
be obliged by having a list of their appointments.

"
I have been informed that there is a number of arms at

JUngston, that were taken from the Tories in Dutchess
County; if so, are they not at your disposal, and can they be
had?

"I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect and esteem,
your most obedient servant,

"GEORGE 'V ASHINGTON."

A draft of an Answer to the two Letters received of Ge-
neral Washington, was read, and approved of, and is in the
words following, to wit:

In Committee of Safety, New-York, April 25,1776.

SIR: The polite sensibility with which you have bef'n
pleased to treat onr attention to your requisition of the 17th
instant, affords us singular pleasure. Convinced with you
that there can be little doubt that things will go well under
a harmonious co-operation of the civil and military power,
permit us once more, sir, to assure you of our most vigorous
exertions in seconding your efforts in the common cause.

We wish it were in our power immediately to inform you
in what time a body of two thousand or two thousand five
hundred Militia might be col]ected from this Colony for ac-
tual service on a sudden emergency. Although we do not
at present foresee that emergency, it may nevertheless hap-
pen. It is therefore our indispensable duty to be provided
with a plan for calling them in with the utmost despatch,
well equipped, and without disorder; and this we are fi]lIy
convince"d cannot be effected without a preconcerted plan.
To this end, we would request an explanation, whether you
would \-vish the proposed aid shou]d exclude or include the
Militia of this Citro As soon, sir, as we are favoured with
an explanation on this head, we shall lose no time in forming
an arrangement for so important a service; we flatter our-
selves, however, that, in either case, the required number will,
upon such steps as we shall take, be ready at a very short
warning; and lest necessity should require the aid in any
small interval of adjournment of this Committee, we shall
take care to have our place supplied by a sub-Committee,
to comply with the application of the Commander-in-Chief,
whenever the exigency of affairs shall require it.

Give us leave, sir, to express our approbation of the plan
you propose for establishing good look-outs. And as you
very properly judge it best that they be made out of the

Continental forces, we can only assure you that, upon no-
tice of the approach of danger, or on any other necessity for
the assistance of the Militia, all the succours in our power to
command shall be most cheerfully and speedily contributed.
.We shall consider of a necessary signal, on such occasion:;,
which may, perhaps, be best settled, when we know that
which, besides expresses, is to convey intelligence to the Com-
mander-in-Chief from the look-outs you propose to establish.
The whole plan would, perhaps, be best formed in concert
with New-Jersey, the vicinity of which will afford this City
as speedy succours as the nearest Counties in this Colo-
ny. On this head, we are ready, sir, if you should think
it necessary, to appojnt a Committee, to meet you for settling
the arrangement, especially as we cannot sufficiently thank
you for the confidence you are pleased to place in us. WOe

cannot think of taking so momentous a matter entirely upon
oursel ves.

We heartily wish it were in our power to inform you of
the present state of the New- York Continental Troops. The
number of troops to be raised by us, and destined by Con-
gress for the protection and defence of this Colony, is fOllr
battalions. Besides these, there is one battalion for the Ca-
nada service, directed to be commanded by Colonel Van
Schaick, an inhabitant in the northern part of this Colony.
This regiment was naturally to be recruited in that quart~r.
For this reason, the moneys sent to us for that purpose by
Congress, we immediately sent to General Schuyler, who has
the forming of that battalion solely under his direction.

With respect to the four battalions, Congress has thought
proper to put them under our immediate direction, savinO'
in the appointment of Field-Officers, the right of appoint~
ing out of our recommendation. The Field-Officers are
all appointed, and a list of them is subjoined. We have
issued warrants to all the officers under that degree. \Ve
have taken the necessary steps for filling up the ~battalions,
and for enforcing a return of their present state, with which
we will furnish you as soon as we are possessed of them.
The list of those under the degree of Field-Officers is so mu-
tabl~ in its nature, that it would answer no purpose to trou-
ble you with it now. Their warrants are all conditional in
their nature. If any of them are negligent or unfortunate
in recruiting, they must give way to new appointments, for
~e are determined to fill the four battalions with the utmost
expedition; and for this purpose, we have ordered returns.
When the arrangement is settled, it shall be laid before
you.

You cannot, sir, feel more sensibly than we do at the
prospect of a deficiency of arn1S, at a crisis when we are
compelled by Great Bn:tain to the last appeal, in which we
must, without arms, necessarily prove unequal combatams.
We should therefore esteem ourselves deaf to the most alarm-
ing call, should we not exert our every power to procUl'e
them. When the affair of Lexington proclaimed the war,
this Colony was extremely destitute of arms. Our brethren
of New-England, who were first called on for the defence of
Amcn:can liberty, purchased many arms from our inhabi-
tants. Our Colony troops were supplied last year with arms
at our Provincial expense. Most of those still remain in the
Canada service. These considerations, together with our
ineffectual attempts to obtain foreign supplies, increase the
difficulty of arming our battalions. Weare not, however,
without hopes of succeeding. We have made several con-
tracts already with manufacturers.. \Ve have published et1-
couragement for people in that branch. \Ve shall continue'
to make as many contracts for the purpose, as we shall fi'om
time to time have in our power. We have also directed the
Committees jn the several Counties to purchase arms, and
we hope we shall be able to furnish our four battalions. The
number already furnished by our Commissary is three hUt1-
dred and eleven. HtJ has still on hand a few. We have
reason to believe m~ny of our troops will come provided,
and, upon the whole, we shall not be very deficient in so ma-
terial an article. Colonel Ritzema is authorized to send an
officer into the different Counties wherein his officers have
recruited, for the purpose of collecting from the Committees
the arms that have been taken from the disaffected inhabi-
tants ; and as we have given repeated and pressing orders to
the Committees to execute the Continental resolve for dis-
arming Tories, we hope for some supply fi'Omthat source.

Your information concerning the arms at Kingston, is
well founded; and we shaH immediately order them either
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to this city, or to be applied for arming the troops raising in
that quarter. We assure you, sir, we shall not fail to fur-
nish you 'with returns of the men and arms, as often as we
shall be able to procure them.

We would beg leave, sir, to inform you that, since the
commencement of hostilities, our situation and the pnblick
exigencies have obliged us to submit to the burden of a
great variety of departments, not properly within the sphere
of a Provincial Congress, such as Paymaster, Commissary,
&c., for Continental service, in the course of which we
have received and issued large sums of Continental money;
and though our accounts are nearly ready to lay before Con-
gress, they are so excessively voluminous that it will require
some weeks to complete them. However, though the ba-
lance is not struck, we are sure it must be considerably in
our favour. In the mean time, sir, we should think ourselves
inexcusable were we not to inform you that we have not
one farthing of Continental money in our hands, and that
the publick service under our care is now suffering for want
of an immediate supply. We shall, without delay, apply to
Congress; bUt we cannot have the necessary relief from that
quarter so soon as the despatch of business requires it. We
are, therefore, constrained to request of you the advancement
of six thousand pounds, of which, if you please, you may es-
timate the subjoined advancements to the different com-
manding officers as a part, and for which we are ready to
give you a receipt; or, if you think it best to advance the
whole sum to us, we will debit the Congress with the mo-
neys advanced to those gentlemen.

Weare, sir, with the greatest respect and esteem, your
most obedient servants.

To His Excellency General Washington.

On a separate sheet, was transmitted with this Letter, a
list of the Field-Officers of the four Regiments raised for
the defenee of this Colony; the list of the Moneys lent to
the General Officers, and the copy of the state of the Com-
panies, as undernamed, viz:

The following Companies are placed in Colonel Ritze-
ma'sRl'giment:

.

Captain Billings, a full Company, at the Fortifications in
the Highlands, ordered to New- York.

Captain Denton, a full Company, at New- York.
Captain Riker, a few men.
Captain Hardenbergh, a full Company, at the Fortifica-

tions, ordered to New- York.
Captain Horton, no return made.
Captain Hobby, . do.
Captain Htttchins, nearly full, at New- York.
Captain Pearce, do. ordered to the City.

Besides the above Regiment, Colonel }}lcDougall'H, and
that raising in Albany and Tryon County, the followingCom-
panies, at the time of the last returns to the Committee, con-
sisted of the following num,bers, and will speedily be regi-
mented :

Captain Swartwout, fifty men, at the Fortifications.
Captain Rosekrans, seventy-seven men, at do.
Captain Belknap, full, at do.
Captain Jackson, full, at do.
Captain Childs, no return made.
Captain Grij/in, full,

~

0 d . C1.ll'.lk CCaptain Davis full n uty m 1..J1wo. Gunty,

Captain Roe, ~earl; fulI, by order of General Heath.

1776. February 10, To General Lee, - £400 0 0
February ~8,

" " " 1000 0 0
March ~6, To General Thompson, 120 0 0
April 1, To General Heath, 810 4 5k

--
£~,330 4 5k

Ordered, That Captain Ezekiel Hyatt, with his Subal-
terns and Company, be a part of the First Regiment in this
Colony in the Continental service, on condition that hi'.bring
a full Company; and he is hereby directed to join his Re-
giment with as much despatch as possible.

Ordered, That Colonel McDouga'zl take such prudent
measures as he may think proper, to secure and have brought
to this City such A rms taken fi'Om disaffected persons as
are now in. the custody of Alexander Hunt, of Rye, who has
offered to deliver them to the order of this Committee.

Ordered, that Mr. Richard Norwood, Commissary, &c.,

deliver to Mr. Jacamiah Allen twelve pounds of Gunpow-
der, to enable him to clear shot and stones out of the Cannon
near. King's Bridge.

Ordered, That Colonel Ottrtenius take all such Muskets
and Firelocks, which are in Mr. Norwood's Store, and may
be made fit for the use of the Troops, and have Ihem mark-
ed and appraised, and then repaired and made fit for use.

The Committee agreed that Mr. Robert Randall shaH
have the Sloop Bishop of Landaff, at four hundred and
twenty-five Pounds.

Ordered, That Mr. Van Zandt advance to Thaddeus
Noble thirly Pounds, and take his ohligation for that sum;
and that he contract with Mr. Noble for thirty Muskets, at
eight Dollars each, without Bayonets; and to be allowed a
reasonable price for fixing Baynets to them if he shall ha\'e
to put Bayonets to them.

Die Veneris, 10 bo. A. M., April 26, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman.

FOR NF.w-Y oRK.-Mr. Van Zandt, Mr. Beekman, Mr.
Prince, Mr. Evert Bancker, Major Stoutenburgh.

FOR ALBAN¥.-Mr. Ootlwudt.
FOR ORAXGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR Kn,G's.-Colonel Van Brunt.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR WEsTcHEsTER :...Mr. Van Cortlandt.
FOR RIcHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.

Mr. Van Zandt delivered in a Contract by him made
with Thaddetts Noble, for the making of Muskets, which
was read, and filed.

The said Noble has tl1Crebyagreed to deliver to Mr. Van
Zandt, on account of the Provincial Congress, thirty good
Muskets, well finished, and with Steel Ramrods, on or be-
fore the 10th day of June next, at the price of eight Dol-
lars each; and if he should deliver Bayonets fitted to the
said Muskets out of some of the old Bayonets brought from
Crown-Point, Noble is to be allowed a reasonahle reward
for the same. .

Mr. Van Zandt also delivered the obligation of Noble,
by him taken for the payment of thirty Pounds advanced to
lVoblc, agreeable to the order of this Committee, made yes-
terday; and the same was read, and filed.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brllgh Livingston, Esq., as
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, pay to
Mr. Jacobus Van Zandt, thirty Pounds, to repay him the
money advanced (by order of this Committee, made yester-
day) on a contract with Thaddeus Noble, for the making of
Arms.

A draft of an Answer to the Letter of the Committee of
King's District was read, and approved, and is as follows,
to wit:

SIR : Your letter by lVIr.Noble was received, read, and
immediately taken into consideration. In consequence of
your recommendation, we have contracted with Mr. 1Voblc,
and advanced him thirty pounds. We think the Committee
of King's District have merited the applause of their coun-
try, by interesting themselves in the promoting a manufactory
so necessary for the defence of the rights and liberties of
America.

We are, &c.
To ]J;IatthewAdgate, Esq., Chairman, and the Members of

the Committee of King's District. .

A copy of a Letter from Governour Tryon to the Mayor
of this City, dated the 19th instant, was read. He thereby
informs that the Commander of the King's Ships on this
station had thought it necessary to burn the Pilot-House,
near the Light-House; that proper care has been taken
of Adam Dobbs and his family and effects; and that if a
Sloop is sent down to receive Dobb.~,his servants, and ef-
fects, she will be permittrd to return safe.

Ordered, That Captain William Dobbs wait on his Ex-
cellency General Washington, with the said copy of a Let-
ter.

The residue of the morning was spent in hearing applica-
tions of country Officers, and other matters relative to the
raising of the four Regiments, to be raised in this Colony,
for the Continental service.
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Die Veneris, 4lo ho. P. M., April 26, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Evert Bancker, Mr. Sands, Major

Stolltenlrurgh, Colonel McDougall.
FOR ALBANv.-Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR W ESTcHEsTER.-Colonel Cortlandt.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Van Brunt.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bar/eker.

Mr. Sand.~, from the Committee of Accounts, requested
the advice of the Committee on many different matters in
the Accounts delivered in by Captain Heman Allen. A
considerable time spent in the examination of the sundry
Papers and Accounts, and the general principles on which
the Accounts should be settled, were fixed, except as to the
Clothes.

Captain Heman Allen, attending at the door, was admit-
ted. Hc says that he furnished his men with clothes, and
did not receive any clothing for his men.

The Accounts were left with the Auditors for further con-
sideration.

Mr. Sands produced the Account of Captain William W.
Gilbert's Company, for guarding the Records one month,
amounting to two hundred and sixty-seven Pounds eleven
Shillings and six Pence; and requested the advice of the
Committee as to passing the same.

The Committee considering that that Guard was institu-
ted by the Provincial Congress, on the 5th of March last,
and this Committee have some time ago endeavoured to re-
lieve the Colony from that expense, in which they succeeded
for a few days only, advised Mr. Sa1/,ds to examine and
compare this account with that formerly passed for the
Grenadier Company; and if further advice shonld appear
necessary, then to delay the account, if he can, until the
meeting of the Provincial Congress.

A certain Captain Cornelius Steinrod, who lately com-
manded a Company of Minute-men, and has formerly ap-
plied for a Warrant to raise or inlist a Company in the Con-
tinental service, attending, was admitted. *

[Two leaves of the Minutes, at this place, appear to
have been cut out.]

Die Sabbati, 10 ho. A. M., April 27, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esquire, Chairman.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Sands, Captain Denning, Major

Stoutenburgh, Mr. Evert Bancker, Colonel McDougall.
FOR ALBANv.-Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR KING's.-Colonel Van Brunt.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR WEsTcHEsTER.-Colonel Cortlandt, Mr. Paulding.
FOR RrcHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.

Mr. Ada.ms, an Apothecary in this City, attending, was
admitted. He requested that he might be permitted to re-
ceive from Doctor Treat such Medicines (of those lately
purchased for the publick service, and now in Doctor Treat's
. To THE CONVENTIO"I"GEN'l'LEME"I":

SIRS: I have called on you to know whether there was a call for a
company of Horse or not; and I never have had an answer; and if you
please it is easy to give an answer, yes or no; for since the Committee
had some talk of it, r could get a company by this time, and can have
them ready soon for service. CORNELIUS Sn;qmoD.

GENTLE>rltN-Sms: If there is a call fQr the Qath to ]Je handed Qut,
and it is expedie.nt t<>rall to swear, it is time that some did set about it;
fQr the thing is still, and numbers have not, nor wont swear; and if all
are to dQ it, and you think proper for it to be speedily hrought to hanu, r
will call them to swear, or put them under guard. This from

CORNELIUS STEINROD.

I should be glad if, when you see what I want, you will write a word
whether yon will, or will not.

GENTLEMEN-SIRS: I wish you would do one favour for me, and give
me a line, so that my fuller that tenus my fulling-mill will stay at hQme,
for the whole County is wanting cloth-dress, and I cannot get anybody
to tend the mill; and if you will gi ve me a note for him to stay, (as long
as I can't be at home to take care myself,) I should take it as a favour;
for I have three mills, and if my millers must be drafted, and I from
home, and my mill stand still, it will hurt the publick as well as myself.
I am willing to do as much as !illY Illan to help the cause so ruined.

Yours to serve, CORNEr-IVS ST&INRQD, Captain.

possession) as may be necessary to complete the Medicine-
Chests tor the Armed Vessels fitted out and arming, on
account of the Provincial Congress of this Colony.

Mr. Adams further requested a permission to purchase of
Doctor Treat a part of those Medicip.es on his own ac-
count.

The Committee informed Mr. Adams tbat they will taJ{6
his applications into consideration.

Captain Corneliu.s Steinrod, of Westchester County, at-
tended, and informed the Committee that he can inlist a
complete Company of men for Continental service in four-
teen days.

The Committee taking the same into consider<ltion, and
considering that a great many men are still wanting to com-
plete the four Regiments ordered to be raised in the Colo-
ny for the defence thereof,

Resolved, That if the said Cornelius Stel~nrodshall, and
do, within fourteen days from the date hereof, inlist a 11111
and complete Company of able-bodied men, and have them
ready to join such Regiment (of those raising for the defence
of this Colony) as shall be determined on by the Provincial
Congress, or this Committee; in such case this Committee
hereby gives him full assurance, that he and his Subalterns,
with the said Company, will be employed as part of the
Troops raising for the defence of this Colony.

Major Joseph Benedict, who was appointed Major of the
First Regiment of the Troops raising for the defence of this
Colony, attending, was admitted.

Major Benedict resigned his Commission.
Ordered, That Colonel McDougall be authorized, and

he is hereby authorized, to settle with, and pay Major Joseph
Benedict, from the date of his Commission to this day.

Colonel Ritzema requested of the Committee <l more
general order to the Commissary for Arms.

Ordered, That Mr. Richard Norwood, Commissary of
Colony Stores, deliver to Colonel Ritzema, or to such Cap-
tains in his Ref,riment as shall have Colonel Ritzema's order,
all the Muskets and Fire-Locks fit for use, which nOW are,
or may come into the Colony Store, in the course of fifteen
days from the date hereof; and that the said Commissary
take a receipt of Colonel Ritzema, or the Captains to whom
such Arms are delivered, to the end that the same may be
accounted for, and paid for, to the Colony.

"New-York, April 27, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN; In answer to your favour of the 25th,
delivered to me yesterday, I shall beg leave to inform you,
that it was my design to have incluped the Militia of this
City in the two thousand or two thousand fivehundred men
which I thought might be wanted upon an emergency; but
whether common prudence may dictate the expediency of
extending your views to a greater number, in case ofneces-
sity, is submitted to the wisdom of your Board.

"The signals which I intended should convey the Ulrst
notice of the approach of an enemy's fleet, you will find in
the enclosed paper; but if you will please to appoint a Com-
mittee of your body, I will desire the Brigadiers Sullivan,
Greene, and Lord Stirling, to meet them and adopt a betler,
if a better can be thought of. New-Jer.~ey is already ad-
vertised of these signals.

.

" If the four battalions which were directed to be raised
under the command of the Colonels j}lcDougall, Clinton,
Ritzema, and Wynkoop, are placed under the immediate
care of the Committee of Safety for this Colony, by Con-
gress, I should be glad to knowhow far it is conceived
that my powers over them extend, or whether I have any at
all; sure I am, that they cannot be subjected to the direc-
tion of both, and I shaH have no small reluctance in assum-
ing an authority I am not vested with powers to execute,
nor will my solicitude (further than as a well-wisher to the
cause) on account of arms for, and returns of, these regi-
ments continue, if they are not considered as within the line
of my command. It becomes therefore my indispensable
duty to be ascertained of this matter, and to know whether
these regiments cannot be ordered out of the Colony, for
instance, to New-Jeracy, if necessity should require it.

"It would give me singular pleasure to advance you the
sum asked for, but the low state of our cash, and heavy
demands upon the Paymaster, render it altogether imprac-
ticable at this time. The Quartermaster and Commissary
arc both wanting money, and cannot be supplied; nor ,can
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General TYard get what he has sent for to pay the five
regiments to the eastward till a fresh supply arrives, of
which Congress is informed. General Heath, - since my
arrival here, has obtained a warrant upon the Paymaster for
money to replace the sum which your Committee kindly
lent him; and, to the best of my recollection, General
Thompson told me that he also meant to do the same.
These matters shall be inquired into.

"With great respect, I remain, gentlemen, your most obe-
dient and most humble servant,

" GEOJtGE WASHINGTON."

" To IIis Er:cenerrcy General WASHINGTON, Commander-
in- Chief of the AMERICANArmy.

"MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: In obedience to
the orders given us, we have met and deliberated upon the
several matters referred to us by your Excellency, and bcg
leave to report, that the following Signals be given upon the
approach of any number of ships towards this Port, viz:
Upon the appearance of any number of ships by day, fi'om
one to six, a large Flag is to be hoisted on the highlands
of Neversink; upon the appearance of any number from
six to twenty, two Flags; and for any greater number, three
Flags. Those Flags to be hoisted upon Flag-StafE;, ar-
ranged there from East to West, at tw-enty yards distance
from each other. The Signals by night to be given by an
equal number of fires, arranged in the same order and at the
same p]aces. These Signals to be reported both by day
and night on the heights of Staten-Island, by Flags and
Fires, arranged in the same manner. The commanding
officer in each of those departments to see that a good look-
out be kept for ships both by day and night; and, upon their
appearance, he is not only to give the Signals before-men-
tioned, but is, as soon as possible, to give intelligence by
express to the Commander-in-Chief.

" We recommend that the day Signal be given by large
Ensigns, with broad stripes of rcd and white; and that, upon
the appearance of three Flags by day or three Fires by
night, the country is to take the alarm, and communicate it
as soon as possible, for the purpose of calling in the Militia.

"JOHN SULLIVAN,

"
NATHANIEL GREENE,

"
STIRLING."

Die Sabbati, 3 ho. P. M., April 27, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman.

FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Sands, Co]onel McDougall, Major
Stoutenburgh, Mr. Evert Bancker, Colonel Brasher, Cap-
tain Denning.

FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Colonel Cortlandt.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Van Brunt.
FOR SUFFOLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper. ,
FOR RIcmwND.-Mr. Bancker.

A Letter from John Dennis, Chairman of New-Bruns-
wick COil1mittee,with the three Prisoners referred to in the
Letter of Samud Tacker, President of the New-Jersey Com-
mittee, received on the 25th instant, was read and filed, in
the words following, viz:

"
City of New-Brunswick, April 23, 1776.

"
SIR: By order of the President of the Committee of

Safety for the Province of New-Jersey, I herewith send you
three Prisoners, who deserted from the ship the Lady Gage.
A letter containing their examination was sent you a few
days ago; but when you receive their personal information,
it will afford you more satisfactiou than could be expected
from a letter.

"
I am, sir, your obedient humble servant,

"JOHN DENNIS.

" To the President of the Provincial Congress of the Pro-
vince of New- York, or, in their recess, to the President
of the Committee of Safety, New-York."
Henry Smith, late of North-Castle, being examined, says:

That one Thomas Gibson, who informed the examinant
that he lived at Fishkill, came to the examinant at Joseph
Golding's, in North-Castle, and persuaded him to in]ist;
that he in]isted about the 1st of April; that, about a week,
afterwards, he left home, which is now four weeks ago; that

FOURTHSERIES.- VOL. v. 93

the said Thomas Gibson also in]isted PVilliam West and John
Lownsberry, (son of IJenry Lownsberry,) from Cortlandt's
JIIIanor; John Jones and Arthur Orson, (son of Joseph
Orson,) from Sing-Sing; and Stephen Daniels and himself,
(the said Henry /)mith,) from North- Castle; that they tra-
velled in the night, and lay by one day in the woods, and,
another day in Purdy's Barn, about two miles beyond tile'
White Pla1:ns; that he thinks Purdy knew they were in-
listed, and goinO' on ship-board; that they left the show
at the Narrows~ on Long-Island, where a barge received
them and carried them on board of the Lady Gage. That
Jones, and Orson deserted from the Lady Gaf;e; that
Daniels and the examinant came off together. That his
father did not know that he in]isted. That Thomas Gibson
promised him three Pounds fourtecn Shillings bounty, twenty
Shj]]ings a month pay, besides clothing, and two hundred
acres of conquered land. That there were abollt one hun-
dred men on board of the Lady Gage, most of them coun-
try people and recruits, as he thinks, and some of them
sailors. That he saw William Lownsberry on board of the
ship; that two of the Gidneys are on board, one named
Solomon; that some men of the name of IJaynes are on
board, and one Robert Sneadon; that he is a Sergeant on
board; that one Barnes is there, said to be a Lieutenant;
one Campbell, a Captain. That tbey had some guns brought
from the Phenix; that they had only salt provisions of flour
and pork on board. That he signed a paper wbich Thomas
Gibson produced to him when be inlisted; thaCit'contained
nothing but names, to his knowledge; that he met Gibson
at Joseph Golden's; that James Travis is on board of the
ship; that they tarried about a week at Daniel Denton's,
below llempstead, and at a tavern in the town of llemp-
stead, before they went on board of the ship, and that Gib-
son supported them.

A. Letter, or re'commendation, from the Committee of the
County of Ulster, dated the 4th day of April, 1776, signed
by Johannes llardenbergh, Chairman, was read and filed.
They thereby (pursuant to the resolution of the Provincial
Congress of this Colony) recommend lIenry Wisner, Jun.,
Esquire, and Major Phillips, in partnership, as proper per-
sons (having the convenience of a good stream) to erect
MilJs and carryon the manufacturing of Gunpowder.

Another Letter, or recommendation, from the Committee
of Orange County, dated April 18, 1776, and signed by
Elihu Marvin, Chairman, was read and filed. They there-
by recommend Henry TVISner, Esq., and John Carpenter,
as proper persons to erect and carryon the manufacturing'
of Gunpowder, and recommend a place at or near Joltn
Carpenter's Saw-Mm as a proper place for bllilding the
same.

A Letter and application from Henry 'Fisner, Jun., re-
lative to the Powder-Mill to be erected agreeable to the
recommendation of the Committee of Ulster County, was
read and filed. He thereby applies for the loan of the
money resolved by Congress in such case to be sent.

A Certificate, or recommendation, from the Committee of
Albany, dated March 30, 1776, signed by Abraham Yates,
J un., Chairman, was read and filed. They thereby recom-
mend llenry Van Rensselaer and Sons, of Claverack, as
proper persons for erecting a Powder-MiU for manufacturing
Gunpowder at Claverack, at the distance of more than two
miles from Hudson's River.

The said John Carpenter in person, and the said lIenry
Van Rcnsselaer, Esq., in person, applied to the Committee
for the sum of one thousand Pounds each, on behalf of
themseh:es and their partners, according to the Resolution
of the Provincial Congress of the 9th day of March last, in
such case made and provided.

Resolved, That each of the said three Companies, apply-
ing, are entitled to the loan of one thousand Pounds, and
that an order shall be issued to the Treasurer of the Pro-
vincial Congress for the sum of one thousand Pounds to
each Company respectively, as soon as they give such
security and enter into such contract as is mentioned in the
said Resolution of the 9th of JIIlarch last.

A Letter fi'om the Committee of Albany was read, and is
in the words following, to wit:

"
Albany CQmmftt~~.Champ~r, April 1 I, 1776.

"SIR : Yours of the 1st instant, together with a copy of
General Putnam's letter of the 5th, directed to the Chair-
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'man' of the Committee of Safety of the Province of New-
York, we have before us; and now to the con~ents. . .

"
We have now the officers of five CompanIes recrUltmg

'in this City and County; their names, and the number of
men by them respectively inlisted, you have in the enclosed
,return; and, considering that nearly the whole of Colonel
Van Schaick's Regiment is recruited in this County, and

,that General Schuyler has engaged her~ a number. of car-
penters and batteaumen. for the Contmental serVlCe, w.e
;are persuade? that no p~rt of the c~nmre thrown, on thIs
'Colony can Justly be attnbuted to tl)l~~ounty; besIdes, our
<{)fficerswithout an advance of a slHllmg of money must
necessarily meet with difficulties in recruiting, when, with
many, the principal inducement to inlis~ arises from. the
hopes of cash. This Committee, some tIme ago, appnzed
of these difficulties, wrote to Congress for such a sum of
money as they might conceive necessary to promote the
servIce.

" Without any authority over the troops,. this Committee
are at a loss to know how they can order theIr march. They
will refer the request to General Schuyler.

"
By the promotion, death, or remov,al, of several of the

Militia officers in this City and County, It often happens that
vacancies arise in the Regiments. We would therefore be
glad if you would furnish this Committee with about one
hundred blank commissions, which will be filled up, from
time to time, as occasion may arise, and retur~ t? Congress

the names of such officers as shall be so commIssIoned.

"
We observe a resol ve of the Continental Congress, re-

questing all Tories to be d~sarmed,; w~ humbly re,quest to
receive with all speed your mstructlons 111the premIses.

"Weare, respe~tfully, sir, your very humble servants.

"
By order of the Committee:

"
ABRAHAMYATES, JUN., Chairman."

The List and Return of the Companies raising in the
County of Albany was read and filed, and is in the words
following, to wit:

"Albany, Aprilll, 1716.

"List of Officers recruiting in the City and County of
ALBANY,and the number of Men inlisted for each Com-
pany.

"Cornelius Van Santvoordt, Captain; Abraham Becker, First
Lieutenant; Obadiah Vaughan, Second ~ie.utenant; Da-
vid Becker, Ensign.-Eighty-nine n1en m!lsted., '.

"SamuclVanVeghten, Captain; JQhn Hoogklrk, ~lrst Lleu-
. tenant; John Ball, Second Lieutenant; DanIel Everts,

Ensign.-Forty-seven men inli~ted, officers included. .
"Jokn 11. wendell, Captain; John C. Ten Broeck, Fu'St

Lieutenant; John Welch, Second Lieutenant; John Os-
trander, Ensign.-Forty-nine men inlisted, officers in-
cluded.

"Gerrit S. Veeder, Jun., CapTain; Solomon Pendleton, First
Lieutenant; David Bates, Second Lieutenant; Ephraim
Snow EnsiO'n.- Thirty-eight men inlisted.

"Harma'n Vos;burgh, Captain; Barent Staats, (.~alisbury,)
First Lieutenant; Isaac Bogert, Second LIeutenant;
Silas Howard, Ensign.-Seventy men inlisted, officers
included.
"Two Companies in Tryon County. IIenry O'Hara,

Captain in Charlotte County.
"Colonel Wynkoop.
"Lieutenant-Colonel Cortlandt."
The Committee took the said Letter and Return from the

Committee of Albany into consideration;
And thereupon Ordered, That the Companies within

mentioned the two Tryon County Companies, and Cap-
tain O'Hdra's Company, compose Colonel Wynkoop's Re-
giment.

And Resolved and Ordered, That Peter V. B. Living-
$ton, Esq., as Trea~urer of the Provincial C~nwes~ of this
Colony, advance to Lieutenant-Colonel PhIlIp Cortlandt
the sum of one thousand Pounch (out of the first moneys
that shall come into the Treasury) for the recruiting and
billetincrof Colonel Wynkoop's Regiment; that Lieutenant-
Colonel Cortlandt proceed to Albany, to forward the recruit-
ing of the said Regiment; that, he ?"ajt on his Excell~ncy
General Washington for such dIrections as he shall gIve;
and that he call on Colonel Wynkoop in his way for his aid
and direction and assistance..

Resolvedand Ordered, That DoctorEbenezerHaviland

be, and is hereby, appointed Surgeon to Colonel Wynkoop's
Regiment; and that be imm?diately take tl~e directions of
the Field-Officers of the RegIment, as to hIs duty and at-
tendance.

The Committee then took into consideration the appoint-
nwnt of Companies to Colonel Clinton's Regiment.

And thereupon appointed the following Companies to
compose that Regiment, viz: 1, Captain GrifJin's C?~1Jpany;
2, Captain Rosekran's Company; 3, CaptaIn Dams s Com-
pany; 4, Captain Jackson's. Co.mpany; ~, Captain Bdl-
knap's Company; 6, Captam Swartwout s Company; 7,
Captain Childs's Company; 8, Captain Roe's Company.

Ordered, That a copy of this appointment be given to
Lieutenant-Colone] Henry B. Livingston.

Co]onel McDougall informed the Committee that there
are some of the Sentinels of Colonel Ritzema's Regiment
sick; and that it is necessary to appoint a Surgeon or Mate
to take care of them.

As Doctor Woodruff, who has been recommended by Co-
lonel Ritzema to that Regiment, is not yet returned fi'om
Canada, and is soon expected, the Committee are detDr-
mined to appoint a Surgeon's Mate to the Regiment.

The certificate of Doctor Jolm Jones and Doctor Samltel
Bard, dated the 13th day of April, recommending Daniel
jtlcnema, and which has since remained on file, was read.

Ordered, That Daniel Menema be appointed, and he is
hereby appointed, Surgeon's Mat~ to the Regil~ent of Con-
tinental Tl'Oops whereof Rud. Rltzema, Esq., IS Colonel.

The Committee took into consideration the recommenda-
tion of two gentlemen to the Continental Congress, for the
Ma.jority of Colonel McDougall's Regiment. .

And thereupon, Resolved and Agreed, That Major Bar-
naba,~ Tuthill, of Suifolk County, and Captain Marinus
Willet, of this City, be recommended to Congress for that
office.

Doctor Treat, at the request of the Committee, attended.
He informed the Committee that he has reason to beJipve
that the orders to Mr. Adams for medicines for two of the
Armed Vessels are nearly completed; that bark is scarce,
and not to be obtained; that the quantity purchased by lhe
Colony, and in his care, is large, being one hundred weight
or upwards; that medicines are pl'Ovided for three Regi-
ments of this Colony; that he stands in need ot one or
two pounds of bark for the use of such ~ontin~ntal Troops
now here as have not Surgeons to theIr RegIments; tbat
Adams has some pretence to a preference to a small part of
those medicines, if any are spared, because he made Hnd
furnished to the importer the invoice for importing them.

Mr. Adams's application for part of the medicines, was
also read.

Ordered That Doctor Treat supply Mr. Adarns with
such Medi;ines (out of those in his custody belonging to the
Colony) as will complete the Medicine-Chests for the AmJed
Vessels; and, also, with five pounds of Bark for Mr. Adl!m.s'$
own use.

And Ordered, That Doctor Treat have libert~ to use so
much of those Medicines as he shall have occasIon for, for
the use of the Troops which he now does, or shall hereafter
attend, while the Medicines are in his custody.

Die Lunm, 10 ho. A. M., April 29, 111'6.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, ChaifIIJan.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Scott, Mr. Sands, Colonel McDou-

gall, MI'. Bancker.
FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Colonel Cortlandt.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Leifertse.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Wynkoop.

Only six Counties appearing, the Members continued
together till one o'clock, and adjourned to three o'clock,

Die Lunm, 3 ho. P. M., April 29, 1116.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Pierre Van Cortlandt, Esq., Chairman.
FOR NEW-Y oRK.-Mr. Scott, Mr. Sands, Colonel McDou.-

gall, Mr. E. Banc7cer.
FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Oothoudt.
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FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Wynkoop.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR W ESTcHEsTER.-Colonel Cortlandt.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Leffertse.

Henry Van Rensselaer, Esquire, attending, was admitted.
At his request, they consented and agreed, that Mr. -
have four weeks to complete his application for the loan of
one thousand Pounds, for the erection of a Powder-Mill, by
giving the necessary security, and entering into contract,
agreeable to the Resolution of the Provincial Congress.

A draft of a Letter to the Committee of Albany, in an-
swer to their Letter of the lIth, was read and approved of,
and is in the words following, to wit:

GENTI,EMEN: We acknowledge the receipt of your favour
of the II th instant, with the returns of the companies raising
in your County. These companies, with the two compa-
nies £I'om Tryon County, and one from Charlotte County,
are placed under Colonel Wynkoop; and Lieutenant-Colonel
Cortlandt, with one thousand pounds in cash, proceeds im-
mediately for Albany, to take charge of the Regiment, unless
Colonel Wynkoop should be there.

.

The Treasury has been empty many days. This has
rendered us unable to give any prior assistance with cash.

Enclosed you have copies of the resolutions and recom-
mendations for disarming disaftected persons. We again
earnestly recommend to YOll to carry them into execution
without delay, and with all possible vigour.

We expected Peter R. Livingston, Esq., had furnished
you with these resolutions long since, and the arms of slleh
disaffected persons would in part arm the troops raised in
t.his Colony for Continental service.

\Ve have not the number of blank commissions YOllre-
quest. We have not delivered out any blank commissions
hitherto, and hope it will not be inconvenient tp your Com-
mittee to have them delayed until the meeting of Congress.

Weare, respectfully, gentlemen, yours, &c.

To Abraham Yates, Jun., Esq., Chairman, and the Mem-
bers of the Committee of the County of Albany.

In Committee of Safety, New.York, April 29,1776.

SIR : Your favour of the 27th, we have received; in an-
swer to which, we would inform YOll that we shall, as soon
as possible, take measures for putting our Militia in such a
situation as to afford the Army the most speedy and effec-
tual assistance in our power, whenever you shall think it
necessary to call for their aid, either for the defence of this
or the neighbouring Colonies. We thank you for the infor-
mation respecting the signals fixed upon below to give intel-
ligence of the approach of an enemy. We assure you, sir,
we meant not by our letter to intimate the least desire of
being consulted in that matter, for which the gentlemen of
the Army must be more competent than ourselves; but as
you intimated that similar signals might possibly be of ser-
vice in assembling the Militia in the neighbourhood of this
city and the adjacent parts of New-Jersey, we proposed to
appoint a Committee to wait upon you; and that we might
be informed of any plan that you might have thought of for
that purpose.

We omitted in our last to inform you that we have not
been ent.irely inattentive to the subject of this part of your
recommendation. Every regiment of our Militia has its
place of rendezvous appointed, and riders are fixed at diffe-
rent stages in this and the neighbouring Colonies, t.o alarm
the count.ry in case of invasion; but if, upon consideration,
we shall judge that signals may be of service in ca1linrr in
our Militia more speedily than can be done in that way,Owe
shall communicate to you our determinations upon that head.

Weare sorry to find there is a possibility of misunder-
standing t.hl' passage in our letter respecting the four batta-
lions raising in this Colony. Be assured, sir, that we never
considered them as under our direction, except so far as
concerned the forming and equipping them. And if you will
be pleased to refer yourself to our last letter, t.he distinction
taken therein between the four battalions and Van Schaick's
Regiment will convince you that we meant nothintY more
than, in obedience to Congress, t.o have the compl:ting of
them for tbe command of the Continental General. Nor do
we esteem them so pointedly under our direction in this re-
spect as to exclude your solicitude, as Commander-in-Chief,

..

to have them speedily completed and anned; a solicitude.
highly becoming your station, and which, instead of affording:
tbe least ground for umbrage, serves to heighten the opinion
which your former conduct has invariably taught us to en-,
tertain of your vigilant attention to the important duties of
your office, and of your zeal for the defence and security of
the rights of tbis much injured country. You have an un,...-
questionable right to know the state of the regiments raising
in this Colony; and it has given us no small concern that We
have not been able to procure the 'necessary returns from the
Counties (though we have some time since taken the proper
steps for that purpose) to enable us to give you other than a
very partial and unsatisfactory information upon that head.

We enclose you a return, in which you will find the first
battalion is most deficient. The return is formed from infor-
mation whicb came to band since we had the honour of
writing our last letter to you. \Ve send you herewith a
blank warrant containing our terms of inlistment, which are
substantially a copy of 'the resolutions of Congress. Rut,
upon these, we would observe, that although it appeared to
us that the Qefence of this Colony was the primary or more
immediate object for which the four battalions were design-
ed, yet we took particular pains to inform the recmiting otIi-
cers that we did not conceive that to be the only object,
but that they would be liable to be ordered into any of the
neighbouring Colonies, (Canada excepted,) where the com-
manding officer in this department should judge their assist-
ance to be necessary for repelling the invasions of our com-
mon enemy. \Ve hope, sir, that the general nature of the
cause we are engaged in, the generous attention of the Con-
tinent to the defence and security of this Colony, and the
readiness of our neighbours to come to our assistance from
time to time when they have apprehended us to be in dan-
ger, will serve to exclude from our minds the narrow distinc-
tion of Colonies, and teach us to esteem the British fleets
and armies as much our enemies while on the coasts of
Connecticut, New-Jersey, or Carolina, as if they lay in the
East River.

.

We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this
day, enclosing the resolve of Congress on the subject of arm-
ing the New- York Battalions. In answer. to which, we beg
leave to refer you to our letter of the 25th instant; and to
assure you that we shall exert ourselves by every means in
our power for their being properly armed and accoutred.

To General 1Vashington.

In Committee of Safety, New-York, April 29, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: On the 23d of il'larch last, we wrote to
you upon a subject of the utmost importance-the com-
mand in the Marine department on the Lakes. Om appli-
cation was occasioned by a letter from General Schuyler, a
copy of which we then enclosed to you. The General, in
that letter, infor~ed our Congress that, in case Major Doug-
lass should dechne that command, there was" no person he
would more wil1ingly have to command the vessels than Cap-
tain Wynkoop; and requested, at any rate, to send him up
the soonest possible, with a sufficient number of sailors for
the two schooners and sloop." We further informed you
thafwe immediately sent for Captain fVynkoop, communi-
cated to him the General's letter, and sent him, with a copy
of it, to Major Douglass; that he delivered it to him, and
received for answer from Major Douglass, that" he was
then in service, and that it would be at least two months
before he could attend at the Lakes, if his health would
permit;" that we thereupon wrote him a letter, a copy of
which, and of his answer, we also enclosed to you. In our
letter to him we gave him a gentle reproof for his uncertain
answer to Wynkoop, and signified that we expected his im-
mediate answer, and, in case of his acceptance, he should
stand ready for the execution of his duty at a minute's warn-
ing, whenever the service should require it. In his answer he
informed us, "I told Captain fVynkoop what I now tell you,
that whenever I should receive orders from the Conrrress or
General, I was willing to comply, if my health would per-
mit; and, as Captain fVynkoop is desired by the General
to get his men and go up, I beg you would assist and for-
ward him; and if I am not called upon, sha]] endeavour to
serve my country in some station of as much importance as
to command tbe Lakes." We fiuther reminded you in the
above-mentioned letter, that the season was so far advanced
that the service would suffer if the vessels on the Lakes



1479 NEW-YORK COMMITTEE OF SAFETY, APRIL, 1776. 14BO

were not immediately employed. And concei\-ing that
Major Douglass's indetermination would make room for a
new appointment, we took the liberty, through you, to re-
commend Captain Wynkoop, as a person who was bred a
mariner, had frequently been master of mercantile vessels,
had served with reputation in the last war, both in the land
-and sea service; that we then thought him (as we still do)
an officer of merit, and that we had he<!rd his conduct in
the last campaign highly applauded; conceived him to be
worthy of the trust, and thought, £1-omGeneral Schuyler's
'letter, the appointment would not be disagreeable to him.
W'e further informed you that Captain TVynkoop would not
continue in the Marine service under Major Douglass; but
that, nevertheless, we had prevailed on him, with the argu-
ment of danger that the service would suffer, to engage sea-
men, and proceed to the General with all possible despatch.
To this letter we have hitherto not been favoured with an
answer, but have heard a report that some order from Con-
tinenta] Congress has been sent to Major Dougla$s to repair
to the post assigned him. General Schuyler, still attentive D
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tain Benedict, the Second Captain of the Fourth Battalion, Officers ~f th: RegIment, notwlthstandmg, request to know

was preferred to him. Captain Tf'illet cannot, in our opinion, wh:ther It wJ!1 be agreeable that th,ey should mention in

have a better recommendation than General Schuyler's let- their Return, by way of recommendation, the name," of those

tel' to us of the 4th of March last, which is literally as fol- g~ntlemen who would be agreeable to the Regullent for

lows, to wit: "'Vhen an officer has acted w.ith remarkable FICIci-Officers.

attention and propriety, it becomes a duty in his commancler The ~om~ittee infi)rmed Mllj~r ~lalcom, and those gen-

to give pub]ick testimony of it: such has been tbe conduct tlemon wIth I~lm,that new ConmnsslOns ~hould ~e made out

of Captain Willet during the last campaign. He is there- for the Captam~ and Subalterns of the said Regiment, when

fore entitled to the attention of his country." For these a return of their names and rank should be made to this

reasons we beg leave to hold up Captain Willet as another Committee; and that it would be ~greeab]e to the Comrnit-

candidate for the Majority. And are, &c. tee that the Officers of that RegIment should mention in

T D 1 t t Ph 'l d l h
. their Return the names of those gentlemen of whom the y

o our e ega es, a 1.a e p w. d r I ' F ' Id Offi d h h -approve lor t leiI' Ie - lcers; an t at t ey send their
Return to this Committee, by Mr. Stoutenburgh, as soon as
convenient.

Mr. Comfort Sands informed the Committee that he is
about to make a journey to and beyond Albany; that, by a
determination of the Committee at Albany, it is become
nec:essa~y ,that every friend to liberty, travelling through
theu' DIStflct, to have a passport from some Committee of
the place from whence he carne; that therefore he requests
a Certificate of this Committee.

.

"New-York, April 29, 1776.
((

GENTLEMEN: Sometime before I left Cambridge, I re-
ceived an order of Congress to apply to the Assemblies or
Conventions of the four New-England Colonies for arms to
supply the deficiency of their respective refTiments, and if, 0

not to be had, to discharge the men that wanted them.
When I came to this place, and was informed by Colonel
Ritzema of the want of this article for his regiment, and
.theother troops of this Colony, it became my duty to make

this want known to Congress, at the same time giving it as
my opinion that, as we fonnd it no easy matter to recl1lit
men, with the expedition they were required, it might be
disserviceable to discharge any of the York troops, as some
lucky hit might throw arms into our hands. In conseqnence
of which, I received by post the enc]osed resolution, which,
without delay, I lay before your honourable body; and am,
gentlemen, your most obedient, humble servant,

" GEORGE WASHINGTON.'"

"In Congress, April 26, 177(;,

"Resolved, That none of the Troops already raised be,
for the present, disbanded for want of Arms; and that the \

General apply to the Convention and Committee of Sa~.~ty
of New- York for such Arms as may have been collected
under the Resolve of Congress for disarming Non-AssoC'ia-
tors and disaffected persons, or any other Arms they can
supply and deliver to the New- York Troops."
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A Certificate was gIven to Mr. Sands, in the words fol-
lowing, to wit;

"It is hereby certified that the bearer hereof, Mr. Com-
fort Sands, is a respectable and useful Member of the Pro-
vincial Congress of this Colony, and of this Committee of
Safety; that he has steadily exerted himself as a sincere
and active friend to the liberties of this country, and as such
he is hereby most cordially recommended to all friends to
American liberty."

. ..New-York, ApriJ30, 1776.
"GENTLEMEN: I perceive by the tenour of your favour

of yesterday, that my letter of the 25th has given umbrage,
which I am sorry for, as it was not most distantly in my
ideas to give any. Three things led me to suspect that the
York Battalions were hot upon the same establishment of
the other Continental Troops: current report, an implied
exception in the order for detaching six more battalions to
Canada, and that part of your letter signifying that four of
these battalions were to be raised under your immediate
direction; which intimation coming in corroboration of the
two first reasons, (for I never had any information of this
matter from Congress,) led me to believe thar-you intended
it as a genteel hint that I was not to consider them in the
same light I did the others. It was not to be wondered at,
therefore, that I should wish to know the extent of my
authority over them, that my conduct might be regulated
thereby, or that I should be so solicitous in arming regi-
ments raised for local purposes, as those for the general
service, when the latter are also greatly deficient in this
essential point. These were the ideas that filled my mind
at the time of writing. If the extreme hurry, occasioned
by a variety of business which is continually pressing npon
me, clouded the meaning I wished to convey, I can only
add, that it never was, and I hope never will be, my inten-
tion to give unprovoked offence. Of this your Committee
may be once for all assured, that it is my earnest wish to
co-operate with them in every measure which can conduce
to the general good; and that if I should at any time differ
fi'om them in the means, I shall feel my share of the con-
cern; being, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient,
humble servant,

"
G W "EORGE ASHINGTON.

Die Mereurii, to ho. A. M., May 1, 1776.
The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Mr. William Paulding, Chairman.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Colonel Lott, Colonel McDougall, Ma-

jor Stoutenburgh, Mr. J. Van Cortlandt, Mr. E. Bancker.
FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR lksTER.-Mr. Wynk(J0p,
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
F()R ORANGE.-l\fr. Cuyper.
FOR KING's.-Colonel Van Brunt, Mr. Polhemus.

A Letter from Christopher Tappen and Joseph GaJherie,
Esquires,* Loan Officers of the County of Ulster, dated at
Kingston, April 23, and directed to Mr. Wynkoop, was
read and filed. They thereby infOlW that they have re-
ceived more of the money mentioned in the Resolution of
the 9th day of .March last, than they will be able to let out.
They also mention sundry other difficulties as to carrying
the said Resolution into execution.

Ordered, That the said Letter remain for the considera-
tion of the Provincial Congress.

A ~etter from Captain John Belknap, dated at Fort.
Montgomery, yesterday, was read and filed. He therein
complains that, by the list or arrangement which he has

.. KINGSTON, ULSTER COmiTY, J1pril 23, 1776.

SIR : Notwithstanding tho rCl'Olve passed in the ProviDfial Congress
on the 9th of Jl.farch, 1776, prolonging the payment of one-tenth part
of the principal sum due to the loan officers of this Colony, many per-
sons, having money on loan in this County, do choose to pay the said
sum, which we do not think safe to refuse; and being at a loss how to
dispose of the moneys so paid in, and conceiving that we are not war-
ranted by the said resQlve to put those moneys out on interest, (but if
this is intended by the resol ve, we beg leave to inform the honourable
Board that we have already more of the whole principal sums paid in
.than what we think we shall be able to let out,) should be glad and re-
quest their direetions about the disposition of the same.

We are, sir, your most hg,mble servants,
CIJRISW'PIJER T 'FFEN,
JOSEPII G...SHERIE.

seen of Colonel Clinton's Regiment, he is placed below
Captain William Jackson; that he is willing to serve his
country, but cannot serve his country in that rank.

Mr. Stoutenburgh delivered in a Return of the Field-
Officers, Captains, Subalterns, and Staff-Officers, of the Se-
cond Battalion, as at present arranged. The same was read
and filed.

Ordered, That Commissions issue for the Officers of that
Battalion, agreeable to the said Return.

Ordered, That Mr. - Bayley, of this City, Cutler, be
directed to exert himself to finish, with all possible despatch,
the Trepanning Instruments and Scalpels which he was
employed to make for this Colony; that he give that work
the preference, as it is the most important; and that one of
the Secretaries serve Mr. Bayley with a copy of this order.

"

Die Mercurii, 4to ho. PM, May 1, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present; Mr. William Paulding, Chairman.

FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Captain Denning, Colonel Lott, Cap-
tain Rutgers.

.

FOR ALBANy.-l\fr. Oothoudt.
FOR ULSTER.-l\fr. Wynkoop.
FOR \VESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper.
FOR KING's.-Colonel Van Brunt.

A Letter from John Jay, Esq., one of the Delegates of
this Colony at Continental Congress, was .readand filed,
and is in the words following, to wit:

"
Philadelphia., April 27, 1776.

"GENTLE~fEN: The Congress having been informed of a
very extraordinary oath ordered by Governour Tryon to be
administered to passengers in the late Packet, whereby they
bound themselves not to disclose anything relative to Ame-
rican aftairs, except to the Ministry, have appointed a Com-
mittee, of which I am one, to ascertain this fact. I must
therefore request of you, gentlemen, to appoint proper per-
sons to examine into this matter, and, if possible, ascertain
the truth of the report, bj' affidavits taken before the Mayor
or one of the Judges of the Superior Court.

"I have the honour to be, gentlemen, your most obedient
servant,

"JoaN JAY.

"
To the Honourable the Committee of Safety for the Co-
lony of New- York."

Ordered, That Mr. Alderman Brasher and Captain Den-
ning be a Committee to take the said Letter, and comply
with the contents thereof, and report thereon to the Provin-
cial Congress or this Committee of Safety.

Francis Lewi.~, one of the Delegates of this Colony to
the Continental Congress, attended the Committee, and de-
livered in a charge against John Thurman and Normand
Tolmie, which (he said was in the handwriting of one of the
witnesses) was read and filed, and is in the words following,
to wit:

"On the evening of Tuesday, the 23d instant, (April,)
Messrs. John TAurman and Normand Tolmie reported, in
the presence of Messrs. FVUliamMaxwell, William Lowther,
John Ramsay, and David Currie, that Francis Lewis, Esq.,
having had an order from the Continental Congress to make
a purchase of a considerable quantity of Duck in this City,
for the service of the publick, which he effected at the rate
of three Pounds currency, pel' piece; but that he charged
and rendered an account thereof to the said Congress, at the
rate of four Pounds ten Shillings, said currency, per piece,
for same.

" Also mentioned that there were several instances where
persons had sent their vessels with cargoes to sea, of their
own property, with whom the Congress had agreed to run
the risk of the who]e interest, if lost or taken; and that on
the arrival of said vessels, the owners were to receive one
hundred per cent. advance on the cargoes from the Con-
gress." _

Thereupon Ordered, That Mess~. John Thurman and
Normand Tolmie, of the City of ]\'ew- York, do, respec-
tively, persona1ly appear before this Committee, at the A:s-
sembly Chamber, in the City-Hall of the said City, to-mor-
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row, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, to answer to a charge
exhibited against them by Francis Lewis, Esq., for pub-
lickly charging him with fraud in the execution of a trust to
which he is appointed by order of the honourable the Con-
tinental Congress.

Ordered, That Mr. Pettit, the Doorkeeper, serve Messrs.
Thurman and Tolmie each with a copy hereof, and that Mr.
Pettit summon the Witnesses to attend likewise.

Mr. Pettit returned and informed the Committee that he
had been to the usual places of abode of Messrs. Thurman
al)d Tolmie; that he was informed Mr. Thurman was gone
to Albany; that Mr. Tolmie was abroad, but was expecte.d
home in the morning; and that he left a SUmmons at Ius
house.

Die Jovis, A. M., May 2, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: William Paulding, Esq., Chairman.
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. &ott, Mr. Evert Bancker, Captain

Denning.
FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. W'isner.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper, Colonel Allison.
FOR SUFFOLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR KING'S.-Colonel Van Brunt, Mr. Covenhoven.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr, Paulding, Mr. Thomas, Major

Lockwood, Colonel Gilbert Drake.
FOR RlcHMoND.-Mr. Adrian. Bancker.

Normand Tolmie, pursuant to the summons of this Com-
mittee of yesterday, attended.

Mr. Tolmie denied the general charge as exhibited against
him by Mr. Lewis.

Mr. Maxwell and 1\'11'.Currie attended likewise.
Mr. JUaxwell, on his examination, says: That Mr. Thur-

man said, in the hearing of him, Mr. Currie, Mr. Lowther,
and Mr. RQmsay, that in several instances persons had sent
vessels and cargoes to sea, of their own property, with whom
the Congress had agreed to run the risk; and that the per-
sons or shippers were to have a profit of one hundred per
cent. on the proceeds of the cargo; and that Mr. To/mie
said he had heard the same story some months ago.

Mr. lUaxwell further said that Mr. Thurman declared, in
the hearing of him (Mr. Maxwell) and the other gentlemen,
that Mr. Lewis had purchased a quantity of Duck, by order
and on account of the Continental Congress, at the rate of
three Pounds per piece, and that Mr. Lewis rendered an
account of the same at the rate of four Pounds ten Shillings
per piece; that Mr. Thurman said he knew this of his own
knowledge.

Mr. Currie, being called, agreed with Mr. }}laxwell in his
relation of the whole conversation.

Mr. Tolmie acknowledged that (on Mr. 'l1tUrman's re-
lating the matter relative to the Congress insuring the ves-
se]s, and allowing the person so great a profit) he said he
had heard the same story some months ,ago, but that he had
entirely forgot who he heard it of.

A Letter from John Lloyd, Jun., to John Sloss Hobart,
Esquire, dated the 8th of April, and another Letter from
Mr. Lloyd to Thomas Tredwell, Esquire, dated the 25th of
April, the subject whereof is her

.

einafter recited, were seve-
rally read. The Committee came to a determination there-
OP, in the words foJlowing, to wit:

Whereas Henry Lloyd, who is under the censure of the
publick, and has lately fled fi'om Boston with the Ministe-
rial Fleet and Army, has left a considerable Real and Per-
sona] Estate in Queen's Village, in Queen's County, on
Nassau-Island, in this Co]ony:

And whereas his nephew, John Lloyd, Jun., of Queen's
VilIaO'e, aforesaid, has, through John Sloss Hobart, Esquire,
repre~ented to this Committee his willingness to save the
said Estate fium destruction; and that the live stock belong-
inO' to the said lIenry Lloyd is in a suffering condition, and
if~ot removed, will, from its exposed situation, be in danger
of fillling into the hands of the enemy during the course of
the summer; and requested the opinion and advice of this
Committee what steps he should take respecting said Estate,
especially the Jive stock:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the said John
Lloyd, Jun., that he, together with Zebulon WilNams and

Samuel Townsend, Esquires, do take an exact Inventory
and Appraisement of all the Real and Personal Estate of
the said Henry Lloyd, within this Colony, and report the
same in writing under their hands to this Committee, or the
Provincia] Congress of this Colony, without delay; and that
the said John Lloyd, Jun., remain in possession of the said
Rea] and Personal £<;tate, and that he do not make any
sale or transfer of any of the said Real or Personal Estate,
until order can be taken therein by Provincial Congress.

Ordered, That one of the Secretaries certify a ~opy
thereof, to be transmitted to the said John Lloyd, Jun.

Die Jovis, P. M., May 2, 1716.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: William Paulding, Esquire, Chairman.

FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Scott, Colonel .McDougall, Mr.
Evert Bancker, Colonel Lott, Captain Denning.

FOR WESTCHESTER.-.Colonel Gilbert Dmke, Mr. Paul~
ding, :MajorLockwood, :Mr. Thomas.

FOR ALBANY.-:Mr. Ootho1¥lt.
FOR ULSTE~.-Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. H'isner.
FOR KING's.-:Mr. Couenhoven,Colonel Van Brunt.
FOR SU~FoLK.-:Mr. Tredwell.
FOR ORANGE.-Co]onel Allison, :Mr. Cuyper.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Bancker.

A Letter from Cornelius D. fVynkoop, Esquire, Colonel
of the Fourth Regiment of tbe Continental Troops raising
for the defence of this Colony, directed to Dirck Wynkoop,
Esquire, was read, and filed. He therein recommends Mr.
George Graham as Surgeon's Mate to his Regiment.

A Certificate fmm the Doctors John Jones and Samuel
Bard, dated April 10th, 1776, was also read, and filed.
They therein certify that they have attentively examined
Mr. George Graham respecting his knowledge in Physick
and Surgery, and that they find him completely qualified to
act as a Surgeon's Mate.

Thereupon Resolved and Ordered, That George Graham
be, and he ishereby, appointed Surgeon's Mate to the Fourth
Regiment of Continental Troops, whereof Cornelius D.
Wynkoop, Esquire, is Colonel.

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius supply to any of the
Fie]d-Officers of Colonel Clinton's Regiment, or the order
of anyone of them, and, in the absence of all the Fie]d-
Officers of tbat Regimept, then to the Captains of that Re-
giment, respectively, the following articles for the respecti ve
Companies of that Regiment, who have not already been
supplied, viz: Shoes, Frocks, Bed-Covers, Cartouch-Boxes,
Belts, and Gun-Slings, Canteens, Haversacks, and Hose.
And that he take receipts of such Field-Officers or Captains,
to whom he shaJl have delivered the same.

Colonel Gilbert Drake having informed this Committee
that he is bound, by bond, for seventy Pounds and upwards,
payable to William Lownsberry, (one of tbe persons con-
'cerned in spiking the Cannon at King's Bridge, and who
escaped from confinement, and is now supposed to be on
board the Asia ship-of-war,) on the 1st day of this instant,
(May,) and that Reuben Bloomer had applied to him by
letter, signifying that he was authorized by the said Lowns-
berry to receive. tbe said moneys, and demanding payment
thereof,

Ordered, That the said Colonel Drake withhold pay-
ment of the said moneys until further order of this Com-
mittee, or the Provincial Congress of this Colony. And
that Colonel Drake cause a copy of this order to be servsa

. on tbe said Reuben Bloomer.

A Letter fium Isaac Gidney, dated the 20th day of April,
was delivered by Co]one] Joseph Bull, and read, and filed.
The said Isaac Gidney requests to be enlarged, on his
giving secJlrity in such manner as this Committee shall
direct.

Resolved and Ordered, That Isaac Gidney, a Prisoner,
confined in the County Jai] of Westchester County byoraf>r
of this Committee, be, and he is hereby discharged from his
confinement, and permitted to go at large on his givinlYsuf-
ficient security to the Chairman of the Committee ;f the
said County, that he will personally appear before the Pro..
vinci~1 Congress or Committee of Safety of this Colo~[jY
when he shall be thereto required; that he will not bear
anns against the inhabitants of the American Colonies, or
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00 any other act inimical to the liberties of the said Colo-
nies, or. contrary to any resolution or order of the Conti-
nental Congress or of the Provincial Congress or Committee
of Safety, or of any of the County Committees of this Colo-
ny, during the present contest between Great Britain and
the American Colonies; and on his paying the expenses of
his confinement, if he has any means wherewith to pay the
same.

Whereas Joshua Gidney, of 'WestchesterCounty, who was
conQned as Prisoner for his agency in spiking up the Can-
non beyond King's Bridge, formerly escaped, and it has
been intimated to this' Committee of Safety that the said
Joshua Gidn<;y is desirous to rE)turnto his family, and give
security for his appearance when required, and future good
conduct;

Resolved and Ordered, That the said Joshua Gidney be,
and is hereby, permitted to return to his family in Westches-
ter County, and to go at large on his giving sufficient secu-
rity to the Chairman of the Committee of the said County
that he will, from time to tiine, personally appear before the
Provincial Congress, or Committee of Safety of this Colony,
when he shall be thereunto required; that he will not bear
arms against the inhabitants of thr. American Colonies, or
do any other act inimical to the liberties of the said Colo-
nies, or contrary to any resolution or order of the Continen-
tal Congress, or of the Provincial Congress, or Committee of
Safi~tyof this Colony or of the Committee of any County
in this Colony witbin which he may reside, during the pre-
sent contest between Great Britain and the American
Colonies.

A Return from William Cross,Chairman of the Commit-
tee of Hanover Precinct, in Ulster County, dated the 22d
of April, was read and filed. He thereby returns Henry
Van Keuren (who had been formerly elected First Lieute-
nant) duly chosen Captain of the Company of Militia of
Foot, (formerly commanded by Captain William Jackson,
now in the Continental service,) and Robert il'lunnel duly
elected First Lieutenant in the place of Henry Van Keuren
promoted; that the elections were held agreeable to the
rules and orders of the Provincial Congress, in the presence
of John Berkky, James Rea, and the said William Cross.

Ordered, That Commissions issue for those gentlemen,
agreeable to the said Return; and Lheywere then issued
accordingly.

:Mr. Garrison, Chairman of the Committee of Richrrwnd,
now present, requests to know:

1st. Whether the inhabitants will be paid for some Fire-
wood furnished to the Troops in Richmond County. And
whether they must continue to supply the said Troops with
Firewood.

2d. To whom the Committee must apply for payment for
repairing the Guard-House, which was done at the request
of Lord Stirling.

He was directed to apply to Colonel fl'lijJlinfor both these
matters.

Mr. Garrison mentioned that he had lent a small sum to
an Officer recruiting in Richmond, and requested to know if
he would be paid.

He was desired to send in his Account before the Billet-
ing Roll, or recruiting fees of the Company, are paid off.

Die Veneris, 10 ho. A. M., May 3, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment. Present:
FOR NEw-YoRK.-Mr. Evert Bancker, Colonel .lUcDou-

gall.
FOR RICHMOND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Wisner, Jun.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Cuyper, Colonel Allison.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR WEsTcHEsTER.-Colonel Gilbert Drake, Colonel Jo-

seph Drake, Major Lockwood, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Paul-
ding.

FOR KING's.-Colonel Van Brunt.
Mr. William Paulding, who has been Chairman, with

leave, departed, that County being fully represented; and
Dirck Wynkoop, Jun., Esq., was unanimously chosen Chair-
man. . .

The Committee being informed that Captain Jesse Hunt,

of Westchester County, is about to take a journey to South-
Carolina; tbey made a Certificate as to Captain Hunt, and
delivered for his use a copy thereof, in the words following,
to wit:

" It is hereby certified that the hearer hereof, Captain Jesse
Hunt, of New-Rochelle, in Westchester County, is one of the
Captains of the Militia in Colonel Drake's Regiment, of that
County, formed pursuant to the regulations of the Provin-
cial Congress of this Colony; that the said Jesse Hunt is a
most vigilant and active officer, a steady ii'iend and guardian
of the liberties of his country, and, in his private character,
a gentleman of good reputation; and he is hereby cordiaJly
recommended to all friends to American liberty."

A Return from the Committee of .~outhhold, attested by
Robert Hempstead, Chairman, wherehy it appears that the
following persons were chosen Officers of two Companies of
:Minute-men in Colonel Josiah Smith's Regiment, viz:

First Company: Jonathan Bayley, Captain; JoshWJ
Youngs, First Lieutenant; John Tuthill, Second Lieute-
nant; James Reeve, Ensign.

Second Company: Pmd &eve, Captain; John Corwin,
First Lieutenant; David Horton, Second Lieutenant; Na-
thaniell1odson, Ensign.

Ordered, That Commissions issue to those Officers re-
spectively.

A Memorial of Dirck Leffertse, of the City of Mw-
York, Merchant, dated the 1st instant, was read, and filed.
He therein, in substance, sets forth, that upwards of thirty
Minute-men from TVcstchester,under the command of Co-
lonel Drake, have been quartered upon him at his house,
from some time in the month of February last until now, or
very lately; that he has furnished them with many neces-
saries and conveniences, viz; Firewood, Vegetables, Cider,
&c. That the said Minute-men, hy order of Engineer Smith,
(as he supposed,) went on the woodland of the Memorialist,
purchased for hi's own particular use to suppJy his family
with firewood, and cut down or destroyed a great part of the
trees there growing, and a]most entirely ruined the young
wood there, for building the Fort at Horne's Rook.

The Memorialist thereby prays the Congress or Com-
mittee to take the matters mentioned in the said Memorial
into consideration, and grant him :mch redress as they in
their discretion may think reasonable and adequate to the
loss and damage he has sustained.

Ordered, That the said Memorial be referred to the con-
sideration of the Provincial Congress.

4to ho. P. M., Die Veneris, May 3, 1176.

The following Members of the Committee met:
Dirck Wynkoop, Esq., Chairman.

FOR NEW-Y oRK.-Colonel Lott, CaptaIn Denning, Colonel
McDougall.

FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Wynkoop.
FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, (not a member.)
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Covenhoven, Colonel Van Brunt.

For want of a quorum, no business could be done.
At six o'clock, for Westchester, Colonel Gilbert Drak{t,

Mr. Thomas, and Major Lockwood, attended; but several
other Members having before departed, there was not a
quorum to be obtained, though a Messenger was sent out
for the purpose.

Die Sabbati, 10 ho. A. M., May 4, 1776.. The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Dirck Wynkoop, Jun., Esq., Chairman.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Colonel Lott, Captain Denning, Mr.

Evert Bancker, Mr. Roosevelt.
FOR AI.BANY.-Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Wynkoop.
FOR KING's.-Colonel Van Brunt.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Bancker.
FOR ORANGE.--Colone1 Allison.
FOR SUFFoLK.-Mr. Tredwell.
FOR W ESTcHEsTER;-Colonel Gilbert Drake, Major Lock-

wood, Mr. Thom-as.

.
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The Committee took into consideration the Letter from
Sam,,!el Tucker, Esq., President of the Committee of Safety
of New-Jersey, dated the 20th of April; and the examina-
tion of Henry Smith, on the - of April, relating to the
persons therein mentioned to have been employed in inlist-
mg men for the Ministerial Army.

Thereupon Ordered, That the Secretaries prepare and
certify copies of the said Letter from Mr. Tucker, and ex-
amination of Henry Smith, and enclose one copy of each to
the Chairman of the County Committee of TVeschester
County, another copy of each to the Chairman 01'Commit-
tee of Correspondence of Dutchess County, and a third copy
of each to the Chairman of the Precinct Committee at Fish-
kill.

That each of the said County Committees, and the Com-
mittee of Fishkill, respectively, be requested to give the most
.pointed directions and use every means in their power to
ha VI' Thomas Gibson and Robet.t Hamilton seized and taken;
that they cause both, or either of them that may be taken,
to be immediately confined in close Jail, in such manner as
to prevent an escape, or any conference with any accom-
l)lice, until he or they respectivelv can be broucrht to trial. r.

J b
,

or until the !Urther order of the Provincial Congress, or of
the Committee of Safety of this Colony; and that each of
the said Committees give such prudent directions as to pre-
vent the said Thomas Gibson or Robert lIamilton from
having any notice of this order, 01' of any -proceedincrs
thereon that may occasion their flight.

<:>

Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston attended, and produced his
orders from General 1Yashington. He is thcreby directed
to apply to the Committee of Safety to procure Arms for
the Soldiers of Colonel Clinton's Re(riment. .

Thereupon Ordered, That the Co~nmittees of the Coun-
.ties of Dutchess and Ulster, and the Committees of the re-

.s~ective Districts in those Counties, deliver to Lieutenant-
Colonel Livingston, or to such Captains in that Regiment
as shall have Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston's order, so
ma~y go?d Arms, fit for use, out of those collected by dis-
ar~ll~g disaffected persons in their respective Counties and
DJstl'lcts, as may be necessary to complete the arming of

. the Companies of that Regiment, now stationed at the For-
'tifications in the Highlands; that the Committees take care
.

to have the said Arms marked and appraised, and an ac-
count of the value, mark, and appraisement of each kept,
before the same are delivered; and that the Captain of each
Company take care to keep a roll of the value of each Gun,
Musket, or Firelock, ",.hich shall be delivered to him and. 'of the name of the Soldier to whom each such Gun Musket
or Firelock, shall be so delivered; and that he d~liver on~
copy of such Roll and value of the Arms of his Company,
to the Colonel or Commanding Officer of the Regiment,
and another copy to the Provincial Conrrressor Committee
of Safety of this Colony.

0

And Ord.ere~ further, That .the Committees in Suffolk
County do, III like manner, provide and deliver Arms to the
Captains of the three Companies of the Second Re!riment
which were raised in .that County; and that those C~ptain~
keep and r~turn the hke Rolls of the value of the Arms they
may so reCeIve, and of the names of their respective Soldiers
to whom delivered, in such manner that each Soldier may

. be accountable for the Arms delivered to him, or the value
. t~ereof; that the same may be acco.unted for to the pub-
hck.

And Resolved, That any Captains or Officers by whose
neglect or default the value of anyone or more such Arms
shall be lost to the publick, shall be accountable for the value
th ereo f.

Die J,unre, 10 ho. A. M, May 6, 1776.

The following Members met pursuant to adjournment:
Present: Dirck Wynkoop,Esq., Chairman.

FOR N}~w-YoRK.-Ca:ptain Denning, Mr. Bancker.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Wynkoop, Doctor De Witt, Colonel

Palmer.
FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, (who is not a member of

. the Committee, though a member of Congress.)
FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, MI'. Tredwell.
FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.

Near one o'clock, for want of a sufficient number of Mem-

bers to form a Committee; the gentlemen present adjourned
to foUl' o'clock.

All persons attending on the Committee on matters of
business, were directed to attend again at five o'clock.

4to ho. P. M., May 6, 1776.

The following Members met pl1J'suant to adjournment.

Present: Dirck Wynkoop, Jun., Esq., Chairman.
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Colonel Lott.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Wisner, Mr. De Witt,

Colonel Palmer.
FOR ALBANy.-Mr. Oothowlt.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, (of the Provincial Con-

gress, but not of the Committee of Safety.)
FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull.
.FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Lawrence, (late.) .

The gentlemen present, for want of a sufficient nurnber
of Members to form a complete quorum, could not do any
final act as a Committee; but Mr. Peter Pumon, who was
apprehended at the Narrows, and Joseph Blanchm'd, arrest-
ed by order of Genera1 11lashington, and sundry military
gentlemen who are witnesses, and necessarily obliged to
return to King's County, where they are stationed, beincr
attending, it was thought absolutely necessary to examine..o

Thereupon, the Letter received from General Washin".
tpn this morning, was read. The General thereby infor~;s
that Peter Puillon was yesterday apprehendea for havincr
supplied persons on board of the King's Ships with Prov~
sions, in violation of, and contrary to, the regu]ations which
have been adopted for preventing such practices; and tlllt
Joseph Blanchard was apprehended for carryincr on a cor-
respondencewith personson board.

0

'.New-York, May 6, 1776.

"GENTLY-MEN: I beg leave to refer to yoUI' examination
Joseph Blanchard and Peter Puillon, who were yesterday.
apprehended, the former on suspicion of carrying on a corres-
pondence with persons on board the King's ships, the latter
of ha ving supplied them with some provision, in violation of,
and contrary to, the regulations which have been adopted
for preventing such practices. There are witnesses against
both, which are ordered to wait on you; and also some
papers found in possession of Mr. Blanchard, which, though
previous to your resolves in point of date, indicate an inti-
macy between him and Colonel Fanning, the Secretary, to
whom, I am told, he has written since their publication, and
his knowledge of them.

"
I am, gentlemen, with great esteem, Y:OUl'most humble

servant ,
"GEORGE WASHINGTON.

"P. S. Captain Gibbs will deliver the papers."
Captain Derby says that on Friday eveninO" last he was

in company with Mr. Joseph Blanchard; that Joseph Blan-
chard said that the communication was not entirely cut off
with the ships below; that he had lately received letters
from thence; and that on the then last ~Mondayhe had writ-
ten a letter to Colonel Fanning, and delivered it to a friend
to .convey it, and that he was informed and believed it
was sent on board. Mr. Blanchard says he believes his
letter did go on board. Captain Derby further says, that
yesterday he went into Mr. Fisher's after he left the Gene-
ral's; that Mr. Blanchard there said several disagreeable
things; intimated that he thought Captain Derby would
take away his life; spoke in reflecting terms of the Arm)',
and said they were bought Whigs, and that it was not in tbe
power of the Army to cut off the communication with the
ships.

Joseph Blanchard says: That he did not mean to refleet
on the Army in general; but said he was a Whig from prin-
ciple, but that they were bought Whigs, (meaning the com-
pany then present.)

Captain Derby says that )ill'. Blanchard said if he h[,d
been treated like a gentleman it was in his power to have
found out the person who had conveyed the letters, but that
it was now too late, as he did not know that he could now
discover. Colonel Prescott confirms what Captain Derby
says as to what rassed at Fisher's; and says that, if it h~.d
not been with an expectation of getting further intelligence,
he should not have borne the insults thrown out against the
Whigs, and the insults offered to Captain Derby. That tiLe
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woman spoken of to have conveyed a letter from Blanchard
and some military books, was Mrs. Hatch.

Captain Gibbs says that after he had arrested Joseph
Blanchard, by order of General fVashington, Mr. Blanchard
told his landlady that he was arrested as being suspected of
carrying on a correspondence with Governour Tryon or his
Secretary; and that at that time he (Captain Gibbs) had
not intimated to Mr. Blanchard the cause of the arrest; that
the several letters and papers now delivered to the Commit-
tee were taken or received from the said Joseph Blan-
chard.

That the first paper he saw in the room was on his table,
and was General Sullivan's Brigade orders to his brigade
before he left New- York; that Mr. Blanchard told the ex-
aminant he did not know how he got that paper; and made
that observation before he asked anything about the paper.
or the orders.

.
That Mr. Blanchard said he had delivered the letter to

Mrs. Hatch; that Mrs. Hatch, after some recollection, said
that Mr. Blanchard often inquired there for lett('rs ; that she
had not any acquaintance with him; that he left a letter
and some military books for Colonel Fanning about ten days
ago; and that they were sent hy Colonel Fanning's ser-
vant.

Captain Gibbs says the letter to Lord Stirling was sealed
when he received it from Joseph Blanchard.

Captain Derby and Captain Gibbs severally say that Mr.
Blanchard said that he knew the communication with the
vessels was stopped, and that any communication with them
was against the Resolution of the Committee of Safety, and
the General's Proclamation.

Lieutenant Brown, of Colonel Prescott's Regiment, con-
firms Captain Derby's testimony; arid says, filrther, that Mr.
Blanchard said he received those orders of General Sullivan
at Lieutenant Fisher's, of Colonel Wyan's Regiment; that
he has inquired of Lieutenant Fisher, who says he never
saw such orders, and does not know that such had been in
his house or taken from thence.

.

That Mr. Blanchard said he was not paid for being a
Whig; that the officers were paid for being Whigs, and
were bought Whigs. Colonel Prescott says that Mr. Blan-
chard said the communication with the ships never would
be found out, and never would be stopped; that he did not
know the method of communication; that he never ask~d
the mode of communication, or he supposed it would have
been told him; that he did not desire to know the method
of the communication; and that if he did know it he would
not discover it.

.

Mr. Blanchard says that a woman who lives with Mrs.
Hatch brought him the letter from Colonel Fanning; that
she told him she would soon have an opportunity to send
down there; that when he sent his letter, he knew it was
against the Resolution of the Committee of Safety; and that
his only reason for writing was to endeavour to secure the
money mentionp,d in one of the letters, which he was un-
willing to lose.

Die Mercurii, 10 ho, A. M., May 8, 1776.

The Committee met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Dirck TJTynkoop,Jun., Esq., Chairman.

FOR NEW-Y oRK.-lVIr. Bancker, Mr. Beckman, Captain
Denning, Colonel McDougall.

FOR Knm's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR ALBAN¥.-Mr. Cttyler, Mr. Glenn, Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, Mr. Haring.
FOR ULSTE;R.-~fr. Wynkoop, Doctor De Witt, Mr. Wis-

ner, Colonel Palmer.
.

FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Lawrence.
FOIt SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Tredwell, Mr.

Wickham.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding, Mr. Ward.

Mr. Philip Woodward, of Newtown, in Queen's County,
on lvassau-Island, (having received a warrant from the Pro-
vincial Congress of this Colony for recruiting men in a
Company of Continental Troops, raising for the defence of
this Colony,) attended, and was admitted. He informed
this Committee that, notwithstanding the best endea ~'ours of
the officers of the Company, they have been unsuccessful in
that service, and have little prospect of being able to recruit
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so many men as will entitle them to Commissions. Mr.
Woodward, considering that the defence of this Colony nec('~-
sarily requires the immediate raising and imbodying the said
ti'<mps, generously offered to resign his said warrant in the
said Company, to the end that some other person be em-
ployp,d who may have it in his power to raise the men with
that expedition which the service absolutely requires.

Thereupon, Resolved and Ordered, That, fi'om the ne-
cessity of the case, Mr. Woodward's resignation be accepted
of; that he be paid for his services from thp, date of his
warrant to this day, and that the thanks of this Committee
be, and are hereby, given him fi)l' his patriotick spirit shown
on this occasion; that Mr. TJToodward's conduct is an addi-
tional proof of his attachment to the true interests of his
country; and that the benefit of the publick service only has
induced Mr. TVoodward to this resignation, and induced this
Committee to accept it.

Ordered, That a copy of the aforegoing be delivered to
Mr. Woodward.

Thomas J.1litchell, of Great-Neck, in the Township of
Hempstead, in Queen's County, being examined, says: That
Captain John Sands, agreeable to the Resolution of the
Provincial Congress, has called out his Company once a
month to muster; that Thomas fVooley, of Cow-Neck, Felt-
maker, within the district whereof Mr. John Sands is Cap-
tain, on two different days of mustering or training, would
not answer to his name, nor appear in the ranks, or muster;
that Captain ~j'ands levied a fine for each neglect; that he
(this examinant) was informed, by sundry persons, that the
said Thomas TVooley applied to a Magistrate to have a suit
brought against Captain Sands to recover back the fines
which had been levied by distress; that on Saturday, the
4th instant, the Company was again called out to muster
and train; that the said Thomas Wooley was there at the
place of training, and refused to train, or answer to his
name when called; that when he was called on Saturday
last, he went to Captain John Sands, and spoke to him in
an abrupt manner, and, about half an hOllr after, abused the
Captain very much, and challenged the Captain to fight
him with sword and pistol; that some days before this, he
(this examinant) was informed that said Thomas Wooley
challenged Captain Sands in the like manner, and that
Captain Sands told him he should apply to the Committee
if he thought himself aggrieved, and that Wooley said he
knew no Committee, but would apply to a Magistrate;
that Captain Sands's Company were called to train on the
first Saturday in April; that after the Clerk had, on that
day, called his name three times, and he neglected to an-
swer, Captain Sands said, Mr. TVooley, it seems you do not
choose to answer to your name; that Wooley answered, I
will so far answer as to let you know that you have no right
to call me here, and that I do not consider myself as within
your District. That on Saturday last, after the said Thomas
Wooley had ill-treated the Captain and challenged him,
and refused to answer when called, Captain Sands made
out a warrant against the said Thomas Wooley, and sent him
under a guard, with Aspinwall Cornell, his Second Lieu-
tenant, to Queen's County Jail; that he (the examinant)
was informed that Ilope ~Uills, the Jailer, when the prisoner
was brought to him, said he was not a Jailer for the Can.
gress, and thought he had no right to keep him; that he has
been further informed, that on the next day the Jailer ap-
plied to the Sheriff, who, as this examinant was informed,
directed him not to retain the prisoner with.out a warrant
from a Magistrate; that the said Thomas Wooley was that
day discharged; that the said Wooley publickly says, that
the Captain's warrant was of no validity, and threatens to

.
prosecute the whole guard who went with him to Jamaica,
in obedience to Captain Sands's warrant.

THOMAS MITCHELL.

Sworn this 8th day of May, 1776, before me,
An. BRASHER, Alderman.

Ordered, That Captain John Sands, of Great-Neck, be
requested, without delay, to cause Thomas TT'oolcy,of Cow-
Neck, Feltmaker, to be apprehended and sent to the PfQ-
vincial Congress or Committee of Safety, at New- York,
under a proper Guard, at the sole expense of the said ThQ-
mas J¥ooley, and, with all convenient speed, to be further
dealt with as the said Congress or Committee of Safety shall

94
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direct; and that Captain Sands send down anyone or two
witnesses that he may think proper.

The Committee took in consideration, and examined into
the case of Peter Puillon; and heard the said Peter Puil~
lon also state his case, which he appeared to do with can-
,dour. It fully appears to this Committee, that the Regula-
tions adopted for preventing the intercourse with the Ships
were not published in Richmond County until Thursday, the
2d, or Friday, the 3d instant; that the said Peter Puillon,
from his remote situation, was entil'ely unacquainted with
any Regulations on that subject; that the said Peter Puil-
Ion left his house with a considerable sum of money to dis-
charge a debt he owed to a person in King's County, and
with some articles of provisions, intended for N,ew- York
market, of the value of about three Pound". It further ap-
pears, by the testimony of a gentleman of reputation, that
the said Peter Puillon was as near to the shore with his
boat, and at as great a distance from the Ship Asia at the
time the ship fired at him, as he could be with safety at that
time of the tide; that his situation with the wind and tide
was such, that he could not safely escape when the Ship
fired at him. It further appears, by the testimony of repu-
table witnesses, that the said Peter Pl~illon, fi'om the gene-
ral tenour of his conduct and behaviour, has appeared to
be, and has been esteemed a fiiend to the liberties of his
country.

Resolved therefore, That though the said Peter PuilllJn
has been unfortunate in being the means of supplying the
Ship Asia with certain Provisions, mentioned in a list or
memorandum now in his custody, and would have been cul-
pable for the risk he run with the said Provisions if he had
known of, or had an opportunity to have known of the Re-
gulations adopted with respect to the said Ships; yet it is
the opinion of this Committee that the said Peter Puillon
was entirely innocent in this instance, and did not take the
said Provisions in his Boat with any intention or design to
supply the said Ship with Provisions.

And it is earnestly recommended to the said Peter Puil-
lon not only to be very cautious himself, but also to endea-
vour to prevent any other inhabitant of Richmond County
from attempting to come, with any Provisions, within reach
of the guns of the said Ship, or of any other Ministerial Ship
or Vessei which may be in that Channel, and to use his
best endeavours to make the Regulations adopted with
respect to the said Ships publickly known in Richmond
County.

Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius deliver to Captain
Beauman such Barrack necessaries for his Company, agree-
able to the Continental, or usual Regulations, as he may
want, and Colonel Curtenius has in store, taking Captain
Beauman's receipt for the same.

Major Malcom, Mr. Berrien, and Mr. Harper, of the City
Committee, a~tending, were admitted. They requf'sted that
a Magistrate, or some proper person, may be appointed to
attend, with the Members of the Committee Qfthe City, to
administer an oath to such persons as they shall disarm, that
they have faithfully delivered up all their arms.

Mr. Alderman Brasher, now present, was requested to
attend that service; and it is agreed that he be excused
from attendance in the Congress Chamber while he is em-
ployed in that service.

A Letter, and an Indent therein enclosed, from Captain
Varick to Mr. McKesson, (by order of General Schuyler,)
were read, as follows, viz :

"Albany, May I, 1776.

" SIR: I am directed by General Schuyler to write to

you, desiring you to send up one hundred spades with all
possible despatch to Mr. Philip Van Rensselaer, store-keep-
er at this place.

" I am also dir~cted by the General to send up to Ticon-
deroga a suit of ssils of certain dimensions for a periaugur,
and' as much rope as will rig two Albany sloops, (cables,
shrouds, and hausers excepted,) and also enough for two
large periaugurs. Blocks for all.' .

" On inquiry,I am informedthat no sailclothis to be h:J.d
in this town, and that the Provincial Congress have pm-
chased all that was to be had at New- York, for the use of
the Colonies; I therefme request you, in the name of the
General, to send up to Mr. Rensselaer five bolts of good
sailcloth, without the least delay.

"Enclose you an estimate of the rope which will be
wanted for the purposes above-mentioned, of which none is

'to be had here, and which I also request you, in the Gene- -

ral's name, to send immediately to this place.
"Captain Jovis (who is now here) informs me that his

son can supply this article.
"It may be proper to show the estimate t? some rope-

maker or rigger at New- York, to know whether there will
be sufficient; if there is not, you will be pleased to send as
much as may be thought necessary.

"I beg you to procure an account of what blocks will be
necessary for two sloops and two periaugurs, from some
rigger or blockmaker in New-York, and to send them up
with the rope, as nOlleof these article8 are to be had here.

"All the articles above-mentioned are so much wanted
at the Lakes, and not to be had .anywhere but at New-York,
that I must earnestly entreat you that no delay may be made
in sending them up to this place.

"I am, sir, your n1Os'tobedient humble servant,
"RICHARD VARICK,

"Secretary to ltlaj. Gen. Schuylfr.

"To John McKesson, Esq., Secretary to the New- York
Provincial Congress, or, in his absence, to Robert Benson,
Esquire.

" An Indent for makin~'f Running Rigging and Stays for
two Sloops, tlte size of Albany Sloops.

"Two coils, 2~ inches, 100 fathom each, lor Halliards;
Tackle )1"'alls;Jib Sheets; 2 Jib Stays, 16 fathom each;
2. Down Hauls, Ii-inch, 16 fathom each; 100 fathom Rat-
line; 2 Schooners' Rigging, viz: 100 f..'lthom,3-inch; 2
Stays, 28 fathom, 3~-inch; 2 coils, 2-inch, 120 fathom; 1
coil of Thread Ratline; Spun Yarn in proportion for the
whole, Houseline, Marline; 1 dozen Hamberline, white."

A Letter from Captain Varick, Secretary to General
Schuyler, directed to Mr. ~McKesson,was read, and is pre-
fixed. Mr. Varick thereby requests, in the General's name,
the articles mentioned in the following order, to be forward-
ed to Albany with all possible despatch.

Thereupon Ordered, That Colonel Curtenius, as Com-
missary, tran8mit to Albany by the first opportunity for the
Continental service, in compliance with General Schuyler's
request, (made by his Secretary,) a complete set of Blocks,
of every kind, for two Vessels and two rigged Periaugurs
on the Lakes, and five pieces of' English Duck for Sails (,Jf
the Periaugurs ; and the following Rigging and necessaries,
viz: 6 coils of Spun Yam; 2 Jib Stays, of 6! inches; 200
fathom 2-inch Rope; 200 fathom 2~-inch Rope; 100 f:1-
thom 3-inch Rope; 2 eoils of Ratline; 3k-inch Stays; I
dozen of white Hamberline; 12 dozen ofJYlarline and Hous(~-
line; and that he direct the Storekeeper or Commissary at
Albany to give notice thereof, when he receives those art.i-
cles, to Major-General &huyl~r, or to Captain Varick.

NEW-YORK PROVINCIAL COXGRESS.
Die Mercurii, 4-ho. P. M., May 8, 1776.

Several matters of the utmost importance, as well to the
United Colonies in general, as to this Colony in particular,
rendering it necessary for a speedy meeting of the Provin-
cial Congress of this Colony, the Committee of Safety there-
fore ordered Circular Letters to be sent to all the Members,
requesting their attendance in Provincial Congress, at New-
York, 011the first day of this instant, (i"Uay.) On that day,

.and every day since, many Members attended, but not a

sufficient number to make a Congress till this afternoon;
when the following Members met, viz:
FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. &ott, Mr. ]3eekman, Colonelll-1(-

Dougall, Mr. Evert Bancker, Colonel Brasher, Mr.
Denning.

FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. TVard, Colonel Jos~ph Drake,
Mr. Paulding, Colonel Letvis Graham.

FOR RICH)10ND.-Mr. Lawrence.
FOR ALBAN¥.-Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Oothoudt, Mr. Glen.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, Mr. Haring.
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FOR KING's.-Mr. Polhemus.
FOR ULsTER.-Mr.Wynkoop, Mr. De Tntt, Colonel Pal-

mer, Mr. Wzsner... ._==~..
FOR SUFFOLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Tredwcll, Mr.

Wickham.
..

~~-
.

~

The President, General Woodhull, took the Chair, and
the Congress procee(fed .tQ.business~

The Congress haying found, by experience, that the p~b-
lick service is daily suffering for want of money, and bemg
informed by many Members that the Treasury has for the
most part of the timJ~.bY!"!:L~mptynear three weeks past, and
that several Mem~~rs.ha,v~ lent considerable sums for the
publick service; that sundry OffiCersunder marching-orders
from ~he General, are now in town, waiting for money to dis-
~haro-e the billeting;a.rtaOiT1er expenses of their men, without
which they cannot reriiov~ t~.<'~; d!at the sum this C?ngress .
ordered to be issuetL by thelJomrlJlttee of Safety, bemg en.
tirely in small billsm~d_e forchange, require? so much tir;ne
to sign the bills thatthe m2I1.fiYcannot be sIgned so fast as
to satisfy the demands on the Treasury:

Therefore.Resolved and Ordered, That the whole sum
ordered by this C()ngress'on the 5th day of March last, to
be printed be issued. That Mr. Isaac Roosevelt be request-
ed to hav~ all the :aills memiQl1ed in the Resolutions of this
Con<rress on thatday:-al.ld-ordercd by those Resolutions to
be p~inted, to wit: .the jyhole _~1I1!.1of one hundred and thir-
ty-seven thousand five.huQdrtJliDollars, numbered, signed,
and sent to the Trw.~iJry~ --- -

.

The Cono-ress Took into consideration the state of Colonel0> .
McDougall's RegIment, and heard theReturns of each sepa-
rate Company read.

Ordered, ThatCaptain Brown, of Colonel McDougall's
Regiment, and hisSclJalterns, and the Subalterns of the
Company whereof9a~tain Willet was appointed to b.e Cap-
tain, do attend oil UUf>_Gongress to-morrow mornmg, at
eleven o'clock.

U
--===-.:~c-

Captain Increrise QhiltlJ!.ttending, was admitted. He in-
formed the Congress, that, by order of the Committee of
Safety, he was authorjzl3Q to inli~t ,1 Company in the Conti.
nental service in..this Colony, on condition that he could
raise his Company lntl1reeweeks from the 12th day of
April ~ast; thathl:\_.II:!I~ thegent~eman intended as ?is
First Lreutenant, ha,"e mhsted fifty-SIx men; that he receIV-
ed his warrant~~J~tEJ_Jl1ai he ha.<!lIot had the opportunity
which he before~~}(.Pfi~ted to mhst out of the MinUte Regi.
ment, and that. he!Jal~illcL'\,ith greater difficulties in re-
cruiting thaa he expected.

Resolved, ThaJ if Captain Increase Child, and his First
Lieutenant, shalf,U,Vithin fourteen days from this day, bring
fifty-six or more men, fit for service, to Lieutenant-Colonel
Livingston, to join the. Regiment at the Fortifications in the
Highlands, and the[e~fteiQ1J..taln from Lieutenant-Colonel
Livingst"n, and transmit to the Provincial Congress or Com-
mittee of Safety, a certificate thereof, that the said Increase
Child and John=Lloyd, his First Lieutenant, shall be enti-
tled to CommiSsioIl§~_ That if the said Company be com-
pleted within thtee\veekSl'fomiliis<!ay, that the other Sub-
alterns shall alsgj;leentitled. toJ2?oolpmissions.

This Congress being informed that Genera] Washington
has ordered LiI3I.iJ£!lilI1t~ColonetJ;i~ingston to repair to the
Hiahlands, are Qf opinion iliat tEeywould not discharge their
duty to the COU.OM.!!'!'and mighUncur blame, if Colonel
Nicoll should p.f,U;p1!tinued there in service.

Resolved therefore, That ColonelNicoll be relieved from
further service at present, at the Fortifications, as soon as
Lieutenaot-CQ.Is.mel Livi1}gston shall have arrived there, and
be ready to rece~15icomiTIa..Il<l. That the thanks of this
Congress be, aniihereby are, given to Colonel Nicoll for his
faithful service, and his strict attention to the pub lick inte-
rests, since he h8Ji b~e1un~11e command at the snid Fortifi-
cations. -

Die Jovis, 9 ho. A. M., May 9, 1776.
The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: GenefaI WQ.o.d}l,uZZ;President.
FOR NEW-Y O:nK..-::-1\'J~ott,qolonel ltfcDougall, Mr.

Prince, Mr. JJe~7crnJ!'rJ, Mr. B£tIU;ker, Mr. Roosevelt.
FOR ALBANY.o¥r".o-..7JfuI--rtr,Mr. Glen, Mr. Oothoudt.
FQR KlNG's Mr..P_olhemus) Mr. Covenhoven.

FOR RIcmIOND.-Mr. Lawrertce.
FORW ESTCHESTER.-Colonel Joseph Drake, Colonel Gra-

ham, Mr. Paulding, Mr. Ward.
FOR SUFFoLK.--General Woodhull, Mr. Trcdwell, Mr.

Wickham.
FOR ULsTER.-Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. De TJlitt,Colonel Pal-

mer, Mr. Wisner.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Haring, Colonel Allison.

Ordered, That Mr. Norwood, the Commissary, deliver to,
the Captains Griffin, Roe, and Davis, of Colonel Clinton's
Reo-iment, for the use of their respective Companies, Car-
tridge-Pouches, Bayo~ets, Slings, and Flints, not excee~ing
eighty-four of each article to each Company, except Flmts,
and of those two hundred and fifty-two to each Company,
and take'their respective receipts for the same.

Major ~Makomattending, was admitted. He informed tl~e
Congress that the Second Regiment has been on duty SIX

.weeks, and are much in want of money; he requested that
a month's pay might be paid to them. Mr. .Malcomwith-
drew.

Ordered, That Mr. Scott, Mr. Bancker, Mr. Paulding,
and Mr. Cuyler, be a Committee to inquire into the terms
and conditions on which the Second Regiment were em-
ployed, and by whom, and whether they will be paid at
Continental expense; and that the said Committee, or a ma-
jorityof them, report with all convenient speed.

Captain Brown, of Colonel McDougall's Regiment, with
his Subalterns, and the Subalterns for inlisting the Company
whereof Captain Willet was formerly appointed Captain, at-
tending according to order, were admitted. Their Returns
were examined, whereby it appears that the Subalterns of
the late Captain Willet's Company have only seventeen or
eio'hteen men, Non-Commissioned Officers induded, in their
C~mpany, and Captain Brown no more than twelve or thir-
teen men, Non-Commissioned Officers included, in his Com-
pany. Those gentlemen being withdrawn, the Congress
taking the state of those Companies into consideration, are
of opinion that the publick exigencies absolutely require that
those gentlemen be dismissed the service.

Therefore RClwlved, That they be dismissed, and they
are hereby dismissed acc€:lrdingly; and that they be paid for
their services from the dates of their respective warrants to
this day, and their inlisting money for so many effective men
as they shall deliver to the Regiment when they shall have
delivered the arms and accoutrements they have received
to Captain John Johnson; and that it be recommended to
Colonel McDougall to add the Privates of those two Com-
panies to Captain John Johnson's Company. And it is
hereby declared that the above-mentioned gentlemen are not
dismissed from any dissatisfaction with their conduct, but
with great reluctance from necessity only, because they have
been so unfortunate in their attempts to recruit their Com-
pames. .' .

And as to such Non-Commissioned Officers of those two
Companies as are well qualified for their offices,

Resolved, That they be placed in such Companies of the
Regiment as are not supplied with such Officers, and that
the other Non-Commissioned Officers of the said Com panies
be, and they are hereby, dismissed.

Mr. Roosevelt informed the Congress that he has sent
twelve or thirteen hundred Pounds, in small money, to the
Treasury; that he has, pursuant to the ..orderof this Con-
gress, delivered out a number of the paper Bills of large de-
nominations to be signed, and expects that, by ltIonday next,
several thousand Pounds will be ready to send to the Trea-
sury.

The Petition of Joseph Wood, the younger, on behalf of
himself and other Merchants in Philadelphia therein named,
was read. They therein set fr)fJhtheir 105shy tho seizure
of a vessel and cargo belonging to them, by Josia'Altlartin,
Esquire, late Govemour of North- Carolina, with an account
of their loss thereto annexed, amounting to one thousand
two hundred and ninety-five Pounds three Shillings and
seven Pence, Pennsylvania currency; and pray an order to
seize the Effects of the said Josiah Martin, in this Colony,
to reimburse the Petitioners. The invoices and bills of
lading of the cargo of the said vessel, a report of a Com-
mittee of the Congress of Nort'A-Carolina on the case of
the Petitioners, and also a protest of Thomas Jones, a Not!!ry

..
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'Publick at North- Ca.rolina for the loss s.uffercd by the Peti-
tioners, were severaJIy read. *

Ordered, That ::\11'.Scott, Mr. Wynkoop, and Mr. Haring,
be a Committee to take the said Petition and Papers into
consideration, and report thereon with all convenient speed.

A Letter fi'om iVlr.Abraham Livingston, requesting that his
contract for supplying the Troops be settled, and offering to
relinquish said contract, as the Continental Congress con-
sider his agreement extravag~nt, was read and filed.

A copy qf a Letter fi'omMr. Livingston to the Conti-
nental Congress, also offering to relinquish said contract, was

-read and filed.

Die Jovis, 4to ho. P. M., May 9, ] 776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: General Woodhull, President.

FOR NEw- Y ORI{.-Ml'. Scott, Mr. Evert Bancker, .Mr.
Prince, Colonel Lott.

FOR KING's.-Mr. Covenhoven.
. N>:w.YoRK, S8.
To the Honow'able P,'esident and othel' Jlfembel'8 of the Ppovincial

Cong,'e88 of the PI'ovince of NEw, YORK, met ill Congl'e88, at the
City of NEW'YORK.

. The Petition of S.OIuEL MASSEY, CHAIILES MASSEY, and JOSEPH
WOll[), the youngeI', of the City of PHILADELPIIIA, .:Jfel'chant8, humbly
8howfth :
That your Petitioners, in the beginning of the month of January last

past, purchased a sloop or vessel called the JOBejlh, whereof TViliiamRad.
don was late master, and loaded on board the said vessel a cargo of provi-
sions to proceed with the same from the city of Philadelplda to Savannah,
in the Province uf Geo''gia, as appears by an in voice and bill of lading
herewith exhibited.

That the said Sloop J08eph proceeded on her intended voyage, and On
the ]3th day of Pebruary last past, was taken by an armed vessel, called
the General Gage, whereof one Ge01'ge Sible8 was commander, and car-
ried into Cape.Peal', in the Province of J'V'o»th-Cm'olina, where the said
Sloop J08eph was detained, and the cargo on board of her embezzled,
particularly by Josin" ~Uartin, late Governour and Commander-in. Chief
of that Province, as fully appears by the protest of the aforesaid TVilliam
Raddon, herewith also exhibited.

That the said Sloop Josep", with her cargo, were illegally confiscated
by the said George Sible8 and the said J08iah .~fm'tin, without libel or
condemnation, whereby your Petitioners are sufferers to near the amount
of fifteen hundred Pounds, current mllney of the Provincc of Penn8ylva-
nia.

That your Petitioners, immediately after the capture of the said Sloop
J08ejlh, made application to the Provincial Congress of the said Province
of No),th. Cal'olina, who appointed a Committee to consider the facts as
stated by your Petitioners, which said Committee reported thereon, as
appears by the copy of the same likewise exhibited.

Your Petitioners therefore pray that your honourable House will take
their unhappy case into particular consideration, and grant them an order
to seize the effects of the aforesaid J08iah Martin within the Province
of JVew-Yol'k, to reimburse the loss your Petitioners have sustained by the
capture and detention of the said Sloop J08eph and her cargo, or such
other relief as to your honourable House shall seem meet.

And your Petitioners will ever pray.
JOSO:PHWOOD, for 8elf and copartners.

.!In e8timate of the 1088 8u8tained by the capture of the Sloop JOSEPH,,
.WILLIAM R~DDON, late JJ:[a8ter.

The Sloop J08eph, with her furniture, tackle, and apparel,
and outlits, cost, JanuU1'y 5, ) 776, - £625 0 0

The cargo On board of her cost, as per invoice, 6'70 3 7

--
Pennsylvania currency, -£1295 3 7

NORTH,CAROLINA, IN CO-,,-f;RESS,.!lp,'il ]2, 1776.
The Committee for taking into consideration the Petition of J08eph

1Vood and partners, reported as follows:
Your Committee having inquired into the several allegations set forth

in the said Petition, do report as follows: C

That said J08eph IVood and partners, with permission of the Com.
mittee of the City and Liberties of PhiladelPhia, did, on the 5th day of
January last past, load on board the Sloop J08eph, William Raddon
mastcr, sundry goods and merchandise on their own account, to the value.
of six hundred and seventy pounds three shillings and seven penee; on
the account of William Todd one hundred and ninety pounds; of J08eph
ff'Ood, Jun., ten pounds; of Tnlliam Raddon nine pounds eighteen shil-

lings, prime cost in Philadelphia; all which were consigned to the said
J08eph TVood, Jun" and bound to Geologia; that in his passage, the said
sloop and cargo were taken by an armetl vessel called the General Gage,
G.:orge Sybles master, anti carried into Cape-Fear River, where J08iah
.JI.1ll1,tin,Esq" late Governour of this Province, bore the chief command;
and the officers under command of the said J08iah .Martin did violently
seize the said sloQp and cargo, and apply them to the use of the enemies
of .!lmel'ica, whereby the said J08eph and partners lost fifteen hundred
pounds, current money of Pennsylvania, over and above the profits they
might reasonably have made.

The House, taking the same into consideration, concurred therewith.
By ortler: JAMES GII£I;'1O',JUN., Secretary.

.NoaTH,CAROLINA, EnENToN, ss.
By tllis publick instrument of protest and writing, bearing date here-

FOR ALBAN¥.-Mr. Cuyler, Mr. ()othaudt, Mr. Glen.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, Mr. lIajing.

~

FOR SUFFoLK.-General WOQdkull, Mr. Tredwell, Mr.
TTzckham. .

FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Ever/ Bcinr;ker.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Dc WitCEI!.~Wisnel'.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulifing, Colonel Lewis Gra-

ham, Colonel Joseph Drake. -

The Committee of Safety reported tothisQongress, tbat
.Brigadier-General Gatt:s attend~(ryesterdayCwith a MessaO"e
fi'om his Excellency General Washington. That he deli ver~d
a Letter from Thomas .R. lIarris, late ,lVlasti~~~1\'1ate, and
William Metcalfe, late Midshipman of theMinisi.t'lj~1 amlrd
vessel the Savage, now prisonerS::OT-wa~in theJ~), request-
ing some re]axation of their conOneIIlGnt, l\{r..G:ates men-
tioned that many slleh prisoners haye been enlarged, and are
prisoners on their parole. That, his ExceJI£!l(iy Genera!
Wash£ngton thinks it necessary thatsorne inlandi()wn or vil-
lage in this Colony should be fixe~_~~,-where t~~~abov:e-men-

after mentioned, be it known and manifu~~,to aU~hol~-it;:;'-ay- concern,
that on the 25th day of .}[arch, in the year of our J,ord one thousantl
seven hundrt'd and seventy.,ix, before me, Thoma8 .folle8, notary a ,,,I
tabellion publick, residing at Edenton, in the Province~i!.fQi~itl, by law-
ful authority, duly admitted and sworn IlecQrding to law, pen<.QvaJlyap-
peared IVilliam Haddon, late master of tflC Sloop J08ejlh,-a:nu'made oath
On the Holy Evangelist of Almighty Goel, before me, as-notaryaforesaLtI,
that on the 9th day of Januw'y last past, he (this dl'ponent) j;J\iled with
the said Sloop Joscph from the city of Philaileljl/da, bound to Savannah,
in the Province ot Gem'gia, and proceedeullQwn to.RefllJj- I8l<r1l{!,in the
river of IJela-ware, when the navigation -wiIs obstructed !:>ythe ice, until
the lIth day of l'eb,'uaI'ylast past, when thi. deponcnt eailed wWHhe said
Sloop J08ejlh on hi. intended voyage;

t!''!Lc!lriy in tbimoiiring of the]3th day of the same month, the said SlOop Joseph, then befug in the
latitutle of 35° 10', and about fifteen league";; from the lan(f,-t1iiS<Jcponent
discovered a vessel on the weather-quarter, steering down for~her; tlll,t
this deponent immediately ma.!e aU thei~iI1i,e. could/j-omJhe said ves-
sel, anti it being smooth water, ran very fastfrom her; tj~atin the after-
noon it fell calm, when this deponent diecoveicd a b-oat rowing from the
said vessel, (she then being about a league astern,) a,pdoooutlive o'c/ork
in the evening the said boat came alongsitle the said Sloop ~Jo-'eph; that
this deponent hailed the people on boar<Jt!~sJlid boat, ~and requested to
Know what was the vessel a.tern ; they infilrm~d him ih~ _~as.ihe arm{.d
Sloop General Gag-e, commanded by Ge(ji:f/e fAbles; bouna Irom B08totl
to Calle-Peal', and then immediately boarded tbe sajdS!oop Joseph, being
eight in number, completely armetl with muske s and cutlasses; that as
soon as they got on board, thl' officerwh()coll1mandedJli~mor<!eretl tks
deponent to get into the boat and go @jward the~said:t;lQ9PGene,'"l
Gage, with his papers, which this deponcnt!!e~ordiRgl'ydit1Ubat when
thIs deponent got on board the same, he deliveretl his paFel's to the com-
mandmg offjcer, who, after perusing them, toldJllis depormrt that the said
Sloop J08ejJ/, was a good' prize, "papers-~orTIO pnpers," as he bild orders
to seize every vessel he met" ith lIIJ his 'F3-S!iagd; and tfiCri~~dliected thj~
deponent to remajn on buartl the said Sloop Gene)'al G{~g'ec;where this
deponent was put into the hold with the common seatncn~-lhat the same
evening the mate and seamen belonging to the said Sloop Ju-'ijlh were
taken out ?f her and put on board the said;.$loop Genel>al Gage, and a
mate and SIX men were sent on board the said Sloop Joiep7iTo"":navigate
her into Cajle-Peal'; that on the 21st day of the same month, the sai,!
Sloop General Gage got into the Cape.Feai;

Ri't'e,', and ~oriTfi~_~~d day,
of the same month, the said Sloop J08eph also nnived, anuwa,Junoore;l
under the guns of the Palcon sloop.of-war,commanded by JoillCLindsey,
then Commodore of the lIeet ly ing at Fi,;.t J(Jhn~i01i.;t1ii.it"ilie ne~t
day after the arrival of the said Sloop J08eph. Ond Jolin C~lI!'tt, w]i'o earn.)
passenger in the said Sloop Gene)'al Gage,TromBQ~.ton~~Jio, as thi.
deponent was informed, had a commissiQtI'"iis Captain of a company of

"
Loyal j<'ensible .!lmel'ican8," went on bparq the sail! SloopJ;;seph, with

the commander of the said Sloop Gellual GaQ:e, and]HQke open the hold
of the said Slovp JosePh, and took out a bU,tt of porier, ii~parcelof loaf~
sugar, and cheese; that a few days after, the p\lr,~er oithe Scol'pioJ< sloop.
of-war came down from B,'Ullo1Wick wit4.,i!iJ"m-gerfrQm JosiahA;lal'tin,
E.q., late Governour and Commander.in-V1iJ~fpfth:~1>i!'~i~9resaid,
to take a large quantity of provisions outpfihc_said'Sloop .J08eph; being
part of the cargo of the same; that this deponent rcmah'leu a prisoner on
board the said Sloop Gel1el',al Gage unti!tnc.4ihd!!~ 01 Jf~':£Ijrstant,
when he made hts escape, WIlh J08ejl" Wood,~part own:er of the~jiju ::5loop
J08eph, and several other persons who ha4wen dettJ-,m~ piis()]'!!!l's with
this depunent by special orders given by the aforr:s!!idJoh,~LliI7!$fIY to the
commander of the said Sloop Genel'al Gagc.~.'~.~_, ~

Whereforc, the said i'Villiam. Raddon, late mllster !!S aforesaid, before
me, ditl protest against the said George Sible8, commnnder ()fthe said
Sloop General Gage, the said John Collett, tn.esaid ,Mm:l-ln718ey, com..
mander of the Palcon sloop.of-war. and. tlie~aidJo8ial!J!lar!i!!, latE
Governour and Commander.in-Chief of \h£:,PrOvilj&eafores1lid, and all
other persons with them conc,~rned, fora]]~lo§ses, costs, ~

an,r damages,
whatsoev",r, that hath or may accrue to the owners, freighters, or insurers,
or any persOn or persons whatsoever conC:lITm:.cIJo th!!so.iJL§100p-J08eph,

. and the cargo on board the same, for the reasons hereitl.beTorenl'llitioned.

Whereupon, J, the Eaid Thoma" Jone,., notilry as aforesaicI;~at-ilie1D"tance
and request of the said William Raddon:r1fd, arid eto hereby SQI~mnly,
and in due form, sign and attest thi. present protest ofdor,concemipg all
and singular the premises aforesaid in the partic!!!ar man ocr nereili:l.ietore-
mentioned and expressed, as if the same wwehcri'!!{ingaTn l'artjeuIarly
mentionetl and repeated.

. ~

Wn.LJAJII'RA;I!I!ON.

In te8timonio ventati8, TII.QMAeJo!\,js,
Notary PulJlick, 'Edei,toll' Jl(ortX-:-ifi:zrolina.
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tioned prisoners, and such others as may from time to time.
be thought proper to be enlarged, may be sent to and lodged.

Resolved, That the Township of Goshen, in Orange
County, is the most proper inland Town or Village in this
Colony for the placing of Prisoners on parole, as well on
account of the unanimity of the inhabitants in the cause of
their country, as of its distance £r'om any na vigable river;
and it is hereby earnestly recommended to the Committee of
Goshen Precinct in particular, and to every other friend to
American liberty in this Coiony, to apprehend any such
Prisoner as may be sent to Goshen, if such Prisoner or per-
son shall be found out of the limits assigned him.

General Washington's Letter to the Committee of Safety,
on the 20th day of April ]ast, on the subject of having part
of the Mi]itia in readiness to be called in on any emergency,
was read.

Ordered, That Mr. Herring, Colonel Lott, Colonel Pal-
mer, Mr. Wisner, and Colonel Drake, be a Committee to
take the said Letter into consideration, and to report thereon
with all convenient speed; and that the said Letter be
de]ivered to one of those gentlemen. ,

Captain Alner, Lieutenant Rutgers, and Captain Wool,
three of the General Committee of the City, attended on
the Congress, and informed that, in pursuance of the Reso-
lution of the Continental Congress, and the resolutions and
directions of the Committee of Safety, for disarming dis-
affected persons, the Committee of the City had determined
that such persons as refused to subscribe the declaration that
they would defend the United Colonies by arms should, on
oath, deliver up all their arms which they had in this Colony;
that some persons who have refused to sign the decJaration
have also refused to take an oath that they have delivered
up all their arms; that John L. C. Rome ",as the first who
refused, and others now follow his example; that, by this
means, they may probably retain arms to be used against
the Colonists, and that they request. such further powers and
such line of direction to the Committee as this Congress
shall think proper and necessary.

Ordered, That the said application be taken into con-
sideration to-morrow.

Captain Mercier informed the Congress that one or two
deserters from the Armed Vesse! of which Captain Na-
thaniel Rodgers is commander, are on shore, and requested
to know whether he should calise them to be apprehended;
and if so, what filrther should be done with them. Mr.
~Iercicr was desired to call to-morrow for directions.

Die Veneris, 10 ho. A. M., May 10, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.

FOR NEw-Y oRK.-Mr. Scutt, Mr. Prince, Colonel Lott,
Mr. Beekman, Mr. Bancker.

FOR ALBANy.~.Mr. Cttyler, Mr. Glenn, Mr. Oothoudt.
FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Tredwcll, Mr.

TfTic7cham.

FOR ULsTER.-Doctor De Witt, Mr. Wynkoop, .Mr. Wis-
ner, Colonel Palmer.

FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding, Colonel Lewis Gra-
ham, Colonel Joseph Drake.

FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Allison, Mr. Ilaring.
FOR RICmwND.-Mr. Bancker, Mr. Lawrence.
FOR KING'S.-Colonel Covenhoven.

Jacob Sharpe, Esquire, of King's County, attended, and
delivered a Letter, dated this day, from Charles Priend,*
giving information that he has reason to be]ieve that the
Continental money is counterfeited on Nassau-Island, and
that he can give further information on that subject. The
Congress was informed that the said Charles Priend is at
Broec7clyn, that he is under some difficulties which prevent
his coming to this City, but wiJI cheerfuJIy attend on his
receiving a protection from this Congress.

Thereupon Resolved, That the said Charles Friend be,
and hereby shall be, protected from all arrests in coming to

-FERRY, JJfay 10, 1176.-GENTT.EMEY: I have welI-grounded reasons
to believe the Continental money is now counterfeited upon this Island,
and upon further examination, am firmly persuaded you will be in the
same opinion. I have opened the case to Jacob Sharpe, Esq., and that
gentleman will give you further information.

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, CHARLES FRI£NJJ.

To the Honourable Provincial Congress of ..:\e'W-York.

this City, attending upon this Congress, until he shall be
discharged, and until he shall have returned to his usual
place of abode; and all Sheriffs, Constables, and other civil
officers whomsoever, are hereby strictly charged Hot to
arrest or interrupt the said Charles Friend during the time
aforesaid, as the person or persons so offending will answer
the contrary at his or their peril.

Mr. Benson reported, that, a.ccording to the order of the
Congress yesterday, he waited on General TVashington,and
had inforn:wd him that, by a former order of this Congress,
the Committee of Suffolk County had agreed with proper
persons to supply the Troops ordered there with Rations, at
ten Pence haU:'Penny per Ration; and requested to know
whether the said Troops should be provided in that manner,
or supplied by the Commissary-General or his order.

That the General was pleased to give for answer, that it
will bc most propel', to prevent confusion in accounts, that
the Commissary-General should supply them; but lest the
Commissary-General should not he prepared to supply them
immediately, that it would be well that the persons contract-
edwith shouldcontinue to supply them until the Commissary
shall have it in his power to supp]y them.

A Resolution of the Committee of the County of Albany,
dated .March 1, 1776, was read and filed. They thereby
give power and authority to any three of their Deputies to
represent the said City and County in Provincial Congress.

Captain Henry 0' Ilara, of Colonel Wynkoop's Regi-
ment, attending, was admitted. He produced a certificate
signed by &ephen Moylan, Commissary of Musters, whereby
it appears that he mustered that part of Captain O'Hara's
Company which is now in .New- York, eonsisting of one
Captain, the Ensign, two Sergeants, four Corporals, one
Drum, and one Fife, with thirty-seven Privates. Captain
0' Hara assured the Congress that he has inlisted as many
more men in the Counties of Albany and Charlotte as will
complete his Company; that the Regiment is ordered to be
stationed at the northern posts. He therefore requested
an order on the Commissary for Frocks, &c., for his whole
Company, that he may be enabled to march with the men
inlisted here, and with those inlisted to the northward to
join the Regiment.

Thereupon Ordered, That Colone] Curtenius deliver to
Captain O'Hara, of Colonel TVynkoop's Regiment, such
articles (in his department) as are allowed by Congress for
eighty-six men, Non-Commissioned Officers incJuded, and
take his receipt for the same.

Jacob Sharpe, Esquire, returned, and brought with him
Charles Friend, who, being examined, gave tho following
intelligence, to wit: Charles Friend, of Westbury, in Queen's
County, says: That he went, about three weeks, to Cold-
Spring; that he called at the house of one John Anderson,
who told him that there was a countryman of his (the ex-
aminant) down there; that he asked him what his name
was; he answered, Henry Dawkins; he further asked him
where he resided, he told him at Isaac Youngs's; he (the
~xaminant) then replied, that he supposed they were making
money; Anderson answered, and said he knew it, and told
the examinant that Dawkins's tools and a chest of toob were
at Isaac Youngs's house; he further told the examinant
that one of the Youngs (Israel or Isaac) had been to Na-
thaniel Williams's, at Huntington, to purchase paper, but
found that the paper would not do. Anderson further told
this examinantthat he had heardIsaac Youngs say that he
would pay alJ his debts this summer in Congress money.
This examinantsayshe believes one Isaac Ketclmm to be
concerned; that he was told yesterday that Dawkins was
gone to live with Isaac Ketchum.

CHARLES FRIEND.
Sworn before me, the 16th May, 1776.

ABRAHAMBRASHER, Alderman.
Whereupon the folJowingOrder was unanimously agreed

to:
Whereas, this Congress is informed, on oath, that there is

great cause of suspicion that Henry Dawkins, Israel Youn~$,
Isaac Youngs, Isaac Ketchum, and John Anderson, of Cold-
Spring, on Nassau-Island, are counterfeiting the Papel"
currency emitted by the Continental and this Congress:

Ordered therefore, That Colonel ]J;[alcom be requested
forthwith to despatch Captain Wool, with a sufficient guard,
to Cold-Spring, 011Nassau-Island, and that the said guard
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do take a11possible means in their power to apprehend and
seize the said Henry Dawkins, Israel Youngs, Isaac Youngs,
Isaac Ketchum, and John Anderson, and bring them (to-
gether with all suspic~oustools and other materials) before
this Congress without delay; and the several Committees
within whose neighbourhood the said suspected persons re-
specti\'ely reside, are hereby requested to give all the aid
that shaH be required of them by Captain Wool for the
effectual execution of this order.

A Return, dated Apri1I3th, 1776, signed by Jonathan
Lawrence, Chairman of the Committee of Newtown, in
Queen's County, was read, whereby it appears that the fol-
lowing persons wete chosen Officers of the Militia in the
said Township, to wit:
Of a Company of Militia for the Southernmost Beat or Dis-

trict: Abraham Remsen, Captain; Benjamin Coe, First
Lieutenant; Robert Furman, Second Lieutenant; Benja-
min North, Ensign.

For the North Beat or District: Jonathan Lawrence, Cap-
tain; William Jacket, First Lieutenant; William Law-
rence, Second Lieutenant; Jesse Warner, Ensign.

Troop of Light Horse: Richard Lawrence, Captain; Da-
o

. niel Lawrence, First Lieutenant j Samuel Riker, Second
Lieutenant; Jonathan Coe, Cornet; Peter Rapalye,
Quartermaster.
Ordered, That Commissions issue to those gentlemen in-

stantaneously; and they were issued accordingly.
Ordered, That Mr. Tredwell draft a Letter to the Com-

mittee of Queen's County, recommending to them the form-
ing and regulating the Militia of the said County, without
delay.

Ordered, That Mr. Wynkoop, Col. Allison, and Col.
Lewis Graham, be a Committee to consider of and report
an amendment to the Militia Law, so far as the same respects
the disarmed Non-Associators, with all possible speed. .

Colonel Palmer applied foran order on the Treasurer. He
informed the Congress that the Commissioners at the lower
Fort, to wit: at Pooplopen Kill, borrowed one hundred and
fifty-two Pounds of the Commissioners at the upper Fort;
that the Commissioners at Pooplopen's Kill are indebted
for sundry articles; that they will hare occasion for at least
the sum of one thousand Pounds.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh L£vingston, Esq., as
Treasurer of the Provincial Congress of this Colony, advance
to Colonel Thomas Palmer, as one of the Commissioners for
erecting the Fortifications in the Highlands, the sum of one
thousand one hundred and fifty-two Pounds, to be expended
and applied for erecting the Fortifications in the Highlands,
and take his receipt for the same on Continental account.

Henry Wisner, Jun., Esq., having applied to the Com-
mittee of Safety for the premium for erecting a Powder-Mill,
is entitled to receive the same, on giving security,.and enter-
ing into contract. Mr. Wisner also informed the Congress
that there is a very considerable sum due to him from the
Colony on the Resolution of the Provincial Congress for
manufacturing of Gunpowder; that he intends to have his
partner bound with him in the contract for erecting a Pow-
der-Mill; that he requests the sum of one hundred and fifty
Pounds from the Treasury on his Bond, for that sum in part
of either of the sums above-mentioned:

Thereupon Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston,
Esq., as Treasurer of this Congress, advance to Henr1) Wis-
ner, Jun., Esq., the sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds
on his Bond, payable the 1st day of July next.

Whereas frequent complaint5 have been made to this Con-
gress that many of the male inhabitants have, at this critical
season, withdrawn themselves from the Capital of this Co-
lony, whereby its strength and powers of defence are much
weakened, and the inhabitants who remain the more ex-
posed:

On motion Resolved and Ordered, That everY male in-
habitant of the City and County of New- York:above the
age of sixteen years, and under the age of fifty years, who
has withdrawn himself from the same since the 1st day of
June last past, be required, and is hereby required, to return
without delay with his arms and accoutrements; and that
every male inhabitant between the said several aD"esbe
henceforth prohibited, and is hereby prohibited, from depart-
ing this City and County, and absconding himself from the

same for more than twenty-four hours, without leave of the
Colonel or Commanding Officer of the Battalion or Regi-
ment. to which he belongs; and that the Committees in 1;he
neighbouring Counties arid Colonies into whose District such
inhabitants of this City and County have so withdrawn
themselves be, and they are hereby requested to take effi~c-
tUal means to compel the said inhabitants, who have so with-
drawn themselves,to return to their usual p}acesof abode
in the said City and County. .

And Ordered, That this Resolution be published in all
the publick Newspapers in this Colony.

Die Veneris, 4to ho. P. M., May 10,1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: Brigadier-General UJoodhull,President.

FOR N:r,w-YoRK.-Mr. Scott, Colonel Loti, Mr. Banckcr,
Mr. Beekman, Mr. Prince, Colonel .McDougall.

FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Bancker, Mr. Lawrence.
FOR ALBANY.-Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Glenn, Mr. Oothouclt.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Haring, Mr. Allison. .

FOR ULsTER.-Mr. 1J'ynkoop, Mr. De Witt, Colonel Plrl-
mer, Mr. Wisner, Jun.

FOR KING's.-Mr. Covenhoven.
FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, 1\11'. Tredwell, Mr.

Wickham.
FOR W ESTCHESTER.-Colonel Joseph Drake, Colonel L.

Graham, Mr. Paulding.
Directions for Captain Thomas O-egier, of the Armed

Schooner General Putnam, were read, and approved, and
are in the words folJowing,viz:
Captain THOMAS CREGIER:

SIR: You are hereby directed to inform His Excellency
General Washington that the armed schooner named tho
General Putnam, under your command, is fitted and ready
to proceed to sea.

You are diligently to observe and follow such orders and
directions as you shall Jrom time to time receive from Ge-
neral Washington, until the further order of the Provincial
Congress or Committee of Safety of this Colony.

A copy of the said Instructions, signed by the President,
were deliveredto the said Thomas Cregier,and he was dii-
rected to show them to General Washington.

Ordered, That Mr. Alderman Brasher, Captain Den-
ning, Mr. John Van Cortlandt, Mr. Stoutenburgh, MI'.
Prince, and Mr. Rutger,~, be requested to attend this Con-
gress precisely at"nine o'clock, to-morrow morning, and that
the Doorkeeper fail not to give notice to those gentlemen of
this order without delay.,

And Ordered, That every Member now present, who has
not leave of absence, do attend at the same time with punc-
tuality.

Die Sabbati, A. M., May 11, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: General Woodhull, President.

FOR NEW-YoRK.-Mr. Beekman, Colonel Brasher, Colo,.
nellUcDougall, Captain Denning, Mr. Evert Bancker,
Mr. Prince, Col. Stoutenburgh, Mr. Scott, Col. Lott.

FOR ALBANy.-Mr. Oothoudt, Mr. Cuyler, Mr. Glen.
FOR ULsTER.-Mr. De Witt, Colonel Palmer, MI'. Wyn..

koop, Mr. W'lsner.
FOR KING's.-Colonel Van Brunt.
FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, MI'. Wickham.
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Colonel Lewis Graham, Mr. Paul.,

ding, Colonel Joseph Drake.
FOR ORANGE.-CQlopel Allison, Mr. Haring.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Evert Bancker.

Thomas Wooley, of Cow-Neck, Feltmaker, was brought,
under a guard, before the Congress, pursuant to the order of
the Committee of Safety, of the 8th instant. The exami-
nation of Thomas Mitchell was read to him. He denies the
charges therein charged against him, and says he is Clerk
to Colonel Blackwell's Regiment.

Cap~ain Sands says tbe charges are true, and first pro-
duced a certificate from Timothy Smith, Esq.

Isaac Smith, of Hempstead, in Queen'sCounty, Esquire,
being examined, says, that he was taTking,

.

with Captain Sands
at Richard Smith's; that Thomas Wooley came up to them
in his brother's, house, and told Captain Sa.nds that he had
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takenhLs goods fi'om him; that he had taken a hat from
him, which he usually sold at fifty shillings, and sold it for
thi,rty shillings, and that he' demanded satisfaction; that he
turneato Mr.. Smith, and told him he demanded a summons
for hirii; that he understood it was for taking away his
goods, to wit: the said hat; that he (the examinant) declin-
ed having anytlling to do with the affair, and left him. Being
asked by Wooley whether he said he had no other demand
against bim, Mr. Smith says he does not remember that he
$aid he hadl10 other demand.

Captain Sands gave a reJationof the transactions at Her-
rick' s._Thomas.JflQoleyalso related the affair in hisown light;
says heqi4_l!Pply for a summons; that Captain Sands had
formerly had dealings with him; that he thought Captain
Sand,thad actedjIJegally, and he intended to support his
suit as \VeUas he could.

M~--:-Spn4!.rl\lated-ineUcharge of the challenge on the last
field-day. Thomas Wooley says that he was summoned; the
first day he appeared without arms; the second day he ap-
peared amLt<M .Qaptain Sands he thought he had no right
to caR Q.I'LhirnJ:I.!!.qer,,arms; that the last day he determin~d
not t(!::m~lt hi.!!1in t}18 execution of his office; that Mr.
Sands affropted by calling him a fellow; that in.the interval,
he calle!toll hiIl!Jor~~tJsfaction; that Mr. Sands told him
he shQ!!)dhav~it; that he thought Mr. Sands's answer en-
titled.llliluopropose a sword, and smalJ thing that would
speak; that he had not arms of his own when Colonel Heard
was inJiueen's County, which he told Colonel Heard; that
he told C.QIQDt2!Ji~a~dhe had voted against Deputies; that
he tQI.d:JiIffihe Q.<!9().I!IOJ~.hichwas left as a pawn for a debt,
~nd whiclLM_hl!§sif.l~esold.to Mr. Allen; that he is willing
to b~~L!!rmSifjUs.Hth.eopinion of this Congress.

TfiQrniis_JJti!!::!t.~.lLyvascalled, and his deposition again
read. 1'hQ1J1l1LWooley says that he can prove by some of
the guard that he did not threaten to prosecute the whole
guard; t1iatthe Jailer said he was not a Jailer for the Con-
gress; that he prevailed 9n the Jailer to keep him in his
bouse tiB n~1Ctday; that the Jailer went to the Sheriff next
day and returned, said the Sherifi' did not think proper to
detain him.

.

A'%piii/waI17JQ1:iUllsays that he has seen the Deputy
Sheriff siRce, who'told hi.m that Thomas Wooley wou]d not
stay with him; that he did not detain him, because he
thought the Captain's warrant not sufficient.

The~Jkmand_Q[ the prisoner frQm the Jailer, by Captain
Sands; was read; the Jailer's answer thereon was read.*

Being cross-examined by the defendant, he says that the
defen.daoJ did_not aJtempt to escape; used the guard well ;
bUt declare.dhis opinion that Captain Sands had not power
to cQmmjt him.. __n _

The partUis-and witnesses were ordered to withdraw into
the City-Hall. The Congress took the premises into consi-
deratiQ{J,and after some time spent therein, Mr. lIm'ing
moved, and was seconded by Colonel Stoutenburgh, "That
ThomasJfQ!)ley be immediateJy committed to the hiI of
Queen's County."

DebatesarQse, and lhe question being put thereon, it was
carried in the.Jlffirmative,--jn manner following to wit:

FQr the .I1jjirmati'Ve. For the Xegath:e.

2 Orange, 3 Albany,
2 Ulster, 2 Richmond,
2 Westchester, 2 King's.
4 New-York.

7 votes.
10 votes.

Therefore Resolved, That Thomas Wooley be immediately
committedJp the Jail in Queen's County.

Thereupon a Warrant or ].\1ittimus Wf!S made out and
deli\'~IQd_JQ._Q!lptain John Sands, in the words following,
to w~(;.

mer-eas it appears to this Congress, upon sufficient proof

"To Mr,_HoPE M,LLS, Jailer.p.l QUUl'I'S County-
Sjji: Y~h~reby demre_d to deliver into the hands of my I.i~Qtenant

Cornell and Sergeant H1ttching., the body of Thoma. 1fTooley, deliver-
ed in-yourcustody agreeable to my warrant to you directed Satw'day
night last. .

Glvim rinaer my hand, this the 6th of "Hay, 1776, in the District of
Cow-)Yeck; (;reat-"Veck,. &e. JOHN SANDS, Cr;/Jtain.

){r. H()!Je :Mill. eJramillc,La!1d .aith: The reason why he did not con-
fine Thoma8T1'ooley was,.that he doubted the Captain's authority to give
him.sQ!;h.'mkr, and tbat the Sheriff disapproved (If it.

In the presence of me, JACOB W~IGnT.

J.a.MAlci~y8, 1776.

and after hearing of and defence made by Tlwmas Wooley,
of Cow-Neck, in Qrteen's County, Feltmaker, that the said
Thomas WoolRy has three tir_les contumaciously refused to
appear in arms in the MiJitij, Company of tbe District in
which he resides, commanded by Captain John .sands, and
has challenged his said Captain to a duel for having done
his duty in his office towards the said Thomas Wooley, and
therefore appears to this Congress as a person whose going
at large is dangerous to the liberties of America: .

.

It is hereby Ordered, That the said Captain Sands do
convey the said Thomas Wooley to the common Jail of
Queen's County, and the Keeper of the said Jail is hereby
ordered and required to receive the said Thomas Woole~
into his cllstody, and him. safely keep in the common Jill]
aforesaid, at his own expense, until further order of this or
some future Provincial Congmss or Committee of Safety
of this Colony.

Brigadier-General Gates informed the Congress that his
Exce]]ency General Washington has ordered all the Troopsj
except the Artillery Corps, immediately to encamp; that the
General wishes some respectable citizens were appointed to
take care of the houses, from which Troops are removing,
to have thell} shut up; that his Excellency conceives that
it may be necessary to have the houses cleaned, to prevent
any infection or disorder to arise thereof in the City; and
that General Washington is willing to give any aid in his
power for that purpose.

Ordered, That General Wi!shington's message be re-
ferred to the General Committee of the City of New- York,
as within their proper department.

Mr. Prince produced to the Congress two Receipts, both
datedApril 1, 1776, and signedby Wessel F. Wessels, for
and on behalf of Peter T. Cnrtenius, Commissary, acknow-
ledginrgto have received from Mr. Prince twenty-eight Sash
Lead-weights, weighing four hundred three quarters and
twenty-three pounds, taken out of the Exchange; as also
seventy-nine Sash Lead-weights, weighing fourteen hundred
one quarter and twenty-seven pounds, all gross weight,
taken out of the Old City Hall, by order of the Committee
of Safety, made and delivered to him on the 25th day of
March last past.

Die Sabbati;- ho. P. M., May 11, 1716.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.

Present: Brigadier-General WOQ#llll, President.
FOR NF.w-Y oRK.-Mr. Scott, Mr. Prince, Mr. Bancker,

Mr. Beekman, Mr. Stontenburgh, Colonel l11cDougall.
FOR

.

A
.

L

.

BA

.

NY.-Mr
.

. Oot
.

hOll

.

dt, Mr. CU!!.J

..

l

..

er, Mr. Glenn.
FOR ORANGE.-Colonel Alli$on, Mr. Haring.
FOR SUFFoL.K.-Mr. Woodkrtll,Mr. Wickham.
FOR WESTCB.ESUR.-Co!onel Joseph Drake, Mr. Paul-

ding, ColonelLewis Gmham.
.

FOR ULSTER.-Mr. Wisner, Mr. De PVitt, Colonel Palmer.
FOR KI~w's.-ColoneI Van Brnnt.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Banckel".

Die Lunm,9 ho. A. M., May 13, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to adjournment.
I

Present: Brigadier-General Woodhull, President.
FOR NEW-YoRK.-Colonel McDougall, Captain Denning,

Mr. Beckman, Mr. Evert Bancker, Mr. Prince, Colonel
Stoutenburgh, Colonel Brasher, Mr. Brasher..

FOR ALBANv.-Mr. Cwyler, Mr. Glenn, Mr. OothQudt.
FOR ULSTER.-Colone[ Palmc'r, Dr. De TVitt, Mr. Wisner.
FOR KING's.-.M:r. Lejfcrtse.
FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhull, Mr. Wickham.
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. Haring, Colonel Allison.

.

FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr. Paulding, Colonel Lewis Gra-
ham, Colonel Joseph Dmke.

.

A Letter from Dr. Perkins,* bearing date this day, was

~ NEw-YoRK,May 13, 1776.

GF.I<TLEMEN: Permit me to say I am informed there is no Surgeon
appointed in Colonel Ritzema'. Regiment, and am directed by said
Colonel to apply to this honourable House; being confident that meri~
!Ind ability is the only motive in your choice, am emboldened to offer
myself as a candidate for that service, and choerfully submit to the ex-
amination of such gentlemen <if the f~culty as your Honours appoint,
and have not the least doubt Imt you will do me the utmost justice ac-
cordingly. Iba.ve n9t th.e \1appiness to be acquainted with but rew
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,read and filed. He thereby requests to be appointed Sur-
geon to Colonel Ritzema's Regiment.'

A Letter. fi'om General T¥ashington, bearing date this
13th day of May, was read and filed; and therein encloses
a Resolve of Congress, ascertaining the price of Tea, and
a Letter from Mr. Isaac Sears, alleging that he has hitherto
observed the said Resolution of Congress in the sale of his
Teas, but that he has been informed that there is a proba-
bility that some persons in New- York may violate the said
Resolution, and therefore signifiesthat he will witl,1holdthe
further sale of his Teas.

Ordered, That the said papers be filed.
"New-York, May 13,1776.

. "SIR: As applications are frequently made by officers of
:Militia, that came for the defence of this city, for their pay,
I enclose you a resolve of Congl'ess on that subject, which
passed the 26th of April. You have also, herewith, a let-
ter I received from Mr. Sears, of New-Haven, the subject
of which is of consequence, but very foreign to my depart-
ment. I doubt not but your honourable Convention will
take the matter under consideration, and put a stop to the
evil Mr. Sears is apprehensive of.

"I have the honour to be~sir, your most obedient hum-
ble servant, "GEORGEWASHINGTON.
"To the President of the New- York Convention or Con-

gress."

,

"In Congress, April 26, 1776,

"Resolved, That the respective Governments from whence
Militias have come, for the defence of the City of New~ York,
be desired speedily to transmit to Congl'l'Ss authenticated
Muster-Rolls, and aacounts of moneys due to such respec-
tive 3iilitias, in order to their being immediately settled and
discharged." .

Colonei !rfcDougall informed the Congress that the time
allowed to Colonel Ritzema, to receive Arms fi'om the Co-
lony Storekeeper, is expired, and that therefore he requests
an order for Arms in hIs turn., .

Thereupon Ordered,That Mr. Richard Norwood,Com-
missary of Colony Stores, deliver to Colonel McDougall,
or to such Captains in his Regiment as shaH have Colonel
McDougall!s o\:ders, all the Muskets and Fire-locks fit for
use, which now are or may come into the Colony Store, in

the course of fifteen days from the date hereof; and that
tbe said Commissary take a receipt of Colonel McDougall,
or of the Captains to whom such Arms shall be delivered,
to the end that the same may be accounted for and paid
for to the Colony.

Resolved, That Alexander Moncrief, the Jailer of the
Provincial Congress, be allowed for his pay at and after the
rate of four Pounds per month, from the 14th day of !rlarch
last, the day he was employed as such, while he continues
in that service.

And Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq.,
as Treasurer of this Congress, pay to Mr. Alexander !rIan-
crierthe sum of eight Pounds, for his wages from the 14th
day of jUarch last to the J4th instant, included.

A Warrant was issued to Leonard Bleecker, gentleman, to
be First Lieutenant of Captain John Johnson's Company, in
Colonel McDougnTl's Regiment, given on condition therein
expressed, that if tlle said Leonard Bleecker does actually
inlist and be ready to join the Regiment with twenty-five
men in three weeks from this day, the date thereof, that he
will be entitled to a First Lieutenant's commission.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as
Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony, pay to Thomas
Pettit, the Doorkeeper, the sum of eight Pounds one Shil-
ling, in full for his account for pay and disbursements to the
14th instant, included.

The Congress took into consideration the service of Mr.
Anthony GriJjiths, at the Laboratory of Colony Ammuni-
tion and Stores, and his accounts of disbursemmts, ~mount-
ing to nine Pounds seven Shillings and three Pence..

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq., as
Treasurer of the Congress of this Colony, pay to Mr. An-
members of yonr House, except Colonel.Palmer, who can satisfy your
honourahle body in respect to my character.

I J;iave the hopour to be, gentlemen, your moet obedient and very
humble servant, ADIJAR PERKINS.

To the Honourable the Provincial Congress, now sitting in New-York.

'Ii

IIi

thany Griffiths the sum of fifty-nine Pounds seven Shillings
and three Pence, for his acc()\JPts. oLdisbursemj)n1s, and in
full for his services to the 14th'day-6f March Jast, and t~ke
Mr. Griffiths's receipt for the same.

In Pro,'incial tQngress, May 11,11'1'6.

Whereas the Provincial Cong~of this C~I~ny did, on
the 22d day of AltgURt last paSt,passseveral resolves fon~
gulating and putting the Militla()f~provjncejILaiitalte of
defence against the arbitrary u~urpai1ons of the BritishJPal'-
Iiament; And whereas this CQJ1gress did, on the. . . day
. . . . . . last, pass sundry resolves, as an appendix to the
former; yet, through the inim!~atand unfriendly disposition
of many persons in this Provirice~this Congress have found
it absoJutely necessary, not only for the safety of the"aid
Province, but of the United Colonies i!lgeneral, to take
away the arms and accol1trcm(~nts.cpLtlle mostdangeJQus
among them; and as common justice requires that, in defend-
ing our rights and liberties,c"'Fryinaividualshould bear!l
proportional part of the burden ~llA.e,,'{pense:. ._

Resolved therefore, That everyil1alcjnhahitanj withill this
Colony above sbneen and under filly years of age,who hwe
been or may hereafter be disarmed on aC.CDuntof theirinJ:"
mical principles, and are there})!. disabled fronlcomplyirrg
with the aforesaid resolves, d() pay unto the Captain or
Commanding Officer of the d!\y, of theJ)i;;trict or Beat
wherein he shall dwell or reside, the sum of five Shillings
for every day the said Compant shaJL~e mustered ,or caJleo
on duty, and not under pay; a.ITdon such disarmed per~on
or persons as aforesaid negleCct!fi::C01' refusmg to pay the.
aforesaid sum of five Shillings,~thillNJl,days after scudl
muster or duty, the said Captain._2l'_()!her Commanding
Officer of the day is hereby empowered and required to
issuehis warrant for the recovery thereof, in the same man-
ner as directed by the. before:EQii!<dxl2solyes, and tile
moneys so arising to be app]ied)ythe Captain towards
arming such personswithin saia:1>istrjQJ_~eat as _bave
associated in defence of their ~ou=nf9'~ and ar{J not able to
purchase arms for that purpose;~ [fig ren~ler !lIlJl,ccount tQ
the Field-Officers of the RegimenYto \vbicl1 he belongs,of
an the moneys by him received, and to what use applied;
and, also, de]iver the said armsan1JL~Qutrements so I@'-
chased to the said Field-Officers, oro!1~Qf t~m, when there-
unto required, in order to be secured or deposited for the u,;e
of the said Regiment. ~ ~--~. ~CC_~~n.

Colonel Allison, from the Cori.jijJittee appointed to consi-
der of, and report what is necessary to be determined as to
that part of the Militia who havei:Je()Jl<:lis{lLrI1ed,delivered
in the- Report of the said Committe.~ which was read.

And Ordered, That the Secretar~{)s deliyer the said Report
to the next Congre;ss of this Colopy for their consideration.

- -"'_.=;;= ;;,;;.~.=~~-,,;;..~.

Die Luna!, :Hio. P. M., May 13, 1776.

The Congress met pursuant to .a.dJolirnment~

Present: Brigadier Genera] Wo()qh,lfKP~;ident.
FORNEW-Y ORK.-COl. McDougall, MI'. Boert Bancker,

Mr. Prince, Captain Denning, l\Jr._§.f'ott, lVIr. Stouten><
burgh, Colonel Brasher..c_..c>~ _.::c..=-

FOR AI,BANY.-Mr. Cuyler, Mr.. Qlfnnl Mr. Qothoudt.
FOR ULSTER.-Mr. De Witt, Mr. Wis!ler,CoIone]Palmer.
FOR SUFFoLK.-General Woodhu7l, Mr. 117ickham,"u.n
FOR ORANGE.-Mr. AlNson, Mr.1liIriJlg.
FOR RICHMoND.-Mr. Adrian Banc"-e~._~~~ _
FOR WESTCHESTER.-Mr.Paulding, Col. JosephDrake,

ColoneJL. Gr'aham. ..
..~od=~""'-=...'~-"C'

FOR KING's.-l\lr. Leffertse.
",',~'c_'~~.=~":'-'''

The Jail-keeper of this Congress~ft~~dmitted.
Informed that severaJ of his prisoneJ's\\T~ey~ryUnruly, and
requested a smaIJ guard, at least fO!,1[,Sentinelsof tbe Com-
pany employed to guard the Recorgs, to ]:Ieplaced this night
at the Jail, which is under the ca.re..of 4l~x(mdel Moncrief,
to wit: two in the entry, between, the Jail doors, and two
at the windows, on the outside ot those Jail rooms; that
such guard as. above-mentioned beQon~iQ.\.Ied at the Jail
unti] further order. ; _.

"~.'~-,->":""":: =.
-

.

Ordered, That Peter Van Brugh Livingston, Esq" as
Treasurer of the Congress of this Colopy, pay to Robert
Benson, Esquire, the sum of one bundredcan~ eighty-one
Pounds, in full for his service as ofi():-ofjhe..-S.ecretaries of
this Congress,to this day included.~~~~ _~~7'"'.

-',
;;,:..i,,;,:2;'~~ ~"~
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the degree of Fie]d are placed in the election of the people,
they conceive it to be their undoubted right so to elect; and,
as the succession by draft wiJ] exclude three-fourths of the
Mi]itia from such ejection, there is no possibility of supply-
ing a succession of privates upon the principle whereon
the Minute-men are ~stablished. From whence it follows,

3dly. That, throughout the different Minute Regiments in
the Colony, while the different corps of officers are com-

O 7 0 plete, the Regiments, as to privates, are and must of neces-

o 2 3 sity continue very deficient, unless some new regulation be
made; tflerefore we report it as the opinion of your Com-

O 19 6 mittee-
1st. That the distinction between Minute-men and com-

O 8 0 mon Militia, which seems to be a consequence of the afore-.
'said resolve of the Continental Congress, be henceforth

Exelusive of Postage, _ _ £9 4 9 abolished, that thereby the Militia of the Colony may be
. . again reduced to one common mass.

Ordered, T~at Peter Van Brugh LlVmgston, Esq., as 2dly. That therefore all the commissions for Minute ofll-
Treasurer of this Congress, pay to John McKesson the sum b r th ' th I] d a d tl} t e ry pn' vat b I d
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age. ,., compel those whose appointment as officers of :Minute-men

M,r. SC?tt, from the Com.mlttee, appomted to take ~nto must be a clear proof of their distinguished attachment to
consld~ratJon Ge~~~al, Wash~~gton s ~etter o,n the subject the publick cause, to appear in the ranks, your Committee
of hav1l1g,the M1l1~Ja111rea?1I1ess, dehver.ed I? the Report report it as their opinion, that such gentlemen as have been
of !he sa~d Committee" whIch he read m hIs pla?e, and appointed Minute officers, and wiIl be reduced in conse-
dehv.ered m at the ChaIr, where the same was agam read, quence of the reform now proposed, bi not enroIIed among
and IS as foIIows: the :Militia, nor be compelled to do military duties required

Your Committee do report, that they have deliberately by the Militia regulations, but that they be requested by this
considered the condition of the Militia of this Colony as Congress to keep themselves weJI equipped, as the Militia
distinguished into Minute-men and common Militia, a dis- regulations require; your Committee not. doubting that the i

tinction which they are of opinion was iII-timed and unfor- laudable spirit which entitled them to a preference as officers
tunate, by not being weIl adapted to the state of things in will induce them, upon any publick emergency, to turn out
this Colony; and, as they propose to offer some reasons for in defence of their country in the character of volunteers.
a change of the plan of defence by the natural strength of 4thly. As your Committee consider the City and County
the Colony, they beg leave to begin by assigning these of New-York, Richmond County, and King's County, as
reasons. most liable to a sudden invasion, and as the more immediate

The Continental Congress, on the 18th of July last, among object of his ExceIIency General Washington's rnquest to
other things, resolved, that one-fourth part of the Militia in provide him with a Militia aid; in case of an invasion, seems
every Colony be selected for Minute-men, of such persons as to have a more immediate reference to those Counties,
are wiIIing to enter into this necessary service, of defending your Committee therefore report it as their opinion, that the
their rights against Ministerial tyranny, formed into com- whole of the Militia of the said three Counties, fonning
panies and battalions, and their officers, under the degree together the New- York Brigade, be required to hold them-
of Field-Officers, chosen by the men, and Commissioned, as selves completely provided, according to the Militia regula-
weIl as the Field-Officers, by the respective Assemblies or tions, to be at the command of his said ExceIlency, or the
Conventions; to be ready on the shortest notice to march to Commander-in-Chief of the Continental forces on tbe spot for
any place where their assistance might be required for the the time being, at a minute's warning, upon a proper order
defence of their own or a neighbouring Colony; and that as to be issued by the Commanding Officer of the Militia for
these Minute-men might eventuaIly be caIled to action be- that purpose.

.

fore the whole body could be sufficiently trained, it was 5th]y. That it is the opinion of your Committee that one-
therefore recommended that a more particular and diligent third part of all the rest of the Militia, without abating any
attention should be paid to their instruction in military dis- part of the duty prescribed to the Militia in general, be select-
cipline; and that such of the Minute-men as desire it ed and prepared to turn out at the command of the Militia
should be relieved by new drafts from the whole body of Commanding Officer, in case of an alarm or invasion, under
the :Militia, once in four months; and that where in any the foIlowing regulations, to.wit:
Colony a Militia was already formed, under regulations That, to the end that such selected Militia may at all
approved by the Convention of such Colony, or by such times be ready for immediate service, your Committee do
Assemblies as are annuaIly elected, the said Congress refer- advise that they be selected in manner foIlowing, that is to
red it to the discretion of such Convention or Assemb]y say: That a Major-General be appointed to command the
either to adopt the foregoing regulations, in the whole or in Militia of the whole Colony; that the office of Brigadier-
part, or to continue their f,Jrmer, as they, on consideration General, in every brigade, be filled up, according to the fotme~
of all circumstances, should think best. Upon this pIan'the military arrangement, by Provincial Congress; that the Major-
Minute-men of tbis Colony was formed, and your Committee General, when appointed, do fortbwith issue his orders to the
report the foIlowing inconveniences attending the execution several Brigadiers-General, who, in consequence thereof, are
of that plan, to wit: to issue their orders, respectively, to the respective Colonels

1st. AIl the Officers, as weIl those of the common ~{ilitia or other Commanding Officers of the several Battalions or
as of the Minute-men, under the degree of Field-Ofllcers, are Regiments under their command, requiring them to cause to
made eligible by the privates Qf each company; and there- be selected by baIlot one-third part of the Militia of each
fore, as the above-mentioned regulation for Minute-men gives Battalion, or Regiment, to he ready to march at a minute's
a choice of Minute officers by one-fourth of the Militia, and warning, accoutred as the Militia regulations require, and
a succession of privates is provided for by drafts, it follows with five days' provisions; which men, so selected, shaIl be
that, in the succession, three-fourths of the Militia will be ready to march at a minute's warning, and shall keep tbem-
subject to officers not of their own election, contrary to the selves in such readiness for one whole year; at the expiration
evident design of Congress. of which, another third of each whole battalion shaII be bal-

2dly. That, in the regulation above-mentioned by the Con- ]oted for the like service for one year, excluding those from
tinental Congress, for the appointment of officers, those under the ballot who shaII have already served; and that fOf.the

FOURTH SERIES.- VOL. v. 95

John McKesson produced to this Congress the follo\>'ing
account of disbursements for their use, (exclusive of an ac-
count of postage, which, he says, he has not here in tbe
Chamber,) viz:

Paid for a strong Chest to keep the Records,
bought of Ingliss Sf Higgins, - £2 1~ 0

Four reams of Paper, at 24s. each, 4 16 0
Seven sticks of Sealing-Wax, bought of John

J. Roosevelt, -
Paid Samuel Eoudon, for Wafers, - - - -
Paid for seven quires of IJrge folio-postPaper,

bought of John J. Roosevelt, at 2s. 6d. -
Parchment for Albany, mster, Dutchess, and

Suffolk, Brigadier-Generals' Commissions,
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third year's service, the remaining third part of each battalion
sha1l be ready to perform the service, in manner before direct-
ed. And that, in order properly to officer such detachments
of the Militia for active and immediate service, the men bal-
loted for the first alid second year's service shall have th!)
election of the officers, according to their respective ranks,
the number and rank of each of which said officers shall be
according to their standing in the Militia. No officer to be
employed in this service for more than one year, nor more
than two officers at a time out of one company; and the
remaining officers in the third year, to be officers of course,
according to their standing in the Militia. And we recom-
mend it as a necessary provision to permit any selected per-
son, except officers for the service aforesaid, to procure a
person to serve in his stead, provided he be approved of by
the Commanding Officer of the Regiment; that the same pro-
portion of officers shall be allotted for the command of such
sele.cted men as are a1l0tted by the :Militia regulations; that
the Field-Officers to command such selected men shall be.
chosen by ballot, by the officers chosen to command the
selected Militia; and that no more than one Field-Officer
shall be elected out of each Battalion or Regiment for the
aforesaid Minute or select service; the Militia thus elected,.
to be under command of their respective Brigadier and the
Major-General, as the rest of the Militia.

By order of the Committee:
JOHN MORIN SCOTT, Chairman.

Ordered, That the said Report be referred to the next Con-
gress of this Colony, which is appointed to meet in this City
to-morrow, and that the Secretary keeping the papers deliver
the said Report to that Congress for their consideration.

Colonel Malcom applied to this Congress for payment for
the Battalion commanded by him while employed at the
Works and Fortifications in and about this City of New-

. YQ1'k; and he produced General Putnam's order of the
12th day of April last, directing the Battalion to continue
in service, and carryon the said \V orks, and full proof
of their having sedulQusly continued in the publick ,:cr-
VIce.

Ordered, That the sum of nine hundred Pounds in gross,
be advanced and paid, on the cre~it of the Continental Con-
gress, by Peter Van Brngh Livmgston

.
'

Esq., Treasurer of
this Colony, to Colonel ~lalcom, commanding officer of the
Battalion of Minute-men of the City and County of N,cw-
York, employed by Major-General Putnam, by order under
his hand of the 12th day of April last.

h PROVINCIA 1. CONGRESS; NEW-YORK, _"fay 13, 1776.-It .is hmcby
certified that the Sloop FI'ancis, ChristoPher Clm'ke, master, bound from
./'forth- Carolina to this. Port, was seized by Captain pqrker, comman-
der of a Br'itish ship.of-war named the Phenix, sometime in December
last, of which Mr. 1Vil!iam Lowther informe,1 this Congress soon hfter
he got on shore, within sight of the City. That the said sloop WIn:, in
..llfarch last, by order of Captain Parker, sent away to the eastwnrd ;
that ad vices were received that the Sloop was cast away on the Pine-
ym'd, in her way to Boston, and perished j Ihat Mr. WUliam Lo,v.'her
went in pursuit of her some time after she sailed, and is sinceretulTlcd ;
that he has brought here and landed out that part of the cargo which
was saved, fifty barrels of tar and turpentine, forty-six barrels of tobacco,

'and about two thousand staves; and that Mr. Lowther has furlhCl in-
formed us that the further quantity of one hundred and twenty barrels of
tar and turpentine, and between five hundred and one thousand staves
(part of the said cargo) have been preserved, besides those that have
been brought back here.

[Endorsed ~'lfay 13, 1776: In Pro..incial Congress.-CertificEltes'
Nothing on the Minutes to which this refers.}

BALTIMORE (MARYLAND) COUNTY COMMITTEE. '
At a special meeting of the Committee, March 6, 1776:

Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman. William Lux, Vice-Chairman,
Andrew Buchanan, William Buchanan, Thomas Harris'on, Jeremiah
T. Chase, George Risteau, James Calhoun, William Aisquith, John
Cockey, John Sterrett, John Moale, John Smith, Isaac Grist, John
Boyd.

The Committee of Observation took into consideration
the following Letter from the Council of Safety:

"
Annapolis, March 5, 1776.

"GENTLEMEN OF THE CO!IfMITTEE OF OBSERVATION:

We have just received intelligence that a large ship, sup-'
posed to be the forty-four gun man-of-war, and two sloops,
are on their way up the Bay. Their destination is not
known; but as they may intend for your town, we send
off this express, that you may be on your guard, and make
all the preparations in your power for your defence.

"
Weare, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient,

humble servants
T J' "DANIEL OF ST. HOMAS ENIFER,

"CHARLES CARROLL,

"T. B. HANDS,
"JAMES TILGHMAN."

Upon motion, Resolved, That a Boat be sent down im-
mediately to reconnoitre, and bring intelligence respecting
the Man-of-War, &c., as soon as possible, and that Captain
Nicholson be requested to order his Tender on that service.
Which he complied with.

~ Resolved, That an Express by water, and another by
land, be sent immediately to Elk, to hasten down the Pow-
der and the Small Arms belongin~ to this Province, and that
it be directed to Mr. Renry Hollingsworth, with a request
to him to forward them either by land or water, as he shall
judge expedient. And William Stenson was accordingly de-
spatched by land, and Joseph White and Joseph Gotro, on
board Captain Rollingsworth, by water.

Resolved, That General Andrew Buchanan be requested
to provide Expresses, to be kept in readiness to be de-
spatched upon any emergency, within the circle of his
jurisdiction; and that if the Council of Safety do not pay
the expense, that this Committee will do it.

Resolved, That Captain George Woolsey and Mr. Hugh
Young collect all the Gun-Flints in Town, and render an
account of the same to this Committee, and that they be
lodged with Captain Woolsey.

Resolved, That it is necessary to have the publick Re-

cords of this 90unty i~mediately packed up in chests, in
order for their removal to a place of safety.

Resolved, That no Vessels depart this Port without the
further orders of this Committee, and that Captain Nichol-
son be requested to see this order carried into execution.

Captain John Sterrett and Captain Henry Shaal returned
their Enrollments.

Attested; GEORGE Lux, Secretary.

At a meeting of the Committee, Thursday, March 7?
1776:
Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Vice-Chaiman.

Andrew Buchanan, Wjlliam Buchanan, John Moale, John Smith,
John Cockey, John Boyu, Jeremiah T. Chase, William Lux, Seerc-
tary p,'o tempore.

Resolved, That a Breastwork be immediately thro,"n
up at the Point, below Jesse Hollingsworth's, and that the
:Money in Mr. Moale's hands be appropriated to defray the
expense attending it.

The Committee are unanimQusly of opinion, and do direct,
that all the light Vessels in the Harbour be immediately car-
ried down to Whetstone, in order to be sunk in the Channel
to prevent the Vessels-of- War from coming up; and Messrs.
Isaac Grist, Captain William Chace, Captain Thomas lHoore,
George Woolsey, and David Stewart, together with Major
Gist, are appointed for that purpose.

.

Resolved, That an Express be instantly sent to Phila-
delphia, to the Congress, for an immediate supply of Pow-
der and Lead.

Several Expresses arrived with information of the Man-
of-War and her Tenders being past Annapolis, and stand-
ing up the Bay, and, also, that she is at the mouth of the
River.

At a meeting of the Committee, Thursday, March 8,
1766:
Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Deputy-Chnir-

man, Andrew Buchanan, William Buchanan, Thomas Harrison,
John Moale, John Boyd, John Smith, Jeremiah T. Chase, A. Kil.-
ton, William Aisquith.

The Committee agreed with Andrew Sti!{ar and Engle-
heart Yeiser to furnish Rations for the Militia, consisting of
nine pounds Bread, and eight pounds Beef or six pounds
Pork, per week, with Salt, and the 'meat to be boiled; at
one Shilling per Ration.
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Captain Henry Shaaf is appointed to have the Cannon
at the Hill removed to Fell's Point immediately.

Ordl;red, That Mr. David lUcLure deliver to Captain
rVilliam Galbraith twenty pounds of Gunpowder, and 1\11'.
H. Courtenay forty pounds Lead.

Ordered, That Mr. William Spear deliver Sergeant "Wil-
liam Cornwall, of Captain NathanieU.,'mith's Company, two
quarter-barrels of Gunpowder, for the use of the Troops.

Ordered, That 1\11'.James Calhoun, or Mr. David Mc-
Lure, deliver to Mr. J. Hall half a pound of Powder and
two pounds of Lead.

A Certificate was granted to William Lawrence, master
of the Sloop Otwe", that he had landed three hundred and
twenty bushels of Corn

.
'

a
.

nd six barrels of Pork, shipped by
the Honourable Robert Carter, in Westmoreland County,
Virginia.

The Independent Company having recei\Tedorders from
the Committee to disarm such persons as have refused to
enroll as Militia, returned the following Arms, which were
valued as follows:

No.1, a Fusee, the property of Melchior Keener, valued
at one Pound ten Shillings, delivered to John Hughes; No.
2, a Fusee, the property of Thomas Brereton, valued at two
Pounds fh-e Shillings, delivered to John Caldwell; No.3,
a Fusee, the property of "William Smith, (Ropemaker,)
valued at one Pound ten Shillings; No.4, a Fusee, valued
at one Pound; No.5, a Fusee, valued at one Pound j No.
6, a Fusee, valued at fifteen Shillingsj No.7, a Fusee,
valued at fifteen ShiIlings; No.8, a Fowling-Piece, the
property of Alexander Lawson, valued at three Pounds
ten Shillings, delivered to J. Sterrett; No.9, a Musket,
the property of John Clau.~ey,valued at one Pound ten
Shillings, delivered to G. Vaughan.; No.3, a brassBlun-
derbuss, the propertr of Doctor John Stevenson, valued at
three Pounds, and No.1, a brass Blunderbuss, the property
of John Ashburner, valued at two Pounds ten Shillings,
delivered on board the Defence.

Resolved, That the Schooner Resolution be fitted out
as a Tender for the Ship Defence, on the present emer-
gency j and that Captain "WilliamWand be Captain, Cap- .

tain Thomas Moore First Lieutenant, Captain GeorO'e Wise
Second Lieu(enant, and Captain William Paddison Master.

Messrs. Robert Purviance, George Woolsey, andJJavid
Stewart, be directed to carry this Resolve into imrnediate
execution. GEORGE Lux, Secretary.

At a meeting of the Committee, March 9, 1776:
Present: Sam\Jel Purviance, Chairman. William Lux, Vice-Chairman,

JeTf'miah T. Chase, Thomas Harrison, William Ruchanan. J. Merry-
man, William Aisquith, James Calhoun, J. Cradock, A. Britton, John
Boyd.

1\1essrs. Andrew Stigar and Engleheart Yieser appeared,
and declared that they would relinquish their contract of
yesterday, not being able to get the Provisions cooked j

whereupon Messrs. J. Merryman and James Calhoun were
appointed to contract with people to cook j who report that
they had agreed with the two Mrs. Rosses.

The said gentlemen are appointed to superintend the
Provision service.

Captain Thomas Hammond, of the Anne Arundel County
Militia, applied for Provisions for a Cl'Jmpany of one hundred
men, stationed on the south side of the River Patapsco.

Accordingly he was furnished with a tierce of Beef and
a side of fresh Beef.

The following Letter was sent to Captain Nicholson:
Baltimore,. March 9, 1776.

SIR: I am directed by the Committee of Baltimore to
inform you that, should the tenders escape you before you
get down to Mr. lIztdson's ship, and join the Otter, it is
their opinion it would be improper for you to attack them
all together; and that, if you think there is a probability
of their coming to attack you, it would be most advisable
for you to return to Metstone Point or Fell's Point, to be
ready to protect the town, and remain there until you are
properly enabled to attack the whole united force. All the
vessels at TVhetstoneare getting ballasted, and will be ready
for sinking when you .see a necessity for doing it.

Per order of the Committee.
SAMUEL PURVIANCE, Chairman.

The Committee having received information by Paul Mil-
ler, that the Otter Sloop is aground on the Bodkin Shoals,
and that Captain Nickolson desired a reinforcement of men,
1\Iajor Gist is directed to despatch empty Vessels to lighten
his Ship, to be under the direction of Captain Nicholson.

A Letter from Captain Nicholson was just received, in-
forming them of retaking Mr. lIudson'sShip, and desiring
Vessels to be sent to lighten her, but that being already
done, which he could not know when he wrote, the Com-
mittee thought it l1eedless to send more.

Nine o'clock, P. M.

An Express just arrived from North-Point with informa-
tion that the Otter and her Tenders and Prizes had left the
mouth of the River, and stood down the Bay j on which
William Adams was instantly despatched with an Express
to the Council of Safety, giving them. the information.

GEORGELux, Secretary.

The Committee met, Sunday morning, six o'clock.
Present: Sam\Jel Pmviane.e, Chairman, William I.\Jx, Vice.Chairman,

Andrew Buchanan, William Buchanan, Gi8t Vaughan, Thoma.lJar-
ri80n, C. Ridgely, (of William,) J. Cradock, John Moale, John Smith,
Thi)mas Sollcrs, J. Gittings, \Villiam Ai8quith, Jeremiah T. Chase.

An Express arrived from the Council of Safetv, inform-
ing the Committee that the Otter and her Prizps "and Ten-
ders appeared off Annapolis about half-past three o'clock,
and, at half-past four, sent a Boat with a Flag to the Go-
vernour, demanding fresh Provisions.

Captain James Bosley was ordered by the Committee to
seize all the Arms in Gunpowder, Upper Hundred.

Kine o'clock.

Captain James Nicholson, Commander of the Ship De-
fence, appeared before the Committee, and reported that his
Ship had returned tQFell's Point, having retaken several
Prizes, which were come up with him.

Mr. Isaac Hudson, who was taken on board the lJlol'y,
Captain Lawrence, appeared before the Committee, and
gave in his deposition of being taken by the Tenders of
the Otter, on Wednesday, the 6th, and retaken by thn
Defence on the 9th.

William Wardin appeared bel<.>rethe Committee to aive
an account, on oath, of his capture by the Otter j which
deposition is filed.

Captain Samuel Owings and Captain "WilliamGalbraitA
returned their Enrollment. G L &~~ORGE. ux, cretary.

At a meeting of the Committee, March 11, 1776:
Present: Samuel Pmvianee, Chairman, William L\Jx, Vice-Chairman,

Andrew Buchanan, Thomas Harrison, Z. McC\Jbbin, C. Ridgely, (of
William,) John Cradock, John Merryman, Jeremiah T. Chase. John
E. ,Iloward, James Gittings, Thomas Sollers, Gist Va\Jghan, William
Aisq\Jith,Abraham Britton, J. Sterrett, Thomas Gist, John Boyd,
Darby Lux.

With the concurrence of Charles Carroll, Barrister, Thomas
Smythe, and Benjamin Rumsey, Esquires, three of the Coun-
cil of Safety of this Province, the Committee have agreed to
pay Mr. Cummins ten Pence for each Ration to be supplied
by him for the Militia now assembled, or that may occa-
sionalIy be assembled, at Baltimore Town. . The Ratiops
for each man a week are to each to consist of the folIowing
articles, viz: Eight pounds of Beef, or, in lieu thereof, seven
pounds of Pork, ten pounds and one-ha]f of Bread or Flour,
seven gills of RUlTI, seven pints of Small Beer, one gill of
Salt, one and a half pounds of Candles to each Company,
in lieu of the Rations allowed by the late Com'ention.

Mr. Cummins agrees to supply the Rations on tile above
terms.

Captain Benjamin Nicholson is ordered to disarm those
persons in the upper part of Baclc-River Hundred who,
when duly applied to, shall re:use to enroll and associate.

Orders were given to Colonels Aquila Hall and Benja-
min Rumsey, for fifty Pounds each, from the Chairman to
MI'. Robert Purviance, for the use of their respective Bat-
talions.

A Letter from the Council of Safety was just received,
desiring a part of their Committee to attend their President
to-morrow morning, at eight o'clock, at Mrs. Ramsay's, to
confer on a. matter of much importance.

*

.
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'Whereupon Messrs. Samuel Purviance, Benjamin Nichol-
son, and John Smith, were appointed.

Messrs. John McLure and John EaO"er Iloward are ap-
pointed by this Committee to procure ,\9agons to carry eight
chests of Arms, just now arrived from Philadelphia, to An-
napolis.

:Mr. James Calhoun is appointed to purchase one hun-
dred and twenty-five iron Pots, one hundred and twenty-
five wooden Bowls, twelve Fryingpans, and Gridirons and
Skillets, for the use of the Militia.

Attested: GEORGE Lux, Secretary.

At a meeting of the Committee, TItesday, March 12,1776:
Present: William Lux, Chairman /J1'0 tempore, Andrew Buchanan,

"'illiam Buchanan, Z. McCubbm, Jeremiah T. Chase, Thom!18
Harrison, John E. Howard, James Calhoun, William Aisquith, John
Boyd.

As the Committee judge it expedient to make every pre-
paration to repel any hostile attempts of the enemy, in case
of their return here,

Resolved, That a Letter be immediately written to our
DeleO'ates in Congress, to request orders to be lodged with
the Pennsylvania Troops of Cumberland and York Counties,
to march down, on requisition of this Committee.

And the following Letter was accordingly despatched
by Post:

GENTLEMEN: As we may possibly want the assistance of
some of the Continental Troops stationed in Cumberland and
York Counties, in Pennsylvania, we request you to obtain.
an order from Congress for those troops to march to the
assistance of the troops here, upon the requisition of this
Committee; Riflemen will do us more service than any
others. We have a great number of men here, but very
few are armed. Pray do not neglect this, as the fate of
Baltimore Town may depend upon it. From every intel-
ligence received, the enemy will soon return with a re-
inforcement.

Weare preparing to sink a number of vessels at Whet-
stone Point, to obstruct the channel.

Weare, gentlemen, your most humble servants,
WILLIAM Lux, Deputy- Chairman.
JEREMIAH T. CHASE,
JAMES CALHOUN,

'WILLIAM BUCHANAN,

ANDREW BUCHANAN,

THOMAS HARRISON,

'V ILLIAM AIS{tUITH,

JOHN BOYD. .

To the Delegates of Maryland in Congress.

Captain George Handy was appointed to go to the Sea-
Coast to look out for a Vessel expected in with warlike
Stores, and fourteen Pounds ten Shillings advahced him.

The following Letter was just now received from Captain
Nicholson: .

.. March 11, 1776.

" Captain Nicholson thinks it absolutely necessary to have
the craft sunk immediately to stop the channel opposite to
Whetstone Point. The best method, he thinks, of doing it,
he has already informed the Committee, which will be at-
tended with little or no expense.

"JAMES NICHOLSON."
Resolved, That all the Vessels at Whetstone Point be

immediately sunk, and that Captain James Phillips be em-
powered to superintend and direct the sinking of them.

Resolved, That Captain -Isaac Vanbibber and Captain
Thomas Elliott and Mr. William Spear, be appointed to
take a list of the Vessels, together with an account of their
sizes and ages, aod, also, the names of the owners of them.

Permission was granted to the following persons to pass
to Annapolis in Ves~els loaded with Provisions on the pub-
]ick account, viz: George Thornton, Jonas Jackson, Beckly
Barrett, William Booth, ..Mason Abbott, and David Tyler.

Orders were given to Major Gist to search the Schooner
, Captain Braddock, and the Warehouse of Mr.

John Ashburner, for Arms and Ammunition, immediately.
Upon motion, Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of

. the publick in general, and this Committee in particular,
are due to Captain James Nicholson, of the Ship Defence,

his Officers and men, for their spirited, active, and reso-
lute defence of Baltimore Town, when invaded by Pirati-
cal Robbers. GEORGELux, Secretary.

At a meeting of the Committee on Wednesday, Alarch
13,1776:
Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Viee-Cbairman,

Andrew Buchanan, William Buchanan, Z. McCubhin. Benjamin
Nieholson, John Merryman, Thomas Harrison, Jeremiah T. Chase,.
WilJiam Aisquith, James Calhoun, Abraham Britton, J. Sterrett, J"hn
Moale, John Smith, John Boyd.

Resolved, That an order be drawn to Mr. John ~Mo(rle,
payable to Colonel Aquila Hall, for forty Pounds, to be
applied in paying off the Militia of Halford COllnty.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Committee be returned
to Colonel Dorsey, of Elkridge, and Colonels Ball and
Rumsey, of IImj'ord County, for their assistance on l(he
late alann occasioned by the Otter Sloop-of-War.

Resolved, That Messrs. William Spear, Hercules Cow.te-
nay, and George Wells, together with Captain Isaac Van-
bibber and David Lawrence, be appointed to value the
Vessels ready to be sunk at 1f1hetstone Point, aod stich
Cables as may be used for that purpose, and return an JC-
count of the valuation of each to this Committee, in order
that the same may be transmitted to the Ccuncil of Saf,]ty
of this Province; and it is requested that those gentlemen
will execute said business this afternoon, it being intended
that the Ves.sels shall be sunk immediately.

Resolved, As the opinion of this Committee, 'that it will
greatly conduce to the preservation of Baltimore Town, and
to the security of the Ship Defence, to continue the slid
Ship in the Harbour at Fell's Point.

Ordered, That the Chairman acquaint the Council of
Safety with the above Resolve; and, also, that Captlin
James Nicholson and' Lieutenant Bouchier concur with
them in opinion.

GEORGE Lux, ~ecretary.

At a meeting of the Committee, Alarch 14, 1776:
Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Deputy-Chairman,

Andrew Buchanan, Thomas Harrison, John Merryman, James Cal-
houn, William Aisquith, J. Sterrett, John Moale, John Smith, John
Boyd, ~ecretary pro tern.

The following Instructions were given to Nathaniel Smith
and Jo~n Fulf01"d, Esquires, Captains of the two Companies
of Artillery in this Province:

Balt.imore, March 14, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: You are advised to collect together, at Fell's
Point, all the cannon that are either in town, or about the
Point, that they may be all niounted and prepared for use,
and to have guards constantly placed over them to prevent
their being spiked or injured. Let a regular account be
taken of what caniages are already made, and now making,
for the guns; make out a state of what orher materials for
the cannon (viz: rammers, sponges, ladles, match-rope, car-
tridges, &c.) are made or making, and a general list of all
such as may be wanted, in order that they may be pre-
paring; engage a store or stores in the most convenient
place at ~Pell's Point, for collecting together the storrs,
&c., belonging to the Artillery, where it may also be pm-
per to station a guard when the materials are stored.

(Signed by the Committee-men present.)

At a meetmg of the Committee, ]}larch 15, 1776:
Present: Samuel Purviance, JLOn., Chairman, Thomas Harrison, John

Merryman, John Boyd, John Moale, John E. Howard, William .Ai.-
quith, James Calhoun, J. Sterrett.

Mr. Robert Brown appeared before the Committee, and,
being examined, said: That he and Mr. Robert Chapple
were taken by the Otter, as he was crossing the Bay, and
that Captain Squires said he would burn down Baltimore
Town, and mentioned many other circumstances which are
thought too immaterial to be recorded.

The following is an exact copy of a Paper delivered in
to the Committee by Captain Isaac Vanbibber:

"The Committee for Baltimore County appointing us,
the subscribers, to appraise and value the hulls of sundry
vessels now lying at Whetstone Point, and intended to be
sunk there in the narrows, do say that the sundry vessels, as
follows, are worth the several sums annexed thereto, viz:
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Present: William Lux, Chairman pro temPOI'e, WiI1iam Buchanan,
Thomas Harrison, William Aisquith, John Moale, John Smith, John
Boyd.

Captain James Bosley returned two Fire-locks seized by
. him, viz: One Fusee, belonging to George Fitzhugh, amI.

450 one belonging to Walter Dulany, both of which were valued
at three Pounds ten Shillings, each, by Messieurs George

£2,075 Woolsey and David Stewart, upon oath.

Mr. H11f{h Young applied to the Committee for the
Schooner .Ninety- Two, which he had engaged to load on
account of the Province; but as they are of opinion that it
is necessary to keep her, to have her sunk in case of need,
they think it inexpedient to deliver her up.

The Council of Safety having directed this Committee
to prove the Cannon belonging to Captain WilHam Stone,
they appoint Captain Nathaniel Smith, Captain John Ful-
ford, and Lieutenant Bouchier, to perform that service, and
return an account of their number and sizes to this Com-
mittee.

..

No.1. One old schooner, the property of John Boone,
worth - - - - - - - - - - - - - £25

No.2. One ':lId schooner, the property of Rob"rt
Burns ~ Parker, worth -

No.3. One old schooner, under care of Joseph ]J<lc-
Guffin,worth- - - - - - - - - - - 200

No.4. One old sloop, belonging to Captain Seth Pad-
~~ ~ 100

No.5. One old schooner, belonging to Oliver rVhite, 60
No.6. One old schooner, belonging to Nathaniel

Smith, -
No.7. One old schooner, belonging to Robert Chris-

tie, -
No. 8. O~e old schooner, belonging to James Clarke,
No.9. One old schooner, belonging to ~~IartinTrOltt,
No. 10. One old schooner, belonging to Sylvanns Cof-

fin,master,- - - - - - - - - - - 225
No. ] I. One old schooner, belonging to Job Greene or

Captain Adams, -
No. 12. One old schooner, belonging to ~Melchior

Keener, - .
No. 13. One old schooner, belonging to Hutchins ~.

Carmichael,
No. 14. One sloop, belonging to John Cornthwaite,
No. 15. One sloop, belonging to John ltlartin Baker,
No. 16. One schooner, belonging to John Boone, -
No. 17. One schooner, belonging to Severn MoJor ~

Thomas Jacobs, of Virginia,
No. 18. One schooner, belonging to Henry Hermin-

son,ofVirginia,- - - - - - - - - - 75
No. 19. One schooner, belonging to Robert Christie, 85
No. 20. One schooner, belonging to William Lux and

Robert Sanders,
No. 21. One brig, belonging to John Pringle or George

Woolsey,

" Witnes$ ollr.hands, this 14th March, 1776:
/ "HERCULES COURTENAY,

"
ISAAC VANBIBBER,

"
WILLIAM SPEAR."

GEORGE Lux, Secretary.
A true copy, attested by

The Committee met, Saturday, March 16, 1776:
Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, William Lux, Vice-Chair-

man, Thomas Harrison, William Buchanan, John Merryman, J. Ster-
rett, John Smith, John Boyd.

Captain .David Lawrence, of the Sloop Snowbird, from
Rhode-Island, reported his Vessel, with twenty barrels of
Cider, and produced a Certificate from Governour Cooke
to permit him to load said Vesse!; which this Committee
readil.y granted.

At a meeting of the Committee, lI1arch 18, 1776:
Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Vice-Chairman,

Andrew Buchanan, William :Suchanan, C. Ridgely, (of WiJlil!m,) John
Mcrryman, Benjamin Nicholson, William Wilkinson, Thomas Har-
rison, John E. Howard, William Aisquith, George Risteau, James
Calhoun, John Cradock, Thomas Sollers, J. Sterrett, John Cockey,
John Smith, Darby Lux, John Boyd, Thomas Gist.

A Reply to the Address from this Committee to Captain
James Nicholson, was delivered in, and ordered to be printed
in the Papers, together with the Address.

Upon motion, Resolved, That ~fr. David Stewart be per-
mitted to transport twenty-five chests of Tea to the head of
Elk, he returning a certificate of the delivery of the same to
the Committee of Cecil County.

James .Mullen appeared before the Committee on an ac-
count, by James Donavan, a servant to Thomas Chenoweth,
on oath, of his endea vouring to persuade the said Donavan
to run away from his master, and go on board a Man-of-
.War; but the evidences not being able to attend,

it i~ Resolved, That the said James ltlullin give security
for his appearance before this Committee, on Monday next,
in the sum of two hundred Pounds, and one security in one
hundred Pounds.

The aforesaid James ~Iullin accordingly gave bond as re-
quired, with William Collins as security.

Captain Benjamin Nicholson returned an account of sun-
dry Arms seized from persons who have refused to enroII in

Back River, Upper Hundred, as in the rough minutes ap-
pears, and Messrs. John Gill, Jl)nior, and John Cockey
Owings, were appointed.

Mr. David Stewart is permitted to transport twenty-five
chests of Tea to the head of Elk, on condition of his re-
turning a certificate of the delivery of the same to the
Committee of Cecil County.

Permissions were granted to John Abbott and John
]}lartin Baker, to depart with their two Vessels, (Nos. 15

40
and 16,) taken up for the publicI{ use at Whetstone Point,
they having produced certificates that said Vessels were not
wanted.

Captain James Phillips is directed by the Committee to
superintend and oversee the completing of whatever is want-
ing about the Cannon now mounting at Fell's Point, and to
employ whatever Carpenters, Blacksmiths, or other trades-
people, are wanting to complete the said business, and col-

90 lect the account of all such work, and deliver them in to the
Committee, for which service Captain Phillips shall be paid

20 by the Committee.

Captain Job Garritson and Lieutt'nant Benjamin Buck:J
are hereby directed to seize an the Fire-arms belonging to
the Non-EnroIIers of Back River, and to keep and return
an exact account to the Committee of said Arms.

GEORGE Lux, .":,ecretary.

20

75
50
70

300
60
40
15

35 At a meeting of the Committee, on Friday, ]}larch Q2,
1776:

40

At a meeting of the Committee, on ltlonday, March 25,
1776:
Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Vice-Chairman,

Andrew Buchanan, William Buchanmn, Z. McCubbin, John Merry-
man, William Wilkinson, Thomas Harrison, John E. Howard, Wil-
liam Aisquith, James Gittings, James Calhoun, Gist Vaughan, Ahra-
ham Britton, Thomas Sollers, J. Sterrett, John Co<:key, Thomas
Rutter, John Smith, John Boyd, Darby Lux.

Silas Howell, late Mate, and Jokn Wilson and fVilliam
Sellers, Mariners, of the Sloop John, William Dean, Mas-
ter, from Cape-Anne to Virginia, taken off York River,
as appeared by Protest, and Certificate of the Council of
Safety, applied for Passes to the Massachusetts Govern-
ment, which were granted.

James Mullin appeared before the Committee, according to
his recognisance, on the accusat'ion against him, by Thomas
Chenoweth, for persuading a servant to eJope and go on
board a Man-of-War, and several evidences were produced;
but no sufficient proof being offered, to prove the fact, the
said .Mullin was accordingly dismissed.

On application, by Captain William Cromwell, to supply
him with Ammunition for the use of his Company, the
Committee took the same into their consideration, and are
of opinion that the distribution of the Ammunition beJng
in the Council of Safety, they have no power to grant llis
petition, but that they wiJI apply to the Council of Safety
for their orders therein.

.Wlfereas complaint has been made by several persons re
siding in Back River, Lower Hundred, that, having enroIIed
themselves in the Militia thereof, a choice of Officers en-
sued, whereof Job Garrison was elected Captain, by baIJot,
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and they apprehended the mode adopted was different from
the intention of the Convention, and had caused great un-
easmess :

The Committee taking the same into consideration,
Do 'Resolve, That the inhabitants of said Hundred are

sufficient in number to compose two companies of at least
forty men, and that the said inhabitants do accordingly en-
roll themselves, and, when they have so done, that they
proceed to the choice of Officers, by baIJot;for two com-
panies, and return the sarpe to this Committee, and that the
said election be held the 6th of April.

Captain John Cockey is appointed to seize the Arms of
the Non-Associators and Non-Enrollers in Back River,
Upper Hundred; and Captain Thomas Rutter those in
Middlesex Hundred. G L ~ tEORGE ux,. ecre ary.

At a meeting of the Committee, Tuesday, March 26,
1776:
Present: Samuel "Purviance, Cijairman, William Lux, Deputy-Chair-

man, Andrew Buchanan, John Merryman, James Calhoun, William
Aisquith, John Smith, John Boyd, Thomas Harrison.

Messieurs Hercules Courtenay, Daniel Lawrence, Isaac
Vanbibber, William Spear, and George '-Yells, or any three
or more of them, are appointed by this Committee to value,
upon oath, the Schooner Resolution, whereof 1Fi.lliam Wand
is Master, and return the same to this Committee.

Mr. James Calhoun is directed to pay ten ShiIJings for
two Chairs, for the use of the Committee, out of the money
in his hands.

Attested: GEORGE Lux, Secretary. .

At a meeting of the Committee on ]}Ionday, April 2,
1776:
Present: William Lux, Chairman P,'o tempore, William Buchanan,

Thoffi1j.S Harrison, C. Ridgely, (of William,) John Cradock, George
Histeau, James Calhoun, Thomas Sollerp, Thomas Rutter, J. Sterrett,
John Smith, John Boyd, Secretary pro tempore.

Application being made by Mr. Hugh Young for liberty
to load his Schooner Peggy with the produce of the Pro-
vince, the same was granted, in consequence of an order of
the honourable Council of Safety.

The Committee having received ,directionsfrom the Coun-
cil of Safety to suspend aIJfurther proceedings relative to the
Schooner Resolution, orders are given to Messieurs Robert
P.urviance, David Stewart, and George Woolsey, to desist
£I'omthe same until further orders.

Captain William Buchanan returned his Enrollment, con-
taining seventy-six, officers included, which was examined
and approved of.

Captain Charles Carnan also returned his Enrollment,
which was examinedand approvedof. .

Mr. Calhoun is ordered to pay .Abraham England fifty
Shillings, being in full to this day for his services as Door-
keeper and Messenger to this Committee.

GEORGELux, Secretary.

The Committee met, April 3, 1776:
Present: William Lux, Chairman pro tempore, James Calhoun, John

Smith, Thomas Harrison, John Boyd, Darby Lux, John Cockey.

Captain Job Garritson retUrned the following, seized by
him from Non-Associators and Non-Enrollers in . . . . . .
Hundred:

One Fusee, the property of 1j:dward Wigley, valued at
one Pound ten Shillings; one Fusee, tbe property of Isaac
Wigley, valued at one Pound ten Shillings; one Fusee, the
property of Thomas IIarryman, valued at ten Shillings;
one Fusee, the property of Thomas Graves, vafued at one
Pound fifteen Shillings; one Fusee, the property of John
Graves, valued at one Pound'fifteen Shillings; which were
severally valued, on oath, by David Stewart and George
"fVoolsey,at the prices affixed to each.

Captain Frederifk Deams returned an Enro]lment of a
Company in ]}liddlesex, containing eighty-three persons,
officers included.

Mr. Robert Holliday produced an Account for Wagon
Hire for bringing Powder from Otter Point, which was
allowed, and ,m order given on the Treasurer.

Mr. John Cockey also produced an Account of three

Pounds two Shillings and six Pence, for the same service,
which was allowed, and an order given on the Treasurer.

Captain George Wellv's Enrollment, containing. . . . .
persons, officers included, was delivered in, examined, and
approved of.

The following Certificate W\lSreturned to the honourable
Council of Safety:

These are to certify, that [he following Returns of Com-
panies of Militia in Baltimore County, have been made 10
this Committee, viz:

1. William Buchanan, Captain; John Smith, First Lieu-
tenant; Robert Alexander,. Second Lieutenant; George
Woolsey, Ensign. Containing seventy-six men.

2. John Sterrett, Captain; Bernard Eichelberger, Fint
Lieutenant; Hugh Young, Second Lieutenant; Daniel
Bowly, Ensign. Containing eighty-two.

3. Henry Shaafe, Captain; Brittenham Dickenson, First
Lieutenant; Robert Moore, Second Lieutenant; Calt:b
Shields, Ensign. Containing sixty-five.

4. TVilliam Galbraith, Captain; James Toole, First Lieu-
tenant; John Deaver, Second Lieutenant; Joseph Gotrour,
Ensign. Containing fifty-eight.

5. William Richardson, Captain; John .McCabe, First
Lieutenant; Geor!.e Servile Douglas, Second Lieutenant;
Fergus lUclllroy, l'.;nsign. Containing seventy-one.

6. George Wells, Captain; James Morgan, First Lieu-
tenant; John Hayman, Second Lieutenant; James Foster,
Ensign. Containing sixty-six.

The above Companies, with Captain Zacharialt McCub-
bin's and Captain James Cox's, who have received com-
missions, we recommend to be formed into a Battalion.

Weare, gentlemen, your most humble servants,
WILLIAM Lux, Deputy-Chairman.
Wn,uAM BUCHANAN,
JOHN BoYD,
JOHN SMITH,
THOMAS HARRISON,
JOHN EAGER HOWARD,
JOHN STERRETT,
THOMAS SOLLERS,
W ILLJAM AIS\tUlTH,
JAMES CALHOUN.

GEORGE Lux, Secretary.
Attested:

At a meeting of the Committee, AprilS, 1776: Present:
Samuel Purviance, Chairman, and eight Members.

Mr. Alexander Lawson having applied to the Committee,
and informed them that he could make room at his home
near Baltimore Town, for opening such part of tbe publick
Records as may be necessary for doing the ordinary business
of the office, and desiring to know the sense of the Com-
mittee, whether he should open them in his house:

The Committee determinea that he might open and con-
tinue them there until filrther orders; and that, in the mean
time, MI'. Lawson should keep the boxes and chests in
constant readiness for repacking and moving them speedily
on any emergency.

Mr. Lawson having informed the Committee that he in-
tended shortly to remove from this County to another part
of the Province, and requesting a Certificate of his havillO'
delivered up his Arms agreeable to the regulations of th~
Convention respecting Non-Associators; and further desiring
that the Committee should, before his removal, tax him as
a Non-Associator, in the manner prescribed by tpe rules of
the Convention:

The Committee agreed that he should be assessed ten
Pounds for the present year, commencing /i'om' the 15th of
September last, and that, upon his paying it, the Chairman
shall give him the Certificate required.

Mr. Lawson accordingly paid the sum of ten Pounds into
the hands of the Chairman, who then gave him the Certifi-
cate required.

Attested: GEORGE Lux, Secretary.

At a meeting of the Committee, April 14, 1776, nine
o'clock, P. M. :
Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Deputy-Chair-

man, Benjamin Nicholson, William Buchanan, John Smith, John
Boyd, James Calhoun, J. Sterrett, Thomas Harrison.
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An Express is just arrived from Virginia with a packet
directed to this Committee, enclosing a Letter to the honour-
able Council of Safety of this Province, with a Letter to
the Honourable John Hancock, President of the Continen-
tal Congress at Philadelphia, and a Letter from the honour-
able Council of Safety of Virginia to this Committee, of
which the following is a copy:

"Williamslmrgh, April 6, 1776.

"
GE1Io'TLEMEN:We could not suffer a moment to pass

before we transmitted the enclosed copies of intercepted
letters, addressed by the Secretary of State. to the Gover-
nour of your Province, which open the schemes of Adminis-
tration to us in a more explicit manner than any other intel-
ligence we have been able to procure. We wish you to
transmit copies of these letters to Congress, without delay.

"
I am, for and by order of the Committee of Safety of

Virginia, gentlemen, your most humble servant,

"
JOHN PAGE, Vice-President.

"N. B. A certain Mr. Alerander Ross, who was refused
a permission from this Committee, has been on board of
Lord Dunmore's ship, and was the person entrusted with
the care of the enclosed letters; he has escaped from us,
but, as we think him a person inimical to the American
cause, he ought to be apprehended. .

"J. P., V. P."

"
Whitehall, December 23, 1775.

"SIR: It was not till the 27th of November that your de-
spatch to Lord Dartmouth, of the 27th of August, was re-
ceived here, when I had the honour of laying it before the
King; and I have it in command from his Majesty, to ex-
press to you his Majesty's approbation for your zeal for
the publick service, and of the unalterable attachment you
have shown to his person and Government since/the com-
mencement of the present unhappy disputes, which have
involved his Majesty's faithful servants in the Colonies in
difficulties and distress that are only equaHed by the forti-
tude with which they are borne.

"
Your letter contains a great deal of useful information,

. and your confidential communication of the character of
individuals, more especially of such as are come over into
England, is of great advantage, and you may rest assured
that every possible precaution will be used that no part of
your letter shall transpire.

"
An armament, consisting of seven regiments, and a fleet

of frigates and small ships, is nOw in readiness to proceed
to the Southern Colonies, in order to attempt the restoration
.of legal government in that part of America. It will pro-
ceed, in the first place, to North- Carolina, and from thence
either to South- Carolina or Virginia, as circumstances of
greater or less advantage shall point out; if to the latter, it
may have very important consequences to the Colony under
your government, and therefore you will do well to consider
of every means by which you may, in conjunction with Lord
Dunmore, give facility and assistance to its operations.

"I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
"GEORGE GERMAINE.

€.'To Robert Eden, Esq., Deputy-Governour of Maryland."

"Copy: "J. PENDLETON,
"C. c. of Safety of Virginia."

"
SIR: The King being determined, in concurrence with

his Parliament, to pursue the most vigorous measures for re-
ducing his rebellious subjects in North-America to obedience,
and for restoring legal Government, has given the royal as-
sent to the enclosed act, which I am commanded by his
Majesty to transmit to you, and at the same time siirnify to
you his Majesty's pleasure that you do exhort an persons
upon whom the execution of the law shall depend, to pay
a due attention thereto, and to use their best endeavours for
carrying the provisions of it into effect; and I trust that,
when his Majesty's deluded subjects in the associated Co-
lonies are better apprized of the fatal consequences of the
conduct they have adopted, and see the determined spirit
of the nation to maintain its constitutional rights, they will
avail themselves of the means which the justice and benevo-
lence of the Supreme Legislature have held out to them, of
being restored to the King's grace and peace, and that a
happy and lasting reconciliation and union will be offected.
And I have the satisfaction to acquaiut you that, in order
to accelerate this desirable object, the proper steps bave

been taken for passing a commission under the great seal,
in conformity to the last section but one of that act; and
that the Commissioner or Commissioners to be appointed for
that purpose, will have full power to inquire into the state
and condition of the Colonies, and to confer with proper
persons upon such points as may be necessary for effecting
a restoration of the publick tranquillity.

"I am, sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
"GEORGE GERMAINE.

"T~ Robert Eden, Esq., Deputy-Governour of Maryland."
"Copy: "J. PENDLETON,

. "C. c. of Safety of'Virginia."
The Committee maturely considered the fore-mentioned

Letters, and, esteeming the information contained in them a5
highly interesting to American freedom,

Unanimously Resulved, That they be sent off by Ex-
press to Congress, and that Major Gist be requested to
permit an officer to carry them.

Major Gist being accordingly applied to, ordered Lieute~
nant David Plunket on that service, and directed him to
attend the Committee for their orders, who delivered to him
the preceding Letters, and one to the Honourable John
Hancock, Esq., of which the following is a copy, viz:

In Committee,Baltimore,April 14, 1776, 10 o'clock,P. M.
HONOURABLESIR: The enclosed copies of letters were

just now received by our Committee, by express, from the
Council of Safety of Virginia, with desire that they might
be forwarded to you instantly; indeed, they contain matters,
we think, of too much importance to have been delayed a
moment. In consequence whereof, we have prevailed on
our commanding officer here to appoint Mr. David Plunket,
on whose prudence and industry we can depend, to wait on
you with this; and if your honourable body should think
it necessary to take any steps, or give any instructions to
the Council of Safety, on the occasion, he will wait your
commands.

We have the honour to be, with greatest respect, honour~
able sir, your most obedient servants.

(Signed by all the Members present.)

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esq., President of the
Congress, Philadelphia.

The Committee then. resumed the consideration of the
Letter from the Council of Safety of Virginia, and thereon

Resolved, That Messrs. John Smith, Benjamin Nichol-
son, and John Sterrett, three of their Members, do wait on
the Council of Safety at Annapolis, early to-morrow morn-
ing, with the packet directed to them, as they think it of
too mnch importance to be trusted by a common express;
and that they carry with them the Letters above referred to,
in order to lay them before the Council of Safety, lest their
packet might not contain the same intdligence; and that
they take with them Mr. Jeremiah Townley Chase, one of
the Committee, who is now at Annapolis.

Attested: GEORGE Lux, &cretary.

The Committee met on Monday, April 15, 1776:
Present: William Lux; Chairman pro tempore, Andrew Buchanan,

Z. McCubbin, C. Ridgely, (of William,) William Wilkinson, Thomas
Harrison, Walter Tolley, Jun., WilHam Aisquith, James Calhoun,
James Gittings, Gist Vaughan, 'fhomas Rutter, Thomas Sollers,
Thomas Gist, John Boyd, Darby Lux, Secretary, P. D.

The following Captains returned their Enrollments: John
Tully Young, consisting of fifty-two persons; Captain Rich-
ard Owings, of fifty-eight persons; Captain James Gittings,
consisting of eighty-three persons; and Captain John jJ;Jercer,
consisting of fifty-five persons.

The foIIQwing Captains were directed to disarm all Non-
Associators and Non-Enrollers in their respective Hundreds:
Captain John Tnlley Young, in /Ii(iddle River, Lower;
Captain Charles Caman, in Soldiers' Delight; Captain
Zachariah jJ;lcCubbin, in Patapsco, Upper.

Mr. Henry Ware.ham was added to, the Committee ap-
pointed to carry about the Association in . . . . Hundred.

The thanks of this Committee were ordered to be o-ivcn
to Captain Job Garritson, for his active zeal in the ca;se of
liberty since the commencement of the present disputes.

William McMasters returned a Gun marked" P K ;" also,
some Powder and Ball.

.
GEORGE Lux, &cretary.
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At an especial meeting of the Committee on Wednesday
evening, April 17 , 1776:
Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, William Buchanan, Ben-

jamin Nicholson, Thomas Harrison, Jeremiah T. Chase, James Cal-
houn, J. Sterrett, John Boyd, George Lux, Secretary.

The gentlemen of the Committee appointed to go to
Annapolis, returned, and reported that they had delivered
the packet to the Council of Safety, and also, as was direct-
ed, laid before them the Letters from Virginia, and that the
Council of Safety had given them the following copy of
their Proceedings:

"In Council of Safety, Annapolis, April 17, 1776.

"
The Governour has given the Council satisfaction from

under his hand, that he will not leave the Province till the
meetinO" of the Convention; and that he will use his endea-
vours t~ promote the peace thereof, while he stays.

"
A copy:

"
G . DUVALL, ClfOrk."

At a special meeting of the Committee on Thursday
morning, April 18, 1776:
Present: Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman, Andrew Buchanan, Wil-

liam Buchanan, Benjamin Nicholson, Thomas Harrison, Jeremiah
T. Chase, John Smith, John Boyd, James Calhoun, J. Sterrett,
George Lux, Secretary.

Lieutenant Plunket returned from Philadelphia, and
brought a Letter from the President of the Continental
Congress to this Committee, of which the following is a
copy:

"Philadelphia, April 16, 1776.

" GENTLE~IEN:I received, and immediately communi-
cated to Congress, your letter of the 14th, with the impor-
tant papers enclosed: In consequence of which, the Con-
gress has resolved that the 'person and papers of Governour
Eden be immediately seized by the Committee of Safety,
to whom I write by this opportunity. The person men-
tioned in the enclosed resolution (Mr. Alexander Ross) is
represented as a dangerous partisan of Administration, who
has lately been with Lord Dunmore, and, it is suggested, is
on his way to the Indian country to execute the execrable
designs of our enemies. I make no doubt but you will use
your utmost endeavours in seizing and securing him.

" I am, with respect, gentlemen, your most obedient ser-
vant J H P .d' "OHN ANCOCK, res~ ent.

"P. S. You will please not to make publick mention of
the resolutiQn respecting Governour Eden until the Com-
mittee of Safety have executed it.
"To the Honourable Committee of Baltimore."

"In Congress, Philade]phia, April 15, 1776.

"Resolved, That the Council of Safety of Maryland be
requested to cause the person and papers of Ale,r;ander Ross
to be immediately seized and secured, and that the papers
be sent safely to Congress.

"
And, to prevent the said Alexander Ross from having

any opportunity to escape, Resolved, That the like request
be made to the Committees of Observation for Baltimore and
Frederick Counties, in Maryland, in one of which Counties
said RO$s now probably is.

"
Extract from the Minutes:

"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary.

" In Congress: Ordered to be transmitted to the Com-
mittee of Baltimore. "JOHN HANCOCK,President.

"Please to convey a copy to the Committee of Fre-
tkrick."

Agreeable to the intimation contained in the Resolution
of Congress respecting Mr. Alexander Ross and his papers,
Messrs. Thomas Harrison, Benjamin Nicholsnn, and John
Smith, were ordered to inquire for and secure said Ross's
papers; which they accordingly did, and report that Mr.
Grant informed them the said papers were deposited in a
closet, in his house, which he showed to them, and which
these gentlemen then sealed up, without seeinrror examininrr. 0 0
said papers.

A copy of said Resolution was also sent to the Commit-
tee of Pre derick County, by Post.

At a special meeting of the Committee, April 20, 1776:
Present: William Lux, Chairman p,'o tempore, William Buchanan

Thomas Harrison, James Calhoun, Benjamin Griffith, John !:!mith;
John lloyd, John Merryman, Jun.

The Committee being informed that certain Instructions
were given by Mr. Samuel Purviance, as Chiarman, to Cap-
tain Samuel Smith, which did not appear on their Minutes,
they sent for Captain Smith, and requested him to attmd
the Committee, with the Instructions he had received.

He accordingly attended, and produced them, and they
are as follows:

m C
.

S S "April 14 177f:.
"

.L0 aptam AMUEL MITH: '
"

SIR : You are requested by the gentlemen of the Com-
mittee to proceed in Captain Nicholson's tender, with any
omcer he may send to assist you, and such a number of
armed men as may be necessary, and therewith proceed, as
speedily as possible, for Annapolis. Should you, before you
get there, meet the Governour's boat or barge, you must
by all means endeavour to board lIeI', and, in case Gover-
nour Eden, his Secretary, Mr. Smith, or Mr. Alexander
Ross, are found on board, you are by all means to seize
their persons and papers, and instantly return with them,
under the strictest guard, to Baltimore. For doing which
you may depend upon being justified and protected by the
Committee, and held blameless. In case you should not
meet such boat or persons, you will please to proceed im-
mediately to Annapolis, and use every precaution to prevent
alarm by obliging the men -not to appear in numbers on
deck, and causing the boat to lie at a distance, while you
go on shore with the letter delivered you for the gentlemen
of the Baltimore Committee who may be at Annapolis,
whose direction you will please to follow after your arrival
there. You will please to take blunderbusses, and any
quantity you see necessary of arms, out of Captain Nichol-
son's vesseJ, which he will readily furnish. Please to
consult, in all things, with the officer which Captain Niclwl-
son sends with you, and let your measures be kept as
secret as possible from the men, at least until it comes to
the execution.

" I am, on behalf of the Committee, sir, your humble
servant S P J ,,1.',

"AMUEL URVIANCE, un., LdtUZrman.

The Committee then inquired of all the Members pre-
sent whether either of them had concurred in said Instlllc-
tions, and, on each of their declaration that they had not,
they sent for Mr. Purviance, and desired he would infi)l'm
them what number of the Members of the Committee were
present when the said Instructions were given, and that he
would give his answer in writing.

Mr. Purviana accordingly came to the Committee, :and
verbally deelared that he had not consulted anyone person
of the Committee upon the occasion, but that he had given
the said Instructions himself; that he exculpated the Com-
mittee from all censure on that account, and that he wou]d
give his answer in writing, to that effect, on :Monday morn
mg.

Attested: GEORGE Lux, Secretary.

The Committee met on Monday, April 22, 1776:
Present: William Lux, Chairman, William Buchanan, Andrew Bu-

chanan, Thomas Harrison, U. Ridgely, (of William,) John Merryman,
William 'Vilkinson, John Moale, John Smith, John Boyd, Isaac
Grist, Thomas Gi.t, Darby Lux, James Calhoun, Walter Tolley,
Jun., .Tohn E. Howard, George Risteau, James Gittings, J. Sterrett,
Abraham Britton, Thomas Sollers, John Cradock, William Aisq'"ith,
George Lux, Secretary.

Mr. Samuel Purviance appeared, and delivered in his
answer in writing, agreeable to his promise of Saturday,
which, being read, is as follows:

"April 22,1776.
"GENTLEMEN: Agreeable to my declaration to the Com-

mittee at the last meeting, the 20th instant, that I excul-
pated all the members of the Committee from any concern
in the orders which I gave, as Chairman of the Committee,
to Captain Samuel Smith on the 14th instant, I am now to
inform you of the circumstances of that affair, and the ',ea-
sons on which I ventured to give these orders.

"The despatches received from the Committee of Safety
of Virginia, with a letter written by General Lee, and direct-
ed to me as Chairman of this Committee, I considered as
sufficient reasons to justify the Committee in using their 'best
endeavours to seize Governour Eden, his Secretary, and
Mr. Alexander Ross, should they or either of them bQ
found attempting to escape from Annapolis,-a suspieion
founded on the certain knowledge that Mr. Ross had gone
from this town to Annapolis a few days before, and that it



1521 BALTIMORE COUNTY COJ\DfITTEE, APRIL, 1776.

was highly probable he would alann Governour Eden with
an account of the Secretary of State's letter to him being
seized and taken from him on his way up from Lord Dun-
more. On considering those papers at my house on Sun-
day evening, it seemed to be the general opinion of the
gentlemen there assembled, that if Captain Nicholson's
tender were here, it would be proper to despatch her with
some men to Annapolis, to wait the orders of the Council
of Safety. On Monday morning, I was informed that
Captain James Nicholson was returned in his tender from
Chester; on which I sent for him, and communicated to
bim the purport of the despatches received from the Coun-
cil of Virginia, and General Lee's letter, and told him the
sentiments of tbe gf1lltlemen who met at my house the
evening before, that it would be proper to send his tender,
with an officer and some men, to Annapolis, observing to
him that if the Governour had made his escape from Anna-
polis, she would be the properest vessel to pursue after him,
as she could both row and sail. Captain 1>iicholson agree-
ing with me in the propriety of the measure, consented to
my request to get his boat ready for the purpose, and to
send one of his officers in her. As I could not attend the
Committee that day, I spoke to most of the gentlemen who
had been at my house the evening before, and to General
Buchanan, and told them I had spoken to Captain Nichol-
son for his tender, which they all approved of. I accord-
ingly aEplied to Major Gist, to whom the despatches from
Virginia had been shown, and obtained his consent to let
Captain ~amuel Smith, with a few men of his company,
go in the tender to Annapolis. Captain Samuel Smith ac-
cordingly met me in the street just at dinner-time, and told
me he was ready to go, and waited for orders. I had not
thought, before, on the propriety of orders. The Commit-
tee was then broke up for dinner, and consequently I had
no opportunity of consulting them immediately; and, for the
sake of the secrecy which so important a business required, I
thought it improper to communicate the matter to any others
than the gentlemen who had seen the papers already, of whom
three were gone to Annapolis to wait on the Council, Mr .1¥il-
liam Buchanan had rode out of town, and Mr. William Lux
and Mr. Harrison, with whom I had engaged to dine that
day, were gone out of town. In these circumstances, I sat
down, and, without the concurrence or advice of any per-
son, I wrote very hastily those orders, which I delivered to
Major Gist, and signed as Chairman of the Committee.

"I do candidly acknowledge to you I had my own doubts
whether I was to consider General Lee's letter, directed to
me as Chairman of the Committee, as a private letter to
myself, or as a letter to the Committee; yet the contents of
it, together :with the despatches received from the Council
of Virginia, I considered as a sufficient call upon me, and
every person well affected to the interests of America, to
use the best endeavours to seize persons of whom there were
such strong reasons to believe their being inimical.

"I hope, gentlemen, the circumstances I have mentioned,
which are all strictly true, and the extreme importance of
the occasion, will at least palliate my offence in taking
what may be deemed by some a very rash step, but which
the necessity of the case will justify me in to you and the
publicI{.

"
I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant,

"SAMUEL PURV1ANCE, JUN.

"To the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County."
Resolved, That this Committee do highly disapprove of

the Chairman's conduct in presuming to act in any matter ,

without their concurrence and approbation, especially in At a m~etmg of the Committee, April 23, 1776:
matters that evidently do not come within their jurisdiction; Present: William I,ux, Chairman In'o temJJo,'e,John Moale, Darhy
and

.
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not vested in the Committee. But, nevertheless, we are rmy.. , ,
fuJJy persuaded that the Chairman, in issuing these orders, Th? followmg Letter was wntten to the Council ofSafety,
was actuated only by that unifonn, warm, and zealous at- and sIgned by all the Members present:

tachment to our distressed, and perhaps. betrayed, country, In Committee,Baltimore,April 23, 1776.
which would otherwise have merited the thanks of every GEJ'''LEMEN: This Committee, on the late alann, appoint-
spirited friend of our invaded rights; and we trust this well- ed Messrs. Robert Purviance, David Stewart, and George.
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meant excess, in so interesting a cri~is, will find a more easy
pardon with his vigilant countrymen than if he had beea.
chargeable with a criminal neglect, or with a timidity still
more dangerous and blameable.

Lieutenant TVilliam Sterrett appeared ,before the Com-
mittee, and produced an order from the Council of Safety
for taking into his possession the Bags and Portmanteau of
Mr. Alexander Ross, and convey the same to Annapolis, to
the CouncH of Safety.

On which Mr. Thomas HarrisQn and Doctor John Boyd.
were appointed to proceed to Mr. Grant's, and examine the
seal of the door; who returned, and report that tb~ Pa-
pers and Effects were delivered according to order.

Captain James Nicholson appli(~d to the Committee for
a Vessel to assi~t him in raising two Vessels at TVhetstone.

Upon which the Brig Fortune was appointed to proceed
to Whetstone, and ordered to obey Captain NicJw!son's in-
structions.

The following citations were produced before the Com-
mittee :

"In Council of Safcty, Annapolis, April 20, 1776.

"Ordered, That Mr. Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chaimmn
of the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County, at-
tend the Council of Safety, at the City of Annapolis, on
'Monday,the 22d instant. .

"By order: "G. DUVALL,Clerk.
"In Council of Safety, Annapolis, April 20, 1776..

"Ordered, That Mr. William Lux, Deputy-Chairman of
,the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County, attend
the Council of Safety, at the City of Annapoh"s, on J)londay,
the 22d instant.

(i By order: (i G. DUVALL, Clerk/"

Mr. Samuel Purviance, Jun:, Chairman, and Mr. William
Lu']}, Deputy-Chairman, of this Committee, applied for their
ad\.ice and instructions therein; and it was judged expe-
dient that they obey the said citations. But the Committee,
at the same time, are of opinion that the powers vested in
the Council of Safety do not justify tbe summonin<T any
Member of this Committee to appear before them, ~]fIlcss
they have been guilty of, or are chargeable with, "high and
dangerous offences tending to disunite the people of this Pro-
vince in their present opposition, or to destroy tbe liberties
of America."

lVJr. George Lux, Clerk to this Committee, produced also
the following citation:

"In Council of Safety, Annapolis, April 20, 1776,

"Ordered, That Mr. George Lux, Clerk of the Com-
mittee of Observation for Baltimore County, attend the
Council of Safety, at the City of Annapolis, on Monday,
the 22d instant, and bring with him the Proceedin<TSof the
said Committee in consequence of intercepted Let~ers from
Lord George Germaine to Robert Eden, Esq., Deputy-
Governollr of 11'laryland,which were transmitted to them
by the honourable the Committee of Safety of Virginia;
and, also, aJl Resolves, Orders, Instructions, Requisitions,
Letters, Papers, and Writings, relative to, or concerning
the same, as Clerk of the said Committf)e of Baltimore.

"By order: "G. DUVALL~Clerk."
Resolved, That he be pennitted to take copies of the

Proceedings, and repair to the Council of Safety, if he
thinks proper.

Attested: GEORGE Lux, Secretary.
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Woolsey, to superintend the fitting out the Schooner Reso~
lution as a tender, or armed vessel, for Captain Nicholson.
As they have nearly completed her, and are in advance a

-considerable sum, you will please to furnish six or eight
hundred pounds, as is convenient.

We are, gentlemen, your most humble servants.

At a meeting of the Committee, April ~9, 1776:
Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Vice. Chairman,

Andrew Buchanan, C. Ridgely, (of William,) William Wilkinson,
Thomas Harrison, John Boyd, Thomas Gist, Thomas Rutter, John
Cockey, lohn E. Howard, James GIttings, James Calhoun, ThoQ1as
SolIers, WilIiam Aisquith, George Risteau.

Captain George Tf'oolsey applied to the Committee for
liberty to take his Brig Rogers,which has been detained
by them at Whetstone Point, to be there sunk, if necessary;
which permission was granted to him.

GEORGE Lux, Secretary.

At a meeting of the Committee, May 6, 1776;
Present: Samuel Purviance, Chairman, William Lux, Vice-Chairman,

Andrew Buchamin, Benjamin Nicholson, WiJliam Buchanan, Thomas

Harrison, Z. McCubbin, C. Ridge1y, (of William,) John Merryman,
John E. Howard, John Cradock, George Histeau, William Aisqllith,
Abrpham Britton, Thomas l:iolIers, Gist Vaughan, Benjamin Griffitt"
.Tamcs Calhoun, F. Decker, Thomas Rutter, J. Sterrett, Darby Lux,
John Boyd.

Lieutenant Solomon is added to the gentlemen appointed
to carry about the Association and Enrollment Papers in
Pipe- Creek Hundred.

Thomas Constable being cited before this Committee, and
charged with" offences tending to disunite the good people
of this Province in their opposition to the illegal measures
of Great Britain," and being convicted thereof by the te:3-
timony of Michael Kraner and Henry Rutter, was directfd
to give security in the sum o[ two hundred and fifty Pounds
sterling; which he accordingly did, with John McDonough
as his security.

Captain Edward Cockey and Captain Josiah Bowen re-
turned their Enrollments.

Captains Bowen and Jfercer were appointed to dIsarm
the Non-Associators and Non-Enl'OlIers in Patapsco, Lower,
and Ba..ck River, Lower, Hundreds.

MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY. Council adjourns till to-morrow morning, half a[ter nme

At a meeting of the Counci] of Safety of Maryland, at o'clock.
Annapolis, on Thursday, 18th January, 1776; Saturday,January20, 1776.

Were present: The Hon. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Council met. Present the same Members as yesterday.
Esq., Charles Carroll, Barri3ter, Benjamin Rum1iey, and Ordered, That the Registers of the Commissary's and
James Tilghman, Esquires. Land Offices, and C]erksof the Provincial Court, and of
The above Members were qualified be[ore l\Ir. Thomas Anne Arundel County, immediately {innish the Council of

Brooke Hodgkin, by taking the oath prescribed by the Safety with lists of the Record Books in their respective
Convention. Offices, and prepare for the removal of the Records End

Gabriel Duvall was appointed Clerk, and qualified before Papers in the said Offices to such place as shall be directed
Mr. Hodgkin, by taking the oath directed by the Conven- by the said Council.
tion. Ordered, That a copy of the Resolves of the !ate Con-

The Honourable Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Esquire, vention relative to the removal of the said Records and Pa-
was chosen President. Rpel's, be immediately furnished to each of the said egis/ers

Ordered, That Captain John Allen Thomas be allowed and Clerks.
seven Shillings and six Pence per week, for the subsistence - Ordered, That Mr. Stephen T'Vestdeliver to John YO''lst,
of each Recruit, tiJI otherwise ordered by the Council. or order, the quantity of ten pounds weight of Gunpowder,

Orde-red, That the Treasurer o£the FVestern-Shorepay (out of that purchased by the Convention from him,) to
to Captain Tlwmas two hundred Pounds, common money, prove the Muskets made by the said Youst for the use of
to enable him to advance to, and subsist his Recruits. this Province.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to Captain Barton Messrs.Bichard Thompsonand ThomasRichardsonwere
Lucas one hundred and twenty Pounds, common money, for appointed to prove the said Muskets.
the purpose mentioned in the above order. Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay

Council adjourns tin to-morrow morning, half past nine to Captain John Gunby, or his order, two hundred Pounds,
o'clock. for subsist and advance money for his Recruits.

Friday, January 19, 1776. Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern~Shore pay
to Captain John Day Scott, or his order, sixty Pounds, com-

The Council met. The same Members present as on mon money, for the purpose mentioned in the above order.
yesterday, and also John Hall, Esquire, who was qualified Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Easte-rn-Shore pay
before Mr. Jenijer by taking the oath prescribed by the to Ca l)tain James Hindman two hundred Pounds, [or the
Convention. like purpose.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shorepay Mr. Rumsey has leave of absence.
to Mr. Archibald Buchanan seven hundred and eighty
Pounds seven Shillings and four Pence, common money, Commission issucd to Patrick Sim, Esquire, appoirJted
being the balance of his Account with the Province, as per Captain of the Second Company, of the battalion of regular

account filed. forces, in the room of Captain William Hyde, who resigned.
Ordered, That he rank as youngestCaptain of the said

Adjourned ti]] three o'clock, and met pursuant to adjourn- Battalion.
ment.

Counsil adjourns till to-morrow morning, half past nme
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Tf'este-rn-Shorepay o'clock.

to Mr. Joseph Baxier one hundred and twenty Pounds, com-
mon money, for subsist and advance money, f01the Com-
pany of Regu]ar Forces to be raised by Captain Thomas
Ewing.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Tf'este-rn-Shore pay
:to Mr. Patrick Ewing one hundred an.d twenty Pounds,
for subsist and advance money for Captain Nathaniel Ram-

.sey's Recruits.
01'dered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Mr. Thomas Harwood and Mr. Thomas Goldsmith, thirty
Pounds each, for subsist and advance money for Captain

.John Day Scott's Recruits.
Instructions and Sailing Orders were given to Captain

Robert Forsythe, of the Brig Sam, and to Captain Thomas
>Kell, of the Schooner Dol:phin.

Sunday, January 21, 1776.

Council met. Present the same Members as yesterday,
except Mr. Rumsey.

Resolved, That Mr. Lancelot Jacques, Charles PVallace,
William Hyde, Allen Quynn, James Brice, William Whet-
croft, and Beriah :Maybury, or any three of them, be request-
ed to make a Chart of the Land and 'Vater at the mouth
of this River, specifying the width and depth of the Channel
between 110m-Point and Greenbury's Point, and some dis-
tance without and within the same.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met according to adjourn-
ment.

.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-:Shorepay
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to Captain Patrick Sim one hundred and twenty Pounds,
for subsist and advance money for his Recruits.

Ordered, That a copy of the Resolves of the late Con-
vention relating to the emissionof Bills of Credit, be enclosed
in a Letter (No.2) to the Deputies of this Province in Con-
gress.

Council adjourns till to-morrow morning, half past nine
o'clock.

Monday, January 22, 1776.

Council met. Present the same Members as yesterday.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TfTestern-Shore pay
to Captain Nathaniel Smith two hundred Pounds, common
money, for subsist and advance money for his Recruits.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TVestern-~~'horepay
to Mr. Bennet Brano two hundred Pounds, common money,
for subsist and advance money for Captain Rezin Beall's
Company.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Captain Samuel Smith one hundred and twenty Pounds,
for subsist and advance money for his Recruits.

Commissions issued to Thomas Tillard, Esquire, First
Major, and to Joseph Galloway, Esq., Second Major, of the
Sml,th-River Battalion of Militia, in Anne Arundel Coun-
ty; and to Mr. Pollard Edmonson, Jun., appointed Third
Lieutenant of the Fourth Independent Company, of regu-
lar forces, in the room of Mr. William Goldsborough, who
resigned.

The following Agreement was made with Captain John
Pitt :

"Whereas the honourable the late Convention of the Pro-
vince of Maryland resolved that two Pilot-Boats be imme-
diately employed, and stationed to gain and communicate
intel1igence of any attempt that might be made by the Men-
of-'War to come into this Province:

"I do hereby agree with the Honourable Daniel of St.
Thomas Jenifer, Charles Carroll, Barrister, John Hall, and
James Tilghman, Esquires, of the Council of Safety for this
Province, to Dlrnish one Pilot-Boat for the above purpose,
at the rate of twenty-five Shillings per day, and immediately
to sail with my said boat for the purpose of gaining intelli-
gence agreeable to said resolution; and that I will from
time to time use my best endeavours to gain such intelli-
gence, and as occasion may require communicate the same
to tbe Council of Safety.

" J
"

p
"ORN ITT.

Instructions were gi.ven accordingly to Captain Yitt.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met according to adjourn-
ment.

The following Advertisement was ordered to be published
in the Mwyland Gazette:

"All Merchants and others who are desirous of undertaking
to import and furnish this Province with a quantity of Salt,
sufficient for the use of the inhabitants thereof, may be ac-
quainted with the terms offered by the Conventional Con-
gress, under which they may do the same, by attendit1g the
Council of Safety, on the 5th day of February next, at the
City of Annapolis."

Mr. J. Middleton agreed to furnish a Boat for the like
purposes, and on the same terms as Captain Pitt, and re-
ceived his Instructions accordingly.

'Ordered, That Captain If'illiam Hyde furnish the Coun-
cil of Safety with an account of the Province Arms and Ac-
coutrements delivered him last spring, of the condition of
the same, and in whose hands they are; and that he do not
permit the same, or any of them, to be removed or carried
away from the City of Annapolis.

A copy of the Letter No.3, relative to placing obstruc-
tions in the Channel of this River, was sent to :\1r. Stephen
Steward, and a copy of the Letter No.4 to Mr. 'William
Roberts.

Council adjourned till to-morrow morning, half past nine
0' clock.

Observation for Kent County, under the care of a com-
missioned officer of Militia, to the Committee of Observa-
tion for Queen Anne's County, or to such person or persons
in the same County as they shall order and direct.

Ordered, That one barrel of Gunpowder and four hun-
dred pounds weight of Lead, be sent in the same manner to
the Committee of Observation for Talbot County; and half'
a barrel of Gunpowder and two hundred pounds weight of
Lead, to the Committee of Observation for Carol-ineCounty.

Commission issued to William Tillard, Esquire, Quarter-
master of the Bat.talion of Militia in Anne Arundel County,
commanded by Colonel John We/ems.

Ordered, That the Committee of Observation for Charles
County send two and a half barrels of Powder and one
thousand pounds weight of Lead, under the care of a com-
missioned officer of I\1ilitia, to the Committee of Observation
for St. Mary's County; half a barrel of said Powder for
Captain John Allen Thomas's Company, of regular troops,
and the residue for the use of the two battalions of Militia
in that County

Ordered, That the Committee of Observation for Charles
County send, under the care of a commissioned officer of
Militia, one barrel of Gunpowder and four hundred pOllnds
weight of Lead, to the Committee of Observation for Calvert
County; one half of said Powder and Lead for Captain Re-
zin Bealfs Independent Company, of regular forces.

Ordered, That eighty copies of the Articles of War be
immediately printed.

Mr. John Brice produced and delivered to the Council a
list of the Record Books of Anne-Arundel County Court,
which was ordered to be entered.

A copy of Letter No.5, c{Jncerning the Pllblick Re-
cords, was sent to Messrs. Joseph Sim and Thomas Contee,
of Prince George's County.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

A copy of Letter No.6 was sent to the Deputies of
this Province in Congress. _

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Benjamin Ford one hundred and twenty-eight Pounds,
for subsist and advance money for Captain George Stricker's
Company of Light Infantry.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Benjamin Ford one hundred Pounds, currency, for
subsist and advance money for Captain Lemuel Barrett's
Independent Company, of regular forces.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the T¥e$tern-Shore pay
to lVIr.lIenry Barnes one hundred and twenty Pounds, cur-
rencr, for subsist and advance money for Captain John
Stone's Recruits.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the "Yestern-Shore pay
to Mr. Benjamin Ford sixty Pounds, currency, to be lodged
with .Mr. Thomas Johnson, at Fredericktown, or, in his
absence, to be left with Messrs. Charks Beatty and Baker
Johnson, to be by them laid out in the purchase of Gun-
locks.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the T¥estern-Shore pay
to Mr. Benjamin Ford one hundred Pounds, currency, to be
lodged with Messrs. Charles Beatty and Baker Johnson, to
enable them to advance for Rifles for the llse of Captain
George Strickl'-r'$ Company of Light Infantry.

COllncil acljourns tillltlonday next, to meet at Baltimore
Town.

Baltimore Town, Monday, January 29, 1776.

Present the same Members as on TuesdayCouncil met.
last.

Mr. Geo~ge Ranken transmits to the Council a fist of the
Record Books ih the Secretary's Office, which was ordered
to be entered.

Mr. Vallette transmits to the Council a list of the Record
Books in the Prerogative Office, which was ordered to be
entered.

Tuesday, January 23, 1776. The Journal of the Proceedings of the Convention was

Council met. Present the same M.embers as yesterday. read.
Ordered, That one barrel of Gunpowder and four hun- The Council requested of Mr. Samuel Purviance, Chair-

dred pounds weight of Lead, be sent by the Committee of man of the Committee of Obsen-ation of Baltimore TQwn,

*'
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that said Committee would furnish them with a Chart of
the Northeast branch of Patapsco River, fi'om Whetstone
Point; also the soundings or depth of the water between
that Point and Gorsuch's Point; also a plan of fortification
and chevaux-de-fi'ise, or other obstructions, to be placed
in the -River, together with an estimate of the expense.

The Council adjourns till ten o'clock, to-morrow ll}0rn-
mg.

Tuesday, January 30,1776.

Council met. Present the same Members as yesterday.

The following Advertisement was ordered to be published:

"By THE COUNCIL OF SAFETY.

"
All persons who are desirous to contract for supplying

the TrQops raised in tbis Province with the Rations allowed
by the late Convention, are requested to attend the Council
of Safety, at the City of Annapolis, on the 15th day of
February next, and deliver in their proposals, which will be
duly attended to. A ration, as settled by the Convention,
to consist," &c.

Ordered, That one hundred handbills of the same be
immediately printed.

Mr. Purviance attended the Council, and reported that,
according to the requisition of yesterday, the Committee had
appointed persons for the purposes therein mentioned.

Instructions and Sailing Ordcrs were given to Captain
John l1'lartin, of the Brig Friendship.

Mr. William Lux was requested to purchase up, for the
use of the Troops in this Province, all the coarse Cloths in
Baltimore Town; also, Blankets and Plush for Breeches;
and make report of the quantity and price to the Council of
Safety, with all convenient speed.

Mr. Lux delivers to the Council the following proposi-
tions:

" The Pilot-Boat Chatham is bound for Statia, with money
to purchase goods, to the amount of three thousand Pounds,
or more, to the consignment of Mr. Thomas Russell, who
goes out in her. The bQat is valued at three hundred
Pounds; and each shipper is to pay in proportion to the
amount of his property in case she is lost. Mr. Russell
will take one hundred barrels light Flour, on account of
the Province, at six Shillings per barrel, and they to pay
their propOliion of the value of the vessel in case of loss.

"Lux & BaWLY."
Which was read and agreed to.

Instructions were accordingly given to Captain Thomas
Russell.

Mr. George Matthews, Cannon Founder, in the neigh-
bourhood of Baltimore Town, being requested to attend the
Council of Safety, and give what information he could with
regard to casting of Cannon, and the Cannon now in that
place, informed that there were two twelve-pounders, six
nine-pounders, six six~pounders, eight three-pounders, and
two field-pieces-three-pounders; which, in his judgment
and opinion; might be of some service, but not to be de-
pended upon till they were bored again; that they had been
unused a long time, and were scaly witbinside of the guns;
that there were seven or eight of the Annapolis guns left
by Captain Stone, four-pounders, all good except one, which
had lost a trunnion; migbt be made serviceable by having
trunnions fixed on tht) outside with an iron bOop,

.

Mr. .ftlatthews was also asked on what terms he would
contract for founding cannon; thereupon expressed his opi-
nion that, in his situation as a factor, he could not incur the
expense Ilecessary to be laid out in founding. cannon an.d
boring the same, unless he had a moral certamty that hIs
owners should be no losers by undertaking the business.

. That the wheel for boringcannon, and other apparatus,
were expensive, and a work that would require some time
before it could be brought to perfection, and that he did not
think he could furnish forty eighteen-pounders in less than
four months from this time. That he was going to Phila-
delphia, at the request of Mr. Alexander, i~ expectation, of
hearing proposals from Congress on the s~bJect of foundm~
cannon, and should be better able to Judge whether It
would be worth while to undertake the business, and would
.expect to hear from us on his return.

.council adjourned till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, January 31, 177(..

Council met. Present the same Members as yester-
day,

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the lYestern-Shore pay
to Mr. lIercules Courtenay two hundred and eleven Pounds
and two Pence, currency, being the balance due him from
this Province, as per Acconnt filed.

Ordered, That a Letter, in the following words, be sent
to the Brigadiers-General of this Province, respectively.:

Baltimore Town, January 31,1771>.

SIR: ,.y e are desirous of knowing what number of mus-
kets are in the hands of the Militia of your brigade, either
belonging to the publick or to individuals. We request you
will furnish us with an account of them as soon as vou
conveniently can, distinguishing to what companies they
respectively belong, and tbose which are good aQd service-
able from what are unfit for use; and that you recomm(;nd
to and earnestly admonish those of your Militia whose guns
are out of repair, and whose circumstances will admit of it,
to have them immediately put into good order; but thv,t if
the owners of any such guns cannot, from their poverty,
repair them, and they are only defective in the locks, that
you have the same repaired and rendered fitJor use at the
publick expense. Writing immediately to the Colonels and
other inferior officers we recommend as the best method of
gaining information in the above particulars.

Weare, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient :;er-
vants. (Signed by the Council.)

A conference was had with Mr. Alcock and Mr.ltlas-
senbauglt, on the subject of Fortifications.

The Council called on Messrs. Keener, ~Messersmitlt, and
Reddrick, to know what quantity of Muskets they had m etde
for the use of this Province in consequence' of their contracts
with Mr. Alexander.

Mr. Keener reported that he had made thirty; Mr.IHes-
sersmith that he had made twenty-seven, and repaired fiity-
eight for the Sbip Defence; Mr. Reddrick that he had made
seventy.

Ordered, That Major Gist and Captain Ewing, or either
of them, be requested to employ a skilful person to prove
the said Muskets, or any others that may be hereafter metde
by the said Keener, ~JJ1essersJnith,and Reddrick, or either
of them, under their aforesaid contracts; and that the said
Major Gist and Captain Ewing, or either of them, be em-
powered to draw on the Committee of Observation for
Baltimore County for Powder sufficient for that purpose.

Council adjourns till to-morrow morning, ten o'clock.

Thursday, February 1, 1776.

Council met. Present the same Members as yester-
day.

Copy of Letter No.7 sent to the Deputies of this Pro-
vince in Congress. .

Ordered, That the Company of Light Infantry, in the
re!Tular forces of this Province, be armed with Rifles.

'='Ordered, That Messrs. John lIanson, Junior, Charles
Beatty, and James Johnson, or any two of them, be re-
quested to provide and furnish the said Company with good
substantial and serviceable Rifles, necessary Bullet-moulds,
and Powder-horns, and to draw the necessary orders on tbe
Council of Safety, from time to time, to disburse the expense
attending the same.

Ordered,'Tbat a copy of the Resolve of tbe late Con-
vention, relative to the anning of the Troops, be transmitted
to them, with a copy of the above Order.

Ordered, That the Clerk make out and send to the Jus-
tices of Baltimore County Court, a copy of the Resolutions
of Convention relative to the payment of Levies.

Ordered, That the following agreement be entered, and
a copy of the same be delivered to the Committee of Ob;cr-
vation for Baltimore County: .

"Messrs. Lux 8t Bowly bave agreed with the Council of
Safety to take one hundred balTds of flour on board the
Pilot-boat Chatham, on account and risk of this Provincc.
You are therefore not to stop her intended voyage by reason
of that quantity of provisions being laden on board said
vesseL"
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Ordered, That the Committees of Observation for Frede-
rick County be requested to collect all the publick AnTIs in
their respective Districts; and where any of them have been
delivered into the hands of individuals out of repair, and
have been put into good order and made fit for service by
them at their own expense, that the said Committees respec-
tively transmit an account of the same to the Council of
Safety, with the necessary expenses incurred, that such
individuals may be reimbursed Ollt of the pub]ick Treasury,
unless otherwise agreed at the time of such delivery; also to
attend particularly to those Arms which are still out of re-
pair, and to have them put into good order as soon as pos-
sib]e; and, as early as they conveniently can, to furnish the
Council with a state of the whole.

Ordered, That copies of the above Order be sent to the
Committees of Observation for the several Districts of Frede-
ri£k County respectively.

Resolved, That the Rations for the Marines in the service
of this Province be according as is expressed in the follow-
ing table, to wit:

Sunday: 1 lb. Bread, 1 lb. Beef, 1 lb. Turnips, 1 lb.
Potatoes, 1 lb. Onions per week.

~[onday: 1 lb. Bread, 1 lb. Pork, ! pint Peas, 4 oz.
Cheese.

Tuesday: 1 lb. Bread, 1 lb. Beef, and Pudding.
Wednesday: 1 lb. Bread, 1 lb. Pork, t pint Rice, ~ oz.

Butter, 4 oz. Cheese.
Thursday: 1 lb. Bread, 1 lb. Pork, ! pint Peas.
Friday: 1 lb. Bread, 1 lb. Beef, and Pudding.
Saturday: 1 lb. Bread, 1 lb. Pork, ! pint Peas, 4 oz.

Cheese.

Half a pint of Rum per man per day, and discretionary
allowance for particular occasions-such as action, extra
duty, and the like. Three pints of Vinegar for six men per
week.

Council adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, February 2, 1776.

Present the same :Members as yester-Council met.
day.

.

A Letter was recBived from Robert Alexander, Esquire,
enclosing the f()llowing Resolves of Congress, viz:

"In Congress, January 20, 1776.

" It being necessary to procure a large quantity of Specie
for the operations in Canada, which cannot be successfully
carried on without that articl~,

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the General
Assemblies, Conventions, and Councils or Committees of
Safety, upon the Continent, to employ proper persons within
their respective Colonies, to collect aJl the Gold and Silver
they' can, and inform the Congress of the sum collected.

"Extract from the Minutes:
"CHARLES THo:IISON, Secretary."

"IN CONGRESS, January ~7th, 1776.-Resoh'ed, That
Monsieur Juge be permitted to export the produce or manu-
factures of the Province of JJiaryland, (horned Cattle, Hogs,
Sheep and Poultry excepted,) to any port or place whatso-
ever, (except to Great Britain, Ireland, the British Isles,
and the British West-Indies, and for the supply of the Bri-
tish Navy or Army in America,) to the amount of the Can-
vass imported by him into the said Province; the said value
to be ascertained by the Committee of Inspection and Ob-
servation for Baltimore County.

" Resolved, nevertheless, That the indulgence in this in-
stance ought not to be drawn into example, the same being
granted to Mr. Juge on account of the peculiar circumstances
of his case, and that the said Mr. Juge be enjoined by the
aforesaid Committee of Baltimore to avoid, if possible, all
British Ships-of-War and Armed Cutters 011his voyage.

" Extracted from the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary."

.Which were read, and thereupon
Resolved, That :Messieurs John l1'[oale, Samuel Purvi-

ance, and Wilham LUT, and each of them, be appointed to
collect all the Gold and Silver Coin that can be procured in
Baltimore County, to comply with the Resolve of Con-
gress ; .

:Messieurs Aq1l17a Ilall, Richard Dallam, and Aquila
Paca, in Harford County;

Messieurs Henry Grijjith, William Baird, John Ranson,
Jun., and Miclwel Rayner, in Frederick County;

Messieurs Charles Carroll (of Carrollton,) Thomas Dar-
sey, and John Weems, in Anne Arundel County;

Messieurs Thomas Contee, Stephen West, and William
Turner Wootton, in Prince George's County;

Messieurs Robert Townsend Rooe, John Dent, and Sam-
uel Love, in Charles County; .

Messieurs Benjamin lJifackall4th, Alexander Somerville,
and Patri£k Sim Smith, in Calvert County;

CQlonel George Plater, Richard Barnes, and IIansoT/,
Bri.scoe, in St. Mary's County;

Messieurs Pder Chaille, Samucl Handy, and John Done,
in Worcester County; .

Messieurs GI~orgeDashiell, Samuel TVillson,and William
Adams, in Somerset County;

Messieurs Henry Dickl:nson, TVilliam Richardson, and
Benjamin Stainton, in Caroline County;

Messieurs TVilliam Ennals, James Jl1urray, and l1enry
Steele, in Dorchester County;

Messieurs JamfJs Lloyd Chamberlaine, Edward Lloyd,
and Gl.eenbury Goldsborough, in Talbot County;

Messieurs Turbutt Wright, l'Villiam Hemsley, and /Sam-
uel Thompson, Jun., in Queen Anne's County;

Messieurs Thomas Ringgold, Joseph Earle, and William
Rin<rgold, in Kent County;

1\'Iessieurs Joseph Gilpin, William Rumsey, and Henry
Ward Pearce, in Cecil County.

Ordered, That a copy of the said ResolvfJ of Congress,
together with a copy of the Resolve of this Council, notify-
ing the appointmerits aforesaid, be enclosed to the several
per~ons appointed i.n each County respectively, in the fol-
lowmg Letter, to WIt: .

Baltimore Town, February 2, 1776.

GENTLEMEN: Enclosed you have a resolve of Congress.
for collecting gold and silver in this Proyince, as also a re-
solve of the Council of Safety of your appointment to col-
lect the samein. . . . . . . County.

You are to infOlm the Council of Safety what sum you
have been able to coJlect with all convenient speed, that
they may transmit the gross amount of the whole to the
Congress. 'Ve take it for granted that Continental money
will be ordered us in exchange. In the mean time, by way
of forwarding the business, you may have Provincial money
from our Treasurer for any sum in gold or silver you may
lodge with him. .

The Council went to Whetstone-Paint, to inform them-
selves of the situation thereof, and considerof the practica-
bility of fortifying the same.

Council adjourns till to-morrow morning, ten o'cloek.

Saturday, February 3, 1776.

Council met. Present the same Members as yesterday.
Resolved, That the gentlemenof the Committeeof Ob-

servation for Baltimore County, who reside in Baltimore
Town, or any three of them, be, and they are hereby re-
quested to examine the Cannon lying at }i"ell'sPaint, and
elsewhere in and near Baltimore .Town, and cause such of
them as may be found fit for service, not intended for the
Ship Defence, to be lodged in some place of security,
mounted on proper carriages as soon' as they conveniently
can, and make report of the state of the Cannon, and the
expense of the Carriages, to the Council of Safety.

Ordered, That a copy of the Resolution of Congress re-
lative to Monsieur Juge be immediately transmitted to the
Committee of Observation for Baltimore County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the 1Vcstern-Shore pay
to Captain Nathaniel Smith one hundred Pounds, for sub-
sist money for his Recruits. .

Whereas Samuel Purviance, Jun., John Moale, Jeremiah
Townley Chase, James Calhoun, Andrew Buchanan, Tho-
mas Harrison, Benjamin Grijfith, Isaac Guest, John Smith,
John Boyd, lf7illiam Aisquith, and William Buchanan,
acting Members of the Committee of Observation of Balti-
more County, residing in and near Baltimore Town, have
delivered into the Council of Safety proposals for fortifying
the Town of Baltimore, and placing obstructions .in the
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Channel of the River, so as to prevent the approach of
Men-of-War to the said Town, agreeable to the Resolve of
the late Convention; and have offered to undertake the
business and complete the same with an convenient speed,
for the sum of six thousand two hundred Pounds, or so much
thereof as may be necessary for the purposes aforesaid; and
are wilJing to give bond with condition for the due perform-
ance of their agreement:

Therefore Resolved, That the proposition made by the
said gentlemen of the Committee of Observation be accept-
ed; and that bond be taken, with conditions that if the saJd
,-'j'amuelPurviance, Jun., William Lux, John Moale, Jeremiah
Townley Chase, James Calhoun, Andrew Buchanan, Tho-
mas lIarrison, Benjam1:n Griffith, Isaac Guest, John Smith,
John Boyd, William Aisquith, and William Buchanan, or the
survivors of them, their heirs, executors, or administrators, do
and sha1l, in alI things, fulfil the resolve of said Convention,
and their said ob1icrators' ai!reement with the Council of Safe-
ty, and do and sh~1I well ~nd truly layout and expend the
aforesaid sum of six thousand two hunrlred Pounds curren-
cy, or so much thereof as may be necessary, in fortifying
said Town, and placing obstructions in the Channel of the
River, so as in alI human probability will prevent Men-of-
'War approaching said Town, and do, from time to time,
render a fulI and fair account of their expenses, and other
transactions in the management of the business aforesaid,
and also do and shaH we1l and truly, and in a proper man-
ner, complete the same fortifications and obstructions with
all convenient speed, so as in a1l human probability to pre-
vent the Men-of-War approaching said Town, then the
bond to be void, otherwise to be and remain in fu1l force
and virtue in law. Which bond was taken accordingly, and
filed.

Instructions and Sailing Orders were given to Joseph
Oakman, Captain of the Sloop Two Sisters.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the JlVestern-Shore pay
to Doctor Daniel Grant four Pounds ten Shillings, for the
use of his Room.

Council adjourns to the City of Annapolis, ti1l Tuesday
next.

Tuesday, Fehruary 6, 1776.

Council met. Present the same Members as on Satur-
day last.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TVestern-Shore pay to
Mr.llenry Hollingsworth one hundred Pounds, currency, to
enable him to carryon his Saltpetre Works in Cecil County.

Adjourned ti1I next day, ten o'clock.

W edn~sday, February 7, 1776.

Council met. Present the same Members as yesterday.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the H'estern-Shore pay
to Mr. John Gassaway thirty Pounds, currency, on account
of Captain Nathaniel Rumsey's Company.

Commission issued to Jacob Duvall, appointed Ensign of
Captain John Macgill's Company of Militia, in Prince
George's County..

Also, to Edward Norwood, appointed Captain, Samuel
Godman, First Lieutenant, James PValker, Secon.d Lieu-
tt'Dant, and Horatio Johnson, Ensign, of a Company of Mi-
litia in Anne Arundel County.

Also, to Elisha Riggs, appointed Captain, John Mar-
riott, First Lieutenant, Joseph Walker, Jun., Second Lieu-
tenant, and Horatio Johnson, Ensign, of a Company of Mili-
tia in said County. -

Colonel Smallwood produced and deli\'ered to the Coun-
cil a copy of the Enrollment of Captain Thomas Ewing's
Company, of regular forces, which was examined with the
original, and ordered to be filed.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Stephen West two hundred and fifty-nine Pounds
nineteen Shillings and three Pence, for Powder and Lead
purchased of him by the Convention.

Adjourned tiB next day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, February 8, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TfTestern-Shore pay

to Lieutenant John Kidd six Pounds fifteen Shillings, for
one month's pay.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Colonel SmCill-
wovd a sum not exceeding fifteen hundred Pounds.

Commission issued to Thomas Mayo, appointed Second
Lieutenant of Captain John Boone's Company of Militia in
Anne Arundel County.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met according to ad.
journment.

Copy of Letter No.9 was sent to the Deputies of this
Province in Congress i and a copy of No. 10 to the Com-
mittee of Safety of Virginia.

Ordered, That the Register in Chancery immediat(~ly
furnish the Council of Safety with a list of the Record Books
in the Chancery Office, and prepare for tbe removal of d1C
Records and Papers in said Office to such place as shall be
directed by the said Council.

In consequence of the Res~olve of the honourable Con-
vention, made at Annapolis, on the 18th of January last
past,

Ordered, That the Records of the Land Office, also:, of
the Secretary's Office, including the Provincial and Chanc'~ry
Court, and also the Records of the Commissary's Office, he
removed on ~Monday next from the City of Annapolis to
William Brown's house, in London Town, and from thence
on TYednesday next, if a f:1irday, to Upper Marlbor01t/sh,
and there be placed in the Store Houses of Messrs. Samuel
llepburn and David Crawford, under the care and man-
agement of one of tbe Clerks of the said Office respec-
tively.

That the Records of the Secretary's Office, including the
Provincial and Chancery Court, be committed to the. care
and management of Mr. George Ranken, one of the Clerks
of the said Office.

That the Records of the Land Office be committed to
the care and managemcnt of Mr. David Stewart, one of the
Clerks of the said Office.

That the Records of the Commissary's Office be com-
mitted to the care and management of Mr. Elie Vallette, one
of the Clerks of the said Office.

That 1\vo gentlemen of the Committee of Observation
for Anne ;1rundel County be requested to attend the Re-
cords from the City of Annapolis to Mr. William Browl~'s,
in London Town, and thence on JlVednesday next, if a fair
day, to Queen Anne's, when they are to deliver them to two
gentlemen of the Committee of Observation for Prince
George's County.

That two gentlemen of the Committee of Observation for
Prince Geo1f;e's County be requested to receive the Re-
cords at Queen Anne's, on Wednesday next, and conduct
them from thence, if a fair day, to Upper ltlarlborougk, where
they are to be lodged in the Store Houses of Messrs. Samuel
Hepburn and David Crawford, agreeable to an order of this
Council.

Adjourned ti1I next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, February 9, 177'5.

Council met. Present as yesterday. Mr. Rumsey at-
tended.

An agreement was made with Mr. Hugh Young for the
exportation of Provision agreeable to a Resolution of Con-
gress, also with Mr. George Woolsey for the like purpose,
and copies thereof filed.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. llugh Young fifteen hundred Pounds, currency.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to George W,1ul-
sey eighteen hundred Pounds, currency.

Permit was given to Mr. Hugh Young to export Tobacco
and Iron, or Provision, and in return to import Salt.

Commission issued to John Fulford, appointed Captain
of a Company of Matrosses, to be stationed at the City of
Annapolis.

Ordered, 'That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Captain John Fulford two hundred Pounds, common
money, for subsist and advance money for his Recruits.

Ordered," That the Committee of Obsen'ation for Balti-
more County be requested to coHect all the publick Arms
in their County; and where any of them have been delivmed



1533 MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY, FEBRUARY, 1776. 1534

into the hands of individuals out of repair, and have been
put into good order and made fit for use by them at their
own expense, that the said Committee transmit an account
of the same to the Council of Safety, with the necessary ex-
pense incurred, that such individuals may be reimbursed out
of the pubJick Treasury, un]ess otherwise agreed at the time
of such delivery; also to attend particularly to those Arms
which are still out of repair, and to have them put into good
order as soon as possible, and as early as they convenient-
ly can to furnish the Council with a state of the whole;
and that the said Committee deliver such of the said Am1s
as are fit for service, and others as they are repaired, to Major
Gist, or his order.

Ordered, That Mr. William Spear, of Baltimore Town,
deliver to Colonel Smallwood, or to his order, one thousand
nine hundred and eighty nine yards Osnaburghs, purchased
of him by the Council of Safety, towards clothing the Re-
gular Troops of this Province.

Adjourned till three o'c]ock, and met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

Ordered, That the Commissioners of the Loan Office he
requested to furnish the Council of Safety with a list of the
Bonds in that Office, and of the Obligors, the Date, and prin-
cipal sums of Money in each, respectively.

A Letter was received from Mr. Samuel Chase, and an-
swered.

A copy of the Letter No. 11 was sent to Captain Na-
thaniel Ramsey.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, February 10, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
.

Copy of Letter No. lQ was sent to the Committee of Ob-
servation for St. Mary's County.

Mr. Geor!fe Ranken delivers to the Council a list of the
Record Books in the Chancery Office; which was ordered
to be entered.

Commissions issued to James Murray, appointed Colonel;
John Dickinson, Lieutenant-Colonel; Joseph Ennall~, Jun.,
First Major; Joseph Richardson, Second Major, and Robert
Gilmer, Quartermaster, of the Upper Battalion of Militia in
Dorchester County.

Also, to Thomas Ennalls, appointed Colonel; John En-
nall~, Lieutenant-Colonel; Robel.t Harrison, First Major;
Thomas ,Muse, Second Major, and Thomas Jones, Quarter-
master, of the Lower Battalion of Militia in said County.

Also, to William Traverse, appointed Captain; John As-
kom Traverse, First Lieutenant; Alexander Tolly, Second
Lieutenant, and Phillips Ferguson, Ensign, of a Company
of :\ifilitiain said County, caJled the Plymouth Greens.

Also, to Zacharias Campbell, appointed Captain, and
Barthol<JmewEnnalls, Jun., Second Lieutenant, of the
Transquakin Company of Militia in said County.

Also, to Dr. Thomas Bo'urke, appointed Captain; Eze-
kiel Vickers, First Lieutenant; Thomas Fermin Eccleston,
Second Lieutenant, and Nathaniel ]}lanning, Ensign, of a
Company of Militia iri said County, called the Cambridge
Blufs.

Also, to Thomas Logan, appointed First Lieutenant;
James Sullivane, Second Lieutenant, and John Pitt Airey,
Ensign, of a Company of Militia in said County, called The
New-Market Blues.

: Copy of a Letter, No. 13, was s'ent to Mr. William Spear,
of Baltimore Town.

Instructions and Sailing Orders were given to Captain
Thomas ~Moore, of tbe Brig Fortztne.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TVestern-Shore pay
to Mr. John Smith, or his order, one thousand Pounds, agree-
able to an order of the Committee of Baltimore County.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Messrs. Lux
Sf Bowly six hundred and eighty-seven Pounds four Shil-
lings and one Peony, for clothing of the Troops.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met according to ad-
journment.

A Letter from the Committee of Observation for Dor-
chester County, respecting Captain Joseph Robson's Minute
Company, was received, and answered.

Ordered, That Messrs. William Ln.1; and Daniel Bow!;,!
deliypr to Colonel PVilliam Smallwood, or his order, all the
Cloth and Plush purchased by them by order of the Coun-
cil of Safety for clothing the Regular Troops of this Pro-
VIl1ce.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the "fVestern-Shore pay
to Captain John Allen Thomas two hundred Pounds, cur-
rency, on account of his Company.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Felix Lewis
JUassenbaugh twenty Pounds, for his expense in attending
the late Convention and this Council, and for his services as
an Engineer.

Mr. Felix; Lewis 111assenbaugh was appointed Second
Lieutenant of Captain Fulford's Artillery Company.

Captain Thomas proposed to the Council to procure
Clothes and Blankets for his Company, the Council to allow
him a sum not exceeding three Ponnds five Shillings for each
suit of Clothes, and a sum not exceeding fifteen Shillings
for every Blanket; which was agreed to.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

'. Monday, February 12, 1776.

Council met. Present as on Saturday.

Commissions issued to ]}loses Leconzpt, Jun., appointed
First Lieutenant of Captain Joseph Robson's Minute Com-
pany in Dorchester County, in the room of IIenryKeene,
who resigned, and to ~Uatthias Traverse, Second Lieute-
nant of same Company.

A Lettef was received from Captain Joseph Robson, con-
cerning said Commissioners, and answered.

Ordered, That a commissioned officer and two privates,
of Captain William Hyde's Company, guard the Records
from the City of Annapolis.

And further Ordered, That a commissioned officer and
two privates *

Mr. Richard Ridgely was appointed Assistant Clerk to
the Council of Safety, and qualified before Mr. Jenifer by
taking the oath prescribed by the Convention.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, February 13, 1776.

Coancil met. Present the same Members as yesterday;
also Thomas Smyth and Thomas Bedingfield .Hands, Es-
quires, who were qualified before Mr. Jenifer, by taking the
oath prescribed by the Convention.

A Letter was sent to the Committee of Observation for
Baltimore County, about Sulpbur and Sail-Duck.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met according to ad-
journment.

Ordered, That Mr. Charles Wallace, Paymaster of the
forces of this Province, enter into Bond, with sufficient se-
curity, in the sum of fOllrthousand Pounds, currency, for the
faithful discharge of his trust.

Commissions issued to Thomas Watkins, appointed Cap-
tain; Thomas Noble Stockett, First Lieutenant; Samuel
Watkins, Second Lieutenant, and William Harwood, En-
sigh}bf a Company of Militia belonging to the South-River
Battalion of Anne Arundel County.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'elock.

Wednesday, February 14, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay

to Captain John Watkins two hundred Pounds, for subsist
and advance money for his Recruits.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain James
Hindman three hundred Pounds, to subsist and provide ne-
cessaries for his Company.

Copy of Letter No. 15 was sent to the Committee of
Observation for Talbot County; a copy of Letter No. 16 to
Captains James Kent and William Henry, in Virgim:a; and a
copy of No. 17 to the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Robert Craig five hundred Pounds, common money,

" Blank here, in the Original.
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to be lodged in the hands of Colonel John Veazey, to be by
him laid out in the purchase of a ton of Gunpowder.

Commissions issued to Archibald Anderson, appointed
First Lieutenant of Captain James Hindman's Independent
Company, of regular troops, in the room of William Golds-
borough, who resigned, and to Edward Ilindman, appointed
Second Lieutenant of said Company.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met according to ad-
journment.

Copy of Letter No. 18 sent to Colonel John Veazey.
Mr. Robert Craig agreed with the Council to load the

Brig Blanche with country produce, for the importation of
Salt, agreeable to a Resolution of Congress.

Copy of agreement filed.
Adjourned till next day.

Thursday, February 15, 1776.

Council met. Present the same Members as yesterday,
except Mr. Hall.

Commissions issued to Abraham Simmons, appointed Cap.
tain; Thomas Tongue, First Liel1tenant; Thomas jUorton,
Second Lieutenant, and Abeel Hill, Ensign, of a Company
of MiJitia in Anne Arundel County, belonging to the South-
River Battalion.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met according to ad-
journment.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TfCstern-Shore pay
to Messieurs Samuel and Robert Purviance five hundred and
thirty-five Pounds eight ShilIings, for Canvass, for the use
of the forces of this Province, as per account. .

Mr. Robert Purviance engages with the Council of Safe-
ty to return to them the four hundred and twenty-four yards
of Canvass delivered to Mr. Lux; also, the one hundred
and sixty-five yards delivered for the Sloop Hornet, and the
one hundred and fOtty-three and a quarter yards delivered
to Mr. Hugh Young.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TVestern-Shore pay
to St. George Peale three Pounds nine Shillings, being the
amount of his expense to Marlborough, to provide a house
for the reception of the Records.

.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Robert Key
three Pounds ten ShilIings, for Chests for the said Records.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, February 16, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday. Mr. Hall attended.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Tf1illiam Brown eight Pounds two ShiIIings and two
Pence, being the expense of guarding the Records at his
house.

Instructions and Sailing Orders were given to Captain
Francis Speake, of the Ship John.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Tf1estern-Shore pay
to Messieurs Jenifer Sf Hooe one hundred and nine Pounds
twelve Shillings and three Pence, being the balance of their
account with the Province, as per accoul)t filed. .

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore. pay
to Mes~ieurs John Archer Sf James Harris, or their order,
three hundred Pounds, to enable them to carry on their
Linen Manufactory, in Harford County.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Robert Reynolds
two Pounds fifteen Shillings and six Pence, for three cords
of Wood, for the use of the Counci1.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met according to ad-
jourpment.

Commissions issued to Thomas Woolford, Captain of the
Sixth Independent Company, of regular forces, in the room
of Samuel Barrett, who resigned; and to John E£cleston,
First Lieutenant, and Hooper Hudson, Second Lieutenant,
of said Company.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the T¥estern-Shore pay
to Mr. Patrick E11!ingeighty Pounds, on account of Cap-
tain Nathaniel Ramsay's Company.

The Council agreed this day with Mr. Samuel Oummins,
as Contractor for the Riltions to be supplied the Battalion,

and Matross, and Independent Companies, raised by this
Province, at, and for the sum of eight Pence three Far-
things, common currency, in bills of credit issued by the
Convention of this Province, each Ration; and further, thrct
in case of the removal of any magazine of provisions from
any particular place where the said Troops, or any part of
them, may happen to be stationed, the Council of Safety
agree to have the same removed at the risk and expense'
of the publicI., as well as all carriage by land from the
shore. And also agree to advance the sum of four thQu-
sand Pounds, within a month from the date hereof, and one
thousand five hundred Pounds within two weeks from the
expiration of the said month, to said Contractor, against any
extraordinary expense or loss of Provisions that may happen
from seizure, or destruction by the enemy; unless it should
be occasioned by tbe negligence or carcIessness of the said
Contractor; and to settle accounts monthly.

Adjourned tin next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, February 17, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday, except Mr. Carroll.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Mr. Charles Wallace fifteen hundred Pounds; and that
the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay him five hundred
Pounds, to be applied occasionally towards discharging tbe
pay of the forces of this Province.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Captain Peter Adams two hundred Pounds, for subsi,t
and advance money for his Recruits.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Captain Thomas Woolford Onehundred and fiftyPounds,
for the p'urposes mentioned in the above order.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Captain Georrre Stricker four hundred and thirty-two
Pounds sixteen Shillings, for subsist money, and to purchase
Rifles, for the use of his Company of Light Infantry.
, Mr. Nicholas Harwood, one of the Clerks of the Loan
Office, delivered to the Council a copy of the names of the
principals and securities, and also the sums due on Bonds
in sterling, in the Loan Office; which was ordered to be
filed.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met according to ad-
journment.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. John Bullen sixteen Pounds, for carting the Re-
cords.

Adjourned tiIl Monday morning, ten o'cl~ck.

Monday, February 19, 1776.

Council met. Present the same Members as on Satur-
day, except Mr. Hall.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the T¥estern-Shore pay
to Thomas Crackells thirty Shillings, for riding express from
Marlborough to this City.

A copy of a Letter (No. 18) was sent to the Committee
of Safety, in Philadelphia.

Ordered, That the Paymaster of the forces of this Pro-
vince pay to Lieutenant Thomas Goldsmith fifteen Pounds,
on account of Captain Fulford's Artillery Company.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met according to ad-
journment.

A copy of a Letter (No. 19) w.assent to Gustavus Scolt,
Esquire, of Somerset Couhty.

Ordered, That the Paymaster pay to Captain Barton
Lucas one hundred Pounds, on account of his Company.

Ordered, That John Youst deliver unto Captain Barton
Lucas, (for training his men,) or his order, all the Muskets,
&c., which he bas made for the use of this Province, and
have been proved by Messieurs Richard Thompson and
Thomas Richardson; and transmit an account of the num-
ber he shaIl deliver to the Council of Safety.

Ordered, That a Letter be sent to the Supervisors of tho
Saltpetre Works in this Province, respectively, in the words
fonowing, to wit:

SIR: The Committee of Safety for the City of Philadel-
phia have been kind enough to offer the Council of SafelY
that the managers of their publicI. Saltpetre works shol.l!d
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instruct any persons whom we might recommend to them for
that purpose; therefore, should you find any difficulty arise in
the management of the works under your care, you may (if
you think proper) apply to their managers for such instruc-
tions as you may want.

The. Council of Safety is very desirous of knowing what
forwardness the works under your management are in, and
request you would, from time to time, communicate to them
what quantity of crude nitre you expect to furnish the pub-
lick with.

Adjourned tjJJ lIlext day, half after nine o'clock.

Tuesday, February 20, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday. Mr. Hall attended.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TVestern-Slwre pay
to Mr. William Spear one hundred and sixty-eight Pounds
twelve Shillings and two Pence, being the balance of his
accounts with the Province, as per account filed.

Commission issued to Felix Lucas Massenbaugh, appoint-
ed Second Lieutenant of Captain Fulford's Company of
Matrosses.

Also, to Fielder Bowie, appointed Captain of a Company
of Militia, in Prince George's County, belonging to the
Eleventh Battalion.

Letter received £I'om Colonel Sim, of Prince George's
County, and answered. (Vide No. 20.)

Ordered, That the Paymaster pay unto Lieutenant Ben-
nett Brano one hundred Pounds, on account of Captain
Rezin Beall's Company.

Adjourned tin three o'clock, and met according to ad-. ~
Journment.

Captajn Nathaniel Smith sent to the Council of Safety
a copy of the Enrollment of his Company, which was ex-
amined with the original, and ordered to be filed.

Ordered, That Captain John Fulford he appointed to
prove the Can~on to be furnished by Messieurs Samuel and
Daniel Hughes, lor the use of the Province, and that the
Committee of Observation for the Middle District of Fre-
derick County furnish him with Powder sufficient for that
purpose.

A copy of the above order was sent to Captain Fulford,
enclosed in a Letter, requesting him to comply therewith.
(Vide No. 21.)

A copy of a Letter, (No. 22,) was sent to the Committee
of Observation for Baltimore County.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, February 21, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Ordered, That the Treasurers be directed to exchange
the Bins of Credit of this Province for any sum in Gold or
Silver Coin that may be lodged with them by the several
persons appointed to conect the same, to comply with the
resol ve of Congress.

Copies of Letter No. 23 were sent to the Committees
of Observation for Worcester, Dorchester, Talbot, and Cal-
vert Counties, respectively.

Mr. Tilghman has leave of absence.
Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Thomas MulWcen'.~ Company, in said County, a1l belonging
to the Severn Battalion.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the T¥estern-Shore pay
to Mr. Robert Curmnins four thousand Pounds, within a
month from the 16th instant.

In consequence of the Resolve of the honourable Con-
vention, made at Annapolis, 18th January last,

,

Ordered, That the Records of Anne Arundel County
Court be removed to-morrow morning, if fair, if not, the first
fair day, from the City of Annapolis to Mr. Rezin Gaither's
house, in said County, and there committed to the care of
one of the Clerks of Mr. John Brice.

Copy of Letter No. ~4 was sent to the Deputies of this
Province in Congress.

Adjoul'lled tiJI next day, tt;n o'clock.

Friday, February 23, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday, except MI'. Jenifcr,
who was directed by the Council to attend MI'. Johnson on
publicl, businessat Baltimore Town. Mr. lIall attended.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Elie Vallette nine Pounds six Shi1lings,being the
expense of removing the Records of the Commissary's Of-
fice.

Messieurs John Shaw and Archibald Chisholm agreed
with the Council of Safety to stock the Gun-barrels made
by Mr. Isaac Harris for the use of this Province, at the
price the same are done in Philadelphia.

.

Ordered, That the Treas1,1rer of the Western-Shore deli-
ver to Mes3rs. John Shaw and Archibald Chisholm fifty of
the Gun-harrels left with him by Mr. Isaac Harris, to be
stocked by said Shaw and Chisholm, and take their receipt
for'the same.

Ordered, That Major Thomas Tillard deliver to Mr.
Isaac Harris three barrels of Gunpowder belonging to this
Province, to be by him brought under a guard to the City
of Annapolis, and there delivered to the Council of Safety,
or to their order.

That the said Isaac Harris be empowered to hire a cart,
and one or more horses, as also to employ two persons to
assist him in hringing said three barrels of Gunpowder fi'om
Pirr-Point to Annapolis, and to be a guard on the same.

That Colonel John Hall he, and he is hereby, appointed
to receive the Gunpowder from Isaac llarris, and that he
take care that the same be stored in some safe place in the
City of Annapolis; and that the said John lIall deliver out,
or cause to be delivered out, to Isaac Harris, so much of the
said Gunpowder as may be necessary for proving the Muskets
now made or making by him.

That Isaac Harris call on Mr. Stephen West, and request
him to send up to the Council of Safety, by the said Harris,
all the Gunlocks and Cutteau-Knives nOw in his possession,
heretofore agreed for by Colonel SmClllwQod.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, February 24, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TVestern-Slwre pay

to Mr. John BulZin twenty-nine Pounds twelve Shillings
and two Pence, for twelve hundred and seventy-five poundS'

Thur8day, February 22, 1776. of Sulphur.
Council met. Present the same as yesterday, exceptMr. A Letter was received from Colonel George Dashiell,

Tilghman and-MI'. Hall. and answered. (Vide No. ~5.)
Commissions issued to James Tootell, appointed Captain, A Lettel'was receiv,edfrom the Committee of C0l!esp~n-

Philemon Warfield, First Lieutenant, Launcelot Warfield, dence for Queen Anne s County, and answered. (VIde No.
Second Lieutenant, and Thomas Warfield, Ensign, of a 26.)
Company of Militia in Anne Arundel County. Also, a copy of a Letter, (No. 27,) sent to Colonel Peter

Also to Georrre Watt~ appointed Ca I)tain David Kerr Waters, of Somerset County. .,
b

"

. ,
"First Lieuh:~nant,Joseph lUackubin, Second Lieutenant, and Commissions issued to Plumer TfTiZliams,Captain, Ben-

Joslma Cromwell, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in said jamin Schoolfield, First Lie1,1tenant,Ebenezer Finley, Se-
County. cond Lieutenant, and Thomas Williams, Ensign, of a Com-

Also, to Henry Hall, appointed Captain, John Wor- pany of Militia in Somerset County.
tkington, (son of Brice,) First Lieutenant, Nicholas Wor- Also, to TflilliamFountain, Captain, Daniel j"Iaddux,
thington, Jun., Second Lieutenant, and Gilbert Tcildhall, First Lieutenant, Staue;hton ~Maddux, Second Lieutenant,
Ensign, of a Company of Militia in said County. and Collin Fountain, :Ensign, of a Company of Militia in

Also, to Absalom Anderson, appointed Ensign of Captain said County, both belonging to the Seventeenth Battalion.
FOURTHSERIES.- VOL. v. 97
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A Letter was received from Captain James IIindman, and
,answered. (Vide No. 28.)

Mr. Hall has leave of absence.

Council adjourns to Baltimore Town, till JI.'londaynext.

Baltimore Town, Monday, Fehruary 26,1776.

Council met. Present as on Saturday last, except Mr.
llap. Mr. Jenifer and Mr. Carroll attended.

Ordered, Tbat the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Lieutenant John Eccleston thirty-five Pounds, on account
of Captain Thomas Woolford's Company.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Captain Edward Veazey two hundred Pounds, for sub-
sist and advance money for his Recruits.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain Veazey
three hundred and fifty Pounds, on account of his Com-
pany.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, February 27, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Ordered, That Mr. George ~Matthews and Captain Na-
thaniel Smith be appointed to prove the Cannon to be
furnished by Messrs. Samuel and Daniel Hughes, for the
use of the Province; and that the Committee of Observa-
tion for the Middle District of Frederick County deliver to
Mr. Matthews and Captain Smith, or either of them, Pow-
der sufficient for that purpose; the order of the 20th instant
to Captain Fulford being superseded by reason of his neces-
sary attendance here. -

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, February 28, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Instructions and Sailing Orders were given to Captain
George TVise, of the Brigantine Nancy.

A Petition of sundry inhabitants of Anne Arundel County,
against the issuing Commissions to the Officers of Mr. John
BurtJess's Company, which was referred by the late Con-
ventIOn to the Council of Safety, was read.

And thereupon Ordered, That the same be taken into,
consideration on Friday, the 8th of March next; and that
notice be given to the parties concerned to attend the Coun-
cil, at the City of Annapolis, on that day.

Summons'issued to Major Henry Ridgely and Mr. John
Burgess, accordingly.

Commissions issued to Richard Stringer, appointed Cap-
tain, William Spurrier, First Lieutenant, Caleb Dorsey, Se-
cond Lieutenant, and Nicholas Ridgely, Ensign, of a Com-
pany of Militia in Anne Arundel County, belonging to the
Elkridge Battalion.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, February 29, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Mr. James Hutchings agreed with the Council to load the
Schooner Fanny, James Carmichael master, with country
produce, for the importation of Salt, agreeable to a resolve
of Congress.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Doctor Alexander Stenhouse four hundred and thirty-
eight Pounds three Shillings and two Pence, for Medicines
purchased of him by the Council of Safety for the use of the
forces of this Province.

Ordered, That the saidTreasurer pay to Messrs. Daniel
and John JI.'lcHenry four hundred and twenty-three Pounds
three Shillings and six Pence, for four thousand and sixty-
two and a half yards of Osnaburghs, purchased of them for
the use of the regular Troops of this Province.

Ordered, That :Messrs. Daniel and John ~j}fcHenry deli-
cvc;)rto Major Gist four thousand and sixty-two and a half
"yards of Osnaburghs, purchased of them by the Council of
:S\1./hy.

Ordered, That Messrs. Robert and Samuel Purviance
,deliver to Major Gist all the Canvass now in their posses-
,siou, purchased of lV4>nsieurJuge, for Tents, by the late

Convention; and that he procure the same to be imme-
diately made up.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, March I, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Ordere~, That Major Gist furnish Captain Fulford with
a quantity of Cloth sufficient to clothe his Company.

Mr. Richard Ruxton Moore, now appointed Third Lieu-
tenant of Captain Fulford's Company of Matrosses. Com-
mission issued to him accordingly.

Ordered, That Messrs. Samuel Purviance, Jun., William
Smith, and David Stewart, pay to Messrs. William Lux and
Daniel Bowly twelve hundred and two Pounds eighteen
Shillings and nine Pence, being the balance of their account
with the Proviilee, in consequence of an adventure by thJ
Schooner Seaflower.

Permit was granted to Messrs. Samuel Purviance, Jun.,
William Smith, and David Stewart, and others, concerned
in the adventure per the Schooner Seaflower, to export the
produce of this Province to the amount of four hundred and
eighty-nine Pounds and five Pence, agreeable to a resolution
of Congress.

Doctor George Budd was appointed Surgeon of the Shi:p
Defence, and Doctor Nathan Dorsey Mate.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, Mar~h 2, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Commissism issued to Lilburn Williams, appointed Third
Lieutenant of Captain Thomas Fulford's Independent Com-
pany.

Resolved, That Major Gist be empowered to contract fOf
fifty Camp-Kettles, and as many Hats as may be necessary-
for the Battalion, not exceeding seven Shillings each.

Mr. Hugh Young agreed with the Council to load the
Schooner Peggy with country produce, and in return to im-
port Salt, agreeable to a resolution of Congress.

Doctor Charles Frederick Weisenthal was appointed Sur-
geon of the Battalion.

Commission issued to George Welch, appointed Ensigl1
of Captain John Coxe's Company of Militia in Baltimorc
County, in the room of David ~McClellan, who removed out
of the Province.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay-
to Mr. David Grant six Pounds fifteen Shillings, for the use
of his room and Doorkeeper. .

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Willimrl
Lutc one thousand Pounds, currency, on account of the Ship
Defence.

.

Adjourned to the City of AnnapoHs, till Monday next.

Annapolis, Monday, March 4, 1776.

Present of the Council, Mr. Hall, Mr. Smyth, and Mr.
Hands.

A sufficient number of Members to compose a Council
not having met, they adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Tuesday, March 5, 1776.

Council met. Present: Mr. Jenifer, Mr. Carroll, Mr.
Hall, Mr. Tilghman, and Mr.lIands. Mr. Smyth has leave
of absence. .

Seven o'clock at night.-The Council being informed by
the Pilot-Boats stationed to gain and communicate intelli-
gence, that a Ship-of-War was making up the nay, a LeW'f
was immediately sent by express to the Committee of Obser-
vation for Baltimore County, informing them thereof.

A Letter was also sent to Colonel John 1-Iall, (vide No.
29,) and copies of the Letter No. 30 to Colonels Thomas
Dorsey and John Tf'eems, respectively.

Adjourned till next day, eight o'clock.

Wednesday. March 6, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That Captain George Stricker's Company of
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Light Infantry immediately march to their station at the City
of Annapolis.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to the Clerk twenty Pounds, to pay expenses and for other
purposes; and that he render an account thereof.

Commissions issued to James Brice, appointed Captain,
St. George Peale, First Lieutenant, Frederick Green, Se-
cond Lieutenant, Nicholas ~Jaccubbin, Jun., Ensign, of an
Independent Company in the City of Annapolis.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Charles Wallace, Esquire, one hundred and fifty Pounds,
currency, for money advanced by him to Captain Barton
Lucas for inlistments and subsist money, on his producing
said Lucas's receipt for that sum, and lodging the same with
the Treasurer.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

The publick service requiring that the Regular forces now
in Annapolis be armed as quick as possible,

Ordered, That Captain William Hyde deliver up to Major
Thomas Price the eighty stands of publick Arms now in the
possession of the said Captain Hyde, or of his Company of
Militia, together with all things belonging to the said eighty
stands of Anns; and that a receipt be given by the said
Major Thomas Price for the same, or such part thereof as
may be delivered; and that said Major Thomas Price return
a list to the Council of what Arms he may receive.

Copies of Letter No. 31 were sent to the several Commit-
tees of Observation for Frederick County, respectively.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Thursday, March 7,1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Commissions issued to Bennett Combs, appointed Second

Lieutenant, and James Williams, Ensign, of a Company of
Militia in St. Mary's County.

Also, to William Winters, appointed" Captain, George
Dent, Jun., First Lieutenant, Burdit Hamilton, Second
Lieutenant, and TVilliamBarker, Ensign, of a Company
of Militia in Charles County.

Also, to William McPherson, appointed Captain, Peter
Green, First Lieutenant, Thomas Green, Jun., Second Lieu-
tenant, and Leonard Hambleton, Ensign, of a Company of
Militia in said County.

Also, to Benjamin Philpot, appointed Captain, Henry
Dent, First Lieutenant, Burford Cottrell, Second Lieute-
nant, and Philip .7}larshall,Ensign, of a Company of Mili-
tia in said County.

Also, to Waltet Hanson, (son of John,) appointed Cap-
tain, Thomas Sernes, First Lieutenant, Joseph w. Harri-
son, Second Lieutenant, and John Beale Turner, Ensign,
of a Company of Mi]itia in said County.

Also, to John Hanson, (youngest,) appointed Captain,
Henry Massey Hanson, First Lieutenant, James Russell,
Second Lieutenant, and John Grijfin, Ensign, of a Company
of Militia in said County.

Also, to Jonathan Yates, appointed Captain, Richard
Hendly Cauts, First Lieutenant, John Neal, Second Lieu-
tenant, and Rapl.~aelBoarman, Jun., Ensign, of a Com-
pany of Militia in said County.

Also, to Walter Winter, appointed Captain, Richard
Bennett Boarman, First Lieutenant, Jonathan Thomas,
Second Lieutenant, and Nehemiah Gibbons, Ensign, of a
Company of Militia in said County.

Also, to George Swann, appointed Captain, John Gwinn,
First Lieutenant, Michqel Stone, Second. Lieutenant, and
William Lamar, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in said
County.

Also, to Thomas Hanson ~Iarshall, appointed Captain,
George Dent, First Lieutenant, Henry Ward, Second Lieu-
tenant, and John Grant, Ensign, of a Company of Militia
in said County.

Also, to John Muskett, appointed First Lieutenant, 1¥il-
liam McCorkle, Second Lieutenant, and Samuel Stone,
Ensign, of Captain Robert Sinnitts's Company of Militia
in said County.

Ordered, That Major Price immediately collect all the
Lead in Town, and particularly the Buckshot, and lodue
the same in the Magazine.

0

Mr. Isaac Harris was appointed Arrnourer to the Troops
stationed in Annapolis.

In consequence of a Letter from two of the Deputies of
this Province in Congress, permission was given to Alexan-
der Ross to pass to the Committee of Safety of Virginia.

Copy of Letter No. 32 was sent to the said Committee,
in consequence of the above pennission.

Adjourn~d till three o'clock, and met accordingly.

Ordered, That Messrs. Thomas Charles Williams 0/ Co.,
deliver to lVIajorPrice, or his order, all the Gun-Flints pur-
chased from them for the use of the Province.

Ordered, That Colonel John Tf7i;emsimmediately march
his Battalion to South-River Ferry, and quarter them there,
part on this and part on the other side of the Ferry; and
should the Man-of- War and her Tenders attempt any land-
ing there, that he be ready to repel them.

Ordered, That a cOPJ'?f the above order be immediately
despatchedto Colonel Weems per express.

Copy of Letter No. 32 was sent by expressto theCom-
mittee of Observation for Baltimore County.

Copy of No. 33, by express, to Colonel William Small-
wood.

Copy of No. 34, by express, to the Committee of Obser-
vation for Prince George's County.

Copy of No. 35, by express, to the Committee of Obser-
vation forBaltimore County; and copy of No. 36, per express,
to Colonel Thomas Dorsey.

Mr. Carroll was requested to go to Baltimore Town to
assist in the necessary preparations there.

Ordered, That Captain RezinBeall's Independent Com-
pany be stationed one half of them at Port-Tobacco, in
Charles County, and the other half at Drum-Point, in Cal-
vert County; and that they march to their several stations
as soon as possible.

Copy of Letter No. 37 was sent to the Committee of
Observation for Calvert County.

Dr. ~lichael Wallacewas appointed First Surgeon's Mato
to the Battalion.

Commission issued to William Frazer, appointed Third
Lieutenant of Captain James Hindman's Independent Com-
pany, in the room of Pollard Edmonson, who resigned.

Friday, March S, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday, except Mr. Carroll.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of tbe Western-Shore pay

to the Committee of Observation forBaltimore County, one
thousand Pounds, currency, on account of Provisions for the
Militia now in Baltimore Town.

A Letter was received from the Committee of Observa-
tion for Baltimore County, and answered. (Vide No. 38.)

Copy of Letter No. 39 was sent to Brigadier-General
Chamberlaine; and a copy of No. 40 to Captain James
Hindman.

Ordered, That Major Thomas Price deliver out of the
publick Magazine to Coloriel RezinHammond, forty pounds
of Powder, one hundred and sixty pounds of Buckshot,
and one hundred and twenty Gun-Flints, for the use of the
Severn Battalion, to be safely kept by him, until necessity of
going into actual service may require its being delivered out
to the Militia.

C»py of Letter No. 41 was sent to Colonel Joshua
Beall..

Ordered, That Captain Pitt and Mr. ~liddleton keep a
good look-out in the Bay, ~ear the mouth of this River, and
see that no Vessel pass out of the harbour, or from below,
to the mouth of Patapsco, unless they have licenses so to do
from the Council of Safety.

Ordered, That Major Tillard deliver to Colonel John
Weems, or his order, for the use of the Province, a barre] of
Gunpowder now at P1~(}"-Point,in the possession and under
the care of the saidTi~ard, but that Colonel Weems do not
distribute the same among the Companies of his Battalion
until the service of the publick makes it absolutely requisite.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Richard Hall fifty-two Pounds, currency, to pay the ex-
pense of carting the Records.

.
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Adjourned tm three o'clock, and met accordingly.
.
The Order of the Day, for taking into considerationthe

Petition of llenry Ridgely and others, was referred to a
future day, to be appointed by the Council; the Elkridge
Battalion being ordei'edon duty to Baltimore Town.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Thomas Hyde fifty-fivePounds one Shilling and four
Pence half-penny, for three thousand four hundred and
eighty-one poundf1of Lead.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the fVestern-Shore pay to
John Youst two Pounds eleven Shillings and seven Pence,
currency, for repairing Guns.

Ordered, That Captain Barton Lucas immediately march
his Company to their station at the City of Annapolis.

Copy of Letter No. 42 was sent to the Committee of
Alexandria, and copy of Letter No. 43 was sent to the
Committee of Safety of Virginia; copy of Letter No. 44
was sent to Mr. Carroll.

Adjourned tiJI next day, nine o'clock.

Saturday, March 9, ] 776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Copy of Letter No. 45 was sent to Mr. Carroll, enclosing

a copy of Letter No. 46 to Captain Stricker.
Copy of Letter No. 47 was sent to the Committee of

Observation for Talbot Countv.
"Ordered, That the Committee of Observation for Prince

George's County deliver to ColonelJohn. Weems, or his
order, one barrel of the Gunpowder purchased of Mr. West.

Ordered, That Major Price deliver to Colonel Weems
two hundred Gun-Flints.

.Adjourned till three o'clock, and met accordingly.
Ordered, That Captain Thomas Woolford's Independent

Company, of regular troops, be stationed at Cambridge, in
Dorchester County.

Ordered, That Captain James Hindman's Company, of
regular forces, be stationed at Oxford, in Talbot County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Dr. Michael Wallace five Pounds, current money, for
Lint.

Copy of Letter. No. 48 was sent to the Committ.ee Qf
Observation for Dorchester County.

Ordered, That Captain John Gunby's Independent Com-
pany, of regular troops, be stationed at Princess Anne, in
Somerset County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Captain Gunby one hundred and fifty Pounds, on account
of his Company.

Copy of Letter No. 49 was sent to Captain Gunby.
Ordered,That ColonelJohn Weemsbe directedto order

two Companies of his Battalion, well armed, into the City
of Annapolis, and hold the rest of his men ready to repel
any hostilities that may be attempted against any part of
the coast, in his department, by the Sloop-of-War or either
of her Tenders, who are now off the mouth of the River
Severn.

Copy of Letter No. 50 was sent to Mr. Carron, and the
Committee of Observation of Baltimore County.

Ordered, That Colonel John Weem.sbe directed to march
the remainder of his Battalion, now at London Town, and
all the Militia in his department that he can get together
who have not appeared there, and station them at Floper
places, to guard the shore where the Sloop-of-War and her
Tenders are most likely to attempt landing.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Sunday, March 10, 1776.

~ol1ncil met. Present as yesterday.
A Letter from Captain Squires, of the Otter sloop-of-

war, to his Excellency the Governour, together with his
Excellency's answer thereto, were communicated to the
Council; upon which a copy of Letter No_ 51 was sent to
his Excellency by the Council.

.An Express was sent to Colonel Thomas Dorsey, direct-
ing him to discharge the Battalion of Militia under his com-
mand.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Westem-Shore pay
to the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County one
thousand Pounds, currency, on account of the Fortifications
there.

Ordered, That Major Gist deliver to Lieutenant John.
.'Stewart one hundred Cartouch-Boxes.

Ordered, That Colonel Francis Ware send fifteen hun-
dred weight of Lead immediately to the Committee of Bul-
timore County.

Copy of Letter No. 5:2 was sent to Mr. Carroll and the
Baltimore Committee.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Monday, March 11, 1776,

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Orders were sent to Brigadier-General Clwmberlaine and
Colonel Beall, respectively, to discharge their Militia.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore 'pay
to, the Clerk twenty Pounds, currency, for expenses arid
other purposes.

Ordered, That Colonel John WCe1llsbe directed to march
his Militia, or such of them as may be necessary, to repel any
attempt that now is or may be made by the Otter Sloop, or
her Tenders, at the mouth of Fishing-Creek, as alsQ to be
ready to assist the Calvert Militia.

Colonel Ware was ordered down to take the comrnnnd
of the Militia.

.

Copy of Letter No. 53 was sent to the Deputies in Con-
gress.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Tuesday, Mar~h.12, 17715.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Copy of Letter No. 54 was sent to the Committee of

Observation of B'fltimore County.
Copy of Letter No. 55 was sent to Captains William

Henry and James Kent, of the Minute Companies in Vir-
gmza.

Adjourned till ne]!;tday, nine o'clock.

Wednesday, Mar~h 13, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Mr. /)m,yth attended.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Weste,rn-Shcfrepay

to the Committee of Observation for Harfm'd County foUl."
hundred Pounds, currency, on account of the Minute Com-
panies there.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Colonel Thomas Dorsey two hundred Pounds, currency,
to be accounted for.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to John OrMnsetter thirty Pounds, currency, on account of
his contract with Mr. Alexander.

Copy of Letter No. 56 was sent to the Committee of
Observation for Harford County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the We~tern-Shore pay
to Captain Rezin Beall the sum of three hundred Pounds,
currency, on account of his Company.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Charles 1Vallace,Esq., Paymaster, four thousand Pounds,
currency, to be accounted for.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met accordingly.

Mr. Carroll returned from Balttmore Town.
Mr. Joseph:JJ1arb'Urywas appointed Quartermaster (If the

Battalion of Regular Troops.
Copy of Letter No. 57 was sent to the Committee of

Safety of Virginia.
Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Thursday, March 14, l'1'76.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Ordered, That Major Price be empowered to purchlse or
contract for the making of two hundred Rifles, with proper
Powder-horns and Pouches.
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Ordered, That the Treasurer of the ffistern-Shore pay
to Daniel of St. Thomas Jenffer, Esq., one hundred and
twenty Pounds, currency, for so much in specie by him paid
to Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Esq.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. James D£ck the sum of twenty-one Pounds and nine
Shillings, for Lead and Flints.

Ordered, That Mr. Robert Townsend Hooe be requested
immediately to load the Sloop Prlolly,Captain Conway, with
Tobacco, Corn, Flour, and Staves, on account and risk of
this Province, upon the best and most reasonable terms;
and that he apply to the Council of Safety for sailing orders
for her when rea.dy.

Ordered, That Captain John Allen Thomas's Indepen-
dent Company he stationed at Leonardtown, in St. Mary's
County.

Ordered, That Captain John Watkins's Independent
Company be stationed at Snow-Hill, in Worcester County;
that one half of Captain Edward Veazey's Independent
Company be stationed in Chestertown, in Kent County, and
the other half at Blunt's Warehol.(.Se,on Kent Island, in
Queen Anne's County.

~

Ordered, Th~~t the Treasurer of the TfTestern-Slwre pay
to Mr. Robert Townsend Hooe nine hundred Pounds, cur-
rency, on account of the above adventure.

.

Ordered, That the Committee of Observation for the
Middle District of Frederick Connty send two thousand
five hundred pounds of Lead to the Committee of Obser-
vation for Charles County.

Adjol,1rned till three o'clock, and met accordingly.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to John Wells seven Pounds seven Shillings aud seven
Pence, for three hundred and twenty-two pounds of Beef,
given as a compliment by the Council of Safety to Captain
lJoucher, he having restored five Prisoners.

Ordered, That Captain Joshua Beall, of Prince George's
County, deliver to Colonel William Smallwood, or his order,
thirty barrels of Gunpowder imported in the Sloop Molly,
Thomas Conway, Master.

Friday, March 15, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Commission issued to Samuel Griffith, appointed First

Lieutenant, Richard Finley, Second :Lieutenant, and James
Robinson, Ensign, of Captain William Frisby's Company
of Militia in Kent County.

Ordered, That Colonel Willia'm Smallwood be empow-
ered to purchase all the Blankets and Cloth at Bladens-
burgh and Georgetown, for the use of the Troops of this
Province, and to convey the san)e to the City of Anna-
polis..

Ordered, That James TiMet, master of the Brig Wild
Duck, deliver to Mr. William Houston two thousand pounds
weight of Gunpowder, and all the Small-Arms and accou-
trements thereto belonging, the property of the Province of
.Maryland,iniportedin said Brig. -

Copy of Letter No. 58 was sent to Mr. Daniel Bowly,
of BaltimQre Town.

The th,mks of the Council were delivered by the Pre-
sident to Captain Nicholson, of the Ship Defence. (Vide
No. 59.)

Copy of Letter No. 60 was sent to the Deputies of this
Province in Congress.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr..Adam Lt~maistre two hundred Pounds; currency, for
Medicine.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Thomas Stone,
Esq.,oue hundred and fifty Pounds, to defray the expenses
of his deputation to the Congress.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Saturday, March 16, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday, except Mr. Jenifer.

Commissions issued to Robert Bowie, First Lieutenant,
William N. Dorsett, Second Lieutenant, and Thomas Hoye,
Ensign of a Company of Militia iu Prince George's County.

Also, to William R1:nggold, appointed Captain, Charles
Cook, First Lieutenant, James Stinson, Second Lieutenant,
and Thomas Bailey, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in
Q.ueenAnne's County. _'

Commissions issued to John Costen, appointed Captain,
John Fisher, First Lieutenant, Andrew Sylvester, Second
Lieutenant, and Henry Pratt, Jun., Ensign, of a Company
of MiJitia in said County.

Commissions issued to James Boanlley, appointedCap-
tain, John Kent, First Lieutenant, James Earle, Second
Lieutenant, and Nathan Brown, Ensign, of a Company of
Mi]itia in said County.

Also, to Kathaniel Wright, appointed Captain, George
Hanson, First Lieutenant, Thomas Emory, Second Lieute-
nant, and Peter Ritch, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in
said County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to John Nichols five Pounds, currency, for two and a half
days' Wagon-hire.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Lieutenant John
Stewart two hundred Pounds, currency, on aCcount of Cap-
tain Thomas's Company.

The thanks of the Council were sent to the several Bri-
gadier-Generals, respectively. (Vide No. 61.)

Resolved, That as the exigencies may sometimes require
that the Militia should be called into service before it can
be convenient for the Brigadier-General of the Upper Dis-
trict of the Eastern-Shore to receive particular orders from
the Council of Safety; and as no Field-Officers have been
appointed to the command of the seYeral Battalions of Mili-
tia in Kent County, it is recpmmended that the Committee
of Observation for said County, until Field-Officers be ap-
pointed for the same, direct and regulate the operations of
the Militia of the said County, in repelling any sudden at-
tack or invasion, where circumstances will not admit of their
applying to the Council of Safety or Brigadier-General of
the Upper District for the Eastern-Shore, as they shall think
most proper for the defence of said County; but it is re~
quested that neither the said Brigadier-General or the said
Committee proceed to act without receiving their orders
from the Council of Safety or the said Committee, or with-
out having their instructions from the Councilor said ~riga-
dier, where the circumstances of the case will admit an
application for such orders or instructions without hazard-
ing the publick safety. And that in all instances where the
said Brigadier shall act without particular instructions, that
he immediately convey intelligence of the cause and manner
of their proceedings to the Council; and where the said
Committee act without applying to the Council or the said
Brigadier, that they also communicate, with the utmost de-
spatch, the cause and manner of their proceedings to the
Council, as well as to the said Brigadier, where it may be
conveniently done. And the Mtlitia of the said County
are required to obey all such orders as shall be made by the
said Brigadier or the said Committee in pursuance of this
Resolve.

Copy of Letter No. 62 was sent to the Deputies in Con-
gress.

The gentlemen appointed the 21st of January last to
make a Chart of the Land and Water at the mouth of this
River, specifying the width and depth of the Channel be-
tween Horn-Point and Grecnbury's P01'nt,returned a Chart
thereof, and delivered the same to the Council; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

. Sunday, March 17, 1776.
Council met. Present as yesterday.

A Letter was reGeived from Mr. Chamberl<1ine, Chairman
of the Committee of Observation for Talbot County, and
answered. (Vide No. 63.) .

.

Copy of Letter No. 64 was sent to Colonel Thomas
Wright.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the western-Shore pay to
Major Price five hundred Pounds, currency, for Rifles.

Ordered, That the Commi.tteeof Observation for the Mid-
dle Distrid of Fn:derick County deliver to Major Price fifteen
hundred Flints, five thousand pounds of Lead in Bullets, all
the Hangers, Broad-swords, and Cutlasses; and also all the
Arms belonging to the Province that are fit for service.
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Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Major Gist one hundred and fifty Pounds, cUlTency,to
be accounted for.

Mr. Hands has leave of absence.
Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Monday, March 18, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday, except Mr.H~nds.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore de-

liver to Mr. Charles Wallace unsigned Bills of Credit, of this
Province, to the amount of six thousand Pounds.

Copy of Letter No. 65 was sent to William Hindman,
Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met accordingly.
Commissions issued to Thomas Williams, appointed First

:Major, and Thomas Snowden, Second Major, of the Twen-
ty-Fifth Battalion of Militia in Prince George's County.

Also, to Thomas Richardson, appointed Captain, Ralph
Crabb, First Lieutenant, and William Holmes, Second Lieu-
tenant, of a Company of Militia in said County.

And, also, to Basil Waring, the 3d, appointed Captain,
and William D. Beall, First Lieutenant, of a Company of
Militia in said County, belonging to the Twenty-Fifth Bat-
talion.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Tuesday, March 19, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Mr. Jenifer attended.
Ordered, That Colonel Joshua Beall, of Prince George's

County, deliver unto George Jt;lasonand John Dalton, Es-
quires, of Fairfax County, Virginia, or their order, ten bar-
tels of Gunpowder, imported in the Sloop Molly, Thomas
Conway, Master.

Copy of Letter No. 66 was sent to George ~l'tlasonand
John Dalton, Esquires.

Copy of Letter No. 67 was sent to the Committee of
Safety of Virginia, and copies of No. 68 to the Honourable
George Plater, Esq., and Brigadier-General Dent, respec-
tively.

Ordered, That a Magazine be built, at the publick ex-
pense, in the neighbourhood of Captain James Tootell's, tfiJ.-
del' the inspection of John Hall, Esq., upon the following
plan, viz; A brick-house, sixteen feet square, with a pigeon-
house roof. The walls to be two bricks to the first floor,and a
brick and a half afterwards; about nine feet pitch; walls to
be battened with wooden blocks, and lathed and plastered;
two small windows with iron bars; one door; two small cen-
try boxes made with plank on end; an iron rod to prevent
lightning falling on the Magazine.

As it may sometimes be necessary for the defence of this
Province, that the Militia should be called into service to
repel sudden attacks and invasions before it can be conve-
nient for the Brigadiers-General and other Field-Officers to
receive particular orders from the Council of Safety;

It is thereforeResolved, That, upon such exigencies,the
several Brigadiers-General may call out and direct and re-
gulate the operations of the Militia in their respective Dis-
tricts according to the best of their skj]] and judgment; and
that the other Field-Officers, where circumstances will not
~dmit of their applying either to the Council of Safety or
their Brigadiers for orders, have the like powers with respect
to their several Battalions. But it is required that, in all
instances where the Brigadiers shall proceed without parti-
cular orders, they immediately convey intel1igence of the
cause and manner of their proceedings to the Council of
Safety; and where the other Field-Officers act without ap-
plying to the Council of Safety or their Brigadier, that they
also communicate with the utmost despatch the cause and
manner of their proceedings, to the Council of Safety, as well
as to their Brigadier, when, from his situation, it may be
conveniently done. And the Militia are required to obey
all such orders as shall be made by the Brigadiers, or other
Field-Officers, in pursuance of this resolve.

Ordered, That copies of the above Resolve be sent to
the several Brigadiers-General respectively, requesting them
to furnish the Colonel of each Battalion in their respective
Districts with a copy thereof.

Ordered, That the Committee of Observation for Kent
County send, under a guard of a commissioned officer and
two privates of Captain Veazey's Company, two barrels and
a half of Gunpowder, out of the Powder received from Cap-
tain Tibbet, to the Committee of Observation for QUfen
Anne's County, or to such person or persons as they shall
appoint to receive it; also two barrels to the CQmmiuee
of Talbot County; and one barrel to the said Committee,
for the use of the Committee of Caroline County; and four
and a half barrels to Mr. Richard Harrison, of Cambridge,
for the use of Dorchester, Somerset, and TForcesterCoun-
ties.

Ordered, That the Committee of Observation for Dor-
chester County send, under a guard of a commissioned OJ'fi-
cer and two privates of Captain Woolford's Company, one
barrel of Gunpowder to the Committee of Worcester Corln-
ty, or to such person or persons as they shall appoint to
receive it. -

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Stephen West ninety-five Pounds eleven Shillings
and one Penny, for Gunlocks and Cutteau-Knives.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to the Committee of Observation for Queen Anne's County
fifty-two Pounds and ten Pence, currency, to reimburse thpm
for the expenses inculTed in arming and accoutring Captain
Kent's Minute Company.

Copy of Letter No. 69 was sent to the Committee of
Observation for Queen,Anne's County; and copy of No. 70
to Mr. Hugh Young; of Baltimore Town.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met accordingly.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Captain Patrick Sim thirty-nine Pounds thirteen Shil-
lings, for Blankets for his Company.

Stephen Gartrilt and James Morris, together with the
charge against them, being sent under guard to the Coundl,
by the Committee of Observation for the Elkridge Depart-
ment of Anne Arundel County,

Ordered, That the said Stephen Gartrill and James MOT-
risbe committed to the custody of Colonel William &£1[[-
wood, till to-morrow morning.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Wednesday, March ~O, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday. .
Copy of Letter No. 71 was sent to MI'. William EnnaTls,

of Dorchester County.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Messrs. William Lux and David Bowly one hundred
and ninety-one Pounds six Shillings and six Pence, for
clothing for the Troops.

Copy of Letter No. 72 was sent to ColoI)elJohn Vea-
zey, of Cecil County.

Ordered, That all Vessels loaded with country produce
on account and risk of this Province, proceed as soon as
may be on their voyage, agreeable to contract.

Ordered, That the Committee of Observation for Barti..
more County be requested to furnish the Council of Saf,~ty
with an account of the Gunpowder and chests of Arms re-
ceived by them fi'om the northward, and also of the Car-
touch-boxes delivered the Militia upon the late alam1, E:nd
to collect and lodge them in the Magazine at Baltimore
Town; also to prove the Cannon offered the Committee by
Mr. Hercules Courtenay, at his expense, and report the value
and condition thereof to the Council.

Ordered, That Colonel Smallwood be requested to send
Stephen Gartrill and James Morris, under a guard, imme-
diate]y to the Council of Safety.

Commissions issued to Timothy ltlcNemarra, appointed
Captain, John Stewart Jt;lcNemarra, First Lieutenant,
Charles Johnson, Second Lieutenant, and John Carwan,
Ensign, of a Company of Mi]itia in Dorchester County.

Also, to Benjamin Keene, appointed Captain, John Keme,
Jun., First Lieutenant, Richard Tubman, Second Lieute-
nant, and John Grijfith, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in
said County.

The Proceedings of the Committee of Anne Arundel
County having been read, charging Stephen Gartrill during
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the time Mr. Richard Hall was on duty at Baltimore Town,
with endeavouring to seduce said Ru;hard Hall from his
post; and the said Stephen Gartrill having been called upon
and heard in his defence, and aJleg-ing,in excuse, that he
was requested by the wife of the said Richard Hall, who
had lately lost her child, to come home, and that he had no
designs inimical to the people of this Province,

Ordered, That the said Stephen Gartrill ask pardon for
his offence, at the head of the Elkridge Battalion, at the
time of their next meeting, and that he be discharged on pay-
ment of one moiety of all expenses attending the bringing
him down to Annapolis, and of the guard staying here.

The Proceedings of the Committee of Observation of
Anne Arundel County being read, charging James Morris
with speaking words inimical to the liberties of America, and
that he was suspected of other high and dangerous offences,
and the said Morris being called upon and heard in his de-
fence,

Ordered, That the said James Morris give security for
his appearance before the Committee of Observation, on the
1st Thursday in April next, and for his good behaviour in
the mean time; and that he be dismissed for the present, on
complying with the above order, and paying one moiety of
all expenses attending the bringing him down to Annapolis, .
and of the guard staying here.

Copy of Letter No. 73 was sent to the Committee of
Observation for Anne Arundel County.

James Jlorris, recognized to the Council, in the sum of
twenty Pounds, and three securities (Richard Hall, Ala-
ander Molville, and Stephen Gartrill) in the sum of ten
Pounds, currency, each, for the appearance of James ]}Iorris
before the Committee of Observation for Anne Arundel
County, on the 1st Thursday in April next, and for his
good behaviour in the mean time.

Ordered, That the Petition of Henry Ridgely and others,
against issuing Commissions to the Officers of Captain .J'8hn
Burgess's Company, be taken into consideration on Wed-
nesday, the 3d day of April next, and that notice be given
to the parties to attend the Council on that day.

Notice was given accordingly.
Ordered, That Captain Joseph Robson, of Dorchester

County, deliver to Captain Thomas Woolford ten Muskets,
with the accoutrements thereto belonging, the property of
this Province, which were received from the Committee of
K€nt County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Captain Thomas Woolford fifty-five Pounds thirteen Shil-
lings and nine Pence for Blankets, for his Company.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to John Fluke eight Pounds five ShiJlings, for wag-onage.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the T¥estern-Shore pay
to Mr. John Brice fifty-fiveShillings, for Walnut Plank.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Thomas
Gassaway eleven Pounds six Shillings and six Pence, for
four hundred and fifty-three pounds of Lead.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Thursday, March 21, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday. .
Copy of Letter No. 73 was sent to the Committee of

Observation for Queen Anne's County.
A Letter was received from the Committee of Obser-

vation for Dorchester County, and answered. (Vide No.
74.)

Ordered, That the Committee of Observation for Caro-
line County be requested to send to the Committee of Tal-
bot County for a barrel of Gunpowder lodged with them for
the use of Caroline County, and that a commissioned officer
of the Militia guard the same, and the Treasurer of the East-
ern-Shore pay the expense thereof.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Lieutenant William Han"ison fiv~ hundred Pounds, cur-
rency, on account of Captain Veazey's Company. .

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain Thomas
Woolford two hundred and fifty Pounds, currency, on ac-
count of his Company..

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met accordingly.

Copy of Letter No. 73 was sent to the Co~mittees ~f
Observation for Somerset and Worcester Counties, mutatl$
mutandis.

Ordered, That Colonel Smallwood deliver to Lieutenant
William Harrison two bolts of Osnaburghs for the use of
Captain Veazey's Independent Company.

Ordered, That Colone] Smallwood deliver to Captain
Thomas Woolford twenty pieces Osnaburghs, fifty Cartouch-
boxes and Belts, thirty-one French Muskets and Bayonets
with SlinITs,and'ha]f a ream of Cartridge-paper. The Os-
naburghs bto be equa]]y distributed between the Captains
JamesHindman, John Gunby, John Watk1:ns,and Thomru
TVoolford, for the use of their respective Companies.

Ordered, That Captain Thomas Woolford be empowered
to eo~tract for the making as many Bayonets and Seab-
bards as may be necessary for such of the Muskets in the
hands of his Company as are not already fitted with them.

The Council contracted with 1!.(JwardTimmins for the
making of steel Ramrods, at five Shillings each.

Adjourned tiJl next day, nine o'clock.

Friday, March 22,1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday, except Mr. Carroll.

The Council contracted with Isaac Harris to make two
hundred steel Ramrods, at three Shillings and nine Pence
each.

Ordered, That Colonel Smallwood deliver to Lieutenant
John Stewart fifty stand of J?rench Arms, four bolts Osna-
burghs, and half a ream of Cartridge-paper, for the use of
Captain John Allen Thomas's Independent Company.

Copy of Letter No. 75 was sent to the Committee of
Observation for Talbot County.

Ordered, That the Captains of the several Independent
Companies, and also the Captains of the Artillery Compa-
nies, render a particular account of the expenditure of the
Moneys supplied them for the use of their respective Com-
panies, up to the 3d day of April next.

Adjourned ti]] three o'clock, and met accordingly.

Copy of Letter No. 76 was sent to Captain John Allen
Thomas.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to the Committee of Observation for Kent County, or their
order, their account of expenses fi)r sending Powde~ and
Arms to Queen Anne's, Talbot, and Dorchester Counties, as
we]] as the expense of the carriage of Powder and Arms
ordered to be sent from Philadelphia to Chestertown, under
the care of Mr. Huston.

Copy of Letter No. 77 was sent to the CommIttee of
Observation for Kent County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Lieutenant Jtloses Chaille three hundred and fifty Pounds,
currency, on account of Captain Ttlatkins's Company.

Copy of Letter No. 78 was sent to the Deputies of this
Province in Congress; and copy of No. 79 to the Com-
mittee of Observation for Charles County.

Mr. Charles Wallace produced and delivered to the Coun-
cil unsigned Bills of Credit, to the amount of six thousand
Pounds, currency, which .he was ordered to bring from the
Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore.

Ordered, That the same be delivered to the Treasurer
of the Western-Shore.

Copy of Letter No. 80 was sent to the Chairman of the
Committee of Observation for the Middle District of Fred-
cmk County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Silas llowell, William Sellars, and John Wilson, (whose
vessel was taken from them in Chesapeala; Bay by the Otter
s]oop-of-war,) thirty Shillings each, to pay their expenses
to Philadelphia.

Adjourned ti]] next day, nine o'clock.

Saturday, March 23,1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Copies of Letter No. 81 were sent to Doctors Ephraim

Howard and Samuel Coale, respectively.
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Mr. Nicholas Moore was appointed Second Lieutenant of
Captain John Fulford's Company of Matrosses, in the room
of Mr. Felir Lewis Baron lUassenbaugh, who resigned; and

, Mr. William Campbell, Third Lieutenant of said Company,
in the room of Mr. Moore.

Commissions issued to them accordingly. .

Copy of Letter No. 8;2 was sent to each Committee of
Observation in the Province.

Upon application of Robert Lee, a person inlisted by a
Sergeant of Captain Thomas's Company,

Ordered, That he be discharged on his returning his in-
listment and subsist money.

.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Messrs. Thomas Charles Williams ~ Co. twenty-two
Pounds four Shillings and six Pence, for Gead, &c., as per
account.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain Stone
fifty Pounds, on account of his Company.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain Ful-
ford two bundred Pounds, on account of bis Company.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Oliver Whee-
don six Pounds seventeen Shillings and six Pcnce, for stock-
jng eleven Muskets.

Copy of Letter No. 83 was sent to the Committee of
Observation for Kent County; and copy of No. 84 to Mr.
Stephen West.

Adjourned till Monday morning, ten o'clock.

Monday, March 25, 1776.

Council met. Present as on Saturday.

Commissions issued to Baruch Dl1£kett, appointed Second
Lieutenant, and Joseph Carleton, Ensign, of Captain Basil
Waring's Company of Militia in Prince George's County.

Copies of Letter No. 85 were sent the Honourable George
Plater, Esq., and Brigadier-General Dent, respectively.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Messrs. Nicholas Maccubbin ~ Son thirty-three Pounds
seven Shillings, currency, for Shoes for the Troops.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to lwac Harris
twelve Pounds ten ShiJlings, per account.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Hugh Young
eicrhty-five Pounds thirteen Shi11ings and seven Pence, being
th~ balance of his account in consequence of the adventure
of the Brig Nancy.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'c1ock.

Tuesday, March 26, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Copy of Letter No. 86 was sent to the Chairman of the

Committee of Observation for th(:JMiddle District of Frede-
rick County; and copy of No. 87 to Mr. Daniel Hughes.

Commissions issued to Aaron Riggs, appointed Captain,
George Cullam, First Lieutenant, Brock Mockbee, Second
Lieutenant, and J.Vathan Lintl/icum, Ensign, of a Company
of Militia in the Lower District of Frederick County.

.Also, to Richard Smith, appointed Captain, Walter T¥hite,
First Lieutenant, George Norris, Second Lieutenant, and
Thomas Hayes, Ensign, of a Cadet Company of Militia in
said District of said County. . .

Also, to John Adlum, appointed Captain, John Furger-
son, First Lieutenant, Christian lVeaver, Second Lieute-
nant, and Thomas Beatty, Ensign, of a Company of Militia
jn the Middle District of said County.

Also, to Peter Mantz, appointed Captain, Adam Grash,
First Lieutenant, Peter Adams, Second Lieutenant, and
Nicholas White, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in said
District of said County.

And to William Ritchie, appointed Quartermaster of the
Thirty-Third Battalion of Militia, Frederick County.

Copy of Letter No. 88 was sent to Colonel Joshua Beall,
of Prince George's County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Beriah Maybury twenty-three Shillings and six Pence,
for expenses incurred in sounding the depth of the River be-
tween Greenbmy's Point and 110m-Point.

Copy of Letter No. 89 was sent to Captain Burgess,
near Antietam, Frederick County.

Ordered, That Captain B'lr!J:ss be appointed to prove
the Cannon to be supplied by Messrs. Samuel and Daniel
Hughes; and that the Committee of Observation for the
Middle District of Frederick County deliver to the said
Captain Burge.ys Powder sufficient for that purpose.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Colonel Joshua Beall thirty Pounds, to be accounted for.

Copy of Letter No. gOwas sent to Colon.elZadock Ma-
gruder, of Frederick County.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'c1ock.

Wednesday, March 27,1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore p:lY

to MI'. James Dick twenty Pounds seventeen Shillings and
six Pence, for three and a half ban'eIs of Powder, purchased
of Mr. John Buchanan.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Robert
Craig thirty-two Shi11ingsand three Pence, for repairing a
Musket.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Dm,id
Henness fifty Shillings, for the carriage of nineteen Muskets
from Fredericktown to Annapolis.

Ordlnd, That the said Treasurer pay to James Thomas,
(a person in distress, occasioned by the sejzure of his vessel
at Cape-Fear, in North-Carolina,) thirty Shillings.

Copy of Letter No. 91 sent to Mr. John Youst.

MI'. Tilghman transmits to the Council a Resolve of
Congress, dated March 14th, 1776, relative to the disarm-
ing Non-Associates, and persons disaffected to the cause of
America.

Thereupon, it is Ordered, That copies thereof be sent
to the several Committees of Observation jn each County
and District in this Province, respectively.

+rlesolved, That the Rev. David Love be appointedChap-
lain to the Battalion of Regular Troops raised for the de-
fence of this Province and liberties thereof.

Ordered, That all the Small-Arms now at Baltimore
Town, belonging to tbe publick, and not delivered out to the
Troops stationed there, be immediately sent by water under
a guard to Chestertown, for the use of the Independent Com-
panies on the Eastern-Shore side of the Bay; and that the
Muskets imported jn Captain Tibbet, and now in Baltimore
Town, or on the way thither, be included in this order.

Also Ordered, That four hundred and thirty-four Car-
touch-boxes, Belts, Bayonet-belts, and Slings, one ton of
Gunpowder, and four.tons of Lead, be sent to Chestertown,
for the use of the Militia and Independent Companies on
the Eastern-Shore side of the Bay; and that the Powder be
taken out of the publick stock now at Baltimore Town,
and the Lead out of the quantity imported in Captain
Tibbet, and now arrived in Baltimore Town, or on the
way thither.

That :l\Iajor Gist be requested to assist Captain Stone in
having the above order fully executed; and that Captain
Nicholson's Pilot-Boat Tender convey the vessel transport-
ing the same to the mouth of Chester River, with instruc-
tions to land the same at Rock-Ilall, 'T'orton, or some con-
venient place higher up the Bay, in case of danger. .

Copy of Letter No. 9;2 was sent to the Committee of
Observation for Baltimore County.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Thursday, March 28, 17'1'6.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Mr. John Thomas Boucher, of the Ship Defence, having

signified, by letter to the Council, his desire of resigning his
Commission, the same was accepted, and a copy of Letter
No. 93 was thereupon sent to him.

Ordered, That Dr. Charles P. Weisenthal be requested
to purchase for the use of the regular service of this Province,
thirty pounds of Jesuits' Bark, two pounds of Cantharides,
one pound of Sponge, and four ounces of Opium.

Ordered, That Doctor Charles F. Weisenthal be paid
by the Treasurer of the 'Vestern-Shore four Pounds' two
Shillingsand six Pence, for a MedicineChest. .

. Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to John Omen-
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setter one hundred and ninety-five Pounds, for three hun-
dred and twenty-five Cartouch-boxes, Bayonet-belts, and
Gun-straps.

Copy of Lettcr No. 94 was sent to Mr. Carroll.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met accordingly. .

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-~nore pay
to Captain Nathaniel Smith eight Pounds thirteen Shillings
and ten Pence, to defray his expenses to Antietam, to prove
the Cannon made by Messrs. Daniel and Samuel Hughes;
and six hundred and forty-three Pounds two Shillings, the
balance of his general account, to the 3d of April next.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Gilbert
Middleton four Pounds, currency, in part, for providing for
Colonel Hall's Battalion of Militia.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. William
Lux one thousand Pounds, on account of the Fortifications
erectinrr at Baltimore Town.

Ord~red, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. William. Lu.r; six hundred Pounds, on account of the Ship Defence.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Friday, March 29, 1776,

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Copy of Letter No. 95 was sent to Messrs. John Hanson,
Charles Beatt!!, and James Johnson, Frederick County; and
copy of No. 96 to Colonel Joshua Beall, of Prince George's
County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Thomas Smyth, Esquire, thirty-five Pounds sixteen Shil-
lings, for forty-nine days' attendance as a Member of this
Council, and for thirty Shillings by him paid for the carriage
of Gunpowder, &c" as per account.

Mr. Smyth has leave of absence.
Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Saturday, March 30, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday, except Mr. Hall.

Commissions issued to Joseph Walker, appointed First
Lieutenant of Captain Elisha Riggs's Company of Militia
in Anne Arundel County, in the room of John Jtlarriot,
deceased, and to Aquila Randall, Second Lieutenant, and
Nathaniel Roings, Ensign, of said Company.

Copy of Letter No. 97 was sent to Captains James Kent
and William Henr!!, Northampton County, Virginia.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore be
requE'sted immediately to send by express the Letter directed
to Captains Kent and Henry, together with three hundred
Pounds, curreney, to defray the expenses of their march to
their respective Counties.

Ordered, That a ~opy of the above order, together with
the Letter above-mentioned, be immediately sent to the
Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore.

Adjourned till :Monday morning, nine o'clock.

Monday, April I, 1776.

Council met. Present as on Saturday, except Mr.
~yth. .

Ordered, Tbat the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Michael Gratz eighty-nine Pounds fourteen Shillings, for
Blankets.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to John King four
Pounds ten Shillings for going express to Antietam Forge.

Copy of Letter No. 99 was sent to the Committee of
Observation fot' Baltimore County; copy of No. 100 to
Messrs. Baker Johnson and Charles Beatty; and copy of
No. 101 to the Committee of Talbot County.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, April 2, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday. Mr. Hall and Mr.
Carroll attended.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Robert Cummins fifteen hundred Pounds.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Mr. John Camp-
bUl three Pounds for Nails.

FOURTH SEIRIES.-VOL. V.

Copy of Letter No. 102 was sent to the Committee oC
Observation for St.1Uan;'s County, and copy of No. 103 to-
Captain John Allen Thomas.

Commission issued to ltlatthew Talbot, appointed Ensign-
of Captain Stewart's Company of Militia in Ilarford'
County.

Adjourned tiII next day, ten o'clock.

We,lnesday, April 3, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Captain Samuel Smith two hundred and thirty-three
Pounds nineteen Shillings ~nd seven Pence, currency, being
the balance of his general account to the 3d of April.

Copy of Letter No. 104 was sent to Captain RI;zin Beall,
and copy of No. 105 to the Committee of Observation for
Baltimore County.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Thursday, April 4, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores deliver to Mr.

Isaac Harris five pounds of Powder to prove Muskets.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Mr. Lancelot Jacques twenty-five Pounds fifteen Shil-
lings, for six half faggots of Steel, and eight hundred and
eight pounds of Bar Iron.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain George
Stricker, for the use of Mr. George Baw, ten Pounds, cur-
rency, for wagonage of two thousand five hundred pounds
of Lead from Frcdericktown to P ort- Tobacco.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met accordingly.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Captain James Tootell fifty Pounds, currency, on account
of the new Magazine.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TfTestern-Shorepay
to Captain George Stricker four hundred and six Pounds
one Shilling and one Penny, being the balance of his gene-
ral account to the 3d of April.

Ordered, That Mr. Henry Yost and Mr. John Unscld
deliver to Captain George Stricker all the Muskets and
Bullet-moulds which are now finished by them for the use
of the Province.

On hearing the Petition of Henry Ridgel!! and others,
a~ainst the choice of Officers made by the Company under
the command of Captain John Burgess,

Resolved, That the same be rejected; and that Commis-
sions be made out to those persons of said Company who
were chosen by the people on the 9th day of September last,
as Captain, First and Second Lieutenants, and Ensign.

Commissions issued accordingly to John Burgess, elected
Captain, Davidge Warfield First Lieutenant, Basil Bw'-
gess Second Lieutenant, and William Simpson Ensign.

The Proceedincrs of the Committee of Observation for
the Middle Distt'i~t of Frederick County against Robert
Gassaway, together with the charge against said Robert
Gassaway, were laid before the Council, and read, in the
following words, to wit:

"At a meeting of the Committee of Observation for the
Middle District of Frederick County, on April 1, 1776:

" Mr. Robert Gassaway, according to order, being brought
before the Committee, in custody of Captain Philip Smith,
the charge exhibited against him (a copy whereof is here-
with sent) was read; am\ he was informed by the Chairman
that the Committee would bear anything he bad to say in
negation or mitigation of said offence. The said Mr. Robert
Gassaway acknowledged the allegations to be substantially
true, and offered nothing in mitigation of the charge.

"The Committee then taking into consideration the charge
exhibited and proved against Mr. Robert Gassaway, by bis
own confession, and being of opinion that his offence is of a
high and .dangerous nature, and that his behaviour tended,
as far as his influence would extend, to disunite the inhabi-
tants of this Province in their present opposition,

" Resolved, That-the said Robert Gassaway be immed'ate-
ly sent to the Council of Safety, at Annapolis, under a,guard

98
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of four men; and that Captain Philip Smith, and three men
.to be procured by him, be a guard for that purpose.

"Per order. JOHNHANSON,JR., Chairman."

Tile foHowingis the charge exhibited against him:

" On the 26th day of February, one thousand seven hun-
'dred and seventy-six, at a meeting of Captain Valentine
Creagar and Philip Smith's Companies of Militia, the said
Robert Gassaway, when at exercise as a private man, in
Captain /)tnith's Company, stepped out of his rank, and pub~
lickly and loudly declared, before the aforesaid two com-
panies, and in the presence of several other spectators, that
it was better for the poor people to lay down their arms,
and pay the duties and taxes laid upon them by the King
and Parliament, than to be brought into slavery, and to be
c~mmanded and ordered about as they were. He \"as asked
who he meant had brought the people into slavery. He
said it was a 'parcel of great men; that at first they destroyed
the tea at Boston, and then, knowing they had done wrong,
did not know what they should do to save themselves; there-
fore ordered all America to be brought under arms, and say,
Now, my brave boys, fight away, (clapping his hands to his
neck,) for fear their necks would be stretched; that tbis was
only done to save themselves. when they had done wl'Ong,
and were in fear of suffering for it.

"Mr. Gassaway was told that this was only his own
opinion, and that he had better keep it to himself. He
(Gassaway)said he was satisfiedhe was right; and further
said, the best way was for the people to lay down their
arms and petition the Congress to petition the King and
Parliament; and if the Congress would not do it, then the
people ought to petition the King and Parliament themse! ves,
letting them know that they had laid down their arms; that
this was the best method of'having a reconciliation; and,
further said, he wished the eyes of the multitude were open-
!'Jd. That lVIr.Gassaway had been told of this misbeha viour
some time afterwards, and been advised to retract and make
proper concessions; that he then repeated his opinion, and
declared he was right."

Robert Gassaway, being brought before the Council of
Safety, and having satisfied them that he had signed the
Association, and had duly enrolled himself in a Company of
Militia in Frederick County; and at the same time having
acknowledged that he had gl'f~atlymisconduCted himself,
and was sorry that it should be thought he would do any-
thing to disunite the people of this Province, and baving
promised that he would be very careful of his words and
actions for the future, ,

It is therefore Resolved, That he acknowledge that he
was guilty of an offence that might have, been of dangerous
consequences, and ask pardon at the head of Captain Smith's
Company; and upon payment of all expenses attending the
guard, and otherwisecomplyingwith the above Resolve,
that he be discharged from custody.*

Copy of Letter No. 106 was sent to the Committee of
Observation for the lVIiddle District of Frederick County.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, April 5, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Permit was granted to William Logan to pass with his

Vesse! and a cargo of goods to Robbs's Hole, in the Colony
of Virginia, he having taken the customary oath that he
wil] not carry any letters or communicate any intflligence,
directly or indirectly, to any person or persons immical to
America.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TVestcrn-Shorepay
to the Committee of Observation of Charles County three
hundred Pounds, to enable them to procure Blankets and
provide subsistence for Captain Rezin B.ealls Independent
Company.

Permit granted to Captain Leyburne to go to Baltimore
Town..I ronfess that I am sorry to.think that I should have said anything
Ihat should have given any person reason to think that it w'as my desire
to disunite the people, and acknowledge my error in so doing, and do
promise for the time to corne to behave myself carefully in the cause of
./lmerica. ROIIERT GASSAWA.T,
To the Honourable the Council of Safety of .'f,faryland.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the 1¥estern-Shore pay
to William Tillard, Quartermaster of the South-River Bat-
talion, twenty-one Pounds five Shinings and three Pence,
on account of the said Battalion when on duty.

Resolved, That the pay of the Naval Officers in the ser-
'viceof this Province be as fon~ws,to wit: .

Dollar8 per Month.
'

Dollars per .'J'lon!h.
Captain Gunner'sMate.............
Lieutenants .., . .. ... ... Qua'rref.Guimer,.. .

"
.. .

"
.'MasteL ArmOl1rer.................

Ma1e., ,.. Carpenter..................
See-one!Male., C()oper.....................
1\'lJdshlpman Sleward...................
Captain',Clerk, Purser ,...
Quart' rmaster. ..

"
. ... Cook. . . ...:. . . . ; .. . . .. .. .

B()atswain Seamen (able-bodied).......
Fi rst MaIe.., . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . S IHgeon . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . .
See'IDQ Mate Surgeon's Male,............
Ye"man,, Chaplain.., .......
Co;\Swain.,. . . .. . . .. . ... . . . Pi 1m, according

'0 the Ilsl1al rf<les
Sail maker... . ., when ab,o!utely necessal f,
Gunner .
The Commander to give such further gratuity as may be

necessary for the good of the service.

Commission issued to John Nicholson, appointed First
Lieutenant of the Ship Defence, in the room of John Thomas
Bow;her, ;Vho resigned; also, to Aquila, Johns, aJ?pointed
Second LleQtem,mt, and John Bonnell, Master, of said Ship.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Captain James Hindman thirty Pounds eight Shillings
and six Pence, being the balance of his gt>neral account to
the 5th of April.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain James
Hindman one hundred Pounds, to purchase Blankets fOf
his Company.

Copy of Letter No.1 07 was sent to Captains James Kent
and William HennJ, Virginia; and a copy of No. 1m3 to
William Hindman, Esq., Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore.

01'dered, That :Major Gist send to the Council, und~r a
guard of a commissioned officer and six privates, ten barrels
of lVIusketGunpowder, out of the Magazine at Baltimore
Town; also, an the spare Gunlocks and BJankets, OJJehun-
dred Cartouch-boxes and Belts, and four pair of Fencing-,
Foils; and that he hire a Wagon for that purpose.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores furnish the
Council with an account of the quantity of Musket Gun-
powder in the Magazine at Baltimore Town, and whether
there are any Am1s arrived from the head of the Bay, and
how many.

Adjourned tiJJ next day, ten o'clock.

Satunby, April 6, 17'16.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Ordered, That the Commissary f.)f Stores of BaltimrJrC
Town, send down by the Wagon which comes with Pow-
der, &c., part of the Shirting and other coarse Linen, and
two hundred of the Hats lately arrived from Philadelphia.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TJ7estern-Shorcpay
to Captain Jolm Fulford three hundred and thirty-eight
Pounds three Shillings and four Pence, being the balance
of his general acconnt to the 3d of April.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TVestern:Sho1'(pay
to Mr. Oliver Whiddont>ight Pounds fifteen Shillings, for
stocking fcmrteen Muskets.

Ordered, That the said '{'rea surer pay to John Bullen
twelve Pounds, for the hire of his Teams six days.

Ordered, That the said Treasl1I:er pay to Mr. William
Dcards forty Shillings, for Straw for the use of the Troops.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. G,sorge
Gordon four Pounds, on account of the Iron work for the
Gun-Carriages.

.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain Peter
Adams ninety-six Pounds eighteen ShilIings, being the ba
lance of his general account to the 3d instant.

Copy of Letter No. 109 was sent to the Deput'ies of
Maryland, in Congress.

Adjourned tilJ Monday morning, ten o'clock.

Monday, A pri! 8, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday, except Mr. Holl.
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Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Joseph Aliddleton thirty-seven Pounds ten Shillings,
in part payment. for his furnishing a Pilot-Boat for the pur-
pose of gaining and communicating intelligence.

A(ljourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, April 9, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday. Mr. Hall and Mr.
Rumsey attended.

Ordered, That the Treasnrer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. William Reynolds thirty Shillings, for the hire of his
H~e~d~.

.

.
:

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. John An-
nis thirty-five Shillings, for making a Coffin for, and burying
a Sergeant of Captain Adams's Company.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain Na-
thaniel Ramsey three hundred and ninety-three Pounds
four Shillings and one Penny. .

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to William Niven
thirty-seven Pounds ten Shillings, for two hundred steel
Ramrods.

Copy of Letter No. 110 was sent to Mr. T¥illiam Lux,
of Baltimore Town.

Copy of Letter No. III to tbe Committee of Safety of
-';'"'irginia,and copy of No. 112 to the Deputies of Mary-
land, in Congress.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, April 10, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday, except Mr. Hall.
Commissionsissued to William Fulton, appointed Second

Lieutenant, and John Hill, Ensign, of Captain James il'lac-
key's Company of Militia in Cecil Count~.

Also, to John Cochran, appointed Ensign of Captain
Dobson's Company of Militia in said County.

Also, to EliJah Cole, appointed First Lieutenant, James
Turner, Second Lieutenant, and Elisha Rogers, Ensign, of
Captain John Ogleby's Company of Militia in said County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. James Miller eighty Pounds five Shillings and three
Pence, for Clothing, &c., for the Troops.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Colonel Benja-
min Mackall thirteen Pounds, for Powder purchased for
the use of the Province.

Commissions issued to Clwdes Williamson, appointed
Captain, John Spikernall, First Lieutenant, Thomas Gray,
Second Lieutenant, and Daniel Kent, Ensign, of a Com-
pany of Militia in Calvert County.

Also, to Thomas Trueman Greenfield, appointed Cap-
tain, ftlichael Tawney, First Lieutenant, Robert Skinner,
Second Lieutenant, and James lUackall, Ensign, of a Com-
pany of Militiain said County.

Also, to Frisby Freeland, appointed Captain, James
Heighe, First Lieutenant, Edward Reynolds, Second Lieu-
t~nant, and Samuel Hance, Ensign, of a Company of Mili-
tia in said County.

Also, to Walter Smith, appointed Captain, James Tur-
ner, First Lieutenant, John Clare, Second Lieutenant, and
Thomas Johnson, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in said
County.

Also, to John Wood, appointed Ensign to Captain Ed-
ward Wood's Company of Militia in said County.

Also, to Elias Lazinbey, appointed Ensign of Captain Ri-
chardson's.Company of Militia in Prince George's County.

Also, to Christopher Driver, appointed First Lieutenant,
and Robert Postlethwait, Ensign, of a Company of Militia
in Caroline County.

Copy of Letter No. 113 was sent to the Committee of
Observation for Queen Anne's County.

Adjo~rned till next day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, April 11, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday. Mr. Hall attended.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Captain Barton Lucas sixty-nine Pounc\i; fifteen Shil-
lings, being the balance of his general account to the 3d
instant.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the 1f'Cstern-Shorepay
to Messieurs Berian, il'laybury" Cornelius Garretson, and
TVilliam TFaller,nine Pounds each, for sounding the depth
of the River betweenGreenbury'sPoint andHorn-Point.

Ordered, That the said Treasut'er pay to Mr. John Gib-
son three POl[nds five Shillings, for Boat hire, &c., as per
account. '

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain John
Boskin Stone forty-eight Pounds ten Shillings, being the
balance of his general account to the 3d instant.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Major Thomas
Price thirty-nine Pounds three Shillings and nine Pence,
for Clothing for the Troops.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Major Price
fifteen Pounds four Shillings and three Pence, the amount
of his account for subsistence, till the 14th :March.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores deliver to :l\rr.
Isaac Harris, all the Muskets now in the Magazine, which
are not fitted with steel Ramrods, in order that they may be
fitted therewith.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Doctor Benjamin Kennedy fOtty-four Pounds three Shil-
lings and four Pence, for Medicine for the Troops.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Doctor ,Michael
Wallace fifty Pounds, currency, fOI'Medicine.

Copy of Letter No. 114 was sent to Captain James
Hindman.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Colonel John Hall one hundred and twenty-nine Pounds
six Shillings and six Pence, to discharge the pay of his Bat-
talion when on duty the 19th il'larch last.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Jacob
Brice three Pounds ten Shillings and ten Pence, the amount
of his account for Subsistence till the 14th '.March.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Tf7estern-Shore pay
to Captain Joh", Day Scott seventy-two Pounds seventeen
Shillings, t\m balance of his general account to the 3d in-
stant.

Commissions issued to Robert flitch, appointed Captain,
Jacob Bell, First Lieutenant, Thomas Humphreys, Second
Lieutenant, and George Tull, Ensign, of a Company of Mi-
litia in Somerset County, belonging to the First Battalion of
this Province.

Also, to Joseph Maccubbin, appointed First Lieutenant,
Joshua Cromwell, Second Lieutenant, and Benjamin WrigM,
Ensign, of a Company of Militia in Anne Arundel County,
belonging to the Severn Battalion.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, April 12, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shorepay
to Mr. Christophe'r Richmond five PouI)ds eleven Shillings
and six Pence, the amount of his account for subsistence
till 14th March.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain Pat-
rick Sim one hundred and forty-one Pounds eighteen Shil-
lings and three Pence, being the balance of his general ac-
count till the 3d instant.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Gilbert
Middleton seven Pounds thirteen ShilJings and six Pence,
for Boat hire.

Orde,.ed, That the said Treasurer pay to Atlwnasius
Ford one hundred and eighty-three Pounds one Shilling
and five Pence, for providing subsistence for Captain John
Allen Thomas's Independent Company.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores send in a Boat
to be procured, forty-one Blankets to Captain Nath«niel
Ramsey, for the use of his Company.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Captain Thomas Watkins thirty-two Pounds fourtE'en
ShiIJings and ten Pence, to discharge the pay subsisterice
of his Company, when on duty"t:he 18th March Jast.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Council met.
Saturday, April 13, In6.

Present as yesterday.
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Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Colonel Peter T~Vatersnrneteen Pounds one Shilling and
three Pence, to discharge the pay of his Battalion of Militia,
when on duty 9th l1J;larchlast.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Colonel GeQrge
Dashiell thirteen Pounds four Shillings and six Pence, to
,discharge the pay of his Battalion.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Colonel George
Dashiell thirty Shillings, for Boat hire, in removing Stock.
from an Island in Somerset County.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Colonel Tho-
. mas Contee thirty-three Pounds seven Shillings, for Muskets,

purchased for Captain Stone's Company.
Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Thomas

Contee, for the use of Mr. William Allein, seventeen
Pounds thirteen Shillings, for Boat hire for the Hornet and
Wasp.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain John
Day Scott thirty-eight Pounds and eight Pence, for Clothing
for his Troops.

Copy of Letter No. 115 was sent to Mr. Richard Har-
rison, of IIJartinico.

Instructions were given to Captain Thomas Kell.
Copy of Letter No. 116 was sent to the Committee of

Safety for the Colony of Virginia. .
Copy of Letter No. 117 was sent to Thomas Smith and

Thomas Bedingfield Hands, Esquires.
Commissions issued to 'Joseph Bur

f
o'ess, appointed First

Lieutenant, John Norwood, Second...ieutenant, and Tho-
mas CorneliusHoward, Ensign, of Captain Brice Howard's
Company of Mi]itia, in Anne Arundel County.

Grdered, That the Arms, Accoutrements, B]ankets, &c.,
mentioned in Letter No. 117, be put on board Captain Wa-
ters's Boat, and sent to Baltimore Town, and fi'omthence,
with the other things mentioned in said Letter, to Chester-
town; and that a commissioned officer and two privates
guard the same.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Edward Timmons seven Pounds ten Shillings, for thirty
Ramrods.

Ordered, That Major Gist send to the Committee of
Observation for Kent County one ton of Musket Gunpow-
der, fi:)L\rtons of Lead, four hundred and fifty-four CartolIch-
boxes and Belts, four hundred and fifty-four Bayonet-belts,
and four hundred Gun-3Iings; and, also, sixty of the Guns
and Bayonets now in the possession of Captain Nathaniel
Smith's Company of Matrosses.
. Ordered, That Major Gist deliver the fifty-five stand of
Arms which are in the Magazine at Baltimore Town, to
Captain Nathaniel Smith.

Adjourned till Monday morning, ten o'clock.

Momlay, April 15, 1776.

Council met. Present as on Saturday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Mr. William Lux, Agent for the Ship Defence, eight hun-
dred Pounds.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TVestern-Shore pay
to Captain John Allen Thomas sixty-one Pounds five Shil-
lings and eleven Pence, being the balance of his general
account.

Copy of Letter No. 118 was sent to Colonel Sma]lwood.
. Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, April] 6, 1776.

~Council met. Present as yesterday.
,Qrdcred, That Mr.lsaac ~"1cHard supply Captain Samuel

'Sm~t.hwith Bread, for the use of his Company.
Urdered, That the Treasurer of the "f'Vestern-ShQre pay

to Captain TllOmas Ewing two hundred Pounds, on account
of his Company.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Messrs. John
Shaw and Archibald Chisholm twenty-two Pounds six Shil-
lings and eight Pence, fOI'stocking Muskets, &c., as per their

. account..
(Jrdered, ,ThAt.the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Richard

Ridgely eight Pounds, currency, to pay an Express to Phi-
ladelphia.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Robert
Collett thirty Shillings, for painting Gun-Carriages.

In consequence of intercepted letters received from the
Committee of Safety of Virginia, (copies of whieb are in-
serted in the Letter-Book, and follow No. 120,) the Council
appointed a deputation of two of their body, (Messrs. Carroll
and Hall,) and requested William Paca, Esquire, to wait on
the Governour with them, and desire a sight of bis letWr of
the 27th of August to Lord Dartmouth; and in case the Slme
could not be procured, to ask his parole thht he would not
leave the-Province till the meeting of the Convention.

The gentlemen reported, that they waited on his Excel-
lency accordingly, and desir~d a sight of the letter; to which
he answered, that he had sent away the copy of that leuer,
with all his papers of consequence, last fall, and could not
remember the particu]ars; but observed, we might be con-
vinced tberp was nothing of a nature unfriendly to the peace
of this Province, because the troops going southward \\ ere
riot ordered here. He asserted, a1so, upon his honour, that
he had not endea voured to influence the Ministry, by tradu-
cing the characters of individuals; some he han spoken wen
of, others he had recommended as sufferers. The gentlemen
of Congress he had spoken of as acting in the line of mode-
ration.

That they then informed. his Excellency they were in-
structed to ask his parole that he would not leave the Pro-
vince til1 the meeting of tbe Con vention. The Governour
complained of being unjustly slIspected, gave them his letters
from Tf'illiarn Eden, Esquire, his brother, one of the Under
Secretaries of State; also, from Lord Dartmouth; copies of
which he gave leave to take, (and are inserted in tbe ]ett~r-
book ;) and desired time tiJJ tbe next day, twelve o'clock, to
give his definitive. answer.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, April 17, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Copy of Letter No. 119 was sent to Thomas Smith and

T. B. Hands, Esquires.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pny

to Robert Reynolds thirty-two Sbillings, for two cords of
Wood for the use of the Council of Safety.

An answer was received from the Governour, by Letter
addressed to the gentlemen' who waited on him, (Vide l.et-
ter-Book, next before No. 120.) In answer to which, copy
of Letter No. 120 was sent to his Excellency.

Ordered. That the Treasurer of tbe Western-Shore. de]i-
vel' to Mr. Benjamin Harwood unsigned BiJJs of Credit of
this Province to the amount of five thousand Pounds.

Permit was granted to William Jones, of the Sloop Sally,
be]onrrinp'to lVIr.Robert Cummins, Victualler to the Troopf',
to pa~ a~ldrepass with Provisions to any part of this 1)1'0-
vll1ce.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Messrs. Black and McConnell fifty-seven Pounds five
ShilJings and one Penny, for Clothing for the Troops.

Commissionsissued to Richard Weems, appointed Cap.,
tain, Gidean Dare, First Lieutenant, and Benjamin Ilar..
rison, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in Anne Arundel
County.

Ordered That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. W~lter Hanson, of Charles County, thirty-five
Pounds, currency, to defj'a;: his expenses in at!ending, the
Powder-MiJis in Pennsylvanw, or elsewhere, for mstructlon;
which said sum Mr. Hanson agrees.to refill1din case he does
not erect a Powder-Mill in this Province; but if Mr. Han-
son should erect a Powder-Mill, it is left to the coJ'lsidera-
tion of the next Convention whether the money aforesaid
be returned or not. Mr. Hanson further agrees to give this
Province the preference in the disposal of all Powderwhich
he shall manufactllre,provided he erects the said MiJi.

Copy of Letter No. 121 was sent to the Deputies forMa-
ryland in Congress, and also a copy of No. 122.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.
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Thursday, April 18, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Allen Quynn eight Pounds fifteen Shillings, for two
thousand three hundred and forty-six feet of Plank.

Alexander Ross, according to order, being brought before
the Council, in custody of Captain Peter Adams and Mr.
Benjamin Chambers,

Ordered, That he be kppt in custody of Captain Adams
till to-morrow morning. .

A Letter was received from John Hancock, Esq., enclos-
ing the following Resolves of Congress, to wit:

"In Congress, April 16, 1776.

"Whereas information has been this day laid before Con-
gress, fi'om which there is great reason to believe that Robert
Eden, Esquire, Governour of the Colony of ~Maryland, has
lately carried on a correspondence with the British Ministry
highly dangerous to the liberties of Amer~ca :

"Resolved, therefore, That the CouncIl of Safety of ltla-
ryland be earnestly requested immediately to cause the per-
son and papers of Governour Eden to be seized and secured,
and such of the papers as relate to the American dispute
without delay conveyed safely to Congress; and that copies
of the intercepted Letters from the Secretary of State be en-
closed to the said Council of Safety.

"Resolved, That the Council of Safety of l1laryland be
requested to cause the person and papers of Alexander Ross
to be immediately seized and secured; and that the papers
b3 sent safely to Congress.

" And to prevent said Alexander Ross having anyoppor-
tunity to escape,

"Resolved, That the like request be made to the Com-
mittees of Observation for Baltimore and Frederil:k Coun-
ties, in l1laryland, in one of which Counties the said &ss
probably now is.

"Extract from the Minutes:
"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary.

"Ordered by Congress to be transmitted to the honour-
able the Council of Safety of the Colony of ltlaryland.

"JOHN HANCOCK,President."

After consideration of the above Resolves, a copy of Let-
ter No. 123 was sent to John Hancock, Esquire, President
of the Congress.

Adjourned till next day, nine o'clock.

Friday, April 19, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer pf the Western-Shore pay

to Captain Thomas Conway twenty-five Pounds, currency, as
a gratuity for his diligence and care in importing Powder.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Messrs. Jeniftr
and Hooe two hundred and fifty-six Pounds one Shilling
and eight Pe~ce, being the balance of their account in con-
sequence of an adventure by the Sloop Molly, Thomas
Conway, master.

Of'dered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Jacob
Schley sixty Pounds nine Shillings and three Pence, for re-
pairing Muskets, &c.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores deliver to Cap-
tain Thomas Conway twelve Cutlasses.

Copy of Letter No. 124 was sent to Mr. Richard Harri-
son, .Martinico; and copy of No. 125 to the Deputies of
Maryland in Congress.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to the Clerk twenty Pounds, to pay expenses, &c. ; and that
he render an account of the expenditure of the same.

Copy of Letter No. 126 was sent to Lieutenant-Colonel
Ware.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Lieutenant Benjamin Brookes two hundred and fifty
Pounds, on account of Captain John Gunby's Company.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the said Shore pay to
Captain Thomas Woolford one hundred Pounds, currency.

The Council agrees with Jacob Schley, of Frederick
County, who is to supply ten large Rifles, carrying a ball of

four ounces weight, for a sum not exceeding firtecn Pounds
each.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, April 20, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Commissions issued to Alexander ltlcFadon, appointed

First Lieutenant, John Peter, Second Lieutenant, and Ed-
ward Gale, Ensign, of Captain Thomas Richardson's Com-
pany of Militia in the Lower Di~trict of Frederick County.

Also, to Joseph ,","rnith,appointed Colonel of the Thirty-
Sixth Battalion, in the room of Samuel Beall, who resigned;
Richard Davis, Lieutenant-Colonel, Charles Swearingen,
First Major, and Chl'1~stianOrndorff, Second Major, of said
Battalion.

Also, to John Reynolds, appointed Captain of a Company
of Militia in the Upper District of Frederick County, in the
room of Christian Omdorff, appointed Second Major of the
thirty-sixth Battalion; Abraham. Baker, First Lieutenant,
and Christopher Orndorff, Second Lieutenant, of said Com-
pany.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the 1Vestern-Shore pay
to Colonel John Stnll thirty-seven Pounds nineteen Shillings
and six Pence, for fifty-one Blankets.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Jacob
Schley fifty Pounds, on account of his contract for Rifles.

Urdered, That Mr. George Lux, Clerk to the Committee
of Observation for Baltimore County, attend the Council of
Safety, at the City of Annapolis, on Monday, the 22d instant,
and bring with him tbe Proceedings of the said Committee
in consequence of copies of intercepted Letters fi'omLord
George Germaine to Robert Eden, Esq., Deputy Governour
of Maryland, which were transmitted to them by the honour-
able the Committee of Safety of Virginia; and, also, all
Resolves, Orders, Instructions, Requisitions, Letters, Papers,
and "Vritings, relative to, or concerning the same, which now
are in his possession, or were delivered to him as Clerk of
the said Committee of Baltimore.

.

The Governour having desired that Messrs. Charles Car-
roll, John Hall, James Tilghman, and William Paca, would
attend him at ten o'clock this morning, they waited on him
accordingly, and he delivered them the original in his own
handwriting, of which the lollowing is a copy:

"Saturday morning.

"GENTLEMEN: I took the liberty of sending for you this
morning, and hope the motive of my so doing will not be
disagreeable.

. " Your polite behaviour to me and the confidence you have
reposed in me, (which evinces your good opinion of my past
and present conduct,) deserve tbe best return I can make.
I see that your personal safety and future respect from your
constituents are involved in. my meriting that opinion, and
not disgracing that confidence; therefore, what you could
not by requisition, however respectful, or your representa-
tion of probably a more disagreeable proceeding, obtain from
me~my parole not to leave the Province till the Convention
met, I voluntarily now give you, as your conduct towards
me justly entitles you to it."

Mr. Allen Quynn was appointtJd :Messenger to the Coun-
cil.

Ordered, That Mr. Samuel P.urviance, Chairman of the
Committee of Observation for Baltimore County, attend the
Council of Safety, at the City of Annapolis, on Monday,
the 22d instant. .

Ordered, That Mr. William LlI:X:, Deputy Chairman of
the Committee of Baltimore, attend the Council of Safety,
at the City of Annapolis, on Monday, the 22d instant.

Ordered, That Alexander Ross be brought before the
Council at three o'cloek, in the afternoon.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met accordingly.

Mr. Benjamin Harwood acknowledges before the Coun-
cil to have received five thousand Pounds, currency, from
the Treasurer of the Easternr8hore, in consequence of an
order for that purpose.

Alexander Ross, according to order, was bronght before
the Council and examined, and after examination, was re-
manded back in custody of Captain Adams.
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And thereupon, Ordered, That the said Alexander Ross
deliver to Colonel Smallwood's order, all and singular his
papers, of what sort soever, now at Daniel Grant's Tavern,
in Baltimore Town.

Ordered, That the officer appointed to bring Alexander
Ross's papers from Baltimore Town have full power to take
possession of the said Ross's portmanteau, and all the papers
lodged with Mr. Grant, and to convey the same to tbe
Council.

Adjourned till ~Monday morning, ten o'clock.

Monday, April 22, ]776.

Council met. Present as yesterday. Mr. Smith attended.

Captain Kellhaving resigned the Schooner Dolphin, Dun-
can Hill was admitted and sworn Captain, and desired to
-advert to the Instructions heretofore given Captain Eell, and
to govern himself by them.

The following lines were addressed to the Committee of
Northampton County, in Virginia, at the foot of the Instruc-
tions,viz:

.

"The Council of Safety return many thanks to the Com-
mittee of Northampton County, in Virginia, for their friendly
assistance heretofore to Captain Kell; and as he has resign-
ed the command, request the continuance of their favour
and advice to Captain Duncan IIiII."

Captain John Allen Thomas has leave to procureleathem
Caps tC:)rhis Independent Company, instead of Hats.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the 1Yestern-Shore pay
to Captain George Stricker fifty-one Pounds eighteen Shil-
lings, for one hundred and two pair of Shoes, and the wagon-
age of them to Annapolis.

Resolved, That there be a Convention of the Delegates
of this Province held at the City of Annapolis, on Tuesday,
the 7th of JJlay next.

Copies of Letter No. 127 were sent to the Delegates in
Convention for each County and District within the Pro-
vince, respectively; and a copy of No. 128 to the Deputies
of this Province in Congress.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores deliver to Cap-
tain John Allen Thomas thirteen Muskets, four Rifles, six
:Musket BuIlet-rnoulds, four Rifle BuIlet-moulds, and five and
a half rolls of Osnaburghs.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores deliver to Cap-
tain John Allen ThQmas, for Captain Rezin BeaTfs Inde-
pendent Company, twenty-nine Muskets, four Rifles, Pow-
der-horns, Pouches, and Bullet-moulds, six Musket BuIlet-
moulds, three hundred Gun-flints, one hundred Gun-slings,

sixty-two Cartouch-boxes and Belts, one hundred and four
Hats, and five bolts of Osnaburghs.

Ordered, That Captain John Allen Thomas be requested
to purchase all the Buckshot he can procure in St.1Wary's
County.

Ordered, That Colonel Joshua Beall be requested to send
four barrels and twenty kegs of Musket Gunpowder, out of
the Gunpowder now in his possession, to the Committee of
Observation for Charles COl.ll1ty, and thirty-five Muskets
fi'om John Yost, in a covered wagon, under a guard of a
commissioned officer and two privates, of Militia; the thirty-
five Muskets for Captain Rezin Beall's Company.

Ordered, That the Committee of Observation for CharUs
County be requested to convey one barrel and ten kegs of
the Gunpowder to be sent them by Colonel Joshua Beall,
to'the Committee of Observation for :st. lWary's County,
and one barrel and ten kegs of the same Powder to the
Committee of Calvert County; also, six hundred pounds of
Lead to the Committee of St. Mary's County; and six
hundred pounds of Lead to the Committee of Calvert
County, for the use of the said Counties.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, April 23, 1776.
Council met. Present as yesterday.

Colonel John Veazey returns to the Council five hundred
Pounds, in Bills of Credit of this Province, which were sent
him by Captain Robert Craig, on the 14th day of February
la~tJ for the purpose of purchasing Gunpowder.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the 'Vestern-Shore pay
to Captain John Allen Thomas twenty-eight Pounds fourteen
ShillinO"sand five Pence, being the balance of his general
accoun~ to the 3d of April.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain Thomas
three hundred and ninety-four Pounds one Shilling and eight
Pence, on account of his Company.

Ordered, That Mr. Athanasius Ford, of St. ft'lary's
County, pay to Captain John Allen Thomas twenty-seven
Pounds seven Shillings and six Pence, for so much money
paid'lim over and above the just amount of his account, on
the 12th instant.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores deliver to Cap-
tain ThQmas half a realm of Cartridge-Paper, and ten pieces
of Check.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met accordingly.
Alexander Ross was brought before the Council, in cus-

tody of Captain Peter AdamlJ, was examined, and remanded
back in custody as aforesaid.

Ordered, That Colonel /':,mallwooddetach a commission-
ed officer to arrest Sam1J£lPurviance, Jun., Chairman of
the Committee of Observation for Baltimore County, Wil-
liam Lux, Deputy Chairman, and George Lux, Clerk of said
Committee, wherever they may be found in the Pl'Ovinceof
Maryland; and that the said officer bring the said Samuei'
Purviance, Jun., William Lux, and Geo~!Je Lux, to the
Council of Safety, at the City of Annapohs, under a suffi-
cient guard.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, April 24, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Mr. William Lux, in obedience to the order of the 20th

instant, appeared before the Council, and delivered to them
an attested copy of the Proceedings of the Committee of
Observation for Baltimore County, in consequence of inter-
cepted Letters from Lord George Germaine to Robert Eden"
Esquire, Deputy Governour of Maryland, which were trans-.
mitted to them by the honourable Committee of Safety of
Virginia.

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met accordingly. Mr.
Hands attended.

Mr. Samuel Purviance, Jun., Chairman of t11eCommitteE:
of Observation for Balti1fwre County, in obedience to thE:
order of the 20th instant, appeared before the Council, and
was informed by the President that instructions of a very
extraordinary nature from him as Chairman of the Commit-.
tee of Baltimore County to Captain Samuel Smith, and other
matters of great importance, had come to the knowledge
of the Council of Safety, for which they had thought pl'Oper
to call him before them to answer the charge which they
imported.

The Instructions were then read in presence of.Mr. Pur..
viancc, and are as follows:

"Baltimore, April 14, 1776.

" SIR: You are requested by the gentlemen of the Com..
mittee to proceed in Captain Nicholson's tender, with any
officer he may send to 'assist you, and such a number of
armed men as may be necessary, and therewith proceed a~:
speedily as possible forAnnapolis. Should you, before yoUI
get there, meet the Governour's boat or barge, you must by
all means endeavour to board her. And in case Governour
Eden, his SecretaryMr. Smith, or Mr. AlexanderRoss, are
found on board, you are by all means to seize their personE:
and papers, and instantly return with them under the strict..
est guard to Baltimore; for doing which you may depend
on being protected and justified by the Committee, and
held blameless. In case you should not meet such boat or
persons, you will please to proceed immediately to Anna'fo.,
lis, and use every precaution to prevent alarm, by obligmg
the men not to appear in numbers on deck, and causing
the boat to lie at a distance, whilst you go ashore with the
letter delivered you for the gentlemen of the Baltimore
Committee, who may be at Annapolis, whose directions
you will please to follow after your arrival there.

" You will please to take blunderbusses, and any quantity
you see necessary of arms, out of Captain Nicholson's vesseL,
which he will readily furnish. Please to consult in every..
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thinrr with the officer which Captain Nidolson sends with
you~ and let your measures be kept as secret as possible
fi:omthe men, at least till it comes to the execution.

"I am, sir, on behalf of the Committee, your very hum-
ble servant S P J Ch

.,
"AMUEL URVJANCE,UN., alrman.

"To Captain' Samuel Smith."
On the back of the above Instl;uctionswas thus endorsed,

to wit:
"April 16, 1776.

"SIR: You will take care to proceed with what nu'mber
of men you may think necessary out of your company, agree-
able to the annexed inst.ructions. Wishing you a pleasant
and prosperous voyage, am yours truly, ,,1\'1 G 'if. JST.

"To Captain Samuel Smith."

Mr. Purviance was then examined concerning the said
Instructions, and other matters, and his examination taken in
writing, a copy whereof is filed. He was-told by the Pre-
sident he might be furnished from the Clerk with a copy of
his examination, in order that he might explain such of his
answers as he tbought proper.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the T¥estern-Shore pay
to Messrs. Daniel and SarnuellIughes two lwndred Pounds,
cUrrency.

Ordered, That Captain James Nicholson, Major J1;Jorde-
(;ai Gist, and Captain Samuel Smith, immediately attend the
Council of Safety, at the City of Annapolis; and that the
Clerk make out and deliver to the Messenger separate copies,
to be served on them respectively.

Adjourned tin next day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, April 25, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Ordered, That the person and papers of Alexander Ross,
. together with a copy of his examination, be sent under a

guard to the honourable Congress; and that Colonel Small-
wood be requested to appoint a commissioned officer and
tWQ privates to be a guard for that purpose.

Copy of Letter No. 1~9 was sent to the Horiourable John
Hancock, Esquire, Presidentof the Congressj and copy of
No. 130 to the Deputies of this Province in Congress.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the fVestern-Shore pay
to the Committee of Observation for the Middle District of
:Prederick County eighty-six Pounds four Shillings and six
Pence, to discharge the pay of the Minute Companies there.

Copy of Letter No. 131 was sent to John Hanson, Esq.,
Chairman of the Committee for the Middle District of Fre-
derick County.

Ord€red, That the Treasurer of theWestem-Shore pay
to Lieutenant Samuel Turbutt Wright sixty Pounds, on ac-
count of Captain Veazey's Independent Company.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores deliver to Lieu-
tenant Samuel Turbutt Wright three Blankets and three
pieces Britannias, for Captain Edward Veazey's Company.

Mr. P.urviance appeared, and presented to the Council an
explanation of SOmeof the answers he made to the questions
propounded to him yesterday; which were read, and ordered
to he on the table.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, April 26, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday, except Mr. Jenifcr.

Permits granted to the Boat Gimlet, Gilbert :Middleton
master, and Schooner Ranger, George Steel mastel', to pass
to BaltiTiWre Town.

Ordered, Th~t the Treasurer of the western-Shore pay
to Mr. John Bru:e ten Pounds, currency, for repairing a
house for the reception of the Records' of Anne Arundel
County.

Captain James Nicholson, in obedience to the order of the
Q4th instant, having appeared before the Board, in conse-
quence of instructions he had given his First Lieutenant
the Council proceeded to hear what he had to a11ege as ~
justification or excuse for giving said orders.

He urged a conversation with Mr. Purviance, Chairman

of the Committee of Baltimore County; and that he showed
him a letter from General Lee. And Captain Nicholson de-
claring upon his honour that he expected his office was tp
act only on the water, and that he expected Captain Smith
would have applied to the Council of Safety for instructions,
and having before made concessions by his letter of the 21st
instant,

Thereupon, Ordered, That Captain Nicholson be inform-
ed of tbe opinion of this Board, that General Lee has no
authority within this Province; and that Mr.P.l!r1)ianCe ex-
ceeded his power in giving directions to th<: purport he had
done; and that he be cautioned to be more on his guard for
the future.

Major l'rlordecai Gist, in obedience to the order of the
524th instant, having also appeared before the Council, in
conseq\lenCe of his in.s.tructions

.

to Captain Samuel Smith,
and a!1eging he gave the same in a hurry, and through in-
advertency, and declaring upon his honour that he appre:"
hended Captain Smith, when he came to Annapolis, "vas
to take his orders from the Council of Safety,

Thereupon, Ordered, That he be informed as above the
opinion of this Board; and that he be cautioned to be more
on his guard for the future.

Captain Samuel Smith, in obedience to the order of the
Q4th instant, also appeared before the Council, and was ex-
amined with respect to the instructions he received from Mr.
Samuel Purviance, and his conduct after his arrival at Anna-
polis, in consequence of said instructions; in vindication
whereof he presented a representation of his conduct to the
CounciL in writing; which was read, and ordered to lie on
the table.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to John Gordon five hundred and ]1inety-six Pounds fOllr
Shillings, for nine hundred and ninety-four Cartouch-bOJS:es,
Bayonet-belts, and Gun-slings.

Commissions issued to Samuel Calwdl, appointed Captain,
Thomas llutchens, First Lieutenant, and Joseph Sewell,
Second Lieutenant, of a Company of Militia in Rarford
County, belongingto the Eighth Battalion.

.

Also, to James l'rlcComas, appointed Captain, Benjamin
&ott, First Lieutenant, l'rfartin Preston, Second Lieutenant,
and James Steel, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in said
County, belonging to the said Battalion.

Also, to Benjamin Bussey, appointed Captain, Joshua
Mills, First Lieutenant, Azael Ritehl;oek, Jun., Second
Lieutenant, and Joseph Ames, Ensign, of a Company of
Militia of said Battalion.

Also, to Robert Hams, appointed Captain, William
Coale, First Lieutenant, William Downes, Second Lieute-
nant, and Joshua Renshaw, Ensign~ of a Company in same
Battalion.

Also, to James St. Clair, appointed Second Lieutenant to
Captain McComas's Company of Militia in said County.

Also, to Alexander Cowen, appointed Captain, John Beale
Howard, First Lieutenant, Samuel Gl.oome Osburn, Second
Lieutenant, and Lambert PVilmer, Ensign, of a Company of
Militia jq said COUl1ty.

Also, to WilHam Webb, appointed Captain, I"'natillS
T'Vheeler, First Lieutenant, William Fisher, Second Lieute-
nant, and Samuel Webb, Jun., Ensign, of a Company of lVIili-
tia in said County.

Also, to Joseph Patrick, appointed Captain, Winston
Dallam, I<~irstLieutenant, Samuel Bailey, Second Lieute~
nant, and Richard Ward, Ensign, of a Company of Militia
in said County.

Also, to John Jolly, appointed Captain, John Montgomery,
First Lieutenant, James Wilson, Second Lieutenant, and
James Thomas, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in said
County.

Mr. Purviance appeared, and WaS informed by the Pre-
sident that the Council of Safety, 011considering his conduct,
and the high and dangerous offence of assuming the supreme
Executive power in :his Province, had resolved that he
should enter into a recognisance in the sum of five hundred
Pounds, current money, for his appearance at the Conven-
tion, on Thursday the 9th day of ~'Uay next, as this matter
would then be laid before that meeting for their considera-
tion. His Recognisance is as fo11ows:

"
You, Samuel Purviance, acknowledge 'yourself to owe
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and justly stan; indebted unto the honourable the Council
of Safety for the Province of ~Maryland, in the full an~ just.
sum of five hundred Pounds, current money, to be levlCdof
your body, goods and chattels, lands and tenements, in case
you do not make your personal appearance at the next Con-
vention, on Thursday, the 9th of .May next, then to answer
to such things as may be objected against you, and not depart
from said Convention without the leave thereof."

The said Samuel Purviance acknowledged himself to be
content therewith.

Copy of Letter No. 132 was sent to Captain James ]..7[..

chob;on.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Captain James Nicholson two hundred Pounds, on account
of the Sea Forces under his command.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. George
Gordon ten Pounds,currency.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. William
Lux thirty-three Pounds seventeen Shillings and four Pence,
for the use of Mr. Andrew 8tigar, for Provisions for the
Troops whilst at Whetstone-Point, on the late alarm.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, April 27, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Mr. Philip Littig sixty-five Pounds, on account of his
contract with Mr. Alexander, for Muskets.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to the Clerk twenty
Pounds, to pay expenses, and for oth~r purposes; and that
an account be rendered of tbe expendIture thereof.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Colonel Wil-
liam Smallwood twelve Pounds, currency, forso much money
by him advanced to defray Ca~tain A(~ams's expenses in
guardinlTAlexander Ross to Phl,ladelphw.

Ord~'ed That said Treasurer pay to Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Francis' Ware nineteen Pounds and four Pence, being the
amount of his account for subsistence till 14th of .1Uarch.

Mr. Carroll has leave of absence till Thursday next.
Resolved That Messrs. Thomas Hyde and William Wil-

kins be appointed Supervisors of the Bills of Credit to be
printed and struck by virtue of a Re1!olveof the late Con-
vention.

Copy of Letter No. 133 was sent hy express to John
Rogers, Esquire.

Ordered That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Captain Richard .Graves nineteen Pou~ds fifteen Shillings
and six Pence, to dIscharge the pay of hIS Company when
on duty the 8th of March last.

Adjourned till Monday morning, ten o'clock.

, Monday, April 29, 1776.

Present as on Saturday, except Mr. Car-Council met.
roll.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Lieutenant William Sterrett thirty ShiI1ings and two
Pence.

Mr. Tilghman has leave of absence.

Tuesday, April 30, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday, except Mr. Tilghman.
Ordered, That Captain John Fulford have two pieces of

Cannon which are now at Mr. Richard Spriggs's, to be
broulTht'to the City of Annapolis, and valued by Major
Pric~ and Captain Fulford; and that they report the valua-
tion of the same to this Board.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. William Nevin twenty-nine Pounds eight Shillings
and three Pence, for steel Ramrods.

Ordered, That the Treasurer pay to Captain James Brice
two Pounds eight Shillings and nine Pence, for thirteen
pounds of Powder.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain John
Pitt one hundred and twenty-six Pounds five Shillings,
being the amount of his account for furnishing a Pilot-Boat
to the 3d of May. .

Adjourned till three o'clock, and met accordingly.
Mr. Frederick Green, of the City of Annapolis, Printer,

contracted with the Council of Safety for printing the new
emission of Money, according to the resolve of the laEl
Convention; and for his services therein, he is to be paid in
proportion to what he was allowed for printing the former
emission of Convention Money.

The following Notice was ordered to be published in the
Maryland Gazette, to wit:

"The gentlemen who were appointed to collect gold and
silver coin. are directed to take notice, that we have now
received Continental money; and that whatever gold and
silver they bring in will be immediately exchanged at the
Treasury.

"Per order: G. DUVALL,Clerk."
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Doctor ~MichaelWallace one hundred and four Pounds
nine Shillings and six Pence, for Medicine, &c., as pCI'
account.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, May 1, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to lVIr.James Taylor, five Pounds, currency, in part payment
for his making Gun-Carriages.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to John Ila17,
Esquire, fifty-eight Pounds sixteen Shillings, for eighty-four
days' attendance as a Member of the Council, to the 1:;t
instant inclusivr.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Nicholl's
Ruxton ~Moore eleven Pounds thirteen Shillings and four
Pence, for his expenses to and from Philadelphia, to carry
Gold and Silver Coin for the operations in Canada.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Predel'ick Green six Pounds three Shillings and thne
Pence, for the purposes mentioned in the above order.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Frederick
Green seventy-four Pounds, in part payment of his account
against the Province for Printing.

Copy of Letter No. 134 was sent to Captain Jeremiah
Holden; copy of No. 135 to Captain John Valiant; copy
of No. 136 to lVIr. William Lux; copy of No. ]37 to Mr.
Hugh Young; and copy of No. 138 to the Committee of
Observation for Baltimore Town.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, May 2, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Charles Wallace three thousand Pounds, currency.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to John Bulll n
thirteen Pounds five Shillings and two Pence, for carting
materials for the Magazine.

Copy of Letter No. 139 was sent to Colonel William
Smallwood. .

Copy of Lptter No. 140 was sent to Mr. Henry Yost,
of Frederick County ; and copy of No. 141 to Mr. John Un-
sold, of said County.

The Council requested Major Price to cause any Amls
that may be lodged at Fredericktown; belonging to the
publick, by Henry Yost, John Unsold, or any other per-
son, to be brought safely to Annapolis, by the first oppor-
tunity.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores send to the City
of Annapolis, in a boat to be procured for that purpose, one
half of all the Linens, of every kind, now in the Magazine,
and ten reams of Cartridge-paper; and render an account
of all the Stores in said Magazine, particularizing the Mus-
kets fit for service from those which are unfit, and the Pro-
vincial from the French.

Ordered, That Mr. Edward Parker, of Cecil County
send down to the City of Annapolis by Mr. Gilbert Middl~-
ton, all the coarse Linen manufactured for the use of thIs
Province.

Adjourned till next day.
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Friday, May 3, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Copy of Lett(~r No. 142 was sent to Lieutenant-Colonel
Thomas Ware; copy of No. 143 to Colonel Joseph S£m,
of Prince George's County; copy of No. 144 to the Com-
mittee of Observation for the Middle District of FredeTick
County; and copy of No. 145 to Colonel Zadock Magru-
der, Lower District of Freder£ck County; and copy of No.
146 to Mr. George Woolsey, of Baltimore Town.

Ordered, Tha.t the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay to
Charles Wallace, Esquire, Paymaster, one thousand Pounds,
currency. .

OrdeTed, That the Treasurer of the Western-ShoTe pay
to Benjam£n Rumsey, Esquire, forty-two Pounds, for sixty
days' attendance as a Member of the Council.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Edward
Timmonds seven Pounds five Shillings and five Pence, for
thirty-two steel Ramrods.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, May 4, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday, except Mr. Rumsey.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Captain W£lliam Ringgold, Jun., twenty-five Pounds
twe!\'e Shillings and six Pence, to discharge the pay of his
Militia Company when on duty, from the 7th to the 10th of
March last.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. William
LU'1:,(for the use of James Jaffray,) thirteen Pounds two
Shillings, for Cloth for the use of the Troops.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. WilUam
LU'1:,(for the use of Messrs. Frisby, Henderson, and James
Hollings~l)orth,) twelve Pounds, currency.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Messrs. Robert
Purviance, Dav1~dStewart, and George "fVoolsey, five hun-
dred Pounds, on account of the Schooner Resolution.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain Barton
Lucas sixty-six Pounds and seven Pence, on account of his
Company.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores at the City of
Annapolis deliver to Captain Nathaniel Smith aIJ the Small-
Arms which were brought fi'omFrederick County, and one
hundred small Cartouch-Boxes.

Ordered, That the T~'easurerof the Western-Shore pay
to Thomas Smyth, Esq., mghty-nine Pounds thirteen Shillinrrs
and six Pence, formoney advanced by him for Shoes, Rifle~,
&c., as per account.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Thomas Smyth
Esquire, eleven Pounds four Shillings, for sixteen days' at~
tendance as a Member of the Council.

Adjourned till Monday morning, ten o'clock.

Monday, May 6, 1776.

Council met. Present as on Saturday, except Mr. Smyth.
Mr. Tilghman attended. .

Ordered, That .the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Mr. Samuel frItZler three Pounds, currency, for Boat-
hire.

Adjourned till next day.

Tuesday, May 7, 1716.

Council met. Present as yesterday. 1tfr. Jenifer and Mr.
Carronattended. .

Copy of Letter No. 147 was sent to the Committee of
Observation for Baltimore COlU1ty.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore 'pay
to Capt. James Nicholson five hundred and fourteen Pounds
on account of the forces on board the Ship Defence. '

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Mr~James .G.eoghegan.one hundred and forty-five Pounds
seventeen Sllllhngs and SIXPence, for provii:Jingsubsistence
for Captain Gunby's Company.

Qrdere},. That. the Treasurer of the Western-Sf tore pay
to Mr.. ~lltiam Wmde:, of Smnerset County, eight POllnds
five ShIllIngs, for guardmg Powder, as per account.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to NIl'. Thomas
FOURTHSERIJ:S.- VOL. v. 99

Contee six Pounds sixteen ShiIJing", for Rugs and Blankets
for the Troops.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, May 8, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the "FfTestern-Shore pay
to Captain John Day &ott six Pounds eighteen Shillings,
on account of his Company.

OTdered, That the said Treasurer pay to Messrs. John
Shaw and Archibald Chisholm twenty-three Pounds sixteen
Shillings and six Pence, for stocking Muskets.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Colonel Thomas
Wright nine Pounds eight Shi1lings and two Pence, to defray
the expense of repairing the Guns of indigent persons belong-
ing to Captain Barnes's and Ellicott's Companies of Militia,
in QlJ£en Anne's County.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Colonel John
Weems ninety-six Pounds eleven Shillings and four Pence,
to discharge the pay of the Companies of Captains Richard
Chew, John Deal, Richard Weems, and Abraham Simmons,
when on duty the 8th of Marehlast.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain Wil-
Ham Brogden twenty-one Pounds sixteen Shillings and threB
Pence, to discharge the pay of his Company, when on duty
on the late alarm.

A number of VesseJs having been sunk in the Channel of
.

the River Patapseo, near Whetstone-Point, fonhe safety and
protection of Baltimore Town, and the Committee of Ob-
servation for Baltimore County having given information to
this Board, by letter dated the 6th instant, that their Boom
is now laid down, and so far secured that they judge the
Vessels that were sunk at Whetstone-Point mirrht be re-

. ~
moved,

Therefore Ordered, That the said Vessels be raised with
all convenient speed, under the dirpction of the said Com-
mittee; and. that Captain James N£cholson, with the Ship
Defence and her Tenders, assist in executing this order.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, May 9, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Captain Peter Adams twelve Pounds five Shillings, cur-
rency, for expenses incurred in guarding Alexander Ross to
Philadelphia.

Ordered,
.

That the Treasurer aforesaid pay to George
Gordon two Pounds fifteen Shillings and nine Pence, for
repairing a Dungeon wherein to confine c'ulprit Soldiers.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Richard Ridge-
ly four Pounds nineteen Shillings, currency, for the purchase
of twelve iron Pots, for the use of Captain James llindman's
IndependentCompany.

.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Captain James Hindman one hundred and sixty-six
Pounds, for subsist for his Company.

Ordel'ed, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain James
Ilindman the further sum of two hundred aud fifty Pounds,
for the purchase of Clothes for his Company.

Copy of Letter No. 148 was sent to Captain James
lIindm(ff/.

Adjourned till next day, len o'clock.

Friday, May ]0, 1776.
Councjl met. Present as yesterday.

o.rdered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to LIeutenant John Halmerston, for the use of the Committee
of Observation for Charles County, the sum of one hundred
and fifty Pounds, currency, to provide subsist for Captain
Rezin Beall's Company, of regular troops.

. Ordered, That the Treasurer aforesaid pay to William
LU'1:two thousand Pounds, on account of the Ship Defence.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, May 11, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
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.to Doctor John Boyd fifty-three Pounds fiftnen Shillings,
-currency, for Medicine purchased of him by Doctor Weisen-
.thol, fpr the use of the Troops in this Province.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to James Dick
three Pounds nineteen Shillings and eight Pence, for iron
Pots.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Captain George
.Stricker thirty-five Pounds nineteen Shillings, for Shoes.

Acljoumed till ~Monday, ten o'cJock.

Monday, May 13, 1776.

'Council met. Present as on Saturday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

'to Dr. Weisenthal forty-two Pounds nineteen Shillings, cur-
rency, for Medicine provided by him for the Troops.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Doctor Weisenthal
forty-five Pounds, for three ri'ionths' pay as Surgeon of the
First M~ryland Battalion.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Doctor William
Dashiell twenty-two Pounds ten Shi]]ings, for three months'
pay as Surgeon'sMate. . .

Copy of Letter No. 149 was sent to Colonel William
Smallwood.

Ordered, That the Treasurer aforesaid pay to Captain
Edward Veazey seven hundred Pounds, on account of his
Company. .

Ordered, That the Treasurer aforesaid pay to Richard
Thornpson, for the use of John Yost, one hundred and fifty
Pounds, to enable him to carryon his Gun Manufactory.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to James Mills four pounds twel ve Shillings and one Penny,
currency, for the carr~age of Powder from Chestertown to
the lower Counties on the Eastern-Shore.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Tuesday, May 14, 177G.

Council met. Present as yesterday.

Richard Thompson was appointed Supervisor of the Salt-
petre Works in the Lower District of Frederick County, in
the room of Mr. Richardson, who had resigned.

It was thereupon OrJiered, That the Treasurer of the
1Vcstern-Shore pay to said Thompson one hundred Pounds,
allowed by the late Convention for that purpose.

A resolve of Congress was communicated to this Board,
relative to the apprE'hension of a certain Kirkland, who lately
made his escape from the Jail of Philadelphia, wherein he
was confined by order of Congress;

And thereupon Ordered, That advertisement be immedi-
ately inserted,in the Maryland Newspapers for the appre-
hension of said Kirkland, as also a copy of said resolution,
tOlTether with the advertisement, be forthwith transmitted to
th~ Committee of Safety of Virginia, by express.

Copy of Letter No. 150 was sent to the Committee of
Safety of Virginia.

Commissions issued to Joseph Douglass, appointed Cap-
tain, 1'homas Eaton, First LieutC:'nant, Joseph Nicolls, Se-
cond Lieutenant, and John Dawson, Ensign, of a Company
of Militia in Caroline County, belonging to the Fourteenth
Battalion of this Province.

Also, to Richard Andrews, appointed Captain, Henry
Richards, First Lieutenant, Samuel Andrews, Second Lieu-
tenant, and Frederick Cawsey, Ensign, for a Company in
~be Same County, and belonging to the same Battalion. '

Also, to Charles Baker, appointed Captain, lJIlosesJohn-
son, First Lieutenant, Richard Hutchings, Second Lieute-
11ant, and Nicholas Amos, Ensign, in a Company of Militia
:i., Harford County, belonging to the Eighth Battalion.

A.lso, to George Noble Swart, appointed Captain, Nehe-
miah -, First Lieutenant, James Bartlett, Second Lieu-
tenant,.:.md Thomas Dafey, Ensign, of an Independent Com-
pany of Militia in Queen Anne's County, by virtUe of a
speciallic~l'Ise from the Committee of Observation!

Also, to Na,thaniel Pigman, appointed Captain, Benjamin
Gaither, Firs! ~ieuten~nt, Samu.el Rig~s? ~ec?nd Lieute-
nant, and Wzlbam Gatther, EnsIgn of lvflhtm, 111the Low-
er District of FretJj:rit;k County, belonging to the Twenty-
"Ninth BattalioQ.

Commissions issued to Elias Ilardon, appointed Captain,
Allen Bowie, Jun., First Lieutenant, James Lackland, Se-
cond Lieutenant, and Samuel Swearingen, Ensign, of a Com-
pany of Militia in the Lower District of Frederick County,
belonging to the Twenty-Ninth Battalion.

Copy of Letter No. 151 was sent to Mr. Thomas R1J,;1-
sell; No. 152 to the Committee of Observation for Kent
County; No 153 to Captain Edward Veazey.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Thomas B. Hands, Esq., sixteen ,Poun'ds two Shillings,
for twenty-three days' attendance as a Member of the COUIl-
cil of Safety.

Mr. Ilands has leave of absence.
Adjourned till next day.

Wednesday, May 15, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday, except Mr. Hand;r.
Commissions issued to Ebenez.erReyner, appointed Second

Lieutenant of Captain Isaac Perkins's Company of Militia
in Kent County.

Also, to John Shipley, appointed Ensign of Captain Brice
Howard's Company of Militia in Anne Arundel County.
belonp"ingto the Elkridge Battalion.

Al;o, to Francis Martin, appointed Captain, Richard
Speake, First Lieutenant, Theobald Smallwood, SecQnd
Li?~~en.ant, and Wi~liam Jones, ~nsign, of a Compan~ of
MIlitIa 111Charles County, belongmg to the Twenty-Slxdl
Battalion.

.
Also, to John Bennett, appointed Captain, and William

Hill, First Lieutenant, in the Upper Distriet of Frederick
County, belonging to the Thirty-First Battalion.

Also, to John Usher Carletvn, appointed Captain, Thom'l!;
Flemming, First Lieutenant, IIenry Hardman, Second Lieu-
tenant, and Richard Potts, Ensign, of a Company of Mili-
tia in the Middle District of Frederick County, belonging to
the Thirty-Fourth Battalion.

Also, to Philip Merony, appointed Captain, Carleton
Tannehill, First Lieutenant, Henry .Merony, Second Lien-
tenant, and Tflilliam Wason, Ensign, of a Company of Mi-
litia in same District, and belonging to the same Battalion.

Also, to Richard Balsell, appointed Captain, John Mar-
tender, First Lieutenant, John Shistaker, Second LiC:'utenant,
and Christ1:anLessor, Ensign, oCa Company of Militia in the
same District, belonging to the Thirty-Seventh Battalion.

Commissions issu.ed to ~lordecai Beall, appointed Cap-
tain, William Beckwith Head, First Lieutenant, Bigger
IIead, Second Lieutenant, and Isaac .Miller, Ensign, of a
Company of Militia in the Middle District of Frederick
County, belonging to the Thirty-Seventh Battalion of this
Province.

Also, to James Ogle, appointed Captain, Henry JJfat'-
thews, First Lieutenant, George Neet, Second Lieutenant,
and Ignatius Elder, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in the
same District, and of same Battalion.

Also, to William Smith, Jun., appointed Captain, "William
Carmach, Jun., First Lieutenant, John Kennedy, Second
Lieutenant, and John Parkison, Ensign, of a Company of
Militia in same District, belonging to the same Battalion.

Also, to John McClester, appointed Captain, Samuel
Townsend, First Lieutenant, Charles IIickman, Second
Lieutenant, and George Jones, Ensign, of a Company of
Militia in Somerset County, belonging to the First Battalion.

Ordered, That the Treasurer. of .the We$tern-Shore pay
to JamRs Tootle forty-nine Pounds seventeen ShilJings, for
building a Magazine.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to James Tovtle tW(~,n-
ty-four Pounds fourteen Shillings and two Pence, for subsist
of the Severn Battalion. .

Ordered, That tbe Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Captain Thomas Woolford one hundred Pounds, on ac-
count of his Company.

Commissions issued to Ebenezer lIandy, appointed Cap-
tain, Gevr,I{eParsons, First Lieutenant, James Purdue, Se-
cond Lieutenant, and Boaz Walston, Ensign, of a Compa-
ny of Militia in Worcester County, belonging to the Tenth
Battalion.

.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the 1Vcstern-Shore pay
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to Colonel George Dashiell eighteen Pounds, for three
months' pay of his Adjutant.

Commissions issued to Elijah Stockley, appointed Cap-
tain, James Johnson, First Lieutenant, Stephen Buchanan,
Second Lieutenant, and Elijah Casey, Ensign, of a Compa-
ny of Militia in Worcester County.

Also, to Jesse Gray, appointed Captain, Jesse Davis, First
Lieutenant, James King, Second Lieutenant, and Elihu Ha-
zard, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in Worcester County,
belonging to the Tenth Battalion.

Also, to Thoma~ Warring, appointed Captain, James
Prather, First Lieutenant,. Thomas Humphrey,~, Second
Lieutenant, and John Jess Jacob, Ens'gn, of a Company of
Militia in Shipton District, in Frederick County.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Thursday, May 16, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Commissions issued to John Rothe, appointed Captain,

Robert Harrison, First Lieutenant, Joshua llarrison, Jun.,
Second Lieutenant, and Thomas Harrison, Ensign, of a
Company of Militia in Talbot County, belonging to the Thir-
ty-Eighth Battalion.

Also, to Nicholas .Martin, appointed Captain, John Sin-
gleton, First Lieutenant, Thomas Delihay, Second Lieute-
nant, and David Robinson, Ensign, of a Company of Militia
in Talbot County, belonging to the Thirty-Ei~hth Battalion.

Also, to James Lloyd, appointed Captain, Thomas Co-
ward, First Lieutenant, Levin Speden, Second Lieutenant,
and Solomon James, Ensign, of a Company of Militia in Tal-
bot County, belonging to the Fourth Battalion.

Also, to Ridwrd Keene, (son of William,)appointedEn-
sign of Captain Fauntleroy's Company of Militia, in Caro-
line County, belonging-to the Twenty-Eighth Battalion.

Also, to Samuel Smith, appointed Captain, John Steven-
son, First Lieutenant, and James Cain, Ensign, of a Compa-
ny of Militia in Harford County, belonging to the Twenty-
Third Battalion.

Also, to Samuel Grijfith, appointed Captain, and John
Hall Hughes, First Lieutenant, of a Company of same Coun-
ty and same Battalion.

Also, to George Patterson, appointed Captain of a Com-
pany in same County and same Battalion.

Also, to Henry l'VilIsQn,Jun., appointed Captain of a
Company in same County and same Battalion.

Also, to John Daugherty, appointed Captain, Francis
Baker, First -Lieutenant, TVilliamMarsh Cartrey, Second
Lieutenant, and James Gibson, Ensign, of a Company of
Militia in Talbot County, belonging to the Fourth Bat-
talion.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Slwre pay
to Captain Peter Adams twenty-three Pounds nineteen
Shillings and six Pence, for making Clothes for his Com-
pany.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the "Western-Shore pay
to Ensign Be1!iamin Chalmers three Pounus thirteen Shil-
ling" and seven Pence, for expenses incurred for apprehend-
ing Alexander Ross.

Brigadier-General Hooper having formed the following
Companies into a Corps,

Ordered, That Commission" i"sue agreeable to his re-
commendation, as follow":

To William Traverse, appointed Colonel, Daniel Fallen
Major, and Levin Parker, Quartermaster, of said Corp".

Al"o, to Henry Lake, appointed Captain, Levi Willin,
Fir"t Lieutenant, Luke Robinson, Second Lieutenant, and

.John Todd, En"ign,of a Company of said Corps.
Aho, to frlatthias Traverse, appointed Captain, John

Ashcom Traverse, First Lieutenant, Alexander Tolly, Se-
cond Lieutenant, and Philip Fllrguson, Ensign, of a Com-
pany of said Corps.

.

Also, to Captain frlcNemara's Company, heretofore com-
missioned, and a fourth company, consisting of forty-three
men, hereafter to be commissioned by special license of the
Committee of Obs('rva~ion of Dorchest!,?r Co4nty.

Ordered, That the -Colonel and Major of said Corps
rank as Lieutenant-Colonel and Second Major.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores at the City of

Annapolis deliver to Major Price twenty-five of the small-
est Gunlocks importeu in Captain Tibbet, for Mr. White,.
Riflemaker.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the TVestern-Shore pay
to Colonel Weems sixty-four Pounds seven Shillings and nine
Pence, for pay of his Battalion when on duty.

Copy of Letter No. 154 was sent to the Committee of'
Safety of North-Carolina; letter No. 155 to the Commit-
tee of Observation at Wilmington, in New- Castle County.

Adjourned till next day. -

Friday, May 17,1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay to

Ea. Haynes one hundred Pounds, on account of Prisoners
of North- Carolina. .

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Saturday, May 18, 1776.

Council met. Present as yestnday.

Ordered, That'the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Joseph frIiddleton ninety-one Pounds five Shillings, it
being the balance of his account for furnishing a Pilot-Boat
to 3d day of this instant.

Adjourned till Monday, ten o'eJock.

Monday, May 20, 1776:

Council met. Present as on Saturday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Slwre pay

to TVilliamLu,r;, agent for the Ship Defence, two hundred
Pounds. .

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Nicholas Thomas,
for the use of Major Jeremiah Banning, one Pound four Shil-
lings and eight Pence, for his military attendance on the late
alarm. -

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores deliver to Major
Price, for the use of Captain Thomas Woolford's Company
of Regulars, ten Rifles, with ten Powder-horns and Pouches,
twenty-nine Muskets, with Bullet-moulds equivalent, and
also thirty-seven Blankets.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the "Western-Shore pay
to Colonel George Plater, for the use of John frIason, two
Pounds thirteen Shillings and six Pence, for Shot sold to
Captain J. A. Thomas.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to Brigadier-General Chamberlaine forty-one Pounds thirteen
Shillings and six Pence, for pay of Militia in Talbot County,
on duty in the late alarm.

Copy of Letter No. ] 56 was sent to Gerard Hopkins,
Deputy Commissary at Baltimore Town.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to George Gordon twenty Pounds, and also the further sum
of seven Pounds ten Shillings, (in separate orders,) in part
payment for Gun-Carriages.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to Colonel Rich{ll'd Barnes thirty-one Pounds nine ShiJlings
and two Pence, for pay and subsist of a Company of his Bat-
talion, on duty on the late alarm. -

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to James Royston one
Pound fifteen Shillings and three Pence, currency, for work
done to Wheel-Carrjages.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Joseph Garretson
one Pound fourteen Shillings and nine Pence, for sundries
furnished CaBtain Fulford.

Commissions issued. to Robert Owens, appointed. Cap-
tain, .Edward Cmw, First Lieutenant, Charles Penn, Second
Lieutenant, and Thomas Conner, Ensign, of a Company of
Militia in the Lower District of.Frederick Couoty, belonging
to the Sixteenth Battalion.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores'deliver to Lieti-
tenant.Eli DOTsey, for the use of Captain Watkins's Inde-
pendent Company, eleven Rifles, with Powder-horns and
Pouches, and twenty-seven Muskets, with Bullet-moulds
equivalent tbereto.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.
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Tuesday, May 2], 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasur~r of the lVestern-Shore pay

to James Ta.l/lor fifteen Pounds, in part, for Gun-Carriages.
Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to William Lux, for

the use of William Hoffman, five Pounds fourteen Shillings,
for nineteen reams of Cartridge-paper.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Lieutenant William
Stewart, for the use of Captain Samuel Smith, twenty
Pounds fifteen Shillings and six Pence, for boarding and
nursing his sick men.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to }lajor Price one
'hundred and thirty-two Pounds fifteen Shillings and six
Pence, for leather Breeches, Intrenching Tools, &c., deli-
vered into the Magazine for the use of the Troops.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to the Clerk twenty Pounds for Expresses, and other trifling
expenditures.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Wednesday, May 22, 1776.

Cauncil met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Colonel Joshua Beall one hundred and forty-six Pounds
five Shillings, for pay and subsist of his Battalion when on
duty.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to said Colonel Beall
eighty-seven Pounds eight Shillings and five Pence, for ex-
penses in guarding the Magazine at Bladensburgh, and at-
tending the delivery of Powder, &c.

Ordered, That the Captains of the Brigs Fortune and
Rogers, and Schooner Ninety- Two, immediately order their
vessels down to the Port of Annapolis, and wait upon the
Council of Safety for Instructions and Sailing Orders.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores at Balthnore
Town deliver to Captain Campbell (on loan) three hundred
weight of Sheet Lead.

Copy of Letter No. 157 was sent to Captain James Ni-
cholson.

Commissions issued to William 'Morgan, appointed Cap-
tain, John Farmer, First Lieutenant, Daniel Root, Jun.,
Second Lieutenant, and William Prigg, Jun., Ensign, of a
Company of Militia in Harford County.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to William Brown five Pounds fifteen Shillings, for supply-
ing the South-River Battalion with Provisions when on duty.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to William Nevin for-
ty PouJlds, in part of his account for Ramrods, &c. .

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain John Gun-
by one hundred and twenty-six Pounds seventeen Shillings
and nine Pence, for balance of his general account to the 3d
instant.

Adjourned till next day.

Thursday. May 23, 1776.

Council met. Present as on yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Colonel John Stull eighteen Pounds, for three months'
pay of his Adjutant.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Captain Fulford
one hundred and one Pounds nine Shillings, for Guh-Car-
nages.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores at Baltimore
County deliver to Messrs. Daniel and Samuel Hughes what-
ever quantity of Powder may be necessary for the proof .of
Cannon to be supplied this Province according to his con-
tract.

Commissions issued to Stephen Hyland, appointed Cap-
tain, William Veazey, First Lieutenant, William Mauldin,
Second Lieutenant, and Nathan Arrants, Ensign, of a Com-
pany of Militia in Cecil County.

Also, to William Clayland, appointed Captain in Joseph
Bruff's Company of Militia, in Talbot County, belonging to
the Fourth Battalion.

Also, to Robert Hall, appointed EnsiQTIof Captain Jacob
Gibson's Company, in same County, a~d belonging to the
same Battalion.

Also, to Jonathan Abell, appointed First Lieutenant, Per-
ry Benson, Second Lieutenant, and Jonathan GibsQn, En-
sign, of a Company ofMili(ia in Talbot County, belonging to
the Thirty-Eighth Battalion.

Also, to John 1mprey Dawson, appointed Second Lieu-
tenant, and James Lowe, Ensign, of Captain Haddaman's
Company of Militia, in the same County, belonging to sarno
Battalion.

An order having heretofore passed this Board for wej"b.
ing the Vessels sunk in the Channel of the River Patap':co,
near Whetstone-Point, and that Captain James Nicholson,
with the Ship Defence and her Tenders, shou]d assist in ex-
ecuting the same; "f!rhichorder hath not hitherto, we are
informed, been complied with by reason of the necessary ab-
sence of Captain Nicholson, and one or both of his TenderE ;
we therefore, being desirous of having said vessels weigh-
ed with all convenient speed, do request that Messrs. Jesse
HollingsUJorth, Isaac Vanbibber, and Benjamin Griffith, or
any two of them, would cause said vessels to be weighEd
up at the publick expense; and do hereby authorize and em-
power them, or any two of them, to empJoy proper vessels
and labourers for that purpose, and to call to their assislaDce
the Ship Defence, or her Tenders, when they return to the
Harbour of.Baltimore Town.

And further, to cause said vessels to be re 'appraised on
oath, rigged, and otherwise put in the same sta.te they were
in when sunk, as near as may be, and return an account of
said re-appraisement, and of expenses from time to time, to
the Couneil of Safety.

Ordered, That ColonelBean be requested to send the
Muskets made by John Yost, at Georgetown, to Port- To-
bacco, in Charles County, for the use of Captain Rezin
Beall's Company, of regular troops, stationed there, and
also send the Powder now at Bladensburgh to a Magazine
near Captain Tootle's, in the neighbourhood of Annapob's,
in a wagon hired for that purpose.

Ordered, That Colonel Smallwood be requested to de-
tach an Ensign, with a Ser~eant and four priv<1tes,to guard
the Powder, now in the possession of Colonel Beall, from
Bladen,~burgh to the Magazine near Captain Tootle's, in the
neighbourhood of Annapolis.

Ordered, That the Eastem- Shore Treasurer pay to Co-
lonel John Ennalls one hundred and forty Pounds six Shil-
lings and four Pence, for pay of his Battalion on duty.

Ordered, That the Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Co-
lonel William Richardson twelve Pounds, for two montbs'
pay of an Adjutant to his Battalion.

Orde'red, That the Treasurer of the Westem-Shore pay
to Robert Cummings One thousand POImds, for victualling
Troops.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores at the City of
Annapolis delive.rto Isaac Harris five pounds of Powder lor
proving Musket-barrels.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore,rmy to
Messrs. Daniel and Samuel Hughes five hundred Pounds, as
advance money on account of contract for Cannon.

Adjourned till next day, ten o'clock.

Friday, May 24,1776,

Council met. Present as yesterday.
..

Ordered, That the Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Co-
lonel Thomas Contee, for the use of John Stonestreet, three
Pounds thirteen Shillings and two Pence, on account of the
North- Carolina Prisoners.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to William }\lcele, for the use of Hugh Young, fourteen b\,;n-
dred and eighty-fivePounds eight Shillings and eleven Pence,
for amount of cargo of the Brig Brith.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Messrs. Lux 8r
Bowl!! eight hundred and thirty-two Pounds fifteen Shillings
and three Pence, the balance of their general account of
Ship Defence.

.

Ordered, That the said Treasurel'pay to Captain James
Tootle thirty-nine Pounds six Shilling$ and five Pencl', for
wages and other disbursements when on board the Widred
Duk.

Copy of Letter No. 159 was sent to the Committee of
Safety of North-Carolina.
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Ordered, That the Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Mr.
Thoma,s Ringgold five hundred Pounds, to enable him to
prosecute a Salt 'Work, on his bond.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to William Tillqrd
seven Pounds ten Shillings and six Pence, for amount of Mrs.
Furguson's account, and his own, for providing subsistence
of the South-River Battalion.

Commissions issued to Denwood Hicks, appointed Cap-
tain, Moses L,~compt, First Lieutenant, lIenry Keene, Se-
cond Lieutenant, and John Budd, Ensign, of a Company of
Militia in Dorchester County.

Also, to Joseph Robson, appointed Captain, Moses Le-
COInpt,First LieUtenant.

Commissions issued to Thomas Wynn Loockerman, ap-
pointed Second Lieutenant, and Alexander Waddell, En-
sign, of Captain Joseph Richardson's Company of Militia,
in Caroline COlJJJty,belonging to the Fourteenth Battalion.

Also, to PZl1,mmerWilliams, appointed Captain, Benja-
min Schoolfield, First Lieutenant, Ebenezer Finley, Second
Lieutenant, and Richard 1Villiams, Ensign, of a Company
of Militiain SomersetCounty, belongingto the Seventeenth
Battalion.

Also, to Nathaniel Potter, heretofore appointed by the
Convention Captain of a. Company of Mi1itia in Caroline
County, belonging to the FOlJrteenth Battalion.

Also, to Thomas Bourk, appointed Captain of the Cam- ..
bridge Blu,es, heretofore comlJljssioned by the Convention,
but having mislaid or lost their commissions under the ap-
pointmenl of the Convention in Jan.uary 1ast.

Adjourned till next day.

S'!-turday, May 25, 1776.

Council met. Present as yesterday.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Westem-Slgire pay

to Richard Tilgh
.

ma
.

n
.

Ea
..

rle
.

thirty Shillings, for Brimstone
lodged in Charles Wallace's Store..

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-ShQre pay
to John Gibson three Pounds, for the carriage of Letters,
Packets, &c., to Eastern-Shore.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Eastern-Shore pay
to the Committee of Observation of Dorchester County, or
their order, nineteen Pounds and one Penny, for sundries by
them expended for publick uses, as per account filed.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Robert Golds.bo-
rough, Esq., or order, fifty-fiveShillings, for so much by him
paid an Express from Cambridge to the Committee of So-
merset County.

Cornmission.s issQed to Walter Tolly, Junior, appointed
Colonel; Darby Lux, Li~lltenant-Colonel; James Gittings,
First Major; ThQmas Sollers, Second Major; and Benjamin
Rogers, Q'lartermaster, of the Gunpowder Battalion, in Bal-
timore County.

Also, to William Buchanan, appointed Colonel; John
JJIQale, Lieutenant-Colonel; Be'Tl)llmin N'icholson, First
Major; Thomw Jones, Second Major; and Ja.mes Calhoun,
Quartermaster, of Baltimore Town ll<J,tta'ion,in Baltimore
County.

Also, to Tlwmas Gist, Senior, appoint~d Colonel; Samud
Owens, Lieuten;mt-Colonel; John Cradock, First Major;
Isaac Hammond, Second Major; and Joseph Gist, Quarter-
master, of Soldier's Delight Battalion, in BaltimQreCounty.

Copy of Lett~rNo. 160 was sent to Captains Ridley,
1Uaubrey, and Sand, respectively.

Ordered, That" the Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Wil-
liarn Neile, of Baltimore Town, fifteen hundred and forty-
five Pounds ten Shillings and four Pence, for the Schooner
Nqncy, and the amount of h~r cargo, insured by this Pro-
vince, and captured at St. EU$tatia.

Commissions issued to James Martin, appointed Captain,
William Handy, Junior, First Lieutenant, William Selby,
(of William,) Second Lieutenant, and Patrick Glasgow,
:Ensign, of a Company of Militia in Worcester County, be-
longing to the Tenth Battalion. .

Ordered, That the Western-Shore Treasurer pay to Co-
lonel James 111urrayseven Pounds ten Shillings, currency, for
the payment of the carriage of publick Arms from Dorchester
COlJnty to 1torcester.

Ordered, That the Commissary of Stores at Baltimcre

Town deliver to Isaac Harris, or his order, all the Gun]ocks
now in the publick Magazin~ at that place.

Ordered, That the Commissary appointed to supervise
the Gunlock Manufactory at Fredericktown deliver to Major
Price, or his order, all the Gunlocks aJready manfactured
for publick use.

Commissions issued to Z(1cchl~usOnion, appointed Cap-
tain, Sutton Gudgeon, First Lieutenant, and Philip Chamr
berl«ine, Second Lieutenant, of a Company of Militia in
Baltimore County, belonging to Gunpowder Battalion.

Also, to John Tully Young, appointed Captain, John
German, First Lieutenant, Philip Colvin, Second Lieute-
nant, and William Galloway, Ensign, of a Company of Mili-
tia, in the same County, belonging to the same Batt<lJion.

Also, to Job Garretson, appointed Captain, John Long,
First Lieutenant, William Graves, Second Lieutenant, and
Joseph Stansbury, Ensign, of a Company belonging to same
Battalion.

Also, to John Mercer, appointed Captain, Benjam'in
Buck, First Lieutenant, William Clark, Second Liellte-
nant, and Benjamin Stansbury, Ensign, of a Company be-
longing to same Battalion. .

Also, to Josias Bowen, appointed Captain, William
ltlackubbin, First Lieutenant, Vincent Green, Second Lieu-
tenant, and Job Smith, Ensign, of a Company belonging to
same Battalion.

.
.

Also, to John Standiford, appointedCaptain, Edward
Oldham, First Lieutenant, James Oglevie, Second Lieu-
tenant, and Slwdrach Green, Ensign, of a Compal!Ybelong-
ing to same Battalion.'

Ordered, That the above six Companies, together with
Captain 1Villiam Cromwell's and Captain James Bosley's,
constitute the Gunpowder, or Tenth, Battalion.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
to the COlTlmitteeof Observation for th() M(ddle District of
Frederick County sixty Pounds, on account of the North,-
Carolina Prisoners.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Oliver TVeedonten
Pounds fifteen Shillings, it being the balance of account for
stocking twenty Muskets and two Gun]ocks, at twelve Shil-
lings and six Pe'nee each, as per receipt.

Commissions issued to Pollard EdmoJld~on, appointed
First Lieutenant, Johrt Water,~, Second Lieutenant, and
Richard , Third Lieutenant, of Captain John
Gunby's Independent Cornpany of Regulars.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Westero.-:S.hcr~pay
to James Tilghman, Esq., sixty-seven Pounds four Shillings,
for his attendance as a Meml)er of th~ Coupci} Qf Sa.fe~y
ninety-six days.

Ordered, That the Treasurer aforesaid pay to Danietof
St. Thomas Jenifer seventy-nine Pounds two Shillings, for
one hundred and thirteen days' attendance in CouncIl.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Charles Carroll,
Barrister, fifty-six Pounds fourteen ShiJlings, for eighty-one
days' attendance in Council.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to Mr. Benjamin
Rumsey twenty-eight Shillings, for two days' attendance in
Council.

Ordered, That said Treasurer pay to Gabriel Duvall one
hundred and eight Pounds nineteen Shillings and thre~
Pence, for one hundred and five days' attendencc as Clerk,
and amou.nt of his accQUl}tfileg.

Ordered, That the said Treas\.1rer pay to Mr. Richard
Ridgely sixty-nine Pounds two Shillings, currency, for hjs
attendance as Assistant Clerk, and amount of account.

Ordered, That said Treaswer pay to A.llen Quynn fO\.1r
Pounds four Shillings, for six days' attendance as MessepO"er
to the Council of Safety. '"

Ordered, That the Western:-Shore Tre<li)urer pay to
Robert Reynolds, for eighty-eight days' att~ndance as Door-
keeper, and amount of his account filed, forty-seven PO\.1uds
three Shillings and six Pence, currency.

Ordered, That the said Treasurer pay to John Hall, Esq.,
sixteen Pounds sixteen Shillings, for twenty-four days' at-
tendance as a Member of the Council.

Thus ended the Proceedings of the Council of Safety,
this 25th day of May, 1776.

Signed by order of the Councij.
R. RIDGELY,Clerk.
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MARYL ND CONVENTION.

At a Conven60n .of Delegates, chosen by the several
Counties of the Province qf .Maryland, at the City of Anna-
polis, on Wednesday, the 8th of it'fay, 1776. Present:

FOR ST. MARY'S COuNTy.-Richard Barnes, John Reider,
Athanasius Ford.

FOR CUARLEs.-Josias Hawkins, Robert T. Hooe, Wil-
liam Harrison, Joseph H. Harrison.

FOR CALvERT.-Edward Gantt, Patrick Smith, William
Allein.

FOR PRJNCE GEORGE'~.-Thoma$ Contee, Robert Tyler.
FOR ANNE ARV"NDEL.-Charles Carroll, Barrister, Thomas

Johnson, Jr.
FOR FREDERJCK, LowER DJsTRJcT.-Henry Griffith.

MWDLE.-Clwrles Beatty, Baker Johnson.
UPPER.-.William Baird.

FOR BALTJMoRE.-Benjamin Nicholson, Walter Tolley, Jr.
FOR HARFORD.- Thomas Bo .nd.
FOR CEcIL.-John Veazey, Jun., Joseph Gilpin, John D.

Thompson, Patrick Ewing, William Currer.
FOR KENT.-Peregrine Letherbury, William Sluby, Tho-

mas Ringgold.
.

FOR QUEENANNE's.-James Hollyday, Tw.butt l¥rigM,
Tlwmas Wright, Richard T. Eade, James Tilghman.

FOR T ALBOT.-James Lloyd Chamberlaine, Nicholas Tho-
mas, Pollard Edmondson.

FOR DORcHEsTER.-Robert Goldsborough, Ilenry Hooper,
James Murray, John Ennals.

FOR CARoLINE.-Natham:el Potter, William Richardson,
Henry Dickinson, Richard Mason.

FOR SOMERSET.-George Dashiell, Gustavus Scott, Peter
TVaters.

FOR W ORCESTER.-Peter Chaille, Samuel Handy, John
Done, Joseph Dashiell.
The Honourable Charles Carr()ll,Esquire, Barrister, was

chosen President.
Ordered, That Gabriel Duvall be continued Clerk to the

Convention, and that he qualify himself as such by taking
.oath that he will faithfully, diligently, and honestly discharge
the office of Clerk to the Convention of Marylarid, and that
he will not disclose or reveal the secrets thereof.

Ordered, That Mr. Allen Quynn be continued Messen-
ger, and Mr. Robert Reynolds Doorkeeper to the Conven-
tion; and that they severally qualify themselves as such by
taking the oath of office and secrecy, as above directed to be
taken by the Clerk.

Ordered, That the resolve of Secrecy entered into at the
last session of Convention be observed this session.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Thursday, May 9, 1776,

All the Members present as on yes ter-Convention met.
day.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read. Co!. George
Plater, a Member for St. Mary's County, appeared and
took his seat in the House. Mr. Sudler appeared in the
House.

A Remonstrance frl m the Committee of Observation for
the Lower District of Frederick County, relating to the pay-
m.ent of Publick Taxes; a Petition fj'om the Lieutenants
of the Second Independent Company of Regular Troops,
praying to be removed from said Company; a Petition
from William Faris, of the City of Annapolis; and the
Proceedings of the Committee of Observation for Talbot
County against Alexander Wickham, were severally read,
and ordered to lie on the table.

Certificates of the qualification of the Clerk, Messenger,
and Doorkeeper, were produced and filed.

The Proceedings of the Council of Safety, in consequence
of intercept~d Letters fromLord George Germaine to Robert
Eden, EsqUIre, Deputy Governour of it'laryland, were laid
before the Convention, read, and ordered to lie on the
table.

On reading a second time the Representation of the Com-
mittee of Talbot County, of the case of Alexander Wick-
ham,

Ordered, That the said Alexander Wickham be commit-

ted to the cllstody of a guard, to be appointed by Colonel
William Smallwood, until the Conventiol1 shall take order in
the premises, and that the guard from the Independent
Company commanded by Captain Hindman be discharged
of the said Alexander Wickham.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met. Mr. Rumsey, Mr.
Hall, Mr. Paca, l\Tr. Love, 1\11'.Lloyd, and Mr. J. T.
Chase, appeared in the House. .

A Memorial from Francis Baker, of Talbo( County,
praying a remission of that part of the sentence pronounced
against him at the last session of Convention which forbids
him to offer himself for any office of trust, was read, and
ordered to lie on the table.

On reading a second time the Petition of LieuteJlants
Uriah Forre.~t, William Bowie, and Benjam1:n Brooks, of
the Second Independent Company of Regular Troops,

Ordered, That Captain John Gunby appear before this
Convention, or, in the recess thereof, before the Council of
Safety, on lJilonday, the ~Oth instant, to answer the char;~e
exhibited against him in said Petition.

Ordered, That summonses issue to llenry Jackson and
Lieutenants William Bowie and Benjamin Brooks,' of :S'o-. merset County, Captain James lla-ndy, of TfIQrcester Coun-
ty, and -:\Tr.Robert Cummins, of Baltimore County, to ap-
pear before this Convention, or, in the recess thereof, before
tbe Council of Safety, on Monday, the 20th instant.

On reading a second time the Petition of William Faris,
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine

into the facts set forth in the said Petition, and report
thereon to the Convention; and that Mr. Griffith, Mr. Jo..
seph Dashiell, and Mr. ~fIawkins, be a Committee for that
purpose.

Ordered, That Alexander rVickham be a]]owed the sum
of three Shillings and six Pence per day during his confine-
ment, for subsistence.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Friday, May 10, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read. Mr. Beall ap-
peared in the House.

Mr. Griffith brings in and delivers to Mr. President a
Report from the Committee appointed to examine into the
facts set forth in the Petition of William Faris; which was
read, and ordered to lie on the table.

A Petitioll from Robert Wood, of Frederick County, Ie~
lating to the erecting a Sheeting and Slitting Mill; file
Proceedings of the Committee of Observation for Prince
George's County, on the 6th instant; a Petition from James
Hutchings, of Queen Anne's County, against the conduct
of Samuel Purviance; a Petition fi'om the Pomonkey Com-
pany of Militia, in Charks County; Proposals from lIenrJl
Hollingsworth, of CecilCounty, to manufacture Gun-barrels;
a PetitiQn fi'om John Brewer, of the City of Annapolis; and
a Petition from the inhabitants of Prince George's County,
on Potomack River, were severally read, and ordered to lie
OIlthe table.

Mr. Jordan appeared in the House.

The Convention bein~ informed that Mr. Samuel PUT1,i-
ance, Junior, was attendmg, agreeable to his recognisance,
entered into by order of the Council of Safety OIlthe 26th
day of April last,

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to examine.
the papers laid before the Convention by the Council of
Safety relative to the conduct of the said Samud Pur1,i-
ance, Jun., and report the charge arising theref!'om ; and Mr.
llollyday, Mr. Goldsborough, and Mr. T. Johnsvn, were
ejected by ba]]ot a Committee for that purpose.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post JJ[eridiem. Convention met.

A Petition from the Committee and inhabitants of the
Upper District of Frederick County; a Petition froIDthe
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Committee and others, the freemen of the Lower District of
said County; a Memorial from Captain Edward Veazey,
of the Seventh Independent Company, of Regular Troops;
and a Remonstrance from the Committee of Observation for
Talbot County" were severally read, and ordered to lie on
the table.

Mr. Hollyday brings in and delivers to Mr. President a
Report from the Committee appointed to examine the papers
laid befqre the Convention by the Council of Safety, rela-
tive to the conduct of the saidSam1lel Pm'viana, Jun.;
which was read a first and second time, and follows in these
words, to wit:

/

"By the Committee appointed to examine the papers laid
before the Convention by the Council of Safety, relative to
the conduct of Samuel Purviance, Jun., of Baltimore Town,
&c. .

.c Your Committee do report, that they have examined the
papers laid before the Convention, from which it appears to
your Committee that the charge arising from the said papers
falls under the following heads:

"First. That the said Samuel Purviance, since the rising
of the last Convention, hath usurped a power to direct the
operations of the military force of this Province, (at a time
when the Council of Safety, to whom the same solely and
properly belongs in the recess of Convention, was sitting,
and might, without inconvenience, have been applied to,)
as appears by his letter of instructions to Captain Samuel
~)nith, of Colonel Smallwood's Battalion, bearing date the
14th day of April last, a copy of which, attested by the
Clerk of the Council of Safety, your Committee refer to.

"Secondly, That the said Samuel Purviance, being (at the
time of his writing the said letter, and giving the said in-
structions) Chairman of the Committee of Baltimore Coun-
ty, did write the said letter, and give the said instructions,
under colour of his said office of Chairman, and as if at the
request of the said Committee; whereas the said Committee
were not consulted thereon, nor made acquainted therewith,
as appears by the said letter and instructions, and by the
proceedings of the said Committee, attested copies whereof,
among the said papers, are referred to.

"Thirdly, That the said Samuel Purviance, by writing
and speaking, a.no particularly by a letter by him written
to the President of the Congress, some time about the mid-
dle of April last, hath unjustly represented the Convention
and Council of Safety as irresolute and afraid to execute
the trusts reposed in them, and endeavoured to draw a sus-
picion upon them of a want of spirit and zeal in the execu-
tion of their duty.

"
All which is humbly submitted to the consideration of

the honourable Convention.
"B y order:

"R. RIDGELY,Clerk (Am."

On consideration whereof,
Resolved, That Thursday next be appointed for the ap:"

pearance of ~\arnuelPurviance, Jun., to answer the charge
exhibited against him; but if it should appear, by affida-
vit, that Mr. John Smith (whose testimony Mr. Purviance
alleges is material to him) cannot be had het'e on that day,
then the Convention do order that Mr. Purviance shall
appear as aforesaid on the Saturday following, at nine
o'clock.

Mr. Mackall and Mr. Buchanan appeared in the House.
On reading a second time the Petition of Jamfs Hutch-

ings, of Qu.eenAnne's County, against the conduct of Sa-
>muel Purvianc.e, Jun.,

Resolved, That the same be taken into consideration on
Thursday next.

The Proposals of Henry Hollingsworth being read a
second time,

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to consider of
the same, and report their opinion thereon.

And Mr. Gilpin, Mr. Ringgold, and Mr. Rumsey, were
elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Saturday, May II, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

A Petition from George French, Sheriff, and Joshua

Tesstil, one oftbe Deputy Sheritls of Frederick County; a
Petition from Abraham Linganfelter, David Alspaugh, and
Henry Barnes, languishing Debtors in Frederick County
Jail; and a Petition from Philemon Downes, late Sheriff of
Queen Anne's County, were severally read, and ordered to
lie on the table.

Ordered, That all Petitions relative to ProceedingsoC
Committees of Observation against Non-Enrollers be re-
ferred to tbe Committee appointed to ex<\mineinto the facts
set forth in the Petition of William Faris.

Mr. Allein and Mr. Plater have leave of absence till
Monday next.

On reading a second time tbe Proceedings of the Com-
mittee of Observation for Prince George's County, of the
6th instant, relative to tbe Rev. Mr. John Eversficld and
Mr. Ralph Forster,

Resolved, That the Resolutions of the last sessionof Con"'
vention sufficiently provide for the case stated in the said
Proceedings of the Commiuee. .

Mr. Reider has leave of absence.

On reading a second time the Petition of Robert Wood,
of Frederick County,

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to consider of
the same, and report their opinion thereon.

And Mr. Gilpin, Mr. Beatty, and Mr.J. T. Chase, were
elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose.

On motion, Resolved, That this Convention will, on ~lon..
day next, resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to
take into consideration the late intercepted Letters to Go-
vernour Eden, the Proceedings of the Continental Congress,
and of the Council of Safety of this Province thereupon.

MI'. Ringgold and Mr. lVicholson have leave of absenc.e
till .Monday next.

Convention adjourns till Monday morning, nine o'clock.

Monday, May 13, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on Saturday,
except Mr. Reidel', Mr. Nicholson, and Mr. Allein.

The Proceedings of Saturday were read.

The Proceedings of the Committee of Observation for
Calvert County, on the complaint of Joseph Wilkinson
against James Ulferns, were read, and ordered to lie on the
table.

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed'to
examine and adjust the several claims on the Treasury.

And Mr. Earle, Mr. Contee, Mr. Tolley, Mr. ROfJe, and
Mr. Chamberlain~,were elected by ballot a Committee for
that purpose.

The Petition of Purnal Johnson was read, and ordered
to lie on the table.

Mr. Dallam appeared in the House.

On reading a second time the Petition of Philemon
Downes, late Sheriff of Queen Anne's County, and con-
sidering the same,

Resolved, That the case therein stated is provjded for in
the Resolutions of the Convention, held the 26th of July
last; and that the Committee for licensing suits in Queen
Anne's County ought to grant licenses ta sue or warrant, as
the case may require, under the limitations expressed in the
said Resolves of July.

'
The Memorial of Francis Balcer, of Talbot County, was

read a second time, and considered,
And thereupon Resolved, That the same be rejected.

On considering the Representation from the Committee .of
Talbot County, of the case of Alexander Wickham,

Resolved, That he be discharged, being a person too in-
significant and contemptible for the further n.otice of this
Convention.

On motion, Resolved, That in all cases in which the
Council of Safety, or any Committee of Observation within
this Province, shall be in want of a Witness or Witnesse$,
in any fact properly depending befare them, that they issue
subprena, requiring the attendance of the said Witness Or
Witnesses, at a time and place by the said Council .or Com-
mittee to be appointed; and in case of disobedience, that
they issue attachrrn:mt of contempt, directed to some Cap-
tain of the Militia, requiring him to take the body of the Wit-
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ness or Witnesses disobeying as aforesaid, and him or them
bring before the said Council ~r Co~mittee, to,.ans\ver the
contempt ; and may fine the said Witness or ~ Itnesses n~t
exceeding the sum of five P?unds, current money. And If
it shan happen that any Witness shall refuse t? dec1are on
oath the tntth of his or her knowledge, wuchIng the fact
under the consideration of such Councilor Committee, that
they have full power and aut~ority t~ ~?mm_it ~uch Witness
to the custody of some CaptaIn of Mlhtla WJthm the Coun-
fy where such Witness resides, and by him t? be safely ~ept
until such Witness shan comply as aforesaId. ProvIded,
always, That this Resolutio~ shan .not be ~nder~tood to
compel Witnesses to give eVidence m cases In whIch they
are interested, and they dec1are the same on oath when re-
quired. .

Resolved, That the expenses arising on such attachment
or commitment be defrayed out of the property of the person
attached or committed.

Adjourned till three o'c1ock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
Mr. Somervill appeared in the House.
A Memorial from the Commit~ee of Observation forCecil

County, and an Address and Petition from the Offieer.s and
Associators in the Thirtieth or Susquehannah Battahon of
Militia, in said County, were severally read, and ordered to
lie on the table.

On reading a second time the Petition of Purnal John-
,on,

Resolved That the same be referred to the Committee (;Jf
Observatio~ for Baltimore County, and that the said Com-
mittee report to this Convention their opinion of the merits
of said Petition.

Ordered That the Clerk transmit a copy of the above
Resolve, together with a copy of the Petition, to the Com-
mittee of Baltimore County.

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee .be appointed
to consider of the further means of defence necessary for
this Province. . . . .. .

And Mr. T. Johnson, Mr. Goldsborough, Mr. Hollyday,
Mr. Paca, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Tilghman, and Mr. Plater, were
elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose.

On reading a second time the Remonstrance from the
Committee of Observation for Talbot County,

Resolved, That the Fourth Battalion of Militia in said
County be composed of the Companies of the Captains Jo-
seph Bruff, Jacob Gibson, Nathaniel Cooper, John Daugh-
e1"iy James Lloyd, Samuel Abbot, Thomas Gordon, and
Gre~nbury Goldsborough; and that t.he Companies oft~e
Captains James Benson, Henry Banmng, Johrt Rolle; Wzl-
laim Hambleton, William Webb Haddaway, and NIcholas
:Martin, in said County, form the Thirty-Eighth Battalion.

The Remonstrance of the Committee of the Lower Dis-
trict of Frederick County being read a second time,

Resolved, That the same be referred for consideration till
'next session of Convention.

On reading a second time, and considering the Memorial
;of Captain Edward Veazey, ..

Resolved, That the same be reJected.
On reading a second time the Petition of Abraham, Lin-

ganfelter, David Alspaugh, and llenryBarnes, languishing
Debtors .inFrederick County Jail,

Resolved, That the same be referred to the consideration
of the next session of Convention; but that it is in the mean
'time recommended to the several Creditors of said Petition-
ers to accept the composition offered by them, provided the
same be a just and fair one.

The Order of the Day, for taking ihtoconsideration the
late intercepted Letters to Governour E~en, the Proc~ed-
iugs of the .Continental Congress, and of the Council of
Safety.of this Province thereupon, being read,
, Resolved, That this Convention will, on tcrmoITOw,re-
solve itself into a Committee .of the Whole, to consider of
the same.

Conveniltm adjourfi'Still tcrmOITowmomiiig,'nineo'clock.

Tue1K1ay, May 14,1776.

Convention'met. AIl Members pr~serit as on yesterday.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
Mr. Stull, Mr. Allein, and Mr. Nicholson, appeared in

the House.
A Petition from the freemen belonging to the T~enty.,

Ninth Battalion of Militia; II Petition from the Committee
and others, the inhabitants of the Midd]e District of Frede..
rick County; a Letter fi'omCo]onel John Murdock, of the
Twenty-Ninth Battalion; a Pe~itio~ fi'omJaco? Keaport, of
Baltimore County; and an apphcatlon from h'lzchael Cocen--
dofer, of Frederick County, for a sum of money to enable
him to carryon a Stocking Manufactory; were severally
read, and ordered to lie on the table.

On motion, Resolved unanimously, That upon every Vote,
the Deleoates from each County be severally callerl, and the
yeas anl' nays respectively taken, if required by a County,
imd that the same be recorded with the Proceedings of the
Convention. .

Resolved, That all the Votes and Proceedings of the Con-
vention be published, except such as relate to military ope-
rations, and sllch others as shall be particularly ordered not
to be published.

On reading a second time the application of Michael Co-
cendofer,

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to receive all
proposals relative to the establishment of Manufactories, and
report their opinion thereon. .

And Mr. Gilpin, Mr. Rumsey, Mr. Earle, Mr. EWlrlg,
and Mr. Beall, were e1ected by ballot a Committee for that
purpose.

The Petition of Jacob Keaport, of Baltimore County,
being read a second time,

Resolved, That the same be rejected.
Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Convention met.
A Recommendation of Field-Officers, and a Petition 1<:lf

Commissions for said Officers, from the Captains Gilit
Vuzwhan, Micajah Merryman, John Stevenson, (son of Ed-
ward,) John Forster, Stephen Gill, (son of John,) John
Talbot, Edward Cockey, and John Cockey, were read, and
ordered to lie on the table.

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the
late intercepted Letters to Governour Eden, the Proceed-
inO'sof the Continental Congress, and of the Council of
S:fety of this Province, being read, the Convention re-
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider of
the same, Mr. Plater in the chair.

After some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the
chair, and Mr. Plater reported: That the Committee, ae-
cordinO'to order, had taken under their consideration the late
intercebpted Letters to Governour Eden, the Proceedings of
the Continental Congress and of the Council of Safety ther,;-
.upon, but, not being able to go through the same, had dI-
rected him to move for leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Convention will, to-morrow, resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the said Letters and Proceedings.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine 0'c10ck.

Wednesday, May 15, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

. On reading a Letter from Captain John Allen Th07n.0s,
of the Fifth Company of Independent Regular Troops,

Resolved, That a Committeebe appointed to inquireinto
the conduct of Mr. Robert Cummins, and the reason wIlY
he has not supplied the Troops with ~atioiJs,as re&ulate~
at the last Convention, agreeable to hIs confract with the
Council of Safety.

And Mr. &ott, Mr. Rooe, Mr. Plater, Mr. Hooper, and
Mr. Barnes, were elected by ballot a COmmittee for that
purpose.

Whereas it is necessary that the peace and good order of
the Province should be maintained as much as possible;
and it appearing to this Convention that sundry Officers, ap-
pointed for that purpos.e,have refused to take ~pon them ~he
respective trusts to whIch they have been appoInted, allegmg
scruples to take the usual Oaths to the Government, during
the unhappy differences WithGreat Britain:
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Resolved, That the said Oaths be dispensed with during
the said differences; and that the persons already appointed,
or who may hereafter be appointed, do qualify themselves
for their. trusts by taking the respective Oaths of office to
which they are or may be appointed; and all persons con-
cerned, either in administering or taking the said Oath of
office, independent of the said Oaths to the Government,
may rest assured that proper care shall be taken, upon the
settlement of those differences, (an event we most ardently
wish for,) to indemnify them against any penalties directed
by any laws to be inflicted on persons acting as aforesaid
without having fust taken said Oaths.

Ordered, That Captain John Bonnett's Company of Mi-
litia, in the Upper District of Frederick County, be assigned
a Company of Light Inf:tntry to Colonel John Stulfs Bat-
talion, and tliat the Council of Safety issue Commissions to
the Officers of said Company.

A Memorial from the Baltimore Independent Company
of Militia, praying leave to continue and be considered as
an Independent Company of Militia, was read, and ordered
to lie on the table.

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the
late intercepted Letters to Governour Eden, the Proceedings
of the Continental Congress, and of the Council of Safety
of this Province, being read, the Convention rcsolved itself
into a Committee of the Whole, to consider of the same;
Mr. Plater in the chair.

After some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the
chair, and Mr. Plater reported: That the Committee had,
according to order, taken into their consideration the late
intercepted Letters to Governour Eden, the Proceedings of
the Continental Congress, and of the Council of Safety of
this Province thereupon; but not being able to go through
the same, had directed him to move for leave to sit ag!iin.

Resolved, That this Convention will, in the afternoon,
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider
further of the said Letters and Proceedings.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post .Meridiem. Convention met.
The Petitions of Seth Paddock and Daniel Adams, of the

Province of ftfassachusetts-Bay, were severally read, and
ordered to lie on the table.

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the
late intercepted Letters to Governoul' Eden, the Proceed-
ings of the Continental Congress, and of the Council of
Safety of this Province thereupon, being read,

Ordered, That the same be referred for further conside-
ration till to-morrow.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Thursday, May 16, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

The Petition of llunlock Palfrey, of New-England, and
a Petition fi'om the freemen belonging to the Twenty-Ninth
Battalion of Militia, were severally read, and ordered to lie
on the table.

Mr. Nicholas Harwood was appointed Assistant Clerk to
the Convention.

Ordered, That he qualify himself as such by taking the
oath of office and secrecy, as directed to be taken by the
Clerk.

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee of five persons
be appointed to consider of and report proper alterations or
additions to the Resolutions of Convention for encouraging
the making Marine Salt.

And .Mr. T. Johnson, Mr. Plater, Mr. Clwille, .Mr.Han-
dy, Mr. Hooper, and Mr. Jordan, were elected by baUot a
Committee for that purpose.

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed
to consider and report proper alterations or additions to the
Resolutions of Convention for erecting a Powder-Mill; and
that the same Committee also examine the Accounts of the
Supervisors of Saltpetre 'V arks, and report thereon.

And Mr. T. Johnson,. Mr. Rumsey, Mr. Ringgold, Mr.
Gilpin, MI'. Hooper, and Mr. Hooe, were elected by ballot
a Committee for that purpose.

FOURTHSERIES.,-VOL. v.

Certificate of Mr. Harwood's qualification was produced
and filed. .

On reading a second time the Proceedings of the Com-,
mittee of Calvert County, on the complaint of Joseph Wil-
kinson agaim.t James Weems, .

Resolved, That the same be taken into consideration on'
Tnesday next, at nine o'clock in the morning; and that the'
Clerk transmit copies of the above Resolution to the said
Joseph Wilkinson and James Weems, respectively.

On motion, Re,wlved, That one Shilling per day be al-
lowed as a Ration for the Militia of this Province, when.
called into actual service.

On reading a second time the Memorial of the Baltimore
Independent Company, now commanded by Captain John
Sterrett, ~

Resolved, That the same be granted.
On reading a second time the Recommendation of Field-

Officers, and Petition for Commissions for said Officers,
from the Captains Gist Vaughan, Micajah Merryman, John
stevenson, (son of Edward,) John Forster, Stephen Gill,
(son of John,) John Talbott, Edward Cockey, and John.
Cockey,

Resolved, unanimously, That the same be rejected.
Mr. Mackall has leave of absence for a few days.
Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. 1\Iet according to adjournment.
The Petition of Charles Lansdale, of Prince George's

County, was read, and ordered to lie on the table.
Mr. George Brent, a Member for that District of Frede-

rick County which lies to the west of Licking- Creek, ap-
peared and took his seat in the House.

On hearing and considering the Petition of James Hutch-
ings, and the allegations and proofs offered in support there-
of, as well as the allegations and proofs offered by Samuel
Purviance, in defence of his conduct;

Resolved, That the said Samuel Purviance acted in a pub-
lick character, and that the pressing emergency on which he
thus acted renders his conduct blameless.

R~solved, That the said Samuel Purviance be allowed
all just and reasonable expenses attending the complaint ex-
hibited against him by the said Jame,~Hutchings.

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed
to ascertain the same; and Mr. Plater, Mr. Beall, and Mr.
J. T. Chase, were ele~ted by ballot a Committee for that
purpose.

A Petition from John 1J;IcFadon,of Baltimore Town, re-
lative to the establishment of a Linen Manufactory, was read,
and ordered to lie on the table.. .

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the
late intercepted Letters to Governour Eden, the Proceedings
of the Continental Congress, and of the Council of Safety
of this Pro\'ince thereupon, being read,

Ordered, That the same be referred for further considera-
tion till Saturday next.

.

Convention adjourns till Saturday morning, nine o'clock.

Saturday, May 18, 1776.

Convention met. AUl\1embers present as on Thursday,
except Mr. ft'Iackall and Mr. Smith. The Proceedings of
Thursday were read.
,

A Letter from James Duane, Esquire, enclosing Resolu-
tions of Congress, and a Memorial from the freemen of
NorthSusquchannah Hundred, in Cecil County, were seve-
rally r~ad, and ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Grijfith brings in, and delivers to Mr. President, a
Report from the Committee appointed to consider of tho
several Petitions relative to proceedings of Committees of
Observation against Non-Enrollers; which was read, and or-
dered to lie on the table.

Mr. Griffith, Mr. Currer, and Mr. Letherbury, have leave ~

of absence.
The Convention, agreeable to the Order of the Day, took

into their consideration the charges reported against Samuel
Purviance, Jun., of Baltimore Town, and on hearing Mr.
Purviance, and the several witnesses by him produced,

100
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Resolved, That the said Samw:l Purviance, since the
rising of the last Convention, hath usurped a power to direct
the operations of the military force of this Province, at a
time when the Council of Safety (to whom the same solely
and properly belongs, in the recess of Convention) was sit-
.ting, and might, without inconvenience, have been applied
'tQ.

That the said Samuel Purviance, being (at the time of his
'writing the said Letter and giving the said Instructions)
Chairman of the Committee of Baltimore County, did write
the said Letter and give the said Instruction3 under colour
of his said office of Chairman, and as if at the request of the
said Committee; whereas the said Committee were not con-
sulted thereon nor made acquainted therewith.

That the said Samuel Purviance, by writing and speak-
ing, and particularly by a Letter by him written to the Pre-
sident of the Congress, some time about the middle of April
last, hath unjustly represented the Convention and Council
of Safety as irresolute and afraid to execute the trusts repos-
ed in them, and endeavoured to draw a suspicion upon the;n
of a want of spirit and zeal in the execution of their duty.

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the
late intercepted Letters to Governour Eden, the Proceedings
of the Continental Congress, and of the Council of Safety of
this Province thereupon, being read,

Ordered, That the same be referred for further considera-
tion till Monday next.

Convention adjourns till j}londay morning, nine o'clock.

Monday, May 20, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on Saturday,
except Mr. Griffith, Mr. Currer, Mr. Letherbury, 1\Ir. Ty-
ler, and Mr. Lloyd. The Proceedings of Saturday were
read.

Mr. Smith appeared in the House.

The Convention being informed that Elisha Winters, of
Kent County, was willing to contract for the making a quan-
tity of Fire-Arms for the publick,

Resolved, That the terms offered by the said Elisha Win-
ters be referred to the Committee appointed to consider of
the proposals of Henry Hollingsworth.

The President laid before the Convention a Letter from
the Deputies of this Province in Congress, enc]osing the fol-
lowing Resolution, to wit:

"IN CONGRESS,May 15, 1776.-Where:}s his Britannick
Majesty, in conjunction with the Lords and Commons of
Great Britain, has, by a late Act of Parliament, excluded
tbeinhabitants of these United Colonies from the protection
of his Crown: And whereas no answer whatever to the
humble Petitions of the Colonies for redress. of grievances
and reconciliation with Great Britain, has been, or is likely
to be given, but the whole force of that Kingdom, aided by
foreign mercenaries, is to be exerted for the destruction of
the good People of these Colonies: And whereas it appears
absolutely irreconcilable to reason and good consdence for
the Peop]e of these Colonies now to take the oaths and af-
firmations necessary for the support of any government under
the Crown of Great Britain; and it is necessary that the
exercise of every kind of authority under the said Crown
shou.1d be- totally suppressed, and all tbe powers of Govern-
l11ent exerted under the authority of the People of the Colo-
nies, for the preservation ofihternal peace, virtue, and good
order, as well as for the defence of their Jives, liberties, and
properties, against the hostile invasions and cruel depreda-
tions of their enemies:

" Therefore Resolved, That it be recommended to the
respective Assemblies and Conventions of the United Colo-
nies, where no Government sufficient to the exigencies of
their affairs has been hitherto establislwd, to adopt such
Government as shall, in the opinion of the Representatives
of the People, best conduce to the happiness and safety of
their constituents in particular, and America in general.

" Extract from the Minutes:.
"CHARLES THOMSON,Secretary."

Which was read; and thereupon
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to take the

,same into consideration, and report thereon.
And Mr. T. Johnson, Mr. Paca, Mr. Goldsborough, Mr.

H,ollyday, and Mr. Tilghman, were elected by ballot a Com-
nuttee for that purpose.

The Proceedings of the Committee of Observation for
Prince George's County, on the 16th instant, were read,
and ordered to lie on the table.

A Petition from the Merchants of Dorchester County, a
Letter from John Hanson, Jun., of Frederick County, and
a Petition from the Minute Company lately commanded by
Captain William Henry, praying to be established a Com-
pany of Militia, under their late Officers, were severally reCld,
and ordered to lie on the table.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post lJlcridiem. Met according to adjourmpent.

Ordered, That the Muskets made and sent hither by
Henry Yost and John Unsold, of Frederick County, in CQn-
sequence of their respective contracts with the Council of
Safety, on the 28th day of November and 14th of December
last, be retUrned to them as unfit for service, and that they
pay the expense of sending them here.

Mr. T. Johnson brings in and delivers to Mr. President a
Report from the Committee appointed to consider of the
Resolution of Congress of the 15th instant, and report there-
on; which was read, and ordered to lie on the table.

Ordered, That the Committee of Claims estimate and re-
port to the Convention a proper allowance to the Surgeons
and Adjutant who attended the Minute Companies command-
ed by the Captains James Kent and William lIenry, when
ordered on duty to the assistance of Northampton and Ac-
comack Counties, in Virginia.

~

Ordered, Thot the Petition of the Lieutenants Uriah }'qr-,
rest, William Sprigg Bowie, and Benjamin Brooks, against
Captain John Gunby, be postponed for consideration. tiB to-
1110rrow.

On reading a second time the Petition of the freemen be-
Jonging to the Twenty-Ninth Battalion, and considering the
same,

Resolved, That it be dismissed.
On motion, Resolved, That the Council of Safety be em-

powered immediately to contract with proper 11ersom to
raise the Vessels lately sunk in Patapsco River for the
preservation of Baltimore Town, and to rig and put tbose
Vessels in the same state that they were before they were
sunk. And the said Council of Safety, for the time be:ing,
be also empowered to appoint proper persons, (not less than
three,) who, on oath, shall ascertain and return the difference
of value, if any, of the same Vessels, occasioned by the sink-
ing thereof. And that the said Council of Safety pay the
expenses of raising the said Vesse]s, and putting them in
order as aforesaid, 'out of the publick money, as well as any
actual expenses incurred by the owners for wages ClOd
maintenance of the crews of the said Vessels, and a rea-
sonable monthly allowance for the time the Vessels ha V~
been and shall be out of the possession and power of their
owners.

The Order of the Day, for taking Illto consideration the
late intercepted Letters to Governour Eden, the Proceedings
of the Continental Congress, and the Council of Safet)' of
this Province thereupon, being read,

Ordered, That the same be referred for fUrther considl~ra-
tion till to-morrow.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Tuesday, May 21, 1776.

Convention met. All Membcrs present as on yesterday.
The Proceedings of yesterday were read.

Mr. Tyler appeared in the House.
Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay

to Captain William llenry five hundred and forty-four
Pounds fifteen Shillings and six Pence, to discharge the pay
and subsistence of his Minute Company.

The Convention took into their consideration the Report
from the Committee appointed to report on the Resolution
of Congress of the 15th instant, and thereupon came to the
following Resolutions:

Resolved, unanimously, That the People of this Province
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have the sale and exclusive right ofrcgulating the internal
Government and Police of this Province.

Resolved, unanintously, That it is the opinion of this Con-
vention that this Convention hath ample power to draw the
whole force of this Province into action, against the armed
force that is or may be employed to carry into execution the
several unconstitutional and oppressive Acts of the British
Parliament for laying Taxes in America, to enforce the
collection of those Taxes, and for altering and changing the
Constitution and internal Police of some of the United
Colonies.

Resolred, unanimously, That this Pro~'ince hath hitherto
exerted itself, and will, upon all occasions, continue to exert
itself, with cheerfulness and alacrit,}" in the common cause,
agreeable to .the faith pledged in the union of the Colonies:
arid if it shaH appear to this Province necessary to enter
into a further compact with tbe other Colonies, for the
preservation of the constitution~1 rights of America, this
Province will enter into such furtber engagement for that
purpose.

Resolved, unanimously, Tbat this Convention, by a re-
$ol!1tion of the 15th day of this instant, hath made sufficient
PfQvision

.

to prevent a necessity fo
.

l' any person within this
Province now taking the oaths for the support of Govern-
ment under the Crown of Great Britain, and that it is the
opinion of this Convention that it is oot necessary that the
exercise of every kind of authority under the said Crown
should he now totally suppressed in this Province, and all
the powers of Government exerted under the authority of
the People.

Resolved, That the HonourableMatthewTilghman,Esq.,
and Thomas Johnson, Jun., Robert Alexander, Samuel
Chase, Robert G'oldsborough, William Paca, Thomas Stone,
and John Rogers, Esquires, Deputies, now re-elected by
ballot to represent this Province in Congress, be, and they
or any three or more of them are, empowered to represent
this Province in Congress until the end of the next session
of Convention, as fulIy as they might, until the end of this
session of Convention, have done the same under their for-
mer appointment.

Resolved, unanimously, That as this Convention is firmly
persuaded that a reunion with Great Britain on constitu-
tional principles would most effectually secure the rights and
liberties, and increase the strength and promote the happi-
ness of the whole Empire--objects which this Province hath
ever had in view-the said Deputies are bound and directed
to govern themselves by the Instructions given to them
by this Convention, in its session of December last, in the
same manner as if the said Instructions were particularly
repeated.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Convention pro-
~eeded to take into consideration the Petition of Lieutenant
Uriah Forrest, preferred on behalf of himself and Lieute-
nants 1f'illiam Sprigg Bowie and Benjamin Brooks, setting
forth that, from the conduct of their Captain, John Gunby,
of the Second Independent Company, of regular troops,
they had cause to suspect his zeal for the rights and liber-
ties of America, and praying to be removed from said Com-
pany. And on hearing and considering the proofs and aIle-
gations offen~d,as weJJ by the Petitioners as the said John
Gunby,

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this CQnvention that
the said Captain John Gunby, far from having gi,'en any
just cause to suspect his zeal for the rights and liberties of
America, batb, by his conduct, manifested a laudable zeal in
defence of the rights and liberties of America in general,
and this Province in particular.

Resolved therefore, That the.said Petition be rejected.
Mr. Bond has leave of absence for a few days.
The Order of the Day for taking into consideration tbe

late intercepted Letters to Governour Eden, the Proceedings
of the COI\tinental Congress, and of the Council of Safety
of this Province, being read,

Ordered, That the same be referred forfurther considera-
tion till to-morrow.

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the
Proceedings of the Committee of Calvert County, on the
complaint of Joseph Wi7kinson against James TVcems,was
referred for consideratiQntill to-morroW.

Com:ention adjourns tilJ to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.
...

Wednesday, May 22, 1776.

All Members present as on yesterday,
The Proceedings of yesterday werc

Convention met.
except Mr. Potter.
read.

The Committee for that purpose appointed, bring in and'
deliver to Mr. President, a Report on the proposals of IIen--
ry Hollingsworth to manufacture Gun-barrels; also a Re--
port on the terms offered by Elisha Winters, of Chestertown,
in Kent County, to manufacture Fire-Arms; which were
severally read, and ordered to lie on the table.

The Proceedings of the Committee of Baltimore Coun-
ty, on the conduct of Alexander "UcGee; a Petition Ii'om
Joseph Renshaw, of Baltimore County; and a Petition from
the F'reeholders and Associators of Sassafras-Neck, Cecil
County, were severally read, and ordered to lie on the
table.

The Convention, taking into consideration the Resolutions
of Saturday last, on the charge against ~amuel Purviance,
Jun., of BaltimoreTown, ,

Resolved, That Samuel Pur.viance, Jun., be caJ]ed be-
fore this Convention, and be informed by Mr. President of
the Resolutions had on. Saturday last on the articles of
charge against him; and further, that this Convention high-
ly disapprove and condemn his conduct in usurping the
power to direct the operations of the military force of this
Province, and in using his character of Chairman, and en:'
gaging the countenance and promising the protection and
indemnity of the Committee, without the orders of the Com-
mittee, assembled as such. That it appears to this Conven-
tion that the said Samuel Purviance, in his usurpation. of
the power to direct the military force of this Province, was
considerably influenced by a person not residing in this Pro-c
vince, nor having any interest or property therein, and that
it would be of the most dangerous tendency to the peace
of this Province, and to the safety and security of the good
people thereof, to suffer any person or persons, other than
those entrusted with the proper authority by this Province,
and more especially such as do not reside nor have any
interest therein, to interfere in the direction of the internal
affairs, cjvil or military, of said Province. That this Con-
vention hath no intention or desire to prevent any person
fi'OIHfreely examining into the conduct of the Convention,
or any other publick body within this Province, or into the
conduct of any individuals thereof, or to exercise his judg-
rnent, or to communicate his sentiments as to the abilities or
fitness of any man to fill the office to which he is appointed.
That it is necessary, for the purpose of fiJlingthe places of
highest trust with the best and most approved characters in
the community, and for the preservation of publick liberty,
that there should be such free investigations. But that it is
equaJly necessary for maintaining order, that the publick
bodies should not be wantonly and licentiously traduced by
misrepresentations of them and their conduct, to those espe-
ciaJly who stand high in the present system of authority
or command in America. That if the representations of
the said Samuel Purviance concerning the Convention and
Council of Safety to the President of the Congress and
General Lee were true, such representations could not be
serviceable to the publick, because neither the President of
the Congress nor General Lee could displace, nor could
properly have any influence towards displacing any indivi-
dual of either of those bodies, however unequal he might be
to his publick station; but that such representations being
indeed (alse, the calumny might have proved highly preju-
dicial to the cause of America in general, and to this Pro-
vince in particular.

That this Convelltionare therefore of opinion, that justice
would weU warrant a more exemplary punishment to be in-
flicted on the said Sam'ltf,l Purvia'll£c for bis said misdoings j

but that, in consideration of his ac~ive zeal in the common
cause, and. in expectation that he win hereafter conduct
himself with more respect to the publick bQdiesn<~cessarily
entrusted with power, mediately O!,-immediately, by the
people of this Province, and wiII be more attentive to pro- ¥

priety, this Convention hath resolved that the said Samuel
P.ur'via'll£efor his said conduct be censured. and reprimand-
ed, and that Mr. President do from the chair censure and
reprimand him accordingly, and that he be thereupon dis-
charged. -

And thereupon the said Sam'ltf,l Purviance) Jun., being
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called in, and being at the bar of this House, Mr. President
«ommunicated to him the resolve of Convention, and did
censure and reprimand him according1y.

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed
to view and value the Linen manufactured and transmitted
to the Council of Safety by Edward Parker, of Cecil Coun-
ty, in pursuance of his engagement with the Convention, at

,

their session in December last.,

.And Mr. ,Hooe, Mr. Gilpin, Mr. Ewing, Mr. Chamber-
.lame, and Mr. Contee, were elected by ballot a Committee
(or that purpose.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Met according to adjournment.
Mr. Rumsey has leave of absence.
The Committee for that purpose appointed, bring in and

deliver to Mr. President, a Report on the Memorial of Ed-
tvurd Lloyd, Esquire; which was read, and ordered to lie
on the table.

On reading a second time the Proceedings of the Com-
mittee of Observation for Prince George's County, relative
to the Rev. Mr. John Eversfield, ,

Resolved, That in consideration of the age and infirmities

9f the said, John Eversfield, and his want of abilities to exert
any dangerous influence, that he be discharged on paying
the expenses of his confinement.

Mr. T. Johnson brings in and delivers to Mr. President,
a Report from the Committee appointed to consider of and
report proper alterations or additions to the Resolutions of
Convention, for encouraging the making of Marine Salt;.
which was read a first and second time, and thereupon the
Convention, taking the same into consideration,

Resolved, That a publick Salt Work be erected on or near
the Bay, near the mouth of Potomack, and another on the
,Sea-board of this Province; and that the said works be car-
ried on on the publick account, under the management and
direction of such persons as shall be appointed by the Coun-

< cil of Safetyforthe time being; and that anysumof publick
:mqney, not exceeding the sum of five hundred Pounds, may,
by order of the said Council of Safety, be expended in
~recting and carrying on each of the said works. And that
for encouraging private people to set up and carry on Salt
Works, the ~ouncil of Safety, for the time being, may, on
proper security, and such terms as they approve of, advance
of the publick money any sum or sums not exceeding five
hundred Pounds, for erecting and carrying on each of t\VO
or more Salt Works in this Province; so that such advances

. for the enCQuragementof private Salt Works exceed not in
the whole fifteen hundred Pounds, common money; and that
no publick money be advanced for erecting and carrying on
Salt Works under the resolution of Con vention held at An-
napolis, the 26th day of July last.

. On reading a second time the Report from the Committee
appointed to consider the proposals of Henry Hollingsworth,
the Convention took the same into consideration; and there-
upon

Resolved, That the sum of five hundred Pounds be ad-
vanced to the said Henry Hollingsworth, out of the publick
Treasury, he giving bond in double that sum, conditioned
for the payment of the sum so advanced in good substantial
Gun-barrels, that will stand the usual proof, well bored and
ground, three-fourths of an inch in the bore, and three and

: a half feet in t?e barrel, at twenty Shil1ings per barrel; and
good, substantial, well manufactured, and finished steel bay-
onets, at eight Shillings per bayonet, in four months after
the date thereof; and upon completing the said or any sub.
sequent contract for the like purpose, a slim not exceeding
five hundred Pounds, on the like condition, be advanced by
the ConventiQJl or Council of Safety, so long and as often

. ,as they shall think the publick exigency will require it.
Resolved, That as a laudable desire to attain acompetent

;knowledge in the art of making Saltpetre, and to diffuse this
;knowledge as extensively as possible, appears to this Con.
wention to have been the motive that induced the said IIenry
B~llingsworth to incur the expense of thirty Pounds, in
employing a certain John ~Iingle, a man of reputed skill in
the sa,id oosiuess, and he being further encouraged thereto
by the advice and copcurrence of some of the Members

..Qf this Hou$e., that the said expense be allowed in his

general account as Supervisor of the Saltpetre \Vork in
Cecil County.

The Convention took into their cpnsideration a Report
from the said Committee, on the terms offered by Elisha
Winters, of Chestertown, in Kent County, and came to the
following Resolutions thereon, to wit:

Resolved, That the sum of eight hundred and fifty-five
Pounds, common money, be advanced to the said ENsha
Winters, out of the publick Treasury, he giving bond in
double that sum, with sufficient security, conditioned for the
delivery of six hundred stand of Muskets, three-fourth;) of
an inch in the bore and three and a half feet in the barrel;
to be wen stocked with walnut, and well finished with
strong, substantial double-bridled locks, strong brass mount-
ing, substantial steel bayonets and ramrods, and swivels for
slings, agreeable to a sample tbis day produced to the Con-
vention, at the rate of four Pounds five Shillings, common
money, for each Musket so finished; the said Muskets and
accoutrements to be delivered to the order of the Conr.en-
tion, or the Council of Safety of this Province, for the time
being, in the following proportions, to wit: Forty per month
for the first three months from the date of the contract, and
the residue in nine months thereafter, in proportions of not
less than fifty per month; the said Elisha Winters to be
furnished in due time, by order of the Convention or Coun-
cil of Safety for the time being, with barre1s and bayonets,
of the dimensions and quality as aforesaid, at the head of
Elk River, in Cecil County, at the rate of twenty Shillings,
common money, each, for the barrels, and eight Shillin<Ts,
like money, each, for the bayonets. That a further surnoof
four hundred and twenty-seven Pounds ten Shillings, like
money, be advanced him, upon the delivery of three hun-
dred of the said Muskets and accoutrements as aforesaid;
and upon the delivery of the residue, as aforesaid, that the
further sum of four hundred and twenty-seven Pounds ten
Shillings be paid him as the balance of the amount of the
said six hundred Muskets and accoutrements, at four .Pounds
five Shillings, common money, deducting the cost of the
barrels and bayonets as aforesaid.

On motion, Resolved, That all persons employed in the
manufacturing or repairing of Arms for the publick, or in
repairing Arms for the use of the Militia, by order or appoint-
ment of any Field-Officer of the Militia, and all persons who
are personally employed in erecting or working of Powder-
MiJls,or in working in any publick Saltpetre or Marine Salt
Works, carried on for the use and on account of the publick,
shall, during the time they are actually so employed, within
one year next following, be exempt from attending on mus-
ters.

Resolved, That no Muskets or Rifles, except by the
owner thereof on his removal to reside out of this Provinee,
or any Gun-barrels, Gun-locks, or Bayonets, be carried out
of this Province, without the leave of the Councilo(Safety
for the time being.

On reading a second time the Petition of Charles Lands-
dale, of Prince George's County,

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee
appointed to examine the several claims on the Treasury.

A Memorial from Henry Ridgely, of Elkridge, in Anne
Arundel County; a Memorial from Stephen Gartrill, of said
County; and a Petition from Isaac ~'l\ilcHard,of the City of
Annapolis, were severally read, and ordered to lie on the table.

The Committee for that purpose appointed bring in and
deliver to Mr. President the foJlowing Report, to wit:

The Committee appointed to view and value the Linen
manufactured and sent to the Council of Safety by EdwaTd
Parleer, of Cecil County, do report, that seven pieces of
Linen, delivered in to the Comm

.

issary of Stores, containing
two hundred and eighty-one and a half yards, 'are of the
value of three Shillings and six Pence currency per yard;
and that one piece, containing twenty-one yards, is of the
value of two Shillings and three Pence currency per yard.

All which is submitted to the honourable Convention.
Signed per order of the Committee.

N. HA.RWOOD, Clerk.

\Vhich was read and agreed to.
Sundry Remonstrances and Petitions from the Fifth ard

Twentieth Battalions of Militia, in Queen Anne's County,
were read, and ordered to lie on the table.

.
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The. Convention took into consideration the Proceedings
of the Committee of Observation for Calvert County, in the
case of James Weems; and it appearing that the facts stated
in the said Weems's Letter to the said Committee, on the 26th
day of February last, are true,

Resolved, That the said James weems was not guilty of
a breach of the resolve of Qongress, referred to in the Pro-
ceedings of the said Committee, and that the said Committee
erred in the determination by them made.

A Petition from the Officers and Privates thereunto sub-
scribed, of a Company of Militia in Linganore, in the Mid-
dle District of Frederick County, against their Captain,
Basil Dorsey" was read, and ordered to lie on the table.

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the
late intercepted Letters to Go~.ernour Eden, the Proceedings
of the Continl~ntal Congress, and of the Count.:il of Safety
of this Province thereupon, being read, .

Ordered, That the same be referred for further consIdera-
tion till to-morrow.

Convention adjourns tin to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Thursday, May 23, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except :Mr. Bond.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed

to ex.amine into the expenditure of the money placed in the
hands of :Mr. William Lux, as agent for the Ship Defence.
And :Mr. Ring!0.

.

old
.

, Mr. Beall, :Mr. Riclwrdson, Mr.' Jtlur-

,'ay, and Mr. l'urbutt Wrigh.t, were elected by ba1l0t a
Committee for that purpose.

Mr. Baird has leave of absence.

On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed
to consider of the ex.pediency of exempting the Masters and
Scholars of publick and other Schools from attending on
Musters; and Mr. Plater, Mr. &ott, and Mr. T. Johnson
were elected by ballot a Committee for that purpose.

The Order of the Day, for taking into consideration the
latc intercepted Letters to Governour Eden, the Proceedings
of the Continental Congress, and of the Council of Safety of
this Province thereupon, being read, the Convention resolved
itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider of the
same, :Mr. Plater in the chair.

After some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the
chair, a.nd Mr. Plater reported, that. the Committee had,
according to order, taken into their consideration the late
intercepted Letters to Governour Eden, the Proceedings of
the Continental Congress, and of the Council of Safety
{)f this Province thereupon; but not being able to go
through the same, had directed him t{) move for leave to
sit again.

Resolved, That this Convention will, in the afternoon,
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider
further of the said Letters and Proceedings.

Adjourned :till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Met according to adjournment. Mr.
Stnll has leave of absence.

Mr. Ringgold brings in and. delivers to l\fr. President a
.Report from the Committee appointed to report proper alter-
ations and additions to the resolutions of Convention for
erecting a Powder-Mill, and for the examination of the ac-
counts of the Supervisors of publick Saltpetre Works; also
a Report from the Committee appointed to examine into the
conduct of Mr. Cummins, and the reason why he has not

. supplied the Troops with Rations, agreeable to his contract
with the Council of Safety; which were severally read, and
ordered to lie on the table.

Agreeable to order, the Convention resolved itself into a
Committee of the Whole, to consider of the late intercepted
Letters to Governour Edenl the Proceedings of the Conti-
nental Congress, and of the Council of Safety of this Pro-
vince thereupon; Mr. Platcr in the chair.
. After some time spent therein, lVlt. President resumed the
chair, and Mr. P/Q,terreported that the Committee had, ac-
cording to order, taken into their consideration the late inter-
cepted Letters to Governour Eden, the Proceedings of the

Continental Congress, and of tbe Council of Safety of this
Province thereupon; but not being able to go through the
same, had directed him to move for leave to sit again.

Resolved, That this Convention will, on to-morrow, resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consider further of
the said Letters and Proceedings.

On motion, Ordered, That the Commanding Officer of
the Troops at Annapolis permit the bail of James Conway,
a private in Captain Scott's Company, to take the said Con-
way into his possession, in order to be surrendered in dis-
ch~rge of his said bail.

The Committee for that purpose appointed, bring in and
deliver to Mr. President, a Report on the Petition of Basil
Brooke, Jun., which was read, and ordered to lie on the
table.

Mr. Gilp.in, from the Co~mittee appointed to re?eive pro-
posals relative to the estabhshment of Manufactol'les, brmgs
in and delivers to MI'. President, a Report on the Memorial
of Alexander ltJcFadon, of Georgetown, in Frederick Coun-
ty; also a Report from the said Committee relative to a Paper
Manufactory; which were severally read, and ordered to lie
on the table.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Friday, May 24, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
except :Mr.Rumsey, lHr. Baird, Mr. Handy, and Mr. Stull.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
On hearing Mr. DaniellIugh.es, as to the execution of

the contract made by SamuellIughes, on behalf of himself
and the ~aid Daniel Hugltes, for the casting and furnishing
Cannon for the publick,

Resolved, That inquiry be made what is the standard
proof of Cannon contracted for on account of the Conti-
nent, and that the same proof be had of the Cannon to be
furnished by the said Hughcses on their contract.

Resolved, That notwithstanding the said lIugheses ha.ve
not furnished the publick with Cannon within the time they
contracted to do the same, that, on their pursuing the work
with diligence, the Council of Safety for the time being, take
the whole number contracted for on the account and for the
use of the pubJick.

The Petitions of Patrick O'Bryan and John Brown, late
farmers of his Lordship's Quit-Rents iu,.QueenAnne,'s Coun-
ty, were severally read, and ordered to lie Onthe table.

Mr. Ringgold brings' in and delivers to Mr. President a
Report from. the Committee appointed to examine into the
expenditure of the money placed in the hands of Mr. Wil-
liam Lux, as agent for the Ship Defence; which was read,
and ordered to lie on the table.

A Petition from George AM1T!.'I,was read, and ordered to
lie on the table.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, tile Convention re-
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole, to consjder of
the late intercepted Letters to Governour Eden, the Pro-
ceedings of the Continental Congress, and of the Council of
Safety of this Province thereupon; Mr. Plater in the chair.
After sOjlletime spent therein, Mr. President r~sumed )he
chair, and Mr. Plater reported from the Committee several
Resolutions, which were read, and agreed to, and there-
upon,

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that
the Council of Safety of this Province, upon the subject of
the late intercepted Letters to Governour Eden, duly and
properly exercised the powers ddegated to them.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that
upon the evidence before them of the correspondence whjch
his Excellency Governour Eden has, fi'om.time to time, held
with Administration, it does not appear that such correspon-
dence has been with an unfrieridly intent, or calCulated to
countenance any hostile measures against America.

Whereas, by a late intercepted Letter from Lord GeQrge
Germainc, one of the Secretaries of State, to his ExceIJcncy
the Governour, it appears that a great armament of Ian~ ~nd
sea forces was in readiness to proceed to the southward,
in his Lordship's expressions, "in order to attempt the res-
toration of legal Government in that part of America," but
in effect to invade and subdue the Southern Colonies ; which
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nrmamet)t vV.as to proceed in ~he 6rst pJace to North- Caro-
lina, and from th!Jnce either to South-Carolina or Virginia,
as circumstances of greater or less advantage should point
out; if to the latter it might have very important conse-
quences to this Province; and therefore in the said Letter
his Excellency is called on well to consider of every means
by which he may, in conjunction with Lord Dunmore,give
facility and assistance to the operations of the said armament:
And whereas, the Governour must, if he remains in the ex-
ercise of the powers of Governinent, fulfil and execute the
instructiortS of Administration, or hazard the displeasure of
the King, which it cannot be expected he will do: And
whereas, by Act of Assembly of this Province, the powers
of Government, in the absence of the Governour, devolve
upon the President of the Council, and therefore the Go-
vernour's departure cannot occasion a dissolution or suspen-
sion of the present established form of Government within
this PrO\Tince, which this Convention doth not think ought
now to be changed:

Therefore Resolved, That it be signified to the Govern-
our, that the publick quiet and safety, in the judgment of
tnis Convention, require that he lea\'e this Province, and that
be is at full liberty to depart peaceably with his effects.

Upon the last Resolve, the yeas and nays being required,
they were as follow:

FOR THE AFFI~ATIVE.

St. Mary's County. Baltimore County.
Mr.Jordan, - - - aff. Mr. Nicholson,- - aff.

" Barnes, aff." Tolley, - - - aff.
" Plater, - aff. " Chase, aff.
" Ford, aff. Harford County.

Charles County. Mr. Hall, - - - - aff.
,

Mr. Hawkins, aff." Love, aff.
"Hooe, - - - neg. "Dallam, - - - aff:
" J. H. Harrison,- aff: CecilCounty.'

'f W. Harrison, aff. Mr.Veazey,- - - neg.
CalvertCounty. " Gilpin, - - - aff:

Mr. Somerville, - - aff: " Thompson, - - aff:

"
Ga.ntt, aff. " Ewing, - - aff:

" Allein, aff. Queen Anne's County.
Prince George's County. Mr. Hollyday, - - aff:
Mr. Beall, aff. "Tur. Wright, - neg.
" Contee, -.

"' - aff. " Thomas 'V right, aff:
'j Tyler, aff. " Earle, aff.
Anne Arundel County. "Tilghman, - - neg.

1\[1'.Carroll, barrister, aff. Somerset County.

" T. Johnson,- - aff. Mr. G. Dashiell,
'I Paca, aff. " Scott,

Frederick County. " Waters,-
Mr.Bea.tty, - - - aff: WorcesterCounty.
" B. John~,on,- - aff: Mr. Chaille, - - - neg.'
'f, Brent, aff. "Done, aff:

" J. Dashiell, - - aff:
FOR THE NEGATIVE.

Kent CQunty. Dorchester County.
Mr. Buchanan, - - neg. Mr. Goldsborough,~ neg.

" Sudlar,-' - - neg. "Hooper, - - - neg.
" Slubey,- - - neg. "Murray, - - neg
" Ringgold,- - neg. "Ennalls, - - - neg.

Talbot County. CarolineCounty.
Mr. Chamberlaine, - neg. Mr.Richardson,- - aff:
"Thomas, - neg. "Dickinson,- - neg.
"Edmondson, - neg. "Mason, - - - neg.

Resolved, That a Committee or-five persons be appointed
to wait on the Governour, and deliver him copies of the said
Resolutions, together with the following Address, to wit:

To llis. EXcellency ROBERT EDEN, Esquire, Governour of
MARYLAND.

May it please your Excellency:
Weare commanded by the Convention to wait upon your

Excellency, and to communicate to you the resolutions they
have this ,day entered illto; and we are instfIJctedtQH3,~S,ure
your Excellency that the Conventioll entertains a f:tv()ur:\ble
s~nse of your conduct relative to tbe affairs of America,
since the lJohappy differences have subsisted betweel) Grea(
Britain and the United C()lonies, as far as the sam,e bath
come to their, kl)Qwledge, and of their real wishes for your
return to resume the Government of this Province, when~ver
we shaHh:tppily be restored to peace and that CQnnEJCtion

aff.
- neg.

aff.

with Great Britain the interruption and suspension of which
have filled the mind of every good man with the deepest re-
gret. From the disposition your Excellency hath manifested
to promote the re\ll interests, of both countries, the Conven-
tion is induced to entertain the warmest hopes and expecta-
tions that, upon your arrival in England, you will represent
the temper and principles of the people of Maryland with
the same candour you have hith~rto ~hown, and that you will
exert your endeavours to promote a reconciliation. upon term$,
that may be secure and llQnourable both to (lreat BriJain
and America.

Mr. President, Mr. Paca, Mr. T. Joln~sQn, Mr. Plater"
and Mr. Ilollyday, were elected by ballot a Committee ae..
cordingly.

On reading a second time the Report from the Committe~1
appointed to examine into the expenditure of the money
placed in the hands of Mr. Willia.m,Lux, as agent for tho
Ship Defence, .

Resolved, That the same be referred for consideration till
the next session of Convention.

Adjourned tiB three o'clock.

Post ]}[eridiem. Met according to adjournment.
Mr. HarrisQn has leave of absence.., . ... . .

It being represented to this Convention that an appeal
lately depending in the FJ;igh Court of Appeals, between
Pellett and others, appellants" and Robert Long's lessee,
appellee, is lately dismissed, because the same could 110t
longer continue, in the absence of the appellants' counseJ,
who was necessarily attending the publick business as a
Representative in Convention; and because it is fit and
proper that equal justice should be done all in allY general
provision that may be made to aid the proceedings in
Courts, and prevent the loss of suits which have continued,
or may continue, from the present disturbed state of affair1;,
longer than the law allows;

It is therefore Resolved, That no execution issue on tho
original judgment from which the said appeal was granted,
or on the said dismissal, until the general state of the suits
depe!lding in the Courts shall, be considered, and remed,r
provided or refused to be provided to prevent their discon-
tinuance or dismis~al because of their tOOlong continuance;
and that if any execution hath issued or should issue con-
trary hereto, the same be not served.

An application from Doctor Charles Alexa.nder Warfield,
of Anne Arundel Coupty, for the sum of six hundred Pounr!:;,
to enable him to. carry on a Saltpetre Manufactory, was read,
and ordered tQ lie.on tbe table.

Mr. Plater brings in and delivers to Mr. President a Re-
port from the CommiHee appointed to consider of the expe-
diency of exempting the .Mast~rs and Scholars of publick
and other Schools from attendmg on Musters; which was
read, and ordered to lie on the table,

A Memorial from Major Thomas Price, on behalf of him-
self and the Officers of the ,Rifle Company fi'omthis Pro-
vince in the Continental service, was read, and ordered 1:0'
lie on the table.

On motion, Resolved, That a Court of Admiralty be
erected for the purpose of determining upon such Captures
and Seizures of Vessels as are or shall be made according
to the late resolves of the COI)tinentalCongress upon that
subject, and brought into this Province.

Resolved, That a Committ.ee, to consist of five persons,
be appointed to devise a proper establishment for such Court'
of AumiraIty.

And ~lr. T. John.wn, Mr. Paca, Mr. Plater, Mr. J. T.
Chase, and Mr. Hooe, were elected, by ballot, a Committeo
accordingly.

A Memorial from the Officers of the BMtfJ.1io,nQf R~glll-
lars stationed.at Annapolis, was read a first and second time,
and referred to the consideration of a Committee for that
purpose to be elected. ,

'Mr. lIollyday, Mr. Goldsborough, and Mr. Tilghman,
were elected, by ballot, a CQmmit.teeaccordingly.

.

Op motion, Resolved, That the appointment of Fie1d-
Officers for the Militia in Kent, COWltybe postpon()d till the
next sessioI}of C~mve()tioQ.

'

'T\1e ConventiQ(l proceeded to banot for Field-Officers 10r
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the Militia in Baltimore County, when the following persons
were elected, to wit:

Gunpowder Battalion: Walter Tolley, Junior, Colonel;
Darby Lnx, Lieutenant-Colonel; James Gittings, First
:Major; Thomas Sollers, Second Major; Benjamin Rogers,
Quartermaster.

Soldier's Delight Battalion: Thomas Gist, Sen., Colo-
Del; Samuel Owings, Lieutenant-Colonel; John Craddock,
First Major ;lsaac Hammond, Second Major; Joseph Gist,
Quartermaster.

Baltimore Town Battalion: William Buchanan, Colonel;
John Moale, Lieutenant-Colonel; Benjamin Nicholson, First
Major; Thomas Jones, Second Major; James Calhoun,Quar-
termaster.

Convention adjourns till to-morrow morning, nine o'clock.

Saturday, May 25, 1776.

Convention met. All Members present as on yesterday,
~xcept Mr. Ringgold and 1\11'.William Harrison.

The Proceedings of yesterday were read.
On motion, Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to

prepare a Passport for his Excellency Governour Eden,
and to draft a Letter to the Committee of Safuty of Vir-
gmw. .

And Mr. Paca, Mr. T. Johnson, and Mr. Hollyday, were
dected, by ballot, a Committee for that purpose.

Mr. Handy appeared in the House.

Mr. Ewing has leave of absence.

Mr. Hollyday brings in and delivers to Mr. President a
Report from the Committee to whom the Memorial of the
Battalion of Regulars Was referred; which was read, and
Qrdered lie on the table.

Mr. Paca brings il) al)d delivers to Mr. President a Re-
port f(Om the Committee appointed to devise a proper esta-
blishment of a Court of Admiralty, for the trial of such
Captures and Seizures as may be made pursuant to the
late resolves of the Coutinental Congress on that subject,
and brought irito any Port or District within this Province;
which was read, and ordered to lie on the table.

A Memorial from Captain George Stricker was read, and
ordered to lie on the table.

Mr. Turbutt Wright has leave of absence.

The Convention took into their consideration the Report
from the Committee appointed to devise a proper establish-
ment k)r a Court of Admiralty, for the trial of such Cap-
mres anp Seizures as are or may be made pursuant to the
late resolves of the Continental Congress On that subject,
and brought into any Port or District within this Province,
and thereupon came to the following Resolutions, to wit:

Resolved, That a Court of Admiralty be established for
the trial of such captures and seizures, with full power to
take cognizance of all libels on account of snch captures and
seizures, and to proceed to a final determination and decree
thereupon; which Couit shall consist of a Judge to hear
and determine, a Register to record the proceedings, and a
Marshal to call the said Court and execute the several pro-
cesses thereof; the said Judge to be nominated and commis-
sioned by the Convention, or, in the recess thereof, to be
nominated and commissioned by the Conncil of Safety for
the time being; and the said Register and Marshal to be
nominated and appointed by the Judge of the said Court.
The commission of the said Judge, and. the nomination and
appointment of the said Register and Marshal, to be during
the will and pleasure of the Convention for the time being.
The process. and form of proceeding to be as usual in the
Courts of Admiralty; but if either libellant or. defendant, on
any controverted material fact between them, demand a trial
of the said fact by a jury, in such case shall order and direct
the Marsha] to summon, out of the neighbourhood where the
Court is held, a jury of freeholders, to find and say the truth
of the said fact on oath; and upon the verdict of the said jury,
shall pronounce his decree accordingly; the final determi-
nation and decree of the said Judge to be subject to such
Ilppeal, and in such manner, as recommended in the reso-

. lutions aforesaid of the Congress. The fees for proceedings
in this Conrt to be the same with the fees heretofore allowed
the Court of AdmiraJty by an act passed in 1763, entitled
"An act for amending the staple of Tobacco, &c. j" the said
fees to be paid il) money at the rate of twelve shillings and

six pence, common money, per hundred; and tne allowance5
to juries and witnesses to be the same as heretofore made to
juries and witnesses in the common-law County COUttsor
this Province. This Conrt to be held at such place as the
Jud<re shall think convenient for the trial of such captures
anl'seizures as are Or shall be made as aforesaid.

William Hayward, Esq., was unanimously elected Judge
of the said Court of Admiralty.

The Committee for that purpose appointed, bring in a
Passport for his Excellency Governour Eden, and a draft of
a Letter to the Committee of Safety of Virginia; which were
read, and agreed to.

Adjourned till three o'clock.

Post Meridiem. Met according to adjournment.
Whereas his Britannick Majesty King George has prose-

cuted, and still prosecutes, a crud and unjust war against
the British Colonies in America, and has acceded to acts
of Parliament, declaring the People of the said Coloni~
il) actual rebellion: And whereas the good People of dns
Province have taken up arms to defend their rights and
liberties, and to repel the hostilities carrying on against them,
and whilst engaged in such a contest, caonot, with any sin-
cerity or devotion of heart, pray for the sucCessof his Ma-
jesty's arms:

Therefore Resolved, That every Prayer and Petition for
the King's Majesty, in the Book of Commol) Prayer and
administration of the Sacraments, and other rites and cere-.
monies of the Church, according to the uSe of the Church of
England, except the second Colll~ctforthe Kin~ iil the Com-
munion service, be hel)ceforth omitted in all Churches and
Chapels in this Province, until our unhappy differences are
ended.

On reading a second time the Report from the ComI?ittee
to whom the Memorial of the Officers of the BattalIon of
Regulars was referred, the Convention took the same into.
consideration,

And thereupon Resolved, That it will be most conducive
to the publick service, that the Council of Safety be at
liberty to prefer such persons as shall appear to them to be
most meritorious; in which promotions the Convention doubt
not the Council will give a proper attention to justice.

That as the contract for furnishing the troops with ra-
tions includes the oftlcers, as well as privates, and the
emoluments of the contractor being to arise upon his fur-
nishing the rations in specie, the officers cannot be allowed
the a!ternati~'e of receiving the ration or cash, during the
subsistence of the present contract, without a breach thereof
on the part of the publick.

. That no person or persons shall, afterthe 1st day of Jun~
next, deal or barter with any private soldier, knowjn~ him to
be such, without the license in writing of the Colonel or
Major of the Battalion, or Captain, or commanding officer
for the time being, of the company or party to which such
soldier shall belong, under the penalty of such sum, not ex-
ceeding fifty shillings, common money, as shall be adjudged
by the Committee of Observation for the County where
such soldier shall be stationed, or where the oftender shall
reside. And that upon complaint of the Colonel, Major,
Captain, or odicI' commanding officer, as aforesaid, to sucn
Committee, of any breach of this resolve, the said Com-
mittee shall have power to call the offender before them,
and, upon inquiry into the complaint and conviction of th~
offender, to impose such fine upon him or her as in their
discretion they shall adjudge, not exceeding the said sum
of fifty shillings. And, upon non-payment thereof, may,
by warrant under their hands, empower any person they
shalljudge proper to levy the same, by distress and sale of
the goods of the offender; which fine, when so levied, shaU
be paid into the hands of the Captain or cominanding offi-
cer for the time being of the company or party to which
such soldier shall belong, and by him paid to the Treasurer
of that Sbore where the offence shall be committed.

That a Court-Martial shall be empowered to punish theft,'
committed by any soldierinlisted in the service of this Pro-
vince, by fine, not exceeding forty shillings, common money. .

or by whipping on the bare back, not exceeding thirty-nine
lashes, for anyone offence, at the discretion of such Court-
Martial.

On motion, Resolved, That it be recommended to the
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Committees of Observation to require the owners of Cattle
kept 00 the Islands, where they may think such Cattle will
probably otherwise fall into the hands of the enemy, to re-
move such Cattle, and afford them the necessary assistance
to do the same.

The Convention took into consideration the Report from
the Committee appointed to consider the expediency of ex-
empting the Masters and SchoJars of publick and private
Schools from attending Musters; and thereupon

Resolved, That the Masters and Scholars of the several
Schools, both publick and private, in the Province of Mary":
land, except the Masters and Scholars of the .Free-School at
Chestertown, in Kellt County, shall hereafter be exempted
from exercising, either in the several Militia Companies
wherein they are or may be enrolled, or in Battalion upon
Battalion days; and instead thereof, shaH exercise in Com-
panies, whereof the Masters and Tutors shall act as officers,
at least once every week: it being the sense of this Con-
vention, that the Masters and Scholars shall be exempted
fi'Om exercising with the Militia; but tbat no Master or
Scholar between the ages of sixteen and fifty, shall be ex-
empted from enrolling in the Militia, and, upon an alarm,
111arching with the respective Companies in which they
now are, or may be enrolled.

On reading a secood time the Report fi'om the Commit-
tee appointed to consider and report proper alterations and
additions to the Resolves of Convention for erecting a Pow-
der-Mill, and for examination of the Accounts of the Super-
visors of the publick Saltpetre Works; the Convention took
the same into consideration, and came to the following Re-
solutions thereon:

Whereas at a Convention held at Annapolis, the 26th
day of July last, it was resolved that a sum not exceeding one
thousand Pounds, common money, should be appropriated for
erecting and working a Powder-l\IiJl, on the account of this
~rovince; and, by a resolution of the last session ofConven-
tion, the Council of Safety were empowered to advance on
loan for two years without interest, on bond with good seCU-
rity, any part of the said one thousand Pounds to such person
or persons as would undertake and give good security for
erecting and working a Powder-Mill, on the terms in the
same resolution mentioned; the same Powder-Mill to be
erected within fourteen and not less than six miles /i'om Bal-
timore Town; but no contract ha ving been yet made for erect-
ing a Powder-Mill in this Province, owing in some measure
to the limitation of the distance fi'om Baltimore Town, within
which the said Powder-Mill is directed to be built, and be-
cause it is hoped and expected that a greater quantity of
Saltpetre will be manufactured in this Province than can be
made into Gunpowder at one Mill, and one :Mill cannot
make a sufficient quantity of Gunpowder for the use of the
inhabitants of this Province:

It is therefore Resolved, That the said one thousand
Pounds"or any part thereof that may be necessary, be ap-
pEed and expended by the Council of Safety for the time
being, in erecting and working a Powder-Mill within this
l?rovince, on account of the publick. And that a sum of
money, not exceeding. five hundred Pounds, be advanced by
tbe Council of Safety for the time being, to any person who
will undertake and give security for erecting a Powder-Mill
a..t any place within this Province, which shall be thought
proper by the Council of Safety, on the terms of the said
resolution of the last session of Convention..

And ~o encourage and induce the good people of this
Province to make Crude Nitre,

.~ It is Resolved, That to every person who will carry in
and deliver at the said publick Powder-Mill, within one
year next after the same shall begin to work, any quantity of
good Crude Nitre manufactured within this Province, there
shall be delivered good Gunpowder, after the rate of three-
quarters of a pound of Powder for one pound of good Crude
Nitre.

That instead of the two Shillings per pound, directed to
be paid. by the Supervisors of Saltpetre Works, to private
persons manufacturing and delivering Crude Nitre, there be
allowed and paid after the rate of three Shillings and nine
Pence for every pound of good Crude Nitre so manufactur-
ed and delivered;

, And whereas the several Supervisors of the publick Salt-
petre Works, except those of Kent, Queen Alme's, Prince

George's, and Calvert Counties, have omitted to lay their
Accounts before tbis Convention;

It is Resolved, That the examination of such Accounts lay
over to the next session of Convention, and that the Super-
visors be, and they are hereby, directed to lay a full state of
their Accounts, and the success of die works under their
care, before this Convention at thejr next sitting.

The Convention took into their consideration a Report
from the Committee appointed to receive proposals relative to'
the establishment of Manufactories within this Province; and
thereupon

Resolved, That the sum of three hundred Pounds, com-
mon money, without interest, until the first day of May next,
be ad vanced to Alexander j}~cFadon, of Georgetown, ill
Frederick County, he giving bond, with good security, to
make a retmn or payment thereof in good Linen, of such
quality as this or a future Convention, or, in their recess, the
Council of Safety of this Province, shall and may order and
direct, in the proportions and at the times following, to wit:
one-third part thereof on or before the 1st day of .IVovcrnbcr
next, and the remainder on or before the 1st day of May
ensuing, at such rates and prices as may be allowed by the
said Convention, or the Council of Safety .in the recm,s,

thereof.. Resolved, That the Council of Safety of this Province be
empowered to advance to Edward Parker, of Cecil County,
any sum of money not exceeding three hundred Pounds,
common money, on his complying with his former contract,
on the terms and conditions, and for the purposes in his said
former contract mentioned, so long a'nd as often as the said
Council of Safety shall conceive the publick exigencies shall
require the same.

On reading a second time the report from the Committee
appointed to devise ways and means for the establishment
of a.Paper Manufactory, the Convention took the same into
consideration; and thereupon

Resolved, That the sum of four hundred Pounds, com-
mon money, be advanced to James Dorsett, of Baltimore
County, he giving bond with sufficient security to repay the
same within two years, without interest, either in cash, or
Writing or Cartridge-Paper, or in such proportions of each
as this or a future Convention, or Council of Safety in their
recess, shall direct and order; that is to say: one-third part
thereof within twelve months, and the other two-thirds
within two years from the date of said bond; he at the same
time engaging to build a Mill for that purpose within six.
months from the date of his said contract; and to sell to the
inhabitants of this Province any kind of paper which he
may make as cheap as the same can or shall be sold at any
:Mill in the Pl'Ovince of Pennsylvania.

Edward Lloyd, of Talbot County, Barnaby Egan and
Basil Brooke, Jun., of Calvert County, William Faris and
John Brewer, of Anne Arundel County, and George French
and Joshua Tess/ill, of Frederick'County, having applied to
this Convention to be relieved fi'om the fine assessed 011
them respectively for not enrolling, and this Convention not
having time now fully to examine into the merits of the
several applications,

Resolved, That the Committees forbear to levy the said
fines until the end of the next session of Convention, and to
stay all further proceedings therein.

On motion, Resolved, That a Paymaster be appointed
for the Eastern-Shore, and that he be allowed the sum of
twelve Dollars per mon'th, for executing the said office.
. Resolved, That the said Paymaster, before he enter upon
the execUtion of his office, give bond, with sufficient secu.-
rity, in the sum of five thousand Pounds, current money,
payable to the Honourable ]teatthew Tilghman and Jaws
Lloyd Chamberlaine, Esquires, for the due execution of his
said office.

Resolved, That the sum of twelve Dollars per month be
from henceforth deducted from the salary of the PaymastEr
of the Western-Shore.

Mr. Robert Lloyd Nicok was elected by ballot to the
said office of Paymaster for the Eastern-Shore.

Whereas, it is highly necessary that regular and metho-
dical accounts of all publick moneys should be kept, thRt
the due expenditure thereof may at all times be readily
evinced:
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It is Resolved, That a Committee, or Board, of two persons,
be appointed, who shall and may; in the recess of Convention,
cause a set of books to be opened, and proper accounts to
be raised, entered, and made up, of the expenditure, loan,
or other disposition of all puhlick moneys, by or under the
authority of Convention; and for that purpose, that the said
Committee, or Board, be empowered to appoint and employ
a skilful accountant. Each of the said two persons to be
allowed fourteen Shillings for every day he shall be em-
ployed in the service aforesaid; and the said accountant
to be allowed and paid such reasonable reward as the said
Committee, or Board, shaH agree for with him.

Mr. Ringgold and Mr. Richardson were elected by bal-
lot to compose the said Board.

It is declared that the Captain of the Company of Light
Infantry, having an elder commission, is entitled ta and hath
precedence of any Captain having a commission of a later
date.

The Convention having, on motion, considered the situa-
tion of the officers and privates of Captains Barnes and
Elliott's Companies of Militia, in Kent Island, do

llesolve, That the said Companies be not hereafter obliged
to join in Battalion off the said Island, unless when the pub-
lick service may require that they should march to some
other part of this Province, anything in the proceedings of
the last Convention, or the Committee of Observation for
Queen Anne's County, notwithstanding.

Resolt'ed, That the said t\Vo Companies meet and exer-
cise together at such times and places, on the said Island, as
the Field-Officers of the Battalion to which they belong
shall appoint, not oftener than once in every week, nor sel-
domer than once in every two months, the day of their ex-
ercising together being accounted as the day of exercise for
the week.

Resolved, That Captain George Noble Sweat's Company
of Militia in Queen Anne's County, be added to the Twen-
tieth Battalion of Militia of this Province.

On motion, Resolved, That. all Petitions, Applications,

and Reports to Convention this present session, and all Pe-
titions, A ppEcations, and Reports to Convention in their
last session, whereon no final order hath been made, be re-
ferred for consideration to the next session of Convention.

On motion, Resolved, That nine persons, (five of whom
residing on the 1Yestern, and four on the Eastern-Shm'e,) be
elected by ballot a Council of Safety, and be and continue
such ooiil the end of the next session of Convention; and
that until that time they, or any four or more of them, having
taken the oath prescribed to be taken by the Council of Safety,
by a resolution of the last session of Convention, shall have
and exercise the like and same powers as the present Council
of Safety had or might exercise under the resolutions of the
last session of Convention, from the time of their appoint-
ment until the end of this session.

The ballots being accordingly taken, Daniel of &.
Thomas Jenifer, Charles Carroll, Barrister, John Hall,
Benjamin Rumsey, and George Plater, Esquires, of the
Western-Shore, and James Tilghman, Thomas Smyth, Tho-
mas Bedingfield Hands, and William Hayward, Esquires,
of the Eastern-Shore, appeared to be and were declared
duly elected.

Resolved, That each Member of the Council of Safety
be allowed and paid fourteen Shillings, common money, out
of the Treasury of this Province, for every day such Mem- .

ber shall sit, or be absent from home on pub lick business.

The Journal of Accounts was rE:ad and assented to.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Western-Shore pay
the several sums allowed in the same. .

Ordered, That James Hollyday and Jeremiah Townley
Chase, Esquires, revise the Journal of the Proceedings of
this Convention.

The Convention adjourns till the first Monday in August
next, to sit at this place; but the Council of Safety may
convene the Convention at any other time or place, if they
shall judge it necessary.

Signed by order of the 'Convention,
G ABRIELDUVALL, Clerk.

.

CONNE CTICUT ASSEM13L Y.

At a General Assembly of the Governour and Company
of the English Colony of Connecticut, in New-England, in
America, holden at Hartford, in said Colony, on the second
Thursday of May, (being the ninth day of said month,)
and continued, hy several adjournments, until the eighth
day of June following,Anno Domini 1776-Present:

The Hon. Jonathan Trumbull, Esq., Governour.
The Hon. Matthew Griswold, Esq., Deputy Governour.
Jabez Hamlin, Esq.,

1

Elisha Sheld.on, Esq.,
Eliphalet Dyer, Esq.,

A
.

t tT b H
. E SSISan s.Ja ez unttn/{ton, sq., .

T'Villiam Pithn, Esq.,
Abraham Dal!enport, Esq., J
Representatives or Deputies of the Freemen of the seve-

ral Towns are a~,follows, viz :
FOR HARTFoRD.-Colonel John Pitkin, Colonel Thomas

Seymour.
FOR WlNDSoR..-Captain Josiah Bissel, Captain Henry

Allyn.
FOR SYMSBuRy.-Captain Judah Holcomb, Mr. Benjamin

Farnham.
FOR EAST-WINDSOR.-Colonel Erastus TYolcott, Mr. Be-

noni Olcott.
FOR HADDAM.--Captain Joseph Brooks, Mr. Phinehas

Braynerd.
FOR F ARMINGToN.-Captain Selah Hart, Colonel Fisher

Gay.
FOR SOMERs.-Mr. Reuben Sikes, Captain Abiel Pease.
FOR STAFFORD.-Colonel Stephen Moulton, Captain John

Davis.
FOR TOLLAND.--CoionelSamuel Chapman, Captain Solo-

rrwn Wells.
FOR GLASTENBURY.-Mr.Ebenezer Plummer, Mr. Ely'ah

Hollister.
FOR EAsT-HADDAM.-Mr. Daniel Brainard, :.vIr.Jabez

Chapman.
FOURTHSERIES.-VOL. v.

FOR COLCHESTER.-Mr.Daniel Foot, Captain Peter BuTk-
ley.

FOR WILLINGTON.-Major Ely'ah Fenton, Captain Timo-
thy Pearl.

FOR ENFIELD.-Major Nathaniel Terry, Mr. Nathaniel
Chapin.

FOR BOLToN.-Mr. Benjamin Trumbull, Mr. Seth Kinfl'.
FOR MIDDLETowN.-Mr. Titus Hosmer, Colonel Comfort

SafJ'e.
FOR WEA'rHERsFIELD.-MajorJohn Chester, Colonel Tho-

mas Belden.
FOR HEBRoN.-Captain Obadiah Hosford, Mr. Neziah

Bliss.
FOR SUFFIELD.-Captain John Harman, Captain Abraham

Granger.
. FOR CHATHAM.-Mr. Ebenezer White, Major John Pen-

field.
FOR NEw-HAvEN.-Mr. Samuel Bishop, Jun., Colonel Jo-

nathan Fitch.
FOR WALLINGE'ORD.-Mr. Samuel Beach, Mr. Oliver

Stanly.
FOR GUILFoRD.-Colonel Andrew Ward, Jun., Mr. John

Burgess.
FOR DERBy.-Captain John Holbrook, Mr. Eliphalet

Hotchkiss.
FOR 'Y ATERBURy.-Mr: Joseph Hopkins, Captain Ezra

Brownson.
FOR MILFoRD.-Mr. Ephraim Strong, Captain Isadc

Miles.
FOR BRANFoRD.-Captain Edward Russell, Major Wil-

liam Douglass.
FOR DURHAM.-Colonel Elihu Chauncey, Colonel James

Wadsworth. .
FOR NEw-LoNDoN.-Ridard Law, Esq., Mr. ffTilliam

Hillhouse.
FOR NORWICH.-J\fr. Benjamin Huntington, Mr. Rufus

Lathrop.
FOR Imm.-Major Samuel Selden, Mr. Marshfield Par-

sons.
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FOR KILLINGWORTH.-Mr. Stephen Wilcox, Mr. Heze7ciah
Lane.

FOR GROToN.-Captain William Ledyard, Captain Bena-
dam Gallop.

FOIt STONINGTON.-Mr. John Dean, Major Charles Phelps.
FOR SAYBROoK.-Captain Samuel Sh~Jman, Colonel1Vil-

liam Worthington.
FOR PItESToN.-Captain Jereml:ah Halsey, Mr. Samuel

Tyler.
FOR F AIltFIELD.-Mr. Samuel Squier, Mr. Thaddeus Burr.
FOR NORwALK.-Colonel Thomas Fitch, Mr. Thaddez!-s

Betts.
FOR RIDGEFIELD.-Mr. Samuel Olmstead, Colonel Philip

Burr Bradley. .
FOR STAMFoRD.-Colonel David TVaterbury, Mr. Benjamin

Weed.
FOR STRATFoRD.-Captain Robert Fairchild, Colonel Icha-

bod Lewis.
FOR N}~w-F AIltFJELD.-l\Ir. Ephraim Hubbel, Captain Ne-

hemiah Beardsley.
FOR 'GREENwIcH.-Colonel John ~lead, Dr. Amos Mead.
FOR DANBURy.-Colonel Joseph Hall Cook, Captain Da-

niel Taylor.
A . A fibZ ' h

.
;"7 1 Offi . h . C 7

F R 1\!r TT k
.

h C< ,F, d 1\ [ C' th C'
n ct or estals wg .Lwva tccrs tn t IS o~ony.

. OR EDDING.-J,Ur. neze W 0a1Vor, 1,\r. ,-,e Qan- .
ford. Be it ena~ted ~y the Governour, Council, and House of

FOR W INDHAM.-Colonel Jedediah Elderkin, Mr. Samuel Representatwes tn General Court assemblfd, and by t.~e
TVcbb. authority of the same, That the Governour, for the time

FOR LEBANoN.-Colonel William TVilliams, Captain Jere- being, shall be Naval Officer in this Colony.

miah j}[ason. . And be it further enactedby the authority aforesaid,
FOR M ANSFIELD.-Colonel F.xperience Storr.~, Captain That there shan be kept at the Port of New-London. o'~e

Amariah Williams. Naval Officer; at the Port of New-H(1)en, one other Nanl
FOR CANTERBuRy.-Mr. David Payne, Mr. John Har- Officer; at the Port of Middletown, one other Naval OfIi-

meek.
c cer; and at the Port of Norwalk, one other Naval Officer;

FOR POMFRET.-Mr. Thomas Willimns, Mr.1'1athan Frink and that the Governour, for the time being, depute some
FOR ASHFoRD.-Captain Benjamin Sumner, Mr. Ezra proper person, at ,each of ~aid Ports, ~s Naval Officers;

Smith. and take bond, wIth sufficient surety, m the sum of one
FOR VOLUNTOWN.-Captain John Gordon, Mr. Ezra thousand Pounds, for ~he faithful discharge of their duty

Crary. therein, to enter and cle~r ~ut Vesse\s and their cargoes;
FOR W oODsTocK.-Captain Elisha Child, Mr. William and to. do and act therem' m s~ch way and ma,nner, and

Skinner. accordmg to such rules as to theIr offices aforesaId respec-
FOR PLAINFIELD.-Captain Andrew Backus, Mr. Joshua tively appertain.

Dunlap.
.

Whereas, it is recommend~d by the ?onourabl.e Contine~tal

FOR KILLINGLy.-Captain Stephen Crosby Mr. Daniel Congress to the several Legislatures III the Umted ColoDJ<"s,
Watrous. ' as soon as possible to erect Courts @fJustice, or give juris-

FOR COVENTR¥.-l\fr. Ebenezer KingsbuT'lj Mr. Ephraim diction to the Courts now in being, for the purpose of detl'r-
Root. ' mining concerning captures, &c., and to provide that aU

FOR LITCBFIELD.-Mr. Jedediah Strong, Mr. Abraham trials in such case be had by a Jury, under such qualifications
Bradley. as to t~e respective Legislatures shall seem expedient.:

FOR W OODBuRY.-Mr. Daniel Sherman, Captain Increa,~e Be ~t therefore enacted by the Governour, Councd, and
!f:toseley. Repre~entatives in Gfneral Court assen:ble~, and by tile

FOR SHARON.-:;\1r. John Canfield, Captain Caleb Jewet. ~uth?nty of the same, That the respective C.Olmty Courts
FOR TORRINGToN.-Mr. Ephraim Bancroft, Captain Shu- .m thIs Col?ny be, and they ~re hereby, al~thol'lzed, em pow-

bael Griswold. ered, constituted, and appomted to try, Judge, and detc~r-
FOR SALISBURy.-Captain Abiel Camp, Colonel Joshua mine, by Jury or otherwise, as in other eases, concerning all

Porter. captures that have or shall be taken and brought intv said
FOR CORNWALL.-Mr. Edward Rogers, lVTr.John Pearce. respective Counties; a.nd that the civil law, the Ia\vs ?f
FOR NEw-HARTFoRD.-Captain it/atthew Gilldt Captain nations, and the resolutIons of Congress, be the rule of thmr

Isaac Kello(1'. 'adjudications, determinations, and proceedings therein; and
FOR GOSHEN~-COI. Ebenezer Norton, Mr. Asaph Hall. said respective Cou~ty Courts are. hereby authorized. and
FOR KENT.-Captain Jethro Hatch, Capt. itloses Averill. empowered to constitute and appomt such proper ,ofhcers
FOR WEsnroRELAND.-Mr. John Jenleins, Captain Solo- under them as they shaJl find necessary and expedIent for

m.an Sirona'. the purposes aforesaid.
FOR CANAA~.-Captain John Ensign, Capt. John Watson. Be it fUTther enacted by the. authority aforesaid, That
FOR NEw-MILFoItD.-Major Samuel Canfield Captain appeals be allowed to tbe Contmental Congress, under :the

Sherman Boardman. ' restrictions and agreeable to the directions and resolves of
FOR RmwINToN.-Captain John Willson, Mr. Josiah S'aid Congress; and that the fees for said Court, and the

Phelps. respective officers thereof, be reasonable, and such as are

Erastll$ Wolcott, Es q. S caker of the House of Re re- c~stomary in, the neighbouring Colonies, or I~ay be e~.ta-

t t" 1i"t lit ' ~ CI I
P bhshed by said Congress; and tbe Judge of said respectivesen a lves ; t us osmer, sq., er~.

County Courts is hereby authorized to call said COllrt for
This day being appointed, by the Royal Charter and the said purpose, at any place within the respeclive COl,lntie,: as

laws of this CQJony, for the election of the pubJick Officers shaH be most convenient and expedient.
of the Colony, viz: Governour, Deputy Governour, Assis-
tants, Treasurer, and Secretary, proclamation was made in
manner accustomed, and then the votes of the Freemen
were given in to the persons appointed by the Assembly to
recein, sort, and count them, and to declare the names of
such persons as shall be chosen to any of the forementioned
offiees, according to law; whieh persons, so appointed,
were Jabez HamHn, Elisha Sheldon, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez
Huntington, Abraham Davenport, Esquires, Colonel Tho-

mas Seymour, Major John Chester, Mr. Oliver Stanley, Colo-
nel An([Tew Ward, Jun., Mr. William Hillhouse, MI'. RufwJ
Lathrop, Colonel Thomas Fitch, Dr. Thaddeus Betts, Mr.
Samuel Webb, Mr. Ebenezer Kingsbury, Colonel Joshua
Porter, Mr. John Canfield; who were all sworn to a faitb-
ful discharge of that trust.

And the votes of the Freemen being brought in, sorted,
and counted,

The Honourable Jonathan Tmmbull, Esq., is chosen
Governour of this Colony for the year ensuing;

The Honourable ~Matthew Griswold, Esq., is chosen De-
puty Governour of this Colony for the year ensuing;

Jabez Ilam, lin Elisha Sheldon, Eliphalct Dyer, Jabez
Huntington, 1Villiam Pitkin, Roger Sherman, Abraham
Davenport, Jvseplt Spencer, Driver Wolcott, Samuellfun-
tington, Richard Law, and William Williams, Esquires,
were chosen Assistants for the year ensuing;

John Lawrence, Esq., is. chosen Treasurer of this Colony
for the year ensuing;

George Wyllys, Esq., is chosen Secretary of this Colony
for the year ensuing.

An Act for repealing an Act of this Colony, entitled" An
Act against High Treason."

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and J1eprese~
tatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That the aforesaid act, and every part and pa.ra-
graph thereof, be, and the same is hereby repealed and nnde
null and void.



1605 CONNECTICUT ASSEMBLY, MAY, 1776. 1606

An Act in alteration of an Act entitled " An Act prescri-
bingforms of TVrits, Processes, 8;c."

Be it enactedby the'Governour, Council, and Represen-
tatives in General Court assembled,and by the authority of
the same, That lor the future, all Writs and Processesin
law or equity shall issue in tbe name of the Governour and
Company of the Colony of Connecticut, instead of his Ma-
jesty's name; and that in all Summonses, Attachments, or
other Processes, before an Assistant or Justice of the Peace,
the words" one of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace" be
omitted; and that instead thereof, be inserted" Justice of the
Peace;" and that no Writ or Process shall bear any date
save the year of our Lord Christ only, any law, usage, or
custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

An Actin alteration of an Act entitled "An Act for
prescribing and establishing forms of Oaths in this Co-
lony."

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Represen-
tatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That the several forms of Oaths here following he,
and they are hereby established, to be taken and adminis-
tered unto the several and respective officers and persons
for whom they are appointed, as followeth:

For the Freemen, viz :

"
You, A B, being, by the Providence of God, an inhahi-

tant within this Colony of Connecticut, and now to he made
free of the same, do swear by the ever livingGod, to be
true and faithful to the Govemour and Company of said
Colony, and the Government thereof, as was established
and is expressed by Charter; and whensoever you shall
give your vote or suffrage touching any matter which con-
cerns this Colony, being called thereunto, you will give it
as in your conscience you shall judge will conduce to the
best good of the same, without respect of persons or favour
of any man. So help you Gorl:."

For the Grand Jurors, viz :

" You do swear by the name of the ever living God, that
you will diligently inquire after and true presentment make
of all breaches of the law that shall come to your knowledge,
according to your charge, (uuless some religious tie of con-
science, surely bottomed upon the word of God, bind you
to secrecy;) the secrets of the cause, your own, and your
fellows, you duly observe and keep; you will present no
man for envy, h~.tred, or malice; neither will you leave any
man unpresented for love, fear, favour, or affection, or in
hope of reward; but you will present things truly, as they
come to your knowledge,accordingto the bestof your un-
derstanding, and according to the laws of this Colony. So
help you God." .

.For the Petit Jurors, viz:
(C

You do swear by the ever living GorJ, that, without re-
spect of persons or favour of any man, you shall well and truly
try and true deliverance make between the Governour and
Company of the Colony of Connecticut and the prisoner at
the bar, whom you shall have in charge, according to your
evidence and the laws of this Colony. So help you God."

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the fOI1"Psof the oaths in said act. established f()r Free-
men, Grand Juwrs, and Petit Jurors, and the oaths of alle-
giance and supremacy, be, and are hereby repealed and
made null and void, any law, usage, or custom, to the con-
trary notwithstanding.

preventing and punishing Riots and Rioters;" and the per.;
sons authorized by said act for the future shall make use of
the foregoing form instead of the form bysaid act prescribed
and directed.

An Act in further addition to an Act entitled" An Act for
forming and ngulating Militia, and for the encourv:ge-
ment of military skill, for the bdter defence of this Co-
lony.

Be it enacted by the Governour, Cou11£il, and Represen-
tatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That all the Troops of Horse in this Colony shall
be formed into Regiments of Light-Horse, as followeth,
viz: That the Troops of Horse in the First, Second, Sixth,
Seventh, Tenth,and Twenty-Third Regiments of Militia, be,
and they are hereby made and declared to be one entire
and distinct Regiment of Light-Horse, and shall be distin-
guished and called by the name of the First Regiment; that
the Troops of Horse in the Third, Eighth, Twelfth, and
Twenty-Fifth Regiments of Militia, be, and they are hereby
made and declared to be one entire and distinct Regiment.
of Light-Horse, and shall be distinguished and called by the
name of the Second Regiment; that the Troops of Horse
in the Fourth, Ninth, and Sixteenth Regiments of Militia,
be, and they are hereby declared to be one entire and dis-
tinct Regiment of Light-Horse, and shall he distinguished
and called by the name of the Third Regiment; that the
Troops of Horse in theFifth, Eleventh, Nineteenth, 1'wen~
ty-First, and Twenty-Second Regiments of Militia, be, and
they are herebydeclaredto be one entire and distinct Re-
giment of Light-Horse, and shall be distinguished and called
by the name of the Fourth Regiment; that the Troops of
Horse in the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Seven-
teenth, and Eighteenth Regiments of Militia, be, and they
are hereby declared to be one entire and distinct Regiment
of Light-Horse, and shall be distinguished and called by
the name of the Fifth Regiment. That there shall be only
one Colonel and one Lieutenant-Colonel to command the
whole, and one Major in each of said Regiments,fromtime
to time appointed by the General Assembly, who shaH be
commissioned by the Governour of this Colony for the rime
being; and the said Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and the
Majors, of each of said Regiments, shall be subject to the
command of the General or Commander-in-Chief of the
Militia for the time being, and shall have the same duty,
power, and authority, as the officersof the same rank in the
Hegiments of Militia already by law have; and said Regi-
ments of Light-Horse shall be liable to such Regimental
duty as the Regiments of Militia are already by law lia-
ble.

And be it further enacted, That every Trooper already
in]isted in any Troop of Light-Horse in this Colony shall
equip himself with arms and accoutrements according to law,
within three months next after the rising of this Assemb]y ;
and that every pcrson that shall hereafter inlist into any of
said Troops of Light-Horse shall, within six months next
after his inlistmellt, equip and accoutre himself as aforesaid;
and, in default thereof, such Trooper or Troopers sha]] be
reduced to the Foot Company or Companies, within the
limits of which they inhabit, and be liable to do duty in the
same as he 01'they were before they inlisted into said Troop
as aforesaid, any law or llsage to the contrary notwithstand-
mg.

An Act for the alteration of the Pmalty of the Law of tMs
Colony, entitled" An Act in addition to the Law of tlds
Colony entitled 'An Act for the encouragement of Military

An Act in alteration of one paragraph of an Act enti- Skill, for the better defence of this Colony.'''
tle~ "A~~ Act for preventing and punishing Riots and Whereas it is provided in said act that, in case anyRIOters. Soldier shall disobey orders given him by any Colonel, or
Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Represen- chief officer of any Regiment, pursuant to orders given,

tatives in General Court assembled,and by the author£tyof &c., by the Captain-General for the time being, relative to
the same, That the formof the Proclamation prescribed by marching for the defence of any towns or places in this
said act be, and the same is hereby altered; and that in- or the neighbouring Governments attacked by an enemy,
stead of the form in said act inserted, be the foIJmving, viz: or in danger thereol~ such Soldier so refusing shall be liable
The Governourand Company of this Colony charge and to suffer the penalty of forty Shillings only, which is found
command all persons assembled immediately to disperse not to be adequate to the merit of the offence:
themselves, and peaceably to depart to their habitations, or Therefore be it resolved by the Governour, C.ouncil,and
to their lawful business, upon the pains and penalties COI1- Repl"esentatives in General Court assembl(:d, and by the
tained in the act or law of this Colony, entitled" An act for auihority of the samel That whensoever any Soldier or

""
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Soldiers, belonging to any of the Regiments in this Colony,
shaH refuse to muster and march according to orders given
him by his Commanding Officer for the purposes mention-
ed in said act, such Soldier so refusing shaH suffer the
penalty of ten Pounds, lawful money, for the use of the
Colony, any law, usage, or custom, to the contrary notwith-
stanoing.

An Act in further addition to the Law of this Colony, en-
titled "An Act for forming and re!Julatin!J..the Militia,
and for the encouragement of Military :skill, for the
better defence of this Colony."

Be it enacted by the Govern-our, Council, and Represen-
tatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That rhe Military Companies in the Towns of
East-Haddam and Colchester, except the Company in the
Society of Marlborough, shaU be, and they are hereby
made and constituted a distinct and entire Regiment, and
shall be caHed and known by the name of the Twenty-
Fifth Regiment, and shaH have and enjoy all the privileges
and be under the same regulations as the other Regiments
in this Colony by law have and are subject to.

An Act .for the more effectual carrying into execution the
several Acts relative to the making of Saltpetre and Gun-
powder within this Colony.

Where~s by an act of this Assembly in May, 1775, there
was a premium of four shil1ings on the pound granted for aU
Saltpetre made in this Colony before the 1st day of June,
1776; and December, 1775, a bounty or premium of two
shillings on the pound for aU Saltpetre manufactured in this
Colony from and after the 1st day of June, 1776, and be-
fore the 1st day of January, 1777; and that Inspectors
should be appointed to view and inspect the same, and ad-
minister an oath, and certify as therein described, and pur-
chase and receive the same for the use of this Colony;
and by a further act in the same session, it was resolved
that the Selectmen in each town within this Colony should
be the Inspectors of Saltpetre, with all the power and autho-
rity of said acts given to Inspectors of Saltpetre, &c.; but
no time being mentioned in said act for delivering the Salt-
petre to the Inspectors, nor price affixed for the purchase,
and sundry other regulations being necessary to carry the
aforesaid acts into execution:

Be it therefore enacted by the Governour, Council, and Re-
presentatives in General Court assembled, and by the autho-
rity o.f the same, That for all Saltpetre made in this Colony
before the 1st day of June, 1776, on which the premium of
four shillings on the pound is claimed, shall be delivered for
inspection to the Selectmen authorized and empowered to
inspect the same, or by them inspected, within fifteen days,
at farthest, after the last day of May instant; and that after
the 1st day of June, the manufacturers producing the same
for inspection, shall make oath before the Inspector or In-
spectors that tne said Nitre or Saltpetre, produced as afore-
said, was made and manufactured before the 1st day of June,
otherwise it shall be considered as made after; and that aU
the Saltpetre made as aforesaid after the last day of 111ay,
and before the 1st day of January next, in order to be en-
titled to the premium of two shillings on thl:) pound, shall
be treated and conducted in the same manner, having re-
spect to the 1st day of January as before to the 1st day of

. June; and that, upon the whole, it shall be the duty of the
Inspector or Inspectors carefully to see that all the Saltpetre
offered or delivered to them for inspection be pure, clean,
and dry, and free from any corrupt mixture, before they give
any certificate of the same; and on the same being so found,
shall give a certificate thereof, with the other requisites, be-
fore either the premium or purchase money shall be paid
therefor; and the Saltpetre produced to the Inspectors as
aforesaid shall be delivered in casks, or other packages, pro-
per and sufficient for transportation to the Powder-Works,
with the maker's name, and the name of the town wherein
.made, thereon.

And be it .further enacted, That for all the Saltpetre made
and manufactured in this Colony before the 1st day of Janu-
ary next, inspected, and found to be pure, clean, dry, and
unmixed, and fit for use according to law, and so de]ivered
to the Inspector or Inspectors, in proper packages, marked
as aforesaid, for the use of the Colony, shall be paid for out

of the Colony Treasury the sum of three shillings per pound,
for every pound, only deducting therefrom one balf-penny on
each pound delivered as aforesaid as a general estimate on
the whole for transportation to the respective Powder-Mills
erected and allowed in this Colony, and for other charge:3
attending the same: Provided, ne'vertheless, That all per-
sons who have made and manufactured Saltpetre, and have
already procnred the same to be inspected and delivered to
the Inspectors for the use of this Colony, shall be entitled
to receive the price aforesaid therefor, notwithstanding the
same may not be put up in casks or packages, marked, a:;
aforesaid.

And be it .further enacted, That the several Inspector:;
convey and d.e1iver, with all convenient despatch, aU tlw
Saltpetre by them received as aforesaid, to the owner or
owners of the several Powder-'Mills in t,his Colony assigned
by the Governour and Committee of Safety for the time
being to receive the same, taking his or their receipt there-
for, and the same transmit and lodge with the Committee
of Pay-Table; and the Inspector or Inspectors performing
their duty as aforesaid shall be entitled to a reasonable al-
lowance for his or their trouble and services as aforesaid, to
be adjusted by the Committee of Pay-Table, who shall
order payment of the same accordingly. And to the intent
that all frauds, ano impure or corrupt mixtures may be de-
tected, and the persons concerned therein be duly punished,

Be it further enacted, That the Inspector or Inspectof3
delivering, as also the owner, owners, or overseers, of the
Powder-Mills receiving the Saltpetre as aforesaid, shall
make and keep a true, just, and fair entry of all the Salt-
petre delivered and received as aforesaid, and the names of
the makers thereof; and whoever shan be found guilty and
be convicted of any fraudulent and impure mixture in tho:'
Saltpetre by them made and delivered for inspection as
aforesaid, shall forfeit to the Treasurer of this Colony th~
value of the premium and pay granted and allowed on tlw
Saltpetre in which such mixture shall be found. And th:~
owner or owners of the several Powder-:Mills shall well and
truly and faithfu1Jy make up, or cause to be made, all the
Saltpetre delivered to them as aforesaid into good merchant-
able Powder, well dried, fit for use, and find all the other
matelials necessary therefor, and the same put up in gooe,
tight, sizeab1e casks, which shall GQntain either one hun-
dred,one-half, or one-quarter hundred weight of Powder
each, marked with the just and true weight of the cask,
and also the initial letters of the maker's name, and tlw
same deliver to the Governour and Committee of Safety
of this Colony, or to their order, for the use of this Colony;
and shall receive therefor, out of the Colony Treasury, at
the rate of nine dollars per hundred for every hundrei
weight of good merchantable Powder made and delivered
as aforesaid, upon a certificate thereof had and obtained of
the Governour, or the Governour and COOlmittee of Safety,
produced to the Committee of Pay-Table of this Colony.

And be it .further enacted, That the Governour and Com..
mittee of Safety for the time being, from time to time, order
and give directions for the disposal of all their PowdEr
made at the several Powder-Mills within this Colony, and,
if need be, erect convenient houses for the reception of
the same, in such places as they think proper.

The form of the Oath, as follows, viz:

"
You, A B, do swear by the ever living God, that the'

Saltpetre by you now exhibited to be inspected was made
and manufactured out of materials collected within this
Colony by you or on your account, and that the same was
manu£'lctured before the 1st day of . . . . . . , and that no
certificatc hath been obtained or given therefor. So help
you God."

'The form of the Certificate, 'as follows, viz;

"This may certify, that a quantity of Saltpetre offered for
inspection by A B, of II, the maker thereof, amounting to
. . . . . weight, is well and carefully inspected, and, accord-
ing to . . . best judgment and skill, the same is found to
be pure, clean, and dry, free from any corrupt mixture; the
said A B having made oath according to the directions of
the law in such case made and provided, which Saltpetre :is
received for the use of the Colony. Dated at H, . . . day
of , A. D.....

"
"

. . . . . . , '( Selectmen

. . . . . . , 5 or Selectman."
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'Vhercas the article of Salt is of great importance and
necessity for the use of the inhabitants of this Colony, and
the obtaining the same in the usual way of importation is
rendered difficult and uncertain; it is therefore judged neces-
sary to encourage the manufacturing thereof in this Colony:

Whereupon it is Resolved by this Assembly, That the sum
of one hundred Pounds be paid out of the publick Treasury
of this Colony to the persons or persons that shall erect
proper'Vorks and Vats for the making and manufilcturing
common Salt within this Colony, and shall actua]!y make
therein the first five hundred bushels of good merchantable
Salt; and that the sum of eighiy Pounds shall, in like man-
ner, be paid to the person or persons that shall erect and
set up proper 'Yorks and Vats within this Colqny, and make
and manufacture therein the second five hundred bushels of
Salt; that the sum of sixty Pounds shall, in like manner,
be paid to the person or persons that shall erect and set
up proper Works and Vats within this Colony, and make
and manufacture therein the third five hundred bushels of
such Salt; and that the sum of forty Pounds shall, in like
manner, be paid to the person or persons who shall erect and
set up proper Works and Vats within this Colony, and make
and manufacture therein the fourth five hundred bushels of
such Salt: Provided, said several quantities of Salt be made
and manufactured, and a certificate under oath, or proper
evidence thereof, be produced by or before the 1st day of
October, 1777.

.

And it is further Resolved, That as soon as any person
or persons shaH make and manufacture either of the afore-
said quantities of Salt, and produce a certificate under oath,
or other proper evidence thereof, shall be entitled to receive
the premium for the same.

execute said orders, and make rrturns of their doings to the
chief officer of the Regiments; and thereupon tbe Field-
Officers of each Regiment of Militia shall form into distinct
Companies, consisting of about sixty-eight rank and file
each, and shall thereupon, with the advice of the Captains
and commissioned officers of the several Compames of
their respective Regiments, nominate officers for said new
formed Companies,viz: one Captain, two Lieutenants, and
one Ensign, out of such as have born!:', or do sustain com-
missions of equal rank, and make return of such choice, with
a Muster-Roll of the Companies, to his Honour the Gov!:'r-
nour, who, on receipt thereof, is authorized to commission ate
the proper officers accordingly.

And be it further enacted, That his Honour the Gover-
nour, with the advice of the Committee of Safety, be, and
he is hereby, authorized to form said Companies into distinct
Regiments, and especially appoint and empower such of the
Field-Officers of the Militia to take command of such new
formed Regiments as he shall think proper and expedient.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
each of such officers and soldiers shall completely equip
themselves with a good musket and bayonet, half a pound
of powder, two pounds of bulJets fit for his gun, six flints,
a powder-horn, cartoucb-box, and also a good blanket and
knapsack, to the acceptance of the Captain, and the same
hold in constant readiness for service, for which they shall
be allowed and paid a premium of forty shillings each; and
the Captains of each Company shall procure a drum and
fife for the use of the same, for which he shall be paid by
the Colony, and at the end of the service said Captain shall
secure the same for the use of the Colony. And it sbaH be
the duty of tbe Captains and commissioned officers of said
Companies carefully to attend to, and see that their said
Companies are forthwith furnished with arms, and equipped
as aforesaid; and to that end tbey are authorized and directed
to call them together, and such part of them as they shall find
needfuJ, as often as_necessary, to examine their equipments,
and see that they are furnished as aforesaid, and said Com-
panies, when collected, may choose their non-commissioned
officers; and if any of said Minute-men shall not be able to
furnish his arms <,saforesaid, and they cannot be otherwise
obtained, such deficiency may be supplied by impressing the
same; and any proper civil authority, on application of the
Captain for that purpose, shall grant warrants accordingly.
in which case such deficient soldier shall receive but half
the aforesaid premium, and the owner shaH receive such 1'<''-
ward for the use of suc.h arms so impressed as this Assem-
bly shall judge reasonable, according to the nature and length
of the service to which it shall be put, and if lost or dama-
ged therein, then the value to be paid. And the powder and
balls used in said service shall be paid for, or found by the
Colony; and if it cannot otherwise be had, it shaH be sup-
plied by the towns. And said officers and l\finute-men
shaH be allowed, for the time necessarily spent in meeting
for the purposes aforesaid, at the rate of pay and billeting as
aHowed for the Troops heretofore raised by order of the As-
sembly.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
the officers and soldiers of the Regiments and Companies,
raised and formed as aforesaid, shall hold themselves in con-
stant readiness to march at the shortest notice for the de-
fence of this, or any of the adjoining Colonies, in obedience
to the orders of the Captain-General of this Colony, and
other their superior offic.ers; and when tbey are called out
into actual service, shall -have and receive like wages and
billeting allowance, and be subject to the same laws and
regulations as those to which the other officers and soldie~
already raised and inlisted for defence of this Colony by or-
der of the General Assembly, are entitled or subjected.

And be it further enacted, That the Regiments and
Companies raised and formed as aforesaid, shall be exempt-
ed from military duty in any other Regiment or ComlJany,
and shall continue to be held under the aforesaid regulations
during the pleasure of this Assembly, not exceeding one
year from and after the first day of Jane next; and shall then
be disbanded and returned into the Regiments and Compa-
nies ofl\1ilitia to which they respectively belong, and be again
subject to military duty therein, said in~istment or detach-
ment notwithstanding: Provided, nevertheless, That the pro-
visions of this act shall not extend to include or affect the
Twenty-Fourth Regiment of Militia in this Colony.

An Act for ra1$ins and equipping a body of Minute-men to
be held in readmess for the better defence of this Colony,
and for repealing an Act of the same title made and pass-
ed by this Assembly in D£C,EMBER,1775.

Whereas the English American Colonies are threatened
with the immediate exertion of Ministerial power and rage,
and their utmost efforts are making to reduce us to bondage
and slavery, by their own and foreign additional Troops,
which may be daily expected to invade and attempt to lay
waste this country with fire and sword; it is therefore of
great importance for the salvation of this country that its in-
habitants should be pur into the best situation for self-de-
fence and preservation:

Therefore be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and
Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the au-
thority of the same, That one-third part of the Second,
Third, Fourth, Seventh,'Eighth, Ninth, and Twentieth Re-
giments, and one-quarter part of the other Regiments of
Militia, or a number equal thereto, be forthwith inlisted or
detached from the limits of the several Regiments in this
Colony, to be held in readiness for the defence of this, or
any of the adjoining Colonies. And that the same may be
speedily effected,

Be it further fnacted, That the Colonels, or chief officers
of the respective Regiments, shall forthwith order the chief
officer of each Company in their respective Regiments to
convene their several Companies, and also give notice to,
and request the attendance at the same time and place, of
all others within the limits thereof who are obliged to keep
arms, and who are between sixteen and fifty-five years of
age; and being so convened, to in]ist out of any of them, or
otherwise, as soon as may be, the number, if he and they
shall be able.

And be it fw-ther enacted, That if a sufficient number
shall not voluntarily offer and inlist as aforesaid, the Captain,
or chief officer, with the advice and assistance of the other
commissioned officers of such Company, shall forthwith
detach and impress out of said Company of Militia, such
number of able-bodied men as shall appear to be wanting
of the inlisted men, to make up the complement afc)resaid ;
and every man so detached shall be considered and holden
in the same manner and for the same purposes, and per-
form the same duties, as the Volunteers inlisting as aforesaid,
on penalty of ten Pounds, to be forfeited to the Treasurer
of this Colony, to be recovered by bill, plaint, or informa-
tion, in any court proper to try the same; and the said Cap-
tains, or chief officers, of said Companies shall immediately
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Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That the
third part of the Third, Eigbth, and Twentieth Regiments,
and quarter part of the Militia in the First Regiment, and
the rest on the east side of Connecticut River, lately order-
ed by his Honour the Governour and Committee of Safety
to be drafted, equipped, and held in readiness according to
such order, shaH be on the same footing, encouragement, al-
lowance and regulation, in every respect, as in this act is
provided, including the premium allowed by the order of the
Governour and Committee of Safety. Provided, neverthe-
kss, That any of the men who were detached or impressed
by virtue of said order, and shall not voluntarily inlist upon
the encouragement of this act, may be released, unless it
should be found necessary to retain or detach them, or any
part of them, to fill up the complement as required by this
act, within their respective limits.

And be itfurther enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
the act entitled" An Act for raising and equipping a body
of Minute-men, to be held in readiness for the better defence
of this Colony," made and passed by this Assembly in De-
cember, 1775, be repealed, and the same is hereby repealed,
and made void.

And be it fnrther enacted and provided, That any Minute
Companies which may have been formed by virtue of said
repealed act, and their officers chosen and commissioned ac-
cordingly, shall be considered as part of the Minute-men
directed by this act to be raised, and in lieu of so many
within the limits to which they belong; and such Compa-
nies shall be under the same regulations and advantages, in-
cluding the premium allowed by said former act, as if they
had been raised by virtue of this act.

Provided, nevertheless, and be it further enacted, That the
Companies of Minute-men raised by virtue of this act shall
not be continued in actual service more than the term of
three months at one. time, before they are relieved or per-
mitted to return home; anything in this act to the contrary
notwithstanding.

And it is further provided, That the premiums aforesaid
shall not be paid until such officers and soldiers shall be
completely equipped, as by this act is required. And as it
is not reasonable that any should avail themselves of the
aforesaid premiums, and not be ready and able to perform
tbe service which it is meant and given to encourage; there-
fore if any of such Minute-men, having received such pre-
mium, shall inlist into, or engage in either of the Regiments
now ordered to be raised by this Assembly, or any other
already raised and in service, he shall be liab]e to refund
such premium, or to have the same deducted fi'Omhis wages
in said Regiment's service.

An Act for raising a BattaliQn or Regiment of Troops
within this Colony, to march to BOSTON, or elsewhere, in
pursuance of a Regulation now made by the honourable
Cootinental Congress for the defence of the United Co-
lonies.

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Represen-
tatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That one Regiment or Battalion of Troops shall
be lorthwith raised by voluntary inlistment, for the defence
of this and the rest of the United Coloni~s, as the case may
require, to consist of one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel,
one Major, and eight Companies, with one Captain, two
Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, four Corporals,
one Drummer, one Fifer, and seventy-six Privates, to each
Company, and a staff, to consist of one Chaplain, one
Adjutant, one Quartennaster, one Surgeon, one Surgeon's
Mate; that the said officers and soldiers shall be under the
same command, laws, and regulations, that the Continental
Troops now are; and shall have, and be entitled to the
same pay, wages, and allowances, billeting and provisions,
and the same premium for arms, accoutrements, blankets,
and knapsacks, from the date of their commissions and in-
listments, as the Continental Troops now in service under
the immediate command of his Excellency General Wash-
ington have and do receive; and that said Battalion, or such
part as may be inlisted for and holden in said service the term
of two years, from the 14th of Jtlay instant, unless sooner
discharged by Congress, in which case they shall be allow-
ed one month's pay on their discharge; or if they cannot be
prevailed to engage for that term, that they, or any part of

them, be inlisted for one year only, fi'om said 14th of ltIay,
and be accordingly holden, unless sooner discharged as
aforesaid.

'Whereas the General Assembly of this Colony have, at this
session, enaeted that one Regiment or Battalion of Troops
shall be forthwith raised by voluntary inlistment, pursuant
to a request of the honourable Continental Congress, and for
Continental service; and the said Troops may inlist for one
or two years, as they choose, from the 14th day of JJ:lay
instant, unless sooner discharged by said Congress, &c.: For
the encouragement of such able-bodied effective men as shan
inlist to engage in said service,

It is Resolved by this Assembly, That the pay of each
Sergeant shall be forty-eight shillings, each Corporal fortl-
four shillings, each Drummer forty-four shillings, each Fifer
forty-four shillings, and each Private forty shillings, per
calendar month, during their service, and shall have one
month's pay advanced before they march, and be allowed
one penny per mile for marching expenses, out and home;
also, twelve shillings to each man who shall supply himself
with a good blanket, and take the same away with him at
the end of the campaign, and such further encouragemfnts

.

as are allowed by said Congress to the forces now raifing
for Continental service.

An Act f01' raising two Regiments of Troops whhin lhis
Colony, for the special defence of the same.

Whereas the present alarming movements and appearances
of the Ministerial Army and Navy are such as render it
highly probable that a sudden attack will soon be made by
them upon this and the neighbouring Colonies, for the most
hostile and destructive purposes; which, to prevent,

Be it enacted by the Governour, Council, and Reprcscn-
((dives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That one Regiment of the inhabitants of this Co-
lony shall be immediately raised by voluntary inlistmfllt;
and that the Troops already. raised, at and about New-Lon-
dQn and New-Haven, shal] in the same way be augmented
into a second Regiment, for the special defence of this and
the neighbouring Colonies, as the case may require; cacn of
said Regiments to consist of one Colonel, one Lieutenant-
Colonel, one Major, and eight Companies, with one Captain,
two Lieutenants, one Ensign, four Sergeants, four Corporals,
one Drummer, and one Fifer, and seventy~six Privates, to
each Company; and a staff, to consist of one Chaplain, one
Adjutant, one QUaJiermaster, one Surgeon, and one Sur-
geon's Mate, to each Regiment; and the same pay, wages,
and allowance, billeting and provisions, and the same pre-
miums for supplying themselves with arms and accoutre-
ments, blankets and knapsacks, shall be given to them whilst
in service of this Colony as were given and allowed by tM;;
Colony to the Troops raised by this Assembly in Apn7,
1715, and shall be under the same laws and regulations;
and said Regiments, when raised, shall be holden until the
1st day of January next, unless sooner discharged, and shall
be marched and stationed, fi'om time to time, as the Capt~lin-
General shall order and direct, according to the exigenries
of publick affairs, and be subject to join the Continental
Army, if ordered by the Captain-General, or Commander-
in-Chief; in which case both officers and soldiers shar! be
under the same laws, regulations, pay, wages, and allowance
in all respects, as the Troops in the Continental Army shall
then be under, and be subject to the same general command
during their junction with said Army.

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That such Troops, raised as aforesaid, as shall neglect 0:" be
unable to furnish arms or accoutre themselves for the :pre-
mium aforesaid, shall be furnished, armed, and accoutred, in
the same way and manner as the Troops raised by this
Assembly in July last were furnished and provided for.

Whereas the General Assembly of this Colony, in their
present session, enacted that one Regiment of the inhabitants
of this Colony be immediately raised by "oluntary inlist-
ments, and that the Troops at and about New-London and
New-Haven shall, in the same way, be augmented into a
second Regiment for the special defence of this and the neigh-
bouring Colonies, and be subject to join the Continental Almy,
if ordered by the Captain-General, 01' Commander-in-Chief,
as the case may require, and to be holden in said service
until the 1st day of January next, unless sooner discharged i
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and for the encouragement of such able-bodied and effective
men as shalr voluntarily inlist themselves into said sCITice to
the acceptance of proper officers,

Resolved by this Assembly, That every such person as
aforesaid, on such inlistment, shall be entitled to twelve
shillings premium, in case he supply himself with a blanket,
knapsack, and clothing, to the acceptance of his Captain,
and one month's pay advance; that each Sergeant shall
receive forty-eight shillings, each Corporal, Drummer. and
Fifer, forty-four shIllings, and each Private forty shillings,
per calendar month, for wages during their continuance in
said service; that each man so inlisted as aforesaid, who
shall provide arms for himself, well fixed with a good bayo-
net and cartourh-box, shall be paid a premium of tPO shil-
lings, and in case such arms are lost by inevitable Providence,
such man so providing himself, shall be allowed and paid
the just value of such arms and implements so lost, deducting
said premium of ten shillings; said premium of ten shillings
to be paid as soon as such man shall be so provided as afOl'e-
said. A particular account shall be taken of all the arms that
may be llsed, and the same appraised by indifferent judges;
and each man so engaging as aforesaid. shall, upon his inlist-
ment, be entitled to six pence per diem for biJleting money,
until he is otherwise provided for by the publick.

And it is further Resolved by this Assembly, That if said
Troops be raised as aforesaid, or any part of them shall be
ordered by the Captain-General, or Commander-in-Chief,
to join the Continental Army, or be taken into Continental
service or pay, they shall be entitled to the same wages to be
continued as above, and be allowed one penny per mile, out
and home, for marching expenses; and every man in the
Cootinental service, who sball provide himself with a good
blanket, shan receive twelve shillings, lawful money, there-
for, and take it away with him at the end of the campaign,
and have sueh other encouragement as will be given to the
Continental Troops.

This Assembly do appoint Andrew Ward, Esq., ColoDel,
Obadiah Johnson, Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, and William
Douglass, Esq., Major, of the Regiment now to be raised
in this Colony, and to serve in the Continental Army.

David Waterbury, Jun., Esq., Colonel, Comfort Sage,
Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, and Olive1' Smith, of Stonington,
Esq., Major, of the Regiment now to be raised and station-
ed at or near M:w-London.

Benjamin Hinman, Esq., Colonel, Philip Burr Bradley,
Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, and David Dimon, Esq., Major,
of a Regiment now to be raised for the defence of this Co-
lony.

This Assembly appoints-
Joseph Thompson, of New-Haven, Captain, Samuel Wil-

mott, of New-Raven, First Lieutenant, John Prudden, Jun.,
of Milford, Second Lieutenant, Edward Tilley, of New-Ha-
ven, Ensign, of a Company in a Hegiment. to be raised and
stationed at and about New-London and New-llaven.

Jonathan Wells, of Hartford, CaptHin, David Johnson
East, of Windsor, First Lieutenant, Howel Woodbridge, of
Glastenbury, Second Lieutenant, Roger Bull, of T¥ethers-

field, Ensign, of a Company.
Abiel Pease, of Somers, Captain, Thomas Abby, of En-

field, First Lieutenant, Israel Comene, of Hartford, Second
Lieutenant, Abner Wood, of Stafford, Ensign, of a Com-
pany.

.

Eliphalet Bulkley, of CQlchester,Captain, Ithamar Harvey,
of East-Haddam, First Lieutenant, Richard Johnson, of
Iladdam, Second Lieutenant, David Spencer, of East-Had-
dam, Ensign, of a Company.

Noah Phelps, of Simsbury, Captain, Consider TVilliston,
of ,SI4/i.eld,First Lieutenant, .Samuel Carver; of Bolton, ,Se-
cond l.leutenant, Samuel Smtth, of East- Wmdsor, Ensign,
of a Company in a Regiment ordered to be raised for the
service of the Continent.

Noadiah Hooker Captain, John Skinner First Lieute-
nant, Peleg Heath Second Lieutenant, Lemuel Hotchk1'ss
Ensign, of a Company in said Regiment.

Waterman Cwft Captain, Daniel Allen First Lieutenant,
Nathaniel Morgan Second Lieutenant, Jonathan Nicholson,
Jun., Ensign, of:t Company in said Regiment.

John Ripley Captain, Andrew Fitch First Lieutenant,
Nathaniel Wales, 3d, Second Lieutenant, Ichabod Bosworth
Ensign, of a Company in said Regiment.

Abner Pryor Captain, James Steel First Lieutenant,
Jonathan Parker Second Lieutenant, Bel1jamin lIenshaw,
Jun., Ensign, of a Company in said Regiment.

James Dana Captain, Elijah Sharp First Lieutenant,
Squire HW Second Lieutenant, F.phraim. Kingsbury En-
sign,of a Company in said Regiment.

I ..James Arnold Captain, Samuel Barker First LlCutenant~
Nathaniel Bunnd Second Lieutenant, :MichaelBrownso'lJ
Ensign, of a Company in said Regiment.

Benjamin Cutler Captain, William Manning First Lieu-
tenant, Joseph Durkee Second Lieutenant, Obadiah Cltilq,
Ensign, of a Company in said Regiment.

. . .
Noble Benedict Captain, Jabez Botsford First Licute~

nant, Gamaliel Northrop Second Lieutenant, TI'mQthyTay-
lor Ensign, of a Company in a Regiment to be raised for
the defence of this and the neighbouring Colonies.

ltlatthew Mead Captain, Sylvanus Mead First Lieutenant,
Samuel Hart (5th) SecQnd Lieutenant, Jeremiah B. Eell$
Ensign, of a Company in said Regiment.

Elijah Abel Captain, John Blacklcaclt First Lieutenant,
William lIa wley Second Lieutenant, Judson Whitil1g En-
sign, of a Company in said Regiment.

Isaac Cook Captain, Stephen Hall First Lieutenant, Na-
thaniel Edward,! Second Lieutenant, John Humphrey En-
sign, of a Company in said Regiment.

.

Josiah Starr Captain, Thomas Tanner First Lieute.nant,
Josiah Stoddard Secood Lieutenant, Jonathan Belamy En-
sign, of a Company in said Regiment.

Jonathan Johnson Captain, John Hanmer First LieutEt
nant, Thomas Stephenson Second Lieutenant, Timothy Tow-
ner Ensign, of a Company in said Regiment.

Bczaleel Bebee Captain, Jesse Coole First Lieutenant,
James WatsonSecondLieutenant, Wait Beach Ensign, of a
Company in said Regiment.

Benjamin Mills Captain, Daniel Brin$maid First Lieu-
tenant, Elijah Poster Second Lieutenant, Thaddeus Hurd
Ensign, of a Company in said Regiment.

. .

Rev. Benjamin Trumbull, to be Chaplain of the Regi-
ment now to be raised fi)r the Continental service.

Rev. Nathaniel Eells, of Stonington, to be Chaplilin o"f
the Regiment now to be raised and stationed at and ne31
New-London.

"JONATHANTRUMBULL,Esq., Governour of the CQlon,!/of
CONNECTICUT:

"To. . . . . . , Greeting:
"I do hereby authorize and empower you, by beat of dnuD

or otherwise, to raise, by voluntary in!istment, a Company.,
consisting of ninety able-bodied men, including officers, fOr
the defence of this and the neighbouring Colonies, to be ho]d-
en in said service until the 1Sl day of January next, unless
sooner discharged, according to an act of the General As-
semblyof this Colony, passed in May, 1776; and you wiJ]
publish the resolve of Assembly herewith committed to you
in that behalf, for the encouragement of those who incline
to in]ist; and the Colonels of the several Regiments in this
Colony, and the commanding officers of the Companies in
those Regiments, are hereby required to lend you their aid.
and muster the Companies under their command, if need l~
for the purpose aforesaid.

"Given under my hand this. . . . day of }flay, 1776

"
In the Lower House the above draft is accepted.

"
Test: TITUS HOSMER, Clerk.

"Concurred in the Upper House.
"Test: GEORGE WyU,YS, Secretary."

"I .. . . , of . . . . , do ae-knowledgemyselfinlisted
a soldierin a Regiment now raisingby the Colonyof Con-
necticut, to be under the command of . . . . . , Esq.,
subject to the orders and regulations of said Regiment, an.d
ent;tled to their privileges, until the 1st day of January, 1777.,
unless sooner discharged by proper authority.

"In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand, thi,.
. . . . . . day of . . . . . A. D. 1776.

"In the Lower House, the above draft is accepted and
approved of.

"Test: TITUS HOSMER, Clerk.

"Concurred in the Upper House.

"
Test: GEORGE W YLLYS, Secretary."

"
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"JONATHANTummcLL, Esq., Governour of the Colony of
- CONNECTICUT:

"To. . . . . ., Greeting:
"I do hereby authorize and empower you, by beat of

drum or otherw.ise, to raise. . . . by inlistments, a Com-
panyof able-bodied, effecti~-e volunteers, to consist of nine-
ty men, including officers, for the defence of this and the
other United Colonies, during the term of one or two years
after the 14th day of May instant; and the Colonels of the
respective Regiments of Militia, and the several officers
thereof, are required to afford you all proper aid and assist~
ance ; and the Captains in the several Regiments are hereby
required to muster their respective Companies when re-
qucsted thereunto by you, for the purpose aforesaid.

"Given under my hand this. . . . day of May, 1776.
"In the Lower House, the above draft is accepted and

approved.

" Test: TITUS HOSMER,Clerk.
"Concurred in the Upper House.

" Test;
. GEORGE W YI.LYS, /Secretary."

"I . . . . . of . . . . . doacknowledgetohavevolun-
tarily inlisted myself a soldier to serve in a Regiment of
Foot, raised by the Colony of Connecticut, for the defence
of the United Colonies, to be commanded by . . . . . . ,
during the term of . . . .year , fromand afterthe 14th day
oUtlay, 1776, according to directions of Congress.

" As witnessmyhand,the. . . . . dayof . . . . , in
the year of our Lord 1776.

" In the Lower HOllse, the above draft is accepted and
approved of.

.

" Test: TITUS HOSMER, Clerk.

"Concurred in the Upper House.
"Test: GEORGE ,.yYLLYS, Secretary."

"Whereas, in the Act passed in the present session of this
Assembly for the raising of two Regiments, it is provided,
that each Regiment shall consist of eight Companies, &c. :
upon reconsidemtlon,

It is Resolved, That the Regiment to be stationed at New-
London, and places adjacent upon the sea-coast, shall con-
sist of and be augmented to nine Companies, with the same
number of officers that the other Companies are to have.

Resolved by this Assembly, That if any of the soldiers of
the Continental Regiment to be raised by order of this As-
sembly, shall not be able seasonably to supply themselves
upon the Continental encouragement, and cannot be sup-
plied by Colony Arms, such number as shall be wanting
shall be forthwith purchased by the Selectmen of the respec-
tive towns, or any of them. to supply the deficiency, who
shall deliver such arms to the Captain of the Company to
which such person for whose use they are obtained shall be-
long, taking his receipt; and the said Selectmen exhibit the
account of the cost of such arms to the Committee of the
Pay-Table, who shall draw on the Treasurer for the amount
of their accounts of the cost of purchasing such arms; and if
a sufficient supply cannot be obtained in that way, the num-
ber wanting to make good such deficiency shall be impress-
ed from householders, or others, not in the Militia roll; and
proper warrants shall be given for that purpose, by any of
the- civil authority; and the owner and owners of such im-
pressed arms may demand a receipt of the officer who shall
impress and receive the same, and shall be paid the sum of
five shillingil for the use of each gun so impressed; and in
case of Joss, the owner shall be paid the value thereof, de-
ducting the said sum of five shillings; and all arms used in
said Regiment shall be appraised by two judicious. persons,
to be appointed and sworn by the next Assistant or Justice
of the Peace.

And it is further resolved, That the Captain, or chief
officer of each Company in said Regiment, shall take a
particular account of all the arms used in his Company,
distinguishing such as soldiers provide for themselves, such
as belon~ to the Colony, such as simll be purchased, and
such as shall be impressed as aforesaid; and shall transmit
the same, with the prices annexed, to_ the Committee of
Pay-Table. And his Honour the Governour is hereby au-
thorized and desired to appoint a proper person or persons
to muster said Companies.

Whereas this Assembly have ordered three Regiments to
be raised and equipped for the defence of this Colony, and.

for the purposes expressed in their acts, and some of the om.
cers appointed to command the same may fail to accept thl
trust, or, by death or otherwise, vacancies may happen:

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the GoveJ1l'
OUr be desired, and he is hereby authorized (lnd empow.
ered to appoint any officer or officers, to fill up any vacanc)
that shall happen as aforesaid, and to commission ate thcn
accordin gl y .

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Govern-
our and Council of Safety be, and they are hereby authc,ri.
zed, to take care and give orders and directions for selectin~
out and regulating a proper number. of officers and men
from the RelJ'iment raised, and now ordered to be raised and
stationed at 'New-London and the sea-coasts, or to appoint
other officers as they may find necessary, to be employed and
exercised as Matrosses or Artillerymen, for managing the can-
non at the Fortifications erected or erecting there, 'and for
the proper duty and services of that department, and to
give such orders as shall be proper and necessary to ha.ve
such establishment made and carried into execution.

Whereas the Companies raised by his Honour the Go-
vernour and Council bf Safety, and stationed at New-Lon-
don, New-Haven, Groton, and Stonington, are put upon the
Continental plan of pay and provisions, and it having bf:en
resolved by this Assembly to augment them to a full Regi-
ment, and that the Regiments now ordered to be raised for
the defence of this Colony be upon the regulations esta-
blished by this Assembly in April, 1775, and it being incon-
venient that the Companies III said Regiments should be
upon different footings, .

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Govern-
our and Committee of Safety be desired and directed, by all
proper ways to endeavour to bring said Companies upon the
present Colony plan and Regulations, by directing new in-
listments, or other proper methods, to continue the officers by
his Honour before appointed to command them, or appoint
others as occasion shall require or tbey shall judge necessaq;
and as soon as their places can be supp1ied, and it shall be
judged safe by his Honour and. said Committee, they are to
discharge said Companies, or such numbers of the men as
shall not engage upon the present Colony plan, and procure
their places to be filled, and said Companies completed as
soon as may be.

Whereas the exigencies of Government render it necessary
that a further sum of M

.

oney, or Bills of Credit, be emitted,
Be it therefore enacted by the Govern(J1lr, Council, Cind

Representatives in thf; General Court assemb[,
.

ed, and by the
authority of the same, That there be forthwith imprinted
the sum of sixty thousand Pounds, in Bills of Credit on this
Colony, equal to lawful money, of suitable denominations,
from one SbilJing to forty Shillings; ten thousand Pound:, of
which shall be of the denomination of six Shillings Hlld
under, and of the same tenor with the late emissions of the
Bills of Credit of this Colony, without interest,payable at
or before the 1st day of January, 1781, dated the 7th of
June, 1776. And Jabez Hamlin, William Pitkin, George
Wyllys, Elisha Williams, Benjamin Payne, ThOllJ(tsSey-
mour, and Jesse Root, Esquires, or any three of them, are
appointed a Committee for the purpose aforesaid, to t:1.ke
care said BiUs are imprinted with all convenient speed, and
to sign and deliver the same to the Trea~urer of this Colony,
taking his receipt therefor; and either one of the said Com-
mittee signing of the denomination of six Shillings and under,
shall be sufficient, and any two signing the other Bills shall be
also sufficient; and said Committee shall be sworn to a faith-
ful discharge of their trust; and the Treasurer is hereb)' di-
rected to payout said Bills according to the orders of this
Assembly. And for providing an ample and sufficient £1l1d
to call in, sink, and discharge, the aforesaidsum to be emitted
as aforesaid,

Be it enacted by the authority aforesaid, That a ta~: of
eia-ht Pence on the Pound be, and is hereby granted and
ordered to be levied on aU the Polls and rateable Estate in
this Colony, according to the list thereof to be brought 'into
this Assembly in October, 1778, with the additions; which
tax shall be collected and paid into the Colony Treawry
by the last day of December, 1780; which tax may be dis-
charged !:iypaying any of the BiUs issued by order of this
Assembly, Continental Bills, or lawful money; and the TI'ea-
surer of this Colony is hereby ordered and directed to send
out his warrants for collecting said tax accordingly.
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Resolved by thi:s Assembly, That the following be, and cognizable in the said Court, and to award execution there-
~ereby is, established as the form of the Commission for the on accordingly.
Chief Judge of the Superior Court; and the Govemour and" In testimony whereof we have caused the seal of our
Secretary are desired and directed to sign the same. said Colony to be hereunto affixed. .Witness ,
"The Governour and Company of the ENGLISH Colony of Esquire, Govemour of our said Colony of Connecticut, and

CONNECTICUT,in NEW-ENGLAND, in AMERICA. with the consent of the General Assembly of the same, this

'"
77 7 h h h 71 "

. . dayof. . . . . . ,Anno Domini177 .I' .L0 att peoplE to ~w om t ese presents s a come, greetwg :
" By his Honour's command: .

"Know ye, thatwe haveassigned,constituted,and ap-
". . . . . . . ,Secretary."pointed, and by these presents do assign, constitute, and ap-.

f d C I E b Ch f Resolved by this Assembly, That the following be, andpomt . . . . . . . ,0 sai oony, squire, "to e ie
fc hJudge of our Superior Court of Judicature, to be holden hereby is, established as the form of the Commission or t e

withinour Colony of Connecticut, in New-England, in Ame- Judges of the Courts of Probate within this Colony; and the
rica, with authority to use and exercise all powers and juris- Governour and Secretary are desired and directed to sign the
dictions belonging to the Chief Judge of our said Court, and same.
lodothat whichto justicedoth appertainto the laws in force" The Governou.rand Company of the ENGLISHColony of
inour said Colony; and the said. . . . . . . , assisted by CONNECTICUT,in NEW-ENGLAND,in AMERICA.
lwoor more of the Judges of our sa~dSuperior Court, whom" To . . . . . . , Esquire, Greeting:
we have assigned by our commissIOn for that purpose, to "Know ye, that we have assigned you, and every of you,~ear, try, and determine all causes and matters, civil and cri- jointly and severally, to keep the peace within the County.minaI, by law cognizable in the said Court, and to award of , within the Colony aforesaid; and to keep, and~xecution thereon accordingly. cause to be kept, all the laws and ordinances that are or shall

"In testimony whereof we have caused the seal of our be made for the good of the peace and conservation of the;aid Colony to be hereunto affixed. Witness. . , . . ., same, and for the quiet rule and government of the peopleEsquire, Governour of our said Colony of Connecticut, and of the County aforesaid; and to chastise and punish all per-with the consent of the General Assembly of the same, this sons offending, in the County aforesaid, against the said laws. . . day of . . . . , Anno Domini. . . . . . . or ordinances,or any of them, as according to those laws
". . . . , . . . , Governour. and ordinances shall be fit to be done; and to cause to come

"B h' H '
. d "Y IS onour s cornman. beforeyou, or any of you, all those persons who shall threaten

Resolved lYythis Assembly, That the following be, and anyone in his person or estate, to find sufficient sureties for
~ereby is, established as the form of the Commission for the the peace and good behaviour, 01'in default of their finding
A.ssistantJudges of the,Superior Court; and the Govemour sureties, to commit them to Jailor safe custody until they
md Secretary are desired and directed to sign the same. shall do so. And we have assigned )'ou to assist the Judge of
"The Governourand Company of the ENGLISHColony of the Co~mtyfor the County aforesa!d, to inqui~e of, hear, and

CONNECTICUTin NEW-ENGLANDin AMERICA. determme, by a ,Jury, or otherwIse, accordmg to law, all
"," II 7 t 'h th t h' II t . causes, matters, and things, civil and criminal, cognizable by. .L 0 a. peopLe 0 w om ese presen s s a come, gree mg:
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S t "Colony, and to hear, try, and determine, all causes and mat- . . . . . . ., eere ary,
lers,civiland criminal,by lawcognizablein the saidCourt, Resolved by thi,~ Assembly, That the followingbe, and
llld to award execution thereon accordingly.. hereby is, established as the form of a Commission for a

"In testimony whereof we have caused the publick seal of Field-Officer of a Regiment of Militia in this Colony, and
)ur said Colony to be hereunto affixed. Witness , the Govemour and Secretary are desired and directed to
Esquire, Govemour of our said Colony of Connecticut, and sign the same.
iViththe consent of the General AsseIl}b.lyof the same, this" J. T., Esq., Governour and Commander-in-Chief of the
. . . day of . . . . . ,Anno Domznz 177 .

ENGLISH Colony of CONNECTICUT, in NEW-ENG-
". . . , . . , , Governour. [L. s,] LANDin AMERICA:.,B h' H ' d "

,. Y IS onours cornman. , '" Es G t
.. '.LO . . . . . ., q., ree zng:

Resolved by thlS Assembly, That the following be, and .
b b' t bl' I d th fc f th C ..

fc "Whereas you are appomted by the General Assembly ofere y IS,es a ISIe as eOI'm 0 e ommlSSlon or a
said Colony to be. . . . . . of the. . . . .Regiment offudge of the Coullty Court, and the Govemour and Secre-
H d F ' 'd C I '

,
I d:ary are desired and directed to sign the same. orse an , oot m sal, 0 any; reposmg speCIa trust an

confidence In your fidelity, courage, care, and good conduct,, The Governouran~ Companyof the E!,GLISHColonyof I do,.by virtue of the laws of this,Colony,constitute andCONNECTICUT,zn NEW-ENGLAND,m AMERICA. appomt you to be . . . . . . Regiment. You are there-,
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting.' fore to take said Regiment into your care and charge, as
"Know ye, that we have assigned, constituted, and ap- their , and carefully and diligently to discharge

Jointed, and by these presents do assign, constitute, and that care and trust in ordering and exercising them, both
Lppoint . . . . . , of the said Colony, Esquire, to be Judge officers and soldiers, in arms, according to the rules and dis-
)f our County Court, to be holden in our County of , . ., cipline of war; keeping them in good order and government,
n our Colony of Connecticut, in New-En~land, with au- and commanding them to obey you as their. . . . . , for
.hority to use and exercise all powers and Jurisdictions be- the service of this Colony; and they are commanded to obey
onging to the said Court, and to do that which to justice you accordingly. And you are to conduct and lead forth
loth appertain, according to the laws in force in our said the said Regiment, or such part of them as you shall, from
::;olony; and the said. . . . . . , , assisted with two or time to time, receive orders from me, or from the Govemouf
nore Justices of the Peace and Quorum, to hear, try, and of this Colony for the time being, to encounter, repel, pur-
letermine all causes and matters, civil and criminal, by law sue, and destroy, by force of arms and by all fitting ways.
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and means, aH the enemies of this Colony who shaH, at any
time hereafter, in a hostile manner, attempt or enterprise the
invasion, detriment, or annoyance of this Colony. And you
;jlre to observe and obcy such orders and instructions as,
;from time to time, you shall receive from me, or other your
superior officers, pursuant to the trust hereby reposed in
you and the laws of this Colony.

""Given under my hand and the seal of this Colony, at
. . . . . , this. . . dayof . . . . . , A. D. 177 .

" By his Honour'scommand: .

". , . . . . . , Secretary."

Resolved by t/!is Assembly, That the form of a Commis-
sion for the Captain and Subaltern OtIicers of a Company
of Militia in this Colony shall be as follows, and the G0-
"ernour and Secretary are desired and directed to sign the
same.

.

"
J. T., Esq., Captain-General and Commander-in- Chief

of the ENGLISH Colony of CONNECTICUT,in NEw-[L. s.] E ANGLAND, j'n MERICA:

"To. . . . . . . , Gent.,Greeting:

" You being by the General Assembly of this Colony
accepted to be . . . . . . . . , reposing special trust and
confidence in your fidelity, courage, and good conduct, I do,
by virtue of the laws of this Colony me thereunto enabling,
appoint and empower you to take the said. . . . . . into,
your care and charge, as their. .. . . , carefuHyand dili-
gently to discharge that trust, exercising your inferior officers
and. . . . . . in the use of their arms, according to the
discipline of war, keeping them in good order and govern-
ment, and commanding them to obey you as their. . . . .
for the service of this Colony; and you are to observe all
such orders and directions as, from time to time, you shall
receive, either from me or from other your superior officers,
pursuant to the trust hereby reposed in you.

"Given under my hand and the seal of this Colony, in
. . . . . . , this. . . dayof . . . . . , A. D. 177 .

"By his Honour'scommand:
". . . . . . . , Secretary."

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Selectmen in the
respective Towns in this Colony, at or before the 1st day of
September next, shall take and transmit to his Honour the
Governour a particular account of all the perSons in their
respective Towns in this Colony, as well negroes or slaves
for life as white persons, distinguishing the number of those
who are under the age of twenty years from those who are
above that age, the sexes, or whether married or single, those
in the Militia, and all able-bodied men who do not belong
to the Militia; also all those who are now in actual service;
thereby to enable his Honour to prepare a complete answer
to a letter lately received from the Honourable John Hr;tn-
code, Esquire, President of the Continental Congress; and
that this act be forthwith distributed by the Representatives
in the present Assembly; and that the account, or whole
number of the persons in each Town, be attested on oath by
the Selectmen thereof, to have been faithfully and truly made
and completed.

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Treasurer of this
Colony take the legal ways and means to enforcE>the col-
lection of the Taxes due to this Colony, with all convenient
speed: Provided, nevertheless, That upon any of the Col-
lectors of such Rates producing to the Treasurer of this Co-
lony a certificate, under the hands of the civil authority and
Selectmen to which such Collectors belong, therein express-
ing the sum and amount of the Rates or Taxes arising on

,the lists of such persons in their respective rate-bills who are
actually abroad in the defence of the United Colonies, which
.is not collected, the said Tre~surer is hereby ordered and
directed not to enforce the colle~tion of such sum expressed

.and certifiedas afor~said,until their return, or a more con-
,venient season.

Whereas, it is for pub]ick benefit to support the credit of
the CoPtinental Cl1rrency passing in this Colony; and for
that end, of importance that the same shQuld be received in
payment of pub1ick taxes:

. It is therefore resolved by this Assembly, That the Treasurer
of this Colony may, and he is hereby directed to receive the
paper bills of the Continental currency, when offered in pay-

- ment of Colony taxes, or any debts payable to the Trcas!lre.\'
<of tbis Colony, until otherwise i.nstructed by thi$ Assembly.

An Act to restrain the exportation of Rum, Sugar, Molas-
ses, Salt, and other "VEST-IxDIA productions, out of th is
Colony, for the time. therein limited.
Whereas, it hath been represented to this Assembly that

sundry persons are engrossing Rum, Sugar, Molasses, Salt,
and other TYest-India goods, with an intent to export the
same out of ~his Colony, whereby great inconveniences milY
at present anse:

~e i~ enacted by the Governow', Council, and Represen-,
tatwes m General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, That no Rum, Sugar, Molasses, Salt, or other
West-India goods, shall be exported out of this Colony, hy
land or water, on or before the 1st day of ~November next,
under the same penalties and forfeitures as already expressed
in one statute of tbis Colony, entitled "An act to enable
tbe Governour to lay an embargo, and for rendering the same
when laid effectual;" or shall be otherwise punished by klr-
fciting the value of such goods so put on board, shipped or
exported; and that all offenders shall be proceeded against
in like manner and form as in and by said statute is provi-
ded; and that his Honour the Governour be desired forth-
with to issue his Proclamation prohibiting such exportation1
accordingly. Provided, nevertheless, That any West-India
goods necessary for the use of the Continental Army, upon
application made to his Honour the Governour by the Con-
tinental Congress, or his Excellency General Washington,
may be permitted to be exported by the license of his Honour;
anything in this act to the contrary notwithstanding.

Oliver Ellsworth, Esq., is appointed, directed, and em-
powered, forthwith to proceed to Major-General Schuyler
at Albany, or elsewlH~rc, and lay before him the Accounts
and Pay-Rolls of the several Reg~ments and Compan:ies
raised in this Colony, and employed the last year in Con-
tinental service at Canada, and which have been already
paid by this Colony, and request of him a Warrant for re-
payment of the sums advanced and paid to said Continen-
tal Troops aforesaid, and to receive, safe keep, and convey
and deliver to the Treasurer of this Colony whatever sUm
or sums he may receive on account as aforesaid, and take
his receipt therefor, and the same lodge with the Secretary
of this Colony.

This Assembly do appoint the Honourable Matthew GriB..
wold, Eliphalet Dyer, Jabez Huntington, TV1'lliamWilliams,
and Richard Law, Esquires, Messrs. Titus lIosmer, Benja-
min Huntington, Colonel Jedediah Elderkin, William Hill-
house, and Nathaniel Wales, Jun., to be a Council or Com~
mittec of Safety, to assist his Honour the Governour when
the Assembly is not sitting, with full power and authority to
order and direct the Militia and Navy of this Colony, and the
marches and stations of the Troops that have been or shall
be inlisted and assembled for tbe special defence of this or the
neighbouring Colonies, or any part or parts thereof, as they
shall judge neces.sary, and to give all necessary orders from
time to time for furnishing and supplying the Militia, Troops,
and Navy, in every respect and to every purpose that may
be needful to render the defence of these Colonies effectual,
with full power and authority to fulfil and execute eyery
trust already reposed or that shall be reposed by this As-
sembly in his Honour the Governollr and Council of Safi~ty
aforesaid. A)1d this Assembly do expect and desire his
Honour the Gov~rpo.ur tQ pQtify and convene the whole of
said Council on all important occasions and business which
may be hefore them; but where the necessity and safety of
the publick may require greater despatch than can consist
with the notice and attendance of the who.le, and on smaller.
matters, his Honour the Governour, at his discretion, may
convene a smaller number, not less than five to be a quorum,
to act with him in tbe matters and business as aforesaid.

Resolved by this Assembly, That the pay of the Council
of Safety shall be to each man eight Shillings per day for
bis time and expenses in that service; and the Committee
of Pay-Table are directed to draw <;>nthe Treasurer for Itl;1e
same accordingly.

Resolved by this Ammbly, That his Honour the Gove.r-
nour be desired, and he is hereby requested, to prepare
authenticated copies of the Petitions to the King, and Let-
ters to the Secretary of State, &c., passed since the begin-
ning of the present unhappy contest between Great Bri(/fir}.
and the American Colonies, and transmit them to the Con-
tinental "Congress.
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His Honour the Governour havinO"laid before this Assem- and Letters of Marque and Reprisal, sent or that shall be
bly the doings and proceedi~gs of 11.imself,~ith the advi~e se?t, from time to time, by the ~resident of the Congress to
of the Council of Safety, assIgned hun relatIve to the fortI- ~}IISA~sembly, and the same ?chver t~ the person or persons
fying of the Po~ and Harb~ur of New-London" pUl'S~ant Illtendmg to fit out such prIvate Shlps-of-War, who ,shall
to a resolve of tlllS Assembly m December last, wluch dOIngs apply for the same; and, also, to ~ee, the proper bonds exe-
and proceedings are approved of: And it being represented cuted and sent with such Comnllsslon~, and see the same
to this Assembly that the Works are not ye! co~plf'ted, and duly retu~ned, agreeable to the resolutIOns of the honour-
that it is necessary to employ more hands m saId "\Vorks, able Contmental Congress.

It is Resolved and Ordered, That his Honour the Gover- Resolved l1ythis Assembly, That the Committee of Pay-
nour be directed, and is hereby desired, with the advice and Table be, and they are hereby, directed to receive and ad-
assistance of the Committee of Safety, to carryon and com- just the Accounts of supporting the Continental Prisoners
plete said Works, and to e.mploy as ma~y men as they may in this Colony; and prepa.re authentic.k copies thereof, pro-
judge proper and convelllent, and to gIve such orders and perIy attested, and transmIt them to Ius Honour the Gover-
instructions, from time to time, as to them may seem meet nour, who is desired to forward tlie same, to be laid before
and convenient. the honourable Continental Congress for payment.

.Whereas a representation hat~ no~v been ma.de to th~s .Whereas it appears that there is still an arrearage of Sup-
Assembly that some of the SoldIers II1 the servIce of .tlus plies or Rations due to the Officers and So]diers that went
Co]ony last year who were returned D~serters ~ave recelyed from this Colony last year in the Northern Army; wherefore,
their whole wages, the return of theIr desertIon no~wlth- that what is ri"ht and just may be done to them therein,
standing-in Colonel Storrs's Company, ten; in Captain It is Resolv~d and Ordered, That the Commissaries ap-
~Mosely's Company, thirty; in Captain Knowlton'~ Com- pointed last year by this Colony do, as soon as may be, col-
pany, seven; in <";aptain Clark's Company, t~o; III C~p- lect an exact Account of what quantity or part of the daily
tain Elliott's Company, two ;-and a CommIttee havmg Rations was delivered out, and of all such arrears that may
been now appointed to, inquire whethe.r the mistake hap- be justly due!O said qfficers and Soldiers, from the Colonels
pened fraudulently, desIgnedly, or accIdentally, and w~o, of the respectIve Regrments that marched to the northward,
and how far any person or persons were frau.dulentJy or I~- duly certified by said Colonels and the Quartermasters of
advertently concerned and ins!rumental. therem, ~nd wha~ IS said several Regiments, or by the Commissary of Suppl~e~,
proper further to be done therem, and saId CommIttee havmg or other proper or sufficient evidence; and that they exhIbIt
now reported that the several persons concerned in the, pre- such Accounts, as soon as may be, to the Commissary-
mises not being present, and that they are not now fur;l1shed General of the Northern Department, and obtain payment
with any documents to investigate th~ true ~tate a,nd clrcum- thereof as far as may be; and, in case of failure, that they
stances of the several R1atters aforesaId, whICh said report of apply to the Pay-Table with such Accounts and Vouchers,
said Committee is now accepted and approved, who are hereby directed to adjust and order payment of

It is therefore Resolved, That his Honou~ the Govemour what they shaH find justly due, after deducting therefrom to
be directed to write to the Delegates from thIs Colony to t?e each Soldier what they have received on account of Conti-
Continental Congress, advising them of the matters aforesaId, nental allowance made by General Schuyler for biJJeting
that no prejudice may accrue to this Colony therein; and and additional days, over and abm'e the Colony allowance,
that the Committee of Pay-Table be, a~d t~ey are hereby, which is two Shillings and six Pence per week in billeting,
appointed and empowere~ fu.lly to examme mto the several and about eight Shillings per man for the whole term of their
matters and facts aforesaid m such way and manner as to inlistment in the addition of days.
them shaH appear prop~r and nece~sary, and make rep?rt

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Home Commissariesof w~at they shall find 111the premIses to the next seSSIOn
be, and they are hereby, directed speedily to settle their Ac-

of thIs Assembly.
. cQunts with the General and Deputy Commissaries whom

Captain Jeremiah Wadsworth, Colonel Jona,than Fztch, they have supplied in their different departments with Pro-
Capta~n William .Ledyard, Captai~ Sam;uel Sqwre, CO~Ol1el visions, warlike Stores, &c., and take duplic~te copies of th~ir
Jededz.ah Elderlan, and Mr. Jededzah 8tr~ng, are appomted Accounts when stated, settled, and subscnbed by Commls-
a Committee to purchase five th?usand pall' of Yam Stock- saries, observing, as nearly as can be, a distinction between
inO"s for the use of the Arm y m Canada, upon the best the Supplies that were antecedent to the 3d of AuO'ust last~ . b ,terms they can, as soon as.may b.e, and make report to hIs and those that were subsequent to that time; one set of which
Honour the .Governo~r, wIth a fall' ~ccount of the numb~r copies will be vouchers for the Home Commissaries to settle
they respectively furnISh.,and .the prIces they cost; and h.ls with the Committee of Pay-Table, and the other to be made
Honour the Governour IS desIred thereupon to cause saId use of in supporting the Colony's demand on the Continen-
St~ckings to be transported to Ne~- y or~, and t?ere to be tal Congress for reimbursement.
delIvered to John Alsop, or Franczs LewM, EsqUIres, agre~-

Whereas it is of importance as weJJ as necessary that theable to the request of the qongress.i and, also, to transmIt
Troops that lately went to the Cam at Cambridge and Rox-the accounts of the cost of said Sto~kmgs t? Roger Sherman,
bury, also those that marched to 1\~w- York, in ContinentalEsq., that the sa~e may be speedIly repaId.
service, all from this Colony, and now returned, should be

Resolved by t.hzsAssembly, That there be a further pre- immediately paid off without further delay: It is thereupon
miul11of two ShiUings and six Pence, lawful ~oney, paid Resolved and Ordered, That Colonel James -"Vadsworth,
out of the Colony Treasury for every double-brIdled good Jun., Colonel Matthew Talcott, and Colonellchabod Lewis,
and wel~-~ade Gunlock that shall be made and m~nufac- be, and they are hereby, appointed and empowered to col-
tured wlthm the Colony after the 10th dar of J~11;eII1stant, lect and receive all the Pay-Rolls of the several Companies
and before the 20th day of o.c~obernex~, III addItIOnto the that marched in the service aforesaid, and apply to the Ge-
premium or bounty of one ShIllmg and sIXPence heretofore neral to aJJow and settIe the same and obtain his order for
granted by this Assembly. . the payment of the moneys due tl1ereon, for the benefit of

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Gover- the Officers and Soldiers to whom it is due, and deli~'er and
nourand the Committee of Safety be authorized and required, pay the same accordingly; and the Committee of the Pay-
and they are hereby authorized and required, to examine and Table are hereby ordered and directed to adjust and give
adjust aH accounts of expenses incurred or that may be in- order for the payment of all losses of arms, accoutrements,
curred, or for services that have been or may be done, on as also for expenses of siekness for such Officers and Soldiers,
account and for the use of this Colony, by order of that in the same manner and according to the same rules and re-
honourable Board in pursuance of any Act, Resolution, or gulations that have, or are hereby established, for the benefit
direction of the General Assembly, and certify the sum or of those Officers and So]diers that have been raised and sent
sums they may Hnd due on such Accounts to the Commit- out by special order of this Assembly, and to state an ac-
tee of the Pay-Table, who shall receive and file such cer- count thereof, in order that it may be transmitted to Congress
titicates, and draw on the Treasurer for the sum or sums for payment.
therein contained accordingly. Resolved by tMs Assembly, That the Committee of the

This Assembly do appoint, empower, and desire his Honour Pay-Table be directed, and they are hereby directed and
the Governour, during the present session of this Assemb]y, empowered, to settle and adjust the Account or Accounts.
to fiUup the blank Commissions for private Ships-of-War, with the respective Commissaries employed by this Colony,

'*'
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under oath, and that tbey draw on the Colony Treasurer for
such sum or sums as may be found respectively and justly
due to them upon such settlement and adjustment as shall
be made as aforesaid, and to receive whatever slIms shall be
found due to the Colony, and pay over to the Treasurer; and
also to settle and adjust Accounts with the Commissary-Ge-
neral, and to make such allowances to him fix his trouble in
receiving in and delivering out stores, provisions, &c., as
they shall judge just and reasonable, and draw on the Trea-
surer therefor.
. This Assembly do appoint, authorize, and empower, Na-
thaniel Wales, Jun., Esq., of 1Vindham, to liquidate, adjust,
and settle, the Aecount or Accounts subsisting between this
Colony and Elisha Pain, Esq., late King's Attorney for the
County of 1Vindham, and to receive, secure, and recover,
whatever balance may be found due thereon, and account
render of his doings in the premises to this Assembly.

Resolved by this Assembly, That all accounts of expenses
incurred for making necessary provisions for sick Soldiers of
this Colony in the Army of the late compaign, when they
could not be otherwise supplied without great inconvenience
and danger to the sick, and which provisions were approved
and directed by any of the Surgeons of said Army, may be
bid before the Committee of Pay-Table, and being properly
certified and attested, said Committee are hereby authorized
and directed to settle and adjust the same, and draw on the
Treasurer for payment of what they shall find just and rea-
sonable; and also, in case any Officer or Soldier, in battle or
otherwise, by inevitable Providence and without his default,
shall lose or destroy his arms, clothing, or accoutrements, or
the same shall be so lost or destroyed, upon proper evidence
thereof being produced to said Committee of Pay-Table,
they are also authorized to receive and examine the accounts
thereof, and draw on the Treasurer for the just and reason-
able value thereof.

Resolved by this AssemMy, That the several Postmasters
be, and they are hereby directed to prepare their accounts
of debts and credits arising in their offices, whilst employed
by this Assembly, and lay the same before the Committee
of Pay-Table f9r adjustment; and all special Posts, who
have in fact been in the Continental service, be, and they are
hereby, advised to prepare true and attested accounts of
their service and expenses, and procure authentick certificates
of their services, from the person or persons by them em-
ployed and encouraged, or from such persons as are knowing
to their being so employed and encouraged, that they may
be properly laid before the honourable Continental Con-
gress for payment.

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Colone1s of theMi-
litia Regiments marched to New-York, on the first and last
requisitions of General Washington, be, and they are hereby
directed speedily to forward the Pay-Rolls of the several
Companies in their respective Regiments, to his Honour the
Governour and Council of Safety, to be adjusted, and a\l-
thentick copies thereof prepared, to be transmitted by his
Honour the Governour to General Washington, for pay-
ment.

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Commissaries of the
Militia Regiments that marched to New- Iork, on requisition
of General Washington, be, and they are hereby directed
to prepare their accounts of supplies for those Regiments,
and lay the same before his Honour the Governour and Coun-
cil of Safety, for adjustment, and to be transmitted to Ge-
neral Washington, for his order for their payment.

It being represented to this Assembly by the Committee
appointed in May last to procure three thousand stands of
Arms for the use of this Colony, which were to have been
completed by the ]st day of May instant, that by means
of unforeseen difficulties and delays they have not been
able yet to obtain the number ordered, and some of those

. engaged are yet in the hands of the workmen unfinished;
and the Colony not being supplied with a sufficient quantity
of Arms, .

It is therefore resolved by this Assembly, That the acts
and resolves of this Assembly for procuring, encouraging and
regulating the manufacture of Fire-Arms and Locks, accord-
ing to the directions there given, and the provisions thereof,
be, and they are hereby revived, and shall be and continue
jn force until the session of this Assembly in October next;

and the Committee therein named are directed to use t'1eir
utmost care and vigilance to provide and procure the num-
ber of such Arms as are thereby directed and ordered, and
make report of their doings in the premises.

Resolved by tltis Assembly, That the inhabitants of the
Town of Saybrook have liberty to build a Battery at the
place where the old Fort stood in said town, so that it be
weJl constructed, to contain six carriage-guns, for the defence
of said town and harbour; and that the inhabitants be en-
couraged thereto with the assistance of twenty men from the
Regiment to be stationed at New-London, &c., in labour-
ing to build said Fort, and to guard the same so long as the
Governour and Council of Safety shall think fit; al!d that
said Fort be furnished with three good carriage-guns, in ad-
dition to those that be already there; all to be mounted on
proper carriages, and furnished with a sufficiency of powder
and ball, and all other necessary implements for said guns
and Fort, as soon as may be, at the expense of this Colony,
to be under the direction of bis Honour the Governour and
Council of Safety, during the pleasure of this Assembly.

W.hereas it is represented to this Assembly, that sundry
of the Non-Commissioned Officers and Soldiers belonging
to some of the Regiments in this Colony, have, in a late
instance, refused to march to New- York, for the defence of
this and that Co]ony, pursuant to orders giyen for that pur-
pose by the Captain-General of this Colony, agreeable to
the laws in such case made and provided, by which refusal
of such Soldiers, &c., the peace and safety of the good peo-
ple of these Colonies are greatly exposed to danger, &c. :

It is thereupon resolved by this Assembly, That the At-
torney for the Governour and Company of this Colony in
the County of Fairfield, be, and he is hereby ordered and
directed, without delay, to examine and inquire into the
grounds and foundations of the matters aforesaid, and, where
he finds sufficient cause, to pursue such legal prosecutions as
are necessary to trying such supposed offenders, and in Gase
they are found guilty, to suffer the just punishment provided
by law, and prevent the mischief threatened thereby.

Rcsolved by this Assembly, That the respective Towr,s in
this Colony that have supplied any Powder for the pub'ick,
shall lay in their accounts thereof, before the Committee of
the Pay-Table, well authenticated; and thereupon the said
Committee shall adjust the same, together with such rea-
sonable allowance for their trouble and expense therein, as
the said Committee shall think just, and give an order in
fayour of the Selectmen of such Town upon any of the
Powder-Mills in this Colony, to be refunded in Powder, for
such quantity as said Committee shall judge just and reaSOD-
able.

Whereas the article of Sulphur is necessary, and must
be speedily procured for publick use; and whereas one Mr.
Tlwmas Bidwell, of Pennsylvania, has proposed to this As-
sembly that upon his receiving from the Colony twenty :3Uit-
able pots, with their receivers; and the privile~e of using the
Sulphur Ore drawn from the Lead~Mine in Mzddletown, {j'ee
from charge, and the Colony taking off from his hands all
the well-wrought, refined, and genuine Sulphur, which he
shall manufacture within this Colony, out of Ore found "l'ith-
in the same, at the price of two Pounds ten Shillin~ for
each hundred weight of such Sulphur made and manuJac-
tured as aforesaid, within the space of two years next after
the 1st day of June, 1776, he will immediately enter upon
and continue the manufacturing of such Sulphur in this Ca-
lony, upon Ore found within the same, for the space afore-
said, for the use of this Colony, and deliver what Sulphur he
shall so make to the Colony at said price; and at the expi-
ration of said term, or whensoever he shall quit sai<;lhusi-
ness here, he will fully communicate to some proper person,
in the interest of this Colony, and an inhabitant of the same,
for the benefit of the Colony, all the ski1l and art of manu-
facturing Sulphur, and leave such pots and receivers in the
condition they shall then be found in, to the use of the Co-
lony; which proposals are accepted by this Assembly on
this condition, that the Colony will not at present engage to
receive more than fifty tons of Sulphur, to be made and
manufactured by said Bidwell as aforesaid.

Therefore it is resolved by this Assembly, That tW'Jnty
suitable pots, and their receivers, for the manufacturing
Sulphur, shall be forthwith provided at the expense of this
Colony, and delivered to said Bidwell, at such place within
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said Colony as he shall choose to erect his Works in, for the
manufacture aforesaid; and he hath full liberty to make use of
the Sulphur Ore raised at ltliddletown, free from any charge
to him therefor, for the purpose aforesaid. And Colonel
Joshua Porter is appointed with the said Bidwell, to procure
the said twenty pots and receivers, for the purpose aforesaid,
in the best manner they can for the publick advantage.

And it is fU1"therresolved by the authority aforesaid,
That this Colony will take and receive of the said Bidwell
the Sulphur to be by him made and manufactured of the
materials foundwithin this Colony within the term aforesaid,
and at the price aforesaid, not exceeding fifty tons; and his
Honour the Governour and Council of Safety are hereby
empowered to do and order what further may be found ne-
cessary to execute the design of this resolve.

Resolved by this Assembly, That his Honour the Gover-
nour and Council of Safety be, and they are hereby desir-
ed to order an account of the whole expense of raising and
marching Colonel Burrell's Battalion to Albany, together
with the expenditure of the twelve thousand five hundred
Dollars received for that purpose, to be collected and pro-
perly stated, and laid before the honourable Continental
Congress for settlement.

Whereas information has been given to this Assembly,
that Captain Daniel Hill, Lieutenant Peter Lyon, and En-
sign Samuel Hawley, all of the Eleventh Company in the
Fourth Regiment in this Colony, under the command of
Gold Selleck Silliman, Esquire, Colonel of said Regiment,
have, instead of forwarding, as it was their duty to do, en-
deavoured to obstruct and embarrass, and have, in fact, ne-
glected and refused to obey certain orders given out to said
officers by said Colonel, in pursuance of orders from the
Governour, the Captain-General, some time in lUarclLlast,
for the purpose of inlisting or detaching a certain number in
said Company to march for New- York; which orders the
said officers have severally contemptuously disobeyed, and
greatly obstructed the execution t,hereof: Whereupon this
Assembly order and decree, that a precept be issued forth
by the Secretary of this Colony, immediately to arrest the
bodies of them, the said Daniel Hill, Peter Lyon, and
Samuel Hawley, respectively, and them have before this
As;;embly, to answer to the said information, and be further
dealt with as to justice appertains; and that Colonel Silli-
man, with other proper evidences, he also cited to appear.

Whereas the honourable Continental Congress have late-
ly ordered and delivered to the Delegates of this Colony the
sum of ten thousand five hundred Dollars, to defray the ex-
pense of raising a Regiment ordered by Congress to be
raised in this Colony; and whereas Olive.r Wolcott, Esquire,
one of said Delegates, took for his own use on account of
this Colony, out of said sum, the sum of one hundred and
forty Dollars; and Roger Sherman, Esquire, took for his
own use qn account of this Colony, the sum of one hundred
Dollars, and also sixteen Dollars given to bring the remain-
der, being ten thousand two hundred and forty-four Dol-
lars, to the Treasurer of this Colony, and the same is de-
livered to said Treasurer:

It is now Rcsolved, That the Treasurer charge the said
Roger Sherman and Oliver Wolcott, Esquires, with the seve-
ral sums received as aforesaid in account.

And it is further Resolved, That the Treasurer replace the
aforesaid sums of two hundred and forty Dollars, for the
purpose of defraying the expense of raising said Regiment,
and charge the said sixteen Dollars in said account.

Mr. Nathaniel Shaw, Jun., Colonel Jonathan Fitch,
Captain Jeremiah Wadsworth, Mr. Thaddeus Burr, Mr.
Nathaniel Wales, Jun., and Mr. Jedediah Strong, are ap-
pointed a Committee to procure eighteen hundred Pounds,
lawful money, in Specie, in exchange for Bills, and pay the
same to his Honour the Governour, to be improved fi)r the
use of the Northern Army, agreeable to a request of the
Congress; and the Committee of Pay-Table are directed to
draw upon the Treasurer in their favour for said sum in bills,
taking their receipt, to improve the same to the purpose afore-
said, and render their accou!)t. And his Honour the Gover-
nour is desired, on receipt of said sum, or any part thereof,
to forward the same to the proper Treasurer, Paymaster, or
officer, to be used for the purpose aforesaid, and lay the ac-
count thereof before the Congress, that the same may be
replaced in the Treasury as soon as may be.

'Whereas, in the present session of this Assembly, a Com-
mittee was appointed to procure a sum of money in Specie,
in exchange for Bills, and pay the same to his Honour the
Governour, to be improved for the use of the Northern
Army, agreeable to a request, &c.; and whereas it now
appears that a more expeditious method of collecting the
same is devised:

Resolved by this Assembly, That the said appointment
be, and the same is hereby revoked and made null and
void.

The honourable Continental Congress having lately re-
quested of this Colony to furnish a quantity of Hard Mon.ey
or Specie for the use of the Northern Army, and engaged to
replace the same in Continental Bills, &c.,

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Treasurer of this
Colony be, and he is hereby directed to procure, in addition
to what he has in Colony stock on hand, and can be con-
veniently spared, so as to make the sum of eighteen hun-
dred Pounds, lawful money, in Specie, in the whole, and
the said sum forward and deliver to the proper Treasurer,
Paymaster, or Receiver, of the Continental Army, for the
Northern Department, taking his receipt therefor, and the
same deliver to his Honour the Governour, with his ac-
count of expenses attending the same; who is desired to
have the same properly laid before the said honourable
Continental Congress, that the same may be replaced in the
Treasury as soon as may be; said Treasurer to be allowed
said sum in account, and to be charged with the same when
received and replaced as aforesaid.

Resolved by this Assembly, That Colonel Selah Hart be,
and he is hereby appointed, in addition to the Committee
appointed hy this Assembly in May last, to provide such
store of Lead as they shall judge necessary for the use oC
this Colony; and said Committee are further authorized and
directed, on behalf of this Colony, to contract for, purchase,
and take the Lead Ore that is or may be raised out of the
Lead-Mine found in the possessionof Mr. Matthew Hart, in
Farmington, and to dig and raise Ore in said Mine so far
as shall appear to them profitable and necessary, for the
benefit of this Colony.

Ordered, That the Committee of the Pay-Table of this
Colony draw on the Treasurer in favour of Colonel Josh'J14
Porter, of /)'alisbury,Overseer of the Cannon-Foundry car-
rying on at the Furnace in said Town, for the sum of eight
hundred Pounds, in Continental or this Colony bills, keep-
ing a proper account thereof, and taking his receipt therefor,
to account for the improvement thereof in the service afore-
said, when thereto required.

Resolved, That Thaddeus Burr, Esquire, call upon the
Postmasters from Hartford to Greenwzeh,on the road to
New- York, and receive their accountsof the sums of money
received by them respectively, for postage of Letters, be-
tween the 15th day of June. and 15th of November, 1775,
and adjust the same with them; and that he collect and re-
ceive the several balances due on such accounts, and render
his account thereof to the Treasurer of this Colony when
required.

Whereas this Assembly, at their session in .october last,
appointed Oliver Wolcott and Andrew Ada1"lS,Esquires, a
Committee to settle and adjust Accounts with Daniel Sher-
man and Benjamin Stiles, Esquires, for five hundred Pound!,
b)' them received out of the Treasury of this Colony, to pay
off and discharge the Prizes in the Ousatonick River Lottery,
which Committee were directed to make report of their
doings in this Assembly; and said Committee having made
no report or done anything relating thereto, because the
said Oliver lYolcott, Esquire, hath not nor now is able to
attend the same:

Therefore Resolved by this Assembly, That Andrew
Adams and Reuben Smith, Esquires, of Litchfield, be, and
they hereby are, appointed a Committee to settle and adjust
the Accounts with the said Daniel Sherman and Benjamin
Stiles, Esquires, of their doings in the premises, as also their
services, and receive of them whatever 'Slimor part of said
five hundred Pounds may be left in their hands not dispo-
sed of for the use aforesaid; and the said Daniel Sherman
and Benjamin Stiles, Esquires, are directed to render their
account and payment as aforesaid to this Committee, who
are to make report to the next General Assemb]y of their
doings in the premises. I



1627 CONNECTICUT ASSEMBLY, MAY, 1776. 1628

Whereas information has been given to this Assembly,
.~hat Captain Hezekiah Brown, of the Twelfth Military
Company, in the Tenth Regiment in this Colony, under the
command of Colonel James T¥adsworth, Colonel of said
Regiment, hath, instead or forwarding, as it was his duty to
do, endeavoured to obstruct and embarrass, and hath in fact

. neglected and refused to obey certain orders given out to
him by Jonathan Baldwin, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel of
said Regiment, in pursuance of orders from the Captain-
General of this Colony, to detach men for the service and
defence of this Colony, &c.: Whereupon this Assemblyor-
der and direct, that a precept be issued forth by the Secretary
of this Colony, immediately to arrest the body of him the
said Hezekiah Brown, and him have before this Assembly,
to answer to the said information, and further dealt with as
to justice appertains; and Colonel Baldwin, with other pro-
per evidence, be also cited to appear, &c.

It being represented to this Assembly by the Selectmen
of the Town of New-11lilford, that Captain Isaac Bostwick
Was appointed by the inhabitants of said New-Milford, at
their meeting held in December, 1774, a Collector, to collect
the Colony rate or tax, made on the list of the inhabitants of
said town in 1774, payable to the Treasurer of this Colony
by the last day of December, 1775, and in July last this
Assembly did appoint the said Isaac Bostwick a Captain in
Colonel Webb's Regiment, raised for the defence of this Co-
~ony; and that the said Bostwick did enter into said service,
and still continues in said service, therefore being unable to
collect said rate: Whereupon, the inhabitants of said town,
in town-meeting, held in December, 1775, appointed Mr.
Benjamin Bostwick, Jun., to collect said rate, and pray
that the Assembly would order and direct the Treasurer of
this Colony to issue his warrant to the said Bcnjamin Bost-
wick, Jun., to levy and collect the same. Whereupon this
Assembly do order and direct that the Treasurer of this Ca-
lony issue his warrant to the said Benjamin Bostwick, Jun.,
to levy and collect the said rate or tax as aforesaid.

This Assembly. do appoint Colonel Thomas Fitch, Mr.
Rufus Lathrop, Mr. Ebenezer Plummer, Mr. Samuel Bishop,
Jun., Major Samuel Selden, Colonel Joseph Hall Cook,
Colonel Experience &orrs, and Colonel Philip BUrl' Brad-
ky, a Committee to audit and adjust the Colony Accounts
with the Treasuret of this Colony, and make report of their
doings in the premises to this Assembly.

This Assembly do appoint Henry Champion, Esq., to be
Colonel of the Twenty-Fifth Regiment of Militia in this
Colony;

Dyer Throop, Esquire, to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the
Twenty-Fifth Regiment of Militia in this Colony;

Jabez Chapman, Esq., to be Major of the Twenty-Fifth
Regiment of Militia in this Colony;

. Obadiah Hosford, Esq., to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the
Twelfth.Regiment of Militia in this Colony;

Jeremiah Mason, Esq., to be Major of the Twelfth Re-
gi'ment of Militia in this Colony;
.

Seth Smith, Esq., to be Major of the Eighteenth Regi;..
ment of Militia in this Colony;

Fisher Gay, Esq., to be Colonel of the Fifteenth Regi-
'ment of :M:ilitiain this Colony;

Selah Hart, Esq., to be Lieutenant-Colonel of the Fif-
teenth Regiment of Militia in this Colony, in the room of
Fisher Gay, Esq., promoted.

. Upon the Memorialof Seth Adams, of Wilbraham,in the
Colony of lYlf1ssachusetts-Bay, showing that in April last
he purchased thirty-nine bushels of Salt and one hogshead
of Rum in this Colony, to carry to his own house in said
Wilbraham, as sOQnai>he could conveniently have trans-
ported the same, praying for liberty now to carry the Salt
and Rllm out of this Colony, &c., as per Memorial, &c. :

"
Resolved by this Assembly, The Memorialist have, and

liberty and license is hereby granted to him, to transport
said Ram and Salt out of this Colony to said Wilbraham,
the late embargo laid by this Assembly notwithstanding.

Upon the Memorial of Amariah Plum, a soldier in Ca-
lonel IIinman's Regiment, raised for the defence of this
Colony in the year 1775, showing to this Assembly that he
was a soldier in Cartain Watson's Company, in said Regi-
ment, at the siege 0 &. John's,in the Provinceof Quebeck;
that, in obedience to the orders of his officers, he was, on
the first day of said siege, in a detachment at some dis.tance

from said garrison, where they were fired upon and engaged
by a party of the enemy, in which action he was wounded
by a musket hall, which broke the bone of his thigh, whereby
he fell into the hands of the enemy, and was conveyed into
said garrison, and there remained until the surrender of the
same; that by the badness of the wound, &c., the Memo-
rialist has the mortification to find himself still a cripple, and
so must remain through life, being thereby in a great mea-
sure disabled from labour, the only means in ,his power of
supporting himself and family, praying this Assembly 1[0
grant relief, &c., as per Memorial on file:

Resolved by this Assembly, That the sum of twenty-five
Pounds, lawful money, be granted, and the same is herehy
granted to the said Amariah Plum, on his Memorial as afore,..
said; and the Treasurer of the Colony is hereby ordered to
pay the same accordingly; that the deposition on which said
Memorial is granted be lodged with the Committee of the
Pay-Table by the Memorialist; and. that said Committee
thereupon give him an order on the Treasurer for said sum.

Upon the Memorial of RODertFairchild, Stephen Bur-
roughs, and Abraham Brinsmaid, all of Stratford, repre-
senting that it is needful, in their opinion, to have another
Powder-Mill built in this Colony, for manufacturing Gun-
powder for publick use, and that Stratford is the most
proper place; and praying for liberty to erect the same in
said Town, where they have a convenient place, &c., as
per Memorial on file:

Resolved by this Assembly, The Memorialists have liberty,
and license is hereby granted them, to erect such Powder-
Mill in said Stratford, for the purpose aforesaid, under the
regulations which other Powder-Mills in this Colony by law
are.

Upon the Memorial of Isaac Bostwick, of New-Milford,
in Litchfield County, showing to this Assembly that he was
a Captain in Colonel Webb's Regiment, and that he 1'(,-
ceived, for the use of the Colony, twenty-three stands of
Arms, and gave his receipt for the same; which were carried
and used in publick sen~ce, and, at the end of the campaign,
returned to the Selectmen of the Towns of Kent, Salisbury,
and Canaan, and were again delivered out to the soldiers
going against Quebeck; and the said Brstwick not being-
able to procure receipts for the same, praying that the
Committee of the Pay-Table may be directed to pay the
Memorialist his full wages, taking his bond, &c., as per
Memorial on file :

Resolved by this Assembly, That the Committee of the
Pay-Table be, and they are hereby, directed to pay to the
Memorialist the full sum due to him, and to take bis bond,
payable to the Treasurer of this Colony, with proper con-
ditions for the security of the value of said Arms unaccounted
for; and that the Memorialist do account for said Arms, or
pay the value thereof in some reasonable time.

Upon the Memorial of James Law, of Lebanon, in Wind-
ham County, showing that he was a soldier in the service of
this Colony and Continent in the year I77?, in the Army
near Boston; was drawn off and engaged In the battle. of
Bunker's Hill, the 17th day of June, when be had the mis-
fortune to have his right arm broken by a shot from the
Ministerial Troops, by which he has wholly lost the use of
his hand; is a, Joiner by trade; about twenty-two years old;
has no estate, nor any means of supporting himself but by
labour, which, by means thereof, he is unable to perform,
and thereby deprived of his prospects of support and com-
fort, praying for relief, &c., as per Memorial on file:

It is thereforeResolvedby this Assembly, That the Trea.-
surer of this Colony pay unto the said James Law the sum
of fifty Pounds, in current bills of credit, as and for a relief
and support to him under his disabled and distressed circum..
stances.

The Report of the Honourable Matthew Griswold, Esq.,
and the rest of the Committee appointed to inquire into thp
allegations of a certain complaint exhibited to the present
Assembly by Mr. Jeremiah Halsey against Captain Edward
lYfott, as on file, is accepted by this Assembly,

And thereupon Resolved, That there doth not appear
sufficient grounds or foundation for this Assembly to make
any further inquiry thereon.

This Assembly do grant to his Honour Governour Trum-.
bull the sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds, for the first
half of his salary the current year.
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This Assemhly do grant to his Honour Deputy Governour

Griswold, the sum of fifty Pounds, for the first half of his
salary the current year. .

This Assembly do grant to his Honour Governour Trum-
bull the sum of one hundred Pounds for his extraordinary
services the year past; and order and direct the Treasurer
to pay the same accordingly.

This Assembly do grant to John Lawrence, Esq., Trea-
surer, the sum of one hundred and eighty Pounds, as and
for his salary the year past.

This Assembly do grant to George WylZvs, Esq., Secre-
tary, the sum of twenty Pounds, as and for his salary in the
year past; and direct the Treasurer to pay the same to him
accordingly.

Whereas this Assembly, at their present session, have made
many preparations for a defence against the increasing hos-
tilities and efforts of our unnatural enemies; yet, consider-
ing the alarming situation of the United Colonies, being
threatened with the whole force of Great Britain, united with
all such foreign mercenaries .as they are able to cngage to
assist in the execution of their causeless vengeance on these
devoted Colonies, and to burn and destroy our Sea-port
Towns, and to spread rapine, murder, and destruction,
throughout the whole; in this situation our utmost efforts
cannot be too much, and it is the duty of every individual
to contribute all in his power to serve and defend our most
important cause:

Therefore the Assembly do most earnestly recommend
it to a]] persons, of every rank and denomination, to furnish
themselves, with all possible expedition, with good sufficient
fire-arms, and other warlike accoutrements, and with bullets
sufficient and fit for their guns; and especially that all able-
bodied men, who are not of the standing Militia, and such
as have been dismissed from common military exercise, form
themselves into Companies, choose their officers, according
to the number of such who can convene together, and equip
themselves, so as to be in readiuess for mutual defence

against our common enemy. That all the Field-Officers
put themselves in readiness, to conduct and lead forth their
respective corps on the most sudden call; and, in the mean
time, use their utmost endea v0l!rs and care, with the as-
sistance of the commissioned officers in their respective
Regiments, to encourage military skill and every warlike
preparation, and see that all defective arms be immediately
repaired. That the Committee appointed to procure fire-
arms to be made in this Colony, use their utmost diligence to
promote the same, and purchase all good arms for sale, ex..
cept such as any person hath for his own proper use. The
events of this year may prove most decisive to these Colo-
nies; and as all human care, effi)rts and exertions are but
fruitless attempts [or our security and defence, and will prove
vain and abortive, unless attended with the blessing of
Heaven, which we have no reason to expect but on a sin-
cere repentance and reformation; wherefore, in the day of
darkness and threatening calamity, it is most earnestly re-
commended to and pressed npon all persons, of every rank
and denomination in this Colony, to promote and cultivate
charity and benevolence one towards another; to abstain
from every species of extortion and oppression; sincerely to
repent and break off from every sin, folly, and vice; to live
in peace, love, and harmony, among themselves; to look up
with earnest importunity to Heaven for help, success, salva-
tion, and deliverance; and, with careful attention to the use
of means, hope and trust in the Lord of Hosts, who pre-
sides over universal nature, guides and governs all; and we
need not fear or be dismayed at all the attempts or nume-
rous horrours with which we are threatened.

It is therefore Ordered, That the foregoing be printed
and distributed, and be read and published in all the religi-
ous societies in these Colonies.

This Assembly is adjourned by Proclamation, &c., until
his Honour the Governour, or, in his absence, the Deputy
Governour, shall see cause to call it. to meet again.

Test: GEORGE WYLLYS, Secretary.

CONTINENTAL CONGRESS.

Friday, March], 1776.

A Letter [rom the Committee of Safety of New-Hamp-
shire, with a Petition from the said Colony, and sundry
papers, were read.

Resolved, That the same be referred to a Committee of
three.

The Members chosen, Mr. lVythe, Mr. BraTton, and
Mr. Franklin.

A Petition £i'omthe inhabitants of Falmouth, being pre-
~ented, was read.

Resolved, That it be referred to a Committee of three.
The Membets chosen, Mr. w: Livingston, Mr. Reed, and

:Mr. Paca.
A Letter from J. Mease, Commissary, with sundry que-

ries, to which he requeststhe answersof Congress,that he
may know how to conduct the business entrusted to him,
was laid before Congress and read:

Resolved, That the same be referred to a Committee of
three. .

The Members chosen, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Paine, and
Mr. Hewes.

A Memorial of the Merchants, Traders, and others, of
the City o[ Philadelphia, was presented and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to a Committee of the
Whole.

The General Assembly of Massachusetts-Bay having
transmitted to Congress a state of the Accounts of their
Colony against the Continent,

Re$olved, That the same be referred, for liquidation, to
the Committee of Claims.

Resolved, That an addition of34 Dollars a month be added
to the pay of Joseph Reed, Esq., Secretary to General Wash-
ington, on account of the extraordinary services at present
attending that office, by reason of the General's direction of
the Naval Departnwnt.

Resolved, That the Congress will, to-morrow, resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into conside-
ration the Letter from General Washington, of the 14th

instant, with Lord Drwnmond's Letter to General Robert-
son enclosed.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to treat
with the owners of some Medicines lately imported, and to
purchase the same, on the most reasonable terms, [or the use
of the Continent.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress pro-
ceeded to the appointment of the General Officers and Staff
for the Middle and Southern Departments.

Resolved, That Major-General Lee be appointed to take
the command of the Continental Forces in the Southern
Department.

The Congress proceeded to the election of six Brigadier..
Generals, and, the ballots being delivered in and examined,
the following gentlemen were chosen: John Armstrong,
Esq., William Thompson, Esq., Andrew Lewis, Esq., James
:]}Joore,Esq., the Right Honourable William Earl of Stir-
ling, and Robert Howe, Esq.

.

Resolved, That Brigadier-General Armstrong be directed
to repair to South- Carolina, Brigadiers Lewis and Howe tQ
Virginia, and Brigadier-General Moore to North-Carolina,
and take the command of the forces in those respective
Colonies, until they receive further orders [rom Concrressor
a superior officer.

0

Resolved, That Brigadier-General Thompson be directed
to repair to New- York.

Resolve~, That the Orders of the Day be postponed to
Monday.

Adjourned to j}londay next, ten o'clock.

Monday, March 4,1776. .

Resolved, That Mr. Alsop be appointed a Member of
the Committee of Claims, in \he room of Mr. Lewis, who
is absent, and that Mr. Whipple be appointed a Member of
the said Committee, in the room of Mr. Bartlett, who de;.
sires to be excused from that service.

Resolved, That in case of the absence of any standing
Member of the Committee of Claims, the Delegates of the
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Colony to which he belongs be empowered to nominate one
of th.eirMembers to act in the stead of the absent Member,
until his return.

A number of Letters and Papers, being received, were
reas, viz:

A Letter fi"{)mthe Convention of New- York, dated 28th
February, enclosing a recommendation of gentlemen for
Field-Officers of the four Battalions ordered to be raised in
that Colony.

.
Resolved, That the same be referred forconsideration till

to-morrow.
A Memorial from sundry Merchants in Montreal, respect-

ing Indian Trade;
A Resolution of the Committee of Inspection for the

County of Accomack;
Two Letters from Brigadier-General TVooster,of the 11th

and 13th February, with seven papers enclosed;
Two from Brigadier-General Arnold, one of the 1st, and

the other of the 12th, of February;
Four from General Schuyler, dated the 15th, 20th, 21st,

and 23d, of the same month;
One from General Lee, of the 29th;
One from the Convention of New-Hampshire, of the 8th;
And one from the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania;

were read, and referred till to-morrow for cqnsideration.

Resolved, That the Memorial from.the Merchants of Mon-
treal be referred to a Committee of five:

The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson, Mr. J. Adams, Mr.
W. Livingston, Mr. L. Morris, and Mr. Tilghman.

That the Resolution from the Committee of Accomack, be
referred to the Committee of the whole Congress.

That the Letters from Major-Generals Lee and Schuyler,
and from Brigadier-Generals Wooster and Arnold, be refer-
red to the Committee appointed to prepare Instructions for
the Commissioners going to Canada.

That the other Letters be referred for consideration till to-
morrow.

The Committee appointed to examine and report the num-
ber and circumstances of the Permits granted for exporting
produce, &c., brought in their Report, which was taken into
consideration:

Whereupon, Resolved, That the restraint be taken off,
which, by a resolve of the 26th of last month, was laid
upon Vessels 10adingor 10adedwith produce for Great Bri-
tain, Ireland, or the British West-Indies, in consequence of
permissions granted forArms and Ammunition, imported into
these Colonies.

Resolt'ed, That the Secret Committee be directed, with
all possible expedition, to send, under a guard, ten tons of
Powder to Cambridge, for the use of the Army under the
command of General Washington.

The Committee, to whom the Memorial from sundry inha-
bitants of Northumberland, and the Petition from the inhabi-
tants near Pittsburgh, were referred, brought in their Report,
which was read:

Ordered, To lie on the table for the perusal of the Mem-
bers.

Resolved, That Colonel Beslestre, Major Longeuil, and
Captain Lotbiniere, three of the Canadzan Prisoners who
are at Bristol, in Pennsylvania, be permitted to come to
Philadelphia, to confer with the Committee on Prisoners,
and there wait the orders of Congress.

The Order of the Day being renewed,
Adjourned to tel1o'clock, to-morrow.

Tuesday, March 5, 1776.

Sundry Letters being received, were read, viz':
Two Letters from General Schuyler, dated the 26th and

27th of February, with four papers encJosed, among which
was a Letter from James Deane to General Schuyler, dated
the 24th of the same month.

Resolved, That the Letter from James Deane be referred
to a Committee of three.

The Members chosen, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Wythe, and Mr.
W. Livingston.

A Letter from General Wooster, 21st of February, 1776.
The Congress took into consideration the Report of the

Committee to whom was refelTed, among other things, the

Memorial of a number of inhabitants of the County of Nor-
thumberland.

Whereupon, Resolved, As the said Memorial relates merely
to disputes between the lVIemorialists and other inhabitams
of said County, and to complaints against Justices of the
Peace of the said County, and as the common Courts of
Judicature, and especially the Legislature of the Colony of
Pennsylvania, are altogether competent for remedying the
grievances complained of, that the said Memorial, with the
papers therewith delivered, be transmitted to the Assembly
of said Colony.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress resolved
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into considera-
tion the Letter from General Washington, of the 14th of
February, and the Letter from Lord Drummond to Gener:.}
Robertson enclosed; and after some time the President re-
sumed the chair, and lVIr. lIarrison reported, that the Com-
mittee have taken into consideration the Letter and papers to
them referred, but have come to no resolution thereon.

Resolved, That the Letter 'from General Washington, ~:o
far as it has not been eonsidered by the Committee of tbe
Whole, be referred to the Committee to whom his other Let-
ters, of the 24th and 30th of January, were referred.

The Order of the Day being renewed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Wednesday, March 6, 1776.

A Letter from General Washington, of the 26th of Feb-
ruary, was read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee to whom
his other Letters are referred.

A Letter from J. Palmer, enclosing a Report of a Com-
mittee of the General Assembly of ltlassachusetts-Bay, re-
specting Lead, was read:

Resolved, That the Committee appointed on the 31st of
July last, to inquire in all the Colonies after virgin Lead,
Leaden Ore, and the best method of collecting, smeltini~'
and refining it, and also the cheapest and easiest methods of
making Salt in these Colonies, be discharged, and that tbe
business of the said Committee be referred to the Committee
appointed on the 23d of February last, to consider of fur-
ther ways and means of promoting and encouraging the
manufactureof Saltpetre, &c.

Resolved, That the Letter from J. Palmer, with the en-
closed Report, be referred to the last-mentioned Commit-
tee.

A Letter from General Washington, dated 18th and 2bt
of February last, enclosing the Proceedings of a Council of
War, was read.

Resolved, That Brigadier-General Thomas be appointed
to the command of the forces in Canada, and that General
Washington be directed to order him immediately to repair
to that Province.

Resolved, That Brigadier-General Tlwmas be promoted
to the rank of a Major-General, and that a Commission be
sent to him accordingly.

Ordered That the President acquaint General Washing-
ton, by express, of this arrangement.

Resolved, As several members of the Marine Committee
are absent, that their places be supplied by lVIr.Hunti!Ls

.

ton,
for Connecticut, Mr. Sergeant, for New-Jersey, Mr. l1ar1'i-
son, for Virginia, and Mr. E. Rutledge, for South- CarQ-
lina.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to send
five tons of Powder to New- York, for the use of the Con-
tinental Troops there, and five tons of Powder to the South-
ern Department for the use of the Continental Troops in the
said Department.

That the said Committee be directed to return to the
Colony of Maryland tbe Powder borrowed by Mr. Han'i-
son, and to the Colony of New- York, and to the Committee
of Safety of Pennsylvania, the Powder borrowed of them.

That the said Committee be directed to deliver to the
Delegates of the Delaware Government one ton of Powder,
for which they are to be accountable; to return to the Co-
lony of New- York the Powder borrowed of that Colony;
and to the Delegates of New-Jersey one ton of Powder, for
which the Colony of New-Jersey is to be accountable.
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Resolved, That the President intorm General ScltUyler
that the Congress judge it necessary he should re~nain at
Albany, to make the proper arrangements respectmg ~he
Army destined for Canada, and t,herefore that he establish
his Head-Quarters at Albany untIl further orders.

Resolved, That Thomas Bullitt, Esq., be appointed De-
puty Adjutant-General in the Southern Department, with the
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel.

Resolved, That tbe Secret Committee be directed to de-
liver to Colonel Wayne the Arms in their possession, for the
purpose of arming his Battalion, retaining so many as will be
l1ecessary for the guard that is to attend the Powder to Cam-
&rirlge.

The Order of the Day being renewed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

To Robert Erwin, for Wagonage, the sum of 637.7 Dol-
lars.

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid.
Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for electing the

Field-Officers for the four Battalions ordered to be raised
in the Colony of New-York for the defence of the said Co-.
lony.

The Order of the Day being renewed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Friday, March 8, 1776,

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress pro-
ceeded to the election of Field-Officers of the four Batta-
lions ordered to be raised in the Colony of New- York for the
defence of the said Colony, and the ballots being 1f1.ken,the
following gentlemen were chose,: :

Thursday, March 7, 1176. ,Alexand~r lUcpougall, EsqUire, Colonel, Herm,an Zed-
A L fi G I 7n h

. t - f h "9tl f D b wztz EsqUIre, Lieutenant-Colonel, Joseph Benedzct, Esq.,etter rom enera nas zng on, 0 t e ~ 1 0 .£e -
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Ja/nes Clinton, Esquire, Colonel, Henry B. Li'vingston,the same mont, were receive an rea.
Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel, Peter P. Schuyler, Esquire,Resolved, That an Order for o~e hundred thousand Dol-
Major, of the Second Battalion.

.lars be dra~n 0': the Treasurers, m favour of the Del.egates
Frederick Weisenleis, Lieutenant-Colonel, John Fzsher,)f Conncctzcut,m part of the I?oney a?vanced by smd Co-

Esquire, ¥ajor, of the Third Bat~alion.
. .lony, on account of the Co~tment, said Colo,:y to be ac-

CornelzusD. T¥ynkoop, EsqUire, Colonel, Phzlzp Cort-~ountable; ,and that the ~ald Colony be desl~ed to send
landt, Esquire, Lieutenant-Colonel, John Nicholson, Esq.,~f\,:ard, theIr Accounts, with proper vouchers, In order for Major, of the Fourth Battalion.liqUidationand payment.

"
The Congress being informed that Mr. :Melchior was at-

.Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed ,to re- tending, agreeable to the order ?f yesterday:tam so many of the Arms yesterday ordered to be delivered
Ordered That he be called In.to Colonel Wayne, as will be ne~essary for the guard that is
Mr. Jtleichior appearing, the particulars of the chargeto attend the Powder to Cambrzdge. were repeated to him, and on his assuring the House of his

The Congress being informed that Isaac ~Melchior,on the not remembering his having behaved with the disrespect
~veningof Saturday last, treated the President of this Con- mentioned, owing to the particular circumstances he hap-
rITesswith crreat rudeness, and made use of several disre- pened to be under, and asking pardon of the Congress and
~pectfulanlcontemptuous expressions towards him and this President for his indecent behaviour,

.Concrress, Ordered, That in consideration of Mr. Melchior's former
Ordered, Tbat the said Isaac Melchior attend the Con- services, and his present concessions, he be dismissed from

~ess to-morrow morning, at eleven o'clock, to answer for further attendance.
Ilisconduct.

. The Committee, to whom the several Letters from Major-
Resolved, That Edward lland, Esquire, be promoted to General Lee, Major-General Schuyler, Brigadier-General

be Colonel of the Battalion of Riflemen in the Aony at Wooster, and Brigadier-General Arnold, were referred,
Cambridge, and James Chambers,Esquire, to be Lieutenant- brought in their Report, which was taken into consideration;
Colonel of the same.

. and thereupon,
That William Tiflinds,Esq" be promoted to be Colonel Resolved, That the Commissioners who are appointed to

)f the First New-Jersey Battalion, and that Matthias Ogden, go to Canada be desired to inquire into the cause of the
Esquire, be appointed Lieutenant-ColOJlel of the same. imprisonment of the Officers of Militia in that country, and

Resolved, That the Committee on the Applications and othe~, and take such meas~res, in concert with the <;om-
Qualifications of Officers be directed to supply the First and !l\andmg Officer of the Contmental for~es ther~, for theI~e~-
Third New-Jersey Battalions with proper Medicine-Chests largement or confinement) as are consistent with the poncl-
md Instruments. pIes of justice, and the safety of the United Colonies.

r. L d l~' Z. .
h Affid '

. I . That the provisions made by General Lee and GeneralA Letter lrom or IJtzrzng, Wit aVIts,re atlve to C1
h

1.
1 h A ' c d ' tl P k. tl . d 'f A b Pk b I ' db i'. C IJC Uy£er to supp v t e rmy m ana a WI I or Ie 1-the capture 0 the. m oy ac et- oat, was al elOre on- .
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.I
G

. .

.1 L . t h . Wh t ' d ' td d rectlon gIVen y enera. .ee 0 aVe. e.a groun IDOI1ress, an rea.
Fl r. h ' d h '

.
1 h f

~
Resolved, That -it be referred to the Committee to whom. our lor t ell' use, an IS contract WIt 1 t e compa~y 0

h L fi G I 7;U h .
t . r. d carpenters, be approved; and that Mr. Peter Zabrzskze, oft e etters rom :Jenera rr as zng on were relCrre .

77 k
.

k b 1 I t t th P k to b'
. . .nac znsac, e emp oye( to ranspor e or, e pro-The CommIttee to who~ the Letter from the COI~mltte,e

cured in New-Jersey, to Hudson's River, according to Ge-)f Safety o~New-Hampsltzre was referred, brought m tnelr neral Schuyler's desire.Report, which was read.
That when the articles specified in the Raiions allowedThe Committeeof Claims reported, that there is due,

u to the Prisoners of War cannot be procured, the personsTo Hall and &llers, for Printing the Continental Bills of who supply them with other Provisions be entitled to eight
Credit, the sum of 1735.4 Dollars; Pence, New-York currency, a day, for every Prisoner.

To Frederick Becking, for one hundred and two reams That Indians be not. employed as soldiers in the armies
)f Paper for the Continental Bills of Credit, the sum of of the United Colonies, before the Tribes to which they be-
107.2 Dollars; long shall, in a National Council, held in the customary man-

To the Estate of David Hall, deceased, for Stationery for ner, have consented thereunto, nor then, without express
the service of Congress, the sum of 50.6 Dollars; approbation of Congress.

To Robert Erwin, for twentycordsofWood, the sum of That GeneralSchuylerbe directedto providesucha num-
30 Dollars; bel' of Batteaus for the service in Canada, as shall be suffi-To Wallore M.mg, for Canleen-straps, the sum of 84.3 cient for it.
Dollars; That General Schuyler be desired to purchase the Cloth

. To Jared Tracey, for carrying money from Philadelphia which Mr. Henry, of Albany, hath, for Tents.
:0 ()ambridge, the sum of 36 Dollars; and that the same That the Committee of Inspection and. Observation for
)Ught to be paid to Josiah Bartlett, Esquire.

the City and Liberties of Philadelpltia be desired to collectTo sundries on certificates for Provisions furnished several all the Gold and Silver Coin they can, to be exchanged for
Rifle Companies, the sum of 35.3 Dollars; and that the Continental Bills, for the service of Canada.
lame ought to be paid to John Alsop, Esquire. Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed toTo Thomas Apty, for boarding several Prisoners taken inquire and report the best ways and means of supplying the
'romon board the Rebecca and Ann, the sum of 54.7 Dollars. Army in Canada with Provisions and necessaries:

FOURTH SERU:S.- VOL. v. 103
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The Members chosen, Mr. Gerry, Mr. Wolcott, and Mr.
L. Morris.

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers, in
favour of the Committee for making of Muskets and Bayo-
'nets, &c., for the sum of ten thousand Dollars, they to be
;accountable for the expenditure thereof.

A Letter from Colonel Hazen, of the 18th of February,
enclosing an Account and estimate of the losses he has sus-
tained, being received, was read.

Resolved, That the same be referred to Mr. Wythe, Mr.
Sherman, Mr. Ward, and Mr. S. Adams, who are directed
to examine the said Account, and report upon the several
articles. '

A Letter from Governour Trumbull, dated the 2d instant,
and a Letter from General Lee, of the 5th, being received,
were read.

The Order of the Day being renewed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Saturday, March 9,1776.

Resolved, That a Letter be written to General Washing-
ton, desiring him to send Captain Conner, of the Rifle Bat-
talion, to Ph1~ladelphia, the Congress having occasion to
employ him in the Southern Department.

.

The Committee appointed to prepare Instructions for the
Commissioners going to Canada, brought in a draft, which
was read.

Ordered, To lie on the table for the perusal and conside-
ration of the Members.

A Petition of Mr. Stephen Decatur, Master of the Schoon-
er L' Esperance, of the Island of Hispaniola, was presented
and read: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the said Stephen Decatur be permitted
to load the Schooner L' Esperance, of Hispaniola, with the
produce of these Colonies, (horned Cattle, Sheep, Hogs,
Poultry, and Lumber for making Casks, excepted,) and ex-
port the same to the Island of Hispaniola; and that the
said Stephen Decatur do take every possible precaution to
avoid all British Men-of-'War and Cutters on his voyage,
and use his utmost endeavours to import info these Colonies
the powder and Arms mentioned in his Memorial, and pro-
posed to ~e imported by him.

A Petition from John Babtisto Hugonene, Master of the
Tartar, the ~MarcAnthony, was presented and read; and

'the same being taken into consideration:
Resolved, That John Babtisto Hugonene, Master of the

Tartar, the ltIarc Anthony, be permitted to load the said
vessel, in which he imported a small quantity of Ammuni-
tion, with the produce of these Colonies, (horned Cattle,
Sheep, Hogs, Poultry, and Lumber fo! making Casks, ex-
cepted,) and export the same to the Island of ltlartinique;
and as the said vessel is not sufficient to carry the amount
of the cargo by him imported, that he be permitted to pur-
c~ase and load another vessel with produce under the ex-
ceptions before expressed, and export the same to the said
Island of .Martinique; and that the said John Babtisto Hugo-
nene, and the masterof the vesselwhich he shal1purchase,
do take every possible precaution to avoid all British Ships-
of-W ar and Cutters on their voyage, and that he use his
utmost endeavours to import into these Colonies the Pow-
der and Arms mentioned in his Memorial, and proposed to
be imported by him.

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed, to
take into consideration the state of the Colonies in the
Southern Department:

The Members chosen, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Jay, Mr. S.
Adams, Mr. Sergeant, and Mr. Sherman.

Resolved, That the followinggentlemen be appointed and
authorized to sign and number the Bills of Credit of four
mil1ionsof Dollars, now emitting, viz:

Samuel Morris, Thomas Morris,
John Kaighn, Mordecai Lewis,
Nicholas Garrison, Cornelius Barnes,
Joseph Watkins, Jonathan B. Smith,
Anthony Morris, Robert Tuckniss,
Frederick Kuhl, Thomas Coombe,
Matthew Clarks~JD, Daniel Clymer,
John Ord, George Campbell,
William Webb,

.
Joseph Parker,

,I~aac lIazJe,b.urst, .Robert Evans,

Adam Hubley,
Joel Evans,
John Mease,
John Purviance,
Robert Hazlehurst,
Walter Shee,
Joseph Redman,
Phineas Bond,
William Masters,
John Salter,

John Howard,
Thomas Leech,
Thomas Smith,
Philip Kinsey,
Robert Roberts,
Isaac HoweU,
James MjJJjg-an.
Tench Tilghman,
Joseph BuUock,
David Duncan,

John Shaw, Jun.,
James Thompson,
Benjamin Brannan,
/Samuel Sellers,
Isaac Pearson,
John SeUers,
Benjamin Jacobs,
Israel Wheelen,
Josiah Hewes,
Andrcw Tyhout,

Gcorge Douglas,
Pcter Stretch,
Samuel C. Morris,
Saml:d Hillegas,
Nathan Sellers,
George Gray, Jun.,
James Ash,
Samuel Massey,
John Williams,
William Coates.

Resolved, That before the Signers enter upon their office,
they shall respectively take an oath or affirmation before any
Magistrate, which shal1 be filed with the Committee of th~
Treasury, to the following effect: that they shall well and
truly sign and number al1 the Bil1s to be delivered to them
by the Inspectors of the Press appointed by the Congre~;s,
and the same so signed and numbered, shal1 deliver, or
cause to be delivered, to the Continental Treasurers, or one
of them.

And, for avoiding the danger from fire, robbery, or negli-
gence,

Resolved, That the Inspectors of the Press shal1 not de-
liver to any class of Signers more than two parcels of two
hundred sheets each, to be in their hands at anyone time.

Resolved, That no Oath, byway of test, be imposed upon,
exacted, or refjuired of any of the inhabitants of these Colo-
nies, by any Military Officers.

Ordered, That this Resolve be published.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to de-
liver one ton of Powder to the Delegates of Maryland, for
the publick service in that Colony.

The Order of the Day being renewed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, on ~Monday next.

Monday, March 11, 1776.

A Letter from Lord Stirling, of the 8th, enclosing three
papers; and

A Letter from thC)Convention of New- York, of the 7th,
enclosingan applicationfromPatrick Sinclair, a prisoner,
for leave to return to Europe, were laid before Congress
and read.

The Congress, takin'g into consideration the Letter from
the Convention.of New- York, and the application of Patrick
Sinclair,

Resolved, That Patrick Sindair be al10wed to return to
Europe. .

Resolved, That an Order for 2,500 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasurers in fav~ur of Mr. Alsop, Mr. Lewis, and J\Jr.
Sherman, to enable lT1emto pay for the Shoes purchased hy
them for the Northern Army.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
confer with General Lee, respecting the ways and means
of defending New- York.

The :Members chosen,' Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Whipple,
and Mr. Rutledge.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To Benjamin Town, for seven hundred and eighty-nine

Canteens, the sum of 341.9 Dollars.
Ordered, That the same be paid.
Resolved, That the Committee on Applications and Qua-

lifications be directed to provide six Medicine-Chests for the
six Virginia Battalions.

The Congress took into consideration the Instructions to
the Commissioners going to Canada, and having spent some
time thereon,

Resolved, That the further consideration thereof be post-
poned till to-morrow.

The matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Tuesday, March 12, 1776.

Resolved, That an Order for 20,000 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasurers in favour of James ltlease, Commissary, he to
be accountable.

A Petition from Edmund Custis, and a Letter from the
Committees of Accomack and Northampton, were present-
ed to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That the same be referred to the Committee of
the whole Congress.
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A Letter from sundry inhabitants of Westmoreland, of the
6th instant, was read:

Ordered, To lie on the table.

A Petition from Doctor Flall Jackson, of the 12th of
February last, was presented to Congress, and read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The Congress then resumed the consideration of the In-
structions to the Commissioners going to Canada; and after
some time spent thereon,

Resolved, That the further consideration thereof be post-
poned till to-morrow.

The Committee to whom the Letter from Colonel .Moses
Hazen, and the Report of persons appointed to state the
account of losses and damages sustained by him in Canada,
were referred, brought in their Report, which, being taken
into consideration, was agreed to, as follows:

It appears to your Committee that the loss and damage
sustained by Colonel Hazen in Canada have not been esti-
mated with sufficient accuracy; that some of the articles
enumerated in the inventory are presumed to be overrated,
the quantities of several others reducible to exactness in num-
ber, weight, or measure, are not ascertained, and the reasons
for the knowledge or belief of any of them by the witnesses
are not explicit enough in thei.r examination; that, although
the grain, grass, and hay, mentioned in the account, are
admitted by Colonel Hazen, in his letter, to have been
partly destroyed by the Ministerial Troops, the whole value
is extended; that the estimate of the crops are so general,
it cannot be discovered by what rule they were formed, or
to what standard adjusted; that the damages done to the
dwelling-house, stone-house, out-houses, barn, and farms,
are not particularized or specified; that a considerable part
of what a reimbursement is claimed for, is household fur-
niture, wearing apparel, tools, utensils, cables, and anchors,
suggested to have been plundered by the troops of the Uni-
ted Colonies, and Canadians who joined them; and your
Committee believe that no reparation of the like kind hath
yet been made by Congress; and that the profit which might
have been made of the mills and houses, if the owner had
not been deprived of the use of them, being merely contin-
gent and conjectural, are such as have not usually been made
good in similar cases: Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Commissioners who are going to Ca-
nada be desired to appoint proper persons to examine, state,
and settle an account of the loss and damage Colonel
Hazen hath sustained in his property and possessions in
Canada by the forces of the United Colonies, and report
the same, with any special matters they may think fit, to
Congress; annexing to their Report the estimates, examina-
tions of the witnesses, and other papers relating thereto.

Resolved, That if any of the gentlemen appointed Field-
Officers in the four Battalions raising in New- York for the
defence of that Colony, are provided for in Canada, they
be directed to continue there, exercising the offices to which
they are appointed; and that others be elected in their room
in the four Battalions aforesaid; and that such of them as
are not provided for in Canada, be directed immediately to
repair to their respective Battalions.

The matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Wednesday, March 13, 1776.

A Letter fromthe CommitfceofEssex, in .J.Vew-Jersey,of
the 7th, and a Letter from Captain J. Macpherson, of the
12th, were laid before Congress, and read:

Resolved, That an Order for 1000 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasurers, in favour of Samuel Fairlamb, Contractor
for supplying Colonel Wayne's Battalion with Rations, he
to be accountable.

Resolved, That the Bills drawn by the Treasurers of
North- Carolina, for the use of the Continental Troops in
that Colony, be paid.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to sup-
ply the Colony of Maryland. with fi"e hundred pounds of
Powder, for the use of the inhabitants of Cecil County.

Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed to
inquire and report the best ways and means of raising the
necessary supplies to defray the expenses of the War for

the present year, over and above the emission of Bills of
Credit.

The Members chosen, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Duane, Mr.
lIewes, Mr. Gerry, Mr. R. Morris, Mr. lVard, and Mr.
Wythe.

The Committee Qf Claims reported, that there is due, to
sundries, for expenses incurred at the Oration in memory
of General Montgomery, the sum of 94.3 Dollars; and that
the same ought to be paid to Doctor Franklin.

Ordered, That the same be paid.
The Committee to whom the Memorial from the In-

dian Traders at Montreal was referred, brought in their
Report.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress resolved
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into conside-
ration the Memorial fi'om the Merchants, Traders, and
others, inhabitants of Philadelphia, the Memorial of Ed-
mund Custis, the Letters from the Committees of Accomack
and Northampton, the Letters from General Washington,
and the state of the Trade of the United Colonies.

And after some time spent thereon, the President resumed
the chair; and Mr. Ward reported, that the Committee had
taken into consideration some of the matters .referredto them,
but not having come to any resolution, they desired him to
move for le;J.veto sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, resolve itself
into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their further
consideration the matters heretofore referred to thel,11.

Mr. W. Livingston moved for leave to bring in a Resolu-
tion for appointing a Fast; which was granted.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to
purchase the Armed Vessel now in the River Delaware, on
the most reasonable terms, for the service of the Continent,
and that her destination be left to the said Committee.

Resolved, That the expenses of the Horses of Aids-de-
Camp, when travelling in the puhlick service, be charged
to the account of the United Colonies.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Thursday, March 14, 1776.

The Committee appointed to confer with General Lee
respecting the defence of New- York, brought in their Re-
port, which was read.

Resolved, That eight thousand Men be ordered for the
defence of the Colony of New- York.

Resolved, That Orders issue to Colonel Irvine, Colonel
Shee, and Colonel Magaw, of the Pennsylvania Troops,
and to Colonel Dayton, of the New-Jersey Troops, to march
immediately, with their respective Battalions, to New-York,
and to put themselves under the direction of the command-
ing officer there. .

A Letter from General Prescott, of the 14th, was laid
before Congress, and read.

Resolved, That the Committee on Prisoners be directed
to confer with General Prescott on the subject of his Letter,
and report to Congress.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Assem-
blies, Conventions, and Committees or Councils of Safety of
the United Colonies, immediately to cause all persons to be
disarmed in their respective Colonies who are notoriously
disaffected to the cause of America, or who have not asso-
ciated, and shall refuse to associate, to defend, by arms,
these United Colonies against the hostile attempts of the
British Fleets and Armies; and to apply the Amls taken
from such persons in each respective Colony, in the first
place to the arming the Continental Troops raised in said'
Colony; in the next, to the arming such Troops as are
raised by the Colony for its own defence; and the residue
to be applied to the arming the Associators; that the Arms,
when taken, be appraised by indifferent persons, and such
as are applied to the arming the Continental Troops be
paid for by the Congress, and the residue by the respective
Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils or Committees of
Safety.

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing Resolve be trans-
mitted, by the Delegates of each Colony, to their respec-
tive Assemblies, Conventions, or Councils or Committees of
Safety.
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The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To William Hencher, for Wagon-hire, in conveying Cap-

'tain Stevenson's BaO"gage,&c., to Cambridge, the sum of
.58.3 Dollars, and that the same ought to be paid to Moses
Hunter;

To Rachel Stille, for boarding several Officers, Prisoners,
,to the 8th of It/arch instant, the sum of 224.7 Dollars;

To Joseph Fineur, for five hundred and eleven tin Car-
itridge-Boxes, the sum of 221.4 Dollars.

Ordered, The above Accounts be paid.
The matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.,

Friday, March 15, 1776.

Sundry Letters being received, were laid before Congress,
and read, viz: One from General Washington, of the 7th,
with two papers enclosed, with a number of intercepted
Letters; two from Lord Stirling, of the 12th and 13th; one
from Lieutenant-Colonel Allen, of the 13th; one from the
Convention of New- York; and One from General Schuyler,
of the 6th.

Resolved, That the expenses of the Horses of General
Officers, when travelling in the service of the Continent,
be defrayed by the United Colonies.

Ordered, That Mr. R. H. Lee an~ Mr. Franklin call
on General Lee, and direct him immediately to repair to
the Southern Department, and take the command of the
forces there.

Resolved, That four Muskets and Bayonets be lent to
the Delegates of Virginia, for the use of the guards that
accompany the Powder sent to that Colony.

The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole, to take into consideration the state of New- York;
and, after some time spent thereon, the President resumed
the chair, and Mr. Harrison reported, that the Committee
had taken into cQnsideration the matter to them referred, and
had come to certain Resolutions; which, being read, were
aareed to, as follows:o

Resolved, That Captain Nelson, with his Rifle Company,
be directed immediately to repair to New- York.

Resolved, That the Governour of Connecticut, the Con-
ventions, and Councils or Committees of Safety of New-
York and New-Jersey, be requested to hold their Militia in
readiness to march in such numbers, and at such times, for
the defence of New- York, as the Continental Commander
at New- York shall desire; and that the pay of the Militias
called to the defence of New- York be the same as that of
the Continental Troops raised and employed in the Middle
Department, to commence from the time they begin their
march.

Resolved, That Lord Stirling be directed to order the
Troops destined for Canada to proceed on their march,
agreeable to their former orders.

The matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Saturday, March 16, 1776.

A Letter from Lord Stirling, of the 14th, enclosing a copy
of General Orders for the defence of New- York, was laid
before Congress, and read.

Resolved, That a Letter be written to Lord Stirling, di-
rectinO"him immediate1yto send forward the Powder destined
for C~mbridge, unless he has received express advice from
General Washington that the enemy's Fleet and Army have
sailed out of the Harbour of Boston.

Resolved, That the Account of Mr. Price, of Canada, be
referred tQ the Committee of Clail\ls.

A Petition from Coquataginta, or Captain White-Eyes,
was presented to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That the same be referred to a Committee of
three. The Members chosen, Mr. L.Morris, Mr. Wilson,
and Mr. R. H. Lee.

Resolved, That Captain Duncan Campbell, a prisoner at
Lancaster, be permitted to come to Philadelphia, to meet
his wife and children, and there reside till further orders.

Mr. W. Livingston, pursuant to leave granted, brought in
,a Resolutio!l for appointing a,Fast, which was agreed to, as
Jollows,:

In times Qf impending calamity and distress, when the li-
berties of America are imminently endangered by the secret
machinations and open assaults of an insidi()lJs and vindic(ive
Administration, it becomes the indispensable duty of these
hitherto free and happy Colonies, with true penitence of
heart, and the most reverent devotion, publiekly to acknow-
ledge the overruling Providence of God; to confess and
deplore our offences against him; and to supplicate his in-
terposition for averting the threatened danger, and prosper-
ing our strenuous efforts to the cause of freedom, virtue, and
posterity.

The Congress, therefore, considering the warlike prepara-
tions of the British Ministry to subvert our invaluable rights
and privileges, and to reduce us by fire and sword, by the
savages of the wilderness, and our own domesticks, to the
most abject and ignominious bondage; desirous, at !the
same time, to have people of all ranks and degrees duly im-
pressed with a solemn sense of God's superintending Provi-
dence, and oftbeir duty devoutly to rely, in all their lawful
enterprises, on His aid and direction, do earnestly reccm-
mend that Friday, the 17th day of May next, be observed
by the said Colonies as a day of Humiliation, Fasting, and
Prayer; that we may, with united hearts, conff'ss and be-
wail our manifold sins and transgressions, and, by a sincere
repentance and amendment of life, appease His rigbteous
displeasure, and, through the merits and mediation of Jesus
Christ, obtain His pardon and forgiveness; humbly implor-
ing His assistance to frustrate the cruel purposes of our un-
natural enemies, and, by inclining their hearts to justice
and benevolence, prevent the furtlwr effusion of kindred
blood. But if, continuing deaf to the voice of reason and
humanity, and inflexibly bent on desolation and war, tliey
cOllstrain us to repel their hostile invasions by open resist-
ance, tbat it may please the Lord of Hosts and the God
of Armies, to animate our officers and soldiers with invinci-
ble fortitude, to guard and protect them in the day of battle,
and to crown the Continental arms, by sea and land, with
victory and success; earnestly beseeching Him to bless our
civil rulers, and the Representatives of the people, in their se-
veral Assemblies and Con ventions; to preserve and strength-
en their union, to inspire them with an ardent, disinterested
love of their country; to give wisdom and stability to their
councils; and direct them to the most efficacious measureS
for establishing the rights of America on the most honour-
able and permanent basis; that He would be graciously
pleased to bless all His people in these Colonies with beaJth
and plenty, and grant that a spirit of incorruptible patr:;ot-
ism, and of pure, undefiled religion, may universally prevail;
and this Continent be speedily restored to the blessings of
peace and liberty, and enabled to transmit them inviolate to
the latest posterity. And it is recommended to Cbl'istiJ.ns
of all denominations, to assemble for publick worship, and
abstain from servile labour, on the said day.

Ordered, That tbe foregoing Resolve be published.

Resolved, That another Brigadier-General be appointed
in the Continental Army.

The ballots being taken and examined, the Baron De
Woedtke was elected.

Resolved, That Frederick William Baron De Woedlke,
appointed a Brigadier-General in the Army of the United
Colonies, be ordered immediately to repair to New- York,
there to remain until tbe Commissioners appointed to go into
Canada shall reach tbat Colony; and that he be directed to

join and accompany them into Canada, and there serve
under the command of the Continental Troops in that Pro-
VInce.

Resolved, 1;'hat Carpenter Wharton, Commissary, con-
tinue, agreeable to his Contract, to supply with Rations the
Pennsylvania Battalions serving in New- York.

A Petition from Joseph Blewer and Daniel Robinson was
presented to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to a Committe_e pf tbe
whole Congress.

The Congress then resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole, to take into their further consideration the Me-
.morial /i'om tbe lVIerehants, Traders, and others, inhabitnnts
of Philadelphia; tbe Memorial from Edmund CUSt1S; the
Letters from the Committees of Accomack and Northamp-
ton; and the Petition from Joseph Blewer and Daniell1o-
binson, &c.



ply Captain Barry, of the Brig Lexington, with one ton of
Powder.

Ordered, That the Committee to whom was referred the
state and s.ituationof the Prisoners at Trenton, report there-
on as soon as possible.

Resolved, That the sum of 250,000 Dollars be sent to the
Paymaster-General; for the use of the Army under the im-
mediate command of General ffashington.

Resolved, That the sum of 50,000 Dollars be sent to G~-
neral Schuyler, for the use of the Army under his command.

The Committee appointed to prepare Instructions, &c., to
the Commissioners going to Ccmada, brought in a draft of
further Instructions, and of a Commission, which were read.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress resolved
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their fur-
ther consideration the Memorial from the Merchants, Trq.-
ders, and others, inhabitants of Philadelphia, the Memorial
from Edmund Custis; the Letters from the Committees of
Accomack and Northampton; and the Petition of Joseph
JJlewer and Daniel Robinson; and, after some time spent
thereon, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. IIarri-
son reported that the Committee have had under considera-
tion the matters referred to them, and had come to sundry
Resolutions'; which he delivered in.

The Report of the Committee being read, was agreed to,
and is as follows:

Resolved, That the inhabitants of these Colonies be per-
mitted to fit out Armed Vesse!s to cruise on the enemies of
these United Colonies.

That all Ships, and other Vessels, their tackle, apparel,
and furniture, and all goods, wares, and merchandises, be-
lQnging to any inhabitant or inhabitants of Great Britain,
taken on the high seas, or between high and low water
mark, by any Armed Vesse! fitted out by any private per-
son or persons, and to whom commissions shall be granted,
and being libeJIed and prosecuted in any court erected for
the trial of maritime affairs, in any of these Colonies, shall
be deemed and adjudged to be lawful prize, and condemned
to and for the use of the owner or owners, and the officers,
marines, and mariners, of such vessel, according to such rules
and proportions as they shall agree on.

Provided always, That this resolution shall not extend,
or be construed to e~tend, to any vessel bringing settlers,
arms, ammunition, or warlike stores, to and for the uSe of
these Colonies, or any of the inhabitants thereof, who are
friends to the American cause, or to such warlike stores, or
to the effects of such settlers.

That all. Ships or Vessels, with their tackle, apparel,
and furniture, goods, wares, and merchandise, belonging to
any inhabitant of Great Britain as aforesaid, which shall
be taken by any of the Vessels of War of these United
Colonies, shall be deemed forfeited, one-third to the office.rs
and men on board, and two-thirds to the use.of the Ul1ite,d
Colonies.

That all Ships or Vessels, with their tackle, apparel,
and furnitUre, goods, wares, and merchandises, belonging to
any inhabitant of Great Britain, as aforesaid, which shall
be taken by any Vessel of War, fitted out by and at the
expense of any of the United Colonies, shall be deemed for-
feited, and divided in such manner and proportions as the
Assembly or Convention of !:i\1chColony shall direct.

Upon motion made,
Resolved, That all Vessels, with their tackle, apparel, and

furniture, and cargoes, belonging to inhabitants of Greg.t
Britain, as aforesaid, and all Vessels which may be em-
ployed in carrying supplies to the Ministerial armies, which
shall happen to be taken near the shores of any of these
Colonies, by the people of the country or detachments from
the Army, shall be deemed lawful prize; and the Court of
Admiralty within the said Colony is required, on condemna-
tion thereof, to adjudge that all charges and expenses which
may attend the capture and trial, be first paid out of the
moneys a.risingfrom the sales of the prize,and the remainder
equally divided among all those who shall have been actu-
ally engaged and employed in taking the said prize: Pro-
vided, That where any detachment of the Army shall have
been employed as aforesaid, their part of the prize-money
shall be distributed among them in proportion to the pay of
the officers and soldiers so employed. .
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And after some time, the President resumed the chair,
and Mr. Harrison reported, that the Committee have had
under consideration the matters to them referred; but not
having come to a conclusion, desired him to move for leave
to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, on 'Monday next, re-
sol ve itself into a Committee of the Whole., to take into their
further consideration the matters referred to them.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday.

Monday, March 18, 1776.

Resolved, That the Treasurers be directed to lay on the
table an aCCOQntof the Silver and Gold Coin in the Trea-
sury.

Resolved, That Monsieur ArundeJ be directed to repair
to the Southern Department, and put himself under the com-
mand of General Lee; and that General Lee, if he find him
capable, be directed to employ him in the Artilkry service.

Resolved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers in
favour of James .Mease, Commissary, for the sum of 20,000
DolJars, to be applied to the procuring necessaries, and to
the payment of the sub!:iistence of the Pennsylvania Batta-
lions; and that the Colonels be directed to account with Mr.
1tlease for the several sums ad vanced to them.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress resolved
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their fur-
ther consideration the Memorial from the Merchants, Tra-
ders, and others, inhabitants of the City of Philadelphia; the
Memorial of Edmund Custis; the Letters from the Commit-
tees of Accomack and Northampton; and the Petition of
Jweph Blewer aUlI Daniel Robinson; and after some time
spent thereon, the President resumed the chair, and Mr.
Harrison reported that the Committee had taken into con-
sideration the matters to them referred, and have come to
sundry Resolutions; but that, not having concluded, they
desired him to move for lea ve to sit again.

Mr. Henry not having accepted the commission of Colo-
nel, the Congress proceeded to the election of a Colonel for
the First Virginia Battalion; and the ballots being taken,

William Christian, Esq., formerly Lieutenant-Colonel in
said Battalion, was elected Colonel; and

Francis Eppes, Esq., form€:rly Major, was elected Lieu-
t€:nant-Colonel; anrI

John Green, Esq., was elected Major.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again re-
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their
further consjderation the Memorials of the Merchants, Tra-
ders, aodothers, inhabitants of Philadelphia; .the Memorial
of Edm'llnd Custis, &c.

Adjourned to teu o'clock, to-morrow.

Tuesday, March 19, 1776.

Resolved, That Monsieur Dohicky Arundel be appointed
a Captain of Artillery in the Continental service.

That General Lee be directed to set on foot the raising a
Company of Artillery, and that it be recommended to the
Convention or Committee of Safety of Virginia to appoint
the other officers of the said Company of Artillery.

A Letter fi'om Colonel DaytQn, of the 15th, was laid be-
fore Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee for pro-
curing Muskets.

A Letter of the 17th, fromthe Convention of New-Jersey,
was laid before Congress, and read. Whereupon, .

Resolved, That Captain Woolverton, with his Company,
be taken into the service of the United Colonies; and that
he be directed to repair, with his CQmpany,as SOOnas pro-
perly armed and accoutred, to New- York, and put himself
under the commanding officer there; and that the pay of
Captain Woolverton's CQlnpany commence from the time
they are provided with arms andacco~trements.

A Letter from Colonel Belestre, of the 16th, a Canadian
Prisoner, and sundry Letters from Cameron and Smith, were
read.

Resolved, That they be referred to the Committee on
Prisoners.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to 5Up-
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Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
draw up a Dec1aration, pursuant to the Report of the Com-
mittee, and Jay the same before Congress.

The Members chosen, Mr. Wythe, 1\11'.Jay, and Mr.
Wilson.

Resolved, That it be an instruction to said Committee to
receive and insert a clause or c1auses,that" aH seamen and
mariners on board of merchant-ships and vesse1s,taken and
condemned as prizes, shaH be entit1ed to their pay, according
to the terms of their contracts, until the time of condemna-
tion."

The Committee to whom the Letters and Queries from
Mr. Mease were referred,brought in their Report; which
was read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.
Resolved, That Mr. Whipple be appointed a Member of

the Marine Committee, and of the Committee for receiving
the applications and examining the qualifications of gentle-
men applying for offices in the Continental service.

The Committee to whom the Letters from Genera] 1Vash-
ington, of the 14th and 26th of February last, and the Let-
ter from Lord Stirling, of the 25th of the same month, were
referred, brought iu their Report, which was read; and the
same being taken into consideration,

Resolved, That the first part thereof be recommitted.
Resolved, That the value of the Passage-boat York be

made good to Michael Kearney, Jun., the owner thereof, it
appearing that she was impressed into the Continental ser-
vice, and employed in taking the Ship Bllle-Mountain Val-
ley, and, for that reason, afterwards seized and detained by
order of Captain Parker, Commander of the British ship-
of-war Phenix; and that Lord Stirling be desired to ap-
point proper persons to value the said boat, and report such
valuation to Congress.

Resolved, That a Member be elected for the Secret Com-
mittee, in the room of Mr. Bartlett, who is absent.

The ba]]ots being taken and examined, Mr. R. 1I. Lee
was elected.

Adjourned ti1l ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Wednesday, March 20, 1776.

A Letter from Lord Stirling, of the 16th, was laid before
Congress, and read.

Resolved, That three Members be elected for the Com-
mittee appointed to consider the propriety of a War Office,
in the room of three who are necessarj]y absent by reason
of sicko.ess.

.

The Members chosen, Mr. Duane, Mr. R. H. Lee, and
Mr. Johnson.

Resolved, That the sum of 3,OOQ Dollars be advanced to
Colonel Magaw, for the purpose of purchasing Fire-Arms
for his Batta]ion, he to be accountable.

Resolved, That Co]onel .Magaw be directed to have a
Pike or Spear made, and to Jay the same before Congress,
with an account of the cost.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Instruc-
tions and Commission to the Deputies or Commissioners
appointed to go to Canada; which being debated by para-
graphs, were agreed to, as fo]]ows:

Instructions, ~c.

GENTLEMEN: You are, with a]] convenient despatch, to

repair to Canada, and make known to the people of that
country the wishes and intentions of the Congress with re-
spect to them.

.

Represent to them that the arms of the United'Co]onies,
having been carried into that Province for the purpose of
frustrating the designs of the British Court against our com-
mon liberties, we expect not only to defeat the hostile machi-
nations of Governour Carleton against us, but that we sha]]
put it into the power of our Canadian brethren to pursue
such measures for securing their own freedom and happiness,
as a generous love of liberty and sound policy shaH dictate
to them.

Inform them that, in our judgment, their interests and ours
are inseparably united; that it is impossible we can be re-
duced to a servile submission to Great Britain without their
sharing our fate; and, on the other hand, if we shaH obtain,

as we doubt not we sha]], a full establishment of our rights,
it depends whol1y on their choice whether they will parti-
cipate with us in those blessings, or stiH remain subject to
every act of tyranny which British Ministers shall please to
exercise over them. Urge all such arguments as your pru-
dence shan suggest, to enforce our opinion concerning the
mutua] interest of the two countries, and to convince them
of the impossibility of the war being concluded to the dis-
advantage of these Colonies, if we wisely and vigorously
co-operate with each other.

To convince them of the uprightness of our intentions
towards them, you are to declare, that it is our inclination
that the people of Canada may set up such a form of Go-
vernment as wi]] be most likely, in their judgment, to pro-
duce their happiness; and you are, in the strongest terms,
to assure them, that it is our earnest desire to adopt them
into our Union, as a sister Colony, and to secure the same
genera] system of mild and equal Jaws for them and for our..
selves, with only such local differences as may be agreeable
to each Colony respectively.

Assure the people of Cqnada that we have no apprehen"
sion that the Prench win take any part with Great Bntam j
but that it is their interest, and we have reason to be]ieni
their inc1ination, to cultivate a friendly intercourse with these
Colonies.

You are from this, and such other reasons as may appeal'
most proper, to urge the necessity the people are under of
immediately taking some decisive step, to put themselves
under the protection of the United Colonies. For expedi..
ting such a measure, you are to explain to them our method
of co]]ecting the sense of the people, and conducting our
aflairs regularly by Committees of Observatio.n and InsFec.,
tion in the severa] districts, and by Conventions and Com..
mittees of Safety in the severa] Colonies. Recommend these
modes to them. Explain to them the nature and principles
of Government among freemen; developing, in contrast to
these, the base, cruel, and insidious designs involved in thl~
late act of Parliament for making a more effectual provision
for the government of the Province of Quebeck. Endea..
vour to !Stimu]ate them, by motives of glory as well as inte..
rest, to assume a part in a contest by which they must be
deeply affected, and to aspire to a portion of that power
by which they are ruled, and not to remain the mere spoils
and prey of conquerors and lords.

You are further to declare, that we hold sacred the right:;
of conscience, and may promise to the whole people, solemnly
in our name, the free and undisturbed exercise of their re]i-
gion; and, to the c1ergy, the full, perfect, and peaceable pos-
session and enjoyment of all their estates; that the govern-
ment of everything relating to their religion and c1ergy shan
be left entirely in the hands of the good people of that Pro-
vince, and such Legis]ature as they shaH constitute; provi-
ded, however, that all other denominations of ChrIstians be
equa]]y entitled to hold offices, and enjoy civil privileges,
and the free exercise of their religion, and be totaHyexempt
from the payment of any tithes or taxes for the support of
any religion.

Inform them that you are vested, by this Congress, with
fu]] powers to effect these purposes; and, therefore, press
them to have a complete representation of the people assem-
bled in Conyention, with aH possible expedition, to de]ibe-
rate concerning the establishment of a form of Government,
and a union with the United Colonies. As to the terms of
the union, insist on' the propriety of their being similar to
those on which the other Colonies unite. Should they
object to this, report to this Congress the objections, and thJ
terms on which alone they wil1 come into our Union. Shou1d
they agree to our'terms, you are to promise, in the names of
the United Colonies, that we win defend and protect the
peop]e.of Canada against a]] enemies, in the same manner

as we wi]] defend and protect any of the United Colonies.
You are to establish a free press, and to give directions

for the frequent publication of such pieces as may be of ser-
vice to the cause of the United Colonies.

You are to settle a]] disputes between ,the Canadians and

the Continental Troops, and to make such regulations re]a-
tiner thereto, as you shaH judge proper.

You are to make strict and impartial inquiry into the cause
of the imprisonment of Colonel Du Fee, Lieutenant-Co]o-
ne] Nefeu, Major St. George Du Pree, and Major Gray,
officers of the Militia, and of JQhn Fraser, Esquire, late a
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Jl,ldge of the Police at 1Jfontreal, and take such orders con-
cerning them as you shall judge most proper. ~

In reforming any abuses you may observe in Canada,
establishing and enforcing regulations for preservation of
peace and good order there, and composing differences be-
tween the Troops of the United Colonies and the Cana-
dians, all officers and soldiers are required to yield obedience
to you; and, to enforce the decisions that you or any two of
you may make, you are empowered to suspend any military
officer from the exercise of his commission, till the pleasure
of the Congress shall be known, if you, or any two of you
shaH think it expedient.

You are also empowerpd to sit and vote as members of
Councils of War, in directing fortifications and defences to
be made, or to be demolished, by land or by water; and to
draw orders on the President for any sums of money, nQt
exceeding one hundred thousand dollars in the whole, to
defray the expense of the works.

Lastly, you are, by all the means you can use, to promote
the execution of the resolutions now made, or hereafter to
be made, in Congress.

On motion made, Resolved, That the following additional
Instructions be given to the Commissioners aforesaid:

You are empowered and directed to promote and encour-
age the trade of Canada with the Indian nations, and to
grant passports for the carrying it on as far as it may consist
with the safety of the troops, and the publick good.

You are also directed and authorized to assure the inha-
bitants of Canada, that their commerce with foreign nations
shall, in all respects, be put upon an equal footing with, and
encouraged and protected in the same manner, as the trade
of the United Colonies.

You are also directed to use every wise and prudent mea-
sure to introduce and give credit and circulation to the Con-
tinental money in Canada.

In «ase the former resolution of Congress respecting the
English American Troops in Canada has not been carried
iI,1toeffect, you are directed to use your best endeavours for
forming a battalion of the New- York Troops in that country,
and to appoint the Field and other officers out of the gentle-
men who have continued there during the campaign, accord-
ing to their respective ranks and merit; and, if it should
be found impracticab]e, you are to direct such of them as are
provided for in the four battalions now raising in New- York,
to repair to their respective corps. To enable you to carry
this resolution into effect, you are furnished with blank com-
missions, signed by the President.

Resolved, That the Memorial from the Indian Traders,
residing at Montreal, be delivered to the Commissioners
going to Canada.

.

The draft of the Commission being taken into considera-
tion, and aebated by paragraphs, was agreed to, as follows:
The Delegates of the United Colonies of New-Hampshire,

&c., to Benjamin Franklin, LL. D., Member of the
Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, F. F. S. &c., &c.,
&c., one of the Delegates of the Colony of Pennsylvania;
Samuel Chase, Esq., one of the Delegates of the Colony
of Maryland, and Charles Carroll of Carrollton, of the
said Colony of Maryland, Esq., greeting:
Know ye, That we, reposing special trust and confidence

in your zeal, fidelity, abilities, and assiduity, do, by these
presents, constitute and appoint you, or any two of you,
Commissioners f1)fand on behalf of us, and all the people
of the United Colonies, whom we represent, to promote, or
to form a union between the said Colonies and the people of
Canada, according to the\'instructions herewith delivered
you, and such as you may hereafter receive; and to execute
all such matters and things as you are or shall be directed
by your said instructions; and we do require all office'i.s,sol-
diers, and others, who may facilitate your negotiation, or
promote the success thereof, to aid and 'assist you therein;
and you are fi'om time to time to transmit and report your
proceedings to Congress. This Commission to continue in
force till revoked by this or a future Congress.

Dated \,ItPhiladelphia, this. . . . . day of . . . . . .
By order of the Congress.

Resolved, That Mr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, and Mr. Chase,
be appointed to confer with Mr. Wrixon, to examine into
his military abilities, and inquire whether he is wiJIing to

engage in the service of the United Colonies, and report to
Congress.

Colonel St. Clair having informed Congress that ]}lichael
IIufnagel, appointed a First Lieutenant, and James 0' Ham
and Abel .Morris, appointed Ensigns in his Battalion, have
declined to accept their C:;ommissions,the Committee on
Qualifications recommended Thomas Butler in the room of
]}L Hufnagel, George McCulloch in the room of James

0' Hara, and George Ross in the room of Abel ~Morris.
Resolved, That Commissions he granted accordingly.

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of the Colony
of New-Jersey be desired to remove the Prisoners from
Trenton, to such place or places in. that Colony as may be
thought convenient, at a proper distance from the sea and
post-roads, subject to the regulations formerly made respect-
ing Prisoners.

Resolved, That all Officers, prisoners, who shall refuse
to subscribe the Parole ordered by Congress, be committed
to Prison.

The Committee appointed to promote the making of Mus-
kets, &c., to whom part of Colonel Dayton's Letter respect-
ing the quality of the Arms taken by Colonel lIeard, on
Long-Island, was referred, brought in their Report, which
was read; whereupon, the Congress came to the following
Resolution:

Whereas in the execution of the resolve of Congress of
the 14th of March, respecting the disarming of disaffected
persons, many Fire-Arms may be taken which may not be
fit to arm any of the Troops mentioned therein:

Therefore, Resolved, That all the Fire-Arms so taken,
being appraised according to said resolve, none of them shall
be paid for but those that are fit fi)r the use of such Troops,
or that may conveniently be so made, and the remainder
shall be safely kept by the said Assemblies, Conventions,
Councils or Committees of Safety, for the owners, to be de-
livered to them when the Congress shall direct.

Ordered, That the foregoing Resolution be published.
The Committee appointed to consider the best ways and

means of supplying the Army in Canada with Provisions
and necessaries, brought in their Report, which was read.

Resolved, That the same be referred for consideration till
to-morrow.

A Petition of John Secord was presented to Congress and
read, and the consideration thereof, at the request of a Co-
lony, was deferred till to-monow.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is due,
To Abraham JIunt, for Provisions, Fire-wood, &c., to

the Prisoners' at Trenton, and for Horse-hire for the pub]ick
service, the sum of 607.6 Dollars;

To Ephraim Blaine, Esq., for necessaries furnished the
Rifle Companies, the sum of 129.7 Dollars, of which sum,
44.3 Dollars are to be charged to Captain Hendricks, and
65 dollars to Captain Chambers;

To sundries, on certificates for necessaries furnished to
one of the Rifle Companies, the sum of 122.5 Dollars, of
which sum 101.4 Dollars, being for Rifles, &c., furnished to
Captain Cluggage's Company, to be charged to said Com-
pany; the amount of the certificates to be paid to Bernard
Dougherty, Esq.;

To William Bauseman, for Provisions, &c., furnished the
Prisoners in Lancaster, the sum of 15~8.8 Dollars;

To the Committee of Frederick, the sum of 52.7 Dollars,
to be paid to Tlwmas Johnson, Esq. ;

To Francis Lee, for four hundred and eighty-three Meals
dieting of General Lee's Guard, the sum of 48.3 Dollars;

To Conrad Water, for one hundred and eighty-five Meals
dieting the said men, 19 Dollars;

To Mary Bryant, for two hundred and eighty-eight Meals
dieting the said men, 28 Dollars ;

To Ann Todd, for one hundred and fifty-eight Meals diet-
ing the said men, the sum of 15.8 Dollars.

Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid.
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Thursday, March 21,1776.

A Letter of the 7th, from General Sclmyler, with a Return
of the Forces before Quebeck, was presented to Congress, and
read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee to whom
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the former Letters from the General were committed, viz:
Mr. Wythe, Mr. Ilarrison, and Mr. S. Adams.

Resolved, That General Washington be directed to send
an account of the Troops in his Camp, who are deficient in
Arms, to the several Assemblies or Conventions of the Co-
lonies to which those men be1ong~ and request them to send
a sufficient number of Arms for the men coming from the
respective Colonies, and that if Arms cannot be pJocured,
such as have not Arms be dismissed the service.

Resolved, That the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania
be requested to employ some trusty persons in each County,
to purchase as many good Muskets as will be sufficient to
arm the Battalions raised in said Colony; and that they
exert their utmost diligence in procuring the said Arms
speedily, and on the most reasonable terms; that an order
for 12,000 Dollars be drawn on the Treasurers, in favour
of said Committee, to pay for the Anus, the said Committee
to be accountable.

Resolved, That the sum of 600 Dollars be sent to Colonel
Charles Stewart, and that he be desired to muster Captain
Woolverton's Company, and when he finds them properly
armed, accoutred, and ready to march, to furnish them with
necessaries, and to expedite their march to New- York,
agreeable to the orders of Congress; Mr. Stewart to be ac-
countable for the money put into his hands.

Resolved, That Monsieur Ie Chevalier de St. Aulaire be
permitted to raise an Independent Company of Rangers in
Canada, with the pay of a Captain; or, in case he shall not
be able to raise such a Company, that he be re~ommended
to the commanding officer in Canada, to be employed in
such service there as may be thought suitable to his genius
and ability.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several As-
semblies, Conventions, and Councils or Committees of Safe-
ty, and Committees of Correspondence and Inspection, that
they exert their utmost endeavours to promote the culture of
Hemp, Flax, and Cotton, and the growth of Wool, in these
United Colonies.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the said Assem-
blies, Conventions, and Councils or Committees of Safety,
that they take the earliest measures for erecting and esta-
blishing, in each and every Colony, a Society for the improve-
ment of Agriculture, Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce, and
to maintain a Correspondence between such Societies, that
the rich and numerous natural advantages of this country, for
supporting its inhabitants, may not be neglected.

That it be recommended to the said Assemblies, Con-
ventions, and Councils or Committees of Safety, that they
forthwith consider of ways and means of introducing the
manufactures of Duck and Sail Cloth, and Steel, into such
Colonies where they are not now understood, and of encour-
aging, increasing and improving them where they are.

Ordered, That the last three Resolutions be published.
Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to

superintend the Printing the Journals of Congress; and that,
if the present Printer cannot execute the work with sufficient
expedition, they be empowered to employ another Prinfer.

The Members chosen, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Harrison, and
Mr. Allen.

Colonel :IUagaw, agreeable to the Order of yesterday,
sent to Congress two samples of Spears.

The matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Friday, March 22, 1776.

A Letter of the 13th, from General Washington, enclos-
ing the Proceedings of a Council of War; also, a J...etterfrom
Lord Stirling, of the 19th, were laid before Congress, and
read.

A Petition from ThorotlJgood Smith, and others, was pre-
sented to Congress, and read, setting forth, that they have
procured a Vessel, and raised money to fit her out as a Pri-
vateer, in order to cruise and guard the Coast of Virginia,
and praying that a Commission be granted to William Ship-
pen, to whom they propose to give the command of said
Vessel; and further, that the Congress will grant them a
small quantity of Powder, upon their making satisfaction
for the same;

Resolved, That a Commission be granted to 'William
Shippen, as Captain of the above-mentioned Vesse!, for the
purposes aforesaid. "

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to sell
Captain William Shippen three hundred pounds of Powder,
for the use of his Vessel.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Declaration pur-
suant to certain Resolutions, brought in a draft; which was
read.

Resolved, That the Petition of John Secord be referred
to a Committee of three.

"

The Members chosen, Mr. Penn, Mr. E. Rutledge, and(
Mr. Jay. /

The Com"IDitteeof Claims reported, that there is due,
On account of expenses in convoying Powder, the sum

of 8.3 Dollars, and that the same ought to be paid to John
~lorton, Esquire;

To Matthias Slough, for Provisions furnished the Prison..
ers in Lancaster, the sum of 226.8 Dollars;

To Ephraim Blaine, for sundry articles omitted in the
account of expenses at the Treaty held with the Indians at
Fort-Pitt, the sum of 90.5 Dollars;

To sundries, on certificates for necessaries furnished to
Captain Stevenson's Company in Virginia, the sum of 58.a
DoJlars, and that the same ought to be paid to Timothy
lHatlack, of which 14.7 Dollars, being for a Rifle, to be
charged to Ca p,tain Stevenson.

Ordered, 'I hat the said Accounts be paid.
Resolved, That the sum of 750 Dollars be advanced to

the Baron De Woedtke, he to be accountable out of hi,
pay.

Resolved, That the rank of all such Officers in the Con-
tinental Army as held similar Cqmmi!,sions in that servic'~
before the te.nu of their late appointment expired, be settled
by the dates of their former, and not their present Commis-
sIOns.

The Assembly of the Counties on Delaware, having re-
commended a gentleman to be Major of the Battalion order-
ed to be raised in that Colony, in the room of John Mac-
pherson, Jun., Esquire, who fell before Qu<:bec7c,and never
received his Commissio~, the Congress proceeded to the
election; and the ballots being taken and examined,

Thomas McDonough was elected.
Resolved, That an Order for 12,000 Dollars be drawn

on the Treasurers in favour of the Committee or Safety of
Delaware Government, for the use of the Battalion raised
in that Colony, the said Committee to be accountable.

The Congress took into consideration the Declaration
brought in by the Committee; and, after debate, the further
consideration thereof, at the request of a Colony, Viaspost-
poned till to-morrow.

Ordered, That the Secretary publish the substance of
the Letters received from the Camp at Cambridge.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered to
dispose of the Coal on hoard of the Blue-Mountain Valley,
in such manner as they shall judge most for the benefit of
the United Colonies.

The matters to this day -referredbeing postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-marrow.

Saturday, March 23,1776.

A Letter from Jame.~Young was laid before Congress,
and read, requesting that his son John, who eloped from him
last January, and got on board the Phenix ship..:of-war,but is
now fortunately a Prisoner in New- York, may be permitted,
on his.r,arole, to re~ide at the estate of his late grandfather,
DoctorGueme :

Resolved, That Mr. Young's request be granted.

A Letter from Lord Stirling, of the 18th, enclosing "a
Letter from William De HartLand a Letter from the Cap-
tains and Subalterns of the First New-Jersey Battalion;
also, a Memorial from Thomas Scott, of Hunterdon, desiring
that he may be appointed a Captain of a Company of R~n-
gers; and a Letter from S. Badlam, were laid before Con-
gress, and read; .

Resolved, That the said Letters be referred to the Com-
mittee.4;1nQualifications.
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ResQlved, That an Order for 30.000 Dollars be drawn on mitted to fit out Armed Vessels to cruise on the enemies of
the Treasurers, in favour of Thomas Lowry, Commissary, for these United Colonies.
the use of the New-Jersey Battalions, he to be accountable. Resolved, That all Ships and other Vessels, thejr tackle,

Resolved, That the sum of 2700 Do1lars be advanced to apparel, and furniture, a~d all, goods, v:ares" and merchan-

Mr. T. It'IeKean, he to get the same exchanged for specie, dls~s, .belongmg to any, mhabltant or mhabltaJ~ts of Great

and ay the same into the Treasury.
Brztam, taken on the hIgh seas, or between high and 10,:,,"p

'. . ".
water m<lrk,by any Armed Vessel, fitted out by any prl-

The CommIttee on, Quahfic~tlO~s havmg recommen~e.d vate person or persons, and to whom commissions shall
Peter SC!~n to,be a B,;gade-MaJor In the Army of the Um- be granted, and being libe1led and prosecuted in any Court
ted Colomes, m the MIddle Derartn:'en~ ; . erected for the trial of maritime affairs, in any of these

Joseph Dav~npor:t to be a Captam, III the Tlmd Penn- Colonies, shall be deemed and adjudged to be lawful prize;
syh1anw Battahon, In the room of 1\:11'.S.cull; ,. and, after deducting and paying the wages which the sea-

Evan Edwar~s to be a Capt,mn 10 saId Battahon, 10 the men and mariners on board of such captures as are mer-
room .o~ Mr. ~hec, who has reslg?ed ; .. . chant ships and vessels shaH be entitled to, according to

. fVdlzam Ttlton to be a First Lleuten~nt 10 smd Battahon, the terms of their contracts, until the time of the adjudica-
m the room of F!van Edward; .. , ,_ tion, shall-be condemned to and for the use of the owner

Garret S!edd~ford to be an Ens1gnlO tbe ~ald Battalion; or owners, and the officers, marines, and -mariners of such
And havl,ng, also rec,omm:nded the folJowlOg persons for Armed Vessel, according to such rules and proportions as

Colonel Irvmes Battalion, VI,Z:. 0 they shall agree on: Pro'vided, always, That this resolution
!1-?bert .

Wilson to be, a Fl~St Lieutenant, In the room of shall not extend to any vessel bringing settlers, arms, ammu-
Wzllwm Ale Cltland, resIgned.',. nition, or warlike stores to and for the use of these Colonies,

John Ale~ande~ to be a First LIeutenant, m the room of or any of the inhabitants thereof, who are friends to the Ame-
RQbert }Vh~te,. resIgned; , 0 riean cause, or to such warlike stores, or to the effects of such

Andrew Irvzne to be a Second Lieutenant, III the 1"0;)10 settlers.
of John Alex7ander; .,

.
Resolved, That all Ships or VesseJs, with their tackle, ap-

~\eeper, an EnsIgn III the room of John Murray, parel and furniture, goods, wares, and merchandises, belong-
who has resIgned; , . ing to any inhabitant of Great Britain as aforesaid, which
. Resolved, That CommlsslOnsbe granted to them accord- shan be taken by any of the Vessels-of-War of these United
mgly. Colonies,shall he deemedforfeited;one-third,after deduct-

Resolved, That the sum of 3200 Dollars, in specie, be ing and paying the wages of seamen and marines as afore-.
advanced to Mr. Cole, to be by him delivered to the Com~ said, to the officers and men on board, and two-thirds to

.

mandinO" Officer in Canada, for the service of the Continent, the use of the United Colonies.
.

and that he be desired to proceed thither immediately. Resolved, That all Ships or Vessels, with their tackle,
,

.' _ '_ apparel, and furnitUre, goods, wares, and merchandises, be-
The CQmmlttee of Clalm~ reported, that there b due, longing to any inhabitants of Great Britain as aforesaid,
To Dr. Jonathan P~tts, for ~ttendance on th:~ Second which shall be taken by any Vessel of War fitted out by and

and Fourth Peansylvanza Battahons, the sum of 67.6 Dol- at the expense of any of the United Colonies, shall be deemed
lars;

T - . ,forfeited, and divided, after deducting and paying the wages
, :ro Co!onel .\ath~nzel Heard, for expenses IIIthe expe- of seamen and mariners, as aforesaid, in such manner and

dltlon agamst the Tones on Long-Island, the sum of 2161.6 proportions as the Assembly or Convention of such Colony
Dollars. . . shall direct.

Ordered, That the Said Accounts be paId. Resolved, That all Vessels, with their tackle, apparel, and
The Congress resumed the consideration of the Declara- furniture, and cargoes, belonging to the inhabitants of Great

tion; which was agreed to, as folJows: Britain, as aforesaid, and an Vessels which may be employ-
Whereas tbe Petitions of the United Colonies to the King, ed in carrying supplies to the Ministerial armies, which shall

for the redress of great and manifest grievances, have not happen to be taken near the shores of any of these Colonies,
only been rejected, but treated with scorn and contempt, by the people of the country, or detachments from the Army,
and the opposition to designs evidently formed to reduce shan be deemed lawful prize; and the Court of Admiralty
them to a state of servile subjection, and their necessary within the said Colony is required, on condemnation thereof,
defence against the hostile forces actually employed to suh- to adjudge that all charges and expenses which may attend
due them, declared rebellion: And whereas an unjust war the capture and trial be first paid out of the moneys arising
hath been commenced against them, which the commanders from the sales of the prize, and the remainder equally divided
of the British Heets and armies have prosecuted, and still among all those who shall have heen actua]]j engaged and
continue to prosecute, with their utmost vigour, and in a employed in taking the said prize. Prov~ded, That where
cruel manner, wasting,spoiling,and destroying the coun- any detachmentsof the Army shall have been employedas
try, burning houses and defenceless towns, and exposing the aforesaid, their part of the prize-money shall be distributed
helpless inhabit~,ntsto every misery from the inclemency of among them in proportion to the pay of the officers and sol-
the winter, and not only urging Savages to invade the coun- diers so employed.
try, but instigatingNegroes to murder their masters: And Resolved, That the foregoingResolutionbe published.
whereasthe ~arliamentof Gr:eat Brit~in hath latel~ passed Resolved, That a Committeeof fivebe appointedtocon-
a? a?t, affirmmg these Colomes t? be m ?pen ,rebelhon, for- sider of the fortifying one or more Ports on the American
bld?mg all trade and commerce wIth the ~nhQ.bJtants.thereof, coast, in the strongest manner, .I()rthe protection of our
untIl t~leysha~laccept pardons, and submit to despotlck rule, Cruisers, and the reception of their Prizes; that they take
~eclarmg ~hOlrproperty, w~erever found, upon the water, the opinion of the best Engineers on the manner and ex~
liable to seIzure a.ndc?nfiscatIon,and enactmg, t~1atwhat !1ad pense, and report thereon to Congress.
been done there by vIrtue of the Royal authorIty we~eJu~t The Members chosen, Mr. Harrison, Mr. J. Adams, Mr.
and lawful acts, and shall be so deemed; from all whIch, It Hewes Mr. R. JUorris and Mr. Whipple.
is manifest that the iniquitous scheme concerted to deprive R ' 1 d Th t tl ' c
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fessed, there are many entitled to applause and gratitude Resolved, That 10663 Dollars, III C~ntmenta! mo~y,.
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calamities, do deelare and resolve, as followeth, to wit: Resolved, That 400 Dollars, in specie, be paid tp Mr.
Resolved, That the inhabitants of these Colonies be per- lValker, in full for so much by him lent to General Wa.Qstef.'
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for the use of the Army in Canada; and that General Woos-
ter's note be taken up and cancelled.

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Monday next, re-
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into con-
sideration the trade of the United Colonies; and that sundry
emotions offered by the Members from Massachusetts-Bay,
Maryland, and Virginia, be referred to said Committee.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday.

Monday, March 25, 1776.

Sundry Letters were laid before Congress, and read:
One from General Washington, of the 19th, wherein he

iinforms Congress that, on the 17th, the enemy evacuated
Boston, and pur Troops took possession of it ;

One from General &huyler, pf the 12th;
One from Lprd Stirling, pf the 21st; and
One from the CpmIT!i~teeof Safety of New-Jersey.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Congress, in their pwn
name, and in the name of the Thirteen United Colonies,
whom they represent, be presented to his Excellency Gene-
ral Washington, and the Officers and Soldiers under his
command, for their wise and spirited conduct in the siege and
acquisition of Boston; and that a Medal of gold be struck
in commemoration of this great event, and presented to his
Excellency; and that a Committee of three be appointed
to prepare a letter of thanks, and a proper device for the
Medal.

The Members chosen, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Jay, and Mr.
Hopkins.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
confer with Mr. .Dugan and Colpnel Ritzema, .

The Members chosen, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Johnson, and
Mr. Allen.

Resolved, Th\it 20,000 Dollars be advanced tQ1PeD!<le-
gates of v""irginia, for the use of the Battalions in tlIat
Colony; the said Delegates to account for the expenditure
thereof.

The Cormnittee appointed to take into consideration the
state of the Colonies in the Southern Department, brought
in tlwir Report, wl1ich was read, as follows:

That it appears highly probable that a very cODsiderable
force will be ex;ertedin.that department by 01,\1'enemies early
in the spring; that the Continenta,l forcesemployed in Sou.th-
CareJlinaand Virginia, respectively, cannot prudently be
solely relied on for the defence of those Colonies; that not-
withstanding South.-C«[olina and Virginia are at a very great
separate expense in armed vessels, rendered absolutely neces-
sary by the s.itua.tionand circ\lmstances of those countries;
that the Militi.aof SQyih-G«rolin.a are obliged to perform a
very labQriousduty, which, from the smallness of their {!tInl-
ber, and the consequeI.1t quick rqWt<;>n,is excessively burden-
SOme; and that th~. GploQY of Virginia, in addition to the
siJ!,C~)Dtinental Battalion~ already there, have resolved to
raise, and are npw imbodying, three other Battalions,

Whereupon the Congress came to the following Resolu-
tions :

Resolved, That the Convention or Council of Safety of
South-Carolin« be permitted to raise and imbody two other
Battalions, and that they be on the pay and at the expense
of the Continent, as soon as they shall be armed fit for ser-
vice, and accordingly mustered.

That the three Colonial Battalions of Virginia be also on
the pay and at the expense of the Continent, as soon as they
shall be armed fit for service, and accordingly mustered.

The Committee aforesaid further reported: That the Coun-
cil of Safety of Virginia hath contracted for the subsistence
of the Third Battalion in that Colony, at six Pence half~
Penny a ration; of the Fifth, at eight Pence; and of the
Second, Fourth, Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth, at seven
Pence half-Penny a ration.

Whereupon, Resolved, That those Contracts be confirmed.

Resolved, That a Deputy Mustermaster-General be ap-
pointed for the Southern Department.

The ballots being taken and examined, Edmund Ran-
dolph, Esquire, was elected.

Resolved, That E. Randolph, Esq., be empowered to ap-
point two Deputy Mus.termasters under him; one for North-
Carolina, and the other for South- Carolina and GCQrgia.

Resolved, That the Order of the Day be postponed.
The Congress then took into consideratiof! the Report of

the Committee on the ways and means of supplying the
Troops in Canada with Provisions and necessaries.

. .

Whereupon, Resolved, That General &huyle1. be direct-
ed to take such order respecting the supplies of Provisions
necessary for the Troops in Canada, as he may deem expe-
dient.

The Congress, being of opinion that the reduction of Que.
beck, and the general security of the Province of Canada,
are objects of great concern,

Ordered, That General Washington be directed to detach
four Battalions into Canada, from the Army under his com.
mand, as soon as he shall be of opinion that the safety of
ljew- York and the Eastern service will permit.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Tuesday, March 26, 1776.

The Congress being informed that Mr. Wqrd, one of th~
Delegates of Rhode-Island, departed tbislife yesterday,

Resolved, That this Congresswill,in a body, attend the
Funeral of 1\lr. Ward, to-morrow, with a Crape round the
arm; and that the Congress continue in mpurning for the
space of 01)emonth.

.
Resolved, Tbat Mr. ITopkins, Mr. S. Adams, and Mr.

Wolcott, be a Committee to superintend the Funeral; and
that they be directed to apply to the Reverend Mr. Still-
man, and request him to preach a Funeral Sermon on the
occasion.

That the said Committee be directed to invite the Assem-
bly and Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, and other
publiek bodies in Philadelphia, to attend the Funeral.

Resolved, That the Privates of the Companies ordered
from Maryland to Accomack and Northampton, in the
Southern Department, be allowed the pay of the Privates
in that department, which is 6j Donars per calendar month..

Resolved, That if the Convention or Council of Safety
of Nort~- Carolina shall judge it necessary for the common
safety to raise one or two more Battalions, the same, when
armed, fit for service, and mustered, be taken into the pa:r
Qf the Continent.

Resolved, That an Order be sent to Commodore .Doug..
lass immediately to repair to the Lakes, and take the com..
mand of the Vessels on that station.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Thursday.

Thursday, March 28, 1776.

Resolved, That an Order be drawn ontije Tl:e~surers,in
(avQurof William ~arrel, of Philadelphia, for the sum of
~o,OOODoJlars, in full for Tent-Cloth, sent by him to Colo-
I1elMijflin, for the use of the AnllY under the command of
General Washington; the money being paid in consequenco
of the General's Letter of the 13th; to be charged to th4~
Account of the GeI)erai.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered to
purchase, on the most reasonable terms they can, the Ship
Molly, for the use of the Continent, and to fit her out, with
all possible expedition, to join Captain Barry, on his cruise
along the Coast, between A~ew-York and Virginia.

A Memorial of Mr. Thomas Walker was presented tQ
Congress, and read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.
Two Letters, of the 27th, from the COl:nmitteeof Safet)'"

of New-Jersey, were read.
Resolved, That the President return !/,nAnswer, and in-

(orm the Committee SJfSafety of New-Jersey that the Con-
gress see no reason tQ alter O\,countermanct the Requisition
of the] 5th, and that, therefore, they be requested to expe-
dite the march of the Troops to New- York, agreeable to
the Requisition of the commanding officer.

The Congress proceeded tp the election of a Colonel of
the Third Battalion, ordered to be raised if! the Colony of
New- YQrk; and, the ballots being taken, Rudo7phus Ritz~;-
ma was dected,

The Committee appointed to confer with Colonel Ril-
zema and Mr. .Dugan, brQught in their Report; which was
read.
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Resolved, That an Order for 1000 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasurers, in favour of Mr. Jeremiah Dugan, as a re-
ward for his services in Canada.

Resolved, That Mr. Jeremiah Dugan be appointed a
Major, with the rank .of Lieutenant-Colonel, to command a
body of three hundred Rangers.

That the said Rangers be divided into three Companies,
each to consist of one hundred men, and to be commanded
by a Captain and two Lieutenants; that the Captains and
Lieutenants be recommended by Lieutenant-Colonel Dugan
to the Commissioners going to Canada, for their approbation;
and that, if they approve the gentlemen recommended, they
grant them Commissions.

Resolved, That Mr. TJ1illiamFinney be appointed a De-
puty Quartermaster in the Southern Department.

Resolved, That two Engineers be employed for the South--
ern Department.

Resolved, That an Order for 20,000 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasurers in favour of Mr. James Mease for the use of
the Pennsylvania Battalions, he to be accountable.

Information being given to Congress that some Prisoners
in the Jail of Philadelphia have meditated an escape, and
are near carrying their plan into execution,

Resolved, That the Jailer be directed to confine John
Connolly, J. 'Smith, and Moses Kirkland, in separate apart-
ments, and suffer no person to converse with any of them,
without special orders of Congress.

Resolved, That the Sheriff of the City and County of
Philadelphia be directed by Mr.lflcKean, to call to his as-
sistance a gllard of fifty men from the Barracks for the de-
fence Qf the Jail; and that the Sheriff be further directed to
keep secret any intimation given him of a design to rescue
his Prisoners, and to employ every means to discover and
apprehend those concerned in such design.

Resolved, That an Order for one thousand Dollars be
drawn on the Treasurers in favour of Mr. Samuel Fairlamb,
for the use of the Fourth Pennsylvania Battalion, he to be
accountable. ,-

The matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Friday, March 29, 1776.

Sundry Letters were laid before Congress, and read:
Two fi'OmGeneral&huyler, of the 19th and 21st, with a

copy of the Treaty held with the Indians at Albany, &c.;
One from the Convention of New-York, of the 26th;
One from Allan McDonald.
Resolved, That -the Letter fromAllan McDonald be re-

ferred to the Committee on Prisoners.
That the other Letters, with the Papers enclosed, be re-

ferred to Mr. Wythe, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. S. Adams.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to de-
liver to Mr. TJ1illiamHenry Fr Cn. fifteen pounds of Powder,
to prove the Muskets he has contracted to make for the Con-
tinent. _

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report of
the Committee on the means of supplying the Troops in
Canada:

Whereupon,Resolved, That a Deputy Commissary-Ge-
neral of Stores and Provisions be appointed for the Army of
the United Colonies in Canada.

The ballots being taken and examined, Mr. J. Price was
elected.

Resolved, That the last paragraph of the Report be re-
committed, and that the Committee l)e empowered to con-
fer with such persons as they judge pro}?eron the subject,
and report to Congress as soon ascbnvemently they can.

A Letter from the Committee of Safety of New-Jersey,
and one from Captain John ~Lf1acpherson,were received, and
read.

Adjourned t'l ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Resolved, That Monsieur Dechambault and hiscompa-
nion be pennitted to come to Pltiladelphia and transact some'
private business, and then return to Bristol.

The Congress proceeded to the election of two Engineers
-

for the ~outhern Department ; and the baJlots being taken,.
John Staater and Monsieur Masscnbach were elected.

The Congress took into consideration the Letter from the
Committee of Safety of New-Jersey; and thereupon

Resolved, That the Minute-men employed by Congress
under the command of Colonel Heard, in the expedition to
Long-Island, be allowed, while on that service, the same
pay and rations as the Continental Troops in the Middle
Department.

Resolved, That the Delegates for New- York be directed
to prepare an Answer to the Committee of Safety of New-
Jersey, and assign the reasons of the foregoing resolution.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To William Tn~ket for Stationery for the publick service,

the sum of 4) .7 Dollars.
To Philip Apricht for Provisions to General Lee's guard,

the sum of 4.7 Dollars; and that the same ought to be paid
to Adam Kimmel.

To sundries, on certificates for necessaries furnished to the
Rifle Companies, the sum of 44.2 Dollars, and that the
same ought to be paid to Matthias Slough, Esquire; and
that 2.5 Dollars, part of said sum, be charged to Captain
Cresap's Company.

To sundries, on certificates forRifles, Shirts, &c., furnished'
to Captain Cluggage's Company, the sum of81.1 Dollars,
which ought to be paid to Jolm jUontgomery, Esquire, and
charged to said Company.

To Robert Erwin, -Wagonmaster, on an account now
settled, the sum of 409.3 Dollars.

To Sacheverel Wood, for Provisions furnished by him to
several Prisoners now in the Jail of Philadelphia, the sum of
137.6 Dollars.

To Thomas Dewees, for Provisions for Connolly, Came-
ron, Smith, and Kirkland, the sum of 57.8 Dollars.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.

The Committee appointed to eonfer with Major Wrixon,
brought in their Report; whieh was read.

Resolved, That each RegimentalSurgeon be allowed a
Mate.

Resolved, That the pay of a Surgeon's Mate be eighteen
Dollars per month.

Resolved, That suitableChirurgicalInstrumentsbe pur~
chased with each Medicine-Chest.

Resolved, That the quantity and value of the Instruments
be postponed to ~Mondaynext.

Resolved, That each Brigadier-General, when on com-
mand, be empowered to appoint a Brigade-Major.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday.

Monday, April I, 1776.

Resolved, That CaptainD. Arundel be allowed48.5
Dollars, in full for pay and subsistence of a Captain, from
the 8th of February, the time he was recommended to Ge-
neral &huyler, to the 19th of March, when he reeeived his
Commission.

Resolved, That Mr. J. Mease, Commissary, be directed
to advance Captain Romans one month's pay for himself
and the officers and men of his Company, and also subsist-
ence money to Albany.

The Committee to whom the application of Captain
White-Eyes was referred, brought in their Report, which was
read. .

Resolved, That the same be referred for consideration till
to-morrow.

The Congress having, on the 17th of February last, ap-
pointed a Standing Committee for superintending the Trea-
sury, with power, among other things, to employ and instruct
proper persons for liquidating the publick accounts; and the

Saturday,March30,1776. said resolutions not being sufficientlyexplicit, with respect to
Resolved, That sixty Dollars be advanced to Monsieur the manner and place of settling those accounts, and it being

Arundel, to be deducted out of his pay, and that he be di- a matter 'pf great consequence that the publick account<;
reeted immediately to repair to the Southern Department, should be~regularly stated and kept, and justly liquidated
and put himself under the command of General Lee. and settled:

=It
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Resolved therefore, That a Treasury Office of Accounts
shall be instituted and established, and that such office shall
be kept in the city COrplace where Congress shall, from
time to time, be assembled and hold their sessions.

That the said Office of Accounts be under the directio~
and superintendence of the Standing Committee for the
Treasury.

That an Auditor-General, and a competent numbcr of
Assistants and Clerks, be appointed by Congress, and em-

:ployed for stating, arranging, and keeping the publick
Accounts.

That all accounts and claims against the United Colonies
for services or supplies, where the rates or prices have not
been ascertained by Congress, shall be presented to the
Committee of Claims, liquidated by them, and reported to
and allowed by Congress, previous to their being passed and
entered at the Treasury Office; that all other accounts and
claims, consisting of articles the price or value of which shall
have previously been fixed by contract, or otherwise ascer-
tained by Congress, shall be liquidated and settled at the
Treasury Office, and reported for the allowance of Congress,
by the Committee for superintending the Treasury, and then
passed and entered at the Treasury Office.

That all contracts, securities, and obligations, for the use
and beoefit of the United Colonies, shall be lodged and kept
in the Treasury Office of Accounts; and that all persons
to whom publick moneys have been or shall be advanced
or paid, shall be charged with the same in the books of the
said office; for which purpose every warrant on the Treasury,
which shall issue after the said office shall be opened, shall,
previous to its being paid, be entered at the Treasury Office,
and the entry certified on the warrant, by one of the Com-
mittee on the TreasurY, the Auditor-General, or one of his
Assistants or Clerks: Provided, however, That all orders
or \varrants issued by Committees appointed and authorized
by Congress to draw on the Treasurers for particular pur-
poses, shall be paid and charged to the account of the said
Committee respectively, until they shall settle and have
their accounts passed by Congress, when the debits against
them shall be discharged in the Treasury OtIice, by such
credits as Congress shall agree to and aJlow.

That all Assemblies, Conventions, Councils or Commit-
tees of Safety, Commissaries, Paymasters, and others, en-
trusted with publick moneys, shall, within a reasonable time
after beinD' called upon for that purpose by the Committee
of the Tr:asury, produce their accounts and vouchers at the
Treasury Office, in order to their being settled and adjusted
in the manner before directed.

That the Committee for superintcnding the Treasury shall
be authorized to apply to the Commanding Officers and
others, in the Continental service, for such materials and
information as the Committee may judge to be useful, for
stating, eXplaining, 01' checking the publick accounts, in
order to their being fairly and justly settled.

That the Auditor-General and his Assistants or Clerks,
before entering upon their offices, shall, respectively, take an
oath, to be administered by one or more of the Committee
of the Treasury Office, (a certificate whereof shall be filed in
the Treasury OtIice,) well and faithfully to ex~ute the trust
reposed in them, as Auditor, Assistant, or Clerk, (as the case
may be,) of the Office of Accounts, established by Congress,
accordinD' to the best of their skill and judgment, and to dis-
close no °matter, the knowledge of which shall be acquired
in consequence of such their otIice, which they shall be di-
rected to keep secret.

That the Committee for superintending the Treasury shall
be authorized to hire suitable places, and procure books of
'accounts and other necessaries at the Pllblick expense, for
the establishing. and doing the business of the said otIice.

Resolved, That Major James Hewes, a prisoner at Eliza-
bethtown, be allowed and ordered to come to Philadelphia
for the benefit of his health, and there to wait on the Com-
mittee for Prisoners, and take their directions with respect to
the place of his future residence.

Resolved, That Mr. ~ltIcKean and Mr. Paine be directed
to examine the .Jail of Philadelphia, and particularly the
apartments where Kirkland, Connolly, Smith, and Cameron,
are confined, and report what is necessary to be done to have
.them safely and securely kept.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to

confer with James ~McKnight, and examine his Account, and
the nature of his claim, and report thereon to Congress.

The Members chosen, Mr. R. ~Morris, Mr. ~McKean, and:
Mr. De lIart.

The Committee on Qualifications having recommended
Jacob Kempf>?',Jun., to be appointed an Ensign in Captain
Howell's Company, in the First New-Jersey Battalion, in
the room of Cyprus De lIart, who has resigned,

Resolved, That he be appointed, and that a Commission
be granted to him accordingly.

Resolved, That the Presiden~, in his next Letter to Ge..
neral Schuyler, desire him to send an account of the Lead at
Ticonderoga.

A Letter from Alexander llfcDonald, George Gillespie,
and J. TV. Saunders, of the 12th of lJIarch, was presented to
Congress, and read: .

Resolved, That it be referred to Mr. R. Morris, Mr. Me..
Kean, and Mr. De Hart.

The several matters to this day refelTed being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Tuesday, April 2, 1776.

A Petition from Daniel Duchemin, praying for a Lieute..
nancy in the Company of Captain D. Arundel, being pre.
sented to Congress, and referred to the Delegates of Virginia,
the said Delegates brought in their Report; which was read.

.

Resolved, That the same be recommitted.
That Danid Duchemin be appointed a Lieutenant of the

Artillery Company to be raised in Virginia, in considemtion
of the scarcity of Artillery Officers in that Colony; and that
two months' pay be advanced to him to calTYhim to Vir..
glnta. -

A Letter from General Washington, of the 24th of March,
with five papers enclosed, was laid before Congress, and
read.

The Committee ~ppointed to prepare the form of a Com-
mission and Instructions to Commanders of private Ships-
of-War, brought in the same; which were read.

The Commission, being agreed to, is as follows;
Commission.

"
The Delegates of the United Colonies of N EW-HAMPSHIRE,

o/c., to all to whom these presents shall come, greeting :

"
Know ye, That we have granted, and by these presents

do grant, license, and authority, to . . . . . mariner, com-
manderof the. . . . . called. . . . . . of the burdenof
. . . . tons,or thereabouts,belongingto . . . , of . . . ,
in the Colony of . . . . , mounting. . . . carriage-gum,
and navigatedby . . . . . men, to fit out and set forth tho
said. . . . in a warlike manner, and by and with the said
. . . . . and the crew thereof, by force of arms, to attack,
seize, and take the ships and other vessels belonging to the
inhabitants of Great Britain, or any of them, with their
tackle; apparel, furniture, and lading, on the ~igh seas, or
between high and low water marks, and to brmg the same
to some convenient ports in the said Colonies, in order that
the Courts which are or shall be there appointed to hear and
determine causes, civil and maritime, may proceed, in due
form to condemn the said captures, if they be adjudged
lawf~l prize; the said. . . . having given bond, with suffi-
cient sureties, that nothing be done by the said. . . . , or
any of the officers, mariners, or company thereof, con~rar:r
to or inconsistent with the usages and customs of natlOm:,
a~d the instructions, a cOFf of which is herewith delivered
to him. And we will and require all our otIicers whatso-
ever to give succor and assistance to the said. . . . in the
premises. This commission shall continue in fo~e until the
Congress shall issue orders to the contrary.

"By order of Congress;
"Attest: . . . . . . . . President:"

The ConD'ress then took into consideration the draft ofo .
hInstructions; and, after some time spent t ereon,

Resolved, That it be recommitted, and that it be an in-
struction to the Committee to fill up the blanks in said draft
as they shall think best.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Letter of Thanks
to G~neral Washington, and the Officers and Soldiers UD-
der his command, brought in a draft; which was read and
agreed to.
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Ordered, That it be t~anscribed, signed by the President,
and forwarded.

The Committee on Prisoners, to whom the Letter from
Monsieur Bellestre, of the 16th of March last, was referred,
brought in their Report; which was read: Whereupon,

Resoll)ed, That the sum of 3400 Dollars be. advanced
by the Treasurers to M. Bellestre, on his delivering to them
his Bills of Exchange for the like sum, payable in gold or
silver, in the Province of Canada.

The Petition of Wmiam Lindsay being presented to
Congress and read,

Resolved, That Colonel Wayne be directed to discharge
Robert, the son of said William Lindsay, who is inlisted in
his Battalion. .

The matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Wednesday, April 3, 1776.

Resolved, That the Letter fromGeneral Washington,of
the 24th of March, with the papers enclosed, be referred to
a Committee of three.

The Members chosen, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Jay, and Mr.
Wilson.

A Memorial and Petition from Captain John Nelson was
presented to Congress, and read: Whereupon,

, Resolved, That the sum of 1000 Dollars be advanced to
Captain Nelson for the use of his Company, he to be ac-
countable.

Also, a Petition IromP. ~Moore,in behalf of the owners
of the Sloops Congress and Chance, Privateers, was present-
ed and read.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to sell
said owners foUl,hundred pounds of powder for the use of
their Privateers.

The Committee of Claims, to whom the Account of Mes-
sieurs Price and IIaywood was referred, brought in their
Report: Whereupon,

Resolved, That there be advanced to Messieurs Price
and Haywood the sum of 64,358.6 Dollars, on account of
supplies to the Army in Canada, to be accounted for on the
settlement of their Accounts; and that General Wooster be
directed to fonvard the Accounts and Vouchers lodged in
his hands. .

The said Committee further reported, that there is due,
To the Township of .-"'lontague,in the County of Su,~setC,

in New-Jersey, for Sleigh-hire, in forwarding the Prisoners
from Canada, under the command of Captain A. E. Bra-
sher, the sum of 45 Dollars,...andthat the same ought to be
paid to Nicholas Christopher.

Ordered, That the same be paid.
A Letter from H. Fisher, of Lewistown, to the Commit-

tee of Safety of Pennsylvania, together with a Resolve of
said Committee, being laid before Congress, was read.

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of the Battalion
raised in Delaware Government be directed to send two
Companies of said Battalion to Lewistown, there to remain
in the service of the Continent till further orders.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed and
empowered to fit out, with all expedition, two Armed Cut-
ters, for the service of the Continent.

Resolved" That blank Commissions for private Ships of
War and Letters of Marque and Reprisal, signed by the
President, be sent to the General Ass~mblies, Conventions,
Councils or Committees of Safety of the United Colonies,
to be by them filled up and delivered to the persons intend-
ing to fit out such private Ships of War for making captures
of British Vessels and Cargoes, who shall apply for the
same, and execute the Bonds whichshall be sent with the
said Commissions, which Bonds shall be returned to the
Congress.

Resolved, That every person intending to set forthand
fit out a private Ship or V8SSelof War, and applying for a
Commission or Letters of Marque and Reprisal, for that pur-
pose, shall produce a writing subscribed by him, containing
the name and tonnage or burden of the Ship or Vessel, the
number of her Guns, with their weight of metal, the name
and p1ace of residence of the Owner or Owners, the names
of the Commander and others Officers. the number of the
Crew, and the quantity of Provisions and warlike Stores;

which writing shall be delivered to the Secretary of Con-
gress, or to the Clerk of the House of Representatives, Con-
vention, or Councilor Commiltee of Safety of tbe Colony,
in which the Ship or Vessel shall be, to be transmitted to
the said Secretary, and shall be registered by him; and that
the Commander of the Ship or Vessel, before the Commis-
sion, or Letters of Marque and Reprisal, may be granted.
shall, together with sureties, seal and deliver a Bond, in the
penalty of five thousand Dollars, if the Vessel be of one hun-
dred tons or under, or ten thousand Dollars, if of a greater
burden, payable to the President of the Congress, in trust fOf
the use of the United Colonies, with condition in the form
following, to wit:

"The condition of this obligation is such, That if the
above bounden. . . . . . . . . , who is commander of the
. . . . . . , called. . . . . . , belongingto . . . . . . ,
'of. . . . . . , in the Colony of . . . . . . . , mounting
. . . . . . carriage-guns,andnavigatedby . . . . . men,
and who hath applied for a commission, and letters of
marque and reprisal, to arm, equip, and set forth to sea,
the said. . . . . . as a private ship-of-war, and to make
captures of British vessels and cargoes, shall not exceed
or transgress the powers and authorities which shall be con-
tained in the said Commission, but shall, in all things, ob-
serve and conduct himself, and govern his crew, by and
according to the same, and certain Instructions therewith to
be delivered, and such other Instructions as may hereafter
be given to him, and shall make reparation for all damages
sustained by any misconduct or unwarrantable proceedings
of himself,or the officersor crew of the said. . . . . . ;
then this obligationshall be void,or else remainin force.

,. Sealed and delivered in the presence of . . . . . . ."
Which Bond shall be lodged with the said Secretary of

Congress.

The Committee to whom the Instructions to the Com-
manders of private Ships or Vessels of War were recom-
mitted, brought in their Report; which being taken into
consideration, and debated by paragraphs, was agreed to, as
follows:

Instructions to the Commanders of private Ships or Vessels
of War, which shall have Commissions or Letters of
~Marque and Reprisal, authorizing them to malce captures
of BRITISH Vessels and Cargoes.

1. You may, by force of arms, attack, subdue, and take
all ships and other vessels, belonging to the inhabitants of
Great Britain, on the high seas, or between high water and
low water marks, except ships and vessels bringing persons
who intend to settle and reside in the United Colonies; or
bringing arms, ammunition, or warlike stores, to the said
Colonies, for the use of such inhabitants thereof as are friends
to the Ameri.can cause, which you shall suffer to pass un-
molested, the commanders thereof permitting a peaceable
search, and giving satisfactory information of the contents of
the ladings, and destinations of the I'oyages.

2. You may, by force of arms, attack, subdue, and take
all ships and other vessels whatsoever, carrying soldiers,
arms, gunpowder, ammunition, provisions, or any other CO)1-
traband goods, to any of the Briti.~h armies or ships of war
employed against these Colonies.

3.' You shall bring such ships and vessels as you shan
take, with their guns, rigging, tackle, apparel, furniture, and
ladings, to some convenient port or ports of tbe United
Colonies, that proceedings may thereup~)IJ be had, in due
form, before the courts which are or shall be there appoint-
ed to hear and determine causes, civil and maritime.

4. You, or one of your chief otiicers, shaIl bring or send
the master and pilot, and one or more principal person or
persons of the company of every ship or vessel by you taken,
as soon after the capture as may be, to the Judge or Judges
of such court as aforesaid, to be examined upon oath, and
make answer to the interrogatories which may be propound-
ed, touching the interest or propet'ty of the shif or vessel,
and her lading; and, at the same time, you shal deliver, or
cause to be delivered, to the Judge or Judges, all passes, sea-
briefs, charter-parties, bills of lading, cockets, letters, and
other documents and writings found on board, proving the
said papers by the affidavit of yourself or of some other
person, present at the capture, to be producd as they were
received, without fraud, addition, subduction, or embezzle-
ment.
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5. You shall keep and preserve every ship or vessel 1,\nd
cargo, by you taken, until they shall, by a sentence of a
court properly authorized, be adjudged lawful prizes; not
selling, spoiling, wasting, or diminishing the same, or break-
ing the bulk thereof, nor suffering any such thing to be
done.

6. If you, or any of your officers or crew, shall, in cold
blood, kill or maim, or by torture, or otherwise, cruelly, in-
humanly, and, contrary to common usage and the practice
of civilized nations in war, treat any person or persons sur-
prised in the ship or vessel you shall take, the offender shall
be severely punished.

_7. You shall, by all convenient opportunities, send to
Congress written accounts of the captures you shall make,
with the number and names of the captives; copies of your
Journal from time to time; and intelligence of what may
o~cur -or be discovered concerning the designs of the enemy,
and the destination, motions, and operations of their fleets
and armies. - - .

8. One-third, at least, of your whole company shall be
landsmen.

9. You shall not ra[lSOm any prisoners or captives, but
shall dispose of them in such manner as the Congress, or, if
that be not sitting in the Colony whither they shall be
brought, as the General Assembly, Convention, or Council
or Committee of Safety of such Colony shall direct.

10. You shall observe all such further instructions as Con-
gress shall hereafter give in the premises, when you shall
have notice thereof.

11. If you shall do anything contrary to these instruc-
tions,or to others hereafter to be given, or willingly suffer
such things to be done, you shall not only forfeit your com-
mission, and be liable to an action for the breach of the con-
clition of your bond, but be responsible to the party grieved
for damages sustained by such malversation.

Resolved, That an Order for 20,000 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasurers in fa.vour of James Mease, Commissary, for the
use of the Pennsylvania Battalions, he to be accountable.

_,Resolved, That the pay of the Auditor of Accounts be
at the rate of 1066~ Dollars per annum.

Resolv.ed, That this Congress will, to~morrow morning,
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole. to take into
consideration the Trade of the United Coloni~s.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Thur~day, April 4, 1776.

Resolved, That the Treasurers be directed to see that
Colonel Be"&stre's bills be drawn on some of his fi'iends or
correspondents in Canada, and not upon General Carleton.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To John De Hart, for Provisions furnished by Archibald

Campbell, the sum of 17.9 Dollars.
Ordered, That the said Account be paid.

. Resolved, That an Order for 100 Dollars be drawn On
the Treasurers in favour of Mons. Le Fontaine, for his ser-
vices in Canada.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress resolved
itself into a Committee of tbe Whole, to take into conside-
ration the trade of the United Colonies; and after some time
spent thereon, the President resumed the chair, and Mr.
Barrison repurted, that the Committee had taken into con-
sideration the matter referred to them, and had come to
sundry Resolutions, which he was ordered to deliver in.

The ResoJu~ionsagreed to by the Committee of the whole
Congress, being read,

Ordered, To lie on the table.
The Committeeto whQmwere referredthe Memorial of

James J}[cKnight, and the Letter from Alexander McDo-
'l/,Q,ld,George Gillespie, and J. W. Saunders, brought in their
Report, which was read. Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Committee of Inspection and Obser-
vation of the~County of Burlington be requested to make
sale of the Sloop Sally, whereof the s,aid James McKnight
was Prize-Master, and which was lately run ashore by him
withjn the said County, together with her tackle, apparel,
a,nd furniture, and the cargo on board, at publick auction;
and after deducting the charges of securing and selling the
same, to pay one moiety of the surplus to the said James

1660
McKnight for salvage, and retain the other moiety thereof
for the owner or owners.

Resolved, That Messrs. Ale;;panderMcDonald, GeQrge
Gillespie, and J. W. Saunders,who have lately come into
the Colony of New-Jersey from the British West-India Is-
lands, where, and in Great Britai1:/, they have considerable
pro'perty remaining, be excused from entering into the Militia
of the said Colony, and from signing the Association: Pro-
vided always, That they be in all other respects subject to
the like taxes and regulations with t'he other inhabitants of
the said Colony.

The Committee appointed to consider the best ways and
means of supplyinl? the Army in Canada, brought in a fur-
ther Report; which was read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.
Resolved, That the sum of 53 Dollars be advanced Lo

Mons. St. Aulaire, to be deducted out of his pay.
Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Saturday.

Saturday, April 6, 1776.

Resolved, That the Resolution respecting the Sloop Sally,
passed on Thursday last, be reconsidered, and that it be re-
committed to the same Committee.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to sup-
ply Captain Romans with twenty-four Muskets, for the use
of his Company.

ResQlved, That the said Committee be directed to deliver
to Colonel St. Clair six pounds of Powder and four pOllnds
of Lead, for the use of the Rifle Company in his Battalion.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report
from the Committee of the Whole; and the same being
twice read, and debated by paragraphs, was agreed to, as
follows:

Resolved, That any Goods, Wares, and Merchandise, ex-
cept staves and empty casks, other than shake nor knocked
down casks for molasses, may he exported from the Thir-
teen United Colonies, by the inhabitants thereof, and by the
people of all such countries as are not subject to the King
of Great Britain, to any parts of the world which are not
under the dominion of the said King: Provided, That nO
vessel be pennitted to export any greater number of shaken
or knocked down molasses casks than the same vessel is ca--
pable of carrying when they shall be filled with molasses.

Resolved, That any Goods,Wares,andMerchandises,ex:-
cept such as are of the growth, production, or manufacture
of, or brought from any country under the dominion of the
King of Great Britain, and except East India Tea, may be
imported from any other parts of the world to the Thirteen
United Colonies, by the inhabitants thereof, and by the peo-
ple of all such countries as are not subject to the said King;
liable, however, to all such duties and impositions as now are,
or may hereafter be laid by any of the said Colonies.

Resolved, That nothinghereincontainedshall be undEr-
stood to prevent such future commercial regu

.

lations as shall
~e thouglit just and necessary by these United Colonies, or
their respective Legislatures.

Resolved, That no Slaves be imported into any of the
Thirteen United Colonies.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assemblies and.
Conventions in the several Colonies, to appoint proper of!!.
cers, at convenient places in their respective Colonies, to
take bonds, in adequate penalties, for observing the regula-
tions made by the Congress or Assemblies, or Conventions,
concerning Trade, and for securing the observatiQn of such
parts of the Association as are not inconsistent therewith;
and that the obligor shaU, within eighteen months after the
departure of the vessel, produce to such officers a certificate,
under the hands and seals of three or more reputable mer-
chants, residing at the port or place where the cargo shall
be delivered, that the same was there unladed; and take
manifests upon oath of the cargoes exported and imported,
and keep fair accounts and entl'ies thereof; give bills of
health when desired. grant registers, showing the property
of the vessels cleared out; and sign certificates that the re-
quisites for qualifying vessels to trade have. been complic)d
witll; and that the fees of the said officers be stated by the
respective Assemblies or Conventions: Provided alwa31$,
That no prosecution upOn any of the said bonds shall be
commenced hut within three years after the date thereof
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Resolved, That all Goods, Wares, and Merchandise, ex-
cept such as are made prize of, which shall be imported
directly or indirectly from Great Britain or Ireland into
any of these United Colonies, contrary to the regulations
estab!ished by Congress, shall be forfeited and disposed of,
agreeable to such rules as shall be made by the several As-
semblies Or CODventiops,and shall be liable to prosecution
and cond.emnation in any court erected, or to be erected, for
the determination.of maritime. affairs, in the Colony where.
the seizure shall be made.

Ordered, That the above be published.
Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to

bring in a resolution fQrdisposing of and using the Tea nOW
in these Colonies.

..The Members chosen, Mr. R. Morris, Mr. Jay, and Mr.
McKean.

The Committ~ of Claims rtJported, that there is due,
To Robert Erwin, Wagonmaster, for William McCarty's

and Richard Key's Teams, to Virginia with Powder, each
thirty days, and ferriages, the sum of 250.5 Dollars.

Ordered, That the same be paid.
The Committee to whom the Letters from General &huy-

ler, of the 7th and 19th, and from William PaUlding, Esq.,
Chairman of a Committee of the Convention of New- York,
of the 26th of Alarch last, were referred, brought in their
Report ;* which, being taken into consideration,

Resolved, Tlwt the Committee of Inspection and Obser-
vatiop of Albany be desired to examine, state, and settle, the
Acco\.lnts of expenses inCQrred in the taking of Ticonde-
roga and CrojJJn-foint, which shall be laid belOre them by
Geueral &huyler, aud report the same to Congress.

Resolved, That Robert Yates be appointed Secretary to
the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the Northern De-
partment, and be allowed at the rate of 250 Dollars by the
year.

Resolved, That the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in
'the Northern Department be desired to assure the Indians
that Congress will do everything in their power to procure
goods for them, and hope they shall soon accomplish it.

Resolved, That the remainder of the Report be post-
pODed.

A Letter fromGeneral Washington, of the 27th of March,
and a Letter from Brigadier-General Heath, being received,
and read,

Resolved, That the LeHcr fro!ll General Washington,
with the papers enclosed, be referred to a Committee of the
whole Congress.

Resolved, That the sum of 100,000 Dollars be sent to
New- York, for the use of the Army there in tbe service of
the United Cololl1ies.

The Committee for Prisoners brought in a Report, which
was read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

Resolved, That the Delegates of Virginia be directed to
write to their Convention, or Com!llittee, or Council of
Safety, to colleet and forward to the Treasurers of the
United CQlonies, what Gold and Silver they can procure,
and to draw on the President for the amount thereof, at the
rate of eight Dollars for half-Joes, weighing nine penny-
weights.

"'Th!) Committee to whom the Letter~ from Major-Genel1!.1 Schuyler,
elated the 7th apd 1!hh, and from William Pauldi1lg, Esq., Chairman or
the Convention of .'Ve:w-York, dated the 26th day of March last, were
~ferred, have examined the matters thereof, and come to several Resolu-
tions thereupon, which are as fdloweth, viz:

Rlsolued, 'fhat it is the opinion of this Committee that the Committee
of Inspection and Ob~ervation of .l)lbany he desired to examine, state,
and settle the accounts of expenses incurred in the taking of Ticonde-
roga an!! C"9wn-Poi"t, which shall lJe lai.:t lJefQre them by General
Schuyler, and report the same to Congress.

Resolved, That it is the opinion Qf this Committee, that Mr. Robert
Yates be appointed Secretary to the Commissioners for Indian Affairs,
in the Northern Department, and be allowed at the rate of 250 Dollars
by the year.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Com.mittee that the Contract
made the 16th day of March last, between the Committee of tllI~ Con-
vention of New- York and. Mr. J1braham Livingston, for supplying the
Troops employed for the defence of that Colony, with the rations allowed
by Congress, and with {nel and other necessaries, be con/i.rmced; but that
the. said ConventiQ!1I. be desiIed to acquaint Mr- Livingston if he will
have SQmuch Qf the C!lntractas CQncerns the supplying the Pennsylva-
nia BattaliQns serving in the said Colony, it will w for the good of the
publick.

The Committee on Applications and Qualifications hav-
ing recommended Samuel Checkley as a proper person to fill
a vacancy of an Ensign in the Third Pennsylvania Batta-
lion:

Ordered, That a Commission be granted to the said Sa-
muel Checkleyaccordingly.

.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Tuesday next.

Tuesday, April 9, 1176.

Resolved, That the sum of 200,000 Dollars 1.e sent to
New- York, for the use of the Continental forces there.

A list of Prisoners brought from Canada by Major Zed-
witz, and a Letter of the 4th, from John Nelson, Chairman
of the Committee of Brunswick, respecting Prisoners brought
to that place; also, a Letter from Coioneilla.slet, of the De-
laware Battalion, being laid before Congress, and read,

Resolved, That they be referred to the Committee on
Prisoners.

A Letter of the 5th, from Captain Brice, a prisoner at
Brunswick, was presented to Congress, and read:

.
Whereupon, Resolved, That Captain Brice be permitted

to come to Philadelphia, in order to consult a Physician,
and there wait the orders of Congress.

A Letter of the 6th of March, from Brigadier-General
Wooster, and a Letter of the Q6tb of the same month from
General Schuyl.er, were laid before Congress, and read.

The Congress proceeded to tlw election of an Auditor--
General, and the ballots being taken and examined, John
Gibson, Esq., was elected.

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the
Committee on Prisoners:

Whereupon, Resolved, That Captain Thomas Gamble be
not exchanged, there being no cartel settled.

Resolved, That Captain Duncan Campbell be permitted
to reside with his wife and family in the City of Burlington,
in New-Jerscy.

Resolved, That the Committee on Prisoners be directed
to write to Genera] Schuyler, and take his opinion whether
Allan McDonald, and the other hostages takeu in Tryon
County, may, consistent with the publick safety, be permit:--
ted to return to their respective homes on their parole.

Resolved, That a list of the Prisoners of War in each
Colony be made out and transmitted to the House of As-
sembly, Convention, Councilor Committee of Safety of
such Colonies respectively, and that they be authorized and
requested to cause a strict observance of the terms on which
such Prisoners have been enlarged, and also to take especial
care th.at none of those confined by order of the Congress
be suffered to escape; and also, that the allowance to each
Prisoner be punctually paid by the President of the Con-
vention, or of the Councilor Committee of Safety of the
Colony in which he resides; and where there are no Con-
ventions, by the Speakers of Assembly, which said Presi-
dents or Speakers <Irehereby authorized, from time to time,
to draw for the sums advanced in pursuance of this resolu-
tion, upon the President of the Congress.

Resolved, That the paragraph respecting Kirkland be
postponed.

Resolved, That Brigadier-General PrescQtt, upon sub-
scribing the parole ordered, be en]arged from his present
confinement.

Tbe Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To Lewis Nicola, for repairs done at the Old Jail in this

City, fitted up for the reception of Troops, the sum of 226
Dollars ;

To Joseph Page, for his service in attending the Powder-
wagons to Virginia, the sum of 55 Dollars, and that the
same ought to be paid to Benjamin Harrison, Esq. ;

To Jacob Garrigues, for transcribing MiDutes, Letters~
&c., for Congress, the sum of 48.~ Dollars ;

To John Bruce, for four hundred and two tin Cartouch-
boxes, the sum of 174.2 Dollars;

To John Armer and Samuel Allen, for bringing Bag!Tage,
&c., belonging to Messrs. Dulhunt and GamiZZi,from New-
York to Philadelphia, the sum of 21 Dollars, and that the
same ought to be paid to Samuel Allen;

To sundry persons, for Horse-hire, Provisions, &c., in
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New-Yor7. Government, the sum of 12.5 DoJIars, and that
the same ought to be paia to John Alsop, Esq. ;

To Clement Biddle, for Provisions, &:c., for the Seventh
and Twenty-Sixth Regiments of British Troops, who are
Prisoners, the sum of 294 Dollars, and for Wampllm for the
Southern Department, the slim of 59 Dollars;

To Ludwick Kuhn, for boarding part of Captain Ro-
mans's COinpany of Matrosses, the slim of 59.8 Dollars;

To rVilliam Shepherd, for two Horses sold by him to
General Lee, and for sllndry articles of Geers, the slim of
175.7 Dollars;

To ]}latthias Slough, for Provisions for the Seventh and
Twenty-Sixth Regiments of British Troops, from the 26th

. of February to the 21st March, the slim of 193.3 Dollars.
Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid.
Lord Stirling having, agreeable to the order of Congress

of the 19th of March last, appointed persons to value the
Boat of lJ'fichaelKearney, Jun., and transmitted to Congress
the valuation by them made, amounting to 725 Dollars:

Ordered, That the same be paid to the said Michael
Kearney.

The several matters to this day referred, lie postponed.
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Wednesday, April 10, 1776.

Two Letters of the 1st fi'om General Wasltington, were
laid before Congress, and read; also, a Letter of tbe 8th from
John Connolly.

Resolved, That the Letters from General Washington be
referred to a Committee of the Whole Congress.

The Committee to whom the Report on lndian Aff..'lirsin
the Middle "pepartment, and the Petition of Captain White-
Eyes, were referred, brought in their Report, which was taken
into consideration:

Whereupon, Resolved, That the Commissioners for In-
dian Affairs in the Middle Department, or anyone of them,
be desired to employ, for reasonable salaries, a Minister of
the Gospel, to reside among the Delaware Indians, and in-
struct them in the Christian religion; a Schoolmaster to
teach their YQuth Reading, Writing, and Arithmetick; also
a Blacksmith, to do the work of the Indians, in the .Middle
Department.

Resolved, That the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in
the Middle Department be desired to provide, at the ex-
pense of the United Colonies, for the entertainment of the
Sachems and Warriors of the Indians, and their attendants
and Messengers, with the accustomed hospitality, when they
come to Pittsburgh, to treat, or give intelligence of publick
affairs, or upon a visit.

Resolved, That the Commissioners for Indian Affairs be
desired to acquaint the lndians in their respective Depart-
ments, that Congress have formed a plan for importing
goods to supply their necessities.

That the Commissioners for Indian Affairs be desired to
inquire into and report the cause of the discontent of the
Indians in the Middle Department, what measures may be
pursued to restore quiet and harmony, and to use their ut-
most endeavours, in the mean time, to prevent hostilities.

Resolved, That although the prosperity of Dartmouth
College, in the Colony of New-Hampshire, is a desirable
object, it is neither seasonable nor prudent to contribute to-
wards its relief or support out of the publick Treasury.

Resolved, That so soon as conveniently may be, a Treaty
he held between the Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the
Middle Department and the Nations of Indians to the West-
ward; and that the said Commissioners be desired to appoint
the time and place of meetin~ for that purpose, and give the
Indians information thereof.

Resolved, That it be referred to Captain George Morgan,
../Eneas Mackay, Esq., and Captain John Neville, to adjust
and determine all matters of difference between Coquata-
ginta, or Captain White-Eyes, and Messrs. Bernard Gratz
and Michael Gratz; and that the arbitrators, in case either
of the parties to whom it is recommended to submit to their
award shall refuse to abide thereby, report the reasons of
such refusal, with a state of the case, and any other matters
they shall think fit, to Congress.

That disputes which shall arise between any of the white
people and the Indians in their deelings (if the latter will

consent) be determin.ed by arbitrators, chosen, one by each
of the parties, and another by the Commissioners for Indian
Affairs, or, when they are absent, by the Agent in the D,;-
partment where the Indian party resides.

Resolved, That that part of the Report relative to Fort
Detroit be postponed.

The Congress then proceeded to the choice of an Agent
for Indian Affairs in the Middle Department; and the ballots
being taken and examined, George "Morgan, Esquire, was
elected.

Resolved, That the sum of 300 Dollars be presented to
Captain White-Eyes.

Resolved, That George :Morgan, Esquire, the Agent £)1'
Indian Affairs in the Middle Department, be empowered to
purchase for Captain White-Eyes two Horses with two
Saddles and Bridles, and that the Treasurers be directed Ita
pay to the said George "Morgan a sum not exceeding 100
Dollars for defraying the expenses thereof.

Resolved, That the following Speech be delivered to Cap-
tain White-Eyes to-morrow morning:

,
"BROTHER CAPTAIN "r HITE-EvES :

"
We have not been unmindful of our promise made ItO

you and your nation, the 16th of December. We now thank
you for your speech to llS the 2d of last month.

"BROTHERS, THE DELAWARES:
"At the Council-fire, at P.ittsburgh", last fall, and since by

our brother Captain White-Eyes, who hath been all the win-
ter with llS, you requested our assistance to promote peace
and useful knowledge among YOll,particularly the knowledge
of the Christian religion. We rejoice, brothers, to find you
thus disposed, and will, as early as we can, provide a suit-
able minister and schoolmaster, and a sober man to instruct
you in agriculture: These things we agree to do, brothers,
at your request, and to convince you that we wish to advance
your happiness, and that there may be a lasting union be-
tween us, and that, as you express it, we may become one'
people. The introduction of useful arts among you will be
effected, we apprehend, by encouraging handicraft-men to
settle and reside in your country. The method of doing
this must be left to your own discretion.

" BROTHERS:

"
We desire you will make it known among all the Indian

nations to the westward, that we are determined to cultivar.e
peace and friendship with them, and that we will endeavour,
by making the best regulations in our power, to prevent any
of our people wronging them in any manner, or taking their
lands; and that we will strive to put the trade between us
on such a footing as will secure the peace, and promote the
interest of all parties; and we expect that all the wise men,
of every Indian nation, will use their influence for the same
purpose.

"
BROTHERS:
"\Ve have named George Morgan, Esq., as Agent under

our Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the Middle Depart-
ment, and we desire you will confer with him on whatever
business you may have with us. We hope you will inform ~

him of all publick matters. We recommend hiin to YO/.lr
friendship.

.

"
BROTHERS:

"
You tell us that your llncles, our brothers, the Wyandots,

have given your nation a large tract of country, comprehend-
ed between the River Ohio on the south, the west branch of
the Ri vel' ltluskingham and Sandusky on the west, Lake Erie
on the north, and Presque-Isle on the east.

"
BROTHERS:

"
Hearken to our advice. As we are informed that your

uncles, our brothers, the Six Nations, claim most of those
lands, we recommend it to you to obtain their approbation
of this grant to you from the Wyandots, in publick council,
and have it put on record. Such a step will prevent unea-
siness and jealousy on their part, and continue the confidence
and friendship which subsists between you and them. We
wish to promote the lasting peace and happiness of all our
brotbers, the Indian nations, who live with us on this great
Island. As far as your settlement and security may depend
upon us, you may be assured of our protection. We shall
take all the care in our power, that no interruption or di,-
turbance be given you by our people, nor shall any of them
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be suffered, by force or fi'aud, to deprive you of any of your
lands, or to settle them without a fair purchase from you, and
your free consent. If, contrary to our intention, any injury
should be offered to you by any of our people, inform us of
it, and we shaH always be ready to procure you satisfaction
and redress.

"BROTHER CAPTAIN 'VIIITE-EvES:
"We desire you will inform your nation, your uncles the

Six Nations, and Wyandots, your grandchildren the Shawa-
np-se, and all the other nations, what you have seen and heard
among us, and exhort them to keep fast hold of the covenant-
chain of friendship, which we have so lately repaired and
strengthened. As you are now about to depart, we present
you with some money to buy clothes and necessaries, and
pay your expenses, and we wish you a good journey, and
bid you farewell."

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Thursday, April 11, 1776.

A Letter of the 7th, from General Putnam, at New- York,
with sundry papers enclosed, was presented to Congress, and
read.

Resolved, That an Order for 10,000 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasurers, in favour of Carpenter T¥harton,Commissary,
for the use of the Pennsylvania Battalions, he to be account-
able.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To Lieutenant-Colonel Zedwitz, for expenses in curing

a wound received by him in falling from the walls of Que-
beck, and his expenses from thence to PhilaMlphia, the sum
of 255.6 Dollars;

To John Hales, for Carriage-hire, &c., for the Commis-
sioners going to Canada, the sum of 223 Dollars;

To Oliver Wolcott, Esq., for his expenses in attending a
treaty with the Six Nations, at Albany, the sum of 60 Dol-
lars;

To Doctor Jonathan Potts, for attending the Prisoners at
Reading, the sum of 76.6 Dollars; and for Medicines, &c.,
provided for the Troops in the Middle Department, the sum
of 134.6 Dollars, amounting, together, to the sum of 211.2
Dollars.

To the followingpersons for Boarding, &c., General Lee's
Guard, viz:

To Richard Jacobs, the sum of 6.4 Dollars.
To William Staddleman, the sum of 7.4 Dollars.
To William l1'lcDowell, the sum of 3.4 Dollars.
To Lawrence Fegan, the sum of 8.4 Dollars.
To Jacob Wynkoop, the sum of 13.6 Dollars.
To Michael Galla[Jer, the sum of 1.8 Dollars.
To John Kt~rlin, the sum of 8.6 DoHars. -
To Clwrles Stultz, the sum of 3.7 Dollars.
To Captain Long, for so much advanced by him to Cap-

tain John Nelson, of one of the Rifle Companies, the sum
of 10.7 Dollars.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Resolved, That the Committee of Claims allow, for the.

support of the hostages sent by General Schuyler from Tryon
County, the SLllllof two Dollars per week.

Resolved, That two new Members be added to the Can-
non Committee, in the room of two who are absent.

The Members chosen, Mr. Clinton and Mr. Whipple.
Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to supply

the Delegates of ~Marylandwith one ton of Powder, for the
use of the inhabitants of the Eastern-Shore, in that Colony.

Resolved, That the Commi~tee of Safety of Pennsylva-
nia be requested to provide proper Barracks or Quarters for
such of the Continental Troops as may be, from time to time,
in the City of Philadelphia. .

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer at J.Vew-York
be directed to discharge the Militia of New-Jersey who are
in the pay of the Continent.

That the Commanding Officer at New- York be directed
to discharge the whole, or such parts of the Militia of New-
York and Connecticut, now in the pay of the Continent, as
the publick service will permit.

A Petition fi:omEliphalet Dyer and William fVilliams, in
behalf of the Colony of Connecticut, was presented to Con-
gress, and read, setting forth, that the Colony has advanced _
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large ;ums of money for the service of the Continent over
. and above what have been paid them; that though they
used their utmost diligence, they have not yet been able to
prepare a full state of their accounts to lay before Congress;
and as their Treasury is exhausted, and the Colony and the
publick interest in danger of suffering for want of supplies,
praying that the Congress would advance to the Colony the
sum of fifty thousand Pounds, Jawful money, in part of their
advances.

Resolved, That the sum of 166,6661 Dollal's be ad-
vanced t9 the Colony of Connecticut, on account of their
advances for the service of the Continent, the said Colony
to be accountable.

Captain Wkite-Eyes being called in, the speech was deli-
vered to him, and the money paid. .

Resolved, That the sum of fifty Dollars be paid to Isaac
Stille, the Interpreter.

.

Resolved, That it be. recommended to the Conventions
and Committees or Councils of Safety of 17irginia and
North-Carolina, to provide forOthe maintenance and secu-
rity of such of the enemy as are made Prisoners in their
Colonies, agreeable to the regulations of Congress for the
support of Prisoners; and that the expense thereof shall be
defrayed by the Continent.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
inquire into the truth of the report respecting Governour

- Tryon's exacting an Oath from persons going by the Packet,
,

and to ascertain the fact by affidavits taken before a Chief
Justice, or other Chief Magistrate.

The Members chosen, MI'. Jay, Mr. Wythe, and Mr.
Wilson.

Resolved, That the sum of thirty Dollars b~ advanced to
John Harkness, 'a wounded soldier, who was discharged at
Cambridge without any pay.

Information being given that Mr. Jlewes, a prisoner, has
been defrauded of a large quantity of Goods,

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to in-
quire into the truth of this matter, and report to Congress.

The Members chosen, Mr. McKean, Mr. Huntington,
and Mr. Duane.

The Committee to whom the Petition of John Secord was
referred, brought in their Report, which was read.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several Assem-
blies, Conventions, a'nd Committees or Councils of Safety of
the United Colonies, to use their best endeavours in com-
municating to foreign Nations the Resolutions of Cono-ress
relative to Trade.

t)

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.
,.

Friday, April] 2, 1776.

A Letter of the 21st March, £i'omW. H. Drayton,* Pre-
sident of the Con vention of Soutk- Carolina, with a copy of

.SOUTH-CAROLIN A, CHARLESTOWN, Jlfm'ch 21, 1776.

SIR: By order of the [Provincial) Congress I have the honour to
transmit, through your hands, to the honourable the Continental Con-
gress, the enclosed copy of an act of Parliament, which received the Royal
assent on the 21st of December last.

A packet just arrived at Georgia brought out this act, purportin" a
declaration of war against the United Colonies; and as it is probable the
communication between England and the Northern Colonies may be so
far obstructed that a copy of the act may not speedily reach PhiladelJJhia
by a northern channel, and as it is of the highest importance that the
Continental Congress should be possessed of one, we have thought pro-
per to transmit to you oy express the only printed copy we have.

The act being laid before the [Provincia]) Congress, they so much re-
sented the contents of it, that a JVest- Indiaman, which had put in here
to refit, loaded with sugars, and being on the point of sailin" for London
was immediately seized and brought back to the town j and it is ordered
that her cargo be sold, and the money arising from the sale, be placed in
the Treas~ry. Indeed, the Congress were disposed to have proceeded, and
they certamly would have proceeded to pass a resolution to make prize
of all the ves.els belonging to Great Britain, but they wonld not antici-
pate the determination of the .qmerican Congress upon that important
subject.

I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient and most humble ser-
vant, WILLUJ\l.H. DR.l.YTO~, President.

To the Honourable John Hancock, Esquire, President of the Continen-
tal Congress.

Jln .!lct to prohibit all Tmde and Intercourse with the Colonies of N EW-
HA~IPSHIRE, 1\fASSACHUSETTS-BAY, RHODE-IsLAND, CONKECTICUT,

NEW-Y ORK, New-JERSEY, PEN"SYLVANa, the three lower Counties on
DELAWARE, l\1ARYLAND, VIRGI"IA, NORTH-CAROLINA, SOUTII-CARO~
LINA, and GEORGIA, dw-ing the continuance of the present rebellion within
the said Coloniesrespectively; for repealingallJlct made in thcjourteenth
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the Act of Parliament prohibiting all Trade and Commerce
with the American Colonies; also,

A Letter of the 10th instant, from Colonel John Raslet,
ene10sina an account of the engagement between the de~
tachment of the Delaware Battalion at Lewis, and a Ten~
der of the Roebuck; also, informing that another Company
is wanted at Lewistown, and that he has ordered one. to
march thither, were laid before Congress, and read.

Resolved, That the conduct of Colonel Raslet, in order-
ing another Company to Lewistvum, be approved.

year of the reign of his present .Majesty, to discontinue the landfng and dis-
charging, fading or shipping, of Goods, Wares, and .Merchandise, at the
T01cn and ,cithin the Harbour of BOSTON, in the Province ofMASsAcHu-
sETTs-B.n; and also two .I1cts,made in the last session of Parliament, for
,'estraining the trade and commCl'ce of the Colonies in the said .I1cts respcc-
tively mentioned; and to enable any pe,'son orpersons, appointed and autho-
,ized by his .Majesty, to gmnt pardons, to issue Proclamations in the cases
un,l for the purpose the,'ein-metltioned.

Whereas many persons in the Colonies of Ne.v-Hampshire, ~Was-
sachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, ,h'ew- YOI-k, New-Jersey,
Pennsylvania, the three lower Counties on Delaware, .Waryland, Vir-
ginia, Nurth- Carulina, South. C~rulina, and Geurgia, have set themselves
in open rebellion and defiance to' the just and legal authority of the King
and Parliament of Great Britain, to which they ever have been, and of
Tight ought to be, subject j and have assembled together an armed force,
engaged his Majesty's troops, and attacked his forts, have usurped the
powers of Government, and prohibited all trade and commerCe with this
kingdom, and the other parts of his Majesty's dominions; for the more
speedily and effectually suppressing such wicked and daring designs, and
for preventing any aid, supply, or assistance, being sent thither during
the continuance of the said rehe.1lious and treasouahle cpmmotions, be it
therefore declared and enacted by the King's most excellent Majesty, by .
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
and <Jommons, in this present Parliament assembled, nnd by the auth\>-
rity'of the same, That all manner of trade and commerce is and shall be
prohibited with the Colonies of Ne-w-J/amJJshire, Jlfassachusdts-Bay,
Rhude-Island, Connecticut, ""'e-w-Yul'~-, ""'e-w-J,,'sey, PennsyZ"ania, the
three lower Counties on Dela.vare, Jlfaryland, Virginia, ""'ol,th-Caru-
lina, South- Carolina, aud Georgia; and that all snips and vessels of Of
belonging to-the inhabitants of the said Colonies, together with their car-
goes, apparel, and furniture, and all other ships '"md vessels whatsoever,
together with their cargoes, apparel, and furniture, which shaH be found
tradiug in any port or place of the said Colonies, or going to trade, or
coming from trading, in any such port or place, shall become forfeite~ to
his Majesty. as if the same were the ship~ and effects of open enemIes,
and shall be so adjudged, deemed, and tflken, in all Courts of Admiralty,
and in all other Courts whatsoever.

II. P,'uvided al.cays, and it is hereby further enBcted and declared
by the authurity afuresaid, That nothing in this act shall extend, or be
construed to extend, to such ships and vessels as shall be actually retain-
ed or employed in his Majesty's service, or to such ships and vessels as
shall be laden with provisions for the use of his Majesty's fleets, armies,
or garrisons, or for the use of the inhabitants of any town or p]ace gar-
risoned or possessed by any of his Majesty's troops, provided the masters
of such ships and vessels respectively shall produce a license ill writing,
under the hand and seal of the Lord High Admiral of Great Britain for
the time being, or of three or mDTe Commissioners for the time being for
executing the office of Lord High Admiral of Great Jlritain, or of the
commanders of his Majesty's Fleets or Armies, or of the Governour,
Lieutenant-Governour, or Commander-in-Chief of any of his Majesty's
Colonies or Provinces not herein-before mentioned, specifying the voyage
in which such ship or ve,sel shall be employed, and expressing the time
for which such license sha]] subsist and be in force. and also expressing
the quantity and species of the said stores and provisions on boaTd; and
if any goods, wares, or merchandises, other than stores and provisions for
his Majesty's use, or provisions for the use of the inhabitants of any town
or place garrisoned and possessed by his Majesty's trc>ops, sha]] be found
on board such ships or vessels, (the necessary stores for the ship's use, and
the baggage of the passengers, onl)' excepted,) in any or either of those
cases, the said goods, wares, and merchandises sha]] be forfeited, and sha]]
and may be seized and prosecuted in the manner herein-after directed.

III. And, for the encouragement of the officers and seamen of his Ma-
jesty's ships of war, Be it further enacted, That the flag officers, captains,
commanders, and other commissioned officers in his Majesty's pay, and
also the seamen, maTines, and soldiers on board, sha]] have the sole inte.
rest and property of, and in all and every such ship, vessel, goods, and
merchandise, which they shall seize and take, (being first adjudged law-
ful prize in any of his Majesty's Courts of Admiralty,) tu be divided in
such proportions, and after sueh manner, as his Majesty sha]] think fit to
order and direct by proc]amation or proclamation's hereafter to be issued
for those purposes.

IV. .Ilnd be it further enacted by the authurity afol'esaid, That it
sha]] and may be lawful to and for the said flag officers, captains, and
eommanders, respectively, to cause to be taken, or put on board any of his
Majesty's ships or vessels of war, or on board any other ships or vessels,
all and every the masters, crews, and other persons who shall be found
on board such ship and ships as shall be seized and taken as prize 'as
aforesaid; and, also, to enter the names of such of the said mariners and

. crews, ul"0n the book or books of his Majesty's said ships or vessels, as
they, the said ffag officers, captains, and commanders, shall respectively
think fit; from the time and times of which said entries respectively, the
said mariners and crews shall be considered, and they are hereby declar-
ed to belong to, and to be as much in the service of his Majesty, to all
intents and purposes, as if the said mariners and crews had entered them-
selves voluntarily to serve on board his Majesty's said ships and vessel.
respectively i and also that it shall and may be lllwful to and for the said
flag officers, captains, and commanders respectively, to detaia, or cause to
be detained aud kept, the masters and other persons, and also such others of
the mariners and crews of the said prize ships as shall not be entered upon
the books of his Majesty's ships or vessels of war a~ aforesaid, in and 011

The Committee on Qualifications having recommended
James IIunter as a fit person to fill the oldest vacancy of
Second Lieutenant, and Joel Westcoat as a suitable person
to fill the second oldest vacancy of Second Lieutenant in tbe
Third Pennsylvania Batta]ion,

Resolved, Tbat Commissions be granted to them accord-
ingly.

The Congress took into consideration the Report of
the Committee on the means of supplying the Troops in
Canada.
board any ship or ships, vessel or vessels whatsoever, until the arrival of
such last-mentioned ships OTvessels in some port in G,'eat .1Jl'itain or
Ir'eland, or in any port of .Ilmerica not in rebellion; and upon the arri-
val of those .hips or vessels in any such port, the commanders thereof are
herehy respectively amhorhed and required immediately to set the sai<l
last-mentioned mariners and crews, and also the said masters and other
persons, at liberty on .hore there.

V. A nd, for the more speedy proceeding to condemnation or other
determination of any prize, ship, or vessel, goods, or merchandises, to be
taken as aforesaid, and for lessening the expenses that have been usual in
the like eases, Be it further enacted by the authority afu. csaid, That the
J u(lge or Judges of such Court of Admiralty, or other person or persons
ther('to authorized, shall, within the space of five days after reque.t to
him or them for that purpose made, finish the usual preparatory exami-
nations of the persons commonly examined ill such cases, in order to
prove the capture to be lawful prize, or to inquire whether the same be
lawful prize or not; and that the proper monition usual in such cases
shali be issued by the person or persons proper \0 issue the same and
shall be executed in, th~ usual manner by the person Or persons pro~er to
e;xecute the same, wlthm the space of thTee days after request in that be-
half made; and in ca~e no claim of such capture, ship, vessel, or goods,
s~a.1I be duly entered or, made in the usual f?rm, and attested upon oalh,
g1Vmg twenty days notlee after the executIOn of such monition. or if
there be such claim, and the claimant or claimants sball not withi'n five
days give suffident security (to be approved of by such Court of Ad-
miralty) to pay double costs to the captor or captors of such ship, vessel,
or goods, in case the same so daimed shall be adjudged lawful prize, that
tben the Judge or Judges of such Court of Admiralty shall (upon pro.
>lucing to him or them the said examinations or copies thereof, and upon
producing to him or them, upon oath, all papers and writings which shall
have been found taken in or with such capture, or upon oath made that
no such papers or writings were found) immediately, and without further
delay, ~roceed to sentence, either to discharge and acquit such capture,
or to adjudge and condemn the same as lawful pTize, according as the
cas~ shall appear to him or them upon perusal of such preparatory exami-
nations, and also of the other last-mentioned papers and writings found
taken in or with such capture, if any such papers or writings shall be
found; and in case such claim shall be duly entered or made, and secu-
rity given thereupon according to the tenour and true meaning of this act,
and there shall appear no occasion to examine any witnesses other than
what shall be then near to sueh Court of Admiralty, that then such Judge
or Judges shall forthwith cause such witnesses to he examined within the
space of ten days after such claim made and security given, and proceed
to s~ch sentenc~, a. aforesai~, touching such c~pture; but in case, upon
maklllg or entermg soch claIm, and the allegatIOn and oath thereupon or
the producing such papers or writings as shall have been found or taken
in or with such caplure, or, upon the said preparatory examinations, it
shall appear doubtful to the J udge ~r Judges of sllch Court of Admiralty
whether suc? capture be lawful pnze or not, and it shall appear neces-
sary, aceordmg to the circumstances of the case, for the clearing and de-
termining such doubt, to have an examination, upon pleadings given in
by the parties and admitted by the Judge, of witnesses that are remote
frum such Court of Admiralty, and such examination shall be desired
and that it be still insisted on, on behalf of the captors, that the said
capture is lawful prize, and the contrary be still persisted in on the
claimants behalf, that then the said Judge or Judges shall forthwith
c,ause such c~pture to be a~praised by persons to be named by the paT-
tieS and appomted by the Court, and sworn truly to appraise the same
according to the best of their skill and knowledge; for which purpose the
said Judge or Judges shall cause the goods found on board to be unladen
and, an inventory thereof being first taken by the Marshal of the Admi~
ralty, or his deputy, shall cause all such parts of the goods and merchan-
dise as are peri,shable commodities to be sold by publick sale, for the clear
amount of whleh only the captors shall be answerable to the claimants
and the remainder of the.m to be put into proper warchouses, with sepa~
rate I~eks, of the Collector and Comptroller of the Customs, and, where
there IS no Comptroller, of the Naval Officer and the agents or persons
employed by the captors anq claimants, at the charge of the party orpar-
ties ~esiring the same j and shall, after such appraisement made, and
wlthm tl)e space of fourteen days after the making of such claim, pro-
ceed to take good and sufficient security from the claimants to pay the
captors the full value thereof, according to such appraisement, in case the
same shall be adjudged lawful prize; and shall also proceed to take good
and sufficient security from the captors to pay such costs as the Court
shall think proper, in case such ship shall not be condemned as lawful
prize, and, after ~uch securities duly given, the said Judge or Judges shall
make an interlocutory order for releasing or delivering the same to such
claimant or claimants, or his or their agenis, and the same shall be ac-
tually released or delivered accordingly.

VI. .Ilnd it i8 hereby further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
if any claimant or claimants shall refuse to give such security, the Judge
or Judges shall cause the captor or captors in like manner to give good
and sufficient security to pay the said claimant or claimant.q the full value
thereof according to the appraiiiement, in case any such capture OTcap-
tures shall be adj udge.! not to he lawful prize; and the said Judge or J u.!ges
shall thereupon proceed to make an interlocutory order for tbe releasing
and delivering the same to the said captor or captors, or their agents.

VII, .Ilnd be it further enacted by the authurity afuresaid, That all
books, papers, and writings, found in any ship or vessel taken as prize,
sha.1l, without delay, upon the oath of tbe captor, be brought into the
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ResQlved) That the Treasurers be directed to pay Mr.
Price the sPm of 16,000 DQ1lars,in specie, in part of the
sum ordered to be advanced to him and Mr. Haywood.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report
be postponed, and that the Committee who brought in the
Report be directed tQ illfQrmMr. Price of the Resolution
pa5sed.

Congress proceeded to the election of a Chief Engineer,
in the Continelltal Mmy in Cqnada. The ba1lol$ being
taken and examined, Major Elias Wrixon was elected.

Resolved) That Mr. Wrixon have the rank of Colonel in
the Contint)lltal Army.

A Petition from Colonel James Easton was presented to
Congress,and read: .

Resolved, That it be referred to a Committee of three.
The Members chosen) Mr. Braxton, Mr. Duane, and

Mr. Alexqnder.
.

Resolved, That the Assemblies, Conventions, and Com-
mittees or Councils of Safety of the Colonies respectively,
in which Prisoners are or sha1l choose, 01' be appointed to

registry of the Court of Admiralty wherein such ship or vessel may be party or po\rties appellate shan give si:dficient security, to be approved of
proceeded against in order to condemnation; but that such only of the by the Court in which such sentence shall be given, to restore the ship,
said books, papem, and writings, shall be made use of and translated, as vessel, goods, or effects, concerning which such sentence shan be pro-
shall be agreed or insisted upon by the proctors of the several parties, nounced, or the full value thereof, to the appellant or appellllnts, in case
captors or claimants, or, in case of no claim, by the captor or register, to the sentence so appealed froI;l1shall be reversed.
be necessary for ascertaining the property of such ship or vessel, and the XV. .Ilnd be it fll1.thcr enacted by the authority afore8aid, That in
cargo thereof, amI the destination of the voyage. case any person who was not a party in the first instance of the cause,

VIII. .Ilnd be it fw,thel' enacted by the authority afore8aid, That all shall interpose in an appeal from a sentence given in any Vice-Admiralty
such captures as aforesaid, which shall be brought into any of his Ma- Court, such person, or his or her agent, shall at the same time enter his
jesty's dominions in .Ilmerica, in order to be proceeded against to COTI- or her claim, otherwise such appeal shall be nun and void.
demnation in any of his Vice-Admiralty Courts, shall, without breaking XVI. .Ilnd be it fur'ther enacted by the a'ilthority afore8aid, That if
bulk, stay there, and be under the joint care and custody of the CoHector aTIYcomI;l1ander or commanders, officer or officers, seamen, marines, sol-
and Comptroller of the Customs, or, where there is no Comptroller, of the diers, or others, shall break ~ulk on boart!, or embezzle any of the money,
Naval OJlicers of the port or place where the same shall be brought, and jewels, plllte, goot!s, mercl1indise, tackle, furniture, or apparel, of or be-
all the captors thereof, and their agents, subject to the directiol)s of the longing to such prize or prizes so taken, such commander, officer, seaman,
Court of Vice-Admiralty, until either the same shall, by fmal sentence, I;I1arine, solt!ier, or others, shall forfeit treble the value of all such money,
have been either cleared and discharged, or adjudged and condemned. liS jewels, plate, goods, merchandise, tackle, furniture, or apparel, as he or
lawful prize, or that such interlocutory order liS aforesaid shall have been. they shall embezzle; one-third part thereof to be to the use of Green-
made for the releRsing or delivering of the same unto such person or per- wich Hospital, ant} the other two-third parts thereof to him or them who
eons, and to be so divided and disposed of, as his Majesty, his heirs and shill! sue for th.e same, by action of debt, bilI, plaint, or information, in
successors, shall, by proclamation or proclamations here.after to be issued a.ny court of record in Great B,'itain, in which no essoin, protection, or
(or those purposes, order and direct. . wager of law, o~ more than one'imparlance, shllll be IIlIowed.

IX. PrQvided always, and it is herehy fm-ther enacted by the autl/O- XVII. .Ilnd be it fw.the,- enacted by the authority aforesaid, That all
'City afore8aid, That no captures which shall be taken by virtue of this appraisements and sales of any ship or ships, goods; wares, or merchan-
a.ct shall be carried into any of the Colonies or Plantations in .Ilmel'ica discs, as shall be taken liS prizes, shall be made by agents, or perSOns
herein-before particularly mentioned, during and so long time as such Co- nominated and appointed in equal numbers by the flag officers or flag
lonies or Plantations respectively shllll continue in a state of rebcllion. officer, captains or captain, officers or offlcer, ship's companies or ship's

X. .dnd be it Im.ther enacted by th~ autho1-ity afm-e8aid, That if any company, and others entitled thereunto; (that is to say,) that if the flag
Judge or Judges, or Qther officer or officers, in any of his Majesty's Co- officers or Bag ot1icer of any Beet Qr squadron of ships as shall take any
lonies or dominion.s abroad, to whom respectively it shall appertain, shall such prize or prizes, or the majority of such Bag officers (if morc than
delay the doing, performing, making, or pronouncing any of the several one) shall nominate and appoint one or ill6re person or persons, agent or
proceedings, I;I1atters, or things, for, towards, or relating to, condemning or agents, to sell or appraise the same as aforesaid, then the captains and
discharging, releasing, or delivering, of any such capture in manner afore- commanders, or captain or commander, entitled thereunto, or the majority
said, within the respective times herein-before limited, or as soon as the. Qf them, (if more than one,) shall nominate and appoint the like number
same ought to be done, according to the ten our and true meaning of this of persons or agents to act for them; and all the othe.r officers under the
act, all and every such Judge ant! Judges, and other officer aTId officers, degree of a captain and commander entitled thereto, or the major part Qf
shall, for every such Qffence, forfeit the sum of five hundred pounds; them, shaH also nominate ;md IIPPQint the like number of persons or
Qne moiety thereof to his Majesty, his heirs and successors, and the other agents to IIct for them; and all the crews of the several ships' companies
moiety thereof, with full costs of suit, to such person or persons who shall Qf the Beet or squadron, or ship's company, and others entitled thereto,
inform or sue for the same, in any of his Majesty's Courts in any of his or the major part of them, shalllikewisc nominate aTId appoint the same
Colonies or dominioI1s wherein such offence shall be committed. number of persons or agents to act in their behalf in such appraisement

XI. .Ilnd be it fw.ther enacted by the authority afore8aid, Tha' nQ Qr sllle.

Register or Deputy Register, nor any Marshal or Deputy Marsha], of or XVIII. .Ilnd be it further enacted by the authority afore8aid, That
belonging to any of his Majesty's COI)rts of Admiralty or Vice-Admiralty aH and every person or persons who shall be nominated and appointed
whatsoever, shall either dirtctly or indirectly, by himself or themselves, agent or agents as aforesaid, for any prize or prizes to be taken BY any
or by any' agent ')T agents, or other person or persons whatsoever, act or ship or ships, vcssel or vessels of war, and which prize or prizes shall be
be concerned in any manner, either as an advocate or proctor, in any condemned in the lligh Court of Admiralty in Great Britain, or in any
cause, matter, or business whatsoever, that shall be depending in any such of the Courts of Vice-Admiralty in any of his Majesty's dominions
Court or Courts of Admiralty, to wbich such Register, Deputy Register, where the said prize or prizes, and every of them, shall be condemned, shan
Marshal, or Deputy Marshal, shall then belong; and that every Register, exhibit IInd cau.se to be registered in the said High Court of Ajmiralty,
Deputy Register, Marshal, or Deputy Marshal, who shall be guilty of such or in the respective Courts of Vice-Admiralty in any of his Majesty's
Qflcnce, (being thereof lawfully convicted, either upon an information or dominions where the sllid prize and prizes, and every of them, shall be
indictment,) shall from thenceforth absolutely forfeit his respective office condemned, his or their respective letter or letters of attorney, appointing
and employment of Register, Deputy Register, Marshal, Qr Deputy Mar- him or them agent or agents for the purposes aforesllid; '.ind if any por-
shal, in and belonging to the same Cpurt.' son or persons so appointed agent or agents as aforesaid, shall refuse or

XII. .Ilnd be it fw,ther t:nacted by the alitho/-ity aforesaid, Thllt there neglect so to do, for the space of sb: cale(1dar months next aftfr sentence
ehall not be pllid unto or among all the Judges and officers of any Court of condemnation of any prize shall be given in the said High Court of
of Vice-AdI;l1iralty in any of his Majesty's domiTIions, for, towards, or Admiralty in Great Britain, or in any Vice-Admiralty Court iTI his MII-
relating to, the adjudging or condemning Qf such capture as aforesaid, as jesty's dominions for the care and distrib\ltion of which he or' they shall
lawful prize, above the sum of ten pOUTIds, in case such prize-ship or be appointed agent or agonts, such person or persons so refusing or ne-
vessel be under the burtheTI of one hqndred tons, nor I\bove the sum of glecting, shall forfeit the sum' of five hundred pounds, to be recQvered by
fifteen pounds, in case the same be of that or aTIYgreater burthen; and him or them who shall SUe for thtJ same, by action of debt, bill, plaint, or
that, upon payment of either of the sllid respective sums, as the case shall information, in any cOPrt of record in areat Britain, or in any otller of
require, to the said ~udge or J uilges, or any of them, to be by hiI;l1 or them his Majesty's dominions, in which no essoiTI, protection, or wager of law,
disposed or divit!ed, as he or they shall think fit, among the officers of or more than Qne imparlance, shall be allowed.
euch Court, such Judges and officers, and every of them, shall be liable to XIX. Provid~d alwaY8, That if any agent or agents shall be appoint-
all and every of the several penalties hereby imposed for neglecting or ed after the time any sentence of con(~elnnation in any of the said Courts
delaying to do and perforI;l1 their several a(1d respective duties or offices Qf Admiralty or Vice-Admiralty shall be given, such agent or agents shall,

in and relating to the several proceedings IIf"resaid, within the respective under the aforesaid penalty, register, or cause to be registered, in manner
times herein for thllt purpose limited. . aforesaid, his or their respective letter or letters of attorney, appointing

XIII. Provided nevertheles8, and it is hereby further enacted by the him or them agent or agents as aforesaid, within the space of six calendar
authority aforesaid, That if any captor or captor~, claimllnt or claiI;l1ants, I;I1onths after the date of the said letter or letters of attorney.
shall not rest satisfied with .the sentence given in such Court of Vice- XX. .qnd be it f1l1.ther enacted by the authority afore8aid, That after
Admiralty in any of his Majesty's dominions, it sha!! and may be lawful the sale or sales of any prize or prizes which shall be taken in pursuance or
for the party or parties thereby aggrieved to appeal from the said Court by virtue of this act, publick notification or notifications shall be given and
of Vice-Admiralty to Commissioners appointed, or to be appointed, under published in such manner as is herein-after particularly mentioned; (that
the great seal of Great Britain, for receiving, hearing, and determining is to say,) if the prize or prizes shall be condemned in his Majesty's High
appeals in causc;; of prizes, SQ as the same be made within fourteen days or other Court of Admiralty in Great Britain, then the person or per-
after sentence, and good security be likewise given by the appellant or sons, agent or agents, to be appointed in pursuance of this act, for the
appellants, that he or they will effectulllly prosecute such appeal, and appraisement and sale of such prize or prizes, shall insert and publish, or
answer the condemnation, and also pay treble costs, as shall be awarded cauStJ to be inserte.d and published, such notification under his or their
in Case the seTItence of such. Court of Vice-AdI;l1iralty be affirmed; pro- hand or hands respectively in the London Gazette, hnd if condemned in
vided that the sllid captor or captors, claimant or claimants, do, within any Court or Courts of Admiralty or Vice-Admiralty in any other of his
six months after sentence passed, give notice to the said Court of Vice- Majesty's tIominions, then such person or persons, agent or agents, as
Admiralty that they hllve appealed from such decree to the said Com- aforesaid, shall insl'rt and publish, or cause to be inserted and published,
missioners. such notifications, under his or their hand or hands respectively, in the

XIV. Provided alwaY8, and it i8 herebyfnrther el1acted by the autho- gazette, or some other newspaper of publick authority, of the island or
rityaforesaid, That the execution of IIny sentence so apptJaled from as place where the prize or prizes shall be condemned; and if there shall
aforesaid, shall not be suspended by reason of such appeal, in case the be no gazette or such other newspaper published there, then in some or

...
.
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reside, be empowered to remove such Prisoners from place
to place within the same Co!onies, as often as to such As-
semblies, Conventions, or Committees or Councils of Safety,
respectively, it shaH seem proper, hflving regard to the for-
mer Resolutions of Congress conceming Prisoners.

Resolved, That Mr. Alexander be appointed a Member
of the :Marine Committee, in the room of :Mr. Chase, who is
absent.

A :l\lemorial fi'Omthe Scotch Hostageswas presentedto
Congress, and read.

one of the most publick newspapers of such island or place for the time
being; and all persons or agents publishing, or causing to be published,
every such notification respectively, shall deli ver to the Collector, Customer,
or Searcher for the time being, of his Majesty's Customs, residing at, or bc-
longing to the port or place where the prize or prizes shall be condemned,
or the lawful deputy or deputies of such Collector, Customer, or Searcher;
and if there shall be no such Collector, Customer, or Searcher, then such
persons or agents as aforesaid shall deliver to the pri~cipa] officer or offi-
cers of the port or place where the prize or prizes shall have been con-
dcIlmed, or to the lawful deputy or deputies of such principal officer or
officers, two of the gazettes or other newspapers in which such notifica-
tion shall be so inserted an!l published; and if there shall not be any pub-
lick newspapers in any such island or place, ilIen such person or persdns,
agent or agents, shall give two snch notifications, in writing, under his or
their respective hand or haJlds, to the said Collector, Customer, or Searcher,
or the deputy or deputies of such Collector, Customcr, or Scacher, or,
where there shall be no such Collector, Customer, or Seacher, to such
principal officer or ollieem, or his or their deputy or deputies as aforesaid;
and every such Collector, Customer, or Searcher, and principal officer or
officers, or stich deputy or deputies, shall subscribe his or their name or
names on some conspicuous part of both tbc said gazettes, newspapers,
or written notifications respectively, and by the first ship which shall sail
(after his or their receipt of such gazettes, newspapers, or written notifi-
cations respectively) from such port or place to any port of Great Bl'itain,
shall transmit or send to the Treasurer of Gr'eenwi ch Hospital, or' the de-
puty of such Treasurer for the time being, one of the said gazettes, news-
papers, or written notifications, with bis or ~their namc or names so sub.
scribed to and upon the same respectively, to be there registered, and
shalt Jaithfulty prescrve and keep the other of the said two gazettes, news-
papers, or written notifications, with his or tbeir name or namps sub-
scribed as aforesaid, in his or their custody; and that in every such print-
ed or written notification as aforesaid, the said person or persons, agent
or agents, shall insert or specify his or their place or places of abode, and
the precise day of the month and year appointed for the payment of the
several and respcctive sbares of the prize or prizes to the captors; and all
such notifications with respect to prizes;, wbich shall be condemncd in
Great Britain, shall be published in the London Gazette, three days at
least betore any part or parts, .share or proportion of any such prize or
prizes slutll be paid to any person or persons entitled thereto; and all
such noti!leations, with rcspect to prizes condemned in any other part of
his Majesty's dominions, shall be deli vered to the said Collector, Customer,
or Searcher, or principal officer or officers aforesaid respectively, or such
respective deputy or deputics, three days at least before any part or parts,
share or proportion, of any such prize or prizes, shall be paid to any per-
son or persons entitled thereto; atter which several and respective notifi-
cations, if any men's shares shall remain in the hands of the persons or
agents appointed as aforesaid, either belonging to such mell as shall be
run from his Majesty's service, or which shall not be legally demanded
within H,nee years, then such share or shares so remaining in the persons
or agents' hands, or belonging to such men as shall run from his Majes-
ty's service, shall go .and be paid to the use of GI'eenwich Hospital.

XXI. And be it further enacted by the auth07'ity afore8aid, That if
any person or agent, to be appointed for appraisement or sale of any prize
or prizes which shall be seized and taken as aforesaid, shall neglect or
refuse to publish, give, or deliver, any notification herein-before directed
or required to be published, given, or delivered, before the payment of
any part of such prize-money, or in the manner herein-before appointed,
or shall not set forth !ind specify therein the matters and things herein-
before dirc~ted to be specitied and set forth; every such person or agent
shall, for every'such offence, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred
pounds, to be rccovere.d by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in
any of his Majesty's courts of record in Great Britain, or elsewhere in
any of his Majesty's dominions, in which no essoin, protection, privilege,
wager of law, or more than one imparlance, shall be allowed; and if any
Coltector, Customer, or Searcher, of his Majesty's Customs, or principal
officer or officers, or such deputy or deputies as aforesaid, shall neglect or
refuse to receive or to attest, or shall not transmit or send any such gazette,
newspapers, or written notification, as aforesaid, in such manner as is
before directed, every such Collector, Customer, or Searcher, principal
officer or officers, or such deputy or deputies so offending, shall, for every
such offence, forfeit tbe sum of one hundred pounds, to be sued for and
recovered in the same manner as the above penalty is directed to be sued
for and recovered.

XXII. .I1nd be it further' enacted by the authority afore8aid, That the
notifications in all such gazettes, newspapers, and in writing respectively,
as aforesaid, which shall be so transmitled and attested by such Collector,
Customer, or hearcher, or principal officer or officers, or such deputy or
deputies as aforesaid, and registered at the said Royal Hospita], on proof
of the handwriting of such Collector, Customer, or Searcher, principal
officer or officers, or deputy or deputies, from time to time, and at all
times, shall be good and sufficient evidence in all his Majesty's courts of
law and equity, that the person or persons, whose name or names is or
are therein set forth and specified as the agent or agents for the prize or
prizes therein respectively mentioned, is or arc such agent or agents.

XXIII. Provided alwaY8, and be it declared and enacted by the
authority afo,'e8aid, That nothing herein contained shall extend, or be
construed to extend, or exempt any ships, goods, wares, or merchandises,
which shall be taken as prize, and brought or imported htlo this kingdom,
Dr any of his Majesty's dominions, from the payment of any customs or

Resolved, That it be referredto the Committeeof Claims.
The Committee of Claims'feported, that there is due,
To Henry Holler, for Rifles and Cash furnished to Cap-

tain Nelson's Company of Riflemen, the sum of 364.8
Dollars, to be charged to said Company; and for Provisions
for said Company, the sum of 171.3 Dollars ; and for ne-
cessaries provided for Prisoners at Reading, 1203 DoHars;
and for his pay as Quartermaster in procuring Provisions,
59 Dollars; for provisions made for receiving the Prisoners
from Johnstown, the sum of 240 Dollars; for expresses and
duties, or from being subject to such restrictions and regulations to which
the same now are or shall hereafter be liable by virtue of the laws and
statutes of this realm.

XXIV. P,'ovided always, and be it further enacted b!! the autllOrity
afol'e8aid, That if any ship, vessel, or boat, taken as prize, or any goods
therein, shall appear, and be proved, in the High Court of Admiralty, or
Vice-Admiralty Court, to have belonged to any of bis Majesty's subjects
of G"eal Britain or Ir'eland, or any of the dominions and territories re-
maining and continuing in their allegiance to the King, and under his
Majesty's protection, which were before taken or surprised by any of his
Maj,'sty's rebellious Colonies or Plantations before-mentioned, and at any
time afterwards again surprised and retaken from his Majesty's said rebel-
lious Colonies or Plantations by any of his Majesty's ships of war, or
other ship, vessel, or boat, under his Majesty's protection and obediencc;
that then such ships, vessels, boats, and goods, and every such part and
parts thereof as ala resaid, formerJy belonging to such his Majesty's sub-
jects remaining and continuing under his protection, shall in all cases be
adjudged to be restored, and shall be, by decree of the said High Court of
Admiralty or Vice-Admiralty Court, accordingly restored to such former
owner or owners, or proprietors, he or they paying for and in lieu of sal-
vage (if retaken from the rebels) one-eighth part of the true value of the
ships, vessels, boats, and goods respectively so to be restored;, which sa]-
vage shall be answered and paid to the captains, officers, and seamen, to
be divided in such manner as before in this act is directed touching the
shar.e of prizes belonging to the flag officers, captains, officers, seamen,
mannes, and soldwrs.

XXV. 3nd be it .rurtller enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no
person or persons belonging to any of- his Majesty's ships or vessels of
war, who shall run away or withdraw him or themselves from the ship or
vessel by which any prize or prizes shall be taken, or otherwise, from his
Majesty's service, before or after notification shall be given by the persons
or agents appointed as aforesaid, of the day appointed for the payment of
the several shares to the captors of the said prize or prizes, shall have, or
be entitled to have or elaim,any interest in or benefit of the said sbare or
shares of the said prize or prizes, or any parI thereot; but such share and
shares of such prize and prizes shall go and be paid to the use of G,'een-
wich Hospital.

,

XXVI. P,'ovided alwaY8, That if any person or persons sha]] or do
run away or withdraw him or themselves from any such ship or vessel as
aforesaid, after notijlcation given as aforesaid, he and they shall forfeit
and lose sueh part of his and thcir share and shares of the said prize or
prizes as shall be remaining in the said agent or agents hands at the time
of. his or their running a~ay or withdrawing him or t~emselves; any-
thmg herem-before cOlltamed to the contrary thereof m anywise not-
withstauding.

XXVII. ",~nd be it fw>tlter enacted by the autlwr-ity af.,.csaid, That
a]] and every person and persons, agent and agents, and others, who shall
sell or otherwise dispose of any prize or prizes so to be taken as aforesaid
shall, within the space of three calendar months next after the day to b~
appointed Jar the first payment or distribution to the captors of such prize
or prizes, made in pursuance of such publick notification as aloresaid
make out and transmit or deliver unto the 'freasurer of the said Royai
Hospital of Greemvich for the time being, or to such person or persons as
he sha]] for that purpose depute or appoint, a true state and aCCOl1ntin
writing, under the hand or hands of such agent or agents, or person or
persons so employed, of the produce of all such prize and prizes as afore-
said, together with an account of the payments of the several shares to
the captors as sha]] then have been really and bona fide by him or them
respectively paid; an,d also tha~ IIll and every person aBd persons, agents,
and others, that by v!ftue of this act sha]] sell or dispose of any prize or
prizes, which shall at any time or times bereafter be taken by any of his
Majesty's ships or vessels of war, such person and persons, agents, and
othcrs, so selting and disposing thereof, shall, within the space of three
calendar months next after the expiration of the term of three years ]imit-
I'd by this act, make out an exact account in writing of the produce of
such prize and prizes, as also of the payments of the several shares to the
respective captors, together with II true and just account upon oath, to be
taken befote the Treasurer o~the said Hospital for tbe time being, or any
other person or persons by hIm for that purpose deputed and authorized
in writing under his hand and seal, (which oath the said Treasurer of the
said Ho"pital, and his sufficient deputy and deputies, authorizell as afore-
said, is and are hereby authorized and empowered to administer,) of all
sum and sums of money as shall be then remaining in such agent or
agents, or persons custody, power or possession, and sha]] at the same
time deliver, or cause to be delivered, to the Treasurer of the .said Hospi-
tal for the time being, or to his su/licient deputy or agent, the said accounts
so attested upon oath as aforesaid, together with all such remaining sum'
and sums of money then so left and remaining in his or their hands as
aforesaid, taking from tbe said Treasurer, or his proper deputy or agent
his or their acquittance or acquittances for tbe same. '

XXVIII. .~nd be it further enacted, That all and every persOn and
persons hereby directed to transmit or deliver all or any the accounts
before-mentioned, who shall neglect or refuse to transmit or deliver all
or any such account or accounts to the Treasurer of the said Hospital,
or his said deputy or agent, within the before-limited IInd appointed
time, in manner and form as is herein-before mentioned, or who sha]]
neglect or refuse to pay over all and ev~ry such sum and sums of money
as shlill remain in his or their hand or hands, power, custody, or posses-
sion, after the term of three years, to be accounted as afor~said, shall, for
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incidental charges, the sum of 62.9 Dollars; the whole
amounting to 2101 Dollars.

Ordered, That the same be paid.

Resolved, That to-morrow be assigned for taking into
consideration the Report of the Committee on General
Washington's Letter of the 24th of March.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Saturday, April 13, 1776.

Resolved, That an Order for 20,000 Dollars be drawn
every such offence, forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds, over and above
the money then in such agcnts hands; one-third part whereof shall be-
long to his Majesty, and the remaining two-third parts tu the said Royal
Hospital, to bp recovered, with costs of suit, by action of debt, bill, plaint,
or information, in any of his Majesty's courts of record, in which no
essoin, protection, privilege, or wager of law, or more than one impar-
lance, shaH be allowed.

'

XXIX. Jlnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
if any fraud, collusion, or deceit, shall be wittingly or willingly made,
used, committed, permitted, or done, or suffered, in making, stating, or
balancing, any such accounts, then every person or persons who shall be
thereof duly convicted, and his and their aiders and abetters, shaH forfeit
and pay, for every such offence, over and above the penalties and punish-
ments inflicted by this act, the sum of one hundred pounds; one-third
part whereof to be to the use of his Majesty, and one other third part to
the use of the said Hospital, and the remaining third part to the infoTnwr
who shall sue for the same, to be recovered, with costs of suit, by action
of debt, bill, plaint, or infurmation, in any court of 'record, in which no
essoin, protection, privilege, or wager of law, or more than one impar-
lance, shall be allowed.

XXX. Jlnd be it further enacted by the auth01'ity aforesaid, That
the Register or Registers of his Majesty's High Court of Admiralty, and
all other Courts of Admiralty in G,'eat B,'itain, shall, from time tu time,
duly enter or registe:r, or cause to be entered or registered, in one or more
book or books, to be by him or them kept for that' purpose on Iy, alilet-
ters of attorney that shall be exhibited by any agent or agents for any
prize or prizes which shall be taken by any uf his Majesty's ships or
vessels of war, within fourteen days after the same shall be so exhibited
or delivered to such Register or Registers, at his or their respective offices;
which registry shall contain the day of delivery and entry, the dates of
the letters of attorney, the names and places of abode of the agents, the
names of the prizes taken, together with the names uf the ships or vessels
by which such prizes shall have been taken; and the said Register or
Registers sball, on tbe 26th day of .7~fm'ch, and the 30th day of Septem-
ber, or witbin forty days thereafter, in every 3'ear, transmit or deliver
unto the Treasurer of the said Hospital, or to the lawful deputy of such
Treasurer for the time being, a true copy or transcript, under his or their
hand or bands, of all such entries as aforesaid, within the preceding half
year; and if snch Register or Registers shall neglect or refuse to make
and keep such entri,es, or to transmit or deliver such copies thereof as
aforesaid, within the respective times herein-before limited for that pur-
pose, he or they shall, for every such offence, forfeit the sum of one hun-
dred pounds, to be recovered by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information,
in any of his Majesty's courts of record, in which no essoin, protection,
privilege, wager of law, or more than one imparlance, shall be alluwed.

XXXI. Jlna be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
the Register or Registers of all and every the Court and Courts of Ad-
miralty in any of his Majesty's dominions, shall yearly and every year,
upon the 23~ day of October, urwithin three calendar months next after
the same, make out ~;nd transcribe true copies of all and every such letter
and letters of attorney asshall be so registered in the said Court or Courts,
to which the Judge and Judges of the said Court and Courts shall affix his
and their seal of office; and then the said Register and Registers shall .
transmit the same to the Treasurer of the said Royal Hospital at Green-
7oich, tu be there registered, and to be inspected by any person gratis, the
charges of which copies, and affixing the seal or seals thereto, and trans-
mitting the same to the Treasnrer of the said Hospital, shall be paid by
the said agent or agents at the time of making such registry as aforesaid;
and in case such Register or Registers shall neglect or refuse to trans-
scribe and transmit such copy and copies of the said letter and letters of
attorney in manner aforesaid, (any ship or ships in that time sailing from
such port or place to any port or place in Great Britain,) such Register
and Registers so neglecting or refusing shall forfeit the sum of five hun-
dred pounds, to be recovered by him or them who will sue for the same,
by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in any court of record in
Great Britain, or in any other part of his Majesty's d'ominions, in which
no essoin, protection, privilege, or wager of law, or more than 0l1e imc
parlance, shall be allc,wed.

XXXII. And for the more effectual making of such letters of attorney
evidence of the agency of the person or persons to whom the same shall
be made, Be it furtAer enacted by the authority aforesaid, That true
copies of such letter and letters of attorney, and of transcripts under seal,
transmitted by the said Register or Registers of the Court and Courts of
Vice-Admiralty within any of his Majesty's dominions, and registered by
the said Treasurer of Greenwich Hospital, shall, from time to time, and
at all times hereafter, be good and sufficient evidence of the agency of
the person or persons to whom such letters of attorney is or shall be
made; and from time ,to time, and at all times hereafter, shall be admit-
ted, without further or other proof thereof, td be legal evidence in all his
Majesty's courts of record of law or equity; any law, custom, or usage,
to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding.

XXXIII. ./lnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
no agent or agents for prizes shall be liable to be sued, impleaded, or ar-
rested, hy any person or persons who shall be made run from his Majes-
ly's service, in the lists to be duly certified of the names of the officers,
,eamen, marines, soldiers, or others, who shall be actually on board any
)f his Majesty's ships of war, at the taking of any prize or prizes, until
Ihe end of three months next after the expiration of three years, limited
oy this act for the claiming of prizes, unless the person or persons so

on the Treasurers, in favour of Jam<:s ft'lcase, Commissary,
for the use of the Pennsylvania Battalions, he to be ac-
countable.

Mr. ]}lcase having applied to Congress for advice how to
conduct himself in paying the Sixth Pennsylvania Battalion,

Resolved, That the Queries propounded by Mr. ]}lease,
be referred to the Committee for procuring Fire-Arms.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To Robert Erwin, the balance of his account for Warron. 0

hire, the sum of 436 Dollars.

made run shall, before any action hrought, obtain a certificate of his or
their 1J or Rs being taken off, and the forfeiture of his or their share of
such prizes being discharged by the Commissioners of his Majesty's Navy,
whu subscribed the said lists, and shall produce such certificate to the said

"
agent or agents respectively, and unless the said agent or agents, on the
producing 6f such certificate or certificates, shall refuse to pay the said
prize-money (in case the same be due and payable, according to the
directions in his ~fajesty's declaration) within two months after any'such
demand made, and such certificate produced.

XXXIV. P,'ovided alway,', That nothin!\" in this act contained shall
be eonstrued to restrain his Majesty, his heirs and successors, frum giving
stich further rules and directions to his respective Courts of Admiralty and
Vice-Admiralty, as by his Majesty, his heirs and successors, with the ad-
vice of his or their Privy Council, shall be thought necessary or proper,

XXXV. Provided al'ways, and it is hereby further enacted by the
auth01'it.'! aforesaid, That nothing herein contained shall extend, or be
construed to extend, to any ship or vessel the property of any person or
persons residing in the said Colonies of "Ve'w-HampsMre, J!:fassachusetts-
Bay, Rhode-Isla'.'d, Connecticut,.iV"ew- York, New-Jersey,Pen'18ylvania,
the three lower Counties on Belawa,'e, .Jlaryland, Virginia, No"th-
Cm'olina, South- Car.lina, and Georgia, or any or either of them, which
shall have sailed for Great B,'itain or I,'eland, from any British sugar
Colony or Plantation in the Tfl-est-Indies, on or before the first day of

.;'''I01'ch, <,me thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, laden with any
goods or commodities which before the passing of this act might be so
lawfully transported and carried in any such ship or vessel; nor to any
ship or vessel the property of any person or persons residing in the said
Colonies of New-HamjJshire, .Wassac!m.etts-Bay, 1Jhode-Island, Con-
necticut, New- York, JV"ew-Je/"sey, Pennsylvania, 'the three lower 'Coun-
ties on BelawlII'e, ~'[aryland, Virginia, J'torth-Carolina, South- Caro-
lina, and Georgia, or any or either of them, which on or lJefore the first
day of January, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, shall have
arrived at any of theB,'itish sugar Colonies or Plantations in the TVest-
Indies, laden with lumber and provisions, or either of them, and, after'
discharging the same at such sugar Colony or Plantation, shall, on or
before the nrst day of Jlugust, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-
six, lade and take on board there, in order to be transported from thence
into Great Britain or Ireland, any goods or commodities which may be
lawfnlly transported from such sugar Colony or Plantation into Great
Brita;'! or Ireland respectively, in any other British vessel, npon condi-
tion that the master or person having the charge of such ship or vessel
which shall have so arrived on or before the said first 'day of January,
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, and shall have been loaded
on or before the said first day of .!Jugust, one thotlsand seven hundred
and seventy-six, shall produce a certificate, under the hands and seals of
office of the Collector and Comptroller, or other principal officer of his
Majesty's Customs for the port or place where such goods shall be laden,
certifying that such ship or vessel did arrive at such sugar Colony or
Plantation on or before the said first day of Janua,'y, one thousand seven
hundred and seventy-six, laden with lumber and provisions, or either of
them, as the case may be; and that, after having discharged the same in
sneh sugar Colony o:r Plantation, she had taken on board the several
goods therein laden for Great Britain or Ireland respectively, describing
the name and burthen of the ship, with the name of the master, and the
contents of the cargo, with the particular marks' and numbers of the
packages ,of each sort and species of' goods so laden, the port or place
where, and the time when laden, and the port in Great Britain or Ire-
land to which the goods are I,onsigned, and that bond and security has
been given for the due landing thereof according to law; which certificate
such Collector and Cumptroller, or other principal officer o(the custums,
are hereby required and enjoined to give without fee of reward.

XXXVI. .!Jud it is hereby.further enacted by the authority aforesaid,
That the certificates before-mentioned for such ships or vessels as shall
be bou,nd to Great Britain and Ireland, shall continue in force for six:
months from the dates thereof, and no longer; and the master ur person
having charge of such ship or vessel, upon his arrival at the purt of his
discharge in Great B,'itain or Ireland, at the time he reports his ship,
is hereby required tu deJiver up such certificate to the CoJIector and
Comptroller, or other principal officer of the customs at such port, on
forfeiture of one hundred pounds; and if any officer or officers .:If the
eustems shall give or grant any false certificate, for the purpose required
or directed by this act, such Qffieer or officers shall forfeit the sum of five
hundred pounds, and be rendered incapable of serving his Majesty, his
heirs, and successors, iJ1 any office whatsoever; and if any person or
persons shall counterfeit, erase, alter, or falsify any such certificate, or
any license required o:r directed by this act, or shall knowingly make use
of any false certificate or license, or of any certificate or license so coun-
terfeited, erased, altered, or falsified, such person or persons shall, for
every such offence, forfeit the sum of five hundred pounds, and such
certificate or license shall be invalid and of no effect; which said penal-
ties, if the same shall be incurred in Great Britain or within the Bri-
tish dominions in Jlmerica, shall, and may be prosecuted, sued tur, and
recovered, and be divided, paid, and applied, in like manner as uthe:r
penalties, in11icted by any act or acts of .Parliament relating to the trade
or reveriues of the Br'itish Colonies or Plantations in .!1merica, are
directed to be prosecuted, sued for, or recovered, divided, paid, and ap-
plied, by any act or acts of Parliament now in force; and if the said
penalties sliall be incurred in the kingdom of Ireland, the same shall
and may be prosecuted, sued for, recovered, and applied, in Buch and'

.
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Ordered, That the same be paid.

A Petition from the Committees of the Townships of Wal-
pack, Sandystone, and ltlontague, in the County of Sussex,
in New-Jersey, was presented to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That the same be r.eferredto the Commission-
ers for Indian Affairs, who are Members of Congress.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Resolution for
the sale and consumption of the Teas now in these Colo-
nies, brought in the same, which was read, and agreed to,
as follows:

.

the like manner, aB any forfeiture incurred by the laws now in force in
the said kingdom of I,'eland, against the running or intending to run
goods into that kingdom, may, by any act or acts of Parliament now in
force there, bc prosecuted, sued for, recovered, and applied.

XXXVII. Provided always, and be it.further enacted by the autho-
rity aforesaid, That nothing in this act shall extcnd, or be construed to
extend, to any ship or vessel, or thQ cargo thereof, which shall bave been
or may be cleared out from any port in G,'eat l3ritain or Ireland, before
the 1st day of January, one thollsand seven hundred aI1d seventy-six, and
shall be bound to any of the l3ritish sugar Colonies in the We8'- Indies,
Qr which hath been; or may be sO cleared out from the said l3ritish sugar
Colonies, and shall be bound to Great l3,'itain or Ireland, in case it shall
appear by the register of such ship or vessel that two-thirds al the least of
the owners of such ship or vessel are his Majesty's subjects residing in
Great l3ritain or Ireland, or in some of the said l3l'itish sugar Volonies;
nor to any ship or vessel, or the cargo thereof, which shall be cleared out
from any port in Great l3ritain or Ir~land, after the ~Oth day of January
one thousand seven h,undred and seventy-six, and shall be bound to any
of the l3,'itish sugar Volonies, or which shall be cleared out after the 25th
day of "~!arch, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, from the said
l3dtish sugar Colonies, and shall be bound to Great l3ritai/, or I,'eland, in
case it shall appear, by the oath or affirmation of one or more of the owners
of such ship or vessel, to be endorsed on the register thereof, to be taken
before the Collector or other principal ufficer of the customs at the port or
place where such ship or vessel shall be cleared out, (which oath or affir-
mation such Collector, or 'other principal officer of the customs, is hereby
authorized and required to administer,) that two-thirds at least of s'Jch ~hip

or vessel are the property of his Majesty's subjects residing in Great l3,'i-
tain or Ireland, or in some of the said sugar Colonies or Plantations.

XXXVIII. And whereas many and large debts are now due from the
inhabitants of the .North-.!1merican Colonies herein-before mentioned to
divers of his Majesty's good and loyal subjects residing in Gr'eat B,'itain,
Ireland, and the l3,-itish Plantations in the Ire8t- Indies, and many of
such good and loyal subjects may ha"Ve estates and effects in some of the
said ';'lorth..!1merican Colonies: And whereas goods and merchandise have
been or may be shipped or laden il). the said Co~onies, for and on lIj:eount
.f such debts, estates, or effects, and other goods and merchandise may
be laden there, and sent from thence in consequence of orders given for
that purpose, Be it therefore enacted by the authority aforesaid, That
nothing in this act contained shall extend, or be construed tP extend, to any
ship or vessel which shall have cleared out and sailed from any of the said
Colonies for Great l3ritain, Ireland, or any of the l3,'itisll Plantations in
the West-Indies, on or before the 1st day of January, one thousand seven
bundred and seventy-six; nor shall extend, or be construed to extend, to
forfeit any goods or merchandise, or effects wAich shall be laden or ship-
ped on board any ship or vessel in any of the saidJ\'orth-.~merican Colo-
nies, on or before the ~5th day of .7I-Iarch, one thousand seyen hundred
and seventy-six, as a remittance to any of his Majesty's subjects, residing
in G,'eat Bpitain, Ireland, or the l3ritisll Colonies or Plantations in the
West-Indies, for or on account of any such estates, effects, or debts, or in
l;Ousequence of any orders given for that purpose, before the ~lst day of
December, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-live, provided proof
thereof shall be made, on.o!lth of the parties to whom such goods, mer-
chandise, or effects, shall be consigned, or otherwise to the. satisfaction of
the Judge or Conrt before whom any sei~ure of sucb goods, merchandise,
or effects, shall be depending, anything herein contained to the contrary
notwithstanding.

XXXIX. Provided always, and it i$ hereby fm.ther enacted by the au-
thority aforesaid, That nothing herein contained shall extend, or be con-
atrued to extend, t.Pany ship or vessel the property of any person or persons
residing in the said Colonies of ~Yew-Hampshire, JI-(assachusetts-l3ay,
:Rhode-bland, Connecticut, New-Y01'k, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, the
three lower Counties on Dela'ware, Jl-Iaryland, Vi1-ginia, ~Yo"th- Carolina,
South- Carolina, or Georgia, which, on or before the 1st day of January,
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, shall have sailed from any
port or place in Europe where such ship or vessel might lawfully trade;
or which on or before the said 1st day of January, one thousand seven hun-
dred and seventy-six, sh!lll be actually laden in any such port or place for
G,'eat l3ritain or Ireland, witll such goods and merchandises as such ship
or vessel mig-ht lawfully so transport; nor to any such ship or vessel as shaH,
on the said 1st dllY of ,Tanuary, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-
aix, remain in any port of Great l3ritain or Ireland, any thing herein con-
tained to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding.

XI.. Provided also, and it i8 hereby further enacted by the autllority
aforesaid, That nothing in this act contained shall extend, or be con-
atrued to extend, to any ship or vessel, being the property of any of the
inhabitants of the Isl~nd of .Nantucket, employed in the whale fishery
only, if it shall appear by the papers on board that such ship or vessel
was fitted and cleared out from thence before tile 1st day of December, one
thous~d seven hundred and seventy-five; or if the master, or other per.
lIOn having the charge of any such ship or vessel as aforesaid, shall pro-
duce a certificate under the hand and seal of tbe Governour or Com-
mander-in.Chief of the Province of the Massachusetts- l3ay, setting
forth that such ship or vessel (eJCpressing ber name, and the name of her
master, and describing her built and burthen) is the whole and entire pro-
perty of his Ma,jesty's subjects of the said IsI&nd of Nantricket, and was
the property of one or more of them on or before the 25th day of .1!a,'ch,
one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five.

Whereas by the third article of tbe Association entered
into by the late Continental Congress, at Philadelphia, on
the 24th day of October, in the year of our Lord 1774, it
was agreed, that, from that day, the inhabitants of the Uni-
ted Colonies" would not purchase nor use any Teaimport-
ed on account of the Eal!~-India Company, or any on
which a duty had been or should be paid; and from and
after the first day of Jtlarch then next following, tbey would
not purchase or use any East-India Tea whatever:" And
whereas it has peen represented to this Congress, that th()
time as aforesaid limited for the consumption of the Tea

XLI. And whereas, before the passing this act, and since toe com~
mence!l1ent of the said unnatural rebellion, divers persons, vessels, car-
goes, and other effects, may have been sei~ed, detained, examil1ed, searched,
damaged, or destroyed, for the publiek service, in withstanding or sup-
pressing the said rebellion, l3< il further enacted by the authority afor<?-
said, That all such acts shall be deemed just and legal to all intl'nt',
constructions, and purposes whatsoever; and if I!ny action or suit 'hall
be commenced or prosecuted against any person or persons for or by
reason of anything so done, or for or by reason of anything done or acted
in pursuance of this act, then, and in every such case, such action or suit
shall be commenced within six calendar mopths next after the fact com-
mitted, and not afterwards; and the defendan t or defendaIHs sh.aU an d.
may plead the general issue, and give this act and \he special matter in
evidence; and if the act shall appear to have been done for t.he service
of the publick, or in pursuance of and by the authority of this act, or if
any such action or suit shall be brought after the time herein-before limit-
ed for bringing the same, then the jury shalliind for the defppd!int or
defendants; and upon such finding, or if the plaintiff or plaintiffs s}lsll
be nonsuited, or discontinue his or their action after tile defen,dant. I~r
defendants shall have appeared, or if upon demurrer judgment shall he
given against the plaintiff or plaintiffs, the defendant Or defeJ:ldants sh~,ll
and may recover treble costs.

XLII. And whereas an act was passed in the fourteenth year of the
reign of his present Majesty, (intituled, A n act to discontinue, in suell
manner, and for such time, as are tberein mentioned, the landing arid
discharging, lading or shipping, of goods, wares, and merChl!ndise, at the
town, and within the harbour of .Boston, in the Provinc.e of Jl-Iassack',-
setts.l3ay, in ~Yorth-.~"'erica;) and also an act passed in th~ last session
of Parliament, (intituled, An act to restrain the trade and commerce of
the Provinces of MassachuNetts-JJay and ~Vew-IlampsMre, aI1d Coin.
nics of Connecticut, and Rhode-Island and P,'ovidence Plantation, in
~Yorth-.;Jmerica, to G,'eat l3,.itain, I,'eland, and the l3,'iti$h Islands in
the TVest-Indies; and to prohibit such ProviI1ces and ColoI1ies from q.r-
rying on any fi.hery on the banks of JVewfoundland, or other placrs
therein me'ltioned, under certain conditions and limiiations;) and also
another act passed in the same session, (intituled, An act to restra.in the
t.rade and commerce of the Volonies of JV<?w-Je,'sey, Penn8ylva1iia, .71-)11-
ryland, Virginia, and Soutll- Carolina, to Great l3ritain, Ireland, and
the British Islands in the TVe8t.lndies, under certain conditions and
limitations:) And whereas the prohibitions and restraints imposed by file
said acts will be rendered unnecessary by the provisioJ:ls of this act, Be it
the"<?fore enacted by the mtllwrity aforesaid, That from and after the
lot day of January, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, thu
said acts shall be, and the eame are hereby repealed.

~

XLIII. .;Jnd be it further enacted by the authority aforesairJ, Tht
this act, so far as the same rdates te the capt.ure and fpr/citure of shil'~
and vessels belonging to the inhabitants of the abo..e-mentioned CoIo-
nics, shall, except in the cases herein-before mentioned, commel1ce and
be in force from and after the lb1;aay of January, one thousand seven hu n-
dred and seventy-six; and so fllr as the same relates to the capture and for-
feiture of all other ships and vessels that shall be found going to trade in

. or at any of the said Colonies, from and after the 1st day of J/eb,'uUl'y,
one thousand seven I1llndred and seventy-six; and so far as the s!>,me
relates to the c.apture and forfeiture of .all other ships and vessels that
shall be found trading Itl or at any of the said ColOl1ies, or bound and
trading from any port or place in the s"me, from and after the 25th d"y
of ~Warch, one thousand seven hundred. aI1d seventy-six; and shall con-
tinue to be in force so long as the said Colonies respectively shall remnin,
in 8 state of rebellion.

XLIV. Provided always nevertheless, and it is hereby enacted by
the authority aforesaid, 'l'hqt in order to encourage all well-affected per-
sons in any of the said Colonies to exert themselves in suppressing the
rebellion therein, and to afford a speedy protection, to thos\J who are cis-
posed to return to their duty, it shall and may be lawful to and for any
person or persons, appointed and authOlized by his Majesty to grant a
pardon or pardons to any number or description of persons, by proda-
maliott, in his Majesty's name, to declare any Colony or Province, Colo-
nies or Provinces, or any County, Town, Port, District, or place, in any
Colony or Province, to be at the peace of his Majesty; and from and
after the issuing of any such proclamation in IIny of the afpresaid Colo- .
nics or Provinces, or if his Majesty shall be graciously pleased to sign iry
the same by his Royal Proclamation, then, from and after tbe issuing' of
such proclamation, this act, with respect to such Colony or Province, Co-
lonies or Provinces, COIlnty, '1'pwn, Port, District, or place, sball c\Jnse,
determine, and be lItterly void; and if any captures shall be made, a!1er
the date and issuing of such proclamations, of any ships or vessels, nnd

.

their cargoes, belonging to the inhabitants of any snch Colony or Pro-
vince, Colonies or Provinces, County, Town, Port, District, or place, or
of any ships tr!iding to or from such Colony or Province, Colonie!l or
Provinces respectively, the same ~ball be restored to the owners of sljch
ships or vessels, upon claim being entered, and due proof made of their
property therein, and the captors shall not be liable to any action for
seizing or detaining the said ships or vessels, or their cargoes, without
proof being made that they had act\lal notice of such proclamatbn
having been issued.

XI. V. Pro~.;ded always, That s\Jch proclamation or proclamatiol1s
shall not discharge or sllspend any proceeding upon any captllle Qf "ny
such ship or vessel made befQre the date and issllinlr thereof.
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then on hand, was too short; whereby many ze-alousfriends
to the American cause, who had imported large quantities
of that commodity, with design not merely to advance their
fortunes, but to counteract the plan then pursued by the
Ministry and India Company to introduce and sell in these
Colonies Tea subject to duty, are likely to become great
sufferers-the greater part of the estates of many of them
being vested in that article, and they, by that means, ren-
dered incapable not only of paying their debts and mam-
taining theIr families, but also of vigorously exerting them-
selves in the service of their country: And whereas it was
originally the design of Congress that all India Tea, which
had been imported agreeable to the tenour of the said As-
sociation, might be sold and consumed; but the time limited
for that purpose proving too short:

Resolved, .That all India Tea, importedas aforesaid,ex-
pressly excepting all Teas imported by or on account of the
East- India Company, now remaining on hand in these Co-
lonies, be sold and used. . .

And whereas, from the future importation of Tea being
prohibited, some Tea-holders may be tempted to avail them:"
selves of the scarcity which wiII be occasioned by it, and
exatt exorbitant prices for an article of little real value in
itself, and which owes its worth to a ha.bit,in many respects,
pernicious to the inha.bitants of these Colonies:

Resolved, therefore, That Bohea Tea ought not to be
sold by retail in the smallest quantities, at a higher price, ill
any Colony, than at the rate of three-fourth parts of a Dol-
'lar per pound; and other Teas at such a price as shaU be
regulated by the Committees of the Town or County wbere
the Tea is sold; and that all persons who shall either give
or take a greater price for it ought to be considered as ene-
mies to the American cause, and treated accordingly. And
it is earnestly recommended to all Committees of Inspection
and Observation, as well to be vigilant in carrying this Re-
solve into execution as those which prohibit the importation
of India Tea from allY part of the world, it being the desire
of Congress to exclude all Teas, except such as make part
of the cargoes of prizes taken by ships of war or privateers
belonging to these Colonies.

Ordered, That the above be published.

Resolved, That tne Secret Committeebe directedto de-
liver to Lieutenant-Colonel Hartky one quarter-cask of
Powder, to repay so much by him borrowed for the use of
the Continent.

The Commiuee appointed to prepare a Letter to the
Committee. of Safety of New-Jersey, brought in a draft,
which, being read, was agreed to.

Ordered, That the same be transcribed, signed by the
President, and transmitted.

The Committee appointed to consider the Representation
and Queries of James Mease, respecting the Sixth Battalion
of Troops commanded by Colonel Irvine, brought in their
Report, which was read.

Whereupon Resolved, That the Certificates of Magis-
trates, or other respectable iphabitants of the County of
Cumberland, who have inspected and examined the Com-
panies of the said Battalion, shall, in this instance, justify
the Paymaster in paying such Companies, agreeable to the
said Certificates, the lVlustermasterbeing absent.

That the supernumerary Privates that have been inlisted,
and are armed and clothed, be continued and paid.

That the Officers in the said Battalion be paid for"their
subsistence since the recruiting service has been over, at the
rates used in other Battalions.

That the claim of the Ensign, in Captain Wilson's Com-
pany, to pay and subsistence from the time of entering into
actual service, be allowed.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered to.
build two Ganeys, capable of carrying, each, two thirty-six
or forty-two-pounders, to oppose the enemy's Vessels in
Bays and Harbours.

Resolved, That the Committee for casting Cannon be
directed to contract for the casting forty Howitzers, with a
sufficient quantity of Shells.

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the
application of James Hughes, late Town-Major of Montreal,
and now one of the prisoners of the thirteen United Colonies,
brought in their Report, wherein they represent,

"That it appears to them that Mrs. Hughes, the wife of
the said James Hughes, on or about the 5th of February
last, bargained with a certain Jabez West, for divers goods
and merchandise, in her possession, at Montreal, for which
the said West, as the said James Hughes alleges, agreed to
pay £905 11 9!, sterling money of Great Britain, and
£ 151 1 9, Halifax cUlTency, in gold and silver, to said
Hughes, within eighteen days from that time; upon which
payment being made, the goods were to be delivered at
Albany, to the said West, by a certain John Stevenson, at
Albany, to whom they were to be sent y.t the expense df
said West; that the said West paid to said Hughes 240
dollars, in part; but it was, as the said Hughes alleges,
agreed, that if the residue of the money was not paid within
the time ]imited) then the 240 dollars were to be forfeited,
and the goods not to be delivered; that the goods arrived at
Albany, and were in the possession of Mr. Stevenson, who,
on the 11th of ]}larch last, by some means or other, was
induced to deliver the goods to 1Vest, though he paid no
money; that the said West gave a bond to the said Steve~
son, payable to the said Hughes, for £ 1609 18 8, Conti-
nental currency, on the 9th of April instant, without any
authority from the said Hughes, as he alleges; that the said
West proceeded with the goods, immediately on the receipt
of them, to some of the Eastern Colonies, and, it is appre-
hended, to Connecticut. Upon the whole, the Committee
are of opinion, that the said Hughes may probably lose hi:'!
debt from West, without the interposition of Congress, or
their permission to him to go in pursuit of the said West."

Whereupon Resolved, That Governour Trumbull, of the
Colony of Connecticut,be desired to direct the most effectual
method, according to law, to be taken; for securing the per-
son of Jabez .we,~t,or his effects, to the value of the debt
due to James lIughes, if either can be found in his Govern.
ment; and to see that justice be done in the premises.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday next.

Monday. April 15, 1776.

A'Letter, of the 4th, from General Washington, enclosing
a Letter from Governour Cooke, and an account of the
Powder supplied the Army at Cambridge by the Colony
of Massachusetts-Bay, from the 10th of June ]ast; also, a
Letter, of the :Zd,from General Schuykr, with eight papers
enclosed, being laid before Congress, and read,

Resolved, That the said Letters, with the papers enclosed,
be referred to :Mr. Wythe, :Mr.Harrison, and Mr. S. Adams.

Resolved, That the intelligence received respecting the
Indians be kept secret.

The Committee to whom the Petition from the Commit-
tees of Walpack, &c., was referred, brought in their Report,
which was agreed to.

.

Whereupon, Resolved, That an Order be drawn, by the
Chairman of the Secret Committee, upon Henry Wisner,
Esq., in favour of the Petitioners, for two hundred pounds
of Powder, they paying for the same.

That one thousand Flints be delivered to the Petitioners.
That the Petitioners be desired to send Garret Broad-

head, Esq., to the nearest Indian Settlement, in order to
discover whether any uneasiness suhsists among the Indians
in that part of the country; and, if it subsists, from what
cause it arises.

.

That a Letter be written by the President of the Con-
gress to General Schuyler, to inform him of the apprehen-
sion of the inhabitants on the Western boundaries of New-
Jersey from the .lndians, and to request him to direct proper
inquiries to be made, whether there be any foundation for
such apprehensions.

The Congress, taking into consideration the Report of the
Committee on the Petition of John Secord,

Resolved, That a certified copy of said Petition be trans-
mitted to the Governour of Connecticut; that he be reqpested
to cause inquiry to be made into the truth of the facts therein
stated; and, if f01md true, that it be recommended to him
to cause restitution to be made to the Petitioner.

Resolved, That it be again recommended to the Settlers
at TVyoming and the Susquehannah River, as well those
under Pennsylvania as those under Connecticut, to cultivate
harmony, to consider themselves as jointly interested in the
event of the American cause, and not, by mutual acts of
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violence or oppresaion, to injure that union that happily sub-
sists between all the Colonies, and on which their welfare so
much depends.

Resolved, That the Committee for fortifying Ports be
empowered to write; in the name of the Congress, to Gene-
ral Washington, and request him to send a proper person to
examine such Ports on the coast of New-England as they
shall direct, and report thereon.

That the sflid Committee be empowered to employ pro-
per persons to examine the several Ports and Harbours on
the coast betweep New- York and Delaware Bay, and be-
tween 'Delaware and Chesapeake Bays, and to the South-
ward. '

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to sup-
ply the inhabitants of Monmouth County, in New-Jersey,
with three hundred pounds of Powder, they paying for the
same.

Resolved, That a Committee of three bt> appointed to
bring in a resolution, whereby persons resident, having pro-
perty in America, who assist any of the .enemies of the Uni-
ted Colonies in the capture of Vessels or Goods, may be
made liable to make good the damages to the sufferers.

The Members chosen, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Jay, and Mr.
.Wythe.

A Petition from Moses Kirkland, a prisoner, was present-
ed to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Pri-
soners.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report
of the Committee on the ways and means of supplying the
Troops in Canada.

Whereupon, Resolved, That Mr. R. Morris be directed
to purchase Bills of Exchange to the ariIount of £3000,
sterling, and deliver the same to Mr. Price; and tbat Mr.
ltlorris be indemnified for any loss that may arise from en-
dorsing them.

Tbat the sum of 13,333.3 Dollars be advanced to Mr.
Price, to be employed by him in the service of the Conti-
nent, in Canada, he to be accountable.

Resolved, That the Officers of the Rifle Battalion, and
Independent Rifle Companies, be authorized and directed
to recruit the said Battalion and Companies, and inlist the
men as speedily as possible; and that their reinlistment be
for two years from the expiration of their present term, liable
to be discharged sooner, if the Congress shall think proper,
upon receiving a month's pay advance.

A Petition from Thomas Leaming, JUll., in behalf of the
Committee of Inspection of the County of Cape-1Uay, in
the Colony of New-Jersey, was presented to Congress, and
read, setting fortb the defenceless stqte of that part of the
country, and praying for a supply of Powder and Lead,
and that two Companies of the Continental forces may be
stationed there.

.
Resolved, That the prayer of the Petition be granted.
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Tuesday, April 16, 1776.

A Letter of the 9th, from Commodore E. IIopkins, en-
c10sing a list of the Cannon and Stores brought from Pro-
vidence; and a Letter of the 14th from the Committee of
Baltimore, enclosing copies of intercepted Letters from the
Secretary of State to Governonr Eden; also a Letter of the
8th, from General Thomas, were laid before Congress, and
read.

Ordered, That the Secretary publish an extract of the
Letter from Commodore Hopkins.

The Congress taking into consideration the Letter from
the Committee of Baltimore, and the papers enclosed, came
to the following Resolutions:

.

Whereas information has been this day laid before Con-
gress, from which there is great reason to believe that Robert
Eden, Esquire, Governour of the Colony of ft'Iaryland, has
late! y carried on a correspondence with the British Ministry
highly dangerous to the liberties of Arnel'ica ;

Resolved, therefore, That the Council of Safety of .Mary-
land be earnestly requ0sted immediately to cause the person
and papers of Governour Eden to be seized and secured, and
such of the papers as relate to the American dispute, without

delay, conveyed safely to Congress; and that copies of the
intercepted Letters £r'om the Secretary of State be enc10sed
to the said Counci} of "Safety.

.

Resolved, That the Council of Safety of ~Maryland be re-
quested to cause the person and papers of Alexander Ross.
to be immediately seized and secured, and that the papers be
sent safely to Congress.

And to prevent the said Alexander Ross having any op-
portunityto escape,

Resolved, That the like request be made to the Commit-
tees of Observation for Baltimore and Frederick Counties
in Maryland, in one of which Counties the said Alexander
Ross probably now is.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To Isaac Melchoir, for expenses from 1Uontreal to Phila-

delphia, including a part of St. Luke La Come's expenses
to Albany, the sum of 34.7 Dollars;

.

To Leonard Melchoir, for boarding Mr. McDonald twen-
ty days, the sum of 16 Dollars;

To William Chew, for riding express to North-Carolina
and back, including ferriages, the sum of 90 Dollars; and
that the same ought to be paid to Joseph Rewes, Esq.;

To Samuel Purviance, Jun., the sum of 133.3 Dollars,
money advanced by Col. Charles Beatty to Captain James
Grier; and that the same ought to be paid and charged to
the said James Grier;

To Anthony Tricker, for boarding Donald McDonald,
and others of the Scots Prisoners taken by General Schuyler
near Johnstown,th~ sum of 150Dollars;

.

To Pelatiah Webster, [or purchasing goods for the Con-
tinent, including_some incidental charges, the sum of 6G.3
Dollars.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to sup-

ply the inhabitants of JtIonmouth Count; with five hundred
Flints. .

The Congress having proceeded to the election of a Clerk
or Assistant to the Auditor-General, the ballots being takl~n,
.Mr. William Webb was elected.

ALetter oLtbe 15th, from H. Beaumont, Sl'Irgeon of the
Twenty-Sixth Regiment, was laid before Congress, and reEld.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Pri-
soners.

Resolved, That the sum of 1000 Dollars be paid to :MeS:3rs.
Price and I-laywood, in consideration of their extraordinary
services in Canada.

Whereas much inconvenience may be derived' to the pub-
lick from Committees, other than the Committees of Safl)ty
in each Colony, on the publick post roads stopping and
opening the Mails, and detaining Letters from the Constitu-
tional Post:

.

Resolved, That no Committee but the Councilor Com-
.mittee of Safety in each Colony, or such persons as tbey
shalJ, on extraordinary occasions, authorize, shall stop the
Constitutional Post, open the Mail, or detain any Letters
therefrom.

Resolved, That the President write to Commodore 1lop-
kins, and direct him to send a complete list and state of
the stores taken and brought from Providence, with the s:izes
of the Cannon, &c.; and in case he should have left Ncw-
London, that Governour Trumbull be desired to order a list
of the stores left at New-London by Commodore Hopkins
to be made out, and transmitted to Congress.

Resolved, That the Cannon and such other of the stores
as are not necessary for the fleet, be landed and left at lvcw-
London, and that such of the Cannon and wh,eels as Go-
vernour Trumbull shall direct, may be employed for the de-
fence of that Harbour, during the pleasure of the Congreo;s.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Wednesday, April 17, 1776.

Res6lved, That an Order be drawn on the Treasurers for
10 Dollars, in favour of John Avery, Jun., an express from
Commodore Hopkins, he to account.

The Committee of Claims reported; that there is due,
To John Avery, Jun., for riding express from Commo-

dore 1lopkins and back again, the sum of 40.7 Dollars.
Ordered, That the same be paid.
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Resolved, That the Marine Committee be instructed to
recommend to the Congress proper persons for Commission
Officers for the Frigates now building, and tbat the Warrant
Officers be appointed by the said Committee; and that they
fit said Frigates for sea with all expedition.

That the Marine Committee recommend to Congress pro-
per persons to be Agents for prizes in the several Colonies.

That a bounty of eight DolJars be aJlowed by the pub-
lick to the owner of every American vessel for every able
seaman that he shall import into the United Colonies, over
and above the number the said vessel carried out; and that
foreigners importing able seamen, over and above the ship's
company, and discharging them in the American Ports, shall
be entitled to the same bounty.

Resolved, That the nomination or appointment of Cap-
tains or Commanders of Continental vessels shall not esta-
blish rank, which is to be settled by Congress before Com-
missions are granted.

The Congress ha,ving proceeded to the. election of Cap-
tains for the two Frigates building in MassachulJett§-Bay,

William Manly andlsaac Cozneau, were elected.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be empowered to
give orders for the arming and manning abroad any of the
ships or vessels employed in the importation of cargoes for
the Continental account; the expenses and charges of such
armaments to be paid by the said Committee; they receiving
for the publick service, on the arrival of every vessel, all the
arms, ammuo.ition, and stores.

Resolved, Tbat the Secret Committee be empowered to
import cargoes of Salt on the Continental account, in sLlch
ships or vessels as they employ to carry outward cargoes,
and are obliged to insure on their return.

&solved, That the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania
be requested to pemlit John Young, Jun., and Johnson Smith,
to carry to Virginia all such Arms as they have already pur-
chased, or shall purchase in Pennsylvania, for the use of the
Continental Army in the said Colony of Virginia, before the
1st day of lUay next; not to exceed one thousand stand in
the whole.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to
supply Mr. Thomas Leaming with two hundred pounds of
Powder for the Militia of Cape-May, he paying for the
same.

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer at New- York
be directed to order two Companies of Colonel Dayton's
Battalion to march to Cape-~lay, and there to remain till
further orders.

Resolved, That the Petition of Dr. Jackson be referred
to the Committee of Claims. .

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morro
I'

Thursday, April 18, 1776.

A Letter of the 15th, from Gen\'ral Washington; and
A Letter of tbe 7th of November, from the Rev. Samuel

Langdon, accompanied with a Letter from General Put-
nam, and Colonels Glover, Bridge, Frye, and Prescott; also,

A Letter from Jo.mes Warren, Esquire, Paymaster-Ge-
neral, desiring leave to resign, were laid before Congress, and
read. .

Resolved, That the said Letters be referred to a Com-
mittee of three.

The Members chosen, Mr. Read, Mr. Clinton, and Mr.
Braxton.

A Letter from Elizabeth Seymour, widow of the late Mas-
ter of the Cabot, was laid before Congress, and reac!.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Marine Committee.
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be di-

rected to prepare and report a draft of Instructions to George
Morgan, Esq., Agent under the Commissioners for Indian
Affairs in the Middle Department.

A Letter of the 6th, from Brigadier-General Lewis, and a
Letter of the same date from Major-General Lee, being re~
ceived,were read, and referredto Mr. Read, Mr. Clinton,
and Mr. Braxton.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To Dr. Samud Treat, for Medicine, and for attendinfT

the Troops at Burlington, the sum of 273.7 Dollars;
<>
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To John BuT!, Esq., for expenses in conducting money
to the Camp at Cambridge, the sum of 155 Dollars;

To Jacob Ming, for Wagon age, the sum of 107.5 Dol-
lars j

To Robert Kennedy, for necessaries fumisbed Captain
lUorgan's Company, the sum of [>44Dollars, of which sum
189.2 Dollars, being for Rifles, Shirts, &c., to be charged to
the said Company;

To Thaddeus Burr, for money paid by him for Horse-
hire, &c., the sum of 37.2 Dollars, which ought to be charged
to Jacob IIiltzheimer, Express-master;

To sundries, on certificates produced by Thomas .Johnson, .
Esq., for Provisions, &c., for General Lee's Guard, the sum
of 10.7 Dollars; and for a Rifle delivered to Captain Cre-
sap's Company, to be charged to the said Company, the
sum of 10.6 Dollars;

To Jane Allen, for necessaries to several Companies of
Continental Troops, the sum of 52.9 Dollars, of which sum
40 Dollars ought to be charged to the First Pennsylvania
Battalion, and deduc;ted from the Commissary's Account;

To Dr. Hall Jackson, for his services as Surgeon, the
sum of 130 Dollars, and that the same ought to be paid to
Elbridge Gerry, Esq.; .

To William
'
mith, for Medicines, Instruments, &c., for

the Delaware Battalion, the. sum of :257.4 Dollars.
To Timothy Shalar, for expenses in bringing Prisoners

from Egg-Harbour, the sum of 37.5 Dollars;
Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
The Marine Committee having recommended gentlemen

for Captains of the Hornet and Wasp, the Congress pro-
ceeded to an election, and the ballots being taken and ex-
amined,

William Hallock was elected Captain of the Hornet,
and Alexander Captain of the Wasp.

.

The Committee appointed to consider the propriety of
estab]ishing a 'Yar Office, brought in their Report; which
was read.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Friday, April 19, 1776.

A Letter of the 2£1,from Govemour Trumbull, with a Pe-
tition from Noah Phelps, being laid before Congress and
read,

Resolved, That they be referred to the Committee on
Qualifications.

Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed to
examine and ascertain the value of the several species of
Gold and Silver Coins current in these Colonies, and the
proportions they ought to bear to ..''rpanish milledDollars.

The Members chosen, Mr. Duane, Mr. Wythe, Mr. J.
Adams, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Johnson, and Mr.
Whipple.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To Peter Brunner, for necessaries furnished to Captain

Nelson's Company by himself and Abraham Vanhorn, the
sumof 25.2 Dollars,which ought to be charged to Captain
Nelson;

To Mary Miller, for Provisions, &c., furnished to Gene-
ral Lee's Guard, the sum of 16.5 Dollars;

To Jacob Frantz, for Horse-hire, in carrying Brigadiel'-
General Woedtkc's baggage to New- York, the sum of 47.5
Dollars.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.

Resolved, That Letters which are directed for any Gen-
eral in the Continental service, commanding in a separate
department, be carried free of postage by the Constitutional
Post.

The Committee appointed to prepare Instructions to
George Morgan, Esq., brought in a draft, which, being read,
was agreed to, as foHows:

To GEORGEMORGAN,Esq., AIJent under the Commission-
ers Jor INDIANAffairs in the Middle Department.

SIR : You are required to provide that the Great Belt
presented to the Indians last fall at Pittsburgh, be forward-
ed, with all convenient expedition, to the Sachems and
Warriors of the 'Vestern Nations, and endeavour, to the
utmost of your power, to convince them of the good wishes

106
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and good intentions of Congress for and towards them, and
to cultivate harmony and friendship between them and the
white people; and to give Congress the most early intelli-
gence of any interruption thereof, or of any disturbance
which shall arise, and which you cannot quiet.

Acquaint the lndians that Congress have formed the best
''Plan they could devise to import foreign goods for their use,
and have ne&lected no probable means to procure them in
time; and it they should not be supplied so soon as they
may be wanted, the misfortune is to be ascribed to the com-
man enemies of them and us, who, by obstructing our trade,
as well as in numberless otber instances, are daily injuring
and distressing both; but that we have well-grounded hopes
of speedy relief, in expectation of which, and of greater ad-
vantages in prospect, the present inconveniences are borne
more patiently.

All differences and disputes that shall happen between
the lndians and white people, you will have adjusted and
determined in the mode prescribed by a resoh'e of Congress,
of which you have a copy; and you are directed, in a par-
ticular- manner, to prevent, as much as you are able, any
impositions upon the former by those who deal with them.
Ti'eat '111 those people with whom you may meet kindly
and hospitably. Inspire them with sentiments of justice
and humanity, and dispose them to introduce the tilts of
civil and social life, and to encourage the residence of hus-
bandmen and htlndicraftmen among them. Advise the Con-
gress, from time to time, of all occurrences toat may, in your
opinion, deserve their attention.

The Committee to whom General Washington's Letter,
of the 15th instant, as well as other Letters, were referred,
hrought in their Report; which, being taken into considera-
tion, was agreed to.

Whereupon, Resolvod, That General Washington may
order as many of the CaImon and Military Stores as are not
necessary for the Continental Fleet, and which were lately
brought into New-London, by the Commander thereof, to
any other place he may think proper; having regard only to
the pennission of Congress relative to the defence of the
Harbour of New-London, a copy of which ought to be sent
to General 1Vashington, and also a list of the Cannon and
Stores as transmitted to Congress.

Resolved, That the Resignation of James Warren, as Pay-
master-General of the Army, he accepted and entered ac-
cordingly; and that he be informed there are Superinten-
dents of the Treasury appointed, to whom he is to render
his Accounts and Vouchers.

Resolved, That another Paymaster-General be appointed,
and that the General be'iIJform~d thereof.

As it appears from the Certificates of four Colonels of Re-
giments at Cambj'idge, that the Rev. Dr. Samuel Langdon
did not only perform the duty of a Chaplain to their several
Regiments, for the space of six months, for which no other
Chaplain had been tlppointed, but also to the Army at
large:

Therefore, Resolved, That the said Dr. Langdon, having
received no compensation for those services, be paid the sum
of 300 Dollars.

Resolved, That three tons of Powder be immediately for-
warded to Virginia, for the use of the Army in the Southern
Department.

Resolved, That General Washington be made acquaint-
ed with General Lee's request of a Company of Artillery,
and be desired to furnish him with such a. CQmpany, if it
may be done consistent with the general good of the ser-
vice.

Resolved, That an immediate supply of Arms, Shoes, and
Blankets, be furnished for the Troops in Virginia, and that
some proper persons be appointed to procure them, subject
to the orders of Congress already entered inlo.

Resolved, That Mr. Ephraim Blaine be appointed to pur-
chase a quantity of Blankets, not exceeding five thousand,
and also tbat he be directed to purchase five thousand pair
of Shoes, to be sent to Virginia, to the Commanding Offi-
cer at Williamsburgh.

Resolved, That lWonday next be assigned for the election
of Ii Paymaster-General.

Resolved, That Mr. Thomas Lowry, CQmmissary, be di-

rected to purchase and forward to General Sclmyler, with all
convenient despatch, two thousand barrels of Pork, for the
use of the Army in Canada, and that he be 1upplied whh
a sum not exceeding 20,000 DoHars for that purpose, he to
be accountable.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to confer with
Mr. Price be directed to bring in a resolution to enable
Messrs. Price and Haywood to draw for the balance of th,~
money mdered to be paid them by the resolutions of the 3d
and 16th of this month.

Resolved, Tbat Messrs. Du Montesson, Ilevieux, L,rj
MarquR, Du .Massaux, Shemit, Giasson, and Gamelin, Ca-
nadian Prisoners, at Bristol, be permitted to come to Phi'-
ladelphia, in order to purchase Clothes and othernecessarie~',
and to remain there ten days, and then return to Bristol.

The Committee to whom were referred the Letter from
General Washington, of the 4th, and the Letter from Gene-
ral Schuyler, of the 2d of this month, brought in their Re-
port.*

The Committee on Prisoll{~rs, having collected from the
Journals the several resolutiops respecting Prisoners, and
having made some amendments therein, submitted the::;ame
to Congress.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on lWonday.

Monday, April 22,,1776.

Sundry Letters, received since the adjournment, were laid
before Congress, and read, namely:

One from the Committee of Safety of Maryland, datEd
the] 8th;

One from Dr. Bnyd, of the 19th;
One from the Committee of Inspection of Laru:aster, of

the lIth;
One from the Canada Commissioners, dated Saratoga,

the 13th;

'.I1pril19, 1776. Report of (l,e Corn~!ittee 011 General SCHUYLE1t'9
Letter of the 2d .I1pril, J 776.

The Committec, to whom the Lettcr from Major-General Schuyler,
datcd the 2d day of this instant, .lJjJril, w~s referred, having examined the

.matter Ihereof, report, that a letter be written and sent to .4im, acquaint-
ipg him that Congress appmve the meaSllres hehat):I pursued for the
easy, expcditious, and cheap transportation of.the troops ordered to mareh
to Canada, with their baggage and the artillery stores ami provisions,
down Ihe 80,-el and St. Lawrence; and are we]]- pJea>ed witl} his be-
haviour towards the Indians, and with his message to them, and doubt
not that his vigilance, circumspection and injJuepce, will frustr.ate the .~t-
tempts of our enemies to disturb us .1fom that quarter: and, also, inforql-
ing him of the provision made for supplying the Army in Canada Wit"
pork.

.lJpril 25th, 1776. Pw,ther Report on General SCHUYLER'S Lette,',
Uc., of 2d .I1pril, 1776.

The Committee appoi.ted to consider the Letters from General Schuy-
ler, &c., relating to the Northern Army, beg leave to report the following'
Uesolutions, viz:

Resolved, That General Schuyler, or the Oommanding Officer of I.ho
Northern Army, be directed to cause a J,aboratory to be .erected at st:ch
place as he shall judge most convenient, to fix all the necessary Aa1l1m-
nit ion for the ensuing campaign. .

Resolved, That fiftee.n Companies, consisting ofa Captain or an Over-
seer, and thirty men 'each, b!, engaged for the Batt.eau service, and be oc-
casionally employed on the highways, and other works in the Quarter-
master,Generat's Department. And that four Companies .of Car.penh",s,
to consist of an Overseer and twenty..five meJ1~each, be engaged \11 m.o
manner.

For the better regulating Wagons in the Northern Army,

Re.~olved, That two Wagons be a!Jowed to every Company on a
march, and one Wagon to the Colonel, one to the Lieutenant-ColOI)el
and Major, one to the Staff of a Regiment, and one for the particular .USC
of the Virector of the Hospital; each Wagon to be drawn hy two bomca,
(cxcept to the Colonel's, which is to be allowed four horses,) and suhject to
such orders as shall from time to time be issued by the General or 'Com-
manding Officer.

Re8Qlved, 'fhat if any Commissioned or Non,Commi,ssioned Officer
shall employ more carriages than are mentioned in the foregoing resolu-
tion, he shal! not be allowed to make a pulJlick charge of ii, bllt shall pay
the customary price himself. And on his refusal or neglect of so doing,
he shall be subjecllo be fined by a Court-Martial in treble the s!Jm, ope-
third part of such fine to he for the use of th.e owner of the Wagon or
other carriage so emp!oyed, and Ihe olher" hvo-thirds to the Paymaster,
for the publick use. The part adjudged to Ihe owner of the cart'iage
shall be paid to him by a Quartermaster, on tbe certificate of tb~ President
of the Court-Martial, who shall transmit the whole fil)e t.o t\l~ p'~yma!tcr,
in order that the same may be deducted from the pay of the delinquent.

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to order sixty tonH of
Ca.nnon Powder al1J! thirty-four tons of Musket Powder, to be immedi-
ately sent to General Sclmylel', for tbe use of the .Northern. Army, pro-
vided Ihose quantities c.an be spared consistent with the safety of the
several States.
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One from General Washington, of the 19th;
One from General Schuyler, of the 12th, enclosing sundl'y

Letters and papers from Canada; and
One from the Committee of Inspection of West-Aug,ltsta,

with sundry papers enclosed.
Resolved, That the four I.st, with the papers enclosed,

be referred to Mr. R.,H. Lee, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Jay, Mr.
Braxton, and Mr. J(jhnsmi.

Resolved, That the considerationof the Letter from the
Conjmittee of Safety of 1tlaryland be postponedtill to-
morrow.

The Committee appointed to prepare a Resolve respect-
ing Messrs. Price and Haywood, brought in the same.

Whereupon, Resolved, That Messrs. Price and Haywood
be empoweredto draw Billsof Exchange on the President
of Congress, for the sum of 48,:358.6 Dollars, payable the
5th of July next, in specie; it being the balance of a sUm
specified in a resoJve of the 3d of April instant, after de-
ducting 16,000 Dollars, for which they received an Order
Onthe Trea,surers the 12th; and tlley are further empowered
to draw BiTls as ak>resaid for 1000 Dollars, ordered to be
paid them by a resolve of the 6th instant.

Resolved, That the Commissioners gone to Canada be
desired and empoweredto settle the Accounts of Messrs.
Price and Haywood, to the 5th of February last, or to
employproper persons to examine the same, and compare
the vouchers with the several articles of said Accounts, and
return a certificate toCongress of the balance justly due to
Messrs. Price and Haywood, from the United Colonies, to
that date, with the vouchers for expenditures and supplies
by orders of General JUontgomeryand General JVooster.

Resolved, That the said Commissioners be requested to
return to Congress a list of such persons as are account-
able to the United Colonies for any part of the articles or
expenditures comprised in Messrs. Price and llaywood's
Accounts, witb the respeetive sums such persons are charge-
able with, and deliver copies thereof to the commanding
officers, that the proper deductions may be made from the
pay of the officers and men.

Resolved, That an Order for 1000 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasurers, in favour of 1\11'.~am!lel Fairlamb, for the
use of Colonel Wayne's Battalion, he to be accountable.

The Committee on Qualifications having recommended
Mr. Jacob Weaver to an Ensigncy, which is vacant, in the
Third Pennsybwnia Battalion;

Resolved, That he be appointed, and that a Commission
be accordingly granted to him.

The several matters. referred to this day being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Tucsday, April 23, 1776.

A Letter, of the 12th, fi'om Major-General TJ'tlrd, being
received and read, repeating his desire for leave to resign,

Resolved, That tbe resignation of Major-General Ward,
and o( Brigadier-General Frye, be accepted, and that the
President inform them thBreof by Letter.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To Robert Erwin, for vVagonage, the sum of 873.8

DQl]ars;
To John Dunn, the balance in full due to Colonel Heard's

Battalion, for their pay, subsistence, &c., on the expedition
tQ Long-Island, the sum of 2453.7 Dollars.

Ordered, That the same be paid.

The Marine Committee having, agreeably to the orders
of Congress, recommended gentlemen to be Agents for
Prizes in the several Colonies,

Resolved, That Captain John Bradford be appointed
for the Colony of Massachusetts-Bay, Daniel Tillinghast
for Rhode-Island, lVathaniel Shaw, Jun., for Connecticut,
Jacob!ls Vt!nzandt for New- York, John Nixon and John
1l1ax;well Nesbit for Pennsylvania, T-Villiam Lux for Mary-
land, John Tazewell for Virginia, Cornelius Harnett for
Wilmington, Richard Ellis for Newbern, and Robert Smith
for Edenton, in Nort.h- Carolina, with power, to each, to
appoint one or more Deputies, if necessary.

TJw Committee to whom the Letters from General PVash-
ington, General Schuyler, and the Letters from Canada and

Pittsburgh, were referred, brought in their Report;* which
was taken into consideration:

Whereupon, Resolved, That the President signify to Colo-
nel Hazen the approbation of Congress for his Letter, and
attention to the publick good.

Resolved, That 300,000 Dollars be ir!mediately sent to
General Schuyler, for supplying and paying the Army in
Canada.

Resolved, That the Commissioners.ofCongress to Canada
be desired to publish an Address to the People of Canada,
signifying that Congress has been informed of injuries offered
by our people to some of them, expressing our resentment
at such misconduct; assuring them of our attachment to
their security; inviting them to state their grievance~.to our
Commissioners, and promising ample ,redress to them, and
exemplary punishment to the offenders.

Resolved, That Instructions be sent to the Commissioners
to cause justice to be done to the Canadians, agreeable to
the tenour of tbe above resolve.

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer in C(1nada be
directed to be very attentive to IVTilitaryDiscipline, and in-
flict exemplary punishment on all those who shall violate
the Military Regulations established by Congress.

Resolved, That General JVashington be directed to send
six Battalions into Canada from the Army of New- York.

Resolved, That a Letter be written by the President to
General Washington, requesting his opinion whether any
flll'theradditionalTroops arc necessary to be sent for the
reduction of Quebeck, and for the security of Canada; and,
if he shall think more Troops necessary, whether they can,
with safety, be spared from the Army now in New- York.

Resolved, That if any of the Troops from New-Jersey
or Pennsylvania, which were raised at 5 Dollars a month,
be sel1t to Canada, they shall. be allowed at the rate of 6j
Dollars a month, from the time they begin their march.

Resolved, That the fiJrtber consideration of the Report
be postponed till to-morrow.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

. Wednesday, April 24,17'/6.

A Memorial from the Committee of Inspection and Ob-
servation of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, was
presented Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred t9 a Committee of three.

. Report on the Letter8 received APRIL 16, 1776, relating to SupPlier
for the .I1rmy, and .fuljilment of Promi8eB to lNUIANIi.

Re80lved, That an expedition against Delr'oit be' undertakcn.
Re80lved, That proper measures be taken to send a Schoolmaster,

Clergyman, Farmer,andBlacksmith, to the Delawa1'e8, agreeable to the
promise of Congress.

Re80lved, That no Trader ought to go into the Indian country
without license from the Agent in the Department, and care to be taken
hy him to Plevent exorbitant prices for Goods being cxactcd from the
k~_ .

ReBolved, That a ton of Powder bo sent to Mr. .'/forgan, to b&
distributed to such Indian8 as the Agent shall be convinced arc in onr
interest.

Re80l-txd, That mcasures be immediately taken to procure Goods to
supply the Indian8 at the Treatie~ ordered to be held with them.

Re80lved, That no surveys, settlements, or encroachments, be mad&
on the Indian country.

Re80lved, That thc President signify tM approbation of Congress to
Colonel Hazen for his Lettcr, and attention to the pqblick good.

Re8olved, That 300,000 Dollars be immediately scnt to General
Schuyler, for supplying and paying the Army in Canada.

Resolved, That the Commissioners from Congrells to Canada be
dcsired to publish an Address to the People of Canada, signi(ying that
Congress /Jas been informed of injuries offered by our people to some 0
them, exprcssing our resentment at their misconduct; assuring thcm of
our attachment to tbeir security; inviting thcm to state their grievances
to our Comm!s~ioners, and promising ample redress to them, and
exemplary pUlllshment to the offenders.

Re80l-t!ed, That Instructions be sent to the Commissioners to canse
justice to be done to the Canadians, agreeable to the lenour of the above
resolve.

Re80lved, That the Commanding Officer in Canada bc directed to .
be very attentivc to Military Discipline. and inflict exemplary punish.
ment on all who shall violate the Military Regulatious establish cd by
Congress.

Re8011!ed, That General Wa8hington be directed to send six Battalions
into Canada from the Army at New: YOl'lc.

Re80lved, That the Committee of the .~£a88achu8ett8- Ba.y, and New-
Hamp8hire, and the Governours of Connecticut and Rhode-Island, be
carnestly requested to take the most speedy and effectual measures to
collect as much hard money iu their respectivt>Colonies as possible, scnd
the same, as collected, to General Schuyler, and draw upon the Pre~ident
of the Congress for the ,amount. .
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The Members chosen, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Duane, and Mr.
- Alexander.

Mr. R. ~~lorrisreported that, in pursuance of the Order
of Congress, he has purchased and delivered to Mr. James
Price Bills of K\!i-hange to the amount of 3000 Pounds,
sterlfng, for which he produced Mr. Pl7ce's receipt.

Resolved, That an Order for 14,800 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasurers, in favour of Mr. R. jUorris, in full for the
above Bills of Exchange.

Resolved, That the Committees appointed to confer with
Mr. Price be directed to draw up Instructions to him, for
his government, in disposing and laying out the money put
'into his hands.

.

Resolved, That Mr. Trumbull, the Commissary-Genera],
be directed to provide and forward to Genera] Schuyler, two
thousand barrels of Pork, with all possible despatch, for the
use of the Continental Army in Canada; and that the said
Commissary be supplied with a sum not exceeding twenty
thousand Dollars for that purpose, he to be accountable for
the same.

Re$olved, That :Mr. Alsop, 1'11".Sherman, aud Mr. Lewis,
be requested to purchase and forward, with all convenient
despatch, to Genera! Schuyler, for the use of the ContineIj-
tal Army in Canada, ten thousand pair of Shoes, ten thou-
sand pair of Stockings; and that] 5,000 DanaI's be advanced
to them for those purposes, they to be accountable.

Resolved, That a Letter be written to General Schuyler,
to inform him of the ten additional Battalions lately ordered
for Canada, and of the four thousand batTels of Pork, an~
the ten thousand pair of Shoes, and ten thousand pair of
Stockings, ordered by Congress to be sent to him; and to
desire him to pursue the best means for furnishing such other
necessary articles of clothing and food as may be wanting
for the Continental Army in Canada, having regard to such
of these as Mr. Price, the Commissary in that Province, can
supply there; also, that General Schuyler be desired to in-
form the President what quantity of Gunpowder he has
received for Canada since the 1st of January last; and
that he continue, as hitherto, to give the earliest notice to
Congress of the occasion for filrther supplies of this and
other necessaries that may be wanting, and not in his power
to procure.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to for-
ward fi'om Mr. Wisner's and Mr. Livin!{ston's Powder-Mills,
five tons of Powder to General Schuyler, to be by him for-
warded to Canada.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To John Gibson, Agent, appointed by the Commissioners

for Indian Aft'1irs, for sundry services in the Middle Depart-
ment, by order of the Commissioners, the sum of 317.9
Dollars;

To John Davis, for Wagonage for the Sixth Pennsylva-
nia Battalion, the sum of 60 Dollars;

To Furman and Hunt, for Provisions, &c., for the Pri-
soners at Trenton, the sum of 183.8 Dollars;

To Duncan McDonald, the sum of 15.8 Dollars, of which
sum, 13.6 Donars ought to be charged to Captain Hendrick's
Company, and 2.2 Dollars to Captain Cluggage's Company,
for goods furnished to the said Companies; and that the
same ought to be paid to Ephraim Blaine, Esq. ;

To JVlargaret Smith, for nursing two men in the small-
pox, belonging to Captain Benezet's Company, the Sllm of
Q4 Dollars.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.

The Convention of South-Carolina having appointed
Delegates to represent that Colony in Congress, the Creden-
tials of their appointment were presented to Congress, and
read, as follows:

"In Congress, Charlestown, South-Carolina, February 16, 1776.

"Resolved,That ThomasLynch, John Rutledge,Edward. Rutledge, Arthur Middleton, and Thomas Heyward, Jun.,
Esquires, be, and they are hereby appointed and fillly autho-
rized, to represent this .Colony in the Continental COJlgress,
for one year next ensumg.

"
lUarch 23, 1776.-Resolved, That the Delegates of this

Colony in tbe Continental Congress, or a majority of such
of them as shall at any time be present in the said Congress,
or any 009 of the said .Delegates, if no more than one shall
be present, be, and'they an.d he are, and is, bereby autho-

rized and empowered, for and in behalf of this Colony, to
concert, agree to, and execute every measure which they
or he, together with a majority of the Continental Congress"
shall judge necessary for the defence, security, interest, or
welfare of this Colony in particular, and of Amm'ica in ge..
nera!.

"Resolved, That another Delegate be forthwith chosen by
balJot by this Congress, to represent this Colony in the Can..
tinental Congress, in addition to, and with as full powers, in
all respects, as the Delegates already chosen have and are
invested with.

"Tbe Congress then proceeded to ballot for said Delegate,
and Thomas Lynch, Jun., Esq., appearing to be~ and being
declared, duly chosen,

"Resolved, That Thomas Lynch, Jun., Esq., be, and he
is hereby, appointed a sixth Delegate from this Colony, to
represent the same in the Continental Congress.

"A true copy: PETER TUIOTHY, Secretary."
The Congress resolved itself into a Committee of the

Whole, to take into constderation General TYashing-ton',.
Letter of the 27th of March last, relative to Nova-Scatia,
and the petition from some inhabitants of that Colony; and,
after some time spent thereon, the President resumed the
chair, and Mr. IIarrison reported, that the Committee have
h~d under consideration the Letter referred to them, but not
having come to any determination thereon, desired him t()

move for leave to sit again.
Resolved, That Congress will, to-monow, resolve itself

into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their further
consideration the Letter from General Washington of the
Q7th of March, and the Petition enclosed therein.

The other matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Thursday, April 25, 1776.

Two Lettl;'rs from General Washington, of the QQd and
Q3d, were laid before Congress, and read.

Resolved, That they be referred to a Committee of three.
The Members chosen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. J. Adams,

and Mr. Hewes.

Resolved, That an Order for 2000 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasurers, in favour of Ephraim Blaine, Esq., for tho
purpose of purchasing Shoes and Blankets for tbe Continen-
tal Troops in Virginia, he to be accountable.

The Committee on Qualifications having recommenrled
Thomas Holland to be a Second Lieuten.ant)[1 tht3 Dela-
ware Battalion, in the room of James 1HcDonough, deceas-
ed, and John Corse, Ensign, in the room of Thomas lIol~
land,

Resolved, That they be accepted, and that Commissions.
be granted to them accordingly.

The Commiitee to whom the Petition of Noah Phelps
was referred, brought in their Report, which was agreed to.

Whereupon, Resolved, That the Committee of Ins~ec-
tion of the City of Albany be requested to adjust Mr. l\Ioah
Phelps's account of services performed at Ticonderoga; and
that Mr. Noah Phelps be allowed aJld paid fi)r his further
services, including those of Contractor from the time of his
joining General Montgomery, at the rate of one doHar for
each day, until he quitted the service, and an equivalent to
a Captain's rations during the said time, provided he has
not already received them; the latter account to be settled
by General .'Schuyler, who is requested to pay to the said
Noah Phelps what may appear to be due to him. fpr the
whole of his services aforesaid.

The Committee to whom the Letter from Lord Stirling,
of the 10th of March last, with the papers therein enclosed,
was referred, brought in their Report; which was read.

Ordered, To. lie on the table.

On application from the Committee of Lower Pennsneck,
in the County of Salem, in New-Jersey,

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to seU
to the said Committee seventy-five pounds of Gunpowder.

Resolved, That a copy of the intercepted Letter fi'Qrl1
John Butler, at Niagara, dated the 29th of February last,
to Mr. Alexander lYlcGee, be sent to General .'Schuyler.

Resolved, That a copy of the Report of the Committee
appointed to inquire into the truth and foundation of the
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story, "that the Indians have been invited by Governour
Penn to come to Pltiladelphia," be sent to General &huy-
lu;* and that General ,Schuyler be directed to cause the
person to be arrested who pretended to have carried such
invitation .fa the Indians.

The Comniittee of Claims reHorted, that there is due,
For the expenses of General Lee's Guard, the sum of

10.8 DolJars, and that the same ought to be paid to Timo-
thy .Matlack; ."

On a draft drawn by Ephraim Blaine, Esquire, on the
Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the Middle Department,
in favour of Samuel Semple, the sum of 77 DolJars, for ex-
penses of the said Commissioners, and that the said sum
ought to be paid to Robert Milkr, Esquire, of the County
of Cumberland;

For the subsistence of A. Bill Brice, Captain of the
Seventh Regiment of Foot, or Royal Fusileers, the sum of
39.5 Dollars, and that the same ought to be paid to Tho-
mas ft'[cKean, Esquire, and charged to the said Captain.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, Congress resolved
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their fur-
ther consjderation the Letter fi'om General TVashington, of
the 27th March last, and the papers therein enclosed; and,
after some time, the President resumed the chajr, and Mr.
Rarrison reported, that the Committee had come to a Re-
solution on the matter referred to them; which he read and
delivered in.

The Report being again read,
Resolved, That the consideration thereof be postponed.

Information being given to Congress, that Allan Cameron,
who is confined in Jail, is in sllch a state of health as to re-
quire the attendance of a Physician, and that he is desirous
of the assistance of Dr. Cadwallader: .

Res()lved, That Dr. Cadwallader have leave to attend
him."

The several matters to this day referred, being post-
poned,

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Friday. April 26, 1776.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to set-
tle and pay to the Colony of Connecticut the Powder lent
by the said ColQny to General TVashington, for the use of
tbe Continent, and to act as they shall judge best for the
publick service, and the benefit of Connecticut, in exchan-
ging the Powder which said Colony has in Philadelphia,
for Powder in the Eastern Ports belonging to the Conti-
nent.

Resolved, That the sum of 50,000 Dollars be sent to the
Committee of Safety of Virginia, and that the Presjdent
write to the said Committee, and request them to use their
ut!ll0st endeavours to ha ve .it exchanged for Specie, and re-
mIt tbe same to the Contmental Treasurers; and, in case
they can procure more Specie, that they send it, and draw
for the amount on the Paymaster in Virginia, who is order-
ed to pay such drafts.

Resolved, That the sum of 250,000 Dollars be sent to
the Paymaster in Virginia, for the use of the Continental
Troops, he to be accountable.

A Letter from Dr. Cadwallader was laid before Congress,
and read, giving an account of A. Cameron's state of health.
Whereupon,

Resolved, That the said A. Cameron be allowed the
bene~t of air in his ~oom, and of walking an hour every
mornlOg III the yard, In company or presence of the Jailer
and that his uncle, Dr. Me Clean, from New- York who i~
now in Philadelphia, be allowed to converse witl; hjm in
presence of the Jailer. .

Edmund Randolph, who was appointed Deputy Muster-
. Report of t"e Committee appointed to inquire into t"e trut" of the re-port respecting Governour PRXN'S inviting the INDIANSto PUILA.-

J>ELPHIA.

The Committce to whom Mr. Deane's Icttcfto Gcncral Schuyler was
~cferr~d, b~g ,leave to report, that, they ,have taken the only step which,
III theJr OpInIOn, could lead to an mvestlgation of the subject therein con-
tained, by waiting on his Honour Governour Penn. who has assured
them that his name has been used without his consent or privity; that
he has sent no message whatever to the Six Nations, nor had he ever a
thought of desiring the Six Nations to come to Philadelphia.

.

master-General of the Southern Department, having been
chosen by the citizens of lFilliamsburgh to represent them
in Convention, and an Ordinance having been passed, ex-
cluding aJl persons holding any military post of profit from
a seat therein, begged leave to resign his office:

Resolved, That the resignation of Mr. Randolph be ac-
cepted.

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to take
into consideration the state of the Eastern Department, and
report thereon.

The .Members chosen, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Johnson, ~Ir.
Wythe, Mr. Harrison, and Mr. .Duane. .

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To Dr. Robert Johnson, for attewlance on the Sixth Bat-

talion, and for Medicines, the sum of 53.1 Dollars.
Ordered, That the said Account be paid.

The Committee to whom the Letters from General
Washington of the 22d and 23d in.stant, were referred,.
brought in their Report, which was taken into consideration:
.Whereupon,

Resolved, That the pay of the Aids-de-Camp of the
Commander-in-Chief be raised to forty Dollars a month.

Resolved, That none of the Troops already raised be,
for the present, disbanded for want of Arms; and that the
General apply to the Conventjon and Committee of Safety
of New- York, for such Arms as may have been collected
under the resolve of Congress for disarming Non-Associa-.
tors and disaffected persons, or any other Arms they can
supply, and that they be delivered to the New- York
Troops.

;
.

Resolved, That Mr. Baldwin, the Assistant-Engineer,
ordered to Canada, be aJ1owed, in consideration of his merit,
the pay and rank of Lieutenant-Co~onel on the Continental
establishment.

Resolved, That the respective Governments from whence
Militia have come for the defence of the City of New- York,
be desired speedily to transmit to Congress authenticated
Muster-Rolls, and accounts of Moneys due to such respec-.
tive Militias, in order to their being immediately settJed and
discharged. .

Resolved, That Congress approve the assistance given
by the General to Commodore Hopkins.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report
be postponed till to-morrow.

The Congress then took into consideration the Report of
,the Committee on the Petition of Colonel James Easton:
Whereupon,

Resolved, That the claims of the persons concerned in
the surprise and reduction of the Fortress of Ticonderoga,
having already been submitted by Congress to the Commit-
tee of Albany, the Petitioner be referred ,to the said Com-
mittee of Albany for a settlement of his demand on that
account.

As from the testimonials produced by the Petitioner, it
appears that he and his Battalion behaved with great diJi-
gence, activity, and spirit in the successful enterprise agajnst
General Prescott, and the Vessels and Troops under his
command, in the River Sorel, in which important service
they were joined by Colonel Bedel and a part of his Regi-
ment; that to encourage the party employed in that impor-
tant service, the late Major-General Montgomery promised
them all the publick Stores which should be takenjn the
Vessels under General Prescott's command, exce pting Am-
munition and Provision~; and as the Petitioner alleges that
no part of those Stores was delivered, nor any composition
made to the Troops concerned in the acquisition: There-
fore,

Resolved, That it be recommended to the General com-
manding in Canada, to appoint Commissioners to estimate
all the publick Stores taken with General Prescott, (except-
ing Ammunition and Provisions,) and pay the value there-
of among the officers and men employed in that service, in
such proportions as the Commissioners shall determine.

As the Petitioner's account of moneys r~ceived, and dis-
bursements made by him fop the use of his Regiment, on
which he claims a balance, can, for want of proper vouchers
and information here, on ly be adjusted in Canada, where the
business was transacted,

Resolved, That the same be referred for settlement in .
such mode as the Commissioners from Congress, in that
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Proyinee, shall direct. But as the Petitioner is in want of
mOney,

Resolved, That 200 Dollars be advanced to him, in part
Of his demand against the United Colonies.

With regard to the Petitioner's request that a Court of
IJlquiry may be called respecting the charge against him and
Major Brown, for plundering the effects of the prisoners:
as Brigadier~General Arnold, in his letter of tbe 1st of Fe-
bruary last, alleges that the Petitioner and Major Brown
had been publickly accused of plundering the officers' bag-
gage taken at Sorel, contrary to the articles of capitulation,
and to the great scandel of the American arms; for which
reason, he deelared it to be his opinion, that it wou]d give
great disgust to the Army in general if either of them should
be promoted until these matters were cJearcd up ; and as the
Petitioner asserts his innocence, decJaring that he neither
plundered, nor directed, nor was privy to the plundering of
any prisoner ()r other person whatever; considering, there-
fore, on one hand, t~le aggravated nature of this charge,
w4ich is an impediment to the Petitioner's promotion, and,
on the other, the great confidence reposed in him by Gene-
ral .M()ntgomery, and the essential service which the Peti-
tioner has rendered to his country:.

Resolved, That the Commissioners from Congress, in Ca-
nada, be instructed to cause inquiry to be made, by a Court-
Martial or otherwise, into the charge against the Petitioner,
giving him an opportunity of making his defence; and that
the proceedings thereon be transmitted to Congress, in order
that justice may be done to the Petitioner, if he has been ac-
cused without sufficient reason.

The severlll matters to this day referred, being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Saturday, April 21, 1716.

Resolved, That an Order for 350 Dollars be drawn on the
Treasurers, in favour of Mr. EdYr of which 250 for himself,
and 100 for his attendant, Isaiah Beaudreau, for services
done.

Sundry Letters and papers from N()rth- Carolina were
laid before Congress, and read, viz:

An Affidavit of Thomas Higgins and James McClery,
respecting the capture of Captain TV.Ginn's Brig;

. A Letter from Samuel J()hnst()n, President of the Conven-
tion of North- Carolina, dated the 10th instant, enclosing
stmdry Resolves of the said Convention, of the 9th, 10th, and
13th, of the satlle month; and an extract of a Letter £I.om
Brigadier-General.Moore.

Resolved, That the Affidavit be delivered to the Secret
Committee; and that the other papers be referred to a Com-
mittee of three:

The Members chosen, 1\11".Duane, Mr. Sherman, and 1\11'.
Alexander.

Congress proceeded to the election of a Paymaster-Ge-
neral, in the room of 1\Ir. Warren, whose resignation was ac-
cepted; and tbe ballots being taken and examined, William
Palfrey, Esquire, was elected.

Resolved, That a Mustermaster be elected, in the mom
or Mr. Edmund Randol:ph, whose resignation was accepted.

The ballots being taken and examined, William Yates was
elected.

Congress also proceeded to the election of a Deputy Com-
missary-General, for supplying the Troops in Virginia with
Rations; and the ballots being taken and examined, William
Aylet, Esquire,.was elected.

Resolved, That Mr. R()dney and Mr. Rl;ad be added to
the Committee appointed to contract for supp]ying the Troops
in the Barracksn at .Phil«del:phia, and the Battalion in the
Lower COQnties. On Delaware.

A Memorial from the Committee of Safety of Pennsyl-
vania was presented to Congress, and read.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday.

.
Monday,April 29, 1776. .

Snndry Letters and papers being received, were laid be-
fare Congress, and read, viz :

A Letter of the 25th, fromGeneral Washington, enclosing
a Ret\lfU of the Army at Nl;w- York;

A LeUer from Major WrixmJ, declining to accept the
Commission of Chief Engineer;

A Letter from the Council of Safety of JIIlaryland,with
the Examination of Alt;xlP\derRos8,and sundry papers found
in his possession.

Resolved, That the Letter from General Washingt()n, and
the Letter from the Council of Safety of Maryland, with
Mr. Ross's papers, be referred to a Committee of five.

The Members chosen, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Rutledge, Mr.
Goldsborough, Mr. Payne, and Mr. Rodney.

Also, a Letter of the 19th, from General Lee; one from
Thomas Bul/itt; and a Petition from Dr. J. p()tts, were
read, and referred to the said Committee.

Resolved, That Letters be written by the President to
General Schuyler and the Committee of Safety of New-
York, desiring them to inform this Congress whether the
Continental commissions sent to them for theOfficers.of the
Troops raised by Connecticut the last campaign, were deli-
vered or offered to them, Drto any, and which of them, and
whether any, and which of them, refused, or accepted the
same; and particular

.

ly, whether co
.

mmissions were
.
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to Colonel Waterbury and Colonel East()n, and whether they
refused accepting them.

Resolved, That Gaptain Peter Adams, from Maryland,
under whose custody Alexander Ross was brought to Phi-
ladelphia, be dismissed, and that the said Alexander Ross
be committed to the care of the Officer commanding the
Continental Troops in PennBylvania.

Resolved, That a Standing Committee be appointed for
Indian Aft'\irs; that it consist of five; that the election of
the Members be postponed till to-morrow.

Resolved, That the Congress, relying on the integrity and
honourof Captain A. McGee, order that he be permitted to
go at large, on giving his parole to.the Committee of West-"
Augusta nGt to engage .or be concerned in any measure
injurious to these Colonies, by stimulating the Indian Nations
to make war against them, or otherwise.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
T~ Benjamin JIIlarshall, for tin Cartouch-Boxes, the sum

of 465 Dollars;
_ To Ephraim Bla.ine, Esquire, for Subsistence, Wagon age,
and Ferriages of the Sixth Pennsylvania Battalion, the SUlJl
of 2706 Dollars.

.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.

Congress resumed the consideration of the Report of the
Conlmittee Qn General Washington's Letter of the 19th,
&c.

Whereupon, Resolved, That the papers from FQrt Pitt
be referred to. the Committee appointed to consider the state
of Indian affairs in the Middle Department; and that the said
Committee be instructed to prepare a plan of an expedition
against FQrt D~tr()it, and anestimatJ: of the .expense.

Res()lved, That no Traders ought to go into the Ind£aTi
country without license from th~ Agent in the Department;
and that care be taken by him to prevent exorbitant prices
for goods being exacted fi'om thelndians~

Resolved, That a ton of Powder be sent to MI". Ge()rge
Morgan, to be distrjb\lted to. such JndianQ.. as he shaH be
convinced are in our interest.

Resolved, That measures be immediately taken to pro-
cure goods to supply the Indians at the Treaties order:ed to
be held with them.

Resolved, That the Councils of Massachusetts-Bay and
.Nefv-H(1mpshire, and the Governours of Connecticut and
Rhode-Island, be earnestly requested to take the most speedy
and effectual meaSures to collect as mqch hard money in
their respective Colonies as possible, and to send the same,
as collected, to General Schuyler, and draw upon the Pre-
sident of Congress for the amount.

Resolvea, That the further consideration of tbe. Report,
and the several matters to this day referred, be postponed
till to-morrow, to which time Congress adjourned.

Tuesday, April 30, 1776.

A Letter from Allan CameTQn, and a Letter from JohTli
Smith, of the 29th, were presented to Congress, and read.

Agreeable to order, Congress proceeded to the election of
a Standing Committee for Indian Affairs; and the ballo~i
being taken and examined,
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Mr. fflJlthe, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Wolcott, Mr. L. Morris,
and Mr. Rutledge, were elected.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To Matthew Swan, for carrying two brass Field-pieces

fmm Philadelphia to Williamsburgh, the sum of 93.6 Dol-
lars, over and beside the sum of 80 Dollars paid him by
Robert Erwin, and 13.3 Dollars paid by the Committee of
WilliaTl11lburgh ;

For House-rent, Carriage, and other contingent expensp.s
of the Fourth Pennsylvania Battalion, the sum of 358.6 Dol-
lars, and th3.t the same ought to be paid to John Harper,
Quartermaster of the said Battalion;

For Provisions for Captain Ross's Company, supplied by
Charles Jadcson, the sum of 9.1 Dollars, and that the same

ought to be paid to Timothy Matlack.
Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.

The Committee to whom was referred the Memorial from
the Committee of Inspection and Observation of the City and
Liberties of Philadelphia, praying the advice of Congress
whether they ought to continue the exercise of the power of
regulating the price of goods in other instances than that of
Gre~n Tea, brought in their Report; which, being taken
into consideration, was agreed to. Whereupon,

Resolved, That the ninth article of the Association, which
enjoined the inhabitants of the United Colonies to sell goods
and merchandise at the rates they had respectively been
accustomed to do for twelve months then last past, was, in
its nature, a temporary regulation, respecting the goods then
on hand; but as those goods are nearly consumed, and a
further supply must be obtained at an extraordinary risk and
expense, and it is reasonable that adventurers should be en-
couraged by a prospect of gain adequate to the danger which
may be incurred in the importation, and a free trade being
now opened from the United Colonies to all parts of the
world except the dominions belonging to the King of Great
Britain,

Resolved, That the power of Committees of Inspection
and Observation to regulate the prices of goods, in other in-
stances than the article of Green Tea, ought to cease.

Ordered, That the above be published.

Congress took into consideration the Report of the Com-
mittee on General Washington's Letter of the ~4th of March.
\Vhereupon,

'

Resolved, That the Vessels which were left in the Docks
and Harbour at Bostpn,by tbe enemy, and which different
persons claim as their property, ought to be restored to their
former owners, being inhabitants of these Colonies, on their
making proof of their title, unless the said parties so claim-
ing shall have been voluntarily active against the rights of
the United Colonies, by affording aid and assistance to the
British Fleet and Army; and tluit it be recommended to
the Government of Massachusetts-Bay to appoint Commis-
sioners to heal such claims, and determine on the sufficiency
of the pl'Oof thereof;

Provided, That any person apprehending himself or her-
self to be aggrieved by the adjudication of the Commission-
ers, may appeal from their sentence to the Congress; sllch
appeal being demanded and lodged with the Secretary of
Congress, within the times limited, and the appellant giving
security, in the m"anner prescribed in the case of an appeal
fi'Om the sentence of a court appointed for hearing mariiime
causes.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report
be postponed.

Resolved, That an Order for 2000 Dollars be drawn on
the Treasurers, in favour of George Evans, who has contract-
ed to supply the Delaware Batialions with Rations, he to be
accountable.

The Delegates for New-Jersey having laid before Con-
gress a number, of Bills counterfeited to imitate the Conti-
nentalBills of Credit,

Resolved, That a Committee of six be appointed to con-
sider of this matter, and report thereon to Congress.

The Members chosen, Mr. W. Livingston, Mr. McKean,
Mr. Sherman, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Braxton, Mr. Du,ane.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Thursday.

ThQTsday, May 2, 1776.

Sundry Lette£' being received) Were laid before Congress

and read, viz. One of the 22d of April, from the Committee
of Secrecy, War, and Inte]]igence, of North- Carolina, with
a list of Prisoners sent by them to Philadelphia;

One of the 30th of April, from General Washington, en-
closing a Memorial from Governour CQoke; and .

One of the 29th of the same month, from the com

~... ittee
of Safety of New- York to the Delegates of said CQ.' ."

"Resolved, That the Letter from General Washingio Ji,., iJih
the Memorial enclosed, be referred to the Comrnitteeap-
pointed to take into consideration the state of the Eastem
Colonies.

Resolved, That a Letter be written to General Schuykr,
desiring him, in case Major Douglass declines to take the
command of the Vessels on the Lakes, to appoint Captain
Wynkoop to that command, and inform Congress thereof by
the first opportunity.

.

Resolved, That an Order klr 20,OUO Dollars be drawn
on the Treasurers, in favour of James Mease, Commissary,
for the use of the Pennsylvania Battalions, he to be account-
able.

A Letter of the 1st, from ITenry Fisher, of Lewistou'n,
directed to the Committee of Safi~ty of Pennsylvania, and
by them sent to Congress, was read. Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Commanding Officer of the Dda-
Ware Battalion be directed to station thirty-five men, with
an officer, at the False-Cape, till further orders.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to send
two hundred pounds of Powder and two hundred pounds of
Lead to Lewistown, for the use of the Companies stationed
there.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To Dr. William Curry, for account of Medicine and at-

tendill1ce for theFpurth Pennsylvania Battalion, the sum or
58.3 Dollars.

Ordered, That the said Account be paid.

The Committee, to whom were referred the papers laid
before Congress by the Delegates from North- Carolina
brought in their Report; wllich was read. '

Ordered, To lie on the table.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report
of the Committee on General Washington's Letter of the
24th of March last; and after some debate,

,Resolved, That it be recommitted; and, as the Members
of the former Committee are absent, that a new Committee
be appointed.

The Members chosen, Mr. Dickinson, Mr. W. Living-
ston, and Mr. Rutledge.

Resolved, That it be recommended to that branch of the
Council of Safety of the De/mvare Government residinO"in
Kent County, to furnish the Commanding Officer ol'the
Delaware Battalion with as many of the publick Arms of
that County as may be sufficient for arming the Companies
of the said Battalion stationed at Lewistown, to be used by
them till otherwise ordered by the said branch of the Coun-
cil of Safety. ,

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Friday, May 3, 1776",

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to
David WilliaTl11l,for Wagon-hire, the sum of 112 Dpliars.

Ordered, 'That the said Account be paid.
Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to

send two hundred pounds of Peruvian Bark to the Com-
manding Officer in Virginia, for the use of the Continental
Forces in the Southern Department.

A Petition from Peter Simon was presented to Congress,
and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to a Committee of three.
The Members chosen, Mr. McKean, Mr. Wythe, and Mr.

J. Adams. '

Resolved, That thtJ Secret Committee be directed to sell
to llmdrick Vanbrune and' Thomas Littel, three hundred
pounds of Powder, for the use of the inhabitants of the
Township of Shrewsbury, to enable them to defend their
Sea-Coast.

The Committee appointed to prepare an estimate of the
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expense of an Expedition against Fort Detroit, brought in
their Report; which was read.

'Vhereupon, the Congress took into consideration the Re-
port of the Committee on General Washington's Letter of
the 19th April; and, at1er some debate, the further con-
sideration thereof wa's postponed.

~.
.

..

'
.

.

.

.

...

.

.~ongress took into
.

consideration the Report of the
ittee on the Letter from Brigadier Lord Stirling,

datec the 13th of ft'larch last; which was agreed to.
'Vhcreupon Resolved, That the appointment of Lieute-

nant-Colonel Ogden, of the First Battalion of New-Jersey,
was made upon good grounds, the Congress having reserved
and frequently exercised the right of promoting men of dis-
tinguished merit.

That the Commissary, Mr. Lowry, be directed to supply
such of the Soldiers of the said Battalion as desire it, with
Uniforms, the cost to be deducted from their pay.

That as the Army is now removed fi:om Cambridge to
New- York, the considerarion of raising a Regiment of Ar-
ti1lery for the service in that City, as applied for in the said
Letter, be postponed till further advice may be received from
General lfTashington,or the commanding officer there.

A Petition from Captain Oswald Eve was presented to
Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to a Committee of three.,

The Members chosen, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Floyd, and Mr.
Sergeant.

Resolved, That an Order for 20,000 Dollars be drawn
on the Treasurers. in favour of Colonel John Ha,slet, for
,the use of the Delaware Battalion under his command, he
to be accountable.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to send
three hundred pounds of Powder, and a proportionable quan-
tity of Lead, to Lewistown, for the use of the Troops sta-
tioned there.

The Committee to whom the Report on General Wash-
iw-ton's Letter of the 24th of ft'larch last was recommitted,'
bl~ught in their Report; which was read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.
A motion being made and seconded, for fixing the time

for holding a Treaty with the Indians in the Middle De-
partment,

Resolved, That the consideration thereof be postponed
till to-morrow.

Tho several matters to this day referred, being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Saturday, May 4, 1776.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due to
Dr. David Cowell, the sum of 97.4 Dollars.

Ordered, That the said Account be paid.
A Letter, of the 3d, from Colonellland, of the Rifle

Battalion, was read.,

Whereu pon Resolved, That an Order for 4000 Dollars
be drawn on the Treasurers, in favour of Colonellland, for
the use of his ~attalion, he to be accountable.

Resolved, That the Letter from Colonel lIand be re-
ferred to a Committee of three.

The Members chosen, Mr. Read, Mr. Sergeant, and Mr.
lluntington.

The Congress taking into consideration the Letter, of
the 29th of April, from ihe Committee of Safety of New-
York:

Whereupon Resolved, That a Major be appointed for the
Fir.st New- York Battalion, in the room of Major Benedict,
who has resigned.

The ballots being taken, and examined, Barnabas Tut-
hill, Esq., was elected.

Sundry Letters, just received, were laid before Congress,
and read, viz:

One, of the 10th ofApril, fromBrigadier-General Wooster,
at Ilolland-llouse, DeforeQuebeck;

One, of the 28th of said month, from General Schuyler,
dated Fort George, enclosing'the examination of Michael
Ryan;

One, of the 27th of the same month, from GoverQour
Trumbull, enclosing a Letter from N. Shaw, Jun., with a
list of the Cannon left at New-London.

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to lar
OIl the table, on 1Uonday next, the Instructions given by the
Naval Committee to Commodore Hopkins, upon his leavin!;
this Port.

The Congress resumed the consideration of the Report on
the Letter from Gelleral Washington, of the 24th of JUarch.

Whereupon Resolved, That all the Cannon, and other
Stores, in Boston, which were originally purchased and pro-
vided by and at the expense of the Colonies of Massachu-
setts-Bay alld New-Hampshire be considered as belonging
to the Colony that so purchased and provided them; and
that all the other Cannon left in the Colony of .Massachu-
setts-Bay by the British Forces, be presented to the said
Colony. ,

The further consideration of the Report, at the request of
a Colony, was postponed till Monday next.

The Congress then took into consideration the Report of
the Committee on the Letter from General Washington, of
the 4th of April.

Whereupon Resolved, That the pay of the Officers and
Soldiers of the Militia lately called to Cambridge, commence
on the day of their march, and cease On that of their rjJturn.

Resolved, That the further consideration of the Report
be postponed.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday.

Monday, May 6, 1776.

Advice being received tbat Captain Young, who was fitted
out at the expense of the Continent by Mr. Lewis and 1\1r.
Alsop, being arrived at Egg-Harbour,

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to give
proper orders for lallding, securing, and bringing to Philadel-
phia, the Cargo imported by Captain Young.

A Memorial of Captaill lIerman Allen was presented to
Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee o( Claims.
The Congress resumed the cOIlsideratioIlof the Report on

Genera] 1Vashington's Letter of the 24tb of .March; and,
.thereupon, came to the following Resolution:

Whereas Genera! Washington has requested directions
concerning the conduct that should be observed towards
Commissioners said 'to be corning from Great Britain to
America:

Resolved, That Genera] W'iJ,shingtonbe informed that
Congress suppose, if Commissioners are intended to be sent
from Great Britain to treat of peace, that the practice usual
in such cases will be observed, by making previous applica-.tion for the necessary passports or safe conduct, and on such
application being made, Congress will then direct the proper
measures for the reception of such Commissioners.

The Committee appointed to bring in a resolution, where-
by persons resident, or having property in America, who
assist any of the enemies of these United Colonies in th.\
captures of vessels or goods, may be made liable tomake
good the damage to the sufierers, brought in a Report; which
was read.

Ordered, To lie on the table.

A Letter of the 24th of April, from General Lee, wa:;
read.

The Congress then resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole, to take illto their consideration the state of the'
United Colonies; an

.

d after some time sp
.

s e
.

nt thereon, the
President resumed the chair, and Mr. Harrison reported,
that the Committee had taken into consideration the matter
to them referred, and had thereupon come to sundry Resolqn
tions, which he was ordered to report when the House should
be ready to receive them.

Ordered, That the Report be now delivered in.
The Report of the Committee of the, Whole being read,

was agreed to, as follows:
Resolved, That ten millions of Dollars be raised for the

purpose of carrying on the 'Val' for the current year.
That the Indian Goods, said to be at Fort-Pitt, be pur..

chased for the use of the United Colonies.
That Ind£an Goods to the value of ten thousand Dollars,

be purchased at Montreal, for the use of the United Colo:.
meso

That Treaties be held with the Indians in the different
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Departments, as soon as practicable; and that the sum of
ten thousand Dollars be paid out of the Treasury, to the
Commissioners of each respective Department, for presents
to the Indians and the expenses of such Treaties.

Mr. Harrison further reported, that the Committee de-
sired him to move for leave to sit again.

'Whereupon, Resolved, That Congress will, to-morrow,
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into
consideration the state of America.

Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed to
devise ways and means for raising the ten millions of Dol-
lars.

The Members chosen, Mr. Duane, Mr. R. JJforris, Mr.
Rutledge, MI'. Gerry, Mr. Sherman, Mr. R. H. Lee, and
Mr. Hewes.

Resolved, That the Convention or Council of Safety of
Virginia, be empowered to appoint Surgeons to the Bat-
talions raised in said Colony for the service of the Con-
tinent.

Resolved, That John Taylor be appointedJudge-Advo-
cate to the Continental Troops in the Colony of Virginia.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Tuesday, M:>y 7, 1776.

Sundry Letters being received, were laid before Congress,
and read, viz :

One of the 5th of ApTil, from General Washington;
One of the 14th, from John G. Frazer, enclosing a list of

the Vessels, Cannon, and Ordnance Stores, left by the ene-
my at Boston;

One from sundry Prisoners at Hartford, in Connecticut,
dated 21st March;

One from L. F., of St. Emtatia, dated 5th of April.
Resolved, That the said Letters be referred to a Com-

mittee of three.
The Members chosen, 1\11'.S. Adams, Mr. Braxton, and

Mr. Duane.
A Petition from John Bayard, P. Moore, and John Pat-

ton, was presented to Congress, and read.
Whereupon, Resolved, That the Secret Committee be

directed to sell to the Petitioners six hundred pounds of
Powder, for the use of the Privateers they are fitting out.

Resolved, That 100 Dollars be paid by the Treasurers to
Monsieur Giason, a Canadian prisoner, upon his giving a
bill upon his friend at Montreal for the like sum, payable
on demand.

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the
Committee on the Papers laid before Congress by the Dele-
gates of North- Carolina:

Whereupon, Resolved, That another Battalion raised in
North-Carolina, in addition to the five Battalions already
ordered for the defence of that Colony, be taken into the
pay and service of the United Colonies.

That a Deputy Quartermaster-General be appointed for
the Southern Department, to be employed in North-Caro-
lina.

That the Secret Committee be directed to procure and
forward twelve Fie]dpieces for the use of the Troops in
N orth- Carolina.

That the Secret Committee be directed to forward three
. tons of Gunpowder for the defence of said Colony.

That the Committee on Qualifications be directed to pur-
chase, and forward to North-Carolina, a Chest of Medicines
and Instruments, equal in value to one of those filrnished by
the Pennsylvania Battalions, for each of the six Battalions
raised in the Colony of North- Carolina.

Congress proceeded to the election of a Deputy Quarter-
master-General for the Southern Department; and the bal-
lots being taken, Nicholas Long, Esq., was elected.

Resolved, That Nicholas Long, Esq., have the rank of a
Colonel in the Continental Army.

The Convention of North- Carolina having recommend-
ed sundry gentlemen for Field-Officers of the six Battalions
raised in that Colony, Congress proceeded to a choice - and
the following gentlemen were e]ected: '

Francis Nash, ~sq., Colone~l, Thomas Clarke, Esq., Lieu-
tenant-Colonel, Wtllwm Dams, Esq., Major of the First
Battalion. '

FOURTH SERIES.-VOL. V

Alerander Martin, Esq., Colonel, John Patton, Esq.,
Lieutenant-Colonel, John Whitl~, Esq., Major, of the Se-
cond Battalion.

Jethro Sumner, Esq., Colonel, -William Alston, Esquire,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Samuel Lockart, Esq., Major, of the
Third Battalion.

Thomas Polk, Esq., Colonel, James Thackston, Esquire,
Lieutenant-Colonel, William Davidson, Esq., Major, of the
Fourth Battalion.

Edward Buncombe, Esq., Colonel, Henry Irwin, Esq.,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Levi Dawson, Esquire, Major, of the
Fifth Battalion.

Alexander Lillington, Esq., Colonel, William Taylor,
Esq., Lieutenant-Colonel, Gideon Lamb, Esq., Major, of
the Sixth Battalion.

Resolved, That the Letter received yesterday from Ge-
neral Lee be referred to the Committee to whom were
referred the Letters received this morning.

Resolved, That the Committee appointed to purchase
Stockings for the Troops in Canada, be directed to apply
to the General Assemblies of ltlassachu$etts-Bay and Con-
necticut, and request them to assist in procuring said Stock-
mgs.

The Congress took into consideration the Memorial fi'om
the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania:

Whereupon, Resolved, That t\V-entyof the heaviest Can-
non, taken by Commodore Hopkins at New-Providence,
and brought from thence to New-London, and since carried
to Newport, be brought to the City of Philadelphia, and
delivered to the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania, for
the defence and protection of said City; to remain there
during the pleasure of Congress.

TVilliam Peachy, Esq., Colonel of the Fifth Virginia
Battalion, having resigned, the Congress proceeded to elect
a gentleman to supply his place; and, the ballots being
taken, Charles Scott, Esquire, was elected; and Alexan-
der Spotswood was elected Lieutenant-Colonel of the Se-
cond Battalion, in the room of Colonel Charles Scott,
promoted.

Resolved, That such of the iron Cannon as were brought
fi'om Ticonderoga to Boston, and have not been removed
by General Washington, be lent for the defence of the Town
and Harbour of Boston, to remain there during the pleasure
of Congress.

The several matters to this day referred, being post-
poned,

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Wednesday, May 8, 1'776.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To William Brady for thirty days' Wagon age in convey-

ing Captain Stephenson's Baggage fromVirginia to Roxbury,
the sum of 60 Dollars; and that the same ought to be paid
to Daniel McPherson.

To James McDonnel, for Wagonage, in' conveying Bag-
gage belonging to Captain Talbot's Company of the Sixth
Pennsylvania Batta]ion to New-York, the sum of 117.9
Dollars.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
A Letter of the 5th, from General Washington; one of the

4th from William Palfrey, Paymaster-General; and one of
the 2d, from Captain Delaplace, a prisoner, were laid before
Congress, and read.

Resolved, That they be referred to a Committee of five.
The Members chosen, Mr. 8. Adam$, Mr. TVythe, Mr.

Rodney, Mr. R. H. Lee, and Mr. Whipple.
A Petition from Captain Gideon Warren, and a Letter

from Joseph TVoodward,Chairman of the Committee of the
New-Hampshire Grants, were presented to Congress, and
read.

Resolved, That they be referred to a Committee of five,
who are directed to hear the persons mentioned in the said
Letter, and report thereon to Congress.

The Members chosen, Mr. IJ.odney, Mr. .lIarrison, Mr.
Hewes, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. Alexander.

The Instructions given by the Naval Committee to Com-
modore Hopkins being laid before Conrrress, and read,

Resolved, That they be referred to a Committee of seven;
and that it be an instruction to the said Committee, to

107
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-inquire how far Commodore Hopkins has complied with said
instructions; and if, upon inquiry, they shall find that he has
departed therefrom, to e~amine into the occasion thereof;

. also, to inquire into the situation of the Governour and Lieu-
'tenant-Governour of Providence, and the other ~fficer
tJmught from thence, and report what, in their opinion, is
propel' to be done with them.

That the said Committee have power to send for Wit-
nesses and Papers.

The Members chosen, Mr. Harrison, Mr. J. Adams, Mr.
McKean, Mr. Duane, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Sherman, and Mr.
W. Livingston. .

Information being given to Congress, that Kirkland, a
Prisoner, has broke Jail, and made his escape,

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
devise ways and means to have him retaken.

The Members chosen, Mr. .McKean, Mr. Lynch, and Mr.
Gerry.

Resolved, That whenever it shall appear to this .Con-
gress, that any Officer 01' Officers, bearing Continental

.Commissions, shall have departed from Orders, an inquiry
shall be made.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee b~ directed to sell
to Aaron Biddle and John lIclm, seventy-five pounds of
Powder, for the use of the inhabitants of Upper-Pcnnsneck,
in New-Jersey.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congress resolv-
ed itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their
further consideration the state of the Colonies; and, after
some time spent thereon, the President resumed the chair,
and Mr. Harrison reported, that they have had under con-
sideration the matter to them referred; but not having come
to any Resolutions thereon, desired him to move for leave
to sit again.

Resolved, That this Congress will, to-morrow, again resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into their further
consideration the state of these Colonies.

The several matters to this day referred being postponed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-mOlTOW.

Thursday, May 9, 1776.

A Letter of the 8th, from Abraham Livingston, offering to
resian the Contract made with the Convention of New- York
for ~upplying the Troops in that Colony with Provisions;
also, a Letter of the same date from Colonel James Easton,
were laid before Congress, and read.

Resolved, That they be referred to a Committee of three.
The Members chosen, Mr.lUcKean, Mr. S. Adams, and

Mr. Wythe.
Application being made for a safe conduct for Mrs. Bel-

lew, wife of Captain Bellew, of the Liverpool, to pass
throuoh the country to her relations in ~Marblehead,

Re~olved, That it be referred for consideration to Mr. R.
H. Lee and Mr. R. Morris.

The Committee of Claims reported, that there is due,
To William Bedford, for Cartouch Straps, the sum of

193.3 Dollars;
To Colonel Joseph Reed, for Camp Equipage, &c., pro-

cured for General Washington, the sum of 434.2 Dollars.
Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
The said Committee having reported on the Petition and

Acconnts of Captain Hernan Allen, which were refened to
them,

Resolved, That the said Petition and Accounts be refer-
red to the Committee on the Treasury.

The Committee on Prisoners, to whom the Letter from
Henry Beaumont, of the Twenty-Sixth Regiment of the
King of Great Britain, which said Henry Beaumont is a
prisoner of war, was referred, brought in a Report; which
was taken into consideration.

Whereupon, Resolved, That the said Henry Beaumont
be permitted to reside with.his wife and family at Elizabeth-
town, in the Colony of New-Jersey, he giving to the Com-
mittee of Inspection and Observation of the said Borough,
his parole, in the form prescribed by Congress.

The Committee appointed to devise ways and means for
raising ten millions of Dollars for the service of the current

year, brought in their Report; which was read and consi..
dered ;

Whereupon, Resolved, That five millions of DolJars be
emitted in Bills of Credit, in part of the ten miIJions voted
for the service of the current year.

That the thirteen United Colonies be pledged for the
redemption of the said five millions of Dollars, at snch pe-.
riods, and in such manner and proportions, as Congress shall
hereafter direct and appoint.

_ Resolved, That it be referred to the Superintendents of
the Treasury, to consider ,of and report a plan for carryini~
into effect the before-mentioned Resolution, for emitting five
millions of Dollars in Bins of Credit, towards the service of
the current year.

The Committee having informed Congress that they have
not had time to complete their Report:

Resolved, That they have leave to sit again.

Captain Budden having been taken by the Liverpool man-
of-war, and permitted, on his parole, to come to Philadel.
phia, in order to procure a Prisoner to be given in excllange
for him,

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
consider the propriety of exchanging Seamen.

The Members chosen, Mr. R.ltlorris, Mr. l1ewe$, and
Mr. Huntington.

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, Congress resolved
itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into considera-
tion the state of the Unitt'd Colonies; and, after some time
spent thereon, the President resumed the chair, and Mr.
Harrison reported, that they have had under their further
consideration the matter referred to them, and have come to
a Resolution; which he read and delivered in.

The Resolution of the Committee of the whole Congress
being again read, the determination thereof, at the request of
a Colony, was postponed till to-morrow.

The Committee to whom the application in favour of
Mrs. Bellew was referred, brought in a Report; which was
taken into consideration.

Whereupon, Resolved, That a Passport be granted to
Mrs. Bellew to come to the 'City of Philadelphia, under es-

. cort of a Continental OfIieel', and that she may reside safely
and unmolested in the said City, until her friends in New-
England come to escort her to ~Marblehead, when a safe
conduct shall also be granted to her for that journey, and
for her residence there during her pleasure.

The Order of the Day being renewed,
Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Friday, May 10, 1776.

A Letter of the 7th, fi'om General 1J'ashhzgton, and one
of the 3d, from Thomas Cushing, were laid before Congress}
and read.

Resolved, That they he referred to the Committee on the
state of the Eastern Colonies.

A Letter £1'omMonsieur Docaisor, of the 6th of April,
being laid before Congress, was read.

Resolved, That it be referred to the Secret Committee.

The Committee to whom was refened the consideration
of General Washingto1J's Letter of the 5th, and the Papers
enclosed, brought in a Report; which was taken into con-
sideration.

Whereupon, Resolved, That a copy of the Resolutions
passed the 1st day of Aprl.llast, establishing the mode of
settling the publick Accounts, be transmitted to the General;

That the Resolution of Congress, passed the 17th of
January last, allowing one Dollar and one-third of a Dollar
to the officers, in lieu of expenses for inlisting each soldier,
being a general regulation, extends to the Troops raised III
the Eastern Department; and that the General be directed
to make that allowance for all the Troops inlisted since the
time of passing the said Resolution.

That as the road recommended by General Washington
to be opened between the Town of Newbury, on Connecticut
River, and the Province of Canada, will facilitate the march
and return of the Troops employed in that quarter, and pro-
mote the pubJick service, the General be directed to prose-
cute the plan he has formed, respecting the said road;

That ten tons of Gunpowder be sent to New-I-ork;
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That 400,000 Do]\al's be sent to the Paymastel'~General
for the use of the Army in New- York and the Massachu-
"~B~; . ..

That the Commandmg Officers m the dJiferent Depart-
ments and Posts, shall make .Month]y Returns to the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Continental Army, of the number
and state of the Troops, and the :Mi]itary Stores in their re-
spective Departments;

That this Congress has hitherto exercised, and ought to
retain, the power of promoting the Officers in the Contin~n-
tal service accordincr to their merit; and that no promotIon
or succession shaIlOtake place upon any v(lcancy, without
the authority of a Continental Commission.

Concrress then resumed the considenition of the Resolution
reported from the Committee of the Whole; which being
read, was acrreed to, as follows:

. .
Resolved~ That it be recommended to the respective As-

semb]ies and Conventions of the United Colonies, where no
Government sufficient to the exigencies of their affairs hath
been hitherto established, to adopt such Government as shall,
in the opinion of the Representatives of the people, best con-
duce to the happiness and safety of their constituents in par-
ticular, and America in general.

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to
prepare a Preamble to the foregoing Resolution.

The Members chosen, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Rutledge, and
Mr. R. H. Lee.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to sell
to Colonel David Potter and Captain Daniel1Haskell two
hundred pounds of Powder and one thousand pounds of
Lead, for the use of the inhabitants of Bridgetown, Cum-
berland County, in .New-Jasey.

The Committee to whom were referred the Letter from
General Washington,of the 25th and 26th of April j the
case of Alexander Ross, and the Letter from General Lee;
brought in their Report; which was read.*.The Committee to whom was referred General TYa8hington'8 Letter
of the 25th and ~)6th of .JJjwil, and the Letter from General Lee, in the
case of Mr. R08s, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave
to report as their opinion:

Re8olved, That all Vessels which sailed from the port or harbour of
Bo.ton, whilst the Town of B08ton was in possession of the enemy,
having on hoard effects belonging to the enemies of .JJme,'ican Jiberty, be
liable, together with the said effects, to seizure and confiscation j and
that if any of th\1 said Vessels have been already taken, they, together
with their said cargo, be decreed forfeited, and be confiscated in the same
manner and in the same proportions as have been heretofore resolved by
Congress.

That it is essential to the interest of these Colonies that the Conti-
nental Agent, in the respective Provinces where no Courts bave been
established for the trial of captures, have power, and be directed, to dis-
pose at publick sale of sueh articles, being of a perishable nature, as
shall be taken from the enemies of .JJmerica; and that the money to arise
from such sale be liable to the (lecree of the Court, when the said Court
shall be established. .

That the inventory of the Ordnance Stores taken by Captain .i'lfanly,
be sent down to General rVashington, and that he be requested to ap-
point a person on the part of the Colonies, to join one on the part of
Captain .7Ilanly and his crew, who shall, having first taken an oath for
that purpose, proceed to value the said stores so taken; and if they cannot
agree as to the value, they call in a third person to determine the case.
That the report of such persons be made to Congress so soon as may be;
and that the value of the ~hares that shall appear to belong to Captain
Manly and his crew, be transmitted them,

That the pay of such of the Soldiers at New-York as have been in.
listed at five Dollars per month, be raised to six and two-thirds Dol.
lars.

That such of the Troops from the .Vew-England Colonies as shall
rein list during the war, or for the term of three years, be furnished at the
Continental expense with the following articles, viz:

That it is highly inexpedient to order any more Troops from the Co.
lony of New-Yo,-!:'. That the difficulty and uncertainty of procuring
Fire-Arms render it improper to raise any more Regiments at present.
That the Commander-in-Chie~ for the time being, in the .New- York De-
partment, have permission and be directed to call to the assistance of
that Colony, when necessity shall require it, such of the Militia of that
and the neighbouring Colonies of Connecticut and -''om-Jer8ey, as shall
be suffieient for the purpose intended.

That letters be written to the Conventions of -,Vew-Jer8ey,.i\-ew-York,
and the Assembly of Connecticut, to afford such assistance to the com-
manding officer in the New- York Department as he shall apply for.

That two of the Companies, of the forces now in this Colony, be
ordered to Cape-.Jllay.

That Dr. Pott~. be taken into the pay of the Continent, and be em.
ployed in the Canada Department, or at Lake-George, as the General
shall think fit; but that this recommendation be not considered so as to
supersede Dr. Stringer. That the pay of Dr. POtt8 be - Dollars per
month.

.JJgreed, That they have examined Mr. .JJlexander Ros8, and not
having found anything in his conduct which wiII warrant his confine.
ment, recommend that he be discharged.

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the
state of the Eastern Colonies, brought in their Report; which
was read.'*'

The Congress then resolved itself into a Committee of
the 'Vhole, to take into their further consideration the state
of the United Colonies; and, after some time spent thereon,.
the President resumed the chair, and Mr. Ilarrison reported:
That the Committee have had under their further considera-
tion the matter referred to them; but not having had time
to finish their inquiries, desired him to move for leave to sit
agam.

Resolved, That this Congresswill, on Monday next, re-
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into
their further consideration the state of the Vnited Colonies.

Resolved, That the Committee of Secret Correspondence
be directed to lay their proceedings before Congress on IHon-
day next, withholding the names of the persons they have
employed, or with whom they have corresponded.

The Committee appointed to consider the propriety of
exchanging Seamen, brought in their Report, which was
taken into consideration; whereupon,

Resolved, That Lieutenant Bal', of the Roebuck, and the
three Seamen that were taken with him, and are now pri-
soners in the lower Counties on Delaware, be exchanged
for Captain Budden and his son, Seth Davis, and Samuel
Conyers.

That six of the Seamen, now prisoners in Philadelphia,
to be named by the Committee of Safety of Pennsylvania,
may be given in exchange for the following persons, viz:
Mr. Lightbody, James Hage, - Fortescue, (a pilot-boy,)
William Martin, Jacob Wilson, and John Durry.

That the said exchange of prisoners be conducted by.
such proper persons as the Committee of Safety of Penn-
sylvania may appoint for tbat purpose.

The Committee to whom was referred the Letter from
Abraham Livi11!(ston,offering to cancel the contract he had
made with a Committeeof the Conventionof New- York,
for supplying the forces in that Colony with Provisions,
brought in their Report, which was taken into considera-
tion; whereupon,

Resolved, That Mr. Abraham Livingston, in voluntarily
resigning a contract which might have been so profitable to
him, has exhibited an example of publick spirit, and Con-
gress accept the resignation of his Contract.

Resolved, That the Committeeappointedto deviseways
and means for retakingJtloses Kirkland, be empoweredto
send an express to the southward, and desire the Commit-
tees or Councils of Safety of the Southern Colonies to use
their utmost endeavours to have him apprehended; and that
they offer a reward of one hundred Dollars, in addition to
the hundred already offered, for apprehending and securing
the saidMoses Kirkland.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Council of
Safety of Pennsylvania, to examine into the conduct of the
Jailer who had the charge and custody of Jtloses Kirk-
land; and if they find him culpable, that they have him
removed.

Resolved, That George Morgan, Esq., Agent under the
. Report of the Committee appointed to take into consideration tile 8tate

of the Colonie8 in the Ea8tern Department, brought in 10th ofM,n,
1776:
The Committee appointed to take into consideration the state of the

Eastern Department, beg leave to report, as their opinion: That it is
necessary, for the general service, that the two Battalions directed by the
Assembly of Rhode-Island to be raised, be taken into Continental pay;
the Battalion ordered to be raised in N01Jembe,' last, from the time they
were armed, clothed, and fit for duty; and the one since ordered to be
raised, from the present time, provided they be armed, clothed, and fit
for service; and that if it be not so armed and appointed, they be taken
into Continental pay as soon as they shall be mustered.

That a recommendation be immediately sent to the Colony of Ma8sa-
chusetta, to assist the officers of the five Continental Regiments now in
that Colony, in completing their establishment; that they endeavour to
prevail on the people to in list, and those already in \isted to reinlist for
three years, unless sooner discharged, and then to receive - pay;
and as an inducement thereto, they allow to the Soldiers who shall' agree
to serve for that term, the following articles: One felt hat, one pair of
yarn stockings, and one pair of shoes.

That General Wa8hington be desired to send such General Officer as
he c,m spare from the Army at New-Yo,'k, to command in the Colony
of Mas8achusett8-Bay.

That General Wa8hington be desired to continue Mr. B1l1'beck, the
Engineer, at B08ton, for the purpose of fortifying that Fort and Har-
bour.
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Commissioners for Indian Affairs in the Middle Depart-
ment, be directed to purchase the Indian goods said to be
at Pittsburgh, for the use of the United Colonies.

The Congress took into consideration the Report of the
Committee on the case of Alexander Ross; whereupon,

Resolved, That the said Alexander Ross be discharged
from confinement.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, to-morrow.

Saturday, May 11, 1776.

. A Petition [rom John Jacobs, in behalf of himself and
others, was presented to Congress, and read.

Resolved, That it be referred to a Committee of three.
The Members chosen, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Lee, and Mr.

Rutledge.

. Congress took into consideration the Report of the Com-
mittee on the state of the Eastern Colonies; whereupon,

Resolved, That the two Battalions directed by the As-
sembly of Rhode-Island to be raised, be taken into Conti-
nental pay; the Battalion ordered to be raised in November
last, from the time they were armed, clothed, and fit [or
duty; and the one since ordered to be raised, from the
present time, provided they be armed, clothed, and fit for
service; and that if they be not so armed and appointed,
they be taken in~o Continental pay as soon as they shall be
armed and mustered.

Resolved, That the remainder of the Report be referred
to a Committee of the whole Congress.

Resolved, That the Standing Committee for Indian Af-
[airs be directed to take measures for carrying into execution
the Resolution of the 6th, for holding a treaty with the
Indians, in the different Departments, as soon as practi-
cable.

That the 20th of July be fixed on for holding a treaty,
at Pittsburgh, with the lndians jn the Middle Department;
and that the Standing Committee be directed to inform the
Agent, and desire him to notify the Indians, and invite them
to attend at the time and place mentioned; and, also, that
the said Committee inform the Commissioners, and desire
them to attend.

Resolved, That John Harvey be appointed a Commis-
sioner for Indian Affairs, in the Middle Department.

Certain Resolutions of the Board of Officers in Phila-
delphia, and a Petition from the Committee of Privates of
the Military Association of the City and Liberties of Phila-
delphia, were presented to Congress and read.

Resolved, That they be referred to a Committee of the
whole Congress.

A Memorial [rom Caunier de la Berthadure was pre-
sented to Congress and read.

Ordered to lie on the table.

Resolved, That two sets of Trepanning Instruments be

sent to Virginia, for the use of the Surgeons of the Conti-
nental Troops there; and that two sets of Trepanning In-
struments, and one hundred pounds of Peruvian Bark, be
sent to North- Carolina, [or the use of the Continental
Troops in that Colony.

The Congress then resolved itseJf into a Committee of
the Whole, to take into consideration the Report of the
Committee on the state of the Colonies in the Eastern De-
partment, and the Resolves of the Offieers, and Petition of
the Committee of Privates of the Military Association of
the City and Liberties of Philadelphia.

And, after some time spent thereon, the President re-
sumed the ehair, and MI'. Harrison reported: That the
Committee had taken into consideration the matters to them
referred, and had cOme to a Resolution thereon, which he
was directed to report; but that not having come to a con-
clusion, desired him to move for leave to sit again.

The Resolution reported ii-om the Committee of the
whole Congress being read,

Resolved, That the further consideration thereof be post-
poned to ~Mondaynext.

Resolved, That this Congress will, on Monday next, re-
solve itself into a Committee of the Whole, to take into
their further consideration the Report of the Committee on
the state of the Colonies in the Eastern Department, and
the Resolves of the Officers, and P!)tition of the Privates,
of the Military Association of the City and Liberties of
Philndelphia.

Resolved, That the Secret Committee be directed to send
five hundred pounds of Powder to the Committee of Safely
of Delaware Government, for the use of their Militia.

The Committee of Claims reported that there is due,
On account rendered by the Committee for the Upper

District of Frederick County, in Virginia, of expenses in-
curred by Captain John Nelson's Company of Riflemen, the
sum of 1415.4 Dollars, and that the same ought to be paid
to Michael Fackler; and that the said Company ought to
be charged with the sum of 1016 Dollars, the amount of
Rifles and Goods, &e., furnished for their use, the remainder
being for provisions and wagonage, to be charged to the
Continent.

To Andrew McNair, for attendance and for Candles:,
&c., the sum of 181.9 Dollars, in full of his account to the
30th of April last.

To Robert Erwin, Wagonmaster, for five Teams that wen!
to Canada, a balance of 699.6 Dqllars.

To Walter Drummond, [or nursing several persons be..
longing to Captain Benezet's Company, the sum of 27 Dol.,
lars.

To George London, for thirty-four days' wagonage for
the Sixth Battalion, the sum of117.5 Dollars.

Ordered, That the said Accounts be paid.
.

Adjourned to ten o'clock, on Monday.

END OF THE FIFTH VOLUME OF THE FOURTH SERIES.
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Issue of, by that Colony, - - 1357
Act for issuing,in Connecticut,- - 1616
Resolve concerning, - 1619
Exchange of, for Specie, - - - 1625
Congress appoints persons to sign, - 1635
Large emission of, - - 1700

Bills, LegislativeList of, in South-Carolina, - - 623
List of, passed in Massachusetts, - 1315

Birdsall, Benjamin, Queen's County described by, 450
Birkhead, Samuel, Letter from, - - - - 143
Bishop, Sloop, order for cruise of, 360
Bishop, Israel, Lieutenant of a row-Galley, - 755
Black Jake, capture of the Sloop, - 160
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Blac7der,John, Petition of, from Prison, 548
Letter from, to New-York Committee, 821
Discharge of, - - 1428

Blain, Ephraim, appointed to purchase for the Vir-
ginia Troops, - 1683

Blake, Edward, Commissioner of the Treasury in
South-Carolina, -

Blanchard, Joseph, explanation from, -
Arrest of,

Blankets, collection of, in New-Hampshire, -
New-Hampshire Troops paid for,
Supply of, by Pennsylvania to her Troops, -
Call on House-keepers to furnish,

Blauvelt, Abraham David, appointed Major, -
Blauvelt, Johannes Jacobus, Captain of Minute-men,
Bloom, Isaac, appointed Lieutenant,
Blue-Mountain- Valley, Ship, seizure of,
Boats, list of armed, and Officers,
Bond, John R. Livingston's,

Farm of, from Commanders of Letters-of-
Marque, - 1658

Books, old Government, in New-Hampshire, claimed, 30
Boom, entrance to Baltimore defended by a, - - 1570
Boote, Benjamin B., Warrant for confinement of, - 573
Booth, Joseph, application of, 320
Boscawen, N. R., Representative from, 22

Signers to Association in, - 877
Baston, evacuation of, '- 418

Joy of the Inhabitants of, 423
Address of Selectmen of, to Washington, 758
Continued annoyance of, by enemy, - 797
Vessels in the Harbour of, left by enemy, 934
Fears of the enemy's return to, 957
Discussion on the fortification of, 956
Committee of Correspondence for, - 1169
Commotion in, caused by Howe's Fleet, - 1185
Descri ption of the Harbour of, - - 1260

Boucher, John Thomas, asks to leave the service of
Maryland, -

Is appointed by Virginia to command Poto-
mack Fleet, 513

Boudmot, Elias, Letters from, 397, 401
Bounetheau, Peter, Cashier to South-Carolina Con-

gress,
Bounty, grant of, to Privateers in New-Hampshire,

Allowauce of, on Saltpetre,
Increase of, to South-Carolina Regiments, -
Granted in Pennsylvania, to Seamen, &c., -

Bourke, William, imprisonment of, as disaffected, -
Bow, N. H., Representative from,

Signers to Association in, -
Bowdoin, Preeson, Letter from, -
Bowie, Walter, recommendation of,
Bowie, John, elected Captain of Rifles,
Bowley, Daniel, Letter to, -
Bowman, John, collector of Excise in Pennsylvania,
Boyd, James,Order for arrest of, ~

Insignificance of, in the opinion of N ew- York
Congress, -

Explanation from, -
BO'lJd, Robert, Gunsmith, - - - -
Boyd, Dr. Robert, Letter from, to Congress, -
Boyden, Josiah, appointed Lieutenant, -
Brackett, Dr. Joshua, Admiralty Judge, New-Hamp-

shire, 17
Bradford, William &rThomas, printers, Philadelphia, 667

Orders given to, 728, 742
Bradky, William, appointed Ensign, - 349
Bready, John, appointed Lieutenant, - - 308
Brentwood, N. H., Representativefrom, 21

Signers to Association in, - 878
Brett, Robert, appointed Lieutenant, - 308
Brett, Theodorus, appointed Ensign, 308
Brevoort, Elias, appointed Captain, - 1376
Brewster, Elisha, Merchandise lost by, - 152
Brice, John, Lieutenant of the Warren, 717
Brice, Arthur Hill, prisoner, application of, - 796

lndulgenee granted to, - 1662
Bridewell, Military Magazine made of the, 311
Brigadiers,Militiain North-Carolina,- - 1332

Circular to the Maryland, . 1528

645
- 1229
- 1486

13
29

714
721
3]5

1400
302

55
720
378

512

565
27
30

578
724

66
21

877
- 1211

82
581
210
656
222

383
- 438

319
984
310
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Bril!:adiers, thanks of Maryland to the, - - 1546
Briggs, Abner, Petition of, - - 750

Permit granted to, - - 1422
Brimstone, advertisement for purchase of, - 732
British, Act of Parliament read in South-Carolina

Congress,- - 596
Destmction of property by the, - 777

Broadhead, Daniel, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, - 246
Rank of, settled, - 684

Brogden,CaptainWilliam,Muster-Rollof, - 143
Brogden, John, Letters from, - - 753, 870
Brown, Nathan, appointed Captain, 27
Brown, Dr. Stephen, Letter from, - 1106
Brown, Benjamin, losses sustained by, - 159
Brown, John, Deposition of, 159

Letter to, . - 1238
Brown, William, elected Captain of Rifles, - - 585

Made Captain of Marines, - 719
Directions to, for recruiting, - 720

Brown, Richard, appointed Captain of Rifles, - 679
Brown, CaptainHezekiah, cited beforeConnecticut

Assembly, - - 1627
Browne, Montford, Governour,Parole of, - 865
Bruer, Caleb,Lord Stirling'sLetter to, 174
Brush, Crean,Letter foundamongthe papers of, 177
Bruyin, Severyn T., Letter from, - 254
Buchanan, Thomas, Permit to, - - 370
Buchanan, William, statement from, - 1224
Buchanan, GeneralAndrew, Expressesprovidedby, 1505
Buckingham, Va., Independencein County of, - 1206
Bucks County, Penn., Petition from Committee of, - 672
Buckskin, American heroes so named, - 179
Buckwheat, supply of, to Governour Tyron, - - 303
Bud, Samuel, Letter from, - - 844
Budd, Gilbert,Letter from, 45

Permit to visitenemy's Ships refusedhim, - 337
Budd, Dr. George, Surgeon of Ship Defence, - 1540
Bulfinch,Mr.,Reportfrom, - - 486
Bulkly, Roger, property lost by, - 153
Bull, Colonel Stephen, Orders to, from South-Caro-

lina Congress, - 586
Thanks to, for services in Savannah, - - 607

Bullitt, Thomas, Deputy Adjutant-General in Lee's
Army, - 1007

Mention of, in Congress, - - 1633
Bullock, Archibald, President and Commander-in-

Chief of Georgia, - 1137
Buncome, Edward, elected Colonel by Congress, - 1698
Bunker's Hill, ellemy abandon, - - 420

Losses at the battle of, paid by Massachusetts, 1247
Burbeck, Colonel William, Letters to and from, 872, 873
Burbeck, Captain Edward, Company Return of, - 1194
Burgess, Captain, appointed to prove Can nOll, - 505
Burgoyne, Major-General, Commander in Canada, 940
Burke, Thomas, Letter from, - - - - 1005
Burling, S., Letter to, - 913
Burnett, William,Letters from, - 246, 533
Burnham, Josiah, Master of Brig Defence, - 755
Burr, Thaddeus, Letter from, - 991
Burrows, William,elected Ordinaryof South-Caro-

lina, - 617
Butler, Richard, Letter from, - 815
Butler, Colonel John, British Agent for Indians, - 818
Butler, Thomas,appointedLieutenant,- - 1646
Butterfield, Isaac, Major of First New-Hampshire

Regiment, 14
Cadets, Independent Company of, 33
Cadwallader, John, appointed Colonel, - - 246

Rank of, arranged, - - 684
Declines accepting, - - 686
Testimonyof, in the caseof Major Jenifer, - 826

Caldwell, Commodore of Pennsylvania Navy, - 727
Caldwell, James, appointed Chaplain, - - - 1112
Calfe, John, appointedCaptain, - - - 27
Calvert County, Md., Letter from Committee of, 55, 82

Letters to, from Maryland Council, 125, 463
Resolutions of, - 400
Militia appointments in, - _ 1557
Delegates from, - 1579

Cambridge,Head-Quartersat, - - 12
Camden,N. H., Representativefrom, 22
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Cameron,Allan, (prisoner,) Letter ii-om,
Physician allowed to attend,

Campbell, Captain, Tory officer, killed,
Campbell, Farquard, charge against,
Campbell, Captain Duncan, (prisoner,) family of, al-

lowed to visit, - 244
Further indulgences to, - 1639, 1662

Campbell,Alexander, appointed Lieutenant-Colone], 286
Campbell, Archibald, complaint and petition of, - 366
Campbell, Lord William, Order touching effects of, 572
Campbell, Robert, shipwreck of, (Note,) - 784
Campbell, James, resignation of, - - - 1161
Campton, N. H., Representativefrom,- 22
Canaan, N. H., signers to Association in, - 883
Canada, New-Hampshire Regiment ordered to, 13

Commissioners sent to treat with, - 411
Information from persons in, - 805
Letter fromCommissionersto, - - 811
Great discontents in, - 868
Alarming intelligence from, - 871
Return of Regiments ordered to, - 986
Embarcation of Troops for, 1021
Additional Troops ordered to, - - 1069
Letter to the Commissioners in, - - 1085
Return of Forces passing to, - - - 1098
Return of Regiments under orders for, - 1153
Letter from Commissioners in, - - 1166, 1237
Further Return of Regimentsorderedto, 1197,1214
Order of Troops to, - 1652
Desire to conciliate the people of, - 1686

Canal, Resolve of Massachusetts relative to a, - 1301
Candidus, essay signed, 86
Canfield, Dr. Jabez, appointed Quartermaster, - 448
Cannon, purchase of, in New-Hampshire, 36

Spiking of, at Kingsbridge, - 344
Returnof,atNew-York,- - 480
Money advanced for casting, 732
Memorial to Congress, asking for, - 743
Return of, at New-York, - - 1383
Disposal of, at Boston, - 1696
Removal of, fromNew-London to Philadel-

phia,- - 1698
Cannon, James, supposed author of Cassandra, - 1111

. Canterbury,N. E., Representative&om, 21
Signers to Association in, - - 878

Cape-May, Troops ordered to, - 1681
Cargill, Colonel James, libellous language of, re-

ported, 785
Carleton, ~zr Guy, Lord Germaine's Letter to, - 939
Carmichael, Alexander, Lord Stirling's Letter to, - 397
Carolina, (See North-Carolina and South-Carolina.)
Caroline County, JUd., appointments in, - - 1557,

1571,1573, 1517
Delegates from, - 1579

Carpentel', John, Permit granted to, - 282
Carpenter, Benjamin, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, 324
Carpenter, George, appointed Adjutant, - - 364
Carrington, Paul, Delegate for Charlotte, Virginia, - 1034
Carroll, Charles, Barrister, Letters from, - 124,

142,171,494,1173
Letters to, 145, 513, 1146

Carroll, Charles, of Carrollton, Commissioner to Ca-
nada, - 411

Carroll, Rev. John, extract of a Letter from, - 1167
Carey, Nathaniel, appointed Ensign, - 324
Cash,difficultyof procuring" hard," - 357

Great want of, generaJIy, - - 765
Outcry for, in New-York Army, - 787

Cassandra,to the Publick, 41
To Cato, - 431, 921,1092
Letter addressed to, - 552

Castle-Island, Fortification of, - 1288
Caswell, Colonel Richard, Letter from, 62

Thanks of North-Carolina Congress to, - 1323
Promotionof,- - 1332

Cato;Essaysof, 125,188,443,514,542,839,850,1049
Answer of Tiberius to, - 210
Cassandra to, - 431, 921, 1092
The Forester to, 529, 552

Cattle, Removal of, from Islands, - 1599
Cavalry,Lee's desireto formCompaniesof, - - 982

- 1121
- 1689

62
69
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Cecil, Md., Militia appointment in, 1557, 1575 Coe, Daniel, Jun., appointed Ensign, - - 308
Delegates from, - 1579 Coffin, George, Pardon of, - 353,

Censor, The, to the Apologist, 71 Cogdell, George, elected Captain of Rifles, - - 581
Chadwick, Asa, Deposition of, 195 Coin, Committee in Maryland to collect Gold and
Chamberlaine,Brigadier-General, Letter to, - 144 Silver, - 1529'
Chambers, ColonelJames, Letter from, - - 12.04 College, Cambridge, used as an Hospital, 113

Promotion of: - 1633 Collet, Captain, Declarations of, - 140

Chance, Sloop, commissioned as a Privateer, - - 85.0 Collins, John, Letter from, - 1204'
Powder sold to, - 1657 Colonels,complaintsof Sullivan'sand Spencer's, - 1073

Charles County, Md., Letter to Committee of, - 478 Colonies, division of the, into Military Departments, 83
Militia, appointments in, - 1541,1572 Cosmopolitan to tbe Inhabitants of the, - 1055
Delegates from, - 1579 Report on the state of the Eastern, - - 1702

Charlestown,S. C., Preparationsfor defenceof, - 564 Colours,Mottoof the Continental, - 471
Penalty for firing Guns in, - 569 Commerce,restriction of, with Soldiers, - - 1042
Militia ordered for defence of, - - 515 Commissary, Instructions to, in New-Hampshire, 34
Resolve for obstructing navigation to, - 598 General, Resolve of South-Carolina, to ap-
Appraisement of Houses in, - - - 6.01 point, - 583

Charlotte County, Va., Instructions to the Delegates Choice of, in Massachusetts Council, - 1312
from, - 1034 Appointmentof, in North-Carolina, - 1335, 1342

Charming Nancy, Letters dated on board tbe, - 6.0.0 Commissions, copy of the, to Franklin, Chase, and

Chase, Samuel, appointed Commissioner to Canada, 411 Carroll, - 421
Chatfield, John, Letter from, - - - - 465 Military, issued in Maryland, 1525, 1526,
Chatham, Ship, Extract of a Letter dated on board, 484 1531, 1532, 1533, 1534, 1535, 1537, 1538,
Cheekly, Samuel, appointed by Congress Ensign, - 1662 1539, 1540, 1541, 1545, 1546, 1547, 1548,
Chester, N. H., Signers to Association in, - 879 1,551,1553, 1554, 1556, 1557, 1558, 1559,
ChesterCounty, Penn., Proceedings in Committee of, 765 156.0, 1562, 1566, 1511, 1512, 1573,1574,
Chesterfield,N. R., Signersto Associationin, - 879 1575, 1577, 1518
Chestertown. ft1d., Letter from Committee of, 197

'
Forms of various, in Connecticut, - 1617

Chevaux-de-Frise, Order for sinking at Charlestown, 639 Issued by Congress, - 1649
Resorted to at Philadelphia, - 724 Commissionsin blank, sent to the several

Chew, John, Letter from, to Richard, - 143 Colonies, - - 1657
Chew, Captain Richard, Muster-Roll of, 143 Draft of, to the Canada Commissioners, - 1645
Child, Captain Increase, authorized to raise a Com- Form of, to private Ships-of-War, - 1656

pany, - 144.0 Commissioners, British, expectations from the, 88
Chirurgeons, appointment of, in North-Carolina, - 1327 J. Adams's opinion of the, - 942
Chreist, Henry, Jun., appointed Captain oLRifles, 679 Resolve of Congress concerning the, - 1227, 1696
Christian, Niles, Statement of, - - 32.0 The Watchman on the powers of the, - 993
Christian, William,appointedColonel, - 1641 TheKing'sappointm~ntof, -' - - 1176
Church, Dr., Jailor's Account fi)r keeping, 79 Resolve of North-Carolina, relating to, - 1323
Church,Timothy, appointed Lieutenant, 310 Commissioners,the Canada,LAtterto, - - 1085
Circular,fromNew-YorkCongressto County Com- Powers granted to, - - 165.0

mittees, - 280 Committee,names of Secret Correspondence, 49
To Colonelsof Militiaand Minute-men, - 335 List of, appointedin Pennsylvania, - 739
From the President of Congress to Assem- Commodore,pay of, in Pennsylvania, - - 727

blies and Conventions, - - 864 Common Sense, Answer to, seized and burnt, - 44.0
From MarylandCouncilof Safetyto the Bri- Cato's opinionof, - 514

gadiers, - 1528 A Man of, to the Wliters on Independence, 552
From Maryland Council of Safety to Super- Compact, Plan of the American, - - - - 795

visors of Saltpetre Works, - - - 1536 Remarks on the, - 912
Citizen, a Settled, on the state of Publick Affairs, - 1036 Companies,arrangementof, in New-York, - 1469
-CityRecords,Guardat New-Yorkforthe, - - 1434 Concklin,Jacob,Letterfrom, - - - 8.04
Civis to the Inhabitants of Philadelphia, - - 8.02 Conem"d,N. H., Signers to Association in, - 881

To the Freeholders of Philadelphia, - - 1140 Congress,Continental,-Resolve of, in relation to New-
Clagett, Wyseman, Attorney-General of New-Hamp- Hampshire, 1

shire, - - . - - - 15 Legalityandutilityof,defended, 121
Report of, on Copper Coins, 26 Letters to, 191, 746

Claims, Reports of the Committee of, in Congress, 1633, Resolves of, - - 668
1646, 1654, 1662, 1665, 1672, 168.0, Serious questions addressed to, - - 1078

1681, 1687, 1693, 1698, 17.04 Petitions to, - IJQ.o, '21, '22, '63
Claremont,N. R., Signersto Associationin, - - 879 Proceedings of, - 1629
Clark, Cornelius,appointedLieutenant, - 29.0 Congress,Officersof the Armed Boat, - - 720
Clark, William, appointed Captain, - 324 Pilot allowed to the, - - - 739
Clark, Jeremiah, Letters from, - 196, 919 Congress, Privateer Sloop, Powder sold to the, - 1657
Clarke, Thomas,appointedLieutenant-Colonel, - 132.0 Connecticut,Proceedingsof Council of Safety of, 76-81,

Election of, in Congress, - - 1697 754, 833, 1129
Clarkson, Matthew, Marshal to Admiralty Court, - 737 Address to the People of, - 45.0
Clay, Ephraim, appointed Lieutenant, - - 31.0 Conduct of settlers from, at Wyoming, - 674
Clement,Jeremiah, losses sustained by, - 15.0 Proceedings of Assembly of, - 16.01-1630
Clements, Timothy, appointed Captain, 27 Council of Safety of, appointed, - 1620'
Clinton, Major-General, arrival of, in Virginia, 101 Resolve of, to prosecute the war, - 1629'

Proclamationof, - 1193 Assemblyof, adjourn, - 1630
Clinton, George, Remonstrance against the promo- Congress repays advances to, - 1666

tion of, - 138 Connolly, Major John, (prisoner,) Letter from, - 1122
Letters from, 1192, 12.04 Connor, Hugh, appointed Lieutenant, - - - 3.08
Letter to, , - 1213 Constitution, New-York Committee of Safety's, 386

Clinton,James,nominationof,to Congress,as Colo- Copy of the South-Carolina, - - - 6.09
nel, - - 317 Contee,Thomas,Letter from, 92

General Washington's Letter to, - 1114, Contract, copy of A. Livingston's, 393, 510
Cloths,order in Marylandto purchasecoarse, - 1521 FormakingGrape-shot,- - 1388
Cock, William and Thomas, Petition of, - 285 Convention, call of, in Maryland, - 1563
Coe, Benjamin, appointed Captain, - 308 Conway, N. H., Signers to Association in, - 879
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Cook, Oliver, appointed Lieutenant, 310
Cook, George, payment made to, 321
Cook, Robert, Letter from, 835
Cooke, Governour, Letters from, 407, 417,

467, 558, 756, 790, 1044, 1214
Letters to, 399,457,522, 1113

Cooper, William, appointed Lieutenant, 27
Cooper, James, appointed Lieutenant, - 308
Cooper, Dr. Samuel, a Tory's Furniture loaned to, 1265
Copper, Report concerning Coins of, - - 26

Manufacture of, in New-Hampshire, - 209
Coquataginta, Petition of, to Congress, - 1639

Resolve in relation to, - 1663
Cornell, :Martin, appointed Lieutenant, 324
Cornwallis, Lord, sent to serve with C]inton, 940
Corse, John, appointed Ensign by Congress, - - 1688
Cortlandt, Philip, recommendation of, to Congress,

as Colonel, 317
Cosmopolitan to the People of the Colonies, 1055, 1169
Cotton, growth of, encouraged, - 1457
Council, New-Hampshire Assembly choose a, 1

His l\h0esty's indu]gence to, - 363, 1433
Of Safety, Letter from the Georgia, - 52
Of Safety, North-Carolinachoosesa, - ]362
Of Safety, Connecticutchoosesa, . - - 1620
Of General Officers, 206

Court-Martial, Proceedings of a General, - 1179
Courtney,Hercules, appointed Lieutenant of Artil-

lery, - 729
Covenhoven,Nicholas, appointed Lieutenant-Co]onel, 364
Cow-Neck, N. Y., Proceedings of the Committee

o~ 405, 518
Cozneau, Isaac, elected by Congress Captain of Fri-

gate, - 1681
Craig, Examination of, 379
Craig, William, (a prisoner,) permitted to inlist, - 1408
Crane, Stephen, Letter from, - - - 216
Crane,Joseph,appointed G.aptain-Lieutenant, - 389
Crane, Thomas, manufacturer of Gunpowder, - 1310
Craney-Island, Lee's opinion of it as a Military

Post, 793
Cregier, Thomas, Captain of an Armed Schooner, - 1450

Ordered to report to General Washington, - 1500
Crook, William, appointed Ensign, 310
Cross-Creek, N. C., Troops ordered to, - 1354
Crown- Officers, Resol ve concerning, in South-Caro-

lina, - 652
Croyden, N. H., Signers to Association in, 906
Cumberland, N. Y., Letters from Committee of, 323,324
Cumberland, Penn., Petition from Mi]itia of, - 680
Currency, Continental, received in Connecticut, 77

Declared a legal tender in South-Carolina, - 595
Cltrrency., Provincial, emission of, in New -York, 295

Further action on, - - 334
Great issue of, - 338
State of, in the Treasury of South-Carolina, 588

Curry, 1J1illiam,appointed Battalion Surgeon, 688
Curtenius 8r Co.,Letterfrom, - - - 204

Proposa]so~ to New-York Congress, 359
Curtenius, Peter T., appointed Commissary, - 290

Letters from, - 304, 322, 1180
Letter to, 857
Estimate fi'om, 448

Curtis, Dr. Benjamin, Memorial of, 325
Appointment of, as Regimental Surgeon, - 1393

Cushing, Thomas, Letters from, - 1217,1184
Cutters, Resolve of Congress to fit out, - 1657
Cutts, Samuel, Monitor of New-Hampshire Assembly, 4

Appointed Commissary and Victualler, 35
Cuyper, Tunis, Letters to, - - - 979, 1044
Dague, Peter, appointed Colonel, - 1359
Dakin, Amos, admitted to New-Hampshire Assembly, 23
Dalton, John, Letter from, - 762
Damages, Accounts of, to sundry persons, - 150, 165
Dartmouth, Lord, intercepted Letters from, 96, 458
Dartmouth, offer of Guns to Committee o~ 407
Dashiell, George, Letter from, 848
Davidson, Samuel, Commander of Floating Battery, 722
Davidson, William, elected by Congress a Major, - 1698
Davis, Jesse, elected Lieutenant, 94
Davis, John, appointed Battalion Surgeon, 688
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Davis, Captain John, Letter from, 776
Davis, William, appointed Major, - 1320

Appointment of, confirmed in Congress, - 1697
Dawkins, Henry, (prisoner,) Petition of, - 1181
Dawson, Levi, elected by Congress a Major, - - 1698
Dayton, Colonel Elias, Letters to, 173,237,476

Letters from, - - 216, 1] 12
Dayton, Ebenezer, appointed Quartermaster, - 290
Deale, Captain John, Muster-Rollo~ - 143
Deane, Silas, Letters to, 48, 549

Ordflf of Congress to forward, - 774
Deane, James,Letter fi'om, 768

Extract from the Journal of, - 1100
Deane, Simeon, Permit granted to, - 1422
Death, punishmentof, .restrictedin Pennsylvania, - 710
De Brahm, Mr., employed by South-Carolina as En-

gmeer, 584
Decatur, Stephen, permit to, - 1635
Declaration, by the Inhabitants of New-Hampshire, 873

By Congress of North Carolina, - 1342
Draft of, reported to Continental Congress, - 1648
Adopted and ordered to be published, - 1649

Defence, Brig, Officer of, 755, 833
. Orders to inlist men for, - - 1130
De Forrest, Theodorus, exammation of, - 1437
Deerfield, N. H., Signers to Association in, - 882
Deering, N. H., Signersto Associationin, 882
De Gas, Jean Baptista, case o~ 260
De Hart, Major William, Letter from, 403
De Huff, Abraham, appointed Captain, 685
Delnplace, Captain William, (prisoner,) Letter from, 1175
Delaware, Fortifications in the River, - - - 730

Sloop-of-War in the, 731
Order to Central Committee in, - 1173
Indians, Agent's Speech to the, - 819
Resolve of Committee of Safety of, 431

Delegates, appointed to Congress-
By New-Hampshire, 16
By South-Carolina, 573
By North-Carolina, - 1346
To the Maryland Convention, . - 1579

Dempster, John Hamilton, his account of the capture
of his ship, - 1219

Denny, Samuel, Property lost by, 153
Dent, John, Letter from, - 1] 58
Denton, Captain Daniel, Letter from, - 376

Ordered to New-York, - 380
Deny, Jabez, appointedLieutenant, 310
Depositions,relatingto lossof Brig Polly, 154,156

Sloop Neptune, - - - 156
Relating to British hostilities, 159
Relating to Sloop Polly, - 165
Relating to conduct of Sir John Johnson, 195
Relating to Arsenick mixed with the Medicine

at Boston, - 951
Relating to Sloop Endeavour, - - 1003

Deputies, List of, to New-York Congress, 291
Derby, Richard, Jun., Report from, - 1183
Deronde, Rev. Lambertus, losses by, - 369
Derryfield, N. H., Signers to Association in, 882
Deserters, punishment of, - 672

Resolves relating to - 689,1621
Detroit, expedition planned against, - 1692
Devens, Richard, Letter to, - 1116
Dewees, Mr., Keeper of Philadelphia Prison, 533
De Wint, John, Petition of, rejected, (Note,) 260
DeWoedtke, Baron, appointment o~ - - 410

Letter from, - 474
Appointed Brigadier-General, - 1640

Dialogue, General Montgomery's Ghost and a Dele-
gate hold a, 128

Dickerson, General, Orders of, to New-J ersey Militia, 517
Dickinson, John, one of the Secret Committee, 49
Dickinson, Israel, Letter /i'om, 806
Disaffected, Arms taken from the, - 244, 1409

Resolve of Congress relating to, - 1638
Dissent, to the new Government of New-Hampshire, 6
Districts, divisionof, in South-Carolina, - - 567

Representation of each, in South-Carolina, - 612
Justices in each, in South-Carolina, 621,622

Doane, Hezekiah 8r Company, Letter from, - 164
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Dolson, Abraham, appointed Captain, - 319
Dolson, Mathias, appointed Ensign, 319
Dorchester,N. H., Signersto Associationin, - . 899
Dorchester, .Mass., possession taken of, 91, 107
Dorchester, JUd., Letters to Committee of, 172,442

Mi]itia appointments in, 1533, 1534, 1577
Doremus, Henry, appointed Lieutenant, 448
DorIon, John, appointed Captain, 308
Dorsey, Colonel Thomas, Letter to, - 71,95,124

Letter from, - 178
Dorsey, Dr. Nathan, Surgeon's Mate of Defence, - 1540
Doughty, John, recommended as Major, - 448
Douglass, Major William, Letter from, - 437
Doyle, Darby, arrest of, 821
Drake, Colonel Samuel, Letter from, 272

Advance of money to, 317
Drake, Colonel Gilbert, Letter from, - 1464
Drayton, William Henry, President of South-Carolina

Congress, - 561
Letters from, - 565, 573,575,588, 1666
Address of, to Middleton and Rutledge, 566
Elected Chairman of General Assembly, 615
Elected Chief Justice, 615
Elected Member of the Privy Council, 618
Charge of, to the Grand Jury, - - 1025

Drovers, Passports given to, - 1418
Drummond, Lord, Permit to leave New-York, - 1440
Duane, James, Letters fi'om, 37,312,447,1228,1399

Valet of, detected as aSpy, 44
Dublin, N. 11., Signers to Association in, 833
Dubois, John, appointed Major, - 68

Gallant exploit of, - 512
Dubois, Peter, arraigned before New-York Commit-

tee, - - 1436
Defenceof, - 1431
Reprimand and dischargeof, - 1439

Ducheman, Daniel, appointed Lieutenant by Congress, 1656
Duer, William, Petition of, - 1190

Duff, James, elected Captain of Rifles, - 585
Duffiekl, Dr., appointed to receive Medicines, 74
Dugan, Cumberland, Letter from, 81
Dugan, Jeremiah, appointed Major, - 1653
Dumas, C. W. F., Correspondence of, with Dr. Frank-

lin, - 464,1134
Dumfries, Address of, to the King, - - - 959
Dumont, Egbert, nominated as Lieutenant-Colonel, 317
Dunbarton, N. n., Signers to Association in, 883
Dundee, Captain, refuses to give his Parole, - 519
Dunlap, John, 1Vlemorial of, - - 998
Dunmore, Lord, Prisoners escaped from, 314
Dupont, Gideon, Cashier of House of Reprf'sentatives,

South-Carolina, - 6S2l
Dusenbury, Dr. William, asks for place of Surgeon, 272
Dutchess of Gordon, Ship, Tryon's quarters on board, 258

Provisions supplied to, 260, 262
Departure ot~from New-York, - 811
Supplies to, continued, - - - - 1380

Dutchess County, N. Y., Letters from Committee of, 968,
1402

Duvall, Gabriel, Letter to, - 1109
Appointed Clerk to Maryland Convention, - 1579

Duyckinck, Christopher, denies authority of the New-
York Congress, - 311

Asks pardonof the Congress, 314
Dyckman, Sampson, examination of, - - - 351
Dyer, Eliphalet, Member of Connecticut Council of

Safety, - 1620
East-Kingston, N. H., Signers to Association in, 885
East River, Proposals to stop the Channel of, 279
Easton, Penn., Committee of, asks pardon, 38
Easton, Colonel James, Letter fi'om, - 1234

Claimsof, consideredin Congress, - 1690
Eaton, Thomas, appointed Colonel, - 1364
Eckerson, Garrite, appointed Lieutenant, 284
Eddy, Jonathan, mission of, from Nova-Scotia, 522

Introduction of, to the President of Congress, 756
Eden, Governour, seizure of, recommended, - 801

Intercepted Letters to, 928
Efforts to prevent the escape of, 930
Proceedings of Congress relating to, - 954
Maryland Council of Safety, call upon, 960

INDEX. 1718

Eden, Governour-
Correspondence of, with the Deputation, 963,964
Written parole of, - 1562
Resolves of Maryland Council of Safety re-

lating to, - 1594
Address to, of Maryland Convention, - - 1595
Passport given to, - 1597
Proceedings of Congress relating to, - 1679

Eden, William, Letter from, to his brother, -' 962
Edes, Peter, statement of, - 168
Edwards, John, member of Privy Counci], South-

Carolina, -
Ed~ards, Timothy, Letter to,
Effingham, N. n., Signers to Association in, -
Elder, William, Letter from, - - -
Elderkin, Jedediah, Member of Connecticut Council

of Safety, - ,- 1620
Election, Commissioners of, appointed in South-Ca-

rolina, 649
Fraudscommittedat, in New-York,- - 1190

Elector, Address of an, in Philadelphia, - 1118'
Elizabeth, capture of Brigantine, - - - 1068
Elizabethtown, N. J., Letter to the Committee of, 293
Elkridge, JUd., Letter from Committee of, 178
Elliott, Andrew, Collector of New-York, 292
Ells, Nathaniel, Property lost by, 153
Ellsworth, William, Letter from, - 59
Ellsworth, Oliver, mission of, to General Schuyler, - 1620
Ely, John, Letter from, 992
Embargo, announcement of, at Sag-Harbour, 284

Extension of, - 306
Repeal of, 322
Further action on, - - 389

Emery, Noah, Clerk of New-Hampshire Assembly, - 3
Emigrants, Regiment of Royal Highland, 209

Demands against the Officers of, 849
Emigration, McIver's plans of, - - 1209 .

Endeavour, Sloop, Depositions relating to, - 1003
Enemy, relief afforded to the, punished, 708

Correspondence with, at New-York, stopped, 968
Intelligence or aid to, punished in North-

Carolina, - 1364
Enfield, N. H., Signers to Association in, 883
England, Americus to the People of, 527
Ennalls, William, Letter to, 430
Enterprise, Captain appointed to the Privateer, 17
Eppes, Francis, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, - 1641
Epping, N. H., Signers to Association in, 884
Epsom, N. H., Signers to Association in, 884
Essex, N. J., Letters from Committee of, 101,237,381

Letter from Lord Stirling to, - 402
Essex, Va., Proceedingsof the Committeeof, 953
Estate, Confiscation of Refugees', in Massachusetts, 1288
Estimate, Battalion, Pennsylvania, (See Pay,) 675
Etna, appointment of a Captain to the Fire-ship, 730
Evans, Stephen, appointed Co]onel, 25
Eve, Oswell, Petition of, . 464
Eversfield, Rev. John, discharge of the, - 1591
Ewen,William,PresirlentofGeorgiaCouncilofSafety, 54
Ewing, Thomas, Letter from, - 1233
Examination on the subject of Counterfeits, - 1038-1042

Of Samuel Purviance, by Maryland Council
of Safety, - - 1060

Of William Lux, by same, - 1064
Of Major Gist, - 1065
Of Captain Smith, - - 1065

Excise, Duties of, appropriatedby New-York, 369
Exeter, Congressof New-Hampshireheld at, - 1
Exportation, Regulations concerning, - 67,571

Act to restrain, - 1620
Express, Minutes of despatch of, - - 706

Regulations of, in Baltimore Committee, - 1505
Extract, of a Letter-

From North-Carolina, - 59,60, 170, 959, U17
To a gentleman in England, ] 86
From Brigadier-General Moore, 61
From Cambridge, - 177,424
From Charlestown, - - -178
From a British Officer, 425
Dated at Trois Rivieres, - - 481
Dated on board Ship Chatham, - 484

618
808
892
539

....

*



1719

Extract of a Letter-
From General Arnold, 512
Dated at Montreal, - 804
Dated before Quebeck, 805
From London, 809
From E. Quincy to Colonel Mifflin, - 812
From the Commanding Officer at Lewes, 838
Dated on board Ship Alfred, 846
From Petersburgh, Virginia, 862
From John Adams, - 931,942,1110
From Fort George, - - 981,1001
From General Howe to Lord Germaine, 1080, 1231
Dated Belmuda, - 1082
From Lor;d Germaine to General Howe, - 1089
From the Rev. John CarroJl, - 1167
From New-York to a person in Philadelphia, 1180
From Captain John Hamilton Dempster, - 1219
From the Minutes of the Albany Committee, 195

Falkland, the British cruiser, 165
Farmer, Lewis, appointed Captain of Rifles, 682.
Farquhar, Dr. William, examination of, - 385
Fast, Proclamation of~in New-Hampshire, 27

Orders for observance of, in the Army, 113
Message requesting the appointment of a, 647
Proclamation of a general, by Congre>:s, - 1639

Fatridge, John M., Lieutenant of a Floating Battery, 735
Feams, Francis, Lieutenant of Ship Montgomery, - 729
Fees, table of, fixed in New-Hampshire, 24
Felder, Henry, manufacturer of Gunpowder, South-

Carolina, - 598
Fell's Point, Baltimore, Battery erected at, - 198
.Perries, regulation of the toJl at, in South-Carolina, - 596

Order relating to, in New-York, - 1430
Field-Officers, Petitions against, in New-Hampshire, 29

List of, in service of New -York, - 1128, 1469
Choice of, in Massachusetts, - ]250, 1256,1287
Appointment of, in North-Carolina, - 1325, 1332
Appointment of, in Maryland Convention, - 1596
Appointment of, in Connecticut, - 1627
Appointment of, by Congress, - - 1634, 1697

Fifield, Nathan, appointed Lieutenant, - 27
Files, Papers, tyc., of old Government, 30
Finney, William, appointed by Congress Deputy

Quartermaster, - - 1653
Fire-Arms, Report concerning, in New-Hampshire, 7

Receivers of, appointed, - 8
Letter to Washington respecting, 11
Authority to purchase, granted, - 16
Premium for manufacture of, - 391
Return of, left at Boston, 130
Resolveof Congressconcerning, 693
Committeeto purchase,in North-Carolina, - ]329
Order to seize, - 1514

Fire-Rafts, paymentsfor, - 30-32
Order in Massachusetts for preparing, - - 13] 1

Fire- Vessels, preparation of, in South-Carolina, 604
Fire-Wood, price of, regulated in New-York, - 1430
Fisher, John, nomination of, as Major, 317
Fisher, Henry, information given by, - 745

Letter from, to Pennsylvania Committee, 795
Fitzsimmons, Nicholas, Lieutenant of Floating Bat-

tery,-
Fwg of Truce,applicationfora, -

Washington refuses to grant a,
Arrival of, at Annapolis, -

Fwg, Massachusetts,Naval, -
Flax, culture of, in Pennsylvania,

Growth of, encouraged, -
Fleet, movements of the British, -

Notice of Lord Howe's, -
Flemming, George, appointed Lieutenant,

Letter to,
Fletcher, Samuel, appointed Quartermaster, -
FkJating Battery, pay of the Officers of the,
Flour, purchase of, by New-Hampshire for the Co-

lony, 17
Shipment of, by Maryland Council of Safety, 864
New-York permits exportation of, - - 14:.?3

Floyd, William, Colonel of First Suffolk Regiment, 797
Folsom, Nathaniel, Chairman of Committee, - - 24

Letter to, 440

733
110
111
179

- 1299
691

- 1457
499

- 1183
390
949
324
735

INDEX. 1720

Folsom, Jeremiah, Petition against,
Committee to inquire into conduct of, -
Letter from, -
General Sullivan's Letter complaining of,

Folsom, Ebenezer, appointed Colonel, - -
Forces, number of, in service of South-Carolina,

The South-Carolina, not subjected to Conti-
nental Articles, -

Pennsylvania, Rules and Articles for govern-
ment of,.

Return of, passing Fort George,
Ford, Colonel Joseph, Memorial of, -
Ford, Rev. Mr., Chaplain to North-Carolina Con-

gress, - 1318
Fordham, Nathaniel, Letter from, 776
Forester, The, to Cato, 529, 828, 10 16

To the People, - - - - - 1020
Forres,Scotland,Addressfrom,to the King, - 461
Forrest, Thomas, appointed Captain of Marines, 724

Directions to, - - 726
Fort Charlotte, Order concerning Prisoners at, 564
Fort Constitution, Letter from Commissioners at, 811

Return of Garrison at, - 1202
Fort George, extracts of Letters from, - - 981, 1001

Return of Forces passing, - - 1098
Fort Montgomery, Return of Garrison at, - 1202
Fortifications, progress of, in the Highlands of New-

Y~, ~
Report on, for Boston Harbour, - - 1269

Foster, John, appointed Lieutenant, 305
Letter from, - - 341

Foundry, operations of the New-York, 187
Fowle, Daniel, Printer of New-Hampshire Gazette, 11
Fowler, John and George, declared enemies, - 953
Fox, Joseph, resignation of, 655
Foxcroft, John, doubts of, - 369
France, alliance with, argued, 87

Writers of, in favour of America, 918
Information as to the disposition of, - 1]35

Francis, recapture of Sloop, 176
Certificate in relation to, - - ] 506

Franklin, Benjamin, one of Secret Committee, 49
Letters addressed to, 55,927,1134
Letters from, - - 183,283,464,518,666,927
Appointed joint Commissioner to Canada, - 411
Arrivalof, at Saratoga, 947

Frazer, John G., Deputy Quartermaster-General,- 489
Letter fwm, - 933, 934
Letter to, - 1072

Frederick, Md., Letter to Committeeof, 82,479, 1177
Militia appointments for, - -1551,

1562, 1571, 1572, 1573, 1574
Delegates from, to Convention, - - 1579

Fredericksburgh,N. Y., ProceedingsofCommitteeof, 238
Free Citizen to Garret Abeel, - 1095
Freedom,defenceof American, 64
Freeman, Robert, appointed Major, - 291
French, Joseph, declaration and release of, - 273
French, Major, and others, prisoners, - 452
French, Eleazer, a Bunker's Hill soldier, - 1296
Friend, Charles, testimony of, - 1498
Frigates, Resolve of South-Carolina to build two, - 571
Frye, Brigadier-General, desire of, to quit the service, 480

Resignation of, accepted, - - 1048
Thanks of Congress to, - 1685

Fuller, Samuel, Quartermaster, 286
Funeral, order of a, in Congress, - - 1652
Furgusson, John, recommended as Lieutenant, 41
F. A. on the que8tion of Independence, - 1133
Gadsden, Colonel Christopher, thanks given to, 567
Ga!Je, Thomas, objections to the name of, 405
Gmther, Edward, Jun., Letter from, - 536
Gale, Samuel, Letters from, 182, 865

Imprisonment of, - 34]
Case of, submitted to New-York Congress, - 355
Resolve of New-York Congre>:sto discharge, 290
Thaddeus Burr's Report on, - - - 991

Galley, Votes of New-Hampshire Assembly to build, 10, 15
Galloway, Joseph, Letter from, 178

Appointed Major, - 1525
Galloway, N. J., Letter from Committee of, - - 1002

27
29,30
- 427

483
- 1354

578

579

705
- 1098

966
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Gamble, 1-f1illiam,Captain of Etna Fire-ship, - 730
Gandell, William, Petition of, - 223
Gansevoort, Peter, nomination of, as Lieut. Colonel, 317
Garrett, Amos, Letter from, - 494
Garrison, Hendrick, complaint of, 136
Garritson, Captain Job, thanks given to, - 1513
Gartrill, Stephen, punishment of, - 1549
Gasper, treatment of Colonel Allen on board the, - 149
Gassaway, Robert, Recantation of, - - - 1555
Gates, Horatio, Letter from, 1 ]0

General Return of, - 115
Conferenceof, with New-York Congress, - 1452
Letters to, - 47Q,801, 1091

Gates, Shepherd, appointed Ensign, - - - 3] 0
Gee,Drury,appointedLieutenant-Colonel, - 1359
General Orders, 11]-114, 207, 208,420,42],

489-491,525, 756, 757, 792, 943, 986-988,
1022,1023,1070-1072,1150-1152,1202-1204

Generals, Election of, by Congress, - 1630
George's Island, importance of, - - 958
Georgia, Council of Safety of, - 52

Letter to the Congress of, - 573
Thanks presentedto the Councilof, - - 587
Letter from the Council of, - 599
Temporary Constitutionof the Colonyof, - 1107
Proc.eedings of the Council of, - - - 1137

Germaine, Lord George, Letter to, 395; 1030, 1031
Letter from, - 525, 9QS, 939, 1059, 1089, 1186
Language of, towards America, - - - 810

Germantown, Pa., Proceedings of Committee of,' - 532
Gerrish, Henry, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, - 14

Proceedings of New-Hampshire Assembly
relating to, - - 14, 26-27

Gerry, Elbridge, Letter from, 84, 506, 802, 1163
Letter to, - 1168

Giason, Monsieur, (prisoner,) money advanced to, - 1697
Gibbs, Lucas, declared an enemy, - 853
Gibson, John, Auditor-General, - 848

Election of, in Congress, - - 1662
Gibson, Thomas, order to apprehend, - 1487
Gidney, Isaac, examination of, - 345

Letter from, - 990
Imprisonment of, - - - 1409
Conditional discharge of, - 1484

Gidney, Jr)shua,an escapedprisoner, - 1484
Gill, Moses,Report made to,

. - - 521
Gilman, David, appointedColonel, 27

Letter from, - - 12] 8
Gilman, Nicholas, Muster and Paymaster, 29
Gilman, Doctor Josiah, prover of Saltpetre, - 30, 34
Gilman, Joseph, excused, - 32
Gilmanton, N. H., Signers to Association in, - - 885
Gilsum, N. H., Signersto Association,- - 886
Gist, M., Letter from, - 230, 1085

Examination of, by Maryland Council of
Safety, - 1065

Glasgow,Ship-of-War,capturesby, - - 156
Engagementof the, with the Alfred, - 847
British account of the fight with, - 1082

Glasgow, Address of the City of, to the King, - 835
Glass, Henry, publick censure of, - - - 504
Gloucester, N. J., Proceedings of Committee of, - 853
Glover, Jonathan, Letter from, - 834
Godwin, Abraham, services of, tendered, 260
Goforth, Captain, Letters to, 753, 869, 870
Gold, collection of, made, - 70
Goodgion, Ensign, arrest and trial of, - - 1435
Goods, exorbitant prices of, - 34
Gorden, Thomas, appointed Ensign, 27
Gorham,portledgeof Schooner,paid, - 28
Goshen, N. Y., Return of Regiment in, - 946

Letter from Committee of, - 1455
Made a depot for Prisoners, - 1497

Government, Essay on the various forms of, - 180
Preparations in South-Carolina for settling

her, - 567,569,609
Intrigues reJating to, in New-York, - 1180
Form of, changed in Rhode-Island, - 1215
Proceeding of Maryland Convention on, 1587, 1589

Graham, Colonel Lewis, Letter from, - 57
Graham, George, appointed Surgeon's Mate, - - 1484

INDEX. 1722

Grand Jury, Charge to the Charlestown, - 1025
Presentments of the, - 1205

Grant, ltlajor, Correspondence of, with Savannah, 601,602
Grape Shot, order for purchase of, - 279
Gray, Jesse, elected Captain, 94
Gray, Hezekiah, appointed Captain, - 290
Great Britain, Resolution not to receive Commis-

sioners from, - 636
Reunion with, desired by Maryland, - - 1587
Vessels of, declared lawful prize, - 1650

Great Island, Battery ordered on, 20
Great Seal, South-Carolina orders design for a, 628
Green, Abel, Recantation of, - 765
Green, James, Secretary of North-Carolina Con-

gress, - 1316
Green,Frederick, Printer to Maryland, - 1568
Green,John, appointedMajor, - - - 1641
Greene,GeneralNathaniel, Letters from, 1l0, 185
Greenleaf, Benjamin, Letters to, - 408, 1046, 1080
Greenough, Thomas, Property lost by, - 165
Greenway, Joseph, Lieutenant of Ship Montgomery, 729
Greenway, William, Captain of Fire-Raft, 729
Gregg, John, apprehension of, - 355
Grenell, JoJm, appointed Captain, - 389

Resignation of, - 547
Grenell, Thomas, Jun., appointed Lieutenant, - 390
Grenelly, Thomas, Letter from, - 949
Gridley, ColonelRichard, Letter to, - 997, 1112
Grijfin, Daniel, nomination of as Major, - - 317
Grimball, Thomas, elected Sheriff of Charlestown, - 617
Griswold, Matthew, Deputy Governour of Connec-

ticut, - 1604
Chosen a Memberof Councilof Safety, - 1620

Groton, progress of Fortifications at, - - - 1131
Grover, Lieutenant Thomas, Court Martial on, - 1199

Defence of, - 1200
Grubb, Peter, appointed Captain of Rifles, - - 682
Grymes, John, intercepted Letter of, - 1007
Guard, formation of W'ashington's, - 207

Detail of, at Cambridge, &c., - 524, 525
Guest, William,Warrant for arrest of, - - 570
Gun-barrels, secret of boring contracted for, - - 734
Gun-locks, manufacture of, by Prisoners, 89

Manufactory of, - 720
Premium offered for, - J621

Gunpowder, Premium for making, - 390
Resolves relating to, in Congress, - 1607

Gunlty, Captain John, Letter to, 172
Habeas Corpus, suspension of, in South-Carolina, - 625
Hacker, Hoysted, Letter from, - 1001
Hacket, :Major James, Mustermaster, 33
Halifax, arrival of British Fleet at, 785
Halifax, N. C., meeting of North Carolina Congress at, 1315
Halt, Aquila, Letter from, - ~

54
Hall, ColonelJohn, Letter to, 71, 82
Hall Sf Sellers, Essay addressedto, 86
Hall Sf Perkin, Property lost by, 153
Hallet, Joseph,Letter from, - 278

Letter to, - 414
Hallock, William, Captain of the Hornet, - 1682
Hamilton, John, appointed Captain, - 286
Hamilton, Alexander, appointedCaptain, - 578

Order to, - 1424
Hamilton, William, Petition of, - 838
Hamilton, Robert, order for apprehending, - 1487
Hampden, Essay of, against Independence, - - 1157
Hampstead, N. H., Signers to Association in, - 887
Hampton, N. H., Signersto Associationin, - - 886
Hancock, John, Letters from-

To General Lee, 37,747
To Lord Stirling, - 37, 175,232,233
To GeneralArmstrong, - ,- 43
To General Washington, - 83, 183,446,496,

967,996, 1036, 1067, 1090, 1139,1187,1221
To Major-General Thomas, 84
To Lieutenant-Colonel Ogden, - 97
To Colonel Winds, 97
To General Schuyler, 97,996, 1067, 1086, 1188
To Colonel Hand, - 98
To sundry Officers, - 215
To New-Jersey Committee of Safety I 231, 473, 533
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Hancock, John, Lettcrs from-
To New-York Committee of Safety, - 232

297, 1188, 1443
2:]3

- 244
244
244

- 410
- 447, 1086

- 447
- 473

496
533
747

- 1090
774

815, 843, 954
954
966
996

- 1048
- 1048
- 1048, - 1085

1086, 1112, 1211
- 1090

- 1139, 1228
- 1139
- 1519

To Governour Trumbull, -
To Captain Campbell, - - -
To Reading Committee, Pennsylvania,
To Captain John Nelson,
To Baron De Woedtke, -
To Colonel Warren,
To Thomas Hanson and others,
To Captain Wolverton, - - -
To Commanding Officer at New-York,
To Keeper of Philadelphia Prison,
To Virginia Convention, - -
To Virginia Committee of Safety,
To Commanding Officers,
To General Putnam,
To Maryland Council of Safety,
To Commodore Hopkins, -
To Colonel Thomas Lowrey,
To General Ward, -
To General Frye, -
To Colonel Hazen, -
To Commissioners in Canada, -
To Colonel Trumbull,
To Benjamin Harrison, -
To Massachusetts Council,
To William Winthrop,
To Baltimore Committee,

Letters to, from-
Governour Trumbull, 46,773, 1105
Lord Stirling, 51,247,403,414,474
General Lee, - 74, 183, 1220
Newark Committee, 89
General Schuyler, - 91, 103,

194,415,452,511,767,868, 1114, 1181
Essex County Committee, 101
Manne Committee of New-York, - 310
New-York Congress, 192,509
Colonel Winds, 228
General Howe, 396
General Washington, 420,790,943,

977,985,1021, 1042, 1147, 1195, 1201, 1228
Colonel Irvine, 435
James Young, 464
General Ward, 467,872
Np,w-Jersey Committee, - 474,533
Arthur St. Clair, 495
James Warren, 551
Samuel Tucker, - 748
General Putnam, 787, 811
General Lewis, 801
Colonel Haslett, 814, 833
General Thomas, 822
Samuel Purviance, - 826
John Gibson, - 848
Lancaster Committee, Pennsylvania, - 848
Tbomas Burke, - 1005
Colonel George Morgan, - - 1010
Maryland Council of Safety, - 1060
Colonel Wayne, - 1087
Colonel Dayton, - 1112
Colonel Lowrey, - 1122
Commissioners in Canada, 1161, 1214, 1231
Admiral Hopkins, - - 1168
Captain Delaplace, - - - - 1175
Pennsylvania Committee ,of Safety, - 1178
Thomas Cushing, - 1184
Virginia Committee of Safety, - - 1187
William Palfrey, - 1 190
General Armstrong, - 1219
James Easton, - 1234
Abraham Livingston, - 1236
Baltimore Committee, - ] 518

Hand, Nathaniel, appointed Lieutenant, 303
Rand, Colonel, appointment of, - 100

Recommended for promotion, 206.
Letter from, - - 1118

Hand, Edward, promotionof, - 1633
Hands, Thomas B., Letter from, - 469
Hannah, capture of Schooner, 164
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Hanove1', N. H., Proceedings of Committee of, 502
Hans, Jacob, Captain of Fire-Raft, 739
Hanson, John, Jun., Letters from, 47,495,942, 1067

Letter to, 537
Hanson, Thomas, and others, 447
Hanson, Captain Henry, testimony of, - 770
Harden, William,Captain of Artillery, 580
Hardenburgh,Johannes,Letter fi'om, - 946
Harding, Seth, Captain of Brig Defence, - 1130
Haring, John, Letters from, - 534, 1419
Harnett, Cornelius, Letter to, 62
Harpur, ,R., Letter from, and to, 90
Harriet, capture of Ship, 176
Harris, Thomas, appointed Major, 66
Harris, Edward, appointed Ensign, - 310
Harrison, Benjamin, one of Secret Committee, 49

Letter to, - 1090
Harrison, John, Letter from, 171
Harrison, Major, Letter to, 250
Harrison, Robert H., Letters from, - 501,

997, 1023, 1072, 1174, 1189
Harrison, WWiam, Letter from, - - 1059
Harrison, Richard, Letter to, 864
Harford, Md., Letter to Committeeof, 199

Appointrn8nts in, - 1566, 157], 1573,1575
Hart, Joseph,ChairmanofBucksCountyCommittee, 673
Hart, Josiah, cited beforePennsylvaniaAssembly,- 695

Excused by vote, - - - - - 715
Hartford, Connecticut Assembly meet at, - 1601
Hartwick, Lawrence, wreties of~called upon, - 358
Harvard, Petition of the College of, - - - 1292
Harvey, John, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, - 1703
Harwood, Nicholas, Assistant Clerk of Maryland

Convention, - - - - - 1585
Hasbrouck, Cornelius, recommendation of, 90
Hasbrouck, John, Letter from, 137,405,751, 1419
Hasbrouck, Colonel Abraham, and others, complaint

of, - - - - - - - 377
Hasbrouck, Colonel Jonathan, Letter to, 804
Haslett, Colonel John, Letter from, 814, 838

Conduct of, approved in Congress, - 1667
Hatchets, purchase of, for Canada, 14
Hatfield, Abraham, appointed Colonel, 295
Hathorn, John, Letter from, - 146, 1000

Nominationof, as Lieutenant-Colonel, 311
Haven, Rev. Dr., payment of, for services, 28
Haverstraw,Return fromCommitteeof, 284
Haviland, Ebenezer, appointed Surgeon, - 1475
Hawke, N. H., Signersto Associationin, 877
Hawley, Joseph, Letter from, - 1168
Hay, A. Hawkes, Letter from, 58
Hayward, William, Admiralty Judge in Maryland, - 1598
Hazen, Colonel .Moses, Letters from, - - 751, 869

Letter to, - 1048
Report of the losses of, - 1637

Hazzard, Elihu, elected Ensign, 94
Heath, Brigadier-General, orders and instructions to, 422

Letters from, - 751, 766, 775, 804
Call of, for Muskets, - 1425

Hellgate, muster of Troops at, - 1400
Hemp, growth of, encouraged, - ]290, 1457
Hen-and- Chickens, British Ship ashore on, - 1139
Henderson,l¥illiam, electedCaptain of Rifles, 581

Declines accepting, - 582
Elected Major, 584

Hennessey, John, Lieutenant of Floating Battery, 728
Henniker, N. H., Signersto Associationin, - 888
Henry, Benjamin, appointed Lieutenant, 310
Henry, Captain William, Monthly Return of, 537
Henshaw, Benjamin, property lost by, - 153
Herbert, Thomas, appointed Captain, - 685
Hessians, employment of, by the King, . 526
Hewes, Major James, (a prisoner,) 1655
Hewit, Dethick, elected Lieutenant, 127
Hewitt, Walter, appointed Lieutenant, - 295
Hicks, "Whitehead,Letter from, - - - 1229
Highlands, N. Y., Letter frum Commissioners in

the, - - 261, 1414
Progress of Fortifications in the, 299

Hildreth, .William, declines a Majority, 467
Hill, Robert, appointed Lieutenant, - 308
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Hill, John, order for apprehending-, - 1294
Arrest and commitment of, - 1299

Hi'll, Duncan, Captain of the Dolphin, - - 1563
Hillard, Joseph, recommendation of, - - - 1132
Hillhouse, William, Member of Connecticut Coun-

cil of Safety, - 1620
Hillsborough,N. JJ., Signersto Associationin, 888
Hinchinbrook, Letters dated on board the, - - 601
Hindman, Captain James, Letter from, 172, 837

Letter to, - 1234
Hindman, William, Letter to, 400
Hinman, Lieutenant Elisha, orders to, - 407, 956
Hinsd.ale, N. H., Signers to Association in, 888
Hinson, Joseph, permitted to sell his cargo, 46
Hobart, John Sloss, Letter to, 821
Hobart, Aaron, Letter from, - 1116

Hogan, James, appointed Major, - - 1359
Hogsden, Caleb, appointed Captain, 27
Holden, Jeremiah, Letter to, - 1118
Holland, Thomas, appointed Lieutenant by Congress, 1688
Hollingsworth, Henry, contracts for Gun-barrels, - 1591
Hollis, N. H., Petition of the inhabitants of, - 32
Holt, John, Printer, services of, - 270
Hooe, R. 1:, Letter from, - 399

Letter to, - 1209
Hooper, William, Letter from, and to, - - 200
Hopkins, Eseck, Admiralat New-Providence, 47

Report from,to Presidentof Congress, 823
President of Congress ordered to write to, - 1680
Inquiry into the instructions given to, - - 1698

Letters from, to-
Governour T11lmbull,
Lieutenant Hinman,
General Babcock, -
Stephen Hopkins, -
John Jencks, -
Nicholas Biddle,
President of Congress,
General Washington,

Letters to, from-
General Washington, - 931, 1072
Governoul'Trumbull, 950
President of Congress, 966
Lieutenant Hacker, - 1001
William Richmond, - 1005
Marine Committee, - 1129, ] 140
Captain Whipple, - - 1156
Nathaniel Shaw, - 1176
Philip Shearman, - J 183
John Collins, -. - 1205

Hopkins, Gerard, Commissary of Military Stores, - 243
Letters from, - - - -, - 826, 1195

Hopkl:ns, Mark, Letter from, 551
Hopkins, Joseph, Report from, 298
Hopkins, Stephen, Letter to, - - - - 1005
Hopkinton, N. H., Signers to Association in, 889
Hopper, John, appointed Lieutenant, 319
Horry, Elias, Jun., Commissioner for signing Bills, - 586
1Iorse, Regiment of, raised in Massachusetts, - - 1300
Horton, Captain Jonathan, Money advanced to, 389
Hosmer, Titus, Letter from, 131

Clerk to House of Representatives in Con-
necticut, - 1603

Hospital, Lee's demand of Stores, refused, 323
Physicians to the Philadelphia, - 742
Converted into Barracks in New- York, - 1424

Hostages, Memorial of the Scotch, -1671
Houses set apart in New-York as Barracks, - 266
Howe, Colonel Robert, testimony of approbation to, 68

Letter from, - - 396
Appointed Brigadier-General, - - 1320
Thanks of North-Carolina given to, - - 1340

Howe, IHajor-General, Proclamation of, 177
Retreat of, from Boston, - 422
Lettel'to, - 525, 1059, 1089, 1186
Letter from, - - 1080,1231

Howe, Lord, Naval Commander-in-Chief in North-
America,

Rumors of the destination of,
Howell, Nathaniel, appointed Lieutenant,
Howell, Joseph, appointed Captain,

- 824, 969, 1080, 11] 5
956
969

- 1005
- 1020
- 1079
- 1168
- 1168

.

527
- 1185

305
685
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Hubbard, Leveret, Judge of Superior Court of New-
Hampshire, 5

Hubbard, William, Losses of, 150
Huger, isaac, elected Colonel, 580
Huger, Benjamin, elected Major, - 580
Huger, John, elected Secretary of South-Carolina, - 617
Hughes, Hugh, recommended as Commissary, 268
Hughes, Daniel and Samuel, Letter to, - 504
Hughes, James, (prisoner,) order relating to, - - 1677
Hugonene, John Baptiste, permit to, - 1635
Hulbert, John, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, 290

Letter from, - 845
Hull, importance of fortifying, 957
Hulot, Richard, order for arrest of, 75
Humanus, on the treatment of Prisoners, 453
Humphrey, Cornelius, appointed Colonel, - 14] 1
Humphreys, Colonel, advance of money to, - 327
IIunt, Jesse, Certificate of patriotism to, - 1486
Hunter, James, appointed by Congress a Lieutenant, 1668
Huntington, Jedediah, Letter from, 91
Huntington, Benjamin, Member of Connecticut

Council of Safety, - 1620
Hurd, John, Recorder of Deeds, New-Hampshire, - 6
Hutchins, /)amuel, appointed Lieutenant, 32
Hutchins, Amos, appointed Captain, 306
Hyer, Colonel, Battalion of, taken into service, - 1381
Hynson, John, resignation of, 198
Importation, regulations on, in North-Carolina, 67
Indenture, copy of an, (Note,) 367
Independence, Cassandra on, 41,431,921

Publication at Williamsburgh, Virginia, 69
Censor on, 71
Candidus on, - 86
Salus Populi on, 96, 180
Somers on, 121
Cato on, - 125, 188,443,514,839,850, 1049
Dialogue with Ghost of Montgomery on, 128
A Lover of Order on, 145
Tiberius to Cato, 210
Plain Hints, - 211
An American to the People of Virginia, 225
To the Freeborn of America, and Connecti-

cut in particular, - 450
The Forester to Cato, - 529, 1016
Resolve of North-Carolina in favour of, 860, 1322
Letter of A. B. to AlexanderPurdie, - 860
Queries to the Freeholdersof Virginia, 918
Seek Truth, on Proceedings of Congress, - 1011
A Settled Citizen, - - 1036
Cosmopolitan, - - 1055
C~~, - - 1140
Serious Questions to Congress, &c., - - 1078
F. A., - - 1133
Hampden, - 1157
A Planter to Virginia, 492,798,914
To the Inhabitants of New-York, 854
Reply to Rationalis, 974
Reasons for Declaration of, 992

Indepe.ndent,Raising of,Companies in North-Carolina, 1341
Indians, Transportation of the, 33

Enemy's intrigues with, - 415
Lord Germaine's hopes from, 527
Gifts to, by Pennsylvania Assembly, 674,694,723
Deputations of, in Canada, 753
Letter from General Schuyler relating to, 767
Testimony concerning, 768,769
General Schuyler's Message to, - - 771
Rev. MI'. Kirkland's Letter on the, 772
Interesting account of, 815-819
John Adams's opinion of the aid of, - - 1091
James Deane's account of, - llOO
Interview of the Canada Commissioners with, 1214
Petition re]ating to titles deri,'ed from, - 1280
Guardians appointed for, - - 1283
Order concerning the employment of, - - 1634
Ministerof the Gospel to resideamong, - 1663
Intelligence from, held secret, - - 1678
Report of Committee on, - - 1686
Powder sent by Congress to, - 1692
Standing Committee for, - - 1693
Presents. voted by Congress to, - - 1697
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Ingles, Joseph, appointed Captain,
Inlistment, Restrictions on, in New-York,

Form of, in Massachusetts,
Form of, in Connecticut, -

Inornlation, Resort to, forbidden, -
Inquiry, Proceedings of a Court of,
Instructions, of New-Hampshire Assembly to Colonel

Gerrish, 26
To the Canada Commissioners, - 411,413
Of Charlotte County, Virginia, to their Dele-

gates, - 1034
Of James City County, Virginia, to their De-

legates, - 1046
Of Providence, Rhode-Island, to Deputies, - 1054
Massachusetts Council to the Pittsfield Com-

mittee, - 1088
To Commanders of Letters of Marque, - 1658
To the Agent of Indian Affairs, - 1682

Insurgents put down in North-Carolina, .
- 60

Sundry, committed in South-Carolina, 582
Pardon granted to, in South-Carolina, 592
Forbidden to trade in Arms, &c., 592

Intercepted Letters, from-
James Taylor to George Houston, Savannah, 603
John Simpson to the same, 603
Robert Grant & Co. to the same, 603
Victualler's Office to British Ships in Georgia, 603
Roger Kelsall to Kelsall & Spalding, - 604
Lord Germaine to Governour Eden, - 928,1517
Ra]ph Wormley to John Grymes, - 1007
Lord Germaine to General Howe, - 1059, 1089
General Howe to Lord Germaine, - 1080
Laid before Mary]and Convention, - 1579

Intrenching, Resolve to provide, Tools, - 1310
Inventory of Stores left at Boston, . - 488
Iron Works, order for erecting, in South-Carolina, - 590
Irvine, Colonel William, Letter from, - 435

Letter to, - 1087
Irving, Thomas, Parole of, - 865
Irwin, Joseph, Captain of ~ifles, - 679
Irwin, Henry, elected by CongressLient.-Colonel, - 1698
l~lip, N. Y., Letter from Committee of, 256
Izard, John, Commissioner for signing Bills, South-

Carolina,
Jackson, Daniel, Master of the Enterprise,
Jackson, Doctor Hall, Petition of, considered,

Services of, paid,
Appointed Surgeon,

Jackson, Clement, paid for services, -,
Jackson, Captain William, ordered to Fort Constitu-

tion,- - 1425
Jacobson, Christian, Letter from, - 249,955
Jail, Guard ordered to the Philadelphia, 723
Jamaica,N. Y., Complaintsfrom, - 926
James, Capture of Schooner, 150

Losses by, 161
James City, Va., Instructions of, to Delegates, - 1046
Jarvis, lUunson, advertised as an enemy, 779
Jay, John, one of Secret Committee, 49

Letter from, - 90, 1092, 1482
Letter to, 90

Jencks, John, Letter to, - 1024
Jenifer, Daniel of St. Thomas, mention of, - 55

Letters to, 142,494,836, 1097
Letter from, - - 1146
Testimony offered by, 825
Chosen President of Maryland Council of

Safety, - 1523
Jewet, Daniel, appointed Lieutenant, - 310
Johnson, Thomas, Jun., Letters from, 145,440,965,1036
Johnson,Isaac,appointedLieutenant, - 295
Johnson, Sir John, information against, - 195
Johnson, Dillington, appointed Ensign, 310
Johnson, Captain John, citation of, before N ew- York

Congress,- .

Motion to dismiss, rejected,
Reprimand of,

Johnson, E., Letter from, -
Johnston, Samuel, President of North-Carolina Con-

gress, - 1316
Thanks voted to, - 1362

286
337

- 1274
- 1614

551
477

349
- 351

353
801
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17
30
32
34
32

Joline, Anthony, a Lieutenant, - 448
Jones, Rev. David, appointed Chaplain, - 743
Jones, Lieutenant John Paul, Letter from, 932
Jones, Willie, appointed Indian Agent, - - 1316
Jones, Allen, Vice-Presidentof North-CarolinaCon-

gress, - 1345
Joseph, Protest against captors of Sloop, - - 1496
Journal of the Provincial Council of North-Carolina, 65

Extract from J. Deane's, - - lloo
Johnson's, of a march to St. Johns, 948

Judge, form of Commission to, in Connecticut, - 1617
Juge, Monsieur, special permit to, - 1529
Junken, Henry, Letter from, 38
Justices of the Peace, duties of New-Hampshire, ]9

Difficulties experienced by, - - 465
List of, in South-Carolina, 621,622
Petition of the Massachusetts, - - 1247

Kalteisen, Michael, Commissary of Military Stores, 574
Kartheen, Daniel, appointed Lieutenant, - - 310
Keene, N. H., Signers to Association in, 889
Kell, Captain Thomas, Protest of, - 1160
Kemper,Jacob,appointedEnsign by Congress, - 1656
Kenan, Felix, functions of, suspended, - - - 1360
Kennedy, John, appointed Lieutenant, - 319
Kensington,N. H., Signersto Associationin, 890
Kent and Hemy, Captains,Letter from, 469

L~ff~ M2
Kent County, ]}id., Letter to Committee of, - 479

Appointments for, - - 1545,1572
Ketchum, Nathaniel, appointed Lieutenant, 319
Kiers, Edward W., Letter to, - - 344
Kimbal, Joseph and William, Accusations against, - 28
King, James, elected Lieutenant, 94
King, Report on usurpations of the, - 1322
Kingfisher, British Cruiser, 164
King's County, N. Y., Letter to Deputies of, ~ 278
King's District, Let~er from Committee of, - - 1465

Letter to Committee of, . - 1470
Kingston, N. H., Signersto Associationin, - 890
Kingston, N. 1':, sundry persons in the Jail of, 926
Kiosola, friendly talk of, - 815

Agents' Speeches to, .' 819
Kirkland, MoselJ,intercepted Letters of, 570

Escape of, from Prison, - . 1235
Letter from, (Note,) - 1235
Order for separateconfinementof, - ]653
Further order concerning, - ] 655
Petition of, to Congress, - - 1679
Reported escape of, - ]699
Reward offeredfor apprehensionof, - - 1702

Kirkland,Rev. Mr., Letterfrom, - 772
Kissam, Daniel Whitehead, Report of, - 370
Kitchell, Obadiah, Lieutenant, - - 448
Knight, Jonathan, appointed Captain, - - 310
Knox, Henry, Artillery Regiment of, 1] 7

Order from, - 536
General Washington's orders to, 782
Letters from, - 872, 1004, 1054

Ladd, Captain Eliphalet, restrictions imposed on, - 3 L
Ladies, Appeal to the, of Baltimore, - - ] 86
Ladson, Robert, appointed to sign money bills, - 586
Lady Gage, Deserters from the, - - - - 1473
Lamb, Captain, appointed by General Washington

Artillel)' Major, - - - - - 780
Confirmed by election of Congress, - 1698

Lammereaux, Thomas, appointed Ensign, 349
Lancaster, Pa., Letter from Committee of, 848

Demands of sundry persons in, 849
Landon, Samuel, Permit to, 283
Landon, JOlm, Letter from, 845
Lanesborough, Mass., Letter dated at, - 808
Langdon, John, Letter from, - 399

Letter to, 419
Langdon, Rev. Dr. Samuel, services of, paid, - 1683
Langworthy, Edward, Secretary to Georgia Council

of Safety, - 47
Lasher, John, nomination of, as Colonel, . 317
Laurens, ColonelHenry, President of South-Caro-

lina Councilof Safety, 562
Elected Vice-President of South-Carolina, - 615
Declines the honour, - - - - 616
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Law, Richard, Member of Connecticut Council of
Safety, - 1620

Law, James, gratuity to, - 1628
Lawrence, Charles, Captain of Fire-Raft, 735
Lawrence, John, Treasurer of Connecticut, - - 1604
Laws, New-Hampshire continues in force the Colo-

nial, _:.. 19
Lawson, Alexander, taxed as Non-Associator, - 1516
Layton, Peter, a Captain, - - 448
Lead, call for, in Pennsylvania, - 1227

Sample of Ore, - 1388
Ordered to be taken from windows in New-

York, - 1401
Resolve for provision of, - - 1626
Congress take order concerning, - 1632

Lead It'lines,Report concerning,in New-York, 298
Order relating to, - 306
McDonald's Report on, - - 497, 1077
Discoveryof, in North-Carolina, - 1353

Leaming, Jeremiah, Proceedings against, - 405
Leaming, Thomas, Ammunition granted to, - 1679,1681
Learned, Colonel Ebenezer, Letter fj'om, - 1174
Leary, William, Town-Major, complaint of, - 305

Captain's pay allowed to,' 383
Leavittston, N. H., Signers to Association in, 892
Lebanon,N. H., Signers to Association in, 891
Ledyard, Isaac, appointed Surgeon's Mate, - - 1393
Lee, N. H., Signersto Associationin, - - 892
Lee, General ['harles-

Letters to, 37,90, 105,224,32:3,342,747
Letters from, - - 50, 57, 74,

75, 183,260,264,272,302, 334, 347,
792,800,981,1047, 1187, 1220, 1222

Appointed to command the Southern Depart-
ment,

Report of the New-York Committee to con-
fer with,

Accounts of, ordered to be settled by New-
York Congress, - 259

Ordered to Canada, 297
Advance of money to, - 313
Departure of, from New-York, - 356
General Washington's opinion of, 561
Orders of, to Battalion Commanders, - - 1006
Preparations for reception of, in North-Caro-

lina, - - 1348
Lee, Josiah, property lost by, 153
Lee, Arthur, Letter from, - 941
Lee, Richard Henr!!, Letter fi'om, 199

Letters to, 792, 814
Le Fo's account of English intrigues at Paris, - 794
Leffertse, Dirck, Memorial of, - 1165
Legislative Council, :Members elected to the South-

Carolina,
Lempriere, Clement, Captain of the Prosper,
Lempster, N. H., Signers to Association in, -
Lent, Abraham, Letter from,

Resignation of,
Le Roy, Jacob, examination of, -
Lesslie, Alexander, examination of,
Letter, from President of Congress to General Lee, -

From President of Congress to Lord Stirling,
From President of Congress to General Arm-

.

strong,
From President of Congress to General Wash-

ington'
From President of Congress to Major-Gene-

ral Thomas,
James Duane to Lord Stirling, -
Henry Juncken to the Philadelphia CC1!l1mit-

tee, -
WilliamBarker to NathanielWoodhull, .
Govemour Trumbull to General Schuvler, -
Governour Trumbull 10 President of Con-

gress,
General Armstrong to President of Congress,
Colonel Whipple to New-Hampshire Com-

mitteeof Safety, - - - - 43
Colonel Bartlett to New-Hampshire Commit-

teeofSafety, - - - - -
Thomas l\loffat to New York Congress,

FOURTHSERIES.- VOL. v.
.

615
647

- 875
194
534
385
350

37
37
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Letters from-
James Rosekrans to New-York Congress, 45
General Schuyler to Kingston Committee, - 46
General Schuyler to President of Congress, 91,103
Committee of Secret Correspondence to Silas

Deane, 48
Joseph Reed to General Washington, 49, 103,473
Georgia Council of Safety to South-Carolina

Congress, . - 52
Pennsylvania Committee of Safety to Dr.

Franklin, - 55
. Samuel Tucker to Lord Stirling, 55

General Lee to the New-York Congress, 57
General Lee to the President of Congress, - 74
General Lee to Colonel Isaac Sears, - 75
General LeI:) to Richard Hemy Lee, - 793, 863
New-York Congress to the New -J ersey Con-

gress,
William Ellsworth to the New-York Con-

gress, - - - - - -
Colonel Caswell to the North-Carolina Con-

gress, 62
Elbridge Gerry to James Warren, 84,506,1163
Newark Committee to the 'President of Con-

gress, 89
General Washington to Joseph Reed, - 105,

500,757,945
General Washington to John Hancock, 106
General Washington to Landon Carter, - 499
General Washington to his Brother, - 558, 1125
General Washington to Richard Henry Lee, 792
Lachlan Mcintosh to General Washington, 119
Lord. Stirling to Colonel Ward, 131
Lord Stirling to President of New-Jersey

Congress, 131, 133
Lord Stirling to John Hancock, 131
J ames Wilson to Lord George Germaine, - 395
John Jay to Colonel McDougall, 471
John Adams to General Gates, - - 472,1091
Lord George Germaine to Gen. Howe, 525,1186
General Arnold to Silas Deane, 549
George Mason to General Washington, 760
Le F. to the President of Congre~s, - - 794
Edmund Pendleton to Richard Henry Lee, - 814
Dr. Franklin to Josiah Quincy, 947
Gouverneur Morris to General Washington, 999
Thomas Stone to Daniel of St. Thomas Je-

nifer, - 1047
C. W. F. Dumasto Dr. Franklin, - 1134
Joseph Hawley to Elbridge Gerry, - 1168
Taken from Ship SaJly, (Note,) - 1369
Hyde Parker to the Commander of the Sally, 1369
William Ross to Mr. Mosely, - 1372
Governour Tryon to Major-General Howe, 1372

Letters of Marque, Resolves to fit out, - 844,1443
Instructions to Commanders of, - 1444, 1658
Applications for, and how 10 be made, - 1657

Lewes, account of an engagement at, - 838
Lewestown, patriotick spirit of, -. 965

Arms furnished to Battalion at, - 1694
Lewis, a Caughnawaga Iridian, - 148
Lewis, Andrew, appointed Brigadier-General, 83

Thanks of, for promotion, - 801
Lewis, Francis, Letter from, - 1174

Charge against, - 1482
Lexington, losses at the battle of, paid for, - 1291
L' Hommedieu, Ezra, advance of money to, 304
Liberty, American, asserted, .' 64
Lillirtgton, Ale,mnder, elected Colonel, - 1698
Lincoln, Benjamin, Report of, on the Boston Har-

bour, - 1260
Lindsay, Robert, discharge of, from service, - - 1651
Linen, manufacture of, in Maryland, - 1592
Lint, orders for preservation of, - 263
List, of booty taken from Tories, 63

Of Prisoners captured by Colonel Long, 63
Of Prisoners captured by Colonel Martin, - .63
Of men in Colonel Swartwout's Company, 289
Of Officers in the N ew- York Regiments, - 331
Of Soldiers' wives receiving pay, - - 357
Of the New-York Committee of Safety, 386,

59

59

213

43

83

84
37

38
39
39

46
43

44
45

109
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List, of Captains and Subalterns in the Delaware
Battalion, -

Of Officers in the Sixth Pennsylvania Bat-
talion, - 435

Of Members of the South-Carolina Legisla-
tive Council, . 615

Of Subalterns appointed in Pennsylvania, 686,687
Of Armed Boats and their Officers, 720
Of Officers in the New-Jersey Battalions, - 748
Of Signers to the New-Hampshire Declara-

tion, - 87q-912
Of Vessels left at Boston by the enemy, 934
Of men inlisted for Captain O'Hara, 955
Of Prisoners sent from North-Carolina to

Philadelphia, - 1006
Of Companies recruiting in New- York, - 1076
Of Prisoners sent from North-Carolina to Ma-

ryland, - 1) 09
Of Officers recruiting in Albany, - 1127
Of Field-Officers of the New-Yark Batta-

lions, - 1128
Of l\Iilitia Companies in Baltimore County, 1211
Of disaffected persons in Boston, - 1264
Of Membersof the New-York Congress, - ]315
Of Officersappointedby the North-Carolina

Congress, - - 1325
List, of Officers recruiting in Albany, - - 1475
Little, Samuel, Proceedings against, - 1080
Live Stock, Resolves concerning, - 1417
Livingston, Abraham, resignation of, ] 84 i

Proposals of, - - - 222 I
Reappointmentof, as Commissary, - 270
Proposals of, accepted, - 380
Money ad I'auced to, 384
Letters from, 536,989, 1236
Contract of, given up, 1702

Livingston,RobertR., Letterfrom, - - - 268
Livingston, Henry G., nomination of, as Lieutenant-

Colonel, - 317
Livingston, Henry B., nominated as Major, 317

Letter to, . - 1189
Livingston, Gilbert, Commissioner, - 326

Letter fi'om, - - 519, 1023
Livingston, Robert, offersuse of Furnace, 276
Livingston, John R., Bond of, 378
Livingston, General William,Letter to, 476
Livingston, Walter,Letters from, 777,813
Lloyd, Peter Zachary, appointedCaptain, 685
Lloyd, John, Jun., Letter from, - - 821

Order of New-York Congress, relating to, - 1483
Loan Officers, payments to, suspended, - 362
Lockhart, Samuel, elected Major by Congress, - 1698
London, Petition of the City of, to the King, 462

Extract of a Letter from, 809
Resol ve of the Common Council of, - - 1117

Londonderry,N. H., Signersto ASSlDciationin, - 892
Long, Pierce, Naval Officer at Portsmouth, - - 1089
Long, Colonel,Deputed by North-Carolina to receive

General Lee, - 1348
Long-Island, the enemy threaten, 202
Long, Andrew, Captain of Hifles, 682
Long, Nicholas, Quartermaster-General, North-Ca-

rolina, - 1365
Elected by Congress Quartermaster-General
. of Southern Department, - 1697

Lorch, Jacob, loan to, for erecting Powder Mill, 717
.Loring's Hill, importance of fortifying, - - - 957
L(J/ises,account of~by inhabitants of Hhode-Island, - 777

A Planter's estimate of, 799
Lott. Abraham, Treasurer of New-York, 103

Advance of Money to, - 317
Order for Accounts of, - 362

'Lmukrback, Peter, Recantation of, 547
Loudmm, N. n., Signersto Associationin, - 894
Loudon, Samuel, printer of Bills of Credit, - 339

Memorial from, 438
Address .of. to the Publick, 439
Complaint of, to New-York Congress, - 1389

Love, Major David, of North-Carolina, suspended, - 66
Love, Rev. David, of Maryland, appointed Chap-.

lain, - - 1552

INDEX. . 1732

431
Lovejoy, Abijah, appointed Major, 324
Lovel, Oliver, appointed Major, - 324
Lover of Order, Essay signed, ] 46

Another Memorial from, - - ]441
Lownsberry, William, examination of, - - 344
Lowrey, Colonel Thomas, Letter to, - 996

Letter from, - - 1122
Luddington, Comfort,appointedCaptain, 308
Luke, the Physician, Essay of, 85
Lunt, Captain Daniel, Narrative of, 759
Lux, William, Letters from, 231,441,463,762,836,1002

Letters to, - 827,1162
Examination of, by the Maryland Council of

Safety, - 1064
Order of the Council to arrest, - - 1364

Lux, George, Letter from, - - 1035
Cited before the Maryland Council of Safety, 1522
Order of the same to arrest, - ] 564

Lynch, Thomas, Jun., Delegate to Congress from
South-Carolina, - 606

Lynch, Thomas, Sen., permitted to resign, 607
Lyner, John, appointed Lieutenant, 295
Lyon, Samuel, promotion of, - 300
McCartuey, Cornelius,examinationof, - 345
j)1cCleave, John, Lieutenant of Brig Defence, 76

Captain of a row-Galley, 735
ltlcCleod, Captain, a Tory commander, death of, - 62
McCluer, James, appointed Adjutant, - 29
lUcCulloch, George, appointed Ensign, - - 1646
ltlcDermott, William, Letter fi'orn, 788
JJlcDonald, Donald, Correspondence of, 63, 64

Sent to Halifax Jail, 69
Conditional parole of, - 1317

JJlcDonald, Alexander, and others, Letter from, 190
lUcDonald, John, Superintendent of Lead Mines, - 307
McDonald, Allan, complaint of, - 495

Admitted to parole, - 1320
Resolve of Congress concerning, - 1fi62

McDonough, Dr. Thomas, Major in Delaware Bat-
talion, 431

Appointment of, confirmed in Congress, - 1648.
McDougall, Alexander, Letters to, 248, 278 ,

Nomination of, as Colonel, - 317
Return of the Regiment of, - 1088
Letters from, - - 1212, 1229

McHenry, Matthew, Surgeon of Ship Montgomery, - 186
McIntosh, Lachlan, Letters from, - 119,600, 1106
ltlcIntosh, Ale,mnder, elected Lieutenant-Colonel, - 580
ltlac Iver, Charles, Letter from, - 1209
ltlcKay, Samuel, (a prisoner,)Letter to, 858
McKee, Alexander, British Agent for Indians, 818

Gives his parole not to act, 820
His parole is accepted by Congress, - - 1692

:M:cKesson,John, Secretary of New-York Congress, 45
Letters to, - 45, 192,536,558,845,865, 1229
Letter from, to absent Members, - ] 229
Payment to, as Secretary, - 1505

ltlcKinzie, :~(t1nuel,appointed Battalion Surgeon, 733
McKnight, George, appointed Lieutenant, 286
McKnight, James, claim of, -. - 1163
Mcltlanus, John, appointed Lieutenant, 349
McPherson, John, Letter from, - 191

Offers his services to Congress, - 538
ltlackall, Benjamin, Letter from, - 228
Maclean, Allan, Hoyal Highland Emigrants, - 209
Magau, Colonel Robert, advance of money to, - 727
ltlagazine, order for building, at Annapolis, - - 1447
Jtlagee, Alexander, Tory principles of, - - 1224
Magruder, Cqlonel Zadock, Letters to, - - 513, 1177

Letter from, - - - - - 1195
]}laham, Hezekiah, elected Captain of'HifJes, 581

DeClines the election, 582
:Mail, detention of the, by the Ship Asia, 363

Order of Congress relating to the, - 1680
:Malcom, Major William, secret instructions to; 346

Heport from, - 371
Return of Regiment of, - 1236

Mandamus Counsellors, Massachusetts Proceedings in

. relation to the property of the, - 1249, 1305
.Manifesto, Admiral Hopkins's, to the people of New-

Providence, 46
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Manly, Commodore William, action of, - - 196
Elected by Congress Captain of Frigate, ... 1681

Manufactories, Proceedings of North-Carolina Con-
gress on, - 1337

Manufactures, Committee on, in New-York Congress, 373
Encouragement of domestick, 390
Memorial to Pennsylvania Assemb!y on the

subject of, - - 657
JYlarch,Clement, lmyment of, for services, 32
Maria Theresa, Ordinance of, - 1117
Marine Committee, appointment of, 364

Letters from, - - 370, 1129, 1140
Letter to, 810
Appointment of, by Congress, - - 1632
Empowered to build Galleys, - 1677

JYlariners, permission to inlist prisoners who are, - 1405
Marlborough,N. B., Signersto Associationin, 894
Marque, (See Letters of.)
Marshall, John, Threadmaker, Petition from, - 670

Report on the machinery of, 692
Marshall, James, Captain of Rifles, 679
A'larshall, Abraham, appointed Captain, - 685
A'lw'shall, Diary from, (Note,) - - - - 1145
Martin, Governour, conduct of, in.North-Carolina, 60

Report concerning, - - 1321
Petition to seize the property of, - - 1494

Martin, Alexander, appointed Colonel in Continental
Army,. - 1320

Appointment confirmed by election in Con-
gress, - 1698

Martinico, number of Troops in, 94
A'larvin, Elihu, Letters from, 548,978,979
Marvin, Ephraim, Adjutant of Minute-Men, - - 1431
Marvin, &eth, Letter from, - - - - 1044
111aryland,Correspondence of the Council of Safety

of, with-
John Stevenson, 40,836
Charles Beatty, 40,745
Wil1iam Ritchie, 41
John Hanson, Jun., 47,495,5:37,942, 1067
Aquila Hall, - 54
George Stricker, 54, 145
Calvert County Committee, 55, 125,463
Talbot County Committee, 70, 185,396,745
George Plater, .70, 409, 495
T~~~~ W
Philip Thomas, 92
Benjamin Rumsey, - 93
Jenifer and Hooe, - 94
CumberJand Dugan, 81
Joshua Beall, - 82, 172,477,505,538
Alex.ander Wickham, 123
John A. Thomas, - 123, 141,470,762
Charles Carroll, 124,145,171,173,513,1173
Virginia Committee of Safety, - 141, 144,408,

810,827,919
Captain William Haslett, - 142
Thomas Johnson, Jun., 145,965,1436
The Delegates in Congress, 145,179,2:31,396,

409,430,470,505,763,795,827,828,864,
920,953,960,970,971,983,1009,1060,1067

John Harrison, 171
Joseph Beall, - 171,814
Thomas Dorsey, 95, 178
Elkridge Committee, 178
J. McLure and J. E. Howard, - 185
Joseph Sim, - - 209,] 188
Mason and Dalton, - 227,418,762
Benjamin MackaH, - - 228
James Murray, 228, 242
Jonathan Beall, 229
M. Gist, - 230, 1085
William Lux, 231,441,463,762,827,

1002, 1138, 1162
241,4:30

244
400
430

186,469,542,795
- 469

470

William Ennalls,
Matthew Tilghman,
Thomas TilJard,
Alexander SomervilJe,
Captains Kent and Henry,
Thomas B. Hands, - -
John Steward,
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Maryland Council of Safety, Correspondenceoj, with-
George Plater, 504
J. T. Boucher, , 512,513 .
Baltimore Committee, 95,143,198,292,505,552,

774,1035,1173,1210,1223,1224
Chestertown Committee, .. 197
Captain Fauntleroy, 198
Richard Mason, 198
Harford County Committee, 199
Daniel Bowley, 210
Captain Nicholson, - - 231,1008,1085
Brigadiers-General, 244
ColonelThomas Wright, - 400
William Hindman, - 400, 795
Queen-Anne's County Committee, 429,441,838
Hugh YoLlng, - 430, 1099, 1162
Colonel John Veazey, 441
Dorchester County Committee, - 172, 442
Anne Arundel COLlntyCommittee, 463
Charles County Committee, 478, 542
Frederick County Committee, - 479, 774, 1177
Kent County Committee, - 479
Doctors Howard and Co~lc, 479
Committees of Observation, - 479
Stephen West, 494
Daniel and Samuel Hughes, 504
Captain Burgess, 505
Colonel Zadock Magruder, 513, 1177, ] 195
John Yoast, - 513
ColonelJohn.HalJ, - 71
Colonels Dorsey and 'Weems, - 71
Prince George's County Committee, - 95
Brigadier-General Chamberlaine, 144
Alexandria Committee, 144
Captain John Gunby, 172
Governour Eden, 173
Edward Gaither, 536
Captain William Henry, - 537
Nathaniel Smith, 541
St. Mary's County Committee, - 762
Captain Rezin Beall, 774
John Page, 785
E. Johnson, - - ,801
Gerard Hopkiris, - 826, 1195
Thomas Smith, 826
James Hindnmn, 172,837, 1"2.34.
Scott and others, 837
Richard Harrison, - 864, 984
Thomas Srnyth, 920,931
Colo,nel Smallwood, 95, 930, 969, 1173
PresIdent o.fCongress, 954, 970, 1060
Thomas RIchardson, 964
Andrew Beall, 969
Alexandcr Ross, 992
Colonel Fran.cis Ware, - 992, 1162, 1171
John Rogers~ - - 1090, 1109
Solomon Wnght, 1099
Edmund Pendleton, 1109
Captain Holden, - 1118
Captain Valiallt, - IllS
John Dent, 1138
Captain Samuel Smith, 1]61
Lieutenant James Campbell, 1]61
John Baxter, - 1173
Samuel Purviance, Jun., - 1176
George Lux, - 1035
Rol)crt Pottens, 1210
George Woolsey, -1188, 1210
General Lee, - 1222
Henry Yost, - 1] 76

John Unsold, - 1177
Joseph Turner, 1223
Thomas Ewing, 1233

ltfaryland, a Convention caned in, - - - 1009
Delegates in Congress from, insulted, - 1010

, Proceedingsof the Councilof, - -1523 1526
Proceedings of the Convention of,

,
1579

Adjournment of the Convention of, - - 1602
ltlasQn, N. H., Selectmen of, cited before Assembly, 22
,Mason, George, Letter from, 760
Massachuscttensis, Address signed, 1156

*

'.
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:Massachusetts, Committee sent to, from New-Hamp-
shire, 29

Letter to the Gouncil of, - 176
Proceedings of the General Court of, - 487
Report to the Council of, - 522
Letters to the Council of, - - 551,

806, 834, 950, 957, 1002, 1228
Delegates to the Council of, 774
Message of the Council of, to th~ House of

Representatives, - 784, 797
Assembly of, congratulate Washington, 539
Order of Council of, relating to Prisoners, - 956
Instructions of, to the Pittsfield Committee, - 1088
Proceedingsof the Councilof, - - 1239
Adjournment of Council of, - 1316

iUassenbach, Monsieur, appointed Ensign by Con-
gress, - 1654

Matthews, David, Mayor of New- York, 216
Correspondence of, - 216, 955

'Matthews, John, Assistant Judge in South-Carolina, 616
,Mate, a Surgeon's, allowed to each Regiment, - 1654
Mayor, of Cork, Address of, to the King, - - 196

Of New-York, permitted to visit.the enemy's
Ships, - - - - - - 1428

Mayson, Major James, thanks of South-Carolina .10, 607
'Meade, William, appointed Lieutenant, 302
:b'Iease,J., Commissary, - 1629
:b'Iedal, a golden, presented to Washington, - 764
Medicines, great deficiency of, in the Army, - 115

Bills for, 118
Meigs, Return, Merchandise lost by, - 152
ftlelchior, Isaac, cited before Congress, - 1633

Is pardoned and dismissed, - 1634
Meloon, James, charge against, - - - - 1292
:b'lemorial,of Merchants, to New-York Congress, 45

Of the Treasurer of New-York to same, 103
Of sundry Officers to same, 296
Of James Wilson to the King, - 395
Of Officers, to the Philadelphia Association, 664
Of Philadelphia Committee to the Pennsyl-

vania Assembly, - 434,673
Of Samuel Loudon to the New-York Com-

o mittee, 438, 1441
Menema, Daniel, appointed Surgeon's Mate, - - 1476
:b'Ieti-oJ-War, report of, at Annapolis, - 95. Conduct of, at Savannah, - 119

Report of, in the Potomack, 123
Reported off Sandy-Hook, 132
Expectation of, at Baltimore, 143

:b'Iercer,Richard, payment of Rifles, 585
Meredith, N. H., Signers to Association in, 894
:b'lessage,of Massachusetts Council to the House of

Representatives, - - - - - 476
Of South-Carolina Assembly to their Presi-

dent,-
Of Governour of Pennsylvania to the Assem-

bly, - . 658
Of General Schuyler to the Indians, - 771

Middkton, Dr., Permit granted to, 258, 292
:b'Iiddleton, Benry, thanks of South-Carolina pre-

sented to, - 566
Resigns his seat in Congress, 572

Mijflin, Thomas, Orders and Instructions for, - - .491
Letter to, 812
Conference of, with New-York Committee, - 1429

Mles, Samuel, appointed Colonel, 246
Rank of, settled in the Pennsylvania Troops, 684
Authorized to purchase Rifles, - - 732

Military Association, Philadelphia, Petition from
Privates of, - - - - 662

Memorial from Officers of, - 664
Rules for government of, - - 696
Books, purchase of, by Pennsylvania, 717

Militia, Ret.urn of Massachusetts, in the Army, 117
Laws, revisal of, in New-York, 272,275
Order for arrangement of the, 361
Fines imposed on, - 383
Draft of, in New-Jersey, - 508
Urgent caJl for, in New-York, - - 475
Order of South-Carolina Congress concerning, 574
Division of, in South-Carolina, - 607
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647

Militia-
. Petition of the Cumberland, Pennsylvania, - 680

State of Snyder's Regiment of, - - 1165
Companies of, in Baltimore County, - - 1211
Officers appointed for, in North-Carolina, - 1332
Proceedings of New- York Congress relating

to, - 1504
Drafts of, in North-Carolina, - 1348
Report upon, in New-York Congress, - 1505
Report upon, in North-Carolina Congress, - 1350
Return of, made to Baltimore Committee, - ] 516
Hasbrouck's Regiment of. - 1419
Act of Connecticut to regulate, - - ] 606
Order for discharge of, at New-York, - - ]665
Pay of, at Cambridge, fixed by Congress, - 1696

Miller, James, appointed Lieutenant, - - 290
Miller, Doctor Benjamin, examination of, 303
Miller, John, appointed Lieutenant, 303
Miller, Bumett, Letter from, 812
Miller, William,permittedto return to England, - 1002
Miller, Captain Henry, Letter from, - 1095
Miller, Charles, Letter from, - 1238
MillS, John, appointed Lieutenant, 80
Mills, Nathaniel, and others, Letter from, 926
Minor, Nathaniel, losses of, by capture, ] 58
:Minor, ~amuel, appointed Adjutant, - - 324
Minthorn, John, appointed Capt.ain, - 319
Minute-men, Return of, at Fort Constitution, - 262

Extra pay refusedto, 270
Made subject to the Brigadiers, - 396
Captain Henry's Company of, - 537
Permission to recruit from, - 1404
Act in Connecticut to raise and equip, - ]609

Mitchell, John, Mustermaster to Pennsylvania Arma-
ments, 719

Commissary of Provisions, 7~2
Commander of Ship Montgomery, - 7~9

Mitchell, Thomas, examination of, - - 1490
Mobray, Annen, appointed Ensign, - 257
Moffat, Thoma,s, Letter from, - -: 45
:b'lolly, order of Congress to purchase Ship, - - 1652
Monadnock, N. H., Signers to Association in, 894
MQncrieff, Alexander, Jail-keeper, New-York, - 1229

Complaint of, to New-York Congress, - 1463
Money, great. scarcity of, - - - - 109, 147

Loan of, by New-York Con[!1'essto Count y
C . 0

ommlttee, - - - - - 373
Advance of, by same to Congress, - - 1076

Monitors, election of, in New-Hampshire Assembly, 4
Monopoly, Resolve of the Philadelphia Committee

against, - 74
Montague, Stores taken at Fort, - 824
Montgomery,PennsylvaniaShip-of-Warsonamed, - 730
Montreal, notice of the surrender of, - - _ 312

Letter dated at, _ 751
Extract of a Letter from, - 804
Arrival of Canada Commissioners at, - - 1114

Mooney, Hercules, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, _ 27
:b'loore,Brigadier-General James, Letters from and

to, - 61,63,64
Thanks awarded to, 68
Appointed by Congress Brigadier-General, - 8g

Moore, James, appointed Captain-Lieutenant, 316
Moore's Creek Bridge, battle with the Tories at, 61, 62
.Moores, Aby"ah, appointed Captain, - - - 310
Morey, Israel, Letters from, 117,427
Morgan, Doctor John, Letters from, 419, 859,1024,1025

Orders and Instructions to,
,

783
'}Uorgan, Colonel George, Letter from, - - 1010
Morgan, George, Agent of Indian affairs, - 1664, 1682
Morrill, Samuel, Account from, paid, - 30
Morris, Robert, one of the Secret Committee, 49

Letter from, - 801
Adams's opinionof, _ 1091

Morris, Gouverneur, nomination of, as Lieutenant-
Colonel, _ 317

Letter from, - 999
Morris County, N. J., Letter from Committee of, - 246

Letter to same, 397
Morris, James, security demanded from, _ 1549
Morrison, Malcolm, resignation of, 136, 362
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Morrison, Malcolm, Letter from, - - 365
Morrison, James, appointed Lieutenant of Marines, 729
Morrow, John, appointed Captain of Rifles, - - 678
Morton, John, Speaker of Pennsylvania Assembly, - 667

Letter to, - 683
Mott, Gershom, Letter from, 753, 869
JJ1.otte,Jacob, Commissioner [or signing Money Bills, 586
Moultrie, Akxander, Commissioner for signing Money

Bills, - 586
Elected Attorney-General of South-Carolina, 616

Moultrie, William, Member of Legislative Council o[
South-Carolina,- - 618

Moylan, Stephen, Aid-dc-Camp to Washington, 113
Correspondence of, 166, 167, 374, 1113, 1114

Mulford, Ezekiel, appointed Captain, - - 303
Murray, James, Letters from, 228, 242
Murray, John, visit of, to Governour Tryon, - - 287

Permitted to send supplies to same, - 1380
Murray, Francis, appointed Captain, - - 685
~MusketBattalion, of Pennsylvania, Officers of the, 692
JJluskets, advertisement for contract for, - 1418

Contract for supply of, in Maryland, - - 1592
JJfustermasters,appointment of, in New-Hampshire, 29

- itlustermaster-General, Resolve for appointment of,
in South-Carolina, - 579

Duties and pay of, fixed, - - 64]
Nancy, burning of Brigantine, 163

Loss of, related, - 1009
Nantasket, British Fleet in Road of, - 482

Departure o[ the Fleet from, - 522
Narrative, Captain Smith's, to the Maryland Coun-

cil of Safety, - 1065
Narrows, importance of stopping up the, - 958
.J.:Vash,Francis, appointed Colonel, - 1320

Confirmed by election in Congress, - 1697
Nassau, stores taken at Fart, - 824
Naval Armaments, pay of Officers in the Pennsyl-

vama, 727
Officers, pay of, in Maryland, - - 1556

Navy, Rules and Articles for, in South-Carolina, - -608
Address to the friends of the American, - 1079
J . Adams's notice of the, - 1111

Negroes, ordersfor employmentof, in New-Yark, - 219
NeMon, Captain John, orders to, - - - - 244
NeMon, N. H., Signers to Association in, - 898
Neptune, capture of Sloop, - - - - 156
Nesbitt, John Maxwell, Paymaster of the Pennsylva-

niaForces,- - 688
Neufville,John,resignationof, -' 643
Nevaro, Isaac, discharge of, from Prison, - 1460
Newark, N. J., LeUer fromCommitteeof, - 89

Proceedingsof Committeeof, - 236
New-Boston,N. H., Associatarsin, - 897
New-Brunswick, N. J., Proceedings of the Commit-

tee of, - 749
Newbern, N. C., Provincial Council held at, - 65
Newburgh, N. Y., Letter fromCommitteeof, 89
Newburyport,it/ass., Proceedingsof the Committee

of, - 476
New-Canaan,N. Y., LeadMineat, - 298
New- Castle,N. H., List of Associatorsin, . - 895
New-Hampshire, Congress of, resolves itself into an

Assembly,
Assembly, appoint a Committee of Safety, -
Assembly, Proceedings of,
Assembly, adjournment of,
Assembly, Proclamation by,
Declaration by inhabitants of,

Assembly, Correspondence oj, with-
Titus Salter, - - 225
Robert Treat Paine, - 245
J. Folsom, - 427
General Sullivan, - 482

Committee of Safety, Correspondence oj, with-
ColonelMorey, - - - - 117,427
Colonel Bedel, 140,428
Colonel Moylan, 167
General Washington, - 224
General Sullivan, - 225
President of Congress, - 232
Philadelphia Committee, - 401

1
10
21
36

- 429- 873
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New-Hampshire Committee of Safety, Correspondence
oj, with-

Delegates of New-Hampshire, in Congress, - 413
Maryland Delegates, - 414
Captain James Osgood, - - 428
Titus Salter, - - 1058
General Ward, - 1059
Colonel Gilman, - 1218
Francis Abbott, - 1231
Proceedings of the, - 1057

Newington, N. H., List of Associators in, - 895
New-Jersey Congress, Proceedings of, - 55

Letter from, to New-Yark Congl'ess, - - 263
Committee of Safety, Correspondenceoj, with-

The President of Congress, 231,517,533
Lord Stirling, - 475
.New-York Committee, -1424, ]464
GeneralWashington, - 1052
Proceedings of the, - 508, 1042
Return of First and Second Battalions of, - 748

New-London, Conn.,fortificationof, - 1621
New-Market, N. H., List of Associatorsin, - - 895
Newport, N, E., List of Associatarsin, 906
Newport, R. L, reports of Vessels off, - 788, 789

Captures made at, - - 857
New- York, Correspondence of the Congress of, with- _

General Lee, 57,58,302,313,323,334,342
Congressof New-Jersey, - 59, 263
John Hathorn, - 146, 1000
Levi Pawling, - 239
Delegates in Continental Congress, - 101,

263,296,301,31],318,352
Colonel Nicoll, 75, 239, 766
J. Hasbrouck, 137,405
Abraham Livingston, 184, 222
Abraham Lent, 194, 398
Curtenius & Co., - 204
Colonel Curtenius, 294,304, 1180
David Matthews, - 216
Albany Committee, - 222, 766
Robinson and Price, 466
Christian Jacobson, - - 249
Jecamiah Allen, - 249
Lord Stirling, - 288, 289, 978
General Washington, - 289, 1503
Poughkeepsie Committee, - ~91
General Schuyler, 294,301,318,330, 331, 375
President of Congress, 192, 297, 317
Elizabethtown Committee, 293
Richmond County Committee, - - 293
King's District Committee, - - 307
JamesDuane, (Note,) - - 318
Queen's County Committee, - 352
Robert Livingston, - - 377
Ulster County Committee, 379
Robert Ogden, - 309
Cumberland County Committee, - 323
Essex, New-Jersey, County Committee, - 381
Suffolk County Committee, - - - 385
General Thompson, 547
Isaac Ryckman, - 751
Captain Davis, - 776
Nathaniel Fordham, 776
Walter Livingston, - 777,813
Nathaniel Mills and others, - 926
Garret Abeel, 1077
Cornelius Steenrod, ] 155
General Provost, 1236

New- York Congress, Circular from, to-
The Colonels of Minute-Men, -
The absent Members, '.

Petitions to, from--
David Shaddell,
The Treasurer of the Colony, -
Abner Briggs, - -
Joseph Wood and others, -
Proceedings of the Congress of,
Members composing Congress of,
General Lee's propositions to defend, -
Lord Stirling's regulations for defence of,
Lord Stirling's preparatory orders for, -

59
- 1229

58
103
750

1495
251-396, 1491

- 251
213, 215

- 217
- 218
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New- York Congress, Petitions to, from-
Mayor of, to tbe Editors of the Gazette, 248
Further regulations for defence of, :381
Address to the Inhabitants of, - 854
vVashington assumes command at, 943

Correspondence of Committee of Safety oj, with-
Major William Douglass, - 437
John James Boyd, 4:38
William Powell, 438, 449
James Duane, - 447, 1:399
Benjamin Birdsall, 450
John Chatfield, - 465, 1369
Peter Van Alstyne, 465
GovernourTrumbull, - 465, 1,120
Isaac Sears, - 511
Gilbert Livingston, - 519, 1023
Robert Treat Paine, 528
President of Congress, 509, 1368, 1406, 1443
Colonel Josiah Smith, 5;33
Henry'Vjsner, f - 533, 1053, 1421
William Elder, 539
Americanl1s. - 548
Elihu Marvin, 548
John Blackler, 548
Azor Betts, - 558
General Heath, 75],766
William McDermott, 788
Jeremiah Clark, 796
Bl'Irnett Miller, 812
Adrian Baneker, 844
Samuel Buell, 844
John Landon, 845
Andrew Billings, - 856, 1024, 1462
William Allison, 946
Johannes Hardenburgh, - 946
William Scudder, - 955
Christian Jacobson, 955
General Washington, 967, 968, 997, 1052, 107'1,

1094, 1126, 1147, 1447, 1451, 1466,
1467, 1472, 1477, 1479, 1481

Dutchess County Committee, - - 968,1402
Abraham Livingston, 989
Lieutenant Payne, 99Q
Isaac Gidney, 990
Marinus Willet, 998
Rynier Van Hosen, 998
Richard Norwood, - 998
Colonel Ritzema, - - 1043,1212
Levi Pawling, - 1044
John McDonald, - 1077
John Jay, - 1092,1482
Thomas Palmer, - 1095
Captain Belknap, - - 1114, 1154
John Snyder, - 1164
Joseph B]anchard, - - 1229
New- York Delegates in Congress, ] 123,

1391, 1397, 1478
Colonel Isaac Nicoll, 1395, 1405, 1425, 14:34
John Barnes, - 1403
Suffolk County Committee, - 1413
Highland Commissioners, - 1414, 14]6
John Haring, - 1419
General Putnam, - 1164, 1432
Lord Stirling, - 1439
Goshen Committee, -1455, 1456
Colonel Gilbert Drake, - 1464
New-Jersey Congress, - 1424, 1464
King's District Committee, - 1465,1470
Albany Committee, - 1474,1477
Moses Ogden, - 1:38]
Brigadier-General Woodhull, - 1399
Richmond County Committee, - 1417
Westchester County Committee, - 1456
Rhinebeck Committee, - 1459
Orange County Committee, - 1459
General Schuyler, - - 1464

New- York, Memorial to the Committee of Safety of, 438
Proceedings of the Committee of Safety of, 1128,

1367
843
685

Letter to the Convention of,
Nice, John, appointed Captain, -
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Nicholas, Robert C., Delegate from James City, Va., 1046
Nicholson, Captain James, his pursuit of Governour

'Eden, 930
Correspondence of, - 1008, 1085, 1509
Thanks of Baltimore Committee presented to, 1511
Thanks of Maryland Council of Safety, pre-

sented to, - - 1545
Nicholson, John, nomination of, as Major, -, 317
Nicholson, Colonel John, arrangement of the Regi-

ment of,' - 949
.Sicola, .M.ajorLewis, Barrackmaster, Pennsylvania, 658
Nicoll, Colonel Isaac, Correspondence of, 75,

239;261,558,766,845,991,1114,
1153, 118~ 1231, 139~ 140~ 1434

Garrison Return fimn, - 1202
Promotion of; recommended, - 1454
Thanks of New-York Congress presented to, 1493

Nicolle, Nicholas, payment of Account of, 23
Nicols, Robert Lloyd, Paymaster in Maryland, - 1600
Niles, Robert, Captain of Schooner' Spy, - 1130
Nitre, (See Saltpetre.)
Ni;ren, Elias, appointed Portmaster at New-York, 281
Nixon, John, Chairman of Pennsylvania Committee

of Safety, -
Noble, Thaddeus, Gunsmith,

Contract with,
Noddk's Island, destruction of property ~t,

Order relating to,
'

North Battery, Report of the state of, -
North- Carolina, Deputation sent /i'om, to South-

Carolina, - 596
Troops sent to assistance of, 598
Extract of a Letter from, 959
Congress of, resolve for Independence, 860
Congress, Proceedings of, - 1315
Congress, Declaration of, - 1342
Congress of, resolve to choose a Committee

of Safety, - - 1361
Congress, adjournment of, - ] 368
Proceedings in Continental Congress, for de-

fenceof, - 1697
Field-Officers elected by Congress for, - 1697

Northampton,N. H., List of Associatorsin, - 896
Northampton, Va., Proceedings of Committee of, 469, 1158
Northumberland, Pennsylvania, Letter from Sheriff

of, 658
Petitions from, 661, 676

Northwood, N. H., List of Associators in, 897
Norton, Beriah,.Letter from, 176
lVorwood, Richard, Letter from, 998
Nottingham, N. H., Signer'Sto Association in, 897
Nottingham WCst,N. H., Signers to Association in, 898
Nova-&otia, Petition from the people of, 523, 936
Nowell, Tfilliam, Letter to, - - - 1046
Noxon, Benjamin, appointed Lieutenant, 324
Nuke-Hill, Battery at, 109
Oa7cley,Elijah, sLl5piciousconduct of, - 238

Appointed Lieutenant, - 308
Oakley, Samuel, appointed Lieutenant, 257
Oath, Committee to administer, in New-Hampshire, 18

Of office, nature of, 20
Of allegiance, required in North-Carolina, - 69
Form of, for printer of money bills, 3:39
Not to give intelligence to the enemy, 368
Offidelity, administered to the South-Carolina

Forces, :-
Prescribed to Insurgents, in South-Carolina,
For all Officers in South-Carolina,
Ceremonies on administering, in South-Caro-

lina, 617
Form of, for Military Officers, in Pennsylvania, 712
Act to establish forms of, in Connecticut, - 1605

Odlin, Rev. l}lr., Funeral of, 28
Officers, Army and Navy, excllld~d fi'om South-

CarolinaAssemb]y, - - - - 6]1
Arrangement of, in Nicholson's Regiment, - 949
Appointrnent of, in Massachusetts, - 1239

1242, 1252
List of, appointedin North-Carolina, 1325, 1342
List of, appointedin New-York, -1409,

1431, 1440, 1462, 1486,1499

717
- 1465

1470
165

- 1283
521

579
614
617
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Oificers-
Recruiting in Albany, - 1475
Appointment of; in Connecticut, - 1613
Form of Commission to, in Connecticut, -] 618
Promotion of, to be decided by Congres$, - 1701

Ogden, Robert, Correspondence of, - - 56, 309
Ogden, Lewis, Chairman of Newark Committee, - 89

Letter from, - 215
Ogden, 1Uajor,Remonstrance against promotion of, 403.

Promotion of, defended by Congress, - 1695
Ogden, lYloses,Correspondenceof, - 414,1381

Contract with, - ]388
Ogden, Matthias, promotion of, - - 1633
0' Hara, Captain Henry, list of Recruits for 955
Oliver, Samuel, appointed Ensign, 448
Onderdonck, Abraham, appointed LieiJienant, 308
Onondaga, conference of Indians at, 91
Oppressions, catalogue of, Continental and local, - 1026
Orange County, N. Y., COlT(~spondence of the Com-

mittee of, - - 277, 393, 1459,
Orders, Lord Stirling's, for defence of New-York, 219-221

Genera] Lee's, to the Virginia Battalions, - 1006
Of New-York Congress to Recruiting Officers, 1331

Orders and Instructions of Washington-
To Major-General Ward,
To Colonel Knox,
To Assistant Quartermaster-General Parke,
To Dr. John Morgan,

Ordinance, Maria Theresa's, against succoring the
Americans, - 1117

Ordinary, election of an, in South-Carolina, 617
Ordnance, supply of, to General Lee, - 299

Stores, return of, left at Boston, 523
Orford, N. H., Bedel's Regiment delayed at, 26
Osborn, Roger, appointed Ensign, 284
Osborne, George Jerry, appointed Lieutenant, 33
Osgood, Captain James, Letter from, -' 428
Ostrander, Thomas, appointed Ensign, 308
Otis, James, Letter from, - - - 408
Otter, entrance of the Sloop-of-War into Patapsco, 145

Manmuvres of the same off Annapolis, 199
Oz'erton, Isaac, appointed Adjutant, 290
Owings, Robert, Recantation of, 547
Ozeas, Peter, acknowledgmentof errorby, - 539
Packersfield, N. H. List of Associators in, 898
Page, Enoch, appointed Major, - 25
Page, John, Letter from, - 785
Page, Bernard, examination of, - 1437
Paine, Robert Treat, Letters from, 245,528
Palfrey, William, appointed Aid-de-Camp to Wash-

ington, . - 113
Letter from,t~ Presi_t of Congress, - 1190
Appointed Paymaster~eneral, - - 1204, 1691

Palmer, Thomas, Letter from, 90, 1114
Appointed Commissioner, 299

Palmer, Elias, 'appointed Ensign, 295
Paper, general scarcity of, - - - 942, 1218

Manufacture of; in Maryland, - 1600
Paper-Mill, proposal forerecting a, in South-Carolina, 598
Papers of the old Government in New-Hampshire,

order for delivery of,
Paris, English intrigues at, -
Parishes, Representatives from the several, in South-

Carolina,
Parke, John, Assistant Quartermaster-General, In-

structions to,
Suit against, suspended, -

Parker, John, complaint against,
Report of a Committee on,

Parker, Otis, Muster and Paymaster, -
Parker, William, Commissioner of the Treasury in

South-Carolina, -
Parole, form of,

Deputy Indian ~e'nts', taken,
Of Governour Brown and others, taken,
Voluntary, of Governol1r Eden,

Parrey, Caleb, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel,
Rank of, settled,

Parsons, James, Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives in South-Carolina, - - - 617

Chosen Member of Privy Council, - 618

782
- 1257

27
28
29

645
740
820
865

- 1562
683
634

Patapsco, the Otter Sloop-of- ,"Var in the,
Vessels sunk in the channel of, -

Paton, John, appointed Major,
Patten, John, appointed Lieutt'lJant-Colonel, -
Patterson, Robert, appointed Lieutenant,
Patton, John, appointed Major,

.
-

Rank of, settled,
Elected in Congress Lieutenant-Colonel,

Pawling, Levi, Letter fi'om,
Paxton, Thomas, appointment of, superseded, .
Pay, New-Hampshire advances to her Canada Re-

giment,
Of the Members of New-Hampshire Assem-

bly, - ]5
Extra, voted to Clerk of Assembly, 19
Of sundry Officers in Massachusetts, 1274, 1275

Paymasters, appointment of, in New-Hampshire, 29
Appointed in North-Carolina, - 1327
Per centage allowed to, in lieu of pay, - 1355
Appointment of, - 1364

Pay-Table, Committee appointed to compose a, 364
Payne, Lieutenant James William, Letter from, 990
Pectick's Island, necessity of forti(ying,- 957
Pierce, Phineas, elected Ensign, - 127
Pelham, N. H., Proceedings of the Committee of, - 1080
Pembroke, N. H., List of Associators in, 898
Pendleton, Edmund, President of Virginia Council of

&~~, %
Letter from, - - 1109

Pendleton, Henry, Assistant Jud,lSein South-Carolina, 616
Penhallow, Samuel, Register 01 Court of Admiralty,

New-Hampshire, -
Penn, John,. Governour of Pennsylvania, Message

from, 658
Suspicion against, refuted, - 1689

Pennsylvania, Address to the People of, 96,
125,514,542,839,850,1049

Rules and Articles for the government of the
Forces of, - 705

Correspondence of the Committee of Safety of, 55,
745, 795, 1178

Petition to Committee of Safety of, 464
Proceedings of Committee of Safety of, 717 -7 46
Meeting of the Assembly of, 655
Letter to the Assembly of, 434
Adjournment of the Assembly of, 716

Penobscot, Letter to the Chiefs of the Tribes of, - 1304
Peoples, William, Captain of Rifles, 679
Perkins, Abraham, appointed Lieutenant, 27
Perkins, Samuel, Deposition of, - 163
Perkins, Dr. AbiJah, Letter from, (Note,) - ]502
Perry, Ebenezer, appointed Ensign, 27
Perry, Caleb, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, - 246
Pest-House, appointment of Physicians for the, 742
Petapanihila, money paid to, 656
Peterborough, N. H., list of Associators in, 899
Petersburgh, Va., extract of a Letter from, - 862
Petition, of New-Hampshire to Congress, 21

Of North Company to New-Hampshire As-
sembly,

Of Officers and Soldiers to New-Hampshire
Assembly, -

Of citizens of Hollis to New-Hampshire As-
sembly,

Of Da vid Shaddel to New-York Congress, -
Of William Gandell to New-York Congress,
Of John Willet and others to New-York Con-

gress,
Of soldiers of Captain Johnson's Company to

New-York Congress, -
Of Militia Officers to the Albany Committee,
Of people of Nova-Scotia to Washington,
Of Van 'Rensselaer and Sons to Albany Com-

mittee,
Of Field-Officers of Berks to Pennsylvania

Assembly,
Of Buck's County Committee to Pennsylva-

nia Assembly,
Of Cumberland Militia to Pennsylvania As-

sembly,
Of Albany Committee to Congress,

780
782
782
783

30
794

612
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145
- 1570

246
- 1320

310
683
684

- 1698
239
687

15

17

26

29

32
58

223

253

268
521
523

548

659

672

680
979
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Petition-
Of inhabitants of Pittsfield to Massachusetts

Council, - 1266
Of inhabitants of New-York to the Congress

thereof, 38
Of City of London. to the King, - 462
Of Oswell Eve, 464

Phelps, Noah, Account of, settled, - 1688
Phenix, Ship-of-War, permit to visit, 303,305

Supply of Provisions for, - -' - - 316
Philadelphia, Correspondence of the Committee of, 38,

73,434,683,764
Resolution of same regarding monopoly, 74
Proceedings of same, - 85,507,538, 828
County C~mmittee of, Proceedings, 442
Civis to the Inhabitants of, 802
Guard ordered to the J ail of, - 1653
An Elector to the Electors of, - - 1118, 1143
Civis to the Freeholders of, - 1140

Phillips, James, Letter to, - - - - - 795
Pickering, Timothy, his military discipline adopted, - 1300
Picket, David, advertised as an enemy, 779
Pierce, Ephraim, appointed Ensign, - 310
Piermont, N. H., List of Associators in, - 899
Pierson, David, appointed Captain, 305
Pilots, wages of, fixed by law in Pennsylvania, 728
Piper, John, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, - 246
Piper, James, appointed Lieutenant-Colonel, - - 683

Rank of, settled, 684
Piscataqua, Harbour of, fortified, - - 20
Pitt, John, agreement with for Pilot-boats, - 1525
Pittsfield, Mass., Warrant for March meeting at, 806, 1703

Instructions to the Committee sent to, - 1088
Plain Hints, -' 211
Planter, to the People of Virginia, 492,798,914
Plater, George, Letter from, 70, 504
Plum, Amariah, gratuity to, - 1627
Point, Alderton, situation of, considered, 957
Politicks, J. Adams's profession of, 472
Polk, Thomas, elected Colonel by Congress, - -] 698
Polly, capture of Brigantine, 151
Polly, capture of Sloop, - - - ]63
Pooplopen, Letter to Commissioners at, - 14]9
Pork, order for purchase of, 361,996

Price of, fixed, - 1378
Port-Henderson, Ship, order for seizure of, 597

Letters on board delivered to claimants, 604
Port, of Baltimore, embargo on the, - 1506
Porter, Colonel Elisha, Letter from, 240
Portledge, Regiment of, in New-Hampshire, - 29
Portmaster, appointment of a, in New-York, - 281

Report from the, - 326
Regulations for guidance of, - 354

Ports, conditional opening of, by Congress, - 1450
Portsmouth, N. H., Address of, to the Assembly, - 7

Remonstrance of, against a new GO\rernment, 8
List of Associators in, 899
Appointment of a Naval Officer at, - 1089

Post, Anthony, recommended as Captain of Artificers, 269
. Estimate furnishedby, 297
Postage, made free to Generals in service,. - - 1682
Post-riders, despatch of facilitated, in South-Carolina, 580
Pottens, Robert, Letter from, - 1210
Potts, James, appointed Major, 246

Rank of, settled, 683
Potts, Thomas, elected Captain of Rifles, 582
Potts, Dr. Jonathan, Petition of, to Congress, - 1] 18
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Committee of, 291
Powder, importation of, 84

Arrival of, from France, - 100
Large quantity of, at Albany, 250
Resolve concerning, in Massachusetts, - 1307
Supplies of, in Connecticut, - 1624
Congress return loans of, -. - 1632

Powder~Mills, New-Hampshire orders erection of, 30, 33
Loans money to build, 378
Premium given for building in New-York, - 390
Order for erection of, in South-Carolina, 587
Erection of, Emcouraged in Pennsylvania, 657
Money loaned for erecting in same, 717
Encouragement of, in Massachusetts, - 1265

INDEX. 1744

P owder-ltlills-
Erection of, in Maryland, - - 1599
Erection of, in Connecticut, - 1628

Powder-Vessels, order for security of New-Hamp-
shire,

Powell, William, permission to visit enemy's ships
refused to, - 438

Application of renewed, - 449
Powell, GeorgeGabriel,declinesa Judgeship, 616
Prayer, omissionof the, for King, in Maryland, - 1598
Preble, Jedediah, Letter to, - 1218
Prentice, Nathaniel Sartel, sent to Cambridge, 26
Presentments of the Grand Jury at Charlestown, - 1033
Price, Henry Yelverton, committed as a Tory, 718
Price, Dr., freedom of London granted to, 810
Price, J., Deputy Commissary-General of Provisions, 1653
Price and Haywood, sundry Accounts of, - 1685
Prices of sundry Goods, 34

Fixed for articles of necessity, in Philadelphia, 86
Regulated by the Newark, New-Jersey, Com-

mittee, 236
Meeting at Philadelphia to consider, - - 508
Regulation of, in Georgia, - 1138
Resolve of Congress relating to, - 1693

Prince, Francis, elected Captain of Rifles, 582
Prince George's, Md., orders to Committee of, 95

Military appointments in, - 1530,
1531, 1545, 1547, 1551, 1557

Delegates from, to Convention, - - 1579
Prisoners, money voted for, in New-Hampshire, 17, 18

Escape of, from Lord Dunmore, 314
Application of, to Congress, 452
Exchange of, proposed, 467
Schuyler's declaration to, - 520
Parole of, at Lancaster, taken, - 718
Riot among, in Philadelphia Jail, - 723
Removal of, fi'om Lancaster, 725
President of Congress authorizes removal of, 738
Further removal of, 741
Publick notice to, - 744
Capture of, at Staten-Island, 824
Difficulty of accommodating, - 849
List of, sent from North-Carolina to Philadel-

phia,- - 1006
Proposed exchange of, - 1021
List of, sent from Virginia to Maryland, - 1109
Petition from, in Worcester Jail, Massachu-

setts, - 1116
Note relating to, in Connecticut Council of

Safety, - 1130, 1131
Removal of, to Fredericktown, Maryland, - 1177
Return of, in Jaira!.~:v.

.

t
...

..
.

.

.

w-York, -1213,1446
Necessity of removillJfom North-Carolina,

explained,- .:. - - - - 1340
Estates of, in North-Carolina taken care of, - 1346
Names and places of, in North-Carolina, - 1349
Order in New-York Committeerelatingto, - 1422
Order for removal of, to Goshen, - 1497
Resolve of Congress in relation to, -1631,

1662,1670,1684
Allowance for keeping, - 1634
Order for removal of, - 1646
Exchange of, - - 1702

Privateers, Bounty to, in New-Hampshire, 27
Commission for, 850
Instructions to Commanders of, - - 1444
Powder for use of, sold by Congress, - - 1697

Privy Council, election of, in South-Carolina, 618
Prizes, Agents for, appointed by Congress, - 1685
Proclamations, of New-Hampshire Assembly, 31,429

Of Washington, on taking possessionof Bos-
ton, -

Of Washington, forbidding+intercourse with
the enemy, - -. - 1126

By the King, - - 460
By the King in Council, - - - - 1157
By the General Assembly of South-Carolina, 617
By the President and Commander-in-Chief

of Georgia, - 1138
By Major-General Clinton, - 1193

Prosper, Commander of Ship-of-War, elected, 647

24

456

.
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Protest, in New-HampshireAssembly,againsta new
Government, 6

Of the Masterof SloopNeptune, 157
Of the Master of Sloop Joseph, - 1496

Providence,R. L, Town-meetingat, - 1054
Provincetown, Mass., Petition from SelectlRen of, - 784
Provincial, Pennsylvania Ship, Pay of offic1rs of, 729
Provisions, Petition for exportation of, rejected in

New-York, 260
Supplies of, to enemy's ships-of-war, 270,281,380
State of Ministerial, at Boston, - - 460
RetUrn of, showing number of the enemy, - 489

Provoost,Eve, Letter fi'om, - 1236
Provost Marshal, complaintof the New-York Jailor

against, - 1463
Puillon, Peter, arrest of, - 1486

Discharge of, - - 1491
Pulling-Point, situation of, considered, - 957
Puncapang, Indian Tribe of, - 1305
Purchases, estimate of, ordered by Congress, - 449
Purdie, Alexander, Letter to, 860
Purdy, David, appointedEnsign, 325
Purdy, Joseph, examination of, - 345

Discharge of, - - 1409
Purviance,Samuel,Correspondenceof, - - 795,

800,826,930,1176,1520
Accused as author of an anonymous Letter, - 965
Examined by Maryland Council of Safety, - 1060
Orders of, to Captain Smith, - 1520
Cited to appear before Council of Safety, - 1522
Orders of the Council to arrest, - 1564
Gives bond to appear before Convention, - 1567
Appearance of, before the same, - 1580
Report of a Committee on case of, - 1581
Resolutions of censure passed against, - 1587
Is reprimanded by the Convention, - 1590

Putnam, Israel,Major-Geneml, - 110
Washington's orders to, 541
Assumes command at New-York, - 796
Correspondence of, 787,811,815,820

Pye, David, Letter from, - - - 257
Quackenboss, Reynard, made Captain, 284
Quackenboss, Abraham, testimony of, - 771
Quakers, scruples of the, - -. 910
Qualifications, a Committee of, in Congress, - - 1649
Quebeck, return of Forces before, - 104, 550, 1400

Effect of Montgomery's fall at, - 186
Siege of, determined on, 298
Importance of reducing, - 497
March of Artillery to, 536
Arnold's account of, 549
Small.Pox appears at, 551
Letters from the Camp before, - - 753
Extract of a Letter from, - - 805
BritishTroops sent to the succourof, - 940

Quedon, George, appointed Ensign, - - - 295
Queen-Anne's County, ]}1d.,Letters to Committee of, 429,

441,838
Militia appointments in, - 1546, 1571

Queen'sCounty,N. Y., personsapprehended,in, 265
Queries put to the Freeholders of Virginia, - 918
Quincy, Josiah, Correspondence of, - - - 455,

482,498,947,1072
Quincy, Edmund, extract of a Letter from, - - 812
Quorum, list of Justices of, in South-Carolina, 621,622
Quota, Report of Militia, for New- York, 278
Quynn, Allen, Messenger to Maryland Council of

Safety, - 1562
Messenger to Maryland Convention, - - 1579

Raby, N. H., List of Associators in, 901
Raddon, William, Deposition of,- 140

Protest of, - 1496
Ramadge, Smith, permit to visit the Phenix, - 368
Ramsay, John, money advanced to, 358
Ramsay, Dr. David, Superintendent of Nitre-Works, 593
Randolph, Edmund, Letter from, - - - 914

Resignation of, as Commissary, - - 1689
Rank, priority of, aIJowed to certain Captains in

South-Carolina,- - - -
South-Carolina asks for Continental, for her

Regiments, - - - - - 579
FOURTHSERIES.- VOL. v. 110

INDEX. 1746

578

Rank, relative, fixed between Army and Navy in
South-Carolina,-. - 608

Regulation of, in the PennsylvaJiia Forces, - 692
Regulation of, in Massachusetts, - 1243

Rankin, Henri}, Captain of Rifles, 679
Resignation of, 687

Ranny, Stephen, Merchandise lost by, - 152
Rapley, Richard, Commissioner for signing Money-

Bills, - - - - - - 569
Rationalis,Answerto, 86

Reply to the remarks of, - 974
Rations, allowancp of, to South-Carolina Troops, 578

AIJowance of, to Pennsylvania Troops, 713
Table of, for Maryland Marines, - - 1529
Value of, fixed in Maryland, - 1586
Commutation of, not allowed, - - ] 598
Arrearages of, provided for in Connecticut, - 1622
Contract price of, in Virginia, - - ]65]

Ravages, computation of British, 7P8
Read, William, Letter from, - 1002
Read, Thomas, Delegate from Charlotte, Virginia, - 1034
Reading, Pa., Letter to Committee of, - 244
Rebellion; the Scotch Synod's opinion of, 835
Rebels, General Howe's account of the, 458

Americans declared, by Parliament, - 993
British statement of Armed Vessels owned by, 1082

Recantation, Robert Owings's, - - - - 547
Peter Louderback's, 547

Reconciliation, the propriety of, discussed, 855
Records, order concerning the old, in New-Hamp-

shire, - - - - - - 30
Removal of the Maryland, from Annapolis, 1532

Recruiting, Instructions for, in North-Carolina, - 1331
Recusants, punishment of. in New-Hampshire, 31-32
Reed, Joseph, Correspondence of, - - 49,

51,100,105,233,473,500,757,945
Elected Member of Pennsylvania Assembly, 656
Pay of, increased, - - - - --1629

Reed, John, appointed Lieutenant, 390
Reed, Thomas, second in command of Naval Arma-

ment of Pennsylvania, -
Reed, Colonel Andrew, Letter from,
Reeve, Isaac,appointedMajor,
Reeve, John, Letter to and from, -
Refugees, disgraceful conduct of, -
Regiment, vote to raise a, in New-Hampshire,

_ Report of Lord Stirling's, New-Jersey,
Regiments, seven, ordered from Connecticut to New-

York,
Arrangement of, in North-Carolina,

Regulations for defence of New-York,-
Regulators, uefeat of, in North-Carolina,
Reiger, Jacob, appointed Battalion Surgeon, -
Remarks, on the plan of compact, -
Remember, a laconick Address to America,
Remonstrance, of the Town of Portsmoutll, -

Against promotion of Major Ogden, - -
Of Chester County, Pennsylvania, Commit-

tee, to the Assembly, - 665
Reply to remarks on Common Sense, 974
Report, of various Committees in New-Hampshire, 23-31

On the Militia Law to New-York Congress, 275
On the quota of Companies for same, - 278
Of the Committeeof conferencewith Lee, - 332
On the subject of fortifying Boston, - 1269
On warlikestoresin North-Carolina, - - 1336
On the regulation of the Militia, - 1350
On Indian Affairs, in Congress, - - 1684, 1686
In the case of Alexander Ross, - - 1701
On the state of the Eastern Colonies, - - 1702

Representatives,List of,in ConnecticutAssembly, 1601-'3
Resolution, Schooner, at Baltimore, - - - 1509
Resolutions, the patriotick, of Savannah, 47
Resolves, of Continental Congress for defence of

New-York, 297
Of New-York Congress on same subject, 335

Retreat, Howe's, from Boston, - - - 422
Return, of Washington's Army, . 115,1070,1151,1197

Of the First Regiment of Suffolk County,
New-York, - - - - - 797

Of Militia Officers at Richmond, New- York, 844

720
784
290

- 1090, 1109
424

14
134

78
- 1327

381
61,62

688
972
201

8
404
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Return, of Colony StorES,New-York, - 999
Of Colonel McDougall's Regiment, - - 1088
Of Arnold's Troops before Quebeck, - - 1100
Of McIntosh's Georgia Battalion, - 1107
Of General Ward's Army at Boston, - - 1193

Reunion, impossibility of, with Great i!ritain argued, 97
Reynolds, Robert, Doorkeeper to Maryland Conven-

tiOll,- - 1579
Rhinebeck, Letter fi'omCommitteeof, - - 1459
Rhinelander, Frederick, Letter to, - 1114
Rhode-Island, exposed situation of, - 418

Account of losses sustained in, - 777
Address of Assembly of, to Congress, - 1148
Repeal of the Act of Allegiance in, - 1215

Rice, loss of, at Savannah, - 120
Commission given for receipt and sale of, in

South-Carolina, - 575
English bribe offered for collecting, 604
Sales of, on publick account, 643
General Howe supplied with quantities of, - 1233

Rich; David, appointed Captain, - 310
Rich, John, committed to Jail for supplying enemy, 1258
Richards, ColonelRichard, advance of money to, - 564

Thanks of South-Carolina presented to, 607
Richardson, William, elected Captain of Rifles, 581
Richardson, Richard, Jnn., elected Captain of Rifles, 581

Declines accepting, - 582
Re-elected, 585
Resignation of, 606

Richardson, Thomas, Letter from, 964
RichmQnd, N. H., List of Ass~iators in, 901
Richmond County, N. Y., Letters from Committee of, 102,

293, 1417
Resolve of Congress relating to, 264
Correspondence with Deputies of, 283
Return of Militia Officers in, 844

Richmond, Mass., Protest of, 808
Richmond, William, Letter from, - - 1005
Ridgefield, Conn., Proceedings of Committee of, 822
Ridgely, Doctor Frederick, Deposition of, - - 952
Ridgely, R., Clerk to Maryland Council of Safety, - 1578
Riflemen, Instructions for recruiting in Pennsylvania, 681

List of Capt<linsand Subalterns of, - - 692
Rifles, Order for the purchase of, in South-Carolina, 581

Order for the purchase of, in Maryland, - 1544
Ringe, N. H., List of Associatorsin, 902
Ringgold, Thomas, money advanced to, for Salt-

works, - 1577
Riots, an Act to punish, in Connecticut, - 1605
Ritchie, William, Letter from, 41
Rittenhouse, Dat'id, elected to Pennsylvania Assem-

bly, - - 674
Ritzema, Lieutenant- Colonel Rudolph, examination

of, - 313
Nominated to Congress as Colonel, - 317
Letters from, - -1043, 1212
Elected Colonel by Congress, - - 1652

Robertson, villanous conduct of the British General, 425
Robinson Sf Price, New- York Merchants, contrition

of, - 359
Petition of, 466

Rochester, N. H., List of Associators in, 903
Rochester, :Nathaniel, Deputy Commissary-General,

North-Carolina, - 1358
Rodgers, John, statement of, 167
Roelruc7c,Man-of-War, notices of, 744,814
Rogers, Robert, permitted to visit Governour Tryon, 291
Rogers, Zephaniah, appointed Captain, - - 305
Rogers, Israel, publick reprobation of, - 518
Rogers, William, Captain of Armed Sloop Mont-

gomery, - 1450
Ordersto, - 1456

Rogers, John, Letters from, -1090, 1109
Romans, Bernard, Petition of, 405
Root, Timothy, appointed Lieutenant, - 310
Rosa, Peter, recommendation of, - 90
Rosamond, permit for Ship, 360
Rose, captures by the British cruiser, 156
Rose, Abraham, appointed Lieutenant, - - 305
Rosekrans, James, Letter from, 45
Ross, George, Judge of Admiralty, in Pennsylvania, 713

Ross, George, appointed Ensign, -
Ross, Alexander, intercepted Letters, taken from,

Orders for the apprehension of, -
Arrest of,
Letter from, to Maryland Council of Safety,
Papers-.of, sent to Congress, -
Orde~ of Congress reJating to,
Report of a Committee in the case of,
Congress orders the discharge of,

Routes, distances of several to Canada, marked,
Row-Galley, building of, in Connecticut, -
Roxbury, Mass., detail of Guards in,
Rules, adoption of the order of New-Hampshire As-

sembly,
Additional, adopted therein, -

Rum, Troops ordered to be supplied with,
Complaint for the want of,

Rumsey, Benjamin, Letter from, -
Letter to,

Rush, Doctor Benjamin, appointed to receive Medi-
cmes.

Joint Director of Hospital, -
Russell, Samuel, Merchandise lost by,
Russell, Eleazer, Letter from,
Rutledge, John, thanks of South-Carolina Conven-

tion to,
Requests permission to resign, -
Elected President and Commander-in-Chief

of South-Carolina,
Address of the General Assembly to, -
His Reply thereto, - - - -
His Speech to the General Assembly,

Rutledge, Edward, permitted to resign his seat in
Congress, - - - - - 582

Rutledge, Hugh, Admiralty Judge, of South-Carolina, 617
Ryan, Michael, Adjutant to Fourth Pennsylvania

Battalion, - - - - - - 725
Testimony of, - 1U5

Ryckman, Isaac, Petition of, for service, 750
Rye, N. H., List of Associators in, 904
St. Aulaire, Chevalier de, recommendation of, - 1647

Advance of pay to, - 1660
St. Clair, Arthu.r, Letter from, 495
St. Eustatia, commercial Letter from, - 913
St. John, capture of Sloop,. 162

Report from Captain of Schooner, 600
St. Mary's County, Md., Letter to Committee of, - 762

Militia appointments for, - - 1541
Delegates from, to Convention, - - 1579

St. Peter's, promise of Powder ITom, - 1271
Sachems, Talk of certain, 769
Safety, Committees of, (See several Colonies, by

name.)
Constitution of the New-York Committee of,

Sage, Nathan, Property lost by, -
Sage, Giles, Property lost by,
Sag Harbour, Proceedings at, - - - -
Salaries, Debate on, in South-Carolina Congress, -

Rate of, agreed upon,
Amo.unt of, in Connecticut,

Salem, N. H., List of Associators in,
Salisbury, N. H., List of Associators in,
Salisbury, .N. C., Letter to Committee of,
Sally, inventory of ilie cargo of Sloop, -

Or.der for the sale of,
Sally, Letters found on board Ship, - -
Salt, report of the quantity of, in New-York, -

Purchase of, ordered,
Petition for exporting to New-Jersey, rejected,
Exportation of, altogether prohibited, - -
Manufacture of, encouraged,
Dr. Brownrigg's treatise on making, -
Proceedings in Germantown, touching price of,
Order to report quantity of, in South-Carolina,
Resolve limiting the price of,
Advertised for, by Maryland Council of Safety,
Resolve to encourage the manufacture of, in

Maryland, - - 1585
Resolve to encourage the manufacture of, in

Connecticut, - 1609
Resolve of Congress to import, - - 1681

INDEX. 1748

- 1646
928
9aO
969
992

- 1060

- 1680
- 1701
- 1703

949
77

525

4
22
34

142
93

494

740
742
152

- 1169

566
572

615
615
6:30
650

386
153
153
284
597
614

- 1628
904
905

- 575- 1164
- 1659
- 1369

315
323
342
349
392
529
532
592
595
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Salter, Titus, Letters f.'om, -
Saltonstall, Colonel G., CorrespondencE' of,

- 225, 1058
- 788,

790,824,857
Saltpetre, inquiry into bounty on, in New-Hampshire, 30

Price of, and bounty on, fixed, - - - 34
Manufacture of, encouraged, - 245,

392,529,593,1248,1448
Letter to Supervisors of, in Maryland, - 1536
Act relating to manufacture of, in Connec-

ticut, 1607
Salus Populi, to the People of Pennsyh'ania, 96

To the People of North-America, 180
Salvage, settlement of, in North-Carolina, - - 1343
Sample, Samuel, suspicions entertained against, 734
Sampson, Simon, Captain of Armed Brig, - 1281
Sanbornton, N. H., List of Associators in, 905
:'andown, N. H., Blankets furnished by Town of, 23, 27

List of Associators in, 906
Sands, Comfort, Passport to, - 1481
Sandwich, N. H., List of Associators in, 906
Sandy-Hook, Light-House at, dismantled, 335

Instructions given for dismantling, 346
Sargent, Winthrop, Letters from, - 196,512,813
Savage, notice of British cruiser, - - 164

Petition of Prisoners taken fi'om, - 1129
Savannah, patriotick resolutions of, 47

Letter from, - 119
Conduct of the enemy at, 599
Measures to stop the sailing of Vessels from, 586

Saville, N. H., List of Associators in, - 906
Sawney, capture of Brigantine, 163
SaybrfJok, Conn., Battery at, - - - 1624
Sayer, ltlatthew, appointed Lieutenant, 305
Sayre, John, appointed Lieutenant, 319
Scarborough, Letter dated on board the, 602

Report of, in Newport Bay, 857
Schermerhorn, Ryer, Passport to, - 1411
Schofield, Ebenezer, appointed Li{)utenant, - 325
Schools, Teachers and Pupils of, exempt from muster,

in Maryland, - 1593
Schuyler, General, Correspondence of, with-

Governour Trumbull, 39, 147, 454, 519
Kingston Committee, 46
John Hancock, 91,97,103,194,415,452,767,

868, 996, 1067,1086,1114,1181,1188
General Wasbington, 147,419,520,812,871,

945, 988, 1052, 1097, 1179, 1182, 1192
Lord Stirling, - 174,250,436,519,533
Doctor Franklin, 183, 927
Sir John Johnson, - 196
New-York Congress, 294,301,318,

330,331,375,389,978,1464
Albany Committee, - 294, 1192
General Lee, - 356
General Thompson, 788,871
Colonel Moses Hazen, 751,869
General Wooster, 416, 417, 868
James Deane, - 768
Rev. Mr. Kirkland, 772
General Arnold, - 1098,1155
Resolve of Congress relating to, - 1633
Sundry supplies ordered for, - 1687

Schuyler, Peter P., nomination of, as Lieutenant-
Colonel, - 317

Schuyler, Scbooner, order for cruise of, - - 360
Scotch, complaint of the, to Congress, - 495
Scott, Henry, and others, Letter from, - 837
Scott, Doctor Daniel, Deposition of, 952
Scott, Charles, elected by Congress a Colonel, - 1698
Scudder, William, Letter from, 955
Sea-coast men, Companies of, in Massachusetts, - 1290
Seamen, inlistment of, encouraged, - 1299

Bounty for importation of, - 1681
Sears, Isaac, Correspondence of, - 75, 105, 511, 1175
Secord, John, orders relating to, - - 1678
Secrecy, injunctions of, in New- York Congress, 299, 308

Mutual pledge of, in North-Carolina Congress, 1328
Secret Correspondence, Letter from Committee of, to

Silas Deane, 48
Sedition, prevention of discussed in South-Carolina, 629,633

Act to prevent in samE', - 652

INDEX.

Seek Truth, Essay of, - 1011
Seely, Sylvanus, appointed Captain, 448
Selectmen, Boston, Address of the, - 758
Sergeant, Jonathan, Letter to, 190
Sergeant, John, appointed Captain, - 310
Shaddel, David, Petitions of, 58, 379
Shade, Henry, Captain of Rifles, 679
Shannon, lJfary, widow of a Bunker-Hill soldier, 27
Shannon, John, appointment of, taken away, - 687
,-~'harpless,Benjamin, declared an enemy, 508
Shaw, Nathaniel, property of, captured, 160
Shaw, Nathaniel, Jun., Lettcrs from, - -1105,1176
Shaw's Neck, diagram of fortification upon, 822
Shea, Colonel, loan of Firelocks to, 717
Shannon, Philip, Letter from, - 1183
Sheed, George, Register of Conveyances, South-Ca-

rolina,
Sheep, Resolve concerning the killing of, in South-

Carolina, 617
Breeding of, encouraged, - - 1457

Shepardson, Stephen, appointed Captain, 310
Sherburne,Captain Samuel, to rank as Colonel, 33
Sheriffs, list of, elected in South-Carolina, 620
Sherman, Roger, Letter to, - 1174
Shew, Godji-ey, testimony of, 770
Shippen, Joseph, Secretary of Pennsylvania, 667
Shippen, William, Captain of Privateer1 - 1648
Ships, intercourse with enemy's, stopped, 967

Further suppJies to forbidden by Washington, 1453
See also pages 281,326,353

Shot, number of fired into Boston, 115
Shrewsbury, Powder sold by Congress for defence

~ - 1644
Shuldham, Vice-Admiral, advices from, - 1082
Shultz, Abraham, appointed Ensign, 308
Sickles, Ethan, examination of, - 1436
Signals, designation of, by Putnam and others, DO

Erection of, in the Potomack River, - 141
Alarm, Committee appointed to fire, - 722
Report of, to Washington, - 1473

Signers, list of, to New-Hampshire Declaration, 873
Silliman, Colonel Gold 5'elleck,arrest of his Officers, 1625
Sim, Colonel Joseph, Letter fi'om, 209

Letter to, - 1188
Sim, Patrick, appointed Captain, - 1524
Simmons, Captain Abraham, Muster-Roll of, 143
Simon, Peter, Deposition of, 140

Petition of~ to Congress, - - 1163
Sinclair, Patrick, applies for leave to go to Europe, 102

Letter in relation to, 352
Is permitted by Congress to go, - 1393

Sisterhood, charity of the Bethlehem, - 744
Sitgreaves, William, confession of, 539
Six Nations, Schuyler's Message to the, 771

Kiosola's report of the, 815
.James Deane's account of the, - - 1100

Skill, Act to encourage Military, in Connecticut, - 1606
Skirving, William, Commissioner for signing Money

Bills,
Slason, Henry, appointed Captain,
Slason, Ebenezer, promotionof, -
Slaves, imJ)ortation of, prohibited by Congress, -
Slough, Matthias, Agent for the Pennsylvania Troops,
Small-Pox, general orders concerning the,

Inoculation for, forbidden,
Resolve of Massachusetts relating to,
Order in Now-Yorkrelative to, -

Smallwood, Colonel TFilliam,Orders to,
Correspondence of,

Smedley, Samuel, Lieutenant of Marines,
Second Lieutenant of Brig Defence,

Smith, John, Petition of, to Congress,
Smith, Melancton, appointed Captain, -
Smith., Joseph, application of, for service,
Smith, Wilhelmus, appointed Lieutenant,
Smith, Josiah, Letter from,

Appointed Colonel,
Appointed Engineer,

Smith, Nathaniel, Letter from,
Smith, Charles, complaint of,
Smith, Timothy, elected Lieutenant,

1750
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586
325
300

1660
714
550
557

- 1246
- 1433
95,930

- 969, 1173
80

833
236
302

- 353.
368
535
290

- 326,
541
751
12.7
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Smith, Benjamin, Lett.fr from,
Appointed Commissioner for signing Money

Bills, 586
Smith, Colonel Jonathan, suspicions excited against, 808
Smith, Thomas, Letter from, 826
Smith, Captain Samuel, Letters from, - - 827, 1161

His Narrative to Maryland Council of Safety, 1065
. Purviance's Instructions to, - 1520

Smith, Dr., reputed author of Cato, - - - 1111
Smith, David, appointedLieutenant-Colonel, - 1354
Smith, James,Captain of the Armed VesselGeneral

Schuyler, - - 1450
Smith, Henry, (a deserter,) examination of, - 1473
Smyth, John, (a prisoner,) Letters from, - 236, 1120
Smyth, Thomas, Letters to, 920, 931, 1059
Snow, depth of, in Canada, 805
Snowden, Thomas, recommendation of, - 82
Snow-shoes, order in New-Hampshire to procure for

Troops,
Snyder, Christopher, appointed Lieutenant, -
Snyder, Johannes, Letter from,
Society-Land, N. H., List of Associators in, -

I Soldiers, arrest of, discountenanced,
Pennsylvania, passes Resolve against impri-

sonment of,
Riotous conduct of, rebuked by Washing-

ton, - - 1150
Inlistment of, for sea-service prohibited by

North-Carolina, - 1322
Somers, Address of, to the publick, 121
Somerset County, Md., Militia appointments for, 1538,

1558, 1572, 1577
Delegates from, to Convention, - 1579

Somerville, Alexander, Letter from, .- 430
Southard, Benjamin, appointed Ensign, 448
&uth- Carolina, Second Session of Congress of, 561

Rules of, prescribed, 562-565
Members returned to serve in, - 566
Delegates from, to Continental Congress, 573
Military Officers elected by, - 580
Proceedings in, on form of Government, 569-607
General Assembly of, 612
Resol ve not to receive British Commissioners, 636
Adjournment of General Assembly of, - 652
Credentials of Delegates from, - 1687

SO'UthernDepartment,Report on the state of the, 1651
:'peakman, Townsend, declared an enemy, - - 828
:'peech, by order of Congress, to Captain White-Eyes, 1664

Of the President of South-Carolina to the
General Assembly, - 650

Spencer, Brigadier-General, complaints of his Offi-
cers to, - 1073

Spinning, claim for introducing a Machine in Penn-
sylvania,- - - - - - 713

Spotswood, Alexander, elected by Congress Lieu-
tenant-Colonel,- - - - - 1698

/Yprogk, Ludowick, Mustermaster of Pennsylvania, 688
Spy, order to Captain of Schooner, - - - 1130
Squire, Gideon, appointed Lieutenant, - 286
Squire, Joseph, Lieutenant of Marines, 833
Stadler, John, appointed Engineer by Congress, - 1654
Stamford, Conn., Proceedings of Committee of, - 779
Standard, presentation of, to South.Carolina Con-

gress,
Standky, Valentine, offers his services,
Stanton, Theophilns, Captain of row-Galley,
Stath, Colonel, and others, Letter from,

Representation from his Officers to;
Staunton, Theodore, Letter from,
Steele, Willw.m, declared an enemy,
Steinrod, ()aptain Cornelius, Letter
Stephenson, Captain John, elected

South-Carolina Assembly,
Declines accepting,

Stephenson, Captain Hugh, Report from,
Stevens, Ebenezer, marching orders to,
Stevenson, John, Letter from,
Stevenson, Captain Hugh, promotion of,

mended,
Steward, John, Letter from,
Stewart, Lazarus, elected Captain,

568
746
81
51

765
928
749

from, (Note,) 1471
Messenger to

629
- 632

820
536

40,836
recom-

- 206
470
127

14
368

- 1164
907
670
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176 Stickney, Jonathan, Jun., evidences against,
Commitment of, to Prison,

Stillson, William, appointed Ensign,
Stirling, Lord, appointed Brigadier-General,

Correspondence oj, with-
President of Congress, 51,131,175,202,217,

232,233,247,403,414,443
55, 132, 133, 146

56
131

174, 250, 436, .519,533
137

183, 237,
418,481,437,518,750

New-JerseyCommitteeof Safety, 202,237,
246,397,401,402,475

Lieutenant-Colonel Allen, 218
Governour Trumbull, 221,398,454
Captain Warner, 222
Colonel Dayton, 216,237,476
New-York Congress, 288, 289, 403, 1439
Lewis Ogden, 215
Stephen Crane, 216
WilliamBumett, 246, 533
Alexander McDougall, 248
Stephen Moylan, - 374
Elias Boudinot, 396, 401
Major De Hart, 404
John Witherspoon, 414
Alexander Carmichael, - 397
Colonels Ford and Cooke, 448
General William Thompson, - 475
General William Livingston, - 476
Dr. Franklin, 518
Assumes command at New-York, - 348
Committee of New- York Congress appointed

to confer with, 348, 375
His regulations for defence of New-York, 355

Stockbridge, Mass., Proceedings of Committee of, - 807
Stone, Thomas, Letter from, - 1047
Stonington, Conn., damages done at, 160
Stores, Inventory of, left at Boston by the enemy, - 488

Return of Provincial, (New-York,) - 999
Importation of, into Dartmouth, - 1285
Order for purchase of Artillery, - 1381

Storm, Major, resignation of, - 300
Stowel, David, appointed Lieutenant, - 310
Stratford, Conn., Proceedings of Committee of, - 405

Powder-Millerectedat, - - 1628
Strathan, N. H., List of Associatorsin, - 907
Straymaster, appointment of a, in North-Carolina, - 1366
Stricker, George, Correspondence of, - 54, 145
Stuart, Adam, suspicions against, 10

Tried and found guilty by New-Hampshire
Association,

Stuart, John, Lady and Daughter of, proceedings of
South-Carolina Congress relating to, - 562,

574, 586, 635
Subalterns, List of, appointed in Pennsylvania, 686, 681
Suffolk County, N. Y., Letter from the Committee

of, - 385, 1412
Sugar-House, Cuyler's, used as a Powder-Magazine, 1424
Sugars, invoice of, captured, 157
Sullivan, John, Correspondence of, 110,225,482,758

Ordered to New-York, 522
Complaints of his Colonels to, - - 1073

Sullivan, James, Accounts of, examined, - 1248
Sulphur, discoveryof native, on the Susquehannah, 1067

Manufacture of, recommended in Massachu-
setts, - 1242

Found in North-Carolina, - 1352
Resolve of Connecticut to manufacture, - 1624

Sumner, Jethro, elected Colonel by Congress, - 1698
Sumpter, Thomas, Lieutenant-Colonel of Rifles, 584
Surgeons, general meeting of, ordered, - - 113

Report of their Returns, - 115
Examination of, - - 115

Surry, N. H., List of Associators in, - - - 908
Suspected, Resolve relating to persons in North-Ca-

rolina, - 1363
Sutkrs, regulation concerning, 709

951
- 1282

27
37

Samuel Tucker,
Robert Ogden,
Colonel Ward,
General Schuyler, -
Abraham Yates,
General Washington,

691

16
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Swallow, Post-Office at New-York applies for per-
mission to board the Packet, - - 216

Swart, Evert Wynkoop, appointed Captain, - - 308
Swartwout, Jacobus, Letters from, 58, 1213

Return of his Regiment, - - 288
Advance of money to, - 309

Talbot County, JUd., Correspondence of Committee
o~ 70, 185, 396, 747

Militia appointments for, - 1573, 1575, 1576
Talcott, Matthew, losses of, by capture, 151
Tallant, Hugh, Proceedings against, in Pelham, - 1084
Tappen, John, appointed Ensign, - 286
Targer, John, Overseer and Wagonmaster, - - 300
Tartar, capture of Schooner, 163
Tavern, no Company or Battalion to meet at a, - 698

General Washington's desire to suppress in
New-York, - 1446

Tax, levy of a, in Pennsylvania, - 716
Levy of a, in Connecticut, - 1616

Taylor, Robert, Letter from, 82
Taylor, Samuel, elected Captain of Rifles, - 585
Taylor, John, appointed by Congress Judge Advo-

cate for Virginia, - 1697
Taylor, William, elected by Congress Lieutenant-

Colonel, - 1698
Tea, Regulations fur the sale of, - - 1128

Discontents at the price of, - 1175
Importation of, seized at Barnstable, - - 1272
Resol ves of Congress relating to, - 1666
Report of a Committeeon the sale of, - 1675
Price of, limited by Congress, - - 1677

Temple,N. H., List of Associatorsin, - - 909
Temple, ~Mr.,rumors concerning, - 409
TempI/don, Oliver, Permit to, - 384
Teneyck, Jacob, appointed Lieutenant, - - ;!84
Tents, order for the purchase of, - 7a8
Terry, Jeremiah, appointed Lieutenant, - 257
Test, required from sundry inhabitants in New- Yark, 370

Required from sundry inhabitants in North-
Carolina, - - 1346

No exaction of,to be made by Military Officers, 1636
Testimony, relating to New-York Indians, - 770
Thackston, James, elected in Congress Lieutenant-

Colonel, - 1698
T}~anks, Vote of, to certain Officers and Soldiers in

North-Carolina, -
Vote of, to Colonel James Moore,
Of General Washington to the Militia of Bos-

ton, -
Of South-Carolina to Messrs. Middleton and

Rutledge, - - 566
Given to the Georgia Committee of Safety, 587
Given to sundry Officers of South-Carolina, 607
Of Congress to General 'Washington, - - 763
Of North-Carolina to Brig. General Howe, - 1340
Of North-Carolina to Samuel Johnston, - 1368
Of New-York Congress to Colonel Nicoll, - 1493
Of Baltimore Committee to Captain Nichol-

son,- - 1511
Of Maryland Council of Safety to Captain

Nicholson, - 1545
Of Congress to General Washington, - 1651

Thomas, Brigadier-General John, promotion of, 83
General Washington's opinion of, 105
Correspondence of, - 84, 813, 822, 945, 1104

Thompson, Joseph, appointed Lieutenant, 76
Promotion of, 80

Thompson, William, appointed Brigadier-General, - 83
Arrival of, at New-York, - 437
Correspondence of, 43, 475, 547,

. 788,871,1096,11]3,1213,1418
Thompson, Ebenezer, Clerk of New-Hampshire As-

sembly, 3
Made Secretary of the Colony, 3
Extra pay voted to, 20

Thompson, Jack, Letter &om, - - - - 913
Thompson, Richard, Supervisor of Saltpetre Works, 1571
Thornton, Matthew, Speaker of New-Hampshire As-

sembly, - - - _ _ _
Elected Counsellor,
Appointed Second Justice of Superior Court,

Thurston,Richard,Letterfi'Om,- - 950
Tiberius, Address of, to Cato, - 210

Cato's reply to, - 446
Tilghman, Matthew, Letter from, - - 244
Tillard, Captain Edward, Muster-Roll of, 143
Tillard, Thomas, Letter from, - 400

AppointedaMajOl",- - 1525
Tillman, John, appointed a Major, - 1359
Timothy, Peter, Clerk to House of Representatives

in South-Carolina, - 617
Titus, Isaac, appointed Ensign, - - 290
Tobacco,permissionto export, fromMaryland, - 1532
Topping, Edward, appointed Ensign, - - 305
Tories, defeat of, in North-Carolina, 61-62

General Lee's account of, 75
Colonel Sears's Report concerning, 105
Arms taken from, - 274
Test required of, - 370
Consternation among, at Boston, - 423
Capture of, by CommodoreManly, - - 813
Return of property belonging to, in North-

Carolina, - - 1317
Applications of sundry, to New- York Con-

gress, - 1451
Expenses of an expedition against, - 1649

Towers, Robert, Commissary, Reports of, - 719,
723, 731, 1225

Town Major, Captain's pay allowed to, in New-
York, - 383

Trade, Resolves of Congress in relation to, - - 738
Regulations of the same concerning, - 1660, 1666

Trapier, Paul, Jun., elected Captain of Artillery, - 580
Treadwell, Samuel,appointedCaptain, - 295
Treason,repeal of the Act againsthigh, in Connecti-

cut, - - 1604
Treasury, Congress of South-Carolinaassumescon-

trol of the, - 590
Office of the, established by Congress, - 1655

Treat, Doctor Malachi, employment of, - 302
His Report on the Hospital, 307
Order to, - 1433

Tredwell, Thomas, Letter to, - 547
Tremper, William, appointedEnsign, - - 302
Trigg, Lieutenant Daniel, Court of Inquiry on the

conduct of, - 477
Trois Rivieres, extract of a Letter from, - 481
Troops, Return of all, at New-York, - - 203

Return of New-Jersey, - 748
Dealing with, forbidden, - - 1042, 1453
Rates for entertainmentof, fixed in Pennsyl-

vama, - 694
Circular concerning inlistment of, - 1423
Maryland advertises for supplies to her, - 1527
An Act to rtlise, in Connecticut, - 1611
Officersappointedfor, in same,- - 1613
Resolve for payment of, in same, - 1622

Trumbull, Governour, Correspondence of, with-
GeneralSchuyler, - - 39, 147,454,519
President of Congress, 46,233,773, ] 105
Governour Huntington, 91
John Adams and George Wythe, 149
Titus Hosmer, ]5 L
Nathaniel Minor, 158
General Washington, 165,406,

456,997,1087, ]]04, 1133, 1173
Lord Stirling, - 398, 454
Admiral Hopkins, - 824,950,969,1080, Ill5
Theodore Staunton, - 928
John Ely, - 992
J. Waters, Jun., - 788
G. Saltonstall, 788, 789,790, 857
New-York Congress, - 466, 1420
Nathaniel Shaw, - 1105
Selectmen of sundry Townships, - 1132
Re-election of, as Governour, - - 1604

Trumbull, Joseph, Correspondence of, witho;- .
Lord Stirling, -
Williarn Hooper,
President of Congress,
General Washington,
Charles Miller,

INDEX.

67
68

114

3
3
5

1754

- 221
- 200

1086,1112, 1212
- 988- 1238
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Tryon, Governour, employs a servant as a Spy, - 44
His Address to the Inhabitants of New-York, 248
Indulgence of N ew- York Congress towards, 256
His abuse of that indulgence, 272
Mean conduct of, - - 308
His servants seized, - 3'26
General Lee's opinion of, - 348
His attempts to form a rendezvous for Tories, 776
Letter to the Mayor of New-York, 955
Letter to the Inhabitants of same, - 1385
Resolve of Congress concerning, - 1666

Tryon County, N. Y., Letter from Committee of - 257
Tucker, ~amuel, Governour,Correspondence of,55,146,748
Tucker, Captain Samuel, prisoner taken by, - - 834
Tucker, Thomas Tudor, declines election to South-

Carolina Congress, - 587
Tucker, Dr., capture made by, 872
Tufts, Samuel, Letter from, - 1046,1080
Turner, Captain, discharged from service of New-

Hampshire, 20
Turner, Joseph, Letter from, - 1223
Tuthill, Barnabas, nomination of to Congress, 317

Election of, as Major, by Congress, - 1695
Tutt, BenJamin, elected Captain of Rifles, 581
Tybee, Ships of War in the, - 1107
'l'ylee, Edward, examination of, - - 1449
Uniform, Massachusetts, for sea-service, - 1299
United Colonies, Forces of, at Quebeck, 104
Unity, N. H., List of Associatorsin, - 875
Ulster County, N. Y., Memorial fi'om, to New-York

Congress, - 139
. Letter to Committeeof, _\

- 379
Proceedingsof, 787

Unsold, John, Letter from, - 1177
Vail, Edward,conductof,justifiedinNorth-Carolina, 1335
Valiant, John, Letter to, - - - - - 1118
Van Alstyne, Letter from, - 465
Van Brunt, Rutger, appointed Colonel, - 364
Vance, George, appointed Lieutenant, - - 319
Van Cortlandt, ]tIr., moves to dismiss Captain John-

son, - 351
Vandeput, Captain, conduct of, on board the Asia, 308,751
Vanderbilt, John, appointed Major, - - 364
Vandervoort, Paulus M., appointed Lieutenant, - 308
Van Dueson, Christopher, appointed Captain, - 349
Van Dyck, Cornelius, nomination of, - - - 317
Vandyne,Henry, and wife,committed as counterfeiters, 1038
Van Hoosen, Rynier, capture of, - - - 322

Letter from, - 998
Van Rensselaer, Henry, and Sons, Petition of, 548

Loan to, for erecting Powder-Mill, - 1474
Van Rensselaer, Philip, Letter from, - - 1213
Van Wagenen, Cornelius, declines office, 844
Van Weisenfels, Frederick, nomination of, - 317
Van Wyck, Isaac, appointed Lieutenant, 308
Van Wyck, Richard, Letter to, - - 1192
Van Zandt, Jacobus, Permit to, - 280
Varick, Richard, Letter from, - 1491
,Varnum, Colonel J., Letter from, 250
,Veazey, Colonel John, Letter to, - - 441
Veritas, Letter from, read in New-Hampshire As-

sembly,
Contradicted byTown-meetingofPortsmouth,

.Vernon, Thomas, order for apprehending,
Declared to be a worthless fellow,
Craig's examination relating to, -

Vessels, Court appointed in Pennsylvania to take cog-
nizanceofcaptured, - - - - 689

List of, left in Boston Harbour by enemy, - 934
Value of, sunk at Baltimore, - - 1512, 1570

Vineyard, John, elected Messenger to South-Carolina
Assembly,

Virginia, Correspondence of the Committee of Safety
of, with-

Maryland Council of Safety, 95,
141,199,810,827,914

President of Congress, - 1090, 1187
Baltimore Committee, - 1517

Virginia, Proceedings of Committee of Safety of, - 1007
Authority given to same by Congress to ap-

I
point Surgeons, - - 1697

INDEX. 1756

6
7

350
386
978

Virginia-
An American to the People of, -
A Planter to the Inhabitants of,
Queries to the Freeholders of, -
General Lee to the Young Gentlemen of, -
Letter to the Convention of,
Meeting of,

Volunteers, offers of, to Congress,
Voorhies, John, examination of, -
Wade, Thomas, appointed Colonel,
Wadsworth, Jeremiah, Merchandise lost by, -
Wadsworth and Barnard, Merchandise lost by,
Wadsworth, Peleg, Brigade-Major, - -

Letter from, - .
Wages, Committee appointed in New-Hampshire

Assembly to settle,
Of the Members fixed,
Increase of, to same,
Advance of, to the Canada Regiment,

1¥agonmaster, appointment of,
Wait, Joseph, Colonel of the First New-Hampshire

Regiment,- - - - _ -
Rank reduced,

Wakefield, N. H., List of Associators in,
TValdron,Thomas Westbrook, declines a seat in the

Councilof New-Hampshire,- - -
Waldron, N. H., compliment to the Regiment of,
Wales, Nathaniel, appointed to settle Accounts with

King's Attorney, - 1623
Walker, Colonel Timothy, sent to Cambridge by

New-HampshireAssembly, - - - 15
Wallace, Dr. ftiIichael,appointed Surgeon's Mate, - 1542
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